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legislative assembly. 

Tuesday, 4ih Sepiemher, 1928. 


The Assembly met in the Asse^nbly Chamh.ei’ in^inla at Eleven'of 
the Clock, being the first day of the Third Sessiori'of^he Third Le^slative 
Assembly, pursuant-to S. 63D (2) of the Government, iof-.India Act. 
The President (the Honourable Mi*. Vithalbhai Javerbhai Patel) was in the 
Chair. 


MEMBERS"SW6rN 

Tiie Honourable Mr. Arthur Cecil McWatters, C.I.E. (Member for 
Industries and Labour) ; Mr. Philip Graham Rogers, C.LE., M.L.A. 
(Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs); Mr. Hattiangadi Shankar Ran, 
M,L.A. (Finance Department : Nominated Official) ; Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, 
M.L.A. (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; Divran Bahadui- .Thodala 
Raghavayya Pantulu Garu, C.S.I., M.L.A. (Sladras : Nominated Official)'; 
Mr.” Sorab Manekshah Bharucha, M.L.A. (Bombay : Nominated Official) ; 
Mr. JIauriee Webb, M.L.A. (Bombay : Nominated Official) ; Mr._ Carleton 
Moss King, C.I.B., M.L.A, (United Provinces : Nominated Official) ; Rai 
Bahadur Shyam Narayan Singh, C.B.B., M.L.A. (Bihar and ()rissa : 
Nominated Official) ; Mr. Ghazanfar Ali Khan, O.B.E., M.L.A. (Central 
Provinces : Nominated Official) ; Mr. -James Hgzlett, C.I.E., M.L.A. 
(Assam ; Nominated Official) ; Captain Hira Singh Brar, Sardar Bahadur, 
M.B.E., M.L.A. (Punjab : Nominated Non-Official) ; 'hhd Sir James 
Simpson, Kt., BI.L.A, (Associated Chambers of Commerce : Nominated 
Non-Offieial). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Depressed and Untouchabde Classes in India. 

1. *LaIa Lajpat Rai; Will Government be pleased ; 

(a) to lay on the table a list of the slasses or castes or sub-castes 
which are considered .“untouchable ” ; 

. (?')., to inform the House what classes are considered “ depressed ’’ 
■' besides or in addition to the nntoucliables ? ■ 

( 1 1 
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legislative assembly. 


[4th Sept. 1928. 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) I place on the table a list of 
castes which are geherall 3 ’’, according to local usage and custom, regarded 
a.s untouchable, and which have been classified as .such in previous .census 
and educational reports. I tvish to make it‘clear that the Goveriinient of 
India do, not regard thi.s li.st as final, exhaustive or authoritative. 
"^Iiether a caste is regarded as 'toueiaaioie or nntoucha'bie must dtperri. uu 
local cu.st>om which is’Variable and, we ma}'- reasonablj' hope, udll prove 
to be a progre.ssive factor. I also understand that the degrees of un- 
touehabilit^' are not the same throughout India hut larj' from place to 
place. 

(b) The classed generallj’ considered as depressed beside oi’ add'- 
tion to the untouchable.s are hill tribes, aboriginals and criminal tribes. 


List of ca'ites ui the piovinccs which ate constdacil “ untouchable 


Madras — 


Haddis, .. 

r ♦* i . 

DandasiS. 

Mai as. 

Parayans. 

Holej-'as. 

Chakkiliyan. 

Korogas, 

Ivay^dig. 


'Bombay — 


Mahars. 

Dheds. 

Madigs. 

Chainars. 

Bliangis. 

Ehalpas. 

Turds. 


Bengal — 

Bagdi. 

Bhuininali, 

Bhumij. 

Dhoba. 

Bosadh. 

Kaoi.a. 

Mai. 

Muncla. 

Oraon. 

Santal. 

Tiyar. 

ThniteA Provinces—~ 
Dhobis. 
Bangsaz. 
Balahis. 

EajV. 

Dhanuks. 

Eangrez. 


Bavuris. 

. .Meharis, 
t.. Martigars. 

" Paaaliaiiiat 

' Valhnan. 
Pallan. 
Ciieruiuris. 
Kot.'ifc. 


Holcj-a’s. 

Mangs. 

CharabUais. 

Mocliis. 

Dhors. 

Sliindlifu as 

Kolalias. 


Banri. 

Bhnn'a. 

Chainar. 

Dorn. 

Haj i. 

Kora. 

Muehi. 

Kamasudra. 

Pod. 

Sunri. 


Koris. 

Saiqalgars. 

Baheliya. 

Smikars. 

T.nrmoHs. 

Grliaramis, 
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United Provinces —eontd. 


Balaliars. 


Bhangis. 

, ' Bengalis. 

■ 

Bansphors. 

Chaniars. 


Domars. 

Bajgis. 


Kliatiks. 

Punjab — 

■ 


Chamais. 


Chuhra. 

Bihar and Orissa — 

Bliaiigis. 


Donis. 

Halalklior. 

- 

IlaiL 

Mehtar. 


Turi. 

Aliir Gaura. 


Bauri. 

Cliainar. 


Dhoba. 

Gliasi. 


GhuBiiria. 

Goklia. 


Kandra. 

Kela. 

* 

Maliuria .' 

Pan. 


Mnelaj. 

Siyal. 


Gaiula. ^ 

Ceniial Piovinces — 


’ 

Balalii. 


Baser. 

Cliainar. 


Dll obi. 

' Ganda. 


Giiasia. 

Katia. 


Kori. 

KunJiar., 

« * 

* ^ 

. Mehra. 

, •_ nMaiigt 

Panka. 

Mclifar. 


La)[»*-I.ajpat Rai : Why are the criminal tribes classed as depressed 
classes ? Is there any particular reason for that " Is it because they arc 
criminal ? 

The Ho'fihurable Mr. J. Crerar : I think the reason is that criminal 
tribes ar? mostly also in a depressed condition. 

Lala Lajpalt Rai : There are many other classes besides the depressed 
classes wMtbh are in a depressed condition—particularly the women of this 
country. Would you class them among the depressed elasse.s ? 

Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : Will the Government he pleased to state 
why they are called the depressed classes 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : It is very difficult to find an alter¬ 
native term to describe wbat is intended to be described. 

‘ Mr. K. Ahmed : Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state 
. whether'illp'oor fakir or a beggar living on charity not belonging to the 
depressed clhsses^is classed as belonging to the depressed classes ? What 
about the famine’^ .stricken people ? 

S. * The Honoiurable Mr. J. Crerar : No, Sir ; I think the an^'wer to that 
is in the negative. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Will tlieHonourable Member say whether the 
Government eon.sicler Indians, who are under foreign domination, as 
members of the depressed elas,s ? 

Mr. ^President : Order, erder. 
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Lala Lajpat Rai : "Will the llonourable Member say whether any 
loc-ai inquiry is made in regard to any local custom before anj^ cla.s.s is 
described as depressed and whether that local inquiry is embodied in the 
local report ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Yes, Sir. In connection with census 
proceedings very careful local inquiries are made in regard to what the 
local custom is. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : I wonder if the Honourable Member has ever seen 
the census reports and satisfied himself whether there is any reference 
to any local inquiry about the custom. 

Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : May I ask, Sir, whether the figure of 
60 millions given in “ India 1926-27 ”, page 45, comprises the tintoueh-able 
classes ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The figure referred to by the Honour¬ 
able Member referred to territory outside British India as well as British 
India. 


Increase of Tuberculosis in Inbia. 

2. *Lala Lajpat Rai : (a) Are Government aware that tubercular 
diseases are increasing at a frightful speed and that mortality from the sarafe 
is increasing at a tremendous rate ? '''••, > 

(b) Will Government.be pleased to lay on the table figures relating 

to tubercular diseases and mortality from the same jn all provinces of. 
India ? ‘ 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether-tlrey have taken anj'^ 
steps .to check and control the ravages of thi.s disease in India in general,* 
and in 'the areas directly under the Government of India in particular ? 

' .U 

Mr. G.tS. Bajpai : (a) Statistics of deaths from tubercular diseases 
arc not available for the whole of India. For the areas for. which statis¬ 
tics ai’c available, figures for the last five years have beCp. .tabulated., 
and placed in the Library. These show that there has been'a slight ri.se' 
in the death-rate from pulmonary tuberculosis ; but it is nof'possible to 
say definitely whether the increase represents a rise in the incidence of the 
disease or is due to improved methods of registration. .n- 

(5) DeSths from tuberculosis are recorded separately only in thrCe 
XO'ovinces, viz., the United Provinces, Bengal and Bombav. In 1928, the 
death-rate per mille from tuberculosis was .14 in the United Provinces ; 
.15 in Bengal and 1.14 in Bombay. 

(c) An account of. the action taken b.v the Government of India as 
well as by Local Governments to combat tuberculosis will be found in 
the annual Reports of the Public Health Commissioner with the Govern- ^ 
ment of India for 1924 and 1925. Copies of these reports will be found in 
the Library. As regards areas administered directly by the Central 
Government it may be mentioned that a proposal for the establishment of 
a tuberculosis hospital i.s being considered by the Delhi City Municipality. 
In Baluchistan six wards for tubercular patients were added to the Civil 
Hospital, Quetta, during 1926. In Rajputana there are t\vof'private 
sanatoria and^.,^ large number of tuberculosis patients are treate_d at the 
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Civil Hospital, Ajmer.--. Proposals for a tuberculosis hospital 'ancl sana¬ 
torium for the North-West Frontier Province are also under consideration. 
Research work on problems of tuberculosis such as accurate surveys of the 
disease in particular localities and its transmission is also being carried' 
out under the auspices of the Indian Research Fund Association, which is 
financed by the Government of India. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Do the Government recognise the importance of 
this subject so as to make it the subject of an inquiry in each provinca 
to find out the figures of mortality from tubei’culosis there ? 

'Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I have already .stated that the pro\’incial 
maehinerj^ for the registration of tuberculosis is confined to three pro¬ 
vinces. Medical administration under the reforms, as the Honourable 
Member is aware, is a transferred provincial subject, so that the initiative 
for perfecting or improving machinery for registration rests with Local 
Governments. As regards the areas directly under the Government of 
India, as 1 have alread3^ stated, registration machiner}' exists, I under¬ 
stand, in Delhi, and Ave shall try and extend it to other cities like 
Peshawar. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Am I to understand that the Government* of India 
do not consider this question of sufficient national .importance to take 
special steps besides those adopted by Provincial Governments to cheek 
.me-disease ? 

> Mr. G-V'S': Bajpai : The Government of India, Sir, have taken snch 
steps as are constitutionally Avithin thei.r.orbit,and Avithin their power ; 
that- is to say, they have made suggestions’.to 'Local Governmen’ts from 
time to time as to'hoAv they might-c6*'operaite Avith one another in com¬ 
bating'this disea^.’.. It'is" not'really the function of the Government of 
■India to'.tell th'W"tiiat they must perfect their machinery for registration. 

' Lala Lajpat Rai : Do the Government of India consider- it sufficient 
that;ihe'Delhi Municipality should e-stablish a consumptive hospital and 
-the'Government should do nothing in the matter ? 

Mr.'G. S. Bajpai ; I do not think that it follows from my reply that 
the Goverhjfuenti of India have adopted an attitude of maloA-olent 
neutrality tOAvards the proposal of the Delhi Municipalitj". Before ic 
Governjpent'”of India can come to a decision in regard to the establishment 
of a hospital in Delhi, the Delhi Municipality must submit a proposal to 
the Government of India through the proper channels. _, 

-> ' Lala Lajpat Rai : Does the Honourable Member consider that this is 

merely a question of should or should not ? The question is Avhetlier 
the Government of India do attach sufficient importance to take the 
question in hand. 

Mr. 6. S, Bajpai : If my Honourable friend, vvill be satisfied by a 
statement of the obvious, I Avill say that the Gov&nment of India take 
A^ery 'great intere.st in combating tuberculosis. 

. IVIr. K. Ahmed : Will the Honourable jMember be pleased to satisfj" 
this 1-Iouse'bA^ showing that he is ahvays intelligent to see that the re.search 
Avork is going on smoothly under the Government of India' f • In yicav of 
that fact Sir, Avill the Honourable Member noAv state Avith regard to 
the Seliool of Tropical Medicine in Calcutta how much research is carried 
on'and what are the steps that are token for improving the condition.s or 
the'Door people suffering from tuberculosis f 
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Mr.. G. S. Bajpai : I confe.ss, Sir, that the sequence, logical or other¬ 
wise, of that involved que.stion I have been unable to follow. .One thing 
stood out .-from that statement, and that was the name of the School" of 
Tropical * Medicine in Calcutta ; and I would inform the Honourable 
Member that the School of Tropical Medicine in Calcutta is uncler the 
control of the Government of Bengal, and, therefore, the jn-opeK forum 
for addressing the question is the Legislatdve Council of Bengal and not 
this House. • . ^ ‘ 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Is it not a fact, Sir, that the-most senior medical 
officer of that school is drawing a salary from the Government of India 
and is their expert on tuberculosis and also on I'alqrCizar ? 

Mr, G. S. Bajpai : My Honourable friend’s information is rather 
confused. There are undoubtedly two Professors belonging to the 
School of Tropical Medicine in Calcutta who are paid by the Indian 
Kesearch Fund Association ; but the Association-is not a part of Govern¬ 
ment' and therefore the fact of their being maintained by that A.ssociation 
does not mahe them servants of the Government of India. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney : If the Government absoh'es itself 
from responsibility in the matter and relegates it to the Provincial Gov¬ 
ernments, will the Honoura’ble Member kindly explain the necessity for a 
Public Health Commissioner aild a Sanitary Commissioner with the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and the issues of their annual reports ? 

Mr, G. S. Bajpai : It is undoubtedly the function of Government to 
co-ordinate and'collect-for the.ipforraati.on of the outside vmrld the 
activities of the various provincial medical departments, 

Lala Lajpat Eai : For the outside world only ? 

Mr, G, S. Bajpai : I beg pardon ; for India also.'- That is one -of the, 
reasons to .justify the maintenance by the Government of India of a Public^ 
Health Cominissioner. In addition to that the Government of India liavctt 
other.kctTvffcies-such as central agencies for research a-nd international- 
responsibilities. For that reason also it is necessary to •inai-ntaju a Public 
Health Commissioner, ’ 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A, J, Gidney : Is it not the dut.v of the.Govern¬ 
ment of India to .supply information not only to the outside world but 
also to inside India ? , , 

Mr. G. S. Bajpj 3 .i l I have already stated in an&wei‘'to my Honourable 
friend, Lala Lajif^&hlRai, that I stood corrected, and I qualified my original 
.statement, by saying not merely the outside world but also inside India. 

The Kevd. J. 0. Chatterjee ; Sir, will the Honourable Member inform 
flip House what provision for registration of tubei’culosis exists in Delhi, 
to which he liaS'tjust referred ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I merely base my information, Sir, on the>l-epor1 
imbli.shed by the Public Health Officer of Delhi. I presume that unless 
he had a-maehinery for registration he would not be able to produce the 
figures wliieli are embodied in the report to which I have referred. 

The Revd. J. 0. Chatterjee : Will the Government take sheps to Ie1 
the public know what those means are, because hitherto tliey do not'seem 
to Icnow very much about these provisions ? 
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Mr. G. S. Bajpai; I am soi-ry, Sir, that, -my ..lloiiourab’le,friend, 
although he resides in Delhi, is not aware of, the affalr-s of his-own city, 
hut I shall undertake to make the inqviiry to Avhich lie refers. • 

Lala Lajpat Rai : The Government of'India also resides in Delhi. ' - 

Appointment op Indians as Consular Officers. 

3. *Lala Lajpat Rai ; (a) ‘Win the Government of India inform the 
House what steps are being taken, if any, by His Majesty’s Government to 
enrol Indians in the Consular Services, of the Empire ?, . 

(h) Have the Government of India made any representation to His 
Majesty's Governmem'with ^egard to the appointment of Indians in the 
Consular Sendees of the Empire ? 

•(c) If the answer be in the negative, have tlie Government of India 
any intention of making .such recommendations ? • 

, (d) Are the Government of India aware .tliaf Indian tourists and 
traders-are subjected to a great deal of annoyance and humiliations-through- 
nut the world for lack of Indian Consular OflScers ? 

Sir,Denys Bray : (a), (b) and (c). No, Sir. , But the‘-questions seen 
based on'the misapprehension tliat there are-no,. Indian Consular repre¬ 
sentatives-at'present, w]ierea,s there'are actuall 3 " four. 

(fZ) No, Sir. On the contrary, I constantly receive expre.ssions of 
' appreciation from Indian tourists and traders of tlie assistance afforded 
them b.v His Majesty’s Consular, Officers in all parts of the world. 

Recruitment to the Clerical and Subordinate Services under the 
Einancial Commissioner of Railwavs. 

4. *Mr. K. C. Neogy:.:' (d) Will Government be pleased to state 
\ if the}”- are considering the question of placing on a proper footing llie 

recruitment to,.^the clerical and subordinate sei’vices in tlie Accounts Offices 
under the’eb'iiti'ol of the Financial Commissioner of Eailwa.vs J’ ' ' 

(Z))''lf'fhe answer to (a) be in the negative, are they aware that the 
Au'd-i.tor General has prescribed definite rules on the subject of clerical 
recruitment in the offices under him and that there is also a competilh’e 
examination for accounts to regulate recruitment to the Subordinate 
Accounts-Eervices ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to consider the-ff^sirabilitj' of adopting 
the practice outlined in (b) with a vieu' to putting a stdp to tlie present .sys¬ 
tem ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(b)'and (c). Do not arise. ■ 

Rec’ruitment-TO Gazetted Posts under the Financi.-il Commissioner of 

Rail-ways. 

5. *Mr. K. C. Neogy : Will Government be pleased to^ state whether 
thej' are considering the question of entrusting to the Public Service Com¬ 
mission the recruitment to all the gazetted posts in the Accounts Offices 
under the Financial Commis-sioner of Railways ? , 
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■ Mr.'A. A. L. Parsons ; The method of rccrujtiug superior offieer,s for 
the Accounts DepartmentB of Railways, should these Departments come 
Ijermancntly under the control of the Financial Commissioner of Railways, 
is under consideration. I think it probable that recruitment will be by 
means of an examination which the Public Service Commission will con¬ 
duct for us. 


Imboet of Foreign Liquor, 


6, *Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Will Government be pleased to 
lay a statement on the table giving ; 

(fl) The quantity of foreign liquor imported into India durinf. the 
last five years, giving figures for each year separately, 

(&) the amount of customs revenue derived from the importation of 
foreign liquor during the last five years, giving figures for 
- ■ , . each year separately. 

(c) the'names of countries from which the spirits referred to in («) 
above were imported ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : A statement furnishing 
the'-finfoymation required is laid on the table. 


Statement showing the quantity of foreign ilquor, including denatured and perfumed 
spirits, imported into British India during 19'7S~24 to 1927-2S, the amount of 
customs revenue derived therefrom and the nnpoiiant coinilnes from which import¬ 
ed. 

(a) Quantity .— 


Year. 

Beer and 
other 
fermented 
liquors. 

{!) 

Wines. 

(2) 

Spirits, - 
all sorts, 
except 
denatured. 

(3) 

Denatured 

spirit. 

w 

s ^ 



Galls. 

Galls. 

Galls. 

Galls. 

1923-24 

-• 

•- 

2,840,316 

226,336 

1,300,249 

366,368 

1924-25 

■> 

•• 

3,361,784 

309,730 

1,328,738 

330,381 

1926-26 


•• 

3,610,769 

274,456 

1,427,001 

482,901 

1926-27 

•• 


3,830,030 

295,720 

1 

1,47^,754 

661,737 

1927-28.' .. 

•• 


4,499,814 

304,141 

1,403,388 

911,126 


Note. Some of the spiiit recorded under (3) is spirit ivliich, though classified as 
rum on importation, is subsequently denatured in bond before passing into con¬ 
sumption. y 
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(b) Customs MeVenne .— 


Year. 

1 

Potable liquors, all ; 
sorts, also ! 

perfumed 1 

apint, eto. 

(1) 

Denatured 

spirit. 

, jr,''- 

■■ " (2) 

‘ 

E^. 

■ i Es. 

1923-24. 

2,25,52,878 

65,930 

1924-25 .. 

2,49,90,116 

42,086 

1925-26 .. 

2,53,-35,940 

63,095 

1926-27 .. .. . 

2,60,47,770 

83,714 

1927-28 .. 

2,54,98,672 

99,43^ ..' 



--.1- 


(c) Names of countries from winch bulk of imports took place —UnitciT'Kingdom* 
German}', Netheriands, Prance, Java and Japan, 


Note, —Detailed information will be found in tlic Annual Statement of the Sea¬ 
borne Trade of British India with the British Empiic and Poieigii countries for 1926- 
27, Volumes I and II, and in the Accounts lelating to the Sea-borne Trade and 
Navigation of British India for March 1928. , ' » 

Case of K. C. Banerji, an alleged-C. I. D. Informer. 

7. *Sardar Kartar Singh : 1. (a) Has the attention of ^Government 
lieen drawn to an article in the Tribune of Lahore dated 6th May 1928, 
headed “ Spider caught in its own weh. Mysterious visitor to Lahore with 
pistol under his shirt, conspirator or C. I. D. informer. Amazing story of 
Bengali youth’s arrest and release. ? 

(6) Are the facts stated therein correct ? 

2. Is it a fact that K. C. Banerji was a C. I. D. informer and that the 
pistol found in his possession was supplied to him hy the C. I. D. and that he 
was instructed to give the arm to any one of the revolutionarj^ party ? 

3. 'Was the said K. C. Banerji convicted and .sentenced to rigorous im¬ 

prisonment for five years hy a Magistrate at Lahore under section 20 of 
the Anns Act ? ' - - 

*4. Is it a fact that K. 0. Banerji filed an appeal in the High Court of 
Judicature at Lahore against the said conviction and that the 21st of Octo¬ 
ber 1927- w'as fixed for the hearing of the appeal ? 

5. Is it a fact that K. C. Banerji was released before the appeal came 
np for hearing before the High Coiu-t ? If so, under wdiose orders was he 
released, and wdiat were the grounds for his release ? 

6. Did K. 0. Banerji apply for any clemency to the Government under 
section 401 of the Criminal Procedure Code ? If not, on whose "’applica¬ 
tion, initiation, or recommendation did the Government take the action 
which, resulted in his release ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I have seen the article. For the 
remainder of his auestions I must jefer the Honourable Slemher to the 
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discussion on the motion for adiournment in the Punjab Legislative 
Council on the 10th May last, in which the matter was eYliaustively 
discussed. 

• 1 < 

Suiojde of Vishnudas Bagai, a Hindu Art Dealer of San Francisco. 

8. *Mr. M. R. yayakar : (a) Has the attention of the Government 
of India been drawn to the ease reuorted in the Bortibay Chromole of the 7th 
of May, 1928, of one Vishnudas Bagai, a Hindu art deijjer of San Pran- 
.ciseo, who committed suicide by gas as a protest against the refusal of 
tlie United States Government to recognize the American citizenship 
which he claimed ? 

t 

(Zj‘) Are the Government prepared to make inquiries into the matter 
and ascertain whether the facts stated in that newspaper are true ? 

. Sir Denys Bray : (a) Yes. 

(b) Enquiries have already been instituted. 

Deportation of Mr.. Mehar Singh Bait, an Indian Student, from the 
'• • • ' • United States of America. 

9. *Mr. M. E. Jayakar : (a) Has the attention of the Government of 

India been drawn to the case reported in the Bombay CJirom'cIe of 
the 4th of May, 1928. of one Mr. hlehar Singh Bait, 'an Indian student, 
who was deported b.v the American Government before he has hod time 
to complete his education ? - , 

(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Bait had served with the Mesopotamian Force 
“ D ” as a Hospital Storekeeper for four years'during, thh" Great War 
and had earned medals in that connection " 

(c) Are the Government prepared to make inquiries into this matter 
and ascertain whether the facts stated in that newspaper are true ? 

(cZ) Do Government propose to take steps in ihe matter of Mr. Bait’s 
grievance and obtain redress for him from tlie American Government in. 
such manner as may be possible ? 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) Yes. 

{b) I have not been al)lc to verify the account of Mr. Bail’s Avar 
seiwices gii^en in the article, but see no reason to doubt it. Those Avar 
SM'Adces howeAmr did not constitute liiin an alien A'eteran of the United 
States forces. 

(c) There seem.s no need to go beyond the article itself. On the facts 
therein gh^en, the situation is as follows : 

xVceording to the Unit'cd States’ Immigration Act of 1917, which 
Avas in force AAdien Mr. Bait entered America, be Avas Avitbin 
the geographical prohibition on immigration set up bj^'Section 3 
and could thus only secure entry by proAung that he Avas 
Avithin one of the exempted cat'egories. The only exceptions 
susceptible of applications to Mr. Bait Avere those in faAmur of 
students ” and of “ traA'ellers for curio.sitj^ or pleasure ”. 
Granted that Mr. Bait came Avithin one or other of these, 
exceptions at the time of entry he failed to remain Avithin 
.cither, in that he earned his liAdnn as a clerk and thus became 
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sulj.iect to the provision which Ia 3 '.s down that persons “ who 
fail to maintain in the United States a status or occupation 
placing them within the excepted classes shall he deemed to be 
in the United States contrary to, law and shall be subject to 
deportation 

(d) However much therefore I maj’' sj^mpathise with Mr. Rail, the 
Honourable hlember will, I trust, -appreciate Uovernment’s inability, in 
•\dew of Mr. ’s self-confessed contravention of the American immigra¬ 
tion laws, to attempt to obtain anj" redress from the United States’ 
Oovernment for his deportation. 

Firing on Railway Stkiicers at Bajiangachi. 

. 10. *Mr. K. C. Neogy : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the strictures passed.by the Magistrate of Howrah, in his orders 
dated the 9th May, on the O'fScer Commanding the Eastern Frontier 
Rifles who opened fire on a crowd of railway strikers on March 28 last 
near Howrah ? 

, (b) Is it a fact that firing.was resorted to on the orders of the Police 
■Superintendent ; that no warning was given to the crowd before this was 
done ; that before the arrival of the Police Superintendent, Captain 
‘Christie proceeded to act on his own responsibility in placing pickets and 
regulating and stopping traffic on the road ; that there was no order to 
fiim low^ witli tli€ result that at least one man "was shot through the head ; 
and that the shots -werp -fired not at.the crowd as a body bnt at selected 
persons in the cro-wd 'who were specially picked out each time bj' Captain 
Christie, who himself and not the Police Superintendent selected the direc¬ 
tion in which to fire ? 

(c) What inquiries, if any, have the Army authorities made in the 
matter, and with what result ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Yes. 

,(b) All the circumstances connected with tlli-s case have been 
thoi’ouglilj'.-investigated by the Government of Bengal.^ hut they have been 
■.’•advised that no conclusions should.be published until the completion of 
the trial in which one of the leaders of the strikers i.s being charged with 
perjur 3 '' and bringing a false case again.st Mr. Mould. Deput 3 ' CIiicl 
M echanical Engineer. In the eircninstaneea the Ilonovirable Member wi.l 
understand that I am not able to deal with the points raised on this 
question. 

(«) No inquir 3 ’ lias been made b 3 '’ the Arm 3 ‘' autlioritie.s, as the matter 
concerns the civil authorities. The East'srn _ Frontier Rifles is not a 
battalion of the Army, but of the Militar 3 '^ Police. 

Suppression of a Radio Message sent by IMr. Bernard Houghton, a 
'" 'retired I. 0. S. Officer, to the Free Press of India. 

11 =^Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Are Government aware that the 
following radio message sent by Mr. Bernard Houghton, T.C.S.. (Retired), 
on or about the 11th February 1928, addressed to the Free Press of India, 
'Bomba 3 ', was withheld by the authorilies -. 

Look iJt the past of tliose w)io sponsor the Coinniibsiou. Birkcnlieinl wo-, toe 
bitter enemy of Iiiah Xatioual Freedom. Simon sappostud the illegal imprivoninent of 
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Iilfcli in London, and last year fouglit the British Mineig. EcirtemheT Mdedonaid b 
notonouo record in India, China, and Egj’pt. Is it credible that these nien, in their 
united front, intend the liberties of India ? Is it not clear that they nish Indians to 
again voopeiate in foiginp thcii o\mi chains t Whatever their vords, tiioy have ont 
oiii nmid, and it is set on Biitish domination." 

(h) If SO, do Government propose to make a« enquiry as to the sup¬ 
pression of this message ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Yes. 

(6) TJie message tvas withheld under the authority of the Bontbay 
Government. 

Stipply by the Local Govermmeets of cebtain Infobmation to the SiMoft 

Commission. 

12. “i-Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Is it a fact that the Government oi 
[ndia have asked Local Governments to supply certain information to 
the Simon Commission ? If so, will Government be pleased to lay -a 
’opy of their communication on the table ? 

The Honirurable Mr, J, Crerar : The invitation t>o submit memoranda 
issued by the Indian Statutory Commission on the 6th Mardi, 1928, was 
addressed equally to the Government of India, the Local^Govemments 
and the general public. The Commission .suggested to the Government! of 
India that the most convenient pi'ocedure would be that the Local gov¬ 
ernments should submit their memoranda direct to the Commissjon. 
Accordingly the Local Governments were requested by the Government 
of India to send the meraoi'anda pi’epared by Giem direct to the Com¬ 
mission, copies being sent simultaneou.sly to the Government of India foi 
their information They were further informed that it would be for each 
Provincial Government to decide for itself the nature of the reply which 
it would make to the Commission, selecting the particular matters on 
which it proposed to lay its views before the Commission. The Goveni- 
inent do not propose to lay on the table a copy of their communication 
to the Local Governments. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Are Government aware that the Govern¬ 
ment of Bihar and Orissa have prepared a paper on the subject which is 
at variance with facts, and with official records in many respects ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I am not aware of it. 

Proscription of Books published in England. 

13, *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government be pleased to state 
for the guidance of book.sellers and other members of the public the names 
of books and their authors, publi.shed in England, but which have been 
proscribed by the Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The Honourable Member is presum¬ 
ably referring to books published in England, the bringing of which into 
British India has been prohibited under section 19 of the Sea Customs 
Act. 1878. The number of such books is small, and Government see no 
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«ec.essity ,to publish a list. The proliibition of any .book under the Act is 
alivays notified in the G-azebte of India, and Government are prepared 
io furnish information to any bookseller or private individual as to 
whether a particular book about which such bookseller or individual may 
be in doubt has been proscribed. Such information will also be furnished 
by the India Office or the High Commissioner for India in answer to any 
inquiries which may be addressed to them in England. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Are the Government aware that in the absence of 
any list of proscribed books, sometimes people are taken by surprise, 
when they arrive in Bombay or Karachi, and when they are told that 
certain books are proscribed ? Are such lists available in the office of 
the High Commissioner or in any other office in England or in India or 
anywhere else which will show to people coming back to India whether 
certain books are proscribed or not ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : As I pointed out in my main reply, 
the Government of India, the India Office and the Office of the High 
Commissioner are alway,s ready to reply to any inquirie.s which may be 
addressed to them. • . 

Lala Lajpat Rai t How is a person to know that a certain book i.s 
proscribed ? If you keep a list of proscribed books, certainly be will be 
able to know wbether a particular book is proscribed or not ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I think that* if any one is in doubt 
whether a certain book is proscribed or not, he can easity solve it by 
making inquiries in the matter as I have suggested. 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; In view of the fact that a large majority of young 
students, innocent as they are, tvho return to- this country from England 
after completing their education abroad, fall victims, in the absence of 
any list of proscribed books, when their boxes are searched by customs 
officers, do Government propose for the benefit of the country as well as 
of the student population and others returning to India to supply a list 
■of proscribed books, so that they may not purchase such objectionable 
books 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : 1 am not aware that any inconve¬ 
nience to the extent mentioned by the Honourable Member has been 
experienced.. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; What is the objection to publishing a list of 
hooks which are proscribed in this country so that people interested 
might know beforehand that those books are proscribed ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The Government of India eonsidei 
that the publication in the Gazette of India, and their readiness to supply 
information Avhich I have already alluded to, adequately meets the case. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is a complete list of proscribed books pub¬ 
lished in the Gazette of India beforehand ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : All books which are deal) with under 
this section of the law are Auly notified in the Gazette of India. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Is the Honourable Member av.mre that there are 
certain books which are put in the list of proscribed books and after- 
\yards removed ? Before anybody comes to India, how is he to know 
whether certain books .still continue to remain in the li.st of proscribed 
bocks or not ? There are certain books oj-iginal)y pni on the list of 
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Government and afterAvards they are removed. Will the Honourable 
Member kindly explain to us Avhal dilEeuHy is 'there if the GoA^ernment- 
of India Avill undertake to publish only a list of books which are 
proscribed ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Do you mean a list of books proscribed before a 
student is born, avIio has gone to England and is to return to India ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I regret I cannot add anjdhing more 
to Avhat I lun'c said already on tlie .subject. 


Opening by the Post Office of Letters addressed to Mrs. Besant. 

14. ^Lala Lajpat Rai : (/) Has the attention of the Government of 
India been draAvn to Mrs. Besant’s complaint about her- letters being 
opened in the Post Office ? 

(ji) Are the Government of India rcsiionsible for Ihe order under Avhicb 
action was taken or did the Government of India giA^e that order ? 

(m) If so, Avill the Government of India giA'e the reasons- for such 
action ? 

(iv) Are there lists prepared under the orders of the Government of 
India of persons whose letters are opened ? ■ -. " 

(y) If so, what are the general or special principles AA’hich are applied 
in selecting names for such list or lists ? 

(vi) Is there any All-India list of persons whose letters are subjected 
to the process complained of by Mrs. Besant ? If so, are there anj’- Pro¬ 
vincial lists besides ? 

(mi) Has the Home Deiiartment of the GoA^ernraent -of India anj'" 
control over the process of opening letters, examining their contents and 
disposing of them ? If so. what kind of control has the Home Department, 
and who performs that function 1 

(viii) What kind of officers open lliesc letters 1 

(ix) What kind of officers read them ? Arc all the letters addressed 
to the gentlemen wliose names are on the list, opened or only some ? If the 
latter, how is the selection made ? 

(x) What liind of letters are detained and not delii’ered ? 

(xi) Why is not the fact of the- letters having been opened stated 
on the coA^er ? 

(xii) Do the Government of India propose to make a statement of 
general policy about this matter and do they propose to take steps to 
prevent the anno 3 mnee that is caused to people engaged in constitutional 
agitation by this process ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (i) \o (in). I inA'ite the Honourable 
ilember’s attention to mj'^ ansAA’-er to Mr. Ranga Iyer’s unstarred que.stion 
No. 2 of to-day’s date on the subject. 

(Jv) to (vi). I invite the Honourable Member’s attention to my answer 
to Mi. Ranga Ij^r’s unstarred question No. 3 of to-daj’^’s date, which 
explains the discretion of the various Governments and the principles by 
which they are bound. • ' ’ , 
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(vii) to (xti). The GovermrreDt of India itf the Home 'or any other 
Department or any Local Government are empowjsted to issue order's under 
section 26 (1) of the Indian Post Office Act. .No general orders have been 
issued as 1o procedure, which will depend on the instructions given in uny 
particular case to the postal officials and on the nature of the case. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Ktmzru : May I ask whether the Honourable 
Member is in order in replying to a starred question by referring to 
the answer given to an un.starred question put on the same day ? Is he 
not bounrl to give full information in reply to a starred question ? 

Hr. President : I think Honourable Members have an advantage in 
having with tliein previously replies to unstarred questions 

Several Honourable Members.- No, Sir ; we have not got replies to 
Uostarred questions as yet. 

Lola L-ajpat Rai ; Is the Honourable Member aware that there is 
a great deal of excitement over this question ? Is he aware that in 
almost every important post office in India there is a censor put up ivlio 
opens letters and then reposts them ? Is that within the authority of 
the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : As I pointed out, it is impo‘--‘-iMc to- 
lay down any general procedure in the matter. Individual ea&e.s or classes 
of cases must ho dealt with according to their nature. We constantly lay 
dowm a general ])olicy or general procedure, because obviously this is not a' 
matter iti which a routine procedure could be adopted. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : I am asking for information; it is nor. a question 
of policy at all. • Is it a fact or not that in Lahore and Dellii Post Offices 
there is a' posta^ censor who opens letters, reads them and replaces them and 
re-addresses them ? Is it_ a fact or not ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I have no information. 

Lala Lajpat Rai ; The Government of India ought to have infurma- 
Lon oa such an important subject as this. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I ask, Sir for your decision on 
the poini of (uder I raised ? 

Mr. President ; I think the Honourable Member is quite right. The 
Qoveri.inent .<-hould take care that in their replies to starred questions ihey 
make no reference to replies given on the same day to nnstarred questions. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : May I say one -word, Sir ? T do feel 
that I owe an a}iology to the Honourable Member. It escaped my notice 
that there wa.s a reference to an unstarred question in nn- rejily. I <pnte 
see the inconvenience to Honourable Members. In future I .shall .see that 
references to unslarred questions which are not alread}’ in possession of 
Honourable itlembors will not be included in replies to starred questions. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : May I request the Honourable Member to put 
us in posses.sion of answers to nnstarred qnestion.s every day before wo come 
to the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I shall take note of the Honourable 
Memherts suggestion. 
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Dismissal of Mb, B. L. deRozario, late Depot Storekeeper, Alambagh. 

15. ^^Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) With reference to the reijlies 
to parts (a), (5) and (c) by Mr. A. A. L. Parsons to my starred question 
No. 286 in the Legislative Assembly on the 23rd February 1928, will the 
Government be pleased to furnish : 

({)' instances of hlr. B. L.. deRozario, late Depot Storekeeper, 
Alambagh. having given delivery of any -brass material to the 
aucrion purchasers of March 1922 ; 

(it) of his being in league with other employees in committing the 
alleged fraud ; and 

(Hi) of any wilful intent on his part to defraud ? 

(ft) Is it a fact that the Railway authorities made no joint depart¬ 
mental enquiry of their own as is done in all such eases ? 

(o) Will Government be pleased to furnish, in addition to extract of 
Controller of Stores, Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway’s office order No. G.]90, 
dated 6th December 1921 (already received on 3rd May 1923), appointing 
My. deRozario as Depot Storekeeper, Charbagh, on Rs. 250 per mensem, 
a copy of the office order issued by the Controller of Stores, Oudh and 
Rohilkhand Railway Office, detailing the duties of a Depot Storekeeper, by 
which Mr. deRozario was directly re.sponsible, as Depbt Storekeeper, for 
the loss of the brass material said to have occurred in March 1922 ? 


Besponsibility OF Oazettep Officers in direct charge of each Stores 
Depot op the late Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway. 


16, *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (o) Is it a fact that after the 
retirement from railway service of Mr. G. A. Roach, Depot Storekeeper, 
Charbagh Depot, on Rs. 400 per mensem and Lala Nathoo Ram, Depot Store¬ 
keeper, Alambagh Depot, on Rs. 300 per mensem—both upper subordinates 
of the Stores Department, Lucknow,—in the j-ear 1914, each Stores Depot 
of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway, Lucknow was placed in direct charge 
of a gazetted officer by Mr. D. E. Keatinge, the then Chief Storekeeper, 
and that this system was strictly adhered to by Mr. Keatinge and his six 
jiuccessoi’s as ^velL right up to July 1925, the date of amaigamation of 
4he Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway with the East Indian Railway V 

(5) If so, what share of responsibility devolved on the gazetted officer, 
for the deliveries of valuable auction material such as brass, copper zinC' 
and lead ? . ’ ' 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I propose, with your permission, to answer ques¬ 
tions Nos. 15 and 16 together. Government regret that they cannot under¬ 
take to collect the further information required. I would remind the 
Tlonourahlc hlember that he has been given very full information ivith re¬ 
gard to this case in the replies to his questions No. 237 of 24th Au^-ust 
1927 and No. 286. dated 23rd February 1928, in which he was informed that 
though the Special Police Investigatinsr Officer secured proof that Mr 
deRuzano had hep implicated in certain fraudulent transactions it was 
decided to deal with him departmentally ; a charge sheet was given to him 
and his services \vere dispensed with by the railway authorities because he 
was unable to give satisfactory replies to the charges brought against him. 
The Honourable Member was also informed of the disciplinary action taken 
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against the gazett ed officer who, at the time of the fraud, held charge over 
the Charbagh Si ores Department. 

Construction of the Singhajani-Tangail-Pingna Railway. 

17, *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Has the traffic survey with regard 
to the proposed Singhajani-Tangail-Pingna Railway which the Government,, 
stated on September-1,-1927, would bd undertaken been completed ? {Vide ' 
Assembly Debates of September 1927, Volume IV, No. 64, page 3812.) 

(6) Will the Government please, make a statement as to the nature 
of the results of the survey i'-f-.t 

(c) If the results of the survey are satisfactory, do Government pro¬ 
pose to expedite the construction of the line ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I understand that the traffic survey and a 
rev^ised engineering estimate have been completed and that they show 
estimated net earnings of Rs. 3,53,000 and capital cost of rather over 70 
lakhs. But the estimate of net earnings does not take into account the 
effect of the Dacca-Arieha Railway, if that railway is constructed ; and in 
fact the whole position as regards railway development in Eastern Bengal 
will in that,event be considerably modified. I am unable therefore to say 
at present whether, and, if so, at what approximate date, this line will be 
taken up. 


The Dacca-Abioha Railway. 

18. •‘"Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a.)-Will the Government be pleased to 
make a statement in regard to the Dacca-Arieha Railway project with refer¬ 
ence to their reply to my question on the subject on February 1, 1928 {vide 
Assembly Debates, Volume I, page 8) ? 

(h) Have the Railwa3" Board considered the report and the estimates 
submitted by the Agent of the Eastern Bengal Railway and with what 
results ? 

(c) If the Railway Board have approved of the scheme, when do the 
Government propose to take the matter in hand ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; The Railway Board have considered the re¬ 
port anti e.^tiuiates of tlie Dacca-Aricha Raihvay project, and the Govem- 
Aient of India ha’re addressed the Secretary of State on the subject. 

19. t 

Provision of a Waiting Room at Serajganj Ghat Station on tee Eastern 

Bengal Railw’ay. 

20. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (o) Are the Government aware that at 
Serajgunj Ghat station on the Eastern Bengal Raihvay there is no waiting 
room for the travelling public T 

(6) Are the Government aware that Serajgunj Ghat Road station has 
no shelter for passengers in bad weather ? 

(c) If so, do Government propose to take steps to provide a waiting 
room at Serajgunj Ghat station at an early date ? 

t Withdrawn. 

LGOLA B 
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11 G 9iieslion to the Agent of the Eastern Bengal EaiJM-aj-in ardor 

that lie may eonsider whether any alterations are desirable. 


Eeservation of Gosipartmekts OL' Si’ATE Ej^ILWAVS. 

Ghiiznavi : (a) Are the Government ' aware that 
different railway’s have different rules in regard to the reservation of'com¬ 
partments ? ‘ 3 . , » ft 

(b) Do Government propose to take steps to remedy this and introduce 
uniform rules for all State Railways ? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : (a) Yes. ' ', 

(b; Government do not consider it necessary to have a uniform prac¬ 
tice on all rfdlway.s in a matter of this kind. The practice on each railway 
must he determined h.y local conditions. 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; Do Government propose to have a uniform rule 
for rc.scrvatioii of compartments as far as State Railways are concerned ? 

, f '^‘5 I explained in my ansicer, 

it IS not a matter in Avhicli Government consider uniformity either nccessarv 
cr de.sirable. 


Mr, K. .^raed : Ai-e the Government aware that the public will 
have a very had opimon of the Government, because in the case of the 
tram that goes from Delhi to Calcutta you can reserve your bertli without 
any cost, while if you book from Calcutta to Delhi you have to pav a reserv- 

f 1 ticket ill advance ? Doe? he 

Honourable Member realise it ? 


AFPOrnTMEl^T OF SEPARATE BOOKING GleRKS AT DelHI FOR THE Great TvnrAK- 
Peninsula and Bombay, Baeoda and Central Indu Railways. 

the Drthi s^tiot\Le®iWlj^oL^bootog 

Peninsula and the Bombay. Baroda and CentrarTnS^ the Great Indian 
great inconvenience of the travelling public ? ' Railways to the 

eici rf "> •» a Poking clerk 

are under the control of the RMrth'Westera’^^V^ ^^™.'®tation 

have asked him to +1..+ cstein Raibyay Admiuistration—and 

taken. action as may be found to be reqiiir.ed is 

ever^l^mav be pleased to submit what- 

^I.ai*Sctpt I'. ?Srigent“X™ *“ 
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Provision of Pans in Second Class Carriages on the Bojibay, Baroda 
’ ’ And Central India Railway. 

23, -Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Are the Government aware that 
in some of the second class carriages on the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway no fans are provided ? 

(i) In view of the'fact that in the heat of the summer months the 
absence of fans in these carriages is a great inconvenience to the travelling 
public, are Government prepared to take steps to remedy this ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(h) Government understand that the Agent of the Railway is taking 
steps to provide fans where they are not at present provided. 

Provision of Latrines in Servants’ Compartments on the Great Indian 
, Peninsula and East Indian Railways, 

24, *Mr. A.' H. Ghuznavi : (a) Are the Government aware that 
both in' the Great Indian Peninsula and the East,Indian Railway trains 
no privies are provided in the servants’ compartments ? 

(5) Are the Government aware that this is a great hardship for the 
servants especially when they have to travel over long distances at a 
stretch ? 

(o) Do Government propose to take steps to remedy this ? 

Mr. A. A, L, Parsons : (a), (h) and (c). Government are aware that 
a good many of the present servants’ compartments on the Great Indian 
Peninsula and East Indian Railwa 3 's have no privies, but privies are being 
provided in the servants’ compartments of all the new standard carriages. 

Retiring Rooms at -Stations on the different State Railways. 

26. *Mr, A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
make a statement as to the number of stations in which retiring rooms 
are provided under the different State Railways in India 1 

(b) Are Government prepared to take steps to provide more such 
rooms at an early date ? 

' Mr. A. A. L, Parsons : The Railway Board understand that there are 
at present retiring rooms at two stations on the North-Western Railway, 
and at one on the East Indian Railway. They have asked the Agents of 
the Slate manage'd Railways to consider the question of providing such 
rooms at ether stations where it appears probable that Ihe expense 
■will he justified by the use made of the rooms. 

Unsuitable Retiring Rooms at Ajmer, 

26. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : ,(fl) Are the Government ^ aware that 
the retiring rooms at Ajmer are not comfortable owing to their large 
size ? 

(b) Are Government prepared to take step.s to improve tliese rooms 
by remodelling and altering them, b}' cutting up the existing rooms into 
smaller compartments suited to the convenience of the public ? 

Xi66IjA c2 
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Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : (a) and (h). Gorernment are not aware of 
tin: detailed arrangements at Ajmer, but have sent a copy of tlie Honour¬ 
able Member’s question to the Agent of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Kaihvay for any action which he may think necessary. 

Eai Sahib Harbilas Sarda ; Have the Government received any in¬ 
formation or any complaint from any body at Ajmer that the rooms are 
large ? I do not think the I’ooms are too large and nobody has ever com¬ 
plained that the rooms are in anj' Avay unsuitable. 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : T am not aware that any complaint has been 
j'eceived. Sir. On the other hand, as I am sending him a copy of the 
question, the Agent will no doubt be able to decide the matter. 

Provision of Complaint Books in First and Second Class Carriages on 

ALL Trains. 

27. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Bo Government propose to provide a 
complaint book on all trains (in the first and second class carriages) in 
order that passengers tnight note in them any defects with regard to the 
supply of water, lights and fans with instructions that in all terminus 
sthtib'ny'’4bcsA books should be inspected by proper authorities and action 
should be taken on them ? 

^ Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Kaihvay Board are consulting Kailway 
Adraini.strations on the Honourable Member’s suggestion 

. . Mx;. N. M. Joshi : Mas’- I ask, Sir, whether the Government will con¬ 

sider the de.sirability of keeping complaint books in the third class compart- 
.meids also i 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : I very much doubt if they would utilise them, 
Sir. 


Electrification of the Calcutta Railways. 

28. '^T/Ir. A. H. Ghuznavi : («) Will the Government make a state¬ 
ment as to the present position of the scheme for the electrification of 
the Calcutta Eaihvay.s ? 

(h) Are the Government aw'are that the electrification of the Bombay 
Rajlw'ays has not only been financially profitable but has also been a 'great 
advantage to the travelling public and has removed the serious congestion 
from which the people of the town of Bombay were suffering ? 

(c) Are the Government aware that there is a congestion in Calcutta 
in regard to its population and that house-rents for ordinary’- people are 
prohibitive ? 

(d) Tn view of the facts referi'ed to in parts (b) and (c) above, do 
Government propose to take steps to introduce electrification of the railw'ays 
in Calcutta and its suburbs and thus remove the congestion of this city as 
well ? 

.-Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The Railway Board have reecntl}’’ re¬ 
ceived from their Consulting Electrical Engineers their observations on the" 
electrical side of the scheme and also a revised estimate of the cost of the 
civil engineering side of the scheme from an offieer'whom they plafeed on 
special duty for this purpose. They- are at present eonsiderintr these re-., 
ports. 
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(&) Government believe that the electi’ic services in Bombay have 
been appreciated by the public and' have tended to remove con<^cstion 
They anticipate that they will prove a financial success. ° 

(c) Government are not prepared to expre.ss an opinion on these 
matters which are more within'the province of the Provincial Goverument. 

1 (d) As the Honourable hlember will have learnt from my answer to 
part (a) of his question, the question of electrifying the lines in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Calcutta is actively under the considei’ation of the Railway 
Board. 


Contributions to the Press by Government Servants, 

29. ^Lala Lajpat Rai : (a) Will the Government of India state if 

they haw- made any rules by which writing for the Press by Government 
servants is regulated ? 

(b) Are Government aware that large amounts of money are earned 
by Government servmnts, by writing for the Anglo-Indian papers, based 
on knowledge obtained from Government records ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) I would invite the..:^CiAOurable 
Member’s attention to rules 17,18 and 19 of the Government Servants’ Con¬ 
duct Rules a copy of which is available in the Library of the House. 

(b) Government have no reason to believe that large sums of money arc 
earned in the way suggested. The question of remuneration in such cases 
is a private matter for arrangement between the contributor and the news¬ 
paper. 

Contributions to Journals in India of Articles reoarding the Dis¬ 
coveries MADE BY THE ArCH^OLOGICAL DeBARTMENT DURING 1927. 

30. *Lala Lajpat Rai : (a) Will the Government state what they 
mean by resendng the copyright of a pamphlet Icnown as “ BNiiibition of 
Antiquities discovered by the Arehfeological Department during the year 
1926-27 ” ? 

(b) Are Government aware that articles based on these discoveries 
have been contributed to different journals in India and outside, illustrat¬ 
ed by pictures taken of the things discovered and unearthed, .by.the 
highly paid officers of the Archajologieal Department ? Were Ihese 
officers paid for the articles ? Will the Government give their names 
and the amounts earned bj'- them ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) The pamphlet referred to b 3 ^ the Honourable 
Member was made copyright only to prevent its publication licfore its 
contents had Imen discussed at a conference of arclueologicaHexperts. As 
soon as the conference had finallj'' settled its terms, the “ copjmiglit ” wa.s 
withdrawn. 

(b) Officers of the Archasological Department are allowed at present 
to contribute illustrated as well as unillustrated articles to the Press on 
paj^ment. The question of revising the existing orders on the subject is 
under consideration. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Was the fact of the withdrawal of the copyricht 
announced in the papers ? 
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Mr. G-, S. Bajpai : The fact that the contents of this copyright book 
Y'erc .eomnninicatecl to the iieAvspapers was tantamount to the withdrairal 
of. Ihe copyright reservation. ’ ‘ ... 

Restoration and PreservxVTion of the Buildings coNTiTEGTED with the 
' Memories op Rani Laxmi "Bai 'of JiuiNsi. ■ 

31. ' "'“Laia Lajpat Rai,: (a) Will the Government of India state if 

the places arid buildings of the ' Hindrulers of " Jhan-si are. protected 
monuments within the Protected Monuments Acts ? ' ■ • . 

(5) Are Government aware that Rani Laxmi Bai of Jhan-si is held in 
great reverence and esteem by the Hindus of Bundelkhmid ?. , 

(c) Do Gb-vArrimerit propose to restore and,.preserve the bnilding.s 
connected with the memories of Rani L'axmi Bai ’s' times ? ■ 

Mr..G.'S. Bajpai : (o) No.'' ■ . • 

.{b) YesA ■ , ,< r. , ' 

,,■ (o) ;G6ve’rnment/are ,considering tlie, matter. 

Opening of Ports in India, to the Pilgrim Teapeic.' ■ • " 

32. *B2r. A;.H; Ghuznavi ; (o) Will the Government be pleased. tO; 

state the names of - the" ports of India open Id’ the traffic of pilgrims to 
Mecca ? - . : ■ ■ ' ' > 

. (&).Is’'it a'.fact that the port of Calcutta was open to pilgrim traffic 
in fhe.^ear 1927'and'that it was closed down in 1928 ? ' ■ * ■ ' 

•(•c)..Will the Government be pleased to state why the port-of i' 
Calcutta was closed to such traffic ? . ,' 

'(d)-Are'the-Government'-aware that the pilgrims are’hard hit'by 
haAnng''to'travel to Bombay for sailing'fdf-Mecca'? . - 

(e). Do Government propose to open the different ports of. India. like 
Calcutta,-Madras, Karachi, Chittagong and Bombay to such traffic ? : 

' Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; (h) Bombay,-Karachi anc\ Calcutta. ' . . ' 

(Zj) and (c). The port of Calcutta was open to pilgrim traffic in 1927 
and also in 1928. - ■ ‘ . 

(d) Bombay not being the onlj' port open, to pilgrim traffic, pilgi'ims 
may embark at.Calcutta or Karachi, if they do .not wish to .travel to Bombay. 

(c) A.s I have already reiilied, Bombay, Kai-achi and Calcutta ■ are' 
alread.v open to pilgrim traffic. The question of opening Chittagong and 
kladras ha.s been considered by tlie Government of India on several occa¬ 
sions, bnt they have not .been convinced of the necessity of , adopting this- 
course. ,0 ' . . , , 


Harassment op Pilgrims by Moallems. , ■ - 

33. A. H.'Ghuznavi : (or) Are GoYernment aware that the 

Moallems by their actiyities harass the pilgrims' especially financiallyby 
taking them , to Bombay ? • - , ' . ' - ■ 

(&) Do Government propose to make a laAv for re.strieting tbe actnuties 
of Moallems, making it obligatory for them to take.out a proper licence from 
a committee to be constituted for this purpose V .[ ' . ” ' 
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Mr. Gr. S,. Bajpai : (a) and (&). Reports on the subject referred to 
bj' the llonourabJe Member and‘suggestions for dealing with it liave been, 
received from the Governmeni of Bengal and are under consideration by 
the Government of India. 

r f ' ^ 

, Steamer Fares to Jeddah fkpm different Indian Ports. 

34. -Mr. A, H, Ghuznavi : (a) Are Government aware that the 
Haj pilgrims, are hard hit by the absence of any fixed rates in regard 
to the steamer fares to Jeddah from different Indian ports ? 

{!)) Do Government propose to talte steps to fix rates of fares for the 
different steamer'services from Indian Ports to Jeddah ? 

Mt! G. S. Bajpai : '(«) and (Z>). The replj'- to both parts of the ques¬ 
tion is in the negative. 

Unbooked LuduAUE of Third Class Passengers. 

35. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Are the Government aware that 
third -class passengers are subjected''to' great hardship when their un¬ 
booked luggage is detected by the railway crewmen -on the' way ? 

- (b) Are Governmenfaware that most of the third class passengers are 
not conversant with the railway rules ? , - i • 

(c) Do Government propose to revise the rules in regard to the charg¬ 
ing of freight from passengers with unbooked luggage ? - 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government are aware of the existence, of 
some dissatisfaction with the existing rule under which the free allowance of 
luggage is for!fciied when a_ passenger is found with excess luggage for 
which no payment is made at Gie starting station ; and the questiou wJielher 
the rule should b’e altered is at present being considered by Ibe Indian Rail- 
ivay Conference dissociation. 


Results of the I. C. S. Exafiination held in India in 1928. 

36. *Dr, B. S. Moonje : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the result of the competitive examination held this year m hidin for 
.selection of Indian students for appointment to the Indian Civil Service ? 

(b) How many Indian students appeared for the Examination 1 

(o) Hoav many of them were Hindus, Moslems and Christians ? 

(d) How many were successful in being appointed xo tlie Indian 
Givil Soi'vice \ 

(e) lion many of these successful students were HinJiis. iMuham- 
madans and Christians, and hoxv many marks did each of them get in the 
examination ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state the names of the students 
(with the mimher of marks obtained by each) who stood liigli in tlic ]i.st 
and from amongst whom .students were selected and appointed to the 
Indian Chul Service ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : («) and (/). I will furnish the 
Honourable Member with a copy of the table of the results of the 
examination. 
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(i) Tlie number of candidates appearing at tbe examination, which is 
restricted to persons of Indian domicile, was 124. 

(c) Hindus 85, Bluhammadans 25, and Christians 7. 

(d) and (e). Six Hindu.s were appointed on the result of the com¬ 
petitive examination. Seven others, vis., 4 Muhammadans. 2 Burraans and 
one Sikli, whose names have akeady been announced, were subsequently 
appointed by nomination. Tlie table which I am sending the Honourable 
Member will show him the number of marks secured b 5 " each. No Christian 
was appointed. 

Hawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyiun : May I know, Sir, who are the 
examiners ^vho .set the paijers and who correct and mark the answer jiapers, 
and whether there are anj- Indians on the Board, and, if .so. how man 5 r of 
them are Mo.sloms and how many Hindus ? 

The Honourable Mr, J. Crerar : The general arrangements for the 
examination arc in charge of the Public Service Commission. < 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : I am asking about the exami¬ 
ners who set the papers and correct and mark the answer papers. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I am afraid I cannot answer that 
question without a very great deal of research. 

’ ‘ ’ Examination foe Ceetificates as First and Second Class 

Mines Managers. 

37'- *Dr. B. S. Moonje : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
in connection with the granting of first and second class Mining hlanager’s 
Certificates by the Board of Examiners appointed by the Governor General 
in Council, the number of Indian students who appeared each year during 
the last 5 years for’the prescribed examination for .such certificatc.s ? 

(b) How many of them were successful in each year in getting the 
certificates ? • 

(c) How many of those who have been fortunate enough in getting 
such certificates are now employed as Mining Managers ? 

(d) Who conducts the actual examination of students, the Board 
or any other agency set up by it ? 

(e) What are the subjects prescribed for the examination and the 
rules, if any, connected therewith ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (a) and (b). I lay on the 
table a statemnet giving the required particulars. 

(c) Of Ihose Indians who secured certificates in the years 1923 to 
1927,13 holding first class certificates and 43 holding second class certificates 
are at present managers of mines. 

(d) The e.Kaminations are conducted by local examiners appointed by 
the Board of Examiners. 

(e) The information is contained in the Buies on the subject made by 

the Board of Examiners. A copy of the Buies has been sent to the Honoui’- 
able Member, " r 
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Statement showing the numher of Indians who appeared at the exrivma/ions for Coal 
Mine Managers’ CerUficates, and the number to whom certificates were awarded, 
during each of the years 19SS-S7. 


1 

Years. 

First Class. 

Second Class. 

i 

No. of 
Indians who 
appeared. 

No. of Indians 
who obtained 
certificates. 

No. of 
Indians who 
appeared 

No. of Indians 
who obtained 
certificates. 

1923 .. 

87 

5 

265 

34 

1924 .. 

88 

5 

326 

27 

1925 . 

101 

6 

386 

16 

me .. 

91 

6 

371 

12 

1927 .. . i 

j 

09 

1 

1 

4 

194 
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Eeception accoeded to the Simon Commission in India. 


38. *Mr, Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will tlie Government be pleased 
to state •whether any official report of the reception accorded to the Simon 
Commission in India has been sent to the Secretary of State for India ? 

(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay it on the table t 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) The answer is in the negative. 

{d) Does not arise. 

lyir. Lalchand Navalrai : Was any confidential report made then 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The ansiver is in the negative. No 
such report -was made at all. 

Goveenment’s disappeoval op tee Allegations made by Miss IMayo in 
HEE Book “Mothee India” against Indians. 

39. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state whether any steps have been taken by Government to express their 
disapproval of the allegations made by JCss Mayo in her book “ I^Iother 
India ” against Indians ? 

(h) If not, do Government propose to take an}' such steps ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : 1 .would invite the Honourable IMem- 
ber's attention to the answers given by me in this House on the 20th Heptem- 
ber 1937 to the questions asked on the subject. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : That was onl 3 ’- an advice given at that time. 
WBl the Government take any steps to express its own approval or dis¬ 
approval ? That was onh^ an advice given to local agencies to pronounce 
condemnation of the book. But further que.stion is, wliether Govern¬ 
ment is prepared to take upon itself to express its condemnalion or dis¬ 
approval of this scurrilous book. 
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LEGISLATrVE ASSBMBLy, 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : On the occasion to which I have re- 
forred I ansicered a very large number of questions at very great length 
and I defined the position of the Government on that occasion. I regret 
that I have nothing-further to add on the pre.sent occasion.' 

Mr. K, Ahmed : I take it that it is not the duty of the Government 
of India to express disapproval. 

Mr. Lalchand Havairai : My supj)lementary question, Sir. Does 
the Government approve ,of that book .’ . 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The Honourable Member is asking 
for an opinion. I am not prepared to express any oi>inion. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Yon are not prepared to express disap¬ 
proval also ? 


Interception op thpi Letters op Mr. Ease Behari Bose. ; - 

40. ^Mr, Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Has the attention of the Gov¬ 
ernment been drawn to the letter of Mr. Rash Behari Bose, dated 7th 
April 1928, appearing in the National Herald of Bombay, dated 24th May 
1928 (dak edition)—on page 3 ? 

(5) Will the^ Government be pleased to state whetber the allegations 
regarding the interception of his private letters contained in that copy of 
thti_ Indian National Herald are'correct 1 

(c) If so,‘will the Government be pleased to state : 

(?) whether the letters are being intercepted by any order issued 
''i- by Government N 

(??) whether the Government have found in those letters'anything 
objectionable 1 If yes, will the Government be pleased to 
place those letters on the table ? - - 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (o) Yes, 

(Z?) and (c). The correspondence of Rash Behari Bose is being inter¬ 
cepted under the orders of Government. He absconded from India 
in order to avoid prosecution on charges of con.spiracy to wage Avar against, 
the King and murder. Goimmiilent are not prepared to make any state¬ 
ment regarding the contents of letters yvritten to, or by this man, who, 
according to admissions made in the letter to ivhich the Ilononrable Mem¬ 
ber refers, is continuing bis revolniionary activitie.s from abroad. ’ ' 


AnTI-InPIAN PbOPACtANPA. 

41. =5'Mr. Lalchand Havalrai ; (a) Has the attention of‘the‘Gov¬ 
ernment been drawn to an editorial note under the beading of “ Anti- 
Indian Propaganda appearing in the People of Lahore, dated 17th jMay > 
1928 t . ■ - 

(6) Do Government propose to take any action against the saidH. V.‘ 
Millington ^General Post Office, Calcutta, India) ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Cerar : (a) \ have seen the article., • , , 

(Z?) Mr. Millington is not known at the General Post Office, Calcutta. 
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Sind Land Alienation Bill, 

42. Lalohand ITavalrai : (a) Will the Government he pleased 
to state whether any correspondence has passed between the Bombay Gov¬ 
ernment and the Government of India with respect to the proposed Sind 
Land Alienation Bill ? 

(h) If so, will,the Government be pleased to place it on the table ? 
Mr. 6. S. Bajpai : (a) The-reply is in the negative.' - 
(b) Does not arise. „ ' - 


Presentation of valuable Finds made at Mohfnjo-daro to the British 

Museum. 

43. '^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; (ol Will the Government be pleased 
to state how much in all has been spent np to the present time oh the 
excavations of Mohenjo-daro in Sind ? 

(i) Is it a fact that the Government have sent out or intend sending 
out jewellery and other precious finds to be kept in the British Museum, 
London ? If so, ivhy ? ' 

(c) Do the Government propose to have the rest of the mounds in 
the area of Mohenjo-daro" excavated? If so, when'and what would 
be the probable cost thereof 1 ' 

hir. G. S. Bajpai : (a) About Ks.. 160,000 up to the end of May 1928. 

(b) No. ‘ ' 

(c) Yes, from how onwards. The cost of the Avork will be'about half 
a lakh a 3 ’ear, but the total amount, which v.dll dejieud on the comidete 
period for ivhich excavation goes on, cannot be C'^iimated with any an- 
proach to accuracy at this stage, 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will Government establish a museum at 
Mohenjo-daro ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I would like to have notice of tliat question._ I 
cannot ansiver off hand ivliether GoA'ernment will consider the suggestion 
or not. 


Waiting- Rooms for Interaiediate Class Passengers at Stations on the 
Sind Section of the North-Western Bailavay. 

44. '•'Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state if Availing rooms for intermediate class pa-^^engers (men and 
women) are proAuded for on the Sind section of the North-Western Rail- 
Avaj'^ ? 

(h) If yes, Avill the Government be pleased to state the names of the 
stations ? 

(c) Will the GoA'ernment he pleased to state when thes' propose to 
proA'ide such waiting rooms on station.s Avhich do not possess tlie ‘^ame 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (b). W.'uting rooms are nor general¬ 
ly proA-ided on tliis section at present. There is one for ladies at fihiicar- 
pur. 
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(n) a- statement showing.;the,jaeting, temporary andi..^permanent 
-vacancies that occurred in these sermces • since,'20th j!!i.ugust, 
1926, and how many of these were,given to the Muham-■ 

. . ./'mkdans ? u . 

(b) Will, the,. Honourable Member be. pleased to.-say it is adact 
; , ’.that the previous number, of, two, Muhammadan .> clerks J.has 
,^-been reduced to only one, mg., _the clerk Jn charge of the 
■ i-' -Arabic'Department 1 • - ' "■ .'■' 

■ ■ (cj Is it a.'faet that.during the 'period', .referred to'--. aboW„tbere 
' ' . wftre ahout, seven permanent vacancies and no Muhammadans 
■ were "taken in, any .pf thesi^i ’ i. 

(d) M|'ere..all these vacancies advertised-in'the papers ? If-not, 

. why not ?. . h:r: 

Is it a fact in filling up two of these posts, it waS''“’advertlsed 
in..the papers that men ■■ Iiaving;five 3 'eaz-s’ experience in 
., Librarj’’ work would; be.,.tnken ? . And were men with such 
qualifications actualh’- taken ? ,.i ^ , ■ i . 

(/). Is it a fact that for working in the temporary vacancies in the 
.cIpipe.ria,l !Hibraryi,vn'oBMuhammiidhns' '^hrc‘'hak'enj’* as to 
; ' give them an oppoiiunity -for acquiring experience in Library 

, work and . ultimatelj’-- securing,,-permanent, posts, while-raw 
Hindu" outdders are, invariably taken.with7a view to provide 
■ them with permanent posts ,when vacancies occur. 1". 

(g) In view of what is going bn" in the Imperial Libr^' "will the’ 
Honourable Member be pleased to. say ,if an^’- steps- will be 
taken for securing to’the'Miih'ammadans their .share of ap- 
- poihtments in the Library as .early as possible ? - 

'tfv- /I \i. ■ .-7. •' ' i;'ir 

, Mr. .G,, S. Bajpai .P Infprmation is beingr.-'Cbllected . and will he 
supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. •. . 


(e) 


•) 


);• 


Opening by a Clbkk of the Iiyn3PRiAL;/LiBRARy of a Restaurant in the 

■ . . - Library... ■ ..i. -i . '.V 

, ' '222. Mr. M’ohammad Eafique.: (d) .’Will’t-he Honourable Member .In 
charge of the Department of Education, Health and Lands be pleased ...to 
say : , _ 


f KU'rrS r 


\ r. 


(a) Is it a fact that a clerk of the Imperial .-Librarj',tCalcutta,dia.'i 
opened a restaurant in :the Library'through a-sorter mf the 
Imperial Library and that the profit arising therefrom Is 
divided amongst them ? 


.. (6) Is it-.a..fact that the sorter . and-^other-. inenial. staff of the 
Library are emploj'ed in the work of this .restaurant during 
“ - ofiSce• hours;? ‘ • -i • ■ 


(c) If/so, will the Honourable Member be pleased to say if any.. 

7,/.'steps will be taken to stop .thisI,..- , r • - 

(d) When the restaurant was opened "did the'authorities-corieemed 

call for anj- tender from refreshment voidors 'for 'funning 
it? Or was it a clerk'who.got''the business started solelj’' 
for his'benefit, without such steps being taken, first ? 

mr. G. S. Bajpai : Government hav,e made enquiries and-"will com- 
- imimcato the result to the Honourable Member in due course. 
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Sale of Books and Periodicals ^r^eded out of the Imperul' Lib^ry 

Calcutta. ’ 

S23 p.' Muhammad' Eafique : (a) Is it a fact that “bocks and 
periodicals received in the Imperial Library are privately sold by the 
clerks in charge as waste paper, without any regard whatever to their 
importance ? 

(h) Is any list maintained of the so-called‘^weeded'out books and 
magazines and are proper records kept of their disposal ? 

(c) Are any steps taken for cheeking from time to time the books 
.and periodicals received in the Imperial Library with reference to the list 
of those weeded out ? 


id) Are the back numbers of important magazines like the Lance ^and 
Blackwood Magazine also included in the weeded out list ? If so, how are 
they disposed of * , , 

(e) Is it a fact that the purchase and disposal of furniture for the 
Imperial_Library,is privately arranged by the clerk in 'charge, without 
' any auction being^ held in the ease of sale; or any tender <bmngi invited in 
the, case of purchase, which causes financial loss to Government ? 

'Sl^ ^ jifru. , . > 

Mr. G. S; Bajpai ; (a) No. 


(b),Yes. 

\c)"Yes. . r \ 

(d) Important magazines are kept. ‘The Lancet is not subscribed for. 
Blackwood’s Magazine is kept. 

(e) No. 


^■EANT OF A Pension 'pi^ Gratuity to the Widow of -Mb.- Madan'Gopal, 
LATE a Postal 'EiiPLOYfeE in the Central Provinces. 

224. Seth Jamnadass :'With reference to my unstarred question No. 
67, dated 29th August 1927 regarding the grant of relief to,the family of 
the late Mr. Madan Gopal, a postal employee in the Central Provinces, 
answered in the Simla Session of the Assembly 1927,- do,, Government 
propose to grant a gratuity . or a pension very soon to the wi^w of the 
late Mr. Madan Gopal 7 

k Jif T : )!‘l d J *■ . , I . 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : The rules do not permit the 
grant of gratuity or pension in such cases. 

Failure of Crops in the Jubbulpobe District and Parts of Bengal. 


225. Seth Jamnadass : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
r,drawn tp -,the answer given, by Earl Winterton, ^ the _ Under Secretary of 
State for India, in reply,to a question put by Mr. G. Lansbury,'M.P., regard¬ 
ing the failure of crops in the Jubbulpore District and parts of Bengal re¬ 
cently in the House of Commons ? 

(h) Has the suggestion made by Mr. Lansbury that the Govern¬ 
ment of India should issue a statement of their policy "ivith regard to 
suspensions and remissions of land revenue been brought to the notice of 
the Government of India b}^ the Secretary of State for India 1 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (a) and (6). Yes. 

LCOLA I2 
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Inclusion of Ceuta in Subjects as Optional Subjects in Certain Imperial 

Services. 

226. Seth Jamiiadass : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
•which of the subjects studied by a student of B. Commerce of an Indian 
University are included in the follo-^-ing Imperial Services examinations : 

(t) Finance. 

(ii) Military Accounts. 

(in) Indian Audit. 

(iv) Indian Customs ? 

(b) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of includ¬ 
ing the following subjects as optional subjects in the above examina¬ 
tions : 

(i) Accountancy and Auditing. 

(ii) Banking, Money, Currency and Public Finance. 

(ni) Industrial and Commercial Organisation. 

(iv) Economic Development of the Empire and India, so that a 
graduate in Commerce may also have a chance ? Do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to consider the advisability of including 
these subjects in I. C. S. ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply I have given to Dr, Moonje’s question 
No. 324. 


Heavy Rainfall in Bihar on the 4te and 6th August. 

227. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that iu the Meteorological 
weather report, dated Poona, the 3rd August 1928, we find the forecast : 
“ Decrease of rain in Bihar and in the same report, dated the 4th 
August, we read : “ Further decrease in Bihar ” ? 

(b) Are Government avure that on August 3rd and 4th, Bihar had 
the heaviest rainfall within living memor 3 >-, i.e., 16.80 on the 3rd, and 
15.40 on the 4th August ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(b) No such figures were recorded at any of the eleven representative 
observatories of the Meteorologieal^Department in Bihar ; and the figures 
are entirely inaccurate if they are intended to denote the average rainfall 
over Bihar as a whole. Even if recorded at individual di.strict stations 
they would not constitute the hean’est rainfall in Bihar within living 
memory. ° 


Motor Ser'vice maintained in Delhi for the Conveyance of Files from 
' New Delhi to Viceregal Lodge. 

_ 228. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that a motor car service 

during the winter season by the Home Department 
f the Government of India at Delhi for carrying files from New Delhi 

Secretariat to Viceregal Lodge ? J-'cmi 

(b) Wliat IS the cost of maintaining such a service of cars and for 
how long has the .system been in existe^e ? . 
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(c) To whom has the contract been given for these years for the 
maintenance of such cars ? 

{d) Have tenders ever been called for before the contract was 
entered into ? If not what are the reasons for such action ? If tenders 
were called for, how many people tendered ? Was the lowest tender 
accepted ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar ; (a) and (Z>). It is a fact that a 
motor service was maintained during the last two winter seasons for the car¬ 
riage of files, letters, etc., between the Secretariat, New Delhi, and Viceregal 
Lodge or places within one mile thereof. The distribution was made from 
a centi'al depot and several Departments participated in the arrangement, 
the cost being Es. 700 a month in 1926-27 and Es. 650 a month in 1927-28. 

(c) Mr. J. Carbery, retired'Deputy Controller, Central Printing OfSce. 

{d) Tenders were invited when the arrangement was first initiated, but 
for obvious reasons were confined to selected firms and individuals. The 
lowest tender was accepted. 

Construction of a Eailway prom Sainthia to Bheramara mttBERHAM* 

PORE. 

229. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : {a) Is it a fact that the construction of 
a railway line from Saintlda to Bheramara, via Berhampore was included 
in the approved projects of 1927-1928 ? 

(&) What is the cause of the delay in the construction of the proposed 
line ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the tracts through which the line is to pass have 
been declared a famine infected area ? 

(d) Would it tend to ameliorate the conditions of the famine-stricken 
people if the construction of the line were taken in hand immediately ? 

(e) Has the construction of the line been pressed for by the Eastern 
Bengal Eailway and by their Advisory Committee ? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(6) As the result of local petitions the eastern half of the alignment 
for the proposed line is under reconsideration by the Agent in consultation 
with the Local Government. 

(c) The line would traverse certain tracts in which the Local Govern¬ 
ment have declared the existence of distress owing to scarcity, but not 
famine, this year. 

(d) No representation fo this effect has been received from the Local 
Government. 

(e) The Local Advisory Committee pressed for construction last year, 
but the Eastern Bengal Eailway Administration, though they were at one 
time anxious to start work on this line, had to postpone its commencement 
for the reason given in (h). 

Promotion op Mr. Wood to officiate as an Assistant Traffic Superin 

TENDENT, EAtIHAR, ON THE EASTERN BENGAL EaILWAY. 

230. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that Mr. Wood, Transportation _ Inspector of the 
Eastern Bengal Eailway, has been promoted to ofiSciate a.s an Assistant 
Trafdc Superintendent, Katihar ? Has he passed the examinations 
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as,Assistant;,Traffi^e Superintendent"? 

It not, wiil the Government be pleased to state oh .wbatrferdhhd -Mr,-Wood 7 
was promoted and whether other fully qualified subordinates were not 
awaiting promotion ? . r ' ‘ •' 

.. Gbyerhment ,be pleased to state what-academical flualifi-, 

cations Mr.'Wood has got arid the'departihentar examinations for*which 
he has qnalifi,ed ? . . 



as 

;fil^?li%‘i fi^^36rdihate to .oMciate;as: an^.officer," -anS i 
■?tt.- yVood was,selected ,as.the.subordinate technicaliy mb'st'suited ,to officiate'! 
m the-post,. ' '■ - ..■ ’ ^ ^ i 

tions ' ^ -academical,, qualiflea- 

PaoMOTiONi of 'Mr; Holder to the Post ' op Transportation'Inspector 
ON THE Eastern Bengal BAiLWAyr 


‘A.mar Nath Dutt : Will the Government be pleased to state-' • 
u it IS a fact that the District Traffic Superintendent, Lalmanirhat, 

™ B^.dway, promoted Mr. Holder a guard, to the post,.of 

Inspector ? Has lie fully qualified .in an .'assistant station 
master s duties ? Was there any'senior duly qualified permanent assistant 
Lalmanirhat District, 'who several times acted in place 
or .Transportation Inspectors'? -'If so, why Was not such dhly qualified 
subordinate appointed? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have ho information. A matter 
of this kind is within the competence of' the Agent of the Railway, and it - 
may be presumed that he .selected the man considered best qualified for-the. 
post. f ■■ ,.. ; ' , . . 


Education op the Children op the Staep.op the Eastern Bengal Rail- v 

WAY. ■• ., - .< ■' 


232. Mr, Amar Nath' Dutt : (a) Will the-Government be pleased to 
state if it ds' a-fact that Miv Kiireshi^ District Traffic • Superintendent;. 
Katihar, has refused to consider the question of rendering faeilitie.s todhe^ ^ 
staff for'.educating their, children ?. If. so,-why ? , : ' , . 

(h) AVill the-Government'be ' pleased to state their policy about‘ 
rendering facilities to the staff for educating their children ? • • . - , - 

' Mr. A, A. L. Parsons : (a) Governmet have no information' on this 
point. ' ' • ■ ^ 

(b) The policydf under consideration. It is proposed to discuss 'the 
whole question with -the Central Advi-soiy Council for Railwa'v^s in'the near' " 
future. ' • ' - , • I -.-rr-. ,-•> 


Be-employment BY,-THE, Eastern Bengal Rml'way. o:^., Retired. RAiL'^Ay 
" ., -Subordinates!” '.’ y'---"' 

Hath Dutt ; (a) -Will the'Government be pleasedito 
Siate -if it is'.a fact that the Eastern;BehgarRail'vray: Administration", dis- 
charges men from active service on attaining tiie age-of rSS-years owin-- 
■valicls’them on medical grounds ?'■ , ' ■ . 
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(&) If so, will the Govermnent be pleased to state how many men of 
this type'’have-be'en re-appointed^iiy. the said *’Adniiiiifetfati6h'ih'their ' 
construction work ? <. 


(c) Will .the Government be also pleased to kate why such' are re- 
employed in active service .when they .were compelled th retire-i v r . - 

- Xd)' Will'the -Government''fre-pleased to state'if ahy' of 'these men are 
employe'd td mork" mmS'-ih fthe^''cohsfenietion ■'caffying■'e'oolie^^ and-'other ' 
staff'-?' '>■' >■' '*! >J. i ; )) . ^ 

pleased to state who is responsible 
for accidents resulting in lo.ss of life-or ‘serious injury to persons or hea-vy-' 
loins'to proiiefty'arid whether'precaution has been taken to prevent afech? 
dents 1 ' ■ _ 

aUO!' ? 


’ Mr. A. A.- L. Parsons : (a) This is the ordinary rule, 

(Uy and'tcjf*'-' Government do. not know the numbers of men over the 
age of 55 years, or previously discharged on medical grounds, who have been 
re-engaged temporarily nn construction work, but it is-not .uncommon-to till:’ 
teruporary "posts' of 'this ^^nd with' experienced men of - this kind when 
available. ''''' ' " ’ 


' ('d)'^‘and .,(e).. Government have no knowledge whether at the present ^ 
time there,a're’any men bf-ithe classes mentioned by the Honourable Member ’ 
em'plbyed'oh"wording'ebns’tructioh'trains,' and do not think it worth while' 
to make enquiries on the point. Thej'* have no reason to believe that any ' 
such'm'eh would be employed hnless the Railway Administration is satisfied 
that they ^tian-carry out their duties in accordance with the rules to 
-which they may .be required to work and without risk to safety 'of persons 
tra-velling in these trains.; _ , - . ' 


Grant op Lp'cAL Allowances to Officers and Ministerial Staff of__ 
' ‘ ''' 'the EASTERtr' Bengal Eailway stationed in Calcutta. 

234. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state’^ifit^is'J aHact tlfaEthe^ Eastern Ben^al'Eailway''Administratioh'has ' 
sanclioned local allowances-fo 'o-fficers andf ministerial staff attached to 
the Calcutta offices on tlie ground that the cost of living in Calcutta is 
higher than that' of other stations of the Eastern Bengal Railway sy-stem ? 

(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state if any officer or staff, 
other than those mentioned in question (a), are stationed in Calcutta ? 

(c) If the answ-er to (b) be in the affirmative, will the Government be 
pleased to state what are the classes of staff stationed there and whether 
they have been granted such local allowances ? If not, why ? 

Mr. A.,A. L. P,arson^: (a) Ministerial staff on scales of paj^ general j 
on thf'Eastern Bengal Hallway system ^-who may he employed in offices of 
the Eailw'ay which are locate'd in Calcutta are ’ given a compen.satory 
allowance. 

' ' Officers wdiose headquarters are at Calcutta also receive a compensatory 
allowance when certain conditions are fulfilled. 

(b) and (c). I am collecting information and will communicate -with 
the Honourable IMemher on receipt. 
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Provision-oe Quarters eor the InDiAif Guards oE‘tee;Eastern Bengal-; 

Railway stationed in Calcutta. / ■ 

235. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Will the Govermhent be pleased to state 
if it is a fact.that.the Eastern Bengal Railway'Administration has'prowded 
a number of .quarters.for. officers,■ ministerial.staff, station'staff, Anglo- 
Indian and European guards . and . .drivers, Indian, drivers, and shunters , 
•Stationed in'Calcutta ? If so, will the Government be pleased to state ,■ 
wliether quarters have been pro-vided for Indian . guards stationed at 
Calcutta and whether there were any repfesentatiohs from Iheni for such ... 
quarters and what action, if any, has been taken on the same ? If not,’ 
why ? .. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I propose to answer this and questions 
Nos. 237, 238 and. 247 together. Government have no .'information in' 
respect of these questions, but ai-e making enquiries. Answers , will be 
supplied to the Honourable Member in due course! , 

Grant to Indian Guards oe the Eastern Bengal Railway op the 'same 
• Facilities as European Guards. ' ' • ’ . ' 

236. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the Indian guards stationed in Calcutta have to 
perform duties similar to those of Anglo-Indian and European guards and 
Indian drivers at all times of the year;? ' . 

(&) If so, will the Government be pleased to state, the-reasons for not.- 
giving them the same facilities as Anglo-Indian and European guards ?' 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The duties of Indian guards are the same ' 
as those of Anglo-Indian and European guards, though hot ^ the same as' 
those of Indian drivers. 

(i) Government are not aware that Indian guards are not,given the 
same facilties for performing their duties’ as Anglo-Indian and European 
guards. 

Provision op Quarters for the Staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway - 

stationed at Santahar. 

t237. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that a good number of , 
staff quarters at Santahar in the- Eastern Bengal Railway were burnt 
down in the year 1927 ? 

(6) If so, will the Gorernmeiit he pleased to state what action the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Administration has taken to pro\ude accommoda¬ 
tion for 1 he . stall, who have been suffering for want of quarters at Santa- -. 
har ? 

Allotment to other Staff op the Eastern Bengal Railway at Lalmanir- 

hat of the Quarters built for Indian Guards and Railway 

Station ^Masters. 

■1238. 1^. Amar Nath Dutt ; (a) Will the Government he pleased to ; 
state if it is a fact that quarters built .for Indian guards and relieving 
station masters posted at Lalmanirhat have' 'been allotted to other staff in • 
contravention of the standing orders of the-Eastern Bengal Railway Ad¬ 
ministration t . ' , ■ . ■ ' . 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 235. ! • • • 
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(h) If so, will the Government be pleased to state if the Eastern 
Bengal Railway authorities received any representation on the subject ? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what action has been 
taken on the representation ? 

(d) If ,not, why ? , ■' 

Issue of a Circulae by the District Traffic Superintendent of 

Lalmanirhat regarding Working of Trains by Sick Guards. 

239. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; (a) Is it a fact that the District Traffic 
Superintendent of Lahnanirhat of the Eastern Bengal Railway has issued a 
circular to the guards working there that their interests must give way tc 
the interests of tile service and that they must not report sick at the last 
moment to avoid going out with a train ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state if they require a train 
to be worked by a guard who has actually got high fever or attacked with 
diseases -which are beyond one’s control and which makes a man quite 
unfit to leave his bed through sickness ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government have no information. 

(b) No. 

Grant of Allowances to the Clerks of the District Officers of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway for Sunday and Holiday Work. 

240. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the clerlis of the District Offices of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway are made to work on Sundays and holidays ? 

(b) If so, Avill the Government be pleased to state, whether they are 
paid any extra allowances for -working on Sundays and holidays ? 

(c) If not, do Government propose to close the offices according to 
the Negotiable Instruments Act 1 

(d) If not, why ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) Clerks, whose duties are specifically 
connected with the running of trains, are required to work on Sundays and 
holidays, and other clerks may be required to do so when a breakdown 
occurs, or when shops are working on Sundays or holidaj’-s. Clerks may 
also be required to work on these daj’-s when there are arrears of work. 

(b) In Calcutta gharry hire is allowed when overtime is worked. 

(c) and (d). No. This would involve stopping train services. 

Head Passenger Superintendents on the Eastern Bengal 

Railway, 

241. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state, if it is a fact that the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities has 
recently created two posts of Head Passenger Superintendents to be 
recruited from Indians ? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state if the vacancies 
were advertised to get deserving candidates 1 
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(c) -If not, will the Government be .pleased to state;.what .procedure was 
adopted in the'aboVe-chses’ by the'-Selectioh ^bard, of'the Traffic'-Departme^nt 
to select meh.'for such p'd§t§'’f'^' ‘ 

. • (d). ‘Will the Goverfiment be pleased to state, if it is,a fact that the chief . 
clerks of- Katihar and Lalmanirhat District Offices' were recommended by 
their respective officers for appointment as Head Passenger 'Supfetintfehd- 
ents ? 

(e) If so, ;will the Government'he pleased to state whether .it is/a fact 
that both .thefeliief'Clerks mentioned aboV'dfivere rejected hnd-'tlitit'tli'e'^ame 
District Officers were asked by the Selection. Board .;to, send'-^uitable 
candidates.for'^ueffi posts'? •' T ‘ 

■ •(/)'-If sb, wiirthe Government be pleased^'to state,, whether there were - 
deserving-candidates with requisite qualifications for such-posts 

iff) Will the Government be pleased to state if if is a fact, that the, 
Traffic Manager received appeals .froni, candidates, who applie'd'fohkhch 
pos'ts-agairistfth'e decisibh of the'District’ ‘Officers ?, If so,-what ■action,''-. 
if any, ■was'take'n oh'tliese' appeals ? ' ", , . ' 

' (h) Is it a fact that the District Officers were requested to nominate 
candidates from Anglo-Indians to fill up .such vacancies;?" If jsb, why?? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Enquiries are being made from the Agent, 
Eastern Bengal Railway, and I will communicate with the Honourable 
Member when I have received his reply.. . / 

Grant op Leave with Pay to ' Cooks and Servants employed in the 
Guards* Running Rooms on the Eastern Bengal Railway.-' -“ 

■242, Mr; Amar Nath Dutt : Is .it. a. fact that cooks and' seryants 
employed in the 'guards ’ funning rooms on the Eastern Bengal Railway are 
not-.allqwed .any leave with pay-? Tf so, why ? ,‘ , 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Af present running room cooks and servants 
are allowed sick leave on half average pay for slyty days in a year. .Gqyern-^^ 
ment understand that the rules are under revision. 


Alleged Trespass into tee House or, one Roy, a Trains: Clerk at 
' ‘ ' Pu'lchari, ON the Eastern Bengal.Railvwt. • i ■ : 

243.: Mr. A-mar NathDutt : Is it a'fact that there was a trespass ' 
into the house of-trainsPlerk Roy -nhile he was away on dutj’ leaving'his'" 
wife alone''in-the-house at Fulchari, Eastern Bengal Railway, and oh'thS'- 
raising of ,a hue, and cry ,by the -tyife, the trespasser left and was "noticed 
hy the heiglihoiirs ?' If so, was the trespasser an employee of the. Eastern 
Bengal Railwa}' and what action has heen'taken in the matter ?’ ' 

IWf. A. A._^L. Parsons : Gpvei-nnient haye_ no, information. The, trains, 
clerk can'presumably'take'any legal remedy open to him. 

Raising op the. Pay and Retiring Gratuity op Ministerial Officers 
• ' OF THE Eastern Bengal'^Railway. '' ‘ 

244. jAmav Nath Dutt .* With reference to the reply given to ' 
question No. 564 in the last Session of the Assembly, will,the Government he 
pleased to state the reasons for not raising the pay and retiring gratuity. 
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of tli6 Ministerial officers of tlie Eastern Bengal Railway, as also the reasons 
ior iiof l:ahifl’#"afiy 'action oh' the-f^or't -of^tKe -Gonimittee lot the 'Eastettf 
Bengal Railway Indian EffiployeOs^ Assoeiation'as stated in the reply ? 

A.^Lj Parsons:: It. is.for the Agent of the R.ailway to initiate 
such.,proposals..'and?r6"'doal?witlilt£e'rep,ort''b'f:th^ Committee.''It is for. 
this^reasopjthat.the'Railwaiy Boardjhid' nortahe up the question.’ ■ 

Grant of Increased Pay to' the Subordinate Staff of the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 

245;^ Mr. Amar Nath Dutt.: Is it a fact that the Railway Board .^has 
sanctioned, .'thej. ..'increase.. of pay , ofg- a,class'! of . staff /of'/the 
Traffic "Department ^ of ^ the ‘ Eastern ' Bengal '"Raiiway,' '^on/ the 
recommendation of the Traffic Manager of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway,- on; rtheground;, of economic distress-'?, df ,soi,^illithe'.Gov¬ 
ernment, be pleased .ttf'state, why the same increment has not been granted r 
to,the,other,classesmf the subordinate staff of.the Eastern Bengal Railway ? ■ 

Mr. A. A. -L. Parsons ; The Railway Board have sanctioned proposals 
which were put before them last June by the' Agent of tlie Eastern Bengal' 
Railway..for .raising the .pay of. certain,classes of the suborffinate staff',on 
his failtyayiwhere' after, investigation', He,came to the conclusion that the 
previous scales of'.pay'werd'not'suffieiehtlj^ attractive to secure the proper 
type of recruit. They 'gave their’sanction to the proposals which the 
Agent put before'them; because they con.sider'that in these cases the 
Agent'had'shown that the existing' rates of payj were not sufficiently' 
attractive to procure suitable'feci’uifs, and in-certain cases did not-allow' 
%ufficii6nt‘ " improvement on" promotion to definitely ' more' responsible 
positions. '" ' ■ ' ' 

Grant.OF Mileage Allowance .to the Travelling Ticket Inspectors of. 

the Eastern Bengal Railway. '' ■ ' ' 

246.'Mr. Amar, Nath Dutt : (a) WiU the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a.fact that the Travelling Ticket-Inspectors .employed in the 
Eastern Bengal Railway were receiving mileage allowance like that of other 
running staff employed in the Traffic Department of the same Railway ? 

(&) If so, will the Government be pleased to state if‘they are at 
present performing, the same .nature of .duty as before,?, 

(c) If so, will the Government .be pleased to state, whether they 
are similarly treated in the matter of mileage allowance as before ? 

(d) ■'Will the Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that the 

Travelling Ticket-'Inspectoi-s ■ emplojmd in the: State Railwa 3 's • are con¬ 
sidered as Tunning staff in all'-respeets. - - ' ' ■ ' ■ 

’ '(e) 'If .soj ’^ill'the'Governraen't-he pleased to■ state why the Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors'employed in the'Eastern'Bengal Railway are'not equalh'; 
treated and granted mileage allowance ? - ■ 

(/). Is it .a fact .that the Travelling Ticket Inspectors of the. Eastern 
Bengal..Raihvaj’- submi'fcted .representations, to. the. Chief .A.uditqr of the- 
same' Railway 'regarding granting'mileage allowance to tliem '? ’ If so, 
what action has been taken, on;the •representations ? ■ - • • .- 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am collecting the information and will 
eoihmuhical'e-'with'tlfe :K6h6itrahle''l\remh''er'.'wh.eh''it. is7received:"' 
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Pkovisiok oe Quarters for the Travelling Ticket Inspectors op the 
■ Eastern Bengal IIailw.ay. 


1247. Mr/Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that the Travelling 
Ticket Inspector.s employed in the Eastern Bengal Railway have been 
suffering for want of quarters for a long time and that they made several 
representations to the authorities ? If so, what action, if any, has been 
taken on the representations ? 


Provision ' of Two SwiMinNG Baths ' for the European and Anglo- 

Indian Employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway at Paksey and 

Saidpur. 

248. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : ’(a) Is it a fact that the Eastern 
Bengal Railway Administration has recently provided two swimming 
baths, one at Paksey and the other at Saidpur, at a considerable cost to 
provide amenities for a few European ■ and Anglo-Indian employees 
stationed at these two stations ? ’ . ", - 

.(h) Is it also a fact that due to paucity of funds adequate arrange¬ 
ments could not be made for the supply of pure drinliing water to The staff 
posted at manj' road stations of the Eastern Bengal Railway ? 

. (c) If the replies to items (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, will the 
Government be pleased to say why money was spent in providing swim¬ 
ming baths for the benefit of a few in preference to a vast number of 
the Indian employees who are in diffieult}’’ for want of or for inadequate * 
arrangements for the supply of pure drinking water ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No. The swimming bath at Paksey was 
built from the funds of the Officers’ Club, and that at Saidpur from the 
funds of the Institute. 

(6) No. For the past three years a programme of tube well sinking 
has been in operation. But in a- number of instances these tube wells have 
failed to produce water of.satisfactory-qualit 3 % 

: •• r' r ' { 11 

(c) Does not arise. 

Indebtedness of the Subordinate Staff of the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 


249. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that the subordinates of 
the Eastern Bengal Railway are constantly borrowing money from the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Co-operative Credit Society and most of them are 
also having recourse to temporary ivithdrawals of Provident Fund money ? 
If so, are these due to economic distress and sickness of the subordinate staff 
of the Eastern Bengal Railway ? 


^ ^nply be in the affirmative, will the Government be pleased 

to state, what action, if any, they propose to take to relieve the distress ? 

eoUeeting information and will eom- 
mimieate with the Honourable Member when it is received. 

tFor ans-wrer to this question, see answer to question No. 235. 
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Insecurity of Service of the Subordinate Staff of the Eastern 

Bengae Railway. 

260. Mr, Amar Nath Dutt : (a) WiU the Government be pleased 
to state the reasons which led them to amend the words on reduction 
of establishment” in Annexure “A” in paragraph 298, Note No. 1, Chap. IV 
of State Railway Open Line Code, Vol. II, by the substitution of the words 
” in accordance with the terms of his agreement ”, as also to restrict the 
scope ol appeals from subordinate railway employees, by Standing Order 
No. 610, dated 4th August, 1919 ? 

(b) Will the Government be also pleased to state if it is a fact 
that the agreemenr which each subordinate railwa 3 ’’ employee is required 
to sign in token of his acceptance on first appointment contains a clause, 
that his services'are liable to be dispensed with at any time on a month’s 
notice or on a month’s pay in lieu thereof ? 

(c) Is it a fact that under the amendment of the code rule, vide {a) 
above and under the clause in service agreement, vide (b) above, the 
Eastern Bengal Railwaj'- Administration has of late discharged some em¬ 
ployees against whom no dereliction of duties were brought home and that 
due to the operation of the amended code rule some employees, having 
less than 15 years’ service at their credit have been deprived of the 
gratuity in terms of Annexure B, Rule 3 (II) (d) of gratuity rules, 
3ius causing extra hardships to these employees ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that Annexure A, Rule 5 of paragraph 298 of 
State Railway Open Line Code, Yol. II, very seldom, if ever, is applied by 
the Eastern Bengal Railway Administration when considering cases of dis¬ 
charge 

(e) If the replies to items (b) to (d) be ,in the afiSrmative, will the 
Government be pleased to say what steps, if any, the Government propose 
to take in this matter to safeguard the interests of the railwaj' emploj'ees 
against insecurity of service ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) As originally drafted, the paragraph of 
the State Railwaj' Open Line Code, to which the Honourable Member 
refers, was based on a decision reached by the Government of India in 
1888, but did not correctly interpret that decision, for it was not evOn then 
the intention that non-pensionable railway servants, who,- under the terms 
of their service, were'liable to discharge at one month’s notice, should 
have anj' right of appeal unless dismissed summarily and without one 
month’s pay. The matter was reviewed in 1919 as the practice of 
appealing to one authority after another against discharge in cases in 
which there was no violation of the tei-ms of service had grown to such 
an extent, owing to the incorrect drafting of the paragraph," as to re-act 
seriously on the efficiency' of railway working. It was then decided that, 
in order to prevent the power to discharge being exercised unfairly, a 
railway servant, discharged in accordance with the terms of his sermee, 
should be permitted to appeal to the authority immediately superior to 
the authority issuing the order of discharge. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Government are not aware whether the Eastern Bengal Railwaj' 
Administration has recent!j' found it necessary to discharge any emploj'es, 
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has become insufficient for the growing needs, of the Bailway, as well as 
of the travelling public, in view of Patna being the capital of the. Province 
of .Bihar , and Orissa, and requires, remodelling and expansion ? 

(6) What arrangements, if any; are contemplated in this direction ? 

_ (c) Are Government awa,Te that the European refreshment room 
at Patna Junction is situated on the station platform, while the Indian 
refreshment room has been located outside the main station building, 
and at some distanee .from ;it, and that .it is thereby, causing considerable 
inconvenience ..to passengers ?. Do Government propose to arrange for the 
location of , thA Indian'refreshment room' on'the'"main platfotih' 'bf the 
station,? ’ ■ ' .' ■ . ■ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (h). -There is no scheme for the re¬ 
modelling of the Patna Junction railwar^ station at present before.Gov- 
etnmeiit. - ' - ‘ 

(c) Government are not aware of the exact location of the Indian 
refreshment room, but are sending a copy of the Honourable Member!s 
question to the Agent of the East Indian Railway with a request that he 
will consider ivhether the arrangements at this station require improve¬ 
ment; ' . ■ ■ 

Reductioit op Intermediate Glass Pares on the East Iothan RiiiVAY* 

•V' •! . , ,, 

6. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh; Is it a fact that the fares of first, second 
and third classes have been reduced on the East Indian Railway, and that 
the fares of the intermediate class have not at all been reduced ? If so^ whj’'? 
Do Government propose to reduce intermediate class'fares as well ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons Intermediate class .fares by ordinary trains" 
on the Bast Indian RBlway were reduced on the 1st of January 1926 and; 
hy mail'trains on the '1st .of March, 1928. ’ No further reduction is at; 
present in contemplation. ' , ' • 

Employment of' Additional Booing, Clerks to ' cope wira the"'heavy 
Third Class Booking at Patna Junction. 

7. : Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is,it a Jact that-at Patna Junction, 
railway station (East Indian Railway) there ;is-only one; booking clerk, 
for the^ third cla.ss .to issue tickets for. the Up, Down and other trains^; 
much-' delay , and -, inconvenience being. caused: thereby ,to passengers ?, ;Do; 
Government propose to provide additional hands to. cope with the heavy 
third class booking at that station ,? / , 

Mr.,A.. A. L. Parsons-; Government do not receive information as.to. 
the number, of hooking, clerks at individual stations, but- have sent -a' 
copy of the Honourable Meniber’s question to the Agent of;.liie. East, 
Indian Railway for- such action as may be found to be required.-. ' r: 

Separation op the Oppice op the Legislative Assembly prom the Legisla- 
• ■ - - - ' tive Department;-! • ' ; - j 

: (u) Will -fhe Government be pleased to 
state if they have considted the Secretary of State regarding the separation' 
of the office of the Legislative Assembly from the Legislative Department ? 
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(&) -WlieR,do^ they ^propose to /pTitJhe. scheme into operation ? 

Mr. L. Graham : (a) The reply' is in the affirmative. 

' ' (6‘) As soon as'.possible after the sanction of the Secretary of State 

is'received. .. ■. 


Want or a Dear Letter Oeeioe in the Bihar and Orissa Postal Cirole. 

9. Knmar Ganganand Sinha : (a) Is, it a fact that there was a 
Dead Letter Office at Dinapore till 1905 and it was amalgamated vdth the 
Calcutta Dead Letter Office by reason of the partition of Bengal in that 
year ? , 

(b) Ts it a fact that after the creation of the province of Bihar and' 
Orissa, the Post and Telegraph Department created at Patna a separate 
postal circle; known aS the Bihar and Orissa' Postal Circle, without any 
Dead Letter Office ? ' 

.(c)' Is it a fact that the original intention of the Post and Telegrapli 
Department was to open a Dead Letter Office at Patna and. that not only 
was room allotted for the Dead Letter Office in the original plan of the 
hew povstah building’at. Patna but Mr. Sullivan, the then Personal Assist¬ 
ant to the Postmaster General, Bihar and Orissa, Avas sent to Calcutta in 
connection .with the.establishment.of the office.at Patna 5 - ' 

■(d) If the ariswer to part . (c) ' is in the affirmative, wiU the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state in detail the reason for abandoning the intention' 
of establishing a Dead Letter Office at Patna and place on the table of this 
House the eoz’respondence 'sub.stahti'ating those details ? • 

(e) Is there any-.Postal circle other than the Bihar- and Orissa Circle 
which ha's no Dead Letter Office under it ? If so, will the Government be, 
pleased to state their names ? 

if) Is ifa faet'that the Postmaster'General of Bihar and Orissa has 
no hand in the matter of supeiwision or administration' of the Calcutta' 
Dead Letter Office notwithstanding the fact that it is the Dead Letter Office 
of Bengal and Bihar and Oi'issa -: ' : 

(gr) Are Government aware of the fact that-the testing of the efficiency 
of post offices in Bihar and Orissa: suffers much for want of a Dead Letter 
Office in the circle ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (o) Yes. 

■ (b)'Yes. ‘ ' " ' ' - - 

■(c). No. ; - . - : 

(d) Does not arise.' 

(e) Yes, the Sind and Baluchistan Circle. . 

■ ■(/)',^ ' 

(g) Government are not awar& that the absence of a Dead Letter 
Office in the Biiiar and Orissa Circle has impaired the efficiency- of the 
postal service in that area. 
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Number of Clerks employed in the Dead Letter Office at Calcutta, 

ETC. 

10. Kiunar GangaDaud Sinha ; (a) Will the GoYermuent be pleased 
to state the number of clerks employed in the Dead Letter Office at Calcutta 
on : 

(•i) 16th October 1905, 

-(u) 1st January 1907, 

^ (in) 1st January 1910, 

(iv) 1st April 1924, 

(v) 1st April 1928, 

dividing them hy the provinces to which they belonged and sub-dividing 
them into Hindus and Mussalmans ? 

(b) In the ease of the province of Bihar and Orissa will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to indicate the number of Biliaris and Oriyas separately 
and state how many of the number indicated are persons belonging to the 
communities domiciled in Bihar and Orissa as different from the native 
inhabitants of the Province ? 

(c) How many natives of Bihar have been appointed as clerks in the 
Dead Letter Office during the last 14 years ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state the method followed 
for the recruitment of the different grades of clei’ks in the Dead Letter 
Office and the qualifications required for the same ? 

(e) is it a fact that during the last 14 years no Bihari has been 
appointed as a Manager of the Dead Letter Office, and that men were 
recruited from the Railway Mail Service and the Calcutta Postmaster 
General’s office to fill the vacancies ? If so, will the Government be pleased 
to state reasons for the same ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatt^s : (a-) (f)— (iv). No infor¬ 

mation is available. 

(v) Bengal—63 (43 Hindus and 20 Mussalmans). 

Bihar—11 (10 Hindus and 1 Mussulman). 

Orissa— 2 (2 Hindus only). 

United Provinces— 5 (5 Hindus only). 

Bombay—2 (2 Hindus only). 

Madras—2 (1 Hindu and 1 Christian). 

(b) 11 Biharis and 2 Oriyas. All are natives of Bihar and Orissa 
respectively. 

(c) Four. This number includes one Bihari Mussulman entertained 
after the 1st April 1928 making the total number of Biharis employed in 
the Dead Letter Office 12. 

(d) Recruitment is made according to requirements. The “ Matri- 
erdation ” is the minimum educational qualification and preference is 
given to candidates having a knowledge of different languages. 

(e) No Bihari has been appointed Manager of the Dead_Letter_ Office 
for the last 14 years. An official of the Railway Mail Service was 
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appointed as Manager, The reason,was that, at .the time no senior suitable, 
man was.aTailable for the'post. ' 

Depotawon oe the Indian Police Association to His Excellency 
‘ THE Viceroy. 

■ 11. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is it a fact that His' Excellency 

the, Viceroy received a, deputation of the Indian Police Association con- ’ 
sisting of Messrs. Ewart Powell and Smith on the ,8th June last ? If. so, -^11 
the Governjnent be pleased to state the .subject or subjects which .were dis¬ 
cussed and the reply of His Excellency the Viceroy ? • Will the;Hovernment 
he pleased to. lay on the table all information in their possession about the 
deputation ? 'i, ■ ■ ■ • ■ 

■ The Hdnburahle Mr. J. Orerar : The reply to the first part of the 
..question is in the affirmative. The questions discussed isolated to certain 
matters connected with" the conditions of service of the Indian Police 
Service. Government do not consider it necessary to lay on the table 
ahj'.papers on the subject. 

, . Construction of a Eailway Bbidce over the Gunduk. 

12. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singih : Is there a proposal to construct a rail¬ 
way bridge over the Gunduk between the proposed Chalda-Karnoul- 
Thawe section of the Bengal and North Western Railway, in Bihar ? If 
so, has pro%dsion been made for a footpath on the bridge ? 

Mr. A, A. L, .Parsons : The line mentioned by the Honourable Member 
is only under survej'-, and no decision has yet been reached whether it will 
be constructed. It is not therefore possible at present to give an answer 
to his question. 

Construction of a Railway Bridge over the Ganges at Mokameh 

Ghat. 

13. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the Secretary of 

State for India has sanctioned the construction of a railway bridge over 
the Ganges af Mokameh Ghat ? If so, when is the work of construction 
likely to be taken .np ? ; . 

(b) Is there a proposal that the raihvay bridge at this point will be 
for tbe broad gauge, and that the Bast Indian Railway will he extended 
up to Baram-ie Junction (Bengal and North Western Railway), Bihar, for 
transbiiiment of goods and passengers between the Bast Indian Railwaj' 
and the Bengal and North Western Railway ? 

Mr. A, A. L. Parsons : (a) No. , , 

(b) No. . . • ' . . 

Construction of a Railway from Mashrak to Thawe. 

14. Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government kindly state when 
the construction of the railway line from Mashrak to Thawe (Bengal and 
North Western Railway) in Bihar is likely to be taken up and coriipleted ? 

- Mr. A. 'A; L. Parsons : The line was sanctioned on the 14th of June 
this year,-and provision for the commencement of construction has hecii 
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made in the current year’s Budget. It is anticipated that it will he com¬ 
pleted in 1930-31. 

State Management of the Bengal and North Western Railway. 

16. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Do Government propose, in pursuance 
of their declared poliej’’, to bring under State control and management the 
administration of the Bengal and North Western Railway, or anj’^ section 
of it ? If so," -when ? And if not, why not ? 

Mr. A. A. L Parsons : The right to determine the contract does not 
arise until the 31st of December 1932 when it can be determined on giving 
one year’s notice. This applies to all sections of the railway. The ques¬ 
tion whether it should then be determined has not yet been considered. 

Location of the Imperial Library. 

16. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : With reference to my starred question 
No. 143 of the 31st January 1927, regarding the location of the Imperial 
Library, Calcutta, will Government be pleased to state the substance of 
the recommendation of the Committee which was appointed to consider 
this question, together with the decision of the Government thereon 7 r- 

Mr, G. S. Bajpai : The Committee recommended the retention of the 
Imperial Library in Calcutta, The Government of India have accepted 
the recommendation. 

Construction of a Railway betr'een Muzaffarpur and Sitajiarhi. 

17. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (1) Have Government received copjc. 
of the following Resolution which was passed unanimously by the Muzaffar¬ 
pur District Board, on the 28th April 1928 : 

“ (a) The Muzaffarpur District Board strougiy recommends the early construc¬ 
tion of a direct raihyay line between Muzaffarpur ond Sitamarhi, inas¬ 
much as Sitamarhi is an important and growing Sub-Division of Muzaffar¬ 
pur, and it is confidently expected that the passenger as Ti\ell as goods 
traffic will justify the outlay, and the line is bhely to prove remunerative, 
and will remove a long felt nant of the public. 

(h) The Local Government h.as already recognised the urgency of this line, i^de 
proceedings of the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council, dated the 25th 

, July 1921, and 7th August 1926. 

(c) Conies of tliis Resolution be forwarded to (1) the Secretary, Railway Board,* 
Simla ■ (2) the Agent, Benga.1 and North Western Railway, Gorakhpur ; 
and (3} klr. Gaya Prasad Singh, M.L.A., Muzaffarpur, for necessary 
action. ’ ’ ? 

(2) What is the position with regard to this railway project ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (1) Yes. ■ 

(2) The Agent of the Bengal and North Western Railway has carried 
out a traffic survey, the results of which have recently been reported to 
the Railway Board and are under their consideration. 

Opening Hours of Booking Offices at Railway Stations. 

Prasad Singh : (a) Will Government kindly give the 
names of the Railwa 3 ’' Administrations which have carried out the instrue- 
lons issued in May 1926, in pursuance qf my suggestion that the opening 
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hours of booking offices should be notified by posters in the vernacular in 
front of third class booking windows at all stations, as stated by the 
Honourable Sir George Rainy in this House on the 28th February 1928 ? 

(I)) If the orders have not y^'et been carried out by any Railway Ad¬ 
ministration, will the Government be pleased to give reasons for the non- 
compliance ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Information has been received from all . 
Railways that this has now been done. ^ , 

(b) Does not therefore arise. 

Third Glass Booking Office at Kathgodam. 

19, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Are Government aware that at 
Kathgodam railway station (Rohilkund and Kumaon Railway! there is 
no notice put uj) befoi’e the third class booking office to indicate the 
booking hours ? 

(&) Is it a fact that this Booking Office is not open for 24 hours, with 
the result that there is a lot of rush at the booking window for tickets ’ 

(c) Are Government aware that Kathgodam is the terminus for people 
going up to, or coming down from Naini Tal, Almora, etc., and traffic is 
heavy during the season t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No. Government are informed that there 
is a notice at the booking office windows. 

(b) The booking office is not open for 24 hours. The Railway Admi¬ 
nistration has experienced no undue rush and passengers are booked 
without difficulty and in good time by the trains they intend to travel. 

(c) Kathgodam is a terminal station but the inward and outward 
. 'traffic is not so heavy that it cannot be efficiently dealt with by the staff 

provided, 

■ Prohibition of the I-mport of Vegetable Ghee. 

20. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Are Government aware -that in 
reply to a question in the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council on the 20tli 
March 1928, on the subject of what is called vegetable ghee or Banaspati 
ghee, the Local Government replied that “ it has been analysed and re¬ 
ported on in a paper by the Chemical Examiner, Punjab, published in 
the Indian Journal of Medical Research for January 1927 ” ; and that 
“ it is a pure vegetable oil which is prepared in factories in Holland and 
GermaujL In the preparation process, the vitamins are destroyed and the 
food value is therefore seriously affected. It may be used in cooking, e.ff., 
for frying, but is not good as a direct ingredient in food-stuffs ” ? 

(i) Do Government propose to prohibit the import of this article into 
India ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) Yes. 

(6) The Honourable Member is referred to the answer given to parts 
(c) and (d) of Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh's question No. 13 in 
the House on 1st February last. 
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Petition eeom Mk. Drighnath Singh and others. 

21. Kumar Gangauand Sinha : {a) Have GoA'ernment received any 
petition from Mr. Driglinatli Singh and others through their attorney 
regarding their claim to certain properties in the district of the Santhal 
Parganas ? 

(fe) If so, when was it forwarded by the Bihar and Orissa Govern¬ 
ment 1 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government aAvare 
that the petitioners submitted their memorial to the Bihar and Orissa Gov¬ 
ernment on the 17th October, 1927 ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state the maximum delay per¬ 
missible in forwarding petitions ? 

(e) What di.scretion lies with the Local Governments in this matter ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(&) In December, 1927. 

(c), (d‘) and (e). Do not arise. 

Eepresentation oe Indians on the Legislative Council in Fiji. 

22. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; (a) Is it a fact that there are about 
65,000 Indians in Fiji, for wdiom only 3 seats on the Legislative Council of 
Fiji are proposed to be allotted, wdiile as manj’^ as 6 seats are to be given 
to the Europeans, ‘who are only about 5,000 in number ? 

(h) What steps have Government taken, or propose to take, to remedy 
this racial differentiation ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) and (h). The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to the answers given by Mr, Bhore to his starred 
question No. 252 and the connected supplementaries on the same subject 
on the 2nd February 1927. No suitable opportunity has since occurred 
of suggesting an increase in the representation of the Indian community 
on the Fiji Legislative Council. 

Abolition oe the Pol-Tax levied on Indians in Fiji. 

23. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that Mr. Badri Maharaj, 
who was the only Indian—a nominated member—on the Fiji Legislative 
Council, resigned his seat as a protest against the imposition of the poll-tax 
in Fiji ? Is this tax levied only on Indians ? If so, why ? Have Gov¬ 
ernment taken any steps to bring about its abolition ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : With regard to the first and second parts of the 
question, the attention of tfie Honourable Member is invited to the reply 
given on the 13th March 1925 to his starred question No. 1194. The third 
part of the question does not arise. As regards the fourth part, the 
Honourable Member is referred to part {a) of the reply given on the 15th 
February 1927 to his question No. 446. 

Publication op an up-to-date Indian Bradshaw by the Railway 

Board. 

24. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Do the Railway Board propose to 
publish an authoritative and up-to-date Indian Bradshaw, and to sell it to 
the public at a cheap rate ? If not, why not ? 
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Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : Government are not prepared to endorse tlie 
Honourable Member’s criticism on tbe publication mentioned by him. 
The Publicity Office are now publishing a time table of the prineipai 
raihvays of India at the price of Re. 1. 

CONSTBUCTION OB A RAILWAY PBOM RiSHIKESH TO KaBNPBAYAG. 

25. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Will Government kindly state how 
far the project^of constructing a railway line from Rishikesh to Karnprayag, 
in Garhwal (United Provinces) has progressed ? 

(I) Is it a fact that the programme of railway construction and pro¬ 
jects for 1929-30 which was placed before the twenty-second meeting of the 
Board of Communications, United Provinces, held at Lucknow, on the 
4th April 1928, included the Rishikesh-Karnprayag Railway ? If so, what 
decision was arrived at ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the opening of the Rishikesh- 
Karnprayag Railway will tap the forest resources of the mountains in 
Garhwal, and is likely to prove remunerative, besides ser\ing the pilgrim 
traffic to Badri Nath shrine ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) The Railway Board are awaiting the 
abstract estimate and revised traffic report which the Railway Adminis¬ 
tration w'ere asked to complete bj’’ June of this year. 

(1) Government have no information ; and the project stand-s eighth 
on the list of new-- projects recommended by the Government' of tlie United 
Provinces for 1929-30. 

(c) Information on these points will no doubt be contained in the 
traffic survey report which is awaited. 

CoNSTBUCTION OB A RAILWAY BETWEEN InDIA AND BURMA. 

26. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to the following Resolution passed by the Indian Indus¬ 
trial and Commercial Congress, held in Madras in December 1927 : 

“ This Congress is of opinion that the construction of a railway line connecting 
India with Burma is an urgent necessity, and recommends to the Gov¬ 
ernment of India to consider the admissibility of constructing such a 
railway at the earliest possible opi>ortuuity ” ? 

(b) Is there any proposal for constructing such a line ? If not, why 

not ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) Yes. 

(b) The answer to the first/ part of this question is, no, and to the 
second, that there is no hope of any such line being at present remunera¬ 
tive. 

Leave Rules ob Indian Obbiceks on the Assam Bengal Railway, the 

Bengal Nagpub Railway and the Bengal and Nobth Westebn, 

Railway. 

27« Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; (a) Will Government kindly state 
whether Indian officers appointed in England, and in India, on the Assam 
Bengal Railway, Bengal Nagpur Railway, and tbe Bengal and North 
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Western .Railway, are entitled to the same furlough rules as European officers 
on those Railways are entitled to ? 

(&) What is the position of Indian officers appointed in India, and in 
England, regarding leave rules on State Railways, compared with those 
on Company Railways 1 Are the status of Indian officers in this matter 
the same on these Company Railways as on State Railways ? If not, why 
not ? . - . ‘ 

(c) Do Government propose to take necessary steps to equalise their 
status, so that Indian officers may not be worse off in this respect as eom- 
I)ared with English officers ? - 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No. 

(h) The grant of furlough to officers of Asiatic domicile on State- 
managed Railwa 3 =’s is regulated bj-- the Fundamental Rules of which 
there is a copy in the LibrarjL The Fundamental Rules are not in force 
on Company-managed RaiLwa 3 ^s j but the Companies can frame leave 
lules for their emplo 3 ’’ees, whether European or Indian, within the limits 
of certain general rules which were laid down in 1901, and a copj’" of 
which is in the Library*. As a result, the leave rules, of both European 
and Indian Officers, on Company-managed Railwa.vs are not the same as 
those of officers on State-managed Railwaj^s. 

(c) Government Jo not propose to take any action. The officers 
concerned are the servants of the Companies, and it rests with the Com¬ 
panies to determine what their leave rules should be within the limits 
laid down in 1901. 

Sepaeate Waiting Room for First and Second Class European 

Passengers at Hardwar. 

28. Mr. ,Gaya Prasad Singh : With reference to starred que^stion 
No. 453 of the i9tK March 1928, and the'reply'of Government that there is 
a separate waiting room for first and second class European passengers 
at Hardwar raihA-aj^ station, will the Government be pleased to state whj’- 
this racial discrimination is being maintained ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The AgenV has instructed the Divisional 
Superintendent that the upper class Availing rooms are to be aAmilable 
for all passengers Avith npper class tickets and are not to be resciwed solely 
for European passengers. 

Report op the Committee appointed to enquire into the Affairs of the 

Delhi University, 

29. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Is it a fact that the Government 

appointed a Co mm ittee about a year hack to enquire into the affairs of 
the Delhi University ? Has the report of the Committee been submitted, 
and when 1 And when is it likely to be available ? What are the decisions 
of the Government thei’eon ? ' ' 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The ansAver to the first question is in tlie affirma¬ 
tive. The report was submitted to the Government of India on the 28th 
December 1927 ; it is now under consideration, but no 'final conclusions 
haA'e yet been reached by Government. Six copies of the report have 
bden placed in the Library of the House. 
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Number of Cadets undergoing- Training on the Training Ship 

“ Dufferin”. 


30. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) "With reference to my imstarred 
question No. 380 of the 13th March last, will Government Icindly .state 
separately the number of candidates from the ditferent Provinces, who are 
under training for careers in the Mercantile Marine in the Trainiiw .Ship 
“ Dufferin’M 

■V 

(h) What is the period of training, and what stipends, allowances, etc., 
if any, are given to the students during their course of training ? Wliat is 
the monthly fee levied from the students ; and what are their prospects 
after they have qualified ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (o) The number of cadets from 
different-Provinces who are undergoing training on the “ Dufferin ” is 
as follows : 


Madras .. .. .. ,. 1 

Bombay . . .. .. .. 10 

Bengal .. .. .. .. 2 

United Provinces .. .. .. • 5 

Punjab .. .. .. .. 3 

Burma .. .. .. .. , 1 

North-West Frontier Province .. . . 1 

Delhi .. .. .. .. 1 

Ajmcr-Merivara .. .. ., 2 

Indian States ,. .. .. 3 


(1)) Information on the various points referred to is contained in 


•the Prospectus of the Training Ship “ Dufferin 
able in the Library of the Legislature. 


a copy of which is avail- 


Smuggling op Opium prom Nepal into Bihar and Orissa, 

31. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Witli reference to mj’^ imstarred 
question No. 382 of tlie 13th March 1928, regarding the smuggling of opium 
from Nepal into the Proidnce of Bihar and Orissa, and the reply of the 
Government that " measures for checking smuggling from Nepal are being 
considered ”, will Government kindly .state the measures which have been 
taken, or are pi’oposed to be taken, to cheek this evil ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The matter is still 
under consideration. 

Nomination op a qualified Sikh to the Indian Civil Service in 1928, 

32. Sardar Gulab Singh : (1) Is it true that a certain number of 
selections of qualified candidates are made every year by the Government 

'of India for nomination to the Indian Civil Service with the object of ad¬ 
justing communal inequalities arising out of the results of the yearly 
examination ? 

(2) Is it true that matters other than position of the candidate in 
the examination, .such as family services to the Government, arc also taken 
into consideration in making the above-mentioned selections ? 

LCGLA D 
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(3) Is it a fact (a) that, in vicAV of tlie principle mentioned in (1), 
no Ilindn candidate conld have been sclecled this year ; (&) that Mr. 
Tarlcehan Dass Bedi, S|oJshar Dass Bedi, oE Dera Baba iS^anak, Panjab, 
has been selected this 3 'ear ? 

(4) Are Government aware of the fact that the Sikh community has 
been, for some j'^ears past, ventilating it.s grievance that a due share is not 
given to it in the .said .selections ? 

(5) Is it a fact (a) that the Government of India this j’^ear allotted 
one post to the Sikh communitj* for selection ; and asked for the recom¬ 
mendation of a Si7,‘h candidate ; (?>) that the Punjab Government recom¬ 
mended the aforc.said Mr. Tarlochan Da.ss Bedi for selection a.s a Bil;h 
candidate ? 

(6) Is it a fact (o) that tlie Sikh eommimitj'.^ through its various 
agencies, conveyed, to the Government, its protest against the recommenda¬ 
tion and selection of Mr Tarlochan Dass Bedi as a SGGi as he is not a Sikli 
but is a Hindu ; (h) that the Government of India w^ere favourable to the 
above Sikh view ? 

(7) Are Government jiware of the strong feeling prevalent among the 
Sikh community to the effect that the said post reserved for it this year has 
not been given to it ? 

t81 Will the Government be pleased to state (a) why the said post 
has not been given to a qualified Sikh candidate ; (?>) Avhether it has been 
withdrawn ? H ^ 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (1) Selections arc made by the 
Government of India on the advice of the Public Service Commission. 

(2) No, The only question taken into consideration is the indivi¬ 
dual candidate’s personal fitness for appointment. 

( 3 ) (a) It was not found necessary to reserve for Hindus any of 

the vacancies set aside for adjusting communal inequalities. 

(h) Yes. 

(4) The Sikh community, like other communities, has no doubt 
pressed its claims. 

(5) , (6), (7) and (8). The Government of India asked the Public 
Service Commission to recommend a Sikh candidate. They recommend¬ 
ed Mr. Bedi. The Government of India asked the Punjab Government 
whether they accepted Mr. Bedi as a Sikh, and on the Punjab Govern¬ 
ment repljdng in the affirmative the appointiment was recommended to 
the Secretary of State, and Mr. Bedi was appointed. The Government 
of India received a number of representations to the effect that Mr. Bedi 
should not be regarded as a Sildr. These were communicated to the Gov¬ 
ernment of the Punjab, whose opinion remained unchanged. 

' Prevention of Floods. 

33. Khan Bahadmr Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Have Government 
taken any step to cheek floods ? 

(h) If so, wiU they please state what those .steps are ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (a) and (?j). I would re¬ 
mind tlie Honourable Member that flood prevention is primarilj’- a provincial 
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concern. But in vicAV of the importance of the subject, the Government 
of India in 1924 and again m 1927 drew the attention of all Local Gov¬ 
ernments to tlie matter and offered to assist them in investigating the 
causes of and remeclie.s for recurring floods. An expert Committee, of 
wliich the Consulting Engineer to the Government of India was a mem¬ 
ber, has recently been investigating the problem in Orissa. 

Muharrum Holidays in the Imperial Secretariat. 

34. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will tlie Government ' 
Ijlcase state tlie numl)er of days during Muharrum on Avhich liolidays arc 
given to the employees of the Imperial Secretai-iat in general and to the 
Jluliamraadans in iiarticular ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The principal day during Muharrnm 
IS observed as a closed holiday for members of all communides of the 
Imiierial Secretariat and two additional da 3 ’’s are also given to Muliani- 
maaan emplojmes. 


Grant op Conveyance Allowance to Members oe the Legislative 
Assembly at Simla and New Delhi, 

I 

36. Khan Bahadur Sarfara,z Hussain Khan : (a) Are Government 
willin'' to allow conve.yanee allowance to Members during the Simla Session 
of tlie^Asscmbly and Members living in Now Delhi during the Delhi Session 
as they allow to Members living in Delhi during the Delhi Session ? 

(6) If not, will they please state the reasons ? 

Mr. L. Graham : (a) Non-official Members wdio reside in Now Delhi 
and do not draw free haulage of a motor car or a carriage and horses 
may draw a conveyance allowance of Rs. 50 per mensem for the period 
for wliieh thej^ are entitled to dailj'' allowance. 

(5) The Government of India can see no justification for granting 
a special allowance, OAmr and above the dailj' allowance of Rs. 20, to 
Honourable Memhei’S in Simla, where conditions are difCei’cut from those 
prevailing in New Delhi, 


Cost or the Kabul Legation. 

36. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state if the cost of the Kabul Legation is paid whollj’' from the 
Indian Exchequer ? 

(b) If so, do thc\' propose to represent to the Secrctaiy of State to 
consider the desirability of haying the cost of the Kabul Legation shared 
oiiuiillj'' bj^ India and Great Britain ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) be in the negative, will Government please 
state reasons ? 

Sir Denys Bray : I would invite the attention of the Ilonournhlc 
Member to the answer given by me to questions Nos. 42. 87, 101 and 389 
on the 25th August 1925. 

LGOLA . 
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Liberation op Slaves-in India and its Outlying Tracts, 

37. Khan Eahadtu’ Sarfaraz^ Hussain Khan : WiU Government 
jilcnse state what further progress, if any, has been made in the attempt for 
the liberation of slaves in India and its ontl.ying tracts ? 

Sir Denys Bray : I propose for convenience sake to give a single 
answer to the Honourable Member’s four que.stions* on the subject of 
.slavery. 

2. The newspaper reports referred to arc generally correct. 

! 3. In the eoui'se of the anti-slavery operations on the North Bast border 

of Burma last cold weather, 1,398 were released in the Triangle and ad¬ 
joining area. With the exception of 20 slaves who live in a remote area 
beyond the scope of those operations, abolition of slavery in the Kaehin 
Hills is believed to be complete, 

4. A full account of the Triangle expedition is contained in Mr. 
Barnard’s report, a copy of which has been placed in the Library. 

5. Further measures to cope with the difficult problem of suppress¬ 
ing human saci'iflce in the more inaccessible parts of the Naga Hills and 
HukaWng Valley are under consideration. 


Construction op a Eailway between Contai and Contai Boad.- 

38. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; (a) With reference to 
Govcrniuent reph" to unstarred question No. 36 in the meeting of the 
C'lOuncil of State on the 8th February 1928. regarding the construction of a 
railway hetneen Contai and Contai Road station on the Bengal Nagpur' 
Railway, will Government plea.se state whether the Bailwa.v Board have 
come to any decision in the matter ? 

(h) If so, will they please communicate its decision to the House ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The project has been sanctioned. 

Supply op Waterproofs to Postmen and Telegraph Peons. 

‘3.9. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Is it a fact that postmen 
and telegraphmen are provided with waterproofs during the rainy .season ? 
If noi, do Government propose lo provicle waterproofs to po.stnien and 
telegraphmen during the rainy season ? 

Mr, P. G-. Rogers : Yes ; waterproofs are provided where necessary. 

Report of the Roads Development Committee, 

40. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state when the Report of the Roads Development Commit!ee is^ ex¬ 
pected to be pre.sented to the Assemblj’^ ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The Report has not yet been 
received hy the Government of India, 

t - 

Control op Opium Smoking. 

41. Khan Bahadur Sarfarz Hussain Khan : Will Government 

to make a statement showing the steps so far taken in the 
difte reut provinces of British India to cheek and control opium smoking ? 

^Nos. 37, 108, 134 aud 150. 
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ihe Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra-; In Assam, opium smok¬ 
ing lias been totally proliibited by legislation. A sy.siem eff registration 
and rationing is in foree in Burma.- No new names can be achled to the 
i-egistcr, and with the gradual disappearance'of the persons now on the 
register, opium smoking will cease to exist in Burma. Smoking in eom- 
Xiaiiy has been prohibited by legislation in the Punjab, Delhi, the North- 
West Frontier Province, Baluchistan and the United Provinces. An 
Act prohibiting opium smoking in Bihar and Orissa, except by registered 
smokers, was passed by the local Legislative Council in January^ 1928. 
It will eorae into force from the 1st January 1929. A Bill aiming at the 
.ultimate prohibition of opium smoking in the Central Provinces Is being 
discussed by the local Legislative Council. The Government of Madras 
propose to undertake legislation prohibiting opium smoking altogether. 
The Government of Bombay are also considering measures to bring 
about the ultimate suppression of opium smoking in the Presidcnc 3 n 
A Bill to penalise opium smoking bj'^ other than registered smokers is 
being drafted by the Government of Bengal. 

Training op Indians for Higher Service in the Forest Department. 

42. Khan Bahadur Sarfara 2 Hussain Khan : Will tlie Government 
be pleased to furnish information to tlie House about the progress made 
in the training of Indians for higher service in the Forest Department ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : A statement giving the infoinnatiou available has 
.been laid on the table of the House. 

Statamevt. 

(a) Number of luGiuiis recruited to the Indian Forest Service 

since 1921 .. .. .. .. 59 

fb) Number of ludiaiis wlio have been or are being trained for 

technical po.sts at the Forest Re.searcli Institute, Debra Dun G 

Construction of a Railway from Manjiad via klALAGAON and Dhulia to 

Narhana. 

43. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will the Goveimment 
please state if the Railway Board has considered and come to any decision 
in the matter of the projiGsed construction of a railway line from klanmad 
via Malagaon and Dhulia to Narhana ? {Vide question No. 4 in the 
meeting of the Council of Slate on Gth Pebruaiy 1928) ? 

(5) If so, will they please eominunicate its decision to the House ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Raihvay has’ been informed tliat the Raihvaj^ Board do hot consider the 
project remunerative, and are tbercfoi-e not prepared to undertake its 
constiuction. If, however, the Government of Bombay are prepared to 
guarantee the line, they will reconsider the matter, 

OoNSTRUCTfON OF THE BeLAPGR-NaSIK RAILWAY. 

44. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; {a) Will Government 
please state if the Railway Board has come to any decision regarding the 
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eoDstruction of the Belapnr-Nasik Kailway ? (FifZe question No. 5 in the 
meeting of the Council of State on Gtli February 1928) ? 

(&) If so, 'will thej^ please conununicate its decision to the House ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No- decision lias been reached. The align- 
inent is under investigation. 

The Post Oeeiob Guarantee Fund, 

45. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : With reference to 
Government reply to question No. 8 (e) and (/) in the meeting of the 
Council of Slate on 6th February 1928, .staling that Rs. 10,7.5,651 wore' 
credited to the Capital Account of the Po.sts and Telegraphs Department, 
will Government jdease state for what pnr]mse this fund has or will ))c 
utilized ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : As the purposes for which 
thi,s fund U'as instituted, and its dispo.sal, liave been the subject of repealed 
questions in the Assembly, I U'ill give a brief .statement about it ^\'hich I 
hope will make the position clear to the Hoiiourable Member. 

The Post Office Guarantee Fund came into existence in 1873 with, as 
its object, the making good within certain limits at the collective cost of the 
Post Office staff los.ses caused by the negligence or nii.seonduct by postal 
-employees. .Subscriptions were taken at fixed rates of Rs. 2 and Re. 1 per 
amntm according to pay, -(rbieli rates of subscrijitioii were subsetjuently 
]-edueed, and finally, in 1905, ceased altogether to be levied. As the balanoo 
of the Fund grew, objects .such as the grant of compassionate gratuities to 
the staff were included in the scope of the Fund, with the result that by 192.5 
expenditure of the following kinds was being met from it : 

(a) lo.s.ses caused by the negligence or misconduct of postal staff Avhich 
would otherwise be irrecoverable, 

(h) rewards for specially lionest and courageous .service of postal 
officials in the discliarge of their dntie.s, 

(c) compensation to postal officials for loss of private property, due 

to accidents, e.g., fire, floods, suffered by them while on duty, 

(d) cost of journeys undertaken by certain low paid postal staff in 

connection with medical examination for the Po.st Office 
Insurance Fund ; and 

(c) compassionate gratuities to postal staff and their dependants. 

Of recent years the interest, amounting to a little over lialf a lakh of 
rupees annually, accruing on the existing investments of the fund proved no 
longer .sufficient to meet all tliesc charges. Government were not prepared 
to resume the former practice of leT'jfing subvseriplions from the .staff, and it 
was decided to abolhsli tlie fund by crediting to the Post pd Telegraph 
’-■apital Account the .sale proceeds of the securities in whicli it was invested 
(amounting with interest to about Rs. 11 lakhs) and that, in future, expendi¬ 
ture under the various heads enumerated above sbmild be budgeted for in 
full in the working expenses budget of the Department in the ordinary way. 
fhe total-of these items of expenditure i.s considerably in excess of the total 
mteresl which was formerly obtained from the fund iin^cstments, and it 
will be obvious therefore that those who are interested in the disposal of 
the fund benefit by the 'decision taken in the matter. . ' ' 
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Safety oi;' Mail Runners, etc. 

46. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will , Government 
please state : - •' / 

(a) What safeguards they have provided for the safety of the mail 
runners when they have to pass through dangerous places, 
namety, places where they may be liable to attacks from beasts 
or robbers ? 

(&) Whether they jirojiose to give one day’s holiday in a Aveck to 
postmen ; and, if not, what relief they propose to give to the 
postmen in this regard ? 

The Honourable 3VIr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) The Honourable ]\Icmbcr is 
referred to the reply given on the 26th January 1926 bj’- the Honourable Sir 
Bbupendra Nath Mitra to his .starred cpiestion No. 250 in the Legislative 
Assembly, The mea.sure.s described in that reply have been introduced 
and arc being extended as far as funds permit ; but the Honourable klember 
AA'ill realise that to set on foot these measures to the maximum possible extent 
would be a very expensive business. The question of their extension is 
receiving the further attention of Government particularly with reference 
to the decision that, where cash or insured articles of over a specified value 
are carried, the runners should ordinarily be doubled, since it is doubtful 
whether in this ease the precaution may not defeat its own object by 
advertising the value of the mail bags and may thus mcrelj^ result in expos¬ 
ing tAVO persons instead of one to danger. The Honourable Member may lie 
assured that Government are donig tlieir best to ensure' the safety of mail 
runners AA'herc thej" are exposed to danger. 

(h) The matter is under examination. 

Electrification op Railways for the Calcutta Subarban Traffic 
’ ■ Service, 

47. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will Government please 
stale what fui’ther progress has been made regarding the electrification of 
railAvays for the Calcutta subarban traffic service {vide Government reply 
to question No, 90 in the meeting of tlic Council of State on the 13th March 
1928) ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Raihvay Board are boav considering the 
reports on the iiroject receiAmd from their Consulting Engineers and from 
an offieei" Avho Ava.s placed on special duty to deal Avith the engineering si <■ 
of the scheme. 

Construction of a Railavay between Muzaffarpur and Sitamarhi. 

4B. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will Government please 
state what progress, if any, has been made regarding the proposed construc¬ 
tion of the Miizaffarpur-Sitamarhi line ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Raihv.ny Board haA-e just received the 
traffic survey of thi.s line. 

Release of Political Detenus. 

49. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : {«) Will Government 
please state If any further releases of the persons detained under Regula- 
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tion III of 1818 and the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925, have 
been made sinee the qne.sljoii Ko. 106 was put in tlie meeting of the Council 
of. State on 13tli March 1928 ? 

(&) If so, what is llie number of the persons so released '? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The number of releases at the end 
of February was 118. On tlie 15th August the number of releases totalled 
170. ' On the latter date there were onbe 13 person.s under any form of 
restraint under the Bengal Criniina] Law Amendment Act, and none of 
these were detained in jail. 


Names op the High Courts wnreu have peamed Bules under the Indian 

Bar Councils Act, 1926. 

60. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : AVill the Government 
please state tlie names of the High Courts which have framed rule.s under 
the Indian Bar Councils Act, 1926 ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Buies nncler the Indian Bar-Councils 
Act, 1926, have been framed by the Madras, Calcutta, and Allahabad High 
Courts, and the Chief Court of Oudh. Government have been informed 
that the rules in respect of the Bombay, Rangoon and Patna High Courts 
will be ready by the 1st Januar.y 1929. 


Beport and Estimates op the Shikoh^ubad-Etah-Kasganj Bailway. 

61. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz -Hussain Khan ; (a-) Will Government 
please state if they have received the report and estimates of the Shikolia- 
bad-Eiah-Kasganj Railway .scheme [vuh Government I’eply to question 
No. 144 (/)) in the meeting of the Council of State on 22nd March 1928]. ?■ 

(6) If so, have they come to any decision ; and if they have do they 
propd‘se'-to eommunieate it to the House V • j . 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : («) No. 

(h) The report and estimates are expected shortly. 


Running of another Express Train prom Bombay to Delhi. ' 

Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : («) Will Government 
decision has been arrived at regarding the running of 
G^iess tram from Bombay to Delhi (vide Government reply to 
510^11*^1928°^? meeting of the Council of State on 22nd 

(&) If so, do they propose to communicate the decision to the House 7 

Mr A. A. L. Parsons ; Yies, another express train was introduced 
from 1st of May 1928. - 


The Dacca-Aricha Railway. 

53. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will the Govern¬ 
ment please state if the Railway Board has arrived at any decision regard¬ 
ing tlie ^jJaeca-Aricha Railway [vide . starred question No. 12 (a) (6) in 
the meeung of the Legislative Assemhly on 1st February 1928].?, 
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(6) If so, do they propose to communicate the decision of the Board to 
the House ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Railway Board liave considevt>d the 
report and estimates of the Dacca-Aricha Railway project, and Hie 
Government of India are in correspondence with the Beeretary of Btalc 
on the subject. " 


Import of Vegetable Ghise. 

M. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: With reference to 
Government rojdy to starred question No. 13 (cZ) regarding the imporl of 
vegetable ghee, vegetable fat, etc., into India, asked in the meeting of the 
Legislative Assembly on 1st Pebrnary 1928, Avill the Goverinnent please 
state i 

(a) If they have arrived at anj’^ decision regarding the suggestion 
by a Local GoA'ernment to prohibit the imijort into, ox' 
manufacture within, Britisli India of such products uidess 
they are coloured in such a way that they cannot be mixed 
with or pa.ssed off as natural ghee without immediate detec¬ 
tion ? 

(1)) If so, do thej!' propose to communicate their decision to the House ? 

(c) Will thej'- please state the name of the Local Government which 
has made the above suggestion ? 

(cZ) Do they propose to consult Local Governments otlier than the 
one Avhicli lias made the .suggestion ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The suggestion urns made by 
the Government of tlie Punjab. It has been referred to tlie oilier Local 
Governments and their views are awaited. 

Hours of Work and Weekly Rest Day of Railavay EsiPLoYEiis. 

56. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Witli reference to 
Govei'nment reply to starred question No. 31 («) asked in tlie meeting of 
the Legislative A.ssembly on l.st February 1928, regarding hours of work 
and Aveekly rest day of raiLvay employees, Avill Governmeul piea.so stale : 

(a) If tliey haA'c arriA^ed at any decision on the Re-solution I’ceeh^ed 
by the Raihvay Board from the Indian Raihvay Conference 
Association ? 

(Zi) If so, will they plea.se communicate their decision to the House ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (h). The Raihi-ay Board have 
approved the adoption by the State-managed Raihvays of the Rc-solution 
passed at the 1927 Session of the Indian Railway Conference A.ssociation, 
a copy of Avhich is ap]3ended to tliis rejily, and liaA'e been informed that 
the Boards of Directors of practically all Company-managed Railways 
have also giA-'cn their assent to that Re.solution. Raihvay.s are proceeding 
AA'ith their preparations to giA'c effect to that Resolution. 

Proposal 28. . 

That this Conference recommends : 

* ^ M ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(ii) that the provisions of the GcncA'.n and Washington Conventions be applied lo 
the staff of Indian Raihva.vs in tlie manner, and to flic extent, prc.seribed in the foitou- 
iiig rules ; that these rules be given full effect A\-itliiu 12 mouths eudiug 30th .September 
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1028, except'in respect of tlic running staff ; tli.at measures be taken to apply tbeni to 
tlie running staff as soon as may be practicable ; tiiat a report by an oflloor nominated 
by llio Conference be submitted‘to the Gowfeicnce at its Session in 1028, describing the 
manner isi nUidi timso rates have been put into foicc on oaeli railway and tlie extent 
to which thej' liavo been given effect 

fc r 

Eulcs, 

1. (1) With the exception of staff classed as supervising and persons engaged in 
a confidential capacity, the hours of work of all st.'iff engaged, on railway work shall 
bo limited to 60 in a week when work is pioccediiig nnder normal conditions. 

(2) In the case-of persons whoso work is essentially of an intermittent nature the 
sum of the liours of actujil work performed within the ]nescribed hours of duty slmll 
not exceed 60 in a rveek when work is proceeding under normal conditions. 

(3) The Agents of Eailwaye may make temporaiy exceptions, as provided for in 
Ai'ticle 6 (h) of the AVashingtou Convention, to the limitation prescribed in Eule 1 (t) 
for any class of staff or any individual in cases of abnormal traffic or otlier presf-uro 
of work, accidents, unfoiosccn interruptions to tiaflie and other emergencies. 

II (1) Tlie whole of the staff emplo 3 'cd on the working of Eailways, witli the 
exceptions nolcd liereaftor, shall enjoy under normal conditions of work in every period 
of seven daj’s, a period of rest comprising at least 2-1 hours as provided for in Artielc 
2 of the Geneva Convention. 

(2) The following total exceptions to Buie II (1) are made as authorised by 
Article 4 of the Convention : 

(а) Alt staff classed as supervising staff. 

(б) Staff whoso noik is essentiallj' of an intermittent mature. 

(3) The Agents of Ilailwaj-s nun- make temporary or partial exceptions to Rule 
II (1) in regard to any class of the staff in cases of abnormal traffic or other pressure 
of work, accidents, unfoiescoi interruptions to traffic and otlicr oniergeneies, 

III. 3?or the purposes of these rules all staff engaged on lailnaj- work nuiy bo 
classed in the following categories. The Agent's decision being final in the classitica- 
tiou of au 3 ' grade not particularly specified therein : 

(,a) Supervising staff.—This includes all superior gazetted officers ami sub¬ 
ordinate supervising staff such as : 

Inspeetor.s and Assistant Inspectors. 

Supervisors and Overseers. 

Supormteudents and Deputy- Superintendents. 

Doremen and Assistant Poremen. 

Yardmasters. 

Chief Train Controllers. 

Head Train Examiners. 

Statioii^Masters supervising stations but not actually engaged in train-passing 

Goods Clerks and Booking Clerks working in a supervising capacit 3 ', etc. 

Assistant Surgeons .and Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

supervising-ofliccs and all whoso work is of a purely clerical 

(c) St.tff nhose nork is governed br' the Indian Enctorics Act. 

((7) Staff nhoso work is governed b 3 - the Indian hlincs Act.- 

(o) Running Staff.--—Tins includes Drivers, Piromon, Guards, Brakesmen, Travcl- 
nng iiekct Examiners, and staff engaged in the Crew Ticket check 
system and nil staff travelling by trains on dut>- connected wth the running 
of those trains. 

(/) Staff otiior than the above -whoso ■'vork is of a continuous nature. 

(,<7) Staff other tlian the above whose -uork is essentialh- of an intermittent 
nature. ■ ■ . 
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IV. Under these rules the principle of the 60 hour week is applied to all lailw.'iy 
staff except those in category (a) iiiul the weekly rest day will ho enjoyerUliy all 
r.oilway staff except those in categories (a) and (ff). - ^ , ' ' 

Eesoliitiou 28. , 

The proposal was put to the rote and CARHIED ncm con. 

0th Avgust 1998. ' . , ' 

Want oe a Eailway in the Satkhira Sub-Division, Bengal. 

56. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: (d) With reference 
to Ifovcnnitent repl 3 ’' to question No, 67 (5) in tiie meeting of tlie Conueil 
of Slate on the 20th Pebruaiy 1928, will Government please slate if tlie 
.Agent, Eastern Bengal Raihvaj’-, who wa.s a.sked to look into the matter, 
has submitted anj'^ report ? 

(Z») If so, do Government propo.se to communicate the gist of the rejjort 
to the House ? 

(c) It the an.swer to part («) above is in tlie negative, do Government 
propo.se to ask the Agent to expedite the matter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : («), (5) and (c). The Agent of the Eastern 
Bengal Railwajf has pointed out that in anj' case the Satkhira Navaran 
Raihvay could not, in view of the oilier projects on the Programme, be 
taken up for .several j^ears, and that, as it was undesirable to proceed with 
traffic and engineering survoj's eonsider-abl.y in advance of llie time at 
which,construction wa.s likely to be possible, he did notHhink it desirable 
to reinvestigate this particular project immediately, and the Railway Board 
have accepted liis views. 


Grant oe Scholarships to Indian Students for Arch-ieological Training 

IN Europe, 

67. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : With reference to 
Government reply to question No. 70 (a) (5) in the meeting of the Coiuicil 
of State on the 27tli Eebruary 1928, regarding grant of seholarslups to 
Indian students for archeological training in Europe, do Goveriuiient 
propose to grant scholarships to Indian students for archtcological training 
in Europe ’I If not, why not ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Ilonourablc klemhcr is referred to the 
answer given to ]\Ir. Aney’s question No. 363 on the Gh Jlarch 

Construction oi^’ the Dacca-.^icha Branch of the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 

68. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Enssain Khan ; («). Goveriiniont 

■nlease state if the Railway Board has come to any decision, regarding the 
?onstruc1ion of the Daeca-Aricha branch of the Eastern Bengal Eadvn\ 
{IkU Government reply to question No. 88 in the meeting of the Coimeil 
of State on the 13f]i iMarch 1928) ? • ^ 

(?i) If so. do tliey iiropose to eoiiiinunicale its decision to the House ? 

lilr A. A. L. Parsons : I would refer the llouoiirablo :Meu!ber to the 
answer given to his que.stiou No. 53 of date. 
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Construction of the Babisal-Paridpur Eailway. 

59. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With rel'orence 
1o Goverinneiit ro]ily to question No. 89 and question No. 105 in the nieoling 
of the Council of State on 18th March 1928, regarding the eonstrueiiou of 
the Barisal-Faridpur Railway, will Govennnenl jilease .state if the^ Agent, 
Ba.steTn Bengal Railway, ha.s .submitted the report of the re.sult of liis in¬ 
vestigation ? 

{0} It not, do they propose to ask him to expedite the worli ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Par.sons : («) No. 

(h) The Agent ha.s been asked when the report may be expected. 

Use op “ Certified ” Rlamb-Proof Apparatus in Indian Mines. 

60. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
plea.se state why no steps have so far been taken to enforce by regulation 
tile use of “ cfuiified ” flame-proof apparatus in Indian mines [vkh Gov¬ 
ernment reply to starred question No. 46 (h) given in the meeting of the 
Legi.slalive Assembly on 1st February 1928] ? 

(b) Will CoA-erument also plca.se state if they propose to take any steps 
in the matter in the near futime ? 

The Honourable Mr, A. 0. MeWatters : (a) and (h). Rule 99 of 
the Indian Electricity Rules lays dOAvn the precautions which must be 
taken in the use of electrical apparatus in any part of a mine Avherc in¬ 
flammable ga.s or A’^apour is likely to occur. There has so far been no 
instance in Indian mines Avhere. ignition ha.s been caused by] sparking from 
electrical machines. An increasing proportion of “ certified ” electrical 
apparatus is being used in Indian mines, and the GoA'ernment of India 
do not at present propose to enforce by regulation the use of “ certi- 
•ii6d.’’ flame-proof apparatus. 

Need for more Orderly Service of Food, etc., in Ships carrying Emi¬ 
grants Overseas. 

61. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; (a) Will Government 
please state if they have receh'cd the report of the Controller of Labour. 
l\[alaya, regarding need for more orderly seiwice of food, etc., in ships 
carrying emigrant.s overseas [v?de Government reply to starred question 
No. 52 (b) in the meeting of the Legislative Assembly on 1st February 
1928] ? 

(b) If so, Avill they please lay a copy of the report on the table of the 
House ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; (a) Yes. 

(b) The Agent’s .sugge.stion that food he served out to emigrants 
by making them sit in roAAAS aars not considered feasible by the Shipping 
Agents. His suggestion regarding the supply of eating dishes to emigrants 
has also not been accepted OAA'ing to_ 

(?) the preference of some emigrants to receiA^c food on leaves ; 

(it) the refusal of seA'eral emigrants to use dishes used in preyious 
voyages ; and ' . , ■ • 
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(Hi) the clilificult 5 ' of propei-ly wasliing and disinfecting a large 
number of tlic.se dishes. - 

The sugge.stion regarding the .supply of tin cups for drinldng water or 
for ablution purposes has been accepted and is being given etfoet to. 

Kegulations eor the Protection of Workers eiirloyed in Dangerous 

AND Unhealthy Industries. 

62. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a.) With reference 
to Government lejjl.v to supplemenlaiy question to starred que.stion No. 56, 
regarding legulations for tlie protection of workers employed in dangerou.s 
and unhealthy industries, asked in the meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
on 1st Februar 5 ^ 1928, will Government please .state if thej^ have come to 
any decision on the question of passing legislation on the lines of the regula¬ 
tions made in England ? 

(Z>) If .so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (o) and {b). The Govern¬ 
ment of India arc considering the question and have not yet reached a 
decision. 


Haj Pilgrims. 

63. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : With reference to 
Government rejily to .starred question No. 59, regarding Ilaj pilgrims, 
asked in the meeting of the Legislative Assembly on 1st February 1928 
will Government please lay on tlie table of the House a cojiy of tlio iiiforma- 
tion when received from the Local Government concerned ? 

. Mr. G. S. Bajpai : A statement containing the information furnislicd 
by the Governments of Bombay and Bengal lias been placed in the Library. 

Prohibition of the Employment of Women Underground. 

64. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state if they have arrived at any decision on tlie views of the Mining 
Boards, regarding prohibition of the emplojunent of women underground 
in mines (ride the latter portion of Government reply to stai-rcd quehion 
No. 33 in the meeting of the Legislative Assembly on Ist Feiiruary 1928) ? 

(b) If .so, will thej' please eommunicale their decision to Ihe House " 

The Honourable TVEr. A. 0. MeWatters ; («) and (b). The provi- 
.sional conclusions of the Govex-nment of India on the matter are .set out 
in their Notification No. M.-1055, dated tlie 14th June 1928, publishing 
draft regulations for criticism in accordance with the jirovi.sion: of 
section 31 (1) of the Indian Mines Act, 1923. The altenfion of the 
Honourable IMomber is also invited to the jire.ss communique, dated the 
22nd June 1927, and the circular letters inviting the view,s of the Local Gov¬ 
ernments, copies of wbicli ai’c available in the Library of the Ilon.se. 

Deduction of Wages, 

65. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will Government plea.se 
.stale'if they have arrived at any definite decision now (vide Govermiieiit 
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reply to starred question No. 31 in the meeting of the Legislative A.syemhly 
on M February 1928, regarding deduction of wages) V 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : The answer is in the nega¬ 
tive. 

Inteoduction of Legislation for the Prompt Payment op Wages. 

66. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Govermncul 
qilease state if they have arrived at any decision on the que.stion of introduc¬ 
tion of legislation, regarding tlie prompt payment of wages (vide Govern- 
meni reply to starred question No. 35 in the meeting of the Legislative 
Assembl.r on 1st February 1928) ? 

(?;) If so, will they please make a statement to the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) The answei' is in the 
negative. 

(I)) Does not arise. 

Recognition op Railway Unions. 

67. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference 
10 Gorernment reply to .starred que.stion No. 42 (o) and (?;), rcgai’ding 
recognition of Railway Unions a.sked in tlie meeting of the Legi.slativc 
Assembly on 1st February 1928, will Government plca.se .state if they have 
come to any decision in the matter ? 

(I>) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the IIouso ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Government have come to the 
following eonelusions : 

(1) The fact that a Union has been registered under the Indian 

Trade Unions Act .should predispose an Agent to accept it 
as representing the intere.sts of its members and their views. 

(2) The decision wlietlier, and if so to what extent, a claim of any 

particular Union to represent maltei'.s affecting the .staff of 
the railway mayf be admitted must be deiiendcnl on the 
extent to which the Union in question is actually represent¬ 
ative, in its numbers, influence and standing,, of‘the staff as 
a whole or of a particular class or particular classes of the 
staff. 


Delivery Post Oppioes in Patna. 

68. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state if all otlier Post Offices except those of Patna and Patna City 
in the town of Patna have of late ceased to be delivery offices ? , 

(?;) If so, will Government please state the reasons for tin’s eliange i 

(c) Are Government aware that the change referred to causes incon¬ 
venience to the public ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (a) Yes. 

(b) To ensure correct and punctual deliveries tliroughoqt the aiea. 
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(c) No. A complaint lias, lioweA’cr, been received on this score and 
is being investigated. Tlie rc.sult will be commnnicated lb the Honourable 
Member. 


Employment of Women Clerks in Post Offices. 

69. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan; (a) .With"reference 
to Government reply'to umstarred que.stion No. 26 (b) in the meeling of 
the Legislative Assembly on 6th February 1928, regarding employment of 
women clerks in Post Offices, will Government please slate if they 
have arrhmd at any decision regarding the que.stion of abolishing the special 
rates for ivomen clerics and of removing the esi.sting re.strictions upon their 
employment ? 

(b) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the IJouse ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (a) No decision lias been 
arrived at. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Political Prisoners in Assam. 

70. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; With reference to 
Government reidy to un.starred que.stion No. 494 in the meeting of the 
Legislative Assembly on 27tb March 1928, regarding number of political 
prisonGns in A.ssam, will GoA'crnmcnt please .state tlie dale on which and the 
place where each political prisoner rvas imprisoned ? 

Sir Denys Bray : As stated in my previous reply there is only one 
political prisoner in Assam, a Manipuri detained for his complicity in the 
Kuki rebellion. He was first detained in the Implial Jail on the .Otli 
August 1918, Avas later transferred to the Dihrugarli Jail, and is noAv in 
the Shillong Jail, 

Estate of Mirza Suraiya Jah, a Member of the er-EoYAL Family or 

Delhi. 

71i Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference 
to OoA'ernment reply to starred que.stion No. 543 a.sked in the meeting of 
the Legislative Assembly on 2Gth March 1928, regarding the estate of Idirza 
Suraiya Jah, a member of the ea;-Eoyal Family of Delhi, Avill Government 
please state if enquiries in the matter have been completed 'I 

(b) If so, Avill Government plea.se communicate the result of the en¬ 
quiries to the House ? 

Sir Denys Bray ; (a) Tes, and the result Avas duly communicated 
to the Honourable Member Avho asked the question. 

(b) The answer AA^as as folloAA-s : 

“ 1. Yes. Total A^'ilue Rs. 1,613-7-0 ]ier mensem. 

2. (a) Yes. The legitimacy of tlie claimant. Mirza Salim Moham¬ 
mad Shah, Avas considered to be doubtful. 

(b) Tie obtained a decree declaring him to be a legitimate s(.n 
but granting him only a .share in tlio personal propertA' of 
the late Mirza Suraiya Jab. He died before the decree Avas 
esecufed. 
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(c) No! The deceased had obtained only a share in the joint pro¬ 

perty. The superintendence of the i)roperty remained with 
the Court of AVards in accordance ^Yith the provisions of 
Punjab Act II of 1903 (sec .sections 8, 10 and 46). 

(d) Her mother so applied on her behalf. Biit it had been decided 

by Government fourteen years previous!}^ that a.female 
could not be recognised as head of the family, and that 
in default of a .suitable male member the Court of AVards 
must be regarded as head of the family pro teni. 

(c) No. A daughter of Mirza Suraiya Jah and her son and 
daughters arc also living. 

if) Sec (c) above. The question of her mother As dower debt is 
under consideration together with other heavy liabilities of 
her deceased father, whose property has come under the 
Court of AVards. 

(g) Yes, under the Memorial Rules published with Government of 
India Notification No. F.-472-II-2|23, dated the 21st June 
1924. 

(7i) The Government of India are asking the Honourable the 
Chief Commissioner for a report as to the disposal of the 
ea.se. ’ ’ 

AVith reference to (/() above, the Officiating Chief Commissioner, Delhi, 
has submitted a report of the arrangements which have been approved 
hj" him in connection with the affairs of the late Mirza Salim Mohammad 
Shall. 

A summary of that report is attached herewith for the Honourable 
Member’s information ; a copy has been sent to the Honourable Mr. 
Muhammad Ismail Khan. 


Summary. 

1. Aftoi- investig.ntion uiulcr section 20 of tlie Punjab Court of Wards Act, 11 of 
1903, of the ontstanding claims against the doeeased Mir.ia Salim iMoliammad Shah, son 
of 1Iic late Mhza Suraiya Jali, it was found that the deeeaseePs share in the joint 
property vas lieartly involved in debt to the extent of Rs. 7.=5,G28, as detailed 
belov' :— 

(a) Court of Wards 

(b) Dower of widow Kawab Qaisiir Jehan Begum .. 

(c) Messrs. Alopi Porshad R.mi Sarup 

(d) M. Saiduddin 


Ite. 

47,028 
20,000 
8,500 
100 ' 


70,028 


Bcgum ctaimod as Iicr dower allow.aiiec the 
allowed .a maxS; of considered exorbitant, she was 

for Persliad Ram Sarup put in a claim of Rs. 19,500 

nUowed them Mirza Salim Mohammad Siiah, but the amount 

«. H,u(J0 only, without interest. , 

Pdinitted^for^pavnient^ Saidiuldm holds a promissory note for Bs. 100'which has been 
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2. The total value of the share of the late Mirza Salim. Mohammad Shah is 
I?*., 88,753-14-0, and after deducting the amount of the debts mentioned above the 
divisible value of the property remains at Ks. 13,125 ivhieh devolves on the rever¬ 
sioners in the shares to rvhieh each is entitled under the Muhammadan Lav, as shown 
below : 


Names of creditors 
and 

reversioners. 

Share of each 
reversioner 
under 

Muhammadan 

Law. 

Value 

of 

share. 

|Debts 
payable 
b 5 - deceased. 

Total share 
of 

reversioner. 

1. M, Saiduddin .. 

2. Messrs. Alopi Pershad 
Ram Sarup. 

Rs. a, pi* 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

100 0 0 

8,500 0 0 

Rs. a. p. 

3. Nawab Qaisar Jehan 
Begum (widow). 

18 0 

1,640 11 9 

20,000 0 0 ' 

21,64011 9 

4.' Mussammat Taimur Je¬ 
han Begum (daughter). 

4 8 0 

6,662 16 0 

•• 

6,562 16 0 

6, Nawab Badshah Jehan 
Begum (sister). 

3 8 0 

4,922 3 3 

47,028 0 0 

61,950 3 3 

Total 

•• 

13,126 14 0 

76,028 0 0 

80,163 14 0 


3. Of the creditors, Messrs. Alopi Pershad Earn Sarup and Saiduddin will be 
paid in cash. As no surplus money is available and as the deceased’s share is under 
tlie superintendence of the Court of Wards and no charge can be created on its (tins ?) 
share, under section 8 of the Punjab Court of Wards Act, tbe claims of these creditors 
are therefore to be met from the income which will accrue hereafter, i.e., 


(a) Es, 100 to M. Saiduddin in December 1028. 

(h) Es. 1,000 per annum without interest at the end of each month of Maxell 
to Messrs. Alopi Pershad Earn Samp. 

4. As regards the reversioners in the ease, in the first place it will not be possible 
within the next few years to paj' them in cash, and in the second, such a course is not 
considered desirable. It has therefore been decided to raise the share of their joint 
property to the extent of their debts as indicated below : 

Present share of each re¬ 
versioner under Muham¬ 
madan Law, vide paragraph 
2 above. 

Rs. a. p- 

Nawab Qaisar Jehan Begum .. 18 0 

Musammat Timur Jehan Begum .. 4 8 0 

Nawab Badshah Jehan Begum .. 3 8 0 


Rate of share 
under the new 
arrangement. 

Rs. a. p. 

14 0 
1 12 0 
2 3 0 


Opening of the Raiijvav from Hapor to Lunar. 

72. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Htissain Khan ; With reference to 
Government reply to nnstarred question No. 452 in the meeting of the 
Legislative Assembly on 26tli March 1928. regarding opening of the railway 
from Ilapnr to Lnxar, will Government please state what further progress, 
if any, has been made in the matter ? 

LG6LA 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : ■ The preparation of the report and e.stimates 
of the alternative alignment viz., Oarmukhtesar-Iioorivee-Jawalapur 
(with a brauch_ from Mowana to Meerut) b.Y the East Indian Kailway 
Administration is in hand. 

Legislation to .declare Strike.s illegal, 

.V * 

73. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : {a) Will Government 
he pleased to state if any legislation under which a strike can be declared as 
“illegal” has been passed in Great Britain ? 

(h) If so. do the}' propose to introduce similar legi.slation in British 
India ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : The answer to both parts of 
the question is in the aflfinuative. 

Weekly Rest Day for the Staff of the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 

74. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference 
to Government reply "to starred question No. 101 (a) (h), regarding 
weekly rest day of the staff of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, asked in 
the meeting of the Legislative A.ssembly on l,st February 1928, will Govern¬ 
ment please state if they have arrived at any decision on the cjuestion of 
giving raihvay men generally a weekly day of rest ? 

(6) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ■;( a)" a lid" (b) The Honourable Member is re¬ 
ferred to the reply given to his unstarred qne,stiou No. -hi of date. ’ 

Establishment of an Urban Unit of the Indian Territorial Force 

. IN Calcutta. 

75. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz, Hussain Khan: (a) With' reference 
to Government reply to unstarrecl question No. 3 (d) in the meeting of the 
Legislative Assembly on 1st Febrnaiy 1928, regarding establishment of an 
urban unit of the Indian Territorial Force in Calcutta, will Government be 
pleased to state if they have arrived at any decision on the subject .’ 

(b) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The answer to the first part of tlie question is in 
the negative. The second part does not arise. 

The Baunsi Naya-Dumka Sainthia Railway. 

76 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : {a) Will Government 
please .state if the East Indian Railway Administration have completed the’ 
investigation of the Bann.si Naya-Dumka Sainthia Railwaj" (vide Govern- 
Incnt reply to starred question No. 113 asked in the meeting of the Legisla- 
Ui'e Assembly on 1st February 1928) ? 

(b) If .so, Avill they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The investigation Inis not yet been completed. 
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Expiration of the Contract of the .Darjeelini^Himalayan ' 

Railway. 

77. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state when the contract of the Darjeeling-Himalaj^an Eailway will 
expire ? 

(&) Will they please also state what are their intentions about the 
management of the said Eailway after the contract expires ? 

-Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) Under the contract with the Company, 
Government have the right to Imy the Eailway on the Eh May 1929, or 
at intervals of ten years thereafter. 

•t41 # • 

(b) Government have decided not to exercise their option on the 4th 
of May 1929. 


Extension of the Indian Bar Councils Act to the various Hich Courts. 

78. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : With reference to 

Government reply to starred question No. 493, regarding extension of tlie 
different xn'ovisions of the Indian Bar Councils Act to the various High 
Courts asked in the meeting of the Legislative Assembly on 20th March 1928, 
will Government please state if they- are in a position to make an aunounce- 
ment on the subject V , , 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Those provisions of the Indian Bar 
Oouueils Act,' 1926, which were not already in operation have been 
brought into force in respect of the Madras, Calcutta and Allahabad 
High Courts, and the Oudli Chief Court. Tiiey will be brought into force 
on the 1st January 1929 in respect of the Bombay, Eangoon and Patna 
High Courts. 

Money dub to the Mussalmans of Delhi on account of Compensation 
FOR THE Acquisition of certain Property. 

79, Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : With 'reference to 
the reply to starred question No. 446 in tlie meeting of the Legislfdi\'e 
Assembly on 17th March 1928, regarding money due to tlie j\Iiissalinaiis of 
Delhi on account ,of’ comxieusation for the acquisition of certain proxierty, 
will Government please state : 

(a) Avhen was the sura of Es. 29,612-8-8 deposited, 

(&) the names'of the bodies who tided to obtain payment’, and 

(c) the orders passed on their applications or representations sub- 
' mitted for payment of the same ? 

The Honotu’able Mr. J. Orerar : (a) On various dates between April 
1913 and March 1919. 

(h) and (c) The following tried to obtain payment : 

(0 S. Nazir Aziz of Baradari Khwaja Mir Dard, Delhi, claimed 
‘ Its. 103-8-0 compensation for the land of Baradari Klnvaja 

e2 
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Mir Dard. The claim was rejected on ihe IStli April'1919 
b5'' the District Judge;'by-tlic folio-wing order— 

“ The land being waqf the money cannot be given to him unless- 
u, ■ a proposal to purchase land for the wuqf to replace that 
acquired is put forward and agreed to by the community 
for whom the woqf Avas intended and it cannot be invested 
as the applicant objects on i-eligious grounds to taking any 
inleresl, therefore it is inadvisable to invest the money.’' 
Hi) The Anjuman Muhafiz Auqaf, Delhi, filed an application in the 
Court of the District Judge, Delhi, requesting-that the com¬ 
pensation for certain lands be made oA'er to the Anjuman for 
expenditure in connection Avith mosques and graA’^e yards on 
behalf of the IMusiim community of Delhi. The question of 
the establishment of a trust for the purpose was thereupon 
considered Governinent ; but the legal and other diffieni- 
ties were found to be great. The local Administration, hoAV- 
ever, proposed to look into the matter again and see if there 
is any possible alternath'e. 

Move P'e'thb Government of India to Simla. 

80. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (&) With reference 
to GoA’CTument reply to unstarred question No. 400 (c) in the meeting of 
the Legislative Assembly on 17th 'Blarch 1928, regarding move of the Goa'- 
ernment of India to Simla, Avill GoA’^ernment please state if they have arriv¬ 
ed at any decision on the question ? 

(b) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) and (&) No final decision has 
heen arrived at. The question is still under consideration. . . 

Questions relating to the East Indian Railway. 

81 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (<?■) With reference 
to Government reply to starred questions Nos. 416 to 422 asked in the meet¬ 
ing of the LegislatiA^e Assembly on 13th March 1928, Avill Government please 
state if they have completed their enquiries ? 

{])) If .so, will they please communicate the result to the House ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(h) I am communicating the information receded to the Honourable 
Member. 

Appointment of Mr. J. C. Mair as Assistant Accountant under the 

Port Commissioners, Calcutta. 

82. Blhan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : {a) Will Government 
please state if they have come to any decision in the matter of the appoint¬ 
ment of Mr. J. C. Mair as Assistant Accountant under the Port Commis¬ 
sioners, Calcutta {vide Government reply to starred question No. 429, asked 
in the meeting of the Legislative Assembly on 14th March 1928) ? 

, (&) If so, Avill Government please communicate the result to the House ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The GoA'ernment of India are in¬ 
formed that Messrs. J. C. Mair and K. B. Roy Avere appointed Assistant 
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Accountants under the Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta in accord¬ 
ance with a unanimous resolution of th6 Coiniu’ssioners in meeting on the 
11th June last. The appointments have been sanctioned 1)y the Gcf%'.eru- 
ment of Bengal. 

Indianisation of the Higher Grades of the Technical and Non-tech- 
NiCAL Services of the Port Commissioners. Calcutta. 

83. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference 
to Government repl;^ to starred question No. 430 (Zi) asked in the meeting 
of the Legislative As.sembly on 14th March 1928, regarding Indianization 
of the higher grades of the technical and non-technical services of the Port 
Commissioners, Calcutta, will Government please state if fuidher enquiries 
in the matter have been made ? 

(Z>) If so, will they please communicate the re.sult for the information 
of the House ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Enquirie,s have been made from 
the Government of Bengal and their reply is awaiteA 

Construction of a Railway between Muzaffarpur and Sitamarh'. 

84. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state if the result of the survey, regarding construction of a railway 
line between Muzaffarpur and Sitamarhi (B. and 0.) has been received 
from the Agent, Bengal and North Western Railway {vide Government reply 
to umstarred question No. 395 in the meeting of tlie Legi.slath^e A.sseiubly 
on 14th hlarch 1928) ? 

(5) If so, will they please .state when the construction of the line is 
expected to be taken up ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(6) The Railway Board haAm still to consider the traffic survej' and 
cannot therefore say at present if and Avhen the construction or the line 
will be taken up. 

Sulphur Springs and Medicinal Natural Waters in India or Burjia. 

8.5. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: {«) With reference 
to Government reply to starred question No. 495 (al and (5). regarding 
. existence of ‘^ulpliur springs and other medicinal natural waters in Iiu.ia o 
Burma asked in the meeting of the LegisIatiA^e Assembly oii -1st mpci 
1928. Avill Government please .state if they have completed their enquiries P 

(&) If so, Avill they please communicate the result to the House ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) and (h). Copies of the letters receiA'ccl from 
Local Governments and Administrations on the subject have been placed 
in the Library of the House. 

Establishment of Proahincial Public Service Commissions. 

86 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government reply to unstarred quo.stion No. 384 in the meeting of the 
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Legislative Assembly on 13th March 1928 regarding establishment of Pro- 
■sdncial Public Service Commissions, will Government please state if they 
have arrived at any decision on the question ? 

(&) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The matter is under the consideration 
of the Secretary of State in Council. 

Use of Vegetable Ghee to adulterate Pure Ghee. 

87. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state the names of the provinces in respect of which complaints have 
been made that vegetable ghee is fraudnlentl 3 '^ used to adulterate pure ghee 
[vide Government replj^ to starred question No. 403 (h) asked in the 
meeting of the liCgislative A.'^semblj’' on 12th March 1928] ? 

(5) Do Government propose to make enquiries from those provinces as 
to the actual state of tilings existing in the provinces in respect of the 
question and communicate the result of their enquiries to tlie House ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (o) Bengal, United Provinces, 
Punjab, Bihar and Orissa and Delhi. 

(Z)) The Government of India have already addressed Local Govern¬ 
ments and Administrations on the subject and their replies are awaited. 

Supply of Annual Reports'of the different Departments of the Gov¬ 
ernment OF India Free of Charge to Members of the Legislative 

Assembly. 

88. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state if they have considered the question of supply of Annual Reports 
of the different Departments of the Government of India free of charge to 
Members of the I.egislative A.ssembly (vide Government replj’- to starred 
question No. 411 on the 12th klarch 1928) ? 

(h) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the House ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(b) For pasons of economy it has been decided not to supply Gov¬ 
ernment publications to Members of the Indian Legislature free of charge 
as a matter of ordinary routine. The Library of the Legislature now 
receives six copies of each such publication, and Honourable Members 
have access to these publications there. Requests from indimdual Mem¬ 
bers of either House for a free suppb' of any publication in which thej’- may 
be specially interested will, lioAvever, be considered by each Department. 

Employment op Biharis and Oriyas in the Government of India 

Secretariat. 

89. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state if the information has been collected, vide Government reply 
to unstarred que.stion No. 370 on the 12tli klarch 1928, regarding employ¬ 
ment of Biharis and Oriyas in the Government of India Secretariat and 
other offices ? 

(b) If so, wiU they please lay the information collected on the table. ? 
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Ekployment of Biharis and Obiyas inthe Off ce of tbe Auditor 

General. 

90. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state if the enquiries have been completed, vide Government reply to 
unstarred question No. 373 on the 12th. March 1928, regarding employment 
of Biharis and Oriyas in the office of the Auditor General ? 

(i) If so, will they please communicate the result to the House • 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra : (a) Yes. 

(h) The information supplied in reply to unstarred question No. 373 
will be found in the Libraiy of the House. 


Travelling Ticket Collectors and Crewmen on the East Indian 

Railway. 

91. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Has the informa¬ 
tion called for been obtained, vide Government reply to starred question 
No. 384, regarding Travelling Ticket Collectors and Crewmen on the East 
Indian Railway asked in tlie meeting of the Legislative Assembly on 10th 
March 1928 ? 

(h) If so, will they please furnisli the information to the House ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Ye.s, I am sending the information collected to 
the Honourable Member. 

Construction of a Civil Aerodrome at Gaya. 

92. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will Government, 
please state what progress has been made in the construction of a Ciwl 
Aerodrome at Gaya, vide Government reply to my unstarred question 
No. 338 (a), on the'lOth March 1928 ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0 . MeWatters : The levelling of the Civil 
Aerodrome at Gaya has been practically completed; but as the aerodrome 
is situated on black cotton .soil, surface dre.ssing cannot be effectively 
carried out in wet weathei’. This item of work will be put in band im¬ 
mediately after the rains and will be finished within a fortnight. It is 
hoped tliat the approach road to the aerodrome will be completed before 
the end of November. 
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Bengal Rail Project. 

/ yiJ. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Grovernment reply to my unstarred question No. 339 (a), of the 10th March 
1928, regarding the Bengal Rail Project, -will Government please state if the 
scheme has been put before the Standing Finance Committee for considera¬ 
tion ? 

(b) If so, will they please communicate the result to the House ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Amendment of the Immigration Law in Panama. 

% 

94. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; Will the Governmmt 
be pleased to state if they are in a position to give any further information 
regarding “ Amendment of the Immigration Law in Panama ” (vide Gov¬ 
ernment reply to my unstarred question No. 351, on 10th hlarch 1928) ? 

Sir Denys Bray : I am glad to say that the new Panama Immigration 
Law, which came into force last March, removes all restrictions against 
British Indian subjects. 


Resolution No. 90 passed at the 7th Session of the All-India Postal 

AND Railway Mail Service Conference held at Nagpur. 

96. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Have Government 
arrived at any decision on tbe subject, vide my nnstarred question 
No. 843 (a) and (b), and its reply on 10th March 1928, regarding Resolu¬ 
tion No. 90 passed at the 7th Session of the All-India Postal and Railway 
Mail Service Conference held at Nagpur ? 

(b) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the 
House I 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : I propose to answer questions 
Nos. 95 and 128 together. The matter is still under consideration. 

►. \ 

Time-Test of the Dead Letter Office. 


96. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government; 
please state if they have arrived at any decision on the subject of the 
time-test of the Dead Letter Office [vide Government reply to my nn¬ 
starred question No. 348 (a) and (b), on 10th March 1928] ? 

(b) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the 
Louse ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) and (b). No deci¬ 
sion has as yet been reached in the matter. 
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Leave and Pension Rules for Imerior Servants op Government. 

97. Khas. Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Witli refprf'-npo iT, 
starred question No. 343 and its reply on the 7th llarcli 1928, re^ardiiw 
leave and pension rules for inferior servants of Government, will Govern¬ 
ment please state if they have arrived at any decision on the question ? 

(&) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the 
House ? 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) and (i). No deci¬ 
sion has been reached as regards leave. As regards pension, the only 
decision so far taken is that the temporary increase of small pensions 
already in force should continue till 1st November 1929. In the interval 
it is hoped that the Glassification Rules Avill be issued and the Government 
of India will then re-examine the matter in the light of the situation thug 
created and of the action taken in regard to the same matter by Provincial 
Governments in general. 


Suicide ce Ambika Charan Khan, a Detenu. 

98. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state if they are aware of the result of the enquiries 
made by the Secretary of State, 7jtde Government reply to my unstarred 
<(uestibn No. 208 (If), on the 7th March 1928, regarding the suicide of 
Ambika Charan Klian, a detenu ? 

(&) If so, will they please communicate the result to the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The results of the enquiries were 
stated in the answer that I gave in this House on the 7th March 1928 to 
parts (c) and (d) of the Honourable Member’s question No. 208. 


Paucity of Recruits for the Army from Bihar and Orissa. 

99. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference 1o 
my nnstarred question No. 214 (a) and (If), and its rejfiy on the 7th 
March 1928, regarding paucity of recruits for the Army from Bihar and 
Orissa, will Government please state the reasons for the discontinuance 
of recruitment for the Indian Armj^ in tlie Province referred to ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The attention of the Honourable Member is 
invited to the reply given on the 22nd August 1927 to part (a) of starred 
question No. 57. 


Removal of Valuable Relics from the Musetoi at Patna to the Museoti 

AT Calcutta. 

100. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : With reference to 
Government reply to my unstarred question No. 217 (a'l that “ the ques¬ 
tion is still under consideration ” on the 7th ilareh 1928, regarding 
removal of valuable relies from the museum at Patna to the museum 
Calcutta, will Government please state if they have arrived at a deci¬ 
sion ? 

(If) If so, will they please communicate tlieir decision to the 
House t 
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Mr. G-, S. Bajpai : (ff). Tiie question is still under consideration. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Location op the Imperial Library. 

301. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; (a) With reference to 
Govei-nment reply to my unstarred question No. 261 (a) that “ the matter 
is still under consideration ” on the 7th March 1928, regarding the loca¬ 
tion of the Imperial Library, will Government please state if the 5 ^ have 
arrived at a decision ? 

{!}) If so, do they propose to do so for the information of the 
House ? 

Mr. 6. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(h) It has been decided to retain the Imperial Library in Calcutta. 

Status op Indians in Fiji. 

102. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; (a) With reference to 
Government reply to my unstarred question No. 272 that “ Government 
regret that it is not possible for them, at this stage, to lay the correspond¬ 
ence on the table” on the 7th Mai’ch 192B, regarding the'status of 
Indians in Fiji, •wiU Government please state if they are now in a position 
to lay the correspondence on the table ? 

C?;) If so, do they propose to do so for the information of the 
House ? 

Mr. G. S, Bajpai: (a) No. 

(&') Does not arise. 

Kevision op the Pensions of the Menial Stapp in some Government 

Departments. 

103. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; {a) Will Government 

please .state if they have arrived at. a decision on the question of the 
revision of the pensions of the menial staff in some Government Depart¬ 
ments iv7de Government reply to my unstarred question No. 274z on 7th 
March 1928) ? 

(h) If so, will they please communicate their decision to the 
House ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I ivould refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply I have just given to his question No. 
97. 


Popularisation op the Use op Coal as a Domestic Fuel. 

104. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state if they have arrived at a decision on the question of popularis¬ 
ing ‘the use of coal as a domestic fuel (vide Government reply to my 
tin,starred question No. 288 on 7th March 1928) ? 

(h) If so, will they pleascr communicate their decision to the 
House ? 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The Mining Federation liave 
been informed that the Government of India are unable to accept the 
conditions by which the scheme is accompanied.- 

Training of Marine Wireless Operators. 

. 105. Khan Sahadnr Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will Government 
please state if the arrangements for the training of Marine Wireless 
Operators at the Government Wireless Training Establi-shment in 
Calcutta have been completed ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : The arrangements were completed in hlarch 
1928. 


Report and Estimates op the Charsadda Swabi Railway. 

106. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : («) Will Government 
please state if the report and estimates of the Charsadda Swabi Railway 
have been received from the Agent. North-Western Railway ? 

(h) If so, will Government please state what further progress has 
been made in the matter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No. 

(5) Does not arise. 

Service Conditions op Tedephone Operators. 

107. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state if the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs has arrived 
at a decision in the matter of other service conditions of telejihone operators 
serving in the Posts and Telegraphs Department {vide Government reply 
to my nnstarred question No. 314 on 7th March 1928) ‘i 

(&) If so, will they pleaf5e communicate the decision to the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : («) No. The question is 

under review. 

(&•) Does not arise. 

Abolition op Slavery and Human Sacrifices in the Triangle 

AND Naga Country. 

flOS. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Has the atten¬ 
tion of Government been drawn to the paragraph published in the issue oi 
the Statesfyian of the 1st May 1928, page 9, under the heading “ Slavery 
Abolition ” ? 

(&) If so, will they please state if the reports made therein regarding 
the anti-slavery and the abolition of human sacrifice campaign conducted 
in the Triangle and the Naga Country are correct ? 

(c) Can Government give further information in connection with the 
matters referred to ? 

(d) If so, do they propose to furnish information to the House ? 


fFor answer to tWs question, see answer to que.stion No. ..S7. 
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CoNSTEtrCTIOY OF A New HoSPITAL AT DeLHI. 

109. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; (cr) With reference to 
OoA'ernjuent reply to my unstarred question No. 143 on tlie 1st March, 
1928, regarding the construction of a new hospital in Delhi, rvill GoA'ern- 
nient please, state if they haA’e arrived at a final decision now ? 

(h) If so. will "they please communicate their decision to the 
House *? 

Mr. G. S. 'Bajpai : («) The GoA-ernment of India have not yet 

arrh’ed at a decision in. the matter. 

(h‘) Does not arise. 

Abtjcle in the Labour of January 1928, entitled “ vSad Plight oi^ 

Sorters during Eloods”. 

110. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan_: {a) With reference to 
Go‘'’ernnieut reply to umstarred rjiiestion No. 165 (Z>), (c), (d), on t1ie 
1st IMareh. 3928.' regarding the article in the Labour of Januaiy, 1928, 
entitled “ Sad plight of .sorter.s during floods ”, rvill Government iilease 
Mate if the enquii-y has been completed ? 

(Z)) If so. will they please communicate the result of the enquiry 
to the House ? 

Mr. P. G. .Kogers ' {a) Yes. 

(i) The results of the enquiry ivere communicated bj" letter on 
the 19th June, 1928, to the Honourable Member in whose name the 
question stood. The replies to the unanswered portion of the question 
.are : 

(6') No. Neither the sorters nor mails were in danger. 

(c) Yes. 

(f?) They despatched an inspector to the scene- and telegraphed 
funds to the nearest post office. I may add that special allowances, 
were granted to the sorters in consideration of the special circum.stances' 
,of the case. 

Grant of House Rent Allowances to Postal Officials. ■ 

111. 'IMx. V. V. Jogiah ; (o),Will the Government be pleased to 
state if an.v action was taken by the Director-General, Posts and Tele- 
graph.s, regarding grant of house'rent allowances to the officials employed 
at the places enumerated in my unstarred question No. 102 put during 
Septeraher 1927 se.ssion of this Assembly ? 

■ ib) If not,"do Government propose to direct that the matter should 
be decided without delay ? 

, The Honourable Mr. A. C, McWatters ; (a) After careful en¬ 
quiry the Director-General is satisfied that there is no case for the 
grant of house rent allowances to po-stal officials at the places in 
question. 

fZ>') Does not arise. '' 
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Inadequate Staff oe Inspectors in the Ganjam Postal Division, 

112. Mr. V. V. Jo^ah : (a) Are the Government aware of the 
fact (t) that in the Ganjam Postal Division of the TMa'dras Circle, Postal 
Inspectors have to spend much time in travelling for want of proper 
means of conveyance especially in the vast Agency Tracts, («') tlial each 
Inspector has got work (inspection, enquiry and investigation, etc., and 
the time required for travelling) to perform for which even a whole year 
is quite insufficient, («V) that several frauds are being committed and (iv) 
that the work in almost all directions is much in arrears ojving to imper¬ 
fect supervision and inadequate staff of Inspectors ? 

(&) If not, do Government propose to enquire into the matter 
and sanction the required additional staff at an early date ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : («) (i) Yes. 

(w) No. 

(m) Frauds have occurred, but their number is not abnormal. 

(iv) The work is in arrears to some extent, but this is not due to 
an I inadequate inspection staff. 

(6) The Postmaster-General, Madras, has redistributed the work 
among the Inspectors, -and additional staff is not required. 

Paucity of Signallers in the Ganjam Postal Division. 

113. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : (a) Are the Government aware of the 
fact that in the Ganjam Postal Division there has been a great paucitj- 
of combined hands (officials qualified in telegraphy) since the opening 
of the Division and that there are at present only 40 active signallers 
against 48 required ? 

(b) If not, do Government propose to enquire and take special steps 
to recoup the number at an early date ? 

Mr. P, G. Rogers : (a) Yes. The actual figures are 38 .signallers 
against 37 signalling appointments. 

(5) The Postmaster-General, Madras, has already taken step.s to 
•make good the deficiency. 

Inadequacy of the Special Alloavanoes to Postal Officials 
EMPLOYED IN THE AgENCY TrACTS OF THE GaNJAM DIVISION. 

114. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : (a) Are the Government aware that 
the^ special alloAvances granted to postal officials employed in the Agency 
Tracts of the Ganjam Divi.sion are quite inadequate and far le.ss than 
those granted to officials of the several departments of the Local Govern¬ 
ment ! 

(Z») If not, do Government propo.se to enquire and sanction .similar 
allowances at an early date ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) The answer i.s in the 
negative. 

(b) The exi.sting rate.s of compensatory allowances and .special pay 
in the Posts and Telegraphs Department are under review. 
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Supply to the Oiticbs in the Ganjam Division or Oriya Translations or 
Publications .concerning the Postal Department. 

116. Mr. V, Y. Jogiah : (a) Are the Government aware that 
in the Ganjam Division there are several places where Oriya alone is the 
jirevailing language nnd that nevertheless the offiee.s .situated there are not 
supplied Avith documents and publications concerning the Postal Depart¬ 
ment translated into Oriya ? 

(h) If not, do Government propose to enquire into the matter and 
sanction the supply at an early date ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers ; (a) No. 

(6) Enquiries are being made and the Honourable Member Avill be 
informed of the action taken. 

Tenure or the Appointment of a Head Cleric of the Appointment 
Branch of a Postmaster General's Office. 

116. Mr. V. Y. Jogiah : («) Will the GoA'ernment be pleased to 
state the period for Avhieh the head clerk of the Appointment Branch of 
a Postmaster-General’s office can continue as such ? 

(70 Is this period insisted on in the Madras Circle ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (a) It has recently been decided that the Head 
Clerk of the'appointment .section in a Postmaster-General’s office can 
continue in this appointment for not more than three years at a time. 
Orders to this effect are under issue. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Periodical Inspection by Postmasters-General of the Several • 
Branches of their Offices. 

r 

117. Mr. V. Y. Jogiah : (a) Will the GoTeiunnenl be pleased to 
Mate if the seA’^eral branches of the office of a Poslauaster-General are 
inspected by him periodically witli a Adeiv to examine files and see if 
work is clone promptly and properly ? 

(6) If this is not done, do Goi'^ernment propose to introduce rules 
enjoining such an inspection in the interests of efficient administration ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : («) Postmasters-General are not required to make 
periodical inspections of the several branches of their offices. They are 
held responsible for the proper conduct of ivork in their offices in ivhat- 
cver manner they think suitalile. 

(&) Does not arise. 

Grant of Casual Leave to Signallers in Combined Post Offices. 

118. Mr. V. Y. Jogiah ; {a) Are the GoAmrnment aivare of the 
fact that in combined post offices, ivith only third class telegraph ivorking 
hours and with more than two hands but with only one signaller, the 
benefit of casual leai'e is denied to that signaller as no substitute can, 
under paragraph 2 of Rule 521 of the Post Office Manual, Vol. Il, be 
arranged in his place ? 
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(&) If so, do Goverument propose to modify the rule suitably so as 
to peimit oj. the depiitatiou of substitutes iu such vacaiieies aud remove 
the hardships at present existing under the rule above stated 1 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : The rule quoted has been amended so as to allow 
of arrangements being made for substitutes in such cases. 

Grant of Casual Leave to Departmental Branch Postsusters. 

119. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : (a) Are the Government aware of the 
fact that the benefit of ea.sual leave is denied to departmental branch 
postmasters when substitutes cannot, under paragraph 3 of Rule 521 of 
the Post Office Manual, Vol. II, be arranged in their places without extra 
cost in pay or acting allowance ? 

(6) If so, do Government propose to amend the rule suitably permit¬ 
ting the employment of substitutes with necessary extra cost in such 
yacancies ? 

Mr, P, G. Rogers : The rule quoted has been amended so as to allow 
of arrangements being made for substitutes in such cases. 

N OMINATION OF WOMEN AS MeMBERS OP PROVINCIAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCILS. 

120. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to the paragraph published in the issue of the 
Sfatesmaii of 3rd hlay, 1928, page 13, under the heading Women's move¬ 
ment in India—Stead}' Progress " ? If so. will tlie Government please 
state if it is a fact : 

(a) the Legislative Council of the Central Provinces unanimously 
passed a resolution this year admitting women and that 
Mrs. Anasuya-hai Kale, a member of the Indian Women’s 
Association, has been nominated to it 

(h) the Legislative Comieil of the United Provinces has removed 
the sex disqualification aud that iMrs. Ahmed Shah has been 
nominated to it ? 

(c) Bihar remains the only province in India where women are un¬ 
enfranchised ? 

(«) there are novr seven women legi'^lative councillors in India 
including those in the Indian States f 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a), (h) and (c). Jly attenlion was 
drawn to the paragraph in que.stion by the Honourable iMember’h ques¬ 
tion. The Government of India are aware of the Re.solutions which liave 
been passed by the Legi.slative Councils of the United Provinee.s and the 
Central Provinces regarding the removal of sex disqualification, but Local 
Governments are not required under the rules tu report to the Governor 
General in Council the fact of any lady having been elected or nominated 
to a Lcsislative Council. So far as I am aware the necessary action for 
tile removal of sex disqualification has not been taken in Bihar and 
Ori.'^sa. 

(d) The Government of India have no information about women 
Tjcgislative Councillors in Indian States, 
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Extra Pay eor Sunday and Holiday Work for Postal Officials- 

121. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government reply to .starred question No. 324 (d) on the 27th February- 
1928, regarding extra pay for Sunday and holiday work done by postal 
officials, will Government please state if thej’- have arrived at a decision 
on the question ? 

(1)) If so, will they communicate their decision to the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) No deei.sion ha.s as 3 mt 
been arrived at. 

{h) Does not arise. 

Appointment of the Indians to the Foreign and Political 

Department. 

122. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : With reference to 
the statement laid on the table in reply to starred question No. 326 (a) 
to if) on the 27'th February, 1928, regarding number of sanctioned appoint¬ 
ments in the Foreign and Political Department, will Government please 
state : 

(ft) the names and designations of the officers representing the 
Province of Bihar and Orissa (vid'e column IV of the state¬ 
ment) ? 

(b) any special reason why an Indian could not be appointed in 
the Department (vide column III of the’.stateraent) ? 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) Mr. J. Almond, I.C.S., and Mr. F. Williamson^ 
l.O.S. 

(b) Column HI shows that 16 Indians were appointed to the Depart^ 
ment. The one remaining vacancy was also given to an Indian making 
a total of 17 Indians selected during the period under review. 

Letter IN THE Statesman of 3rd May, 1928, under the Heading “ Bandel- 

Barharwara Line”. 

123. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Has the atten¬ 
tion of Government been drawn to the letter published in the issue of the 
Statesman of 3rd May, 1928, page 4, under the heading the “ Bandel- 
Barharwara Line ” ? 

(b) If so, Avill they please state if the .statements made therein-are 
correct ? 

(c) If correct, will they please state if they will take steps to redress 
the grievances complained of ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (ft) Government have seen theJetter referred 
to. 

(b) and (c). They have no Imowledge of the arrangements on this 
particular branch and they lea^m it to the Agent, Bast Indian Kailway, 
to take any steps that might be expedient. 
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Introduction of Legislation to restrict the Traffic in Women and 

Children. 

124. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Has the atten¬ 
tion of Government been drawn to the paragraph published in the issue of 
the 8tate<tman of 3rd May, 1928, page 5, under the heading “ Traffic iu 
Women Bill introduced in Parliament ” ? 

(6) If so, will Government please state if any law, similar to the 
provisions of the Bill referred to, exists in British India ? 

(c) If not, do they propose to introduce legislation with a view to 
make illegal the vices and evils to which reference has been made in the 
provisions of the Bill reported to have been introduced in the House of 
Lords ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c). I would refer the Honourable Member to sections 366, 
366A, 366B, 872 and 373 of the Indian Penal Code. In addition to the 
provisions contained in these sections, there are local enactments on the 
subject in force in Bombay, Calcutta and Rangoon dealing with the 
special problems that arise in these cities ; namely, Bombay Act XI of 
1923, Bengal Act XIII of 1923 and Burma Act II of 1921. The Govern¬ 
ment of India consider that, so far as the general problems arising out of 
traffic in women are concerned, the provisions contained in the Indian 
Penal Code are sufficiently comprehensive. It is obviously for the Local 
Governments to consider whether the special conditions existing in any 
area within their jurisdiction call for any special measures on the lines of 
the enactments referred to. 

’■ Seats for Indian Members in the Privy Council. 

126« Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : {a) Has the atten¬ 
tion of Government been drawn to the news published in the issue of the 
Statesman of 3rd May, 1928, page D, under the heading “ The Prhy 
Council. Two seats for Indian Members ” ? 

(&) If so, will Government please state if the news published is 
correct ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : («) Government have seen the 
article. 

(b) The facts are correctly stated. But the Honourable Member is 
no doubt aware that His Majesty’s Government have since omitted from 
the Administration of Justice Bill that part which related to the Judicial 
Committee which was opposed in order to secure the passage through the 
House of Commons of the rest of the Bill in view of the state of Parlia¬ 
mentary business. It is however the intention of Ilis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment to proceed with the Bill at the earlie.st opportunity. 

Admission of Candidates from Dehka Dun into the Indian Police and 

Indian Forest Service. 

126. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Bihan ; Will the Government 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that Lord Rawlinson. when addressing 
the Members of this House, said that successful candidates from Debra Duu. 
Avho failed to secure admission into Sandhurst. Avould be admitted to the 

LGGLA 
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Indian Police and the Indian Forest Service {vide Government reply to 
the second supplementary que.stio'n to starred question No. 249 on the 
20th Febrnaiy, 1928) ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am unable to trace any statement by the late 
Lord Kawlinso'n, or % any other Government spokesman, to the effect 
.suggested by the Honourable Member. The Honourable Membei* is possibly 
thinking of a passage in a speecli made by Lord Itau-lin.son in the Ass(;mbly 
on the oth March, 1924. He will find it on page 1165 of the Legislative 
Assembly debates of that year. 

Evidence op Government Servants before the Statutory Commission. 

' *127. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
the third supplementary question to starred question No. 238 and its 
reply on the 16th February, 1928, regarding the issue of instructions to 
Government servants who may be called nppn to give evidence before the 
Statutory Commission, will Government please state if they have made 
enquiries from the Local Governments ? 

(i) If they have, will they please state if they propose to communicate 
the result of their enquiries to the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (a) Yes. 

(h) Local Governments haA'e not issued any such instructions in regard 
to the Statutory Commission, but the Government of India have since issued 
orclera to the effect that Government servants desirous of giving evidence 
before the Indian Statutory Commission should first obtain the permission 
of the Government under which they are .serving. 

Pay op Graduates in the Postal Department. ‘ . 

tl28. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (o) With reference tg' 
Government reply to unstarred question No. 97 on 15th February, 1928, 
regarding pay of graduates in the Postal Department, will Government 
please state if they have arrived at a decision on the question ? 

(5) If so, will they please communicate the result to the House ? 

Names op the Members of the New Capital Committee. 

129. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will Government 
please state the names of the members of the New Capital Committee [vide 
Government reply to starred question No. 178 (c) of the 13th Februarv, 
1928] ? 

, The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : The New Capital Committee 
is at present composed of Sir J, P. Thompson, Vice President, and Messrs 
A. G. Clow. D. G. Harris, T. K. Rajagopalan and J. L. Sale, Members, with 
myself'as President. 

Standing Advisory Committees attached to Departments op Govern¬ 
ment. 

130. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government reply to starred question No. 27 5 (a) and (6) on the 23rd 

,tFor answer to this question, see ancuer to question No. 95. 
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Pebruary, 1928, regarding Standing Advisory Committees attaebeJ. to 
Departments of Government, will Government please state if the Informa¬ 
tion bas been collected ? - , 

(5) If so, will they please furnish it to the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. J, Orerar; The information was .supplied to Mr. 
B. Das and a copy of the statements showing the number of meetings, etc., 
held by the Standing Advisory Committees is also being sent to the Honour¬ 
able Member. 

Re-employment op Mr. Ireland, a Dismissed Railway Servant on the 

East Indian Railway. 

131. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) With reference to 
Government reply to starred question No. 287 on 23rd Pebruary, 1928, 

; regarding the re-employment of Mr. Ireland, a dismissed railway servant 
on the East Indian Railway, will Government please state if enquiries 
have been completed ? 

(b) If so, will they please communicate the result to the House • 

Ml’, A, A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(b) The Divisional Superintendent was not aware that Mr. Ireland 
had previously been emplo.ved in the Stores Department of the Oudh and 
Rbhilkhand llaihvay a.s he failed to mention the fact in his declaration 
form. Mr. Ireland ceased to be in service from the 8th of December, 1927. 

, ;••• The Delhi Tramways. 

132. ;.:Khan ^ahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (c) With reference to 
Goyeraiment reply to starred question No. 288 on the 23rd February. 
1928, regarding the Delhi Tramways, will Government please state if the 
information has been collected ? 

(b) If so, will thej* please furnish it to the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (o) Yes. 

(b) 1 hardly think that the matter is of sufBcient general interest. 
But if the Honourable Member desires a copy of the papers, I shall be glad 
to furnish him with one 

Ferms op the Loans from the Government op India under section 20 
OP the Paper Currency Act, against Inland Bills. 

133. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will the Government 
3 e pleased to state on what terms the “ Loans from the Government of 
Adia under section 20 of the Paper Currency Act, against Inland Bills 
iiscounted and purchased per contra Rs. 7,50,00,000 as shown in the state- 
nent, published in the issue of the Statesman of 5th May, 1928, page 7, 
inder the heading “ Imperial Bank '^ere given ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The terms of the loans 
n question are regulated by the following rule, which was sanctioned by 
he .Government of India .in 1925 ; 

*' Tile entire amount-outstanfling at any time sliall bear interest at baaak 
mbject to a minimum of 6 per cent, for the first 4 crores and of 7 per cent for the 
LCeiiA r2 



84 


liBGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 


[4th Sept, 1928. 


subsequent 8 crorcs. Tlio Bank shall be entitled to deduct from the amount 6f 
interest payable any amounts proved to the satisfaction of the Controller of the 
Currency to have been paid by them on account of stamp duty on bills held bj- the 
Bank on behalf of the Currency Department.” 

Abolition of Slavery in the Triangle and the Kachin Hills. 

[134. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Has the attention 
of Government been draw to the paragraph published in the issue of the 
EngNshmav of 7th May, 1928, page 8, under the heading “ Slaves in the 
Triangle ” ? 

’ (Z») If so, •will they please state if the following statements made 
therein are correct : 

(t) “ Altogether 1,025 slaves have been released in the 'present 
'■ year’s operations, and no slaves remained in the Triangle 

area ”, 

(ii) “ Complete abolition of slavery in tbe Kachin Hills ” ? 

Prefere ntial Treatment for War Returned Candidates in the Matter 
OF Appointments under Government. 

136. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will Government 
please state if there is a Government Circular to the effect that preferential 
treatment will he accorded to war returned candidates in the matter of 
appointments under Goveimment ? 

(h) If so, will they please lay a copy of it on the table ? 

' The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(h) I have had a copy placed in the Library of the Ho,use. 

' Railway Extensions in Assam. 

136. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Has the attention 
of Government been drawn to tbe paragraph published in tlie issue of 
the Englishman of the 7th May, 1928, page 9, under the heading “ Rail¬ 
way Extensions ” ? 

(Z>) If so, will they please state if the first batch of ten of the 30 
new lower class coaches which the Eastern Bengal Railway were constructing. 
for the Assam-Bengal Railway has been handed over to them ? 

(c) Have the Purkating Badulipara Jorliat and Karimganj Longer 

Valley branches been opened ? ,, ^ —jteD. • ' 

(d) Ho-vv.do matters stand and what progress has been made in eon-' 

nection with the-acquisition of land for the Peni-Belonia and Chittagong 
Nizarhat branch lines ? ' - - 

Mr.'A. A.'L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

' (h) 25 of the Coaches have already been despatched, the remaining 5, 

if they have not already been despatched, will be despatched shortly. 


♦Bof answer to this question,‘seo answer to-question No. 37. 



UNSTAERED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


85 


(c) The hTn’kating Badulipara Jorhat branch was opened on Ihe 1st 
July last ; the probable date of opening the Karirnganj Longer Valley 
branch is the 1st of November next. 

{d) Fem-Bdoma .—The usual notices have been issued and iininediate 
action i« being taken for the acquisition of all waste and arable lantl. Pro¬ 
ceedings for the acquisition of the remaining land required are well in 
hand. 

Chiiiagong Nizarliat .—The notifieaiton for acquisition of land was 
published on 16th August, 1928. 

Hardships of Pilgrims at Kamaran. 

137. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; (a) Will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state if they have received information^ regarding 
the question of hardships of pilgrims at Kamaran [nide Government reply 
to starred question No. 170 (a) and (b) on the 10th February 1928] ? 

{&) If so, will they please furnish information to the House ? 

'' L 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : A note containing the information furnished by the 
Government of Bombay has been placed in the Library, 

Arrangement for Lodging for Pilgrims at Kamaran. 

138. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; (a) Will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state if the accommodation that was under construction 
has been completed [vide Government repl 5 ’’ to starred question No. 172 
(e) on the 10th February, 1928], regarding the arrangements for lodging, 
etc., for the pilgrims who leave the ship for quarantine purposes at 

•A'.-Kamaran ?‘- 

■'(&) If so, what is the cost of the construction and how many persons 
are expected to be accommodated in it ? 

' ■ Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(b) The cos1 of construction of the more sub.stantial accommodation Vi'as 
IN. 8.858. Nine private dressing rooms have been provided of which six 
are.for males and three for females. 'One stone building in each pilgrim 
caihp has been provided with better accommodation for 6 families. A 
biosldike hut has been constructed ivith 2 cabinets, each containing 72 
draAvers fitted Avith locks, for storing the valuables of pilgrims. 

Construction of Quarters for the Clerks of the Head Post Office at 

Motihari. 

139. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
" to state whether it is a fact that the Motihari Head Post Office in Bihar 

and Orissa Circle is situated at a distance of more than a mile from the 
town ? ' . ' 

(b) Is it a fact that the said post office is managed by nine clerks, 
six of Avhom haA’-e got split duties, and that comsequently they have to walk 
four times from their houses to the post office say about 6 jniles a day f 

(c) Is it a fact that rented houses near the post office are none, and 
that even in the town they are not aAmilable even at a prohibitive 
rental ? 



36 


LEGISLATIVK ASSEMBLY. 


[4th SEpr. 1928. 


((?} Is it a fact that the clerks of the said post office petitioned the 
Po.stmastcr General, Bihar and Orissa Circle, on the 19th July, 1926, and 
the 13th January, 1927, for construction of quarter-s ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Bihar and Orissa Provincial Postal and 
R. M. S. Conferences of 1926 and 1927 passed resolutions Nos. 21 and 
37 (a 1 respectively for construction of quarters for the dorks of the said 
Office ?, 

' ' (/) Is it a fact that Mr. J. Kumar (Assistant Postmaster General, 
Bihar and Orissa) investigated the clerks’ grievances for quarters in June 
1927 ? 

(g) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of Post Offices, Gandak 
sion, has recommended six sets of family quarters for the clerks ot the 
Motihari Head Office to the Postmaster General, Bihar and Orissa s 

(h) Is it a fact that with orders of the Postmaster General a site 
selection committee consisting of the Sub-divisional Officer Sadar 
(Motihari, Presiding Officer), Civil Surgeon, Champaran, Sub-dnusional 
Officer, P. W. D., and the Superintendent of Post Offices, Gandak Division 
was formed and that the said committee has selected the site for quarters 
and approved the site plan 1 

(t) Is it a fact that the Executive Engineer, Muzaffarpore Division, 
has prepared the estimate and has forwarded the same to the Postmaster 
General for sanction ? 

(j) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate, Champaran, has approved 
the proceedings of the site selection committee and has forwarded the 
same to the Executive Engineer, Muzatfarpore Division, for preparing the 
estimate ? 

(h) If the answers (a) to (j) above be in affirmative, will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state how far the Government has proceeded in re¬ 
moving this hard-felt grievance of the clerks of the said office for 
quarters ? 

(D Do Government propose to sanction split duties allowance for the 
clerks concerned till the construction of quarters near the post Office ? 

The Honourable IVTr. A. C. MeWatters : (a) to (h) and (j) Yes. 

(i) The estimate and plan have not reached tlie Postmaster-General. 

(7i-) The construction of quarters will be undertaken as soon as possi¬ 
ble after the estimate referred to in (i) has been received and approved by 
the proper authoilties and funds have been xirovided 

(7) Government are not iirepared to take the action suggested. 

Construction of the Ishurdi-Pabna-Shadhugan.t Railway. 

IdO. Mr. K 0. Keogy ; Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(a) whether the recent investigation into the Ishnrdi-Pabna- 
Shadhuganj railway project by the Agent. Eastern Bengal 
Railway, has shown that it is capable of yielding an annual 
return of over 6 per cent, on the capital outlay, which has 
been estimated at about Rs. 42 lakhs against 53 lakhs of a 
previous estimate ? 
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(h) -ivhetlier thi.s in'ojeel originated in 1904. and its active com 
sideration lias been pending since 1916 t 

(c) whetlier this line would provide liie only railway eommunica- 
tion to an important District headquarters town in Bengal ? 
and 

\^cl) whether it is proposed to include the line in the construction 
programme for 1929-30 ? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The Railway Board have not yet received’ 
the report of the Agent on tliis project which was recently investigated by 
him, and until they have seen the report thej" cannot state what the annual re¬ 
turn is likely to be. 

(b) A project for a railway between Pabna and Sara was investigated 
'in 1904 and rejected, A survey for a railway from Lshurdi to Sadliuganj 
via Pabi'a was made in 1916, Since that date various means of making 
■a rail connection with Pabna have been under consideration. 

(cl The Honourable Member is correct in supposing that there is at 
present no railway communication to the town of Pabna. 

(cZ) A decision can only be reached when the report of the Agent has 
been received. 

Construction of the pARiDPHR-CHARMUGURrA-BARisAL Railway. 

141. Mr. K. C. Neogy : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
when the B’aridpur-Charmuguria-Barisal project -will come up for active 
consideration ? 

(&) For how many years has the question of connecting Paridpur 
with Bhanga been under* consideration, apart from the larger project 
mentioned above ? • Does the question of this .short extension to Bhanga 
depend entirely on the said larger project, or is it under separate con¬ 
sideration also ? 

Mir. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The Railway Board are awaiting the 
results of the reconnaissance survey sanctioned in 1926 

(h) T believe that a project which included a connection between Farid- 
q)ur and Bhanga was mooted in 1888. The survey report of whieli the re¬ 
ceipt is now awaited by the Railway Board will indicate sepaiati*l\ le 
prospects oF 

()■) a connection between Faridpur and Barisal, 

(jD a connection between Paridpur and Bhanga. and the«e will be 
considered in due course. 

Provision of a Platform and Waiting Room.? at Paridpur, Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 

142. Mr. K. 0. Neogy : («) When was the railway station at Parid¬ 
pur (Eastern Bengal Railway) first opened ? 

ib) Are Government aware that Paridpur is the lieadquarter.s town 
of an important District in Bencal ? 

(c) Are Government aware (or if not, will they make inquiries in 
the .matter ?) that the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities have refused 
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to provide a platform at tlie Paridpur railway station all tliese years, in 
spite of representations from officials and tlie non-offieial public and re¬ 
peated criticisms in the Press ? 

id) Are Government awai'e of any railway station at any other 
district headquarters town which has not been pro^dded with a platform ? 

(e) Are Government aware that there are no proper waiting room 
accommodation nor other amenities at the Paridpur railway station ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) April 1899. 

{&) Government are aware tliat Paridpur is the headquar(er.s of a 
District in Bengal. 

(c) and (e). There have been representations on the .supiect ai^d the 
Agent is considering the complete reeonstruetion of the station at Parid- 
pur and will no doubt consider to what extent the facilities metitloned in 
these two parts of the Honourable Member’s questiou .should be providtid in 
the recousti'ucled station. 

(d) Govcrnuient are unable to malce any categorical answer on this 
point without enquiries which they do not think it wortli while to undertake. 

Cash Certipicates. 

• 

143. Khan Bahadur Sarfaras Hussain Khan : (a) Has the attention 
of Government been drawn to the paragraph published in the issue of the 
Statesmuv of the 8th May, 1928, page 10, under the heading “ National 
Savings Movement”? 

(&) If so, will they please state if the figures stated in the sub-heading 
“ Cash Certificates ” are correct ? 

(c) If not, will Goveniment please state the correct figures in the 
years referred to ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) and (&). Yes. 

(cl Does' not arise. 

Visit op the Malaria Commission op the League of Nations to India. 

144. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : With reference to the 
extract ‘ ‘ It referred also to the hope of the Government of India that the 
League’s Malaria Commission might be able to visit India during the 
latter part of 1928 ”, from the Pinal Report of the Delegates of India to 
the Eighth (Ordinary) Session of the Assembly of the League of Nations 
1927, page 25, under the heading “ Work of the health organisation , 
will Government please state if they can give any further infoimation on 
the matter, namely, whether the League’s Malaria Commission will visit 
India during the latter part of 1928 ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Council of the League of Nations have accepted 
the invitation of the Government of India asking the Malaria Commission 
to visit this country, but the time of the visit has not jmt been fixed. 

Pormation op aw Advts''^,hy Committee op the East Indian Railway at 

Patna. 

145. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; (a) Have Government 
received letter No. 411, dated the 9th May 1928 from the Secretary, Bihar 
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and Orissa Chamber of Commerce, Patna, addressed to the Secretary, Rail- 
Tvay Board ? 

(b) Ls it a fact that there is an Advisory Committee for the East 
Indian Railway at Calcutta and another at Cawnpore but none for the 
Province of Bihar and Orissa in Patna ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the East Indian Railway has a mileage of about 
540 miles in Bengal and of about 1,053 miles in Bihar ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Railwa 3 ’^ Board has appointed an Advisory 
Body for the Bengal Nagpur Railway at Cuttack although the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway has one at Calcutta ? 

ie) Is it a fact that the Bengal and North Western Railwar* has also 
an Advisory Committee for the Province of Bihar and Orissa which meets 
at Muzatfarpur ? 

(/) If the answer to the above questions be in the affirmative do 
Government propose to sanction the formation of an Advisorj’- Committee 
of the East Indian Railway at Patna ? 

Ml’. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(h) There is one Committee at Calcutta and one for the United Pro¬ 
vinces whose meetings are held altematety at Cawnpore and Lucknow every 
two months. 

(r) This is approximatelj’ correct 

(d) Tljcre is a branch Committee at Cuttack which is appointed by the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway Administration and not by the Railway Board. 

(c) Ye.s. 

(f) The I'latter is being considered. But I must point out to the 
.Honourable Member that there are considerable practical difficulties in 
adding to the number of Advisorj- Committees on anj’ particular railway 
S 5 'Stem owing to the tax which the 3 ' make on the time of the Agent, and 
that the Bihar and Orissa Province is represented on the East Indian Rail¬ 
way Calcutta .Advisor 3 ^ Committee b 3 ' two memher.s, one nominated Iw the 
Government of Bihar and Orissa and the other b 3 ' the Bihar and Orissa 
Legislative Council. 

Representation op the British Empire and the Domnions and India in 

THE League op Nations. 

146. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (1) Is it not a fact that. 
(a) Australia, (ft) British Empire, (c) Canada, (d) India, (c) New Zealand 
and (/) South Africa form as different States as shown in the List of 
States in Appendix I, page 73 of the Pinal Report of the Delegates of 
India to the Eighth (Drdinar30 Session of the Assembly of the League of 
Nations 1927 ? 

(2) Is it not a fact that (o) Australia, (5) Canada, (c) India, (d) 
New Zealand and (e) South Africa are parts of the British Empire i 

(3) Will Government plea.se give reasons for the representation of the 
British Empire as well as of (a) Australia, (5) Canada, (c) India, (d) 
New Zealand and (c) South Africa as separate States ? 
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-Ml’, L. Graliam : (1) and (2). Tlie statements of fact herein con¬ 
tained are correct so far as they go, but reference should have been made 
to the Irish Free State. 

(3) The expression “ British Empire ” in this context has been 
construed as meaning " Great Britain and Northern Ireland and all parts 
of the British Empire which are not separate Members of the League 

Alleged Interception- of Money sent to Mrs. Besant to pay the Fees 

OF Poor Students. 

147. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz H-ussain Khan : (a) Has the atteiition 
of Government been dra-wn to the paragrapli published on page 9 of the 
Statesman of 26th May 192S. nnder the heading “Money for Mrs. 
Besant—Labour question in Commons ” ? 

(h) If so, will Government please state if thej^ are in a position to 
give information to the House as to -whether the Madras Government had 
held ui) and reclaimed money sent to Mrs. Besant to be used to pay the 
fees of poor students ? 

(c) If so, will they please furnisli the information to the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) I have seen the paragraph. 

(6) and (<j). The allegation is entirely without foundation. 

State Management of the Burma Railways. 

148. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Has the attention 
■of Government been di'awn to the paragraph published on page 6 of the 
Statesman of the 19th June 1928, under the heading “ State Railways in 
Burma . 

(h) If so, will they please state if the statement made therein, 
vi«., that the Government of Lidia have decided to take over the Burma 
Hailwaj^s as a State-managed concern from the commencement of next 
year is correct ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (b). Yes. 

Report of the Cinema Enquiry Committee, 

149. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state if they liave received the Report of the Cinema 
Enquiry Committee • 

(b) If so, when is it expected to be published ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (ct) Yes. 

(b) The report was published on the 7th August. 

Human Sacrifice in Burma. 

1150. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Has the attention 
of Government been drawn to the paragraph published on page 7 of the 
Englishman of the 28th May, 1928, under the heading “ Human Sacri¬ 
fice ” “ 


tFor auswor to this question, see answer to question No. 37. 
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(b) Does tlie custom of liuman sacrifice still exist in Burma ? 

(c) If so, in what part or parts of it ? 


(d) Wm Government please state if they propose to take steps to 
stamp out this harharous and inhuman custom referred to ? 

(e) If so, when 1 


Traffic in Woivien and Children. 

151. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : With reference to the 
extract ‘ only the first part of the report has been published, the second 
psi’t .hfivin^ 06611 comTii.iiiiicfit6d- conficlciiticillj^ to tli6 Oovcrimioiits con- 
cerned—of which the Government of India is' not one—for such observa¬ 
tions as they Avish to make published in the Final Report of the 
Delegates of India to the Eighth (Ordinaiw) Session of the AsseinblA' of 
the League of Nations, page .59, under the'heading “ Traffic in Women 
and Children ”, will GoA’ernment please give any special reason Avhy the 
GoA’erment of India has been excluded as appears from the last portion 
of the extract ? 

The Honourable Mr.'J. Crerar ; The report of the Bodj' of Experts 
on Traffic in Women and Children Avas in tAA'O parts. Part one gave an 
account of the facts disclosed by the enguiry and a statement of the 
eonelnsions based on them. Part tAAm contained a more detailed .state¬ 
ment of the eA'idence derlA'ed from A^arious sources arranged according to 
countries. When the report was presented to tlie Council of the League, 
it Avas decided to publish Part one immediately and a copy aa^us com¬ 
municated to the Government of India. In regard to Part tAvo, it AA'a.s 
decided in the first instance to send it confidentially to the Governments 
of the various countries Avith Avhieh it dealt for their observmtions. India 
was not one of the countries dealt- AAuth in this Part, and a copy Avas not 
therefore communicated to the GoA'ernment of India at the time*. A copy 
of Part two, together Avith the observations of the Governments referred 
to aboA'e, has .since been receh^ed. 

Language in which the Proceedings op Meetings of the League or 

Nations are recorded. 

152. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will Government 
please state : 

(а) In AA'hat language the proceedings of meetings of the League 

of Nations are recorded ? 

(б) If it is a fact that the delegates of the different States speak 

in the languages of their respectNe nationalitie.s ? 

(c) If the answer to (6) be in the affirmatiA-e or in other words 
U\e delegates siieak in other languages than Englisli i--- timre 
. anj’ procedure b}' Avhich Indian delegates can follow the 
debates of the Assembly ? 

Mr. L. Graham : (a) French and English. 

(5) Delegates are permitted to speak in the language.s of their 
respective nationalities. 

(f) All speeches deliA^ered in English are interpreted in French and 
vice versa. All speeches delh-ered neither in English nor in French are 
interpreted in both English and French. 
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Age of Hinhu JIarried Women. 

153 Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will (lovei-ninent 
oe pleased to state if it is a fact that out of every 1,000 Hindu married 
yomon (a) 14 are under 5 years of age, (&) 111 under 10 vears of age, (o) 
unc er 15 years of age, vuh page 244, lines 8 to 10 of the Journal of 
the Parliaments of tlie Empire—Vol. IX, No. I, January 1928) ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The statement in the Journal pur- 
ports to reproduce tlie gist of a speech made by Rai Sahib Ilarbilas Sarda 
in tins House on the 15th September, 1927, and the figures quoted in the 
statement were given in that speech. If the Iloiionrable Member ivishes 
to check their accuracy his attention is invited to Table VII in Part II 
01 \ olume I of the Census of India, 1921, which he will find in the 
inbrary. 


Transfer of the Office of the Commssioner of Incojie-tax, Bihar and 
Orissa, from Ranchi to Patna. 

154. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (o) Will 'he Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state if the Central Board of Revenue has received a 
communication from the Bihar and Orissa Chamber of Commerce regard- 
mg the transfer of the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and 
Orissa, from Ranchi to Patna (vide paragraph published in the issue of the 
bTGtesman of 30tli June, 1928, under the heading “ Claims of Patna— 
Transfer of Income-tax Office urged ”)? 

(h) If .so, will they plea.se state if any order has been pas.sed there¬ 
on ? 

(c) If pa.«sed, will tliey please lay a copy of the order on the table ? 

(^) 'If not, by wliat time do they expect to pass the order ? _ 

The Honourable Sir Bbupendra Nath Mitra : (a) Yes. " - 

(&), (c) and (d). Government have nothing to add to the answer 
given by Sir Basil Blackett to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s starred question 
Ao. 708 in the Legislative Assembly on the 31st August, 1927. 


Air Service to India. ’ 

155. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Husain Khan ; Will Qovornmont 
please state^ if it is.coi'rect that the air service to India will be"in about 
April next statement published in the issue of the Statesman of 

13th July, 1928, page 9, under the heading “ Air Service to India ’’) ? 


tiou. 


The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : Tj^nt-is the present expecta- 

Constitdtion of Provincial Public Services Commission. 

^^“e’^swami Iyengar; (a) Will the Government he 
Pt.., ° ^ rule-making powers delegated to the Central 

-1 Governments respectively by the Secretary of State in 

eil under section 96 (B) of the Government of India Act 1 

of thi" ?®«^etary of State has authorised the Central or any 

to anv ^0 make laws regulating the Public Services 

to any extent or in any respect or manner ? 
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(c) If not, whether there is any proposal Tinder consideration to do 
so ? 

(d) Have the Government of India received any proposal of legislation 
from any Province or Provinces for the constitution of Provincial Public 
Services Commission ? 

(e) Has such legislation been authorised by the Secretary of State in 
Council under section 96 (B) of the Government of India Act ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Besides the rule-making powers 
delegated to the Central and Provincial Governments under certain rules 
of the Fundamental Rules promulgated in 1922, the Local Governments of 
Governors’ Provinces have been authorised under the Civil Services 
(Governors’ Provinces) Delegation Rules of 1926 to make, subject to 
certain reservations, rules regulating the method of recruitment, the 
conditions of service, pay, allowances and pensions of provincial and sub¬ 
ordinate services and of officers holding special posts. Draft rules dele¬ 
gating similar powers to the Governor General in Council in re.spect of 
officers employed under the Central Government are under the considera¬ 
tion of the Secretary of State in Council. 

(&) and (c). The Secretary of State in Council has not given any 
general authorisation to the Central or Provincial Legislatures, under 
section 96B (2) of the Government! of India Aet, to make laws regulating 
the public services ; but he considers particular proposals for legi.slation 
on their merits. 

(d) Yes, from Madras. 

(e) The question of making a general rule autliorising Local Govern¬ 
ments to legislate on this matter is at present under consideration. 

" . ‘ Land Revenue Legislation. 

167. Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : {a) With reference to the reply 
of Government to my questions Nos. 627 and 630, dated 30th August 1927, 
will the Government be pleased to make any statement whether if any and 
if. so what progress has been made by Provincial Governments in carrying 
VuP-the recommendations of the Joint Committee of Parliament in 1919 
regarding land revenue legislation ? 

(Z>) Will the Government be pleased to state what administrative action 
it took or what instructions it conveyed to Provincial Governments in 
respect of draft land revenue legislation iirojiosed by them and submitted 
for statutory or administrative sanction ? 

(c) Is it a fact that' in more than one Province projected legislation in 
this behalf had been held up or delayed by reason of the difficulties exiieri- 
enced in the Legislature in carrying out the directions of the Government 
of India ? .. ■ 

(f/) Will the Government be pleased to state under what provision of 
law or rules it exercises powers of controlling provincial legislation on a 
provincial subject like land revenue ? 

(e) Will the Government be pleped to state whether in this matter 
it is subject to anj* general or specific instructions from the Secretary 
of State in Council! 
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(/) Is the Government of India going to make a report to the Statutory 
Commission communicating its failure to carry out the recommendations 
made by the Joint Parliamentary Committee during the last 8 years and 
tlie capse thereof ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : («) The Punjab Government introduced in 1926 
a Bill to amend the Punjab Land Revenue Act. This Bill is reported to 
have been passed by the Legislative Council in May last. In tjhe Central 
Provinces, the Select Committee of the Legislative Council appointed 
to consider the Settlement Bill, which was introduced in 1927, has sub¬ 
mitted its report. Land Revenue Bills have also been prepared in the 
Cnited Provinces and Bombay. 

(6) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the answers 
given to parts (Z») and (c) of his question No. 627 on 30th August, 1927. 

(c) No. 

(d) The action of Local Governments with reference to such legisla-- 
tion is subject to the superintendence, direction and control of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India under section 4.5 of the Government of India Act. 

(e) They are subject to the general instruction that the concurrence 
of the Secretary of State is to be obtained before executive orders are 
issued forbidding the introduction of a Bill which a Local Government 
proposes to introduce in the Provincial Legislative Council. 

(/) As the Honourable Member’s assumption that the alleged failure 
to carry out the recommendation of the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
is due to the Government of India is not correct, the question does not 
arise. 


Deposits held by the Government of India under the Civil Account 
Code with the Accountants General in the Various Provinces. ‘ 


158. Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : (a) Will the Government of 
India be pleased to call for and place on the table a statement of the various 
deposits held by them under the Civil Account Code with the Accountants 
General in the various Provinces on the 1st of January, 1928, and the 
periods during which they have been so held ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to call for and lay on the table a 
statement of deposits lapsed to Promncial Governments in each j’^ear com¬ 
mencing from 1923 1 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they propose to 
amend the Civil Account Code so as to malte it obligatory on the Treasury 
Officers to issue notice to the depositors by registered post before ordering 
them to lapse to Government ? 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) The compilation of 
the figures required by the Honourable Member would involve an ex¬ 
penditure of time and labour which could not be justified by the results 
obtainable, while to prepare a statement of the periods during which the 
deposits have been held is practically impossible. The figures of out- 
^andings on the 31st March, 1926. which are the latest available, can 

^nourable Member by arrangement with the 
mibjecT^^ Secretary if the Honourable Member will write to him on the 
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(6) Th'e total amounts of deposits treated as lapsed to Government 
are shown in the Finance and Revenue Accounts—vide, for example 
Accounts 74 and 74A of these accounts for 1926-27. . ’ 

(tc) The Honourable Member is perhaps under the impression thah, 
once a deposit is treated as lapsed, it can never be claimed, by the party 
concerned. I would invite his attention to Article 207 of the Civil 
Account Code, Volume I, from which it will be seen that amounts of 
lapsed deposits can always be refunded with the sanction of the Ac¬ 
countant-General. In the circumstances. Government do not propose to 
make any amendments of the nature suggested. 

Total Amount op Deposits held by the Government op India to the 

Credit op Provincial Governments. 

■ 159. Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : (a) Will the Government be 

pleased to state the total amount of deposits held by the Government of 
India to the credit of Provincial Governments under various heads from 
1921 ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any interest on 
the said deposits held by them has been credited to the Local Governments 
concerned ? 

(c) If not, whether any proposals for the payment of interest to the 
Local Governments on the deposits held bythem have Been made and con¬ 
sidered ? 

(d) Whether they have arrived at any decision in the matter f 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : It is impossible within 
a reasonable compass to give the detailed information which my Honour¬ 
able, friend desires. But it will perhaps sufficiently meet his point if 
I state briefly the general position which is as follows. Under present 
constitutional arrangements the Central Government act as the banker 
of all the Provincial Governments and are responsible to furnish them 
with cash for provincial transactions when and where required. In return 
the Central Government have the use, free of interest, of all deposits 
of the kind which I think the Honourable Member has in mind. The 
Central Government, on the other hand, pay interest to Provincial Gov¬ 
ernments on the balances accumulated in the Famine Insurance Fund 
under the provisions of Schedule LF to the Devolution Rules. They aLso 
pay to Provincial Governments interest on such portion of the credit 
balances of the latter a.s may be placed -with the Central Government 
on fixed deposit in accordance with the Rules contained in Article 298B 
of the Account Code. The proposition that interest should be paid on 
other categories of deposits is not at present a live issue. The question 
is however one which may probably arise in connection with any general 
revision of the Meston Settlement. 

The Caui’ery-Mettur Project. 

160. Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Will the Government he pleased 
to state : 

■ (a) whether they have received from the Government of ^Madras 

revised estimates for the Cauverj^-Mettur project for sanction f 
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. (?)) wliether they are aware that a committee appointed by the 
Madras Government examined the whole matter and submitted 
a report to the Government ? 

(c) whether that Committee has recommended the cutting down of 

the expenditure under various heads and the substitution of 
surki mortar concrete for cement concrete and various other 
economies and improvements ! 

(d) whether the experts of the Government of India have given no 

definite opinion as to the preferability of cement concrete to 
surki mortar concrete ? 

(e) whether in the circumstances the Go%"ernmCnt of India will 

re-examine the question before submitting the revised esti¬ 
mates for the approval of the Secretary of State ? 

(f) whether they will examine also the other suggestions made by . 

the Committee on the question of reducing expenditure under 
various other heads ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : («),(&) and (c). Yes. 

(d) The question was examined on behalf of the Government of India 
by Chief Engineers of four different provinces. The balance of opinion 
was in favour of the use of cement concrete. 

(e) and (/). The Government of India will consider what questions 
require re-examination when thej’’ receive the proceedings of the Gov¬ 
ernment of Madras on the report. 

Provision of an Overbridge at the Crossing to the East op Moghalpura 
ON the North Western Railway. 

161. Lala Lajpat Rai ; (a) Are Government aware that the railway 
crossing to the east of Moghalpura station on the North Western Eailwaj' 
crosses a very frequented road which leads from Mianmir to Shalamar- 
Bagh and Amritsar ? 

(b) Are Government aware that people ndshing to cross that crossing 
have to wait there as long as half an hour before the gates are opened ? 

(c) Are- Government prepared to consider the ’advisability of provid¬ 
ing an overbridge at that crossing ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no detailed information, but 
they understand that the provision of an overbridge is under considera¬ 
tion. They are sending a copy of the Honourable Member's question to 
the Agent of the North-Western Railway to draw his attention to the 
subject. 


Delivery of Postal Articles in the Town of Patna. 

162. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Eihan : Has the attention 

of Government been drawn to the paragraph published on page 7 of the 
Searchlight of the 18th Julj% 1928, under the heading “,A Postal Griev¬ 
ance ” ? - 

(&) ■ Is it a fact that prior to the centralization of the delivery s}’'stem 
in the Patna Town the postal articles'used to be delivered from all the 
Post Offices in the town in the same afternoon S ‘ • 
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(a) Is it a-fact that this new.-system of delivery was introduced in the 
town of Patna in spite of great opposition from .the general public ? 

(d) Is it a fact that owing to the introduction of this new system the 
Postal Department has to pay.an extra allowance of Rs. 200 a month to 
the motor.contractor and that some additional hands have been also sanc¬ 
tioned and even then the grievances of the public remain unredressed ? 

(e) If the answer to (a), (b), (c) and (d) be in the affirmative, will 

the Government be pleased to state if they are prepared to revert to the 
old arrangements'? ' ' ■ 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0, MeWatters : (a) Yes. 

(b) Tes, hilt only from the delivery offices. 

Oc) No. 

'Vd|' (d) .No. i. The .‘only additional expense was the increase of Es. 200 

in the mail contractors’ subsidy. 

(e) The arrangements have since been further improved in.certain 
sectors. It is not proposed to revert to the old arrangements. 

Making OF Appointments in the Government of India Offices on a Com- 
■ , , , ' . ■ . MUNAL Basis. , 

■ 163.’ Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is it a fact that in the offices of the 
Government of India appointments ai'e'being iiiade on a" communal basis 
and appointments of members of certain communities have been stopped 
in some offices ? If so, vdll the Government state the reasons for such 
a policy i 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I will send tlie Honourable [Member 
a copy of the orders which provide for the redress of communal inequalities 
v;hich may arise in the ordinary, process of recruitment. These orders do 
not contemplate that;the appointment of members of certain communi¬ 
ties should hie''Stopped,'andT am,not awmre of any foundation for such a 
suggestion. 

Communal Preference in Appointments to the Public Service. 

164. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Are the Government aware that com¬ 
munal preference in appointments is retarding the growth of Indian 
nationalism by accentuating bitterness among members of the different 
communities ? If so, what safeguards do the GoA'ernment propose to pro¬ 
vide against the evil ? Is communal preference dependent upon the votes 
of the Members of the community in the Legislatures ? 

The Honourable Mr. Jj Crerar ; The answer to the first part of the 
question is in the negative. ' The second part does not arise. The sugges¬ 
tion in the third part tliat the Govermnent policy in regard to recruitment 
" to the services bears any relation,to the way in Avhich members of parti¬ 
cular communities cast their votes is entirely without foundation. ' On the 
contrary the policy .rests bn tlie plain consideration that it is not in the 
public interest that any particular community should obtain an undue 
preponderance in the Govexmment services. 

LOGIiA 
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EMPtOYMENT OE BENGALEES IN THE GOVERNMENT OE InCIA SECRETARIAT. 

465- Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is it a fact that Bengalees are not given 
the ,&ame facilities as other communities for service in the Government of 
^India Secretariat ? Are the Government aware that there is a widespread 
'"belief that a Bengalee graduate, however brilliant he may be, will nut 
' get an appointment, so long as others are available, however inferior their 
qualifications may be 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The answer to both parts of the 
question is in the negative. 

Failure op Bengalee Graduates in the Secretariat Service Exajuna- 

TIONS. 

166. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Will the Government be pleased to 
enquire into the causes of the failures if any of the Bengalee graduates 
in the Secretariat sertuee examinations ? Are the Government aware that 
there is a widespread belief that they do not get equally fair treatment 
with others ? If so, is there any truth in such a belief ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Bengalees compete on equal terms 
with candidates from other Provinces, and if it is a fact that they fail 
to secure appointments it can only be concluded that they are less well 
qualified. No special enquiry is called for. As regards the second part 
of hi's question I must refer the Honourable Member to the answer that 
I have just given on the same subject. If such a belief exists, if is un¬ 
founded. 

Discharge of A. K. Mitra, Believing Clerk, Bxlrdwan, by the East 
, Indian Railway. 

167. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government he pleased to 
state the reasons for the discharge of A. K. Mitra, relieving clerk, 
Burdwan, East Indian Railway, as intimated by the Divisional Superin¬ 
tendent, Howrah, in his office No. E. G. 102128, dated 10th April 1928 ? 
Are such eases entirely in the disposal of the officer and has the dis¬ 
charged pewson no remedy from the higher authorities ? 

(h) Is it a fact that A, K. Mitra was appointed in eoilSideration of 
the services of his father, the late P. C. Mitra, who was killed in the 
war and whose sacrifice received recognition from His Majesty the 
King ? Is it also a fact that his father and grandfather served the East 
Indian Railway for more than half a century ? Was such sacrifice and 
service considered before ordering his discharge without any reason ? 
Will the Government be pleased to state their general policy in the case 
of such discharge ? 

(c) Is it a fact that A. K. Mitra Was discharged without reason ? 
Will the Government' be pleased to State whether they propose to re-instate 
A’. K. Mitra under the cireumstanee.s ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no information with regard 
to the individual ease mentioned by the Honourable Member and sinee its 
disposal is, entirely within the competence of the authorities of the East 
Indian Railway they do not propose to take any action. In accordance 
with the ordinary rule a non-pensionable railway employee in the event 
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of being discharged' from the service has the right of appeal to the Agent 
if the order of discharge is issued by the Head of his department .'and/' 
’to'the Head of the appellant’s department in all other cases. 

Accident between Haiya Ghat and Ejshanpur Railway Stations on the *• 

Bengal and North Western Railway. 

168. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh.: (a) Is it a fact that a serious rail¬ 
way accident took place between Haiya Ghat and IHshanpur railway 
stations (Bengal and North Western Railway), on or atrait the 22nd Janu¬ 
ary 1928 ? 

(b) What was the cause of the accident, and the number of casual¬ 
ties ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in view of the serious allegations made regarding 
the number of casualties, and the treatment of the injured in the hospital, 
the District Magistrate of Durbhanga was instructed to hold a public 
enquiry ? Will Government be pleased to procure and laj"- on the table a 
copy of the report of the District Magistrate, together with the communi¬ 
cation received from the Government of Bihar and Orissa, on the subject ? 

(d) Was any one prosecuted, or any departmental action taken 
against any one in connection with this accident ? And, if so, with what 
result ! 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(b) The cause of'the accident in the opinion of the Senior Govern¬ 
ment Inspeotor was the derailment of an empty road-van attached next 
to the engine. Thfe casualties were 8 killed and 15 injured. 

(c) Yes, an enquiry was held by the District Magistrate and a copy 
of his report is laid on the table. Government regret that they cannot 
agree to publish the correspondence between the Local Government and 
the Government of India. 

(d) The Station Master, Kishanpur, and the Assistant Medical Offi¬ 
cer, Samastipur, have been dealt uith departmentally by the Agent, 
Bengal and North-Western Railway. 


From M. J. Dixon, Esq., I.O.S., District Maoistrate, Dabbhanga, to the Com- 
JIISBIONER OF THE TIRHUT DIVISION, MUZAFFAKPUK, LETTER NO. 47, D.ATED L.VHEEIA- 
sabai, the 9th Pebruabt 1928. 

Subject. —Final Feport on the railway accident between Kishanpvr and lEaiya Ghat 

railway stations. 

In continuation of my previous report No. 33-C., dated the 3rd Febru.arr 1923, 
I have the honour to state that I held enquiry- at Kishanpur railw.-iy station on the 
6t!i February, and at Samdstipur railway station and the Civil Hospital, Sanm-stipur, on 
the 7th February. 

The accident took place beyond, the southern end of bridge No. 11 A at mile S|S 
which is about 2 miles north of Kishanpur raihv.ay station. The line in this part is 
on a long straight level piece, running over three miles over a low bank which con¬ 
tinues beyond the bridge. The bridge itself consists of 20 spans of 20 ft, girders, and 
is practically a viaduct over a ivater course there being no panapet .and no foot w.ay. 
There is a large depression at this place in which water remains throughout the yc.ar. 
At about S-30 p.M. on the night of 22nd Jannniy, the 30 Doim mired train from 
Durbhanga was passing over this bridge. An empty road %-an attached nest to the 
engine was derailed on the bridge, and striking the parapet wall of the abutment eas 
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thrown against the superstructure of ii third class bogie carriage following imincdiatoly 
behind, and coniplotely m reeked this coach. The whole superatrueture was torn off 
the under carriage and completely wrecked and thrown down the e;istem bank about 
100 feet beyond the end of the bridge. The under carriage was derailed about 50 feet 
further on, and the road van was derailed on the w'estern side. All the passengers 
of this bogie carriage were hurled out with wreckage and many were killed and injured. 
The ooupbng between the road van and the engine was broken and the engine ran 
on ahead and was pulled up some eighty feet beyond tbe wreck. The remainder of the 
train remained on the track and was practically undamaged, there being no casualty 
to any other passengers except those on the smashed bogie coach. 

The composition of the train was as follows : 

Engine “ E ” class 0-6-0 type. 

One four-wdieeled road-van. 

Four bogie 3rd class carriages. , 

One six-wheeled inter and 3rd class carriage. 

One six-wheeled inter class carriage. 

One six-wheeled 2nd class carriage. 

One six-wheeled 1st class carriage. 

One six-wheeled brake van. 

The train was non-vacuum. 

At first it was generally believed that the cause of the accident was due to the 
engine paiting with the rest of the train aud instead of running ahead was stopped 
with a view to attach itself to the rake which was still moring ivith momentum, and 

this caused the collision resulting in the derailment of the road van r-'l . 

carriage. This was the account given in the first accident report, ■■ ' 

Station Master of Kishanpur on 24th January, and which was accepted b3- the police 
in the enquiry held by the Deputy Superintendent of Police, under Buie 20 (c) of the 
Bevised rules made under section 84 of the Indian Baihvaj-s Act (Act IX of 1800). 
An exaggerated version of this cause of the accident was given by a gateman at the 
enquiry held on the 27th Januarj’ 1028. His version which is a popular one current 
was that the driver having lost his train, reversed his engine and backed it to the on¬ 
coming train. This is the veision given bj’ two witnesses who w*ere in the smashed, 
coach, one Muhammad Mustafa, a compounder, and one Abdul Moid, a teacher in a 
Middle Vernacular School, who wore examined before me on the 6th Febtuar)' 1028 at 
Kishanpur. 


Mr. B. B. Byron, Senior Government Inspector of Bailwaj-s, held a technical 
enquirj' on the -27th January- at Kishanpur, He found that the van which wiis in 
front next to the engine had become derailed about 50 feet from the southern end of 
the bridge as was evident from the damage caused from the derailed wheels to the 
sleepers, the marks of the derailed wheels on the sleepers rau for some distance parallel 
to the rail with a slight inclination to the right, and the vanjmust have been on the 
point of falling over when it struck the abutment, one wheel having travelled bej-ond 
the end of the sleepers. This apparently* caused tlie derailed van to mount upon the 
superstruetuTO _ of tiie following bogie coach which was also derailed. Mr; Ejrron 
does not in his report consider that the accident was caused bj’ the broken tejidet' 
drawbar, on the contrarj- he considers that the leading end of the road van was still 
being held straight by the tender coupling although he found that the drawbar of tho 
tender was flawed for about 40 per cent, of the cross sectional area at the point of 
fracture. He has held that the wheels when running over the sleepers threw^ a 
sudden additional strain on the W'eakened drawbar of the tender which broke under 
the strain and caused the accident, had the van not been held in front bv the tender 
eouphug at the moment of derailment the tendency* of the whole train pushing it- 
lorward, would have been for the van to incline to the right, the side on wliich was 
derailed, and it would have gone over the side of the bridge before reaching the 
aDutment Tvliieli “was oO feet fioiii the point of derailment. 

down the bfnk on following coach which was thrown 

the under kructure hein? distance from the bridge ; 

rue uiiaer structure being derailed about 50 feet fuither south. 

the Bailways examined the Guard, 

gate keeper of mile ste ai,,. and the fireman who were on the tram, and also tho 
Inspector, Mr. G. C D'siiec- taken the statement of the Permanent W'ay 

, of Darbhanga, who arrived from Darbhauga at the scene 
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of oceurreiice at 3-45 A.sr.^ also the Assistant Medical Officer, Mr, Tiudlo, who camo 
by the bleak down train at Kishanpur at about 11-30, and there is the report of tiio 
Assistant Engineer, Samastipur, who arrived shoitly after i a.m. and copies of rho 
inquest report of the Sub-Inspectoi, Government Hailivaj Police, wlio arrived at 2 a.i£, 
and the peisonal diaries Of the Senior and the Junior bub-Inspcctor of Warisuacar 
police. 

The Deputy ,Agent of the B. and N. W. Railway has accepted the finding of the 
Senior Government Inspector of Railways regarding the cause of the accident. 

The Government Inspector has held that the cause of the derailment was duo 
to the fact that the light road van was empty, its tare weight being xmly 4 tons 14 
owts,, and it w'as sandwiched in between, the engpne and heavy' bogie stock, the tare 
weight of each of the bogie Srd class being 18 tons 10 cwts., with the result tliat 
there was a constant tendency for this light van to be lifted up whenever the following 
coaches bunched up upon it. In the ease of a non-vacuum braked train any slackbig 
of the engine speed would immediately result in the bunching together of the coachiug 
stock. " The Government Inspector is of opinion that the speed was constantly varying 
within a few miles per hour sufficient to cause tiie causing vehicles to bunch up 
together with enough force to raise the road van so that it mounted the rails and 
was derailed. The wheels then running on the sleepers threw a sudden additional 
strain on the already weakened draw bar of the tender which broke under the strain 
and caused the accident. 

He has recommended that ordinarily' empty goods wagons should not bo attached 
to these trains, but that if for traffic reasons it is necessary to move empty wagons by 
these trains such wagons must be placed in the roar of tlie passenger coaches. That 
road vans which from the nature of the work they perform are seldom fully loaded 
and are usually attached to a train throughout its journey should be attached in the 
rear of the train. He lias also recommended that as a rule mi.xed train should consist 
of passenger stock and fully loaded wagons which may' be maishallod in fiont of the 
passenger coaches to facilitate shunting by the train engine at way-side stations. 

"With icspoct to the actual occurrence, I again examined the Guard, the Assistant 
Guard, the Driver, the Fireman and the Jack, and nine passengers who were in the 
damaged coach including Babu Jamuna Karji, a District Board member, aud one inter 
class passenger Babu Ram Senalii Eai, a teacher of the local Saraswati SehooL The 
three occupants of the engine all stated that the engine had crossed the bridge lialf 
way when they' felt a sudden jerk backwards, and immediately afterwards, they heard 
a crash and the engine shot ahead. The driver then shut oil’ the steam and brought 
the ^ engine to stop. The Guard and the Assistant Guard who were both in the 
Guard’s van in the rear of the train felt what the Guard describes as..* bump ’ and 
the Assistant Guard as a * Jerk ' and the train came to a stand still. ' The passengers 
in the derailed coach could not give any coherent account of the actual occurrence 
e.xeept that they felt the carriage going down the bank rapidly. 

The Driver got down from the engine and proceeded towards the wreckage with 
the aid of a lantern. The Guard and tlie Assistant Guard also arrived at the scene 
of the accident in 15 or 20 minutes. The Guard and the Driver then left the train 
•- in'tdiarge of the Assistant Guard and took the engine to Kishanpur railway station, 
'arriving there at about 9-15 p.m. and the station master sent information by wire. In 
the accident message which was not despatched before 9-50, there is .a no mention 
of any' person being killed On the spot. The report merely stated “ many injured 
•Jfhg,station master sent back the engine with the Guard. The Guard .and the Assistant 
^Rard then made arrangements for the safety of the standing train by placing 
lights at the end and placing detonators on the track. The up train from Samastipur 
. arrived at Kishanpur at 9-42 p.m. By this time there was a general rumour of the 
accident, some of the injured persons had arrived at Kishanpur by foot, and through 
the insistence of the Senior Sub-Inspector of Police of Warisnagar who w.as present 
at the station, and a Mr. Pitz Gerald, an employee of the Burma Oil Company who w-as 
a passenger of the up train, a relief party went out with the engine uud a third 
class coach of 41 up, to the scene of the accident. There was sonic delay in getting 
necessary' permission from Samastipur and also recalling the light engine to Kishanpur. 
This relief party which consisted of the Senior Sub-Inspector of Police, 'Warisn.agar, 
Mr. Pitz Gerald, Babu Baijnath Pande, Sub-Registrar of Kishanpur, his clerk, Erijbuus 
Sahay, a District Board Supervisor, B.abu Chet Karain Lai, and the st.ation master of 
Kishanpur, left Kishanpur at about 10-30 and arrived .at the .scene of .accident about 
11 P.M. Two boys Mathur Chand Ghose and Sunil Chandra Sen who had been in tho 
w-recked bogie and had already arrived at Kishanpur returned with this p.arty. 
During this time the injured had been helped out Of the wreckage by the .<VssiS).int 
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Giiaid and othei passengeis, prominent among \vLoin naa a District Board member 
Babu Jamuna Knrji. A fire had been lit with some straw and nothing further was 
done till help arrived. The relief part}' remained there for nearly tno hours and 
nere joined half an hour after their arrival by tlie Junior Sub-Inspector and the Writer 
Head Constable of Warisnagar thana. Fifteen injured men were taken to the relief 
train. Before leaving, some of the party headed bj' Babu Jamuna Karji counted the 
dead bodies. According to Babu Jamnua Karji the number was about thirtv in all 
according to Mr. Fitz Gerald the number was not more than tnclve and *not less 
than eight, and according to the Sub-Registrar of Kishanpur Babu Baijuath Pahde the 
number was ^bout twentj-, there being fourteen separate bodies. When the partv left 
the place, the Head Constable of ^Warisnagar left incharge to watch these dead bodies 
and the properties of the passengers. 

MeannhOe a break dorni train incharge of the District Traffic Superintendent, 
B. and A. W. Railway, Mr. Broun, arrived at Kishanpur railuar station with ueces- 
bandages, blankets, stretchers, etc., in the charge of the railway doctor 
Mr. Tmdale, with a Suh-Assistant Surgeon and a dresser. Mr. Brown did not think 
it necessary to take the train up as there was a relief train ahead and so lie walked 
up to the place accompanied by the doctor and met the relief train returning about a 
mile and a half ^rthw north. They stopped the train and came back with it travelling 
on tfie engine. The Railway doctor did not enter the bogie carriage and examine the 
j-■ w' jand Mr. Brown were under the impression that first aid had 
r, T 4 ^ doctor on the spot and therefore considered it best to get 

=4 0 « quickly as possible. The relief train arrived back at Kishanpur 

« 0-05 A.ir., where It wa.s met by the Sub-Assistant Surgeon of Warisnagar. 

a distance of only two miles from Kishanpur railwav station. This 
raiFwsv LnfAri stated in endenee that he was the first to treat these patients. The 
^ t attc.nded these patients at Kislianpur. The bogie with the 
30 *fwn ^ waiting 41 up train which returned to Samastipur as 

the ! ^js^«npur at l-o5 A-it. The three doctors also returned to Samastipur, 

tho Sub-Assistunt Surgeon of the railway remained in 

oiithAFH.v T^^tieats. Ho information was sent to Samastipur by the railway 

he =n«- by the railway police, although Mr, Brown stated in his eridenco that 

^ Kishanpur bj* tho side of tlic telegraph instrument which was to 

a c been sent by the Sub-Inspcctor, Government Railway Police, to the address of his 
riser iteaa Constable and therefore he did not think *that it was necessary to send 
any separate information. This wire was not sent. When tho train reached Samasti- 
pur there was no arrangenient for evacuating the iii 3 urcd. The assistant station master 
supplied a stretcher and' some coolies, and two patients wore taken 
into the hospital, one of whom was in a ven,' precarious condition and died that after¬ 
noon. Mr. Fitz Gerald’s camp cot had to be used as a stretcher. There were four 
cases which were considered by the doctors present to be serious. 

The assistant station master offered to send the rest of the injured to the 
feamastipur dispensary hospital by hiring taxis which were at the station. ' This was 
^used by Babu Jainuna Karji'after consulting the Warisnagar dlspensan- doctor. 
The bogie with the injured passengers was then moved to the siding from where the 
injured were carried in stretcher to the Samastipur dispensary hospital by the coolieS 
supplied by railway. The railw.nv doftors did not accompany the carriage to the 
siding. One Mewa D.al, a District Board Sub-Overseer who lives close to the sidimr was 
called up by Babu Jamuna Karji and was placed in charge of the coolies who’took 
these injured persons on stretchers to the hospital. He stated in evidence that ho 
arrived at 3-30, again 4 a-m. and again after 5 A.At. at the SamasHwur 4 H=TinTi==r-c^ 
That when he came first at 3-30 A.jt. he awoke the dresser and on his' first and second 
arrival he told the dresser to inform the doctor, but there was nn mo-,, aV ^ 

aFsH-M. ‘ the hospital by 

"■ I < • 

BtimiAai?Sxturt'^’He^\lso‘^^aressed^fonr^nf the injured were given 

suffering from slight injuries ^ Two of considered to be 
innured, and who had been Ipff nn i-jf -whom. he. considered to be seriously 

second stimulant nristure awi fL oAi® of the male ward were then given a 

ing these patients. The doctor then 1 *° prepare hot water for dres.s- 

Sub Jail and returned at about 7 * changed his clothes, went to the 

the Chairman of the Bocal BoLl a?”'-*’-*® -Tamuna Karji, 

Babu Jainuna Karji strongly remonsria^^”*^*^^^!^’ pleader in the,male ward. 

J eagy remonstrated with the doctor over the delay in dressing 
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the seriously injured patients. The doctor ordered him out of the hospital and pro¬ 
ceeded to dress tliese patients. These patients had already received first aid dressing 
and apparently the doctor did not consider that thej' were in verj- urgent need of 
being redressed and therefore he thought it better to iiave tliem dressed -with warm 
Tvater instead of cold lotion. One of these eases was subsequently found by tiie Civil 
Surgeon to have been very septic and in a verj- diity state, when he visited the hospital 
on Sie 29th January, 1928. One other patient whose case was not considered serious 
by any one of these doctors was considered by the Civil Surgeon to be suffering from 
a damaged thigh bone. This was Dasain Thatheii who has been since discharged from 
Samastipur hospital and was esamined as a witness in this enquiry. I consider how¬ 
ever that in this hospital there was some delay in the treatment of these cases and 
that they were not considered at fi.rst very serious and this is borne out by the first 
report submitted by Dr. Ghose, the Deputy'Superintendeut of the Bauwarilal Hospital, 
who made an enquiTj' on the evening of the same day, and reported that only one 
injured man had slight lacerated thigh muscle wound and the others had bruises only 
and none seriously wounded. 

I examined one Sarju Singh, Eajput by caste, a patient in the Sadr hospital, 
Laheriasarai, suffering from lacerated thigh wound. He said he was in the bogio 
coach and was flung out among the wreck. He twice lost eonseiousness but remembers 
to have been given some stimulant mixture in the relief train. He says he arrived at 
Samastipur dispeusa:^' at 4 a.m. and was lying on the verandah, and received no 
attention till day break. 

It is a fact how'ever that the eases admitted were not serious if properly treated 
at first. The serious eases consisted of two patients with laccr,ated thigh_ muscles and 
one case diagnosed later by the Civil Surgeon ns suffering from partial hip_ frac¬ 
ture. 

The responsibility for this delay at Samastipur dispensary is however a part of 
the large responsibility which the railway staff lias incurred by its failure to have 
made proper .arrangements for the evacuation and treatment of the injured. The 
care and supervision of the injured did not receive the attention required on the part 
of the railway administr.ation, and the responsibility for this should not have been loft 
with one of the passengers B.abu Janiuna Harji who himself must h.ave been hurt, 
having been in the wrecked coach. 

The station master .at Kishaupur appears to have been ver 3 ' incompetent. Had it 
not been for the piesenee ofethe Senior Sub-Inspector of Police, Warisnagar, .and .a 
Mr. Fitz Gerald, an eniploj-ee of the Burma Oil Company, wlio was a passenger of the 
up train, at the station, it is very doubtful if any relief train would have been sent 
out. The break down train arrived .after considerable dela.y. Kislianpur is only at 
a dist.anee of ,8 miles from Sam.astipur, Ko medical officer had i-isited the scene of the 
accident, and the blankets which were in tlie break down train were apparenth* for¬ 
gotten and not distributed among the injured. Ko information was sent in to Sainasti- 
pur and no arrangements were made for receiving tlic injured. 

The break doivn train arrived at the scene of the .accident at about 2 .v.m. A 
guard of police .and chaukidars was posted on the wreckage during the night time. The 
following morning the dead bodies were collected and an inquest was held. A transla¬ 
tion of the inquest report is given ivith the evidence of the Government Bailwaj' 
Police Sub-Inspector. Seven bodies were recovered of which two were subsequently 
identified and handed over to their relations. The five bodies unidentified were buried 
at the spot. The number of dead bodies actually found by tiie police on the follow- 
-ing morning is niueli less than that which is said to have been counted b.v the members 
of the first relief party and Babu Jammia Karji, At the time the account of the dead 
•was made by these people they h.ad been norkinc,'- for nearl.v tno hOur=: in cv.acii.ating 
the injured, and in riev of the different number stated by Babu .Tnmunn Karji, 
Mr. Pitz Gerald, and the Sub-Begisttar of Kislianpur, none of whose figures are esact, 
“no great reliance can be placed on their e'timatcs. vhich arc much laracr than the 
number actually recovered by the police. From the departure of the relief train up 
to the morning there was a guard of police and chaukidars over the wreckage. The 
members of the relief partv. admit ^tlmt no^ bodies were removed nliile thes were 
present, and there is no eridcnce That nnj- bodies were removed snbscqnenih’. 

During the night the Assist.ant Engineer Mr. Xiivingston and the Disirict Traffie 
Superintendent Mr, Brown searched among the wreckage and after a c.arcful search 
could discover only six bodies. The number of dead bodies therefore found by the 
police on whom inquest report was held is in nn‘ opinion the correct nnmbor of people 
killed at the scene of the accident. The inquest held by the Government Pailway 
Police Sub-Inspector is signed by one Pardnninn Hal, Law Superintendent of the 
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SuTsnnd estate, tlio Writer Head Constable .Tamuna Prashad and the Junior Sub- 
Inspeetor of Warisnagar. 

Of the 15 ijersoiis rel^loved, one n-ho was admitted to the railway hospital died 
on the 23i'd, and two eases are still under treatment for lacerated thiglis, one at the 
Banwari Lai Hospital, Laheria satai, ;ind one at the Samastipiu dispensary., 

'4 I would recommend that there should be more effective organisation by the rail¬ 
way' administration of their medical department for rendering first aid and evacuation 
of-thetinjured. I also wish to bring to your notice the commendable public spirit 
displayed by Babu Jamuna Karji, Mr. Pitz Gerald arrd iSIuhammad Sherrif, Senior Sub- 
Inspector of Warisnagar. 


Allocation of Costs between the i>ifferent Local Governments 
IN connection with the Deoghar Conspiracy Case. 

169. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Have Government received any 
representation from the Government of Bihar and Orissa on the subject 
of the allocation of cost in conducting the Deoghar conspiracy case, in 
which the accused came from Bengal, the United Provinces, and the 
Punjab ? If so, what decision, if any, has been arrived at regarding 
the allocation of cost between the different Local Governments concerned 1 

The Honourable J. Crerar : A representation has been received from 
the Government of Bihar and Orissa on this subject asking for a contri¬ 
bution from central revenues toivards the expenses of the ease. The 
Standing Finance Committee of the Assembly has agreed to a supple¬ 
mentary demand of Rs. 50,000 being moved for this purpose, and this 
will be done ih due eoui’se. 

Prevention of the Import into India of Imitation Teas. 

170. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a.) Is it a fact that “ imitation 
teas” in which weeds and other ingredients^are mixed, are imported 
into India for consumption, and that they are injui’ious to health - 

(h) Where are these “imitation teas” produced ; and do Govern¬ 
ment propose to take necessai-y steps to prevent their import into India ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; (a) and (&). The Government of India under¬ 
stand that imitation tea is manufactured at Viirndhunagar in the Eamnad 
District of the Madras Presidency from the leaves of certain trees and 
that thiis stuff is imported coastwise from Tnticorin to Bombay, etc., 
probably under other descriptions such as “ Soap Nut Powder ”. It is 
also i-eported that there is some traffic in artificially coloured teas in 
Amritsar, hut no information is available as to whether these are import¬ 
ed from outside and if so whence. I regret I am not in a position to 
express any definite opinion as to whether the imitation teas are inju¬ 
rious to health, as such opinion can be expressed only after a careful 
scientific analysis of the ingredients. With regard to the question of 
the prevention of the importation of such teas I may state that action has 
already been taken or is being taken by Local Governments to prescribe 
under their Food Adulteration Acts a standard quality of tea for sale 
for human consumption. In view of this the Government of India do not 
propose to take anyHi-urther action in the matter. 

Bailway Survey from Btjtlam-Banswara toGaliakot in_ Central India. 

17-1. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) It is proposed to have a rail¬ 
way survey made from Eutlam-Banswara to Galiakot (Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Bailway) in Central India ? 
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' {&) Will this railway line, if constructed, pass through Sailana, 

^vhieh is a populous and growing centre ? 

Mr A 'A L, parsons : (a) A ti-affic survey for a railway from Rut- 
lam via Ban^rara to Galiakot has heen sanctioned, 

(b) engineering survey has been made the exact alignment 

of the cannot be stated. ’ ' 

jjjr^uEQUATE Representation op Sikhs in the Post Office and the Railway 
Mail Service in the Punjab. 

172. Sardax Gulab Singh : (a) Will Government be pleased to place 
on the table two statements "showing the following information : 

} 

Statement No. 1. 


Name of Circle, Division or OfBce. 

Total number 
of clerks or 
sorters in- 
eluding 
Reserve. 

Number of 
clerks or 
sorters belong¬ 
ing to Sikh 
community. 

Rem AUKS. 

1. Punjab and N. W. F, C. Postal Circle .. 

2. Office of P. M. G., Lahore .. 

3. R. M. S. D. Division 

4. R, M. S. K, Division 

5. R. M. 8. L. Division 





Statement No. 2. 


Name of Circle, Division or Office. 

Total number 
of vacancies 
of clerks or 
sorters (includ¬ 
ing Reserve) 
filled up dur¬ 
ing the year 
1927-28. 

Number of 
vacancies 
filled up by 
recruiting 
members of 
Sikh com- 
munitj-. 

Remarks. 

1. Punjab and N, W. F. C. Postal Circle .. 

2. Office of P. M. G., Lahore .. .. i 

3. R. M. S. D. Division -. ' .. 

4. R. M. S. K. Division 

6. B. M. S. L. Division 





(Z>) Is it a fact that the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, 
issued orders to the effect that every third vacancy be given to the mem¬ 
bers of the community which is inadequately represented ? 
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(c) Is it a fact that the Sikh >eommtiiiity is poorly repTesented in 

the Post Office and R. M. S, in the Punjab ? '< . 

(d) If the answer .'to part (to) is in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to take suitable action against thCj'Offi.cials responsible for not 
abiding by the Director-General’s instructions referred to in part (i) 
and not allowing every third vacancy to Sikhs in,the Departments named 
above ? 

(e) .Do Government propose to issue strict instruction^ to the effect 
that in future the rights of the Sikh community are not'ignoTed in re¬ 
cruiting candidates and that recruitment' is madb strictly in accordance 
with Director-General’s instructions referred to in part (u) above ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0; McWatteriS : The information asked for by 
the Honourable Member is being collected and will be furnished to him in 
due course. 

Abolition of the Westeen Circle of the Railway Mail Service at 

> Poona, 

173. Mr. N. M. Joshi ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether the.abolition oi.the.Western Circle, Poona, of tln- 

R. M. S. has resulted in economy ! 

(б) If so, how much f 

(c) If not, whether they propose to abandon the scheme for abolition 
in other centres ? ' ' ■ 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) and (h). The scheme was 
adopted for administrative rather than financial reasons, and no marked 
economy is anticipated at present. 

(c) No. t . 

Grant of help to the Widow and Family of Me. Ganpati Ayer, late 
Head Sorter, No. 8 Section, Railway Mail Service, Bangalore 
City. ^ ■ 

174. Mr. N." M.-Joshi : Will Government he pleased to state : 

(a) w^hether they are aware that Mr. Ganpa'ti Ayer, the late Head 

Sorter, No. 8 Section, Railway Mail Seiudce, Bangalore City, 
contracted a_ wound in the course of his official duty and 
after some time died on account’of it, leaving a^widoWfand 
some children ? 

(5) whether the widow has sent a petition for help for the family 
and to give some suitable job for her eldest’ boy ? aud^ 

(b) whether Government has eonsidercd- the petition and, if ' so, 

what the decision is ? 

Mr, P. G. Rogers : (a) The evidence available shows that the wound 
was not contracted in the course of official dutv. 

■ (^) 

(c) The matter is under consideration. ’ ‘ ' 
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Dep.^tjientax Exaj^i^ation for Postal Accobntakts. 

176. Mr. N. M. JosM ; (a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
whether there is an open and competitive departmental examination held 
for Postal Accountants since 1925 to all who have rendered 3 years’ ser¬ 
vice or more in the clerical cadre i ' . • 

(b) If the reply to (a) he in the affirmative, will the Government be 
pleased to state the syllabus prescribed for the above examination ? 

’ (b) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of officials 
of the clerical cadre with 3 years’ service or more in the whole-of India 
and Burma, the number who appeared for the examinations held in 1925, 
1926 and 1927 and the nuniber who passed in each of the said examina¬ 
tions ? 

P., G. Rogers_: (a) Yes. 

(&) A syllabus of the examination will be supplied to the Honourable 
Member. 

«. 

(c) The information is being collected and will be furnished to the 
Honourable Member on its receipt. 

DjipartmentalExamination FOR Inspectors and Superintendents’Head 
Clerks in the Postal Department. 

176. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether it is a- fact that there was a departmental examina- 

' ' tion held for the appointments of Inspectors’ and Super- 

‘ - ihtendents’ Head Clerks in the Postal Department ? 

(б) if so, its syllabus : 

(ic) whether tRe said examination was a competitive one thrown 
open to all officials of the clerical cadre in India and Burma : 
, and 

(d) the number that passed in each of the said examinations f 
Mr. P. G. Rogers : (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). The examination wa.s conducted bj’’ Heads of Postal 
Circles wdio exercised their own discretion as to the syllabus and condi¬ 
tions of the test. In somie. circles the examination was an open comiieti- 
tive one, in others pot. 

(d) Government do not' consider that the possible utility of the in¬ 
formation when obtained will justify the time and labour which will be 
required to collect the figures asked for by the Honourable Member. 

-Departmental Examination fortInspbctors and Superintendents’ Head 
Clerks in the Postal Department. 

" I 177. 'Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : . 

(a) whether it is a fact that an examination has recently been 
introduced in G. O. No. 5 of 19th July 1927 issued by the 
Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs for promotion to 
the Selection Grade of. Rs. 160—10—2^0 including the 
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appointments of Inspectors and Superintendents’ * Head 
Clerics in the Postal Department ? 

(5) if so, its syllabus ? 

Mr. P, G-. Rogers : Yes ; this General Order has however been 
superseded by the orders contained in part V of Director-General’s 
Circular (Post Office) No. 10, dated the 24th May, 1928. 

A copy of this, which includes the syllabus, will be supplied to the 
Honourable Member. 

I 1 

Pay of Inspectors of Post Offices, etc. 

178. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state 
the pay of Inspectors of Post Offices, Head Clerks to Superintendents of 
Pose Offices and other I Selection grade officers and accountants in Post 
Offices with their respective duties and responsibilities ? 

~ The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : Inspectors of Post Offices, 
Head Clerks to Superintendents of Post Offices and other Yst selection 
grade officials are in the grade of Rs. 160—10—250. Accountants in 
Post Offices ordinarily draw the local time-scale of pay with a special pay 
of Es. 10 or Rs. 15, but in the more important Post Offices there are 
Accountants drawing the pay of the .selection grades namely Rs. 160— 
10—250 and Rs. 250—20—350. 

2. The duties and responsibilities of the officials in question are 
generally as their designations imply, but a detailed catalogue would 
exceed the reasonable limits of a reply to the Honourable Member’s question. 

_-DEPARYMEN'rAL EXAMINATION FOE INSPECTORS OF PoST OFFICES AND SUPER¬ 
INTENDENTS’ Head Clerks. 

179. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Is it a fact that officials who passed the depart¬ 
mental examination for Inspectors and Superintendents’ Head Clerks 
and who are in the waiting list have been exempted from passing the 
examination prescribed in D. G.’s G. O. No. 5^ of 19th July 1927 and simi¬ 
lar exemption denied to passed accountants in D. G.’s No. As. A.|3|27 of 
3rd November 1927 addressed to all Postmasters General ? If so, 
why 1 

The Honourable IWr. A. 0. McWatters : Yes. The Honourable 
Member’s attention is invited to the reply to paragraph (a) of the un- 
stafred question No. 483, by Mr. B. Das in the Legislative Assembly nil 
the 27th March 1928. 

Grant.OF Increments for the Past Postal Services op the Postal reoruit- 
’ ' ■ ED Men. 

180. Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) With reference to the reply to unstarred 
question No. 463 given in the Assembly on 27th March 1928 regarding 
the counting of total length of postal service, will the Government be 
pleased to state, whether they are aware of the fact that the men transferred 
from the Post Office to the Telegraph Department were signallers doing 
the work of the Telegraph Branch ? 
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, ,, i^} If tile answer be in tbe affirmative,,,will the Government be 

pleased to state'wbetber they will reconsider and grant increments for. the 
■past'’postal‘services of the postal recruited men ? 

’ The Honourable Mr. ,.A. C. Mc.Watters (a) The signalling worh 
done in the Post Office by the postal signallers subsequently transferred 
to the Telegraph Branch formed a part only of their duties. 

■ (if) G’qvernmeht' are not prepared to reconsider their decision on 
this qhestion. 

"‘'■Grant'OP Pension TO JdisTRiES. 

181. Mr. N. M. Joshi : With' reference to the reply to question 
No. 466 given in the Assembly on 27 th March 1928 regarding .the grant 
of pension to. mistrUs, will' the Government be pleased to state when the 
decision wiir.be reached f ' 

The Honotmable Mr. A. C. McWatters : Government are not yet in a 
position to give the information asked for by the Honourable Member. 

Recruitment porthe Signalling Establishments in .the Madras Circle. 

182> Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will the Government be pleased •' to state 
when the open recruitment, for taking men in the Signalling Establish¬ 
ments in the Madras Circle will take place ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : The revised rules regarding the recruitment of 
candidates for the Signalling Establishment of the'Department have 
already been approved by the Government of India, and .will,shortljr be 
given effect to, not only for Madras, but for the whole of.India. 

Stoppage op Recruitment to tee General Service op the .'.TELE'qiftAPH'- 

■ Department prom the Coonoob and Lovedale Schools^'etc. 

183. Mr. N. M. Joshi : With reference to the reply to question 
■.No^ 467 (&)'-given in the Assemblyon 27th March. 1928 regarding the 
- abolition of -distinctions imade'-betweefrilndianfe and; AngloHhdians, will the 
' Government be pleased to state tbe decision that has been arrived at ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C.,McWatters : The attention of the Honour- 
a'ble Member‘is’drawn to tbe revised rules for the recruitment of .can¬ 
didates tq.the Signalling Establishment of the Department a copy of which 
'will be supplied to :tim. .. - , . ^ 

■''■'■-Examination eob Clerks in the Central Telegraph Oeeioe'at Madras. 

r- 184* -Mr. N.' M. Joshi : (a). Will the Government be'pleased to state 
■Whether any examination was-held on the-28111 June 1928-in'the. Ceirtrah. 
•Telegraph Gffice at Madras for appointing clerks ? - 

(b) If the answer be in'the affirmative, will the' Government be 
pleased .to furnish .f 

• . (T) Number of applications registered ? . 1 

(2) Number of candidates allowed to sit for the examination ? 

■ . '( 3 )'dumber of 'ean^dates declared/successful;.? , 
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Irbegulaeity in f Coeeirmatioh oe Clerks m the Central Station¬ 
ery Oeitce, 

187. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra ; (a) Will the Honourable Member 
be pleased to state the circumstances under -which the persons appointed 
in the Stamp Branch -were transferred to the Stationery Branch and con¬ 
firmed earlier than the persona who were" appointed in the Stamp Branch 
prior to them but subsequently transferred to the Stationery Branch ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Babu Triguna Charan Chakraburtty, B.A., ori¬ 
ginally appointed in the Stamp Branch was transferred to the Stationery 
Branch and confirmed in clerical grade I in preference to Babu Sanatkumar 
Chatterjee, B.A., and Nanda Dulal Chatterjee, B.A., clerics in clerical 
grade I, who were seniors to Babu Triguna Charan Chakraburtty in 
service ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) above be in the affirmative will he be pleased 
to say, (i) in how many cases such irregularity 'in confirmations was 
adopted, and (it) whether the Superintendent of the Central. Stationery 
Office is responsible for such irregularity ? 

(d) If so, will the Honourable Member be pleased to say what-depart¬ 
mental action does he propose to take against him ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : I propose to answer questions 
Nos. 187, 188, 189, 192, 193, 194 and 195 together. Inquiries are being 
made, and I hope to furnish the Honourable Member with the results of 
these at a later date. 

Coneirmation oe Certain Clerks in the Central Stationery Office. 

tl88. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Industries and Labour Department be pleased 
to refer to his reply given in answer to question No. 198 (iv) at page 1062 
to the Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. I, No. 22 of 1928 and say 
whether it is a fact that Babu Sanatkumar Chatterjee, B.A., Nagendranath 
Chakraburtty, B.A., Nando Dulal Chatterjee, B.A., and Manindranath 
Bhanja were confirmed subsequent to December 1927, i.e., after the date 
when the question No. 198 referred to above was forwarded to the Central 
Stationery Office for furnishing facts ? 

I 

(b) If the answer to question (o) above be in the negative, will the 
Honourable Member be pleased to substantiate the answer, by furnishing ; 

(i) the date when their service books were prepared, 

(it) the date of the salary bill or bills in which they were shown 
confirmed, . ■ ' 

(in) the name of the Deputy Controller who was in charge of the 
Stationery Office at the time of their appointment and at 
the time of their confirmation, and. 

(iv) the name of the Deputy Controller who attested their service 
books ? ' ■ ' . 

(c) If the answer to que.stion (a) abo-ve be in the affirmative, will 

he be_ pleased to say why these facts were not mentioned in the reply to 
question 198 (iv) referred to in (a) above ? ' - 


+Por aDBTTor to this question, see answer to question No. 187. 
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(d) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state whether the 
Superintendent of the Stationery Office is responsible for this mis¬ 
statement of facts furnished to Honourable iMember ? 

(e) If so, what departmental action does the Honourable hlemher 
propose to take against him ? 

Dates op Coneirmation of Certain Clerks in the Central Stationery 

Office. 

tl89. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable 
Member in.charge of the Labour and Industries Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Babu Triguna Charan Chakraburtty, B.A., 
was appointed in the Stamp Branch under the Controller of Printing ;> 
Stationery and Stamps subsequent to Babu Sanatkumar Chatterjee, B.A.f 

(h) Will he be pleased to say w'hether it is a fact that Babu Triguna 
Charan Chakraburtty was transferred to the Stationery Branch and con¬ 
firmed earlier than Babu Sanatkumar Chatterjee although the latter sub¬ 
mitted a health certificate earlier ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) above be in the affirmative will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to state the reason for such preferential treatment 
to Babu Triguna Charan Chakraburtty ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Babu Triguna Charan Chaliraburtty was the 
private tutor to the sons of the Superintendent of the Central Stationery 
and Stamp office ? 

Dates of Confirmation of Certain Clerks in the Central Stationery 

Office. 

j:190. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Labour and Industries Department be pleased to 
refer to the statement furnished in anwer to question 198 (h) (t) at 
page 1062 of the Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. I, No. 22 of 1928 and 
state : 

(j) in what particular month’s salaiy bill or bills the following 
persons w'ere shown confirmed : 

Babu Ajit Nara.yan Chowdhuri, hl.Sc., 

Babu Prodyut Kumar Sen Gupta. B.A.. 

Babu' Nagendranath Chabraburty, B.A., 

Babu Sanatkumar Cbattei’jee, B.A., 

Babu Nandodulal Chatterjee, B.A.. and 
Babu Manindranath Bhanja, Matric. 

(n) When their service hooks were prepared, and 

{in) whether their service hooks bear the attestation of Mr. G. W. 
Coster who was Deputy Controller during 1925-27 ? 

(6) Is it a fact that Babu Ajit Narayau Chowdhuri. M.Sc.. was 
appointed on six months’ probation jn a substantive post in the Stationery 

Branch ? _ ■ __ . 

tlTor answer to this question, see answer to question No. ISi. 
tPor answer to this question',' sec ahsrver to question No, 18C. 

L66IyA ' 
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(c) Is' it a fact that he all along .up to the end of August 1928 worked 
in the Stationery Department ? 

{d) Is it a fact that he never worked in the Stamp Branch ? 

(e) If the facts be otheiwise as mentioned in (c) and (d) above, 
will Honourable Member be pleased to put up relative papers to substan¬ 
tiate his stateemnt ? 

(/) Is it a fact that he was confirmed in a post in the Stamp Branch 
in 1927 ? 

(a) If the answer to (/) above be in the affirmative, will the Honour- 
ble Member be pleased to state the circumstances under which he was 
confirmed in the Stamp Branch even though an order was passed in 1925 
for its abolition in-1928 ? 


Non-confirmation of Certain Clerks in the Central Stationery Depart- ‘ 

MENT. 

f 191 . Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber be pleased to state why Babu Ajit Narayan Chowdhuri was not 
confirm^ in the post of the Stationery Department to which he was 
substantively appointed ? 

(fi) Is it a fact that Babu Nando Dulal Ohatterjee, B.A., was appointed 
in 1925 in the Purchase Branch of the Stationery Office ? 

Is it a fact that he was shown holding a temporary post in the 
J'orms Department in June 1928 1 

(d) If the answer to (c) above be in the affii'mative will he be pleased 
to say why he was shown as made pei-manent in answer to question No. 
198 (b) (i) at page 1062 of the Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. I, 
No. 22 of 1928 ? 

(e) Is it a fact that Babu Nagcndranath Chakraburtty, B.A., was 
appointed in 1925, but has not yet been confirmed 2 

(/) If the answer to (e) above be in the affirmative, will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to saj^ how he was stated to have been made per¬ 
manent in answer to question referred to in (d) above ? ■ 

(ff) it a fact that Babu Kakhaldas Gupta submitted a medical 
cei'tificate of health in 1925 ? 

(h) If the answer to (ff) above be in the affirma'tive, will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to state what facts he wanted to convey by the 
terms “ for rea.sons of health ” in answer to question b (iv) referred to 
in (d) above ? 

(i) Is it a fact that Babu Rakhaldas Gupta enjoyed leave on average 
salary only permissible under the Fundamental Rules ? 

m ^ (7) above be in the affirmative, will the Honour¬ 

able Member be pleased to state why then he was not confirmed ? 


iTor .mswer to this question, see answr to question No. 186. 
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EmEWYMENT op men SANCTIONED FOR THE StAMP BRANCH IN THE STATIONERY 
Branch under the OontroujEr op Printing and Stationery. 

tl92. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (o) Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Labour and Industries Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the following persons drew salary from 
the Stamp Budget, but were attached to work in the Stationery Branch ; 

MauM Zahadur Rahaman, 

Babu Amarendranath Manna, 

Babu Nandodulal Chatterjee, 

Babu Ajitnarayan Chowdhuri, 

Babu Sasanka Jiban Ghose, 

Maulavi Mahommad Ishaq, 

Babu Chandi Char an l\Iukherjee, 

Babu Prosad Das Mulrherjee, 

Babu Nagendranath Mukherjee No. II 1 

{h) If the answer to question (a) above be in the negative, will he 
be pleased to say whj^ they were served with notice relating to the termina¬ 
tion of their service with the abolition of the Stamp Branch ? 

(c) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to put up the attendance 
register of the Stamp Branch during 1925-27 in support of the answer to 
(b) above ? 

(d) Will he be pleased to say why men sanctioned for the Stamp 
Branch and drawing salary from the Stamp Budget were actually employed 
to do work in the Stationery Branch tinder the Controller of Printing and 
Stationery ? 

(e) Will the Honourable Member he pleased to say in what branchas 
of tlie Printing and Stationeiy Department the persons named in the 
question («) above were confirmed after the abolition of the Stamp Branch 
as ensured in his I’eply to question No. 198 {iv) at page 1062 of the 
Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. I, No. 22 of 1928 ? 

Nepotism in the Central Stationery Office. 

tl 93. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Industries and Labour Department he pleased^ to 
refer to the replj" to question No. 199 (c) at page 1063 of the Legislalive 
Assembly Debates, Vol. I, No. 22 of 1928, and say whether it is a fact 
that the following persons are brothers-in-law of the present Superinten¬ 
dent (Rai Saheb A. C. Ohunder, I.D.S.M.) of the Central Stationery 
Office ; 

Hahn Phanindranath Bose of Accounts Branch, 

Bahn Sailendranath Bose of Supply Branch, 

Babu Barendranath Bose of Examiners’ Branch, and 
Babu Bholanath Bose of the Co-operative Society of the Stationery 
Office ? 

tPor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 187. 

LC6LA ' * n2 
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(6) Is it a fact tliat Babu Netai Chandra Chunder (non-Matrie) 
and Babu Anil Chandra Bose of the Central Forms Store are the son 
and brother-in-law of the Superintendent of the Central Stationery Office, 
who controls the appointments of the Forms Store, Central Publication 
Branch and the Calcutta Press ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the following persons are relatives by marriage 
of the Head Assistant of the Stipply Branch (Babu Jotindranath Chose), 
now on deputation to the Central Publication Branch :— 

Babu Suprokas Pal of the Purchase Branch, 

Babu Birendranath Mitra of the General Branch, and 
Babu Amullya Charan Ghose of StationeiT Store ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Babu Satis Chandra Mittra of the Purchase 
Branch of the Stationery Office, is the brother of the son-in-law of the 
Superintendent of that office ? 

(e) Is it a fact that Babu Nirapada Mulcherjee of the Stationery 
Store and Babu Nirmal Chandra Baner.iee of the Accounts Branch of 
the Central Stationery Office are the ,son-in-law and nephew of the Head 
Assistant of the Purchase Branch (Babu Benode Behari Banorjee) of 
the Stationery Office ? 

(/) Is it a fact that Babu Jibendranath Bnnerjee of the General 
Branch of the Stationery Office is the son of Babu Bijwendranath 
Banerjee, the Head Assistant of the Accounts Branch of the office ? 

ig) Is it a fact that Babu Bhibuti Bhusan Chaterji of the Supply 
Branch is tlie son of the Head Assistant (Babu Atul Chandra Chatterjee) 
of the Supply Branch of the Central Stationery Office ? 

(7i) Is it a fact that Babu Sasanka Kumar Ghose of the Purchase 
Branch and Babu Santash Kumar Bose of the Examiner’s Branch of the 
Central Stationery Office are the brother.s-in-law of the Cashier (Babu 
Nerode Behari Bo.se) of the Central Stationery Office ? 

( 7 ) If the answers to questions (&) to (/?) above be in the affirmath’e, 
will the Honourable hlember in charge of the Industries and Labour 
Department be pleased to say why these facts were suppressed in furnish¬ 
ing the answer to the question referred to in («) above ? 

U) Does he propose to enquire into the matter and take proper steps 
so that no such mis-statement is furnished in this Assembly in future % 

Supersebsioit of Certain Clerks in the Central Stationery Office 

BY Babu Suprokas Pal. 

t 194. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Industries and Labour Department be pleased 
to state when Babn Suprokas Pal of the Purchase Branch of the Central 
Stationery Office was confirmed in the grade of Rs. 80—200 ? * 

{i) Is it a fact that he was allowed to officiate in the post of the 
Head Assistant of the Purchase Branch during April and May 1928 ? 


TFor ans^rer to tliis questioa. see answer to question No. 187. 
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service and superior to him in educational qualification ^ ^ 

Babu Haripada Kundu, 

Babu Benode Bebari Moohkooty, 

Babu Akhil Chandra Dey, 

Bat X Sudhaususekhar Banerjee, 

Babu Kalipada Qliose, and 
Babu Jitendranath Bhattaeharjee ? 

(d) Is it a fact that all the assistants mentioned in (c) above held 
independent charges of sections and branches of the Stationery Office some 
time or other previous to Babu Suprokas Pal’s appointment as the Head 
Assistant of the Purchase Branch of that office ? 


• (e) Is it a fact that Babu Suprokas Pal was never placed in indepen¬ 
dent charge of a section or a branch of the Stationery Office previous 
to iiis officiating as the Head Assistant of the Purchase Branch ? 

(/)_ If the answers to questions (c), (d) and (e) above be in the 
affirmative, will the Honourable klember be jileased to state whether the 
supersession of the persons mentioned in (c) above by Babu Suprokas Pal 
.wa^ dealt with on the merits of the ease by specifying the reasons and 
grounds of supersession in each ease ? 


(p) If the answer to (/) above be in the affirmative, ivill the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to put up the file or files in that connection ? 

(/[) If the answer to (/) above be in the negative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to state why this irregular procedure of supei-seding 
the claims of men without anything written on record is adopted in the 
Stationery Office ? 

(i) Is it a fact that the persons mentioned in (c) above were super- 
.•?e(.led on the ground that they had no training in the working of the Fur- 
cliase Branch of the Stationery Office ? 


(i) H the answer to (i) above be in the affirmative, will the 
Honourable Member be pleased to state Avhether transfers from one 
Brandi to anotlier in the Central Stationery Office are made at any stated 
time ? 


(?{) If the answer to (j) above be in the affirmative, will the 
Honourable Member be pleased to state the reason and circumstances under 
which the jjersons named in (c) above were never transferred to the 
Purchase Branch ? 

Dates op Conpibmation of Certain Cleeks in the Centkal Stationery 

Office. 

t395. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Labour and Industries Depai'+ment be pleased 
.to refer to the reply to question No. 198 (7>) (n) at page 10G2 of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly I)ebate.s, Vol. I. No. 22 of 1928 and state the e.irciimstances 
under which Balms Triguna Charan Chakraburtty, B.xV., and Sonrindra- 


tPor answer to this question, see answer to question .No. IS". 
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nath Roy, Matrics, were confirmed earlier lo the recruits made by Mr. 
F. D. Ascoli, M.A,, I.O.S., as Controller ’ of Printing, Stationery and 
Stamps ? 

(&) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to put up their appoint¬ 
ment and confirmation file or files showing the grounds and reasons why 
they were confirmed earlier though recruited later ? - 

(o) Is it a fact that Babu Triguna Charan Chakraburtty, B.A., was 
the private tutor to the sons of the Superintendent of the Stationery 
Office (Rai Saheb A. C. Chunder, I.D.S.M.) • 

(d) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to mention any other 
case of confirmation in which prioritj-- of appointment was not taken into 
consideration ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) above be in the negative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to state the reasons why preferential treatment was 
accorded to Babus Triguna Charan Chakraburtty and Sourindranath Roy 
in their confirmation ? 

Adequate Representation op Telegus in the Audit Oppice op the Vizaga- 
PATAM Harbour Construction. 

196. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : (a) Is it a fact that 12 out of the 20 
accountant.s and clerks employed in the Audit Office of Vizagapatam 
(purely Telugu country) Harbour construction are Tamilians ? 

(Z>) Is it a fact that only 3 out of 20 clerks are Telugus ? 

(c) What was the number of Tamilians employed prior to 1926 in 
the Audit Office and what is the number of Tamilians subsequent to 1926 
up to date, stating the exact ntunber of Tamilians and Telugus ? Will the 
Government be pleased to state the reasons of this influx of the Tamil ele¬ 
ment ? 

(d) Do Government propose to take steps to increase the number of 
Telugu hands ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; Enquiry is being made 
and a reply will be sent to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Hours op Rest op the Staff of the Suotxon Dredger ” Vizagapatam.” 

197. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : (a) Is it a fact that it is proposed to work 
the suction dredger “ Vizagapatam ” of the Vizagapatam Harbour 
construction for 2 shifts of 12 hours or 24 hours per day ? 

(I>) Is it a fact that the European staff of each shift of 12 hours are 
allowed to rest ashore in free furnished quarters when off duty ? 

(c) If so. why have no arrangements been made for the Indian staff of 
each shift as ‘^rell ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; The information asked for is being obtained 
and will he furnished to the Honourable Member on receipt. 

Appointment of Chief Engineer on the Suotion Dredger “ Vizagapatam.” 

19B. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : (a) Is it a fact that the best qualified and 
experienced engineers are selected for the engineer’s post on the suction 
dredger “ Vizagapatam ” ? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, why were the claims 
ef statutory natives of India who held a first class B. 0. T. certificate and 
who had actually -worked as Chief Engineer for several years, overlooked 
and an Englishman who had never worked as a Chief Engineer appointed 
-to the vacancy of Chief Engineer on the dredger “ Vizagapatam ” ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (o) Yes. .; 

(&) The engineer who was appointed Chief Engineer holds a first 
class B. 0. T. certificate, and previously acted as Chief Engineer on a re¬ 
clamation dredger. He -was considered the most suitable of the applic¬ 
ants. 

Alleged Insulting Behaviour op European Officers and Engineers 
TOWARDS Indians working on the Dredger “ Vizagapatam.” 

, 199. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : (a) Is it a fact that the Executive Engineer, 

Dredging-Division, Vizagapatam Harbour Construction, has received com- 
plaint.s from the Indians working on that dredger tha-t European officers 
and engineers are in the habit of abusing and insulting the said Indians ? 

(&) If so, what action has the Executive Engineer taken in the 
matter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have received no i*eport to this 
effect. 

Number of Hours op Actual Dredging done by the Suction Dredger 

“ Vizagapatam,” etc, 

200. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Will the Government be pleased to lay oji tlie 
table a statement showing : 

(a) Nnraber of hours of actual dredging done by the suction 
dredger “ Vizagapatam ” from the date of her enlry into the 
creek to the IStli August, 1928 ? 

(I) Number of hoi-irs of stoppage due to breakdovms, overhauls, and 
to other causes f 

(c) Total quantity dredged up to date and the total quantity re¬ 

quired to be dredged before ships may enter the Harbour ? 

(d) Actual expenditure as compared with the output per cubic 

yard ’ 

(e) Tbe^ cost of the dredger and the cost of repairs of Ihe previous 

Ci dredger when it was towed to Calcutta last year ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I can only give this information np to 4th 
August, 1928. which is as’ follows : 

(a) 1083^. 

(&) 8801. 

" '(c)” '(?) 10,381'700 cubic ft. 

(if) 184.000,000 cubic ft. 

- (d) I am obtaining the information asked by the Honourable 
Member. 
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(e) (0 £153,280. 

(nTEs. 3,86,000. 

Alleged III Teeatment oe Bengali Clerks in the Office of the Account¬ 
ant General, Central Revenues. 

201. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Are Government aware that the Bengali 
elerks are ill-treated in the office of the Accountant General, Central 
Revenue,s, and that further recruitment of BeDgali.s has been stopped ? 
Tf so, do Government propose to mitigate the evil ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; Enquiry is being made, 
and a reply will be given to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Protection of the Life and Property op the Inhabitants op the Villages 
Koilwar, Mahmadpur, etc., from Bloods. 

202. Khan Bahadui’ Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Is it a fact that 
the life and property of the inhabitants of the villages between Dehri and 
the place where the ‘ Sone River ’ falls into the ‘ Ganges ’ espeeiaUy 
Koilwar, Mahmadpur, Dhamdhia, Snrodha. Pareo and Pachlotia, etc., etc., 
which are situated at the bank of ‘ Sone River ’ in Bihar Circle, are cut 
short evtti'y year during floods causing gi-eat loss in all respects 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state whetlier any arrange¬ 
ments have been made for permanent precaution for the protection and 
.safety of Ihe life and property of the above-mentioned inhabitants ? If so, 
what ? If not, why not ? 

(c) If the reply to (b) above is in the negative do Govex’ument ■ 
propose to take every possible action for the protection of life and pi’operty 
of the said villagers by providing sufScient funds for the construction of 
butterpss in necessary places between the above-quoted area or by construct¬ 
ing additional canals to subside the force of the flood in the ‘ Sone River ’ ? 

(d) Has any action in the matter since been taken by the Bihar and 
Orissa Government 1 If so, what ? 

The Honourable Mr. A, C, McWa^ers .Sffl.and (d). The Govern¬ 
ment of India have no 

' (b) and (c). DQ.,ndfarise. 

SuBMISSION^QflWoBIALS BY THE SUBORDINATE StAPP OP ThIi PRINTING AND 

Stationery Department. 

203. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Has the attention of the 
Honourable ^lembcr in charge of the Industries and Labour Department 
been drawn to the bj^-rules framed by the Controller of Printing and 
Stationery relating to the siihmis.sion of memorials by the subordinate staff 
of the Printing and Stationery Department in file No. H. 0.41134, dated 
the ITtli March 1928. 

(b) Wi}! the Honourable Member be pleased to state whether / these 
nues were forwarded to Government for their sanction and approval ? 
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(c) If the ansAver to (Z)) above be in the negative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to say whether Government A'esled the C'ontroller A\ith 
any special power to frame sueh rules ? 

(d) If the ansAver to (c) above be in the affirmative. Avill tlie 
IJonoui'able Member be pleased to place a copy of the order on the table ? 

(e) Is it a fact that these rules are contradictory to the general 
rules framed by the GoAmrnment of India relating to the submission of 
memorials ? 

(/) If the anSAver to (c) aboA'e be in the affirmative, Avill the Ilonoui'- 
able Member be pleased to pass orders for the cancellation of these rules 
mentioned in (a) aboA’’e ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) No rules Avere trained 
by the Controller, but a memorandum drawing attention to the correct 
procedure Avas issued by the Controller to the heads of all branches of 
the Printing and Stationery Department. 

(Zj) The memorandum Aims submitted to Government for approval. 

(c) and (d). Do^not arise. 

(e) No. 

(/) Does not ari.se. 

Alleged Highhandedness of the Superintendent of the Central 

Stationery Office. 

204. Mr. Satyendra Chandra BEtra : (a) Will the Honourable Member 
in charge of tlie‘Industries and Labour Department be plea.sed to state 
Avhether his attention aa'ps draAA-n to the three successive publications on 
the 29th January 1928, 9tli February 1928 and 24th ^larch 1928 in the 
Forward regai'ding the highhandedness of the Superintendent of the 
Central Stationery Office ? 

(6) If tlie ansAver to (o) aboA-e be in the affirmative, Avill he be pleased 
to state AAliether any order Avas passed stopping the dramatic performances 
by the staff of the Central Stationery Office for any public charity in a-icw 
of the mismanagement of the fund ? 

(c) Will he be plea.sed to say whether any enquiry Avas made about 
the appropriation of the proceeds of the charity performance held in con¬ 
nection with the Mas’-or’s Fund ? 

(d) Will he he pleased to say Avhether any action Avas taken by the 
Controller of Printing and Stationery for the contribution of the balance 
of the proceeds reali-sed from the charity performance tOAvard.s tlie fund 
above-mentioned 

(e) If the ansAver to (d) ahoA'e he in the affirmatiA-e, Avill he be 
pleased to say ; 

ii) whether tlie last in.stalment of Es. 150 has been paid at all, 

(n) if it has been iiaid. Avhen and 

(Hi) Avhy the instalment was not paid in proper time ? 
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Phesentationmadebythb Clerks oe the Oen-teal Stationery Oettce to 

the Contsoller of Printing anh Stationery on the Occasion oe the 

IIareiagb oe his Daughter. 

205. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable lileniber 
in charge of the Industries and Lahonr Department be pleased to state 
whetlier il is a fact that exaction was made from the clerics of the Stationery 
Office on tlie occasion of the marriage of the daughter of the Controller 
of Printing and Stationery ? 

(&) Is it a fact that a sum of Rs. 500 was raised on that occasion ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the marriage presentation was handed over to 
the Controller Avhile he was in Calcutta by Babu Suprokas Pal of the 
Purchase Branch along vith the Superintendent of the Stationery Office ? 

Circulation amongst the Staff of the Printing and Stationery Depart-^ 
MENT of the CrADATION LiST. 

206. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state 
whether a combined gradation list of the clerks of the Central Stationery' 
Office, Forms Store, Central Publication and the Calcutta Press under 
the Controller of Printing and Stationery is maintained ? 

(7;) If the answer to (a) above be in the affirmative, will he be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that that list Avas never circulated amongst the 
members of the staff of those offices ? 

(c) Is it fact that copies of the gradation list in other offices under the 
Labour and Industries Department are circulated amongst the members 
of the offices ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) abor^e be in the affirmative, does the Honour¬ 
able Member pvoim.se to order the circulation of the gradation list referred 
to in (a) aboA'e amongst tlie staff of the Printing and Stationery Depart¬ 
ment ? 


Promotions in the Printing and Stationery Department. 

207. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state 
Avbelher all promotions in the Printing and Stationery Department are 
made according to the gradation list maintained in that Department ? 

(1) Is it a fact that the gradation list was ncA'er circulated .amongst the 
members of the staff of that department ? 

(c) If the ansAA-er to (o) aboA'e he in the affirmath’-e, will the Honourable 
Dilember be pleased to state in hoAv many cases (i) promotions AA^ere not 
made according to the gradation list specifying the reason in each case ? 

Control for Supplying Coolies to the Central Stationery and feTAMr 

Office. 

"ft 

■^.208. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber imeharge of the Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state 
lioAv long ilessrs. Bird & Co. had the contract for supplying coolie labour in 
the Central Stationery and Stamp Office ? • 
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[s it a fact that after the question No. 204 at page 1060 of the 
Legislative Assembly Debates, Volume I, No. 22 of 1928 was asked in this 
Assembly tenders' for the supply of coolie labour were invited 1 

(cj Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state whether any tender 
was called for coolie labourers so long as Messrs. Bird & Co. wm-e the 
contractors ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) above be in the negative, A\dll the Honourable 
Meniber be pleased to mention the names and dates of the newspapers in 
which advertisements were issued for this purpose during the last five 
years stating the particulars of the parties who submitted tenders ? 

Contract or Messes. Bird and Co. ror the Supply or Coolies to the 
Central Stationery and Stamp Orrice. 

209. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mltra : (a) Will the Honourable Member 
in charge of the Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in regard bo the contract of Messrs. Bird and Co. 
for the supply of coolie labour to the Central Stationery Office slips for 
coolie hire are daily made and passed for daily payments 1 

(h) Is it a fact that daily payments are made by the contractors on 
these coolie slips and after the expiry of the month a consolidated bill is 
submitted to the Accountant Gleneral, Central Revenues ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is no system of check for these coolie slips 
daily submitted by various sections and branches ? 

(d) If the an-swer to (c) above be in the affirmative, does the Honourable 
Meinher propose to introduce any system which will prevent the .submission 
of coolie hire .slips without actual appointment of coolies ? 

Presentation made by the Subordinate Starr to the Controller of 
Printing and Stationery on the Occasion or his Daughter’s Marriage. 

210. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra ; (a) Will the Honourable [Member 
in charge of the Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state 
wliether under the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules an officer is per¬ 
mitted to take presentations from the staff subordinate to him on the occa¬ 
sion of his daughter’s marriage ? 

(Zj) If the reply to (a) above be in the affirmative, will he be pleased 
to cite the rules and orders sanetioninc: the acceptance of such marriage pre¬ 
sentations from the subordinate staff ? 

(c) If the reply to (a) above be in the negative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to state wdiether it is a fact tliat the Controller of Print¬ 
ing and Stationery (klr. E. E. Coombs. O.B.E.) obtained presents from 
his subordinate staff on the occa.sion of his daughter’s marriage ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) above be in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to place on the table a copy of the Government order as 
mentioned in (h) above ? 

{eIf there is no such Government order as mentioned in (b) above, will 
the Honourable Member be pleased to state what departmental action was 
taken against the Controller of Printing and Stationery for violating the 
Government Servants’ Conduct Rules ? 
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it) If the answer to (c) afaoA’e be in the negative, will the Honourable 
iMewber be pleased to state what action was taken against Forward by the 
Controller of Printing and Stationery or the Government in his behalf 
to withdraw its publication making false allegations against the Controller ? 

(g) If no action as stated in (/) above has been taken, will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to state the reasons and circumstances under which 
no action was talcen to rectify the allegations made in the Forward in its 
issue of the 9th February, 1928 ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : I propose to answer questions 
Nos, 204 to 210 together. Inquiries are being made and the results will 
be communicated to the Honourable Member in due course. 


Eesignation by Bedi Raghbie Singh of his Comotssion in the Indian 

Tekritoeial Roece. 

211. Sardar Gulab Singh : (a) Will Government please state whether 
it is a fact that Bedi Eaglihir Singh was granted a commission a.s Honorary 
2iLieutenant in the ll|17th Dogra Regiment (Territorial) in 1924 ? 

(h) If the rejjly to the above is in the affirmative, is it a fact that 
this officer was compelled to resign his commission' under threat of removal 
from the Territorial Force on disciplinary grounds ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a coiffidenlial communication on the above subject 
was received by the ll|17th Dogra Regiment (Territorial) from the Brigade 
Headquarters, Jullundur, which was noted by the above-named officer on 
or about the 14th August 1927 ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Bedi Raghbir Singli resigned his commission on 
private grouiuls on 16th Angu-st, 1927, against his will in compliance with 
the confidential communication referred to above ? 

(e) Is it a fact that Bedi Raghbir Singh cancelled his resignation in 
■January 1928 ? 

(/) Ts it a fact that in spite of this cancellation, his resignation 
appeared in Government of India Gazette Notification No. 406, dated 
241 h March 1928 ? 

(y) Is it a fact that Bedi Raghbir Singh has appealed to the'Northern 
Command for his reinstatement fully stating the causes which led to his 
resignation ? If so, what has been the result ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : («) The facts are as stated except that the com¬ 
mission was dated the 1st April, 1925. 

(6) No, Sir. The officer applied to resign his commission on account 
of the death of his father and the necessity for his presence at home to 
manage hi§ family affaii’S. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) No, Sir. Government haim no reason to suppose that the officer 
was influenced in any way by the military authorities in the matter of 
his resignation. 

(c) In January 1928 he applied for permission to withdraw hi.? resig¬ 
nation. 
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(/) He was not granted permission to withdraw his resignation and 
it’was accordingly published in the Gazette of India. 

ig) Government are not aware that he has appealed, hut if he has, 
tlie appeal will no doubt be considered on its merits. 

Creation op a Cantonment Board in Lansdowne, etc. 

212. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state when the Cantonment administration was introduced in Lansdowne ? 
What was the {a) population, (Z>) income, and (c; nu.ny.^r ei clerks in 
the office when it was first started ? 

(5) What was the income and expenditure and nwnher of clorl-.i, 
■sweepers, Jatnadars and Bazaar Chaudharis in each of the following 
years 1906, 1913, 1920, 1927 ? 

(c) How many times has tlie census of the Lansdowne Cantonment 
been taken since the creation of the Cantonment r When was it Iasi 
taken ? 

(d) What was the eensu.s of Lansdowne Cantonment in 1911 and 
1921 9 ■ 

(e) Are Government aware that the jjopulation of Lansdowne Can¬ 
tonment is over 5,000 during summer ? 

(/) Is it the intention of the Government or the Cantonment Authority 
to take its census this year or next year to find out if tlie population of 
Lansdowne is over 5,000 or not ? 

(g) Is it tlie intention of the Government to create a Cantonment 
Board at Lansdowne ? 

' (h) Is it a fact that the Lansdowne Cantonment authorities have asked 

the Local Government to enhance the conservancy tax over 500 per cent. “ 

' (i) Were any persons residing in Lansdowne consvdied liefore iiiakiug 
such recommendation ? If so, who were the persons consulted and when 
were they consulted ? 

(J) Is it a fact that the residents of Lansdowne have sent their objec¬ 
tions to the Local Government ■ 

(k) IWien do Government propose to constitute a Cantonment 
Board for Lansdowne 9 

Mr. G. M. Young : The information asked for is being obtained and 
will be supplied to the Honourable Member as soon as possible. 

Grievances of the Telephone Probationers in the Patna Di^hsion. 

213. Maulvi Mohammad Shafee : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state whether their attention has been drawn to the correspondence in 
the Searchlight under the heading “Grievances of tlie Telepjuuic Proba- 
tionci-s in I^alna Division”, of the 23rd May 1928 and also to the rorre- 
spondenee in the Patna Times under the heading “ Jobbery in the Patna 
Telephone Department ”, of the 22nd July, 1928. as also in the Amritn 
Bazar Pairika under the hea'ding “ Hard Lot of the Telephone Probationers 
in the Patna Division ”, of the 2nd June 1928, in regard to the injustice done 
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to about a dozen probationers "who were taken in, in February 1927 by Mr. 
P. N. Biswas, tbe then Divisional Engineer, Telegraphs, Patna Division, to 
worlc as telephone operators ? 

(i) Is. it a fact that one Mr. E. A. Daranjo was apiiointed as a 
telephone opera!,or in September 1927, without sitting for any examina¬ 
tion and without having any .superior qualification in preference to all 
others who came out successful in a competitive examination held in Febru¬ 
ary 1927, who were' given hopes of emploj^ment by the department ? 

(c) Are Government aware that much injustice is done by the sub¬ 
ordinate employees and that it reflects badly upon the management of 
the authorities of the Department ? 

(d) Do Government propose to do justice to the disappointed pro¬ 
bationers in the best manner possible ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(b) In the absence of any other suitable candidate, Mr. D’Araujo 
.was appointed as a telephone operator on passing the educational test, 
as at that time, of the 20 candidates who had been examined in February - 
1927, 8 had been provided for, one had refused an appointment, one had: 
joined the East Indian Railway and the remaining 10 had been found to 
be, unsuitable. 

(c) Government do not consider that there was any injustice in re¬ 
jecting candidates who had proved mifit. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Sikh, Muhammadan, Hindu, and Christian Clerks, Accountants, etc., 

IN the Military Accounts Department. 

214. Sardar Gulab Singh ; (a) Will the Government please state 
separately the number of Sikhs, Muhammadans, Hindus and Christians 
clerics, accountants, Deputy Assi.stant Controllers of Military Accounts, 
and Imperial Service Officers in the Military Accounts Department ? 

(b) In case of the communities with the least number do Government 
propose to talm steps to bring that number to a fair proportion ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra : (a) The information is 
being collected and will be furnished to the Honourable Member as soon 
as possible. 

(b) In accordance with the general policy of Government in the 
matter, action has been taken to redress communal inequalities in the vari¬ 
ous grades in the Military Accounts Department. This process will, 
of necessity, be gradual. 

Representation op Sikhs in the Military Accounts Department. 

216. Sardar Gulab Singh : («.) Will the Government please state the 
number of Sikhs, Muhammadans, Hindus and Christians (accountants 
_ and clerics) employed in the Military Accountant General’s Office ? 

(b) Is it a fact that employment in the above office is by selection 
from among the men in the Controllers’ Offices ? “ - . - - 
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(c) Is it a fact that there is no Sikh in the above ofSce at present ? 
If so, is it a fact that no Sikh is fit to be selected ? If this is not the case, 
do Government propose to take steps to bring in Sikhs ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhnpendra Nath Mitra : (a) The number of 
Sikhs, Muhammadans, Hindus and Christians ( accountants and clerks) 
emplojfed in the Military Accountant General’s office is as shewn below : 


Sikhs. Muhammadans. 

Hindus. 

Christians, 

Acountants .. .. .... ''I’ 

Clerks—permanent and temporary’' 

18 

3 

(including copyists and stenogra¬ 
phers) .. . . .... 3 

80 

2 


(b) Yes. 

(c) There is no Sikh in the Military Accountant General’s Office at 
present. Selections for appointments in that office are made from amongst 
men serving in Controllers’ Offices who are specially recommended by 
their respective Controllers for a particular class of work. , There is, 
therefore, no reason wdiy a Sikh should not be so selected if he possessed 
the necessary qualifications. 

Number op Sikhs, Hindus and Muhammadans in Army Headquarters, 
THE Imperial Secretariat and the Railway Board. 

216. Sardar Gulab Singh : What is the number of Sikhs, Hindus, 
Muhammadans in— 

(a) The Army Headquarters (civilians only), 

(5) The Imperial Secretariat, and 
(c) The Railway Board ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I understand that the Honourable 
Member wants information in regard to the clerical staff. The figures as 
they stood on the 31st December, 1927, were : 

Number as on’ the 31st December 1927. 


Office. 

Hindus 

Muslims. 

Sikhs. 

(a) Army Headquarters (including 
'Royal Air Force.) .. 

391 

Ill 

42 

(b) Imperial Secretariat [excluding 
Railway Department (Railway 
Boardl] 

484 

126 

25 

(c) Railway Department (Railway 
Board) excluding the Technical 
Office .. 

79 

17 

4 


Number of Sikhs, Hindus, Muhammadans and Christians in the Railway 

Clearinu House at Delhi. 

217. Sardar Gnlab Singh ; What is the number of Sikhs, Hindus. 
Muhammadans and Christians in the Railway Clearing House at Delhi ? 
In case of communities with the least number do Government propose 
to recruit a fair proportion of that community ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I would refer the Honourable Member to my 
reply to Nawab Sir Znlfiqar Ali Khan’s similar question (No. 251) on 
the 7th March, 1928. 

Separate Office for the Legislative Assembly. 

218. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will Government be pleased to say 
what progress has been made with regard to the proposals for a separate 
office establishment for the Legislative Assembly ? 

{!)) Have Government addressed the Secretary of State for India on 
the subject ? If so, when ? Have they asked for a telegraphic reply ? 
If not, do they propose to do so now ? 

(c) When do Government propose to bring the new office into exist¬ 
ence ? Have Government made any recommendation to the Secretary of 
State to this effect ? 

(d) Do Government propose to take the sanction of the Standing 
Finance Committee in anticipation of the Secretary of State’s orders ? If 
not, why not ? 

(e) What are the reasons for the delay in coming to a decision ? Do 
Government propose to take necessai’y action so that the new office may 
be brought into force at the earliest possible date ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Members of the Assembly are anxious to have 
a separate office " If so, do Government propo.se to set up a temporary 
office with a separate Secretary, etc., for the Assembly, pending the Secre¬ 
tary of State’s sanction ? 

Mr. L. Graham : (a) A despatch on the subject was sent to His Ma¬ 
jesty’s Secretary of State for India on the 26th July last. 

(5) The Secretary of State lias not been asked to accord his sanction 
by wire, because there would appear to be ample time before the Delhi 
Session in wliich to receive lii.s reply. 

(c) The necessary action wiU be taken as soon as possible after the 
Secretary of State’s sanction is received. No recommendation has been 
made as to the date from which the new office is to be brought into exist¬ 
ence. 

((f) Government are not prepared to take any action in anticipation 
of the sanction of the Secretary of State because until they know what 
has been sanctioned they will not know what to lay before the Standing 
Finance Committee. 

(e) Having regard to the importance of the matter Government do 
not consider that an unduly long time has been expended on it. The 
Honourable Member is referred to the reply above to part (c). 

(/) Government have not observed any great keenness on the part of 
Members to bring this matter up for discussion in this House. Govern¬ 
ment do not propose to take the action suggested. 

Decrease of Bengalis in the Government of India Secretariat, 

219. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Will the Government he pleased to state 
whetliCT the projjortion of the Bengalis employed in the Government of 
India Secretariat has considerably decreased since 1913 ? If so will the 
Government be pleased to state the reasons ? 
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Is it a fad that brilliant Bengali graduates’ claims for service under 
the Government of India are often overlooked compared vith members 
of the other commnnities ? 

Are Government aivare that there is a general feeling amongst the 
Bengali candidates for service under the Government of India, that they 
are not wanted by the Government ? If so, do Government propose to 
allay the general ieeling and order recruitment on the basis of merit ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Government have not complete infor¬ 
mation on the subject, but I am prepared to accept the Honourable 
Member’s statement that this is so. As indicated in the replies given by 
Sir Alexander Muddiman on the 23rd March, 1925, and the 26th January, . 
1926, -to Haji S. A. K. Jeelani and Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, ^ 
one reason may possibly be that the removal of the seat of the Govern-' 
ment of India from Calcutta has reduced the number of suitable Bengali 
.candidates. 

"With reference to the remaining parts of the Honourable Member’s 
question I can assure him that recruitment is made strictly on the basis 
of merit. 

Policy of Eecbuitment foe the Services ukdee the Government 
I OF India. " 

220. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state whether their policy of recruitment for the Services under the 
Government of India is based upon efiSeieney or community or religious 
persuasion ? 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether they accept the 
principle laid down in the Queen’s Proclamation about appointments 
under the Government ? If the answer be in the affirmative, will the 
Government be pleased to state whether orders have been issued in some 
offices to recruit on a communal and provincial basis ? If the.answer be 
in the negative, are Government aware that such a policy is detrimental 
to the growth of Indian nationalism ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Efficiency is the basis of all recruit¬ 
ment to Government service, but subject to the satisfaction of this primary 
condition the policy of Government is to regulate recruitment so as to 
prevent the preponderance of any one class or community. I haTC 
already undertaken to furnish the Honourable Member with a copy of the 
relevant instructions. 

Her late Majesty’s proclamation is binding on all servants of the 
1 Crown. 

Employment of Muhammadans in the Imperial Library. 

221. Mr. Muhammad Eafique : (a.) Will the Honourable Member in 
charge of the department of Education, Health and Lands be pleased to 
refer to the answers given to questions Nos. 673 and 674 in this House of the 
8tb February, 1926, and No. 151, dated the 20th August, 1926, and lay on 
the table ; 

(i) a statement showing the total number of ministerial employees 
and sorters in the Imperial Library and the nationality (re¬ 
ligion) of these officers separately : and 
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(it)" a- statement showing >the.-.acting, temporary and permanent 
vacancies that occurred in these services since. 20th August 
1926. and how many of these were given to the Muham- 

madans ^ c— . 

(1)) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to,say:if it is a fact 
, 'that the previous number of two Muhammadan.clerks ihas 

--been reduced to only one, viz., the clerk in charge of the 
-Arabic Department ? . . ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that during the period referred to above, there 

w,eye about seven permanent vacancies and no Muhammadans 
■, were'taken in, any of thefe 

(d) Were all these vacancies advertised in the papers ? If not, 
^ why not 

(e) Is it a fact in filling up two Of the,ye posts, it was'‘-‘a'dvertisM 

in the papers that men having-five years’ experience in 
.Inbrary work would bcvtnken ? And were men with such 
qualifications actuallj- taken ? . l 

(/) Is it a fact that for working in the temporary.vacancies in the 
'oimperial tDibra^y!,^ not Muhammadan’s ^ate‘^ftahen,--'' Stj^as to 
give them an oppoitunity I'or acquiring experience in Libraiy 
work and ultimately securing -permanent posts, -"While raw 
Hindu outsiders are invariably taken with a view to provide 
them with permanent posts when vacancies occur ? , t. 

'(g) In view of what is going on in the Imperial Library "will the 
Honourable i^Iember be pleased to say if any steps "will be 
taken for securing to the Muhammadans their share of ap- 
- ' pointments in the Library as .early as ..possible ? , 

i— , If .' ' ' '' 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai Information is being r. collected and will be 
supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Opening by a Clerk op the iMEPBiAL-iiBBARY op a Restaurant in the 

Library. 

' 222. Mr, M-ohammad Eafique : ( a ) Will'the Honourable Member m 
charge of the Department of Education, Health and Lands be pleased to 


(a) Is it a fact that a clerk of the Imperial Library, Calcutta,'''has 

opened a restaurant in-the Library'through a sorter of the 
Imperial Library and that the profit ari.sing therefrom 'is 
di"vided amongst them ? 

(b) Is it .a fact that the sorter and -other menial staff of the 

Library are emploj'ed in the work of this restaurant during 
office^hours ? , - 

(c) If so, will the Hononrahle Member be pleased to say if any 

steps will be taken (lo stpp tills ?, v - . - , 

(d) When the restaurant was opened did the authorities .concerned 

call for any tender from refreshment vendors for running 
it ? Or was it a clerk who got the business started solely 
for his benefit, without such steps being taken first ? 

G. S. Bajpai: Government hav,e made enquiries and will com- 
mimioatc the result to the Honourable Member in d e .. ir^e 
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Bale of Books and Peeiodicals weeded out of the Impeeial Libeaey 

Calcutta. ’ 

323, Mr. Muhammad Rafique : (a) Is it a fact that''bo6ks' and 
periodicals received in the Imperial Library are privately sold by the 
clerks in charge as waste paper, without any regard whatever to their 
importance ? 

(&) Ls any list maintained of the so-called'-weeded out books and 
magazines and are proper records kept of their disposal ? 

(c) Are any steps taken for cheeking from time to time the books 
- and periodicals received in the Imperial Library with reference to the list 

of those weeded put ? 

(d) Are the back numbers of important magazines like the Lancet and 
Blackwood Magazine also included in the weeded out list ? If so, how are 
they disposed of * , ^ 

(fl) Is it a fact that the purchase and disposal of furniture for the 
, Imperial Library Js privately arranged by the clerk in charge, without 
' any auction being held'in the ease of sale, or any tender <bmngf invited in 
the ease of purchase, which causes financial loss to Government ? 

> J.I.U' 1' 1 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) No. 

(b)jYes. 

(d) Important magazines are kept. The Lancet is not subscribed for. 
Blackwood’s Magazine is kept. 

(e) No., 


Geant oFiA Pension*01? Geatuity to the Widow-of'-Me.-SIadan Gopal, 
late a Postal Employee in the Centeal Peovinces. 

s » » 

224. Seth Jamn'adass r-With reference to my imstarred question No. 
67, dated 29th August 1927 regarding the grant of relief to, the family of 
the late Mr. Madan Gopal, a postal employee in the Central Provinces, 
answered in the Simla Session of the Assembly 1927.,' do^ Government 
propose to grant a gratuity or a pension very soon to the widow of the 
late Mr. Madan Gopal 7 , 

Honourable Mr.’ A. 0. McWatters ; The rules do not permit the 
grant of gratuity or pension in such cases. 


'Eailure op Crops in the Jubbulpore District and Parts of Bengal. 

226. Seth Jamnadass : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn tp ,^he answer given by Earl Winterton,^ the Under Secretary of 
State for India,"in reply,to a question put by Mr. G. LausburjVM.P., regard¬ 
ing the failure of crops in the Jubbulpore District and parts of Bengal re¬ 
cently in the House of Commons ? 

(b) Has the suggestion made by Mr. Lansburj’- that the Govern¬ 
ment of India should issue a statement of their policy with regard to 
suspensions and remissions of land revenue been brought to the notice of 
the Government of India by the Secretarj' of State for India ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (a) and (6). Yes. 

L66LA _ . . l2 
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(n) a- statement showing, .-the.;aeting,-temporary .andr. .permanent , 
vacancies that occurred in these ser^ces; since'^Oth August. 
1926, and how many of these were given . to - the, Muham- • 




madans ? 






(fc) "Will the.Honourable Member.be.pleased-to,^say.jifsit is a.faet. . 
, \!that the previous • number. p|', two, MuhamtQadan.i clerks Jhas 
been reduced to only one, viz., . the clerk in charge of the 
-.Arabic Department ? ■ ’/! ' 

(c) Is it a'^faet that;,during the' periodi-referred to;., above.,there 

we,re about,seven pernianent.,yacaneies,and no Muhamniadans 
"r.were thken in ariv of thes.p.t,.i ^ 

(d) I^^ere.all these vacancies.-adyertised in the.- papers ? If not, 


, . whynot,?. , .,,i; i..,- .u 

(e) Is it a fact in filling up two o£ the.S6 posts, it was' -’advertisSd 
in^.-tlie papers that men i-havingf'five yeai-s’- experience in 
V . ,Jnbrar3' work would•.be'..taken ? . And were men with such 
qualifications aetuall\' taken 1 ..n. -i-.f, • !•; 

(/) Is it a fact that for working in the temporary vacancies in the 
■ - ,-rImpfiriftLiDibraTyi,vnoBMuhammadah^ ^afe'^alcenpi a.s to 
• give them an opportunitj’4’or acquiring experience in Library 
work and.ultimately- securing .permanent-posts,-while, raw 
Hindu- outsiders are inyariably taken vdth'a view to provide 
them with permanentpP?'.!® .!''!?®!!occur.?;;, 
ig) In view of what is going bh in the Iraperial Library will the 
Honourable Member be pleased to .sa^’ if am’- steps -will be 
•taken'-for securing to'the Muhammadans their .share of-,.ap- 
. ■■ pbintments in the Library as .early'as hpasible-.J 

f-V; .M T: '* '* • -f -■ ^ 

, G. S. Bajpai Information is- being !-> ’-collected;, and. ■ will be 

supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. , - .i , :• 


r.-f 


Opening by a Clerk of the Imeprlal;.'Library of a Eestaurant in the 

Ijibrary... “ 


222. Mr. Midiammad Eafique.: .(d) ‘Will’the Hondurahi'e Member,.in 
charge of the Deiiartment of Education, Health and Lands be pleased to 

■ ■ , ■ • .- f.' -... T 'i ' .VVfr-.'f i ' ^r!iS. ,1^ 

(a) Is it a fact that a clerk of the Imperial Library,■•.Calcutta,-'’■ha.'i 
opened a restaurant in :the Library.-through a sorter "of the 
Imperial Librarj- and that the profit arising therefrom'is 
di-vided amongst them ? 

..(6). Is it-.a.dact that the .sorter and--other., -menial .staff of the 
Library , are emploj'ed in the work of this restaurant during 
office■■ hours'? ■ ■ , • -V', ' ' ' 

(c) If so, will the Honourable Member be' pleased to say if any. 

/steps will be taken (;o stop .this.A- 

(d) When the restaurant was opened did the ’ authorities icohcerped 

call for am^ tender from refreshment vendors ‘for running 
it? Or was it a clerk'who. got''the/business-started solely 
for his benefit, withoiit such steps being taken^ first ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai; Govermnent havp made enq-iiiries and. will com- 
mimieate the result to the Honourable Member in due course. 
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' Sale of Books and PERiODioALs^^^EEMD out bF the Imperial Library, 

Calcutta. 

• ' •• i."- ' ic mT n 'i.-i S i. r- . 

;;223j ,: Mr.,.]y[:ahanm^ Rafique : (a) Is it a fact; that bobks and 
; periodicals. received in the Imperial Library are' privately sold by the 
clerks in charge as waste paper, without any regard 'w'hatever to their 
importance ? ’' - • 

(&) Is any list maintained of the so-called-weeded’ out books and 
magazines and are proper records kept of their disposal,? , 

(e) Are any steps taken for cheeking from time to .time the books 
-iandrperiodicals received in the Imperial, Library with reference to the list 
■of those weeded,.out..,? o' J- 

(d) Are the back numbers of important magamhes like the Lcwicet And 

Blackwood Magazine also included in the weeded out list ? If so, how are 
they disposed of,?..-,.; , , , , , . 

(e) Is it a fact that the purchase and disposal of furniture for the 
Imperial Library,is privately' arranged by the clerk'in ' charge, without 

’ any auction' b^ing heldin the case of sale,' or any tehder^beihg’-,invited in 
' Ihe cak of purchase, -which causes financial loss'to Government ? 

Mr. G. S: Bajpai : (a) No. . . 

,,(6).yesv - 

O, . (o) -Yes.' . ■' 

(d) Important magazines are kept. 'The"Lancet is hot subscribed for. 
Blackwood’s Magazine is kept. 

(a) No.,, 

''(^EaWoF' A l4ks'iqN GtRATUITY to THE '-WippW-DF-.MR^^DANi^ 

' LATE A Postal Emplovhb IN THE .Central Provinces. ■ ■ • , 

224. Seth Jamnadass : iWith-reference to my unstarred question No. 

' 67,'dated-SDth'August 1927:regarding;t-he .grant-of-,relief to ..the family of 
the.late Mr. :Madan Gop'al, a-postal employee-in the Central Provinces, 
answered in the Simla Session of the Assembly. 192 do,-^iGoyernment 
propose to grant a gratuity . or a pension very soon to the lyidow ot tne 

late Mr. Madan Go'pal ? .' 

- ’-The Hono^^^ A. C,. McWat^ers : The rules do not permit .the 

;,-grantofgratuity,orpensioninsuch:e^es.,- 

'■■ i'-cY' '• .r-.'v- .‘.'.-■■y” 

r PAlLURB' OF CrOPSYn THE JUBBULPORE'.DISTRICT AND .PARTS,OF BENGAL. 

226. Seth Jamnadass : (a) Has the attention of Govei^eht been 
- - drawm to -,the .answer, given,,by .Earl., Winterton, the _ Under Secretary or 
' 'state for India','in reply,to a questipn put by'Mr.,G; La^bu^, M.P.;-regard¬ 
ing the failure of erbp's'in the'Jubbulpofe District and parts of Bengal re- 
'cehtly in the House of Commons ? • . 

■ (h) 'Has the suggestion made by Mr.-Lansbury that the Goveim- 

■ ment of India siiould issue a.statement of their p.oUcy with ^regard ‘to 
suspensions and remissions of land revenue been brought to the notice or 
the Government of India by the Secretarj’’ of State -for India 7 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (a) and (Z>). Yes. 
L6CLA' .. 


I2 





[4th Sept. 1928. 


132 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

iNCLtrsioN OF Ceuta IN Subjects as Optional Subjects in Certain Imperial 

Services. 

226. Seth Janmadass : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
Tvhieh of the subjects studied by a student of B. Commerce of an Indian 
University are included in the folloving Imperial Services examinations : 

(j) Finance. 

(U) Military Accounts. 

(Ui) Ih'dian Audit. 

(iv) Indian Customs ? 

(Z>) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of includ¬ 
ing the foUo-wing subjects as optional subjects in the above examina¬ 
tions : 

({) Accountancy and Auditing. 

(ii) Banking, Money, Currency and Public Finance. 

{in) Industrial and Commercial Organisation. 

(iv) Economic Development of the Empire and India, so that a 
graduate in Commerce may also have a chance ? Do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to consider the advisability of including 
these subjects in I. 0. S. ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Iflitra ; I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply I have given to Dr. Moonje’s question 
No. 324. ' 


Heavy Rainfall in Bihar on the 4th and 5th August. 

227. Mr. G-aya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that in the Meteorological 
weather report, dated Poona, the 3rd August 1928, we find the forecast : 
“ Deerea.se of rain in Bihar and in the same report, dated the 4th 
August, we read : “ Further decrease in Bihar ” ? 

(h) Are Government aware that on August 3rd and 4th, Bihar had 
the heaviest rainfall within living memory, i.e., 16.80 on the 3rd, and 
15.40 on the 4th August 1 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(1) No such figirres were recorded at any of the eleven representative 
observatories of the hleteorological^Department in Bihar ; and the figures 
are entirely inaccurate if they are intended to denote the average rainfall 
over Bihar as a whole. Even if recorded at individual district stations, 
they would not constitute the heaviest rainfall in Bihar within living 
memory. 


Motor Service maintained in Delhi for the Conveyance of Files from 
' New Delhi to Viceregal Lodge. 


228. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that a motor car service 
IS alvrays maintained during the winter season by the Home Department 
of the Government of India at Delhi for carrjdng files from New Delhi 

Secretariat to Viceregal Lodge ? ’ 


(Z)} What <is the cost of maintaining such a service of 
how long has the system been in existence ? 


cars and for 
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(c) To whom has the contract been given for these years for the 
maintenance of snch cars ? 

{d) Have tenders ever been called for before the contract was 
entered into ? If not what are the reasons for such action ? If tenders 
were called for, how many people tendered ? Was the lowest tender 
accepted ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) and (b). It is a fact that a 
motor service was maintained during the last two winter seasons for the car* 
riage of files, letters, etc., between the Secretariat, New Delhi, and Viceregal 
Lodge or places within one mile thereof. The distribution was made from 
a central depot and several Departments participated in the arrangement, 
the cost being Rs. 700 a month in 1926-27 and Es. 650 a month in 1927-28. 

(c) Mr. J. Carbery, retired’Deputy Controller, Central Printing Office. 

(d) Tenders were irndted when the arrangement was first initiated, but 
for obvious reasons were confined to selected firms and individuals. The 
lowest tender was accepted. 

Construction op a Railway from Sainthia to Bheramara ' via Berkam* 

PORE. 

229. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : ( a ) Is it a fact that the construction of 
a railway line from Sainthia to Bheramara, via Berhampore was included 
in the approved projects of 1927-1928 ? 

(b) What is the cause of the delay in the construction of the proposed 
line ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the tracts thi’ough which the line is to pass have 
been declared a famine infected area ? 

(d) Would it tend to ameliorate the conditions of the famine-stricken 
people if the construction of the line were taken in hand immediately ? 

(e) Has the construction of the line been pressed for by the Eastern 
Bengal Railway and by their Advisory Committee ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(6) As the result of local petitions the eastern half of the alignment 
for the proposed line is under reconsideration by the Agent in consultation 
with the Local Government. 

(c) The line would traverse certain tracts in which the Local Govern¬ 
ment have declared the existence of distress owing to scarcity, but not 
famine, this year. 

(d) No representation to this effect has been received from the Local 
Government. 

(e) The Local Advisory Committee pressed for construction last year, 
but the Eastern Bengal Railway Administration, though they were at one 
time anxious to start work on this line, had to postpone its commencement 
for the reason given in (J). 

Promotion op Mb. Wood to offtciate as an Assistant Traffic Supebin 

TENDENT, KaTIHAR, ON THE EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 

230. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) WiU the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that Mr. Wood, Transportation Inspector of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway, has been promoted to officiate as an Assistant 
Traffic Superintendent, Katihar ? Has he passed the examinations 
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necpsa^ to.qualifj^pfor appointment as Assistant. Traffic Suiierintendent'? 
If not, Y'ill the Government be pleased to state on .what’^roTind Mr."Wood - 
was promoted and whether other fully qualified subordinates Avere not 
awaiting proinotion ? c 

{df Will the Government be pleased to state what academical qualifi¬ 
cations Ml'.'' Wood has got and the departmental examinations for' which 
he has qua]ifi,ed ? ^ 

Parsons : (o) Mr. '^qod has b§en promoted to offie^ate , 
as As^sthnf I^raffie. Superintendent, iCatihar. Thea’e is,no examination 
the" ap^dintihenf'of’^a quMified Subordinate to ^officiate-as an officer, and i 
ifrl Woo’d was'seleeted' as the‘subordinate teehnicaliy most suited to officiate . 
in the post. 

(&) 'iTe,. was selected for his technical, 'and not academical, qualifica- 
lions. 

7’ i*, 

Promotion oe Mr, Holder to the Post of Transportation Inspector 
ON THE Eastern Bengal Railway! 


231.: Mr. Amar Nath.Dutt : Will the Government be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that the District Traffic Superintendent, Lalmanirhat, 
Eastern Bengal Railway, promoted Mr. Holder a guard, to the post of 
Transportation' Inspector ? Has he fully qualified in an assistant station 
master’s duties ? Was there any senior duly qualified permanent assistant 
station master of Lalmanirhat District, who several times acted in place 
of ^Transportation Inspectors ? If so, why was not such duly qualified 
subordinate appointed ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government haA^e no information. A matter 
of this kind is within the competence of the Agent of the Railway, and i 
may be presumed that he selected the man considered best qualified for the 
post. 


Education of the Children of the Staff of the Eastern Bengal Rail¬ 
way. 


232. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : {a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that Mr. Kureslii, District Traffic Superintendent, 
Katilmr, has refused to consider the question of rendering facilities to the 
staff for educating their children ? If so, why ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state their policy about 
rendering facilities to the staff for educating their children ? 


Mr. A, A. L. Parsons : (a) GoA’-ernmet have no information on this 
point. 

e policy is under consideration. It is proposed to discuss the 
with the Central AdAUsory Council for Railways in the nbar 


whole 

future, 


(&) The pol 
le qucsfii^ 
tre. \ 


Re-employme^ by^the, Eastern Bengal Rmlway op, Retired R.uLWAy,^ 

Subordinates. 


233. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government he pleased to 
state’if it is'a fact that the Eastern' Bengal Railway’ Administration dis¬ 
charges m'en from aeti\'e serAuce on attaining tlie age VAnTo m* 171- 

valids'thera on medical grounds ? 
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itnstarred questions and answers. 

(6) If so, win the Govermuent be pleased to state how many men of 
tois^tepe have'be'en re-appointedthy the 'said ‘’Adniinifetfatioh^ in'thgir' 
construction work ? 


(c) Will the Government be also pleased to state W'hy such are re- 
employed. in active service .when they were compelled tb retire 1 - 

' Xd)' Will the Government''4'jpifeased to slate'if ahy'of 'these men are 
employed td-^Work' traind-'ih "the honStruction "carrying' boolie4‘ and- other ' 

sta^i?' D"' ''' f t ‘ -M f't ml. f i>. i . .i .• 

' ■ (e) If ^o.^will^the government be pleased to state who is responsible 
for accidents ;resulting in lo^ of nfe_,or serious injury to persons or heavy' 
lo^s’tb proiiefty"and whether precaution has been taken to prevent aieci-:' 
dents ? ’' . 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) This is the ordinary rule. 

(h) and Government do not know the numbers of men over the 
age of 55 years, or previously discharged on medical grounds, who have been 
re-engaged temporarily <on construction work, but it is-not uncommon to fill;' 
temporary "posts* of ‘this kind |With experienced men of -ihis kind when 
available. 

'■ (d) and (e). Government have no Imowledge whether at the present 
time there are" any men of the classes mentioned by the Honourable klembef ’ 
em'plbye'd bn'working construction'trai'ns," and do hot think it worth while 
to make enquiries on the point. They have no reason to believe that any 
such' moh would' be employed unless the Railway Administration is satisfied 
that tliejd'can carry out their duties in accordance vdth the rules to 
which they may he required Jo work and without -risk to safety.'of persons 
travelling in these trains.’ 


Grant op L9'oal Allowances to Opficees and Ministerul Staff of_ 
' ’’the Eastern 'Bengal Railway stationed in Calcutta. 

234. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state’'‘if*it^is’-a'fact th'ahtli^ Eastern Bengal Railway’Administration has' 
sanctioned local allowances to Officers and ministerial staff attached to 
the Calcutta offices on the ground that the cost of living in Calcutta is 
higher than’that’ of other stations of the Eastern Bengal Railway system ? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state if any officer or stafiC 
other than those mentioned in question (cr), are stationed in Calcutta ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) be in the affirmative, will the Government be 
pleased to state wdiat are the classes of staff stationed there and whether 
they have been granted such local allowances ? If not, why ? 

Mr. A.^A.^L. Parsons : (a) Ministerial staff on scales of pay general 
on tlia‘Eastern Bengal Railway sy^era who may be employed in offices of 
the Railway which* are located in Calcutta are given a compensatory 
allowance. 

Officers whose headquarters are at Calcutta also receive a compensatory 
allowance when certain conditions are fulfilled. 

(b) and (c). I am "collecting information and will communicate with 
the Honourable Member on receipt. 
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Pro'shsion of Qhaeters for the Indiah Guards of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway stationed in Calcutta. 

235. Mr. Amar Nath Butt : Will the Government be pleased to state 
if it is a fact.that the Eastern Bengal Railway Administration has provided 
a number of quarters for officei’s, ministerial staif, station staff, Anglo- 
Indian and European guards and drivers, Indian drivers and shunters 
stationed in 'Calcutta ? If so, will the Government be pleased to state 
whether quarters have been provided for Indian guards stationed at 
Calcutta and whether there were any representations from them for such 
quarters and what action, if any. has been taken on the same ? If not, 
why ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I propose to answer this and questions 
Nos. 237, 238 and 247 together. Government have no information in 
re.spect of these questions, but are making enquiries. An.swers will be 
supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Grant to Indian Guards of the Eastern Bengal Railway of the same 
Eacilities as European Guards, 

236. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the Indian guards stationed in Calcutta have to 
perform duties similar to those of Anglo-Indian and European guards and 
Indian drivers at all times of the year ? 

(b ) If so, will the Government be pleased to state, the reasons for not 
giving them the same facilities as Anglo-Indian and European guards ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (c) The duties of Indian guards are the same 
as those of Anglo-Indian and European guards, though not the same as 
those of Indian drivers. 

(h) Government are not aware that Indian guards are not given the 
same faeilties for performing their duties as Anglo-Indian and European 
guards. 

Provision of Quarters for the Staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway 

stationed at Santahar. 

1237. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; (a) Is it a fact that a good number of 
staff quarters at Santahar in the Eastern Bengal Railway were burnt 
down in the year 1927 ? 

(ft) If so win the Government be pleased to state what action the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Administration has "taken to provide accommoda- 
tior for 1 he .staff, who have been suffering for want of quarters at Santa¬ 
har ? 

Allotment to other Staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway at Lalmanir- 

HAT OF THE QUARTERS BUILT FOR INDIAN GUARDS AND RAILWAY 

Station Masters. 

t238. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that quarters built for Indian guards and relieving 
station masters posted at Lalmanirhat have been allotted to other staff in 
contravention of the standing orders of the Eastern Bengal Railway Ad¬ 
ministration 1 


tEor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 235. 
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(h) If so, will tlie Government be pleased to state if tbe Eastern 
Bengal Railway authorities received any representation on the subject 1 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what action has been 
taken on the representation 1 

(d) If not, why ? , , _ 

Issue of a Circular by the District Traffic Superintendent of 

Lalmanirhat reoarding Working of Trains by Sick Guards. 

239. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that the District Tratfic 
Superintendent of Lalmanirhat of the Eastern Bengal Railway has issued a 
circular to the guards working there that their interests must give way to 
the interests of tlie service and that they must not report sick at the last 
moment to avoid going out with a train ? 

(b) "Will the Government be pleased to state if they require a train 
to be worked by a guard who has actually got high fever or attacked with 
diseases which are beyond one’s control and which makes a man quite 
unfit to leave his bed through sickness ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government have no information. 

(6) No. 

Grant of Allowances to the Clerks of the District Officers of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway for Sunday and Holiday Work. 

240. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the clerlts of the District Offices of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway are made to work on Sundays and holidays ? 

(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state, whether they arc 
paid anj'^ extra allowances for working on Sundays and holidays ? 

(c) If not, do Government propose to close the offices according to 
the Negotiable Instruments Act ? 

(d) If not, why ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Clerks, whose duties are specifically 
connected with the running of trains, are required to work on Sundays and 
holidays, and other clerks may be required to do so when a breakdown 
occurs, or when shops are working on fSundays or holidays. Clerks may 
also be required to work on these days when there are arrears of work, 

(6) In Calcutta gharry hire is allowed when overtime is worked. 

(cl and (d). No. This would involve stopping train ser\dces. 

Head Passenger Superintendents on the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 

241. Mr. ATnn.r Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state, if it is a fact that the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities has 
recently created two posts of Head Passenger Superintendents to be 
recruited from Indians ? 

(b) If so. will the Government be pleased to state if the vacancies 
were advertised to get deserving candidates ? 
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(c),-If not, will the Government be pleased to state, what .procedure was . 
adopted In the^above'’eases'by' the^Sgleetion^tiaTd of'th'e Traffic'Dep'artment j 
to sele'ct meh.'for such p'dst§'?'‘-'> 'i'— 'V 

. id). "Will the Government be'pleased to state, if it is,a fact that the chief 
clerks of Katihar and Lalmanirhat District Offices were reCommendeji by 
their respective officers for appointment as Head Passefiger ’Siipetint'hhd- 
ents ? 


■(<?)...If _so,-,will the Government be^pleased to state whether it.is^a fact - 
that hoth-.the3hjef5plerks mentioned abovd^isre rejected and'fhat'thd'&ame 
District Officers were asked by the Selection Board to. send ^suitable 
candidates for:sueh'posts * ' -i"'■ 

' •(/)'Hf ' sb, wifl 'ihe Government be pleased^to state, whether there were 
deserving 'candidates ■wlth_ requisite 'qualifications, for such^ posts'? ■ ‘ ■ ■ * 

(pJ 'Will the Government be pleased to state'if it is a fact, that the. 
Traffic Manager received appeals from candidates who appliedtfoh ^kueh 
posts ■^against 'the decision of the'District Officers ? If. so^ Aviiat aetion,-- 
if'any, was'taken oh'’these'appeals’? ' , ■’ 


(h) Is it a fact that the District Officers were requested to nominate 
candidates from Anglo-Indians to fill up.such vacancies If sb, why"? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Enquiries are being made from the Agent, 
Eastern Bengal Railway, and I will communicate with the Honourable 
Member when I have received his reply. . . / - 


Gbant oe Leave with Pay to Cooks and Servants employed in the 
G pARDS* Running Rooms on the Eastern Bengal RAiLTyAY.-*; '" 

242. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is.it a.fact .that cooks and servants 
employed in the 'guards ’ running rooms on the Eastern Bengal Raihvay,- are 
not allqwed-any leave with pay? .'If so, why ? ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : 'At present running room cooks and servants 
are allowed sick leave on half average pay for sixty days in a year. Govern-^ 
ment understand that the rules are under revision. 


Alleged Trespass into the House op , one Roy, a. Trains Clerk at 
' ' Pulchari,' bN THE Eastern Bengal Railway, ■ 

243.; Mr. Amar Nath Dtitt : Is it 'a'fact that there was a • trespass ' 
into the house of .trains'clerk Roy while he'was away on duty leavung'his'. 
wife alone'-.in-’the house at-Puleliari, Eastern Bengal Railway, and oh 'th'h^- 
raising of-a..hue and cry .by the wife, the tre.spasser left and was noticed 
by the 'heighhours ?' If so, was the trespasser an employee of fhe Eastern 
Bengal RailHvay and'what action has been taken in the matter ? ’ ' 

Mr. A- A.^L. Persons : Government haye.no, information. The trains 
clerk can'qiresumab'ly take'any legal rmiiedy open to him. ■ ■ 


Raising ,op.THE. Pay A.ND Retiring Gratuity op- Ministerial Oppicers 
' '■ ov THE Eastern-Bengal■Rail'wa'v. ■ -r '-■•■'■i - 

244. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : With reference to the reply given +o- 
question No. 564 iu the last Session of the Assemhl.y, will,the Government he 
pleased to state the reasons for not raising .the'pay and retiring "gratuity, 
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of the ministerial ofScers of the Eastern B:pngal Railway, as also the reasons 
fo^ hot any'action'on Ihe-fepbrt-of-lfie Gominitlee .ot the‘-Eastern ' 

Bengal Railway Indian Employees? Assoeiation'as stated in'the reply ? 

Mr^. A.^ A.^Lj Parens It is,for the Agent of the Railway to initiate 
such proposals" and?to“deal ?with'the-report'ofComhiiftee“ ' It is for 
this reason^ that- the Railway Board did not'^tahe up the question.' " 

’ '■ 3 

Geant of Inceeased Pay to the Suboedinate Staff of the Easteen 

Bengal Railway. 

245.. Mr, Amar Nath Dutt^: Is it a fact that the. Railway Board has 
sanctioned the.. , increase, oi , pay of-; a. class of. staff of the 
Traffic ' Department"" 'of* the '“Eastern Bengal "Railway," on / the 
recommendation of the Traffic Manager of the Eastern Bengal 
Rmlway,’ onr'^the ground of economic distress-^? 'If,so,^illjthe'Gov¬ 
ernment bp pleased state why the same increment has not been granted;' 
to the other classes of the subordinate staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway' ^ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Railway Board have sanctioned proposals 
which were put before them last June by the Agent of the Ecistfefh Bengal 
Railway fo-r raising the pay of certain classes of the subordinate staff', on 
his railyay.where,' after investigation', he came to the conclusion that the 
previous scales of pay. were not' sufficiently attractive to secure the proper 
type of recruit. They gave their' sanction to the proposals which the 
Agent' put before them, because they consider that in these cases the 
Agent had shown that the existing rates of payi were not sufficiently 
attractive to prpcure suitable recruits, and in certain cases did no't allow 
luffieient improvement on' promotion to definitely more responsible 
positions. 

Geant of Mileage Allowance to the Tea yelling Ticket Inspectoes op 

THE Easteen Bengal Railway. > 

246. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) WiU the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the Travelling Ticket Inspectors employed in the 
Eastern Bengal Railway were receiving mileage allowance like that of othet 
running staff employed in the Traffic Department of the same Railway ? 

(h) If so, will the Government be pleased to state if they are at 
present performing the same nature of duty as before ? 

(c) If so, wiU the Government be pleased to state, whether they 
are similarly treated in the matter of mileage allowance as before ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that the 
Travelling Ticket Inspectors employed in the State Railways are con¬ 
sidered as running staff in all respects. 

(e) If so, wnll the Government be pleased to state why the Travelling 

Ticket Inspectors employed in ’the Eastern' Bengal Railway are not equally' 
treated and granted mileage allowance ? ■ ' ^ - 

(/) Is it a fact that the Travelling Ticket Inspectors of the Eastern 
Bengal. Eailwaj’^ submitted representations to the Chief. Auditor of the_ 
same Railway 'regarding granting mileage allowance to them ? If so,' 
what action lias been taken on the representations ’ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am collecting the information and will 
communicate with' the Honourable Member when it is~'receTved. 
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Peovision oe Quaetees eoe the Teavelling Ticket Inspectoes oe the 

Easteen Bengal Railway. 

t247. Mr: Amar NatE Dutt: (a) Is it a fact tliat the Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors employed in tlie Eastern Bengal Railway have been 
suffering for want of quarters for a long time and that they made .several 
representations to the authorities ? If so. what action, if any, has been 
taken on the representations ? 


Peovision of Two SwiMinNG Baths foe the Eueopean and Anglo- 

Indian Employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway at Paicsey and 

Saidpue. j 

248. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that the Easton 
Bengal Railway Administration has recently proNuded two swimming 
baths, one at Paksej' and the other at Saidpur, at a considerable cost to 
provide amenities for a few European and Anglo-Indian employees 
stationed at these two stations ? 

(b) Is it also a fact that due to paucity of funds adequate arrange¬ 
ments could not be made for the supply of pure drinliing water to the .staff 
posted at many road stations of the Eastern Bengal Railway ? 

, (c) If the replies to items (a) and (h) be in the affirmative, will the 
Government be pleased to say why money -was spent in providing swim¬ 
ming bath.s for the benefit of a few in preference to a va.st number of 
the Indian employees who are in difficulty for want of or for inadequate 
arrangements for the supply of pure drinking wmter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (o) No. The swimming bath at Paksey was 
built from the funds of the Officers’ Club, and that at Saidpur from the 
funds of the Institute. • 

' (b) No. For the past three years a programme of tube well sinking 
has been in operation. ' But in a number of instances these tube wells have 
failed to produce water of shtisfaetory quality. 

/ r t C * 1 

(c) Does not arise. 

Indebtedness of the Subordinate Staff of the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 

249. 3Wr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that the subordinates of 
the Eastern Bengal Railway are constantly borrowing money from the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Co-operative Credit Society and most of them are 
also having recourse to temporary withdrawals of Provident Fund money ? 
If so, are these due to economic distress and sickness of the subordinate staff 
of the Eastern Bengal Railway ? 

(b) If the reply be in the affirmative, will the Government be pleased 
to state, wbat action, if any, they propose to take to relieve the distress ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am collecting information and will com- 
municate 'witii tlie Honourable Member wheii it is received. 


tFor an3T\er to this question, see ans-wer to question No. 235. 
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Insecurity of Service op the Subordinate Staff op the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 

250. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state the reasons which led them to amend the words on reduction 
of establishment” in Annexure “A” in paragraph 298, Note No. 1, Chap, IV 
of State Railway Open Line Code, Vol. II, by the substitution of’the words 
in accordance with the terms of his agreement ”, as also to restrict the 
scope ol appeals from subordinate raihvay employees, by Standing Order 
No. 610, dated 4th August, 1919 ? 

(5) Will the Government be also pleased to state if it is a fact 
that the agreemem which each subordinate railway employee is required 
to sign in token of his acceptance on first appointment contains a clause, 
that his services are liable to be dispensed with at any time on a month’s 
notice or on a month’s pay in lieu thereof ? 

(c) Is it a fact that under the amendment of the code rule, vide (a) 
above and under the clause ’ in service agreement, vide (i ) above, the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Administration has of late discharged some em¬ 
ployees against Whom no dereliction of duties were brought hom(; and that 
due to the operation of the amended code rule some employees, having 
less than 15 years’ service at their credit have been deprived of the 
gratuity in terms of Annexure B, Rule 3 (II) (d) of gratuity rules, 
thus causing extra hardships to these employees ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that Annexure A, Rule 5 of paragraph 298 of 
State Railway Open Line Code, Vol. II, very seldom, if ever, is applied by 
the Eastern Bengal Railway Administration when considering cases of dis¬ 
charge 

(e) If the replies to items (&) to (d) be in the afBrmative, will the 
Government be pleased to say what steps, if any, the Government propose 
to take in this matter to safeguard the interests of the raihvaj’’ employees 
against insecurity of service ? 

% 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (g) As originally drafted, the paragraph of 
the State Railwaj* Open Line Code, to w'hich the Honourable Member 
refers, was based on a decision reached by the Government of India in 
1888, but did not cori-ectly interpret that decision, for it was not even tlien 
the intention that non-pensionable railway servants, who,- under the terms 
of their service, were'liable to discharge at one month’s notice, should 
have any right of appeal unless dismissed summarily and without one 
month’s pay. The matter was reviewed in 1919 as the practice of 
appealing to one authority after another against discharge in cases in 
which there was no violation of the terms of ser-sdee had gro-svn to such 
an extent, owing to the incorrect drafting of the paragraph} as to re-act 
seriously on the efSciency of railway working. It was then decided that, 
in order to prevent the power to discharge being exercised unfairly, a 
railwaj’- servant, discharged in accordance with the terms of his se^^'ice, 
should be permitted to appeal to the authority immediately superior to 
the authority issuing the order of discharge. 

(Z>) Yes. 

(c) Government are not aware whether the Eastern Bengal Railway 
Administration has recently found it necessary to discharge any employes, 
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not for any fanlt but because- of;a reduction in establishment. But, if- 
so, under rule 3 (II) (d) of the' gratuity rules they would be eligible for 
gratnity.o:^ abolition ,of appointment provided their service has been 
continuous'‘good, efficient, and faithful. 

, (d) The'general rule to ■which the Honourable Member refers applied 
to. thejjEastern Bengal Hail-way-Administration, and Government have no 
reason to suppose that it is not folio-wed. 

(e) Does not arise. 


' Peovision of a Hbst House at Kurseong fob the Indian Suboedinate 
Staff of the Eastern Bengal Rail-way. 

. 251. Mr. ,Amar Nath Dutt : (a) -Is it a fact that two villas at Kur- 

seohg were purchased for the use of officers and subordinates of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway '/ 

(h) Is it a fact that. the.villa, intended for the subordinajg staff has 
been concerted in such a manner that it can be used by Anglo-Indians only 
an4 the same is not fit for Indian subordinates ? If so, will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased -to state if the Indian subordinates have any such rest 
house ? If not why ? 

JJ A 3-' ■> / 

Mr.'jA. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(h) No alterations'have been made in the villa used by the sub- 
..prdiijate,staff since purchase to adapt.it for the use of Anglo-Indians or 
,any gtfier.eopimunity. There is no/rest house in the hills specially adapted 
tp tlie Indian style of living,-and hitherto very few requests for such a 
rest house have been received by the Agent. 


Reservation for Anglo-Indians of tse Posts of Crew Inspectors on the 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 

262. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that'recently there were 
some vacancies in the post of Crew I’nspectors_under the ,Traffie -Depart¬ 
ment of the Eastern/Bengal Railway-and some Indians applied, for these 
‘vacarieie.s i Is it a fact that the Deputy Traffic Managei', Eastern Bengal 
i-- Railway, pas’sed an order’on the file to the effect “ These posts are intended 
for Anglo-Indians only ” ? 

, (&) Will the Government„he pleased to state wljether there was such 

p'rder for fesei-viug ..Crew Inspectorships for Anglo-Indians only on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway ? If^p, why ? 

..(c) If-ihe answer, to,(&) be in the-negative will the Government he 
. pleased Rotion has'-been taken on'the order of the Deputy 

Traffic Manager, Easteim Bengal Railwa}^ referred to in (a) ? 

'Mr. A. A. L. Parsoijs : Enquiries, are.being made from, the Agent, 
/' Eastern-Befigal Railway, and I will communicate -with the' Honourable 
Member when I have received his reply. 

I , . I- / J >! 

^BANT OF Increased Pay to the -Indian'‘Subordinates of'*t'he Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 

^ (a) wm the Government be phased to 

^ .f Indian subordinate employees of the Eastern Bengal 

Railway of all ranks and grades have, of late, submitted memorials to the 
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^-Igent, Eastern Bengal Railway, for increase of pay on account of economic 
distress " 

' -(& y W-hatmc^lion, if any, has' been 'taken by the Agent, Eastern Bengal 
Railway, on the majority of the memorials ? 

1 > „ (c), Jf inoiaetion has as yet Been taken, will the Government be pleased 
to state the reasons ? 

, Mr.tjAi A. L. Parsons : (a) Memorials have been submitted by 
certain classes. .1 

{!)) As explained in the reply to the Honourable Member’s unstarred 
•question No.'245. The Agent has already submitted proposals, which 
have been. sanctioned, with regard to certain classes of the subordinate 
- staff, and Government understand tliat he is investigating the position 
with regard to certain other classes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

/, < 1 1 ■ jaij 11. .1 - i ~ I I . 1 5. ;. 

Bupply to the Libraey op THhi Legislative Assembly of the Railway 
• ^ . Account and Audit Code. 

264. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt Is.it a fact-that there is no copy 
rof the Railway Account and Audit Code in the Legislative Assembly 
Library ? . , 

(6) Is it a fact that the same Code has been referred to in interpellations 
in the Assembly ? , 

■"-(c) If the answer to {a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state tlie reasons^ for not placing the book in the Library ? 

■(cZ) Is there'any objection to place the bo,ok in the Library ? If so, 
what are the reasons ? . , ■ •. > t 

Mr. L. Graham : (a) and (&). Yes. 

^ (c)‘and (d). Arrangements are being made to place the book in 
the Library. 

^ * 

Provision op a Light on the Verandah: op Cottage No. 28 in Longw^od. 

I i It V \ » ' ‘ 

255. Mr. Amar Nath-Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that there is no light 
on the vcrandah.of .cottage No. 28 in Longw.ood ? , . , 

(ZiJ'f'Was there anyndmplaint frbm hlembers of’tlie Assembly occupy¬ 
ing cottage No.- .28.)regarding want of, light last year and this year ? 

(c) Has any step been taken to have a light on the verandah of 
-cottage No. 28 ? If not, why ? 

'"'The^dhourable Mr A!/C.^c'Wa:tters : (a) There is no electric light 
in the covered passage leading to the entrance. 

' (h) The^ tehalnt made’a complain! last ybar’and’a complaint was 
made this year by' the Honourable Member who,.has put this question. ■ 

v i. • ■* 

(c) No, mainly because it is not po.ssibIe to secure municipal sanction 
to more than a limited number of new electric light points. 
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Number of Indian, Traffic Inspectors recruited since 1924 by the 

VARIOUS State Railways. 


256. Mr, Amar Nath Dutt : (c) Will the Government be pleased to 
state the mode of lecruitment of Traffic Inspectors on State Raihyays ? 

(6) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Indian 
Traffic Inspectors recruited since 1924 in the various State Railways and the 
number of Anglo-Indians ? 

"''Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) I Avould refer 'the Honourable Member 
to the reply given to his starred question No. 572 on the 2nd September, 
1926. 

(i) Government are not in possession of information as to the number 
of Traffic Inspectors recruited since 1924, and they regret they are not 
prepared to supplement the statistics of communal representation given 
in the annual reports of the Railway Board on Indian Railways by figures 
for particular branches or offices. > ^ 


Number op Bengali Clerks recruited since 1925 by the Railway 

Board. 

257. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state the various grades of the clerical services under the Railway Board 
and the mode of recruitment for the same ? • 

(i) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Bengali 
clerks recruited since 1925 by the Railway Board ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : 


OM Scale. 


A'cw Scale. 
Bs. 

550—30—700 
180—15—450 


Bs. 

(a) Superintendents .. .. GOO—40—800 

Assistants, Dn. I .. 200—15—365—500 

Assistants, Dn. I .. *375—26—500 

Clerks, Dn. IT .. .. 100—8—300 100—8—^GO 

Clerks, Dn. II .. .. 1300-25-330 

Clerks, Dn. Ill .. .. 100—8—156 75—5—150 

Stenographers t .. • • 175—9—400 150—10—300 

*Upper time scale to 15 per cent. - 
t Special grade to 10 per cent. 

tPlus Bs. 50 to stenographers attached to the Members and Secretary, Railway 
Board. 

The method of recruitment is as follows : 

(i) Prom the stalT employed on railways, 

(it) Prom candidates who have passed the Imperial Secretariat 
Examination held by the Publisy^ervice Commission. 

(«?') Prom a selected list of applications received in this office. 

(b) Four. 


Loss SUSTAINIJD BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ON THE WORKING OF THE 

Army Canteen Board. 

268, Khan Bahadur Sarfarasr Hussain Khan ; (a) Has the attention 
, government been drawn to the paragraph published in the issue of 

I??, August, 1928, page 12, under the heading 

Its. d7 lakhs loss to Government—Armj^ Canteen ” ? 
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(&) If SO, will Government please state if the statement made therein 
that “ a net loss of Es. 37 lakhs has been sustained by the Government of 
India on the transactions of the Army Canteen Board ” is correct ? 

(c) If correct, will they please state what are the causes of this 
great loss ? 

(d) If any person or number of persons have been found guilty of 

causing or of being instrumental in causing the loss, will GovemmenfjHease 
state if any action has been taken against him or them ? ■' " 

* 

(c) If so, will they please state what action has been taken ? ' 

Mr. G. M. Young : (aV and (5). The answer is in the affirmative. 

(c) The causes of the failure of the Army Canteen Board are ex- 
■ amined in paragraphs 7 (&) and (c) and 8—13 of the report submitted 

by the Currie-Sethna Committee in February 1926. A copy of the report 
will be found in the Library of the Assembly. The main cause of the 
failure, in the opinion of the Government of India, was the inefficiency 
of the Controller of the Board. 

(d) and (e). The Honourable Member is referred to the statements 
laid on the table in answer to unstarred question No. 31 and starred 
question No. 715, dated the 22nd January, and 7th September, 1925, 
respectively. 

CoNTINtTANCE OF THE REjnSSION OF TeRMS ALLOWED BY THE InNS OF COURX 

TO Vakils of Indian High Courts to qualify as Barristers. 

259. Mr. Amar Nath. Dutt : (o) Is it a fact that the remission of 
terms allowed to vakils of Indian High Courts by the Inns of Court in 

■'England to qualify as Barristers-at-Law is proposed to be withdrawn from 
1929 1 

(6) WiU the Government be pleased to state if they protested against 
the proposal ? 

(c) Do the Government propose to take steps so that the remission of 
terms may be continued as before or at least for three years more ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (a) The Government of India have 
no information. ‘ ’’ 

(’h)^The regulations are entirely within the competence of the Inns 
of Court and the Government of India are not consulted befoi’C they are 
framed. 

(c) On the information conveyed in these questions, which is all I 
have, the question appears to be one more for the Bar Associations in this 
country to consider than for Government. 

Various Grades of Clerks employed under the Director General op 

Posts and Telegraphs. 

260. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Will the Government be pleased to state 
what are the various grades of clerks employed under the Director-General 
of Post' and Telegraphs and the mode of reeruilinent ‘1 

L6CLA 
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Mr. P. G. Rogers : It is presiimed that the.Honourable Meniber refers 
to the o^rce of the Director-General of Po.sts and Telegraphs only. Th,e 


following are the grades of clerks : 
■ ■ D'csignaHons. 

Chief Superintendent 
Budget Superintendent 
Superintendents.. 

Personal Clerk to D. G. 

2 Budget Assistants 
1st Division Clerks 

2nd Division Clerks 


Scales. 

Ks. 550—40—750. 

Rs. 500—25—JOO. 

Rs. 300—20—500. 

Rs. 300—20—500. 

Rs. 300—20—500. 

Rs. 100—6—160—10—300 with 
efficiency bari at Rs. 130 and 
Rs. 180.‘ 

Rs. 55—5—155 with cfficiency 
hais at Rs. 80 and Rs. 111. 


2 Selection grade posts in the 
2nd Dmsion .. .. Rs. 150—10—200. 


Recruitment for the 1st Division and the 2nd Division clerks is 
usually' made from persons who have pa.ssed the Staff Selec'ion Board 
Examination. The other appointments are selection appointments and 
are made by promotion. 


Pay and Prospects op the Subordinate State employed under the Direc¬ 
tor OP Army Audit. 

261. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Will the Government be pleased to state 
bow the subordinate staff under tbe Director of Army Andit is reei-uited and 
their pay and prospects ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; I place on the table 
a statement showing the rates of pay of the subordinate staff under the 
Director of Army Audit. Clerks are eligible for promotion to tlic grade 
of Accountants after passing the Subordinate Accounts Service Examina¬ 
tion and selected Accountants are appointed as Assistant Accounts Officers. 

Clerks are generally recruited by .selection from outside. At times, 
however, to meet the requirements of a netvly created Department ex- 
„ perienced clerks are taken'from other accounts offices. 

SiQiement showing 'the rates of pay of the subordinate staff mider the Director of 

Army Audit : 

Assistant Accounts Officers .—Rs. 060—40_900. 

Accountants.—'Rs. 240—20—SCO—30—GOO—o0|2—G50. (Bnr at Es. 420). 

Clerhs.—Rs. 70—7—140—6—230. (Bars at Rs. 140 and Rs. 170). 

Pot Assistant Accounts Officers and Accountants joining after tlie 1st July, 192S, 
fjie following rates liave been sanctioned : 

Assistant Accounts Officers. —Rs. 500—35—850, pins special pay of Rs. 50 to 
the Assistant Accounts Officer employed at tlie headquarters of the office 
of the Director. 

Accountants .—^Rs. 200—20—360—:30—600. (Bar .at Re. 360). 
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Publication op a Hand-Book sHo-noNG the Mode op Kecruitment to tee 

VARIOUS Subordinate Services under the Government op India. 

262. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Has the Government published any hand¬ 
book for public information of the mode of recruitment to the various sub¬ 
ordinate services under the Government of India ? If not, do the Govern¬ 
ment propose to do so ? If not, why ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I would refer the Honourable Member 
to the answer given by my predecessor on the 7th February, 1927, to a 
question put by Kumar Ganganand Sinha on the same subject. 

Grant op Increments to certain 2nd Diiusion Clerics in the 
Army Department. 

263. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that in 1924 
some clerks in the Army Department who were qualified for the 2nd Divi¬ 
sion Avere confirmed in the ord Dhdsion for Avant of vacancies in the 2nd 
DiAusion ? 

(b) Is it a fact that these men AA’ere giA'en increments at the rate of 
3rd DiA'ision for their temporary serAuce of 4 or 5 years in the 2nd DiA'ision 
which they had put in before confirmation ? If so, Avhy ? 

(c) Is it a fact that these men have always been doing 2nd Division 
work and have been promoted to the 2nd Division with effect from the 
1st April 1928 ? 

(d) Win the GoA^ernment please state why increments at the rate of 
2nd Dhusion for their temporary serA'iee in that Division before confirma¬ 
tion were not given ? 

Wfr. G. M. Young : («) Up to the 1st June, 1924, there Avere only 
tAvo divisions in the Secretariats and all clerks not in the First Division 
AAvre classed as members of the Second DiAUsion, including those engaged 
on, and fit for nothing else but, routine duties. The latter were placed 
below the efficiency bar of the Second Dhusion. After the 1st June, 1924, 
a Third Dmsion aa^bs constituted for those performing routine duties. 
The Army Department had a temporary establishment of men qualified 
under the old conditions for the Second Division and these included the 
men noAv in question. Taa’o of the posts held by these men were made 
permanent in the Second DiA'i.sion in October, 1924, but the remainder 
had to go into the neAv Third Dh'ision and continued to do the routine 
Avork on Avhieh they had preA'iously been employed. There they re¬ 
mained until they Avere fit to be promoted and vaeancies occurred. 

(b) Yes, but as I have explained, the duties of the present Third 
Division Avere previously those of the Second DiAusion beloAV the efficiency 
bar. The men placed in the Third Dh'ision had, before confirmafion, 
held temporary posts on fixed non-progre.ssiA'e rates Avell beloAA» the 
efficiency bar of the Second Dhdsion. Tiiey Avere performing Avork of 
no higher character than that performed by men aa'Iio had not qualified 
for the Second Dmsion. Therefore, on confirmation, they rccerfed the 
increments prescribed for the lowest Dmsion. 

UC61.A 
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, (c) The- answer to the first part of the question, if it refers to the 

Second Division as now constituted, is in the negative. The answer to 
th’e second part is in the afSrmative. 

(d) For the reasons given at (h). 

» i 

Cbossing op the Efficiency Bae in the 2nd Division by Despatchers 
AND Typists in the Ajkmy Department. 

S64. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that under 
existing rules despatchers and typists arc not allowed to ero.ss the efficiency 
bar at Rs. 172 in the 2nd Division ? Is this rule observed in the Army 
Department Secretariat ? If not, why ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there are certain clerks in the Army Department 
Secretariat who have passed the Staff Selection Board’s test as typists only, 
but who have been allowed to cross the efficiency bar ? If so, wdiy 1 

(c) Is it a fact that some permanent clerks in the Home and other 
Departments who were working as typists or despatchers Avere fixed in the 
3rd Division on the introduction of that Division ? If so. AA'hy has this 
not been done in the Army Department ? 

(d) Do the Government propose to bring down to the 3rd Division those 
clerfa in the Army and other Departments who are ineligible to cross the 
efficiency bar in the 2nd Division under the rule alluded to and to reduce 
their pay to Rs. 170 plus a personal alloivance of Rs. 2 a month ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (o) Yes, but clerks already in permanent 

.service before June, 1924, Avho were recruited for the 2nd Division, are 
allowed under the same rule to ci’oss the efficienc}' bar, if they are found 
capable of performing duties not merely of a routine nature. The rule 
is observed in the Armj' Department Secretariat. 

(b) There is one such clerk, who has been allowed to cross the 
efficiency bar under the proA'iso to the rule referred to in part (a) of this 
question. 

(c) As regards the Home Department, 6 clerks Avho Avere made penna- 
nent in the 2nd Division with eft'eet from 1st April, 1924, Avere transferred 
to the 3rd DiAusion ; but they Avere warned at the time of their confirma¬ 
tion that they might be I'elegated to tlie 3rd DiA’ision on its formation. 
In the Army Department, there Avere no clerks Avho AA'ere similarly cir¬ 
cumstanced. Enquiry is being made from other Departments, and the 
result Avill be communicated to the Honourable IMember in due course. 

(d) No, Sir. There are no clerks in the Army and the Home Depart-' 
ments Avho have crossed the efficiency bar of the 2nd Division other than 
those eligible and deemed fit to do so. As regards other Department.s, en¬ 
quiry is being made, and the result Avill be communicated to the Honourable 
Member in due course. 

Introduction of a Leave Reserve in the Army Department. 

265. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Are the Government aware 
that a ‘‘ Leave ReserA'e ” has not yet been introduced in the Army Depart¬ 
ment Secretariat ? If not, whA^ ?’ 

(b) Is it a fact that there are seA'eral officiating clerks in the Army 
Department AA'ho are aAvaiting confirmation on the introduction of the IcaA'e 
reserve in that Department ? 
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(c) Will the Government be pleased to state when it is likelj’^ to 
introduce the leave reserve in the Army Department ? ' 

Mr. G. M. Young : {(h) Yes, because the permanent strength of the 
clerical establishment is still subject to review. 

(&) No. Sir,' officiating clerks are employed in leave vacancies and 
their services are liable to be terminated at any moment. This is made 
plain to them on engagement, and there is no undertaking that they will 
be made permanent. 

(c) I am afraid I am not in a position to say. 


LIOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Attack on the President op the Legislative Assembly by the 

“Times op India”. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran; Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I beg to move an adjournment of the House. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member cannot move the adjourn¬ 
ment of the House unless he obtains leaA^e to do so. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; I beg your pardon. Sir. I ask for leave 
to move an adjournment of the House to discuss a definite matter of ur¬ 
gent public importance, namely, an unjust, unworthy and undignified and 
deliberately malicious attack on the President of the House by the Times 
of I'ltdia, regardless of all sense of decency and decorum, and containing 
aspersions and sneers reflecting on the conduct of the President, and cal¬ 
culated to lower the dignity and honour of the Chair and of the House. 

Sir, Honourable Members must have read with pain and surprise tbe 
undignified attack made upon you. Sir, as the President of the House, and 
which reflects upon the dignity of this House as well. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division: Muhammadan Rural): What are 
you for ? It is your public duty. , - 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Under rule 11, Sir, a motion for an ad¬ 
journment of the business of the Assembly for the purpose of discussing 
a definite matter of urgent public importance may be made with the consent 
of the President. I beg to submit that this is a matter of public impoHance, 
and of sufficient public importance to justify an adjournment of the House; 
and it is also a definite matter, as it arises out of the scurrilous attack 
made by the Times of India in its issue of the 24th Aupst It J^lso a 
matter of urgency because the longer this matter is dday^, I feel, Sr^ 
that the dignity of the Chair as well as the honour of | 

compromised: and I therefore under the circumstances feel that this is a 
case in which vou should permit leave to move an adjournment of the 
House I can quite realize the delicacy of your position, Sir, in this matter, 
Vipcmme VOU have vourself been the .subject of the attack: but we feek Sir, 
5ra? apart from\mur position as the Honourable President of this House 
and the custodian of our rights and privileges, our position and ^gnitj 
as klerabers of the House have been compromised by this cowardly and 

unworthy attack. 

Munshi Iswar Saran (Lucknow Division : Non-Muhammadan 
RuraU Sir my Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, in order 
S S+ain vonr consent has to satisfy you that this matter to which reference 
hk £ STraeSite matte;. Thea l,e baa to satisfy yoo that tl ts 
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a matter of public importance; and the third condition is that it is a matter 
of urgent public importance. If he succeeds in satisfying all these three 
conditions, I submit with great respect that you may be pleased to grant 
him the permission that he prays for. 

Sir, I do not agree with my Honourable friend that you 

will feel any delieacj’- in this matter because I believe that 

in deciding this matter yon will forget that you are occupying the 

Chair at the present moment. You will only consider the impersonal 
aspect of the case. What you will consider is.—^liere is the Legislative 
Assembly and here is the President of that Assembly who has been attack¬ 
ed in this particular manner by a certain paper which I shall not honour 
by naming in this House. 

Now, that the matter is definite no one could object to. 

Here is the article itself which contains most objectionable statements. 
What does the article say ? I am not reading it, it is not necessary to read 
it, but yon cannot satisfy the Chair unless yon bring to the notice of the 
Chair the allegations, the very serious allegations that have been .made. 
Noav, the President lias been accused of gadding about. English i.s not 
m 3 ' mother tongue and I, therefore, Sir, took the trouble of consulting 
Webster's Dictionary^, and I find there “ gadding '' means going about 
much needlessly or without purpose. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What dictionary? 

Munshi Iswar Saran : Webster’s Dictionary. Do me, Sir. the 
honour of listening to me. What I submit. Sir, is this. Here a paper 
has the impudence to suggest that the President of the Legislative As¬ 
sembly in his eapacit}', pra 3 ' remember, as the President goes about much 
needlessly or withoirt pirrpose. I sny. Sir. it has not 01113 - insulted the 
President but also the House of which Ire is the President. 

Sir, after this point, lhe nest point'is, is the matter of public impor¬ 
tance? Well. Sir, this Asseinblv in some pei’oration '5 lias been called India’s 
Parliament Well, let us take it as India’s Parliament. Then, whar. docs 
it come to? India's Parliament and the President of India’s Parliament 
have been insulted and abused and attacked in a wholty unfair and mali¬ 
cious manner. Is this or is this not then a matter of public importam-e ? 

Then the third question would ai-ise, is it urgent ? I say, Sir, it is most 
urgent, for the reason that this House owes it to itself and owes it !o its 
President not to allow this insult to remain without a challenge. It is up 
to us to resent, to repudiate the insult that has been offered to this House 
and I shall go the length of suggesting that we .should take such steps and 
we should expect you. Sir. to take such steps as 1033 - be necessary in or<ler 
to stop such attacks in the future. Of course it is hardty necessar 3 ' to 
observe that I do not complain against just and legitimate criticism. I 
therefore submit that leave to make this motion should be granted 

There is one other matter to which I shall refer. I .wish to warn my 
friends that I do not wish to go into the merits of the question at all.’ 1 
wish onlj- to say that the matter would not have been urgent if Government 
had taken advantage of their Publicity Department and bad at once repu¬ 
diated the statements and insinuations that were made in this article. {Cries 
of “ Hear:, hear ”.) If they had ata once said : “ We resent sneh eritiei.sni, 
we repudiate the sugge.stions,' we do not, cannot and will not eounfCnance 
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articles such as the one in question,” then it might perhaps have been 
open to some one to say that this was not a matter of urgent public im¬ 
portance. On the very first day that'we meet after this attack, if Govern- 
•ment have not taken that step it is up to us to take that step. 

The House will be pleased to remember that in the year 1926 certain 
statements were made by a certain newspaper as regards your ruling in 
h certain mattei', I do not wish to rake up that contro\'ersy ; but this 
is what the late lamented Sir Alexander Muddiman in his capacity as 
the Leadei of the House said at once : 

" I inav tell the House that I have rend certain observations nhic-li niiglit bo con¬ 
strued ns a refleetion against the Chair. I dissociate mjself cntirab- from that view. 
May I assure you tliafc we' are fully satisfied that the rulings of the Chair ;iro based on 
the principles'that have alwa-ys been, and I trust vil! always be, the basis of the rutings 
of the Chair.” 

The reason why I have invited the attention of the House to this 
statement made by the Leader of the House is that the moment it came 
to the knowledge of the Leader of the House, the Leader of the House 
rose in his place in this House and repudiated the suggestion that was 
contained in that article.' If that course had been followed in this ease, 
Sir. I repeat that this motion might perhaps have been open to the argu- 
-ment that there was no urgency about it. 

Sir, let me make it perfectly clear. The personality of the President 
of the Legislative Assembly does not matter. If ilr. Patel had been 
attacked it would have been the concern of Mr. Patel and his friends 
and co-workers. But if the President of the Legislative Assembly has been 
insulted it becomes the concern not only of the non-olfieial Members of 
this House but also of the official Jlembers, because the Assembly is made 
uu of official and non-official Members, and it is up to both of them with 
one voice to repudiate publicly and emphatically the most objectionable 
statements that are contained in the article. 

A word more, Sir, and I have done. The writer has drawn a eoni- 
parison between the present President and the past President ; with 
that I am not concerned—but what he says is : 

“But thnt he should presume to go :ibout .od\-isiiig thein m 
duties is another matter ; and if it js not such presumption which take.s him on tom 
for what purpose does he go ? Is it politics 1 

Now, Sir, what is the insinuation ? The insinuation is Xtf'tnd 

of the Legislative As.sembly abuses his position, abuses, S 

abuses his privileges and goe.s about discussing politics oi pieaclim^ 

politics. 

“If it one of those conventions he pretends to'innko ? ” 

Now, Sir, comes the last suggestion and it is the most disgraceful of all. 

Is it merely a way of getting rid of that money with nhich he likes to be 

ostentatiously niasnlficent ’ ” 

I submit Sir, irrespective of the personality of the President such 
,ile and vTcimis a’ttacta wonld I,a« den resented by the rvbole l ouse 
■Rnt in this case the resentment is greater, the indignation is deeper, 
because the present occupant of the Chair happens to have our respect, 
our admiration, our esteem and our confidence. (Applause.) 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, after the speeches of my friend the Jlover 
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of this motion and my friend Munshi Iswar Saran there is hardly anything 
for me to add about tlii.s motion being in order. It has been clearly 
shown that the matter is urgent, that it is a definite matter and that it 
is of public importance. We all know that the high esteem and confidence 
which our President enjoys throughout the whole country needs no 
demonstration. At the close of the last Session_ the eloquent encomiums 
which were showered upon him both bj*^ the official and non-official Mem¬ 
bers of this House, and the manner in which he was re-elected a Member 
and also as President of this House, fuHj" _ demonstrate the confidence 
which the countiy reposes in him. The mischievous and cowardly attack 
of an Anglo-Indian paper, Avhieh very often takes a prominent part in 
widening the gulf between Indians and Englishmen, has certainly wounded 
the feelings of not only the Members of this House but of the people of 
the country at large. Therefore. I say it is a matter of general interest 
that the conduct of such a paper .shoidd be condemned by this House. I 
hope, Sir, that your sense of modesty will not overcome your sense of 
duty as the custodian of the honour of this House. I can only add. Sir, 
that I wish that your Deputy President could have been in the Chair on 
this occasion. 

Mr. President ; I take it that the Government have nothing to say 
on this ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Leader of the House) : I have only 
one word to say. I understand that the purpose of a motion for the 
adjournment of this House is ordiuarity to discuss a matter of policy 
for ■which the Government is responsible. Government must of course 
repudiate any responsibility whatever for this article. If I might hazard 
a suggestion, I venture to think that you, Sir, are perfectly able to 
maintain and preserve the dignity of your office. I have no further 
remarks to make and I leave the matter entirely in your bands. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City ; Non-Muhammadan 
Urban) ; It is not clear whether the Government is identified with this 
article. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I expressly said that the Govern¬ 
ment entirely disavowed any responsibilit 3 ^ for it whatsoever. 

Mr. President : This is one of those matters in which the President 
and the House are apt to go wrong if they permit themselves to he moved 
by indignation at the nature and character of the attack. I am grateful 
to the Honourable Member for giving me 24 hours’ notice. That has 
enabled me to look into the Parliamentary procedure and precedents and 
give my considered decision. I have no doubt whatever that the matter 
proposed to be discussed is a definite matter ; I have also no doubt 
that the matter is urgent, and it is quite clear that the matter is of 
public importance. But that is not all. Because the matter proposed to 
be discussed is a definite matter of urgent public importance the 
President is not hound as a matter of course to rule the motion in order. 
Honourable Members will find that the Standing Order 11 gives wide 
discretionary power to the President to admit or disallow a motion for 
adjournment. A matter may he urgent, it may he definite, it may be 
of public importance, and yet the President may in a proper case disallow 
sucli a motion. 
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Now, in this particular case, I have, as I have alreadv pointed out 
to the House, looked up Parliamentary procedure and precedents and I 
have come to this eonelmsion. Generally speaking, motions for adiouru-- 
ment under Standing Order 11 must have relation, directly or indirectly 
to the conduct or default on the part of Government and must be in the 
natui’e of criticism of the action of Government. I am quite clear about 
that, and I am supported by the Parliamentary precedents in that respect. 
It is not necessary for me to quote those precedents at all, but Just for 
the information of the House I should like to mention one ease in which 
a Member obtained leave in the House of Commons to move an adjourn¬ 
ment of the House for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, “ the articles of a scandalous nature 
which have appeared in the Daily Mail and other papers relating to the' 
conduct of certain Members of this House.” We are dealing witli a ease 
in which there is an attack against the President ; that was a ease in' 
which there was an attack against Members of the House. Now, when 
the business under discussion at a quarter past eight was postponed, the 
Speaker said : 

' ‘ The House is .Tware that’ we have fixed 8-15 for diseussioil of the motion, that 
the Honourable and gallant Member for Pinsburj’ has been given leave ic move. The 
leave was given. But on reflection I think I ought to inform the House that I have 
come to the. opinion that I was wrong in accepting that motion. 'When the Honourable 
and gallant Member rose to ask for leave to move the ad.iouinmcnt, 1 considered in 
my mind the points which were involved irt Standing Older 10, namely, nhelher the 
motion nas for the purpose of expressing a definite matter. I fliought tlic matter 
was definite ; whether it ivas urgent. I thtfiiglit it was urgent. I fliought it nas 
a public matter and I thought it was an important matter. Tliereupon* f accepted it. 
Pei haps also I was moved with some ifidigiiatioli .it the ehaincter of tlie attfiek ancT 
the nature of the attack which has beeii_ made upoir certain Meinbors of the Bfoii'se, 
but T confess that I had not in my iiiind at the fiiofiient tlie rulings which liad been 
given on former occasions that motions for adjoiiiniiiciit uiidef Standing Order 10 
must have some relation to the eonduet or default of OoVeiii'nielit and must be in the 
nature of criticism of the Goverunieiit either for having dOii’e sdine action' oi for liaiing 
omitted to do some action nliich was Ufgefitl'y fiecessafy at the moment. The motion 
of which the Honourable and gallaut ilembef gave n'otice, namely, to call attention to 
the articles of a scandalous nature wliich liave appeared in tlie Daily Mail and other 
papers relating to the conduct and character of ccitaifi Meiiibei's of this House docs 
not affect tlie Government and whatever may be the decision of the House either in 
ndjourniiig or refusing to adjourn the action of the Government is not in issue at alL 
Tlieroforc, T do not think that the motion can properly be made. It raises a false 
issue. Honourable Members when asked to vote aye or nay on the motion for adjourn¬ 
ment ivonld be asked to pronounce an opinion that would leave tlie Government intact. 
Indeed the Govemnient would not necessarily take anj’ part in the discussion of that 
question. To that eixtent the motion r.aises a false issue.” 

The Speaker of the House of Commons then asked the Honourable i\lem'- 
her if he could not see his way to drop the motion. Leave having been 
given it was not in the power of the Chair to prevent the Honourable 
Member from making the motion. The Honourable klembcr accepted 
the suggestion of the Chair and did not make the motion. This case is 
analogous to the case I have Just read to the House. I go further and 
say that if it is the intention of the Honourable Member from Bihar_ to 
raise the question of privilege—and I do not know how far the que.stion 
of privilege does arise in this case—I should say at once that no discus¬ 
sion on a question of privilege can take place on a motion for adjourn¬ 
ment. I lay it down definitely and unambiguously. Under these cir¬ 
cumstances, I regret I must disallow the motion for adjournment. 

There is one word more which I would like to say. Let not this 
ruling ho understood to mean that the House has no remedy whatever in 
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such eases. I hold that it is the inherent right of any Assembly to defend 
itself against outside attacks and it is perfectly open in a proper dase for 
the House to table a substantive motion and pass a vote of eensute or 
condemnation on the attacker. But that is a different matter.' On a 
motion for adjournment this can not be done. I therefore disallow this 
motion for adjournment. 

Mr. Amar Ntith Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadaai 
Itural) : On a point of information. Sir. may I know what action the 
Government is going to rake in this matter ? judges of High Courts have 
their remedjL They can bring before them any man they choose and 
])uni.sli him, Avhile the Spealrer of this House seems to be vdthout any 
remedy in such matters. So I would like to kno-w Arhat action the Gov¬ 
ernment proposes to take to protect the Speaker of the House against 
such a libel. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURN^tENT. 

' Quinine Fraud. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney (Nominated ; Anglo-Indians) ; Sir, I 
rise to aslc imur permi.ssion that this House do adjoinm with a vicAv lo 
con,sider certain facts relating to the gigantic quinine Hand that is to-day 
being perpetrated througliout the length and breadth of India and to which 
the people of India are being subjected. I sliaU proA'e to you the impoi’tance 
of this matter. It will not be difficult to convince this House how imiiortant 
Hiis matter is to tlie country when I refer to the mortalily from malaria, 
■'.vhieh totals 4 millions a year, in other ivords 3.1 per cent, of riie population, 
and if 1 ivere to indent on my imagination and place the eoi'i'ses of these 
4 million victims side by side they Avould cover 2,300 miles and extend 
from the north to the south of India. Such is the appalling malarial 
mortality in this country AA’hicli I AA'onld call, for AA’ant of a better name, the 
malarial longitude of India. Sir, this quinine fraud is being done by the 
Avliolesale importation into India of certain spurious quinine preparations 
especially quinine bisulpliate, a specimen of Avhicii I have in my hand. 
I do not include in this fraud quinine prepared by such Avell-lcnoAAm firms 
a>s Burroughs and Welcome, Park DaA'ies, IIoAvard and Company and other 
reputable firms. It is the mo'd terrible fraud that has eA'er been per¬ 
petrated on this country and the unrestricted sale of tliis spurious drug 
has. V submit, been largely responsible for the steady higli mortality from 
inabiria. The label on this bottle exposes the Avhole fraiid. It states here 
“ Quinine Bisulphate ” and beneath this in small letters there is. printed, 
the Avord “ Co.” Avhieh means ” compound ”. Against this is printed the 
quantity, i.e., 5 grains, meaning that tliere are 5 grains of quinine bisulphate 
in each tabloid. This quinine lias been examined by the Chemical 
Examiner to the Punjab GoA'ernment avIio certifies it to consist of one grain 
or less of quinine, 31 grains of chalk and half a grain of alum or other 
in.soluable matter, to make it a little ta.sty. The Avholesale price tliis quinine 
is being sold at in Bombay is Rs. 5 a lb. as against the Avliolesale cost price of 
pure Government quinine of Rs. 39 a lb. Hoav is this possible unles.s it be 
a spurious preparation 1 Noay, Sir, this is the fi'and that is being per¬ 
petrated upon the peoples of India and absolutely no steps Avhatever are 
being talien either by the Central or''I*roAdneial GoA’’ernments. ’ And Avhy ? 
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Bccaiitje there 5a no Drugs Adulteration Act in India, an Act wliicli even 
Palestine and Llesopotamiji possess. {An HonourahJe Memher : ‘ ‘ Who 
inakes that quinine I ”) This spurious preparation of quinine is manu¬ 
factured in England and Germany and other places of Europe. Tlie label 
on the bottle states “ Made in London, England ”, but imported and com¬ 
pressed in India by D. Rai and Company. This imposition on the ignorant 
nnd suffering public, as I hare Just said, is being perpetrated with what 
filmost .looks like the connivance of Government;^ There are many other 
dmgs besides quinine, e.g., ergot, bismuth, cinchona, etc., that are adulterat¬ 
ed and imported into India and impo.sed on the ignorant public by dis¬ 
honest and unqualified chemists and druggists. The supply of quinine In 
India comes from two sources, one from the Government and the other as 
sold bj^ public chemists, etc. This House will be interested to know that 
Government holds a stock of quinine which is 21 years in excess of its 
annual requirements. 

Most of the quinine offered in the bazaars for sale to the public by 
so-called small Indian chemists (of course excluding the reputable 
chemists of India) is not quinine at all but chalk. India is ” pur 
excellence ” the dumping ground' for every variety of quack medicine 
and adulterated drug manufactured in all parts of the world ; its markets 
arc glutted Avith useless and deleterious drugs sold by unqualified 
chemists who are themsehms a public danger ; and yet the Government 
looJvS on with complacency. I don’t say tjhat it doe.s so deliberately, 
but that it has done so' for many j’-ear.s there is no doubt. Otherwise it 
would have awakened to its responsibility years ago and introduced a 
Pood and Drugs Act—a Pharmaej’- and Poisons Bill—and insHted on 
all chemists being suitably qualified. The next point is the urgency of 
the matter. This Avill not be a difficult matter to prove. 

Mr. President : How long lias this been going on ? 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : I cannot tell you hoiv long the 
quinine fraud has been going on, but with regard to the adulteration of 
other drugs, 1 beliei’e the fraud has been going on for a good many 
years. 

Mr. President : TIoav long has the Honourable Member known it ? 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : I haA'e known about the quinine 
fraud quite recently, indeed I knew of it from the expo.sure in the 
Civil and Military Gazette. We are on the eve of the malaria season in 
India. . We are entering on the period iviien niillion.s of our malaria 
stricken people will be tramping to our District Board and Municipal 
hospitals expecting to be given quinine but receiving chalk instead. 

An Honourable Member : Did the Honourable Member receive a re¬ 
port from the Government Analy.st ? 

Lieut.-Col. H. A. J. Gidney : I have got with me the report of the 
Oheniieal Examiner to the Punjab GoA'ernment as reported in the Civil and 
Military Gazette of 31st August 1928. Public opinion has been aroused to 
a very large extent and India owes a debt of gratitude to the public spirited 
men a\1io have exposed this fraud and to the Civil and Military Gazette for 
opening its columns to the exposure of this fraud. My point- is, what are we 
going to do ? I know Government is too busy readjusting political silun¬ 
tie"!! and so I have asked for an adjournment of the Hou.se because 1 believe 
that Honourable Members who are the custodians of the country will do 
their utmost to'stop this gigantic fraud on the health of our people. Gov¬ 
ernment will probably try to evade responsibility on the score that medicine 
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is A IraEsferred acd provincial .subject. I Imow that medicine i.<. a 
tJ-a'4lcrred subject and that the Devolution Rules state that food adiutera- 
tion IS also a provincial matter, but Government cannot evade direct 
responsibility in thi,s quinine fraud because this spurious drug is imported 
info India at its various sea ports which are under the Central Govern¬ 
ment. This quinine enters India i/ta all Indian seaports where it is assessed 
bv the Customs and Government derives customs revenue from it for all 
such importation is subject to the Sea Customs Act which is entirely a 
Government of India matter. Indeed, if I were uncharitably inclined, 
3 might .say the Government of India in receiving import revenues from 
bogus drugs, of which fraud it is fully aware, is, in a manner, aiding 
and abetting the fraud. I therefore submit that Government cannot get 
behind its responsibility. It may say it Imows nothing about it. I sub¬ 
mit that it certainly does iinow and it .should know, for GovernmeiiL has 
alieady been warned of these frauds, malpractices and dangers. On the 
19th March 1921 I introduced a motion in this House in which I asked 
Government to impose a 20 per cent, extra taxation on the importation of 
certain dishonest quack drugs. Government refused to do so on principle. 
On the 9th March 1927 this matter was brought to the notice of the Council 
of State. I have before me that debate in which the Director General of 
the Indian IMedical Service assured the Mover of the motion that he would 
represent to the various Provincial Governments with regard to the necessity 
of a Pood and Drugs Act being introduced, as also that the training of phar¬ 
maceutists be placed on a proper footing. I understand that the various 
Governments have been consulted about this matter, but nothing material 
has been 'done for the past eighteen months and the millions of India are 
still dying of malaria. The Tropical School of Medicine in Calcutta has also 
pronounced its opinion about the danger of this drug adnUeralion, and 
pressed for legislation. The Senior Trades Commissioner has also exposed 
these dangers and advised a Pood and Drugs Act. Mr. J. C. Gho.sh of 
Calcutta has also exposed these dangers and pressed for legislation. The 
Indian Chamber of Commerce in Bombay have also written to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, Education, Health and Lands Department, and asked for a 
Pood and Drng.s Act and standardisation of all drugs manufactured or im¬ 
ported into India. Representatives of well known drug manufacturers 
and the public Press have also widely ventilated the fraud and danger.-,. I 
ask Ihe Government, what has it done ? Nothing ! when it wa.s clearly 
its duty to act at once and so save India. Why has it failed to do its 
duty ? Why'has'it not introduced a Pood and Drugs Act—a Pharmacy 
and Poisons Bill and other remedial measures ? I therefore ask the Gov¬ 
ernment to give the House the following assurance, failing -which 1 ask 
ycur permission to adjourn the House for further consideration of the- 
EJitter. I ask the Government of India to give the House an assurance 

that, after adequate enquiry, it will take early steps. 

’Mr.'Presideift : Order, order. This procedure is not to be utilised for 
the p-arpose of soliciting assurances from Government. If the Honourable 
Member wi.shp.s i o aslc leave for an adjournment of the House he cau do so. 

laeut^CoI. H. A. J. Gidney : I ask the House to join me in demanding 
iTom the Government the immediate suppression of this drug fraud. That 
at IS of great and grave national importance to the millions of our people no 
one can cainsay. I therefore ask you, Sir, to he so good as to grant an ad¬ 
journment of thi.s House. 




MOTION FOE ADJOURNMENT. 


157 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai (Seeret-ary, Department of Education, Health, and 
Lands) : Sii*, I do not tliink it neee.ssary for me to discuss at length the 
jinaginatively lurid picture ^yhich my Honourable and gallant friend has 
jpainted of the evils of the quinine pill peril. There are only two questions 
which I would like to submit for the consideration of the House, viz., 
whether this is a definite matter of public importance, and further whether 
it is a matter of urgent public importance. First, as to its definiteness. So 
far as I am aware, my Honourable and gallant friend’s indictment is based 
upon the communication of the travelling representative of a chemical firm, 
unsubstantiated, as far as I can see, by any testimony of which I am in 
j;)Ossession, or for that matter anybody 'else. Most of his arguments are 
culled from the columns of the Civil and Military Gazette. It is difficult, 
Sir, in the circumstances, to judge of tliis matter merely by the corres¬ 
pondence in the Press. 

The second question is whether this is a matter of urgent public 
importance. My Honourable and gallant friend has by his own speech 
■played completely into my hands, because he says that in 1921 he made 
a motion to suggest to Government that a dxity should be imposed on the 
importation of this drug. Further, he says that in 1926 or 1927 the matter 
nvas discussed by the Council of State. Again he refers to a letter addressed 
to the Government of India some time in May 1928. If tliat is so, where 
is the urgency of this matter ? The Government of India have been con¬ 
sidering it for years. (An HonoxiraMe Member : “ And done nothing ! ”) 
I will come to that. We are not discussing the merits of the question or 
the action taken by tlie Government of India, but only whether this is a 
matter of urgent and definite public importance. He says there is the 
imminence of malaria and millions of people will die. There again the 
question arises, has he established that the bulk of the people who use quinine 
use this adulterated quinine ? lam not aware of the national extent of the 
■so-called evil. So far as I can gather fi-om the documents on which my 
friend bases his case, the evil is confined to the Punjab. 

The third point to which I should like to draw your attention. Sir, 
is that under Rule 12, clause 2, of the Standing Orders of this House, a 
matter has not merely to be a .specific matter for discussion, but also a 
specific matter of recent occurrence. How is this of recent occurrence ? 
According to this document, the sale of the alleged adulterated drug has 
gone on for a long time. 

TUtr. President ; Order, order. The Honourable Member has failed 
to satisfy me that the matter is urgent. On the contrai-y Im has satisfied 
me that'the matter is several years old. I therefore regard his motion 
as one which does not .satisfy the requirements of Standing Order 11, 
and I therefore disallow it. 


BILLS ASSENTED TO BY THE GOVERNOB GB^J^AL. 

Mr, President : I have received a letter from Mr. G. Cunningham, 
Private Seeretaxy to Hi.s Excellency the Viceroy, reading as follows : 

“ Sir I have the honour to inform you that the following Bills ■nhich were passed 
by both Chambers of the Intli.an Legislature have been assented to by His Excellency 
the Governor Gcncr.al under the provisions of sub-section (J) of sectioji 68 of, tilie 
Govcrnincnt of India Act ; 

The Burma Balt (Amendment) Act, lOilS. 

The Indian Securities (Amendment) Act. l.')28. 

Th>’ Tncoine-tax (Amendment) Act, 1P28, 
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TJie lalaiid Boiulecl Warehouses (Amciidmeat) Act, 1928. 
The Indian IPinance Act, 1928. 

The Indian Merchant Shipping (Arnendmeut) Act, 1.928. 
The Indian Tariff (Amendment) Aet, 192S. 

TJie Steel Indnstiy (Protection) Act, 1928. 

The Indian Territorial Poiee (Amendment) Act, 1928. 
The Auxrlrary Poiee (Amendment) Act, 1928. 

The Chittagong Port (Amendment) Act, 1928.” 


PETITION RELATING TO THE TRANSFER OF PROPERTT 
(AMENDMENT) BILL AND TIIE TRANSFER OP PROPERTY 
(AJMENDMENT) SUPPLEMENTARY BILL. 

Secretary of Assembly : Sir, under Standing Order 78 I have to report 
that a petition signed by M. R. Ry. K. R. Venkatacliariar, Pleader, 
Oliittoor, has been received relating to the Bill further to amend the Transfer 
of Property Aet, 1882, for certain purposes and the Bill to supplement the 
Transfer of Pioperty (Amendment) Act, 192 , -which -were introduced 
in the Legislative Assembly on the 14th SeptemberM927. • 


DEATHS OF SIR ALEXANDER MUDDIMAN AND CAPTAIN 

KABUL SINGH. 

The Honotirable Mr, J. Crerar (Leader of the House) : Sir, before 
tne list of business for the day is entered on, -with your permission, Sir, I 
should like to say a few words on what must be to us all a very melancholy 
subject. Since the House last met, there has passed away in the late Sir 
Alexander Muddiman, a personality once familiar and highly respected, 
not only within these -w^alls but beyond them—more than that, because if 
J rightly remember, an Honourable Member opposite once referred to him 
with general applause as “ our beloved Home Member ”. Though at the 
time of his unexpected and lamented death, he was no longer a Member, 
I am confident that the whole House and every individual Member of it will 
he acutely sensible of a great and irreparable loss. On Sir Alexander’s 
record and achievements in the office, to which I have unworthily succeeded, 
it would not become me to dwell. I was not a Member of the House during 
his Leadership and the great majority of l\Iembers now present have s 
direct and intimate experience to which I can lay no claim. But the great 
capacity and resource, the geniality of temperament, the essential equity 
of mind which he displayed as Leader, and the confidence he inspired in 
every quarter of the House, are matters of common knowledge. 

I knew him as the best of Chiefs—sagacious, imperturbable, ahvays 
ready to assi.st, to advise or to support. I think I may say that I also kiieiv 
him, as indeed did all with whom he was brought into any close relation, 
as a personal friend. I cannot find adequate words to express the sorrow 
and dismay which the news of Sir Alexander Muddiman’s tragically sudden 
decease brought to his large circle of friends, and I shall leave them unsaid. 
Those who so knew him must, I think, have been especially impressed by 
what, m the experience of most of us, is a rare, as it is an inestimable, com¬ 
bination of qualities—a shrewd and penetrating insight into human motives 
and conduct, and a great charity and good humour in passing judgment 
upon them. And this happily balanced habit of mind he carried into the 
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more impersonal issues of politics and administration. No one bad a^keener 
intellectual appreciation of the logical value of the issues that there arise : 
no one could assess with more syinpathy and wisdom their practical value in 
human affairs. Few men, I believe, in recent times have left so many to 
deplore their death. To this House he has bequeathed a memory which 
will always be preserved, and a tradition as Leader, which it must be mj- 
best ambition to endeavour humbly to follow. 

I also think, Mr. President, that I would be failing in my duty if I 
did not make a reference to the loss this House has sustained in the recent 
death of Captain Kabul Singh. Captain Kabul Singh was modest and 
retiring by temperament, but I think he had earned the respect and esteem 
of the House and I feel that the House will desire to record an expression 
of its deep regret. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Knmaon Divisions : klu- 
hammadan Rural) ; Sir, I also join in mourning tbe loss of that great Eng¬ 
lishman, the late Sir Alexander Muddiman. By his sympathy with the aspi¬ 
rations of the Indiams, by his unfailing courtesy and by his straightfor¬ 
ward manner in dealing with the people of this country, he had earned the 
love and respect of all those who had the privilege of linowing him. We 
the Members of this House know very well that dift'erence.s of opinion as 
regards political matters never interfered with the social relations of the 
late Sir Alexander Muddiman with the Members of this House, and even 
during the most contentious debates he never lost his temper or his sense 
of humour, and he extended his hospitality and courtesy equallj'^ to the 
Swarajists as well as to the Members on the other side of the House. When 
he was elevated as Governor of the United Provinces of Agra and Ouclh 
it was expected that a new era of broadminded policy and improvement in 
the administration of the province had begun, and in fact during the very 
brief and short period of about five months when he was Go^'ei-nor of the 
United Provinces, the whole prospect was changed and the people of the 
province thought that the regime of Sir Alexander Muddiman w’ould he a 
regime 'of sj'^mpathy and good will, but alas, it was not going to be fulhlled. 
The iron hands of untimely death have snatched him av,’ay from the scene of 
his action. The general character of the mourning which was displayed by 
the people of the United Provinces on his death shows his popularity and 
the love of the people of the Province which he had earned during that 
short period. Our hearts go forth in sympathy to that old lady in England, 
his mother, who in her old age has lost all that man could possess? in this 
world ; and we sincerely sjnnpathise and condole with lier in her ii'reparable 
loss and bereavement. With the.se words I wish to associate myself with 
the Resolution that has been moved. 

I wi.sh also to associate myself with what the Leader of tbe Hon.se. the 
Honourable Mr. Crerar, said about that gentleman the late Captain Kabul 
Singh. We, who knew him as a Member of this House, know that he was 
a genuine friend and a thorough gentleman, and we wish also to extend our 
sympathy to the bereaved members of his family. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, on behalf of the Congress Party in this House T wish to associate mj'- 
self with the observations made by the Leader of the House on this verj' 
melancholy and sad occasion. Those of us who had the privilege of coming 
into contact with the late Sir Alexander Muddiman remember with pleasure 
and gi-atitude his many qualities of head and heart, and while this is not 
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the occasion for ;)udging of the political value of the various measures which 
Avere passed or not passed in his time, everybody will admit that he was 
the least impatient and the least bitter of all the opponents that we had 
had to meet on the floor of this House. He was never buried under the 
weight of his great office or pf the manj responsibilities which he carried 
on his shoulders, but always rose above them ; and there was a sort of 
Jfonhomie about him, an easy, cheerful, pleasant way which disarmed all 
opposition and suspicion and which was a great instrument in turning 
doubtful friends into cordial companions. That was the great merit of 
Sir Alexandet Muddnnan. If I may so say without digressing, Sir 
Alexander Muddiman, along with several other officers of Government, 
was a better man than the system he and they have to work. It is the 
misfortune of some members of the Government that they are called 
upon to administer a system which they themselves do not like and it is 
this fact to which many of the difficulties of the present situation can be 
traced. But about 3ir Alexander Muddiman it may be truly said that 
he tried to rise above the system to the best of his ability. We remember 
he looked so strong and healthy—^the very picture of health—and it is 
really a great wrench that so soon after his leaving this House he should 
haA'C been suddenly remOA^ed from our midst. We are all of us deeply 
shocked and I request you to communicate to the members of his family 
our sympathy and condolence in their great loss. 

I would also like to associate myself with the observations made by the 
Leader of the House about the late Captain Kabul Singh. 

Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan (Bast Central Punjab : Muhammadan) : 
Sir, I rise in obedience to the call of a melancholy duty, and I desire to pay 
mj'" homage to the memory of the late Sir Alexander Muddiman. It is 
not long since he Avas Avith us in this House, but Ave all remember his 
genial Avays and the great tact Avhich he displayed in his dealings Avith 
us, non-offieial Members. I associate myself entirely Avith the remarks 
Avhieh have fallen from the previous speakers. I may add a fcAV more 
remarks and say that AAdien he joined the Government of India as Deputy 
Secretary he displayed those sterling qualities Avhich helped him to attain 
to one of the highest positions in India. As President of the Council of 
State—I was in those days an elected Member of the Council of State— 
he displayed great tact and shoAved that he Avas perfectly impartial and 
scrupulously just. I neA^er heard any AAffiisper against his treatment of 
either officials or non-officials. It Avas a great quality in him that he had 
the ahilitsi to please eA'er 3 ffiod.y. I remember his Avork in the Home 
Department and as Leader of the House. It is an ineffaceable memory 
AAdth me that whenever I came in personal contact AAuth him I carried 
away the most pleasant impression of his personality, and I thinlv this 
was the impression created on others also. Sir, we are grateful to him 
for the example Avhich he gave us in behaviour. No man so harassed and 
so severely criticised faced the Assembly with greater calm'and Avilh 
such an irrepressible and genial smile. Sir, I would request you to 
convey to his relatiA^es_ at Home the sense of loss which we haA^e suffered 
in liis death, and I think all the IVIembers iiresent here Avill agree Avith 
me in this request. 

^ Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullundur Division ; Non-Muhammadan) : Sir on 
oehalf of myself and of the Party which I have the honour to represent 
in this House, I Avould like to associate myself Avith the remarks that have 
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been made by the Honourbale Leadei' of the House, about the tragic death 
of Sir Alexander Muddiman. Sir Alexander Muddiman was one of those, 
men whom we consider lo be rare—^he was frank an(3^^ sincere. It is a 
great thing in these days to have men amongst British statesmen who, 
in spite of conflict of interests and views that maj' exist between the 
Government and the opposition, will reduce the amount of bitterness and 
unpleasantness Avhich results therefrom to its lowest possible extent. I 
think that is a great quality which 'Sir Alexander Muddiman possessed 
in abundance and which we all fully! appreciated on this side of tlie House. 
"We are very sorry that he should have been cut off from the great career 
which he had before him. 

I also wish to associate myself Awth the regret of the House in regard 
to the death of Captain Kabul Singh. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian hlerchants’ Chamber : Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, on, behalf of the Independent Party it is my painful 
duts'- to associate mj^’self with the remarks which have fallen from the 
Leader of the House. I do not wish to say much, but tliere is one incident 
which impressed me about Sir Alexander Muddiman very early after I 
joined the Central Legislature and I think it is only right that I should 
take this opportunitj^ of getting it on record. It was in the Council of 
State when Sir Alexander .Muddiman was President in July 1923, wlien 
the Council of State was in Se.ssion and the Kenya White Paper was 
published in London. The Council Avas to adjourn on the 27th July, the 
last Avorking day, and the Keiijm White Paper Avas available to us on the 
24th of that month. I Avas Avorking to get a sufficient number of A'Otes to 
get an adjournment of the House, and 15 people Avere required to stand 
up in their seats before an adjournment motion could be accepted. 
Unfortunately, the Government AAoshed to oppose the motion, and Sir 
Kara.simha Sarma, aa'Iio Avas then klcmber in charge, told me that he would 
.stoutly oppose the motion. Wiien thi.s Avas bi’ought to the notice of Sir 
Alexander Muddiman, he said to me that the motion Avliich Avas going 
to be moved Avas perfectly iii order, but I must get 15 people to stand uj). 
It Avas fiAm minutes to elcAmn on the 27th, and Sir Alexander Muddiman 
inquired AA'hether tliere Avas the requisite number of Members present in 
the House. It Avas then mentioned to him that the fifteen required to 
support the adjournment motion were not secured. Sir Alexander 
Muddiman sent for Sir Muhammad Sliafi, tlie Leader of the House, and 
told him, “ Will you inform Sir Pur-shotamdas that if he can geUll, 1 will 
stand up and be ihe 15th member ”. This served its purpose Avonderfullj’^ 
and Ave got more than 15 to .stand up. “Since that incident, Sir, I felt 
that in Sir Alexander Muddiman Ave had a man udio could be relied upon 
to stand by India even under trammels of office. I think. Sir, this incident 
is sufficient to sIioav that in Muddiman the man, India had much to 
appreciate and even to prai.se. 

Mr. H. (x. Cocke (Bombay European) : Sir, I Avish to say a A'ery 
fcAv words to join in this tribute both on behalf of m 3 'se]f and those aa'Iio 
sit on these benches to the memory of the late Sir Alexander Muddiman. 
Mj' rccoUeetion of him goes liack to (lie .second Assembly in 1924. He 
Avas not here then, but he aa-os in the Council of State, and shortty after 
he came to this House as Home Member. - Reference has been made to lii.s 
genialii3^ and good spirits bj' .soA'cral .speakers to-daj', and those qualities’ 
Avere undoubtedly amongst liis greatest attributes. Another instance 

COLA K 
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wkicli perhaps I might be permitted to recfill, though of a somewhat 
ditferent nature to that just referred to, was on the occasion when 
Government'were likely) to he dcpi-ived of their travelling allowance. On 
that occasion Sir Alexander ‘ Mnddiinan with his usual geniality said ; 

Nothing Avould please me more than to liave six Aveeks in AA'hieh to Avallr 
up the hill to Simla ”. That incident shoAVs the character of the man 
but he also possessed other very excellent characteristics. He Avas very 
sincere, he AA'as ahvays easy to approach, and lie Avas A’cry resjJonsNe to 
any request made to' him by Membbrs of the Ilouse. 

I also desire to associated jnyself Avith the Avorcls of tribute ])aid to 
the memory of Captain Kabul Singh, and trust the expressions of'condol¬ 
ence bj^ the Members of this Ilouse may be conveyed to the relatives of 
the deceased. ' • • i 

Mr. President : I am sure the House AviU permit me to add my 
quota of tribute to the- memories of the late Captain Kabul Singh and 
Sir Alexander Muddiman. Captain Kabul Singli Avas a very quiet and 
unassuming Member of this House, and, as Avas just obsei-Aud by my 
Deputy, a thorough gentleman. 

' ’ As regards Sir Alexander MAiddiman, lie wa.s associated AA'ith ihe 
Central Legislature since 1910 in A'arious capacities. Steadily he rose to 
he the Secretary of the old Imperial Legislative Conneil, of Avhich I had 
the honour to he a Member; and in that eapacily T came in direct touch, 
‘andj if'I may sftj' so, in intimate touch with Sir Alexander hlnddiraan. 
He AAm.s then promoted to the office of the President of the Council of 
•State, in Avhieh capacity, as the IIoii.se i.s aAvaro, he shoAved covspiouoiis 
ability and impartiality in the discharge of Ins dnlics. With his ex¬ 
perience as' President of the Council of State he came to tliis place as the 
Leader of tile Ilouse and in that capacity displayed nnusnal knowledge of 
Parliamentary traditions, and I can say from personal experience he was 
thoroughly conversant A\dth Parliamentary manners, Parliamentary 
etiquette and Parliamentary metliod.s in conducting the business of this 
House. I Avatched his career Avith tlie keenest interest and, as you are 
all aAvare, the relations hetAAuen the Chair and the Leader of the House 
AAure then of an extraordinarily cordial nature. ' He ahvays stood up for 
the dignity of (he Chair and the dignity of this House. We all miss him 
Very much, and it AVill he ray duty to convey an expres.sion of the regret 
and condolence of this House to the family of. the deceased. > 


THE PUBLIC SAFETY (BBMOYAL FROM INDIA) BILL. 

The Honourable’ lyCr. J. Crerar (Home Member) ; Sir,'I introduce 
the Bill to provide for the remOA'al from British India in certain eases 
of persons not being Indian British subjects or subjects of States in India. 


THE INDIAN INSURANCE COMPANIES BILL. 

Honourable Sjr ' George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
^Always) : Sir, I introduce the Bill further to amend the Indian Life 
Assurance Companies Act, 1912; for certain purpose.s, and to proAude for 
the collection of statistical information in respect of insurance business 
otner uian life assurance btisiness. 



THE DANGEROUS DRUGS BILL. • 


The Honourahle Sir Bhnpendra Nath Mitra (Finaiitie Jtlember) ; 
Sir, I introduce the Bill to centralise and vest in the GoA'crnor General in 
Council the control over certain operations i-elating to dangerous drugs 
and to increase and render uniform throughout British India the penaltie.s 
for offences relating to such operations. 

THE INDIAN TRADE UNIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters, (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I inoVe for leave to introduce a Bill to amend 
the Indian Trade Unions Act, 1926, for a certain purpose. 

The object of this Bill is to remove certain obscurities which have 
crept into one section of the Indian Trade Unions Act. That section, 
section 11, deals with the procedure in appeal from the orders of tlie 
Registrar either refusing to register a Ti-ade Union or issuing orders 
for the’withdrawal or cancellation of a certificate of registration. The 
section, as it stands, is defective because in the first place it does not 
mate clear where the appellate Court is situated ; whether it is to be the 
Court which has jurisdiction in the place where the head office of the 
Union is situated or whetTier it is to be the Court which has jurisdiction 
where the office of the Registrar is situated. It was clearly the intention 
of the.House when the Trade Unions Bill was under discussion that the 
appellate Court should be the Corirt where the head office of the Trade 
Union was situated and the first amendment made in tliis Bill is to make 
that point clear. The second point is that in the existing section it is not 
clear which the appellate Court is in the Pre.sidency towns and in Ran¬ 
goon, and the second amendinent made in this Bill is to make it clear 
that the appellate Court in the.se cases is the High Court and that there 
shall be one appeal in all cases to the High Court. ' 

The motion was adopted. ‘ 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeV/atters : Sir. I introduce the Bill. 


TUB trade DISPUTES BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill to make provision for 
the investigation and settlement of trade disputes, and for certain other 
purposes. 

This Bill, as tlie House will realise, i.s an important measure. It has 
been published for some weeks aud as the tiin'e at my disposal in making 
this motion is obviously short, it would be quite impossible for me to do 
;nore than make a very few remarks on this occasion. I shall content 
myself with ghnng the merest summary of the pj-ovisions of tlie Bill. The 
first ]jrovisiou is to provide machinery by which Govei’umenl shall be en¬ 
abled to intervene as earl.v as po.ssible in cases of ti-ade disputes. The 
machinery may take the form of the appointment of either Courts of 
Inquiry or Boards of Conciliation. In bntli cases what we propose to 
do in tlie main is to lun'e publicity and the force of piddic opinion in 
shortening trade disputes wbieli have been, I am sorry to .say. so preva¬ 
lent recently, and I lliink the House will agree Avitb iue tliaf it Avas perhaps 
g pi^y that .such machinery Avas not aA-ailable during the last fcAV months. 

( 163 ) 
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. The subsidiary provisions of the Bill are two-fold. The first is a pro- 
vision whieli requires some interval to elapse befoi-e a strike can take place 
in a Public Utility Service. The object of this is the protection of the 
public,' because strikes in these services are very often serious both to 
life and to property and also because this interval of a month, which the 
Bill requires, will give us the opportunity of bringing into play I he con¬ 
ciliation machinery which I have just described. 

The third jiart of the Bill, which is based, as the House will have 
observed, on recent legislation in England, proposes to render illegal 
strikes'and lock-outs in certain circumstances. The definition given in 
the Bill is a definition, so far as it can be defined in law, of .a general 
strike, and the illegality occurs only if the strike or lock-out fulfils both 
of tAvo criteria. First of all, the strike or lock-out must have objects 
other than, or in addition to, a trade dispute AAuthin the frade or indiistry 
concerned, and in the second place, it must be designed to coerce GoA'ehn- 
ment either directly or by its effect upon tlie public. These, as T have 
said, are very important proAUsions on Avliich the House Avill certainly 
expect me to make a full explanation on a later date. On the jjresent 
occasion I think the explanation I have given is perhaps sufficient to ex¬ 
plain the'Bill briefly to the House. ^ , 

. The motion Avas adopted. 

, The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

r ’ * r 


’. TflE WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT), BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters (Member for Industries and 

to introduce a Bill further to amend 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1923, for certain purposes. 

The Bill which I ask for IcaAm to introduce is limited to the remoAml 
01 certain defects ivliich IiaA^e come to light m the Aimrlcing of the Woi*k- 
nien s Compensation Act of 1923. The Act came into force on the 1st 
^ ^^24, and during the interval, a certain numher of points, some 

or retail, some of fair importance, have been brought to our notice pi'in- 
cipally by the Commissioners for AVorkmen’s Compensation, and the 
present Bill is intended to deal solelj'^ Aidth these points of detail. But I 
should like to take this opportunity of saying that Ave propose at the same 
time to address Local Governments Avith regard to the more general prin¬ 
ciples of the Bill. On the present occasion I do not think I need go into 
turner detail as regards this Bill Avhich is very fully explained in the 
statement of Objects and Reasons. 

The motion Avas adopted. ' 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 
o'l (Home Department : Nominated Officials • T 
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The Bill is a very short one. It could hardly have heen shorter. Its 
object is simply to give effect to what was the original intention of the 
Indian Succession (Amendment) Act, 1926. It was not the intention of 
that Act that the wills of Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs and Jains beyond 
those mentioned in section 57 of the Act of 1925 should be subjected to 
the requirements of probate or letters of administration. It was not 
perceived at the time tliat an amendment of section 213 of the Act was, 
necessary, and all that this BiU seeks to do is to confine those requirements 
of probate or letters of admini,stration to the Avills of Hindus, Buddhists, 
Sildis and Jains mentioned in sub-section (1) of section 57. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL. 

Mr. L. Graham (Secretaiy, Legislative Department) : Sir, I move for 
leave to introduce a Bill to amend certain enactments and to repeal 
certain other enactments. 

The object of the Bill, as stated in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, is to make a few necessaiy amendments of a formal nature in 
certain enactments and to repeal certain spent or useless matter in the 
Statute-book. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. L. Graham : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN PENAL CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

■ (Amendment op section 505.) 

Sir Denys Bray (Foreign Secretary) : Sir, 1 move for leave to 
introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian Penal Code for a certain 
puiqiose. 

There is nothing controversial (Some Honourable Members : “ Oh !”) . 
in the spirit in which this Bill has been designed and I greatly hope that 
I shall persuade the House to receive it in no controversial spirit. The 
fundamental object of the Bill in as simple and jilain language as I can 
find is the better preservation of India’s interests abroad. Of late, those 
interests have been jeopardised, I had almost said impaired, by certain 
statements in certain quarters which tended to promote, in the language 
of the Bill, unfriendlj'^ relations between India and foreign countries. It 
is only recently that Government has realised that there is no provision 
in the law to cover eases of this kind. Hence the Bill which I now ask the 
leave of the House to introduce. 

Thejnotion was adopted. 

Sir Denys Bray : I introduce the Bill. 


THE MATCH INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) : Sir, I move for leave to introduce a BiU to provide for the pro¬ 
tection of tlic match industry. 
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■>' This Bill is a'veiy sliort and,a veiy simple one. It is based,..as Menv 
Liens, will ho doubt realise, on the report ihcently pnhlislied of tlie .Indian 
Tariff Board regarding the protection; of the match industry. ; The Gov- > 
ernriient of India have accepted'the recbmmehdat'ion of the Bioard and this, f 
Bill propo.shs to give effect to that fecommendatibn. The rate .of duty on.;;'; 
.matches wilhbe Ifeft unchanged, but the duty .which, at present occurs hi.'.'- 
the re-^A.enue 'part of the'Tariff Schedule win be trahsfei-red to the protective , 
]iaft of the Schediiieh' The'object of that of course is, to give the. House ., 
an opportunity of -expressing 'a 'definite'opinion regarding the protection 
of the industrj''. Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted.' - ' 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

/. ■ ^ ' t ' i 

■ ' .THE INDIAN INCdMB-ThX-(AMENDMENT) BILL.. / 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra (Firiarice 'Meiubef) : 
Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian 
Ihcoine-tax Act, 1922, for a certain purpose. , , , , - i'. 

.The piu'pqse, Sir,: is.a very .simple one and is a corollary of the fbrma- ! 
tibn of a Central Income-tax Dci)artraent. • ■ ' 

The motion was adopted. • ' • ' - ; ’• ' 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra NathhMitra Sir,* I introduce the 

Bill. 


THE MADRAS SALT (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

, The ..Honp-urahle ,,Sir Bhupendra Nath: Mitra . (Finance /Memlicr) :, 
Sir, I beg to ihbvc for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend' the Madras 
Sait Act, 1889, for a certain inirposc. 

•This again, Sir,-, is a vcry.siniiile Bill arid'its sole object-is'to remove a 
lacnna in the existing Act. ; y ; , ; ■ ; 

' The motion was adopted. ' 

' The' Honourable' Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : .Sir, I introduce ■ the = 
Bill..'' ^ ^ ■ ' ' - " ■ 


■: The As.sembly then adjourtied till Eleyen of the Clock on Wednesday, • 
thehth September'.1928..; ■ ' ' . " ■■ 
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AsseioWj met in the Assemblj- Chamber at Eleven of flie Clock 
Mr. President in the Chair. ’ 


MEMBEPtS SWORN : 

Mr. Edward Henry Mitchell Bower, M.L.A. (Madras • Nominated 
Official) ; and 

Mr.-John Alexander Stewart, _M.L.A. (Burma; Nominated 
Official). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Issue of Instructions to the Income-tax Officers of Calcutta, regard¬ 
ing Applications under section 27 of the Indian Income-tax Act; 

1922. 

66. -Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi ; (a) Is 'it a fact that, the present Assistant 
Commissioner of Calcutta liave issued general instructions to the Income-tax 
Officers Muthin their respective juri.sdiction, not to entertain applications 
under section 27 of the Income-tax Act at all ? 

(b) Do Government propose to enquire into the matter and lay before 
the House the result of such enquiry ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) No such instruc¬ 
tions have been issued b}'^ the As.sistant Commissioners referred to. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Issue by the Incoaie-tax Department of Notices to wealthy Assessees 

UNDER section 34 OF THE INDIAN InCOME-TAX AcT, 1922. 

67. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Is it a fact that the practice of the 
Income-tax Department in Calcutta is to issue indiscriminately notices under 
section 34 in cases of wealthy assessees specially Indians, immediately or 
soon after their assessment has been made bj’ the Income-tax Officer ? If 
so. do Government propose to enquire into the matter and inform the House 
of the result' of such enquiry ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the number of such notices tinder section 34, issued to assessees 
in Calcutta during March 1925 to October 1926 and November 1926 to 
March 1928 and also state the respective dates on iriieh the original 
assessment in each case had been made ? And will the Government be 
further pleased to state the number of such notices issued during the next 
1 >revious six months with the respective dates of original assessment in 
each ease ? 

( 167 ) 
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(c) Will the Government be pleased to state -yWiether there is i 
special Income-tax Officer in Calcutta charged Avith the duty of issuinc 
notices under section 34 of the Act ? If so, who is he ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) The practice is nol 
as stated. Notices under section .34 are not issued indiscriminately. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table giving the information required 

(c) There is no such officer. An officer n-as appointed to deal with 
certain assessments under section 34 in the year 1926 but the Central 
Board of Revenue considered the arrangement unsatisfactory and ordered 
its discontinuance in April 1927. The remainder of the question.there¬ 
fore does not arise. 


Statement showing number of Notices issued under Section 34 during March 1923 to Octobe 

1926, in Calcutta. 


No. of notices under Sec¬ 
tion 34. 


Dates of original assessment in cases other than new cases. 


554. 

(Including 207 new cases 
in which the section 34 
assessments were the 
Ist assessments). 


24th Nov. 1924, 24th Nov. 1924, 25th Nov. 1924, 10th Aug. 
1925, 29th Aug. 1924, 20th June 1925, 25th June 1925, 
22nd Oct. 1925, 24th Feb. 1926, 8th May 1925, 11th 
Sep. 1925, 6th Feb. 1925, 9th Sep. 1924, 18th Aug. 
1925, 19th Oct. 1925, 4th Jan. 1926, 4th Jan. 1926, 
26th Nov. 1924, 19th Aug. 1925, 20th July 1925, 2lst 
Dec. 1923,13th May 1923, 24th June 1925, 25th May 1925, 
2ud Oct. 1924, 22nd Feb. 1923, 23rd July 1925, 24th Sep. 
1924, 23rd Jan. 1,926. 17th Nov. 1925, 18th June 1925, 
3Ist Dec. 1925, 11th March 1925, 5th Dec. 1925, 1st Aug. 

1924, IGth Sep. 1924, 19th Dec. 1924, 27th Aug. 192S, 
IStli March 1925, 19th Aug. 1925, 22nd Aug. 1925, 22nd 
Oct. 1925, 15th June 1925, 13th Nov. 1925, -20th July 

1925, 19th Oct. 1925, 4th Jan. 1926, 4th Jan, 1926, 28th 

Nov. 1924, 1,5th Dec. 1924, 22nd Oct. 1925, 30th Oct. 

1924, 10th June 1926, 5th Dec. 1925, 15th Sept. 1924, 
25th Mav 1925, 23rd ,Jan. 1923, 25th Nov. 1924, 24th Sep. 

1924, 25th Aug. 192.3, 23rd .Jan. 1926, I3th Aug. 192.5, 
16th March 1926, 28th May 1925, 4th Feb. 1926, 27th Jan. 

1925, 22nd Oct. 1925, 28th Aug. 1924, 27th July 1925, 
28th Aug. 1924, 31st Jan. 1926,10th Feb. 1926, 26th July 
1925, 29111 Aug. 1925, 11th Sep. 1925, 28th Aug. 1925, 
17th Sep. 1926, 17th Nov. 1925, 23rd Sep. 1926, 28th Feb. 
1925, 31st M.arch 1925, 19th Aug. 1924, 2Sth March 1925, 
15th Oct. 1925,12th March 1925,26th March 1925,24th Jan. 
1926,23rd Feb. 1925, 2Sth Aug. 1923, 25th March 1925,20th 
Sep. 1924,16th March 1925,27th March 1925,29thMay 1925, 
10th Aug. 1926, Jan. 1924, July 1924, March 1925, May 

1925, June 1925, July 192 Aug. 192.5, Sep. 1926, Oct. 

1926, Nov. 1925, Dec. 1925, Feb. 1925, June 1926, Feb. 

1924, Feb. 1925, June 1926, .July 1926, Aug. 1925, Sep. 

1925, Nov. 1925, Jan. 1926, Feb. 1926, 23rd Oct.'1924, 

22nd Jan. 1926, 30th March 1926, 10th Sep. 1924, 19th 
Dec. 1.923, 24th .June 1926, 29th Oct. 1925, 9th July 

1926, 8th .June 1926, 21st .June 1926, 26th Sep. 1925, Ijth 
July 1926, 7th .July 1925, 17th July 1926, 19th June 1925 
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No, of notices under 
Section 34. 


Dates of original assessment in cases other than new cases. 


X7th July 1926, 18th June 1925, 17th July 1926, 7th 
July 1925, 17th July 1926, 19th June 1925, 17th July 
1926, 28th May 1925, 16th July 1926, 9th July 1925, 17th 
July 1926, 27th June 1925, 17th July 1926, 19th June 1925, 
17th July 1926, 15th Feb. 1926, 5th Feb. 1926, 16th Feb. 
1926, 17th July 1925, 24th July 1925, 6th Feb. 1926, 4th 
Sep. 1926,20th Get. 1926,4th Sep. 1926, loth July 1926, 
12th Feb. 1926, 23rd July 1925, 5th Sep. 1925, 23rd July 
1926, 15th Sep. 1925, 28th Jan. 1925, 6th Feb. 1926, 14th 
July 1925, 15th July 1925, 27th July 1926, 18th June 
1924, 7th June 1926, 3i'd July 1925, 23rd May 1925, 25th 
Nov. 1925, 22nd July 1924, 29th Aug. 1924, 5th June 1925, 
25th Feb. 1925,9th March 1926, 24th Oct. 1925, 15th ilarch 
1926, 18th Sep. 1925, 19th Feb. 1925, 20th March 1926, 
31st Aug. 1925.15th Nov. 1924, 23rd Oct. 1925, 30th April 
- 1925, 24th Sep. 1924, 18th Aug. 1924, 21st Aug. 1924, 
10th Dec. 1924, 8th Dec. 1924, 17th Sep. 1924, 

22nd Sep. 1924, 30th Aug. 1924, 15th Oct. 1924, 
13th Dec. 1924, 3rd Sep. 1924, 25th Sep. 1924, 13th Nov. 

1924, 26th Feb. 1926, Ist Oct. 1924, 19th Sep. 1924, 20th 
June 1925, 24th July 1925, 17th Aug. 1925, 21st Jan. 1926, 
3rd Aug. 1925, 6th Aug. 1925, 7th March 1925, 17th June 

1925, 25th June 1925, 31st Aug. 1926, 20th July 1926, 
30th Sep. 1926, 27th Juty 1926, 6th June 1925, 31st Aug. 

1926, 27th Aug. 1925, 13th Aug. 1926, 26th Aug. 1926, 
11th Sep. 1925, 10th Sep. 1925, 30th July 1926, 26th Juno 
1925, 25th Aug. 1926, 11th July 1925, 29th June 1925, 
16th June 1925, 22nd July 1926, 17th Jan. 1925, 14th Oct, 
1925, 30th Mai-ch 1925, 27th Aug. 1925, 23rd July 1925, 
23rd Nov. 1925, 23rd Dec. 1925, 26th July 1925, SOth 
July 1925, 20th June 1925, 8th Jan. 1926, SOth 
Jan. 1926, 31st Oct. 1925, 8tli Aug. 1925, 27th June 
1925, 23rd Dec. 1925, 17th Dec. 1924, 29th Oct. 1926, 
17th Nov. 1925, 15th March 1926,27th July 1925, 9th Sep. 
1925, 15th Sep. 1925, 8th March 1924, 23rd Aug. 1924, 
30th Nov. 1925, 5th May 1925, 13th Nov. 1925, 1.3th Nov. 
1925, 28th .Jan. 1925, 6th Sep. 1924, 7th Nov. 1926, 22nd 
Oct. 1925, 20th Sep. 1924, 29th Oct. 1924, 27th Aug. 1925, 
18th Aug. 1925, 22nd Oct. 1925, 27th Jan. 1926, 21st Oct. 
1925, 19th Aug. 1926, 1st Sep. 1925, 23rd ^larch 1926, 
20th Nov. 1923, 11th Maioh 1926, ISth Aug. 192.3, 15th Nor. 
1924, 2Sth .July 1924. 9th July 1925, ISth Dec. 1924, 
23rd July 1925, 9th Jan. 1925, 23rd Oct. 1924, 20th Sep. 
1924, 25th Feb. 192.5, 17th Aug. 1925, 12th .June 192.5. 7th 
June 1924, ISth Nov. 1925, 22hd Oct. 1924, 29th July 1924, 
29th Aug. 1924, 29th Aug. 1924, 22nd Dec. 1924,17th .Tan. 
1925,14th Feb. 1925,11th Sep. 1924, 2l6t Sep. 1924, 18th 
May 1925.1.9th .July 1925,20t]i March 1926,29th June 1925, 
ISth Aug. 1925, 26th .Tan. 1926. 11th June 1925, Sth July 

192.5. Sth Oct. 192,5, 26fh Oct. 1924, 18th .Tidy 192.5, 21st 
Aue. 19;,3. 12th Maivh 192.5, 12th March ]92.5,27tli ^larch 

192.5, 27fh MareJi 192--, SOth Maich 192,5, 1.3th .Tulv 1925. 
13th July 192.5, 2Sth Dec. 1925. ntli .Tan. 1926, 2nd 
Fob. 1926, 11th Mav 1926, Lst .Tune 1926, !.5th .Tune 1926. 


a2 


73LA 


170 


LEGI'&IATIVE'" ASSESLBLY. 


[5th Sept. 1928. 


No. of notices undei 
Section 34. 


Dates of original assessment iii ciises othel than neV cases. 


23id June 1&26, 21st Sep. 1926, 30th Sep. 1926, 28th Mav 

1925, 13th May 1926, 21st Aug. 1926, 18th Aug. 192^ 
25T.h June 1925. 26th Nov. 1925, 9th Aug. 1925, 21st Dec. 

1926, 10th Aug. 1925, 25th Aug. 1925, 2Sth Sep. 1926. 
21st Sep. 1926, 8th July 1925, 7th July 1924, 29th Aug. 
1924, 23rd April 1925, 3id Jan. 1925, 28th Jan. 1926. 
22nd Oct. 1924, 30th May 1925. 29th Oct. 1924. 


Siatefnent showing number of notices issued under section 3i during November, 

1926, to March, 1928, in Calcutta, 


No. of notices 
under Section 34. 


1214. 

(Including 621 new cases 
in which the Section 34 
assessments were the 
1st assessments). 


<! 


Dates of original assessment in cases other than new cases. 


22nd June 1925, 25th Nov. 1925,7th Sep. 1926, 25th Aug. 1925, 
6th Mar. 1927, 5th Mar. 1927, 3rd June 1927, 21st Aug. 

1925, 24th Feb. 1927, 23rd Oct. 1925, 24th Feb. 1927, 23rd 
Oct. 1925, 6th Nov. 1926, 20th May 1926, 3rd Sep. 1926, 
25th Sep. 1926, 12th June 1926, 10th Aug. 1927, 25th Mar, 
1928, 27th April 1927, 10th May 1927, 24th Aug. 1925, 
26th Aug. 1926, 19th May 1928, 18th June 1927, 15th Dec. 

1926, 9th Sep. 1926, 1st June 1927, 10th Mar. 1926, 22nd 
Dec. 1926, 17th Mar. 1927, 5th July 1926, 27th June 1927, 
28th Sep. 1926, 3rd Aug. 1926, 28th Jan. 1927, 25th July 

1927, 10th Nov. 1926, 25th June 1927, ISth Jan. 1928, 
25th Aug. 1926, 8th July 1926, 8th July 1926, 8th July 
1926, 10th Jiuie 1926, 22nd Jan. 1927, 14th Mar. 1927,6th 
June 1927, 27th June 1926, 29th May 1925, 24th June 1926, 
22nd Aug. 1926, 22nd Sep. 1926, 22nd Oct. 1926. 6th Aug. 

1925, 9th Dee. 1926, 26th Oct. 1925, 19th June 1927, 24th 
Jan. 1927, 24th Nov. 1926, 29th Jan. 1926, Sth Sep. 1926, 
12th Mar. 1927, 11th Mar. 1927, 16th Mar. 1927, 27th Aug. 

1926, 12th Mar. 1927, 29th Mar. 1927, 7th Mar. 1925, 9th 

June 1925, 3id Dec. 1926, Sth Sep. 1926, 31st Jan. 1926, 
9th Dec. 1925, 27th Sep. 1926, 16th July 1925, 11th Sep. 
1925, 14th Jan. 1927, Sth April 1927, 25th Jan. 1927, 29th 
June 1926, 15th Nov. 1927, 26th July 1926, 27th Sep. 1926, 

22nd Sep. 1926, 27th Oct. 1927, 2nd Sep. 1926, 31st June 

1927, 3rd Jan. 1928, 4th Jan. 1928, 5th Nov. 1927. 
21st Mar. 1928, 5th Nov. 1927, 21st Mar. 1928, 28th 
Sep. 1926, 28th Sep. 1926, 20th Dec. 1926, 16th Feb. 1928, 
22nd Feb. 1928, 24th Feb. 1928, 24th Feb. 1928, 25th Feb, 

1928, 29th Feb. 1928, Sth July 1926, 10th Mar. 1928, 6th 

June 1926. 22nd Mar. 1928, 9th Nov. 1928, 29th Oct. 1926, 

26th Mar. 1928, 28th Feb. 1927, 7th Jan. 1927, 26th Maj- 

1927, 26th May 1927, 22nd Nov. 1926, 9th Sep. 1925, 25th 
June 1927, 16th July 1927, 16th Mar. 1927, 2nd Sep. 1926, 
1st Dec. 1926, 18th Nov. 1926, 27th July 1926, 17th Jan. 
1927, 15th July 1927, 22nd Aug. 1926, 26th May 1927, 9th 
Feb. 1928, 13th Feb. 1928, 23rd Feb. 1928, 21st Sep. 1926, 
11th Mar. 1927, 15th Feb. 1927, 26th Sep. 1927, 29th May 
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No. of notices 
nnder Section 34. 


Dates of original assessment in cases other than new cases. 


1925, 27th Nov. 1925, 11th Aug. 1926, 20th March 1927,7th 
Nov. 1927, 29th Jan. 1927, 24th Mar. 1927, 15th Mar. 1927, 
30th Dec. 1925, 9th June 1927, 18th Sep. 1926, 23rd Feb. 
1927, 22nd Feb. 1927, 19th Jan. 1928, 31st Aug. 1926, 1st 
Feb. 1928, 20th Jan. 1926, 5th Sep. 1925, 14th Nov. 1923, 
-27th Nov. 1926, 20th Nov. 1926, 15th Sep. 1926, 26th Aug. 

1925, 26th Nov. 1926, 12th April 1927, 28th July 1927, 4th 
June 1927, 12th Jan. 1928, 17th Aug. 1927, 27th June 1927, 
23rd June 1926, 23rd June 1926, 31st May 1927, 26th Aug. 
1927, 22nd Sep. 1926, 12th Jan. 1928, 26th July 1926, 11th 
Aug. 1926, 10th Aug. 1926, 17th Dec. 1927, 28th Jan. 1927, 
27th July 1926, 10th July 1926, 28th May 1927, 3rd Aug. 

1926, 23rd June 1926, 23rd June 1926, 22nd June 1927, 
loth Aug. 1926, 9th July 1926, June 1923, July 1925, Oct. 

1925, Dec. 1925, Feb. 1926, Mar. 1926, May 1926, June 1926, 
Aug. 1926, Jan. 1927, Feb. 1927, June 1927, Feb. 1925, 
Jan. 1926, Feb. 1926, Aug. 1926, Sep. 1926, Nov. 1926, 
Deo. 26th, Jan. 1927, Mar. 1927, July 1927, Aug. 1927, 
Sep. 1927, March 1928, 18th Aug. 1926, 27th Sep. 1926, 
30th Oct. 1927, 6th Dec. 1926, 12th Nov. 1926, 27th Sep. 
1920, 6th Sep. 1920, 8th IMar. 1927, 28th Aug. 1926, 27th 
June 1926, 26th Oct. 1926, 12th Mar. 1927, 4th Oct. 1926, 
28th Jan. 1927, 7th Dec. 1926, 23rd Dec. 1920, 21st Sep. 

1926, 1st Sep. 1926, 29th Oct. 1926, 8th Sep. 1926, 23rd 
July 1926, 11th Aug. 1925, 24th June 1926. I4th Sep. 1920, 
18th Jan. 1927, 8th Nov. 1926, 28th Sep. 1927, 27th Sep. 
1926, 2l8t July 1927, 3rd Aug. 1926, 26th Aug. 1927, 29th 
Julv 1926, 23id Feb. 1927, lOtli July 1926, 13th Jan. 1927, 
26th Aug. 1927, 31st Aug. 1925, 2lst Sep. 1926, Sth Dec. 

- 1926, 25th Nov. 1926, 30th July 1925, 30th Nov. 1926, 
30th June 1926, 3rd Aug. 1925, 17th July 1925, 30th 
Jan, 1926, 24th July 1923, 29th Nov. 1920, 22nd 
June 1927,14th July 1927, 31st July 1926. 20th Aug. 1927, 
1th Jan. 1927, 21st Sep. 1926, 31st July 1920, 23id Aug. 
1926, 7th July 1926, 7tb July 1926, 20th Aug. 1920,16th 
Feb. 1927, 20th Aug. 1926, Sth Oct. 1926. 13th Oct. 192/, 
22nd Dec. 1926, 29th Nov, 1926, 8tli Sep. 1926, loth Oct. 

. . 1927, 29th Nov. 1926, 26th Oct. 1926, 29th Sep. 192/, 
20th Nov. 1920, 23id May 1927, Sth Oct. 1926, 27th .July 
1926, 31st Oct. 1927, 9th Feb. 1927, 14th Mar. 1927, 7th 
Sep. 1926, Sth Feb. 1927, 30th Oct. 1926, 3rd Jan. 192/, 
24 thAug. 1926,2IstSep. 1920, 25th Nor. 1926, 16th March 
' 1926, 15th July 1926, 31st Oct. 1925. 31st Aug. 1925, 28th 
Nov. 1925, 28th June 1926, 29th ,Tuly 1926. IJtb 
Sep. 192.5, 19th Nov. 1926, 5th Jan. 1926, ISth Scp. 
192.5. 27th Nov. 1926, .31st Aug. 1925, 10th Aug. I92.j, 
10th Sep. 1926, 22nd Nov. 1926, 6th Aug. 1926. 3id Aug. 
1926, 24tb Aug. 192.5. 21st June 1920,18th Nov. 1926. 12th. 
Aug. 1925, 16t)i .Tulv 1926, 10th June 1925, 18th Aug. 1926, 
31st Aug. 1926, 27th Aug. 1920, 26th July 1926, 16th July 
1920, 27th Julv 1926, 4th Aug. 1920, 2Cth Sep. 1927, 26th 
Aug. 1926. 27th Aug. 1927, 30th July 1927,21st Jan. 1927, 
30th Aug. 1927. .5th Oct. I92G. 28th Juno 1926, 2Cth Sep. 
1926, 9th Nov. 1927,18th Jan. 1927, 23rd Dec. 1925, 28th 
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No. of notices undei 
Section 34. 


Dates of original assessment in cases other than ne’n’ cases. 


Sep. 1926, 22nd Nov. 1926, 13th Aug. 1926, 13tb July 1927, 
18th Aug. 1926, 11th Sep. 1927, 4th Aug. 1927, 27th July 
1926, 28th Aug. 1926. 29th Oct. 1926, 28th July 1926, 
, 17th Nor. 1925, 18th Feb. 1926, 29th Aug. 1925, 28th 
Nov. 1925. 17tli July 1926, 22nd July 1927, 11th Jan. 1926, 
18th Nov. 1926, 6th Aug. 1926, 29th June 1927, 31st Aug. 
1926,28th Feb. 1927. 22nd Dec. 1925, 6th Dec. 1926, 10th 
Oct. 1925, 21st Aug. 1926, 30th July 1925, 5th Jan. 1925, 
30th Julj’ 1927,9th Oct. 1925, 27th Oct. 1926, 30th Sept, 

1926, 31st Jan. 1927. 2nd Aug. 1927, 9th Dec. 1926, 22nd 
Jan. 1927, 22nd JIaich 1927, 12th Nov. 1925, 20th July 

1927, 24th Sep. 1926, 30th Sept. 1926, 28th July 1926, 21st 
Dec. 1926, 30th Jan. 1926, 27th Sep. 1926, 5th Dec. 1925, 
7th Sept, 1926,2.jth Feb. 1927, 28th Dec. 1926, 11th March 
1927,14th Majch 1927, 24th Feb. 1927, ISth Nov. 1926, 18th 
Dec. 1926,4th Jan, 1927,15th March 1927,4th Aug. 1925,6th 
Aug. 1926. 6th Aug. 1926, 22nd March 1927, 13th Nov. 

1925, 16th July 1925, 12th Sep. 1927, 28th July 1927, 2l6t 
Dee. 1925, 27th Nov. 1926, 21st Dec. 1925, 27th Nov. 1926, 
21st Dec, 1926, 27th Nov. 1926, 3rd Aug. 1926, 4th Oct, 

1926, 6th Oct. 1927, 6th August 1926, 12th Nov. 1926, 28th 
July 1927> 6th Oct. 1926, 6th Jan, 1927, 29th March 1920, 
10th Aug. 1926, 14th July 1927, 1st Sep. 1926, 14th July 

1927, 19th Aug. 1926, 17th Nov. 1926, 16th March 
1926, 19th Nov. 1925, 22ud March 1926, 9th Sep. 

1925, 16th Feb, 1926, 10th Sep. 1926, 2nd Oct. 1926, 
11th June 1925,12th July 1926,25th Aug. 1926,7thDec. 1925, 
27th Jan. 1926, 12th July 1926, 22nd Feb. 1926, 22nd May 

1926, Slst Dec. 1926, 26th Jan. 1926, 31st May 1926, 15th 
Sep. 1926, 30th Nov. 1925, 28th Jan. 1926, 6th Feb. 1926, 
15th Aug. 1925, 3id Julv 1925, 29th June 1926, 20th JMy 

1925, 7th July 1925, 13th Feb. 1926, 7th July 1925, 22nd 
Maieh 1926, 24th Nov. 1925, 9th July 1926, 22nd March 

1926, 13th Aug. 1925, 14th Oct. 1925, 16th June 

1925, 18th Julv 1925, 25th July 1925, ISth Feb. 1926, 
24th Match 1926, 27th Jan. 1926, 25th Nov. 1926,14th Aug. 
192.5, 22nd Feb. 1927, 12tb Aug. 1925, 22nd Dec. 1926, 16th 
Nov. 1926, 30th Oct. 1926, 23rd June 1926, 13th June 1927, 
14th May 1927,30th Jvdy 1027,27th Aug. 1927,8th June 1927, 
22nd. Mar. 1927,12th Feb. 1927,29th Nov. 1926,14th March 
1927,23rd Aug. 1926, 8th Sep. 1927,16th Aug. 1927, 9th Nov. 

1927, 10th July 1925, 11th Nov. 1925, 12th Oct. 1926, 4th 
Feb. 1927, 28th March 1927, 19th May 1927, 21st May 1927, 
21st May 1927, 14th May 1927, 23rd July 1927, 26th Aug. 
1927, 7th Sep. 1927,19th Sep. 1927,22nd Sep. 1927,26th Sep. 

1927, 1st Nov, 1927,19th Nov. 1927,1st Dec. 1927, 10th Dec. 
1927,21stDec.l927,11th Jan. 1928,12th Jan. 1928,26th Jan. 

1928, 15th Feb. 1928,17th Feb. 1928, Ist March 1928, 7th 
March 1928, 7th March 1928, 10th March 1928, 10th March 

. 1928, 10th March 1928. 29th March 1928, 30th March 1228, 

30th March 1928, 30th March 1928, 27th June 1927, 
4th Sep. 1926, 6th Nov. 1926, 3rd Oct. 1926,17th Nov. 1926, 
10th Aug. 1926, 8th Jan. 1927, 4th June 1926, 16th Aug, 

1926, 17th June 1927, 23rd Nov. 1926, 17th June 1926, 
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jNo. of notices under 
Section 34. 


Dates of original assessment in cases oflier than new cases. 


17th Dec. 1926, 20th Aug. 1926, 9th Oct. 1926, 1st Sep. 
1927, 4th Aug. 1926, 1st Dec. 1926, 19th Nov. 1926, 4th 
Oct. 1926, 21st Sep. 1926, 20th Nov. 1926, 24th Nov. 1927. 
14th Sep. 1926, 22nd Feb. 1926, 3rd Dee. 1926, 29th Jan. 
1927, 22nd Oct. 1927, 19th Nov. 1927, 9th Aug. 1926, 22nd 
April 1927, 6th July 1926, 2,3rd Deo. 1926, 4th Jan. 1928, 
5th July 1926, 2Sth Sep. 1926, 11th March 1927, 14th 
Feb. 1927, 14th Feb. 1927, 11th Jan. 1927, 4th .June 1925, 
11th Dec. 1925, 20th July 1925, 3rd May 1926, 16th Sep. 

1925, 16th Feb. 1927, 10th Aug. 1926, 25th Aug..l92G, 15th 
March 1927, 29th June 1927, 19th Nov. 1927, 26th Aug. 

1926, 23rd Feb. 1927, 22nd Feb. 1927, 20th Dec. 1926, 
6th Aug. 1926, 23id June 1926, 17tb Sep. 1926, 9tb Aug. 
1926, 28th Sep. 1926, 28th Sep, 1926, 8th Aug. 1927, 19th 
Aug. 1926, 29th July 1926, 19th Nov. 1926,27th Aug. 1927, 
26th Dec. 1926, 18th Jon. 1927, 30tli July 1926, 26th June 
1925, 29th Nov. 1926, 9th Aug. 1926, 15th Sep. 1926, 6th 
Oct. 1926. 


Statement showing number of notices iincler section 34 issued, during September, 
1924 to February, 1925, in Calcutta. 


No. of notices issued 
under Section 34. 


Dates of original assessment in cases other than new cases. 


67. 

(Including 28 new cases 
in which the Section 34 
assessments were the 
Ist assessments.) 


26th Sep. 1924, 26th Sep. 1924, 22nd Nov. 1924, 9th Dec. 1924, 
25th Oct. 1924, Dec. 1924, 11th Nov. 1924, 20th Nov. 1924, 
30th Dec. 1924, 30th Sep. 1924, 29th Feb.1924, 17th Feb. 
1926, 26th Nov. 1924, 26th July 1923, 11th July 1923, 18th 
Nov. 1924, 13th Jan. 1925, 17th Jan. 1925,27th Feb. 1926, 
29tb Sep. 1924, 7th Nov. 1924, 22nd Nov. 1924, lOtb Dec. 
1924, 11th March 1925, 20th Jan. 1925, March 1924, 10th 
Sep. 1924, 17th Nov. 1924, 14th Nov. 1924, 5th March 1924, 
19th Nov. 1923, 26th Jan. 1924, 8th March 1924, 8th Jan. 
1924, 23rd Oct. 1924, 3rd Dec. 1924, 13th Jan. 1923, 23rd 
Feb. 1925, 27th Feb. 1925. 


6mNG OF Reasons for a Decision or an Assessment made by the Income- 

tax Officer. 

68. ’’'Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Do Government propose to restart 
the practice which had prevailed till recently in the Income-tax Department 
in Oalentta of giving reasons for a decision or for an assessment made by the 
Income-tax Officers in the copies of such ordei's or assessments supplied by 
that Department to the assessees ? 

(h) Are Government aware that copie.s of asse,ssment orders as are 
at present given contain ’certain figures only and not the reason.s for 
arriving at such figures of income ? If not, do Government propose to 
enquire if it is a fact ? 
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legislative 'assembly: . , [5th Sett. 1928. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra r (a) and (6). The' 
Hoiionrable Member is presumably referring .to‘assessments made under 
section 23 (4) of the Indian Ineome-tax Act, against which no appeal lies 
on the merits] In such cases the law does not require the'Thcdme-tax 
Officer, as it does in cases falling under, section 23 (3), to record a written 
assessment, order, and the Government understand that for the last two 
years—approximately—such, orders have, not been recorded in Calcutta. 
The Government are not prepared to impose on the Income-tax Officers an 
obligation that the Legislature have not thought it necessary to impose 
oh thein. Tn cases under sectioh‘23 (3) detailed assessment order.s are 
recorded. \ . : .'. :. , , . 

Appointment OP, Persons with ’JiiDicTAL Experience as Assistant 
Commissioners OF Income-tax. 

69. A.-H; Ghuznavi : Do Government propose to appoint 
■persons with sufficient judicial experience to the posts of Assistant Com¬ 
missioners of Inedihe-tax, as these officers are required to decide que.stions 
judicially ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The attention of the 
Hono-urable Member is invited to the speech made bj'^ the Honourable 
Mi*, a. C. MeWatters on this subject in the, Council of State on March 
10th, 1926, which represents the \’ieivs of the Government. He will there 
"see that as a'matter o"f fact at that time about ■3[4ths of the Assistant"Coni- 
missioners were officers jvith judicial,.experience. 

Pay of the Postmaster, Silchar. 

70. *Mr. ,Anwar-iil-Azim-,(1) AVill the Government be pleased to 

•lay-on the table the following information regarding the (1) Silchar Tele¬ 
graph Office, (;2) Silchar -Eecord . Office, ,and (3) Silchar Post Office, 
separately : . • . : 

(o) the pay, of the Telegraph Master, Head Eecord Clerk and Post- 

master-,at-Silchar-on the-l.st-April, 1928 ; 

(Zi) the total number of employees ulio are subordinate to the 
Telegraph'Master, the” Head Eecord ■'Clerk 'arid-'the Head 

; ,Po,stinaster, on-the 1st April, 1928 s;, .. • 

(c) the monthly average cash handled at the Telegraph Office, Head 

Eecord Office and the Head Post. Office daring 1927-28,; 

(d) the .monthly, average-receipt and .expenditure'-of -the cash ac- 

. count for which the (1) Telegraph Master,-.(2). Head E-ecord 
Clerk, and (3) Postmaster are responsibleand- . } 

(e) the total value of insured articles and 'V.."P. a,rticles. dealt with 

. Head Eecord Office and Post Office at Silchar separ¬ 
ately during 1927-28 ? ; . 
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^ '(2) Is It a iao.t-tliat the duties of the Postmaster at Silcliar are more' 

^spojjsible than those of the TelegrapJi Master and Head Eeeord Clerk at 
Hnchaj' ? ' au 


i(3) Jf so, will Groverhment be pleased to state the 
pay of the Postmaster, Silchar, is less than that of the Tele 
the Head Record Clerk at Silchar ? 


rea.sons why the 
graph Master or 


•11 : (1) A statement giving the information asked for 

will be furnished to the Honourable Member. 

(.2) No. 


(3) Does jaot arise. 

Crading op Postal Accountants. 


71. -Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Are the Government aware of the fact 
-that the Accountants attached to the Divisional offices of the Public Works 
Department in Assam are graded with those of the office of the Comptroller 
of Assam and that their posts are exchangeable ? If so, will Government 
he pleased to state whether they intend to introduce a similar procedure 
with regard to the Accountants of the Post Offices ? 


Mr. P. G. Rogers : The facts are as stated by the Honourable Member. 
Government do not propose to introduce a similar procedure in the Po.st 
'Office. 

1 

.Appointment op a Mussalman as Assistant Postmsatee General in the 

Bengal and Assam Circle . 

72. -Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Is it a fact that the post of a Superin¬ 
tendent of Post Offices has fallen vacant by the premature death of 
hloulvi Abdur Rohim, Assistant Postmaster General in the Bengal and 
Assam Circle ? If so, do Government propose to issue instructions to fill 
up the vacancy by a member of the Mussalman community ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : Sir, as questions numbers 72, 

73. 75, 78 and 201, all turn on the same point, I propose with your permis¬ 
sion to deal with them together.' Each question contains tlie suggestion 
that in connection with promotions Avitliin tlie Posts and Telegraphs De¬ 
partment a certain reservation .should he made in favour of menihcr.s of 
the Muslim community. As lias already been stated on behalf of Govezm- 
ment on more than one occasion, in making promotions from a lower to 
a higher grade of the department the guiding principle is efficiency. The 
representation of minority communities is secured by the reservation of 
vacancies for direct recruitment and Government are not prepared to give 
'Weight to communal considerations when it is' a question of making pro¬ 
motions. In these circumstances it docs not appear that any useful 
-purpose would be served by the collection of all the particulars asked for 
by the Honourable Member in connection with some of these questions. 
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[Sth Seft. 1928, 


Recruitment oeMussaemae Graduates m the Clerical Cadre of the 

Post. Office. 

t 73. ■•'■Mr. Anwar-iil-Azim ; (i) 'With reference to my starred ques¬ 
tion No'. 29,1 put on the 24th February, 1928, 'vviil the Government be pleased 
to state -whether it is a fact that the ofScials who had passed the Inspector 
and Head Clerks’ examination are exempted from the Selection Grade 
examination ? 

(n) If so, do Government propose to furnish a statement showing the- 
number of graduates and non-graduates separately under (a) Hindus, 
(&) Mussalmans, and (c) others separately Circle by Circle -who will be 
eligible for appointment in the newly created Selection Grade and also the 
number of graduates 'and I. A. ’s in each community ? 

(Hi) Do Government propose to take any special action to have a 
greater number of Mussalman candidates for the Selection Grade appoint¬ 
ments ? 

(iv) If so, will Government plea.se state the nature of the action 
proposed to be taken ? Will the Government be pleased to state the number 
of graduates and non-graduates of departmental officials separately who 
have passed the examination for the appointment of Superintendent of 
Post Offices [(a) Hindus, (b) Mussalmans, and (,c) others should be shown 
separately] ? 

(v) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a .statement show¬ 
ing the number of graduate clerks, (a) Hindus, (b) hlussabnans, and 
(o) others Circle by Circle in the Department on the 1st June, 1928 ? 

(vi) If the number of Mussalman graduates is found less than that of 

the other communities, do Government propose to take any special action 
for the recruitment of hlussalman graduates in the clerical cadre i ff so 
what ? ' ■ 


Number of Appointments filled up by Mussalmans in the Posts and 
Telegraph Departments in 1927-28. 

74. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Asim : With reference to my starred question 
No. 292 asked on the 24th February, 1928, will Government be pleased to 
furnish a statement showing the number of fresh appointments made 
cluring 1927-28 by each of the officers who are empowered to fill up ap- 
pomtments and the number of appointments filled up by Mussalmans in 
the Po.sts and Telegraph Departments separately (-the number of graduates 
and non-graduate.s, Mussalmans and Hindus, should be shown separately) ? 

Honotuable Mr. A. C. McWatters ; The information asked for 
by the Honourable Member is being collected and will be supplied to him. 

Appointment of Mus,SAL]\tANs as Probationary Superintendents of Post 
' Offices. 

Nn <3 : With reference to my starred questions 

to -take any «peeiffi^ action tn^ h March, 1928, do Government propose 
anj ..peeial action to b ring the number of Mussalmans to the 

iEor aTisTv-er to this question, see aiiswer to q^stion No. 72. ' ---- 
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required number on the waiting list ? If so, wbat ? Will the Government 
be pleased to state why tbe required number of Mussalmans were not 
selected to appear at tlie examination ? Is there any order as to what 
portion of Superintendents posts should go to Mussalmans ? If not, do 
Government propose to fix it now in order to prevent the preponderance of 
any one community or class in these appointments ? Do Government pro¬ 
pose to issue orders to hold future examinations exclusively for Mussalmans 
or to reserve the future vacancies of Probatiouai-y Superintendents for 
Mussalmans in order to give the community their proper share in the-e 
services ? If not, why ? 

Orders issued by the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs 

REGARDING hllNORITY COMMUNITIES. 


, 76. -''Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : With reference to unstarred question 

No. 281 asked by Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan on the 7th March, 
1928, will Government be pleased to state why other services such as tele¬ 
graphists, overseers, postmen and menials, etc., of the Posts and Telegraph 
Departments were not mentioned in the orders of the Director General of 
Posts and Te]e.graphs, G. I. No. A M.-516jl2|27, dated the 22nd November 
1927, referred to in the reply ? Do the Government consider it necessary to 
instruct the Director General to issue immediate similar oi'ders in respect of 
other services under him ? If not, why ? 

The Honourable Mr. A, 0 . McWatters : Other grades are being dealt 
with by the issue of separate orders. The orders of the Director-General 
referred to by the Honourable Member, dealt with the clerical staff only. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Sir, I wanted to put my supplementary question to 
the previous reply, and I suppose under the standing Rules and Orders 
I am entitled to do so. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is entitled to put a supple¬ 
mentary question to the last reply. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : I stood up before that. 

Mr. President : The Honoui'able Member was a little too late. Maulvi 
Muliammad Yakub. 

Mr. K. Aimed ; I rise on a point of order, Sir. I submit that the 
Chair must allow' me the privilege of a Member of this House of ])uUiug 
a question when 1 am entitled to do so. 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member desire to ask any sup¬ 
plementary question on the last reply ? 

Mx. K. Ahmed : The previous questions wmre answ’erecl at oKo stretch 
without being put by the questioner. Does tliat mean that .supple 
mentaries are to be shut out. 


Mr. President ; Maulvi Muhammad Yalnib. 
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t77. ' . - ' 

- ! 

Oradjt to the Muslims oe theib proper Share of Posts op gazetted Post- 

■ MASTERS. 

J78. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Will Govermneut be pleased to state 
the number of (1) Muslim, (2) Hindu, and (3) others gazetted Post¬ 
masters, Circle by Circle ? 


(6) Ts it a fact that the posts of gazetted Postmasters are filled 
up by selection ? If so, why was the proper share not given to the Muslim 
.community ? 


(c) Is it a fact that 17 posts are going to be raised to the rank of 
gazetted Postmasters f If so, do the Government propose to reserve at 
least half of these posts for the members of the Muslim community ? If 
not, why ? 

! 

t79. 

t 80 . 

Promotion op Guards in the Moradabad Circle. 

81. *Maiilvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Is it a fact that certain Mus¬ 
lim and Anglo-Indian railway guards, in C. and D. grades, wall shortly 
be retiring from Moradabad Circle ? 

(b) Is it also a fact that,certain outsiders have been imported by 
the Moradabad D. S. and they have been temporarily appointed in order- 
to deprive the local guards of their promotion wdien the vacancies actually 
(Occur ? 

(c) Do Government propose to make an immediate enquiry into the 
matter and see that local guards are not deprived of their w'ell earned 
promotion ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No. 

(b) 11 temporary guards have been appointed by the Divisional 
Superintendent, Moradabad, since 8th December 1927. These men have 
not been appointed to deprive any guard of promotion. 

(c) No. 

Employment op Railway Menial Staff by the Assistant Superintendent^ 
Power House, Moradabad, on his Private Work. 

82. “'Maulvl Muhammad Yakub : Are Government aware that there 
IS a general complaint against the Assistant Superintendent, Power House, 
^loraclabad, of taking private service from the railway menial staff of the 
Docomot^e Shed, j\Ioradahad ? What action, if any, was taken against the 
ofneer cmieerned ? 


see ttie end of questions, 
e lo tins question, see answer to question No. 72 . 
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Alleged Misuse oe Government Stores by the Char'gEmen,- B^lectric 
, . Power House, Chandausi,_ and the Running Shed Foreman, Shah* 

JAHANPORE. 

83. -Maulvi Bluhammad Yakub : (a) Are Government aware that 
cases of the misuse of Government stores were reported against the' 
Chargeman, Electric Power House, Chandausi, and the Running Shed 
Foreman, Shahjahanpore ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state ■what action, if any, was 
taken against the officers concerned ? 

Mr. A. A. L Parsons : With your permission, Sir, 1 propose to answer 
questions Nos. 82 and 83 together. The Railway Board under¬ 
stand that certain representations on these matters have been made to 
the Agent, Bast Indian Railwaj', and as he is quite competent to deal 
with them, the Rail-way Board do not propose to take any action. 

Mauivi Muhammad Yakub : If the Agents do not take any^ action in 
these matters, what is the remedy of the persons who suffer 1 

Mx. A. A. L. Parsons : The Agent is the final authority in these 
matters. 

Maul-vi Muhammad Yakub : What is the Railway Board tlien consti¬ 
tuted for ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; To be the final authority in those matters which 
are not delegated to Agents. 

iiieutenant-Colonel H. A. J'. Gidney ; Is it or is it not a fact that when 
such matters come to the notice of the Railway Board from the Agents 
that it is the duty of the Railway Board to make enquiries and adjudi¬ 
cate ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir. ‘ 

Lieutenant-Colonel K. A. J. Gidney : I ask again what is the use of 
the Raihvay Board, Sir. 

Mauivi Muhammad Yakub : Have not the Railway Board re.served 
any authority for themselves ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; The position is that in certain matters aiipeal 
or review lies to or with the authorit 3 ' next above either the appointing 
authority or the authority who took a particular action. If that authoritj' 
is, say, the Divisional Superintendent at Moradabad, the appeal would 
ordinarily lie only to the Agent and not to the Railway Board, and as a 
matter of administration the Railway” Board do not ordinarily interfere 
with the decision of Agents in matters of this kind. 

Maul-vi Muhammad Yakub : Then are we to understand that the 
Agents are not subordinate to the Raihvay Board ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir. You are not to understand that. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May T ask whether it is permitted by the Railway 
Board that raihvay servants can utilise menials for their private pur¬ 
poses ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir ; it is not tlie -opinion of tlie Railway 
Board that subordinate or other officers should be permitted to utilise 
menials paid from Railway revenues for their private service, but it is a 
matter which the Agent of the Railway is jjerfectly competent to deal 
with and to stop. 

The Revd. J. C. Chatterjee t It is one of the matters of principle that 
subordinates and officers should not utilise menials for their private work. 
Is it not more a matter of principle than a small matter of procedure ? 

Mr. President : It is a question of opinion. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Is the Honourable Member aware that he is repre¬ 
senting the Railway Department here and that he has to an»wer any ques¬ 
tion put by a Member, and be responsible, 

Iflr. A. A. L. Parsons : I appear to have been answering a good many 
questions. 

Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney ; Does the Railway Board consider 
Railway Agents to be infallible ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; No, Sir. The Railway Board consider no one, 
not even themselves, infallible. 

Abolition of the Post of Second Gttabd on the East Indian Railway. 

5 

64. =^Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Are Government aware that 
the East Indian Railway lias abolished the ]iost of second guards on all 
trains as a result of which the safety of the travellins public is in danger 
and several eases of accidents to passengers have occurred ? 

(5) Do Government propose to direct the revival of the post of second 
guards as they are employed on other Railways ” 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons t Government are aware that the posts of 
second guards have been abolished on the Ea.st Indian Railway ; they 
do not agree that the abolition has had the effect suggested by the 
Honourable Member, i may inform him that one of the duties imposed 
upon the Crew staff is to see that pa.ssengers ai'e comfortably accommo¬ 
dated and the Agent reports that as a result the position is quite satis¬ 
factory. Government do not therefore propose to direct the revival of 
the posts of second guards. 

Number OF Hindus AND Mussalmans in the Divisional Superintendent’s 
Office, Moradabad, East Indian Railway. 

85. '■'Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Will the Government be pleased 
to state how many Brahmins, how many other Hindus and liow manv 
Mns'salmans there are in the Divisional Superintendent’s Office. East Indian 
Raihvay, Moradabad, and how many Brahmins, how man.v Hindus and 
how many JIussalmans got promotions and allowances and of what amount 
during the last two years ? 
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Utr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government regret that, as has previously 
hcen explained in this House, they are not prepared to supplement the 
figures with.regard to communal rei)resentation'given in Appendix F 
in Yolume I and Appendix C in Volume II of the Report on Indian Rail¬ 
ways for 1926-27 by details for individual offices or appointments.' 
Tlxeir objection applies equally to the supply of information as to promo¬ 
tions and allowances by communities in individual offices. 

Kumar Ganganarid Sinha ; May I know, Sir, whether Brahmins are 
or are not classed under Hindus ? 

Mr. A. A. I», Parsons ; I presume so, Sir. 

. .Mr, President: I have been informed by Mr. Kelkar that he has 
authorised Mr. Belvi to put his questions. Has the Honourable Member 
authority to put those questions ? 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. President : Mr. Belvi. 

Railways purchased at a Price determined otherwise than as aIVIul- 

TIPLE OF THEIR AVERAGE NeT EaRNINGS. 

86. *Mr. D, V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : Will Govern¬ 
ment kindly state which of the following 19 Railways were purchased at 
a price determined otherwise than as a multiple of their average net 
earnings : • . ' 

(1) Bengal Central. 

‘ (2) Bombay, Baroda and Central India. ■ ■ 

(3) Bralunaputra Sultanpur. 

(4) Delhi Umhalla Kalka. . - 

(5) Deoghur. 

(6) Eastern Bengal. 

(7) Great Indian Peninsula. 

(8) East Indian. 

(9) Kalka Simla. 

(10) Mymensingh Jamalpur Jagannathganj, 

(11) Madras. 

(12) Nilgiri. 

(13) Noakhali (Bengal). 

(14) Oudli and Rohilkhand. 

(15) Ranaghat Krisnagar. 

(16) Scinde, Punjab and Delhi. 

(17) Segowly Raxaul. 

(18) South Indian. 

(19) Tarkessur. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am having the information, which involves 
a research into papers of. the seventies, exhumed and will .send it to the 
Honourable Meir’-'"” is readv 
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Branch Lines. ’ 

, . - - ( 

87. ’‘Mr. D. V. Belvi (on beLalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : Will GoverH' 
nient kindly lay on the table a statement for the year 1926-27 showing the 
branch lines built under Government of India, Railway Department 
Resolution No. 2131-P. of February 19, 1925, with their gross earnings, 
working expenses, net earnings or deficits, and the amounts received 
against the deficits from Local Governments or local authorities ? 

IMr.’A. A. L. Parsons : I lay on the table a statement giving the in^ 
formation required. 


STATEMENT. 


The only line for nhich a guarantee from a Local Goveinnient vas due for the - 
full peiiod of yeai 1920-27 is the Moulniein-Ve Raih\aY in Burma. The figures required 
hy the Honouiablc Meinbei are given below : 


Es. 

(1) Gross earnings (including extra traffic on the Main Line) .. 5,00,722 

(2) Working expenses (including hire for rolling stock) .. 3,31,478 

(3) Net earnings . 1,69,244 

(4) Interest on Capital . .. .. .. 5,67,177 

(5) Guarantee payable by the Govci'ninent of Emma .. 3,97,933 


Total amount of Reduction in Stores Balance for the Quinquenniuae 

ENDING March 31, 1927. 

88. "'-Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar): Will Government 
kindly lay on the table a statement showing for the quinquennium ending 
March 31, 1927, the total amount of reduction in Stores balance ; amount 
due to scrapping, or sale as scrap, of stores, machinery, etc. ; amount due 
to sale of old stores, machinery, etc., as secondhand ; and amount due to 
mere adjustment in Stores accounts V 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am sending the Honourable Member a state¬ 
ment giving whatever information it has been possible to collect. It 
has not been possible to obtain figures for five years from all railways. 

Adoption on Indian Railways of the Laycock type of Automatic 
Coupler in use of South African Railavays. 

89. =^Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : Have Govern¬ 
ment considered the question of adoption on Indian Railways of the 
Laycock type of automatic coupler (central) in use on the South African 
Railways ; and if so, in tvhat respects has it been found nnsnitable for 
adoption in India ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : TEe anstver to the first part of the question is* 
in the negative. .In fact Government are not atvare of the existence of 
an automatic coupler of this name, and will be very glad if tbe Honour¬ 
able Member can put them in the tvay of obtaining designs of it. 

Omission from Volume. II op the^jRailavay Administration Report of 
the Transactions of the Fine Funds. .j 

90. -MT.'D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : Are Govern¬ 
ment aware that a statement showing the transactions of the Fine Funds 
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used to be incorporated in Volume II of the Baihvay- Administration Report 
up to 1921-22 and that it has been omitted from subsequent reports; if so, will 
Government kindly state the reasons which led to its omission ? ' 

, ...Mr. ;A. A. L., Parsons’: The statement showing the transaction, of 
■the Bine Funds was omitted on the. recommendation of the Committee for 
the revision of .statistics on Indian Railways. The reasons. which they 
gave for proposing the omission ivere that these statistics have no direct 
bearing’upon the working of railway^ 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask ivhether the Pines Fund is administered 
by the railway authorities, and if anyone wants to know how the fund 
is being administered, where is he to get that information from ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : If I am right. Sir, the Honourable ]\Iembef 
■ will succeed in extracting that information from me in repl}' to a ques¬ 
tion which.he has on the paper later on. 

Statement SHOtviNG Railways ivhich were under Construction at the 
. beginning oe 1922-23 from State Funds. 

91. *Mr. D. V- Belvi (oh behalf of Mr. N, C. Kelkar) : Vill Government 
kindly lay oh the table a statement showing rail-v\'a 3 "s which were mider 
construction at the beginning of 1922-23 from State funds and the outlay 
incurred on them during the period 1922-23 to 1926-27 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The information asked for is being obtained 
and will be furnished to the Honourable Member on receipt. 

Extension op the Lee Concessions to the Employees op the Company- 

managHd. Railways, 

92. *Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : ’Will Government 
•kindly lay on the table a copj”^ of the correspondence which has passed 
betw'een the Government of India and the Secretary of State for India 
on the sub,ieet of .the extension of the Lee concessions to the emploj^ees of 
the Companj^-worked Railways ? 

' Mr. -A. A. L. Parsons : Government regret that they axu not pre¬ 
pared to lay this correspondence on the table. 

Making op special yearly Payments into the Depreciation Fotcd. 

93. ^Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar): Have Government 

considered the question of making special yearly pajunents into the Depre¬ 
ciation Fund against past arrears of depreciation, in addition to the paj’- 
ments that are at present being made into it against current depreciation 
if so, what are the difficulties which make such special pajTuents’ undesirable 
or impracticable ? . . 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : It has not been nece-ssarj^ to consider the 
question since, in spite, of ,hcovy pajunents from the Depreciation Fund 
in the last four jmars, a balance of about nine crores has been built up 
in the Fund. 

L73LA 
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BArLWAYS CONSTRnCTEb . OR-. SA3fCTrOSrED FOR " CpNBTRUCTION , IfUBING THE 
• '■ years 1922-23 TO 1926-27 FOR THE OPENING OF NEW CoALPIELpS, ETC.' 

94. *Mr’ !)• V. Bei\ri (on behalf of Mr. N. C. KeUiar) : Will Government 
kindly lay on the table a statement showing railways constructed or sanc¬ 
tioned for construction during the years 1922-23 to 1926-27 for the opening 
up of new coalhelds and the outlay incurred: on'them during that period ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : A statement giving the information required 
is laid on the table. 


’ statement shotoing railways constructed or sanctioned for construction during the 
years 1922-23 to 192G - 2'i for the opening of new coalfields and the outlay incurred on 
them during that period . 

Name of railway . ’ " Outlay inourred up to 

■ ■ ' ■ Slst March- 1927:- 

sv e 

; • 1. Talchar Coalfield . 

2. Kedla Branch 


Ks. 

93,90,579 

30,4C0 


3. Angada Branch 
4- Barkaldjana Chandil 

5 . .Bermo Duneya Section of Bokaro Eamgarh Extension 

6. South Karanpura Coalfields ... 

7. ,Kasta Coalfields •. .. 

S . Anuppur-Kariniati section (C. I. C. Ry.) .. 


3,63,518 

1,67,27,826 

48,06,775 

40,01,247 

25,98,335 

36,18,664 


fl. Daltongunj-Barkakhana Section (Central Indian Coalfields 

Railway) including Bhurkunda Siding .. .. 70,23,112 

io. Chitmiri and .Thagrakhand Sidings (Central Indian Coal¬ 
fields Railway) .. .. .. .. 23,048 


Crediting to the Railway Revenue Receipts of the Interest on the 

Reserve Fund of Indian Railways. 

95. *Mr. D- V- Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) Will Government 
kindly state why interest on the Reserve Fund of Indian Railways is credited 
.to the Railway revenue receipts instead of to the Reserve Fund itself as is 
done in the Belgian State Railways—tn’de paragraph 5 . at page 18 of 
Annexure 1 to the Proceedings of the Standing Finance Committee for 
Railways, YMunie II, No. 1 ? 

Mk. A. A. L. Parsons : The course at present adopted is in accord¬ 
ance with the terms of the convention under which the Assembly .agreed 
to the separation of railway from general finances, and it is for this rea¬ 
son that it has been adopted. 

Number and Cost,op Locomotives debited to the Depreciation Fund, etc. 

96. *Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : With reference 

to the answer given on 28th ]\Iarch 1927 to starred question No. .1276 will 
Government kindly S;tate the nuniber and.cost of locomotives debited to the 
Depreciation Fund and the amount,of .the sale proceeds credited to Revenue 
and quote reference to the specific Rules in Annexure B,'Volume I No 1 
of the Proceedings of the Standing Finance Committee for Railways ? ’ 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


185 


Sir. A. A, L. Parsons ; The humher debited to the Depreciation 
, Fund was 101, and the cost sixty lakhs thirty-one thousand rupees, and 
the sale proceeds credited to Revenue thirty-four lakhs seventy-nine 
thousand rupees. The relevant rules are 3 (h) and 6. 

Amount of the Depreciation Fund that should have been built up 
PROM THE Revenues of past years, etc. 

97. "Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. 0. Kelkar) : With reference 
to the answer given on 28th March 1927 to stan-ed question No. 1269, do 
Government propose to ascertain the amount of the Depreciation Reserve 
that should have been built up from the revenues of past years but is not at 
present accumulating in the Depreciation Fund ; and if not, why not ? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : The answer to the first part of the question is 
in the negative, and to the second, that Government do nob consider that 
any practical benefit would be obtained from the lengthy and laborious 
investigation suggested. 

Relief to the Capital Account op the Sum spent on Abandoned 

Railway Projects. 

98. "Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : With reference 
to the answer given on 28th Mai-ch 1927, to starred question No. 1272, will 
Government kindly state when they propose to relieve the capital account 
of the amount of Rs. 32,86,316 spent on abandoned projects ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : There is no immediate proposal to this effect. 

Number op Vehicles condemned but not yet replaced on the North 

Western Railway. 

99. *Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : With reference 
to the remarks ‘ ‘ Excludes veliicles condemned but not yet replaced ’ ’ 
occurring at the foot of page 82 of the Railway Administration Report for 
1925-26, Volume II, will Government kindly state what is the number of such 
wagons on the North Western Railway and whether their cost is still 
standing at the debit of the capital account, and if so, Avhy ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; The number at the close of I'he financial 3 'ear 
1925-26 was 1,147. 1,004 have since been replaced, and it is projmsed to 
replace the balance of 143 in 1929-30. The cost on account of these 143 
vehicles still remaining at debit to capital is, in round figures, Rs. 3,90,000. 

It will be written back when they are replaced. 

Duties AND Qualifications op the Financial Commissioner of Railways. 

100. ^Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : Will Govern¬ 
ment kindly state: 

(a) the duties and qualifications required of the Financial Commis¬ 
sioner of Railways. 

(Z») his position vis a vis the Finance Department on the one hand 
and the Railwaj’' Department on the other, 

(c) whether an attempt was made to secure the services of a non¬ 
service Indian for the post when it last fell vacant ? 

b2 
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The Honourable Sir George Eainy : (a) and (6). The - Financial 
Commissioner of Kaihvays is an oiBcer of tlie Railway Department of the 
Government of India and is one of the four officials who constitute the 
Ilaihvay Board. Subject to the control of the Finance Member of Ilis Ex¬ 
cellency the Governor General’s Council, to whom he has the right of 
access, he exercises the full pow'ers of the Government of India with re¬ 
gard to railway expenditure. It is part of his duties to see that railway 
matters likely to affect the general finances of India are brought to the 
attention of the Finance Department. 

(c) No. 

Maintenance op separate Capital and Revenue Accounts for Branch 

Lines. . - 

101. *Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of iNIr. N. C. Kelkar) : Will Govern¬ 
ment kindly state whether separate Capital and Revenue Aecotints are main¬ 
tained for branch lines built as remunerative propositions, and if not, why 
not ? . 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : When branch lines are built as integral parts 
of the main line, no separate Capital and Revenue Accounts arc main¬ 
tained for them. But instructions have been issued that a statement com¬ 
paring the actual earnings derived from a new branch line yearly till the 
fifth financial'year after opening, with the estimate in tlie Traffic Report, 
should be submitted to tlie Railway Board. ; 

• - ■ Anticipated Returns on new Railw.iy Lines. 

102. “i-Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) ; With reference 
to ,the statement.made by Mr. A. A. L. Parsons at page 12S0 of the Legis¬ 
lative' Assembly Debates, Volume IS, will Govcnimcnt kindly state whether 
they have since considered the question of devising a system by which to 
ascertain how far the anticipated return on new lines "at the "end of the 
assumed period has been realized at the end of that period ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Yes. 


Criterion laid down by the Secretary op State for a productive 
■ < , Railway, etc. , - 


103. s'Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. G. Kelkar) : With reference 
to the criterion laid down by the Secretary of State for India for a pro¬ 
ductive-railway that the project should be'one which is estimated to yield 
a return within a maximum period of five years of 4 per cent, per annum 
on ihe capital invested including therein among others all arrears of simple 
- interest incurred up to that date, will Government kindly state eate- 
. -ygally : - ‘ - 



what is the maximum period adopted at present ; 
what is the percentage aimed at; and 

whether arrears of simple interest ineun’ed up to the date of the 

'^nd of the maximum period is taken into aecount iit arrivinfir 
^t the stipulated, return ? 
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, j,Mr.-A. A, L, Parsons (c) In determining wlietlier anv new exten¬ 
sion'should.be taken up,'we now-gen'eraliy'consider tlie i-eturn likelv to be 
obtained immediately after opening and intke sixth year after opening. 

(&) The percentage at which it appears likely that the Government of 
India can borrow' during the period in which the money w'ill be spent. 

^ io) No. We nsuallj'add interest during the construction period to the 
estimated capital expenditure for the purpose of determining die financial 
prospects of the new construction, but not interest for the further period up 
.to the time w'hen traffic on the 'extension iL expected to have been fully 
developed. 

> 

(Amount of the Capital at charge on State Railways at the end of 1926- 

27, etc. 

104. 'Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : Will Govern¬ 
ment kindty state : ’ ■ < < 

(a) the amount of the capital at charge on State Railways at the 
end of 1926-27; 

, (h) the amount included in (a) but not bearing interest; and 

(c) the sources from which the amount in (h) was obtained i 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I would refer the Honourable Member to 
■Account No. 25 of ‘the Finance and Revenue Accounts for 1926-27 wdiich 
gives full information on the sub.ieet. 

Reduction of the Capital Costs of the Mohpani Colliery. 

105. ^Mr. D. V. Belvi (on liehalf of hlr. N. C. Kelkar) : Will Govern¬ 

ment kindly .state the reasons for the reduction of the capital costs of 
•Mohpani Colliery from 10,29,370 at the end of 1910-20 to 8,13,981 at the 
;,end of 1925-26 ? ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Pa rsons : The Honourable Member is referred to the 
remarks against Mohpani Colliery in Column 17 of Appendix B of the 
Report by the Railway Board for 1926-27. 

Manufacture in India of Articles in Common Use on Railw'ays. 

106. *iyrr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : With reference 
to the question of the manufacture in India of articles in, common use on 
Rail'ways •vxdiicli was referred to the Tariff Board as far back as ]\Iarch 
1925, have Government ascertained what is delaying the submission of the 
Board’s Report, and if so, -what are the reasons '? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; The report lias been received. 
It is included in t^oluine IHII of the Statutory Enquiry into tlie steel 
industry, of which the Honourable Member has been supplied with a 
copy. 

Number of Wagons and Coaches on the Bengal Nagpur Railw'ay await¬ 
ing Renewal on the 31st March 1927. 

•107. '^Mr. D, V. Bel-vi (on behalf of iifrl N.* G. Kelkar) : Will Govern¬ 
ment he pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, by types or classes, 
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ilie ntimber of ^vagons and coaches on the Bengal Nagpur'Raihvaj' a'Vi'aiting 
renewal on 31st March 1927 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am sending the Honourable Member a state¬ 
ment giying him the information •which he requires. 


Allowance fob the Use made by the new Branch Lines of the Rolling 

Stock of the Main Lines, 

108. =5'Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : With reference 
to the statement made by Mr. A. A. L. Parsons at page 1261 of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly Debates, Volume IX, in which it is stated that an allowance 
of 5 per cent, of gross earnings is made for the use made by the new branch 
lines of the rolling stock of the main lines, will Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the percentage was fixed at a time when the 
ratio of working expenses to gross earnings was very much lower than at 
present ; and if so, have Government made any enquiries into the .sufficiency 
of the allowance under the altered conditions ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; The percentage is of very old standing. 
Government have not made an 3 ' recent enquiry’ into the suffieiencj' of the 
allowance, but have no reason to believe that as an all-round rate it is 
inadequate. 


Description by Sir Charles Innes of Travel on the Inbi.vn Railways as 
THE Cheapest Travel in the World. 


109. *Mr. D, V. Beltd (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : With reference 
to the following extract from the Railway ^Member’s speech at page 1427 
of the Legislative Assemblj' Debates, Volume IX : 

“ But the fact remains and cannot be refuted, that ti'avcl on the 
Indian Railwaj’s is the cheapest travel in the world. I have the 
figures here and as I think thej’^ will prove of interest to the 
House, I shall read them out. 

Average rate per passenger per mile in : 


Norway’ 
U. S. A. 

Sweden 
England 
Prance 
J apan 
India 


Pies. 

16.3& 

15.58 

12.6 

9.22 

7.14 

5.21 

3.73 


are Government aware that the loivcsf fare is not necessarily the cheapest 
fare 1 If so, will thej'- kindh’- laj’ on the table any information which 
may be m their possession to show that the average rate of 3.73 pies in 
India is not only the lowest but also the cheapest in the world ? 

- Mr. A., A. L. Parsons : I regret that I am unable to argue with the 
Honourable Member whether the adjective “ cheap ” has the particular 
comparative meaning which he appears to suggest, nor am I in a position 
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to make-the suggested comparison. I notice, however,, that Dr. Webster 
gives as one of the definitions of “ cheap “ at a price as low or lower 
than the usual price of the article or commodity, or at a price less than 
the real value ”. It is no doubt in both of these senses that Sir Charles 
Innes described travel on the Indian Eailways as the cheapest travel in 
the world. 

Total Amount debited to the Capital Account on account oe Expendi¬ 
ture ON Surveys op New Lines forming part of a State-worked 

Kailway. 

110. ^Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : WiU Govern-^ 
ment kindly state approximately the total amount debited to the Capital 
Account to the end of 1926-27 without financial adjustment on account of 
expenditure on surv^eys of new lines forming part of a State-worked 
Kailway ? . 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : About' 7 l|3rd lakhs. 

Policy of the So Jth African Government regarding the Purchase of 

Railway Materials. 

111. ^'Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : Are Govern¬ 
ment aware that the policy of the South African Raihvaj's administration 
is to purchase as much material as possible in South Africa,'and a preference 
of 5 per cent, is given in favour of the South African* manufactured 
articles ? If so, have Government considered the question of adopting a 
similar policy on Indian Railwaj^s 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The answer to the first part of the question 
is in the affirmative, except that Government understand that the pre¬ 
ference is 10 per cent, where the raw materials are entirely or mainly 
produced within the Union. The question whether a similar policy 
should be adopted for India was recently considered in connection with 
the reAosion of the Stores Purchase Rules. 

Free Luggage Allowance granted to adult Third Class Passengers on 

THE South African Railways. 

112. -••Mr. D. V. Belvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : Are Govern¬ 
ment aware that on the South African Railways each adult third class 
passenger is allowed to have 50 lbs. luggage free of charge ? If so, 
have Government considered the question of adopting a similar allow¬ 
ance on the Indian Railways ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government are not aware what the free allow¬ 
ance is on the Bouth African Railways. They do not propose' to i-aise 
the present allowance on State-managed Railwaj’S which is 15 seer.s or about 
30 lbs. in addition to bedding and other small articles. 

Control of R.ailway Police on the South African Railways. 

313. ’■’Mr. D. V- Bel-vi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) ; Is it a fact that 
the control of the Railway Police in South African Railways is vested in the 
General Idanager of the South African Railways ? If so, have Government 
considered the question of placing the Railway Police in India under the 
cintrol of the Railway Board ? 
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The Honoufahle Mr. J. Crerair : 1 regret that i'cainiol unrlcrtake to 
answer as regards the control ef Railway Police on South African Rail¬ 
ways. The Railway Police in India were originally controlled by the 
railway authorities, but the system did not prove satisfactory and was 
abandoned'. Government ai’e'not considering any change from the exist¬ 
ing system of control. 

Supply to I^'DIAI^ Railways peek of charge of Coal from State-owyed' 

jMixes. 

114. *Mr. D. V. Eelvi (on Itehalf of Mr. X. C. Kelkar) : With refer¬ 
ence to Earl Wiutcrton's .statement in reply to a question in the House of 
Commons last April, that many of the Slate-owned mines in India supplied 
coal to Railways whieli wa.s not charged for, will Government kindly specify 
the mine.s and the railways in question and slate the cireumslance.s in which 
no charge is made to I’ailways for coal supply from >Statc-owned mine.s ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am not aware that any State-owned mines 
in India supply coal to Railway.s tvliich i.s not charged for. 

Wp 

Concessions granted to Military Officers by Railways. 

115. ''Mr. D. V. Eelvi (on behalf of Mr. N. C. Kelkar) : Will Govern¬ 
ment kindly state the grounds on which Captains and snbaltcnis of certain 
British and Indian services are granted the concession of travelling fir.st 
ela.ss on payment of second cla'^'. fares with a luggage allowance on 
rnannds as for a first class ticket at the cost of the Railway Department and 
not at the cost of the Army Department ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The co.st of these concessions is borne by the Rail- 
Department, in accordance with rho practice under which .similar con- 
hesions are paid for by the railway companies in Great Britain. 

Issue of a Pamphlet containing Rules and Conditions governing Re¬ 
cruitment TO THE Higher Sicrvices on Railways. 

116. ■^Mr. D. V. Eelvi (on behalf of Mr. X. C. Kellcar) : With reference 
to the reply given on August .31st, 1926, to starred question No. 267, will 
Government kindB’’ state what decision has been arrived at in regard to the 
issue of a pamphlet, setting out in full detail the rules and conditions 
governing recruitment to higher services on railways ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The issue of .such a pamphlet is under active 
consideration, but awaits a decision on one point on which the Railway 
Board are in consultation with the Public Service Coniniission. 

Editorial Note “ Railways in South Africa and in IndixV ” in the TTceA’ 

OP May 10th, 1928. 

117. "=Mr. D. V. Eelvi (on behalf of Dir. N. C. Kelkar) : Has the atten¬ 
tion of the Government been drawn to the editorial note “ Railways in 
Soiith Africa and in India ’ ’ in the is.sue of the Wecif of Dlay lOtli. 1928, in 
which it is pointed out that “in South Africa railwaj's and harbour adminis¬ 
tration is required to conform to business principles, with due regard to 
agricultural and industrial development within the Union" ? If .so. have 
Government considered the que.stion of adopting a .similar polic 3 ’' in India f 

IVfr. A A L. Parsons : Government have not seen the article men¬ 
tioned by the Honourable Member. 
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-•‘iiD.QPTION QF THE DIVISIONAL.SYSTEM-ON .COMPANY-MANAGED RAILWAYS. ■ 

^ D.'V. Belvi" (on.'behalf of' N. V. Kelkar)': Is if a fact 

that the reorganization of ivork on State-worked Railways on a divisional 
basis has proved to be a success from the point of view of both economy and 
efSciency ? If so, wha't steps have Government taken to introduce a similar 
reorganization on Company-worked State Railways ? 

^ Mr. A. A. L, Parsons : Government consider tliat the iutroduetion 
of the divisional system has been a success bn the Greaf Indian Peninsula, 
Bast Indian-and North-Western Railwaj^s. Its adoption on Companr- 
managed Raihvays is a matter for the decision of the Boards of Directors 
of those RaiBvays ; and since a 'divisional system i.s less necessary on 
smaller and more easily managed railway systems, Government aim not 
prepared to put pressure ou the' Home Boards to adopt it. 

Employment of Mussalmans as Establishment Clerks on the East Indian 

Railway. 

119. *Maulyi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Will the Government he 
pleased' to state what steps, if any, were taken by the officers of the Ea.st 
Indian Raihvay to carry out the orders contained in letters No. I,E.-277| 
IB|E., dated the’ 17th December, 1921, and;No. T;E. 227jl61il-E. of 1st 
December,'. 1922, issued by the Chief Superintendent, Calcutta, regarding 
the appointment of Slussalinans as establishment’clerks; since the amalgama¬ 
tion of the Oudli and Rohilkhand Railway with the East Indian Railway ? 
•If not, -why not ?. ■ 

(b) What is the total number of-establishmeiit clerks in the 6 Divisions 
of the Bast Indian E-ail-way and to which community do they lielong ? 

' -Mr.-A. A.'L..'.Parson’s : («-) The orders to which the, Honourable 
'R'lember refers wmre to the effect lliat'wdier. opportiinity occurred Wuham- 
madah clerks should be engaged as assistants in the Establishment Branch 
■of the Delhi and Gaya District Offices with a view to their lieing trainf’d 
as establishment officers. They have ceased to be in force siiiee the amal¬ 
gamation of the Gudh and Rohilkhand Railway with the East Indian Rail¬ 
way, for there is now .no District Office at Gaya, and Delhi is no longer 
-under the Bast .Indian Railw-ay Administration. At present the position 
is that since the amalgamation of’the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway witli 
tiie Bast Indian Raibvay the numher of establishment clerk.s on the Ba.st 
Indian Raihyay has been reduced'and as vacancies'which occur have gen'e- 
raUy been filled first from the clerks who were discharged there has liecn 
no recruitment of establishment clerks—Muhammadan or otherwise—^from 
outside. 

(b) The total numher of the e.stablishment clerks employed in the 
Divisional Offices of the East Indian Raihvay is 237. Government regret 
that for reasons wliich have been previon.sl.y explained they arc not pre¬ 
pared to supplement the details with regard to communal representation 
given in Appendix P in'Volume I and Appendix C in Yolunie II of the 
Report on Indian; Raihvays for 1926-27 by figures for individual offices 
Or appointments. 

I'may, how-ever, as.sure the Honourable Slember that the Agent, East 
Indian Raihvay, is, alive to the’ de.sirahility of recruiting Muslims for 
appointraenfe in all officc-s under hi.s control wlicn suitable candidate.s 
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come forward for employment.. In certain branches of the Bast Indian 
Railway service, there is at present'a preponderance b’f Mnslims.' ^ 


' . 5 * ' ‘ 

Mr. President : Has question No. 120 been put ? 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Yes. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is not in his place. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : I am not aware of any arrangement of seats. 

Mr. President : A block has been allotted ’to the Congress Pai-ty and 
I thought the Party has assigned seats to its members. If they have not 
done so yet, I hope they will do so now and let me know of the arrange¬ 
ment. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : I am not aware of any arrangement of seats. 
I put question No. 120. 

Skeen ]\Iemorandum on the Military Situation in India. 

120. *Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to statements in a section of the Press to the “ Skeen 
memorandum ” on the military situation in India, and the Indian army’s 
military preparedness or unpreparedness for war on modern lines 1 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to publish the “ Skeen memo¬ 
randum ’ ’ on modernizing the Indian Army ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : With your permission, Sir, I propose to answer 
questions Nqs. 120, 121, 122 and 176, also Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s 
question No. 158, and Colonel Crawford’s question No. 178 together, and 
to take this opportunity of making a statement on the matters raised in 
these questions. I am afraid the statement will be rather a long one ; 
but I liope that the House will allow me to tre.spass a little on its patience, 
as it would be difficult to return a complete answer to these questions in 
a few word.s. 

The document referred to in the questions was a lecture given by a 
General Staff Officer, at the four Command Headquarters, on army finance 
and economy within the army. The main object of the lectare, and of 
its subsequent circulation, was to .stimulate a .special campaign of economy 
which has been initiated througbont the various formations of the army. 
In order to assist in this object, mention was made of existing deficiencies 
in equipment, and of the estimated sums required to overtake those 
deficiencies during the next few years. The essence of this economy 
campaign ivithin the armj^ is to encourage the military authorities all 
through the army to look for and suggest methods of economizing on their 
own initiative, and so to assist the Government in providing the funds 
required to meet the army's groiving needs, ivithont increasing military 
expenditure beyond its present limits. The agreement referred > to in 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s question is an informal arrangement, under 
which savings effected by the military authorities as a result of this 
special economy campaign, may he appropriated towards the eouipment 
programme. 
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TKe lecture is a eonfiderAial ;doeumeut designed for official use only, 
and Government are not prepared to publish the whole document in 
extenso merely because a copy has been purloined by^^ somebody, and parts 
have already appeared in the Press. I will, however, endeavour to give 
Honourable Members full information on the various points. ■ 

The programme or scheme of His Excellency the C6mmander-iU' 
Chief, mentioned in the questions, is merely a part of the continuous 
policy of Government, during the incumbency of the present and the late 
Commanders-in-Chief, in regard to modernising the equipment of the 
army in India and making good certain shortages which resulted from 
acceptance of the recommendations of the Indian Eetrenchment Committee. 
There is no separate scheme for modernization in the, array. liloderniza' 
tion is proceeding continuously from day to day. His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief made this clear in his budget speecli last March 
ivhen he was informing tlie House about tljc progresf^ of mechanization— 
a word which is practically synonymous with modernization in this 
context. The army of the United Kingdom has for the last few years 
been making continuous experiments with different patterns of mechanical 
transport machines. The army^ in India carefully follows the experiments 
made in England, testing the results, and modifying them, where modifi¬ 
cation is necessaiy, to suit Indian requirements. The task of keeping 
pace in the modernization of equipment with tlie progress made at home 
has been made more difficult in the past few years owing to the acceptance 
by Government of the recommendations of the Indian Retrenchment 
Committee. When Government accepted those recommendations, it was 
recognized, and stated, by’- Lord Rawlinson that the economies then made 
in equipment would have to he counterbalanced sooner or later b.v further 
expenditure in order to keep pace with the requirements of defence. In 
fact, in giving their support to the proposals of the Inchcape Committee, 
the Government of India took a definite risk, in recognition of the then 
paramount need for retrenchment, by’ decelerating to some extent, the 
rates of provision and renewal of part of the anny-’s equipment. It was 
realized from-the beginning, however, that this state of affairs could not 
continue beyond a certain point. The matter was kei>l under constant 
observation, and by 1926 we had reached the point when we could no 
longer go slow, hut, on tlie contrary, had to begin catching up again. By 
the end of 1927, we could .see our way’^ clear. Much progress liad been 
made in redeeming what I may call the Inchcape .shortages, and we could 
predict with some confidence that those .shortages would be soon obliterated 
altogether without our having to add appreciably to our military estimates- 
But meaiiAvliile we were confronted with new pi'oblems arising out of 
the rapid developments in modernization, and, in particular, the nieelianiza- 
tion of foreign armies and of the army of Great Britain. It was to keep 
pace with these further developments also, if possible, without increasing 
our present scale of military expenditure, that the economy' campaign 
to which I have referred was devised in tlie cold weather of 1927-28. At 
the same time there was no hope of reducing that expenditure below its 
present level. That is why His Exeelleney the Commander-in-Chief and 
the late Finance Member have informed Honourable jMemhers on more 
than one occasion, that they’ saw no prospect in the immediate future of 
a farther reduction in the army' estimates, but that, on the other hand, 
there Avas a jiossibility' that those estimates might he increased. This was 
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4he position, Sir, -when my Honourable .friend, .ColoneL Crawford, asked 
-jne last March, whether the equipment of' the army was in a satisfactory 
position, particularly in respect,of mobility and, defence qgainst an attack 
from the air accompanied by the use ,nf gas. These questions were put 
towards the close, of the debate on the Army Department, grant, when 
there was, of course, no opportunity for preparing a detailed statement. 
Tn replying, while I informed the House that Government wei'e doing all 
they could toAvards" ensuring that, Avhen the time came, our arany AA'ould 
go into the field full 3 ’- equipped, I declined to make any admission of 
insufficiencj' in particular items of equipment. To that reph^ I adhere, 
and if a similar question AA’ere again put to me in the course of a debate, 
I should giA'^e a sianilar aaasAA-er. But in the meanAvhile there has been the 
public eontroversj^ on the subject, to Avhich Honourable Members have 
drawn attention, and manj- incorrect statementsi about the conditioai of 
army equipment have appeared in the Press. In Anew of this circum¬ 
stance, and as our equipment programme is noAv still further adAmnced 
than it Avas in March. I have had prepared a memorandum which explains 
as fully as possible, from the technical point of view, AA^hat Ave haA’e been 
doing in the last feAA' Amars, AA’hcre aa-c stand noAA% and AA'hat Ave propose to 
do in the near future. I laj’^ this memorandum on the table of the House. 
It goes considerablA^ into details, and I think it aaIII supifiy Honourable 
Members AAdth all the information that they require. But if, after 
reading it, the.v find that there are other technical points on Avhich they 
would like to be informed, I shall be A^ery glad to gh'e them Arhat informa- 
iion I can. 


MEMORANDUM. 


The policy folloAved by the Army in matters of organization and equipment is 
.concisely stated in a resolution of the Legislative Assembly in 1921 in connection A\ith 
the Esher Committee’s recommendations, Avhieh runs as folloAvs ; 

“ That the puipose of the army in India must be the defence of India against 
external aggression and the maintenance of internal peace and tranquillity. 
To the extent that it is necessary for India to maintain hu army for 
these purposes, its organization, eqliipment and admiuisftation should be 
thoroughh' up to date and, A\ith due regard to Indian conditions in 
accordance A\ith the present day standards of efficiency in the British 
Army, so that uhon the Army in India has to co-operate Avith the British 
Army on any occasion tlicre may be no dissimilarities of organization 
A\hich uould render such co-operation difficult ”. 

This policy means the replacement of the older classes of artillery eqirrpnient, aircraft. 
Transport, etc , bj^ nror e modeni types. The main feature of it is the substitution of 
mechanical for artimal transport Avherever possible. 

ARMY TEANSPOET irr war consists of : 

(a) PIEST LINE TRANSPOBT, which carries Arith the troops what they 
require in actual battle. Animal transport is used for this because she 
fighting line ciannot have any transport which is unable to cross anv 
country where men and horses can go ; but, where M'. T. can be used 
Cas in the case of certain technical units) there M. T. Avill be substituted 
for animal tr.ansport. ' 


<b) Next, THE TRAINS Avhich carry daily loplenishment. These .are at 
present mainly A. T. carts, but there are some Irorsed Avagons. Both can 
only rnovc a short distance at .a comparatively slow rate. The re.sults arei 

‘in the Ene of iriarch is inordinately long 
or rail ira \aA\ay from the_ Line of Communication road, 

vanta a m I'nstnctcd to a small distance. The sole ad- 

jautage provided by A. T. Ever M. T. has been "a superior poAvVr‘of 
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operating oil a good road. S’ortunately rve have aow ia sight aiechanicaX 
transport on the d-wheefer principle^ which in most eases has been proved 
to be as good across-country .is the A. T. cart. As this hL T. is more 
powerful, economical'and speedy (all combining to improve mobility) the 
A. T. cart is now to be displaced from the role wlfich it. has so honour- 
ably filled for years and will to a considerable extent disappear—except 
in cases where the use of an M. T. vehicle rroiild be uneconomicaL Tho 
gradual replacement of these carts is high in the Army programme, but 
pack transport has still to be retained for use in country rvhere neither 
M. T. nor A. T. carta can be employed. Thus the amount of animal 
transport retained will be cut down to a minimum, the principle followed 
being lather to organise for a more serious campaign and to improvise" 
for a minor one, than vice versa. 

(c) Xiastly, Army Transport includes tiansport required .for MAINTENANCE, 
^.c., to connect rail head with the trains wliich have been mentioned 
previouslj’, and liere in all large operations the emploj-nient of hi. T, 
beyond railhead is obligatory. 

A few remarks on the general policy of replacing animals by .M. T. nia3' be of 
interest. 

It is financially impossible to maintain in peace all the M. T. required in war. 
Vehicles which Cannot be used economicallj' in peace tend to get out of date, wth 
consequent colnplications in the supplj' of spare parts, and eventuallj' have to be 
scrapped long before their useful mileage has been completed. The principle there¬ 
fore adopted .in alliarmies is to utilise the form of Transport obtainable from .civilian 
sources on some form of subsidy basis, tlie advantages of which sj’stcm need no 
ei5»lanation. It is the displacement of the horse by M. T. in civil life whicli, quite 
as much as ,the advantages to be gained in w.ir, has been the drivbig .force behind the 
increasing mechanization of the Armj- at Home. 

In ludi-i repeated efforts have in the past been made to obtain M. T. bv this 
means, but have proved abortive because the development of M. T. in India for civil 
needs W’as not sufficiently advanced. The last few years lias, liowever, seen a remark¬ 
able expansion in M. T. .of all. descriptions jill over tlie country, which encourage^ 
us to bopc that the time is now ripe for a renewed effort to obtain a part of our 
requirements on a subsidy basis, : 

In particular we hope to get the couutij- to use 6 -wheelers .ind are offering 
encouragement by a system of subsidy which Ims recently been published thiough- 
out India. Tlie moie this subsidy scheme takes on and the larger the reserve in 
useful civil life, the more can we depend on this reserve for war and therefore the- 
less the number of vehicles we have to liold uiiecoiioraicany in Arnij- reserve. A 
large number of enquiries in couneetioA with such subsidies has already been 
received. 

The repl.icement of animal transport bj- M. T. will CiiUsC the former to diminish. 
There is little prospect of this change causing anj- large immediate saving in peace. 
In war, however, the resultant economy and cfricieuc3" are be3-ond computation. The 
three results are, therefore, ( 1 ) grcatl3’^ increased niobilit}' in war, ( 2 ) slight econom3'' 
in peace, ( 3 ) great econoni3' in war. The p.iee at which Ills Excelleac3' the Com- 
maudcr-in-Cliicf introduces these measures will onl.v be conditioned b}" the funds' 
available and the success of the subBid3" scheme. So far it is morol3- a matter of* 
simple substitution (as funds pennit) of M- T. for the animal trans'port on which 
we h.ive relied in the past. 

4 . Before proceeding to describe the other directions in which ineehunization is' 
proceeding, it is desirable to make .a disgrcssion. Erequent criticism nia3' he road 
of India’s failure to follow Home models in these jnatters. Great as arc the dis¬ 
advantages of not doing so, 3"et, in this matter for the present and until experiments 
at Home cr3’stallize, wc have to keep the following f,actors in front of us alw.ays ;— 

Firstly, India is not a higlil3" iiidustrialircd comitr3-. She has not the pow«r 
of producing war mnehinos nor tho reserves of men required both to nmn and keep 
them in the field. Tor the present, tlicreforc, a commercial vehicle (if such will 
meet the needs we foresee) must be used. 

Next, India’s war problem by reason of geographical and climatic conditions 
has special aspects and requires special tro.atment- So far tlicse factors do not 
noccssari' favour the emplo 3 ’mcut of the -Bpeeml machines which arc being evolved^ 
to meet the problems faring the Home authorities. Eventually as coramunications 
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iiuproTC and develop our own needs tend more and more to call for the satti^ 
eJiuipment as the otlior Imperial Armies find essential,' but for the moment mobility 
is our main requirement, and mobility in semi-developed , country. Mobility is the 
main principle ^underlying all our projected reforms and we have to keep it in view 
always. ‘ 

Now, if funds were unlimited, there would be less need for care. They are, 
however, rigidly restricted and therefore caution in any steps we take is obligatory. 
And this applies more particularly to the introduction of new equipment, until wo 
are quite certain that it can be usefully employed in our particular conditions. 

To illustrate this—Tanks have been tried. Two tanks now lie at AJHMED- 
NAGAE, requiring such heavy repair to put them on the road and promising such 
little result when repaired that their re-conditioning is indefinitely postponed. We 
believe however that a type will eventually be developed which will suit u's, 'and 
vrhen that day comes it would be folly not to take advantage of it. 

5. Mechanization of Artiller 3 ’’. This principle has always been accepted, as 
regards medium artillerj". Tractors were hauling guns at the manoeuvres and review 
at DELHI as far back as 192 -j. Before and since then we harm been searching for 
an efiieient gun-haulage vehicle. The “ Dragon ”, a tr.ack vehicle, in fact the 
chassis of a Tank, is emploj-ed at Home ; but these very powerful tr.actors are for 
our purposes unuecessarilj’- powerful (and thus expensive) and the tank trials referred 
to have not been successful enough to warrant large expenditure on this type. 

The KEGEESSE a machine on the half-track principle, lias been given full 
trial from 1924, but under our conditions definite draw-backs have appeared. In 
1926 the six-wheeler came on the market .and specimens were at once ordered and 
tried out ; as a result, in 1927, exhaustive trials in carrying loads and gun haulage 
showed we had reached a stage when a start with ” mechanization ” could be safely 
made. 

As regards Field Artilleiy, the fact that a start has been made in mechanization 
has appeared in most newspapers. 

The Army see definite and material sarings in upkeep and in the Eemouut 
Services ; also, in war, the advantages, in cases where guns thus drawn can be used, 
more than justifj’ the innovation, even were it to cost money. 

6. The advantages of partial mechanization as applied to Transport and Artillery 
have been dealt with, but this by no means exhausts the subject. 

Members will Imve read of the doings of the mechanized or ‘‘ Armoured Force ” 
at Home, as representing the last word in the conception of what is required in a 
war of the future. Eemarkable as these doings were, it must be remembered that 
the force is still in an experimental stage, dnd that finalitj’ has not yet been reached 
either in. regard to types of m.achines or in regard to their tactical employment. 
While we in India agree with the general ide.a undcrljdug this force, the differing 
conditions here maj' demand developments along somewhat different lines. 

7. There are other matters which arc engaging the attention of H. E. the 
Comm.ander-bi-Chief j experiments in the use and reli.abihty of smoke for screening 
purposes under our conditions arc proceeding ; anti-aircraft defence and anti-gas 
measures are matters requiring careful thought .and both are receiving it whilst W'o 
are earcfulty watching experiments at Homo in the provision of means of defence 
against armoured fighting vehicles. Obviously, however, it is not in th« public 
interest to be as precise in these as in the other matters. The situation as regards 
rifles and other small arms maj- now be considered satisfactorj-. Steps are being 
taken to keep the B. A. F. in India up to date for which sums provision is being 
made from Armj- sar’iugs with no net addition to the Budget. 

8. It has been suggested by ill-informed persona that the Armj- in India is 

conservative, if not reactionarj-, and that it fails to keep pace with or to profit'by 
developments at Home. The fact is that the conditions are entirely' different. * The 
Army at Home, with unlimited technical, scientific and industrial ^resources behind 
it is in the best possible position to carrj-" out experiments of all kinds, the results 
of which .are freelj- placed at our disposal. We are not similarly placed and conse- 
quentlj- whilst we watch the results of experiments at Home, and ourselves trj- out 
anj' new equipment resulting therefrom which' maj- appear suitable to our needs, we 
have to be quite sure of our ground before'we apply on a large Scale the residts of' 
e^gienments which at Home have only been tried out or adopted oh a comparativelv 
small one. ' • ' - ‘ v j 
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Those ■who criticise any apparent slowness to move on our part, would be the 
irst^to condemn, and rightly condemn, the waste, of money which would result from 
any change of policy, hastily thought out and put into effect, which might prove 
unsuitable to our particular conditions. As to -its suitability, or otherwise H. E. 
the Comniander-in-Chief, who is in possession of all the" factors in the problem, must 
be the arbiter. The existing arrangement by which the Army in India secures uost 
Taluable information from Home, without being forced to lower its own standard of 
preparedness to obtain it, is financially the most economical, and the most suitable 
to conditions at present existing. It is carried out in the closest consultation and 
in complete agreement between the responsible authorities here and at Home. 


Pandit Hirday Nath Ktinzru : In view of the statement of the 
Army Secretary that eiforts are being made to make up for the Ineheape 
Committee’s shortages, is the House to understand that Government are 
trying to revert to the position which existed before the Ineheape Com¬ 
mittee reported ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; My statement refers solely to shortages in 
equipment. These shortages were caused, as I have said, by decelerating 
to some extent the rates of provision and renewal of pai*t of the army’s 
equipment. I think I have explained sufficiently in my statement what 
the situation is. We have now very nearly caught up again. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government kindly state definitely 
whether the policy of progressive reduction in military expenditure has 
been abandoned as refen-ed to in part (ii) of my question No, 158 
(starred) to which the Honourable Member has made a reference ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I think I have already said that in the 
immediate present there is no prospect of a further reduction. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I ask whether Government have 
allowed the Army* Department to appropriate towards army expenditure 
the economies resulting from reductions in the salaries of British officers 
and British soldiers ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I must ask for notice of that question. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : As the Honourable Member has said 
that all economies made would be allowed to Ije used towards making up 
the deficiencies now observed in regard to equipment, is the House to 
understand that the economies that are not due to the efforts of tlie Army 
Department will also be allowed to be utilised by the Army Department ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am not quite sure that I have understood the 
question. There is, as I have already^ explained, an informal arrange¬ 
ment by which economies, effected in this si^ecial economy eam])aign 
amongst the various formations of the army, may be re-appropriated 
towards the equipment programme. The reduction of salaries which ray 
Honourable friend refers to does not form part of the .special econojny 
campaign, which is mainly economies in equipment and transportation. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Am I to understand that the 
Finance Department has allowed only the economies resulting from the 
efforts of the Army Department itself to be re-appropriated for aiany 
expenditm-e ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : It "is the business of the Army Deparlmcnl to 
effect all the economies it can in the variou.s branches of the array adminis¬ 
tration and tliose economies no doubt will be applied to meet army nced.s. 
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Article in the Pioneer op July 1st entitled “ The Army Scandal ”, 

“ Sir W. Birdwood’s Scheme 

tl21. *Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Has tie attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to an article in the Pioneer of July 1st, on page 1 from its 
special correspondent, entitled “ The Army Scandal “ Sir W. Birdwood’» 
Scheme” ? 

(h) "Will the Government be pleased to publish the scheme of His Ex¬ 
cellency the Commander-in-Chief ? 

Modernization of the Army in India. 

tl22. ^Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Has the attention of the Poyern- 
ment been drawn to the following observations of the Pioneer’s Simla cor¬ 
respondent ? 

“ No attempt is made to minimize the truth of the assertion that India is not as 
ready for war as it should he and the Sheen memoTand'am and the progiamme planned 
out by the Commander-in-Chief are held in military circles to be deinite proof of their 
ability to grasp the situation 

(b) Is any scheme of modernization going to be put into effect ? 

(c) If so. will the Government be pleased to make a statement on the 

same ? , ' 

Da Government propose to take the Assembly into confidence in 
regard to the scheme ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the scheme will cause more military expenditure 
for India than she has been burdened with ? 

(/) Is His Majesty’s Government going to bear part of that expendi¬ 
ture ? 

±Nos. '123 to’‘137. 

Revision of the Pay and Duty Allowance of Divisional Accountants 
OF THE Public Works Department. 

138. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Are Government aware of the 
anomalous character of the last revision made in the salaries of the Public 
Works Department Divisional Accountants by which a Divisional Accoun¬ 
tant gets a start of Rs. 100 only whereas liis Ist^clerk, in the Bombay 
Presidency. start^.with Rs. 105 and._the Head Clerk < of the Executive 
Engineer, junior.in .grade to him starts on Rs. 130 ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the maximum pay of a Public Works Department 
Divisional Accountant was Rs. 240 per mensem in 1864 and has now been 
raised only by Rs. 60, i.e., 25 per cent., whereas the maximum pa 3 ’ of the 
Head Clerk of the Executive Engineer’s office has been raised from Rs, 80 
to Rs. 180, i.e., 125 per cent. ? 

(c) Do Government propose to direct a more equitable and suitable 
revision of the pay and duty allowance of the Divisional Accountants com¬ 
patible with their status and responsibility ? 


tyor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 120. 

tPor answers to these questions, see at the end of questions for the day. 



QUESTIONS -AND 'ANSWEESi 


199 


The-,Honourable Sir-Bhupendra Nath Mitra : ■(«) and {b): The 
'facts as regards the minimum and .maximum rates of paj^ of dhisional 
accountants are as stated by the Honourable Member. A Divisional 
accountant'placed in charge of . the accounts of a Public Works Dimsion 
gets a special pay ofRs. 20 in the earlier stages of his career, -which is 
reduced to Rs. 10 on his reaching the Es. 140 stage and is extinguished' ‘ 
on his attaining Rs. 150. Government have no information reg'.irding 
the pay of 1st clerks and Head’Clerks of Executive Engineers’ Offices in 
the Bombay Presidency. 

(c) The pay of divisional accountants -was revised only in 1925 and 
Government do not consider a further revision to be necessary. 

Mr. Lalcband Navalrai : Will the Government kindly make en¬ 
quiries to, find out the effect of the course referred to in the answer to 
clause (5) ? 

■The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Government have no 
intention to make such an enquiry. 

Issue of Instructions to Incojie-tax Officers regarding Firms -which 

HAVE BEEN REGISTERED. 

139. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the Central Board of Revenue has issued instructions 
to Income-tax Officers to the effect that they should, in th^' ease of firms 
which have been “ registered " in any smar, ascertain from such firms 
whether they desire a renewal of registration in the succeeding year if they 
find no application for re-registration in such eases ? 

(6) If the reply be in tbe.affirmative -will Government be pleased to 
state if they are prepared to direct the Commissioners of Income-tax 
to inquire into such eases in which tbe Income-tax Officers have failed to 
carry out these instructions ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) Yes. 

(5) Tbe Government are not aware of any necessity for tbe is.sue 
of general instructions on the subject Avbich should in any case be issued 
if at all by the - Central Board of Revenue. If any person considers 
himself aggrieved .by failure to observe the instructions in question be 
should address the Commissioner of Income-tax, and if dissatisfied vrith 
the result should approach the Central Board of Revenue. 

PUEUCATION OF TpE'ToUR PROGRAtlMES OP InCOME-TAX OFFICERS IN SiND, 

140. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
State if it is a fact that after the transfer of income-tax assessment work- 
from the Revenue Department to the Income-tax Department, instructions 
haA'e been issued to officers of the Income-tax Department in moffu-sil areas 
to publish their tour programme and not drag assessees to long distances 
from their ifiaces of business to attend the Income-tax Officer’s camp ? 

(6) If tbe reply be in the affirmathm-are GoTemment Kware tliat 
no tour programmes are published by touring officers of the Income-tax 
3>epartraent in Sindh and that parties are called upon to attend an Income- 
tax Officer’s camp or headquarters stations.from evexy long distances 
especially in the Karachi and Tharparkar districts and further that in 
scA’eral cases people are dragged from camp to camp ? 

L73LA 
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The ^\rts that tour 

(&) The are posted at ^^®gja‘i5’^their 

of officers of the IncoiEp,^.g of all Taluhas uear the 

Offices and sent to the Mub..gsihle cases are ue Thar and 

Office Notice Boards. As far The Income-tax ’ 

residences of the assessees eoneerlais charge las y ot 

Parkar, camped at 29 different place -timent he pleased to dire 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the \pors ? 
that the programmes be published in the ncM. XFnless the need. 

,.„ c SO» 

Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Miv. ° 
that is established, Grovernment have no intention SUMMOMEB 

Payment of Bhatta and Travelling Allowances to 

BEFORE Income-tax OFFicERS.'e 

for payment 

141. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Governmen-ts in cases 
state if any instructions have been issued to Income-tax offieen Income- ^ 
of hhatia and travelling expenses out of their contingent grc3 /. 
in which witnesses are called to appear and give evidence before i 

tax Officers at their own instance and not the instance of assesse?/s' 

t 01 

(b) If the reply be in the affirmative do Government prop^ 
enquire in how many cases summonses have been issued to witn. 
who are called by the Income-tax officers s7io moUi and in how many ^ 
they have not been paid bhatta and travelling expenses ? 1 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (c) The Honourai 
Member is referred to the last sub-paragraph of paragraph 67 of t] 
Income-tax Manual. The expenditure in question Would ijroperly 
charged to contingencies. 


(&) The Central Board of Revenue are ascertaining what the practice 
is in the different proiunces, and will issue such instructions as are founc 
to be necessary. 


Production BY Assessees of Books, Documents and Evidence befori 

Income-tax Officers. 

142. '’'Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Are Government aware that iu 
Sind people are called upon by Income-tax Officers under sub-section {4' 
of section 22, Indian Income-tax Act, to appear before them with hooks 
documents and evidence regarding their income without issuing in the first 
instance notices under sub-section (5) of that section and serving them on 
such persons as required by law ? 

(6) If the reply be in the affirmative, do Government propose to 
undertake an enquiry regarding the extent to which this practice has 
obtained in various provinces in general and in Sind in particular and to 
direct Commissioners of Income-tax to take suitable notice of such cases ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) No, except 
possibly in rare instances by oversight. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Issue of Orders by Income-tax Officers to Parties to give them Inter¬ 
view IN THEIR Offices. 

143, *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Are Government aware that 
several notices are annually issued by Income-tax Officers to parties to give 
them intersdews in their offices ? 

(&) If the reply be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
state under what provision of the law this practice is allowed ? 

(o) If the reply be in the negative, do Government propose to under¬ 
take an enquiry regarding the extent to which this practice obtains and 
to issue orders for putting an end to it ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a), (b) and (c). 

The Income-tax Officer has power to require any person on whom 
a notice has been sent under section 22 (2) to appear either in person or 
by representative, or to produce evidence, or cause it to be produced, 
under section 23 (2) ; or to produce evidence or cause it to be produced 
under section 22 (4), and has all the powers of a Civil Court in regard 
to the summoning of persons and documents under section 37. No doubt 
many notices and summons are issued under these sections. In many cases. 
Income-tax Officers may informally invite assessees to attend their offices 
in person or by representative to discuss matters. If any person considers 
s+,tbat an illegal requisition (as distinguished from a request) for his 
.npearanee has been issued,'he should address the Commissioner of lucome- 

and if dissatisfied with the result should approach the Central Board 
Ilevenue, but, of course, if he disregarded such a requisition or a mere 
g^jcquest he would not be liable to any penalty. I will only add that it is 
^%ost desirable, I might say essential, that wherever a return is not accepted, 

' the Income-tax Officer should discuss the proposed assessment with the 
^^assessee or his acei'edited I’epresentative. Income-tax Officers have been 
instructed, as far as possible, to adopt this course, which saves trouble to 
^ all concerned and obviates unnecessary appeals. The Government are 
not aware of any circumstances necessitating an enquiry into tbis subject. 

Duration of Time allowed by Income-tax Officers between the Service 
OF Notice to Parties and the Duty fixed fob their Attendance. 

144. *Mr, Lalchand Navalrai: (o) Will Government he pleased to 
state if any instructions have been issued to Income-tax Officers regaidiug 
the period of time that must be allowed between the service of notices 
< under sub-sectjon (4) of section 22 or sub-section (2) of section 23 oi 
Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, and tbercAvith ? 

(b) If the reply be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased 
lay on the table a copy of these instructions ? 

(c) Are Government aware that so far as Sind Is concerned and 

especially in Karachi the duration of time between the service of such notices 
and the date fixed for attendance varies in a large majority of cases from 
less than a single day to two, three or four clays ? .. 

(d) If the repl}'’ he in ilie affirmative do Government propose to issue 
instructions to allow reasonable time ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (o) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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(c) The Goverjoinent are informed that such short periods are seldom 
fixed. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Pebiod allowed por the Submission of Returns in the Case of Notices 
ISSUED under Section 22(2) of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 

146. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Are Government aware that in a 
large majority of eases notices issued by Income-tax Officers under sub¬ 
section (2) of section 22.of :the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, a period of 
30 days for submission of returns ha.s not been allowed in Sind and in the 
Punjab ? 

(6) If so, do Government propose to take necessary action in the 
matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (o) The Government 
have no information on the subject. 

(b) The Central Board of Revenue are maldng enquiries and will 
issue such instructions as may! be necessary. 

Curtailment of the Ordinary Period of 30 Days between the Date of 

Service of a Notice under Section 29 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 

1922, AND the Payment of the Tax. 

146. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if any instructions have been issued to Income-tax Officers regarding 
the eases in which they should curtail the ordinary period of thirty days 
between the date of service of a notice under section 29 of the Indian Income- 
tax Act, 1922, and the paj^ment of tax, under section 45 of the Act ? 

(b) If the reply be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
place on the Assembly table a copy of these instructions ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) No such instruc¬ 
tions have been issued by the Central Board of Revenue. The Income- 
tax Officer has full discretion under sections 29 and 45 of the Indian 
Income-tax Act (XI-22) to fix the iieinod in question. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Scale of Penalties to be inflicted in the Case of Assessees for Default 

IN MAKING Payment under Section 46(1) of the Indian Income-tax 

Act, 1922. 

147. '=Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that a scale of penalties to be inflicted by Income-tax 
Officers has been prescribed by the Central Boai'd of Revenue for assessees 
in default in making payment under section 46 (1) of the Indian Income- 
tax Act, 1922 ? 

(b) If the reply be in the affirmative will Government be pleased to 
lay on the Assembly table a copy of the orders issued f 

The Honcrorable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; (a) No such instruc¬ 
tions have been issued b.y the Central Board of Revenue. The Income- 
tax Officer has full discretion under section 46 (1) of the Indian Income- 
tax Act (XI-22) to fix the penalties in question subject to the statutory 
maximum. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Manner and Place oe Announcement of the Orders passed by Assistant 

Commissioners of Income-tax under Section 31(3) of the Indian 

Income-tax Act, 1922. 

148. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrsi : (a) Will Government be xilcascd to 
state if any instructions have been issued to the Assistant Commissioners of 
Income-tax regarding the manner and place of announcement of the orders 
passed by them under section 31 (3) of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922 ? 

(&) If the reply be in the affirmative wiU Government be pleased to lay 
on the Assembly table a copy of these instructions ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; («) No such instruc¬ 
tions have been issued by the Central Board of Revenue. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Government issue instructions 
to that effect ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The issue of instruc¬ 
tions is not considered neeessar 3 ’’ at present by Government. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What are the reasons why they do not 
consider the issue of instructions necessary ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Well, Sir, I have said 
already that Government see no reason to issue any instructions in the 
matter and I am not prepared at the present moment to discuss the matter 
with the Honourable Member. 

Orders under Section 31 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 

149. *Mr, Lalchand Navalrai : (o) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that in Sind orders under section 31 of the Indian 
Income-tax Act, 1922, are often passed long after the hearing of the 
appeals, and that they are forwarded to appellants through Income-tax 
Officers ? 

(b) Are Government aAvare that in a large majority of cases they reach 
the appeUants after the period of one month referred to in section 66 x2) 
■of the Act and that it has not been possible for assessees to seek references 
to the High Court in proper time ? 

(c) Will Government he pleased to slate the number of cases of .such 
late service in which the Commissioner of Income-tax. Bombay Presidene.v, 
has refused to refer to the High Court cases under section 66 (2) of the 
Income-tax Act, 1922 ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the bar of limitation was reckoned from tlie date 
of the orders of the Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax under section 31 
of the Act ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (o) Orders imder 
section 31 are not often passed long after the hearing. The Commissioner 
noticed in May last that delajvs were caused bv communicating them 
through Inc&nie-tax Officei-s and ordered that the.v should be communi¬ 
cated immediately to the parties direct. 

(&) The orders are communicated within 30 day.s after tlie dale on 
which they are passed in the vast majority of cases. 
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(c) In 1927-28 one application was rejected as time-barred. The 
assessee had 17 days in which to make his application aftei the appeal 
decision wms served on him. Hone has been rejected as time-ban ed in 
1928-29. 

(d) Yes. 

Issue of Notice to Income-tax Assessebs to receive Refund Orders, 

150. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; (o) Will Government be pleased to 
state if instructions have been issued to Income-tax Officers that they should 
issue notices to the assessees to receive refund orders of the tax due to them 
ill consequence of orders jiassed under section 31 or section 27 of tlic Indian 
Income-tax Act, 1922 ? 

(Zj) If the replv be in the affirmative will Government be pleased to 
place on the Assembly table a copy of the instructions issued to them ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) No such orders 
have been issued bj' the Central Board of Revenue. 

(&) Does not arise. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will orders be issued ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath. Mitra : The Honourable 
Member puts his question in a certain form. If he wanted to linow whether 
orders -would be issued by Government in any particular matter, he shouia 
have framed his question in a different manner -which might have given 
Government an opportunity of considering the point. 

Issue of Notice to Income-tax Assessees to receive Refund Orders in 
Cases in which the Tax is reduced or cancelled. 

151 *"-Mr Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 

state if it is a fact that in a large majority of cases no notice is issued to 
asse.s.sees to receive refund orders in cases in -vs hich the tax is reduced or 
cancelled on appeals under section 31 of the Act or the assessment is le- 
oxiened under section 27 of the Act ? 

(b) If the reply be in the affirmative do Government propose to 
issue instructions in this behalf ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) and (b). The 
Government have no information. The Central Board of Revenue have 
called for information on the point and will issue such instructions a.s 
may be necessary. 

Delay in the Pa-yment of Refunds due to Income-tax Assessees. 

152. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Are Government aware that con¬ 
siderable delay occurs in the payment of refunds due to income-tax assessees 
whose taxes have been reduced or cancelled in consequence of orders under 
sections 31 and 27 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922 ? 

(b) WiU Government be pleased to state showing for each district in 
Sind, the number of eases in which such delay exceeded thirty days ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (o) As a general case, 
no. 
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(5) The figures for each circle are as follows ; 

Name of Circle. No. of cases of delay 

over 30 days. 

Karachi City, A—Division .. .. .. nil. 

Karachi City, B—Division ,. .. .. 

Hyderabad Circle .. . . .. .. nil. 

Karachi and Thar and Parkar Districts Circle .. 20 

Sukkur and Nawabshah Circle .. .. .. nil. 

Larkana Circle .. .. .. .. 1 

Shikarpnr Circle .. .. .. .. nil. 


Penalty ineltcted on Income-Tax Assessees in Sind, for Default in 

MAKING Payments of the Tax. 

153. ''•Mr. Lalchand Kavalrai : Will Government be pieced to 
place on the Assembly table a list showing for each of theA'eaM 
3 922-23 to 1927-28 the number of eases in each Income-tax Officer's charge 
in Sind, in which penalty has been inflicted in consequence of default in 
making payments of tax for which less than thirty days for payment were 
allowed in exercise of the discretion vested in them by section 45 of the 
Indian Income-tax Act, 1922 ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : A statement is laid on 
the table. In no case, however, was the penalty imposed before the expiry 
of thirty days from the date of the notice demanding payment. 


Statement showing for each of the years 1S22-23 to 1927-28 the number of cases in each Income.tax Olficer’s eharte 
in Sind in which penalty has been inflicted in consequence of default in malting payments of tax for 
which less than 30 days for payment were allowed. 


Name oi the 
Income-tax Offi¬ 
cer’s charge. 

1922- 

23. 

No. ‘ 
of 

cases 

1923- 

24 

No.’' 

of 

cases. 1 

1 

1 

1924- 

25- 

No. ' 
oi 

cases. 

192B- 

20. 

No. ■ 
of 

cases. 

\ 

1920- 

27. 

NO.' 

of 

rnses. 

1927- 

28. 

No. 

of 

CA^'CS, 

Karoolii City 

77 

1 

mi ' 

}7 

mi 

77 

4 

77 

37 

»> 

Nil 


I 

Karachi and Thar 
Parkar Districts.; 


mi 

7f 

mi 

77 

Nil 

77 

mi 

»» 

mi 


4 

Hyderabad .. j 

” 

<} 

7t 

mi 

77 

mi 

77 

mi 

1 77 

mi 


Nil 

Snkkur 

i 

i 

mi 

1 

1 

mi 

77 

mi 

1 77 

mi 

\ ** 

Nil 

1 

! f* 

Nil 

Shikarpnr 

1 

1 

mi 

1 

” 1 

Nil 

77 

Nil 

77 

mi 

77 

Nil 

77 

Nil 

I.arkana 

77 

mi 

1 

Nil 

” 

mi 

' »» 

' Nil 

77 

Nil 

1 

Nil 


Speech delivered by Lord Burnham, regarding Indian Markets for 

British Goods. 

154. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Has the attention of the Government 
been draAvn to the following remarks recently made by Lord Burnham, 
as President of the Incorporated States Managers’ Association of the United 
Kingdom : 

(i) ‘ ‘ Tlie ineuT.ible inocTestj’ of the Government of India, is so great as to reach 
the point of absurdity. It blushes to have good records said ahont it, and 
I confess good records are verj- few and f.ar between. Wlien I stood on 
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the Sutlej Barrage—the Avork of British Engineers—and saAV the Avator 
pouring out into Bikaner State, I felt proud of belonging to the country, 
Avliich has conferred immeasurable benefits on the people of India ” '? 

(ii) “ British manufacturers should do more to expand their trade Avith the 
Indian Empire. There was bound to be an increasing demand for luxuries 
as Avell as commodities ” ? 

(Hi) “ India offered one of the greatest opportunities for Imperial trade ” ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : My attention tvas not dratvii to the 
speech until I saw the Honourable Member’s question. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : A supplementary question. Sir. Government’s 
attention has now been drawn to the statement that the Sutlej Barrage 
is the work of British engineers, and I Avant to know Avhether that state¬ 
ment is correct. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : I do not accept any responsibility. 
I neither deny nor afflian the statement made in the speech. 

Mr, N. M. Joshi : That Avas not my question. My question is 
whether that statement is correct or not, that the Sutlej Barrage is the 
work of British engineers. Is it the work of British engineers ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar ; I think that it Avill be the result of 
a very admirable piece of collaboration between British and Indian 
engineers. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask if this statement is not correct, Avill 
GoA’-emment be pleased to write to the gentleman in- question that the 
statement made by him is not correct ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : No, Sir. Government do not con¬ 
sider it incumbent upon them to take any action. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether this is the result of the vacant 
minds Avhieh the members of this Commission Avere expected to bring to 
India ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Do Government propose to represent to 
His Majesty’s GoA^ernment the desirability of withdrawing this gentleman 
from the Simon Commission haAung regard to the prejudiced Auews Avhich 
he has expressed ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : No, Sir. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In aucav of the fad that notice of this question AAms 
given a long time ago, wh 5 '’ did not the Honourable the Home Member 
try his level best to get a copy of the speech in order to answer the question 
properly and fairly to the people of India ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : I presumed that the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, had incorporated-in his question all that 
Avas pertinent to his enquiry. 

MaulAu. Muhammad Yakub : Do GoA'^ernment propose to communi¬ 
cate to the Secretary of State for India the feelings of this House about 
the particular gentleman ? 

The Honourable ]^. J. Grerar : I have already stated that GoA’^ern- 
ment do not consider it incumbent upon them to take any action. i 

nr Iyer; Will the Government convey to His 

Majc^y s Government the very objectionable nature of the practice of 
members of the Simon Commission-doing propaganda for British trade ? 
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Mr. K. Ahmed : In view of tlie fact that Lord Burnham came to 
this eountrj^ for the purpose of supporting British trade and British 
luxuries and to see that Indian, people are induced to purchase tlie,se 
luxuries from England and that English people are to supply their goods 
to this country, do Government iiropose to take steps to stop Lord 
Burnham going about beating his drum for this purpose ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar ; I am unable to accede to the 
Honourable Member’s hypothe.sis. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Does the Honourable Member realise with regard 
to clause {ii) of this question what Lord Burnham said that British 
manufacturers should do more to expand their trade with the Indian 
Empire and that there was bound to be an increasing demand for luxuries 
.as well as other commodities ? Will the Honourable hlember put a stop 
to this as it is detrimental to the interest of India ? 

Xiala Lajpat Rai ; Considering that the Government identities itself 
practically with the Simon Commission and arranges for their reception, 
does not the Government consider it a duty to remove all misapprehensions 
about the statements which the members of the Commission make in 
England and in India ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : No, Sir ; the members of the 
Commission are quite capable of speaking for themselves. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : MBll the Government cease to arrange for their 
receptions ? 

Mr. M. S. Aney : May I ask if the Govermnent is interested in 
allowing these false statements to remain unchallenged ? 

Amendment of the Government of India Act, so as to allow Persons 

WHO are not Lawyers to become Chief Justices of Indian High 
Courts. 

155. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Siugh : (o) Are Government aware that a 
BiU has been introduced in the House of Lords, amending the Goveimment 
of India Act, the object of wliich is to throw open the office of Chief Justice 
of Indian High Courts to persons who are not lawyers ? If so, are they 
aware of the reason for introducing this innovation ? 

(b) Do Government propose to invite Indian public opinion on the 
subject, before the measure is passed ? 

The Honourable Mr, J. Grerar : (a) The effect of the Bill is to make 
it clear that persons legally eligible to be puisne judges shall be similarly 
eligible for the office of Chief Justice. 

Cb) As the Honourable Member is aware, the text of the Bill was 
published in this country on June 14th, and since then Government have 
received information of resolutions by various Bar Associffiion.s. -hc.v 
have also i-eceived a copy of a resolution passed by a public meeting_ in 
Bombay and, as the Honourable Member is aware, notice of a Resolution 
relating to the Bill has been received for this Session. 

No furtlier proceedings on the Bill can in any event be taken till 
Parliament next meets and there will therefore be full opportunity for 
opinions with regard to it to he expressed. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it a fact, Sir, that the Government of 
India during the Viceroyalty of Lord iVEnto .sent a despatch to the Secre¬ 
tary of State, objecting to the appointment of the members of the Indian 
Civil Service as Chief Justices of Indian High Courts ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : T am not aware of any such 
despatch. If the Honoui-able Member will give me notice, I shall consider 
whether I can give him a reply. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Ei view of the fact that there is a great commotion 
in the country with regard to the appointment of the members of the 
Indian Civil Service to be Chief Justices, do Government propose—of 
course I have great respect for the members of the Indian Civil Service— 
for the benefit of the country, and to satisfy the people that the adminis¬ 
tration is carried on fairlj”^ well, to correspond and consult with the 
associations and representatives of the people of this eounti'y in this 
House, and ask them wiiether the 3 '^ approve of the appointment of members 
of the Civil SerAuce to be Chief Justice of anj^ High Court ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I shall transmit to the proper 
quarter any expression of opinion on the subject, winch I may reeeh’^e.' 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Is it or is it not a fact that the first suggestion 
that the office of Chief Justice should be open to members of the Civil 
SerAuce came from the Seeretarj’ of State for India and the GoA'ernment 
of India readily accepted it ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar ; I think the Honourable Member is 
aAvare that I am precluded from referring to matters which are the 
subject of correspondence with the Secretarj^’ of State unle.ss and until 
the documents are dulj' published with his consent. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Does the Honourable Member recognise, con¬ 
sidering the great importance of the question and the great interest taken 
in it bj’- the people, that the Indian people liaA'e a right to knoAv Avhat is 
the attitude of the GoAurnment of India toAvards this que.stion ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I haA’^e already stated that there is 
still ample opportunitj'. If any one desires to express an opinion on this 
matter, I shall be i)leased to communicate it to the Secretary of State. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Will the GoA^ernment be pleased to publish 
the documents relating to the correspondence on the subject between the 
GoA’ernment of India and the Secretary' of State ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : No, Sir. I can give no undertaking 
on that point. 

\ 

Mr. 0, S. Ranga Iyer : Is the Government aAvare that there is a 
great deal of public opinion on this matter and that it is but fair that 
the country- should know exactly what has passed between the GoA-ernment 
of India and the Secretai’j' of State ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I take note of the Honourable 
Member’s statement that there is a great deal of public opinion in the 
matter. But I did reeentlj'^ see in a nationalist newspaper of Avide 
circulation an emphatic comment on the lack of public interest in the 
matter. 
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Deputation of the Indian Police Association to His Excellency the 

Viceroy. 

156. 'S'Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that a deputation of 
the Imperial Police Association recently submitted a representation to the 
Government at Simla, regarding the pay, prospects, and other alleged 
“ grievances ” of the European Police ? Will the Government be pleas¬ 
ed to lay on the table a copy of this representation, and the reply thereto ? 

(6) Have Government taken an 3 ’- steps, or propose to take any steps on 
this representation ? 

The Honourable Mr, J. Crerar : (a) The facts are as stated bj' the 
Honourable Member, except that the deputation represented the Indian 
Police Service as a whole, and not merety its European membei-.s. Gov¬ 
ernment do not consider it necessary to laj’^ on the table anj* papers on 
the subject. 

{!)) The different matters discussed with the deputation are being 
considered. 

Location of another Military Force-in North Bihar on the Nepal 

Frontier. 

167. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it in contemplation to locate 
another military force in North Bihar, on the Nepal Frontier 1 

(6) If so, is it a fact that a large tract of land is being acquired near 
about Ruxaul, District Cliamparan, for the purpose ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for locating 
the force in this area ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; (a) and (b). No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Skeen Memorandum regarding Modernisation of the Army in Indu. 

tl58. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; (a) Is it a fact that a memorandum 
No.'25316]l|S.D.-2 marked “ confidential ”, has been issued by Lieutenant- 
General Sir Andrew Skeen or by the Army Department, to certain Head¬ 
quarters Command, in course of which it is stated : 

(i) “ Owing to the developments'that have talien place in foreign 

armies, and with which we must keep pace, we have now 
reached a state when the Army in India needs to spend 
during the next few years a minimum of 8 erores of rupees 
on the modernisation of armaments, and equipments, in 
addition to the sum noi*mall 5 ' available for the purpose ” ? 

(ii) “ The Government of India have recognised that in view of 

the urgent need for equipping the arm}' on modem lines, 
the polic}* of progressive reduction must he temporarily 
abandoned, and have recentl}' come to an agreement with the 
Commander-in-Chief on this subject ”7 

(b) Do Government propose to place a cop}- of this memorandum, 
or any other similar memorandum on the table ; and indicate tlie kind of 

agreement arrived at ? _ 

-tWF answer to this question, see .answer to question No. 120. 
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Seaeoh by the Customs Officials at Dover of the Baggage of Maulaha 

Muhammad Ali. 

159. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; (a) Are Government aware that) as 
soon as Manlana Mohammad Ali landed at Dover, certain persons announc¬ 
ing themselves as custom officials took hold of his belongings, and subjected 
them to a vigorous search, including even his papers and letters ? 

(5) Do Government propose to enquire into this complaint, and 
find out whether all Europeans and Indians visiting England are subjected 
to this sort of search ? . 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; (a) No. 

(h) The Government of India have not received any complaint and 
do not propose to make any' enquiry. The search of luggage of all 
passengers arriffing at English ports is regularly carried out and does 
not call for comment. 


Weekly Mail Air Service from London to India. 

160. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that it is proposed to 
enter into an agreement with the Imperial Airways, Ltd., to organise a 
weekly mail service from London to India, and to grant a subsidy for 
the purpose ? 

(&) What is the annual amount of subsidy agreed upon, and when 
is the weekly service likely to come into existence ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) No. The Government 
of India are considering the question of establishing an air mail route in 
India itself, but they have not been conducting negotiations for this 
^ purpose with any company, and do not intend to make any agreement of 
'-■'this kind without calling for tenders. 

■ .''(h) Does not arise. 

Dutch Air Service to Batavia, via India. 

161. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Are Government aware of any official 
proposals of the Netherland’s authorities for a Dutch Air Service to 
Batavia, via India ? And have the Government agreed to this proposal ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : The Government of India 
have received no official proposals for a regular service and in conse¬ 
quence no question of agreeing to such a service has ax’isen. They have 
been informed that a Dutch Company proposes to organise trial flights, via 
India between Holland and the Dutch East Indies in 1929. 

Separation of the Assembly Office from the Legislative Department. 

162. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Do Government propose to lay 
on the table a copy of the scheme put up by Honourable the President 
of this House, regarding the separation of the Assembly Office from the 
Legislative Department of the Government ? 

When is the proposal ukely to come into effect ; and what is the 
additional annual expenditure, if any, involved ? 
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Mr. President : With regard to this question, I may inform the 
Honourable Member that I propose to make a full statement on the .separa¬ 
tion scheme to-day after questions, and the Honourable Member had 
better wait till I make the statement. 

Noxiob issued by the Passport Officer, Singapore, regarding Passports 

FOR Indians wishing to travel to non-British Territory after 

their Arrival in Malaya. 

163. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the following 
notice has been issued by the Passport Officer, Singapore : 

" As from the 1st September, 1928, no emergency certificate of nationality- will bo 
issued to British subjects or non-British subjects for travel to any non-British territory, 
all British subjects, more specially Indians, who intend to travel to other places, after 
their arrival in Malaya, should obtain passports in their country of origin, as the 
Malayan Passport Offices will not issue passports to persons, who are not domiciled 
in Malaya, without previous reference to their country of origin ” ? 

(b) Do Government propose to enquire into the matter 

Sir Denys Bray : (g) Yes. 

(b) No enquiry is necessary, the position is simply this. As a special 
concession, Indians travelling between India and Malaya are exempt from 
passports. In the case of Indians, therefore, prior notice is doubly neces¬ 
sary that those who desire, to travel beyond Malaya should forearm them¬ 
selves with passports in their own coiuitry. 

Visit of Dr. Sudhindra Bose to India. 

164. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that Dr. Sudliindra Bo.se 

has been given a passport on condition that he should stay in India for not 
more than six months, and that he would not engage in anj’' political actiyi-: ;- 
ties ? If so, why this restriction ? ' - 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : The visa on Dr. Bose’s passport'was’’ 
for a visit of six months only. The Government of India are not aware 
that any other condition was imposed. The restriction was imposed be¬ 
cause Dr. Bose’s past record ivas considered doubtful. 

3V[r. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Will the Government be pleased to lay on 
the table of the House for the information of Honourable Members here- 
the past record of Dr. Bose, to which the Honourable Member just refer¬ 
red ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I am not in personal possession of 
any very close record of Dr. Bose’s past ,* but I would infoi’m the Honour¬ 
able gentleman that Dr. Bose renounced Britisli Indian nationality a few 
weeks after the outbreak of the war. 

Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh ; May I know why the Honourable klembcr 
has made a statement which he is not prepared to .sub.stantiate on the 
floor of the House ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I do not admit that I am not 
prepared to substantiate it. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : The Honourable Member has just said 
that he does not personally know the record of Dr. Bose. 
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The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; I pointed out that the reason for the 
restriction on the visa was hecause.Dr. Bose’s past recoi’d was considered 
doubtful and I have given a relevant fact which is a reason for leading 
to that conclusion. 

Pundit Motilal Nehru : Is that the whole record ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No, Sir. But the point, I think, is 
sufficient to establish what I have stated in my reply. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Is it not a fact that when Dr. Bose renounced 
his British Indian nationality, it was about the time when there was quite 
an agitation in America about Indians settled in America that they could 
not belong to British Indian nationality as well as to American nationality 
at one and the same timej and therefore he had to make a choice and not 
because of anything to do with the war ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : r am not aware what Dr. Bose’s 
motives were ; I am merely reciting the facts. 

' Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer ; I am not concerned with the motives at all ; 
I am mentioning a fact and I want Government to investigate that fact, 
that Dr. Bose could not be at one and the same time an American citizen 
and a British Indian citizen and he had no choice ; but is it not open 
to Dr. Bose to resume his British Indian nationality and to come and 
settle in this country if he so chooses ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : As Dr. Bose had been given a passport to stay in 
India for not more than six months on condition that he would not engage 
himself in any political activities, will Government be pleased to say if he 
will be allowed to stay in this country for a longer period if pme res¬ 
pectable people come forward and give an undertaking that he will behave 
himself properly f 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : If Dr. Bose proposes to return to 
India the conditions under which he may return will be considered in due 
course. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : If Dr. Bose or any of his friends write a letter to 
the Government of India asking that his case may be dealt with fairly and 
properly, so that he may return to his own country and stay here per¬ 
manently, will Government be pleased to consider the matter favourably ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar: Yes, Sir. I can assure the 
Ilonourable Member that his case will be dealt with proiierly and fairly. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer ; Is it a fact that Dr. Bose has asked for 
an unrestricted \dsa to enable him to visit India whenever he desired and 
permission, if he chooses, to settle down here permanently ? 

The Honourable Mr. J.^ Crerar : I think that the reply I have 
already made substantially meets the Honourable Member’s inquiry, which 
is, that if Dr. Bose desires to return to India the whole case will be very 
carefully considered. 

Iyer : Has any reply been given to that efEect to 

Dr. Bose ? 

questio^n Crerar : I must ask for notice of that 



QUESTIONS NOT PUT, OWING TO THE ABSENCE OP THE QUES- 
. , TIONER. WITH ANSWERS TO THE SAIklE. 

Appointment op Muslims as Pbobationary Superintendents of Post 

Offices. 

77. ^Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim: With reference to starred question 
No. 6 asked by Mr. Abdul Haye on the 18th August, 1927, will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state why the Government orders regarding the re¬ 
servation of the one-third vacancies for Mussalmans were not observed in 
filling up the 6 i)osts of the Probationary Superintendents of Post Offices ? 
Will the Government be pleased to state how many appointments of Pro¬ 
bationary Superintendents of Post Offices were made from 1st April, 1927 
to 1st May, 1928, and how many of them were Mussalmans ? Was the 
loss suffered by the Mussabnan community in filling up the 6 posts from 
August 1925 to April 1927 borne in mind while filling up the subsequent 
vacancies ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : There are no Government 
orders reserving one-third of the vacancies for Mussalmans. 

Five appointments of Probationary Superintendents were made 
between the 1st April, 1927, and the 1st May, 1928. Two of these went to 
members of the Muslim community. 

The orders of Government relating to the adjustment of communal 
inequalities are always kept in mind when vacancies are filled by direct 
recrnil ment. 

Gazetting of the Posts of All Postmasters in District Towns and 
Sub-Divisional Headquarters. 

79. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Do Government propose to raise the posts 
of aU Postmasters in District toums and Sub-Divisional Headquarters to 
gazetted Postmasters in order to improve their social and official position ? 

The Honourable Mr. A, 0. McWatters : The reply is in the 
negative. 

Pay while on Leave of Non-Gazetted Officers and Clerks of the 

Postal Department. 

80. ^Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : With reference to the Government reply 
to the question of Pandit Thakurdas Bhargava regarding pay while on 
leave of non-gazetted officers and clerics of tlie Postal Department are 
Government aware that the non-gazetted officers and clerks whose pay was 
less than Rs. 300 and who held a permanent post on the 8th October 1924 
suffered loss by the alterations in the rule ? If so, do Government propose 
to cancel the first alteration in order to redress the grjevance.s of those 
officials who had a permanent po.st on the 8th October 1924 ? If not. why ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : The Government realise 
the effect of the alterations. Fundamental Rule No. 87 was intended 
only to safeguard to the officers concerned a special concession previoitsly 
aUow'ed to them bv article 340 (c) of tlie Civil Service Regulations. By 
an error in drafting, however, the Fundamental Rule originally went fur¬ 
ther than this ancl introduced a new unde.signcd additional concession. 
The alterations now in question were necessary to correct this error. In 

( 213 ) 
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the circumstances the postal staff, to "vphom the rule applies in common 
■with the staff of other departments, have no reasonable^ grievance, and 
(government do not propose to take any further action. 

Eecruitment of Muhammadans in the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle. 

123. *Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of 
the Government been dra'nui to an article headed “ Communalism in the 
Bhagalpur Division Post Office ”, published in the Searchlight, (Patna) 
of the 10th June 1928 ? 

(b) Is it a fact that : 

{i) from 1914 to 1927 there "was an unbroken succession of 
Muhammadan Superintendents of Post Offices posted to the 
Dhagalpur Division of the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle ; 

(m) from 1st August 1921 to 13th February 1923 all the eleven 
appointments made in the rank of clerks "u^ent to Muham¬ 
madans ; 

{Hi) from 13th January 1924 to 1st May’ 1927 the number of 
Hindu clerks taken in was 13 and that of Muhammadan 
clerks was 11 ? 

(c) "Wliat is the proportion of Muhammadan clerks to Hindu clerks 
recruited during the period from 1st August 1921 to 1st May 1927 ? 

{d) What is the principle or jirinciples guiding the recruitment of 
clerks ? Are such recruitments made on the population basis ? If sOj is 
it ascertained that the said basis is adhered to ! 

(e) What is the proportion of the Muhammadan to the Hindu popu¬ 
lation in the Bhagalpur Division of the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle ? 

The Honourable IVIr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) No. 

(b) {ii) There were seven and not eleven appointments made during 
this period. All these went to Muhammadans. 

(b) (m) No. The correct numbers are 12 and 9. 

(c) The proportion is 19 Muhammadans to 15 Hindus. 

(d) The recruitment of clerks is made on an educational and not on 
a population basis subject to certain reservations for the purpose of ad¬ 
justing communal inequalities, 

(e) 1 to 3. 

Promotion of Muhammadan Postmen as Overseers in the Bihar and 

Orissa Postal Circle. 

124. *Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that , 
Shaikh Sobrati and Abdul Hossain, Overseers of Post Offices, Bhagalpur 
Division (Bihar and Orissa Postal Cii'ele) were promoted as such from the 
rank of ijostmen in supersession of a large number of senior and deserving 
Hindu postmen ? If so, do the Government propose to enquire into the 
• matter ? Was the rule that a postman must put in at least 10 years’ service 
before appointment as overseer observed in the above two cases ^ If not 
why not ? ’ 
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. (&) Is it a fact that, amongst the postmen and menials in the Bhagalpiir 
'Division Post Offices the number of Muhammadans is much larger than 
that of the Hindus ? If so, what do they propose to do to remedy this state 
of things i 

(c) Is it a fact that one iM. Syed.Eba Bilgrami, a clerk of the Gaya 
Postal Division, was promoted to the selection grade in supersession of 
his seniors in the gradation list 1 If so, what action was taken to undo 
the wrong 'done ?. If not, do the Government propose to take such re¬ 
medial action ? Is Jt a fact that out of the officials superseded as stated 
above some have been promoted subsequently ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (a) Shaikh Shobrati and Abdul Hossain were 

appointed overseers in 1922. As such appointments are made by selec¬ 
tion, the question of supersession does not arise. 

There is no rule that a postman must put in at least 10 years’ service 
before appointment as an overseer. 

<b) No. , 

(c) Yes. As the appointment was filled by selection, there was no 
irregularity in passing over men senior to hi. Syed Eba Bilgrami but 
considered unfit for the appointment. It is a fact that some of these 
men have subsequentljj- shown their fitness for the selection grade and 
have received promotion. 

Number op Hindu and Muhaiumadan Non-IMatriculates employed as 

Reserve Clerks or as Candidates for reserve Clerkships in the 

Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle. 

125. ’>'Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : Will the Government be 
pleased to state tbe number of non-matriculates, Hindu and hluliammadan, 
separately, taken in as reserve clerks or candidates for reserve clerlcshrps in 
the Post Offices during the last three years in each dimsion of the Bihar 
and Orissa Postal Circle ? ’ Wliat is the rule for recruitment of nou-matricu- 
late.s Is the propoi'tion of the Hindu to the hluharamadan population 
taken into consideration in making such recruitment ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters: A statement showing the num¬ 
ber of non-matriculates, Hindu and Muhammadan, separately employed as 
reserve clerks or as candidates for reserve clerkships in the Post Office 
during the last three years in each division of the Bihar and Orissa^ Postal 
Circle will be supplied- to the Honourable Member. Non-matriculates 
j are occasionally recruited with the approval of the Postmaster-General 
\in special cases. The general orders of Government for the regulation 
|of recruitment to "adjust communal inequalities ai-e taken into considera- 
pon in making such recruitment. 

Wumber of Appointments of Reserve Clerks in the Monghyr Division 
I of the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle, etc. 

; 126. ’'•Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : (a) Will the Government 
e pleased to state the number of appointments of reserve clerks and of 
^ndidates reseiwed for the same in the Post Offices in the Monghyr Division 
i the Bihar and Orissa Circle from August 1927 to June 1928 ^ How 
any of these appointments and enrolments went to Hindus and how many 
iMnhammadans ? 



216 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 


[5th Sept. 1928. 


(J) Is it a fact tliat candidate cleric Yahia Zaman in the Bhagalpur 
Division was removed and subsequently recruited' in the Monghyrt vDivj- 
sion ? Is it a fact immediately after* his recruitment as a candidate 
in the Monghyr Division M. Tahia Zaman was deputed for training in 
telegraphy in supersession of the claims of other candidates senior to 
him ? Is it a fact that M. Yahia Zaman alone was examined instead of all 
the candidates being examined when the test papers of likely candidates 
were called for by the Postmaster General of the Bihar and Orisa Postal 
Circle ? ' 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (o) 5 and 4. 6 went to Hindus and 2 to 

hluhammadans. 

(6) W Yes. ^ ' / 

(n) There was no supersession, Mr. Yahia Zaman was the second candi¬ 
date on the list and was selected because the first was not willing to learn 
telegraphy. 

(i«‘) As Mr. Yahia was the candidate selected by the Divisional 
Superintendent for telegraph training the Postmaster-General called for 
his dictation papers for scrutiny. As he was the senior candidate willing to 
undertake, telegraph training, the question of calling for the papers of 
other candidates did not arise. 

Eecrijitment of Non-IMatriculates as Clerks in the Patna Division 
OF THE Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle. 

127. *Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that non¬ 
matriculates are recruited as candidates for clerkships in the Patna 
Division of the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle ? If so", why f H^Ow many 
such candidates have been taken in since 1926 up to 30th June 1928 ? Is 
it a fact that the Patna Division is comparatively baclcward in education ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. Me Watters : Non-matriculates are not 
ordinarily recruited as candidates in the Patna Division. A few excep¬ 
tions to the rule were made with the previous sanction of the Postmaster- 
General. Prom June 1926 up to June 30th, 1928, five such candidates 
were taken, out of a total of 27 appointments made. As regards the 
educational condition of the Patna Division the Government of India are 
not in a position 'to make comparisons and I suggest that the question 
might more suitably be asked in the Provincial Council. 

Inadequacy of the Pay and Prospects of Superintendents of Post 

Offices. 

128. *Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : Are Government aware that 
there is much discontent amongst the Superintendents of Post OfSces, re¬ 
garding the inadequacy of their pay and prospects ? If so, what remedial 
measures are qiroposed to be takep in the -matter ? 

Revision of the Pay of Superintendents of Post Offices. 

129. *Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh ; Are Government aware that 
the revision of pay of Superintendents of Post Offices sanctioned in their 
letter No. 11-P.T.E., dated the 15thMarch 1926, from the Secretary to the 
Government of India, Department of Industries and Labour, to the Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs, India, did not satisfy the demands made 
by them from time to time since 1921 and that the Postal Officers’ Asso¬ 
ciation expressed dissatisfaction and declared the revision disappointing 
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by a telegram, dated the 20th March, 1926, to the Honourable Member 
in charge of the Department of Industries and Labour ? If so, irhat action 
have Government taken in the matter ? 

EeVISION of THE PaY OF SUPERINTENDENTS OF PoST OFFICES. 

130. *Eaja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : Are Government aware that 
the revision of pay of Superintendents of Post Offices sanctioned in 1926 
has benefited a very small number of such officers and that the majority 
of them stand where they were before ? "What do they propose to do for 
benefiting the latter ? 


Effect of the Revision of the Pay of Superintendents of Post Offices. 

131. *Eaja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : Will the Government be 
pleased to place on the table a statement in the following form ? : 


Effect of revision of 1926. 


Total aumber of Superintendents of 

t No. of officers 

No. of officers ! 

No. of officers 

Post Offices on the 1st April 1920. 

receiving Bs. 5o 

receiving Es. 20 

receiving Bs. 5 


*>y 

by 

by 


the revision. 

the revision. 

the rovieion. 

j 





Annual Increments of Superintendents of Post Offices. 

132. *Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : Are Government aware that 
in the case of the first class Postmasters the rate of annual increment is 
Rs. 30 whereas in the case of Superintendents of Post Offices it is Rs. 20 up 
to a certain stage and then Rs. 25 1 If so, why this differential treatment 
specially when the latter have to tour about in one or more distncts..yhich 
the former have not to do ? Do the Government propose to remove''this 
anomaly ? 


Erbe Quarters, Free Conveyance, etc., for Superintendents or Post 

Offices. , 

133. *Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh ; Are Government aware that 
first class Postmasters have certain amenities of life, namely, free quarters, 
free conveyance, etc., and that these amenities are not given to Superinten¬ 
dents of Post 6fi5ce.s ? Is it a fact that the former have a higher start 
(Rs. 850) than the latter (Rs. 300) ? If so. do they propose to remove this 

anomaly ? 

73LA i>2 
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Daily Allowances or Sotebintendents of Post Offices. 

134. =^Eaja Kaghtmandan Prasad Singh : Are Governmeiit aware that 
Superintendents of Post Offices in spite of being classed as first class officers 
get Rs>. 4 per diem allowance instead of Rs. 5 allowed to first class officers of 
other Departments ? If so, do they propose to revise the amount to make 
it commensurate with their position ? 

Counting towards Increments of Cfficiating Services of Supebin- 
V . teNdents of Post Offices. 

135. *Eaja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that the 
officiating services of certain Superintendents of Post Offices befor-e their 
•confirmation as such were not counted toivards increment of pay^and that 
such officers memorialised the Honourable Member for Industries in October 
1926 ? If so, how does their case stand at present ? Why are the final 
orders delayed in the matter ^ 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. Mc'Watters : With your permission, Sir, 
I will deal together with questions Nos. 12S to 135 inclusive, as these are 
identical with unstarred questions numliers 428 to 434 and 436 already 
asked by Kumar Ganganand Sinha on the 21st March, 1928. I 
would refer the Honourable Member to > the Honourable Sir 
Bhupendra Nath Mitra’s replies given on that date to those questions. 
A copy of the statement already furnislied to the previous questioner in 
reply to his question No. 431 will now be forwarded to the Honourable 
Member for his information. _ 

Names and Nationalities of Probationary Superintendents of Post 
Offices in the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle. 

136. '^Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : (a) Will the Government 

be pleased to give the names-and nationalities* of the'Superintendents of 
Post Offices appointed in the Bihar and Oi’issa Postal Circle since its creation 
in 1924 ? ^ 

(h) Is it a fact that of the ten appointments in the rank of Superin¬ 
tendents in the said Postal Circle as many as seven went to non-Biharees 
and that in making several of these appointments the Postmaster General 
was not consulted at all though the rules require nomination the Post¬ 
master General before a candidate is appointed ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (a) Presumably the Honourable Member 

refei-s to the appointments of Probationary Superintendents. A state¬ 
ment showing the names and nationalities of ten Probationary 
Superintendents who were attached to the Bihar and Oi’issa-,Girele for 
'the purpose of training, will be fxu'nished to the Honourable hfember. 

(h) Of the ten Probationary Superintendents, 3 belong to the 
Province of Bihar and Orissa'. The rules do not require nomination by 
the Postmaster-General. 

Excessive Number of Muhammadan Suferintendents of Post Offices in 

Bihar and Orissa. 

Raghunandan Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that out 
0 the total strength of twelve posts of Superintendents in the Bihar and 
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Orissa Postal Circle, there are'five .Muhammadans against .seven Hindu.s 
and that out.oi these seven Hindus only.two are Biharees ? ' ' ■ ' 

: (5)'What is the proportion' of the Hindus to the Muhammadans in’ 

Bihar and Orissa'? ' ‘ 

• proportion of Hindus in Bihar and Orissa be much higher 

than the proportion of their, representation in the ranks of Superintendents 
of Post-Offices, how do the.Government justify the latter ? Do tliey.pro¬ 
pose to, stop the.appointment of,Muhammadans to Superintendentships for 
sometime till;the .disparity is,made up ?, ; - . 

■ .{dy Is it a fact that ever since the establishment of the Postal Adminis¬ 
tration: in India only-two Biharee Hindus have been appointed Superin¬ 
tendents of 'Post Offices ? ' • 

Tlie Honourable Mr.'A. C' McWatters ; (o) Of the 12 Superin¬ 
tendents of Post Offices attached to the Bihar and Orissa Circle, 4 are 
Muhammadans, 1 is ah Anglo-Indian and 7 are Hindus, of whom 2 are 
Bihari'Hindus. . ' 

(&)'Approximately 8 to!l. 

(c) Superintendents of. Post Offices belong to an All-India cadre 
for .which recruitment isiihade dm’accordance-with the general orders of 
the! Government of India regarding representation- of different eom- 
mnnities. -.-.Their posting is riot made on communal eon.siderations. Gov¬ 
ernment: do not -propose to take-the action suggested by-the Honourable 
Member;. ‘ . 

'{d) The information is not available. 


■' .SEPARATE’; office; P.OB- THE LEGISEATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Mr. President .‘ With the permission of the House, I desire to make 
• 12 N oni ^ .statement on' the question of setting up a separate and 

■ ■ ' ' independent department for the’Assembly. 

As an elected President, I am re;sponsible to the Assembly and to uo 
other authority'.' No President can afford to ignore' or withst-and the 
wishes of the House, ■ either expressed or implied. It is no doubt true 
that he' wields large controlling po-wers, and his rulings on points of 
order and procedure must' be accepted as final, at least for the time 
being' : but it is tb be remembered that,' after all, "the will he imposes 
upon the House' is not his-personal will, but it is the law of the House it¬ 
self ; and in all 'tha't th^ President does he is naturally rcistraihed by a 
desire to have'his action fully ' endorsed by the House as a-whole. In 
fact,' the ruling motive in his mind always is to 'act fairly between all 
Parties and to give satisfaction " all round. 'Since' I-' assumed charge of 
this office,'I have-found-the Assembly and its President labouring under 
-a-serious handicap ■ in - two essential particulars,, and this makes smooth 
and' satisfactory wdrkintr'bf the'legislative machinerjr very difficult. The 
President is aii'impartial’ interpreter and administrator of .the rules of 
the' House, hut these rules are not,made by it, nor has it the power to 
amend them to suit its reqiiireme'iits. Tliey are amended from time to 
time by the Governor General ,iii Council with the sanction of the Secre¬ 
tary of State, and-neither the Assembly nor its' President has any 
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riglit even to consulted. In .the interpretation .pf'.’.tlie.r-ulesj the Pre¬ 
sident'Has to''rely on the advice'of the Secretary .of tlie Assembly, and 
in the administration thereof by the office he has to rely on the efficiency, 
independence and reliability of the staff and the Secretary. Every Mem¬ 
ber. of the House’ has in the discharge of his duties to deal both with the 
Secretary and ‘ his staff, and if he' fails to 'get satisfaction, the fault is 
naturally laid at.the door' of the Presidenf, who is isupposed to 'be the 
controlling authority. It goes without saying that if the business of the 
House is to be carried on to its satisfaction, • the Secretary and the staff 
must in some form .be,responsible, to the House and,its President, and 
not be' subordinate to any outside authority. The President must feel 
that he is getting independent and . impartial advice from. the , Secretary j 
the Secretary and the' staff must also feel that they are. there' solely to 
serve and fui’ther the best interests of the Assembly. 

As matters stand 'at present, the' Secretary of the Assembly owes no 
allegiance to it or to the President ; he is, for all practical purposes res¬ 
ponsible to the Governor General in Council. In eveiy question at issue . 
between the. Government. and the . representatives of the people, he is 
bound to identify himself with Government. He is invariably nominated 
a Member of the House and, as such, he : joins a Party, votes with them, 
works for them, and is one of them. Neither the Assembly nor its 
President. has any authority over him and can, therefore, in any wa.y 
control his conduct in any matter connected with the Assembly. The 
President cannot' in the nature. of things, therefore,, regard the . advice 
of the Secretary in connection with the business of the Assembly as com¬ 
ing from a wholly impartial, unbiassed and independent source, and it 
is natural for the same reason that the Assembly should desire radical 
reforhi. in ,tye present state of things., I am glad to be able to say in 
this e'onhection that His Excellency the Viceroy has, at iny request, 
discontinued .the practice of nominating the' Secretary , as a . Member of 
the Assembly from this Session. But this, as the House will understand, 
i's merely a palliative and the root cause of the trouble remains unaffected. 

, As regaids the staff, I will only make one . observation., .My ex¬ 
perience is that they feel difficulty in approaching the President freely,-, 
or in seeking his advice in the discharge of their duties lest, by • doing so 
they should run the risk of offending their official superiors to whom 
they are subordinate. If, therefore, the Honourable, Members' have not 
, received the facilities, convenience,' guidance and assistance they are en- 
•■^tjitled to for the proper discharge of their duties, I want them to believe 
me when I say that -it is not due to any want of will on the part of the 
President, but to the limitations and handicaps’in his way. I know 
that the President could he more helpful to the House if the House had 
the power to amend its own rules of business, but this is out of the 
question under the present constitution. But even under existing eir- 
cumstahees, he could -give inore facilities and convenience to Honourable 
-Members and otherwise be of greater help to them if the Secretary of .the 
Assembly was,- in fact,, such Secretary,:-'and.-the-office of the Assembly 
was independent and nnconheeted'-with .the Government of India,Apart 
,, -from these. considerations, the very^ idea that the Secretary „.of the 
.Assembly should,-be ..occupying:a. pbsition of subordination not to the 
House but, to an outside authority is in'.itself;'to’sav the least;, attalogous. 
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^ tliis after I assumed char-e 

of^the office in August 1925. The Presidents’ Conference, ^hieh St 
the following January, pas,se^a at my instance a resolution advocating 
the ereation-of a separate office for the Assembly, quite independent aSd 
uneonneeted .with Government. I eommunieated that resolution to the 
Government of: India for favourable consideration and action No renlv 
was fortheonung-to my communication, and I waited for more than a year 
in the hope that Government would take some definite action in the 
matter... I then .prepared and forwarded to them in September last a 
detailed scheme embodying concrete proposals- for setting up a separate 
department or office for the Legislative Assembly. The most essential de¬ 
mands eontaine-d in the scheme were three : 


- (1) That the Assembly office should be separated from the Legisla- 
' tive Department of the Government of India, and be treated 
as an independent department and not merely as an office 
' attached to any department of Government. 

(2) That its principal officers and establishment should be under 

' the control of the-Assembly through its President. 

(3) That the financial proposals of the new department should be 

included in the annual budget without any scrutiny by the 
Finance Department, the Assembly to be thc'^Bnal judge as 
to whether the proposed expenditure was necessary. 

It was known to Governmerit that I was very anxious to put the 
scheme through as soon as possible and had, therefore, expected that 
Government would treat my communication as urgent and deal with it 
accordingly. But I heard nothing from them till about the middle of 
April following. In his letter, dated 16th April, the Secretary of the 
Legislative Department informed me that the Government of India had 
reached certain provisional conclusions on my scheme, and that His 
Excellency the Viceroy would be glad to know my views on them. 
When I.left Delhi in March last, I had personally explained to His 
Excellency that I did not know how the Government were going to deal 
with my scheme, but it was necessary that the President of the Assembly 
and the Government should be in agreement before any Despatch was 
•• sent to the Secretary of State, and for that purpose I should have an 
opportunity of discussing the matter with him at some stage. 

The Government of India found themselves unable to accept the 
essential demands contained in my scheme. They were of opinion that 
the Assembly office must be an office attached to one of the existi}^- 
departments of Government, and not be an independent office or depart¬ 
ment, their Legal Expert having advised them that the requirements of 
the constitution demanded that it should be linked with the Imperial 
Secretariat. I am unable to agree with this view of their Expert ; but, 
even so, there is nothing to prevent the Government from including the 
new department in the portfolio of the Governor General, and by conven¬ 
tion to allow it to function independently of the Government as has been 
done to some extent by the Punjab Government in connection with the 
Council Department of the Punjab Legislature. - . ■ 

With regard to the second demand, the Goveimment of India were 
of opinion that, in order that the Secretary .and the establishment com 
act efficiently and fearlessly; neither the President nor the Leader of the 
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House should hare'any controPover them. I fail to understand how they 
^)fopose fo bring this about. ‘What is to happen, to the poyrer of punish¬ 
ment,' -suspension and dismissal now- vested' in the 'Governor' General in 
Council ? If these pOM'ers are not to be transferred to the'Assembly and 
its President -under-ithe new-arrangement, they must and-; will- remain 
■ndth the Governoi”’General in'Council: '-' In-that' ease ;the separation of 
the office has”no ihbanihg, and it-is not worth having: As for the third 
demand in ■ the'scheme, I have been'Unable'to understand 6r appreciate 
the"reason given by Go'vernnaent for its rejection. ' 

in reply to the Secretary’s letter, informing me of; these provisional 
conclusions of the Government on mj’^ scheme, I Avrote back to say that I 
■would go to-Simla and disCuss'the Avhole'question with His Excellency,' 
pointing out at the-'same time that it was difficult for me'to understand hoAv 
the President AAhs tO'run The show if .he was to have no control whateA'er 
over the officers and the establishmerit of tlie'.neAV department. I aceord- 
•ingly, did so, and had-tAvo.interAdeAvs-Avith. His.Excellency. ..At the, second 
interview,-AA'hen the question; AA’as, gone; .into somewhat-,more thoroughly, 
the >Seeretary Avas also present. . I regret to say, however, that after con- 
A’ersati'on and correspondence, .no agreemen-t "iA^as found'possible. 

-Let me noAv,- for the information of the. Housej. outline the main points 
on which' Government should, in my. opinion;. agree' if the Assembly de¬ 
partment is to .be, given. a substantial meusure. of independence, of the 
GoA^ernment of India.. j'.They,are,:. ' 

(l)' If the Go-ve'fhment 'of India maintain that they haA’'e,no. pOweT 
to'efCate' a, department to -function' independently, - let ' the 
. ’ new department be included in the portfolio of'the GoA^erhor- 

- ’ ’General AAUth a 'Anew to meet”the technical-■'legal "objections 
" ' . 'raised by'the Legal Expert of the Government of'India: ' ■ 

. (’2) Ihaf the principal .officers of, the departmentshould, .be. ..ap¬ 

pointed by .the GoA'ernor-General on. the'I’ecommendation.. of 
;;.the President. ........ ...,, , .-V. 


. (3) .That these, officers can be. dismissed, or ,.otbe'rAvise punished, 
. on an .address by the Assembly to the Governor General to 
that effect. i • 


, (4), .That the members of .the'establishment .should .be. appointed 
' . by the President on. ihe, recommendation of .'the Secretary. 

'(5) That they can-be dismissed or otherwise ' piihished-' by - the 
. President in consultation Avith the Secretary.-' - 

■(6) That-theffinancial proposals of .the: department • prepared,, ,by 
-/i - ■ ■ ■'the Seei-etary-and countersigned.by the .President should .be 
■ Included in tbe .annual financial statemen't as a. matter. of 
■eoursej and it, should be left ,to'the Assembly to make sueh 
■ . - • -modifications in .them as they think proper. ■ . 


that -^th'dnt any amendment of tlie Goa 
establish a separate departmen 
-Tipociccn 1 ^ ^aboA'e,. either by ■ convention-or b’ 

necessary delegation-in that'behalf, if-the.'.Goveimment, chooseVfo do--so:..;; 
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do not feel sorry, however, that ^negotiations have fallen through because 
the Assembly thereby get an opportunity to express its conBidcred 
opinion on the points in dispute betv,'een me and the Government Idnv 
I, therefore, hope that the House would before this Session terminates 
discuss the whole question in all its aspects and record their own eon 
elusions. T do not know if Government would be prepared to treat this 
business as official, or, at any rate, give a Government date for its dis¬ 
cussion. If they are not so prepared, I would request His Exeelienev 
indeed, I have already requested him, to allow non-official time for the 
purpose.’ 


Before I close, I should refer to two or three matters arising out of 
the correspondence I had with Government in connection with the 
scheme : 


(1) Government seem to contend that the Clerk of the House of 
Commons and his establishment are immune from the con¬ 
trol of the House as well as the Speaker. This is, in my 
opinion, a mistaken view. The Clerk and other principal 
officers of the House are liable to dismissal on an address 
by the House to the Crown and the numbers of the staff, 
the right of regulating salaries, pensions, retiring allowances 
and fixing the age of retirement, &e., are regulated and 
determined by a Commission with the Speaker as Chairman. 
The Speaker has also the right to require the dismissal of 
any member of the establishment. These are some of the 
methods by which the House and the Speaker exercise con¬ 
trol over the department, and the measure of independence 
that they enjoy is secured to them by the House itself and 
can he taken away by the House at any time. Conditions 
in India are different, and the Legislatures are endeavour¬ 
ing to evolve a system of, separate and independent offices 
in their own way. 


(2) In spite of the fact that no agreement has been reached be¬ 
tween the President and the Government on the principles 
underlying my scheme, a Despatch has already been sent 
to the Secretary of State. I should have thought that the 
Government of India would have referred the points in 
dispute between them and the President to this House and, 
in fact, I had pointed out to them that if they sent a Des¬ 
patch without affording an opportunity to the House _ to 
express its views, the House was bound to resent such action 
very strongly. 


(3) I will add one word more before I close. I regret I am not 
in a position to inform the House how far the provisional 
conclusions of the Goverament of India communicated to 
me by the Secretary in April last have been .subsequent^ 
modified. I asked for a copy of the Despatch to enable me 
to know what exactly tlie final attitude of Government wa.s 
in this matter, but the Government of 'India found them¬ 
selves unable to comply with my request, 

I apologise for the length of this statement. The importance of the 
subject is my only excu.se. 
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' Mi*. C. S. Rariga Iyer (EoMlktmd and .Kumaon Divisions '.Non- 
Muhaiiimadan liiiral),: Is this not an occasioiiirSir, for the. Pfesidehl-fo 
resign'and, take his vacant place .on the Opposition front benches ? .■ 

Mr.; K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Mnhanunadan Rural) : Sir, in . 
view ibf the difficulty created by Government.... ; ' ■ ’ ' ' 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Standing Orders and-Rules , are 
quite clear that no questions can be addressed to the President.; , v 

Mr. K. Ahmed: I am not putting any question to the President.;. I 
ask whether the Government of India Aet, 1919, should not have been satis¬ 
fied before the report was introduced. • ' ■ 

The Honourable Mr. 3. Crerar (Home Member) : Mr. President, I.have 
listened with close attention to the communication which you liave just 
inade to the House, and after consideration I shall, with your permission, 
take the earliest possible opportunity—I hope to-morrow—^to make myself 
a statement explaininjg the position of the Government. • 

Pandit Motilal Nehru (Cities of the United ProvincesNon-Muham¬ 
madan Urban) ; May I ask if the Honourable Member wiU, be prepared to 
lay tlie Despatch which the Government have addi-'essed t'o the Secretaiy of 
State also on the table of the House ? ' ' . 

The Honoui’able Mr. J. Orerar : No, Sir. I regi’et that for the 
reasons—on. the part of the Government of India referred to in Mr. Pre- ‘ 
sident’s statement—I shall be unable to lay the Despatch on the table. 

(Some Honourable Members'rose to'addreiis the House))' 

Mr. President : The Honoimable Member has promised,to make a con¬ 
sidered statement to-morrow and the Honourable Members had better wait 
till he mjakes the statement, 


PETITIONS RELATING TO THE INDIAN LA'W REPORTS BILL. 

- Sir Hari Singh Gout (Central Provinces Hindi DivisionsNon- 
Muhammadan)' : *Sir, under Standing Order 78 I beg to present 208 petitions 
signed by 15;249-members'of fhe-Rar as per 'statement also on the table re¬ 
lating to the Bill to regulate and improve.Law Reports which was introduced 
in the Legislative Assembly on the 1st February, 1927. 


RESOLUTION RE THE CABLE AND WIRELESS BEAM MERGER. 

. Mr. K. 0. Roy : (Bengal: Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I beg to 
move the following Resolution : . r - ' . , . 

‘' That this Assembly recommends to the Governor'' General in' Council that ho 
may be pleased to lay on the table all correspondence between .the : Secretary of State 
and the Government of India relating to the cable and' the wireless beam merger 
scheme, certain conclusions of which were recently announced both- in. London and 
m India . ’• 


.Mr. K. Ahmed : (Rajshahi Division; Muhammadan Rural): In Simla, 

meah ? • •' '• 


you mean 


TT extremely?sorry that;my Honourable fricnc 

Hay Lhaudhun Mohammad Ismail Khan-is,not-ip his place. Otherwise, ht 
moved Hie Resolution of.his..own, relating to greater facilities foi 
t e edncapon of girls in the centrally' administered areas, and Hhe. Resolu¬ 
tion would have appealed to the chivalry and good-sense of the'House.; 'My 
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Resolution is of a purely teclmical character, but is of the most national im¬ 
portance to India. India occupies a unique place in the British Empire. 
It is the central li^ of all Imperial enterprises ; it is the central link in 
Imperial airways ; it is the central link in Imperial wireless communications. 
I, therefore, make no apology, Sir, for bringing this matter to the notice of 
the House. Honourable Members of this House are fully aware that for the 
last 2.5 years Hi.« Majesty’s Government have been busy in developing 
wireless communications and the culmination of their efforts'^was reached in 
1923 w’hen Hi.s Majesty’s Government undertook to construct the Rugby 
beam station. The House is no doubt aware that it is one of the most power¬ 
ful stations in the world ,—Z believe it is second to none. The station was 
recently visited by His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. The station 
was also visited by many distinguished Indians who had been to England 
in recent years. When this big station was thrown open to traffic, the com¬ 
petition became vei’y keen betw'een the beam and the cable companies. So 
keen was the competition that the magnates of the cable comiianies saw 
their waj’- at once to reduce the cable rates between England and India 
and other parts of the Empire. But, Sir, the matter did not end there. The 
viar of rates and speed continued and the British Government wms ap¬ 
proached by the cable companies and the cable magnates with a view to 
arriving at a modus vivendi. Early this year'His Majesty’s Government 
convened a Conference under the presidency of Sir John Gihnour to find 
out the best way of meeting the wishes of the cable magnates. TJie purpose 
of the Conference, Sir, was : 

“ to examine the situation vrhich. has arisen as a result of the competition of 
the Beam Wireless with the Cable Services, to report thereon, and to make recom¬ 
mendations Tvith a view to a common policy being adopted by the various Govern¬ 
ments concerned ”. 

To this Conference all the Dominions were invited, and so was India. The 
iConf erence has now reported, and I haAm got a copy of its report in my hand. 
It is one of the most intricate documents that I have ever seen. I could 
hardly make anything out of it. In this document, Sir, India is mentioned 
in four places. The first is on the title page where it is stated that Sir Atul 
Chatterjee represented India ; secondly, Sir, it is stated that there is such 
a thing as the Indian Radio Telegraph Companj’-; in the third place, the 
Government of India have an institution called the Indo-European Tele¬ 
graph Department, and in the fourth place—and this is the most important 
of all—India is the bigge.st consumer of wireless beam service. I shall malte 
a foAv comments on these four points. 

More than once, Sir, this House has raised the question about the repre¬ 
sentation of India at these Imperial Conferences. On this particular one. 
the delegation on behalf of India consisted of Sir Atul Chatterjee and two 
telegraph experts. Sir Atul Chatterjee is loiown to everj- Itlember of this 
House. I yield to none in my respect for him. But at the same time I feel 
that in a Conference of this sort which combined politics and business, he 
was not a proper representatiA^e. In my own opinion, the Government of 
India should haA'c sent a delegation composed on the same basis as those of 
other Dominions and the British GoA'ernment. They ought to haA'e sent a 
representative of the people based upon eleeth'e qualification^ and not a 
hroAvn sun-dried‘bureaucrat. 
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The second point I come to is the Indian Radio Telegraph Company 
Members are avaie that this Company is a Bombay Company. Much \Vas 
made. Sir, when this Company was first started. Sir Narasimha Sarma was 
then a J\Iember of Government. I was told that it w^as going to be 
a rupee company with an Indian directorate. I "was myself opposed to the 
seheiae. I iva-s for its being State-owned and State-worked. I made repre¬ 
sentation to Sir Narasimha Sarma. But, Sir, what is the position to-day ? 
If the London Times is correct—^I have always believed that the news of the 
London Times is invariably correct—^the control of this Company has passed 
into the hands of the British Slarconi Company. I should like to have an 
answer, from hir Me Watters on this point. We do not also know the ex¬ 
tent of the lialnlity which this Conference has imposed upon this country. 
Possibly, Mr. McWatters will be able to enlighten ns on this point. , 

The third point is the Eastern Telegraph Company. This is a very old 
story. This u'as subjected to the utmost scrutiny by the Inehcape Com¬ 
mittee to whose report mj^ Honourable friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas 
contributed a notable minute. All I should like to say on this is this, that 
although this question has been xmnding for the last 7 to 8 years, no con¬ 
clusion seems to have been reached by this Conference. 


hly last point, Sir, is the most important one, and that is, India is the 
biggest consumer of wireless service^ I shall give the figures as given by this 
Conference. The House will be surprised to note India’s position in this 
matter. From M.areh to May Canada took 6 million words, the Australian 
service 9 millions, the South African .service 9 millions, the Indian ser¬ 
vice 10} millions. Those who sneer at us, those who are not willing to meet 
us half-way in polities, will realise the vast ’political importance of India 
and the part which India plays in this Imperial game. 


I come now to certain recommendations made by this Merger Committee. 
Before I do so I wish to make one remark, and it is this. As far as I can 
understand—I am a novice in finance—^the British Government is out to 
malre money. The Australian Government is out to malve money. But 
what is the position of India ? India has been paying subsidies to cable 
companies. It was nearly Rs. 2,90,000 when Lord Inehcape reported. 
Since then it has been reduced. But we must get something out of this new 
transaction and not continue to pay subsidies to these cable companies 
Now, Sir, I come to some of the principal recommendations of this Confer¬ 


ence. The first and foremost recommendation is the formation of a Merger 
Company. All the cable companies and the Marconi Wireless are merged 
in a single company. Part of this was done when the Conference was in 
session and practically this forced the hands of the Conference to come to 
an agreement with the cable companies. I do not know what onr delegate 
Sir Atul Chatterjee said about it, or how he liked it. I do not know^the 
views .which he expressed on this merger. But we want to find out whether 
we in India have ans^ interest in this Merger Company. And then, Sir, it is 
not the habit of the British Government to have only one company. They 
are firin believers in company promotion, because there are no less than 80 
members representing the British Federation of Industries in the House of 

a company called the Communication Oom- 

our inteSiTi-t ? T^rfM T Company. But what is 

0 ^ view and that f unportant one from our point 

Mew, and that m the formation of an Advisory Board. This is an 
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Advisory Board whicli is supposed to protect the interests of the consumers 
because it will be the nltiniate authority in fixing the rates. Is India going 
to be represented on it, and, if so, how many seats are you going to have on 
it ? There are only two countries which approximate to India in the con¬ 
sumption of wireless beam services, and they are Australia and Canada. 
India is the biggest consumer and we ought to have our representation on 
this Advisory Board in proportion to our interests as the biggest consumer. 

I will only deal with one small point and that is the position to be taken up 
by the Dominions and His Majesty’s Government when there is'trouble or a 
.crisis. Provision has been made in the contract that the Ar my -will assume 
the responsibility of these wireless-posts in times of trouble. Well, what is 
our position ? Will the Government of India receive ordens from Ilis 
Majesty’s Government as to how to take possession of these wireless posts 
and use them for Imperial and military purposes, or is India going to have 
the same status in respect of these wireless institutions as the Dominions of 
His Majesty’s Empire ? Unless Dominion status is conceded to us in this 
respect now and here, I think the Government of India should not be a 
signatory to this new arrangement. 

One word more; Sir John Gilmour, the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, ’ who presided over this transaction, a shrewd Scotchman \\-ho 
-managed one of the biggest deals that the British Government lias done 
in recent years, announced in the House of Commons that no decision would 
be taken on'any of the recommendations of this Conference, unless the 
Dominions'and India had been consulted. I therefore ask my Honourable 
friend to lay the papers on the table of the House in order tliar he may take 
the sense of the House and then give’the consent of the Government to the 
'■new conditions to be imposed upbn the Britisli Empire by these J^Ierger 
Companies. After reading the report carefully, I may saV that I am not 
at all satisfied that the Indian interests have been protected. I should like 
to ask the House to take the lead of South Africa. South Africa has made 
■reservations, has made definite reservations. Both the delegates of South 
Africa and the Government of South Africa have made reservations as 
far as I can understand from this book, and I think the House will do well 
to make reservations till they are satisfied with the national and financial 
" aspects of the piroblem.' 

Sir, I commend my Kesolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural). 
When I was travelling up this morning from Kalka I came across an interest¬ 
ing advertisement in a journal under the heading that business has no poli¬ 
tics. It proclaimed the superior merits of a particular British brand of con¬ 
fectionery which is alleged to have a world-wide market. But, Sir, if any¬ 
body Imows how to combine business with politics, eertainlv the Britisliers 
do, and the present is an instance in point. The real fact, as has been staled 
by Mr. Roy, is that when the beam service entered into competition with 
the cable services the profits of the cable services began to dwindle down. 
This is expressly stated in the report to which he has made reference. I 
will just quote4 few sentences from the report on this point. 

" Before the opening of tiie Beam services, the eablc.s were worhinp -srith n 
large margin of annual surplus, and there is evidence that the introduction of 
cheaper nates h.as .already led to an appreciable increase in the total volume of Iclc- 
gr.aph traffic. But in spite of this it lias been represented to us that the c.able tintlcr- 
takings affected by the ivireless rate reductions and the Indo-Eiiropo.an land-line 
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service have hcen brought to a serious position by the two-fold rceduction in their 
receipts resulting from the operation of the lower rates introduced as a means of 
countering Beam competition and also from, the loss of a ^considerable volume of 
trafSe to the Beam services 

When‘the position came to the knowledge of the British people, they began 
to contrive some measure to counter the effect. It may he that very in¬ 
fluential people are financially intere.sted in the cable services. It may be— 
i do not know—^klihisters of Government, Secretaries of State, es-Viceroys 
even, may have something to do with the cable companies. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that that, blessed word “ Empire ” was brought into requisition 
and an Imperial assembly was called and our good old friend. Sir Atul 
Chatterjee Avas there to represent India. 


Mr. B. Das,: (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : To repre¬ 
sent the Government of India and- not India. 

I 1. 


Mr. K. C. Neo^ : Noav, Sir, I have the highest regard for our 
present High Commissioner, and I will not' say anything that might in 
any way mean any reflection on him. But, Sii*, we know his' limitations, 
and before we can hold him responsible for anything done in this matter, 
we ought to have-the terms of the instructions which the GoAfernment had 
sent him in connection with this Conference. It may be that he was abso¬ 
lutely helpless in the matter. If the Government do not really desire to 
conform to the views of the people as formulated in this House, well, it 
hardly matters whether India is represented by a Chatterjee or by a Lord 
Cushendum.—I would-really be obliged to any Honourable Member who 
would give me the correct spelling of the name of that noble Lord who 
represented, very appropriately represented, India at a recent International 
Conference, {An Honourable Member ; “ Lord Cushendun.”)—because 
that noble Lord put his signature to the Kellogg pact plighting his word that 
I and my descendants will never engage in any future war. Now, Sir, as 
I said, it matters very little whether a Cushendun or a Chatterjee repre¬ 
sents India at these farcical Imperial or International Conferences where 
India’s name is unnecessarily dragged in. I want the Government to be 
a little more honest. What do they mean by trotting out the name of 
India on these occasions unless they send somebody' who can be acknow¬ 
ledged in this House to truly voice the feelings and sentiments of Indians ? 
I should like to know exactly what the instructions of the Government of 
India Avere, and what the reasons were that led the so-called representative 
of India to afe his signature to a most fantastic report which frankly 
seeks to establish ‘‘predominant British control”—I am quoting the words 
from the report itself—^predominant British control on what is called the 
merger scheme. I do hope that the Government Avill be a little more decent 
in their dealings on such occasions in future. In these words, I strongly 
support the Resolution moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Roy 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : (Nominated Labour Interests): I Avish only 
a to what has been said by my Honourable friends Mr. 

tell ? I’^^eeessary that the Government Of India should 

tmi us what attitude they have faken’in this matter- We also want to 

Ston totere^ “ beS to p^teS 

W (taes the Sovernment of India in the past 

ave seAeral times failed to protect Indmn interests. They failed to do so 
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the British Government made a contract with the Imperial Airwavs Com- 
. That contract was made without the knowledge of the Government 
of India and without the Government of India having an opport?nhTto 
safeguard Indmn interests I do not know what is the real object of this 
merger. My Honourable friend Mr. Neogy said that the present scheme 
was intended to safeguard the British domination. Well, Sir I know one 
thing ^d that is that they do want to safeguard the British domination 
at least in competition with another nation, namely, the United States of 
America. There is at present keen competition between the United States 
and the British Government for getting control over the communications of 
the world, and hy this merger the British Government want to keep the 
control in their hands. I do not care -whether the British people control 
the communications of the world or the people of the United States do. 
What I care about is that the interests of India should be .safeguarded. 
In India we do not believe in transferring our communications to private 
agencies.^ We must therefore see that all the machinery that we have for 
maintaining communications shall not be in private hands and shall not be 
transferred to any merger or private companies. We are anxious that the 
communications with India and in India .shall always remain under public 
control and shall not be in private control. There is no doubt, as my 
friend Mr. Neo^ has said, that the object of this merger is to profit eer- 
taifi capitalists in Great Britain. This was shown very clearly by the fact 
that the shares of these companies went up tremendously as soon as it 
was announced in Great Britain that the Government had approved of 
this merger. It was quite clear that these companies were not making 
as much profit as they wanted to, and, as soon as it was found out that the 
scheme for merger would be sanctioned, the prices of the shares went up. 
These are some of the points on which we want information from Govern¬ 
ment. We are anxious, in the first place, that communications with India 
should not pass into the hands of private companies. We are also anxious 
that we should not sacrifice Indian interests in order that Great Britain 
should succeed in its competition with the United States in controlling 
the communications of the world and that her capitalists should make 
huge profits. 


Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury (Assam : Muhammadan) : Sir, I 
want to offer a few remarks on this question of merger from the point of 
view of the Indian consumer. As Mr. Koj’- has pointed out, India is one 
of the largest consumers of the beam service. We have some sort of a feel¬ 
ing that'in this Imperial Wireless and Cable Conference the interests of 
the Indian consumers have been sacrificed in order to give a new lease of 
life to the Cable Company and .swell the dividend of the Communication 
Company that -will arise out of the merger scheme. I shall explain how. 
At present the cable rate to India is Is. 5d. per word ; b.y the beam service 
it is Is. Id. Before the introduction of this beam service the cable rate 
was Is. 8d. When we remember that about 94 million words are transmit¬ 
ted every year from England to India, we can form an idea of the advantage 
of the beam ser-\ice to the Indian consumer. IMr. Pilcher calculated that for 
8 months from September 1927, the figure amounted to one hundred 
thousand pounds. If the Cable Company was going down in competition 
with the beam service, and if for strategic and other reasons it was neces¬ 
sary to have them, efforts should have been directed towards a solution that 
■nmuld not deprive the consumer of the cheap rate that the beam service 
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afPorded. In this eonneetion I should like to read to you an extract from 
the Economist of the 4th August. It observes : / 

‘ ‘ Indeed should there not be some means ' of assuring the public ^ that, while 
there is a legitimate "case for protecting the dables, that protection should not go so 
far as to stand in the nay of further achievements of science being brought to the 
benefit of the public. The recommendation of the Cable Conference does not com¬ 
mend, itself to us as being in the interest of the consumer 

It seems to us that greater attention has been paid to the stabilising of the 
dividend of the Communication Company than to the interests of the public. 
The Communication' Company has been assured of a net annual revenue 
of about the one million eight hundred and sixty-five thousand pounds and 
of any profit they make outside that, 50 per cent, goes to the company and 
50 per cent, goes to-the reduction of rates or such other purpose as the Ad- 
visory Board may coiiaider necessai’y. It seems to me therefore any fur- 
ther prospect of reduction of rates is a very remote possibility. We do not 
kno'w what instructions were given to Sir Atul Cliatterjee and wkat sa^e 
he'had in formulating the recommendations. One thing is.very clear^ So 
far as the safeguarding of the interests of the consumers is concernedj his 
efforts do not seem to have met with any conspicuous success. The best way 
of safeguarding the interests of the consumers would have been to insist 
upon State owmership and State management. of the Wireles^ was 
pointed Out in the House of Commons in 1911, the Imperial Conference 
passed a Resolution in favour of State ownership and State management of 
the wireless services. In 1913, a committee under the presidency of L/ord 
Parker, made a similar recommendation. In 1920, the Imperial Telegraph 
Committee under the Chairmanship of-Sir Henry Norman, also recommend¬ 
ed in favour of State ownership of the wireless service. In 1921, the im¬ 
perial Communication Committee made a similar recommendation. It is 
obvious that State managemeut and State ov nership ai e the best mecms of 
cjisurino^ cheap rates, for it ohviates *the necessity of pioviding an. inflated 
dividend to the Merger Company. The only other point I want to mention 
Is that in the Advisory Committee that will be set up, there should be a 
representative of India, and that representative should be a non-ofBcial and 
not an official of the.tyjie that, we hadpn the Imperial Cable Conferences, 
hamng regard to the-fact tliat India is one,of the biggest consumers of the 
beam service. 

Sir James' Simpson : (Associated Chambers of Commerce : .Nomi¬ 
nated Non-Of&cial) : Mr. President, I rise to ‘supiiort this Resolution. 
(.Swara.iist applause.) Let my Honourable friends opposite make no mis¬ 
take. I bare no desire to embarrass the Government and I support this 
Resolution entirely from a business point of view, and I am not going 
to mix up business with politics like my Honourable friend Mr. Neogy. 

Sir, the trading interests in India are intensely , interested in this 
mbr'ger''scheme, and naturally* w’e would like to have details. In fact I 
consider we are*^ entitled to have the full details. We believe that any such 
merger scheme, will make for greater efficiency and economy, and that tintil 
wireless is more perfect in all weather conditions, we realize the Cable Com¬ 
panies must he depended upon. My Honourable friend behind, here was 
encotiraging this Resolution on the ground that there ought to be a State 
monopoly of wireless and cables. I would object to it on that ground. I 
do not want it to be that. We have no objections to the merger in the 
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respect tliat Cable Companies sliould be helped by the •wireless companies. 
But, Sir, we hold that new inventions should cheapen cable costs, and we 
trust that principle has not been lost sight of in this merger seheme. All 
we a,sk is for details, and I have much pleasure in supporting the Resolu¬ 
tion. 

The Honourable Mr, A. 0. MeWatters (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, the 'Honourable Mover of this Resolution need have 
made no apology for bringing this matter before the House. Indeed I 
welcome his Resolution because it gives the House an opportunity of taking 
cognisance of a matter which is unquestionably of the first economic and 
political importance, and I agree with everything which the Honourable 
Mr Roy said about its importance in relation to India. The exact terms 
of his Resolution leave me in a slight difficulty. We published, as the 
House knows, the full summary of the report of the Conference as soon as 
it was given' out in England, and we have placed on the table of the House 
some Aveelts ago the full report of the Conference. Apart from that, we 
have received Aveek by Aveek from the Secretary of State the detailed pro¬ 
ceedings of the Conference AA'hich Avere naturally sent to us to keep ns 
on fait Avith the position from Aveek to week. Those proceedings, as the 
House will of course realize, contain a great deal of eontidential matter— 
figures and information gh'^en by the various companies Avhieh 
■ivere given under strict seal of confidence—and it would therefore 
be impossible so far as those records are concerned to publish in India 
AV'hat has not been ' published in otlier parts of the Empire. 
In fact Ave iiavc already published eveiything Avhieli lias been published 
either in the United Kingdom or in any other parts of the Empire. Hgaa'- 
ever, I think I sliall not be misinterpreting the Honourable kloA’cr’s ob.ieet 
in moving this Resolution if I take it that he is asking Government ’to give 
him and the House such information as they can on this very technical and 
intricate subject Avithout disclosing matter Avhich must remain confidential. 
In particular there arc tAvo aspects of the question Avhich have been em¬ 
phasised in the speeches made to-day on Avhich I think the Honourable 
Mover and the House Avould like to haA’’e assxirances. The first is that the 
public, and the commercial public in particular, should have some assur¬ 
ance that they are not going to be charged excessiA^e telegraphic rates be¬ 
cause of this merger, and further that tliey Aidll be able to get the due ad- 
Amniage Avhich they are entitled to expect from future dcA’clopments and 
improvements in Avireless. And secondly, the House is perfectly entitled 
to ask Avhat is the position of the Government of India in the matter and 
whether our financial interests liave been properly secured. It is particu- 
larty to those tAvo aspects of the question that I will direct myself in the 
obsci’Amtions AA'liieh I Avish to make. 

’ The House lias been told quite correctly, I think, by IMr. Roy the cause 
of this Conference, that is to say. it is the competition Avhich has arisen 
Avithin the last tAVo years betAveen beam Avireless and cAbles, but I can 
assure him Avitliout any brcacli of confidence that it was not the applica¬ 
tion of the cable companies or of commercial magnates .Avhich caused this 
Conference to be called. This competition has reduced Cable and Wireless 
rates very considerabh' in the eoui’se of the last year or two, but that js 
not the end of the mattei'. The difficulty arises in the first place from thi.s, 
that some of tlio private companic.s Avhieh oavii a veiy important I'arl of the 
cable conimnnieations are to-day in a po.sition, if they Avish to do so, to liqui¬ 
date and to pay off their shareholders at present market rates, and they would 
still haA'e their cable assets to dispose of clsOAA'herc. I think it is likelv that 

L7.SLA E 
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these eojnpanie.s, if bo action at all had been taken, would have been very 
reluctant to face the prospect of several years of competition in which they 
•would inevitably in the long run have failed, and therefore they would 
be tempted at once to liquidate their position. In that case, what would 
happen ? I need not enlarge upon the .strategic aspect of cables, although 
that is important, but t will approach it from the commercial point of view. 
The position at the moment is that the wireless beam system is not capable of 
giving a complete commercial service. It is subject to fading, it is subject 
to interruptions. It does not communicate with all the parts of the world 
which are connected by cable communications. For these three reasons 
alone, it is obvious that at present, and as far as Ave can see in the future, 
a complete commercial service in the interests of the public could not be 
proA'ided by wireless alone ; and therefore I Avould ask those Avho would 
vdcAv Avilh complacency the disappearance of the cables in the hope that' 
they Avould get a cheaper wireless service to consider that if one element of 
the competition is rcmoA’’ed, you are left with a monopolist avIio will prob¬ 
ably not ghi’c you so cheap a service as you think. Noav, this is the prob¬ 
lem that Avas before the Conference and I think it is unansA\mrable that 
some immediate action had to be taken. The general sketch of Avhat the 
Conference proposed is this. I can explain it in a A^ery fcAV Avords. First of 
all, the merger of the interests of the tAvo big private companies Avhich 
control the greater part of the cable system and haA-^e the largest interests 
in the beam Avireless, namelj’', the Eastern Cable Company and the hlareoni 
Company. That Avas a necessary preliminary to setting up a separate 
company, called the Communications Company. The Communications 
Company aagU buy, if the scheme goes through, from the Marconi Company 
and from the Eastern Cable Company their communication assets in return 
for payment in shares. Thej'- will buy from the various Governments con¬ 
cerned, the British Government, the Canadian, Australian and New Zea¬ 
land GoA^ernments, their actual cable assets in return for cash, and they 
Avill lease from the British Government the beam Avireless Avhich is at pre¬ 
sent Avoi’ked by the British Post Office. ’ 


That is the broad outline of the scheme, and I aaoU noAV attemiit to deal 
with the first question Avhieh I put in the foreground of my remarks. 
HaA’^e Ave security against being charged excessive rates ? Noav, the first 
point to AAdiieh I Avish to draAV attention is the formation of this Communi¬ 
cations Company. The object of that Avas that you Avould separate off the 
interests Avhioh arc concerned Avith communications only, the cables and the 
wireless from the other numerous interests in Avliich the Marconi Compan3' 
and also the Eastern Cable Companj'^ are engaged ; that is to say, Ave do 
not want the I'ates AA'hieh are to be charged to the users of telegraphic 
conAmunieation to be in any Avay influenced by the profits of the Mar¬ 
coni Companj’^ from the sale of their Avireless machinery or by their profits 
from patent rights and so on or, shall Ave say, by the results of their 
management of the PeruAuan Post Office ? That is one of their minor lines. 
Tlie first part of the problem AA’as to ascertain the value of the capital assets 
ox tile Communications Companjq because the House Avill realise that the 
question of rates must depend on the proper capitalisation of the company, 
-and tor this purpose the Conference called in the assistance of two 
I p.M financial experts. Sir Otto Nieoneyer and Sir William 

chartPVPri nnnr. + laltcr being one of the best known 

crteied accountants m England, in order that all material should be 
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placed before them by the companies confidentially—every detail of thcii- 
business. They bad to ascertain wliat in their opinion was a fair capital 
value of the assets, and they fixed the figure of 30 millions. The total 
cajntal of the Merger Company, I may mention, is 53 millions, so that the 
capital of the Communications Company is a good deal le.ss. In the second 
place, these two experts fixed what they called the standard net revenue 
at one million, eight hundred and seventy-five thousand pounds. The 
object of that was this. The standard net revenue was intended to re¬ 
present what at the present time is the actual not earning capacity of 
the Communications Company. That is the net earning capacity of the 
Communications assets at the pre.scnt time, irrespective of any economies 
which may be made in future bs’' combination of control or by any fresh 
developments in wii'eless. There is, therefore, a reasonable prospect tliat 
' something more should be earned be.yond the standard net revenue. That 
standard amounts roughly to 6 per cent, on the capital of the Company. 

Then the next point is that any earnings beyond the standard net re- 
venne are to be divided 50 per cent, to the company and 50 per cent, to be 
disposed of under the control of an Imperial Advisory Committee. I 
think it is reasonable that some portion of the excess earnings should he 
left to the compan}’", otherwise the company will not have the same in¬ 
centive to enforce economies in working their concern. But the remaining 
50 per cent, will be left entirely at the disposal of this Imperial Advisory 
Committee, and I can a.ssure the House that India, if she becomes a party 
to tliis scheme, will be represented on the Imperial Advisory Commiltee ; 
in fact it is distinctly stated in the report that that Committee ■will re¬ 
present all Governments who were parties to the Conference. Tliis Im- 
lierial Advisory Committee has these functions. First of all, it has power 
to veto absolutely any increase over existing rate.s. Tliat is a very im¬ 
portant point. No increase in present rates can be made witliout the per¬ 
mission of this Committee. In the second place, they have llie absolute 
di.sposal of the 50 per cent, of anything earned in excess of the .standard 
revenne. They can de^mte this to tlie reduction of rates or for any other 
purpose, such as research, in order to earn a greater revenue in future. 
In the third place, this Advisory Committee has to be consulted on all 
matters of policy. In the fourth place, they are to be given power to_ obtain 
any information they require from the company, and to order an investi¬ 
gation into the company’s accounts, if they so desire. Beyond this, other 
ebeclts have been i^rovided for. It has been provided that two Directoi’.s, 
both of the Comituinications Company a7id the Merger Company shall be 
ajii'i'cvcd by Government, and one is to be the Chairman of the Communi¬ 
cations Company. Then there are other minor matters which will be 
pj'ovided for in any detailed agreement that will have to be framed, such 
as guarantees that excessive prices will not be charged by the lilarconi 
Company to the Communication.s Company for the xisc of patents. Guaran¬ 
tees will be ])rovided that neither the IMarconi Company nor the Cable 
Company .shall dispose of their inlei-csts in the Merger Company so as 
to alter the status of the Merger Company, and that British control .shall 
})e retained. 

Now I think that tlie House will agree that if we aeccjit the principle 
of a tnerger at all. every check which human ingenuity can de\isc has been 
framed in order to obtain adequate .security for the public tliat excessive 
rates will not be eliargod. But turning to the principle of the merger 
7;a.A 
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itself, ^vllat the Conference has aimed at has been unity of control and 
private management. Now through unity of control we get the possibility 
of introducing all tiie latest developments of big scale business. We get the 
opportunity of scientific co-ordination, and we also eliminate wa,steful compe¬ 
tition, while as far a.s the question of private management is eoueerned, on 
which opinions may of cour.se ditfer, it may be held—and I certainly myself 
agree:^.hal_ in a mater of this kind, ivliieh demands peculiar initiative and 
flexibilit 5 ’' in dealing with developments of wireless, private management 
is probably better than State management ; but whether the House agree 
on that or not, they would certainly agree with me that private manage¬ 
ment is better than an attempt at State management by the departments 
of a group of six Governments. That of course is a perfect impossibility. 
I think myself, and I hope the Ilomse null agree with me, that a public 
utility company under iirivate management and subject to proper public 
control is the best method of dealing with the situation which has arisen. 

Now tuiming to the point on which much was made by the Honourable 
Mover, namely, the question of India’s representation on this Conference, 
I have heard .some very hard and unexpected things said about Sir Atul 
Chatterjee. I have the highest opinion of his pei'sonal qualifications, and 
in this connection I would remind the House that he Avas both the Secre¬ 


tary and the Member in charge of the Department in India which dealt 
with Posts and Telegraphs, and therefore from the technical side alone 
he was singularly Avell qualified to deal Avith the subjects AAdiich came up 
for discussion (Hear, hear). In the .second place, Ave had by chance the 
good fortune to find in England at that time our Director of Wireless, Mr. 
Edmunds, AA’^ho Avas on his Avaj"- back from the International Radio Confer¬ 
ence at Washington. For the first tAvo months of the Conference Ave had 
the great advantage of harung him also present. Our third representative 
all through that Conference AA^as Mr. Simpson, Avho is Director-in-Chief 
of the Indo-European Telegraph Department at the India Office. I think 
from the technical point of vicAv and from every point of vicAv our dele¬ 
gation compares Amry faAmurably AAuth that of any other Government 
concerned. During the early part of the summer Ave received a communi¬ 


cation from the Associated Chambers of Commerce asking ns for an as- 
.snranee that tbe interests of the pnhlic,^ and particularly of the commercial 
lAublie, AA’ould be prominently kept in aucav at this Conference and Ave gaA'^e 
them that assurance. We Avere able to do so because, as I have said, Ave 
received from week to week the proceedings of the Conference from Avhich 
we kneAV that those interests Avere being prominently kept in vieAV. For 
instance, tbe Conference not only receNed a memorandum but gave a per¬ 
sonal hearing to the representations of the Empire Pre,ss Union on AAdiich 
ndia was specially represented. They also receiimd memoranda from 
other conimercial bodies in England, but more than that, as soon as Ave 
received tins representation from the Associated Oliainbers, we sent a 
telegram to Sir Atnl Chatterjee instrueting him at once to brinrthe 

thaVhe did^o’^^T M Conference, and we ascertained 

r.r iLo mil^ therefore tliat so far as representing the interests 
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are concerned in two ivays. First of all tlic Indian Radio Telcgrapli 
Company which operates the beam wireless from Poona is an Indiaireom- 
pany and holds a licence for Icn years from Hie Goverimioiit of India. 
Now it was provided in the flotation of the company that sixty per eentl 
of the capital should he reserved for Indian su!)seribei.s. The majority 
of the directors ap Indians, and tlie company is a rupee coinjmny and in 
our agreement witli the company we have laid down tiuil in a.ny fresh 
flotation, it shall also he provided that sixty jier cent, of llie new'capital 
.should be reserved for Indians. AVhat. tlie ]n-e,sent po'-il ion of tlie eomjiany 
is T am obviously not in a position to say, because shai'c's,do-change, froiii 
day to day ; but the fact remains that the company, which was only 
floated rather more than a year ago, was at that time reserving 00 per 
cent, of its capital for Indian subseriher.s. But the po.sition now is this. 
If Ave adhere to the recommendations of tliis Conference, I take it that 
the Communications Company will acquire the liolding in tlie Indian 
Radio Telegraph Company Avhich tlie Marconi Company now liolds. Tliey 
Avill therefore be one of the parlies forming the new Indian Radio Tele¬ 
graph Oomjiany, and that company will have to apply to us for a fresh 
licence to operate and I take it they ivill apply for a licence for 25 years, 
because that is the pez-iod of time for which tlze Bi'iti.sli Government liavc 
offered to lease the Beam Wiz-eless to the Communications Company. 
Therefore the position is thi.s, that if we are approached to irranl a new 
licence for 25 years, can impose such conditions as wc choose. Our 
present licence for instance lays dowzz requirements as t o 1 lie emjdoymcnt 
of Indians in the company and as to the training of apprentices and so 
on, and all those conditions can equally Avell be imposed on any ucaa' com¬ 
pany Avhich takes the place of tlie profsent company. So. a.s far as the 
Beam Wireless is eoncorued, I do not see that Ave can lose anything by 
adhering to these proposals. But tlicre is a second Avaj* in AA'hicli the 
Government of India are interested, and even more directly. The Govern¬ 
ment of India, as the House Avell knows, are the OAvners and operators of 
the Indo-European. Telegraph Department. This is a department of Gov¬ 
ernment whicli OAAms the cables to the Gulf. It oAvns land lines Ihrongh 
Baluchistan and Persia and it joins on at Teheran AA'itli the land systezn of 
the Indo-European Company, a privale company Avliich operates lines 
through Russia and Germany to England, thus formhig an altei’nath'o 
through connection betAveen Kai'achi and England, alternative to the 
Ea.stei’n Company’s route through the Red Sea. Noav the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department obtains its reAmnnes in tAvo Avays. Fir.sl of all._ it 
obtains dii’ect rcAmnues fi’om the Gulf ti'affic and fj-om tlie local tivitilc AA'ith 
Persia. This is in no Avaj^ affected by the merger or indeed by Avircless 
competition at all. The second Avay in AA'hicli it gets I'eeeipts is by the 
indirect earnings on tlie through traffic hetAveen England and India and 
connecting Avith the Far Ea.st. Tlie procedure there is that all rcceijiis 
are paid in by each of the three comimnics concerned into a joint ]nir.se 
and paid out again in certain ])roporiion.s Avhich AA'cre fixed some years 
ago On the basis of the then division of the traffic. I may say that tlie 
present proportions arc quite faA'ourable to outscIa'os. Noaa* the only AA'ay 
in AAdiich A\m arc directly affected by tlicse proposals is that avc .shall have 
as one partner in tlie joint pur.se the Communications Comiinny instead 
of the Eastern Cable Conqiany ; but anyone aa'Iio lias read the report will 
have observed that it is .specially .staled in paragi-a}ih 42 of the report 
that the joint purse system Avill not lie affected by the present proposals. 
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In fact it eonld not be affected because under the joint purse agreement 
it is specially laid down that no alteration in the terms o£ the agreement 
can be made without the consent of all three parties. That, roughly 
speaking, is the position of the Government of India in the matter. There 
are those who believe strongly in State management and who will probably 
Avelcome the fact that no portion of our Indo-European Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment has been taken over. It remains completely outside. At the same 
time we out here are anxious to clear up one or two points in connection 
with the Government of India’s position on which we do not feel absolutely 
certain. For instance, the exact terms on which the joint purse arrange¬ 
ments will be settled with the new Communications Company. At the 
moment, as the House is quite 'well aware, we are entirely uncommitted 
in this matter, although we expressed ourselves as generally favourable 
towards the solution suggested by the Conference and we remain also at 
this moment so favourably disposed. We have not committed ourselves 
until we have examined the whole question completely oui'selves ; and I 
may say that any suggestions which have been made or may be- made 
to-day Avill no doubt help us in any representations Avliich Ave may have 
to make. 

I thinlc, Sir, that that is practically all that I have to say, except this ; 
that whether Ave agree to Avhat is propo.sed bj^ the Conference or not, there 
is no doubt Avhatover that the illerger and the Communications Company 
will come into existence, because it does not rest Avith us to preAmnt its 
coming into existence. If the British GoA'ernment and the Dominions 
desire to take part in it, thej’’ Avill so far as they are concerned come in, 
and they could form it Avithout us. But one thing Ave should lose un- 
doutedly and it is this ; Ave should lose our representation on the Impei'ial 
AdAUSory Committee, and I thinli it AviU be very unfortunate if Ave did. 

That, Sir, is all I have to say to the Ilouse. I hope I have not Avearied 
the House in Avhat is an extraordinarily difficult and technical matter. I 
should liaAm been very glad indeed to have accepted my Honourable 
friend’s Resolution if I could have done so, biit, as I have explained, Ave 
really haA'^e no correspondence in our posse.ssion other than correspond¬ 
ence Avhieh has been dcfinitelj’- treated as confidential elseAvhere. We 
have given the House all the information Ave could, and I myself have 
tried to give such explanations as, on a difficult matter of this sort, I 
could give. Sir, I hope that the Honourable Member Avill not care to press 
his motion. 

Tlie Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Tiventy Five Minutes 
Past Tavo of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at TAveuty PiA^e Minutes Past 
Tavo of the Clock, Mr, President in the Chair. ' 

^ ^ of relief when my Honourable 

friend Mi, Me Watters, Avhom I am very glad to see as a Member of this 

many years but have not had the 
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Imperialist wireless systems or of anything Avliieh is prefixed by the word 
•n years ago, when this House, much against the 

■\vHl 01 tins side or the House, assented to the system of Imperial iirefcrenee, 
some of us deplored that event, and in this matter under discussion I sec 
another vei'sion of Imperial preference and notiiing else. It may not he 
Imperial preference for British commodities, but it is nothing but an 
Imperial monopoly over wireless. That means a certain British'combina¬ 
tion gains a monoiioly all over the Empire in certain transactions and in 
which India will have no voice. I am surxirised to read—and I would 
draw the attention of the House to a pai'tieular jiassage in this note—^that 
the cable system is so lightly dealt with. Yet the report of the Wireless 
Conference drew attention to it : 

"It is obvious also that the cable seivices have a valve for strategic puriwscs. 
To sum up, tlierefore, it iiuny be said that wireless offers a cheap soivice, but uot all- 
sufliciug 

i 

My Honourable friend Mr. McWatlers also alluded to it, and he did 
mention that the -wireless system might at times fail and the cable system 
ought to be pefxietuated. He also alluded -to the Indo-European Cable 
Company. This House knows -^vell that India has sunk so many millions 
in the Indo-European Telegraph Comijany, money over wliich, when my 
friend Mr. Rogers speaks later in the course of the debate, he will say that 
we have no control ; we have no control over the management of the Indo- 
European Telegraph Company. This company does not pay to tJie tax¬ 
payer of India any dividend. So far it has been running at a loss, and at 
a loss against the postal revenues, and to-day if India becomes a party 
to this Merger company, India lo.ses her revenue over the Indo-European 
Cable Company. 

But this one ^■^ord “ strategic ” makes me most suspicious. What is 
the policy behind this Imperial klerger Wirele-ss Company ? Is it not 
intended for strategic purposes ? Will it uot be utilised in ease of emer¬ 
gency for Imj^erial war purimses ? And is it not going to provide another 
method of communication for war purposes at a future date ? In future, 
whenever Government bring forwai-d their final proposition in tliis 
matter, they ought to make it clear that the Wireless Merger Company 
is nothing but a pure commercial conceru. Even if Government from tlmt 
side were to give me an assurance tliat it is nothing but a commercial con¬ 
cern-, I would not believe it. I know that most of this organization will be 
utilised for war purposes, and this will be a second line of safely in trans¬ 
mission of messages. 

My friend Mr. Neogy alluded to the small part that our forinor friend 
Sir Atul Chatterjee played in this matter. If I understood him aright, 
I take it that the High Commissioner was a signatory to this Conference 
report. Yet my friend Mr. Neogy did allude to the fact that the High 
Commissioner was not made a signatory to the Kellog Pact which decided 
momentous intei’iiatioual and international aiTairs in which 

India as an original Member of the League of Nations, has no doubt a 
big stake. It is very surprising liow the Governmeiit of India, which 
would give Sir Atul Ghatter.iec permission to put lii.s signature to a small 
Imperial Conference report such as the i-e])ort of tbi.s merger conference, 
could no! see their way to send him as the rei)rescntative of India to sign the 
Kellog Pact. That further shows what confidence (ho Government of India 
have In the High Commissioner and ‘wiiat confidence the Govenimeni of 
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India place in tlie representatives of tlie people of India so as not to take 
them into confidence in matters of Ingii policy, -whether it is International 
ot Imperial. Sir, I find the word “ monopoly ” mentioned in this report 
very often, and I say this merger is nothing hut a monopoly. Of this 
Marconi combination the world heard so much before the war and there 
was a great deal of scandal about it, as my friend Mr. Neogy rightly point- 
ed out, in which Ministers, Prime Ministers and Secretaries of State and 
others were concerned. To-day we find this very Marconi combination 
again coming out in another disguise as the sole controller of this merger. 
Well, I say, let Marconi exploit England ; I have nothing to say against 
that. ■ But I will be no party to a Marconi combination to exploit India. 
Honourable Members may have recently read in the Press that there is 
another big Imperialist monopolist, who is not a British Imperialist it is 
true—Hugo Stinnes of Berlin has been recently arrested for trying to 
organise a monopolist organisation in Germany, and trying to misuse 
public monejL So we must look with a grain of suspicion on every combina¬ 
tion whether it is organised by the friends of Cabinet Ministers for 
Imperialist or strategic pxirposes. 

Sir, I did listen to my Honourable friend, hlr. IMcWatters, and I did 
feel that he was trying to ascertain what were our views so that if he 
finds that there is a great amount of suspiciousness in our minds, he would 
try to represent that view point at least, when he will send another re¬ 
presentative to take part in the next stage of discussion for this Merger 
combine. But personally I am of the opinion—and I believe Honourable 
Members on this side of the House will be of the same opinion—that India 
sliould not be any party to any kind of Imperial monopolist system ^vhe^e 
there’will be no poAver or position given to India. We hear there will be 
too many Imperial stunts in it. Not only will -there be an Imperial 
Hdvisoi’y Committee, but there Avill be Imperial Directors, and Ave under¬ 
stand the British Government—did interject a query Avhen my friend Mr. 
MeWatters Avas speaking, and he did say the British Government vmuld 
iiave tAAm Directors. Wliy should not each Dominion and India have a 
Director ? Supposing Ave agree to this merger system, AAdiy cannot India 
haA’e a Director on that Board of Imperial Directors, and Avhy cannot 
India also have representatiAms on that Imperial Adrusorj^ Committee ? 
I make this suggestion proA’ided this House at a future date gives its assent 
to oui- joining this Imperial AA'ireless merger system. I hope AA'^hOn the 
Government Member next speaks he Avill gh^e us some idea Avhat Avill be 
the effect on the Indo-European Cable Company system. I knoAv it too, 
and the Honourable Mr. MeWatters has already alluded to this, Avhen he 
said tliat the Indo-European Telegraph Company had some existing 
arrangement AAdtb the Eastern Cable Companj’ and got a share of that 
company’s revenues by the share of a joint purse Avhether it carried all 
the messages or not. But tlie question is Avliether its total income Avliieh 
is so insufficient that it lands my country in such a loss, Avill not be reduced 
by this ncAAf Imperial merger system. The House AAmuld be glad to know 
AA’hat was the expressed opinion of the representatiA^e of the Indo-European 
Cable Company at that conference. In another Committee Aidiere I Iiad 
the pleasure of being a member—the Public Accounts Committee—Ave Aimre 
told that negotiations are going on and that very shortly the Indo-Euro- 
pean Telegraph Company may be acquired by the Government of India. 
I think that has been the expressed opinion of this side of the House, vis., 
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that it is best that we acquire full conti'ol over the Indo-European Cable 
Company and not allow. 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters ; May I interrupt for a mo¬ 
ment ? I cannot understand the Honourable Member. We already own 
the Indo-European Telegraph Dejiartment. It is a department of Govern¬ 
ment. We own it aheady. 

Mr. B. Das : It is a department of Government, but it is not managed 
by the Government of India. It is managed by a Board of Directors over 
AVhos6 actions the Government of India have no control. 


The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : IMay I again interrupt for a 
moment ? The headquarters of the Department is at the present time in 
London. The only point at issue is whetiier the liead of the office should 
be in India or in London. There is no question of ownership or manage¬ 
ment. It is managed by Government. 

Mr. B. Das ; With all due respect to my Honourable friend, Mr. 
McWatters, I think he Avill have to revise his views. As far as I remember 
the recommendation.s of the Incheape Committee and other Committee.s, the 
money invested in the Indo-European Cable Company may be that of the 
Government of India, but there is not sufficient control over it.s manage¬ 
ment and organisation, and this side of the House has very often insisted 
that the headquarters of this Company should be transferred to India, and 
that the Company should be controlled directly by the Government of 
India. I do not mind my Honourable friend Mr. Rogers controlling it 
from here. We will have every confidence in his control. I would there¬ 
fore like, when the Government reply again, that they sliould give us soinc 
information as to whether there will he a great fall of revenue if India 
eventually becomes a party to Ibis merger system. Personally, I am very 
suspicious that Ave Avill ahvays be loser.s from tbe strategic point, from tlie 
Imperiali.st ijoint and from the financial point, if avc become a party to 
this scheme. 


Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji (Bombay Central Division : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, there are one or two points in connection Avilh 
this merger of the cable and AA'ireless sei’A'ices on AA'hich I Acould aa’cIcoiuc 
.some explanation from the Hononrable the Tndnstrics Member before avc 
proceed further AAutli llie subject. One has reference to the capital of this 
Merger Company and the diAudend to be declared under its au.spicc.s. If I 
remember aright, the Honourable the Industries Member said that the figuic 
of dividend AA^as arriA^ed at after considering the earning.s of the comp:uiy 
to-day. Noav, Avhile going tlirough the Parliamentary debates for last 
May when this subject was debated in the' English Parliament, 1 unci lhat 
one of the Members speaking on the motion under considorafmn tliere .«aid 
that this projeef seems to aim at their " stabilisatmn^of a dn-idend retinn 
on the capital of the group at the position in 1923-21 
tion had actAxally hegnn.” Tins .statement made on the flooi 
Commons remains uncontradicted .so far, and I do not 
.it, was possible for tbe Honourable the Indtislnos Member lo ^y that flu 
figure of earnings taken is the figure of earnings of to-day. lliw. bn.^ is ol 
imuortance particularlv aa'Iicii we remember that Iaa’o years ago there vas no 
iSen Xctilion as is the case uoav. The figures of two years ago must have 
been based upon various items of AA’hich one lhat concerns India the nu d ■ 
tbe rate of Is. 8d. per word for cables, and that rate to-day ls icduccd to 
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I 5 . Id. If the figure for guaranteeing tlie dividend is io be talvon on the 
basis of the earnings of lo-daj’', it is certain that the jiroposed figure of 
£2,000,000 diA’idend to be guaranteed Avould be much reduced if Ihe earn¬ 
ings of to-daj" Averc taken. 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : £1,875,000. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : WhatcA'cr the figure—I may say that 
my figure aa'hs taken from the report.... 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters ; My figure is talcen from the 
report of the Conference. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : I aeceiAt the figure of the Ilonourahle ' 
tlie Industries Member though I think my point remains. If the earnings 
of tAvo years ago AA-ere taken, if the earnings before this competitioji began 
A\Tre taken, then the Empire and this country Avonld pay more : bnt if you 
take the figures of to-day you AA’ould certainly pay less. That is one point. 
Anolh^i point to Avhich I should like lo haA'e a reply is AA’ith regard to The 
])ropo.sed capital of this hlerger Company. It is going to haAm a capital of 
£34,000,000. Noaa', this large capital AA'as no doubt necc.s,sary AA’hen you had 
to put up costly cables and costly installations. Bnt there is no justification 
for a A'ory big capital Avhen you are going to conduct the beam serAUce Avith 
its short AA'aA'e length Avhieh, if I remember ariglit, requires only £250,000 
to Avork all the four Empire stations, and Avhen each beam station can he 
put up at a cost of aboTit £60,000 each. If that is the case there is no justi¬ 
fication for this A'ery big figure of £54,000,000 for < capital, unless it is in¬ 
tended that all those sins of commi.ssion and omission Avliicli the Marconi 
Compau}'^ and the cable companies before that had committed are to be 
eoA'ered up under this ncAv scheme. 

The Honourable Mr. A. G. McWatters : The figure of £53,000,000 and 
odd is the capital of the Merger Company and not of the Commnnications 
Company. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : The point that I AAms trying to make 
remains unaffected by the interruption of the Ilonom-able the Industries 
Member. My point AA^as that this AA'as an attempt to eoA'^er up the mmiy 
faults of the* earlier companies by taking adA'antage of this neAA’ scientific 
iiiA’-enfion and also of the enthusiasm of the people for the ncAA- scientific 
sei'A’ice,—to coA'er up the sins, as I said before, of commission and omission 
of the AAfireless companies, because aa'c find that one of the speakers in the 
House of Commons distinctly referred, AAutliout being contradicted, to “ the 
tragic history of British AAfireless policy, or perhaps it should be, lack of 
policy ”. Is it right that the'sins of private companies should noAv be glossed 
over by the GoA'ernment helping a scheme AA’liich is intended for that pur¬ 
pose and at the cost of the taxpayers, it may be, of India and of other parts 
of the Empire ? These are just one or tAvo points on A\fiiieh I shouhl like 
to baA'e a definite pronouncement from the Honourable the Industries 
Jlember. 

But, in addition to these lAoints of detail, there is one point of principle 
on Avliieb I .should like to liaA’e his opinion. While referring to the question 
of the Indian Radio Company he said tliat 60 per cent, of the’capital aa^p 
lo bo guai’anteed for Indian subscriptions. Is that right ? 

The HonoiTrable ]^. A. 0, McWatters: At the time of flotation 60 per 
cent. Avas allotted for flotation in India. 
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Mr. Sarjibhai Nemchand Haji : And it was subscribed ? 

The Honourable Ivlr. A. C. McWatters : That I cannot tell you. Tint 
is the condition of flotation—that it Avas allotted. I do not IcnoAv'tlie actual 
flclails as to hoAv many people took it up. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : hlay I knoAA^ if the Goveniment of 
India ajjprove of the principle of re.serving a certain amount of capital for 
Indian .shareholder.s in cases Avhere public utility companies and other com- 
jianies which are likely to benefit by the poliey of Government are con¬ 
cerned ? Is it the poliey of GoAmrnment that they approve of and adopt 
the principle of fixing a proportion of Indian capital to non-Indian capital 
in regard to public companies ? There is one other point and that has 
'reference ,to the position of the High Commi.ssioner in Connection Avith 
contracts of a character similar to the one aat are discussing. Wo find that 
our High Commissioner is utilised by Ibe Government in England for pni'- 
po.ses Ailiieh suit them and that he is left alone Avlien something that can 
bring glory and'distinction to India in regard to International and Imperial 
affairs comes np for signature. [An Jlonoxirahlc Mcml)cr : “ What is the 

evidence ” ?) The cAudenee has already been referred to by my Honourable 
friends Mr. Neogj'^ and Mr Das. It is to my mind a matter of humiliation 
for India that AAdiile it Avas found lAossible for rciAresentathms of ('anacla, 
Australia and South Africa to go to Paris for the KeUog Pact, Sir Atul 
Chatterjee Avas prevented from cro.ssing the Channel to put, as an Indian, 
on behalf of his country his .signature to this memorable pact. There is no 
jusliflealion for utilising the post of High Commissioner in England for jmr- 
poses that siiit the British GoA'ernment and leaving him out in the cold aa'Iisi 
matters of international import are being considered. Sufficient has been 
said here to eonA^ey to Government the feeling of the House on this matter, 
and I hope the Government Avill benefit thereby. 

Sir, I support the Eesolution moA'ed by my friend iflr. Hoy 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber ; Indian 
Com]uerce) : Sir, I Avould like to offer a Icaa" remarks on this question. The 
Eesolution has, I think, been mo\'ed more Avith a vieAV to finding oui Avhal 
Avoi'c the instrucitons of the GoA^ernment of India to tlicir represcntatiAT in 
Loudon at this Conference. If that he the motiA'c of the Honourable IMem- 
ber aaIio gave notice of this Resolution, I do not Ihink I .shall be A'cry Avrong 
if 1 infer from the Honourable Mr. hlcWatters’ statement that llie GoA’crn- 
ment of India gaA’c the High Commissioner for India in London a sort of 
Avatching brief on this Committee. 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : SometJiing more than that, 
lie had a general Avatching brief, but aa’g also sent definite instructions, first, 
to Avatch OA’er our financial interests as regards the Tndo-J5uropcan Tele¬ 
graph Department, and, secondly, to AA-ateh oA'cr the inlerests of the public 
as regards rates. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Both these points I intended to refer 
to as I proceeded. The first one is a general one, namely, to see IhaA OAving 
to the merger or any scheme A\dnch may he dcA-ised the public in India 
have not to pay more for their telegrams hereafter. The second one is a 
more jiarticiilar one, and affects the finances of the Government of India. 
Moav, I feel that if there Avas curio.sity to knoAV further details regardinir 
the instructions of the GoA^erument of India to the High Commissioner, 
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according to kir. klcWatters, there is practically nothing else to ktiov\ 
and Ikat brings me to the question of the personnel selected by the Govern¬ 
ment of India to represent them in this matter. 

1 do not know if my friend kir. K. G. Roy exactly meant all that his words 
indicated when he referred to Sir Atul Chatterjee in his speech. But I ven- 
'tttre to .say that, if the Industries Department liad taken care to consult the 
Standing' Advisory Committee in this connection, the Committee themselves 
would luive suggested the name of Sir Atul Chatterjee. I am not one of 
those who spare criticism of Goveimment or of- their officers whenever I tliink 
it is deserved, Init I do feel that it is wrong to criticise officers of Govern¬ 
ment who are not in the House to reply, and e.speciall.y to criticise a per.son 
of the standing of the High Commissioner for India in England, especially 
after knowing Sir Atul’s special qualifications which have been enumerated 
before this House by klr. MeWatters. I only ho)3e that both kir. Roy and 
my friend kir. Neogy did not mean what their remarks indicated, and I trust' 
Mr. Roy will think fit to explain bis remarks to us and, if possible, withdraw 
them in faiiaiess to Sir Atul Chatterjee. I cannot help feeling that India 
coidd not have a Avortheir person as its High Commissioner than Sir Atul 
Chatterjee, and for this Confei'ence thei'e could not haA^e been a more appro¬ 
priate person selected than Sir Atul Chatterjee, irrespective of his jjosi- 
hon as lligii Commissioner for India. But I feel in this matter that those 
klembcv.s who referred to Sir Atul Chatterjee may have been carried away by 
the sin of omission, if I may use the phra.se, on the part of the Govermneiil 
of India in not appointing an Indian to represent the Government of India 
for signature of the Kellog Pact at Paris. There I am sure this House 
will be at one Avith the critics of the Government of India. But that does 
not mean that Sir Atul Cliatterjee’s nomination to this Committee is to be 
criticised. I for one feel that this House, if it could come to an open vote. 
AAmuld unanimously approA^c of Sir Atul Chatterjee’s nomination on this 
Committee. 

The only que.stion, Sir, is AA'hether the Government of'India have suc¬ 
ceeded in adequately protecting,the interests of those Avho use the cables 
hereafter. There is no doubt that if it Asms not necessary to come to some 
arrangement A\dth the cable companies, the radio companies Avould be able 
to lower the rates and thus make available a much cheaper telegraphic service 
to .the public. But until the I’adio service is more perfect the cable com¬ 
panies haA'e to be maintained, and for strategic purposes also the cable 
companies at the moment are nece.ssary. It therefore was a difficult problem 
facing tliis Committee in London, and although the details regarding the 
fate of the Indo-Buroiiean Telegraph Department or the Indian Radio Com¬ 
pany here are not available, I cannot help saying generally on the scheme 
that the Committee haA'e arriA'ed at the most feasible solution of the diftl- 
culty Asdiich they could possibly devise. I am one of those AA'ho Avould like 
India -to take her proper part in all such questions, but aa'C have to realize 
that'Avc have not an Indian cable company' at all, barring of course the Indo- 
I'jiu’opean Telegraph Department, and even the Radio Company has come 
into existence only dui'ing the last tAA'o or three years and is, comparatiA'cly 
speaking, a rising concern. Until therefore details regarding the fate of 
t le Indo-European Telegraph Department and the Indian Radio Company 
aie aA'ailable, it is impossible to criticise this scheme In .detail. But I Avould 
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like to draw the Ilonourable Member’s attention to paragraph 42, to wliich 
he himself referred, in the latter part of \vhieh it is said : 

“ The Government of India will not be affected by the acceptance of the recom¬ 
mendations detailed below although the precise terms of these arrangements may 
possibly require revision ' ' 

It is in the revision of the pi’ecise terms that I am afraid some injurious 
effect may happen to the finances of the Government of India, I am sure - 
tliat Ihe Department concerned tvill watch this very carefully and, if 1 nlTiy 
suggest to them, it may be useful after this discussion to consult the Stand¬ 
ing Committee attached to the Department before tliis Department give' 
their concurrence to any suggestions which may come fonvard from London. 
,1 have only one word more, Sir, to say with reference to iny Ilonourable 
friend Mr. Sarabhai Nemehand Haji’s remarks. It is perfectly true that tlic 
Indian Radio Company did offer 60 per cent, of its shares to the Indian 
public here. The whole lot wms not taken up. But we still to-day have a 
substantial holding in the name of Indian shareholders and that is about 
all that has been possible up to now. I believe that the guarantee given by 
the Government when they gave the licence has been fully carried out, 
although iu the light of w’hat has developed subsequently, it may bo a mailer 
of regret to the Indian public that they did not take up aU the 60 ])er 
cent, w'hieh wms made available. But the fault of it can hardly be laid at 
the doors of the Government. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwmn Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : I am grateful to you for giving me lliis oi)poriuni1y of support¬ 
ing a Resolution whieh has been moved by one whom I greatly revere. 
For the last 34 years of nij'- life I have on rare occasions followed liini ; 
we were so apart from each other. In fact he took me to he a naughty 
boy and he could hardly control me. But here I think lie wnll forgive all 
my past wdien I come to support him as also to tell him that this Resolu¬ 
tion also does not please me, for this Resolution is vei’y meek and humble. 
He asks the Goveriinient only to lay on the table all the correspondence 
between the Secretary of State and the Government of India. Nowf, 
Sir, we know the meaning of this phrase “ laying on the table.” But even 
in this matter of laying on the table, I am sorry thal my fi-iend has been 
disillusioned by the Honourable Member for Industji’ies who says that 
certain confidential correspondence cannot be put on the table. This 
is the position in matters wdiere we wmnt either to interpellafe or to move 
Resolutions recommending certain things to the Governor General in 
Council, and it w'ere better for our dignity if we had not moved any Reso¬ 
lutions like this. No doubt this is a very technical subject about whicli 
I must confess before this Hotise that I can hardlj’' deal as ably as oilier 
Members have done. Buff at the same time I must say that there is 
another aspect of this Resolution whieh has been lost sight of and wliieh 
ought to have been echoed in this House by at lea.st one i\reniher, and 
therefore I stood up, that is, the political aspect of the question. Now, 
Sir I would like to know how 'this beam service, wirele.ss service, cable 
seiudce, with countries outside Asia or outside India is at all beneficial 
to the people of India, to the real people of India—I do not mean those 
who go to Europe every year in order to have a holiday, hut (lio.se eonii- 
trymen of oui’s, I mean tliose real countrymen of ours wlio till the soil 
.’iiid wdio find everything for us and for whom w'e come here saying tlial 
Ave are representatives of the people. Now, Sir,. 




24i LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [5tH SePT. K32d. 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; What about the Bengal Tenanc 3 - Bill and the 
SAvaraj Party ? 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : I shall be obliged if the Chair controls such 
.3 p.M. effusions. 

‘ A side issue has .sprung up owing 't'o the speech of inj^ Honourable 
friend, Mr. Neogy. It is witli reference to representation of India in 
this matter. Now, Sir, I may also saj’’ the veiy same thing whicJi has 
been said bj" nianj'- othei's about the highest regard for the personalit.v 
of Sir Atul Chatterjee. I can also claim some amount of friendship with 
liim as a humble man, and probably we had some comicctions longer than 
man^’" here present. Be that as it nmj’', I beg to submit lliat we know the 
meaning of Indian representation in sucli matters. We liave had repre¬ 
sentatives of the I 3 "pe of Lord Sinha and the Maharaja of Burdwan and 
.■5everal others. Does the Ilotiourable Member on the other side, do the 
Government seriousl.y contend, that thej’^ are reallj' representatives of 
the people and are selected to voice the aspirations of the people ? If 
thej^ wore honest in this matter, t]ie 3 " would have selected j'ou, Sir, or 
our revered leader Pandit Motilal Nehru. Sir, if they really wanted 
Indian representatives, thej’ would have chosen men like that, and not 
men from their own service, who are more bureaucratic, if I maj’’ he per¬ 
mitted to say so, than English bureaucrats. But be that as it maj-, I 
say this only to remind the Ilonormable Member in charge of the Deparl- 
ment that the mere fact of Sir Atul Chatterjee being represented there 
does not make us believe that really yoii meant to give India represent¬ 
ation, and that you meant to benefit India. 

Now, Sir, it has been said that India is the biggest consumer of the 
wireless service, and if it is so and if India’s interest is at all to be con¬ 
sidered, I submit that the Member in charge of this Department has no 
other alternative hut to place before the representatives of the people 
the correspondence which he considers to be confidential and .submit to us 
coiifideutially that correspondence, if not to all of us, at least the Ilonour- 
ahlc Mover of this Resolution, whose honesty they cannot doubt. 

Then, Sir, the Honourable Mover has said tha1 this cable service is 
a central link in many Avaj^s, hut I submit to the House that this is a central 
link in one thing, and that is in the matter of Imperial domination. It 
is a central linl*of British Imperialism, it is a central link of India’s 
vslaverj’’. ■ 

I snpiiort this Resolution because I consider that bj'- all these means 
of communication England has been able to perjjetuale our present con¬ 
dition of slavery, and therefore I support mj’ Honourable friend, the 
MoAmr of thi.s Resolution. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, Avas pleased to ohseiwe about the 
real object of the merger. The real object' of the merger is submerging 
Indians and India’s interests. 

' Of course there are gentlemen Avho in supporting the Resolution 
haAm been pleased to observe that thej'- Avonld not embarrass the Govern¬ 
ment. They AA'onld look to the business paid of it apart from polities, 
and so forth. These platitudes AVe are accustomed to iiear and I need 
hardly repW to them. ” 

With these fcAv Avords I beg to support the Resolution, 
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Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullunclur Division : Non-Muhammadan): Sir, I 
had no intention of intervening in this debate but for tlie remarks that 
fell from my Honourable friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas about the 
value of India’s representation through Sir Atul Chatterjee. I do not 
think we are discussing the personality of Sir Atul Chatterjee at all. 
To me it is a question of principle. I want to insist that in all interna¬ 
tional agreements, in all international eonference.s, if they are to be bind¬ 
ing upon us in the present and in the future, we must be represented along 
with officials by non-offieial representatives of India, who can speak 
for nationalist India. It is not a question of anybody’s ability or any¬ 
body’s hona fides, but it is a question of principle. These officials of the 
Government of India, whether they are Indians or ndiether they are 
Europeans, go under certain instructions ; they are bound by those 
instructions and cannot go behind those instruetion.s. I have seen the 
best of them making representations or at least speaking in the name 
of the Government of India nnder instructions of the Government of 
India. Therefore, I do not subscribe to the proposition that however 
able an Indian may be in the service of the Government he can properly 
reiwesent India and bind it for all times to come in an international 
agreement. I wish the Government to recognise tliat in the matter of 
international agreements, and international conferences, India will re¬ 
fuse to he bound by any agreements or decisions arrived at unless non- 
official India' is jiroperly represented at these conferences. I take this 
opportunity to state here that non-official India is to be reckoned with, 
and it must be allowed a proper repre.sentation, in all international 
gatherings and conferences. 

Coming to this j)articular matter under discussion there is a provi¬ 
sion in one of these agreements which ha.s been brouglit to my notice by 
my Honourable friend Mr. Neogy. In one of these agreements it is said 
that “it is agreed tliat British control in all these companies must he 
paramount.” May I ask this House, whether in agreeing to that provi¬ 
sion, Sir Atul Chatterjee voiced the sentiments of India, the nationalist 
India- ? Why did he agree to that provision ? If he agreed to that pro¬ 
vision, it must have been under instructions from the Government of 
India. Therefore, I submit, it is a very serious matter tliat officials of 
the Government of India, which is admittedly a Poreign Goveriimeiit, 
whether Indians or Europeans, should bind India in these agreements 
behind the back of nationalist India. We have seen it in the ease of 
the airship service also. We' have seen it in many cases. The world 
is at the present moment revising all its programme of trade and in all 
these conferences that are being held in different parts of the world, 
India is alwa 3 's represented by officials appointed bj’’ the Government of 
India and under instructions of the Government of India or the rtecre- 
taiy of State. Are we going to be bound b}’- tho.se decisions ? I sn'imif 
not, and that is a question of principle. In considering tliis Kesnlnlion. 
1 want to say nothing about the technical side because I do not kuo\r 
anything about it. But I am perfectly certain ilial we on this side of 
the House are voicing the .seutimeuts of the nation that in all tliesc intci- 
uafional agreements with which India is supposed to be hound up now, 
hereafter and for all times to come, Ave must be represented by a com. 
petent representative of non-official India and not by official Indians. 
We know we have many competent and able Indians in the servun- ni 
Government. We do not question their hona fides, but they arc trammelled 
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by the conditions of their service and we cannot expect them to go against 
the instructions which they have received from ‘their masters, namely, the 
Government. I shave some personal experience in this matter, and I can say 
that Indian official can be an exception in this matter. He is bound b 5 * 
his in.structions.. Therefore, what we are fighting for is a question of prin¬ 
ciple. We are making no reflections on the hone.st!y or ability of Sir Atul 
Chatterjee. We want to assert on the floor of this House that in all these 
international agreements relating to trade or cable services or anything 
else, India must be represented by non-official Indians. There are men 
like my Honourable friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, my Honourable 
friend Mr. Birla and many others who can represent India quite ade¬ 
quately and honorably in all commercial agreements. Why cannot 
the Government select any one of them in order to give help to the officials 
who are deputed for that particular piece of work ? 

As the Govex’nment ignores practically all non-official India and ta.kes 
upon itself to settle all these agreements we must continue to protest against 
this procedure and object to these agreements so that these agreements may 
not be altogether binding uixon us for all time to come. That is the only 
question^Qf.,prineiple which I wanted to enunciat'e in this debate. 

Mr. K. C. Roy : Sir, the House has got to deal with two very 
astute Scotsmen in this matter. One is the author of the Report, Sir 
John Gihnour, and the other is the spokesman of Government, Mr. 
MeWatters. 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0 . MeWatters : I am an Irishman. 

Mr K 0 Boy : However, an Irishman in Indian matters is as 
bad as any’Scotsman. But he is one of the most brilliant membei;s of the 
Indian Civil Service, and I am not very anxious to cross swords with him. 
My task however has been considerably lightened by my supporters. I 
am uarticularly indebted to Lala Lajpat Rai who has given us liis opinion 
'about Indian delegations in no uncertain terms. It was not several years 
ao-o when I was a klember of the Council of State, that a similar proposi- 
-tion came from Sir Phirbze Sethna. I then expressed the same opinion 
' as Lala Lajpat Rai, and I adhere to every word that Lala Lajpat Rai has 

said to-day. 

Now I come to the remarks of Sir James Simpson whose presence I wel¬ 
come He has come with a great reputation to us and will prove a great 
asset'- but I should like to enlighten him on two points. First of all there 
is’the principle whether a company of this sort should be State-owned 
and State-worked. In 1923, the British Prime klinister laid it down as 
an emphatic proposition that it is necessary in the interests of national 
sceiiritv that there should be a wireless system in that country capable of 
'communicating with the Dominions and owned and operated by the State. 
This is the pnneiple that has been denounced by the Baldwin Mimstry in 
1928. Now I ask my ilohourable friend Sir James Simpson to find out 
the reasons. 

. Then another thing" which interests the commercial community is 
cheaper telegraph rates, to which my Honourable friend Mr. MeWatters 
has referred in a very subdued tone. What is the recommendation of the 
Gilmoiir Committee? Not the cheapest nor the minimum rate. Nothing 
of the kind. They say : ‘ ‘ We will guarantee the communities concerned 
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an 'efficient service ai a^ reasonable rate.” I ask Sir James Simp.son to 
find out wbat is tiio ditlerence between a niininium rate and a reasonable 
late. I am Quite suie, Sii, India will materially sutici’ as a consumer bv 
this new convention. 

Tlien, Sir, much lias been .said about the repre.sentation oi India at 
this Conference. . I, am reyertin'g to it again because J\Ir, MeWatteus made 
a .special point of it. , Perhaps very few know that I havo known Sir Atul 
Chatterjee longer than any bther Member of this House, and I have no‘ 
thing to say against him. 

Mr. President : Longer than Mr. Amar Nath Dutt? 

Mr. K. 0. Roy : Longer than him, and I have knoivn him longer 
than any other Member of tliis House. 

■Pandit Motilal Nehru (Cities of the United Provinces : Non- 
Muhammadan Urban) : I di.spute that. 

r Mr. K. C. Roy ; You Imew him in the United Provinces. P ,knew 
him before!.that when he was In a college in Calcutta. I yield to none in 
my personal re,sped for him; but the question of the Indian delegation 
is a matter of princi]ile with me. Does Mr. JlcWatters know that Eng¬ 
land iva.s not rc])resented by the Poslniaster'Qeneral nor by the Secretary 
of the Post Ohict' England was'i-Cjirosenlcd by the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, a hard-headed busine.ss man whose aid wa.s necessary. And 
he wms assisted not h.v a permanent official>from the Post Office nr from 
the Treasury. He wa.s a.ssi.stcd hy the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Treasury. Sliall I give him one or two more instances ? Wlio rnpre.sented 
Canada?. Sir Campbell Stewart, a nowspapev magnate who only recently 
OAvned a large block of sliares in the London Times. And who.Avas the 
High Commissioner who represented his Government at this Conference? 
The High Commissioner of Nbav Zealand, New Zealand has A'ery little 
to do Avilh these companies. 1 lio]ie-I have convinced Mr. McWatter.s that 
the delegation sent to England to repre.sent India's interests at this Con¬ 
ference Ava.s not the rigid sort of delegation. • ' 

Noaap Sir, I come to Mr. McWallens’ conclnsioms. 1 really envy him 
because he has given us such a lucid exposition of the report Avitho’nl 
bestowing an additional Avord on any other .subject. I am 
simply lost in admiration of him. If be had joined the Newspaper 
press," he Avonid IffiA'o been in a better position than he is as a Member of 
llie Goverinheht of India. He lias giAmi us nothing—no ncAvs wdiatever, 
except a fcAv lines about the Indian Radio Telegraph Company being banded 
over to iMarconi’s or to the merger, AAdiie.Iievcr it is; but that noAvs'also 
i.s so A^agne tbal this House should stand on it.s right to knoAV-Avliat has 
happened in this matter. T Icuoav there are difficulties and I knoAv that 
he is not in a position to disclose to us the internal atfair.s of jn-iA’afe cor¬ 
porations; but Ave are entitled in this House to knoAV the full instructions 
Avhich he as liead of the department, issued to the Indian delegates and 
other offimal papers and mxiW then, until he has shoAVn them to this House 
or to the Standing Committee attached to his Department. 1 am not going 
to AVilhdraw my motion. 

Noav, Sir, a Avord about Sir PniAshotaindas Tliakurdas. T Iiave already 
replied' to him as regards the character of the delegation about AAdiicli he 
stressed so much. There i.s only one otlior point. He AA'anted to knoAV the 
object of my motion. I think he has knoAvn enough of Parliamentary 

73LA ^ 
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life to know that it is the usual Parliamentary formula to raise a debate 
to get the sense of the House on a given matter, and that is my sole and 
whole object. T leave the decision on my motion to the sense of the 
House. 


The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : Sir, T think it is perhaps 
only natural that on a subject of this kind the debate was apt to w’ander 
somewliat far away from the real subject of the discussion. The Besolution 
asks Government to lay on the table certain papers and even the Honourable 
Mover of the Besolnlion has admitted that the bulk of the papers, practi¬ 
cally all of the papers, whieli 1 mentioned could not be laid. 


With regard to our instructions to the High Commissioner, in reply to 
a definite que.stion from Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, I have given tlie 
answer that our inst ructions were simply t]i\s. that he was to look after 
the interests of tlic Government of India, ])arlieularly in respect of the 
Indo-European Tclegrajih Department, and .sjieeiallj" to • consider the 
interests of the telegraph-itsing public. Those were our definite instructions. 
So. as far as that part of the Besolution is concerned, I miiintain that I have 
'^clone everything that this House could expect us to do, and also I have 
endeavoured to throw such light as J could—I ho])e 1 did not mix it up in a 
maze of words—^upon the very difficult technical and financial arrangements 
Which are involved in these proposals ; and in .spite of wliat J\Ir. Boy has 
said, I am going to continue in the same spirit to answer one or two 
questions which have been put to mo since I made my Bust .speech to-day. 
The Honourable Mr. Das specially referred to the fact that these proposals 
had been forced upon our Indo-European Telegraph Department. I am 
afraid in some of the things lie said he was not quite clear in his own 
mind about the Indo-European Telegraph Dejiartment and the Indo- 
European Company, which are two veiy different things. The Department 
acts with the Company as I explained ; but the Company is a purely private 
comiiany and it, like our department, remains entirely outside the merger ; 
so that they are affected in exactly the same Avay vis-a~vh the Communica¬ 
tions Company as our Indo-European Telegrapli Dcqiarlment will be. I ex¬ 
plained that as regards our dh'ect income from the Gulf traffic and from the 
Persian traffic Ave Avere^ in no way affected by it ; but AAdiere Ave are affected 
by it is in its reA^erberal ion upon our joint ]nn’.se. I jioinled out, as stated 
in paragrapli 42 of the rejiorl, that the joint purse system AAmuld remain 
unchanged ; and Sir Purshotamdas Thalcurdas quite fairly pointed out the 
last sentence of the paragraph AA'hich .said that the precise arrangements 
mighf possibty require revision, and it Avas for lliaf very reason that I said 
in -my flr.st speech that the GoA'ernmenl of India jiroposed to enter into 
correspondence Avith the Home GoA'ennnqnt before thej' considered the 
question of ghnng their final adherence to the proposals j it Avas exactly 
for the reasoii -that Ave Avanted to be absolutely certain of our jDosition 
vis-a-vis thepiCAv Communications Company, and lunv Ave Avonld be placed, 
that Ave have not as yet given our definite adherence to these proposals. , 
Noav, Sir, hlx. Ilaji asked me Iavo definite que.stion.s ; first of all, in 
connection Avith the method by Avhich the standard net rei’enue liad been 
obtained—£1,875.000—and he appeared to quote from some paper dated 
about hlay, Avbieli referred to the figure liaving been obtained on fmures 
of earnings of two years back. To begin Avith if it is a paper dated May 
it has nothing Avhatever to do with the subject of this Confereiiee because 
the proposals Avere all of a later dale than that'. In the second place I 
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would point out that lie has forgotten that this figure relates both to cables 
and wireless services, and two years ago the wdreless was practically jiot in 
existence. So obviously the rate wc are referring to now had nothing to 
do wnth the earnings of two 3 'ears ago. Then again he’ asked me definitely 
whether the fact that the Government of India had insisted or arranged 
for 60 per cent, capital of the Indian Kadio Telegraph Company being 
allotted in India was part of a general policy. I would point out that 
tliis company had to receive a. licence from the Government. They could 
not operate without a licence from Government. Therefore, in thi.s case, 
there wms a special reason, apart from any general policy, wdiy Govern¬ 
ment was perfectly entitled to lay dowm conditions of that kind. 


I do not wish to deal W'ith any questions which seem to me to go outside 
the subject of this discussion, or io argue again the mcrils of the rcprosenl- 
atives wdiom Ave chose. I think I anstvered that as ivell as I could in mi' 
original speech. The majority of the i-epresentatives of the various Govern¬ 
ments Avere of course officials. As a matter of fact, this Conference took 
place at vei'j' short notice. I think aa'c had about a Aveek s notice. The 
matter was considered to be of great emergenejn So that in the norma 
course such official representation as was available Avas adopted by 
majority of the Governments concerned. 

I think, Sir, that I haA-e nothing else to say. I think that I have 
really in sub.stance done AA-hat Ihe Honourable MoA-er of the Resolution AAmnts 
me to do, but 1 am sorry I cannot accept the Re.soliilion.' 

Mr. President : The question is ; . 

“ Tliiit the following lle.solutioii he adopted : 

‘ This AsseniblA’ loeoiiununds to the Govcinor tioiieral ni Couneil that he niaj be 
nleased to lai' on the table all coiiespondeiKc beUeeii the Secretary of State and the 
Srnmeut hi India relating to the cable and the wireless beam inergcr Bchenje, 
ceilain eonelublons of vliidi were recently aiinoiiiieed both ni London and in India 

The Assembly divided : 


, AYES- 

Abdoola Harooii, Haji. 

Abdul Matin Clunidhury, IMaulvi. 

Alley, Mr. iM. S. 

Ayyangar, liti. K. V. Eangaswaini. 
Badi-iiz-tiainan, Maiilri. 

Belri, Mr. I). V. 

Bhavgavn, Pandit Tluikur Da.s. 

Birla, ^1r. Ghniibliyain Has. 

Gran fold; Colonel >1. V. 

Pas, Ml. B.' 

Pa.s, Pandit Xilakaiitha. 

Butt, iMr. Ainar Natli. 

Ginr/navi, ilr. A. It. . 

Gulab Siiigli, Saidar. 

IIa;ji, ilr. Sarabhni' iSTcmchand. ■ 
tsn'a’i aUaipJMunshi. 

Joshi, JIi. 

Kartar Singh, Saidar. • 

Kidnai, Mr. Bad Alniiad. 

ICunziu. Pandit llirday Ifnth. 

Lahiii Chnudhnry, Mr. Bliiicndra Kaiit.i 
Lalpat Bai, Lala. 

Lalchand Navnlrai. Mr. 

Lamb, iMi- tV- S. 

Mehta, Mr. Janiiiadas iM- 
Misra, iMr. Bwarka Piasad. 

Mitia, Mr. Satveiidra Chandra. 


-53. 

Mohaimnnd Ismail IChaii, Uaji Chaudhuiy. 
Jloonjc, Dr. B. S. 

Miikhtai Singh, Mr. 

Muitiizn Saheb Bahadur, Manlri S.ayjid. 
Xaidii, Mr. B. P. 

Mehril, Pandit Motilal. i . 

Xcogy, Ml. K- 0. ,, 

Batiipie, Ml. Miiliaminad. 

Banga Iier, htr, 0. S. 

Bao, Mr. G. Sarvothara. 

Boy, Ml. Bhabeudra Chandra. 

BoV, Ml. K. G. . 

Saida, Bai Sahib llarbilas. 

Sassoon, Sir A^ictor. 

Sliafec. Maiilvi Mohammad. 

STuiU Xawaz, Mian Mohammad. 

Simpson, Sii .Tamos. 

Singh, Ivuniar Bananyiya. 

Singh, 3rr. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr, Xarayan Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Bam'Xarayaii. 

Sinha, Knuiar Gaitganaiid. 

Siiiha, :Mr. Ba.iivaranjan Prasad. 

Sinha, Mr. Siddesvar. 

Ynsiif Imam. Mr. 

Xulfiijar 'Ali Khan, Xaivab Sir. 
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Abdn] Aziz, Klian Bahadur Mian. 

Abdul Qaiyiim, Nawab Sir Snliibzada. 
Alunad, Klinii Bahadur Nasir-ud'din. 
Alexander, Mr. William. 

^Anwar-ul-Aziin, IMr. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Narvnbzada Sayid. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. ■ 

Bharueha, Mr. S. M. 

Bower, hlr. E, H. M. 

Coatnian, Mr. J. 

Crerar, The Honourable Mr. J. 

Dakhan, Mr. W. hi. P. Ghulam Kadi 
Khan. ' 

Dalai, Sardar Sir Bomanji. 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Mr. 

Graham, Mr. L. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Hira Singh, Brar, Sardar Bahadur 
> Honorary Captain. 

Jowaliir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 

The motion was adopted. 


King, Mr. C. M. 

MeWaltcrs, The Honourable Mr. A. C. 
Mukheriee, hlr. S. O. 

Parsoim, hlr. A. A. L. 

Baghavayya Paiitnlu Garu, Diwan 
Bahadur T. 

Bainy, The Honourable Sir George. 

Bajah, Bao Bahadur M. O. 

Eau, hir. II. Shankar. 

Bogcr.s, hlr. P. G. 

Bo;y, Mr. S. N. 

Shainaldhari Ball, Mr. 

Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Singh, Eai Bahadur S. N. 

Stewart, Mr. J. A. 

Sykes, Mr. E. P. 

Webb, Mr. M. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


RESOLUTION BE THE HAJ PTLGRBI TRAPEJO. 


Haji Ahdoola Haroon (Sind : Muhammadan Rural) ; Sir, T rise to 
move, the Resolution that stands in my name. It runs as follows : 

" This Assembly roeommends to His Excellency the Gorernor General in Council 
that a mixed Committee of officials and non-ofiicinl Muslims, with a clear non-official 
majority, be appointed to hold an open enquiry .-md take evidence, witli a view to 
investigate the entire question of the facilities for pilgrims proceeding to the Hedjaz 
from Calcutta, Bombay and Karachi ports, the duties and powers of the Piotect'ors 
of Pilgrims and' the Haj Committees and all matters pertiiining to the pilgrim 
traffic, and to m.ake the necessary iccoinmendations for pioviding better in-rangements 
for the pilgrims and mitigating tlicir hardships and inconveniences 

Sir, before I saj'^ aiiythiug on this Re-solution, I think it my duly to 
point out that the Ha,i is a subject in which both tlie Government and the 
people should take the liveliest interest. It is a fact that 'about 80 to 40 
thousand Mussalmans .reach Jeddah every year by .ships from Kara chi, 
Madras, Calcutta and Bombay. Pilgrims from many foreign Islamic coun¬ 
tries come to India and they embark for the HoL*^ Land.s from the Indian 
ports. If we provide them.also with facilities in this eoiineetion they will 
carry a good impression with tliem as those of our Indian pilgrims Avho haA'e 
.seen the arrangement and management of the Egyptian and Java GoATrn- 
mente for the facilities of the pilgrims cany a good impression with tliem. 


The Government are aware of the fact that more iMtissalmans Itee under 
the British Goyrnmnieut, and therefore the British Government’s duty 
towards Mus.salmans is greater than even any other IMoslem State. With 
these prefatory remarks, I shall pass on to the Resolution. 

. ‘ i 


Sir, no year passes by in which the hloslcra neAvspapers in India do not 
publish the complaints of the IMussalmans regarding various hardship.s of 
tlie pilgiiins. It IS an old sore, and in tlie interest of the GoATisimcnt it is 
nooessMy tint question slonld be thorougUy investigated oneTloe alb 
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Now Sir, I submit some of tlie hardships of the Hnj pilgrims ; 

1. The Passage Moneg. —The passage money is too high. Before 1914 
the passage rate of all the companies was about E«. 40 (single) for deck. 
In 1914 when there Was no competition of the shipping companie.s it rose 
from Rs. 40 to 100. The passage fare Ks. 120 (return) was the maximum of 
the war time. After the war tlie Goveimment fixed Rs. 195 as the maximum 
and the shipping companies (Messrs. Turneit Morvison and Company and 
the Nimazi Company) settled among themselves and generall.v charged 
Rs. 195 during the pilgrim season. ’When the Shustri Company fixed 
their rate of steamers for Jeddah the above two companies reduced tlieir 
rates., _But last year this eompanj’’ also joined them and all the three 
having settled among themselves genci-ally cliarged Rs. 195. 

2. Hai’dsMps in' the Ships. —As regards space, I beg to submit that the 
pilgrims sit on board of such vessels in greater number than the accommo¬ 
dation is set apart for them. A good many Hajis do not find seats even to 
sit on.. It also happens that sharp and well-versed jmople go and monopoRze 
a lot of space’ and the other poor and ignorant people go about begging for a 
little space and no one listens to them. 

Under the present arrangement, the luggage of the pilgrims is so 
mixed up that several Hajis do not find tlieir luggage and consequently have 
to beg their dail}”^ bread in tbe ship. 

Tliere is a general comjfiaint that no atiention is paid to tlie cleanliness, 
proper x'eniUation, lights, etc., in Ibe bolds where most of tbe Ilaji.s are 
jiaclred up. According to rules some siiaec in tbe shi]) is allowed for Ihe 
pilgrims for rest and fresh air, but it generally happens tliat that space is 
also occupied by the pilgrims. When a complaint from the members of 
the Haj Committee is made to the captain of the ship, he reiilies that he is 
p0werle.s.s and he cannot fight with the ITajis. 

There is no Muhammadan Hindustani shop or eontraelor in the shii|i to 
sell .bi’cad, butter, mutton, tea, etc., at a reasonable price. The fir.sl few 
days mosl, of the Hajis get sea-sick and arc not fit to prepare anything for 
themselves and thus go without food for a number of days. The sliips 
convey no stock of ice, and aerated waters in sufficient quantity. 

The f,uel loood supplied to the Hajis is sometimc.s damp and Hiick. 
The trouble of breaking it and getting it dried is very great. 

In the ship, the sxoeet water i.s not .so freely disiribuled and there is 
great scarcity of it. Besides about 1,200 pilgrims or so gel sweet water at 
one place and at a limited time Avhicli cau.ses great trouble to the pilgrims. 

jSafrinhs and hath rooms are not in sufficient numbers and generally 
there is no light in tliem. Females arc not ])i'ovided with .separate latrines. 

Tliei’e has been a com]ilaint regai’ding the manner in Avbieb the dead 
pilgrims (both males and females) arc. under the prc.sent nn-angoment. 
thrown into the sea. 

3. Disinfection and Medical Inspection. —The .separation of female 
pilgrims from their relations or linsbands at the time of disinfection and 
medical inspection is one of the troubles mot with by the ])ilgrinis before 
embarkation. This separation licgins from the time tbe disinfection and 
medical insiiection commences and lasts even in tbe ship wlien several 
V. omen arc seen crying and requesting other pilgrims to go in search of 
I heir husbands or relations. 
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1. Treatment at disinfection emhniTaiion and discmbarliation .—It is 
admitted on all hands that the majority of Iho pilgrims being illiterate 
people do not hnmv all the rules and regulations of disinfection, embarka¬ 
tion and disembarkation, and ihns when they gi\c ony cause to the authori¬ 
ties concerned they arc very hanshly treated. 

5. Hardships at Kamarav —Before the ivar all pilgrims had to be 
medicall.T examined at the port of embarkation. Thereafter, owing to both 
Kamaran and Jeddah being then under the Turldsh Government, pilgrims 
had to be examined at one of those ports. Tf they were examined at 
Kamaran, they had not to be examined at Jeddah and nice versa. Tn any 
ease the pilgrims were charged pilgrim dues once only cither at Kamaran 
or at Jeddah. , Now since the ivar, the pilgrims have to be examined at both 
places, Kamaran as well.as Jeddah, and have to pay pilgrim dues at both 
ports. There does not seem to be anj* need for examination at Kamaran 
as it is now a British port. By the time the pilgrims reach Kamaran, they 
have already been on board the ship for over 30 days, the period of segre¬ 
gation. In anj’- case pilgrims are examined at Jeddali by the Hedjaz Gov¬ 
ernment, so that an examination at Kamaran by the British Govei’nment 
Avould appear to be purposeless. T may here mention that the Javanese 
pilgrims have not to go to Kamaran.' 

6. Thefts at Kamaran .—At Kamaran a pilgrim has to undei’go a 
quarantine of 24 hours and lie has to suffer the troubles of transhipment 
and to carry a email jiorlion of hi.s luggage w’ilh liim, leaving his belonging.s 
in the .ship. The sliiii authorities are not responsible for the theft of the 
thing.s left on board, for such arc tlic conditions ju’inted on the tickets, 
and consequently actual Ihefts are committed witliout any redress. 

■7. Pilgrim Campis .—The question of the pilgrim camps at the vaiuous 
pilgrim eenlres i.s very important. I have sufficient experience of the 
pilgrim.s’ camp at Karachi and I can say that thei'e is much to be done 
there for the facilities of the pilgrims with regard to accommodation, 
sanitation, medical arrangements, issuing of passports, inoculation, water 
arrangemcnt.s, etc. 

8. Haj Committees .—At present it is not kiiown what the duties, 
powers, and responsibilitie,s of llie members of the Haj Committees ai-e’ 
and in the absence of this Gie Ilaj Committee members can do no practical 
good to the pilgruns. Unless the question of the Haj , Committees is 
thoroughly reconsidered no good will come out of their apimintment. It is 
therefore necessary that the question of the formation of the Ilaj CommiUees 
shonlcl he reconsidered and tlie duties of such Ilaj Committees be properly 
defined ])y some rules and regulations. 

^ 9, Procednre for getting Single Tickets very difficutt.—The procedure 

lor obtaining single tickets for those who are hona fide not returning to 
India is a difficult one. It is w'ilh great difficulty that these tickets are 
obtained at present. 


10. System of Return Tickets .— The jiresent system of getting a 
refmid oc the difference between the single and return fares in case of 
those Avlio do not return to India should he considered and the system made 
easier. . 


11. bysteni of deposits and unclaimed deposits. 
that the present system of receiving dcpo.sifs from 


—'It is also necessary 
the Haj pilgrims and 
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the disposal of the deposits l)e enquired into. In wlral manner thousands 
of rupees lapse to the Deposit Pund at the various pilgrim centres is also 
a question that should he thoroughly investigated. Tlinusands of rupees 
are realized fj’om intei'ost on dcposiis. In wliat manner that interest is 
utilized is also a question tliat should be investigated. 

12. Jeddah Arrangenie7its.--Other Govermnents liave their .special 
arrangements for tlieir pilgrims at Jeddah regarding protection, medicines 
and other neee.ssities of the pilgrim.s. Similarly, there should be a special 
department on behalf of the Indian Government at Jeddah to look after 
the convenience of the pilgrims. 

Coilc/nsw//.—Before concluding I beg to submit that I am qnite sure 
that, constituted a.s I suggest the Committee should be, the vexed question 
of the hardshi))s of the llaj pilgrims will he solved in a manner which is 
likely to result in the l3csi interests of India. 

* ' ^ * {I I 

, Witli these words I commend tins Re,solution to the unanimous accept¬ 
ance of this House. , , 


The Honourable Sir Muhammad Habibullah (Member for Educariou, 
Health and Land.s) : Bir, 1 feel tbai it will be regai'ded as siipertluous if 
I should try tb give an as.sin-ance to the House in general, and to my 
Muslim brethren in particnlar, of my deep inlere.st on behalf^of the Ilajis. 
Indeed I should deem it my duty, nay, a iDi-ivilege, if I could do something 
to alleviate their sutl'erings, so far as they are reasonable, legitimate and 
genuine, When this Kesolution -was put into my hands my mind worked 
ill a pai’ticnlar direction foi- the purpose of solving the object which the 
Honom-ahle Mover has in mind. It seemed to me. and I may .say that it 
still seems to me, that the better way of tackling the problem would be in a 
manner that 1 shall venture to cxi^Iain. Ilononrablo Menibei’s must be 
aware that at the present moment, although the Ilnj ))ilgrimage is a 
central .subject, the responsibilities of the Government of India in that 
matter are discharged througli the agency of tlie Ibovineial Governments, 
and may I add that most of the Provincial Governments arc aided in their 
turn by wlial are termed as Ilaj Committees, with ol course a prepoud- 
eratiu'^ IMuslim element thereon. I have .so far not received very definite 
complaints in regard to what Hie TTonoiirablo I'llover has ilcpieted in Ins 
vei’Y interesting .speech. It seemed to me therefore not only fair but very 
necessary that to elucidate the real position I should agree on the floor of 
the House to communicate to the Provincial Governments tins Resolution, 
too-ether with any debate that may ensue thereon, and ask them to express 
their own views after consulting their Haj Committee.s ; and, on receipt 
of those reports from the various Provincial Governments, it ivas again 
my intention that I .should lay tlie whole eorre.spondoiice on the table ol 

the House. 


Mr E. Ahmed (Ilajshahi Division ; Muhaium.idau RnraD : M bat 
about the conference yon have already had and the questions 
this House during the last two yeai;s ?_ Was not 

in a position to deal with the Provincial Governments and the Jiaj Com 
mit'tees previously witk regard to all the grievances = 

forred to the Haj Committee ; and after laying ttiem on the lab e of the 
House invite for consultation with me the Muslim ' n ^ ^ 

lalure and discuss with them tlie issues which emerge as a icsiill m tho.se 
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reports. If as a rcsnll of such discussion it was found necessary to 
appoint a Committee, Ihere Avonld be ample material for the investi¬ 
gation of the Committee. I may remind the House that on two ijrevious 
occasions it was my privilege to be helped greatly by my Muslim 
brethren in. the Legislature. When, in 1925, I attempted to amend the 
Indian Merchant Sliipping Act with a view to the introduction of the 
system of rciurn tickets, and then again in 1927 when I made another 
attempt for tlie purpose of amending the same Act so that the pilgrims 
who were detained at the port of embarkation for a period be.yond that 
which was regarded as reasonable should be entitled to compensation from 
the shipi)ing companies, I adopted the 43roeedure of seeking the help of 
the Muslim Members of the Legislature for the purpose of fortifying 
my,self, with real Muslim public opinion, I anay also inform the House 
^that'iii connection with the consideration of this Resohition I came to the 
conclusion that tlic time had come when not only the Provincial Gov¬ 
ernments should be aided by Haj Committees with a pre]ionderating IMuslim 
element thereon, but that the GoA’crnment of India should also call to its 
aid a Committee more or less of the tj'pe of what is known as a Departmental 
Advisorj^ Committee. Indeed we have already the Standing Emigration 
Committee whose work and Avliose utility are beyond description. They 
render such useful help that 1 am tempted to think that if a similar Conn 
mittec "^vas installed for the purpose of helping the Department in charge 
of pilgrimage great benefit would be derived and such of the complaints 
which do not now reach the ears of the Goveimmehti of India through 
responsible sources mas'^ come to us through the medium of that Advisoiy 
Committee, and we shall then be in a position to act according to their 
advice. . This, Sir, was the brief outline of the plan which I had envisaged 
in my"' own mind when this Resolution was tabled and I claim, if I may 
say so, that there is some merit in the suggestion that I have put forward. 
At any rate it deserves some consideration. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Tabled by all the Muslim klemliers of the Assembly"'? 

. The Honourable Sir Muhammad Hahihullah : But if the Honour¬ 
able Muslim Members of this House feel strongly that a committee of 
enquiry should he appointed, I shall certainly not oppose it. (Cheers.) 

I have not paid one of my rare visits to this House, for the puriiose 
of opposing the Resolution, or for exhibiting anything like an uncom¬ 
promising attitude. (Cheers.) If the Muslim Members of ibis TTou.se feel 
that tliey will be satisfied with nothing short of an appoiminent of a Com¬ 
mittee, I repeat that, on behalf of the Government of India I .shall accept 
their verdict (Cheers). But at the same time let me inform the House 
that I am prepared to accept the Resolution subject, of course, to the 
usual conditions. The first condition, as Honourable iMembers will realise, 
is one which ivill lie in their own hands—I mean the appointment of a 
Committee should be approved by the Standing Finance Committee, and 
the funds therefor voted by this House. The second is more or less the 
usual condition, namely, tliat the Government of India will reserve to 
itself discretion in regard to the choice of the personnel and the ’terms 
of reference to that Committee. And one last condition which Honourable 
hrcmher.s will recognise is one of importance, and it is this, that the activi- 
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ties of this Committee will be confined only to arrangements made in 
In^dial (AriHonourable Member : ■“ What about quarantine conditions?”) 
This condition is necessars^ I was going to explain, in order to avoid the 
Committee, if appointed, claiming to investigate such matters as the 
quarantine arrangements made at Kamaran, which is in the Persian Gulf, 
or in the Hedjaz which, as Honourable Members know, is a foreign terri¬ 
tory. (An Honourable Member ; “ Is it ?”) That is how I understand 

it. Well, it will obviously be impossible- (Mr. K. Ahmed : ” Protected 

by the British.”)' Everybody is protected by the British.' It will, there¬ 
fore, be’ obviously impossible to bring the affairs of Kamaran and the 
Hedjaz rvithin the ambit of a Committee set up by the Government of 
India and whose jurisdiction must certainly begin and end with British 
India. I just wanted to make this position sufficiently clear. If my Muslim 
brethren are willing to accept those conditions, and if they insist on the. 
appointment of a .Committee as the only step towards the investigation of 
the grievances of -the pilgrims, I repeat that I am quite willing to accept it. 
(Cheers.) 

Maulvi -Mohammd Shafee (Tirliut Division : Muhammadan): 
Sir, I .fi'sfe, Avith yOur permission, (o lend my support to the JResoIution 
moved by my Honourable friend, ^aji Abdoola Haroon. Before I do 
§p, I have to thank the nondurable Sir Muhammad 
.4-0 p.M. Habibullah for the frankness Avith which he has put 

his case and for the sj^mpathy he lias sho.wn in the troubles of the Hajis. 
Sir, it fell to my lot' in the very beginning of mj^ career as a Member of 
this Assmnbly to study all the Acts, the rules and the regulations 
regarding Hajis from the earliest times. I have studied them with 
industry .and cafe] and I think I can understand the implications of 
these Acts and these rules and regulations. I thought at that very 
moment that these-rules and regulations were not made with reference 
to the .life, the feeling and the sentiments of the people who Avere 
concerned AA'itli those Ihaa’s and-for Avhom 'they Avere made. Fortunately, 
•soon after .that, I had to fight for the opening of the Haj season that year 
and AA’e had to force oiir way to Hedjaz because the Govermnent discouraged 
the Haj in that season. I had to 'travel myself to the Hedjaz. Although 
1 Avas offered some Amry comfortable position on .my journey to the 
Hedjaz, I preferred to go through all the minute details through which 
the poor pilgrims had to pass. 


Mr. President ; Order, order. I do not desire to interrupt the 
Honourable Blember, but I hope he AA'ill realise that tlie issue between 
the Government and the House is not Avhether a Committee .should or 
should not be appointed. The GoA-ernment as I understood the 
Honourable Member is prepared to appoint a Committee if the i^Iirslim 
Members Avant it and if they accept tlic conditions indicated by him. 
So the discussion should better be confined to the acceptance or other- 
Avise of the conditions Avhich the Honourable Member has just men¬ 
tioned. 

Maulvi Mohammad.Shafee : I aa'bs just going to refer to that. It 
is only for that reason that I have risen to speak. You Avill see that 
the object of the Resolution is to get a Co7nmittee to go into all tliese 
L73LA r2 
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details and find out for this House all the grievances which the Hajis 
realty suffer from, from -the time they leave their homes till 'the time' 
when they reach the place up to which the British Government have 
got their influence. . > . 

Mr. President : The Government has no ohjeetion to the appoint¬ 
ment of a Committee* 

' Maulvi Mohammad Shafee : If they left out .the troubles at Kamaran, 
which is so far as I know under the influence of the British Goveim- 
ment, although I have been told that it is directly under the control, of 
the British. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad HabibuUah : No, no. 

Maulvi Mohammad I Shafee : However it is certainty under the 
influence of the British if not under their direct control. I am certain 
about that. Therefore, I was telling you, Sir, that we have got to 
see whether 'the rules and regulations which are at present in vogue 
for the Hajis are to be overhauled all through or not. That is the point. 
If you only want to touch the question so far as the Indian port is 
concerned, it is not of much avail. We have got to go beyond that. 
We have got to go to that limit up to whieh we find that the British 
■ Government can influence' the authorities who are working in those 
placed That'is"the 'real point. I was going not to ask for the appoint¬ 
ment'of a, Committee. If it had been my Resolution !■ would have 
‘,t-asked for',the'election of a Committee by this House. Howev.er, it is 
' not the' Resolution before the House. Therefore I confine myself to 
pointing out...... 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is entitled to move an 

amendment. 

' Maulvi Mohammad Shafee : I have not done so. However, my point 

is that we have got to go over the whole thing. I am trying to bring 
out before the Honourable Member in' charge of this Department that 
it will not do to touch one part and leave the other part at the mercy 
of the authorities who are dealing with it at present. Of course we 
do not want that the British Government should be dragged into a 
matter in which they have no concern. That would of course be beyond 
the power of the British Government,- but so far as we can go we 
ought to go. If we are satisfied by our private talk with the Honourable 
Member in charge that the British Government cannot go into that 
question, if we feel that the British Government is helpless there, we 
cannot press it ; but if we are not satisfied as regards that point we 
shall certainty press the point. One point I was going to urge most 
strongly is that the Honourable Member will remember when consti¬ 
tuting the Committee that the Committee which is required to be 
formed is one of official and non-official Moslems with a majority of 
non-officials. That of course has to be seen because it is then and then 
alone that you will be able to know the public mind. If on the other 
hand you make your choice. 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad HabibuUah : I have not tried to 
di^uss any single item in the Resolution. I Rave not expressed anv 
difference of opinion so far as the constitution^; of the Committee is 
concerned and 1 do not think it is necessary. 
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Mr. President ; I think it would he a much better course for 
Honourable Members representing the eommunity to meet Sir Muham¬ 
mad Habibullab before the next non-official day approaches and discuss 
the whole question with him. There is hardly any difference of opinion 
betAYeen Government and non-official Members in this matter, and I 
do not see why they could not come to an understanding on the question 
and save the time of the House. 

Maulvi Mohammad Shafee : I don’t think we should leave this 
opportunity. This Resolution may be passed and there is nothing..... 

Mr. President : If Honourable Members do not want to come to an 
agreement Avith the Government they are entitled to do so, but if there 
is a chance of agreement there is no reason why it should not be taken. 

Maulvi Mohammad Shafee *. If the particular restrictions were 
removed from the offer made by Government, the Resolution might be 
passed to-day. I do not want to miss this opportunity. 

Mr. President : The object is to get something from the Government. 
That can be more effectively had by the course I have suggested. 


The Assemblj’’ then adjourned till ElcAmn of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 6th September, 1928. 





LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 6th Beptemier, 1928. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock. 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Intensive Military Preparations on the North-West Frontier. 

166. =''Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to a report that intensive militaiy preparations are 
taking place on the North-West Frontier of India, that a number of new 
forts have been erected, the Razmak Port in Waziri.stan has been enlarg¬ 
ed to accommodate 12,000 men, a special camp has been set up in the Tochi 
River Valley, that 60,000 men are being recruited in Delhi and Lahore, 
that aerodromes are being hastily constructed in the vicinity of the 
Afghan Frontier, and motor roads are being buiR all over th,fj Frontier 
territoiy ? 

(Z>) How far is the report correct ; and will the Government kindlj' 
state the arrangements that are being made on ihe North-West Frontier, 
and the nature of the emergency which they are intended to cope willi ? 

Sir Denys Bray : {a) Yes, Sir. 

(&) No emergency whatever has arisen nor are any special arrange¬ 
ments of the nature suggested being made on or in connection with the 
North-West Frontier. 

The whole report is baseless and mischievous, and I am obliged to 
the Honourable Member for giving me this opportunity of saying so. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What are the reason or reasons why the Arm> 
Secretary said yesterday that the military expenditure will not be 
decreased this year ? Is not that the reason stated in the question ? 

Sir Denys Bray : I cannot see that the question arises in any shape or 
form. 

Duplication of the Imperial Mail Service prom Bombay to Calcutta. 

166. '’'Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that the Railway Board is 
about to duplicate the Imperial Mail Service between Bombay and Cal¬ 
cutta. because overseas tourists are booking heavily “ Will Government 
kindly state the amount of profit or loss incurred on this special service, 
including the charges of the publicity organisation in London • AVhat 
is the total amount of expenditure under this last head, since it-' inaugura¬ 
tion ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Owing to the heavy booking in London it 
proposed to duplicate the Imperial Mail Service from Bombay to Calcutta 
this winter. The Imperial Mail from Calcutta to Bombay wa-. duplicated 

( 259 ) 
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on several occasions last winter, and if it is necessary tlie East Indian 
Railway authorities will no doubt put on a second train again this winter. 
But, except for two additional carriages, no extra stock is at present being 
built specifically for this service. The net earnings from the Service for 
the year ending on the 31st July 1928 'were between 2 and 21 lakhs ; this 
figure does not, however, include depreciation'due for this period, which 
may be taken at about Rs. 25,000. The figure also includes nothing on 
account of the new publicity organisation in London. The booking for 
the Imperial Mail in London is done by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company. The cost of the London Publicity Office from the 
1st September 1927, to the 31st of Mareli, 1928—^the latest period for Avhicli 
figures are at present available—^was £883, in addition to Avhich £2,000 
were spent on advertisement. But since the booking arrangements for 
the Imperial Mail Service are, as I have explained, in the hands of the 
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, only a negligible 
portion of this expenditure, if any at all, can be said to have contributed 
to the use and popularity of the Imperial Mail Service. 

Quantity and Value of Steel Castings for Railway Rolling Stock 

ORDERED FOR THE INDIAN RAILWAYS DURING THE CuRRENT YhAR, 

167. *?iTr. K. 0. Neogy : (a) Will Government be pleased to make a 
statement showing the quantity and value of steel eastings for railway 
roPing stock ordered for the Indian Railways in the present year ? 

(b) How much of this is represented by axle-boxes ? 

(c) To what extent does this represent the approximate annual re¬ 
quirements of the Indian Railways in steel castings ? 

(d) What proportion of (i) the axle-boxes, (?V) underframe castings, 
and {Hi) wagon casting.^, actually ordered is to be of Indian manufacture ? 

Mr. A. A L. PaTSons ; I am sending the Honourable Member a state¬ 
ment giving the information which he requires. 


Number op TJnderframes to be manufactured at the Peninsular Loco- 
MOTi\^ Works at Tatanagar during 1928-29. _ 

168. K. C. Neogy : (a) How many underframes is it proposed 

to be manufactured at the Peninsular Locomotive Works at Tatanagar 
during the year 1928-29 ? 

(b) To what extent will the steel components of such underframes be 
of Indian manufacture ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (c) 162. 

{!}) Orders have been placed in India for all steel sections, except 
three sizes, for which the Tata Iron and Steel Company has not yet got silit- 
ahle I’olls, though I understand they are getting them. The steel castings 
and the axle-boxes, after a call for tenders in India, are being ordei’ed 
from Indian firms. I wish to add to that, that I am not quite sure, owing 
to pre.^eut conditions at Jamshedpur, whether we shall actuallv be able 
sections from the Tata Iron and Steel Company this 
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Tenders from the Kumardhubi Engineering Works for Steel Castings 
FOR Railway Rolling Stock. 

169. ^-Mr. K. C. Neogy : (a) Have the Kumardhubi Eugineerina 
Works tendered for steel eastings for railway rolling stock reauired bv tlTa 
Indian Railways since 1926-27 ? 

(6) If so, for what quantities, and with what result, on each occa¬ 
sion ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(b) I am sending the Honourable Member a statement giving the 
information that he wants. 

Speech made by Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjea regarding the Wagon 
Purchase Policy of the Indian State Railways. 

170. K. C. Neogy : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to a speech made by Sir Rajendra Nath hlookerjea at the annual 
meeting of the Indian Standard Wagon Co., Ltd., held on the 16th June 
last, regarding the wagon purchase policy of the Indian State Railways ? 

. :(b) If s.o,-wiIL Government be pleased to make a statement with re¬ 
ference to the different points raised in that speech ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, I am afraid that-my answer 
will be rather long in reply to this question, but this is a point on which 
I am anxious that the House should have full information. 

(a) Government have seen Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjea's K]icech. 

(b) With perhaps one exception, the position of Government with 
regard to the points mentioned bj’’ Sir Rajendra Nath Moolcerjea has 
already been made clear in a number of statements. I would refer tlie 
Honourable Member to the reply which I gave to Mr. Rangaswami 
Iyengar’s question No. 5 on the 18th of August 1927. to the replies 
Mr. Parsons gave to Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan’s nnstarred 
question No. 149 on the 1st of March 1928, and to Sir Darcy Lindsay’s 
.starred question No. 484 on the 19th of Marcli 1928 ; also to tlic 
debates which took place last Session on the Steel Industry (Proteclion) 
Bill, and to a speech which I made on the 20th September 1927 at the 
general meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce held at Cal¬ 
cutta. 

The exception I have referred to relates to Sir Rajendra’s complaint 
that manufacturers are handicapped in programming their Avork by 
delay in settling tenders, and on this point I am glad of the opportunity 
which the Honoimable Member’s question gives me tlo explain tlie ])osi- 
tion. Last year there was unaAmidable delay in placing orders for tlii.s 
year’s requirements because the Raihvay Board liad fii'si! to Icnow what 
decision Avould be taken on the report of the Taritf Board regarding the 
grant of protection to the manufac't.'nre of wagons and nnderfraiqes. But 
I hope there will not be a recurrence of tliis disturbing factor, and I can 
definitely say that the Railway Board are anxious to meet tlie convenience 
of manufacturers in this matter as far as rhey possibly can. It is for 
this reason that they have arranged to take up their rolling .stock pro¬ 
gramme. and place it before the Standing Finance Committee for Rail¬ 
ways, six months in adA'ance of the other parts of the programme, so that_ 
"l7.«LA a:; 
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in ordinary eircumstances they should he enabled to call for tenders for 
their rolling stock requirements of the-succeeding year in the autumn of 
the previous year. They are also fully alive to the desirability of coming 
to a decision as early as possible on tenders when 'they are received. It 
must, however, be realised that there are two factors, one of which I hope 
will only operate temporarily, which prevent the Railway Board, from 
issuing their call for tenders, and from dealing with the tenders when 
they are received, as expeditiously as they themselves would wish. In 
the :first place, the designs of some of the types of wagons have not yet 
been completely standardised and even when the number of Avagons re¬ 
quired in the folloAving year has been settled it is not possible to call for 
tenders, or, in fact, for the firms to tender, until the designs haA'e also 
been settled and detailed plans have been draAvn out. This cause of delay 
will, I hope, soon cease to operate as the result of the, action Avhicli is 
being taken to standardize designs. Secondly, in accordance AAdth pre¬ 
sent arrangements, Avhieh Avere adopted in order to assist the AAmgou 
building industry in India, a combined call for tenders is issued for the 
wagon requirements of all Eaihvays in India, and it is clearly necessary 
to consult individual raihvaj^ administrations on the offers Avliich are re¬ 
ceived before the offers to be accepted can be selected. The necessity for 
this consultation obviously means that somewhat longer time must 
elapse betAveen the receipt of a tender and its acceptance than Avouhl 
otherAvise occur. 


Numbee of Wagons of Diffekent Types oedered foe the R.4ilway 
SINCE THE Termination of the Bounty System. 


171. *Mr. K. C. Neogy : (a) How many wagons of different types 
haA’e been ordered for the Raibvays since -the termination of the bounty 
system, and with whom have the orders been placed and at what rates ? 

(&) What steps, if any, have been, or are proposed to be, taken to 
ensure that a “ substantial portion ” of the materials used in the manu- 
factui’e of each wagon is of Indian origin ? 

r 

(c) In interpreting the term “ substantial proportion ”, do the autho¬ 
rities satisfy themseWes that such proportion represents a maximum of 
, Indian materials that eoiild possibly be utilised in such manufacture ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : («) I lay on the table a .statement giving the 
information required so far as it is at present available. It shows the 
ordcns placed since the termination of the ” bounty system ” up to the 
3R{ July 1928. I have not yet been able to get the full details required 
by the Honourable Member AAuth regard to the orders placed abroad, but 
I am obtaining them from RaiRvays and aauII furnish the information as 
soon as po,ssible. 


(&) The call for tenders requh’es the tenderers 

that a substantial part of tlie manufacture aaTII be 
in making purchase of material for constructions 
frames, Indian manufacturers AAill be given an 
The general conditions of the contract also require 
the particulars of the material and parts AA’'hieh he 


to satisty brOA^ernment 
done in India and that 
of Avagons and under- 
opportunity to tender, 
the contractor to state 
proposes to import for 
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ine'worlc and these particulars are cavefullv serutini^ori 

are ]daced It also provided, aa an eaaeatial condition S ec mtr'erS 

a substantial part of the process of manufacture sb-dl iVl 

and that no important parte other tharthose detl^ d h. w' 

ro_.the tender ahall be tteed in the n-orh ndCf the pn 

"nitmg of the bnyer It fnrtber-providee that before nrakino LS 

ot the material winch the contractor states that he proposes "to import 

tiie contractor shall give Indian manufacturers an opportunity to Ser. 

(c) The detaihs wdiich the contractor is required to give of the 
mateiials ■which he proposes to import, enable the authorities dealing with 
the fenders to examine whether there are anj' such materials or parts which 
cac be obtained in India._ In fact, it is for this purpose that these detiuls 
are demanded. I shall like to add that practically all tiie steel sections 
nsea in the manufacliiro of wagons can be, and are, obtained in India, 
though there are a fe-w sections Avliicli cannot at present be rolleil. 1 
understami the hrms concerned are taking steps to provide the iiece.ssary 
rolls. On the other hand wheels and axles cannot at present be manufac¬ 
tured in India. 


Statement ahowinff wagon orders placed in India after the termination of the Bounty Scheme, 

i.e., from 1st April 1927 to Slst July 1928. 


No. 

Description. 

With whom. 

Rato. 




Rs. 

70 

Petrol tank wagons .. i 

Bum and Company 

7,750 

13 

1 

Oil tank wagons.. .. ‘ 

Ditto 

6,050 

25 

Bogie timber trucks 

Ditto .. 

6,.300 

4 

Bogie rail trucks ..' 

‘ Ditto 

4,615 

62 

Bogie covered goods wagons 

Ditto 

4,192 

21 

Bogie high sided wagons .. 

I Ditto 

3,798 

195 




72 

Bogie rail’^^and timber tincks 

Jossop and Company 

8,994 

53 

Bogi^pen wagons 

Ditto 

9,.393 

196 

Gootis brake ^■ans 

Ditto 

3,775 

22 

Gdods brake vans 

Ditto .. 

3,730 

343 
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i 

Ro. 

/ 

Description. 

With whom. 

Rate. 





Rs. 

100 

M-A.-I 

Indian Standard Wagon Com¬ 
pany. 

2,570 

200 

M.-A.-I 

Ditto 

ditto .. 

2,560 

22 

M.-C.-I 

Ditto 

ditto 

2,450 

550 

M.-A.-2 

Ditto 

ditto 

2,410 , 

80 

M.-C.-3 . 

Ditto 

ditto 

2,300 

11 

Goods brake vans 

Ditto 

ditto 

2,018 

13 

Goods brake vans 

Ditto 

ditto 

'• 1,798 

3 

Bogie rail and timber trucks 

Ditto 

ditto 

5,250 

no 

Ballast wagons •. 

Ditto 

ditto. ... 

2,360 

1,069 

< 





Amendment op the Government of India Act so as to make IVIembers 
OP THE Indian Services eligible por Appointment as Chief 
Justices of the High Courts. 


172. 


*Lala Laj pat Rai ; 

Ghaiishyam Das Birla : 
*3X[r. Jamnadas M. Mehta : 
^Pandit Thakxir Das Bhargava 




(a) Will Government be 
pleased to state whether they 
were consulted by His Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for India 
before the introduction in Par¬ 
liament of the Bill to amend 
.section 101 of the Government 
of India Act so as to make 
members of the Indian services 
eligible for appointment as 
Chief Justices of the High 

(h) If so, did the Goyernment of India agree to the^^hove amendment 
and when ? \ 

(c) If the an^ver to the above is in the af6xmative, Government 
please state "why this matter was never mentioned in the House ftp answer to 
questions and Resolutions relating to the disqualifications of in this 

matter i \ 

Honourable Mr J. Orerar : (c) The Bill was the resifilt of eon- 
sultation betv/een the Government of India and the Secretary State. 

1926'''^^ Government of India agreed to the amendment ini March 
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(fji/rhe matter was referred to in.the Honourable Sir Malcolm 
HaileV'tj speech in this House on the 19th F'ebinary 1924. The questions 
asked, and Ke.solutions moved, in the Houses of the Legislature related 
only "to the removal of the disqualifieatSons of Vakils. 


‘ ' Visit of Dr. Sudhindra Bose to India. 

173. '^Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Will the Government be pleased'to 
state if it is a fact that Dr. Sudhindra Bose, Lecturer in the State University' 
at Iowa, was granted a passport to India on the understanding that he would 
leave the country' within six months ? 

'(&) Who was responsible for imposing this restriction to six months Y 


(c) Why was that restriction imposed ? 

• (d) Will the Government be pleased to state if they intend removing 
the restriction ? If y'es, when ? 

(e) Is it a fact that Dr. Bose has asked for an unrestricted uisa to 
enable him to visit India whenever he desired and permission if he chose 
to settle down here permanently ? 

if) If the answer to (e) be in the afSrmative, when is Dr. Bose to be 
given that permission to .settle in.India permanently and unre.stricted visa 
to visit India whenever he chose 


The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar ; (a) and (c). I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the answer that I gave to Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh's question on the same subject, yesterday. 

(b) The resti'iction was imposed by the Secretary of State. 

(d) As Dr. Bose left India within the period stated, the que.stion 

does not arise. . 

(e) He has enquired'as to the possibility of securing an unrestricted 

visa and becoming naturalised as a British subject. 

(/) The matter wiU be considered when Dr. Bose again proposes to 

vi.sit India. . , , , , . 

Mr K. Ahmed : Will the Government of Mia be Pleased to slate 

what are the reason or reasons why Dr. Bose will sixa¬ 
in his own country, so that the country may exac% ^ 

tion is, and Avhether the criticism of the action f ^ ^n^ent’s 

side of the House is justified or not vnth regard to the Goiernmenr 

refusal to allow Dr,*Bose to remain in this conntiy ? ,, >c „ 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I do not think the Honourable Mei - 
her has correctly apprehended the facts of the case. ^ 

Mr K Ahmed : Does that justify Government in withholding per¬ 
mission from Dr. Bose to come and stay m tins country . 


vTT.. 'Pivies OF July /th under the 

Report PUBLISHED in the Hindustan .p,. „ 

Head Lines “ Racial Arrogance in Exoelsis, etc. 
in. <■!(&. 0. S. Baiga lyar : («) Has the attention o£ Ute Government 

been drav-n to ; ■ , ; aivilmtao Tviies ot Jnl.v ".H nitder 

■ “ l^hea' w^ “™Sanee in eveeWsy ; “ Colonel't, 

fu5y' " ; “ Scene in a Railway Compartment : and 
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' ■ ■ ‘ (U) the Coioners threat to report, the station master on night duty 

■■■ ■' ' to “ his friend.”_a member of the Railway,Board ? ' ■ 

(&) Has any action been taken against the .station master for declining 
to carry out the Colonel’s command against an invalid old Goanese lady of 
seventy who was incapable of moving from her ,seat or the berth on ivhich 
she was seated wdthout aid.? ' . 

(c) Are Government.aware that the public opinion as expressed in,the 

Press has approved of the station master’s conduct, and condemned the 
Colonel’s rudeness ? • . . . . ■' 

(d) "What are the facts of dhe. case according to the. Government’s 
information ? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government have seen the article re- 
• ferred to, which contains a remark more ordess tb the effect stated: in 

(o) (»)• , 

{!)) and (o). No ; nor has any complaint been made to the Railway 
Board or any member of it. . , ■ ■ • 

(d) It seems to have been a petty squabble about berths. None of 
.those- concerned .has subsequently reported tlie matter either to the rail¬ 
way authorities or, as T have said, to the Railway Board. • 

■ Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Will/the Railway'Board take any 
•action if a report is made to it ? ' ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, .Sir ; certainly .not. .. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Then why did the Honourable Member 
say that none of those concerned has reported the matter either to the rail- 
, way authorities or to the Railway Board- ? What does this answer sig¬ 
nify ? , ■ 

• Ml', A. A; L. Parsons It signifies rvhat it s'ays; that no report was 
made either to the Railway Board or to tlie Railway xVdrainistration. 

- Ma'iil'vi Muhammad'Yakub : 'When the'Honourable Member Avill not 
take any action if any report is'made tb him, what is the use of making 
a report to the Railway Board ?'. ' ■ ' , , 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : To ray, mind, there would be absolutel 5 yno 
use'in making any report to the Railway Board fo» tliey would, certainly 
refuse to take any action in a petty squabble about bertlrs whieli appears 
to Have been quite satisfactorily handled by, the station master. ; 

,Mr. N. M. Josbi ; May I ask wdietber, it is not the .duty of the Rail¬ 
way Board to save its employees from the .bullyjngs of gallant, Colonels ? 

IlIPEOVEMENT OF THE OeGANIZATION - AND EQUIPMENT. OF- THE AeMY IN 

- . .India. 

• 175. C. S..Ranga'Iyer : (h) Is it a fact.that the Government of 
India are in close consultation with His Majesty’s Government constantly 
..examining the. problem.,of improving,'the, organization and equipiuent of 

m. order.,to, make good any deficiencies, give it the benefit 
ot the latest modem developments and. bring- it into' line with the British 
Army in Great Britain ? - 
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iC^X If^-the-answer., to -.tjie abovf question ds- in tiie affirmative will tlm 
, GrOverrijm,e<n.L; Be pleased, to .place the correspondence on the table ?, 

'.-.(cX'If Dotpwhy not ? •-. ’ i ■ , ' , . . 

, • C^) Yes, Sir. Consultation with the War Office 

.and the India Office has beent maintained,- not only by wceldy corres¬ 
pondence, but also by personal discussion, for which there have been fre 
quent opportunities during • the last fetv years. ’ • 

_ '(&).'and .(c). As my Honourable;friend-will readily undei-stand it 

woiila not,,be practicable or-desirable-to lay on the table of this House 
..the yoluminous, and.in many gaggs correspondence and memo¬ 

randa, extending oyer ,a number of years on this subject. 

Pandit Hirday NathjKunzru ; May I ask, Sir, whether the Honour¬ 
able Member himself diseuss.ed ans-- question with the.military authorities 
in-Eiigiand oh behalf of the Governmen't of India < ' 

• Mr. G..M. Young.; I was not. deputed by the Goyernment of India 
-to,discuses any question. .. . , - .-.i 


..Inadequacy -dp -Modeen-Equipment, foe the Aemy in India. 

■ I flVO. ^'Mr. C. S. Rahga.Iyer ; (a.j..&as the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment beeii drawn to a special Loudon Cable.appearing in the Piovcer of 
July 13, 1928, page 1, col. 1, under'tHe .sub-titles “ A Military Authority’s 
ppinion .“. Equipment in India inadequate 

(h) Is it a fact that India-is regarded as having a shortage of 
mechanical and, technical equipment ? 

(•'; .!'C) If the answer to part (h) is “ Ye.s ”, what steps are being taken to 
remedy -the said shortage and. what would be the co.st that the icraedial 
measures would entail L . , ■ ' . . ■ . ■ 


Change in the Chief Command of the Aemy in India. 

C'S: r,’177. S.' Rahga Iyer •; ■ (a) 'Has th^e attention of the Government 

-been drawn to-a recent statement which appeared in the Pioneer that'a 
change in the chief command in India ’Might shortly be expected ? 

.(b) Is that statement true ? . 

. , (c) If the answer to part (b) is in .the negative, are Government aware 
that the publication of such unfounded statements is calculated to do harm 
and create a false impression in hostile countries ? 

(d) If the answer to'part (c)’.’i,s in'tbe affirmative, do Government pro¬ 
pose to instruct the Publicity Department to issue timely contradict ions ? 

Mr. .G. M. Young-: («) I have seen the article in question and other 
statements in the journal to a .similar.-effect. 

(b) The statements are entirely unfounded and untrue. There i.s 
no tni.'-ji whatever in the a.ssertion .that His .Maje.sty’s Government con- 
tonipliite or contemplated, deputing an'officer from England either to in¬ 
vestigate the situation or to take oyer command : and thei'e is also no 

tFor answer to this question, sec nn.swor to qno.stion No. 120 given on' t!ie -5th 
September 3 023. 
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truth whatever in the stotemcnt that either Sir George Jlilne or'Sir Claud 
Jacob is to visit India during the next cold weather. As regards the 
Comnjander-in-Chief, it is perhaps hardly necessary for me to repeat what 
has already been stated in Parliament, that His Excellency enjoys the full 
confidence of His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India. 

{(') The statements were undoubtedly mischievous. 

(d) In this instance, the Honourable Member’s questions and the 
questions asked in Parliament have pi-ovided the occasion for an official 
contradiction. Whether Governmehi; should, of its own accord, c(>ntra- 
dict statements of this kind in future, as the Honourable Member seems 
to suggest, would depend in each ease partly on the importance of the 
.. subject and partly on the reputation of the newspaper making the state¬ 
ment. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In view of the fact that the Government has notv 
admitted that mischievous statements ha%'e been made by the Pioneer, 
the most loj'al paper at one time, though it has now turned to the side of 
the Swarajists, will the Honourable Member inform this House, both 
for their benefit as well as for.the benefit of the countrj^ why that paper 
has gone over to the other .side ? Is it with a view to get more circula¬ 
tion than before ? Will the Honourable Member be pleased to explain 
the reason so that we may know the attitude of the Pioneer and why 
it ha.s turned again.st the Government 1 

Mr. G. M. Young : If the Honourable gentleman will put a question 
to that edect, on paper I will give him a reply. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : The Honourable the Army Secretary has just admit¬ 
ted that the Pioneer has made a mischievous statement, and in view of that 
fact, 1 think it is only right that Government should make an inquiry 
into the reason or reasons why it made such a statement. 

Inadequacy op Modern Equipment fob the Abmy in India. 

j-178. *Col. J. D. Crawford : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been called to articles in the Press on the subject of the inadequacy 
of modern equipment for the military forces in India ? 

(h) Will the Government please make a detailed statement as to the 
steps being taken to modetnise the equipment of the army, the probable 
cost thereof, and the proposed method of meeting-any additional expendi¬ 
ture if such is necessary ? 

Eepoets of the Tariff Board on the Match Industry and the Oil 

Industry. 

179. ^Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Will Government be pleased 
to state when they expect to publish the Reports of the Tariff Board re¬ 
garding : 

(o) the match industry in India, and 

(h) the oil industry in India ? 

- IT’or to this qxiestion,-see .msxvor to question No. 120 given on the Sth 

September, 1928. } > 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) The Tariff Board’s Ee- 

last^ match industry was published on Saturday the 1st September 

' 

(&) The Board’s Report on the oil industry will be published at an 
early date. 

„ T ^shotamdas Thakurdas : May I know, Sir, if the Government 
. -i^dia s decision will also be made available to the public at the same 
time as the publication of the Report ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; The decision of the Govem- 
ment of India will be made available to the jiublic simultaneously with 
the publication of their Report. 

The Pilgrim Department, Bombay. 

180. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to state 
(1) when the Pilgrim Department in Bombay was opened*"; (2) what 
control, if any, administrative or otherwise, is exercised by the Govern^ 
ment of India over this Department ; (3) what is the total strength of 
personnel in this Department and of what caste ; (4) who is the direct 
authority who recruits officers in this Deiiartment ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Part (1)—^About 1882. 

Part (2)—Under the Devolution Rules, pilgrimages beyond India 
are a central subject. In respect of the Pilgrim Department in Bombay,, 
the Local Government only act as the agents of the Central Government 
who retain powers of superintendence, direction and control. The budget 
of the Department is sanctioned annually by the Government of India. 

Part (3)—Ten, of Avhom .seven are Muhammadan.s, two Hindus, 
and one Christian. 

Part (4)—The Commissioner of Police, Bombay. 

Pilgrims Ships. 

181. ’‘’Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : How^ many pilgrim ships carried Hajis 
to Jeddah this year, their total number, number of casualties on board the 
steamer both ways ? Did these .steamers carry any qualified .surgeon ? 
Who supplies medicines to the pilgrims-on board the .ships ? Wliat are the 
respective tonnage of these ships ? Do they carry jMarconi wirele.ss ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : OnI.y one ship, the S. S. “ Ilumayun ” sailed from 
Calcutta with 379 pilgrims for Jeddah this year. There were no 
casualties on board the ship on her outward voyage. No ships returned 
to Calcutta with pilgrims. The tonnage of tlie S. S. “ Ilumayiin ” is 4.ol3 
tons gross and 2,731 tons net. Similar information in respect to pilgrim 
traffic^ this year passing through the ports of Bombay and Ifarachi has 
been called for from the Government of Bombay and will be furnished 
to the Honourable Member later. 

As regards the rest of the Honourable Member’s quc.stion I would 
iuvitc his attention to sections 195. 201 and 242 of the Indian Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1923, and rules 54—58, 70 and 80 of the rules relating to 
■pilgrim ships. These rules are contained in the General Instructions for 
pilgrims to the Hedjaz, a copy of which will be found in the Library. 
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Employment of Pilgrim Ships when not carrying Pilgrims. 

182. *IVIr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to stale 
M-liether it is a fact that all pilgrim ships which carry liajis to and from 
Jeddah are employed during the out-Haj time for the carriage of cargo ? 
On, whose recommendation did the Government of India lieen.se the.se 
steamers for the carriage of pilgrims ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : With your permission, Sir, I shall deal wdth 
ilueStions .Nos. 182, 186 and 190 together. Enquiries have been made 
from the Government of Bombay and information w'ill be supplied to tlie 
.Honourable Member later. 


Sick and Diseased Pilgrims. 

183. ^'Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim ; (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
,s>tate wdiere the sick and the diseased pilgrims are sent on their return from 
Mecca to Bombay V 

(h) How many pilgrims have been admitted into hospital since 1925 
and with wdiat result ? 

(c) In view of the fact that .sick pilgrims from all pi’ovinces of India 
•are sent for treatment to those hospitals, will the Government be p'eased 
'to state wdiat arrangements have been made to interpret the languages and 
dialects of the patients to doctors and othens • 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (o) Such pilgrims as are willing are sent to 

hospital. 

(&) So far as information is available, 209 pilgrims were sent to 
hospital, of whom 88 .died. 2 are still under treatment and the rest have 
been discharged. 

(c) IMembers of the Pilgrim Departiueiit and servants of the ship¬ 
ping companies, who can interpret in Urdu, Persian, Bengali, Malayalam, 
Tamil, Gujrati and Marathi, act as interpreters, whenever nece.ssarw 


Repatriation of Haj Pilgrims . who lose their Return Tickets. 

184. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government be pleased to state 
w'hen and at whose instance the return ticket system was introduced qn 
'Haj pilgrim ships and what happens when pilgrims loose their tickeis,,^? 
Are they repatriated free ? If not, w'hy not • 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The return ticket .system was introduced in 
1925 at the instance of the Government of India with the approval of 
the Indian Legislature by means of an amendment of the Indian Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1923. Tlie Honourable Member’s attention is invited to 
section 208-A of the Act. If a pilgrim loses his return ticket and is 
destitrite, he is repatriated by the Government of India free 'charge. 
Shipping e'ompanie,s have however in the past granted free passages to some 
pilgrims who had lost their return tickets. To avoid loss of ’ return 
tickets the Briti.sh Consul at, Jeddah has now introduced a system under 
which these tickets are deposited by pilgrims at the British Agency. ' 
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Abolition uf the Deposit System in the Case oe'Haj-Pilorimb. ' 

186. Anwar-ui-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to state 
when the deposit system ivhich ivas introduced'in l'923 was abolished ? Is 
it not a fact that by this system pilgrims could avoid the troubles and 
other hardships consequent on the loss of return tickets ? If this deposit 
system was changed on the passing of the Indian Merchant Shipping 
Act of 1925, do Government propose to change the particular section of 
law which stands in the way of this .system 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The deposit system referred to by the Honour¬ 
able Member has not been abolished. In fact under section 208-A 
of the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, which was inserted by an amend¬ 
ment Act of 1925, a statutory provision has been made giving the option 
to a pilgrim either to purchase a return ticket or to make a deposit. 
This option was given as a result of the recommendation of the Select 
Committee of this House which considered the amending Bill in 1925 
and which had a majoriiy of Muslim members. If the representatives 
of the Muslim community, both inside and outside the Legislature, now. 
express a preference for the deposit system, their views will receive care¬ 
ful consideration. 


Erection oe a Pilgrim Camp outside the Municipality op Bombay. 


tl8G. ''■Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to state 
whether they are contemplating to erect a pilgrim camp outside the 
Municipality of Bombay ? If so, why ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Government selected a spot for erecting d 
camp at Odala near the Parsee Colony at Dadar (Bombay) and that has 
been rejected by the Public Works Department at the instance of the 
powerful Parsee community of that locality ? 

(c) Are Government now selecting another spot ? 

(d) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, wull Government 
be pleased to state the reason why the Government propose to ei’ect the 
cajup outside the municipal limits although the landing stages for pilgrims 
are Avithin the city municipal limits ? 

(e) Are Government aware that the life, of the pilgrims in a camp 
outside the municipal limits Avill be insecure and they will be put to great 
inconvenience for Avant of the proximity of bazars, mosques, hospitals and 
on account of the difficulty in getting the necessaries of life ? 

(f) ..Win Government state the reason Avhy musafirldianas AA'hicli arc 
in the heart of the city are not being utilized for pilgrim camps ? 


Complaints against the Lady Superintendent or the Pilgrim Depart¬ 
ment IN Bombay. 

187 ='Mr Anwar-ul-Azim ; Will the Government he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that there have been several complaints against the 
uSnt Lady Superintendent of the Pilgrim Department m Bombay, by 
Smfuy pilgrims and particularly by the several members of the Ha.i Com¬ 
mittee, Bombay ? _ ___— 


• For answer to tliis question, see .nnswer to qvo.stion Ko. 


ISf 
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Mr. G. S. Bajpai: No complaint lias been received, against the 
permanent Lady Superintendent of the Pilgrim Department, Bombay, 
from any pilgrim. Only one complaint vas made by a member of tbe 
H'aj Committee, but, on enquiry, it was not substantiated. 

Female Assistant to the Lady Vacoinatok in the Pilgrim Department, 

Bombay. 

188. -'‘'Mr. Anwar-nl-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to state 
■whether it is a fact that a Christian lady was appointed as a female 
as.si.stant to the lady vaccinator this year in the Pilgrim Department, 
Bombay, though qualified ]\Iuhammadan females were available ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Muhammadan lady who was engaged dur¬ 
ing the past seven years did not apply for appointment this year. Three 
applications were received for Uie post, two from jiluhammadans and one 
from a Christian. The latter was selected as she was also qualified as a 
nurse. 

Visitors on Board Pilgrim Ships. • 

189. ^Mr. Anwar-ul-Aizim : In view of the fact that respectable person.s 
gather together in Bombay during the outgoing and incoming pilgrim 
season to see ,ot¥ and receive their friends and relatives, will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that not a single respect¬ 
able jMoslem gentleman is allowed to enter the wharf or board the ship 
even after I'epresentation and enti'eaties at the lime of embarkation and 
disembarkation of pilgrims though manj; European ladies and gentlemen 
are frequently allowed on boai'd the ship even without a que.stion ? If 
so, why ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Information regarding the specific complaint 
made in the Honourable Member’s question has been asked for from 
the Loeal Government who.se reply is awaited. I may. however, infoi'in 
the Honourable "Member that Government ai'e considering the question 
of issuing a limited number of pa.sses to enable visitors to go on board pil¬ 
grim ships. 


Rude Treatment of Pilgrims in Bombay. 

tl90. ‘''Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that pilgrims in general are roughly and rudely' 
handled at the port of embarkation at Bombay at the slightest and even 
uneonseions violation of the existing embarkation regulations ? 

Appointment of Muhammadans as Superintendents of Post Offices in 

the BoaiBAY Circle. 


191. -3y&. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla ; (o) Is it a fact that no Un- 
lutmmadan has been selected in the Bombay Circle for the posts of 

tFor aiisiTPr to this qupstion, sep answer to question No. 1S2. 
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SSuperintendents of Post Offices'‘ since 1913 althougli • there are highly 
tcjualified Muslim candidates for'the same ? 

(&) Will the Government be pleased to state 

(i) the percentage of Muhammadans in the Bombay Circle ; and 

(ii) the number of appointments of Superintendents of Post Offices 

held by the members of different communities f 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (o) It is a fact that no 

31uhammadan has been selected in the Bombay Circle for the post of 


Superintendent of Post Offices since 1913. 

(&) (i) 17 per cent. 

(n) The figures are as follows :— 

Hindus .. .. .. .. 12 

Muhammadans .. .. . . .. 1 

Parsis .. .. .. .. 5 

Anglo-Indians . . .. -. .. 5 


JRailway Earnings from Third Class Passengers during Certain Spe¬ 
cified Periods. 

192. -"Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Will the Government be pleased to lay 
on the table ; 

(a) a statement showing the amount of railway earnings from third 

class passengers during the period intervening between July 
31st, 1928, and the date with effect from whicii the third cla.ss 
fares have been reduced ? 

(b) and also a statement .showing the railway earnings from third 

class passengers during the corresponding period last year ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid the figures for the period up 
to the end of July will not he available until some time next October. I 
will send them to the Honourable Member then. I should warn him, how¬ 
ever, that the period of two or tlu*ee months selected by him is in Pie 
opinion of the Railwaj' Board much too short to allow any specific de¬ 
ductions to be drawn from the figures. 

Mr. President : Mr. AnAvar-ul-Azim. 

(There Avas no reply). 


- Mr, President : Mr. Ghuznavi. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : May I put question No. 193, Sir, AAdiich 
appears on the paper against the name of ilr. AnAA-ar-ul-Azim ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; Sir, may I bring to tlje notice of tiie Cliair thni 
No 193 is put doAvn in Sir. AnAvar-ul-Azim name Avlien it is 
Mr. GhuznaM’s question. Is this the Avay aa^c have Avork done m the 

Legislative Department ? Does the Home Memlier realise. 

Mr President • As I explained to the Honourable lilember 
yesterday, the Chair has no control over the Legislative Department. 

Mr K Ahmed’ But does the Home Member realise, Sir. tliat 
such a thing should not occur in tlie Ledslative Department which is sup- 
nosed to be sacrosanct, and Avhieh is thus lacking m efficiency . Do Goa- 
ernment propose for the benefit of themse]A-e.s and the country to remove 
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tJiese lazy assistants and get a fairly intelligent lot such as are available 
in this Assembly and elsewhere, who wll do their duty better than them i 

Mr. President : Whose question is 393 ? 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : It i.s my que.stion, Sir. But. in my copy of 
the li.st of starred questions it appears in Mr. Anwai'-ul-Azira's name. 

Mr. President : Is the Honourable Member willing to put queslkm 
No. 193 ? 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Yes, Sir. 


ELECTRlFJCAmOK OK THE KalKA-SiMLA BaILWAY. 

193. -Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : («) Will the Government he pleased to- 
lay on ihe table a statement showing the figures of the earnings of the 
Kaika-Simla Raihvay. and also expljihiing^ if n,(. Bailway i.<-- being run at a 
loss or at a profit ? 

(?}) If the Kalka-Simla Railway is being run at a loss, do Govern-- 
ment propose to consider the dcsir.nhility of electrifying the Kalka-Simla 
Railway, with a view to its being worked at a jirofit ?' 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons :. (a) The Honourable Member will find the- 
Aigurcs JIG iGCjuircSj on 1T2 of* the History ot Tiulinn cor- 

rected up to 31st :\larch 3 927. a copy of whieli is in the LihrarV. He 
will see that there was a gain to ihe Stale in six out of the last ten vears 
for which figures are there given, and a loss in the other four year.s* 

(&) An investigation into the de.sirahility of electrifvjn<r the rail- 
way is proceeding. ' 


(1) Lack of Arbaegements for sigeallieg Messages at Breech Post- 

Offices IE Simla. 

(2) Provisioe of more Letter Boxes in Simla. 

194. -dNlr A. H. Ghuznavi : (o) Are the Government aware- 
that the Simla public are liard hit owing to the various branch post'officeh, 
in Simla not being equipped for signalling messages ? 

(b) In vicAV of the fact that all telegrams from Simla are despatched 
from the General Te egraph Office after being collected from the different 
branch ornees and that such a procedure causes unnecessary delav and 
vexation, do Government propose to take steps to make arrangements for 
signalling at every branch office in Simla ? 

for S^m]a^° ^^overnment propose to take steps.to provide more post boxes 

' 1 “} oombiBca post »na telegraph 

mees in birala all except two, Combermere and Simla North CElvsiuml 
are connected to the Central Telegraph Office by wire. 1-^hisnim). 

fov. offices mentioned the averao-e delav in trans 

?«2 oomSSv* S’ ''b''? respect^; Tin" a llv 

ff th?y ,vor “^ “““‘ed by tvire ana wonld not be i-ednced 

(c) Additional letter boxes will be provided 
General, Punjab, as required. 


by the Postmaster- 
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Provision of Fruit Vans and Refrigerators on all Fast TRAma. 

195, *iyir. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Are the Government aware 
that fruit vans are not at present provided in all the most important trains 1 

(b) Are the Government aware that this prevents fresh fruit being 
conveyed from place to place conveniently ? 

(c) In view flf the above facts, do Government propose to provide 
fruit vans and refrigerators in all important fast trains ! 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am not aware of any disinclination on 
the part of any railwaj' administration to provide fruit vans wher¬ 
ever sufficient traffic in fresh fruit offers, I shall he very glad if the 
Honourable Member will bring a specific case to my notice. Ify im¬ 
pression is that all railway administrations are most anxious to encourage 
this class of traffic. 

Cooling System in Railway Carriages. 

196. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Are the Government aware that 
the cooling system in railway carriages is very much appreciated by the 
travelling public ? 

(i) Do Government propose to introduce the cooling system into all 
carriages in all important railways ? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : If the Honourable Member will let me 
Imow to what cooling system he refers, I will try and send him the in¬ 
formation for which he asks in the second part of his question. 


Strike at the Railway Workshofs at Lillooah. 


197, *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) 'Will the Government be pleased to 
lay on'the table a statement showing the number of Hindus and hluslims 
among the. labourers who went on strike at the railway workshops at 
Lillooah ?' 


(h) Have the Government investigated the causes of the Lillooah 
strike ? If so, what steps do the Government propose to take to prevent 
the recurrence of similar strikes ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government have not got the informa¬ 

tion for wiiicli the Honourable Member asks, and do not think that any 
useful purpose would be served by collecting it. 

(h) Though at the outset the alleged cause of the .strike was the 

discharge of four woiianen from the Lillooah workshops. Goyernmont 
discbarge refusal by the Agent of the East 

Indian Mwbv o( certain demands n-liieli wore put forward by the men 
Ser tS of direeVaetion. These demands have been , inycst.pa.ed 
and as a result the Agent has announced certain increases in the pay of 

Lillooah and Calcutta 

workshops and his intention to imstitute an enquiry into the l ousing 
conditions of tlie workshop staff at Lillooah. With regard to the last 
part of his question, the Honourable iMember is now aware of introduction 
of a Trade Disputes Bill in the current Ses‘:ion. 

L7SLA 
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Percentage of Educated Women in Tbavancoee and Cochin. 

198. *I.ala Lajpat Eai : (a) Are Government aware tiiat in the Indian 
States of Travancore and Cochin the percentage of educated women is 
much larger than in any British province ? 

(&) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table of the House a 
comparative statement showing the percentage of educated women in 
Travancore and Cochin and in the different provinces of British India f 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) Yes, according to the last census, this is 

generally true. 

(&) A comparative statement is given on page 179 of the first 
vol^e of the Census Report, a copy of which is in the Libraiy. 

Mr, K. Ahmed : Wliich percentage is greater and which is 
smaller ? 


Treatment of Clerks in the Karachi Branch of the Imperial Bank of 

India. 


199. *Mx. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to a letter by ‘ ‘ Fair Play '' in the /Sind Observe)', Karachi, 
dated the 1st June 1928, regarding “ Imperial banldng hours ” ? 

(b) Is it a fact as stated therein that clerics in the Imperial Bank. 
Karachi Branch, work from 9-30 a.m. to 7-30 p.m. and that on several 
occasions after having half an hour's rest they work in office till mid¬ 
night ? 

(c) Is it a fact as stated in the letter that clerks of tha Imperial Bank, 
Karachi Branch, are refused leave even in the case of serfous illness of their 
relations and have been advised to resign and go ? 

(d) Is it a fact as stated in the letter that the Imperial Bank in India 
has no fixed rules for its staff as in other Government ofiBces, banks and 
firms ? 


(e) Is it a fact that the grades of salaries of the employees in the 
Imperial Bank of India (Bombay Circle) have been abolished in June 1926 
and that the clerks depend for promotion only on the recommendations of 
the Local Agents ? 

(/) Is it a fact that shroffs in the Imperial Bank (Bombay Circle) 
have to submit a letter of responsibility for deficit of cash arising in their 
absence while going on leave for short periods ? 

(o) Do Government propose to take any steps to have these wrong 
methods of administration of the Imperial Bank improved ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) I have seen the 

letter referred to by the Honourable hlember. 


(h) to (/). The Government have no information and they are not 

as the Imperial Bank of 

India as not a Government institution. . ^ 

(ff) Does not arise. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Government be pleased to ad¬ 
vise the Imperial Bank ? 

(The Honourable Member remained standing "after putting his 
supplementarj’- question.) 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member must resume his seat 
after asldng the question. 

(The Honourable Member then re.smned his seat.) , 

The Honourahle Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; No, Sir. 

Eecruitment or Mussalmans as Postmen and Menials in the Chittagono 
Division and the Chittagong Head Oitice. 

200. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim: Is it a fact that Mr. Booth, the late 
Postmaster General, Bengal and Assam, while visiting Chittagong found 
in December 1919 that the Mussalmans are-iU-represented in the postmen’s 
and menial service and in order to bring the matter on a satisfactory foot¬ 
ing he ordered recruitment according to the numerical strength of 
Mussalmans ? If so, will Government be pleased to la}’’ on the table the 
number of such appointments filled up in the Chittagong Division and 
the Chittagong Head Office by Mussalmans and others from that date ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : Yes, but Mr. Booth’s 
orders referred to the Chittagong Head Office only. Since they wore 
passed the following recruitments have been made in Chittagong Divi¬ 
sion :—30 Hindu and 5 Mussalman postmen, 30 Hindu and 4 Miissalman 
menials ; in the Chittagong Head Office 5 Hindu and 1 Mussalman 
postmen and 12 Hindu and 5 Mussalman menials. 

\ 

Representation op Mussalmans in the Posts and Telegraph Departments 
• (Bengal and Assam Circle). 

t20l. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Is it a fact that Mussalmans are vep^ ill- 
represented in the Posts and Telegraph Departments, particular!} in the 
Bengal and Assam Circle ? If so, do Government propose to issue im- 
mediate orders to reserve at least the first ten vacancies of gazetted posts 
in the Circle for Mussalmans, and also the non-gazetted, clerical and nicinnl 
appointments in each Division, and then fill up the vacancies aceoi^mg to 
tiie numerical strength of each commnnit}: in the Bengal and Assam Circle ? 
If not, why ? 

Mr. President : Maiilvi Muhammad Yakub. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub ; Question No. 201 has not yet been 
answered, Sir. 

Mr, President : It has been answered. 

Ill-Treatment OP THE Railway Employees in the Moradabad and Luck¬ 
now Divisions by certain Specified Ofticials. 

202. -Mauhd Muhammad Yakub : {a) Is it a fact thal' tlie Superin¬ 
tendent Power House at Lucknow, the Assistant Superintendent. Power 
House at Jiforadabad, and the Running Shed Forem an. iMoradabad auR 

^'PoT answer to this question, see answer to question No. 72 given on tlio 5th 
Scp^eniher 1928. 

L7SLA 
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Shahjahanpore, are in the habit of using abusive language, beliaving dis¬ 
courteously towards and maltreating the railway employees in the Morad- 
abad and Lucknow Divisions ? 

(6) Are Government aware that a feeling of general discontent and 
di.ssatisfaetion is prevailing amongst the railway employees in consequence 
of the maltreatment of the officers mentioned above ? 

(c) Do Government propose an independent and impartial enquiry 
into the matter and to direct the superior authorities to take proper aotion 
against the officers mentioned above ? 

Mr. A, A.'L. Parsons : (a) Government have received no representa¬ 
tions to this effect. In any ease it is a matter with which the Divisional 
Superintendent is quite competent to deal adequately if it is represented 
to him. 

C&) No. . • 

(c) The Government understand that certain representations have 
been made to the Agent of the East Indian Railway, and they do not 
propose to interfere with his discretion to deal with them. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub ; Do Government propose to abolish the 
Railway Board for their uncompromising attitude ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I think proposals to that effect usually come 
from the other side of the House and not from Government. 

Riot at Bajmangachi. 

203. "Colonel J. D. Crawford : With reference to the shooting at 
Bamangachi on March 27th, will Government be pleased to state whether 
any charge was laid by the police against any of the individuals taking part 
in the riot and, if so, what was the result ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The Government of India understand 
that no criminal ease was started against the persons concerned in the 
riot. 


No-Tax Campaign in Bardoli. 


204. "'^Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state if prior to the conversations between His Excellency the Governor of 
Bombay and His Excellency the Governor General any correspondence had 
passed between the Governments of India and Bombay in connection with 
the no-tax campaign in Bardoli ? If the answer is in the affirmative, will 
tlig''^!^'^^ment be pleased to lay the correspondence on the table ? If not, 

’why not ^ N. 

(1)) DidAt^iy correspondence on the same question take place between 
His Majesty’s Got-^rnment in Great Britain and the Government of India, 
and if so, do Governffi^nt propose to place the same on the table ? 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; The Government of India were in close 
touch both with the Government of Bombay and with His Majesty’s 
Government over the question. They do. not propose to lay the corres¬ 
pondence on the table. 
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Contract given to Messrs. Burn and Co. by the East Indian B att. w*v 
FOR THE Supply of Basic Pig-Iron. 

205. *Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact as stated by the 
“ Indian Trade Journal ” for June 1928 that contracts for the supply of 
3,540 tons of basic pig-iron at Rs. 60 per ton were placed by the Bast 
Indian Railway with Messrs. Burn & Co., Ltd., during the week ending 
the 26th May 1928 ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the “ Indian Trade Journal ” for May 1928 
shows that the current market rate for basic pig-iron was ; Tata’s 
Rs. 40 a ton, and Burn’s, Rs. 60 a ton ? If so, why was the contract not 
placed with the Tata Company at Rs, 40 a ton, instead of placing it with 
Burn & Co., at Rs. 60 a ton ? 

(c) Was the Tata Company asked to give their quotations for the 
. supply ? If not, why not ? 

(d) Who is responsible for the loss of about Rs. 70,800 of the tax- 
oayers’ money by giving the contract at a higher rate ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes, except that the contract was placed 
with the Indian Iron and Steel Company of whom Messrs. Bium & Company 
are Managing Agents., 

(&) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 
Open tenders were called for in India, but the Tata Iron and Steel 
Company were unable to quote, and did not put in a tender. The contract 
was given to the lowest tenderer. 

This also gives the reply to (c). 

(d) As will be gathered from the foregoing answers, there is no 
question of a loss of the tax-payers’ money ; the best offer was accepted 
by the Bast Indian Railway. I have ascertained that the quotation of Rs. 40 
per ton given in the “ Indian Trade Journal ” for May 1928 was for 
“ off grade ” iron which does not come within the specified limits of 
analysis for good basic pig-iron, and is used merely as a substitute for 
scrap iron. The present price for the Indian Iron and Steel Company's 
■basic pig-iron to their guaranteed analysis is Rs. 61 per ton. 

Indianisation of the Staff of the Security Printing Press. Nasik. 

206. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (o) Is it a fact that in the Nasik 
Security Printing Press, the highest salary drawn by a European officer 
is about Rs. 1,875 monthly, while that of an Indian is only Rs. 280 ; and 
that the total salarj’- bill of Europeans comes to about Rs. 14,275 ; that 
of domiciled Europeans and Anglo-Indians to Rs. 3,275 ; and that of 
Indians to Rs. 3,467 only per month ? 

(5) Have Government received any representation from the Indian 
Merchants’ Cliamber, Bombay, on the subject ? 

(c) What steps have Government taken, or propose, to take, to 
Indianise -the Nasik Security Printing Press ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) The highest salary 
drawn by a European officer, viz., the Jfaster of the Security Press, 

Rs. 3,875, a month. The total monthly salary drawn by* Europc-nns. 
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domiciled Europeans aBd Anglo-Indians is Es. 18;280, and that :byj Indians • 
Ks. 22,546. . ■ ' ■ 

- ■ ^ , ' - - ■ -■ ' > : 

(c), The. industry, recently - established in the Nasik Seeurity Press ,is 
one entirely new to India, and the Indians possessing.the knowledge of 
engineering. and acquaintance, with fine printing • required in -the higher 
posts are not at present available. The applications received from 
Indians for employment in the higher posts in the Security Press were 
either, fppm men without experience in any technical line, or froni men 
who had not made good in their previous employment. ' The Europeans 
■employed in the higher appointments in the Press are.' men .who have 
reached their present position by vii’tue of long ser'vice and technical 
•experience, and these Europeans are now' endeavouring to communicate 
their technical knowledge and experience to Indians already employed 
at the Press w'ho are being trained in the various branches of the business. 
'Several of these already show great pro'inise, and among them should be 
found some who in course of time will succeed wmrthily to the higher posts. ■ 

Mr. M. S. Aney : May I ask where the Europeans employed .in this 
Seeurity Printing Press gained their technical experience ? Did they 
gain it in India or abroad ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath-Mitra ; I am unable to answer 
that question fully, but, so far as I am aware, many of them had gained 
their experience abroad. 

Re'v'd.'J. C. Chatterjee : Do Government propose to send abroad 
■certain of the Indians working in this Press to acquire the necessary 
experience ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I am unable to give any 
definite answer to that question at present. , But my Honourable, friend 
will remember that that .was a point raised by the- Standing Finance 
Committee when they were dealing with a proposal for additional staff for 
this particular institution. I have no doubt that Government will give 
due consideration to the matter when they are dealing with that recom¬ 
mendation. 

MauM Muhammad Yakub : What is the number of Europeans who 
get Ks. 18,000 a month, and what is the number of Indians wdio get.-r. 
Rs. 20,000 a month ? , i' - 

Rs ^^00^^^^^^^^^ ' European, gets I^s. 20,000 or 

Ifeulvi M'iihanimad Yakub : I want to know the total number. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath .Mitra : I regret, Sir, I am 
■raame to give the numbers because I have not got the figures in my head, 
t tile Honourable Member will put down a question on paper I shall see' 
that It is answered. _ 


Training oe Indians in ELiaNG In England. 

have^been^sp]p^f(^^ ^ three scholars 

Commissioner for India in London "for 

lerodrome- Flying School,’' Stag Lane 

the-Government of ^‘'lio^ars'iiaye 'bem selfected^by 
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(&) Is it a fact that 2 of the scholars come fr6m Bengal, ^ from 
Bombay, and 1 from Madras ? 

(c) How have these selections been madQ, and what facilities, if 
any, were given to the other Provinces to offer_ their quota of scholars 
for training ? Have any rules been framed on the subject, and have 
they been published for general information ? Can a copy of them be 
laid on the table ? 

(d) What is the amount of stipend, etc., if any, given to a'scholar ; 
and can the number of scholars be increased 1 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. Me Watters : (a) and (&). Yes. 

(c) The selection of candidates in England was made by the High 
Commissioner for India after the selected candidates had been examined 
by a Selection Committee constituted for the purpose. The selection of 
candidates in India was made bs-^ the Government of India after the 
selected candidates had been examined by the Public Service Commission. 
Applications for the vacancies in India were invited by advertisements 
in the leading newspapers in India, and applications were received from 
all the major provinces except Assam and Burma. A copy of the rules 
and the prescribed form of application will be supplied to the Honourable 
Member. 

(d) The amount of the stipend is £240 per annum. ‘Tlie Govern¬ 
ment of India contemplate the offer of five further scholarships in the 
next two years. 

Political Propaganda by a Prominent Government Servant in the 

Round Table. 

208. =^Mr. 0. S. RangR Iyer : (a) Has the attention of the Goverh- 
ment been drawn to the following statement in the Pioneer, dated Thurs¬ 
day, July 19th, under the title “ Current Comment ” on page 2 : 

it . .A prominent servant of Government is responsible for the quarterly 
aniclcs'in the Hevicw “The Round Table -The articles have been almost 

■jvithout exception, inimical to the legitimate aspirations of Indians. 

(b) Is it a fact that Government servants are forbidden to take part 
in political propaganda ? 

(c) Do Government propose to enquire who the writer of the articles 
mentioned in clause (c) is ? 

(d) Do Government propOse to ask him to desist from further pro¬ 
paganda in the Bound Table ? 

(e) Will copies of the Bound Table for the last three years be placed 
in the Library ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Yes. 

(6) I would refer the Honourable lilember to the Government 
Servants’ Conduct Rules. 

(c) and (d). No. as they tire not aware that any breach of these 
rules has been committed. 

(e) Copies will be placed in the Library. 
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Pandit Hirday Nath. Knnzru : May I know whether the Director 
of Publicity is permitted to Avrite to the Bound Table ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Under the restrictions laid down 
by the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules, he is. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzm : Does he actually write to the 
Bound Table ? ^ 

The Honourable Mr, J. Crerar : I understand that he has con¬ 
tributed some articles to the Bound Table. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzm : Was the article on India in the 
last issue of the Bound Table Avritten by him ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I must have notice of that question. 
I have read several articles by him in the Bound Table Avhich, in my 
opinion, are quite within the GoA'ernment SerAmnts’ Conduct Rules. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I belicA^e Mr. Coatman is here, and he can 
ansAA^er the question himself. 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer : Are the Government aware that the GoA'ernor 
of a Province, who has since retired, used to write to the Bound Table 
during the period of his GoA’^ernorship and also during the period Avhen 
he was Inspector General of Police of a particular ProAdnce ? Will 
Government enquire into it if they are not aware of it ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; I am not aAvare of the fact, but I am 
prepared to accept the statement of the Honourable IMember. 


Employment in the Malay States for Repatriated Indians from South 
Africa, Trinidad and other Places. 


209. •Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact_ that the Government of India haA'e requested 
the Madras Government to negotiate with the authorities of the Malay 
States with a view to finding employment for a number of repatriated 
Indians from South Africa, Trinidad and other places ? 

(b) Is it a fact that a large number of repatriated Indians arrived 
in this country some time ago and the majority of them, finding that the 
conditions in India were not suited to them, were anxious to return to their 
places of domicile across the seas ? If so, what was their exact number ? 

(c) What-arrangements have been made for their return to their places 
of domicile ? If none, why not ? 


(d) Has any work been found for them in the Malay States ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) The Government of India have asked the 
Government of Madras to ascertain from the Emigration Commissioner 
for Malaya whether he would be prepared to offer facilities to certain 
returned Indian emigrants at Matiabruz to emigrate to Malaya. So far 

majority of these returned 

emigrants come from Trinidad, Mauritius and British Guiana. 

Colomvl emigrated from India to various 

rSurn na^snle Indenture were entitled to a free 

S eSarauS + t themselves of this right and a number 

f emigrants return to India everj^ year. The number, however,- who 
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have expressed a desire to leave India" airain is small : about eight 
hundred during the last nine years as compared with 56 thousand who 
came back to the country. 

(c) I would invite the Honourable Memberattention to section 2 
(1) (b) (i) of the Indian Emigration Act which defines the conditions 
under which a returned emigrant may' be assisted to return to the part 
of the world to which he originallj'’ emigrated. Two Colonial Governments, 
W3., the Government of Fiji and the Government of British Guiana have 
aided 350 and 173 returned emigrants to go back to their respective 
Colonies. The rest of those now at Matiabruz have, it is understood, 
expressed a desire to go to Malaya, and their request has been referred to 
the Emigration Commissioner as already .stated. 

(d) The reply of the Government of Jladras, through whom tlic 
Emigration Commissioner for Malaya has been approached, is awaited. 

Repatriation oe Indians from South Africa. 

210. ■'•'Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Will the Government be pleased to 
state : 

(a) if they propose to take steps to put a full and immediate stop 
to the repatriation of Indians from South Africa ? 

(i) if they are aware "that the scheme of repatriation has failed 
and the repatriated Indians are anxious to return to South 
Africa ? 

(c) if they are aware that several of the repatriated Indians are 

domiciled South Africans, mostly bom and bred in South 
Africa ? 

(d) if they are aware that the repatriated Indians find they have 

neither friends nor family attachments nor work in this 
country ? 

• (e) if they will ascertain the opinions in writing of the repatriated 

Indians whether they like to stay in India or go back to their 
places of domicile ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : With your permis.sion, Sir, I shall answer parts 
(h)—(e) of the question first. The answer to part (b) is in the negative. 

(c) Some of the assi.sted emigrants were born and brought up in 
South Africa ; but the majority of them are either people who emigrated 
from this eountrj’- originally or their children. 

(d) The Government of India have received no report from the 
Government of Madras to the effect that the majorit 3 ’- of a.ssisted emigrants 
have neither friends nor relations to go to. As regards work, the 
Honourable Member is probabl.v aware that a Special Officer has been 
appointed in Madras to find work suited to the inclination and aptitude 
of those who appl.y for it. The reports so far ha%'e been that the returning 
emigrants do not want work : their anxiety is to get to their relations and 
friends as soon as thej* land in Madras. 

(c) Government do not consider that such an enquiry is necessary, 
but if the Honourable ^Member has Imowledge of am’ wide.spread dissatisfac¬ 
tion with conditions of life in India among returned emigrants, they will 
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be glad to look into tbe complaints if the Honourable Member will be so 
good as to pass these on to them. 

(a) From the replies given to parts (7>)—(e) of his question, the 
Honourable Member will infer that the answer to part (a) is in the 
negat#e. 

Exclusion op Members op the Legislative Assembly prom the Age op 

Consent Committee. 

211. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Will the Government be pleased 
to state why the members of the Legislative Assembly were excluded 
from the “ Age of Consent ” Committee ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : In view of the nature of the 
enquiry’’ contemplated, Government considered it desirable to constitute a 
Committee which could not be regarded as already committed to an^y 
particular views. The report of the Cbmmittee and any legislation that 
may be undertaken in pursuance- of its recommendations must necessarily 
come before the Assembly for the fullest consideration and discussion. 

If, however, the House so desires, I shall be prepared to add from its 
Members to the Committee. 

Maulvi lAuhammad Yakub : Were any Members of the Legislative . 
Assembly, on the Royal Agricultural Commission, on the . Taxation 
Enquirj' Committee and on various other Committees ivhose reports were 
discussed in this House ? 

Mr. President : I am afraid that question does not arise out of this 
reply. 


Pay op the British Trade Agent op Gartok and his Stapp. 

212. *Maiilvi Atuhaminad Yakub; (a) What is the monthly salary 
"of the British Trade Agent at Gartok and his staff or establishment ? 

(b) Will Government he pleased to lay on the table a statement, in 
full detail, showing the total amount of annual expenditure in their 
salaries, travelling allowance and conveyance allowance of this British 
Trade Agent and his establishment, and in running a travelling post office 
and in employing a police force for this British Trade Agent ? 

(c) Are all these expenses borne by the British Exchequer or by 
the Government of India ? 

(d) Is any contribution made by the British Colonies towards the 
cost of maintaining this British Trade Agent at Gartok and his establish¬ 
ment ? 

(e) What are the duties of this British Trade Agent at Gartok ? 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) The pay of the British Trade Agent, who is not 
a whole time Government servant, is Rs, 100 a month for the months 
April to December. 

The pay of the Sub-Assistant Surgeon is Rs. 200 per mensem 
throughout the year. , \ 

(6) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) By the Government of India 

(d) No. 
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(e) To visit the trade marts in Western Tibet, to protect and promote 
the commercial interests of traders from British India, and, generally, to 
■watch the operation of the Trade Agreement. 

Expenditure on the British Trade Agency at Oartoh. 


Serial 

No. 

Head of Account. 

I 

Expenditure 
pet annum. 

Remarks. 



Rs. 


1 

Pay of Establishment .. 

3,300* 

*{{) British Trade Agent for 
9 months at Rs. 100 per 
mensem = Rs. 900. 




(ii) One Sub-Assistant Sur¬ 
geon for full year at Rs. 
200 per mensem =R3. 
2,400. 

2 

Travelling Allowance .. 

6,247 


3 

Supplies and Services 

1,889 

. 

4 

1 

1 

Contingencies including Post Office, 
pay of menial establishment, 
etc. 

Total 

4,740 


j 

15,676 



N.B .—Since 1924 no Police force has been employed for the Agency. 


Summer and Winter Headquarters of the British Trade Agent at 

Gartok, 

213. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Is it a fact that the sunmier 
headquarters of the British Trade Agent is at Gartok and his winter 
headquarters at Simla ? 

(b) Who supervises the work of this British Trade Agent ? 

(a) What is the distance from Simla to Gartok via Kampur Bushir, 
Poo and Chini ? 

(d) What are the distances from Almora and Naini Tal to Gartok 
respective!}’’ ? 

(e) Is it advantageous in the interest of the Government that the 
winter headquarters of this British Trade Agent be removed from Simla 
to Almora or Naini Tal ? 

(f) Is the route from Almora or Naini Tal to Gartok shorter than 
that from Simla to Gartok via Rampur BuShir, Poo and Chini ? 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) Yes. 

(h) Superintendent, Hill States, Simla. 
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(c) Approximatel 3 ’’ 375 miles. . * ■ 

{d) Approximately 250 miles from Aim ora. ‘ 

(e) Tlie change would not he in the interest of Indian trade as a 
whole, as it would not keep us in the same touch with the more important 
wool and trade centres in the northeim portions of Western Tibet. 

(/) Yes. 


Bbmoval op the Wintek Heaequartebs op the British Trade Agent at 
Gaetok prom Simla to Almora or Naini Tal. 

214. *Matdvi Muhammad Yakub ; (a) Is it a fact that the British 
Trade Agent at Gartok has to do his duties at the big marts of Gyanima, 
Chhakra, Taldakot, Duba, Sliib, Cbilam (Tibet) which lie near Milam 
(A lm ora) and whei*e a trade of Ks. 26 lakhs is done collectively at all 
these marts for a period of only two months, i.e., from 1st July to 31st 
August everj' year when the markets are open ? 

(5) Is it also a fact that there is a post office named Gaftbk Post Office 
whiidi is for the sole purpose of this British Trade Agent and which 
alwaj^s remains with him ? 

(c) Is it also a fact that if the winter headquarters of this British* 
Trade Agent be removed from Simla to Almora or Naini Tal the whole 
expenditure of the eonvej'ance of the equipments of the travelling post 
office (Gartok Post Office) will be saved to Government ? 

Sir Denys Bray ; (a) His duties are concerned with the marts 
mentioned but also with the marts in the central and northern portions 
of Western Tibet. _ 

(h) There is a post office at Gartok, but it is not for the Trade Agent 
only ; it is open to the public, and is indeed a necessity for our Indian 
traders in Western Tibet.' 

(c) The equipment of the post office is small and the expenditure on 
conveyance trifling. Even if the Trade Agent’s winter headquarters 
were removed to Almora or Naini Tal, a post office at Gartok will still be 
a necessity for our traders. 


Withdrawal op the Concession granted in 1922 to Branch Line Railway 
Companies op treating Supertax as a Working Bxpensb. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas ; (a) Will Government be pleased 
state the grounds on which the Secretary of State has decided that 
super-tax cannot properly be treated as a working expense in making 
up accounts with Branch Line Railway Companies ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the amount which they 
expect to gain by this change ? 

^ (c) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that this 
decision of the Secretary of State is in contravention of Government 
orders, dated 5th October 1922 ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Government of India have"agreed with the 
decision of the Secretary of State ! 
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(e) If the reply to part (d) above be in the affirmative, win Govern; 
inent be pleased to state the reasons for arriving at that decision ? 

(/) Are Government aware that the decision of the Secretary of 
State, as now notified, wiU, in the case of those Companies which require 
to draw rebate for the purposes of a 5 per cent, di^ddend, effectually 
prevent this payment of a dividend at that rate to their shareholders ? 

(g) ,Are Government aware that shareholders in Branch Line Rail¬ 
way Companies construe the decision of the Secretary of State referred 
to in (a) above as being a breach of the undertaking arrived at between 
the Branch Line Railway Companies and the Government of India in 
1922 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Because super-tax is essentially a tax 
on profits, and profits cannot be ascertained until working expenses have 
been met. This being so, there seems no good reason for relieving a 
Branch Line Company from a tax intended to be of general application. 

(b) I am afraid I cannot give exact figures, but the amount is prob¬ 
ably in the region of a lakli of rupees. 

(c) It would be more correct to describe it as the withdrawal of a 
concession which was granted as a special ease to Companies existing at 
the time the concession was given. 

(d) The Government of India have accepted the views of the 
Secretary of State and given effect to them in the orders which they liave 
issued. 

(e) I have explained the grounds for the decision in my reply to (a). 

(f) This is correct. 

(g) No. I may add that I met representatives of some of the Branch 
Line Railway Companies in Calcutta recently and discus^^ed this question 
with them. I think theyi realised that the orders which have recently 
issued amount to a withdrawal of a concession which was granted in 
1922 ; at any rate this is a correct statement of wiiat lias occurred. At 
the same time I informed the representatives of tliose Companies that if 
they chose to make further representations to us we would consider them 
verj’- carefully. 

Sir Purshotamdas.Thakurdas : AVas this question considered by the 
Central Advisory Council for Railwaj's ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; I do not think so. I do not 
think the question has ever been placed before the Central Advisor.v 
Council. I am at the moment considering a suggestion that it should 
be so placed, which emanated from the Honourable Member himself. 

I feel a good deal of difficulty about that because the question at issue 
seems to be rather a que.stion of law than a question of general policy. 
However, I AviU undertake to consider very carefully the request which 
has been made. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : On what grounds was the concession 
made in 1922, if it is a question of law ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am not quite sure on wliat grounds the 
concession was made in 1922, hut I will look into the papers and let the 
Honourable Member luiow. 
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Sir Purshot-amdas Thakurdas : Does tlie. Honourable Member not 
tbink that tliat is very pertinent to the decision that the Secretary of State 
has now arrived at, by which he has thonght fit to change a concession 
which was deliberately given in 1922, the law at that time being exactly 
the same as it is to-day ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I doubt if it is pertinent. If the decision 
now reached is that the law is such and such, even if the previous practice 
has not been in accordance with the law the law should now be obeyed. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Is the law adamant about this ? 
Has it not proved to be flexible if the Government of India wanted it to 
be so ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am not sure that the law can be flexible 
and not adamant ! I may sa 3 '^ that when I met the representatives of 
several Branch Line Companies in Calcutta, I made them a definite offer 
that if they would like to test this matter in tlie High Court, we would 
take such steps as we could to make it inexpensive for them to bring a 
test case. I do not know if the 3 '' propose to adopt that course or not. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : If I understood the Honourable Com¬ 
merce Member correctly, he is prepared to put this case before the 
Central Advisory Council. 

^ The Honourable Sir George Eainy : I did not go as far as that. What 
I said was that I felt a good deal of difficult 3 ' about this matter. When 
we are dealing with a matter of general policy, that would be a suitable 
question to refer to the Central Advisoiy Council, but when there is a 
question of law involved, then I am afraid the Central Advisory Council 
would not be in a position to give the advice that was needed. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Does the Honourable Member imply 
that a discussion in the Central Advisory Council would injure the posi¬ 
tion of the Government' of India in this connection ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I cannot imagine how it could in 
this particular case. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : In view of that, may I suggest to 
the Honourable Member that the correct thing to do would be to let the 
Central Advisory Council discuss this. 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy : I have promised that I will con¬ 
sider that. I am afraid I cannot go further than that at* the present 
moment. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : I am content to leave it at that just 
now. 

Humber of Strikes on the Railways during the last 12 Months. 

216 *Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will the Government be pleased to state : 

(o) How many strikes have taken place in all the Railwa 3 'S in India 
during the last 12 months ? 

(b) Where did those strikes occur ? 

(c) Why did those strikes occur ? 

(d) How many men were killed during the strikes ? And how ? 

And why ? 
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(e) Were the families of those killed recompensed ? If not, why 
not ? If so, how much ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Four. 

(b ) On the Bengal Nagpur Eailway at Khargpur. 

On the East Indian Railwaj'- at LiUooah with subsidiarj- strikes at 
Howrah, Ondal, and Asansol. 

On the South Indian Railway at Golden Rock, Triehinopoly, 
Negapatam, and Podanur Workshops, and on the metre gauge 
generally among the lower paid classes of the running staff. 

On H. B. H. the Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railway at Secunder¬ 
abad. 

(c) The strike at Khargpur on the Bengal Nagpur Railway was due 
to the mens’ dissatisfaction at reductions of establishment which had been 
found necessary. 

With regard to the strike on the East Indian Railway, I would refer 
the Honoui’able Member to the reply gir'^en to the Honourable !Mr. A. H. 
Ghuzna-sd.’s starred'question No. 197 to-day. 

On the South Indian Railway the strike among the workshop staff was 
due to dissatisfaction on the part of the men at reductions of establishment 
rendered necessary by the transfer of the worksliops from Negapatam to 
Golden Rock. The lower paid classes of the running staff are understood 
to have struck in order to enforce a demand for higher wages. 

The causes of the strike in the workshops at Secunderabad on the 
Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railwaj’^ are obscure. 

(d) Two men were killed in the riot caused by the strikers at 
Bamangaehi. 

One man was killed during the riot caused by the strikers at 
Tuticorin, and one man was killed near Triehinopoly where a large mob 
collected and attacked the engine crew after the engine had collided with 
a motor bus at a level crossing. 

(e) So far as the Government of India are aware, no payments have 
been made to the families-of rioters who were killed ; nor is Government 
aware of any reason why compensation should be paid in such cases. 

I may inform the Honourable Member that the period that I have 
taken for these figures is from the 1st September 1927 to the 1st fSeptember 
1928. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer •. Will Government consider the question of 
giving compensation to these people ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : That is not, I think, a question whicli it would 
ordinarily fall to me to answer, becau.se we are dealing here with pensons 
killed in the course of action taken to quell a riot. All I can say is 
that Government is not aware of any reason why compensation should 
be paid to the relatives of rioters who are Billed while causing a riot. 

Appointment op a Committee of the Centiuvi, Legislature to enquire 
INTO THE Grievances Op the Employees on The Indevn Railways. 

217. ’Tdr. C. S. Ranga Iyer ; (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state if they propose to appoint a Commission of Enquiry consisting of 
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officials and non-officials selected by or from the Central Legislature to 
investigate the grievances of the employees on the Indian Railways ? 

(&) If not, why not ? 

The.Honourable Sir George Rainy ; (o) No. 

(b) I would refer the Honourable Member to the discussion which 
took place in this House on the 27th February last on a motion moved 
by the Honourable Colonel Gidney during the course of the Railway 
Budget, and also to a speech which I made in another place on the 5th 
of September 1927 on a Resolution moved by the Honourable Dr. Rama 
Rau recommending the appointment of a Committee on the lines sug¬ 
gested in the question. I there gave the reasons why Government did 
not consider that such a Committee would be either desirable or effective 
as a means of dealing with any grievances brought forward by employees 
on Indian Railways. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will the Honourable Member inform 
this House Avhether any action has been taken in regard to the discussion 
we had on the Railway’’ Budget last February on this very matter ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; I think if' the Honourable 
Member will wait till be hears the answer to the next question, that; will 
give him the information he wants. 

Mr. N. M. Josh! : May I ask whether it is not a fact that during 
tlie discussion about this Inquiry Committee, Government stated that the 
appointment of an Inquiry Committee would lead to discontent among the 
staff. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I do not know to what state¬ 
ment made on behalf of Government the Honourable Member refers, but 
if he has verified it, I am quite prepared to take it from him. It is not 
within my recollection at the moment. 

Mr. N. M. JosM ; If that statement is correct, may I ask whether 
the present nnrest is due to the appointment or non-appointment of .... 

Mr. President : That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : In view of the accumulating grievances of the 
Railway employees, stiikes and things of that kind, will Government 
he pleased to reconsider their own position and view in the matter and 
appoint the Committee asked for ? 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I cannot hold out any hope, I am 
afraid, to my Honourable friend that Government will find it possible to 

do that. ^ 

♦ • 


f Muhammad Yakub : Do Government propose to ask a member 

Gi the Railway Board to go round and make an inquiry into the griev- 

cTommittee^^ employees, if they do not- propose to appoint a 


Honourable Sir George Rainy : All these matters have been 
constant attention of the members of the Railway Board 
and the Government of India. I do not, at the present moment sef Zt 

Railway BoS to send round a member of the 

Board ; (LaSer) 
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Eaciai Discrimination in Regard to Pay and Prospects or Employees 
' OH the Railways. 

218. ■*Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Will tlie Government be pleased 1o 
state if it is a fact that racial discrimination exists on the Indian Railway's 
in regard to pay and prospects ? 

{!}) If the answer to (a) is in the afftrniativc, will the Government be 
pleased to lay on the table all the faets relating to raeial diseriminalion 
under the following heads : 

(i) Among the Indian, Anglo-Indian and European guards 

(ii) Among the station masters and signallers ? 

(in) The other employees ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state wlien they propose to put 
an end to these racial discriminations ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
debate which took place last session on the motion moved during the 
discussion - on the Railway Demands by Pandit Hirday Nalh Kunzru. 
The position with regard to racial discrimination and the policy of 
Government with regard to it was then explained in speeches made by 
the Honourable Railway Member and myself. I should add that, as was 
then promised, all instances mentioned which ajipeared to suggest that 
there remain • vestiges of racial discrimination either in the terms of 
initial employment or in the terms given after employment in raihva.V 
service are being actively examined with a view to the removal of any 
cause for complaint in this direction. The Railway Board have also ad¬ 
dressed the Agents of all Railways on the subject generally, reiterating 
their determination that all traces of racial discrimination should be 
completely eliminatied, asking them to make an examination of their rules 
and practice, and jiointing out that their examination should not he con¬ 
fined to the individual cases brought to notice in the course of the debate 
on the Budget but cover the whole field. I lay a copy of the letter 
whie.h wms sent to Agents on the table. 


Lciter from the Secretary, Sailway Board, to the Agevis, yorlli Western, Enstern 
Bengal, East Indian, Great Indian Peninsula, Bengal Kagpnr, Bomhay, Baroda 
and Central India, Madra't and Southern Mahratia, Smith Indian, Bengal and 
North TEcsiern, Snhilkund and Krnnaon, Assam Bengal and Burma Saihrays, 
No. 634-E., dated the JOih July, 193S. 

Racial Discrimination. 

1 :un dircctort to invito your attoutioii to tlie debate on “ Racial Distinctions in 
Subordinate Establislmients ” reported in the Oflieinl Reports of t!io Lcfrisl.ntiv.! 
Assembly Debates, Friday, 24fh Fcf)iu.ary 192S, Vol. 1, No. IG (paRC.s 77,0-7.S2), and 
Saturday, 25tli Fcbiuary 11)28, Vol. I, No. 17 (pages 78G-S0S). 

2 Yon nic aware Hint it i.s definitely the policy of the Government of India Hml 
all ti-’aees of raeial diaciimiiuUion should be completely eliminated, either in the 
tonus which are ofi’ered foi initial employment, or in the treatment after cniploimont 
of subordinate stall. 

li. In the debate, it was .alleged that, though different grades for partienlar 
nationalities may no longer oxi.st in graded cslalilishmenta, direct admission to tiio 
higher giado.s, both on initial oniploymenf .and on transfer from n different el.a'is, i« 
in praefiec restricted to particular eoinmunitics. The Railway Board desire that vnnr 
incthod.s of appointment direct to grades .above the lowest a]!plie.ab1e to c.aeh class of 
staff may be examined, ami Hint you will inform the Bo.anl nhat steps you propose 
in t.'ite to remove whatever grounds may at present exist for fhi.s .allegation.’ 

L7SLA 
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4. Another point brought forw.ird was that distinctions persist in the matter of 
medical relief. ' Practical considerations require that the staff should be classifled 
in some manner for this purpose ; but I .am to request that your regulations m.ay be 
examined, and your arrangements adjusted if necessary, so that the same standard 
of attendance and accommodiition may be available to all subordin.-ite staff, irres- 
nective of race but coming, ho^Yever, -within the same class ;iecoiding to p.ay. 

5. It will be also noted that the Baihvay Board have invited information regard¬ 
ing cases in which there appears to be a suspicion of racial discrimination. The 
examination of the position, which jmu will now inahe, should not therefore be 
conlined only to the two aspects to -which reference has been made above. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whctlier the Government of India will 
appoint a Gonimittee of Inquiry to find out whether there is racial discruui- 
nation on the Indian Railwaj'^s or not ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No. The Government of India consider that 
the action which thes’’ hatm taken shonld sufficiently meet the case. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask Avhether racial discrimination will be 
removed simply by issuing: a letter to tjhe Agents ? 

Mr, A, A. L. Parsons : I have no reason to believe that the Agents 
will in any way disobey the orders of the Railway Board ? 

Mr, N. M. Joshi : May I ask Avhen it was that the Government of 
India first decided that there .should he no racial discrimination 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Will the Honourable Member kindly give me 
notice of that ? 


Mr, 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Will the Honourable Member please state how 
long it will take to get rid of the existing racial discrimination, 
roughly ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I think the Honourable Member will realise 
that it is impossible to give an an.swer to a question of that kind. The 
complaint has generally been that OAving to certain rules and certain 
practices' on Railways certain communities have had a preference in 

getting appointments ; it is a question, therefore, 

_ 12 Noon- of revising the rules and revising the practice. 

It is impossible for me to say ivithin a month or two months or three 
monlhs when the revision of those rules will be complete. All I can say 
is that Ave are doing our best to fulfil the pledges that AA’'e gaA'^e at tjhc 
time of the last budget debate. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Will the Government of India ghm a proof of their 
intientions by starting Avith the Railway Board itself ? 


Expenditure per Head op the Population in India on Liquors and 

Intoxicants. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas : (a) HaA’^e GoA^rnment noticed 
the lolloAving quotation from a recent issue of the Manchester Guardian 

■' The annual statement on the flrink bill of Great Britain, issued by the United 

tion’^of’bet”’of ^loo^ono V year there was a total net decline on the consump- 

on of beer of 400,000 bulk barrels. There was an increase of 11,500 proof o-allons 

consumption of spirits, and in wine an increase of 136,000 gallons^ It is estl- 

i" i2l>8.8<l0,000“vEw. 
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, (&) If the replj- to the above be in the affirmalive, Avill Governmoni be 

pleased to state_corresponding figures for consumption of counti\ rupior 
and imported AAones, giving the total drinlc hill for India during tlic last 
year for ■which figures may be available, and the c^penditnr(■ ]H‘r bead of 
jtopulation in India on liquors and intoxicants ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; {a] No. 

_ (6)1 lay on the table a statement showing I lie figures of coii.simiplion 
for the years 1925-26 and 1926-27 as returned by llie provincial Excise 
Departments. The Government of India do not jiossess the material 
necessary for preparing an estimate of the amount of •expenditure by 
consumers represented by these figures, and of its ineidenet?'per head of 
the ]>opulation. 

fllatement shou'ing consumption of country spirit nnd potable foreign liquors during the gears 

' 1925-26 and 1926-27. 


< 

1925-26. 

1926-27. 

Inureaso (-f) 
ordocrea.se 

Country spiiit L.P. gallons .. 

6,366,098 

6,209,724 

— 146.374 

Other spirit (imported and Indian “ fo¬ 
reign liquor ”) L. P. gallons. 

807,556 

792,499 

— 15,057 

Wines (imported and Indian) Bulk gal- 
Ions. 

Beer (imported) Imperial gallons 

156,430 

2,057,673 

178,.320 

2,191,305 

4- 21,890 

+ 133,692 

Beer made in India—Imperial gallons j 

1 2,765,190 

2,829,782 

-f 61,592 


Mr. B. Das ; Is it not a fact that with many Provincial Ooveriiments 
it is a habit to encourage drinking among the people in order to derive 
more revenue from excise ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I regret, Sir, I am 
unable to answer that question. 

Idr. B. Das : Will they go into the matter and verify the correct¬ 
ness of the question which I put 1 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The Ilonourable Slem- 
ber is no doubt awai’e that under the existing constitution Excise falls in 
the realm of transferred subjects, and the Goverimient of India do not 
possess any powers of superintendence, diveclion and control in the 
matter. | 

• Mr. M. s\ Aney : Do not the Governmenl of India po.'jse.s^ 1ho 
power of colldnting information from the provinces 'I Have they no 
jiower even to Wake a request ? 

Mr. President : Order, order. I think T may inform Honourable 
Idembers that it is de.structivc of Ihc very edifice of resjionsible govorii- 
ment tvln'ch we ^11 seek to create to discuss in this House *^’1 '^’1 

jeets Avhich are transferred to Ministers in the jirovinces. The 1 rovnieia) 

L78LA ' 
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Councils are tlie places wlicre these questions can be discusscfl. In tlic 
interest of responsible government itself, it is not desirable that such ques¬ 
tions should be discussed in this Ilouse, except in eases where the GoAnrn- 
ment of India have got the power of superinlendenee, direction and con¬ 
trol. It is a diiferent thing there, but where resiionsibility is completely 
transferred to Ministei-s, it is not desirable in the interests of the consti¬ 
tution itself that those questions should be discussed in this House. It 
is a different thing when mere all-India statistics or the all-India position 
are inquired into by questions. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In view of the fact that a Eesolution was passed 
in this Assembly recommending the abolition of drink, do Government pro¬ 
pose for the benefit of the country to stop. 


PANEL OF CHAIRMEN. 

Mr. President ; Order order. In accordance with the provisions of 
rule 3 of the Indian Legislative Rules I announce that I have nominated 
the following Members to be on the Panel of Chairmen ; 

Lala Lajpat Rai, 

Mr. K. C. Neogy, 

Sir Victor Sassoon, and 

Nawab, Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaijnim. 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PETITIONS. 

Mr. President : Under Standing Order 80 of the Legislative 
Assembly Standing Orders I have to appoint a Committee on Public Peti¬ 
tions. I have, therefore, to announce that the, following Honourable klem- 
bers will form the Committee : 

Mr. Jmnnadas Mehta, 

Mr. K. C. Neogy, 

Mian Abdul Haye, and 
Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz. 

According to the provisions of the Standing Orders, the -Deputy 
President, Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, will bo the Chairman of flie Com¬ 
mittee. 


SEPARATE OFFICE FOR TUB LEGISLATIVE ASI^iMBLV' ' 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home klember) Sh- reference 

to the eommunicatiou which you made to the House 4sterdal i bl-e 
y„,.r pe™is,ion to take tl™ aarKost opptoSra'tv ifA 
the position and intentions of Government. It must be^ainif 
m-e certain aspects of the ease on wliieli Government e ^ ^ 

m the views which you have expressed. It would be ^ 

part to endeavour at this .stage to deal in detail T ‘ 

troversy, and I propose to limit myself to a concise stitmuX "^''^Jers of con- 
S.r, or the 17th Augnot, U27, prose,.W to fl” 
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setting up of a separate establislunent for the AssembljL On the conclu¬ 
sion of tbe Simla Session of 1927, the examination of the seheme was taken 
up in the Government of India and certain provisional conclusions were 
reached earlj^ in 1928. The rough di'afi of a despatch embodying these 
conclusions was prepared before the end of the Delhi Session. As the Gov- 
{‘•rnment of India were not able to accept the scheme of the Honourable the 
President in its entirety, it was thought desirable to ))lace him in general 
posses.sioii of the points of difference between him and Government and, 
further, to give him an opportunity by means of informal conversations 
with His Excellency the Governor General of expressing bis views on this 
point. As the result of these conversations some points of difference were 
eliminated^ but others remained. The despatch was revised and was sent 
to the Secretar}’’ of State on the 28tli July. Ilononrahle Members are of 
course aware that it is not permissible at this si age to lay Ihc do.spatch 
before the House, but without indiscretion I may allow myself to say that 
there is mueh in the Honourable the President’s sclicine with which Gov¬ 


ernment find themselves in agreement and that they have endeavoured to 
deal fairlj'- in the despatch with all the points on which agreement has been 
reached between their view and that of the President. Ilonouralile j\Iem- 
bers will realize that while Government are awaiting a rcjff.v to tliat des¬ 
patch, they are not in’ a position to discuss this matter fnllj^ ; but k\sl 
Hdiiourabic Members should feel that tlie ease is being decided without 
their having a ehauee of expressing their views, Government are ready 
now to give an undertaking that before any scheme which the Secretary 
of State is prepared to approve is put into operation, Honourable Meuihers 
ivill, if "they so desire, be given an opportunity of exjn'e.ssing their vicw.s. 
'Whether the best procedure for the examination of the scheme will he by 
a general debate in this House, or whetiier the House would not he well 
advised in the first instance to depute the performance of 1hi.s iRslc to a 
Committee representative of all the parties and groups in this House is 
a question for the House to decide. T venture to suggest that, as a general 
debate in the circumstances wliieh I have mentioned would seem unlikely 
to lead to concrete and practical results, the latter would be the better 
course • and inasmuch as I should hope to he able iii due cour.se to lay 
the papers uece.ssary to enable Honourable l\remhers to form a considered 
iudgment in the matter, T am willing, if the House so desires, to move for 
the appointment of such a Committee and a day will he made avadnhle 
for tlm.purpose at as early a dale as possible during the present Sc.ssion. 
This Committee could then be constituted and, as soon as Go\crnmeiit s 
able to lay the papers, would be in a position to take up the exaimnalioii 
of the suKieet. Finally, Sir, I would like to draw tlm attention of tlic 
House to a fact to which.you have referred that, pending tlic .scttlemcii 
of this matter, His Excellency the Governor General, witli a fJCw to 
inopfino' the wishes of the Honourable 11ie President, has decided that t - 


Pandit Motilal Nehru (Cities of the Hnited Provinces :Noii-Muham- 
raadau Urban)’: Sir, may I. with your permi.ssion, ask the f™ 

to clear up. certain points in his .statemeut which he has .pisl Kad to the 
House The matter is a very important one. and we have to consider on 
this'side of the Hou.se very carefully what our own position is going to 
le hr reel’d to it You were plcused to -read a statement to the House 
vesterdav and a copy of it has been made available to us b\ Jlie 1 
We Ivnow’exactly, and, may I add, wc appreciate fully, the action wlucli 
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[Pandit Motilal Nehru.] , 

yon have taken as the custodian of the rights of thi.s House. I %Yish the 
statement which ha.s just been read by the Honourable the Home Member 
wej-e a.s informing, J -wish also tliat J liad a verbatim copy of it before 
me. Blit 1 have li.stenod to it with all the attention that ] am capable of 
and I wish to know whetlier I have understood it rightly. What T have 
been able to gather from that, statement is that the reform which yon are 
ilying to introduce is to be put oif sine die, I will explain why 1 draw 
that inference. Tt, appear-s that a de.spateh has already been sent to the 
Secretary of State on the subject over the head of this House and without 
observing the common courte,sy of showing it to the Pre.sident Avho mooted 
the whole question and who Ava.s entitled in all fair play to know hoAv his 
point of vicAv was put and how his arguments were met. I further under¬ 
stand, Sir, that this mysterioms de-spatoh i.s to be considered by the Sec¬ 
retary of State for India and deeisioms are to be arrived at behind the 
back of this Honse, behind the back of the President, and Avlien those 
decisions are received here, then an opjJortunity Avill be given to this House 
to exjiress its OAvn opinion ; for what purpo.se and to Avhat end goodne.ss 
only knows, when the matter has already been decided. I also under¬ 
stand from the statement that the Honourable the Home Member has an 


alternative proposal, namely, that of the appointment of a Committee 
Avhich he is willing to appoint at once ; and to give us a day but for what 
puiqDose I liaA^e not been able to folloAV ; Avbether it is only to discu.ss the 
jiersonnel of the Committee or also to discuss the matter whicli gives J’isc 
to Ihe appointment of the Committee. Well, whatever that may be, I 
hope the Honourable the Home Member will make it clear, Wlien the 


Committee is appointed, what has it to do ? It is not veiy clear what 
will folloAV. Of course the Committee will meet, it Avill make its recom¬ 
mendations ; those recommendations perhaps will be considered by the 
House. Then perbap.s there will be .nnollier reference to the Secretaiy of 
State if the recommendations of the House arc to be ]iaid any attention to. 
And then a Ibomsand other things might intervene. All that seems to me 
to he highly prohalile i.s that by the time that the.se preliminaries have 
been gone through this House ivill probably liave ceased to exist and Lord 
•Birkenhead will probably have shifted himself from Whitehall to Leaden- 
ball if the news of this morning is correct. Sir, there could be nothing 
s)m])Ier than to put the proposals before tliis IIou.se before any de,spateb 
was sent to the Seci’etary of State. Tn that case it Avould have been very 
ea.sy to have the decision of the Secretary of State on the considered 
oi)]nion of the IIou.se about the proposals made by the President in time 
to inaugurate the new reforms before the Delhi Session. As it is T find 
1 bat if the procedure Avhich is indicated by the Honourable the Home Mem- 
lier is followed we shall never come to the end of it : at least this House 
ui not. Tt seems to me, Sir, that this iirocedure leads us nowhere and 
r therefore wish to ask a definite question, and I hope the Honourable the 
- ome Meinher lydl reply. Is he Avilling to give us an opportnnitv and a 
liny ,0 (lisen.ss the ivhole question on tlie merits on .such materials as we 
have 1 knoAV avc shall not haim the benefit of v-hat tlie Seeretarv of 
<1 e las got to say. But T also knoAv that, even Avhen a de.spatch is 
received from him we would probably not have the benefit of looking into 
' o are sacrosanct. But, Sir, we are perfectly prepared 

AvlXh ts 7 n matter on the materials contained in your statement 

m mimir T We want uo further facts to make up 

mmcls. I pause for an ansiver before I put another question. ' 
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I regret that there should have 
been anything obscure in the .statement which I have just made to the 
Houfee To explain further I must, I tliinlt, to some extent recapitulate, 
the Honourable and learned gentleman opposite has asked precisely what 
iny proposals were. I indicated to the House that there were two possible 
eouises it they wished to take action in the matter. One was to have a 
general discussion ; the other, if they iireferred it—and I indicated certain 
grounds wliicli nicide the second <ilteriiative probably a better oue—^tiio 
second alternative was the appointment of a Committee. If the Hou.se 
prefers the first alternative, it is entirely a matter for the House to decide. 
But I should point out that for the reasons which I have set out in mv 
original statement it is impossible for the Govermnent to take a useful and 
contributory part in the debate. We are unable to lay before the House 
the details of the scheme submitted to the Secretary of State ; we are 
unable to discuss it. Further, we should not be in a position to deal with 
any specific points raised with regard to it by Honourable klem- 
ber in other parts of the House. It was for those reasons that 

I ventured to suggest and I have no vnsh to influence the 

judgment of the House—I ventured to suggest that tlie prefer¬ 
able course would be tlie appointment of a Committee. That Com¬ 
mittee, as I indicated, would not during the present Session bo 

able to have material before it, which will no doubt be necessary before 

final conclusions are arrived at ; but tlie suggestion is made with the object 
which Government entertain of doing all they can to expedite tlie matter. 
In other words, a Committee having been constituted Avould be in being 
for the purpose of eonsideilng any proposals tliat may be approved by tiie 
Secretary of State or to suggG.st certain other proposals of their own. I 
hope that what I Jiave said removes the ob.seiirity which mj" Honourable 
friend mentioned. 


Pandit Motilal Nehru : llj’ question has not been answered. What 
f asked the Honourable the Home Member was, with all the disadvantages 
under which we are placed, will he he pleased to give ns a day to discuss 
this matter thoroughly on the material which we have. It is very unfor¬ 
tunate that we liave not got the decision of the Secretary of State before 
ns. but, as I snhmitted, we cannot help it ; and wc cannot wail for it, 
because it ma.y he that this House may not lie in existence when that deci¬ 
sion is received. So we sliould make the most of what we liave and my 
simple question is this. Will the Honourable tbe Home Iticmber find us 
a day for the discussion of tliis matter on the materials now before llio 
House in tliis Session ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; On the materials now before the 
House ? Does the Honourable gentleman mean the President’s statement 
and my repl.v, or other materials ? 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : Tliat is all ; that is quite enough. ‘ 

' The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; If the House desires to have a dis¬ 
cussion on the basis of Hiose materials. Government will certainly be pre¬ 
pared to make a day available. But T mu.si repent that Government, in a 
discussion of that kind, will not he able to take a conlrihutoix pait in llu. 
discussion. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : Thai is a misfortune. Bnt I think there will 
be the advantage of the Secretary of State having the views of tliis Hou.se 
before him when he is making np his mind finally upon the scheme. I 
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tJiank the Honourable the Home Member for the iiromise he has given ot 
a day to discuss the matter. 

. Mr. President ; I should like to throw out one suggestion to the 
Ilouoiuable Members. AVoiild it not be nim'e eonveniont if the Leader of 
the Ilouse and the loaders of the A'arious parties meet logether and decide 
on a course of action.? If that .snggeslion i.s agreeable, I am perfectly pre¬ 
pared to call a conference in my room lo-morrow. 

The Honourable Mr. 'J. Crerar I should, for my own part, be Amry 
glad to comply Avith such a suggestion, if the business of tlic Ilouse permits 
of such a eonfei’ence to-morroAv. 


Lala Lajpat Hai (Jullundur Divisiou -. Non-Muliammadan) : I don’t 
quite understand the position. I think that avc ought to haA'c a debate on 
the question, because Aybat avc Avant to knoAV is the vicAVs of the House on 
the statement made by the President. T cannot understand Avhy Govern¬ 
ment cannot place the despatch before the House. There is nothing secret 
in it. ,It is merely a question of establishment, and if the House caimot be 
trusted Avith this simple matter, I Avoncler AAdiat matters the House could 
really be trusted with. It is merely a question of wliat part of the estab¬ 
lishment should be under tlie President and Avhat part under tlie GoA'ci'n- 
ment of India, There seems to be absolutely nothing confidential or secret 
about it that Government aliould obooso to keep aAvay from us. If tlie Ilouse 
is not Avorthy of that much confidence, I AA'onder liow tlie GoA’ernment can 
place any confidence in the Ilouse to pass legislative measures. It seems 
to me merely a pretence—pardon me for the use of this Avord—a more pre¬ 
tence to postpone acl wfinifuni the settlement of this question. It has 
already taken tAvo or tlu-ee years, and may still take anotlier two years, and 
as my learned friend (Pandit Motilal) has stated, by that time the House 
may be defunct and nothing AvonlcI come of it. I therefore Avant something 
tangible to be done immediately to take the views of ihe House so tliat 
e.,« v.e,vs may ba acM to the Soovctaiy ot State tot- action. I tlo not ymnt 

tba auction* S'S'totary of State Im., decided 

t e question. These may be red tape methods of the bureaucraev but they 

on iTe t” "t.” ’"-“‘“"I bnsberto be doni 

m favone genetal diaenatiorrL "to . [rCSL T 

discussion, and all the MemhpT <3 nf 
OH>vessing theirllt on"to 

the various parties me^etinn- to be lost by the leaders of 

matter. As to the Tte '’f discussing the 

agreeable, hut they sav they iviirnof^T^ q'^iestion, Government are 

ni the diseussion.' That is^Avliat ^ able to fake any very useful part 
say. If the Leader of the Hmisclr'^"’ 

lerenee at 12 to-morroAV. ^ objection, I propose to call a con- 

The Honourable Mr J firevni* r t 

insist of yourself, mvself and S,p conherence will 

House ? • the leaders of the various parties in the 
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Mr. President : Quite so. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Subject to the ob.servations T liavc 
already made, for my ovm part 1 yluall be very glad to accept (he snggc'-liou, 
but it will depend on tlie business arising to-morrow. 

'Mr. President : 1 will .see that an hour is fixed to suit all Icader-s. 
It need not necessarily be 12 o’clock. 


1 » 

THE PUBLIC SAFETY (REMOVAL PROM INDIA) BILL. 

Mf. President : The Honourable Mr. Crerar. (The Honourable Mr. 
J, Crerar rose in his place.) 

Pandit Motilal Kshru (Cities of the United Provinces : Xon-SIuham- 
madan Urban) : Sir, I have to raise a point of order. I object to the 
motion that the Honourable the Home Member is going to make. The 
Leader of the House, Sir, is going to move ; 

“ Tliat the Bill to provide for the reniov;il fioiu British India in c-eitain eases 
nf persons not being Indian Biiti&h subjects or subjects of Htates in Indi.i be taken 
into consideration ”. 

I submit tint under tlie Standing Orders that motion cannot he taken 
up, if there i.s anyone in the House tvho objects to it on tlie ground that 
sufficient notice as required bj' tlie rules has not been given. T draw llic 
attention of the House to Standing Order 38, which saj's what motions imiy 
he made after a Bill has been introduced, and then it goes on to iirovido ; 

“ Piovided that no such motion shall he made uniil after copies of the Bill have 
been made available for the use of Jlcmbci’s 

' T hog the House particularly to bear in mind 11ie.se words, “ made 
available for tlie use of Members And any Jlembcr may ohjecl to any 
svich motion being made until copies of the Bill have been made available 
three days before tlie date on which the motion is being made. Tlie motion 
is being made to-day. 6th September, and copies were not is'^ned to iMcmbers 
hefoi’e the 4th September, and tlierefore three clear days have not preceded 
the motion that my Honourable friend is going to make. 

Now I may be allowed to anticipate his answer. Probably his answer 
will be that the Bill had been published in tlie Gazette sometime before, 
but I submit that such publication cannot lake the place of the provision tliat 
Mie Bill must he made available for the use of Members, because these are 
words which have a special moaning a.ssigncd to tliem by the Standing 
Ordei'S, and the Bill must he made available in the particular maniior pro¬ 
vided and in no other. 

Now I draw attention to Standing Order No. 12. at jiagc 13 of this 
book, that is ; 

" 'TIic Scciot.uiv slinll niuko every effort to eircul.ufe to encli Member u copy of 
encli notice or ottier p.iper vliicli is by the Stumling Orrler reipiircd to be nuide ;i\.ii!- 
iiliif for the use of Members 

Then sub-section (2) is : 

"Notice or other paper slinll be deemed to buve been made av.iitable for tlm 
use of every idember if cojiios thereof nic deposited in such manner .ainl in Midi 
pla-e as the President may from lime to time direct 

To the he.st of my information there was no diredimi ol' tlie Prosidem 
on this subject aud tins Bill ivas not deposited in any panicular place. I 
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therefore submit that the Standing Order has not been complied with and 
under Standing Order No. 38 T am competent to raise an objection, unless 
the President in the exercise of his discretion suspends that Standing Order. 
There is no doubt that you have discretion to suspend the Standing Order 
and allow the motion to be made, but 1 submit this is nol a ease where you 
will exercise that discretion, firstly, because it is a A^ery important measure 
and there is no reason wh.y it should be rushed like this. Secondly no 
harm can be done, because if my objection succeeds, it will mean a delay 
of three or four days, till the next official day. 

It may be asked Avhy I am raising this question at all. It is becatise of 
the absence of many JMembei's from the House, it is because of the empty 
benches that I am raising this point. It is ahvays the case that in the be¬ 
ginning of a Session the attendance is A'cry meagre. I think it has ahvays 
been more or less an understanding or a convention that no important 
measure should be introduced until all Honourable Members have had the 
fullest opportunity of attending the Assembly and taking part in the 
debate. Noav this is a matter upon which it is desired to have a full dress 
debate in the House and 1 would therefore ask you, Sir, not to exercise 
your discretion and suspend the Standing Order. The Standing Orders 
are entirelj'^ in my favour and there is no question that a publication in 
the Gazette or anything else can take the. place of a Bill being available 
for the use of Members in the particular manner Avhich has been pro¬ 
vided for by the Standing Orders. The Government Gazette of course ia a 
very important document, more important specially for men in sei’vice than 
for others. But so far as I am concerned, it is most uninteresting reading 
and I never even open it unless my attention is drawn to any particular 
thing therein. So, I submit that the publication in the Gazette cannot take 
the place of a Bill being made available for the use of hlemhers in the 
manner which has been prescribed by the rules. Therefore, I submit that 
this Bill should not be taken into consideration. 


Mr, President ; What is the urgency of this measure ? 

J. Crerar (Home Member) : The Government 
regards this matter as a matter of great urgency. 

7 Motilal Nehru : Is there going to be a great influx of these 

undesivalfles within three days ? 

J- Crerar : The Bill itself is a very urgent 
(■/ 7 'occ 17 Government regard not only the Bill itself but also its pro- 
s,iess through the House as matters of great urgency. 

only point is tlmt the Government must 
comply ivith the rules and Standing Orders. 

able ^■ On a point of order, Sir. The Houour- 

the Pin ^ point of order on the ground that the copies of 

one or tAvr. made available to the hremhers. He anticipated 

the Bilf ivas naturally raised. In the fii-st instance 

Gazetie 25th August. Copies of that 

“ No no.”) Conies nf Member. (Honmirahh Memhers : 

Members present in Simla deposited in the lodgings of Honourable 

have had in point of fact'tl,^^ venture to submit that Honourable Members 

for three days andlimre Bill in their hands 

‘ ^ ^ venture to submit that in the exercise of your 
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discretion the point which yon should take into consideration is wlietiicr 
in fact ample notice has been given to Honourable I\lembcrs. whether ample 
opportunities have bean given to Uonourablo M,embers of having this ]3ill 
in their possession. When tlie Honourable Jlcmher spoke of what he called 
the dejilctcd benches on tliat side of the House, 1 venture to tliiuk he was 
introducing an entirel 3 ' extraneous niatler wliicii has no hearing ou the 
question now before tlie House. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru (Agra Division : Xon-Huhammadan 
Rural) : Maj” I sajL Sir, that the statement made b.v the Honourable the 
Home Member that copies of this Bill ivere dejiosited at the lodgings of 
Honourable Members here is far from being correct, I wanted a cojij* of 
this Bill on the 2nd, but I could not get it. 1 asked for a copy at the Notice 
Office on the 3rd instant and was told that tliej^ did not possess it. 


Lala Lajpat 2iai (Jullundur Division .• AMn-Mnharnmadan) : Sir, I 
want to bring to the notice of this House the had jiraetice that exists at 
the present moment of depositing these doenraents at the lodgings of iMeiu- 
bers. I .sniipoi’t mj' Honourable friend Mr. Knnzi-u th;if it is not right to 
state that the copies of these Bills ivere deposited at the lodgings of Mem¬ 
bers three da.vs from to-dajv It is not right. 1 ma.v sa.y tlial tlie general 
practice of these papers being sent to Slembers js so vicioins that really 
Members have no time to stndj'’ the papers. Tliese papers generall.v reach 
our lodgmg.s not before-10 o'clock at night, and they generall.v relate to the 
business of the next dajL That is the waj’ in which the Legislative Depart¬ 
ment has been diseJiarging its functions and its duties. 

Mr. President ; I hope .you do not liold the President responsible for it. 
(Laughter.) 


Lala Lajpat Rai ; T must say that it becomes extremely difficult for as 
to study anything in time. 

There are two qne.stions involVed iu this discussion, one is the technicnl 
question vdiich has been raised by my Honourable friend, Pandit Motilal 
Nehru and the other is the question of prO))ricty or the haste, tlie indecent 
haste ivith which the Government want to rush this Bill through. 01 cour.se 
the latter has been brushed aside by the Govermiient. The Government mu.st^ 
have had this matter under consideraliou liefovc tliem, for a long tunc, they 
innst have arrived at a decision long ago. Wh.v was- it not pc»ssih e loi le 
Government to announce, at least afortniglil nr a month before ^ 

the'Assemblv, that the Government were going to introduce this Lili ; 1 ins 
- ifa^Sy difficult matter and al.so a very imporlaiP matter. H'lnourah 
Members have to consult the difftqvuf law.s ni other conn ries. ih^ 
Honourable the Home Meiiilier sa.vs liiat it was pulilisln'd in tlie G.i/.ettc 
ilin O’ltL Aimnst Surclv the Honourable tin; Home Idember does not 
Z it JfeStio llK.,ns,.lv« ,l,oh. l,o„.c« o„ l.l,,. ■JSll, Au^l 

the mrnose of readin<^ the Gazette. They have other important buM- 
to Sno S l-.unul Noln-o ivlK... l.o lolte 

«t«^ed -hybewaslmenlliattlKiBil bchot aDia 

irfo oonsidei-alioi. lo-.l.oy. Ho was nl,Koh,lol.v la.mk -m l.,s ra, 
tlie Government were equally iiank on then pat . 
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done expeditiously and in a better spirit, but tbe Government wants to eon- 
eoal everything and to spring surprises upon us. I do not see any need 
of hurrying the measure. The Assembly is going to sit till about 23rd 
of this month and surely this business can be taken up on any other day, 
say Monday next. We do not want to delay the Bill, but at the same time 
I think the Members are entitled to raise this question if it enables them 
to consider this matter properly fully. This matter requires careful study. 
The Government have of course been preparing their ease for months. If 
they were in our position, they would feel the helplessness of our position. 
The Government have got their Secretaries and other experts to help them 
in this measure. Bvit we have to “do the whole thing ourselves. I think it 
is absolutely fair that Ave should be given a fair chance to study the Bill. 

I therefore beg you, Sir, not to exercise your discretion and not to suspend 
the Standing Order and allow the Bill to be taken into consideration at 
once. 

Mr. H. G. Cocke (Bonibaj’’ : European) : I am alarmed and sur-, 
]>ri.sed at the suggestion of Ilonourable Members on the other side that 
there i.-^ no urgency in this matter. It has been on the lips of cvery- 
boriy for several months past. 

Mr. President : The question is not whether there is any urgency 
for the measure or not. The question is whether copies of the Bill 
have been made available to Ilonourable Members three daj’'s before to¬ 
day. That is the onlj’- question. 

Mr. H. Gr. Cocke : On that. Sir, I Avant merely to sJiy that i got 
my copy all right in the GoA^ernment of India Gazette considerably move 
than three days before to-day. (‘Au Honourable Member ; “ Is it racial 
disex’imination ?”) 

Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay MilloAvners’ Association ; Indian Com- 
mcree) : I Avant to .say something on this point of order. It is purely 
a technical matter on which you are asked to giA^e your ruling. I appre¬ 
ciate the appeal of the Hononrable Member, Lala Lajpat Rai, and I am 
giAung my vieAvs purely from the technical angle. Under rule 18, the 
Governor General has published the Bill in the Gazette and it has made 
it nnueeessary for the Goveriunent to ask this Ilouse for leave to introduce 
the Bill or to supply copies of the Bill under Standing Orders. Would i’l 
or would it not be considered a fact that the ]mblication in the Gazette is 
the supply of the information to Members and that the posting of that 
Gazette is enough ? GoA'Cvnment cannot of course guarantee that 
every copy of a Bill despatched to a Member is going to reach that Mem¬ 
ber ; and I submit that, because the Government of India did not introduce 
the Bill in this Ilouse but used the right they haA^e under rule 18 to 
publish it in the Gazette, it should be taken that that Bill Aims in the 
nanus of Memher.s Avhen it could reasonably be expected that the Gazette 
Avas deliAmred. 

_ Lala Lajpat Rai : The Avording there is Avith reference to leaA'c to 
introduce a Bill, not for the purpose of dispensing Avith circulation. 

yictor Sassoon ; You must read the final part of Standing Order 
as foRoAvmg the first part. You cannot detach it and say that it also 
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governs rule 18. Tliat is lioiv I read it. The Honourable jMembcr lias 
taiven the last part ol; Standing Order 38 which deals Avitli llie case when 
a Bill i.s introduced in this House and does not deal with Ihe case wlien 
the Government has not introduced the Bill because it has used its right 
of publication in the Gazette. 

Mr. President : It might help us to know from Government whether 
any dii-ections have been issued by the President under Standing Oi-der 
12 .‘ 

Mr. L. Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department) : I am under 
the impression that no directions have been issued by the President. 
The procedure followed in tliis case is wliat has been tlic custom of 
tins House, that the Bill should be published in Die Gazette and 
effort made to make the Bill available to individual Members ot tne 
House. Copies were sent to all Honourable Members’ addix'sscs in 
Simla so far as Honourable Members had favoured us with those ad- 
drcs.ses. 


Mr. President : I wonder if the Honourable the Law Mcmlicv will 
kindly help the Ciiair in this matter. 

The Honourable Mr. S. R. Das (Law Member) : I have not got the 
rule with me now to which the Honourable Member referred. 

Mr. President : Will Seeretaiy pass tlie rules to the Honourable 
Member ? 

The Honourable Mr. S. R. Das ; It does not matter. 1 would only 
point this out, that the rule to which tbe Honourable Pandit Molilal 
Xehru referred is as regards the deposit of the noticc.s under the direc¬ 
tion of the President. I would only point out that that rule merely 
rc^er.; to notices and matters of that description with regard to which 
there is no provision for publication in the Gazette, riie provi.sion 
regarding the publication of a Bill in the Gazette makes it different 
from the publication of notices or the giving of notices 1o Members. 
I should have thought tliat the publication of the Bill in the 
sufficient notice and docs make the Bill available to Members 
docs not in the case of a notice because there is no provision ior pulilisli- 

iug notices in the Gazette. 

Mr. President : The Honourable the Leader of the ^ 

the words “ made available ” has a special meaning under Slanduv 

Order 12. 

"Sfrro'ivrrifo..i,-. 

niaiang aiailable ® , Member a copv of every notice or other 

every effort to , mpers of the nature of notices, because tb-iv 
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Jiow i take it. That Standing Order 12 cannot be made use of for the 
purpose of giving a meaning.to the words ‘‘made available” with 
reihrenee to a Bill. The two lhing,s .stand on quite a different footing. 
A iioiice cannot be published. There is no provision for publishing a 
notice and therefore ever}' eft'ort must be made to circulate a notice or 
]japcj‘s of the nature of notices to every IVlember ; whereas in the case 
of a Bill there is provision for publication in the Gazette which in 
itself amounts to m.iking it available to iMcmbcrs. Therefore Standing 
Order 12 cannot be made use of for the purpose of interpreting the 
meaning of the words ‘‘ made available ” with regard to a Bill. 

Pandit Motilal Hehru ; May I say a few words in reply to the 
Honourable the Law’ Member ? 

Mr. President : This is not a matter wdiich admits of reply. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : If you will ]?ermit a reply, Sir. (hlr. Presi¬ 
dent a.ssented.) Lt is quite evident to me. Sir, that the Honourable the 
Law Member committed himself to an opinion Avithout looking at the rule 
and then when he looked at the rule he had to hold to that opinion. But 
what really is the meaning of this section is quite evident on the very 
face of it. Publication in the Gazette i.s not ini ended for the Members spe¬ 
cially. It is intended for the genei’al public. The Members Avho are 
specially concerned in this matter must get a special notice Avhich is pro¬ 
vided for in the Standing Orders. That Avill be made quite clear to you, 
Sir, if you refer to Standing Ordei’ 43. Both publication in the Gazette 
and copies being made available to Members are mentioned in this Standing 
Order. It runs ; 

“ Tlie Seeretarj' shall cause every repwt of a Select Connnitlee to be printed, 
and a copy of the report shall be made available for the use of every Member of 
the Assembly ’ 

That is one thing. Then the next sentence is : 

“ Tl'e report with the amended Bill shall be published in the Gazette 

Noav the tw’o things are not the same. If one takes the place of the other 
what is the use of mentioning both these things here ? The Honourable 
Memlier has put it just the other way about. It is because notices are not 
published, he says, in the Gazette, therefore a special proAusion is made for 
notices. It is more correct to say that because publication in the Gazette is 
not the kind of special notice in the case of lilembers that special proA’ision 
has been made for such notice. 


The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Sir, may I just make one obscrAm- 
tion with regard to what was said by the Honourable the Leader of the Oppo¬ 
sition. He contended just boat that publication in the Gazette Avas merely 
notice to the general public I think that point of vieAV must he modified 
m view of the fact that special copies of the Gazette are addi’essed to 
individual Members of this House as Membei’s of this House and not as mem¬ 
bers of the general public. 


flip T.nw-difficult question as the Honourable 
Ibis aupslinn ^ postpone the decision on 

cullies neeessarj^ to come to any decision and all diffi- 

. over. For, in that case, the consideration Avould stand 
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postponed to the next official day. But I do not propose to take that eour.io. 
I propose to give my decision and lake the fullest responsibility for it. 
There is absolutely no doubt that this motion cannot be made unless copies 
of the Bill have been made available to Honourable Members three davs 
before to-da 3 '. The question is whether in this case copies of the Rill have 
been made available to Honourable Membej-s three dar^s before toslay. I 
am clearlj' of opinion that the publication of a Bill in the (,^o^ eminent 
Gazette cannot dispense with the obligation which is laid by the Standinu- 
Orders on the office to make copies available to Honourable Slembers. That 
expression has a special meaning attached to it b.y the Standing Orders, 
and in the absence of anj'^ directions bj^ the President as to the manner in 
which a Bill is to be deposited and the place at which it is to be deposited 
-—direct ions which should Jiave been taken and carried out—I am afraid I 
must hold that the copies of the Bill have not been made available to Honour¬ 
able Members three days prior to its consideration. I therefore ride lhat 
this motion cannot be made to-daj’- unless the Standing Orders arc sus¬ 
pended. As no request has been pressed in that behalf, it is not necessary 
for the Chair to consider that point. 


THE INDIAN INSURANCE COMPANIES BIUL. 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways): Sir, I rise to move that the Bill further to amend the Indiiin 
Life x\ssurance Companies Act, 1912, for certain purposes, and to provide 
for the collection of statistical information in respect of insurance busines.s 
other than life assui’ancc business, be referred 1o a Select Committee con- 
sisling of Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, Sir Pursholamdas Thaluu-das. Sir 
James Simpson, Lala Lajpat Rai, Mr. H. G. Cocke, Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta, 
Mr. G. D Birla and the Mover, with instructions to report on or before 
the lOr.h September 1928, and that the number of members whose presence 
shall bo necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five. 1 
should like, Sir, with youi- permission, to add three more names of memliers 
who might be appointed to the Select Committee, namely, klr. A. H. Giiuz- 
navi, Mr, Nirmal Ghunder Chunder and Mr. M. S. Sesha Aj^'angar. 


This Bill, Mr. President, is limited in its scope. It proposes to do Iwo 
tliinn-s and two things onl.y—in the first place, to remove a dcfecl in flic 
law affecting life assurance companies, and in the second place, to provide 
for the collection of certain statistical information in respect of all clasM-s 
of insurance business. The first of these objects is provided for in clause ■! 
of the Bill and the second in clauses 2. 7, 8 an'd 9. On the remaining lifffien 
clauses of the Bill I need not dwell, for. they arc purely 
adjectival. The whole substance of the Bill is to be found m the fne via f-t- 

I liave mentioned. 

T will take first clau.se 2 of the Bill, which provides for one of the luo 
iinportaut objects. I have .said that there is a defect lu the 
relating to life assurance in India, and I mil endeavour to make it plain 
to the Wise what that defect is. Section 6 of the Indian Life Assurance 
CoTupanics Act of 1912 provido.s that : 

•‘Tl.e life instirnnee fund diall be ns ab.solufdy the .soennty of fee life goliiv- 
lioUIetb ns tliough ii belonged to .n company carrtnng on no other b.isinos» .ban lif. 
nbsiirancc business and slinll not bo liable for any contracts of the company for 



306 


,LEGHSI.ATI\T3 ASSEMBIjY.' 


► FGth Sept, 1928. 


[Sir George Rainy.] ' ■ ' 

wli’ch it -vvoiiid not liave been liable had the business of the compan.y been 'only 
that of life assnranec, and .shall not be applied dircetly or indiTecll.y for any pui*- 
.pos..s other than tho.so of life assurance 

It 4oitkl liave been diffienlt, I think, Sir, to express the intention of the 
law more emphatically than it i.9 done in that section Jt is clear as day¬ 
light that the intention of the Legislature wa.s to provide the uimo.st po.ssiblo 
seenritv for the life policyholder-s, and for that purpo.se vciy emphatic 
language was used. It appears, however, that whatever the intentions of 
thc°Legi.stature may have been, they have been frustrated and that, in eev- 
taiu eircumstance.s the law doe.s not in fact i^rovide that measure of seeiuity 
for the life policyholder.s Avliich was undoubtedly intended. The cireumstan- 
CC.S in ^\diich the .security fails is when a life assurance company goes into 
liquidation. When that happens the rules in the .sixth Schedule to the Act 
would apply, and the liabilities and assets of Ike company would have to be 
valued in accordance w’ith these rules. The result is that a considerable part 
of the life fund might he removed from the .seenrily of the life poliejdiolders 
and devoted to other purposes. There is unquestionably, it appeai’.s, a de¬ 
fect wdiicb is common both to the Indian Act and to the British Statute upon 
which it -was based. It was brought to notice about 18 months ago, I think, 
by the Board of Trade Committee w’hieh was examining the insurance law in 
the ITnitod Kingdom with a view to its consolidation and rc-enactment. I 
think perhaps I can make the meaning plain to the Ilouse mo.st clearly by 
taking concrete examples, and the fir.st I .shall mention is the one which the 
Board of Trade Committee had in view in their report. Let iis suppose 
there is a composite company w’hich is doing both life bu.sine.ss and fire busi¬ 
ness. We will .suppose that the life business is successful, and that large 
reseiwes have been built up in the life fund. On the other hand, we assume 
tliat the fire business has been unsuccessful, and that as a I'esult of successive 
losses the company becomes insolvent and goes into liquidation. Now, under 
ibe Taw as it stands, the.reserve assets of the life fnnd wmnld apparently have 
to he used to pay the liabilities of the fire husine.s.s and the as.sot.s wliie.h the 
life policyholders believed had been fully secured to them as the .security 
for their policies would thus be diverted to anotlier purpose, 1 mention that 
as one of the dangers which exists under the present law. ' But it is not, as 
far as I can di.seover, an imminent danger in India, and I fully admit that 
this danger in itself would not furnish any adequate reason for asking the 
Legislature to make an emergent change in the law. The immediate danger 
wRicli Ave have to apprehend in India is .something rather different.. Tt 
oecur.s when a company is in liquidation, but not as in the case which I took 
as an illustration, an insolvent liquidation, but a .solvent liquidation; Under 
the law, as it stands, there is apparently nothing to prevent tlie .sharehoidevs 
of a solvent and prosperous life assurance company putting it into volun¬ 
tary liquidation. If they did .so, then the rules in Sehednle VI Avould at 
result Avould probably he that a lai’ge portion of the 
lifo fundj 'wliicli was intended by tlie Legislature as the absolute security of 
the policyholders, Avould be lost to them and divided np amongst the .share- 
lolders. Ihe information Avhieh has I'eached the Government of India'has 
minds Biat the danger is a real one and that it might, 
t . c y ent, become imminent. I can only imagine that ingenious per- 
ip.M. sons who had read the Board of Trade Committee’.s 

set their witq in detected the loophole in the law* have 

set wits to woik in an effort to squeeze through it. I do not wish, Mr 
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President—and I hope that the House Avill not press me on tJie subject_to 

dwell on the evidence which satisfied the Government of India that precjiu- 
tions were necessary. Obviously, if I were pressed on that point, it would 
raise the question of individual companies and any statement made here 
might have effects which would be most unfair to these companies and do 
a great deal of harm. One thing, however, I think I ought to say very dis¬ 
tinctly. It is not those who have been responsible in the past, or so far as I 
know, still are responsible for the management of the companies who have 
attempted to take advantage of the defect in the law. In so far as attempts 
have been made at all or are likely to be made, it is by persons who hope to 
obtain control, not by those who already possess the control. I thiid: it is 
right, Sir, in the interests of the Indian insurance companies, against whom 
I am not saying a single word, that that should be made perfectly plain. 
And I would ask the House to talce it from me that the Government of India 
did not act without very distinct information before them, that there was a 
danger, that the danger was real and that it might become imminent. It was 
for that reason that they decided to bring forward legislation on this sub¬ 
ject during the present Session. I thinlc, Sir, the House wiU agree that it 
would be a very serious matter indeed if anj' prosperous Indian insurance 
company were put into voluntary liquidation in the circiunstances stated, 
and obviously the temptation to put the compan 3 * into liquidation would be 
the stronger the more prosperous the company was. I am afraid that, if 
tliat took place, public confidence in life assurance generally' would be most 
seriouslj' shaken, and the cause of life a.ssurance in India would receive a .set¬ 
back from which it would take j^ears to recover. That certainly is the feeling 
of the Government of India and it is for that reason, as I have said, that they 
felt it necessary to legislate at once. 

As regards the particular proposal embodied in clause 3 of the Bill, 
I may say that it follows closely the clause in the draft Bill prepared by 
the Board of Trade Committee in the United Kingdom. Broadly speak¬ 
ing, what is proposed is this, that, ivhen a company is in liquidation, it 
must be ascertained in what proportion in previous j^ears the profits have 
been divided between the shareholders and the policj’^holders, and unless 
the Judge sees fit to make any special direction, then any surplus profits 
ascertained in the liquidation will be divided in the same proportion. On 
the face of if that seems to me an equitable waj^ of dealing with the matter 
and the recommendation of the Board of Trade Committee, we can be 
sure, has been the result of a very close consideration by a number of 
thoroughly competent people. I do not think it would be ea.sj’ to dcvi.se 
a more equitable method of dealing with this particular difficultj*. 

As the House are aware, Mr. President, the question of the amendment 
,of our insurance law has been under consideration for a con.siderable time, 
'when the- Government of India decided tliat this particular matter must 
be dealt with, they also considered whether anj- further substantive changes 
in the law should be made, and they came to the conclusion that .so far 
as this Bill was concerned, it would be unwise to make any further change.s 
in the substantive law which controls the operations of insurance com¬ 
panies. A number of proposals have been made for modifications, but they 
have not been included in this Bill. The Government of India felt that 
they were justified in asking the Legislature to take emergent .steps to cure 
this particular defect in the law, but did not"think they would be 
justified in asking the Legislature to pass as an emergent measure any far-> 
reaching dianges on that subject. Now, on this point the House will 
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naturally,. Sir/,ask-me .a question,,. If .this is,,the ,^he,! change which is 
em;.\rgent and, if it is all included. ih..elause 3,,Ayhat, are .tlie othqf remaining 
19,clauses'jdoing,in,the Bill ? ,‘That ,is .a perfectly fair question and, I will' 
do my;best„to answer it.' All ];lie other,causes are,really,part,of a single. 
scUeme, namely, the,, collection of ^.certain statistical'ihfprihation fegardirig, 
In?,uranee business.For some .time'past, as'.all, Honourable Members are' 
•aiffire, there has 'been a persistent, depianci that, insurance conipanie.s 
.belonging to . other countries, which,.carry on busihei^ in India, should, dis¬ 
close particulars of their Indian busine^-V Now,, Sir, .that in itself seemed 
to the Government of’India not'an..unreasonable demand.. It. is perfectly 
natural that people should .want,to,, know what is the. chai’acter and ,the 
volume of the insurance business which'is being carried bn in India toMay; 
Hb.tfar as the indigenous companies a're.concerned among the life .insurance 
companies,. that information. is disclosed in the statistics that we publish 
every [year. It is quite true that some of .the"'Indian companies'perhaps 
•dp a certain amount of business outside British India,.but'I should iihagine 
that it is only a sraall portion: of their business, arid the figures that Av'e 
publisli give substantially the’ business, which they; are ' doing ■ in British 
India. But as regards companies yVhich are established in other coiinti’ies, 
it is-quite obvious in the'case of an'important British company, let; us saj"-; 
•or of an important American company, that the total figures-,of tiie'.busir 
ness they do all'over the wvorld can give us no',idea at all of the amount of 
business-the^^ do in India. Therefore, as .1 sajq it seekned to the Govern- 
nierit' of India that the demand for further. information was in [itself 
■a;'reasonable one. 'But although'that is so, it would'hot supply a reason 
for'riieluding provisions on the'subject in a Bill which \ve are asking the 
Legislature to pass at the earliest possible-date. The''demand riiay' be 
reasonable hut inf he ordinary: course it might have,waited for the general 
retlsion. of, the;:insurance, .law which i.s certainly .impending. But .there 
is-.a 5q)(;eia] .reason why .the:. Government of India.thought it right to include 
tiic.sc. ijrovisions .about the;collection of statistics in, this Bill in order to' 
give the Legislature an,,opportunity of, considering .whether .steps ought 
not at once to be taken to obtain.these statistics. ' The reason is this. ...As I 
hatre.said, a.general revision-of-our insurance law wilhquite certainly have 
to he pass.ed -before very'long, and -what was veiy . forciblyiimpressecl upon- 
my,,mind during the .hours I have devoted, to-studying ,th^’question-is 
that we cannot legislate wisely unless we know the-faqts.i :There, js-a great 
deal pf'statistical information which Government ought to.have and .which 
the. Legislature ought to have-before Ave undertake a general reAdsion .of .the 
insurance laAv. Perhaps,! might be alloAA'ed to gi\'e one or tAAb illustrations 


of this. One of the. proposals made for the reAusion of tlie.laAv is; that 
all-life companies operating in. India should retain assets in India: equal 
to some proportion of tlieir liabilities. Noaa', I'am not ■ expressing- any 
opinion at all about that proposal, but'when it comes'-up .for decision as 
to'Avhether effect should be given to that proposal or not,' it Avill be most 
important -that we should knoAV'Avhat .the liabilities of the'compani^’are' 
and to Avh at extent their assets are invested'in Iridia at '-pi;e.serit. Take.[ 
another -exa^mple. -It ha's[ ■ goineti-mes been said that,-the , growth of 
indigenous life . assurance ■ companies is hanip’ered- by the 'ebmpetiti'bn of-,' 
onteide compames. -Now;, personally I find it vbry difficult td. assess"the' 
of' -^^ornplaint unless I ImoAy. what"- the relative tblrimp] 

terini the indigen'o-us' companies arid, by 'thn/ 'e-S-: 

ternal- coiapai^s-^ actually- is; H •"may;;-fe: ^that ^thpVMidig^tffis• 




the INDIA .raSTfRANCE COMPAJflES BILL, 309,, 

'•'* ( 

companies we stm transacting only a smaU proportion, of the total anionnt 
of Me business transacted m India. On the other hand, it niav b6 that 
the indigenous companies,_already transact more than half • the* business 
actuallytcarried on in India.. At present,-we have estimates on’tliat subiect 
and-^ve have-guesses,. but, they ^are quite, unsatisfactory as data and 
nobody ns bound-to accept-any of them^ It seemed to me,- tlierefore, that,' 
ut'any rate, as regards the amendment of the law relating to life assurance,' 
^^P*^Ttant that as soon as possible the Government of India' 
and the Legislature should be in possession of ’statistics: showing . the 
chapctqn.and the volume of,,the busipeas .which,is-actually,transacted in 
India. The sooner we get it the sooner it will be possible,,to,deal. with,the 
general question of the revision of the law. 


Honourable Members will have observed that the Bill is divided into 
three parts. Part II includes certain amendments to be made in the 
Indian Life Assurance Companies Act and Part III is devoted to companies 
carrying on business other than life assurance business. At present the 
position is that the companies which do not do life assurance business are 
not subject to any special regulation be 3 ’'ond that to which they are subject 
under the Indian Companies Act. Although there are a number of clauses 
in this part of the Bill, they are all of them subsidiarj’^ to tlie proposals 
for the collection of statistics and thej^ liave been inserted for no otlier 
reason, that is to say, we are not in this Bill proposing to bring these com¬ 
panies under special control apart from the collection of statistic.s. If 
Honourable Members will read the actual clauses, the.v will see that with 
the exception of the ones which I have named at the beginning of m.v speech 
they all deal with quite unimportant and subsidiary matters altliough they 
are necessary for their own purpose. 


Now, Sir, before I sit down, I want to say a .single word as regards 
what I am sure is in the minds of a good many Jlembers of this House. I 
quite recognise that in manj’' quarters of this House there is a feeling that 
it is high time the law relating to life assurance was revised and brouglit 
up to date and that life assurance companies of all kinds were brouglit 
under control. I respect that feeling and I also share it to a very large 
extent. I do not thinlr that we can safely postpone that amendment of 
the law very much longer, but I am satisfied, after giving tin's qne.stion 
all the attention I could give it, that for the present we cannot get on with 
that question and that we are not likelj’’ to be able to get on with it until 
the British Parliament has legislated on the basis of the Report of the Board 
of Trade Committee. I think it is right that I should say so much for 
the information of the House. I do not wish to argue the matter because 
that would be to travel outside the scope of the present Bill. That Bill, 
as I have already said at the outset of my speech, is limited in its scope. 
All that we propose to do is to correct a defect m the life assurance law 
which it has become very urgently necessary to correct,_ and to iirovidc for 
the coUeetion of certain statistical information which it i-s very nccessao 
that we shauld possess before we undertake the general revision of the 

insurance law. 


Sir, I move. 

Mr, President : The question is: 


tliP Bill further to amend the Indian Life .^Vssumnro Conirnnic^ Act, 
Mis! f2 tllu ?:!;p2.r.ud* ,» p»vide ,1, cUcH,. o£ 
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in Te^pecfc of insurance business other than life assurance business, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of Ma.ulvi Muhammad Takub, Sir Purshotamdas Thakur- 
das^'Sir James Simpson, Lala Lajpat Hai, Mr. H. G. Cocke, Mr. Jamnadas M. -Mehta, 
Mr. G. D. Birla, Mr. A. H.‘ Ghuznavi, Mr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar, Mr, Nirmal 
Chunder CHunder, and'the Mover, vriith instructions to report on or before the 10th. 
September, 1928, and that the number of. Members whose presence shall bo necessary 
to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five ”. 

" ' Tlie motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday, 
the 8th September, 1928, 



LEGISLATH^E ASSEMBLY. 

Saiurday, 81h Sepiemher, 1928. 


The Assembly met in tlie Assemblj' Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
i\lr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEKS. 

Increase, in the Pay and Pensions oe Government Peons and Menial 

Staff. 

220. *Mr. M. R. Jayakar : (1) Have Government received a peti¬ 

tion from an Association called the Government Peons’ and Menial Service 
Union asking for improvement in the conditions of service applicable to 
this class of public'servants ? 

(2) If so, Y-ill Government be pleased to mention :— 

(а) Avhen they received this petition, and 

(б) what action thej’- have taken on it, particularly with respect to 

the demands of these men for increases in pay and pension 1 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (1) Yes, 

(2). (a) The petition was received on the 4th July, 1927. 

(5) The requests made by the petitioners related to pay, pension, 
classification of tlieir service as “ .superior ” and admission to the General 
Provident Fund. The requests relating to pay are still under con.sidcra- 
tion. Those relating to pension and classification are being rejected 
pending a decision on propo.^als relating to inferior servants in general 
which are engaging the attention of the Government of India. The re¬ 
quest to be admitted to the General Provident Fund is being rejected 
because the Government of India are not prepared to consider it in the 
ab.senee of evidence of a corresponding desire among inferior servants in 
general. 


Clerical Establishment of the Delhi Courts. 

221. Anwar-ul-Azim : (1) (a) Is it a fact that in the Di.strict 

and Sessions Judge’s Court, Delhi, the permanent pen.sionable post.s in the 
derical line are held by the Hindus and the Mu.slims m tlie ratio of JO 
to 1 ; out of which Kaimsths alone are six in number t 

f7)) Ts it a fact that in the clerical establishment of all the Civil Courts 
sui^ordinate tJ the Di.strict Judge. Delhi, 42 permanent pensionable posts 
Tre held by the Hindus, and only ten by the ^luslims, and one by a 

Chri.stian ? 

(^) If the above figures are not correct, will the Government be 
please^! to give the correct figures of the above clerical establishments ? 

( 311 ) 
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Tlie Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (l). (a) No. The posts are held by 
Hindus and"'“Muslims in the ratio of 10 to 2, of which 5 posts are held by 
Kayasths. 

(&) No. The number of permanent pensionable posts in the clerical 
establishment of all the civil courts, subordinate to the District Judge, 
Delhi, is 35, out of which 28 are held by Hindus, 6 by Muslims and one 
by a Christian. 

(2) The correct figures are given above. 

Clerks of Courts and Headers in the District and Senior Sub-Judges 

Courts, Delhi. 

222. "'Mr. Anviar-ul-Azim : Is it a fact that the Clerk of the 
Court and the Header to the District Judge, Delhi, are both Hindus ? 

(&) Is it a fact that the Clerk of the Court and the Reader to the 
Senior Sub-Judge, Delhi, are both Hindus ? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of appointing 
one Muslim in each Court to either of the above posts ? . 

The Honourable Mir. J. Crerar : (a) Yes. 

- (5) Yes. 

(c) The appointments do not rest with Government but are made 
by the District Judge, 

Permanent Pensionable Posts in the Court op the Senior Sub-Judge, 

Delhi. 

223. ^Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Is it a fact that all the permanent pen¬ 
sionable posts in the Court of the Senior Sub-Judge, Delhi, are held by 
the Hindus ? 

, _ The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Yes. 

Number op Muslims in the Establishments of the Civil Courts in the 

Delhi Province. ■ ' 

224. *iyir. Anwar-ul-Azim : Do Government propose to issue instruc¬ 

tions to rnghe up the disparity of Muslims in the Civil Courts’ establish¬ 
ment, Delhi Province, and for that purpose to suspend recruitment of 
either paid or unpaid Hindu candidates till hluslims secure ‘ a decent pro¬ 
portion ? ■ . 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : The Honourable Member will under¬ 
stand that the recruitment of office establishment cannot in cases of this 
kind be controlled in detail by Government. It must largely be left.to 
the discretion of heads of offices. I am prepared, however, to bring the 
Honourable Member’s question to the notice of the Chief Commissioner. 

Persons in the Civil Courts, Delhi, who served in the Great War. 

225. ^Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : (or) Will the Government be pleased to 
state as to how’ inanj- of the present incumbents of the permanent pension¬ 
able posts in the Civil Courts, Delhi, have served : 

(i) as combatants during the Great War, 

(ii) as non-combatants at the base in S. and T. Corps ? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


313 


(h) The relations of how many of the present incumhents-of perma¬ 
nent pensionable posts in the Civil Courts, Delhi, have been killed or 
wounded in action during the Great War ? 

(c) Do Government propose to grant preferential treatment in the 
matter of appointments or promotions to those who actually fought or 
whose relations took part in the Great War in the District Judge’s Court 
and in the Courts subordinate to the District Judge ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) and (5). The Civil Courts in 
Delhi are closed till the lOth September, 1928. The information will be 
obtained and supplied to the Honourable klember after that date. 

(c) These appointments are not made by Government. 


Location of the Wireless Branch of the Office of the Director Gene- 
RAii OF Posts and Telegraphs in Delhi, etc. 


226. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Asim : With reference to answer-s to starred 
questions Nos. 867, 481 and unstarred question No. 439, dated 5th Sep¬ 
tember 1927, 19th March 1928 and 21st March 1928, respectively, will the 
Honourable Member in charge be pleased to state : 

(i) what are the administi-ative and executive conveniences obtain¬ 
able for the Wireless Branch by remaining in Simla which is 
not possible for the Branch to obtain if it migrated or was 
transferred to Delhi ; 

(m) when there is a saving of about Rs._ 1,000 or _ so per anmim 
by retaining 7 clerks only excluding 2 junior officers of the 
Wireless Branch in Simla, why the whole of the Director 
General, Post and Telegraph’s camp office also is not re¬ 
tained in Simla in order to save thousands of rupee.s per 


annum ; 

(Hi) wh}'' the Wireless Bi'anch clerks will not get the benefits in 
the shape of advance increment in their pay and bonus, etc., 
if they are required to be transferred to Delhi as was allowed 
to clerks of other branches of Director General’s Office when 
transferred from Calcutta to Delhi ; 

(w) why the Wireless Branch cannot be migrated to Delhi along 
with the other branches of the Director General s canip office 
from'the next Simla-Delhi move season or the whole Duectoi 
General’s camp office cannot be retained in Simla with Dnnif'r 
officers ; 

(v) whether any decision has yet been reached on 

of the future local ion of the headquartens of the s 

Branch ; if so, what ; if not. why not and hov lonp U ^ ill 

* 

(vi) why the Director General’s Office is not divided into two parts 

migratory portion including the 

Wireless Branch with headquarters fixed i!! f 
other that is the non-migratory portion •nitli headquarters 
fixed in Delhi except the Director General and the next -^unr 
officers with their camp clerks only moving between v^imla 
and Delhi to avoid unnecessary expenses and disturbance m 

the work ? 


L84LA 
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Mr. P. Gr. Rogers : (i) The Director of Wireless is required to move 
v’ith the Government of India between Delhi and Simla and has to spend 
a considerable part of the cold weather in touring. By having his office 
in Simla he is able to be in touch with it for a longer period than if it were 
in Delhi. 

(n) The Director-General’s camp office is not retained in Simla 
'because it is required in Delhi. 

(ni) The clerks of the Wireless Branch who were originally recruited 
in Calcutta have already received compensation for their transfer frorii 
Calcutta. In the event of the Wirele.ss Branch being transferred to Delhi, 
the question of suitable compensation would be considered. 

(w) The Wireless Branch cannot be moved to Delhi because it, is 
more convenient to keep it in Simla ; the Director-General’s camp office 
cannot be retained in Simla because it is required in Delhi. 

(ti) No. It is considered that no change in existing arrangements 
is desirable at present. 

(vt) If the migratory portion had its lieadquarters fixed in Simla, 
it would cease to be migratory. The arrangement suggested by the 
Honourable Member is not feasible but some modification of the present 
system is under contemplation. 


Location of the Wireless Branch in the Same Building as other 
Branches of the Office of the Director General of Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs. 


227. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Honourable Member in charge 
be pleased to state : 

(i) why the Wireless Branch of the Director General, Post and 
Telegraph’s Office is located in a separate building since the 
date of its formation—1920 ; 

(«) was the Public Works Department ever asked for the allot¬ 
ment of rooms for the location of the Wireless Branch in the 
same building in which other branches of the Director 
General’s camp office are located ; if not, why not ; 

(m) whether the Wireless Branch on the whole is part of the mig¬ 
ratory portion of the Director General’s Office ; if not, why 
not ; 


(iv) what are the additional expenses per annum by locating the 

Wireless Branch in a separate building ; 

(v) why the Wireless Branch which is part of Director General’s 

Office and not oT Ihe Telegraph or Telephone Offices'is 
allowed to occupy rooms in the Central Telegraph Office 
building ? 


Mr. P. G. Rogers : (•?) Because sufficient accommodation for it was 
DOT available in the same building as the remainder of Director-General’s 
Office. 


; because it was considered unlikely that accommodation 
would be available. 

(iii) >\o ; because the additional expenditure would not be justified. 
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(iv) None, so far as can be estimated. 

(v) The Central Telegraph Office building is the property of the 
iPosts and Telegraphs Department and is used in such manner as the 
Director-General thinks fit. 


Kepresentation oe Muslims in the Wireless Divisional Offices, etc. 

228. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : With refercMe to the Honourable 
Mahmood Suhrawardy’s question No. 83 answered by the Honourable Mr. 

•A. 0. McWatters on the 29th Pebruaiy 1928 in the Council of State, will 
Government be pleased to state the reason for the absence of IMnslim clerlis 
in the two Divisional Wireless Offices and the low percentage of iMuslim 
employees at the wireless telegraphy stations ? 

The Honourable Mr. A, C. McWatters ; The clerks in the Wireless., 
Divisional Offices have been recruited in vai’ions ways as required and thv ’ • 
most suitable candidates were selected. 

The staff of the wireless stations is largely composed of oxjerators and 
higher grades promoted from the operator class. The majoritj' of the 
operators have been selected from among those telegrapliists who volun¬ 
teered and the proportion of Muslim volunteers has been very small. 


Circulation TO Post and Telegraph Officials of the Orders op the Gov¬ 
ernment OF India contained in Home Departsient Office Memoran¬ 
dum No. F.- 176 / 25 -Ests., dated the Sth'February, 192C. 


229 *Mr Anwar-ul-Azim: With reference to the Honourable 
Mr Mahmood Suhrawardy’s question No. 82 answered by the Honourable 
Mr A. C. McWatters on the 2gth February 1928 m the Council of State, 
vdli Government be pleased to .state why the orders of the Govcimment ol 
India contained in Home Department Office Memorandxim No. F.-l(6i2o- 
Ests., dated the 5th February 1926, was not strictly followed . 

The Hdnonrable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : The orders were circulated 
to post and telegraph officials by the Director-General in 
and since then appointments are being made in accordance wit!) them. 


Bates op Fay op the Clerical Staff of Attached Offices loo.-ited per¬ 
manently* IN Delhi. 

230 =i^Mr Anwar-ul-Azim : With reference to my .starred question 
No. Up 19«, March 1928, .ill Oover..me„t he plea^oa to 

furnish : . t • i 

(a) a clear interpretation of 

^ ^ “ AT PRESENT WORKS IN SOME RLSPEC ib AlAI. A. 

ATTACHED OFFICE ” ; , , 

of India ; . . i 

of the latter class ; 
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(d) if any attached office is required to be located permanently in 
Delhi, whether the Tates of pay already sanctioned for the 
clerks should also be reduced and brought on to the rates of 
pay recently sanctioned for the clerks of the Director General, 
Posts and Telegraph’s Office in order to equalize the scale of 
pay of the same class of employees ; 

(f) if so, ;why ; 

(w) if not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr, A. C. McWatters : (a) The Honoura:ble Mem¬ 
ber’s'attention is drawn to the second sentence of the reply given by the 
Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra to his Starred Question No. 480 
on Ihe 19th March, 1928. 

(b) The rates of pay vaiy according to the circumstances of each 
office. To collect the detailed information would invohe an expenditure 
of time and labour which would not be justifiable. 

(c) The list will be furnished to the Honourable Member. 

(d) If the headquarters of an office are changed, its rates of pay will 
require reconsideration, but it is not possible to say beforehand Avhat 
changes, if anjq may be neee.ssaiy in individual instances. 

Establishment op a Government Girls’ High School in Peshawar, 

ETC. 

231. *Lala Lajpat Rai (o) Have the Government received any 
memorial from the inhabitants of Peshawar praying for the establishment 
of a Government girls’ high school in that citj’- ? If so, what orders have 
been passed on that memorial ? 

(6) Is there any provision in Peshawar for the education of girls on 
non-sectarian lines 1 Do Government propose to make any provision for 
the purpose ? 

(c) Is there any Government College in the North-West Frontier 
Province ? If not, do Government propose to con.sider the advisability of 
starting such an institution there ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : {a) The Chief Commissioner. North-West Frontier 
Province, received such a memorial. The memorialists were informed 
that a high school for girls is already in existence in Peshawar and that 
the number of girls in the high classes of that school and in the top classes 
of middle schools from which girls pass to the high classes is not sufficient 
to justify the establishment of another high school. 

(h) Yes, up to the middle school stage. Government do not consider 
that at present any further proMsion is necessary. 

(c) No. There is a Government training college, but no Government 
arts college. Government do not consider that there is anj"- necessity at 
present to start a Government arts college in the North West Frontier 
Prownee/ 

Havrab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Is it not a fact, Sir, that the 
Islamia College, Peshawar, which is aided by Government is open to all 
classes of the population of the North West Frontier Province irrespective 
of caste and creed, that there is o large niiniber of non-Muslim students 
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in the College, Hindus, Sikhs and Christians, that the Local Administra¬ 
tion is fully represented on the management, that the Director of Public 
Instruction generally presides over the meetings of the Council of i^Ianage- 
ment and that in fact the Islamia College is as good and as free and liberal 
in its constitution as any Government College in the country ? 

Mr. 6. S. Bajpai : The Honourable Member, Sir, being a prominent 
trustee of the College, is doubtless in a position to confirm or to deny -what 
he has stated just now. I am quite prepared to accept the statement which 
he has made. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : May I ask the Honourable Member if thef-lBlamia 
College is more a political college than an arts college ? 

Mr, 6. S. Bajpai : That, Sir, is a question which I am unable to 
answer. Perhaps the Honourable the Foreign Secretary may ivish to 
answer it. 

Sir Denys Bray -. No, Sir. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum ; Are the Government aware 
that the results of that college, whether a political college or an 
college, are much better than those of several other colleges in the Punjab 1 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; I am not in a position. Sir, all at once to institute 
a comparison between the results achieved bj* the Islamia College at 
Peshawar and the Punjab colleges, but if the Eonoui’oble Membei is 
anxious that a research may be undertaken into this question, I am quite 
prepared "to undertake it. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Will the Honourable Member on^ behalf of the Gov- 
ernment kindly say if there is any course of study in politics in the 
school or college ? If there is none, wiU my Honourable friend, the 
questionei', kindly enlighten the House 7 


Hepobt op tbe Indian Sandhurst Committed. 

232, *Mr. K. 0. Roy : Will Government be pleased to state 
what steps they have taken and what progress 1ms Imen made in gmng 
effect to Government’s conclusions announced by His Excellcncj’ the Com- 
mander-in-Chie£ in this House on the 8th iilarch 1928 on the Indian 
Sandhurst Committee Report ? 

Mr G. M. Young : The conclusions of Government are being carrie 
into full effect forthwith as ann'ounced by His Excellency the Coraniant cr- 
S'chW m this Home last March , that is to ay, 10 
Sandhurst. 3 at Woolwich and 6 at Oraiiwcll will be oflcicd to Ind 
who pL the second haltyearly «a,m.iat.on of 11126 T ” 

will be held in Delhi, in November. The sj-llabns of *''f >X,«onrshonld 
has been made widely known, and the manner ' "Pf 

be submitted h.ns also been widely notified. T1 c luiis to v ™ 

flllinn of 5 or more vacancies a year by selected Vicciot ' 

Xei are under preparation, and will be put into force .snnultaneousl, 
with the examination for direct appointments. 


Report of the Indian Sandhurst Coduttee. 

933 f!=Mr K 0 Roy : Will Government bo pleaded to -date 
wbafaitiom if Siy. has bee^ taben on the toembly-s decision of ,be lO.h 
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March last on GoTernmeut decisions on the Indian Sandhurst'Committee 
Report 1 

Blr. G. M. young ; The only decision taken by the Assembly on the 
debate of March 10th. tvas that the House,do now adjourn. I understand 
that the Honourable Member is referring, however, to the general dis¬ 
approval of Government’s .policy Implied in the motion for adjournment 
on March 10th. Government considered very carefully the result of the 
debate, and also the individual criticisms made by Honourable hlembers in 
that and other debates on the subject : but decided not to modify their 
scheme of indiauization in any essential respect. 


Impeovement and Expansion of the Indian Territokial and Auxiliary 

Forces. 


234. *3VIr. K. 0. Roy : Will Government be pleased to state 
what steps have been taken to give effect to-tlie decisions of Government 
announced b}'' the Commauder-in-Chief on the recommendations of the 
Territorial and Auxiliary Forces Committee, and what further steps are 
contemplated in the direction of improving and expanding both the Forces 
in India ? 


Mr. G. M. Young ; I would refer the Honourable lilember to the 
Army Department notiflcatiou No. 1055, dated the 20tb August 1927. 
Orders have been issued to carry out the increased training for four 
selected units of the Indian Territorial Force and the attachment of 
officers of those units to regular units of the Army. A permanent Indian 
staff’ is being proAuded for those four units and eleven others. Units of 
the University Training Corps have been I’aised at Nagpur, Karachi and 
Dacca, and the Delhi unit has been expanded. The Sapper and hliner 
Section of the Burma Battalion will be formed this month. The remain¬ 
ing items in the programme could not be given effect to until the Indian 
Territorial Force (Amendment) Act, 1928, and the amended Rules under 
that Act came into force on September 1st. .Orders have been issued since 
that date creating the 4 urban units, and constituting Central, Provincial 
And Unit Advisory Committees. The only item outstanding concerns the 
grant of a higher form of commission to selected officers, and orders on 
this AAUU, I hope, issue very shortly. 

As regards the second part of the question it is too early to say at 
■present what further steps will be tahen or what extra pi-ovision, if anv, 
will be made in the Budget for 1929-30. 


Qu estio n regarding the Higher Administration and Indianisation of 
YHE Army in India coming vhthin the Scope of Enquiry by the 
Indian Statutory Commission. 


235. K. C. Roy : Will GoA'’ernment be pleased to state 

whether the question of the higher administration and the Indianisation 
of the Army in India will come within the scope of the enquiry bv the 
statutory Commission ? 


Ar. _ Honourable Mr J. Orerar : The attention of the Honourable 
Member is draivn to the terms of the Royal Warrant appointing the Com¬ 
mission and the invitation to submit memoranda issued by the” Statutorv 
-Commission with its appendix. The scope of the enquirv is a matter foV 
dhe Commission to decide, having regard to it.s terms of refe?eLe 
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Apelioation op the Civil Service Regulations to the Pbotector op 

Pilgrims, Karachi. 

236. J=Haji AMoola Haroon : (a) With reference to the Govern- 
ment rej)ly on 31st January 1927 to uiy starred question No. 112 (S) 
page 201 of the Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. IX No. 8 
•vyill Govermnent be pleased to state whether the Civil Service Regula¬ 
tions apply to the Protector of Pilgrims, Karachi ? 

(b) If the reply to the above is in the affirmative, do those regula¬ 
tions pemoit the present Protector of Pilgrims to continue in service when 
his age is about 60 years ? 


Mr. 6. S. Bajpai : (a)—(&). The Honourable Member is presumably 
referring to those provisions of the Civil Service Regulations that relate 
to superannuation. But the appointment of the present Protector of 
Pilgrims is tempoi*ary and non-pemsianble and the question of retiring 
him under the Civii Service Itegu}atio:es does not thez'c£oz’e arise. Sovez'zz- 
ment can retain him in service so long as he is able to discharge his duties 
efficiently. 


Haj Committees at Bombay and Karachi, 

237. *Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Government be pleased to fur¬ 
nish the following information regarding Haj Committees at Karachi and 
Bombay, respectively : 

(a) the duties, powers and responsibilities of the members of the 
Haj Committees at Karachi and Bombay ? 

(h) By what rules and regulations are the appointments of the 
Protectors of Pilgrims made both at Karachi and Bombay ? 
(o) Whether the Haj Committees at Karachi and Bombay are con¬ 
sulted by the appointing .luthority while aiipointing the Pro¬ 
tectors of Pilgrims ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; (a) The Haj Committees at Bombay and Karachi 
are intended to render assistance to pilgrims ; thej^ also function as coiir- 
sultative bodies. 

(b) Protectors of Pilgrims, Bombay and Karachi, are appointed bi' 
the Local Government under section 8 of the Bombay Act II of 1887 as 
amended bj^ Bombay Act V of 1915. 

(c) Enquiries have been made from the Local Government, 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Is there any report 3 iiade by the Assistant to the Pil¬ 
grims on the subject of the grievances and complaints made by the pilgrims, 
and what steps have Government taken on that report 7 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I do not know who the Assistant to Pilgrims is. 
The Honourable Member presumably means the Protector of Pilgriin.s. 
He assumes that the Protector of Pilgrims has to forward to Government 
day by dav a catalogue of complaint.s. As a matter of fact the function 
of the Protector is to redress complaints and not to refer them to the 
Government of India. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What redress has been made by bira ? Has the 
Honourable Member’s Department cheeked the number of complaints and 
grievances raised by the pilgrims about which que.stions have already been 
put in this Assembli’' ? 
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Mr. G. S. Bajpai : If the Department to which I have the honour 
to belong were to devote itself to the checking of complaints sent in by 
pilgrims we should have to employ Secretaries by the hundred and stall 
by the million. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Does the Honourable Member realize that the Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Department of which he is the Secretary stated in 
his presence in this Assembly the other day that there were a number of 
complaints of inconveniences for the last two years felt by pilgrims going 
to and coming from Mecca, and for that reason a Committee is going to be 
formed, which tlie Honourable Member in charge has virtually accepted ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I congratulate the Honourable Member on his 
memory of recent events. 


(l) Development oe CmL and Commercial Aviation in India (2) Air 
1\Iail Service from Cairo to Kar achi. 


238. -i'Colonel J. D. Crawford : Will the Government be pleased to 
make a fuU statement regarding the steps that have been taken to assist 
the development of civil and commercial aviation in India with particular 
reference to the extension throughout India of the projected scheme for 
an air mail service from Cairo to Karachi ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : I am afraid that it is not 
possible for me, withm the limits of an answer to a question, to malce a 
statement of the kind desired by the Honourable and gallant Member. I 
shall he glad to furnish him with such information as I can regarding any 
particular measures taken in the last year or two and would, add that the 
question of the development of air mail routes in India has been recently 
examined by the Standing Advisory Committee attached to the Depart¬ 
ment of Industries and Labour. 


Colonel J. D. Crawford : Can the Honourable Member give me any 
information as to what steiis have been taken to improve the ground organi¬ 
zation against the possibility of air lines to India being started ? 


The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : If the Honourable Member 
will ask me that question in private I will give him full details. But we 
have spent a good deal of money in the direction of improving grounds, 
for instance, in bringing up the aerodrome at Dum Dum to a state fit for 
use all the year round and in proceeding with subsidiary aerodromes. 

Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla : May I know -when it is expected that 
tenders will be invited for carrying on civil aMation ? ' 

The Honourable Mr. A. C, McWatters : I am afraid I cannot give* 
the Honourable Member details. We discussed the whole subject yester¬ 
day with our Standing Advisory Committee and we hope'that some Pro¬ 
gress will very soon be made. 


Kumar Ganganand Sinha : May I know wh 3 '- the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber cannot give the answer in this House ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : The reason is that the pro- 
posnta diFc„s,ea with the Standing Advisoiy Committee will havrto SO 
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Mr. &hanshyam Das Birla : May I have the approximate date ? ' 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : That will depend entirely on 
the decision of the Standing Finance Committee. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Are Indians being trained in aviation ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters ; I do not Imow whether that 
arises ; there is another question on the paper to which I shall he replying. 
The answer is in the affirmative. We have a number of Indians in train¬ 
ing in England. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney ; Will the Honourable IMcmbcr 
inform the House whether it is a fact that there is not a single aerodrome 
in India that is capable of being nsed during the monsoon ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : I very much doubt if that 
statement is correct. In any case, as I have just told the Honourable 
Colonel Crawford, we are making the Dum Dum aerodrome an all- 
weather aerodrome and are spending something like 24 lakhs on that. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : When do Government propose to summon a meet¬ 
ing of the Standing Finance Committee ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : That does not rest with mo 
but with the Honourable the Finance Member. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mtra : It is the intention to 
hpld a supplementary meeting of the Standing Finance Committee this 
Session if it is possible to collect the members for that purpose. 

Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla : May I know, Sir, if this matter will he 
brought up before the next meeting of the Standing Finance Committee ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I understood from my 
Honourable colleague that that was his intention. 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : That is the intention. We 
have arrived at agreement in our oAvn Advisory Committee and we now 
propose to approach tlie other Comniittee, the Standing Finance Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla : May I inquire if the condition will be 
stipulated with firms tendering and undertaking to riin civil aviation 
lines that the sei’vice will he Indianized in a certain period of time t 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : The discussions in the Stand¬ 
ing Advisory Committee did deal with the subject of training of Indians 
and Indianization. 


Appointments made to Certain Superior Services by No.mination since 
THE Institution of Co5iPE'nTr\''E Exajiinations India. 

239 *Revd. J. C. Chatterjee : (o) Will Government he ^ 

state how many posts, in the Imperial Por^t Service, the Indian Police, 
the Suuerior Services of Indian Slate Railways, have heeu filled b> 
the ihstitutioh m Mia oi oompeftn-e exe.mnet.ons tor 

admission to these sernces ? 

(61 -Will Government be pleased to slate, how ninny Indian Clirwtiaiw 
hare bU nominated to these Services, durino the period, named m (o) 

above ? 
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The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Indian Forest Service 1 

Indian Police Service .. • • .. 13 

Indian Railway Service of Engineers and the Superior llf 
Revenue Establishment of State Railways. 

(&) Indian Forest Service .. .. .. Nil. 

Indian Police Service . • ■. .. 1 

Indian Railway Service of Engineers and the Superior 2 
Revenue Establishment of State Railways. 

Nominations to the Inbian Civil Service in 1928. 

240. *Revd. J. C. Ohatterjee : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state, the names, religion, position on the list and the total number of 
marks, obtained by the five Indian candidates, appointed to the Indian 
Civil Service by nomination, on the result of the last competitive examina¬ 
tion held in India for admission to that Service ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state, the place on the list and 
the total number of marks secured by Mr. S. M. Burke, an Indian 
Christian candidate for the last competitive examination, for admission 
to the Indian Civil Service 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) and (b). A statement contain¬ 
ing the information required by the Honourable Member is being placed in 
the Library. 

The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee : WiU Government be pleased to state 
whether any consideration, other than communal, guides the choice of the 
Government in making nominations to these services ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The main consideration is that 
of efficiency. 

Appointment op Indian Christians to the Superior Public Services . 

241. *Revd. J. C. Ohatterjee : (o) Is it a fact that a certain pro- 
jiortion of appointments in the Superior Public Services, are filled -by 
nomination by the Governor-General, in order that adequate reprasenta- 
+ion may be secured for the minority communities ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to bear in mind the claims of the Indian Christian community, 
which is the third largest community in India, from the point of view 
of numbers ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (o) Recourse is had to appoint¬ 
ment by nomination if it is necessary to prevent any undue preponderance 
of particular communities. 

(b) On more than one occasion Indian Christians have been appointed 
by nomination to the Superior Services, and I do not think that the com¬ 
munity has any cause to consider itself neglected. 

The Revd. J. C. Ohatterjee: Have any Indian Christians been nomi¬ 
nated by nomination to the Indian Civil Service ? 

Mr. Presiden t : Persons can he n ominated only by nomination. 

iExoludes recruitment in England. —————— 
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Employment op SIb, B. K . Singh m the Departjient op Civil 

Aviation, 

242. *Dr; B. S. Moonje : 1. Has the attention of the Government 
be^n drawn to the leaderette “ Indians in Civil Aviation " appearing in 
the Amrita B.azar Patrika in its Issue of Thursday, 12th July, 1928, Dak 
Edition 1, 

2. If so, will the Government be pleased to make enquiries and lei 
the House know if it is a fact : 

(a) That Mr. B. K. Singh, a Bengali gentleman of a respectable 
family of the District of Hughly, served in the Great War as 
a member of the Indian Volunteer Corps. 

(i) That he served for two years in tiie Aeroplane Department of 
Messrs. Vickers Ltd., Crayford Works. 

(c) That he was elected an Associate ]\Iember of the Boyal 
• Aeronautical Society of Great Britain in 1918. 

(d) That he has completed the course and passed the examination 

as " Aero-rigger and Mechanic ” from the School of Aero¬ 
nautics and Engineering, Sheffield, and also passed the ex¬ 
amination of the Society of Engineers in Aero-Engineering 
and the examination of the Mechanical Engineering of the 
British Society of Engineers, Sheffield. 

(e) That he applied several times for a suitable post in the Depari- 

ment of Civil Aviation of the Government of India and if 
so with what result ? 

3. Do Government propose to employ the services of the .said Mr. 
Singh in the Department of Civil Aviation ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : 1. Yes. 

2. The Government of India have been unable to trace any application 
from Mr. Singh for a post in the Civil Aviation Department, and they do 
not propose to conduct an inquiry into Mr. Singh’s qualifications. 

•3. The answer i.s in the negative. 


Establishbient of a Board of Intermediate and Secondary Edlc.\tion 
FOR Eajputana and Ajmer-Merwaba. 

243. *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : (a) Do Government propose 1o 
establish a Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education for Bajpuiana 
and Ajmer-Menvara ? 

(b) If so, when will it begin to function ? 

(c) Is'the personnel of the Board settled ? If so. will the public be 
represented on the Board, and what fonu do 

to that representation ? Do Government propo.se 

fives of the uublic of Aimer-Merwara on the Boaid, as is the ca. c b i ^ 
the United Previnces Board of Intermediate and .becondary Education . 

Sir Denvs Bray : (a) Government have under con.sidoration a propo- 
sal loa tYrSmalfon o£ a ioint Board of IB-h Sf.o"l »'.< 

Education for Ra.ipntana (including A,imer-Merwara), Central India ai 

(hi*and (c). The scheme, thoueh accepted in principle, has not yet 
sufficiently materiali.scd for me to make any slatenumt on it. 
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Recommendations op the Royal CoiiMissiON on Agrioultuke regarding 
Development oe Agriculture in Ajmer-Merwara. 

244. ■'i'Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : (a) Has the attention of the 
Government been drawp. to the following recommendations made by the 
Koj^al Agricultural Commission in its report issued recently ? 

(Page 659) “ Ajmer-Merwara in consideration of its long history of 
famines, should in our view receive special consideration and might well 
be made a model both in Agricultural and Veterinary matters, to the States 
of Rajputana by which it is surrounded ”, 

(P. 661) “ In Ajmer-hlerwara a Deputy Director, with special ex¬ 
perience of live-stock or dairying or preferablj’- both would seem to be 
required. ’ ’ 

(P. 572) “ We are of opinion that Ajmer-Merwara .should have a 
definite agricultural organization ’ ’. 

(5) Will Government be pleased to state what action Government 
propose to take on the above recommendations, and when ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(h) The recommendations are under the consideration of Govern- 
ment.- 


Revision of tee Pay of the Sub-Judge, Ajmer, and the City Magistrate, 

Ajmer. 

245, *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda: (a) Is it a fact that 
when the recommendation of the Local Government of Ajmer-Merwara to 
increase the salarie.s of the Additional District and Sessions Judge for 
that province was placed before the Standing Finance Committee of the 
Indian Legislature in August 1927, the Committee agreed to the proposed 
increase on the clear understanding that the question of the adequacy or 
otherwise of the pay of the Subordinate Civil and Criminal Courts whose 
appeals were submitted direct to the Additional District and Sessions 
Judge would also be considered ? 

(b) Will Government state if in pursuance of this decision of the 
Standing Finance Committee, the Local Government of Ajmer-Merwara 
was asked to consider the adequacy of the salaries of the subordinate 
courts concerned, and if so, wdiat action has been taken with regard to tlio 
revision of the salaries of the Sub-Judge, Ajmer, and the City Magistrate, 
Ajmer ? 

Sir Denys Bray: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(?;) The proposals of the Chief Commissioner have just been received 
and are now under consideration. 

The International Institute of Agriculture, Rome. 

246. *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : (a.) Is it a fact that 
Lidia pays an annual subscription of £800 towards the expenses of the 
International Institute of Agriculture at Rome ? 

(b) Is India entitled to nominate a member to the permanent rnrr. 
mittee of the Institute ? 
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_ _(c) Is It a fact that do such member is now appointed and that the 
British representative on the permanent Committee is in charge of fhe 
interests of India ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that the Ro}^! Commission on Agriculture is of 
opinion that " No one representative Avould be in a position to deal with 
the vast quantity of technical information which the Institute has col¬ 
lected ? 

(e) WiU Government be pleased to lay on the table of the House a 
statement of what the British representative has done during the last three 
3 ’'ears for the benefit of agriculture in India ? 

(f) Do Government, in view of measures to be taken for the improve¬ 
ment of agriculture in India as recommended by the Royal Commission 
on Agriculture, propose to appoint a whole time member of the Permanent 
Committee of the Institute to give India, the full benefit of the research 
and technical work done by the Institute ? 

(g) If not, win Government give this House an idea of the retuni India 
is getting for its annual contribution of £800 ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) to (d). Yes. 

(e) and (g). A note giving the information required has been laid 
on the table of the House. 

(/) Not at present. 


The British representative on the Permanent Committee of the International 
Institute of Agriculture, Pome, lias played an important part in shaping tlie general 
policy of the Institute. This has also benefited India since the activities of tlic 
Institute have been directed towards collection of information which has ])rovcd of 
great value to India. Attention is invited in this connection to paragraph 57S of 
the Eeport of the l{ 03 'al Commission on Agriculture. To mention only one example, 
valuable information has been collected in regard to legislation on agriculttirnl .sub.iocfs 
and on rural matters generallj- undertaken in other countries. The Britisli rcprescnUi- 
tive lias also been instrumental in getting the Institute to establish a separate Bureau 
of Tropical and Colonial Agriculture which has greath' cnlianccd the usefulne.sB of 
the Institute to India. 


CONTEIBUTION BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA TO THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

London. 

247. ‘Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Is it a fact that the Government 
of India contributes £1,200 annually to the funds of the Imperial Institute. 
London 1 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters: The answer is in the affir¬ 
mative. 

Flooding of the Railway Quarters at Moeadabad. 

248. *Matilvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Is it a fact that railway 

quarters’ at Moradabad were overflooded during the rains in July last ? 

(5) Is it also a fact that one of the railway cmplo.vecs living in tlic 
qiiartei'S was swept away and died 7 

(c) What steps, if any, were taken by the Government to avoid over- 
flooding of the quarters ? 

(d) Was any compensation given by the Railway to the family of 
tlie person who was .swept away during the flood ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government have received no report of any 
such occurrence. We are sending a copy of the Honourable Member’s 
(^estion to the Agent of the East Indian Railway, so that he can look into 
the question whether any action is required at Moradabad. and whether 
any compensation is warranted. 

Maulvi;Muhammad Yakub't Did the Railway Board take any action 
in this matter after receiving notice of mj’’ question ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I think that we have already sent a coxiy of 
the Honourable Member’s question to the Agent of the East Indian 
Railway. 


Case oe Railway Drivers who had passed their Examinations at 

THE ChANDAUSI RAILWAy TRAINING SCHOOL. 

249. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Is it a fact that certain 
railway'" di'ivers who had passed their examinations at the Chandausi Rail¬ 
way Training School were re-examined by the'Staff Inspector at Moradabad 
only about a week after they had come'out successful from the Chandausi 
School, and, having been declared as unqualified, their promotions were 
stopped ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The answer i.s in the negative. Actually 
after 7 drivei’s had returned to duty in the hloradabad Division' from a 
course of training at Chandausi, an enquiry ivas received by the Divisional 
Superintendent whether he had any drivers whom he could recommend for 
the passenger service, and the Staff Inspector (Power) recommended 5 men 
out of 16 so far tested. But there was no question of declaring any one 
unqualified or of stopping any one’s promotion. On tlie IMoradabad Divi¬ 
sion there is no such thing (is special pay for passenger drivers. 

Mr. B. Das : Do I understand that these five drivers chosen by the 
Staff Inspector were chosen from passed students of the Chandausi School t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons :. They were not chosen onlj^ from passed 
students of the Chandausi School, but I believe one man "who was chosen 
had either passed the examination, or was subsequently'^ found to have 
passed. The selection was made from all drivers in the Moradabad Divi¬ 
sion for there was certainly no idea of depriving any driver who had had 
no opportunity of going to the Chandausi School of a chance of selection. 

Mr. B. Das : Will Government see their ivay to securing drh'ers 
who hai'e passed from the Chandausi School ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Ceidainly not. The qualifications for pas¬ 
senger train drivers do not depend entirely on their having passed the course 
in the Chandausi School. The authorities,have to choose the best qualified 
men available, since the safety of the public has to be considered. 

Handing Over op the Lal Bungalow in Delhi to a Christian Club por 

Recreation Purposes. 

250. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Is it a fact that the Lal 
Bungalow, a mausoleum of Prince Jahangir, son of the Emperor Akbar 
the II, and other Princes and Princesses of the Moghul Dynasty, which 
lies outside Delhi on the way'' to the mausoleum of Hazrat Nizam Uddin 
Oulia, and which is one of the buildings protected under the Old Monu- 
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ments Act, has been handed over to some Christian Clnh to he used by thenj 
for recreation purposes ^ Is it also a fact that the stone mominients 
of two graves inside the bungalow have been removed from their places ? 
If so, do Government propose to put a stop to this act of dis¬ 
respect to the dead, which has created a great deal of agitation amongst 
the Musalmans of Delhi, by taking the building from the Christian Club 
and handing it over to the association (“ Auqaful Musalmin ”1 of the 
Muslim Trust at Delhi ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Government ire inquiring into the matter and 
hope to communicate the result to the Honourable hlember as soon as pos¬ 
sible. 

The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee : Has the New Delhi Golf Club got some¬ 
thing particularly Christian about it ? 

Mr. 6. S. Bajpai : That is a question which might be addressed to my 
Honourable friend opposite. 

Remarks made by the Honourable Mr. Justice Courtney Terrell, 

Chief Justice of the High Court, Patna, in Criminal Appeal No. 23 

OF 1928. 

261. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of the Gov- 
enunent been drawn to the following remark made by IVIr. Courtney Terrel], 
Chief Justice of the Patna High Court, in Criminal Appeal No. 23 of 
1928, decided on the 16th May 1928, and reproduced by the Sccrchlighi 
of Patna, dated the 1st August, 1928 : 

“ But it appears from what we know of the former case that it vas not a rase 
of any great magnitude ; and having regard to the habits of the people in this parli- 
eular part of the world, where the giving of false evidence, however deplorable it m.ay 
be, is not considered an offence, which is fatal to a man's reputation, to say the least 
of it, I do not think that much importance need be placed on that fact ” ? 

(i) Do Government propose to take necessary steps either to have llio 
remark withdrawn, or to remove Mr. Courtney Terrell from his office ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : («) Government have seen the article 
in question. 

(&) No. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : Do Government approve or disapprove of (he 
remark set out in this question ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I think that the Honourable gentle¬ 
man is asking me to express an opinion regarding the conduct of a Judge 
in a court of law in the exercise of his judicial functions. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : 1 am asking a question about a fact. Do the 
Government approve or disapprove of the remark in question ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : An expression of approval or dis¬ 
approval would necessarily be an expression of opinion. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru ; Is there no truth in the statement made by 
the Searchlight regarding the matter f 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I can only refer the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber to the answer given by me. It is impossible for me to cxpre.ss either 
approval or disapproval of the remark, as I am precluded from doing so 
by the rules of procedure. 

LS4LA ® 
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Pandit Motilal ETeliru : Will tlie Government be pleased to state 
V'lipther it is any part of the duty of the Government to enquire what 
foundation there is for the remark of Mr. Justice Courtney Terrell ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I do not think it is part of the dutj'^ 
of Government to enquire into a statement made by a Judge of the High 
Courl in the discharge of his functions. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : Is a Judge of a High Court then above the 
law ? Is he not bound by the law he administers ? Is it not tlie duty of 
the Government to take notice of the conduct of a Judge, if necessary' ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I am not prepared to add to the 
answer I have already given 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Is Government awai-e that tlie remark passed has 
caused great discontent among the people of India, and is it not the duty 
of Government to remove that impression ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Government do not see any reason to 
interfere in the matter. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; I should like to know what ob.iection Gov- 
eimment have to referring the matter througli the proper channel. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar: I can only recapitulate what 
I have already ,said. The Government of India would not be acting pro- 
perly in interfering in the manner suggested by the Honourable Member. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Is the Honourable the Home Member pre¬ 
cluded by any rule from expressing his disapproval of these remarks made 
by Mr. Justice Terrell ? Is the Honourable the Home Member aware 
that the late Prime Minister of England, Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, casti¬ 
gated Mr. Justice McCardie in connection with certain observations he 
made in the discharge of bis duties as a Judge 1 He said that that would 
compIetel 3 ^ satisfy' the people that the British Cabinet entirely* dissociated 
themselve.s from the remai-k made bj’’ that learned Judge. Now I ask, 
is the Honourable the Home Member prepared to folloAv that precedent 
in this case or not V 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : The purport of the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s question is to invite me to pass an opinion involving a I'eflection ujmn 
the conciuet of a court of law in the exercise of its judicial functions. I 
have already pointed out that under Standing Order 29, I am precluded 
from doing so. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it a fact that Mr. Justice Terrell formed his opinion 
of the people of this part of the world bj' reading a eopj* of Miss Mayo’s 
Book, “ Mother India ” during bis voyage to India, and also hy bis as¬ 
sociation v>’ith the police officials at Patna ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Maj"^ I ask one supplementary question, Sir ? 
Are Government aware of the fact that since Mr. Justice Terrell assumed 
charge of his office, which was on the 1st of April, a veiy significant date, 
the people are fast losing confidence in his judicial administration ? 

Mr. President : Order, order. No ironical criticisms are permissible, 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I am asking a question, Sir, whether it is 
not a fact that the people are fast losing confidence in Mr. Justice Terrell 
and in bis administration of jiistice ? 
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The Honourable Mx. J. Crerar : Mar l enquire, Sir, -idietlier {hat ques¬ 
tion is in order in view of Standing Order 29 


Sir Hari Singh Gour: Is the Honourable ]\Iember prepared to 
' (Order, order.) 


examine 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : A point of order has been raised. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member’s question is whether the 
Government are aware that the people of India, especially the people of 
that province, have lost confidence in a particular Judge. I think that 
question is perfectly in order. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; I have seen a number of comments 
in the Press with regard to this judgment, but I am not prepared to infer 
from them that the consequence which the Honourable Member has sug¬ 
gested has eventuated 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas ; Ho Government realise that the people 
of India construe these remarks of the Honourable Judge as defamation 
of the people of India. (Hear, hear and Applau.se.) 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar: I have already explained that I have 
seen many comments to that effect in the Press, but I am not in a beltei 
position than the Honourable Member to draw anj' inference from tiiem. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: If, Sir, the feeling among Indians 
be what I have indicated, are Government content to leave it at tins on a 
technical ground, or, are Government prepared to offer some explanation 
or express their opinion which would assuage the feelings of the people ot 
India ? ■ • • 

Sir Hari Singh Gour :'ln this connection, may I ask the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member to examine the precedents of the British i ariia- 
ment, particularly the precedent I have referred to. bclor.e eomimtong 
himself to the view that the Government oi Inaia are not prcpaied lO take 
any action in the matter ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar: My reply to both the 
is that the Government of India cannot accept, as an f 
ment. respon.sibility for the statements made by a Judge of a ni,,li Com . 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Will the Governme^nt j’® 
to take .such action as they may thin].- proper 

Judge may make amends for this wanton insult J ,^^ 1 , ; 

(Hear hear.) Are the Government prepared to hike .in;i action <ii n 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: May I put a supplementary question, bir. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member must wait. - 

The Honourable Mr.. J. Crerar: I have already said that the 
erninent are not prepared to take any action in the matter. 

Mr President : Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Uay I put one more supplemental> 

■ queslibh. Sir ? 

Mr. President : The next qne.stion. 

Employment of Indians by the Ejifiee Marketing Board. 

on ofnbont ft'; 2 mKctaTOry‘lMs“ W SooSarJC Srato lor Dominion 
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Affairs and the Colonies, stated in the House of Commons, re¬ 
garding the Empire Marketing Board, that “ as regards the staff em¬ 
ployed, the services of Indians with special qualifications are utilized 
from time to time to undertake work of a temporary character in connec¬ 
tion with the Board’s educational and publicity activities ”? 

(&) Will Government kindly state how many Indians are so em¬ 
ployed, and at what pay, out of the total strength of the staff ; and also 
Avhy Indians are employed ‘ ‘ to undertake work of a temporary character 
only ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) Yes. 

(b) The Government of India have no information. 

Case of Mr. Campbell Mr. George Allison, , 

253. *Mf. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it , a fact that 
Mr. Campbell, otherwise known as Mr. George Allison,, seiwed a sentence 
of 18 months’ imprisonment in India for breach of the Passport Act ? 
Will Government kindly explain the exact nature of the offence with which... 
he was charged ? 

(5) Is it a fact that throughout his term of imprisonment, he was 
refused permission to meet his lav'yer ; and was also refused his kit, and 
actually removed from India against his will ? If so, under what law; ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (a) He was convicted of entering 
Bi’itish India on a forged passport, and was sentenced to 18 months’ 
rigorous imprisonment under sections 471 and 476 of the Indian Penal 
Code, and 3 months for a breach of the passport rules, the sentences 
running concurrently. : 

(b) As to the first part, Goveimment have no information and,-, as 
to the second part, he was removed from British India by the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bombay under section 5 of the Indian Passport Act, 1920. 


Number of Hindus and Moslems employed as Superintendents, Post¬ 
masters AND Clerks in all the Post Offices in Sind. 

254. *Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state the nmnber of (i) Superintendents, (it)' Postmasters, (in)- 
Inspectors and (iv) clerks in all the Post Offices in the Province of Sind ? 

(b) How' many of these appointments are held by Moslems' and 
Hindus respectively ?' 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. Me Watters : (a) and (&). The figures, 
with respect to Superintendents and gazetted Postmasters are as ' 
follow'^s : , . ' ' . 

Superintendents—4 of whom 1 is a Moslem and 2 are Hindus. 

Gazetted Postmasters— 2, Who are neither Moslem nor Hindu, 

The remaining information is being collected and will be furnished 
to the Honourable Member as early as-possible. 
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Revision of the Pay oe the Ministerial Staff in the Customs Depart¬ 
ment, THE Income-tax Department anb the Chief Account Office, 
Salt, Bombay. 

255, *Mr. N, M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) Wliether it is a fact tJiat .several repre.seiitations for revision 
of time-scale on the part of the ministerial .staffs of tlie 
Bombay Customs, Income-Tax and Chief Account Office, 
Salt, were received by them ? 

(I?) If the reply to.(a) is in the affirmative what is the decision 
of Government regarding 'the representatiou.s ? 

(c) If the revision has been refused the reasons and grounds for 
such refusal ? 

(dj Whether it is a fact that the clerical time-scales of all the 
Central Departments in Bombay except those under tlie Cen¬ 
tral Board of Revenue have been revised since 1921 ? 

(a) If the reply to (d) is in the affirmative what are the reasons and 
grounds on Avhich such differential treatment is based ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) Yes. 

(ft) The pay of the ministerial staff was last revised, in the Customs 
Department in 1920 ; in the Income-tax Department, in 1922 ; and in the 
Chief Account Office, Salt, in 1921. Repre.sentations received from these 
staffs since then have been rejected. 

(c) On the ground that the existing .scales were considered adecjnale. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The Honourable Member is referred to the an.swcr under (c). 


Pay OF Probationers and Reservists in Offices administered by the 
Central Board op Revenue in Bombay. 

256. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) Whether they are aware that in Bombay Offices administered 
^ by the Central Board of Revenue, there are posts of proba¬ 
tioners, reservists, etc., who arc granted either a start ot .salar\ 
less than the standardised start of Rs. 60 per montli or no 
increment for a couple of years oven if the n.sual start ol 
Rs. 60 is granted ? 

(If) If so. Avhether Government are aware that this has no paralic in 
any of the Bombay offices ? 

(c) Whether there are any representations for the redress o ie‘-c 

grievances ? . o 

- -hi) The decision by Government on tliese representations > 

(o)'The grounds and reasons on Avliich such decisioii.s uerc 

based ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (d) Yes. 

(b) The Government of India are not aware of the arrangcimn . 
all other Bombay offices. 

(c) No. 

(d) and (e). Do not ai’ise. 
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Method op making Selections tor Promotion amongst the ordinary 
Clerical Establishment of Offices. 

257. "^Mr. N. M. Joshi ; Will GoA'emment be pleased to state : 

(a) Wiietliei' there are auy definite orders as to the mode of 
appointing officials to the higher grade from amongst the 
.-ordinarj’’ clerical establishment ? 

(h) If so, to place a copy of the said order on the Assembly 
table ? 

(c) If there are no definite ordens then to state the principles on 

■which such selections in making appointments are based ? 

(d) Whether the appointments are made according to sti’ict 

senioritj' unless the seniormost has been found to be deficient 
in merit required for the post ? 

(e) If the principle as stated in (d) above is not at present folloived 

in practice ivhether the same •will be follmved in future ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : {a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c), (d) and (e). Discretion in making selections for promotion vests 
in the Heads of Departments concerned. Government are not aware what 
the precise practice of the Heads of Departments is, hut, as they do not 
contemplate interfering with the discretion of those authorities, they see 
no purpose in calling for the information. 

Establishment of Public Employment Bureau or Labour Exchanges. 

258. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether thej' have stated in their report to the International Labour Office 
that they propose to consult the Provincial Governments regarding the 
establishment of Public Employment Bureau or Labour Exchanges ? 

(b) If so, what steps have thej’" taken to do so ? 

The Honourable Mr, A. C. McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(b) A reference was made to Local Governments in July last. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether the Government of India have 
asked the Local Governments to obtain the views of the labour organisa¬ 
tions before they send replies to the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : I forget the exact tei’ms of 
our letter, but I shall he pleased to show it to the Honourable Member. 


Sickness Insurance. 

269* *Mr. N. M. Joshi ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they have addressed the Provnncial Governments regarding sick¬ 
ness insurance ? 

(b) Tf not, when do they propose to do so ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) and (b). A draft letter 
is in issue, which I have shown to the Standing Advisory Committee 
attached to the Department of Industries and Labour. - 
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Appointment op Indian Repbesentatives at Geneva. 

260. '^Mr. N. M. Joslii : With reference to the I'eply Sliven by 
Government to parts (a) and (c) of the starred question No. 10 on 1st 
February, asked by Sir Purshotamdas Thakurda.s regarding the appuint- 
ment of Indian representatives at Geneva, will Government be pleased 
to state what decision they have arrived at on the matter ? 

Mr, L. Graham : The proposal that there .should he a permanent 
Indian Representative at Geneva was discussed with the High Commis¬ 
sioner by the Honourable the Law Member on the occasion of his recent 
visit to England. It is understood tlrat the High Commissioner was not 
altogether in favour of the proposal and that he is engaged in framing 
alternative proposals with a view to attaining the same object. 

Mr. N. M. JosM : How will these alternative proposals of the High 
Commissioner be made known to this House i 

L. Grahain : When we have received them, Sir. 

Mr. N, M. Joshi : How ? 

Mr. L. Graham : Presumably the Honourable Member will ask 
another question. 


Hours of Work and Weekly Rest Day fob Railway Ejiployees. 

261. ’^Mr. N. M. Joshi ; (a) With reference to the reply given to 
my starred question No, 31 on 1st February last regarding the hours of 
work and the weekly rest day for railway employees, will Government bo 
pleased to slate whether they have come to a decision on the matter 1 

(b) If so. what is the decision ? 

(c) If no decision is reached, will they be pleased to state why the 
delay is being caused ? 

Mr A A L Parsons : I would refer the Honourable IMember to the 
reply given to Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan’s unstarred 
question No. 55 of 4th September, 1928. 

Mr N. M. Joshi : The Honourable Member has in replying to this 
question rkerred me to the answer to unstarred question No. o--' pW 
bv Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan on the 4th September. 1928 
As the reply to question No. 55 is not before me, will tlic Honourable 
Member kindly read that answer ? 

IVIr. A. A. L. Parsons : If I have your permission, Sir. I am quite 
willing to read the reply to unstarred question No. 55. The reply to 
that question is : 

Thp Biilwiv Board have approved the adoption hy the ^nte-manaset i.ai- 
Ihe ‘ \ 1007 fiPccinn of the Indi.nii Bai^^^ly CoiiUTnicc 



give effect to that resolution ”. 

I shall be very pleased to send to the Honourable Member a copy of 
that resolution if‘he has not already got one. 

Mr N M Joshi : May T ask, Sir, whether the Honourable Members 
of this House are not inconvenienced by gmng a reply in such a . 
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to state M’hether thej’^ have come to a decision regarding the recognition of 
the Union-s of raihvay employees ? 

(1) If so, Avhat is the decision ? 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy : Government have come to the 
following conclusions : 

(1) The fact that a Union has been registered under the Indian 

Trade Unions Act .should predispose an Agent to accept 
it as representing the interests of its members and their 
" ' - views. 

(2) The decision whether, and, if so, to what extent, a claim of 

any particular Union to represent matters affecting the 
staff of the raihva.y maj^-he admitted must be dependent 
on the extent to which the Union in question is actually 
representative, in its numbers, influence and standing, of 
the staff' as a whole or of a particular class or particular 
classes of the staff. 


Leave and Pension Rules Applicable to Ineebioe Sbevants. 

268. "Mr. N. M. Joshi ; (o) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they have come to a decision on the question regarding the leave 
and pension rules applicable to inferior servants ? 

(&) If so, ivill they be pleased to state what that decision is ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : No decision has been 
I'paehed as regards leave. As regards pension the only decision so far 
taken is that the temporarj’’ increase of small pensions alreadj' in force 
should continue till l.st November, 1929. In the interval it is hoped 
lhat the classification rules will be issued and the Government will then 
re-examine the 'matter in the light of the situation tiius created and the 
action taken in regard to the same matter by Provincial Governments 
in general. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask, Sir, wh}"^ the Government of India 
' nave delayed this matter so much ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Because the matter is 
of considerable importance the consideration of which is bound to take 
a certain amount of time. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; May I ask whether this matter which is being 
delayed is of more importance or the matter of the increase in the 
salai’ies of higher officers ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Here the point at 
issue is a question of •principle, not a question of making certain altera¬ 
tions in rates of pay. - 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether the principle is that the qieople 
are poor in one case and, in the other, rich ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: That is not the 
principle. The principle is that the pension and leave rules of these 
people have for about a century been on different lines from those of 
olheers in superior pensionable service. 
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Alleged Assault by the Forejian of the Yachum Brake Shop ok ^iloHAii- 

MAD Hussaijt, a Workman of the Carriage and Y'agok Shops at 
Moghulpura. 

269. '■'Mr, N. M. Joshi : YTith reference to the reply given to any 
starred question No. 479 on 19th March last regartling a vrorkman being 
beaten and kicked by a foreman, -vvill Government he jdea.'^ed to •‘'’late 
what punishment was given to the foreman i-eferred to ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The pay of the foreman has been rednced by 
Rs. 25 per mensem for a period of six months. 

Loss caused to the East Indian Railway by the Strike at Lillooah, 

Asansol and Ondal. 

270. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state 
what is the approximate amount of loss caused to the East Indian Railway 
by the strike at Lillooah, Asansol and Ondal ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : There ivas no dislocation of traffic as a result 
of the strike, and it consequently cannot be said to have atfeeted the 
•earnings of the East Indian Railway. I am unable to say, to what extent, 
if any, there may prove to be some loss to the railway administration 
owing to the postponement of repairs whieli should otherwise have been 
• carried out. But I do not think it need be feared that any loss from 
this cause will be appreciable. 

Enquiry by the Agent of the East Indian Railway’ into the Grievances 
OP the Men employed at the Lillooah Workshops. 

271. "Mr. N. M, Joshi ; (o.) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the Agent of the East Indian Railway has enquired into the 
grievances of the men employed at the Lillooah Workshops ? 

{!}) If so, will Government be pleased to state what has been done 
to remove them ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (o) Yes. 

(h) The rates of pay of certain classes of the lower paid workmen 
in the Lillooah shops have been raised from the 1st of August, 1928, and 
the Agent is making an enqnir,y into the housing conditions of the work¬ 
men in Lillooah. 

Number of Locomotives fitted moth Electric SEARCH-LiGnT-s. 

272. "Mr. N. M. Joshi : YLll Government be plea.sed to .state r 
(a) The total number of railway loeomolive.s in u.se in India : 

(5) How many of them are fitted with electric search-lights : 

(c) WTien the remaining locomotives will be so fitted up ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : On the 31st March last 2.78 .t out of the .3.352 
locomotives working mail, passenger and mixed trains had been fitted with 
electric seareli-liglits, and we expect the balance of 567 to be so filted by 
the end of this year. 
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There are (approximately) 2,250 locomotives employed in working 
goods trains. I believe a certain number have already been fitted with 
electric search-lights, but the great majority have not. The Railway Board 
have already taken up the question of fitting all train engines, including 
goods train engine.s, Avith electric search-lights Avith EailAA'ay Administra¬ 
tions and are considering making them compulsory by 1932. 

Ebpresentatiok from the Imperial Secretariat, Duftaries Association 
REGAR niNOr Quarters in Neav Delhi. 

273 "^Mr. N. M Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
AA'helher the Imperial Secretariat Duftaries’ Association at Ncaf Delhi had 
sent a representation to the Government of India pointing out certain 
iuconATiiiences experienced by its members in the quarters such as (1) 
absence of bath, (2) absence of wmll and door in kitchen, (3) absence of 
v/aier pipe, (4) Ioav courtyard walls and (5) absence of electric lights ? 

(b) What AAull he the approximate cost of remoAung these incon¬ 
veniences ? 

(c) Do Government propose to take steps for removing the incon¬ 
veniences ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(b) About Iks. 86,000. 

(c) Yes, so far as items (1) and (3) are concerned. They do not 
consider the other items necessary. 

Practice or employing Assistant Guards to do the Work op Guards aauth- 

ouT Extra Remuneration on the Bengal and North Western- 

Railway. 

• -N't - '• 

274. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (<?.) Is it a fact that on the Bengal and 

North-Western Raihvay assistant guards draAving salaries of less than 
Rs. 20 per month are asked to perform the Avork of guards for months 
together AAuthont any extra iiajuneiit for more responsible AA'ork ? ■ - 

(b) If so. do GoA'ernraent propose to di’aAA* the attention of the Agent 
to the desirability of modifying this practice ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parson’s : («) Assistant guards AA'ho have passed tlieir 
guard’s examination and are fully qualified to act as guards are put in 
charge of goods trains generally temporarily to relieA-e regular guards 
when sickness or exceptionally hcaA’-y traffic renders such a course neces¬ 
sary. No alloAvanee is giA'^en. 

(b) A copy of the Honourable klember’s question has been sent to 
the Agent. 


Mileage Alloaa'ance of Guards and Assistant Guards in the Sonpur Dis¬ 
trict, Bengal and North-Western Railaa^ay. 

275. N. M. Joshi ; (a) Is it a fact that on the Bengal and North- 
Western Railway especially in the Sonpur District the number of casix 

aL ^dSy^'largeT ^ depriATd of the mileage allowance, 
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( b) Is it a fact that frequently the allowance is forfeited even though 
the guard is not responsible for the train being late ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (h). The answer is in the negative. 


Conservancy Charges levied from Duftaries by the Health Department 

IN New Delhi, 


276. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the members of the Imperial Secretariat Duftaries’ Association- 
occupying quarters in New Delhi have to pay a conservancy charge of 
8 annas a month 1 

(1) Is it a fact that in Simla such a charge is not taken from the 
duftaries ? 

(c) What is the total amount collected from this charge at New 
Delhi ? 

(d) What steps do Government propose to take to free the duftaries 
at New Delhi from the burden of this charge 1 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) No conservancy charges 
are levied from duftaries by the Health Depaitment in Neiv Delhi. 

(h) No charge is levied from the duftaries in Simla. 

(c) and (d). Do not arise. 


Grant OF Family Travelling Allowance to Duftaries during the Moves 
- OF THE GoVEROTIENT OP INDIA BETWEEN SiMLA AND DeLHI. 

277, ’’‘Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(a) Whether the 'duftaries are not given travelling allowance for 
their families during the move of the Government between 
Simla and Delhi ; 

(h) Why is this allowance denied to duftaries ; and 
(c) When do they propose to arrive at -a "'favourable dticision in 
the matter ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) The position is as stated. 

(i)-)- The terms of their appointment-do not include the concession. 

(c) The matter is receiving consideration and a decision is likely 
to be reached shortly. 

Mr N M Joshi : Mav I ask rvhy this distinction was made, that the 
higher officers should get travelling allowance.s, while menials do not get 
any travelling allowance ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : As I informed the Honourable 
Member the terms of the appointment of duftaries do not include th' 
fueTtS .of travelling allowance. The matter is now being cNamined and 
■we hope a decision will shortly be reached. 

Construction op Fasiily Quarters for Duftaries in Simla. 

278 '’‘Mr N M JosM ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

'■(a) whether’ duftaries in the Imperial Secreteriat at Simla are 
not provided with family quarters in < ? ^ 

(i) what thej- propose to do to remove the taeom-emence ; aod 
(c) when the inconvenience will .lie removed ? 
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The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters,; (o) There are no quarters 
that can he .strictly de.scribed as family quarters. As a matter of fact, 
there are no quarters specially set aside for duftaries nor are there any 
quarters definitely marked as “ single ” or “ married The quarters 
intended for this class of men are generallj'^ knoAvn as meniahs’ quarters. 
These are allotted to various Departments and ofiices of the Government 
of India on a rata basis and it is left to the Departments to put single 
or married men in the quarters allotted to each, according to the number 
which.each quarter can accommodate. 

(h) and (c). These do not strictly arise ; but I would add for the 
information of the Honourable Member that Government do not contem¬ 
plate the construction of further quarters. 

Mr. B. Das : Will it hamper the Government much if they spend a 
lakh or two in building quarters for these menials ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. G. McWatters : The question is as regards 
the number of quarters, not as regards their quality. 

Mr. N. M, Joshi : May I ask whether Government are aware that in 
1924, Sir Alexander Mud diman replied that the question was under con¬ 
sideration and the matter had not been lost sight of by Government and 
whether in two years’ time the Government have come to any decision 
on the point ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : Yes, Sir ; I was aware of 
that and I gave the Government’s decision that they did not consider the 
building of any further quarters neees'-ary. I may add that the propor¬ 
tion of quarters relatively to the number of men is greater in tlie case of 
duftaries than in regard to other classes of Government servants. 

Hours of Work of Duftaries in the Office of the Director General 

* OF Posts and Telegraphs. 

279. -Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

'{a) Whether an pf&ce order has been issued in the ofSce of the 
Director General •.ofi Post and Telegraph .Department in¬ 
creasing the hours of work of the duftaries in that office to 
8 instead of 6 ? 

(h) Whether they propose to take steps to reconsider the order and 
rescind it ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : •(«) An office order has been 
issued limiting the hours of working duftaries to 8 hours. 

(b) Government are not prepared to take the action suggested. 

(1) Hours of Work of Duftaries in the Government of India Offices. 
<2) Location of the Government of India Offices in Delhi. 

280. *Mr. H. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased _to lay bn the 
table a copy of any orders issued (a) on the fixing of office hours of the 
duftaries of the Government of India (attached and subordinate offices) 
both in Simla and Delhi and in summer and winter and (b) about tbe 
pei-manent location in Delhi of the attached and permanent Depart¬ 
ments ? ^ 
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The Honourahle Mr. J. Grerar ; (a) The question of office liour-s i.s. 
within limits, one for each Department to decide for itself, but ordinarily* 
the hours of attendance are so fixed as to apply to all incinbcrs of tli’e 
staff, including duftaries. 

Co) Tlie Honourable Member is referred to the answer which I ga.ve 
on the 15th February, 1928, to Mr. Kelkar’s question No. 93. 

Maulvi Muhanamad Yakub ; Jlaj’' I know Avliat is the number of the 
Honourable Member’s august association of duftaries ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I would ask the Honourable 
Member to give me notice of that question. 

Accident in the Medidhi Colliery. 

281; *Mr; N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) The number of persons killed, (b) and iiersons injured in tlic 

accident that took place in the Medidhi Colliery on ihc 9th 
April 1928 ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to publish the report of the Chief 

Inspector of Minas and of the enquiry made under Ihe Indian 
Mines Act ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters ; '(a) Six persons "were killed 
and forty persons w'ere injured. 

(Z>) Government have received no report of the formal inquiry made 
by the Chief Inspector of Mines. Section 22 of the Mines Acl entru.sl.s 
the Local Government with the I'esponsibility of deciding wdiether the 
report of the Court of Enquiry should be published or not, and the 
Government of India understand that no decision has yet been rciielied. 

IVEr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether it is' not the responsibilily of 
the Government of India, which is responsible for the hidustry of mines, 
to receive the report on this incident ? 

The Honourable IWr. A, 0. MeWatters : The report of the Chief Ins¬ 
pector was made to the Local Government and it was on the basis of that 
report that under the statutory powers entrusted to lliem they ordered a 
court of inquiry. We shall receive from tbc Local Governmeni that 
report with their comments on it, and I would ask the Honourahle lilem- 
her to await until the Government of India receive the Local Government ’s 
comments, and they will certainly then decide w'hat further action, if any, 
is necessary. I should like to add that this ivas a very serious accident 
and the Government of India share ivitli tlie Honourable Member lii.s 
eoncem at so serious an accident happening and Ihej- will examine very 
carefuUy what changes in regulations or otlier changes ma.v be ncees'-ary 
when tbe3' receive tlie report. 

Accident in the Medidhi Colliery. 

282. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Is i1 a fact that some lime before tin' 
accident took place in tlie Medidhi Colliery tlie hlanager liad warned ihe 
Chief Mining Engineer of the imminence of the danger ? 

(b) Is it a fact that no immediate steps were talicn to warn the 
persons of the danger ? 



3^2 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [8tH SePT, 1928. 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) The Manager made ntt 
reporc to the effect that danger was imminent. 

(&) Yes, 


Accident in the Medidhi Colliery, 

283 *Mr. H. M. Joshi : Is it a fact that after the Medidhi accident 
during the inspection by the Additional Deputy hlagistrate in the evening, 
Mr IMerce the hlanager, had told him tliat he had sent a report regard¬ 
ing the accident to the Magistrate’s office in the morning but when after 
the inspeetiop the Magistrate went to the Manager’s office, he found the 
Manager hastily drafting the report ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : It has been ascertained that 
though the Manager told the Additional Deputy Commissioner on the day 
of the accident that he had that day sent in a notice of the accident, that 
officer did not receive a notice till the next day. Government have no 
information concerning the incident referred to in the latter part of the 
question. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether Government wdll inquire about 
the incident ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : I think, Sir, this will be dealt 
with in the report of the court of inquiry. 


Representation of Workers at Enquiries into Accidents in Mines, 


284. *Mr N. M Joshi : (a) Is it a fact that in the statutory 
enquiry made after the hledidhi accident there was an assessor associated 
to represent the employers but there was no assessor to represent he 
workers 1 


{!)) Is it a fact that the Indian CoHiery Emplojmes’ Association was 
allowed to watch the proceedings, but its representatives weie no a ov^e 
to ask questions ? 

(c) WiU Government be pleased to state whether they propose to 
amend the Indian Mines Act, providing for the representation of wor 
through the Indian Colliery Employees’ Association during sue en¬ 
quiries ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) Section 21 of the Act re¬ 
quires the appointment of a person or persons possessing legal or special 
knowledge to act as assessor or assessors. Twm such persons were ap¬ 
pointed to act as assessors in this case and neither of them acted in a re¬ 
presentative capacity. 

(h) The representatives of the Indian Colliery Employees^ Association 
were not allowed to question witnesses, hut they were permitted to sug¬ 
gest questions to the Court of Enquiry, 

(c) Government do not consider it desirable to undertake legislation 
for the purpose of securing representation for a particular association, 
but I shall consider whether other steps should he taken to ensure the 
representation of interests which are directly concerned in inquiries of 
this character. 




(1) Laboub Legislation, 

(2) Eevival oe the Labouh Bueeau in the Depaetment of Industries and 

Labour. 


286. ^Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Is it a fact that the consideration of 
several questions for legislation is delaj'cd in tlie Government of India ? 

(&) Is it a fact that some years back the Government of India had 
abolished the Labour Bureau in the Department of Industries ? 

(o) Has the Government any intention to revive the Bureau for the 
prompt disposal of questions regarding labour legislation ? 

The Honomable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : («) I take it that the Honour¬ 
able Member is referring to labour legislation. The progress in dealing 
with questions falling under this head has not always been as rapid as 
the Government of India would have liked, but as the Honourable !Mem- 
ber is aware, it is ordinarily necessary to consult a large number of 
interests in cases of this kind. 

{!}) Yes. 

(c) Not at present. 

Mr. N. M'. Joshi : May I ask, Sir, whether Government propo.se to 
strengthen their staff which looks after que.slions of labour legislation ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : I have replied to the Honour¬ 
able Member as regards the bureau, but I may also say that at present 
there are no jiroposals for increase of staff. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : When will Government consider .snch propo.sals ! 


The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : Government will certainly 
consider the question—but of course it is a matter also for the Finance 
Department and for my Honourable friend Sir Bhupeudra Nath ISIitra 
to consider. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether Government are sati.sfied about 
the consideration of these questions and their disposal ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : No, Sir. The Government 
are not entirely satisfied, but as I have explained the delays are not by 
any means aU with the Government of India ; they are largely dne to 
' the size of the country, the different conditions in the different provinces 
and the necessity for consulting a large number of iidcrests, which make 
labour legislation in India a longer process than it would be in a .smaller 


country. 

Mr N M Joshi : Mav I ask whetlier Government arc prepared 1o 
consider to wliat extent the' delay i.s due to the fact that they have no1 
got sufficient staff at their disposal to consider Ihesc questions . 

The Honourable Mr, A. 0, McWatters : I Ihink that the Indnsfrie.s 
and Labour Department would be delighted to increase their staff. 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : T should like to 
add to what has fallen from my ITonourahle colleague tliat the eve of 
the reform of the cxi.sting constitution would, from tlie point of view of 
the Finance Department, be a most inappropriate lime for adding to fbt- 
establishment of the Industries Department. 
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Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask, Sir, whether the Government of India 
think that labour legislation should wait for the new reforms which some 
people think are coming ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The Government of 
India cannot obviously offer any opinion on the subject. 

Conviction of the Acting Tkaffic Manager of the Madras and Southern 

MfiHRATTA EaILWAY OF A CRIMINAL OfFENCE. 

286. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the fact that the Acting TraflSe Manager of the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Eaihvay was recently convicted of a criminal offence 
and that he was fined Es. 30 by a Magistrate ? 

(Z>) Will Government be pleased to state whether this person ■will 
still be retained in the railway service ? 

(c) If the reply to (h) is in the affirmative will Government be*- 
pleased to state 'what departmental notice of the offence of this person 
will be taken by the Government ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

^ . (&) Government understand that there is no question of his leaving 
the serAuce of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Eaihvay Company. 

(c) None. The officer in question is not serving under Government. 
The offence appears to have been an entirely trivial one of pushing two 
men out of his office, and seems to have been adequately dealt Avith by 
the Presidency Magistrate. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether Government do not consider it 
to be necessary to deal Avith an officer who was convicted in a criminal 
ruoufit ?, ‘ 

:' Mr.‘ A.' A. L. Parsons : I haA'e nothing to add to my previous reply. 
The Presidency Magistrate seems, Avithout the intervention of Govern¬ 
ment, to have dealt with the offence, such as it was, quite adequately. 

Grievances op Guards on the South Indian Eailway. 

287. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Has the attention of the GoA^ernment 
been drawn to the series of articles on the grievances of railway guards 
on the South Indian Eailway in the July, August and September issues 
of the Indian Eaihvay Magazine ? 

(b) Is it a fact that guards when they reach the maximum of their 
grade are not promoted to the higher grade even if there are vacancies but 
are made to A^ork higher class trains with the pay of the lower grade t 

(c) Is it a fact that when they work the trains that are to be worked 
by a higher class guard, they are not^ even paid an acting allowance ? 

i<J) Is it a fact that cash carrying trains have, under the rule, to be 
worked only by second class guards but that they are now being worked 
by third class guards on the South Indian Eaihvay ? 

(e) Is it a fact that Avhen a guard after some years of service seeks 
a change to a stationary life like that of a station master he is asked 
to accept a lower salary ? 



QTJESTIOKS ANB AKSWEKS. 


345 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) Government have not seen the artioles 
referred to. 

(i) The Agent informs me that on the South Indian Railway o-uards 
are promoted in accordance with seniority when vacancies occur In tlio 
higher grades. No special arrangement as to allotment exists except 
that mail and express trains are worked by first class guards. Long 
distance passenger trains are generally worked by second class guards and 
local trains by third and fourth class guards. 

(c) The position is that acting arrangements are not genei-ally made 
as the cadre in each class provides for relief. 

(d) The practice is for the second class guards to work trains carry¬ 
ing cash on the main line, and third class guards to work such trains 
only on a few short branch lines. 

(e) If guards of their own accord ask for such a change, and it is 
found possible to meet their wishes, the.v are transferred only on the pay 
drawn by their contemporaries in the grade to whieh they are transferred 
BO as to avoid supersession of those already in that grade. 

Overworked Gujirds on the South Indian Bailway, 

288. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will the Government be pleased to .state 
the number of second class guards that used to work the section between ‘ 
Tinnevelly and Trivandram in 1924 and in 1927 ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there has been an all round reduction in the 
number of guards and that it has led to considerable overv'ork of the 
existing staff ? 

(c) Is .it a fact that guards on the South Indian ^Railway have to 

work 12 hours in the day and are able to stop in their homes only three 
nights out of the nine ? ‘ ‘ '.'L' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Three in both years. 

(b) No. 

(c) Guards’ runs ordinarily extend only to 8 hours. Where they 
exceed 8 hours adequate rest is provided. They are generally given one 
day’s continuous rest in a week in addition to re.st at headquar(er.s and 
outstations averaging 63 and 42 hours respectively during the week. 

Treatment of Indian Guards and Drivers on the South Indian Railway. 

289. *Mr. N. M, Joshi : (a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that Indian guards on the South Lidian Railway are not 
provided with decent"running bangalows at terminal stations ? 

(b) Is it- a fact that there are no running bangalows at Madras, 
Chinglepet, BTatpadi, Mayavaram, Tanjore, Triehinopoly, Erode and 
Madura ? 

(c) Is it a fact that what is called a running bungalow at Shenootta 
is a bunk made of an old third class carriage and that it is unlit, un¬ 
swept and has neither cook nor call boy (to wake up the .<^leeper when 
he has to go to work during the night) and that this bunk has to be used 
hv o-nards from TinnevelljL Virudhtinagar and Quilon ? 

to 
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(d) Is it a fact that running bangalows provided for Anglo-Indian 
drivers on the South Indian Eaihvay are provided with cots, wash basins, 
call boys and cooks ? 

(c) Do Government propose to issue instructions to the South Indian 
Railway to give to the Indian drivers and guards the same amenities as 
are provided for the Anglo-Indians ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : GoA'^ernment are not aAvare of the position, 
but have sent a copy of the Honourable Member’s question to the Agent 
of the South Indian Railway in oi’der tliat his attention may be called to 
the matter. 

Dieficulty in obtaining Leave by Guards on the South Indian Railavay. 

290. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (o) Will the GoA’ernment be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that apothecaries on the South Indian EailAva3' are instructed 
not to place more than a certain number of emploA^ees on the sick list ? 

(h) If so, do Government think that attacks of sickness could be 
gOA'erned hr mechanical rules framed by the Agents ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is a I’ule on the Northern Division of the 

South Indian Railway that only one guard can be on long leave and onty 
one on short leaA'e and that if a third man applies for leaA’e, the station 
master through whom applications for leaA'e have to be forwarded can 
refuse to foinvard them to the Divisional Superintendent ? ■ . 

(d) Is it a fact that when leaA^e is sanctioned he is told that he will 
be alloAved to avail himself of the same “ in the term Avhen relief is 
available ” ? 

(e) Is it a fact that if sanctioned leaA'^e is not availed of within 
three months, a fresh application has to be put in, even though the three 
months’ delaj’" is due to the fact that I’Clief has not been aA'ailable ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons :.'(«) No'.. 

(I>) Does not arise. 

(c) There is no such rule. 

i^) granted leaim are relieved as soon as some one is aAmilable 

to take their place. The Honourable Member Avill realise that it is not 
alwaj’-s possible to sa.A" at the time a leaA^e application is being considered 
on exactly what date relief Avill be available. 

(cl No. 


Alleged Wrongful Confinement of Workmen of the South Indian Rail¬ 
way BY THE Foreman at Golden Rook. 

291. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to an article entitled “Highhandedness” at p. 215 of the 
naian itailway Magazine in its issue of NoA^ember-December ? 

(i) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate of TrichinopolA’ found on 
ppea oy a workman that the worlonen of the South Indian Railway 
for^mn Golden Rock were locked in and wrongfully confined by the 


Government be pleased to state if any and, if so, 
las been taken against the foreman concerned ? 


what 



QXJESTIOKS AND ANSWERS. 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (cr.) Govei-nment have iiot seen this article but 
have ascertained the facts from the Agent of tlie South Indian Kailwav. 

(&) No. 

(c) No action has been taken against the foreman. 


Defective Block Instruments in Use on the South Indian R.ulwav. 

2yk. ^Mr. N, iVE. Joshl ; (a) lias the attention oi the (toNernnurt 
been drawn^to an article entitled “ IIow my loyalty has been rewarded ” 
at page 217 of the Indian Railway Magazine in its issue of Noveniber- 
December 1927 ? 

fbl Is it a fact that the block instruments in use on the South Indian 
Railway permit of the exti’action of any number of key.s without reference 
to the adjacent station ? ' 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. N. Ranganatham Pillai. an e.r.employee of 
the Soutli Indian Eailwaj', wrote to the Senior Government Iiwiieetor 
of Railways pointing out thi.s defect and asking for an opportunity to 
demonstrate it ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Senior Government Inspector did not look 
into the matter promptly nor even gave an audience to Mr. Ranganatham 
Pillai when he proceeded all the Avay to Podannr to meet the Senior Gov¬ 
ernment Inspector ? 

(e) Is it a fact that Mr. Ranganatham Pillai demonstrated tlie truth 
of his allegations before the Senior Government lusiiectnr, Agent and other 
high officials ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Senior Government Inspector .sent a reply to 
Mr, Ranganatham Pillai acknowledging therein “ you have thereby cer¬ 
tainly rendered to the public and Government good service ” ? 

iff) Is it a fact that tbe Senior' GoA'ernment Inspector in the same 
letter Avarned Mr. Ranganatham Pillai that he renders himself liable to 
transportation for life ? 

(Ji) Is it a fact that Mz-. Ranganatham I’illai AVi-ote ji/subsecjnonl 
letter to the Senior Government Inspector stating that though the block 
instruznents are ziow supposed to haA-e been altered aizd impi’oved, tbe vei-y 
same defect still exists azid that he aa-OI be prepared to demonstrate the 
same once again ? 

(?) Is it a fact that the Senior Government Inspector has not up to 
nOAV asked Mr. Ranganatham Pillai to demonstrate the truth of bis allega¬ 
tions ? 

X.j) Is it a fact that the same type of block instruments. alleged to 
be defectiA'e, are being supplied to all the izgav stations on the Villipurain- 
Yridluzchalam Raihvay ? 

(k) Willthe Government be jzlcased to state hoAV many accident.-, ozz 
the South Indian Raihvay Avere the result of defectNe operation of block 
instzmments in the last year ? 

(/) Do Goverziznent propose to issue instructions to the Souzh Indian 
RailAvay and to the Senior GoA-erziraent Inspector to take imziiediate steps 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 


348 • 


[8th Sept, 1928. 


to remedy the defects pointed out by Mr. Kanganatham Pillai and to award 
him a reward for his-services ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons (a) I have not been able to get hold of a 
copy of this back number of the Indian Railway Magazine. 

(&) to (Z). The Railway Board are asking the Senior Government 
Inspector to let them have a report. I will let the Ilonourable Member 
know the result. 


STATEMENT OP BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar (Leader of the House) : Sir, vuth 
1 , your permi.ssion I desire to make a statement as to the 

probable course of Government business during the next 
week. As originally directed by you, Sir, the House should sit to transact 
Government business on Monday, the 10th, and Wednesday, the 12th. If 
the House accepts my motion for taking into consideration the Public 
Safety Bill on Monday, the 10th, we may anticipate that the detailed con¬ 
sideration of the clauses and the motion for passing the Bill will occupy the 
greater part of Wednesday, the 12th. On the other hand, should the House 
accept the motion to refer the Bill to a Select Committee Avith instructions 
to^ report within three daj’s in accordance Avith the motion of which my 
friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, has given notice, you. Sir, have kindly agreed 
to transfer the sitting of Wednesday, the 12th, to Friday, the 14th, in oi’dor 
to leave Wednesday, the 12th, available for the sitting of the Select Cora- 
niittee. Other GoA^ernment Bills, which it is hoped to advance on Wed¬ 
nesday or Friday, as the case may be, are as follows : 

The Trade Unions (Amendment) Bill, 

The Indian Succession (Amendment) Bill, 

The Repealing and Amending Bill, 

The Match Industry (Protection) Bill, 

The Income-tax (Amendment) Bill, 

The Madras Salt (Amendment) Bill, and 

The Bill to amend section 505 of the Indian Penal Code. 

In respect of all these it is proposed to make motions for consideration 
and ^ssing. A motion for leaA’e to introduce a Bill to amend the Patents 
and Deigns Act Avill be made on the same day and a motion to refer to 
boleet Committee the Trade Disputes Bill will also be made if time alloAvs. 

11th, is allotted for non-official Resolutions and Tliursdaj’', 
ttie Idth, IS allotted for non-official Bills. 


PETITIONS RELATING TO THE HINDU CHILD MARRIAGE BILL. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara ; General) : Sir, under 
Standing Order 78, I beg to present 90 petitions signed by. 

ri'co NavaRai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I 

raise it I® ^ question of principle, and I feel I must 

is BiU as well as ilie other Bills have not been served on me.... 


^Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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Mr. President : We have not reached those BilLs ret. I have called 
on Eai Sahib Harbilas Sarda to present certain petitions. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Sir, under Standing Order 78 I be<r to 
present 90 petitions signed by 2,700 n-omen of the Bombay Presidency to 
regulate marriages of children amongst the Hindus, which was introduced 
in this Assembly on the 1st February 1927. 


THE CHILD MARRIAGE RESTRAINT BILL. 

'*Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (A.imer-Merwara ; General) : Sir, T rise 
to more that the Bill to regulate marriages of children amongst the Hindus, 
as reported by the Select Committee, be re-committed to the Select Com¬ 
mittee, with the addition of the names of Jlr. Birla, Pandit Nilakantha Da':, 
i\Ir. Shillid 3 ', Pandit Thakurdas Bhargava, and ]Mr. Yusuf Imam, with 
instructions to report within three daj's, and that the motion for the con¬ 
sideration of the Bill be the item on the agenda of the 20th September, 
1928. 

*Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; Sir, I rise to a point of order. Sir, this 
Bill as "well as the other Bills have not been made available to mo within 
three days. 

, Mr. President : The Bill has been before the country for over a j'ear 
•now, and I am surprised tliat the Honourable Member should get up in 
this House and say that he has not received a eop.y. 

■^Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I beg to saj'. Sir, that although this Bill 
has been before the country for such a long time, it Jias not been served on 
me after I was gazetted. I was elected only very recently, and it has not 
been served on me three da.vs before now. Under Standing Order 38, the 
Bill has to be served on every Member after it is introduced or on any sub¬ 
sequent da.Y. Standing Order 38 I'cads thus : 

'* When a Bill is introduced, or on some subsecjucnt occasion, the member in 
charge may make one of the following motions in regard to his Bill, namely : 

(a) that it be taken into consider.ation by the Assembly either at once or at 

• some future day to be then specified ; or 

(b) that it be referred to a Select Committee ; or 

(c) that it be circulated for the purpo.se of eliciting opinion : 

Provided that no such motion shall be made until after copies of the Bill 
Imvc been made available for tlic use of members, and that any memher 
may object to any such motion being made unless copies of the Rill 
have been so made .‘ivailable for three days before the daj on nliieh 
the motion is made.” 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divi.sions : Non- 
Dluhammadan): AA'ailable to whom ? 

*Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Available to the Member. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : To the Mejnhers. 

*Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Available to the hlember or Members. I 
used the w'ords “ Member or i\remher.s ”. 

Now, Sir, even j'esterday I tried to get a copy of this Bill hecanse our 
papers reach Longwood late, at 10 p.m., hut I did not get a copy I asked 
some of my friends if they had got copies of the Bill, and they .said they 

’Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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also had not got any copie.s.' When I came here I .saw copies of these Bills 
this morning. Under these cireumstancc.s, I submit, Sir, that under Rule 38 
it has not been seiu^ed on me at least tliree day.s before now. Of course, the 
President has the power to susjtend the Standing Order ; otherwise 1 am 
entitled to object to thi.s Bill-being proceeded with. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City ; Non-Muhammadan Urban) ; 
Sir, the objection just raised bj’ my friend is wholly un-sustainable. The 
rule relating to the three days’ notice of Bills before being taken into con¬ 
sideration is contained in Standing Order 38, but that applies only where 
the Report of the Select Committee on a Bill ha.s not been pre.sented. Now, 
the procedure regarding this Bill is governed not by Standing Order 88, 
but by Standing Order 44, as on this Bill a Select Committee has presenlod 
a Report. The exception as to want of notice is contained in Standiiig 
Order 38 and not in Standing Order 44, and 1 therefore submit, Sir, that the 
objection altogether fails. 

Mr. President : Has the Honourable Member got anyrhing to 
to the arguments of Mr. Iyengar 

’‘Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I am ju.st reading Standiaig Order 44, Sir. 
There has been no final Report of the Select Committee, on this Bill. On 
the contrary after the Bill iiad gone through the Select Committee, the 
Report ha.s not been circulated. 


Mr. President : Order, order. The Report of the Select Committee 
was formally presented to this House, and the Ilononrable Member is not 
entitled to say that there was no formal Report of the Select Committee, 
rhe Standing Order on which the Honourable Member relies does not apply 
to this case and therefore I must rule him out. 

Rai Sahib Earbilas Sarda : Sir. 


^^®sident : The motion lyhich the Honourable Member moves is 
^tc different from the motion whicli stands in his name in the order paper. 
'Viu lie read Ins motion once again ? 

: The additional members are Mr. Birla, 
Mr Yus^f iSam^ Pandit Thakurdas Bhargava, and 

: yiT the Honourable Member read the w'hole motion ? 

criilTtp m Sarda : I beg to move, Sir, that the Bill to re- 

children among the Hindus, as reported by the Select 
A-r whole Select Committee, with the 

^ ^^^al^antha Das, lilr. Shillidy, Pandit Thakur- 

tlivoo Imam, with instructions to report within 

.XV, +1 om’i ^lotion to take into eon.sideration be the fli’st item 

on the 20th September. 

Mr. President ; That is not on the paper. 

Harbilas Sarda ; I liave added certain names, Sir, The 
nmnn<T tif ^i^uda IS that the -Bill to regulate marriages of children 
to the Selec? ciiUer^""*"'^ Committee, be recommitted 


'Speecli not correeted by the Honourablo Member. 
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Mr. President : That is all right. So far the Honourable Member 
IS perfectly in order. The rest may come in by way of aincnciinents. 

> - SRai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Very well, Sir. hly objecl in ma.king 

the motion i.s that, while the pi'oyisions of Standing Order /!R are'ful¬ 
filled, this motion may come before this Session of the Assembly. I'he 
matter has been before this House for nearly two years. This Hill has 
been circulated twice, once by executive oi'der, and* again after amend¬ 
ment b 3 '^ the House, and it has been discussed and debated from all points 
of view and in all its aspects. I therefore request that, now fliat the Hill 
has. been fullj’^'thrashed out, the Select Committee may consider llie Bill 
and report it for the consideration of this Hou.se this Session. 

Mr. President : If the Honourable Member was really in earnest 
about his motion he should have moved for the eomideralion of the Bill. 


Motion moved: 


“ That tlie Bill to regulate marriages of ehildrcn amongst the llimlns, 
reported by the Select Committee, be recommitted to tlie Select Committee ’ 

Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullundur Division : Non-Muhammadan 1 : Mill 
you kindly permit me, Sir, to propose an amendment—' 

(a) that the number of members neees.saiy for the quorum should 
he 5, 


('&) that the report should he' presented within 3 days, 

(c) that it should be considered as the fir.st item on tlie 20tii Sep¬ 

tember, and 

(d) 'that the addition of the names of Mr. Birla, Mr. Nilakautha 

Das, Mr. Shillidj', Pandit Thalnirclas Bhargava, and IMr, 
' Yusuf Imam, he accepted b.y the House. 

Mr. President : Will the Honourable Member pass on bis nmendmont 
to the Chair ? 


Mr. M. K. Acharya (South Arcot cioi! Chingleput ; Non-hluham- 
madan Rural): Sir, I feel it my duty to make a few observations before 
I give anj' intelligent vote on the motion before the House, and I liojie 
you will permit me to do so. It will ju.st take a very few rainiues and I 
will trj^ to confine my observations to making my suggo.stion.s—-I beg J our 
pardon, Sir, my vciy'humble suggestions in tlie hope that the_ Select f oni- 
mittee may bear them in mind at the time when they’’ recon-sider the Hill 
when it is"recommitted to them, as I take it this motion requires.^ I am 
aivare, Sir, that I am a mere Immhle iMemher of this House (Cnc.? of - o / 
and I am not a, gifted speaker and I do not emulate the polished periods o 
my friend, klunshi Iswar Saran there. I know I have already made myse i 
odious to some, though I am not guilty, I am not eonsciou.s of il. ’W 
good friend, Mr. Birla, said last time that there wa.s a fight 
leaders, than which nothing can be farther from the tru h. [ 
sorry and that is why I say I am here, Sir, I as a 

my country perhaps more deeply than wisely i fX 

country that makes me sound a note of warning. It is not that 1 do it 
want Informs ; but I want sound, well-tliouglit-oui reforms : ami the c- 
fore I make these few .suggestions, a.s I regard it a duty I oi\e -o . 
country. _ 


' Speecli not‘corrected by tbe Honourable Mcriiber. 
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I M^ant first of a'l that the Select Committee should realise how they 
have altered the old Bill to -whose principles they were committed.’ The 
first Bill that was introduced by my friend Eai Sahib Harbilas Sarda 
last year in this very place and to which I in my own humble way gave 
my hearty support, was of an entirely different character; and I believe 
it is only to the principle of that Bill that we are committed and not to 
the principle, as I consider it, to the altered principle of the Bill as it 
came from the Select Committee. Sir, I beg to point out that the principle 
of the original Bill, the express object of the original Bill, was to regulate 
the marriages of children amongst Hindus. The principle was only such 
regulation; and the method by which it, tried to do so—I am simpl 3 r men¬ 
tioning the fact—the method proposed by the original Bill was to make 
marriages under certain ages invalid. The original Bill recognised what 
the Select Committee’s revised draft does not recognise, that such invalid 
legislation v.muld be considered by certain communities as interfering 
with their religion; and therefore the original Bill went up to His Ex¬ 
cellency the Governor General in Council; and got his sanction under 
section 67 (2) B because, in the words of that section, it was a legisla¬ 
tive measure ‘ ‘ affecting the religion or the religious rights and usages 
of any class or eommvmity in India.” It was recognised that the sanc¬ 
tion of His Exeellenej'- was therefore necessary. It was unfortunate 
that later on the point seems to have been completely overlooked. It 
seems to be imagined that it is not a matter affecting religious rights. 
I am not against affecting any kind of religious custom whatever; but 
let us I’ealise the truth of the fact that this is a measure affecting the 
religious customs of a large number of people. And the oiuginal Bill 
said therefore in the provisions of the Bill that it would make an excep¬ 
tion; and it provided that in the case of those who had conscientious 
objections, that they could go to a magistrate and get a licence. These 
words were in the original Bill because it recognised, I repeat, that them 
were conscientious objectors to the measure. And therefore I supported 
the Bill because, as to the subject matter of the Bill, I am still as much 
in favour as ever I was. I fear that my friend Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda 
must feel ver.y very ill grateful to his friends on the Select Committee. 
Thej' have turned his Bill, shaken its root and branch, and have produced a 
Bill which is utterly different from his original Bill. The new Bill is 
not to regulate marriages or to prevent child marriages. What does the 
iitle of the new Bill sa.y ?. 

Mr. President : Order, order. Will the Honourable Member give 
me one minute ? The Honourable Member from the Punjab has just 
passed on to me bis notice of amendment. There are four elau.ses to 
that amendment. The fi.rst part deals with the question o'f quorum. 
That question has already been decided by this House when the Select 
Committee was appointed. The Bill is being recommitted to the same 
Select Committee of which the quorum has been fixed, and therefore that 
part is unnece-ssarjr. 

Lala Lajpat Rai ; All right. Sir. 

President : With regard to tbe_s_eeond pai-t, which now becomes 
the tost VIZ., that the Select Committee should report within three 
days , I rjile that it is in order. The third, which would be the second 
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if admitted, wants that the Select Committee Report be considered as 
the hrst item on the agenda of the 20tli September. With re^-ard to that, 
T should like to hear the Honourable Member. It seems to ^me that the 
precedence of Bills to be placed on the agenda is determined bv the 
Standing Orders. Standing Order 7A says: 

“ The relative precedence of Bills falling under the same cLnuse of sub-orJei 'J 
shall be determined by ballot to be held at such time and in such nianncT as the 
President may direct ’ ’. 

The procedure regarding ballot has also been laid down by the President 
and I do not know how by any amendment you can get round the Standing 
Order which lays down the precedence of Bills to be placed on the agenda. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : I stand corrected on that point. I tlionght that 
the President could give us a special da}"^ by considering that it is a post¬ 
ponement of to-day's business to another day. 

Mr. President : The President has no power to give an 3 ’' daj'. It is 
the Governor General who can do so. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Very well. Sir. I withdraw that clause. 

Mr. President : Then that goes out, and the fourth clause which 
now becomes the second, is, that the following members be added to the 
Select Committee : 

" Mr. Birla, Mr. Yusuf Imam, Mr. Abdul H.nye, Mr. Thakurdas Bhargavn, Mr. 
Shillidy, Mr. Nilakantha Das and Mr. Bafique 

There are now only two parts left : (1) that the Select Committee do 

report within three days and (2) that certain names be added to the Select 
Committee. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : As I was saying, Sir, the Bill as reported by 
the Select Committee and sent up to this House is different from the old 
Bill ; and I hope when it goes back to the Select Committee and comes 
up a second time, it will be changed in some very important points. T 
beg to point out, Sir, that the title of the Bid as reported bj* the Select 
Committee is to “ restrain the solemnisation of child marriages It 
is not to prevent child marriages. It is not to bring about health.v social 
reform. It seems to be vindictive against those who are bold enough to 
come out openly and solemnise child marriages. In fact, my good friend, 
Diwan Chaman Ball, has stated that the punishment should bo deterrent— 
something which would strike terror into- the heart of those who celebrate 
the marriage of their girls before 14 or 16. He says practically tlie 
punishment must he vindictive. Now, Sir, the object is to restrain 
solemnisation of child marriages. There is no objection to child marriage. 
The objection is to the solemnisation, that is, to tlie sacramental 
character of it, which in my humble opinion, .spealcing serioii'-I.v, 
this House cannot interfere with. It is the sacramental character 
of it, the religious character of it, which to a Hindu i.s far more 
valuable than even his life. T beg to jioinf out that neither 
the Select Committee nor this House has any business to interfere with it. 
But that is the wording which the very learned, talented, gifted meml)er.s 
of the Select Committee have chosen. They have stated that the solem¬ 
nisation of child marriages shall be restrained. I put the question. 
Supposing there is no solemnisation, but a bo.y of 17 and a girl of 13 live 
together as man and wife ? People in America, we are told, do so. by the 
author of “ Companionale. Marriages Supposing a boy of 17 and a 
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girl of 13 live togetlier as man and wife. They do not solemnise the 
marriage. They will take care that they do not. Will this Bill touch 
them ? Ai’e we to promote such thing.s ? Secondly^ what will .happen 
to the manj^ hoj's below 18 and many girls below 13 who are now married ? 
The girl attains her puberty, and 1 suppose she will go and live ivith her 
husband in her IStli year. Will this Bill touch them ? There will be 
thousands of such girls going and Imng with their husbands as wives. 
There is no new solemnisation. All that has taken place already. But 
this Bill, this very vise Bill, drafted bj' this talented Committee- 7 -of 
“ all talents that is—does not take any account of these cases. If a 
man says that his girl of 11 or 12 should be betrothed, though there will 
be no true marriage in the sense the lover wants it, there is absolutely no 
provision in this Bill to help that man over his conscientious ob.iectious. 
All that this Bill says is : “ You cannot solemnise the marriage. If 
you are so particular, you can allow ^mur girl and the bridegroom-elect 
to live together, but this Bill shall not allow solemnisation. If any man 
dare come and take any part in the marriage—beware of imprisonment, 
fine and things of that kind ! ” Is this the kind of legislation which is 
to be introduced in this country, the country of the sages, where for 
millions of years balanced judgment had held the day and ruled The 
world ? (Laughter). You can laugh it away but I am very much afraid 
of what is going to happen. And then comes, Sir, the penalty. The 
Select Committee have not invalidated the marriage, but the boy is to be 
sent to jail if the girl is below 14. Is a Hindu girl going to be protected 
by her husband being sent to jail ? Can she, will she like to divorce him ? 
Hindu children have much better ideals than that. The Hindu girl will 
not only say “ Raja va rajyahino va yo me hharfa sa me prahhuli ” but 
also “ Bddhurva yadi vasadhnli ”—“ Prince or beggar, whoever has 
married me before the sacred fire, he is my Lord and my God ”, nay, 
'Whether he-be 'guilty, or guiltless, he is my Lord Send the husband 
to jail. If the wife be no .social reform heroine, if she be a real Hindu 
girl, she will commit suicide the next day. Is that what you ivant to be 
done ? Is that protecting the girl ? I do not for one moment (.jiiestion 
the good intentions of my friends. But I v'ant that their good intentions 
should take a really sane and proper turn. This is not protecting the 
.girl. It is ruining the girl for life. When the boy comes back from 
jail, what will happen ? ' My friend there exclaims “ But ivliy should 
the young man break the law and go to jail at all ?” Why indeed ? The 
Penal Code says, “ Don’t thieve, don’t do this wrong thing, don't do 
that ”. But even learned men do it. The forbidden fruit always tastes 
sweet ; above all self-assertion, like love, laughs at locksmiths ! What 
will now happen if a young man marries a girl under 14 ? If he is a high- 
principled youth, and is keen, I will advise him to marry, and to take 
cheerfully whatever happens. A verj’ learned and very responsible 
Vakil of the High Court told me just this in Madras. He has sent up a 
very, very good and long opinion. He told me “ Let us disobey and take 
the consequences ”. 

There is thus at the very outset this difference between solemnisa¬ 
tion of a child-marriage and the prevention of a child marriage. Prevent 
child marriages by eveiY fair means, but why do you prevent solemni¬ 
sation ! This distinction is not purely out of the imagination of my own 
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superstitious brain ; for I find that the same thing has been said by. I 
am verj' glad to say he is a European, Hilton Brown, Esquire, il.A., I.C.-S , 
Collector and District Magistrate of Salem. He says ; 


“ To myself tlie Bill, as it stands, appears unneeess.ary and useless botli iit 
general and particular. To begin with, in the ease of some 90 per cent, of the 
population of India, it is superfluons, as child marriages are not practised by those 
communities. Further, the Bill sets out to make the solemiiiziation or eoutraci of 
child marriage a criminal offence. But what is there criminal in such acts 1 The 
mere eoutraet or solemnization of marriage between very youthful partieip.-int.-; can 
hurt nobody and indeed a marriage arranged by selection at an early age by 
interested and e.xpericneed persons may prove a ver3- good thing for the protagonists 
and perhaps much better than the haphazard methods prevalent in the West.” 


which our friend over there seeks to introduce. This is the opinion of 
Mr. Hilton Brown. In this connection let me pareiitheticall.v add tliat 
1 am very sorry that copies of all these opinions are nut available to us. 
I wanted to get a copy of these opinions ; and I was told that they weic 
still in print and copies were not available. I very much wish that even 
though they may not be available to us, tlie.v would be available to the raeiii- 
bers of tlie Select Committee ; and that very careful attention would be 
paid to those opinions. Another opinion on the same lines i.s again. I 
am verv glad to sa.v, from a European, from the Collector of my owii 
place, Mr. B. F. Thomas, G.I.E.; I.C.S., Collector of Madras. He has 
written as follows : 

" In this connection, I desire to point out that several gentlemen who have given 
their views in tlic matter request tlmt the Government should ifot eouiitenanoe the 
nassmg of the Bill and thus interfere with the religious iicutralit;- proclaimed by 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria in her graeions Proelanmtion of 183S. I .agree wiMi i.ie 
views of these gentlemen ”. 


This then is what another very responsible officer of Govcnmient had 
got'to say. Therefore, it is not purely out of my own imagination that 
I obiect 'to penalising solemnisation. I do not. want^ to read all tte;* 
opinions se’nafiw] though there are several lilte these two. 1 only w<iid 
the Select Committee to pay attention to these opinions. I may say tha 
all or .the majority of European Collectors in my province have dealt 
seriously with the question ; I am very glad to say they are Europe.".us— 
all- honour he to them—they iiavc all realised the danger ; they have con¬ 
sulted public opinion and they have .strongly protested. I want the .'icteei 
Committee to pay attention to this fact. 

The first point, as I said, is that this Bill prevents not child marriages 
but the solemnization of child marriages, which i.s an entirely difterent 
thin" • and therefore it ivould help child marriage.s m secret vhile prt- 
venting .solemnization. There arc two mistakes,_ as I consider, ^.’”^1! <hc 
Sleet Committee must rectify : firstly, in cliangnig the f.f 
regulating child marriages ” into “ solemnization of 
and secondly in its unwarranted change of the age contained in the 
Silica? Bill from to 14. When the old Bill was circulated for opinion. 
SetiL was method of invalidating tlie marrimges. In- 

^itend of reetifving this method, this wonderful Select Committee has 
tl.e «.hoIc imm of the Bill ,ond .ho .o.o .o 14 ,■ 

and thev do give no reason. They say ; 

came'to the oancluaion th.at we .ri.ouM adopt the age oi fourt,v,n . 
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Their explanation is this ; and it is adding insult to injury ; they say r 

‘ ‘ tVe recognise that these ages will be regarded bj- many people, whose opinioif 
is entitled to great weight, as being too high ”— 

very gracious of them to admit that— 

‘ ‘ bnt we also recognise that there is a strong body of opinion, particularly 
among those who advocate social reform, which will not willingly accept any lower 
age ”, 

That means that the majority of the Committee have pampered to the 
demands of the social reform party and have simply rejected, although, 
entitled to great weight, the opinions of others I am aware that there is 
a general feeling—I myself thought so once—that marriage before 14 and 
18. or girls and boys living together before those ages, was very, very 
injurious to the health ; that it caused a lot of diseases and so on. -Of 
late I have been interesting myself a little hit in the question ; and with 
the fanaticism characteristic of an old superstitious fellow like mj^self, I 
have been trying to know what great doctors and scientific authorities on 
the subject of sexual intercourse had to say. 

This is a matter of serious import, and I hope the House will pay due 
attention to it. Here is what Havelock Ellis, a recognised authority on 
this m_atter, says in his “ Studies in the Psychology of Sex ”, 
{An itonouraUe Member : “ Is it psychology or biology ? ”). It 'is 
psychology, biology, philosophy, all put together as far as I can see. Any 
y^ay the title of the book is “ Studies in the Psychology of Sex ” ; and I 
think it is a Very good title because biology obeys psychology, because 
the body obeys the mind and not the mind the body. Mr. Ellis says : 

” There is no proper analogy between the age of legal majority which is fixed, 
approximately, with reference to the ability to comprehend abstract matters of 
intelligence, nnd' the age of sexual maturity which occurs much earlier, both physically 
as well as psychically, and is determined in women by a' very precise biological 

event, the completion of puberty on the onset of menstruation. The sound 

view in this question is clearly the view that it is the girl’s puberty w’hieh consti¬ 
tutes the criterion of the man’s criminality in sexually approaching her. In. the 
temperate regions of Europe and North America the average age of the appearance 
of menstruation, the critical moment in the establishment of complete puberty, is 

fifteen. The male is capable of procreating from about the age of 13 until 

far beyond eighty and at this advanced age the offspring even if not notable for 
gieat physical robustness may possess high intellectual qualities. The range of the 
procreative age in women begins earlier (sometimes at eight) though usually it ceases 
b 3 ’ fifty or earlier, in onty rare cases continuing to sixty or bej'ond 

I was greatly surprised that a case was reported of a child of eight havdng. 
been pregnant. {An Honourable Member : “ Therefore you will fix the 
age at 8 ”!) Not at all ! But to continue the quotation : 

" Several investigators have devoted their attention to this question. Thus, 
Spitta (in a Marburg Inaugural Dissertation) reviewed the clinical bistorj-^ of 260- 
labour cases in primipara of 18 and under as observed in Marburg Maternity. He 
found that the average health during pregnanej^ was not below the average _ of 
pregnant women while the mortality of the child at birth and during the following 
weeks and the mortality of the mother was bv' no means high. Picard (in a Paris 
thesis, 1903) has studied child birth in 38 cases below the age of 1C, and he found 
that _ although the pelvis is certainly not j’ct fullj' developed in verv"^ 3 'oung girls, 
the joints and bones are much more yielding than in the adnlt, so that parturition, 
far froyi being more difficult, is iisualty rapid and easy. The process of labour 
itself is essentially normal in these cases and even wlien abnormality occurs, it 
is remarhablc that the patients do not suffer in the way common among older 
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■women. Tlie average weight of the child was 3 kilogranmies or about (> lbs. ? 

ounces.The recovery of the mother was in evety case absolutely normal and 

the fact that these young mothers become praguant again more * readily Shan 
priniapara of a more mature age, further contributes to show that child birth belo'.\ 
the ilge of 16 is in no way injurious to the mother. Cache has attended Pl eas-.; r.f 

labours of mothers. under 17 in the Eawson Hospital, Buenos Ayres j.Carlie 

found these young mothers not more exposed than otlicrs to abortion or to other com 

plications of pregnancy.It is clear that young mothers do remarkably vdl 

while there is no doubt whatever that they bear unusually fine infants. Klieinva’cider, 
indeed, found that the younger the mother, the bigger the child. It is not only 
physically that the child is superior, klarro has foiincl (Puberta, p. 257) that the 
children of mothers under 21 are superior to those of older mothers 
both in conduct and intelligence provided the fathers arc not too old or too young. 
The detailed record of indi'vidual cases confirms these results both as regards luothcv 
and child. Thus Milner records a ease of pregnanej' of a girl of 11. The laboui 
pains were very mild and delivery was easy. E. B. Males of New Jersey ha? 
recorded the history reproduced in Medical Keprints of a coloured girl who boc.'ime 
pregnant at the age of 11. She was medium size, rather tall and slender bui i\eH 
developed and began to nienstruate at 10. She was in good health and spirit.s 
duiiug preguuncy and able to work.” 

—I hope my Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Gour will listen to this 
carefully. I know he takes a great interest in marriage statistics. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Why don’t you lend me a copy of your book ? 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : Dealing further with this matter, this is how 
the quotation goes on : 

“ Mother and child both did well and there was a great flow of milk. Whiteside 
Eobertson has recorded a case of pregnancy at the age of 13 of a colonial girl of- 
British origin at Cape Colony which is notable from other points of view. During 
pregnancy she ivas antemic and appeared to be of poor development arid doubtful 
normal pelvic conformation. Yet delivery took place naturally at full term wilhout 
difficulty or injury and the lying in period was in every way satisfactory. The baby 

was well proportioned and weighed 7-} pounds. The facts brought forward 

by obstetricians concerning the good results of early pregnancy as regards both 
mother and child have not yet received the attention they deserve.,'-They are how¬ 
ever confirmed by many general tendencies which arc now fairly‘well recognised. 
The significant fact is known, for instance, that in mothers over 30 the proportions of 
abortions and miscarriages is twice as great as in mothers between the age of 15 
nnd 20, who are also superior in this respect to mothers between the ages of 20 aud 
30 

(Av Honourahh Memler : “ That is only one opinion ”.) This is 
from a well-known book written by a scientific writer. He givo.s you so 
many eases and so many references. I shall be prepared 1o accept the 
opinion of one intelligent, thoughtful and se]fles.s man as against the opinion 
of 350 millions of ignorant and uneducated men. That is my philosophy, 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What is the practice in England 1 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : The movement there is for getting rid of adult 
marriages and for introducing early marriages. You arc now trying to 
introduce exactly what they are trying to get rid of in England. 1 anr 
quoting again. The writer says : 

" There is undoubtedly at the present time a considerable .amount of prejudico 
against early motherhood. In part, this is due to a failure to Tc.ulisc -that women 
arc sexually much more precocious than men, physically as well as psychically. The 

difference is about 5 years. In a very large number of women the sexual 

impulse remains latent until aroused by a lover’ b_ caress. The youth spontaneously 
becomes a man : but the maiden, as has been said, must be kissed into a woman. 
In women also .specially, in those who live a natural and healthy life, sexual^ cxcitO' 
ment also tends to occur spontaneously but by no means so frequently as in men ’ ’. 
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Tlie author therefore comes to the conclusion that it is wrong, cri¬ 
minal, to obstruct the free flow of the erotic impulse which nature has 
provided for every girl ; criminal to obstruct the pure, holy and delight¬ 
ful kiss of the husband that will awaken her into womanhood. I will 
now quote from a female writer anddherefore a much better authority.' 
She is Ellen Ke 3 ^ She is the very famous author of the work called 
“ Love and Marriage ” which has been translated into most of the Euro¬ 
pean languages and has run through several editions. She is one of the 
most prominent leaders of the feminine movement i;i the Continent of 
Europe and advocates free love, free divorce and motherhood without 
marriage. She is not an old .superstitious Indian. This is what she says .- 

“It is evident to every thoughtful person tliat a real sexual inoralitj' is almost 
impossible uitliout early marriage ' ’. 

(Laughter). You may laugh and laugh. Sir Hari Singh Gour and 
1 may pass away ; but humanity is not going to pass away ; and truth 
shall not perish. This is the conclusion to which this lady has come. 
She says that real sexual morality is almost impossible without early 
marriage. She goes on to sa.v : 

“ For, simply to refer the young to abstinence as the true solution of the 
problem is,’ as we‘have already maiut.ained, a crime against the young and against the 
race, a crime which makes the primitive force of nature, the fire of life, into a 
destructive element ”. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Refer it to the Select Committee. We shall 
consider it there. 

Mr, M. K. Acharya : I am reading this in order that the whole House 
and the world at large may laiow the facts. This Bill is a much more seinous 
matter than any others on which you may be legislating. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask Avhether this book cannot be taken' as 
read ? 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member, though in a minority, is 
entitled to express his views, however unpallatable those views may be to 
the majority of Members. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : Thank jmu, Sir. Ellen Key writes : 

“ The young know, if any can know, tlmt no form of love is more beautiful 
than that in which two young people find each othei so early that they do not even 
know Avhen their feeling was born and accompany each other through all their 
fortunes, sometimes even to death, for now and then life vouchsafes this crowning 
fortune. Never do greater possibilities exist for the happiness both of the individuals 
and of the race than in a love which begins so early that the two can grow togefhei 
in a common development ; Avhen they possess all the memories of youth as well as 
all the aims of the future in common ; uhen the shadow of a third has never fallen 
across the path of either ; when their children in turn dream of the great love they 
have seen radiating from their parents 

Yet, this Legislature will intervene and take away the girl of 11 from tlie 
boy of 18, and the boy from the embrace of his mai-ried wife and send 
him to jail. Can you think of a greater horror ? Yes,- I am writing 
for some copies to my friend Babn Charu Chandra Mitra of 
Calcutta, to whom I am indebted for these quotations ; and I hope to send 
a copy as soon as I get it to the Select Committee. I beg of the 
Select Committee to ponder more carefullA' on this subject. It does not 
matter, let it take three months, but lot truth be im^estigated. Lala 
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Lajpat Kai is, I know, a lover of truths and I beg of him not to be in such 
hurry to deal _ Avith the prolilem in 72 hours. These writings 
I have referred to are not of the nature of novels : these are all scientific 
books, not to be taken as mere novels. Therefore, Sir, let truth be sifted. 1 
do not, Sir, for a moment question Lalaji’s good intentions. Because of 
his good intentions I honour and I respect him ; and therefore I appeal to 
him to have a little patience. Let us all sift the matter, let us come to .some 
very wise refoitn Avhich ivill help us to lieep safe our dignity and our 
sanity. This Select Committee has said in effect, “ Several people are 
in favour of 12 or 13 but the larger number of votes are for fourteen, 
and therefore Ave agree Avith the latter ”. Is this the way to sift truth ? 
I Avant the Select Committee therefore to study the whole ques¬ 
tion as to what the right age is. It is said that fifteen is the proper 
physiological age in temperate countries. Probably thirteen maA- be the 
right age in India and other warm countries. Of course legislation 
never fixes the maximum age, so that nobody is going to say that eA'cry 
girl should become a mother at thirteen. What I sa}' is, “ Do not rush 
into legislation u'ithout sufficient facts ”. 


Mr. B. Das : You AA^aht to fix the age at nine ? 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : I Avant AAdiateAmr is good, whatever is bene¬ 
ficial, AAdiatever is in the best interests of the country. If it be fiftj'-five. 
I am’ prepared'to accept'it (Laughter). 

■ -Another point, Sir, and I am done. I AAmnt tlie opinions to be very 
very carefully sifted. We are just getting the opinions, and I am sorry 
that even I have not been able to tabulate them._ There are lieaps of 
memorials AA’ith thousands of signatures on them copies of Avhich have been 
sent to me Avitli the request that I might raise before you tlieir subject 
matter. I am sure copies of these Avere sent to the Government of [Madras 
and to the Government of India. The GoA'ernment of Madras, lioAvcA'cr, 
never makes mention in their despatch of these huge memorials thej haAC 
received. There is not a single Avord in their letter about these memo¬ 
rials. They simply state that the Legislature in Madras passed .such an 
such a Resolution, and there is no reference made to the Imge number ot 
petitions presented to the GoA'crnriient of [Madras and to the Governmen 
of India ; and so I beg the Government of India to place all these peti¬ 
tions before the Select'Committee; And noAv, Sir I Avant to say a word 
on the Select Committee. (Laughter). I Ioioav I am not a faAmnilt. ot 
some here. I am soriy orthodox Hindu opinion is not adequately repre¬ 
sented on the Select Committee. There liave been only Pandd 
Mohan MalaAuya and Kumar Ganganand Sinha to repre.scnt the orlliodox 
'■"Ilindus ; but all the re.st are more or less ardent reformers. I beg (iuil.' 
in all fairne.ss, this House may put in a fcAv members Avho will at least sa m- 
pathetically consider the orthodox opinion that may be prc.sented among the 
?a • ous ophiions received or any opinions that may come up througli the 
Government hereafter ; and I appeal to the House to pnt some such u i 
the Select Committee. I wanted to .suggest the nanie of a fiiend of m m 
Mr. Belvi, or Mr. RangasAvann Iyengar. I am, lyi- 
^ sonally. quite Avilling to stand out ; for I .should’ think 

tAventA- times before going on a Committee like thi.s. Therefore I am not 
making thi.s .speecli with a view to going on the Committee from wlu.’h 
am quite willing to be out. But I.do beg of you. Sir, as the guardian, not 

lAlLA ^ 
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only of the rights and privileges of this Ilouse, but of the rights and privileges 
of future generations, to kindly help us in arriving at some sane legislation, 
Let us not hurry through this matter, and for God’s sake do not attribute 
personal motives, to me. I knoiv very Avell that social reformers have good 
intentions ; but good intentions as we know pave the way to a certain 
place—which is not Heaven, by w^hatever name you call it. So apart from 
good intention.s, let us be guided bj’’ sound judgment and balanced views, 
verily in the interests of the children we want to protect. For after all it is 
a crime to .suppress the erotic instincts of a gn*l ; and they tvere not 
fools who used the Sanskrit word “ Broonahatti " in connection with the 
killing of the erotic instinct. Blessed are they who will not suppress 
nature, who will think very deeplj", a thousand times before tbej' dare 
iLritst their artificial rules above the laws of Nature ; blessed are they 
who Avill help to bring their little children together unconsciously into 
those life-long union.s which probably know no end even when the body 
passes away ; for, according to man’s higher view, love is immortal; love 
is de\’ine. Let us help the growth of this higher Love. With this ob¬ 
ject. I say to this Select Committee, please endeavour to produce some¬ 
thing which will be better than the draft which the old Select Committee 
in their great enthusiasm have submitted, but which a great majority of 
the opinion that we have got is strongly against. Defer consummation 
if you like till the age of 14, but do not prohibit marriage. I appeal to 
the members of the Committee, Sir, to do their duty not only in the 
interests of the hour but in the interests of futurity, to establish sane 
precedents for all eternity. 

Mr. President : The original motion was : 

“ That the Bill to rfegulate marriages of children amongst Hindus, as reported 
by the Select Committee, be recommitted to the Select Committee ’ 

Since which the-following amendment has been moved : 

“ At the end add the following words : 

' and that the following members be added to the Select Committee : vis. 
Mr. G. D. Birla, Mr. Yusuf Imam, Mr. Abdul Haje, Mr. Thakurdas 
Bhargava, Mr. Shillidy, Mr. Hilak.untha Das and Mr. Eafique, and that the 
Committee be instructed to present its report within three days ” 

The question is that, that amendment be made. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : The question i.s : 

“ That the Bill to regulate marriages Of children .among,st the Hindus, as 
reported by the Select Committee, be recommitted to the Select Committee, and that 
the following members be added to the Select Committee: Mr. G. D. Birla, Mr.''Yu.<mf' 
Mw Abdul Haye, Mr. Thakurdas Bhargava, Mr. Shillidy, Mr. Nilakantha Das 
^d Mr. Eafique, and that the Committee be instructed to present its report withiw 
three days.” ^ ^ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : I want more names to be added. 

Mr. President , I am afraid the Honourable Member is now too late- 

Mr. Amar Nath Diitt ; I was rising when the question was put. 
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Ml. President : The motion has been carried by the House L reirrei 
very much that it is not possible for me to allow the addition of auv fur¬ 
ther names now. 

Mr. M. K. A.charya , I thought I moved the addition of more mem¬ 
bers. 

Mr. President ; The Honourable Member merely made a .sugge^tlou. 
lie did not move an amendment. 


THE INDIAN DIVORCE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions ; Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I beg to move tiiat the Bill further to amend the 
Indian Divorce Act be refei-red to a Select Committee. 

I shall very briefly stiate to the Honse the reasons which have led mo 
to sponsor this Bill. It is a Bill of a pure 25 ’’ non-eommunal character, so 
far as the Hindus and Muhammadans are concerned, and 1 shall very 
briefly, therefore, inform all Members of this House what is the underlying 
principle of this measure that I ask the House to refer to Select Com¬ 
mittee. As Honourable Members are aware, this Bill aifects both Chris¬ 
tians and non-Christians, Europfeans and Indians, and for the purpose 
of convenience, if I may be permitted, I .shall group the various com¬ 
munities affected this Bill. They would comprise, first, Europeons 
resident in India, possessing and retaining their British domicile, tliat is 
to say, Europeans temporarily resident in India, In the second place, we 
liave the European domiciled in India, permanently resident in India. 
In the third place, we have Anglo-Indians who are statutory natives of 
India and for all practical purposes are classed as Indiahs. In the fourth 
place, we have Indian Christians who are resident and domiciled in India. 
In the fifth place, we have Hindus and Brahmo Samajist.s and other 
Hindu reformers who have married under the Special Marriage Act of 
1872, amended or unamended, and they are also.sulijecl to the provisions 
of the Indian Divorce Act. 

So far as the first class of persons is concerned, that is to say, the 
European residents of India not possc'-sing Indian domieilo, they are sub¬ 
ject to the English law and the Indian Divorce Act and the procedure 
which it prescribes, uamelj', that its rules, regulations and practices 
shall be in accordance with Englj.sh law, and so far as they are coueorned 
it shall affect them. Now what is the English law on this .sub.ioct ? 
The Engliisli law of dh'orce was passed something like 80 years aco, and 
since then the Continent of Europe, all the British Colonics and America 
have reformed their divorce laws. But England was the only country 
that lagged behind. As I have .stated in the Statement of (flijeci'- and 
Reasons, in 190.9 a very influential Royal Commission was appointed of 
whicii His Excellency Lord Reading wa.s one of the members, but be had 
to resign because lie was appointed as the Lord Chief Justice of Eng¬ 
land and later on a.s the Governor General in India. The President 
of the Divorce Court, Lord Gorrel, who had been presiding in the 
Divorce Court for twenty year.s, was President of the Commission, which 
bj a majority of 9 said that the English law of divorce was an anachro¬ 
nism and it had not kept pace with the modern usages of other morb-rn 
nations, and consequent!}’ they advocated the reform of the English law 
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of divorce. In accordance 'vvith the recommendations of the Royal Com¬ 
mission, Lord Bnckmaster, ex-Lord Chancellor of England, drafted a Bill 
Which was introduced in the House of Lords and carried by a. striking 
majority, but when it came to the House of Commons that popular Cham¬ 
ber did not find time, and the result was that Lord Buckmaster had to 
renew his Bill in the House of Loi'ds for the second time. Again for a 
second time that Bill was carried in the House of Lords by a strildng 
majority. Honourable Members are aware of the pronounced views of 
the Secretary of State for India, Lord Birkenhead. A very influential 
depulatiou of English lawyers and statesmen waited upon Mr. Baldwin, 
the Prime Minister of England, asking him to give facilities for the pro¬ 
motion of this Bill in the House of Commons. But according to the netvs- 
paper report the Prime Minister of England said that this was a con¬ 
troversial measure and on account of ’the crowded agenda of the Govern¬ 
ment it would be impossible to find time for that Bill. The position 
therefore is that so far as England is concerned it remains a hundred and 
more j^ears behind the other civilised communities of Europe and 
America in regard to the law of divorce. So far as the English people are 
eoncerned, represented as they are by members of the Upper House in 
England, they have given a definite and emphatic opinion in favour of 
reform in that direction. Honourable Members are aware that though 
this is the situation in England, the English Colonies of Canada, ^South 
Africa and Australia have forged ahead and modernised their law of 
divorce and brought it into line with that obtaining on the Continent of 
Europe and in America. Unfortunately, when the Indian Divorce Act 
was enacted, we Avere still regarded as a dependency and a possession of 
England and Ave borroAved en bloc our laAvs and our procedure from the 
English laAV. It so happens tliat in the Indian Divorce Act, though it 
purports to be a codification of the Indian laAV of divorce, AAm find that 
there is a clause AAdiich makes the English laAv applicable to Indian cases. 
Noav,' Sir, the position of the Indian DiA'orce Act therefore is that it is tied 
to the ancient chariot Avheels of 'the British laAvs Avhich have remained 
unreformed for over a centurj', and this country suffers from the 
backAA’ardness of England in regard t'o man-iage laAvs. It is a fact AA^hich 
is recognised by eveiy bodj* on the Continent and it is a by-Avord Avith 
persons of all eh'ilised communities that England is the only country in 
the Avorld Avliich lags behind in this progressiA^e legislation dealing Avith' 
the laAV of husband and Avife. 

"Well, Sir, I am not going to Aveary the House by reading to it the 
passages from the Report of the Royal Commission appointed to consider 
this question, but I Avill sum up the conclusions of the Royal Commission 
in a feAv AAmrds. The Royal Commission said—remember that the-Judges 
of the Supreme Court dealing Avith thousands of divorce cases saf upon 
that Royal Commission and a great many laAvyers avIio had to deal 
Avith divorce cases AA^ere examined as witnesses by that Commission— 
after examining the CAddence, the Royal Commissioners permitted them- 
selA'es to say that in a majority of cases, dhmrce in England has become 
a put-up job, that the honesty AAdiich should be the backbone of marriage 
has been divorced from these divorce proceedings, and that for the pur¬ 
pose of remoAdug this lamentable anachronism from the English Statute- 
book it Avas necessary and indeed imperatUm that the English laAA^ of 
cliApree should be immediately reformed. . ' - - ' 
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Now, Sir, as I have said, in tihe Colonie.s becau.se they had laws o£ 
their own they have broken themselves free from the Engli.sh law and 
have brought their laws into conformity witli the Continental and 
American practice ; but on account of that unfortunate provision in the 
Indian Divorce Act, that tlie English law will be followed in the matter 
of Indian divorces, the Indian Government have not been able to do any¬ 
thing to reform its Statute-book so far as this law is concerned. Sir, I 
have introduced this Bill with a twofold object. I feel that the time 
has now come when India .should assert her i-ight of legi.siafing for her 
own people and should no longer be tied to the apron-string.s of England, 
depending for her laws on that distant land. But at the same time I 
feel as a lawyer that I do not wish to hasten the pace of Indian legisla¬ 
tion in a way which would in the slightest degree interfere with the vested 
rights of British residents in India. Speaking therefore as the author of 
this Bill, I wish to explain to tliis House how far my Bill ■will affect the 
British residents of India not domiciled here whom I have categorised as 
No. J in mj’’ classification. So far as these gentlemen are concerned, thej 
a^-e subject to the English law, and my intention is, Sir, if this Bill goes 
to Select Committee, to draw up a report and exclude them for the 
time being from the provisions of my Bill. ^ The eff ect of that would he 
that the opinion of the Europeans in India _ would be focussed on the 
report of the Select Committee ^and I hope, Sir,..... 

The Eevd. J. C. Chatterjee : Will you exclude Indian Christians 


Sir Hari Singh Gour : ■ I am coming to that. I am dealing "’ith 
British people now. This report, I hope, trill he pcrpseii hr people m 
Bnoland and will -serve as a farther incentive for the purpose of introdne- 
ing a teforming Divorce Bill in the House of Commons. That is my sole 
ebieef Now as regards the second class, namely, people who .arc domi- 
dled in this eoantri', that is to say, the European conainimity. Permanenll; 

domieiled in this country, I heg to submit that ™ i^ihe CotS 

tbpv should uot bring tbeir law into confoimity A\nh the yoionmi 

S 5bsr-te Sit Jtth 

t‘tnrot^stn 

St trdcsireA am K’'shSt; 

kt"Sr^tgim f. stall he prepared ,c do .hat also. 

Act of f have absolutely no connection ^uih 

eitmcns of tins Empire. , nurposes in the same pn-ition a.s tiic 

England .and rimy are for all PMC ^^ X„s,r„li„ ; ami if the modern 
colonists in Canada, .South rUrma^^.^^ ^ ^ j transfer to 

practice winch obtains in ^ M-oukl lo-e 

the Statute-book m enacted • evcrvthing to gain because 

anything by .it. They Indian Statute in conformity with 

they ^vill then have a Ain-nc So far as those married under the 
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country and h.as been overdue in England for several decades—if I may 
be permitted to add, for perhaps a century or more. 

Sir, I feel fortified in pressing this nlotion, because when I look a6 
the collective opinions which have been given upon mj^ Bill I find that 
while there is not a single opinion which has been given against the 
principle of my Bill the onlj^ objection that has been raised in certain 
quarters is that we must await the amendment of the English law before 
amending our own law. That of course, I admit, is a weighty objection 
and if the Select Committee desire that this !^ill should pend future 
legislation by the British House of Commons. I shall certainly not press 
for consideration of this Bill in this House after the Report of the Select 
Committee is published. Sir, I only de.sire to focus public opinion and 
so far as the first two classes of people are concerned—^British residents 
in India and the British domiciled community in this country—have 
already given them the assurance, which I repeat, that, if they'so desire, 
the Select Committee will merely record their opinion as to the utility 
of this Bill in this country and await the decision of the House of Com¬ 
mons on the English Divorce Act. So far as the three otlier communities 
are concerned, that objection cannot apply in their case and if the Select 
Committee decides that their practice should be brought into conformity 
with the laws of other civilised people, then. Sir, I would ask the Select 
Committee to amend the Bill so as to limit it to those classes and come 
here with a much limited Bill and ask this House to pass it into law. 

■> I hope, Sir, I have explained as clearly as I could the object I have in 
view and I ask the Honourable the Home hlember not to oppose my 
motion to go to a Select Committee, because "the nlotion is not a very 
ambitious one.' It is a motion which commits the House to no definite 
“ views beyond the abstract principle of the Bill which has been applauded 
by everybody’ to whom the Bill has gone for opinion. I will only read one 
line and that will satisfy the House that what I have said is perfectly 
correct. The General Secretary of the European Association, writing to 
the Government of India on this Bill, says that while the principle of the 
Bill so far as it affects Europeans which I have placed ip the first class, 
may be supported on the grounds of natural justice, public expediency 
and policy ” be suggests certain amendments, and the Honourable 
Members will find that the other communities whom we consulted also 
agree on the main principle of the Bill. I shall give very brief details : 
The Chief Commissioner, Delhi, says “ I approve of the Bill The Chief 
p favour of the Bill. The Associated Chambers 

®^0 iiot desire to express any views regarding the 
TvT certainly not opposed to it. The Chief Commissioner of 

be rvorth-West Frontier Province agrees with the general principles. 

omcial and non-official opinion is generally in favour of 
e Bill. In Bengal the High Court Judges say that this is a matter of 
poiu-y and they have no observations to offer on the Bill. Then 
opinion of Burma : while they agree with the principle of 
awaiting the decision of the British Parliament. In 
Fino- T + 1 , PipYmees, the Governor in Council agrees with the views of 
eon5-ov«5«i I int-roduce into the Indian Divorce Act 

tile Governei’m Ge decision of the English Parliament. In Bengal 
Governor m Council approves generally of the proposed Bill. In 
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Miidia.s, His Excellency tlie Grovernor in Pnnn/tji • « ■ • 

decision on Lord Buekma.ster’s BiU shoul^briimr^ 

measure is proceeded ivith_^Rir T -jm i beiore the above 

-If the Select Committee LeSi tlm tiuu course, 

and passed after the Hou.se of Com non!\L'“declded tin ' '' 


Bid Promnces: the Governor in Council is in favour of the 

Bill. ^ All the Judges are m favour of the Bill. 


Bombay : the Governor agrees ivith the Judges of the High Court. 

Judicial Commissioners of Sind are in favour of the Bill. 

1 premature, and that tliev must 

aivait the decision of the House of Commons. 


. Punjab : the Governor in Council agrees vuth the vieivs expre.s->ed 
by Mr. Justice Addison. Mr. Justice Addison says that the Bill un¬ 
doubtedly represents educated modern opinion on the suh,iect and there 
is much to be said in favour of it. That is the view of the Government 
of the Punjab, 


Then there is Anally another letter from the Government of Bengal 
at page 24 of the compilation to which I have already adverted. 

I have told the House, therefore, that in the collected compilation 
embodying the opinions of the various representative bodies and Govern¬ 
ments, the unanimity is in favour of the principle of my Bill, while 
very weighty opinion is in favour of the view that before taking any ' 
decisive action in the matter we should await the decision of the Brilish 
Parliament. Well, Sir, if this Bill goes to the Select Committee and the 
Select Committee publishes its Report and advises recirculation, I .shall^ 
be agreeable to adopt that course, and we have very valuable opinion 
in this country that it would draw the attention of the people at Home 
to a feeling in the matter which, I submit, may bring about the acceleration 
of that measure which has long been pending in the British House of 
Commons. I therefore submit that this House should not I'csist the 
motion which I have the honour to move. 


Sir, I move. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty-Five Miiiute.s 
to Three of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch_ at Twenty-Five liliiiutcs to 
Three of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr President : The House will now resume the further discussion of 
the following motion of Sir Hari Singh Gour . 

« That the Bi]] further to amciuJ the IntlinTi Divorce Act be referred to a Select 
Committee. ” . _ 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar {Horae Member) : Mr. President, I 
resret that I find it incumbent upon me to oppose tins mo^on. I do not 
propose to deal with the intrinsic and fundamental merits of Sir Hsiri Sjn^ 
Gour’s Bill. In'those provisions there is a great deal of winch enlightened 
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opinion will approve, but with these issues I do not at present projiose to 
deal. I propose to deal with what seems to me the immediate and prac¬ 
tical issue before the House, namely, whether it is expedient and desirable 
that steps should be taken to enact the iirovisions of the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s Bill. As I propose to speak on, and to confine myself solely to. that 
narrow, throug’h very important, issue, I do not think it will be necessary 
for me to detain the House at any length. I have three principal points 
to lay before the House for its comsideration. The fii-st relates to the pre¬ 
sent .state of the law ; the second to the absence of any demand for the 
amendment of the law from the communities directly and immediately con¬ 
cerned ; and the third to the eft'eet of a reference to a Select Committee. As 
regards the finst point, I take it that all Honourable Slembers ai’e aware 
that under section 7 of the Indian Divorce Act all courts in India granting 
reliefs under that Act are required to conform to the principles and pi’ae- 
tice of the English law in the matter. There have been anomalies in that 
law. In recent 3 'ears thei" came speeialh- info prominence and again, as 
Honourable klembers are aware, the recent legislation carried put with a 
good deal of effort and labour has resulted in removing those anomalies and 
uncertainties. Apart from the general provision, .section 7 of the Indian 
Divorce Act, which laj’S down the pi'inciples and practice which the courts 
generally shall adopt in the administration of the law in India, T would also 
remind the House that, so far as persons of English and Seotish domicile 
ai’e concerned, that principle was reaffirmed in the Indian Colonial Divorce 
Jurisdiction Act, which provides that, in respect of persons having a 
Scottish or English domicile, the grounds on which a decree of dissolu¬ 
tion of such a marriage ma.y be granted b^’^ any of the courts having 
jurisdiction in India shall be those on which such decree may be granted by 
the High Court in England according to the law for the time being in force 
in England ; and any such court in exercising such jurisdiction shall act on 
principles and rules as nearlj^ as may be conformable to those on which 
the High Court in England acts and gives relief. Noav, Sir, my iioint is 
that, in the present state of affairs, we have a law in the matter which is 
perfectly clear, perfectly uniform and perfectly free from doubt. How, 
I think it would he very undesirable, as thing.s at present stand, to disturb 
that state of affairs. I will read to the House some observations passed on 
the Bill bjT an Honourable Judge of the Patna High Court which seem to 
me veri’^ pertinent : 


* 1 , ot the proposed Bill of Sir Hari Siiigli Gour would 

be that Indian Courts would he granting decrees of dissolution of marriage (thus 
affecting status of parties whieh it is important to remember) on two different grounds : 

lat IS to sa}', to Christians (British born), who could for certain reasons claim to 
nare an Indian domicile in the legal sense, on grounds much in advance of those for 
v iich a similar decree could be given in England at the present time, and to tlie same 
class of people, but probably officers and officials who, although resident of India, conld 

strict legal sense, on grounds the same as those 
Bin frniim J®stneted) for which a decree would he granted in England. The 
and that in mtroduce differences between the law of Divorce in England 

matrimonial eaiicpc no* i* yould have the effect of creating differences in the law in 
♦ * # Ti to different sets of Clirisfcians in India itself. * ^ 

in India on crounds ^ interests of the community to grant divorces 

relief in England, even if Indrt^wew Ifparties could obtain the same 

posed Bill, thus ik effect ? a self-governing. Dominion. But to pass the pro- 

of,marriage to persons nrofeRcii^ff jurisdietion to grant dissolution 

probably-lead® t^o aof■ iu-advisable and would 

large number of collusive petitions, as it would be a great tempta- 
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tion to the parties desiring to dissolve their inarriajre for reacMKi „ 11 

them to a decree of dissolution in England, to allege an Indian 5 oi<ile -’ ” ’ 

Well Sir, my point, so far, is this, that the latv at prc-ent is- clear 
certain and inform that the enactment of Sir Hari Singh Gour’s Bill 

m advance of legislation in Great Britain tvonld inlrodiiee an element of 
very strong discrepancy. t-itmezii ui 


I now pass on to what from the practical point of view is perhaps the 
most important consideration of all. Any kind of legislation which iim 
pinps upon social customs, usages and status ought not to he undertaken 
gTeatest caution and deliberation, and that is particularly true 
of the law relating to divorce, It regulates the most intimate personal rela¬ 
tions of the community aifeeted. Before Ihe House can reasonably he a.sked 
to accept this measure, I venture to say that it ought to .stipulate that 
tligj'e should be a rea.sonable body of evidence to show that the communities 
concerned desire an amendment of the law. (Hear, hear). Now. Sir, 
there is no evidence of that kind before us. Nearly every Local Govern' 
ment has expressed the same vieAV, the view which I think most of us will 


naturally entertain, namely, that there is much that is admirable in tlie 
specific provisions of the Bill but there is not the slightest evidence that 
the persons affected desire any amendment. Bo far as non-official opinion 
is concerned, that is to say, non-Governraent opinion is concerned. I notice 
that the Archdeacon of Calcutta, the Bishop of Lahore and various other 
ecclesiastical authorities have expressed their strong opposition to the Bill. 
1 frankly recognise that in all creeds and denominations there is a tendency 
for ecclesiastical opinion to be very conservative. 


Sir-Hari Singh Grour : Are they in favour of any divorce at all '! 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Nevertheless, I think it is reasonable 
for us to take notice of that fact, because the Archdeacon of Calcutta and 
the Bishop of Lahore might reasonably be presumed to be in very close 
touch with, and to repre.sent faithfully, the o])inions and desires of their 
people, and the same point of view has been expressed by them. 1 note tliat 
the European Association of Bengal have expressed precisely that view. 
The European Association is definitely of opinion that legislation .should 
not be undertaken prior to a strong indication on the part of the public 
affected that such reform is desirable. 

Now', Sir, I am not impinging on or in any -way traversing the intrinsic 
merits of Sir Hari Singh Gonr’s measure when I .say that there is no 
evidence from the point of view of the demand from the comnumitie.s 
directl.y and deeply affected for the enactment of any .such measure. 
T I'epcat that that is a point of view' to which the ITou.se ought to "B'o Ihe 
very greatest ■weight. 

I no'w pass to m5' third, m^’’ concluding point. Sir Hari Singh Gour 
has made, what I hope I may call ■without any suggestion of offence, an 
extremely dexterous appeal to the House. He suggested that if the Hou<a 
refers this Bill to a Select Committee it does not really oommit itself to any" 
tiling more tTian approving the principle of the Bill, and indeed lie .said he 
would he content with that. I would point out—at any rate this is tbe 
view I take of the ease—I would point out that when this liouse refers tbe 
Bill to a Select Committee it does something more than merely ain)rove the 
principle of the Bill. A motion of that kind earned by tins House un- 
doubtedlv also imports the intention of this House that the Bill so rtmrre 
should proceed through its normal stages to enactment. .Sir Han bmgii 
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Gour has said that his main object in moving this motion is to focus public 
opinion. Well, I venture to suggest to him that by the moving speech 
made by him in this House, by the public speech made by him on the floor 
of this House he has achieved his object. 1 do not think that the achieve¬ 
ment of that object v/ould be in any way facilitated or carried further by 
a reference to Select Committee. The Select Committee would sit in private, 
the Bill will be discussed round a table, but so far as that publicity is con¬ 
cerned, that focussing of public opinion, that stimulation of public opinion 
Y hich- Sir Hari Singh Gour desires, he will achieve nothing more than what 
I think he has already very effectively achieved. I therefore oppose this 
motion. (Applause.) 

Mr. President : Does the Honourable Mover wish to withdraw his 
motion ? 

Sir Hari Singh. Gour ; Yes, Sir. After hearing the speech of the 
Honourable the Home Member I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

(At this stage Colonel J. D. Crawford rose in his place.) 

Mr. President : Does the Honoui’able Member wish to oppose the 
motion for leave to withdraw ? 

^Colonel J. D. Crawford (Bengal ; European) : I would like to 
place on record the views of the community which I represent. 

Mr. President : If the Honourable Member wishes to oppose this 
motion for leave to withdraw he is perfectly within his right to do so. 

Colonel J. B'. Crawford : My object in rising to oppose this motion 
for leave to withdraw the motion is this. Here is a piece of social reform 
very closely affecting a minority community in this country and it appears 
to me to be my duty as a representative of that community to place on record 
the views of our community on the particular measure which Sir Hari Singh 
Gour has brought before the House. There is no doubt that the wider 
grounds for divorce, which Sir Hari Singh Gour has incorporated in his 
Bill have a certain amount of general support, but we in India are faced 
with the fact that the introduction of grounds of divorce which are differ¬ 
ent from those admissible in England would cause very great confusion to 
the European community in this country. 

Mr. President Order, order. The Honourable Member must confine 
his remaiics to the motion now before the House, namely, that leave be 
given to Sir Hari Singh Gour to withdraw his motion. If the Honoural»le 
Member confines himself to criticisms of that motion he will he in order. 

Colonel J. D. Crawford : My point is simply this, that yon will see 
that the representative of a minority community in this House has had an 
opportunity of expressing his opinion on the Bill which my Honourable 
friend has brought forward, in order that that opinion may be placed on 
record. I trust, 'Sir, that you will uphold our rights in this matter. 

Presdent : The Honourable Member cannot discuss the question 
raised by tbe Bill on this motion. I have confined the debate only to the" 
as motion and T propose to put it to the vote. If the Honourable Member 

^ ^sfeat that motion, he will be in a much better position to 
place all^ vi ews on the Bill on record. ' 

Speech not corrected by the Honour.able Member. 
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The Jlevd. J. 0, Ohatterjee (Nominated : Indian Christians) : T oppose 
the motion for withdrawal for this reason, that I desire that this motion 
should be defeated on tlie floor of the House, and therefore 1 ask youi- in¬ 
dulgence to let us place before the House the views of the communities that 
are going to be mainly affected by it so that the House may he able to reject 
this motion on the floor of the House and show that the proposed legislation 
"is not wanted. 

Mr. President ; If the Honourable llember is fortunate enough to 
convince the House to defeat this motion, he wiil certainly be entitled to put 
•hll his views on record. Does the Honourable Member oppo.se tlie motion 
■for withdraival ? 


■ The Eevd. J C. Chatterjee .- I oppose the motion for withdrawal be¬ 
cause I do desire it to be defeated. 


t.' Mr. President ; The Honourable Member can only speak on the last 
motion. If that motion is defeated then the original motion will be open to 
debate. 

■J , ' Mr. 0. S.' Ranga Iyer (Eohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : After bearing the few words from my gallant 
friend, I think it is but fair that this motion for withdrawal should be 
defeated so that the opinions of minorities could be placed on record. That 
is a sulSoient reason for defeating the withdrawal of this motion. 

Mr. President ; The question is ; ' • 

“ That leave be given to Sir Hari Singb Gour to wtlulraw bi.<? Bill.” 

The motion was negatived. 


^Colonel J. D. Crawford j Sir, I have to thank the House for the 
opportunity given to a minority community to express its opinion on a 
problem of particular importance to itself. I hope the precedent now 
created wiil be one that will always be maintained. The Ilonoutable Sir 
Hard Singh Gour is known to the House as an ardent social reformer on all 
matters. He has now .spiked his guns upon matters which very largcij 
affect my own eommnnity. I might say that I welcome the fact that bir 
•Hari Singh Gour is an ardent social reformer, and in most cases 1 am in¬ 
clined to side with him. In fact the grounds which he would desire to add to 
those already exi.sting are not ones to whieli we are opposed ni principle. 
For instance, my own Association has said, that the ca.se for giving ine. e 
additional grounds may be supported on the grounds of natural justice, 
public expediency and policy, and that shows that they theinsehes are no 
generally opposed to an advance in this matter. But we do mid ourse v« 
in a diflieultv. The introduction into the Indian Dn-orce Act of additional 
grounds for divorce differing from position which we arc 
English law to occupy will make for confusion ; and I mj sen > m 
aware of the confusion which arose only .some four or five years ago a td ^ 
the great difficulty r^^<^ed upon certain people and I am not ansioiis to we 
that those difficulties should again ari.se in thus ease. So lar as t c re 
dontial European is concerned, he is. so far as out kpl 
ject to the Indian Divorce Act with regard to judicial 
for re.stituti0D of conjugal rights, and it would obviously 
he should be able to get judicial,separation on 
those on which he could get it m his own country. It is ohMo«sl> 


^Speceb not coweriefl bj the HonmirnWe Member. 
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improper position and one'Avhieh 1 am quite certain the House would,not 
agree to. Then, when we come to the question of those Europeans domiciled 
in this eountrj'-, I in my capaeitj’’ as General Secretary of tlie European Asso¬ 
ciation was called upon to consult European opinion throughout the whole 
of India, and we did not receive anj’- replies which showed us that there 
was aoy real demand for this particular reform at the moment, with the 
j'esult that it would be unwise to support legislation for wdiich there is no 
real public demand. On those grounds we suggested in our reply that the 
present legislation Avas premature and Ave considered that in the main legis¬ 
lation of this nature should generally be initiated by Government itself. 
Noav those are the reasons AA’hieli make us believe that at the moment it is 
injudicious to carry this Bill to the final stages of enactment ; and if 
Ave are not prepared to go that far and do not thi’nk that it is 
desirable to go that far at present, surely it AA'ould serA’e no useful purpose 
in going to a Select Committee even though aa’c had the assurance of the 
moA'er of the Bill that he would exclude Europeans and domiciled Europeans 
from it and that his only purpose to-day Avas to focus public opinion on 
this matter. I think, in so far as my community is conceimed, aa^ must 
aAvait reform in England before Ave undertake a reform of this nature in: 
our diAtiree laAvs in this country, and I trust we will get the support of the 
Hou.'.e to that suggestion, that is, that aa'c should Avait for reform in England, 
before we undertake reform out here. 


Mr. 0 . S. Ranga Iyer : Sir. the Honourable Member from. Nagpur has 
3 no doubt giA'en evidence of his remarkable enthusiasm 

for social reform. But in this particular Bill I am' 
afraid the Honourable Member has displayed a desire not for social 
reform but social rcAmlution. Sir, so far as society in any part of the 
world is concerned, it is generally conservative. Even in the United 
States of America students of Judge Lindsay’s publications Avill bear 
out that he has more opponents than friends even in that trans-Atlantie 
Ccntinent Avdiere social refoim is supposed to come in a flood. In this 
conservathm ^country, much as some of the Anglicised people may applaud' 
the Honourable gentleman’s desire for social revolution, he Avill meet 
with resistance from, the people at large ; and so long as this House re¬ 
presents public opinion I am afraid he cannot get a Amte of support from 
this House ; and when a minority, a very strong minority, is entrenched' 
on our side, I do not think the Honourable IMember could do anything’ 
better than in Shakespeare’s language “like a crab baclcAvard He 
wanted a AA’ithdrawal ; he did not get it, I hope he aaoU make no- more 
attempts at social revolution. It is as well that the Honourable gentle¬ 
man has feet to climb instead of AA’ings to soar, and by sIoav degrees, by, 
more and more, he can climb to the submit of our times. 


The Revd. J. C. Chatterjee ; I regret I have to oppose the motion- 
Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Gonr. I am very sorrj' 
pWovfc to do so, especially as I admire A'ery miieh the great 

Viic mntinr. making at social reform. My reasons for opposing 

•The first Pi’osent Bill to Select Committee are three-fold, 

and I aHII Honourable the Home Membew 

II Hari -slth ^ to say that now that 

Europeans and declared his intention of excluding dohiieiled' 

Auiaer the Act he has referred to do not desire' divorce,. 
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onty commun^y that ^ really going to be af?ected, and very largely 
affected by this Bill, is the Anglo-Indian community and mv own eom- 
annnity, namely, the Indian Christian community, which is of'course 
-much larger than the other communities likely to be affected bv this Bill 

I say as the General Secretary of iJie 
^Undia Association of Indian Christians that in our eominunitv there 
has not been any considerable desire whatever for any amendment in the 
Boeial law which Sir Hari Singh Gour very kindly wants to force U])on 
ns. I ask him to mention any instances where any resiionsible leaders 
of our community^, who will as I have said be mostly affected by this Bill, 
have asked for any such reform. Should such a reform he demanded it 
would come very much better either from Government or from member.^ 
of communities that are likely to be affected by this Bill. Therefore. 
Sir, I submit that since there is no demand for this Bill and it is unwanted, 
it ought not to have been brought up. 


Secondly, I feel it Is my duty to oppose it very strongly because I 
believe that if this Bill were enacted into law, it would be divorcing 
religion still further from the social every day life of our people. Now, 
Sir, the majority of Christians in this land, whatever their denomination 
and whatever their nationality may be, are mari’ied by the Christian 
ceremony of marriage. That ceremony, as is very well Icnown. lays down 
that when a man and a woman agree upon marriage, thej' should come to 
the Church with full knowledge of all that the contract entails, and have 
to promise that they vdll stick to each other till death do them part. 
But if Sir Hari Singh Gour’s Bill were tO’ be passed into law, all those 
people who seek divorce under this Act—1 hope there will be very few— 
will really have been perjuring themselves at wimt ought to be regarded 
as the most solemn moment of a mans life. If this Bill were passed it 
would be more honest to amend the marriage service to read, instead of 
" till death do us part ” into a pi'oraise that the contracting parties talce 
each other till one or other of them becomes insane or epileptic or is 
committed to jail or acquire.s the habit of drunkenness, and .so forth. 
This would make the marriage service an extremely unwieldy and ludicrous 
ceremony. 


Then again on religious grounds 1 feel I must absolutely oppose it, 
because to the majority of Christians in this land, and especinll}'' to l!ie 
Roman Catholic Church, marriage is a sacrament. It is therefore not 
right that we should at any time support a-Bill that strilces at the 
very root of that idea, and I believe strikes at the very root of society. It 
may be that some people do desire certain clianges in the law of divorce, 
but after all it is the thin edge of the wedge, and once thi.s proee.ss i.s 
started we do not know where it uill end, and to md mind tlie Honour¬ 
able Mr. Ranga Iyer has put it rightly when he .said that if would mean 
a revolution in society. 


Finally, I would oppose it on another grounds, namely, that T be¬ 
lieve it to be premature. Althougli Lord Birkenhead and the Tlou‘«-e 
of Lords will consider it a compliment that my gallant friend _cnnsidcr.x 
them more enlightened than the House of Comraon.s, I.still believe 
that the House of Commoms is the true representative of the 
British nation, and I submit that if public opinion in Englana 
had really desired an advance on the divorce 
have been'found other reformers who would have pressed-it. m the Housl 
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of Commons. Can vre really believe that a measure discussed by.a RoyaR 
Commission could not have been brought forward merely because of. 
pressure of business 1 I am sorry that my friend is so enamoured of 
.certain practices that prevail on the Continent of Europe and on the 
Continent of America, but I do believe with the Archbishop of York, who 
headed the minority on the Royal Commission, that the existing English 
law is the soundest on this subject. I therefore submit ■ that 
we in this country; have no desire to advance so rapidly as they have done 
in certain other countries Avhich my friend so much admires. I sincerely 
hoiie that this Bill will be rejected once and for all. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney (Nominated : Anglo-Indians) : SSir, 
representing as I do a minority community in this House, I wish to say • 
a few tvords on the Bill before the House as presented by that social tier- 
former—I mean social reformer—Bir Hari Singh Gour. My remai’ks 
will be very brief. I wish to associate mj-self with the remarks made 
by my Honourable and gallant friend. Colonel Crawford. While I 
readily admit that no religiou.s ceremony such as the one connected 
with that of marriage ever meant the wedding bells to he converted 
into funeral hells, and Avhile I am in agreement Avith the necessitj' of 
introducing into the Indian Divorce Act the A-ai-ious points mentioned in 
section 3 of Sir Hari Singh Gour’s amended Act ; I support w'hat CoL 
Crawford has said Avith regard to the resulting confusion of having 
tAvo distinct legislations on divorce—one in England and another in 
India. Though Governihent did not ask for the opinion of the Anglo- 
Indian and Domiciled European Association, I consulted many mem¬ 
bers of my community,- and the consensus of opinion is that the 
amended Bill of Sir Hari Singh Gour is a very excellent one but it is 
bound to lead to great confusion in certain marriages contracted by 
members of my community, and it is mainly for this reason that I 
oppose the Bill and-would advise the Mov'er to Avait till the alteration is 
made in Epgland. I think Sir Hari Singh Gour would have been belter 
adA'ised- had.he waited and not pushed the matter to the extent of being, 
as it were, compelled to wuthdraAv his Bill. If I maj’' be permitted, I 
should like to give him a little piece of advice in the shape of a little 
story. 

Mr. President : Order, order, the Honourable Member may do it 
in the lobby. (Laughter). 

Lieut.-Col. H. A. J, Gidney : I do not think I need go to the lobby 
for this purpose. It is quite an innocuous story 1 can assure you and 
I think, Mr. President, even you Avill agree with this when I sum it up 
as meaning : 

“ Leave well alone ”. 

• Hari Singh Gour : I hope the minority communities have suffi¬ 
ciently ventnated their Auews, and I therefore renew my request. 

Mr. President ; The question I have to put is : 

Committed f«rtlier to amend the Indian Divorce Act be referred to a Select • 

The motion- was negatived. 




THE INDIAN PENAL CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 
(Amendment of Section 43.) 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : Sir> the motion 
that stands in the agenda in my name is that the BiU further to amend the 
Indian Penal Code be taken into consideration. 

But, Sir, with your permission, I propose to move that the Bill 
further to amend the Indian Penal Code be referred to a Select Com-, 
mittee. 

Sir, the Bill which I propose now to be referred to a Select Com¬ 
mittee is a very simple one. The object of the Bill has been sufficientlj' 
explained in Die Statement of Objects and Reasons. I think that T 
should on this occasion say only a few words to explain my object in 
bringing forward this Bill and also to explain what the Bill contains. 
You know. Sir, that the working elasses all over the world are poor 
and when they have to protect their interests against their employers, 
who are generally very rich and also politically influential, it is neces¬ 
sary for them that they should act in a concerted manner. individual 
worker cannot protect his interests against an individual employer, so 
the worker finds that it is necessary for him to join other workers and 
thus act all together. Concerted action is taken on some occasions 
through their trade unions which are either registered or sometimes 
unregistered. But in a country like India where the workers are 
illiterate and ignorant, on a large number of occasions they have to 
take concerted action without any permanent organisation. When the 
workers act in a concerted manner according to the present laws some 
of their actions are considered to be illegal. Unfortunately, the laws are 
made by the Government, which is influenced by capitaii.sts, and the 
workers have very little voice in passing these laws. Not onlj’^ are 
their actions made illegal by the present laws, but also when the}’- take 
these actions jointly or in a concerted manner, even such civil actions 
are treated as criminal conspiracy. Sir, the workers suffered from this 
injustice for many years, but at last in European countries, especially 
in England, some relief was given to them. The workers were given 
an immunity from suffering the consequences of some of their .actions 
taken during trade disputes or in furtherance of trade disputes even 
though these actions were taken jointly or in a concerted manner. 
For instance, in England they got some immunity by the Act of 1871, 
the Act which enabled unions to be registered. Then by the Act of 
1875, the Act known as the Conspiracy and Protection of Property Act 
of 1875, as amended by the Trade Disputes Act of 1906, immunity was 
given both from the consequences of civil conspiracy as well as from 
the consequences of criminal conspiracy. Sir, I propose to read the 
English law on this subject as it is given in a circular is.sued by the 
Government of India on the 12th September 1921 on the subject of 
legislation for the protection of trade unions. I am reading this from 
the circular because there should be no question about the law being 
correctly stated. The English law on the subject is contained in sec¬ 
tion 3 of the Conspiracy and Protection of Property Act of 1875 as 
modified by section 1 of the Trade Disputes Act of 1906. As thus 
amended the laAv reads : 

“ An .ngreemenf or combination bv two or-more persons to do or procure to I.e done 
any act in coutemplntion or furtherance of a tr.ade di.spule shall not bo punish.-ibl" as 
conspiracy if such act committed by one person would uot be pun:sliabk> ns a enme. 

( 373 ) 
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This gives immunity from the criminal consequences. Immunity from 
the civil consequences is contained in the following : 

“ An act done in pursuance of an agreement or combination by two or more 
persons shall, if done in contemplation or furtherance of a trade dispute not be action¬ 
able unless the act when done without such combination or agreement is action¬ 
able. ” - 

So you will see, Sir, that the English law gives the workers acting 
together in furtherance or in contemplation of trade disputes, immunity 
from the consequences of the law regarding civil conspiracy and 
criminal conspiracy also. 

. The Indian Act, called the Registration of Trade Unions Aet, also 
gives immunity from the consequences of civil conspiracy and criminal 
conspiracy to the members and officers of registered Trade Unions. The 
sections of the Aet which contain this law are sections 17 and 18 of 
that Act. I shall read sectioji 17 only because mj" Bill is concerned with 
that portion. 

“ No officer or member pf a registered trade union shall be liable to piiulshment 
under sub-seetiou (s?) of section 120B of the Indian Pen.al Code in respect of any 
agreement made between the members for the purpose of furthering any such object 
.of the trade union as is specified in section 15 unless the agreement is au agreement to 
commit au oSence. ” 


^Section 18 gives immunity to the members and officers of registered 
trade unions and to trade unions from civil suits in certain cases. 

Now, Sir, my Bill is a very modest one. I am not suggesting that 
the Trade Unions, their members and their officers' should be tree from 
the consequences of civil conspiracy when the acts are civil. What my 
Bill proposes to do is that when two or more workers act in a con¬ 
certed manner- and when their .acts are interpreted according to the 
piesent law., as illegal, their acts should not constitute a criminal 
.conspiracy."’ Tam not suggesting that their acts should not he treated as 
a civil conspiracy. 


" '■ Sir Hari Singh Gour : There is no such thing as a civil conspiracy. 

■' Mr. N. M. Joshi.: Very good ; I am glad to hear that. But I am 
suggesting that those civil acts when taken in a concerted manner 
should not be treated as a criminal conspiracy. When the acts them¬ 
selves are civil they should not be treated as a crime simply because] the 
acts were done in a concerted manner by more than two persons. 
is my Bill, and as I have stated, it is a Bill which removes one-oi the 
injustices which we find in our legislation. Some people i-hink that 
this Bill is a concession. It is a wrong idea that this Bill gives any 
concession. This Bill removes one of the injustices which we find in 
the present law, and if the removal of an injustice is a concession, then 
n^ Bill is seeking to give a concession. This .Bill seeks to achieve the 
object which I have placed before this House just now, in the manner 
2 nfiotely, by adding a proviso to section 43 

+V,- ^ Penal Code. I have made this provision because I thpiight 

■Rut ^ T auf manner in which my object could he achieved, 

^uite rendv . to-day_ only with the'.principle of the Bill, I am 

of thk Uoi'icA opinions and .the suggestions of thC Members 

of this House as to how -my object should be achieved. 
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Sir Hari Singh Gout : Your motion is for eoiisideration. 

m. N. M. Joshi ; The Honourable Member ^vas perhaps absent from 
this House when I made-this motion. The Bill wa.s introduced and 
eircrilated Opmion^s have been received and I have read the n A 
good number of opinions are in favour of my Bill. I have to admit 
that some of the opinions are against my Bill. But, Sir, after readiim 
these opinions I found that most of the opinions against mv Bill are 
expressed through prejudice and for want of proper study of mv Bill. 
If you go through those opinions you will find not any‘discus‘:‘ion or 
criticism of the provisions of the Bill, but absolutelj’ iirelevant maltcr.s. 
Some say that if my Bill is passed there would not be much encourage¬ 
ment for the registration of trade unions. Some say that my Bill cannot 
be a good one because there is unrest in the coimtr.v, and any Bill 
introduced into the Legislature in favour of workers at this time must 
be a bad Bill. Some say that in England tliere is a tendency for tiglifen- 
ing legislation against ivorkers and it is wrong in India, in their opinion, 
to relax the restrictions placed upon the workers. Then tbei’c arc 
other reasons given—there is an officer who suggests that the Bill must 
be a bad one because it proceeds from me, from a gentleman who lias 
received money from Moscow. 


Sir Hati Singh Gour : Is not that a good reason ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; In my judgment this is a very irrelevant considera¬ 
tion. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Is it true ? 


Mv. N. M. Joshi : I do not wish on this occasion to go into that que=- 

tion. 


Sir Victor Sassoon : Why not ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I shall make only one remark on that : 1 have yet 
to know a man who treats money as untouchable ou account of the source 
from which it comes. As a matter of fact, Sir, perbajis you may know 
that most countries in Europe are against Russia, not because they do not 
want her money, but because they do not get mouey from Mo^^cow which 
they wanted. Sir, I .shall deal with that subject Avbcn somebody eL«c 
starts it in this House. 

Another man .says that the Bill must be a bad one because perhajis T 
am seeking to protect myself and my other colleague.s wlio arc taking part 
in the textile workers’ fight in Bomki)’. Sir, I do not uant this Ilou'-e to 
be influenced by such opinions expressed by people, not from knowledce 
hilt on account of prejudice. I have already explained, Sir. what my Bill 
is. That the Bill is desirable, namely, that it is necessary to give imraunities 
to the workers, is proved by the very fact that Government themselves hi'ne 
given immunitj' to the members of registered trade unmns. and I onl.v ask 
that this immunity should be given to the other workers, riierefnrc, no¬ 
body here can be nzainst the immunitv itself, because the Government them¬ 
selves have given that immunity to the member.s and officers of regi<=1ered 
trade unions. Therefore, the only objection which some people tak<' 
is that the immunitv .should not be given to others. Now, Sir, I do not 
know why if immunity is necessaiu' for the mcraber.s and ofucers of repi- 
tered trade unions, it is not desirable for tho<ie wlio do not orgam<;e them¬ 
selves into a union or a trade union or a reuisterod trade union. Sir. vou 

LSiLA 
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know, and tke House Itnows, that in our country the workers have been kept 
ignorant, and I do not think that any Member of this House will hold the 
workers responsible for their ignorance and for their illiteracy. If any¬ 
body is responsible for their ignorance and illiteracjp it is the Government 
itself, and. Sir, some of us also for not having done our duty towards them. 
You cannot therefore penalise the workers, because they have not organised 
themselves into a registered trade union on account of their ignorance and 
illiteracy. Moreover, the very fact that in England when immunity was 
given it was not given to members and officers of registered trade unions or 
of any trade unions, but immunity was given to all workers who do certain 
things in furtherance of trade disputes is a good reason that the same thing 
should be done here. I do not know why that immunity should be restricted 
to the members of registered trade unions in this country. Some people 
say that if you give immunity to all, where is encouragement for the registra¬ 
tion of trade unions ? I am not at all against the registration of trade 
miions, and that fact can be proved easily. The Indian law for the regis¬ 
tration of trade unions was enacted as a result of a Resolution which I had 
myself moved in the Legislative Assembly. So the House can rest assured 
that I am not at all against the registration of trade unions. But what I 
feel. Sir, is this, that registration cannot or should not be made a reason for 
denjdng to the workers some of the immunities if they do not form them¬ 
selves into registered trade unions. Let the unions be registered as it is 
a good thing to register a union. But some people may not jegister their 
trade unions, and some may suffer from the misfortune of not being mem¬ 
bers of any union. I therefore think. Sir, that there is not much force in 
the argument that we should not give these immunities to the workers 
because there will not be any encouragement for I’egistration. Moreover, 
Sir, the real encouragement for registi-ation does not consist of the immuni¬ 
ties given ; the real advantage of registration is that the union gets a cor¬ 
porate eapaeitj* so that the union can Iiold property and sue and can be sued. 
(Sir Victor Sassoon : “ That is one of the disadvantages ”.) Sir, this is 
the advantage of registering a trade union. There may be other advantages, 
sucli as that some employers who want to refuse recognition to some unions 
can do so on the ground that the union is not a registered one. And, Sir, 
the Govermnent of India thought that tlie greatest advantage of the legis¬ 
lation was that the employers would recognise the union. When the Gov¬ 
ernment of India issued that circular they never Giought that these immuni¬ 
ties wety a i-eal encouragement for registration. But they thought this, 
that unions will be eneonraged to register because that will give them recog¬ 
nition. I shall read, Sir, onty a few' sentences from the circular issued by 
the Government of India in 1921. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : What has that got to do w'ith the Bill in hand ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; Well, Sir, 1 Avill tell vou Avhat that has got to do 
with it. 


Registration will give a legal iceognition to the union with definite rights and 
prnuleges whicli unregistered unions do not possess. ITor instance, unregistered unions 
might find it aimcult .to obtain the recognition of einplovers. ’ ’ 


So not encouragement will be lost by passing this Bill. The 
register trade unions consists in various other factors 
iSelf Then, Sir, the present law 

’ to the member.s and officers of registered trade 
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unions, does not really give much to the registered trade unions because in 
the present circumstanees even registered unions, when they have to act 
.together in a trade dispute, have to act with peoi>le %vho are'not members 
of registered trade unions. There arc hardly any regi.stered trade unions 
in India which include all the workers in one industry. For instance, in 
the textile industry in Bombay, we have registered trade unions, but even 
these registered trade unions all put together cannot have more than say 
one-tenth of the total textile workers of Bombay as members. So what is 
the value of the immunity given to the registered trade unions when in a 
trade dispute the largest number of people are not members of the regis¬ 
tered trade.unions ? 


Mr. President : Order, order. I have given the Honourable Member 
sufficient latitude. I hope he will bring his remarks to a close. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Well, Sir, I am explaining the objects of my Bill, 
and I hope you will show me the indulgence of letting me complete my 
explanation of the objects of my Bill. There are one or two other remarks 
which I would like to make. That law, on account of which the civil acts 
of workers are treated as a criminal conspiracy is a recent Act. That Act 
was passed in the year 1913. • Before 1913, section 120-A. and B. of the 
Penal Code did not exist and no harm was done before 1913 because section 
120-A and B did not exist. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : There was a law of abetment. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Well, Sir, my friend, Sir Hari Singli Gour, thinks 
of the law of abetment. But if the law of abetment had served uiut pui* 
nose the Government of India would not have been unwise enough to pass 
leo'islation enacting section 120-A and B. Sir, tliat i.s a recent legislation. 
Before 1913 civil acts done in connection with a trade dispute could not 
have become criminal conspiracies even though they were done m a con¬ 
certed manner, and before 1913, no disaster fell upon this country. 1 
therefore think that by passing my Bill the country is not going to 
nmeh As a matter of fact, the country will gam something because the 
workers in this country will get freedom to act m a manner which vill 
enable them to protect their interests. I therefore, thmlc, Sir. that thr 

legislation of 1913, which made civil acts of Jhjfilie 

; criminal conspiracies must now be amended and I trust that tln.s llou.c 

wiU approve of my BiU. _ 

There is only one word more that I would Hkc to fy, 0"^ 

-m n n hind of safemiard provided in the Criminal Pioceduie C 

cutioiis require the sanction of ‘J' Yc nio^Oovcrnino or 

a safeguard when the TK the Indian capi- 

when the Government happei ^ it is quite po.ssiWe that on 

talists. Bun Sn^ we m:e ^ tp. 

many .occasions, m industi r P Govermncnl of India, tlw 

employer. In many influence with the Government of Die da>-. 

capitalists may haie a y. J i;f„„,,«rd is an illnsorv one, and perhaps, day 
I therefore f'Sf |So tk beean the ee,iit,nlists of il..< 

is'Govemment. and ihoretore .he ,.tree.,ar.nhet 

' ' I,S4IjA 
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tjie prosecution requires the sanction of Government is not worth much. 
Tlien, Sir, it may be said that so far there have not been many prosecutions - 
under this section. It may be so, but you know, Sir, that things are chang¬ 
ing, that industries are developing in our country, and that the relations of 
the employers and their emploj'^ees are not the same to-day as they were 
perhaps some years ago, for the very good reason that the workers are being 
organised and the workers are also being educated. If w’C want to secure 
tlie interests of workers from the effects of such legislation, it is better that 
the law is made to-day. That is the reason why I have introduced this 
legislation now. There may not be any case to-day, but^the policy which 
I want to follow is that prevention is better than cure. There are-many 
persons who have expressed the opinion that the need for such legislation 
has not arisen. Perhaps they do not believe in the maxim which I have 
just quoted. They want the evil to grow first and then to cure it. That 
is not a policy which will meet with my approval, and it should not meet 
with the approval of this House either. If we know that there is an evil, 
let us use a remedy for it before we begin to suffer from it. I feel, there¬ 
fore, that this Bill should be referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. President : Motion moved : 

That the Bill further to amend the Indian Penal Code (Amendment of. section 43) 
be referred to a Select Committee. ’ ’ 


,, Sir.. Victor . Sassoon (Bombay Millowners’ Association: Indian 
Comiheree): Sir,' this is a verj*- short Bill and to my mind a very simple 
Bill 'which I propose to oppose root and branch. I shall oppose its going 
to a Select Oomniittee, I shall oppose even its being considered, and I do 
so for 'one very good reason. That reason is the .smoke cloud of words 
and legal quotations which my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, has found 
necessary 'tjo use in introducing this Bill before this House. A .simple 
little Bill like this Avhieh merely asks that the protection which labour 
already enjoys Iiy merely forming itself into registered trade unions 
.should be widened to those associations which are not registered—that 
this simple little demand should need the deep researches that he has 
found fit to make must show, I think, that he is not too sure of his ease. 
I do not propose to follow my Honourable friend, Mr. Joslii, in his legal 
peregrinations. I will merely point out that on his o'wn showing a 
country like England which according to him is under the influence of 
capitalists has allowed the protection which he is asking for, whereas 
another country which no one can saj*^ is under capitalist influence, I 
refer to Kussia, does not allow it. {An Honourable Member : “ How do 
you know ? '’). They do not even allo'w their workers facilities for 
registration. Government there is the onlj’’ employer and does not allow 
its workers to strike whether registered, or unregistered. The po.sition 
®l®®r orie. The law of this country alloAvs privileges to leaders 
of l^our Avho constitute themselves into a registered trade union. 

1 y Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, has given us a list of some of the ad- 
van ages of a registered trade union. I was waiting, and I waited in 
of interrupting him, to find out what disadvantages there 
ablp itself into registered trade unions. " My Honour- 

of InboiiT disadvantage. Therefore, if any body 

TamJS X .b i’^to a registered trade union and get these ad- 
vantages, why shonW it not do so 1 We have thought flt-we the 
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Legislature of tliis country—to give concessions to these registered trade 
unions. Very -well. If anybody wants these advantages, Ict^thera register 
themselves, and in spite of ivhat 3\Ir. Joshi says, they do register themselves. 
Now, here I find myself in a difficulty as regards the position of hlr. .To.fiii. 
I have had very pleasant dealings with hlr. Joshi not only in this Assembly 
but also in Bombay as he is the leading light, I believe tlic President, of the 
most important textile union that is there, a body which 3Ir. Joshi is endea¬ 
vouring to run on sound lines. When Mr. Joshi comes to me either directly 
or through one of his officials and asks that' the Jllillowners' Assoeiatiott 
should recognise his union and generally suggests tlmil we .should res¬ 
trict our recognition to his trade union. 


- Mr. N, M. Joshi : I never suggested that. 

Sir Victor Sassobn : Well, it has been suggested by one of his offi- 
■ eers—it has been even suggested that it would be to the advantage of 
the Millowners’ Association if they restricted their support to his trade 
union. If has certainly been suggested by Mr. Josbi. and I must saj 
I have felt inclined to support his suggestion with my friends, tliat if we 
not only recognised but supported his union, he would not only get a 
much bigger personnel, a much larger number of members for bis union, 
.but he would also then be in a position to restrain the exuberant spirits 
’" of his union if they asked for things that were unreasonable. I thought 
that was a very good argument. 'If ive supported' him, he could say 
Look at what I have done. Look at the coheessions I have got from 
the mill-owners. If you are unrca.sonalile and disregard my advice, 
I will not be able to get you any more concessions 
Joshi's gi-eat difficulties is that there is apparently,’ in Bommiy at utp" 
rate, a great desire on the part of a certain class of persons to run trade 
unions In the textile industry, there are a number of. trade nnicma as 
Mr. Joshi has told us. He did not tell us how many of these unions were 
registered and how many were unregistered. I do not know 
number of unregistered ones, but I do know that they are all competing 
with each other by making promises to their men, and a mnshroom un- 
recristered union can register itself and beebme-'n registered union, bo 
we have to differentiate as I think it is obviously better, and I siipport 
Mr. Josbi here, that we slionld support his sound union. 

Mr Joshi has this disadvantage,—neither he nor ln.s officers lune ilie 
requisite technical knowledge. They sometimes are misled by --"P’ 
SerB Thev are asked to bring forward cases wl.ieh can m be 
substantiated I do not blame Mr, Joshi. He is not a technical n. . 
and I know he is doing his best to got over those J 

time will come when the union will be able to afiorcl to b*’'% 

technical officer who will be able not only to te ahh 

efFeetivelv before the Millownens’ A.ssociation but alBO uc 

+La voVliAT- vanue demands of some of tbcir mem i .s • 


lannot 


pffeetiveiv oeiore me —.. , 

to sift the rather vague ”Vo^sbi' iTso anxinms that his 

be sapported by fnets, iVVe U «■»' 

trade union should benefit, if h Viiv *;hould be hv this Bill 

ehouW be one m,io„ for the te.tde \ 

not only allow competition froin otum ,,|Hgher 

.,no,r eoPUtelition rem Why ebm.W 

organised or otheru ise . amiinst bis own registered 

he by this B.11 


trade union ? 
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no reason 'vhy ive should encourage competition to a well-run registered 
union such as the one of which Mr. Joshi is the president. 1 cannot see 
the advantage. Even if there is to be a mushroom organisation that it 
is considered can carry out tlie w'ork for labour better than Mr. Joshi’s 
union can, it has only got to register itself. As I said before, ili-. Joshi 
has not given us one disadvantage to registering a trade union, and 
when he says that the people are ignorant and they do not know how 
to do it, all I can say is that Mr. Joshi is very unflattering to himself and 
his associates who go about the country advising labour generally. 
Whenever there is any considerable labour trouble anywhere, one of 
these gentlemen who know the law just as well, probably better than I 
do, is generally on the spot to advise labour ; and therefore I think 
that he has been unjust to himself and to all the energy that he and his 
friends consume in touring about 'the country whenever there is any 
labour trouble when he says that the workers are too ignorant to realise 
the advantages which existing legislation affords them in registering 
themselves into trade unions. 


Sir, I oppose the motion for reference to a SelecV Committee. 


The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters (Member for Industries and 
Labour) Sir, I rise to oppose the motion also on behalf of Government. 
'Vrhen this Bill was before this House on the last occasion. Government did 
not disguise their opinion that the principles of the Bill were thoroughly 
unsound and would have to be opposed. They did not, however, oppose the 
motion for circulation, as a result of which we have a body of opinion 
which, with due respect to Mr. Joshi, is very generally and wholeheartedly 
opposed to this Bill. I do not think within my experience of the Govern¬ 
ment of India I have seen a more condemnatory set of opinions on any 
Bill which ha.s been circulated, although there are a few, I admit, in his 
favour. For instance, the whole of the nine Local Governments are defi¬ 
nitely opposed to the Bill, Practically every commercial body of import¬ 
ance is opposed to the Bill. The great majority of the High Courts are 
oppt^ed to it. Even in klr. Joshi’s own province of Bombay, apart from 
the Local Government, out of 28 bodies consulted, 23 are opposed to it 
including the High Court, the Bombay Chamber of Commerce and the 
Indian Merchants’ Chamber, and so on. 


But I do not wish merely to count heads. On the merits of the Bill 
or the demerits of the Bill, Government are satisfied that the Bill is liarm- 
im ; and our main reason for considering it harmful is this, that it strikes 
at the very root of the trade union legislation which this House passed 
only two years ago. The object of that legislation was to introduce some 
sor of order &nd responsibility into the growth of trade unions in this 
conn ry, and this House decided that the best method of procedure was 

of registered unions and to confer on those re- 
Bill wiSnLtu'’ and privileges. The principle of Mr. Joshi’s 

it introdueerl int/f '^oshi himself, I believe, tried to get 

ritf Sdd'ed “‘“pS'r ^ 

trade unions with the ohiee? of privileges to registered 

unions in this country n the responsible growth of trade 

that if it is paS ald’m^rj we fed sure- 

passed and unresnstered trade unions are allowed to receire 
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The same protection as registered trade unions do,in this respect, there 'will 
be much less incentive for trade unions to register and that’the whole 
growth of the trade union movement, which I know Mr. Joshi has at heart 
will receive a very serious set-baek. ' 

In the second place, apart from its effect on the trade union move¬ 
ment, we consider this Bill a dangerous Bill, because it confers not only 
on unregistered unions but on any combination of tTvo or three people-tlie 
pov'er to commit illegal acts short of offences and obtain immunity for 
them provided they can do so under the colour of some trade dispiite or 
in restraint of trade. Now we think that a very dangerous provision 
indeed. We see no reason whatever why these privileges should be 
conferred on groups of people wMcb are not allowed to a single indivi¬ 
dual. There were reasons for giving these privileges to registered trade 
unions, as I have said, by waj’' of encouragement to register and because 
we knew that we -would be dealing -with responsible people but in the 
■'vidc provision of iMr. Joshi’s simple Bill, there is lurking a very real 
danger to law and ordei*, and for that reason also we are opposed 1o ihis 
Bdl. 

And, finally, Mr. Joshi himself has practically admitted, though he 
tried to gloss it over, that the Bill is really unnecessary because there are 
sufficient safeguards against the introduction of prosecutions to make it 
quite certain that the various -^vorthy people trying to assist trade unions 
outside recognised trade unions are not likely to he harassed by Govern¬ 
ment. For aU these reasons, because we consider that the Bill strikes at 
the root of the policy underlying our Trade Unions Act, because we think 
it goes so far as to be really dangerous to law and order, and becatise we 
regard it as unnecessary, I have to oppose this Bill. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division : Xon-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, so far as the principle of the Bill is concerned, I beg to .sub¬ 
mit that the principle is quite unexceptionable. So far as the policy of 
the law is concerned it ma 3 " be doubtful wdiether the policy should favour 
this Bill. It has just been remarked that there is no law of civil con¬ 
spiracy' If a person breaks bis contract he is liable, but if two or more 
persons conspire to break a contract their liability' is not any the grealer. 
So far as criminal conspiracy is eoneerned. we have got section 
12Q-B. As Mr. Joshi has remarked, that section was onl.v enacted in 1933. 
and at the time that change was made in the law it was never contemplat¬ 
ed that that change would have any reference to trade di.sputes. In the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons attached to that Bill which sulweqiient- 
ly became law, it was stated : 

“ Experience ims shown tlint d-angerous eonspimeies nre entered into in Indi.i 
which liavc for their ob.ioct .ninis otlier tli.nn the comrai.ssinn of tlie f>tirence« spccifi*',! 
in section 121A. of the Indian Penal Code, and that the exisfinp law is inndcijnate to 
deal witli modern conditions. The present Bill is desired to assimilate flic ])rov!Kir.nc 
of the Indi.a'n Penal Code to those of tlie English law witli the addition'll .safepnard tliat 
in the ease of a conspiracy other tliaii a eonspiniey to commit an oftence 'otne oieri 
act is necessary to bring the conspiracy within the purview of tJiC criminai law. The 
Bill makes criminal conspiracy a substantive ofTence, and when .siicli n coii'spirr.i'y is to 
commit an oirence punislmble’with death, transportation or riporous imprisonnieut for a 
term of two years or upwards, and no csprcs.s provision i.s made in the Code, provid-’^- 
a punishment of the same nature as th.at which might bo awarde'l for the ab tment 
of sncli an offence. In all other cases of criminal conspiracy the pnnithnmat 'on- 
tcmplated is imprisonment of either dc.«cription for a term not <‘.vceeding six immtbv, 
or with due, or irith both.' ’ 

So that you will find from a perusal of this Statement of Objee 
Reasons tbat the Bill which sub.sequently changed the law on tIt’ 
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never contemplated tliat it should be applied to the case ot ignorant 
labourei-s and illiterate -workmen who do not know anything about con¬ 
spiracy and its results. So far as the criminal laAv of England is concern¬ 
ed, the la-w of India has not been assimilated to it, because a safeguard 
which does not exist in the criminal law of England has been providfed 
for in the Indian law. The reason for that is that in India the law_ of 
criminal conspiracj^ did not grow up till 3913, and even,now this provision 
of the law has not been applied to many cases. And the Legislature has 
itself recognised that the law is very difScult and complicated and has 
provided a safeguard in enacting section 196-A of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, whereby the right to prosecute has been given to the GoA'ern- 
ment and not to a private person. This is the state of the law, and when 
■u'e consider that section 10 of the Indian Evidence Act provides that one 
person who is stated to be a member of a conspiracy becomes vicariously 
guiltj'^ of the acts of others, certainly there is no doubt that the law of 
conspiracy is very dangerous. It is all the more dangerous in regard to 
persons who are quite illiterate and ignorant. 


Now, Sir, section 17 of the Trade Unions Act provides'that the pro¬ 
visions of section 120-B of the Penal Code will not apply to members and 
olScers of trade unions. But this protection is quite useless, because tliis 

section only applies to agreements made between 
^ members of the union. Suppose five persons are 

charged under the provisions of section 120-B, and two of them are 
members of a trade union and three are not, the result will be that the mem¬ 
bers of the trade union also will not be protected, because the agreement 
which is sought to be proved will not be an agreement bet-\veen members of 
the ti-ade union but between members and non-members, so that whatever 
protection has been vouchsafed by law becomes nugatory if the supple- 
mentai’}’- concession is not given to non-members of unions. Then the issue 
so far is rather ovenshadowed by the fact that in the opinions that have been 
received certain objections have been taken on this score that if the Bill 
was enacted registration would be discouraged. So far as the principle of 
this Bill is concerned we are neither concerned with registered trade 
unions or unregistered trade unions. The pi-inciple of the Bill is that 
in the interests of trade if two or more persons conspire together to do 
something which is not an offence but wdiich only gives rise to civil liabi¬ 
lity, then those persons are not guilty of criminal conspiracy. The ques¬ 
tion arises, -whj’- should it be confined to the trade only. I submit that so 
far as the definition of the word “ illegal ” is concerned, the definition 
is too wide. This is not mj’- opinion alone. I would refer you to the 
opinion of the High Court Judges of the Punjab High Court. You %vill 
find there also that the change in the law did not contemplate any sort of 
between workers. The opinion of the Judges of the Punjab 
o wourt appears on page 10 of the opinion paper No. 1, and thev 

SET : . 


nmcli too^^^TdT^'If ^ stands, is certaiuly 

agree to sell it and thr^ of land, first 

is done in pursuance of thf contract and some overt act 

olTenco of S ^yould apparently, be gui% of the 
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safeguard against abuse of this section in section 190-A of tlie Criminal 
Code, according to -which sanction is required for institution of proceedin 


Procedure 


• a C'h , -r ' ^ Of conspiracies and it 

IS at least doubtful if combinations of workers or employers were tlieu in confomplation 
Tlie proposed Bill only purports to bring the law in India on a line wifh tiiai in 
England, and as such does not seem to be open to objection as to its principle. ’ ’ 


I fail to see a combination of workers to do a particular act wliieb 
gives liability for a civil suit and which if not criminally nctioualilo in 
England should be made a criminal offence in India. So far as the prin¬ 
ciple of the law is concerned there i.s absolutely no difference bctiveen the 
jurisprudence of India and England. Almost all these institutions have 
come from England, and if any piece of legislation in favour of worlccrs 
also appears there, there is no reason why this House should raise objec¬ 
tions of this kind. 


Sir, it has been said-that registration -will be discouraged. I would 
submit, this is far fi'om being true. If, for the registration of a trade 
union, this immunity -ivere tbe only temptation, then it could be said that 
registration would be affected. But tliere are greater rights in the nieni- 
bers and officers of a trade union. Immunity from civil action has been 
provided in section 18, and section 19 also gives certain kinds of rights 
to trade unions. Therefore it is wrong to say that registration will he 
affected prejudicially. Without admitting that tiiis would be the result, 
and conceding it for argument's sake, does it stand to reason that we 
should he a part.v to,certain agreements of workers to do ]>nrtieular acts 
which would only give rise to civil liability to be made into au offence 1 
Sir, I would submit, that whatever tlie policy may be, the principle 
underlying the Bill is quite unexceptionable. Then, Sir, it is said that in 
a trade union there are certain restrictions and because of those rciitric- 
tions, some immunity has been given. But this is entirely wrong. As I 
have already submitted, the law in England is quite explicit on tlie point 
and does not affect the membership of a union wliich is said to be the 
basis of giving this immunity. The principle wliy this immunity should 
be given is that it is wrong to as.sumc or to declare that a civil wrong 
becomes criminal if two or more persons combine in doing it, and wlien 
this law was enacted these things were never taken into contemplation. 
Therefore it is not a sort of concession, it is not in principle a deviation 
from the law of the land, but it is an act of justice, justice to those wlio 
deserve it most. It is asked why are thc.se trade unions not registered f 
Wliy do you not organise these workers ? Whose fault is it ' It is not 
the fault of the workers at any I’ate. I have read among .some of tlie 
opinions which have been given against this Bill that they are afraid of 
Mellers Spratts and other Communists. I do not understand why f!ie 
issue should be clouded by reference to these extraneous mat tens. It 
this is the issue and if the Government thinks many unde.sirable people 
are associating with the workers, then the course is ojicn to the Govern¬ 
ment to see that these persons are prosecuted, or if the Public safety 
Bill is pa.ssed, the matter may bo treated in other ways. Bui to add to 
the crimes which are provided by the penal laws of this country i.s not 
wisdom by itself. I would therefore submit that so far as the principle of 
the Bill is" concerned, it is quite unexceptionable and it should he referred 
to a Select Committee. I understand there are some defects in the Bill 
as proposed. The proper place for this exception in my opinion is under 
section 120B and not under section 43 which in its operation is much 
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•voider than the provisions contained in section IT of the Trade Unions Act. 
But this is exactly the reason why the Bill should he referred to a Select 
Committee. When the Legislature and the House have once accepted the 
principle of the Bill, namely, that the civil acts of certain persons who are 
members of trade unions will not constitute a criminal offence—think 
that is the only principle involved in the Bill—^then on the basis of the 
provision contaiued in section 17, this Bill ought to be referred to a Select 
Committee. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Sir, I move that the question be now 

put. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated ; Labour Interests) ; Sir, the Honour- 
aljle Member in charge of Industries and the Honourable Member who rejjre- 
sents the Millowners’ A'^sociation have tried to show that my Bill is not a 
useful one as it does not give encouragement for the registration of trade 
unions. I have dealt with that point sufficiently. I have shown that the 
real encouragement to registration does not consist in the immunity. It 
consists in giving the registered trade union a corporate capacity. 

Sir, I am not surpxased that these two gentlemen should express a.stoni.sh- 
ment that I, though an officer of a trade union, should move this Bill. Ohe 
of tile gentlemen belongs to a powerful trade union called the I. C. '.S. 
Association. The other belongs to another powerful trade union called 
the Bombay Millowners’ Association. Sir, I am an officer of a trade union, 
hut I think I can say that I am not a narrow-minded or bigoted trade 
unionist. I consider that a trade union is only a means for the protection 
of the interests of the workers and where I find that in protecting the 
interests of the workers as a whole the interests of a trade union may suffer 
I shall not hesitate to sacrifice the interests of that trade union if they are 
.sacrificed at all by my Bill. Sir, I bope this House will approve of the 
motion which I have moved. 

Mr, President : The question is : 

That the Bill further to .nnend the Indiau Penal Code (Amendment of Section f.S) 
be referred to a Select Committee.” «cumou 

The Assembly divided; 

ATES-^9. 

Jogiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 

Joshi, Mr. IsT. M. 

Kidwai, Mr. Bafi Ahmad. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Lajpat Bar, Lala. 

Lalchaud Navalrai, Mr. 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Mitra, Mr. Sat^’endra Chandra. 

Moonje, Dr. B.'S. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Sandd. 
Naidu, Mr. B. P. ^ 

Nehru, Piindit Motilal. 

Neogi, Mr. K. C. 

Banga Iyer, Mr. C. S, 

Eao, Mr. G-. Sarvotham. 

Roy, Mr. Bhabendra Chandra, 

Roy, Eai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan. 


Abdoola Haroon, Haji, 

Abdul Matin Cliaudhury, Maulvi. 
Aiyaugar, Mr. C. Duraiswamy. 
Amy, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. M. S. Sesha. 
Badi-uz-Znman, Maulvi. 

Belvi, Mr. D. V. 

Bh.-iTgava, Pandit Thakur Das. 
Chuncler, Mr. Nirnial Cimnder 
Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Kilak.antha. 

Dutt, Mr. Aniar Nath. 

Dutta, Mi. Srish Chandra. 
Parookhi, Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb. 
Giilab Bingh, Sardar. 

Hii.ii, Mr. .Sarabhai Nemchand 
Hyder, Dr. L. K. 

Isv .ar Sar.in, klunshi. 

Tycngar, Mr. S. Sriniviisa. 
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Sarda, Kai Sahib Haibilas, 
Shafee, Maulvi Mohammad, 
Singh, Kumar Bananjaya. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad, 
Singh, Mr, Narayan Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Earn Narayan. 


Sinha, Kumar Ganganand. 
Sinha, Mr. Rajivaranjan Prasad. 
Sinha, Mr. Siddhesirar, 

Tok Kyi, TJ. 

Yusuf Imam, Mr. 


KOES—57. 


Abdul Azib, Khan Bahadur Mian. 

Abdul Haye, Mr. 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Kasir-ud-din. 
Alexander, Mr. William. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Naivabzada Sayid. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bharucha, Mr. S. M. 

Birla, klr. Ghanshyam Das. 

Bower, Mr. E. H. M. 

Bray, Sir Denys. 

Chattcrjee, The Eevd. J. C. 

Coalman, Mr. ,T. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D. 

Crerar, The Honourable Mr. J. 

Dalai, .Sardar-Sir Bomanji. 

Gaviii:Jones, Mr. T. 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Mr. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Liout.-Coloiiel H. A. J. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Graham, Mr. L. 

Hezlott, Mr. J. 

Hira Singh, Brar, Sardar Bahadur 
Honorary Captain. 

Jowaliir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
King, Mr. C. M. 

.'Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

McWattors, The Honourable Mr. A, C. 

The motion wa-s negatived. 


Mitra, The Honourable Sir Blnipcndra 
Xath. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khau, Sardar. 
ilukherjeo. Sir. S. G. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir. 

Eafiquo, Sir. Sluhammad. 

Raghavayya Pantulu Garu, Dhvnn 
Bahadur T. 

Bahimtulla, Mr. Fazal Ibr.ahim. 
Eainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Bajaii, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Eajan Bakhsh Shah, KJian Bahadur 
Siiikhdum Syed. 

Bau, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Eogcra, Sir. P. G. 

Boy, Sir. S. N. 

Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

Shah Kawaz, Slian Mohammad. 
Shanialdhari Lall, Sir. 

Shillidy, SDr. J. A. 

Simpson, Sir James. 

Singh, Kai Bahadur S. Ss. 

Stewart, Mr. J. A. 

Sulirawardy, Dr. A. 

Sykes, Sir. B. P. 

Webb, Mr. M. 

Yakub, Slaulvi Sluhammad. 

Yamin Khan, Sir. Sluhammad. 

Young, Sir. G. SI. 


THE HINDU MARRIAGES DISSOLUTION BILL. 

• Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Division.s; Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I beg to move that the Bill to certain doubts 

regarding the dissolution of marriages of persons piofe.s-sing the Ilimiu 
religion, he referred to a Select Committee. 

I sponsored a Bill ivhich has been re.iedcd by this House a iVv 
minutes ago and in that connection Honourable Membens iverc asking 
“a” going to inctado Uinta or crcludo Mohammodon* ood 
mistook tliat Bill for tins tvhich I am now asking this noose to eommil to 
Oiplpet Oommittee I liope Honourable Members will now aooliw tb. I 
qni c distinct. One bad nothing to do yith H.mins 
ind ShaZ'adLTa’nd this has nothing to do with anrbody hot Itadus, 

Sir on the last occasion when this Bill was circulated, I pointed out that 
I wa.? doing elementary justice, and that mr measure was not a measm e . 

• T bn+ nf nrimitive liumanitarianism, and that mj measure 

Sn« oriy’the 4pn'’r. of Snlri.ikars or the ssered tea. writers, bo. 
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equally of usage for a thousand years, and in my Statement of Objects and 
Reasons T‘quoted the sacred texts, upon which I based my small measure. 

Mr. D. V, Belvi (Bomba 3 ^ Southern Division; Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) ; You have not understood them correctl 3 \ 


Sir Hari Singh Gour ; In the collection of opinions Honourable 
Members will find the old Pandit’s spirit reviving. When j'ou cannot 
answer a text, jmu abuse jmur text writer or y'our opponent by saj'ing you 
have not understood it. For three tliousand years this battle ciy of one 
man not understanding the other has been agitating the Smritikars and 
the Shastris with the result that the Hindu law is in an utter state of chaos 
and confusion. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay Cit 5 ': Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Question ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour; But there is one point upon which the text 
writers are clear. Their language is unequivocal, and their opinions arc 
emphatic. Far back in the dawn of liistorj-- when the Aryan settlers came 
to this countrj'- there was written that great book, the -first Code, the Code 
of Manu, and in that great book, the most sacred of all legal writings, which 
is regarded as even an appendix of the Vedas, we find the law of divorce 
. given in unmistakeable terras. Let me quote to jmu. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division -. Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): We do not want to hear the Vedas from yon. Are jmu a Brahmin? 
We do not want to hear the Shastras from a Sudra. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour ; Now, Sir, it is said,—this is from the 
translation of the Sacred Books of the East, Vol. 25, page 341. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt; Not the original ? 


Sir Hari Singh Gour ; If the husband wrant abroad for some sacred 
duty, she must wait for him 8 years ; if he went to acquire learning or 
fame, 6 jraars ; if he went for pleasure, 3 jraars. Noav, that was the utmost 
limit for the woman to wait for the return of lier husband, and then she 
was fx’ee to remariu^, and on the husband’s return the conjugal relation was 
at an end. The learned commentators, c.jy., the learned Dr. J. Biihler, the 
translator of Manu, cites a long series of quotations from the sacred writ¬ 
ings of Gautam, another writer of great repute in Chapter XVIII,- 
verses 15 and 17, and Vashisht, Chapter XVII, paras. 75 and 80, it 
is explicitly written,—and Kalukbhat, the reputed commentator of Manu, 
■svhieh is recognised by the orthodox and the reformers alike as the most 
authentic commentarj* on this great .work of hlanu, points out that this 
separation of the husband and wife ipso facto dissolves the marital tie, and 
after the periods mentioned bj^ Manu the wife is free to remarry. I have 
mentioned, Sir, these facts for the purpose of informing the House that 
^ re-establish the sanctity of a primeval law. It is a law 

wtach has been the law of this country for ages past and it has been 

ihculcated by the most sacred text-writers upon 
tions and ^ Sir, that I stand upon concrete founda- 

the combined authori+v* support my motion I have at my back 

history. I realise Sif th text-writers ever since the dawn of 

«ame into force and the decadent periods bad practices 

lorce and the law of divorce fell into desuetude as the tyranny 
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oE man became more oppressiA'e and the rights of ^vomen ^Tere trampled 
upon under the iron heel of man’.s domination. It is onlv. I .submit, in 
later periods that this laiv 'was in practice held in abeyance/'I have .said i! 
was held in 'abeyance but only in certain eommunitie'J, for to-day it is tlie 
established lawof ali except the twice-born and even amongst the twice-born 
the practice of the di.ssoIution of marriages is in places customary. I there¬ 
fore feel that, if I have' to cite authorities from the sacred writings, I have 
the best and the largest and if, Sir, I have to rely upon the image of my 
' nation, I can confidently say that from the days of a thousand years before 
Christ, which is the computed period of the compilation of the Code of 
Olanu, down'to the second century, when Yagnavallraj'a wroth bis 
celebrated treatise, this law ivas the current law of tlie land, it was only in 
' the eleventh and twelfth centuries that it became weakened and later on fell 


into desuetude, as the nation decayed. It is said, Sir, by the great historian 
of Greece, Grote, that the decline of Greece was heralded by the decline of 
’ liberty and the rights of women v'ere the first to be curtailed, which nfler- 
' u ards tvere destroyed by the invader from Slacedonia. I feel, Sir, that 
what was true of Greece was equally true of my own countn*. So long as 
ive Avere free, we gave freedom to men and Avomen, and as that freedom Avas 
restricted and confined, we ourselves became eliained in the manacles of 
liberty and Ave became in coiu’se of time a degraded and decadent nation. 


1 liope, Sir, that my felloAv-eountrymen aauII realise that the time has iioay 
come when-Ave must re-establish our national life and purge the society of 
scourges that Aveaken and dismember it, and that Ave cannot possibly .siand • 
before the Avorld 'as a civilised nation unle.ss avo are able to reform, re¬ 
construct, and if necessary, re-establish, institutions for the purpose of 
bringing social freedom into line with modern conditions of life. And 
Achat have I asked for in my Bill ? I haA-e asked, as you arc Avell aware, 
that if a Avoman is mated to a husband Avho is impotent, imbecile or sufiVriug 
from ulcerous leprosy, then the court .should have the poAver of decreeing a 
dissolution of marriage. In doing so, you will find, Sir, that 1 have 
paraphrased the very language of Vashistb Avho goes even further and says 
that if the husband goes abroad after IiaAung espoused a maiden, let the 
madien wait till the menses liaAm passed three times and then choose anofher 
bridegroom. The period of three months is considered sufficient to dissolve 
the tie of marriage. I have cited that great Ei.shi Vashisth Avho is regarded 
as one of the 20 sacred AA'riters by Avhich the community is bound. He has 
cited the same laAv. I therefore feel that in asking thi.s Ilou.se to expre.'^s 
' its approval of this eleinentaiw right which is incorporated in this Bill, I 
have asked for too little and ceriainly not for too much. I am perfectly 
' conscious of the volume and ^rength of orthodox opinion arrayed aGraiust 
me expre.ssed on the last occasion inside this House, and giA-en e.xprcs-.ion to 
in the recorded opinions outside of it. May I. Sir. a.sk you to consider for 
one moment that after it has been coneeded that marriage is a -sacrament--- 
I tyrant Sir, that marriage is a sacrament—the A-ery .sacred Avnler.-< Iuiac 
laid doAA-n. and laid doAvn with the same pen. that it is a .sacrament sub.ieio 
to the condition that it is liable to he dksolved under certain conditions. 

Can my orthodox friends appeal to one part of the text and ^ / 

other ? Can mv friends take away from the text the conditions laid doAii. 
subject to Avhieh the text must be read? And. Sir. in tbeir ortbodoxy T 
wa.s going to sav in tbeir orthodox bigotry—they use expressions and cu< 
vent^ to sentiments which I have great difficulty 
standin". I a.sked one of my orthodox Iricnd.s as to A.ba. 
objection'be could possibly raise to this Bill. He said, There i^ no ob- 



388 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[8th Sept. 192S. 


[Sir Hari Singh Gour.] 

, jection to the Bill at all. It is a very good one.” Then I said, “ Are you 
going to vote for it 1 ^ He said, “ I am not going to vote for it, because 
orthodox opinion is against it.” I said, “ By voting for this Bill you %Yill 
convert that orthodox opinion in your favour.” He said, ” Yes, that.is 
perfectly true, but the new elections are coming on. This Bill -will be used 
against me ”. I am sure that this Bill will be,used against me as a 
large number of Bills of which I have been the unfortunate author have 
been used against me in the past. But I fear no one, I place truth before 
my own convenience or advancement, and, if I feel that I am fighting for 
right and for truth, I do not care if my friends, the orthodox people, repu¬ 
diate my responsibility and repudiate me as their representative. I stand, 
and stand committed to asking this House to follow the light, I ask this 
House to be fearless in their decision, and if thej’- have any objection, if 
the 3 " can conceive of any objection to this enunciation of the most elementar.v 
principle, to the declaration of the most fundamental human right, then I 
ask them ‘‘ Come forward and say on what grounds jmu can object to 
mj" BiU.” I will not listen, and I refuse to listen to the vain plea that 
orthodox opinion is against it. If jmu consider orthodox opinion, orthodox 
opinion has been against all reforms. It has been from time immemorial in 
favour of human sacrifices. It has been in favour of Suttee. It has been 
in favour of infanticide. It has been in favour of baby marriages. I 
ask you, are jmu going to truckle to this opinion without examining whether 
it is reasonable or in consonance with the requirements of modern 
society ? We all have, and I appeal to mj"- Hindu friends, they all have 
their sisters and daughters married or to marrj'. I ask them to consult 
them and see what is their point of view. If thej' are tied to a husband who 
is an arrant, raving maniac, and tied at an age when they had no conscious¬ 
ness of what they were doing, when they could not realise the responsibilit 3 >- 
that was thrown upon their shoulders, can jmu refuse to them the right 
of release from that entanglement into which thej'^ Avere thrown 
bj’- their misguided parents and guardians ? I ask j’ou, Sir, again, from 
time immemorial.—and I regret tp have to say it was provided in the sacred 
laws that if the husband was impotent the Avife was free to go to the sajiindas 
of the husband till .she conceived and was deliA'ered of a son. 


That practice was prevalent equaUj’" in the West, though in a somewhat 
modified and different form. It has been repudiated and rightl}' repudiated 
bv' modern society, but when j’-ou harm repudiated that vicious custom, have 
j'ou placed anything in its place ? You have left a vacuum. Have you 
given in its place anj- other equivalent as a suitable substitute ? I saj', 
Sir, that the Smritikars have provided for it. If the girl of 5, 6, 10 or 20, 
if does not matter, is wedded to a husband who is impotent, what is .she to 
do ? Some of mj"- orthodox friends will say “ What she has to do she must 
do in secret ”. Now. I ask my Honourable friends, would it not be more 


honoitrable that she should come out in the open and savq “ I abhor secret 

intrigues. I am an honest and honourable woman. This man is no good 

for me and I therefore wish to be released from his bondage and I want to 
lake to myself another husband ”. Can any being with a human heart 
refu^ to her this elementary right to provide for herself a husband whe,n 
she finds that her husband is incompetent ? Take the third case. The 
husband at the time of the marriage is suffering from nleerous leprosj'. The 
^ other incurable disease ” which I haA'e left out. 

Avhn+ leprosy in my Bill. Now, Sir, you remember 

gnant tj-pe of disease leprosj^ is. It affects not onty the wife 
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but the progeny. Do you think, Sir, it is not a matter of State policy for 
the Government to prevent the marriage of leprous persons ? Ls it nJt the 
policy of Government to see that leprosy is stamped out of the land ? We 
have a large number of humane and benevolent societies coming out to this 
country to cure the disease. We heard a few minutes ago that prevention is 
better than cure, and I submit that it would be conducive to the better 
growth of the nation, to the healthier growth of the nation and to the pro¬ 
gress of India if leprous husbands and men were prevented by Statute 
from contracting marriages; but sueli is not the law. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; What about other diseases ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour ; I want you to make an amendment to that 
effect. Now, Sir, my friend Mr. Dutt has very rightly asked “ What 
about other diseases di.seasc.s like consumption, or tubercnlosis. I am 
perfectly aware of the terrible dangers of such diseases which are dis¬ 
seminated from man to man, and I feel that if inj' daughter or my sister 
had to marry a man who was suffering from galloping consumption and 
she had to lie in bed with him her fate was sealed. She dies and not 
only dies, Sir, but dies a misei-able death. 

Mr, Amar Nath Dutt : I meant other diseases. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: My friend Mr. Dutt is iierfectly right in 
coupling with leprosy other serious diseases, and I hope that he will 
have the courage of his convictions. 

I do not wish to tire this House b 3 ’' going through the volume.s of 
evidence. I am sure that all my friends will feel with me in thinking 
that this great national injustice to the weaker sex must he redressed. 
I am, Sir, speaking to the Government Benches and appealing to their 
human feelings and asking them for their .support in the cause of 
humanity and in the name of the dumb women who are married in this 
eountrj' and who have no means of escape from tlie impotent, the mad 
and the leprous husband. They will bless the day when you will pass 
this measure, they will bless the people who will support me in the passing 
of this measure. Sir, I feel that I have been trying to gild the gold 
and paint the lilj'. I may he foi-given for taking the time of tlii.s House 
in doing so because I feel that sometimes an axiom of Euclid has to he 
demonstrated upon the blackboard. But. Sir, I am perfectly certain in 
regard to the elementaiy riglits which this Bill demands to he given to 
our own female relations that there Avill not be one dis^senting voice, 
and that this motion of mine will be carried by tlic unanimous verdict of 
tliis House. 

Sir, I move. 

Lala Lajpat Eai (Julluudur Diiffsion : Non-JIuIiammadan) .- Sir, I 
am afraid it is rather late in the day to make a speech. I ri.se to oppose 
tills motion. I jucld to none in my desire to gm* the greatest pos-ible 
freedom to the women of India, as much freedom as nieu possess. That 
is my doctrine and that is my belief. But in spite of that I am opposed 
to this Bill, as it has been drafted, because I am very strongly opposed 
to these indiscriminate attempts to introduce changes into the Hindu Ihav 
or to explain it, particularly where the Hindu law is very clear. 
Mv friend has really made out no ease for this Bill at all. I do not 
mean auv reflection upon him. no disrespect to him. but much of his 
eloquence was entirelv misplaced. Some of us on this side of the House 
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are for giving the greatest possible amount of freedom to women, we are 
among the most advanced social reformers, but as T have already said, 

I deprecate these ill-considered, hasty measures involving reform by bits 
and driblets being adopted without considering their consequences upon 
the other parts of the Hindu law. 

Sir, my friend says the Bill is intended to remove certain doubts 
regarding the dissolution of marriages among persons professing the 
Hindu religion. Has he shown where the doubt exists ? Has that doubt 
been expressed in any court of law in any ease that came before it< ? 
He has not shown one single case where a doubt has been expressed about 
this matter. He himself says the law is very clear; H6 'has quoted 
cei’tain sections of Narad and Vashisth in his Statement of Objeet*-’ and 
Reasons, and he says that for three thousand years this has been the laAv 
of the country ; and he has also said that most of the Hindus, whether. 
Dwijas or non-Dwijas, practise this law. Where then is the necessity 
of introducing'this measure, and Avhere are those doubts for the rCuioval 
of which this Bill has been introduced into this House 1 I quite agree 
with my friend that the law is absolutely clear. In fact the Hindu law 
goes further than this Bill goes, and that itself oiight to he a reason 
for its rejection because it practically limits the operation of tho.se classes 
of eases in which a Hindu wife can remarry in the life-time of a husband. 
Has there been any ease in which a remarriage of that class has taken 
place and has been set aside by a court of law ?< In that ease perhaps 
there might have been some justification for the introduction of this 
measure, but my friend has not quoted one such case. Moreover, the 
drafting of this Bill is extremely clumsy in so far that it practically limits 
the rights of women to remarriage under certain circumstances only. 
Looked at on that light it is a reactiouar.y measure. It is not a measure 
of reform. It is to mj^ mind in effect an interference with the Hindu law 
as it has been quoted by him. 


Then, Sir, you will see from clause 2 that one of the reasons for dis¬ 
solution of marriage is “ imbecility ”. This is an English word which 
the people of this country do not understand, and the Honourable hleinber 
has not given any explanation of what he means by imbecility. It 
may mean anything. It is such a vague expression that I do not think 
that it should be put in any legislation affecting the social structure of the 
Hindu community. I therefore submit that my friend will he Avell 
advised if he withdraws this Bill for the present. 


Mr. President ; Will he be allowed to withdraw ? 

Lala Lajpat Eai : I think we shall allow him so far as we are con¬ 
cerned. But I wish to give him in all sincerit 3 ’' one iiiece of advice, and 
that is this. If he wants to he a real social reformer amongst the Hindus 
he ought to go_ a bit slow. He is going too fast for" us. He ought to 
allow public opinion to be created and to be developed on certain points, 
and he ought to begin with fundamentals. Mj’’ friend was talking of 
marriages with lepers and marriages of persons infected with incurable 
diseases. Why not then begin with those things 1 Why start Avith the 
dissolution of marriage? Marriage comes first-and dissolution comes 

regulate Hindu marriages he should lay down pro¬ 
be deals Avith Tvhich marriages should be regulated, before 

He deals AAith the dissolution of marriage. That I think is beginning at 
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ilie wrong end. We have rightly begun first of all with the (uiostiou 
of child marriages ; that is the proper end to begin from. Then. later 
oUj alter that law has been assimilated, and accepted b^'’ the eouimnnilv 
at large, he can come up to us with certain other propo.sals by which 
undesirable marriages could be stoiiped or avoided. In tliai way. if he 
goes on with the reform of the marriage laws of the Ilindu'^, 1 think he 
will be able to build up a sound structure which in the procc.-,s’of time will 
he accepted by the whole community. But if he takes up .iust* any 
measure of reform which comes into his head and puts it into the form of a 
Bill, then T think he is putting hindrances in the way of reform rather 
than furthering the cause of reform, because he will be unnece.ssarily 
causing alarm in the mind of the community. We have to carry certain 
sections of the Hindu community with ns. But in certain mattei'.s of 
'_„essential reform upon wliieh the life and death of the community dc]ieiKl 
We think the Plindu community has been .sufficiently educafed and we are 
prepared to ask for legislation to help us to remove any doubts which 
may exist. In the ease of child marriages there arc doubts and therefore 
we veant the help of the Legi.slatnre to remove tliose doubts. But in the 
case of dissolution of marriages, in the waj’ in whicli ray friend ha.s .souglit 
to proA’ide for it according to his own Statement of Ob.icets and Ilca.sons. 
there are no doubts. He himself .says, this is the law of the land, and 
it has been the laAv of the land for 3,000 years. Then if that is the laiv 
of the land, Avhere is the doubt and ivhy introduce this Bill ? Arc wo 
going to re-enact the ivhole of the Hindu law and codify it bit by bit 
without considering the consequences of such codification on other parts 
of the Hindu law, for instance, the law of succession ? I might point out 
that one of the laws hastily’’ enacted by this Legislatnire and introduced 
by m,y friend has caused such confusion in the rules of succession and 
inheritance that perhaps some of us ivill he compelled to bring foinvard 
a measure either to repeal or amend that measure. I therefore beg of 
him not to go on Avith hasty legislation. After all marriage is a very 
irapoi’tant matter. Let us by all meaus exert to regulate marriages on 
a human and sound basis ; then afteiuvards Ave can proceed Avilh the 
dissolution of marriage.s too. I state upon the floor of this House that 
1 am not against the principle Avhich he Avants to embody, hut I submit 
that that principle is already recognized by Hindu laAv. If anybody 
Avants to take adA%antage of those provi.sions of the Hindu laAV. there is 
nothing to prevent him or her doing .so. Thei’e is therefore no need to 
bring in a proposal to legislate on a matter Avhich is already provided for 
in the Hindu laAv. He has not shoAvn at all that any doubt has been 
, t'liroAvn on the A’alidity of those provisions of the Hindu laAv Avliieh he 
quotes. 

I therefore beg of him, that instead of ImA’ing this Bill rejected or 
doubt throAvn upon its propriety, he .should AvithdraAv this Bill and post¬ 
pone its introduction if .so advised to a later period. 

(Cries of “ WithdraAv, withdraw.”) 

Sir Hari Singh d^ur : Sir, my learned friend wlio lia.s spoken on 
the sub.ieet is a laAA^'er. but T mu.st tell liim that he has betrayed some 
ignorance of the elementary procedure of the courts. He has asked me 
to cite a .single case. Will he go doum and read the CiA-il Procedure 
Code and he Avill find pages and pages Avhere the Briti.sh court.*^ haA*e 
laid doAvn that they have no matrimonial .iurisclietSon, and the question 
X.84X.A r 
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as regards dissolution of marriage i', therefore a question for caste 
autonomy, and when it i-^ decided there, ail that the civil courts can do 
is TO declare the fact whether a discolution has or has not taken place. 


Lala Lajpat Eai : There is a law that punishes bigamy. 

Sir Hari Singh Gonr : There is such a law, but I do not understand 
my friend’s rcfeience to ii. vS'e are not ciealing with the question of 
bigamy, but of dissolution of marriages. 


Now, the position therefore is that a doubt is created m this way. 
So far as tlie Hindu laiv is concerned, it is perfectly clear, as I have 
pointed out that for a long period of time custom has modified that law, 
and that custom has made dissolution of marriages impossible. ' The 
result has been, ’therefore, that only in certain local areas and among 
certain castes marriages arc dissolved according to the rules of the caste, 
and when they are dissolved the inn-tios wliose marriages have been dis¬ 
solved are free to go to the civil conn, and obtain a declaration regard¬ 
ing dissolution of tlieir marriages. That is all the jurisdiction that courts 
have got, the substantive law being, as I liave pointed out, and the 
custom having overridden tlie law. ther" is clonbi as to whether the 
custom has so overshadowed the whole law that! the law has ceased to 
exist or that the law must shine in its pristine purity in spite of the 
execrescences of custom, and that is a doubt which can only be resolved 
by this House and the Central Legislature. 


My Honourable friend says with one breath that I am going too 
fast for a social reformer and if I wish to carry the mass of Hindu 
society with me I must move more slowly. In one sentence my friend 
says that my Bill is very moderate, and in another that it' is a reactionary 
Bill. It cuts down the very principles of Hindu law which allows dis¬ 
solution of marriage in a large number of cases. Well, Sir, I am accus¬ 
tomed to hearing these sophistries. They do not emanate from my friend, 
but when you have come to one conclusion and you have to find reasons 
for supporting those conclusions, the resultant efCect is a confusion of 
ideas, and that is exactly what has overcome my Honourable friend on 
me other side. Having come to the conclusion that he must oppose this 
Bin he had to find some reason for it, and while lie savs in one sentence 
that the subject of my Bill is already provided for by Hindu law in 
another sentence he saj^s it does not go far enough, and in the iaiird 
senlenee he says it goes too far. 


And these are the three contradictions as my Honourable friend 
5 p. M. Ahmed puts it in the speech of my 

Honourable^ friend which at any rate migh't' have had 
of consistency. Sir, I do not wish to press this motion upon 
Ihll countrymen are opposed to it. I tabled 

. '^ith the concurrence of a large number of my friends. H I 

probably say that they have since changed 
bulk S ^ I assure Sir, that there is a 

beWnd (Ms measure: (Honour- 
Ijut a Hoii^p'in whirru House was not a house of mere men. 

they would have 'W'ere sufficiently represented, ^ I am sure 

it would have been arguments to pieces and 

nave been difficult for my fnend to emerge from the doors of 
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ihis House (Laughter), because I am perfectlj- certain tliat lie would 
Lave been surrounded and mobbed by the fairest of the fair sex who would 
have said : How canyon deny to ns our elementary rights ?” 

Lala Lajpat : Nobody denies that right. 


Sir Hari Sing^h Gour : But, Sir, my Honourable friend is perfectly 
right. The time is not yet ripe and because that time is not yet ripe, T 
take his advice and I will renew this measure on a more propitious occasion. 

Mr. President : Order, order. If the Honourable Member wanted 
the leave of the House to withdraw his motion, he should not have 
made this speech. 


Sir Hari Singh Gknir : I want to give reasons why I am withdraw¬ 
ing the motion. 

Mr. President ; Order, order. Does the Honourable Member ash 
for leave to withdraw ? 


Sir Hari Singh (Jour : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That leave be given to Sir Hari Singli Gour to ivithdraw iiis Bill.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, 
the 10th September, 1928. 
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The As'sembl 3 ' met in the Assemblj' Chamber at ElcTen of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN ; 

Mr. Jehanghir K. Mnnshi, M.L.A. (Burma : Non-European). 


,, QUESTIONS AND /VNSWERS. 

Adjiinistration of the Pines Punds on R-vil-w.^ys. 

293. =-‘Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
it there are anj'^ rules governing the administration of the Fines Funds on 
Eail'svaj^s ; and if so, will the Govei-nment be pleased to laj" a eopj* of it on 
the table ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the bnUr of the Fines Fund is contributed by tlie 
Indian emplojmes of Eailwaj'.s ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the late Agent of the IMadras and Southern 
Mahratta Railwaj' (Sir Ashlej’ Biggs) sanctioned out O'*’ tlm Fiiv-c; Fund is 
sum of Es. 5,000 for a farewell entertainment to himself ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) I have been unable to discover any rnlo.s 
except an old circular of ISSO, whieJi laj’s down that all tines levied Irom 
employees on the revenue staff of State Railway’s should be eredifed to a 
fine fund, that no disbursements from the fund .should be made e\'eepi 
under the order of the Manager or other chief official of tin* Eailv.’o.v, and 
that the fund .should be utilised for the benefit of the emidyef's and dieir 
families, rt ahso contains a few provisions about dejmsiling iJie o! 

the fund in the Government Savii'gs Bank. If tlio llononrable Member 
wishes. I Avill send him a cop^' of this circulai', but he must uiidersf.uni 
that a good deal of it is obsolete. At pj-e.seiif flie jjo.sirion is tliaf tla' 'idmi- 
nistration of the fund is left to the Agent of the Jlaihvaj'. 

{!>) Ye.s. 

(c) No. On tlie IModras and Soutiiern Jtlahrattii uailw.iy iu* line 
fund is devoted entirel.v to the benefit of the subordin.‘'te .sr.afV. and *l'e 
late Anent neither nor was- given a farewell enfertainnicir. wa^ 

an.v grant made from ihe hne fund for such purjv.si-. 

Mr. N. M. aoshi : Am T to tnider'.fand th.at the Govi-rnmen? i-- mak¬ 
ing rules for the adminisfration of the Fim-s Fund : 

Mr. A. A. L. Par.sons : 'We are considering the whole Su-. 

the I’C.snlt of the sugeestion wliieh the Uononr.-ible r^fembfr lumself made 
at tlic last budget dehate. We are considerimr with ..Nirent-. tlu' question 
of forming .some kind of committee, on wliich the emplo^-ee- 'hem'-e]%e-. 
will be represented, to manage the fund tmder the Agent. 

( 395 ) 

I. ie\ 
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Mr. N. M. Joshi : May T repeat, Sir, a supplementary question which 
I asked sometime ago as to information about the use of the Finc.s Funds. 
Where is tiiat information to be obtained, as the figures are now deleted 
from the Railway Board’s Report ? 

• J! : At the moment, Sir, I cannot say that the 

information^ is a'vailable anywhere ; biit when ive consider what the 
future administration of the Pines Fund is to be, I will then consider 
also how this information should be made available to this House. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask, Sir, "whether the Railway Board will 
wnsider the advisabilitj' of is.suing a report on the administration of the 
Pines Fund ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am certainly prepared to consider the ques¬ 
tion, Sir. 


Admission op the Indian Railway Magazine to the Privileges op the 
Press Room op the Government of India. 


294. ’^"Mr. N. M. Joshi ; (a) WiU the Government be pleased to lay 
on the table a list of journals to whom the privileges of the Editor’s table 
of the Government of India are extended ? 


(1) Are the Government aware that the Indian Railway Magazine' 
(.Madras^ has been devoting itself during the last 3 years to a discussion 
and consideration of railway questions ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Indian Railway Magazine lias tivice applied 
to the Government of India to be favoured with the Editor’s table privileges 
so far at least as the Railway Department is concerned, so as to facilitate 
^s "ivork and that its application "wa.s supported by Diwan Bahadur T 
Rangaehariar and that both the applications were rejected ? 



pe Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a), (c) and (d). As the term used 

mus^LS^n’iriW^^ ^Interpretation, I 

^upplj to the Press of communiques and notifica- 
from Utp 'f Crovernment of India and similar papers is a matter distinct 
cedu .n n report" «nd publications generally. Tlie pro- 

Pres" RnnTii*af^t7™f^ is that the papens in question are laid in tlm 
fn « o . * the headquarters of Government, where they are available 

tins A I'ist of Agencies and Jonrnais as are given 

tires at nresent Imvf ^ the agencies and ne"\v.spapers ivhose repre.senta- 
Editn^of T ^^^d on the table. TJje 

to tlm Press Room , m f Ins reprissciLtatiye to be admitted 

but no such Local Ooyernment , 

bare, conseouentlv not been received and the Uoveriiment of India 
eoveimmenfpnbuiXnrs*''’'"”^ Tbe free supply of 

been informed thefe w ^ "“It”.™*® “«‘fer. As the editor has already 
n«my, and Give"e”™® y curtailed on grounds of cco- 

publications free of charA to t L Ind^VT ™PP‘y “3 cf their 
m Yes. ’ ^ Railway Magazine 
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List of Newspapers and News Agencies whose representaiives have Iccn advUited to the 
Press Poom of .the Government of India. 

1. Eeuters. 

2. Associated Press of India. 

B. Siml.i Times. 

4. Times of India, Bombay. 

5. Statesman, Calcutta. 

6. Press Press of India. 

,7. Hindustan Times, Dellii. 

8. The General News Agency, Delhi. 

9. Pioneer, Allahabad. 


Receipt by Telegraph Peons op Payment for more than one TELEGRiUi 

DELIVERED AT ONE AdDRESS. 


295. *Mr. N. M. JosM : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(ct) whether the Director General of Post and Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment has issued a circular that a batch of 5 telegrams or 
fraction thereof delivered at the same time and to the same 
addressee should be counted as one telegram for the pui’xiose 
of determining task work earnings ; 

(b) whether this practice will not reduce tlie earnings of the mes¬ 

sengers ; 

(c) whether Government have in some other way arranged to in¬ 

crease the emoluments of the messengers to compensate for 
the loss caused by the new circular ? 


The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : («) Yes. 

Yes, to a small extent. 

(c) No compensation is called for. Government have decided that 
the earnings which liave been lost wci-e irregular. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : ]\Iay I ask whether, though tlie earnings were 
irregular or not, these people are suffering a loss in tlie oai-ning.s winch 
th.oy used to make for many years 1 

The Honourable Mr. A. G. MeWatters : I have said already in answer 
to (b) that there was a loss to a small extent. 1 may explain to the 
Honourable IMeniber that the practice, which relates to tclcgra]ih peons 
receiving payment for more than one telegram delivered at one addrcs.s 
was contrary to the Post Office regulations, and the practice, which had 
grown up in a few Circle.s, was irregular and its discontinuance has been 

ordered. 


Recruitment of Indlvns to the General Service in the TELECRArn 

DePARTJIENI’. 


*Mr N. M. Joshi : Will the Government he plca.sed to state 
whether it is a fact that no Indian is recruited directly to the General Ser¬ 
vice in the Telegraph Department ? 

I/J'XLA 
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Recruitment of Indians to the General Service in the Telegraph 

I, Department, 

297 "Mr. N. M. JosM : (a) Will tlie Government be pleased to state 
vbetlier it is a fact that it is only Europeans and Anglo-Indians that are 
directly reernited to the General Service and that Indians can enter the 
General Service only by recommendation and selection from the Station 
Service ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : With your permission, Sir, I 
shall ansAver questions Nos. 296 and 297 together. The reply is 
in the negath’e. The Honourable Member is referred to the revised i-ules 
for the recruitment of telegraphists, a copy of v.'hich %vill be supplied to 
him. 


Number op Indians in the First Division of the Traffic Branch in the 

Telegraph Department, etc. 


298. ''-Mr. N. M. Joshi ; Will Gov'ernment be pleased to state : 

(«) lunv many Indians as distingui.shed from Anglo-Indians are in 
the First Dh-ision of the TrafSc Branch in the Telegraph De¬ 
partment ; and 

(h) the number of Indians and the number of Europeans and Anglo- 
Indians in the Second Dmsion of the Traffic Branch of the 
same Department ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (a) Indians—3 ; European—1 ; and An<ylo- 
• Indians—10.' 

{!)) Indians—1 ; European—1 ; and Anglo-Indians—30. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I a.sk irhy the number of Indians is so small ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers , It is due to tlie previous system of recruitment. 

Mr. II. rvl. Joshi : Ls that number likely to be increased very soon ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : Yes. 


Number of Men reverted from the ExPERmENTAL Wireless Branch to 
the Traffic Branch of the Telegraph Department, etc. 

299 Mr N. M. aoshi : Will the Government be pleased to state 
tlie number of inen reverted from the experimental Wireless Branch to the 
Traffic Branch from which they were chosen ? 

I"™” “mp'llea to do night dntv almost 

in the rules f ^ ^ ^ ' o^-ertime far in excess of that pre-scriliod 

these men are forcecl^To^vbrh^f inquire into the conditions under ivliicli 
rules ? excess of that required of them bv the 
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■L. : It is presumed that the Honourable ileinber refers 

the staff employed in the Madras-Iiangoon Wireless Wheatslojie Expert* 
ment. If so, the replies to the question are : 

(<j) 4 men reverted to the Traffic Branch. 

(5) All the 4 are Indians. 

(n) Service in the Wireless Branch is such that -wirelc.ss oiicratnrs 
must necessarily carry out regular duty at niglit and on holi¬ 
days in excess of tliat required in the Traftic Branch of the 
Department and this additional requirement vas considered 
in fixing the special tvireless allowances which have been 
granted also to the wireless Wheatstone staff. As tlii.s i.s 
a necessary feature of the wircle.ss Wheatstone Experiment, 
operators who arc not willing to conform to these conditions 
cannot be retained. The .system of calling for volunteers 
has been adopted and there has been no compulsion in Inc 
selection of candidates. 

(d) In view of the answer to (c) this que.stion does not arise. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask on what principle the selection for re¬ 
version was made ? 

Mir. P, G. Rogers : The selection for reversion was made in this way. 
These particular men were npt willing to -complj- with the conditions of 
w'’ork which were necessary for working the j\Iadras-Rangoon Wireless 
Experimcnl. 


Termination of the Contract uuth cert^vin Anglo-Indlvn Schools tor 

TRAINING Telegraphists. 

300. ’^Mr, N. IVE, Joshi ; (a) With reference to reply given on 1st 
February last to my starred question No. 27, regarding the termination of 
the contract with certain Anglo-Indian schools for training telegraphists, 
will Government be pleased to state whether they have come to a decision 
regarding the revised method of recruiting telegraphists 1 

(h) If .so, what is tlial revi.sed method and have the contracts referred 
to been terminated ? 

(c) If no decision is arrived at, why is delay being caused ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0, MeWatters ; (a) and (h). Yes. The 
Honourable ilember is referred to the revised nilc.s for the i-eci-uitment 
of telegraxihi.sts. a copy of which will be supifiied to him in enniieetmii 
with hi.s starred question No. 296. 

Notices, terminating the contracts within tlm calendar y.-ar 1929 have 
already issued. 

(c) Does not ari.se. 


Training of Indians as Wireless Oper.vtors. 

301 ’"Mr N. M. Joshi : With reference to the reply given to my 



0 ^ how many .and how many of Ihe total arc .Anglo-Indians 
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The Honourable Mr. A. 0 . McWatters : On 15th August, 1,928, there 
were 16 telegraphists under training for ivireless. ^Of tliesc 11 were 
Indians, and of tiie remainder 2 were Anglo-Indians. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : ]\ray I ask whether stejis were taiccn to select 
Indians from different provinces ? 

The Honourable Mr, A. 0 . McWatters : I .shall have to ask for notice 
of that question. 


Abolition of Railway BIatl >Service Circle.s. 

302. *Mr. Ismail Khan ; (a) Is it a fact that the Government of 
India extended the date of abolition of the R. M. S. Circles from 1st Julj^ 
to 1st November on a repre.scntation from the staff of the office of the 
R. M. S., Northern Circle, stating that in consequence of the short notice 
of the deei.sion of Government in Ihe matter Ihe employees would be 
ineoni'enieneed in respect of the edneatioii of their children and-in getting 
housing accommodation in tlie rainy .sea.son ? 

(h) Are Government aware that the postponement of the abolition till 
the 3.si Xovemher Avill not remove the inconvenience of the employees in the 
matter of the education of their children : 

(o) If the reply to (a) and (h) is in aftirmalive, do Goverinnent pro- 
po.se to extend the date to 1st April, 1929, and if in the negatii-e. will the 
Govez'nment be pleased to state the reasons which render it absolutely 
neeessaxy to abolish the office ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters ; (a) Te.s. 

(5) aud (c). A repre.sentation has been received and the whole ques¬ 
tion is under examination. 


Advanced Increments granted to Officials of the Offices of the Direc- 
tor-Generae, Post.s and Telegraphs, and the Accountant General, 
Posts and Telegraphs, on their Transfer peoji Calcutta to Delhi. 


303. ^"Mr. Ismail Khan : (o) Is it a fact : 

(f) That the Government sanctioned 5 advance increments to each 
official of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, and 
Accountant General. Po.st.s and Telegraphs, on their transfer 
from Calcutta to DeUii ? 


(ii) That the cost of living in Delhi is cheaper than that in Calcutta 9 

■nvnrll} affirmrstive, do Government 

to the same number of advance increments to the officials 

to be tiansferrod to Lahore, Lucknow and Karachi from Amhala '2 


The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) (,') No • 

(«) (ff). Yes. 

(h) In view of the reply to part («) (i) above, this does not arise. 


J UBERCULOSrS IN Delhi. 

meut been drawn to the no'te^d^resso? I attention of Govern- 

note addre.ssed by Major Webb, I.M.S., Assistani 
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Director-of Public Health, Delhi-Province, to the members of the Delhi 
Aiimicipal Committee, on the prevalence of tuberculosis in the city, and 
particularly to the opinion expz'essed in the note as follows : 

" I am of opinion tliat you cannot and will not cll’cct tlie real solution of tlio 
in'oblem of tuberculosis in your‘Delhi until the ‘congested .state of the city has been 
relieved ”? ‘ ’ 

Mr. Gr. S. Bajpai : The Government of India have not scon Major 
Webb’s note but have .seen a summary of it in the ncwspapcr.s. 

The Eevd. J. C. Obatterjee : AVill Govenmienl be pleased to state if 
any action was taken oii tlie report made at the imstanee of Government 
by Dr. Arthur Lankaster in 1915-16 on tuberculosis in India 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; Yes, Sir ; the report of Dr. Lankaster was-circu¬ 
lated to Local Governments. 

The Rev. J. C. Chatterjee : Will Government be pleased to ylaeo some 
copies of Dr. Lanlcaster’s report on tuberculosis in the Library ! 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai : I .shall con-sicler that sugtie.stion. 


Scheme for City Extension submitted by the Delhi ^IuiVicipalitv, 


.905. "'The Eevd. J. 0. Chatterjee : (a) Is it a fact ihat the Delhi 
Municipality submitted last year a scheme for city exten.sion. along: the 
land lying vacant outside the city Avail, between the Dellii and Ajincre 
Gates ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmaiive, will Government bo 
pleased to state Avliat action they have taken or propose to take in connec¬ 
tion with the scheme ? 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) No such .scheme has lieen .submilred to the 
Government of India. 

(b) Does not therefore arise. 


ReA’-d. J, G. Chatterjee : Have the GoA'crnment of India .seen in tlm 
pubjlc Pres.s extracts from the scheme or comments on the sehemo sub- 
i.oitted by the Delhi Municipality ? 

Mr G S. Bajpai : The Government of India have not seen any reler- 
ence in the public Press to thi.s particular scheme. Of course, they lune 
had before them schemes relating to the removal ot 
exists in certain parts of Delhi. 


conge.stion which 


Provision of Drainage and Water Supply to the We.stern Exten.Sion 
OF Delhi City knoav'N as Karaul B.vgh. 

906 *fhe Eevd J. C. Chatterjee : (o) Is it a fact that the wcs.eni 
„x.eM“on kmlnls Karanl Bagh is still ailhont .Ifantage aa.l tval...- snp- 

'fit It flic answer to (a) lie in the nfflrniative, will Govcrnmenl be 

Soncr! DeUli, for ineh.sion in' the S-ye.-ir progranime of erpansion 
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medical and public health facilities in Delhi Province and the Government 
of India hope to be able to consider these schemes along with the re.st of 
the programme. 

The Eevd. J. 0. Chatterjee : Will Government be pleased to give some 
assurance as to when this drainage scheme is likely to be started consider¬ 
ing that it is now over ten years since thi.s settlement was established by 
Government themselves ? 

Mr. President : No argument is permissible. 

The Eevd. J. C. Chatterjee : Will Government be prepared to give 
some as.snranee as to when this drainage scheme is likely to be completed ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I cannot give an assurance as to when the drainage 
scheme is likely to be completed, seeing that I am not in a position to give 
an assurance when it is to be taken in hand, but I can give the Honourable 
Member an assurance that we shall consider the scheme as soon as 
possible. 


House Shoetage and High Rents in Delhi. 

307. ■’•‘The Eevd. J. 0. Chatterjee : (a) Has the attention of Gov- 
einmeut been called to an article that appeared on page 6 of the Stafcsnuin 
of the 20tli June, 1928, under the heading “ House Shortage and High 
Rents "vnj-d a similar article,-in the Pioneer of the same date under the 
heading of a ^ Delhi Lette^ ? 

. Goveimipenr^ pleased to state whetlier the statements made 

m tli*l itriicib arc ..substantially or partiallj' correct ? 

Mr. A. A. ii. Parsons : (a) Government have seen the articles 

menlione.d-r ^ 

(7))^ Only 8 bungalows, and not 20 as stated, have been rented in 
Civil Lines foi officei's of the North-"Western Railway. It is probably 
true that the establi.shment of the Clearing Accounts Office at Delhi has 
increased the difficult}' of finding accommodation. The Railway Board 
are now considering what steps should be taken to house the clerks of 

tills OITICC. 


Influx OP Officers. Clerk:.s and Office Servants into Delhi conse¬ 
quent ON THE Transfer of certain Offices to that Place. 

TO sS' ^ : («) Will Government be pleased 

b ou^ht inffi Delhi with the transfer to that city of the followimr offices : 

1. Office of {lie Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs^ 

2. Railway Accounts Clearing Office. 

North Western Railway. 

4. Northern India Salt Department ? 

tion has been prmiSTor tlVoffi bousing aceommoda- 

the offices named in “(a) ablve servants connected with 

paired K^thrSonrabR R n' 

mshed to him as .soon as pos-siblm ^ ^ collected and will be fur- 
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Number or Bungaxows rented by the North Western Railway in the 
Civil Lines and Darya Ganj, Delhi. 

309. '‘^'The Bevd. J. 0. Chatterjee : Will Government be pleased to 
Elate tlie number of bungalows rented in the Civil Lines and Darj-a Ganj 
bj the North Western Railway for the aecoinmodation of officers or 
offices ? 

Mr. A, A. L. Parsons : 8 bungalow.s have been rented in Civil Lines 
for officers of the North-Western Railway. No bungalows have been 
rented in Darya Ganj. 

The Revd. J. C. Chatterjee ; Have any bungalows been rented for 
railway offices in the Civil Lines, such as the Railway iMail >Service office 
and so forth ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Railway Mail Service offices are not railway 
offices, Sir. I am quite unable to give an answer except with regard 
to the North-Western Railwaj", the figures for which I have already 
given to the Honourable Member. 


Provision or Housing Accommodation in Delhi for the Officers and 

Staffs of the Government Offices transferred to that Place. 

310. *The Revd. J. C. Chatterjee : Will Government be jileasod to 
slate M'hat steps they propose to take to provide housing aecomraodaiion 
in Delhi for the officers and staffs of the Government offices transferred to 
it ? 

The Honourable Mr. A- 0. MeWatters : Pi-esumahJy the Honourable 
Member has in mind the offices mentioned in question No. 308. As far 
as the offices of the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, tlm 
Northern India Salt and Revenue Department are concerned, wlucli 
have now been located in the temporary Secretariats, there is no in¬ 
tention fo provide further housing accommodation ni Delhi. nen 
Army Headquai’ters move to Neiv Delhi, the accommodation thus se 
free 'should be .sufficient for all these deinand.s. aiic possibihty ot 
making some suitable arrangements for quarters for Lie minisienal stall 
of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office is under iiivestigatiou. 

Water Supply of Delhi City. 

311. *The Revd. J. C. Chatterjee: (a) Has the attention of Gov¬ 
ernment been called to the debate which took place at a sjiecml I*!, 

the Delhi Slunieipality held on the Hlh July, 19-t>, on J'' ‘,1 , 

-Hr s 

it maintained its own water woiks : 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state what is the^cost P 
-npr thousand "-aUons of water, incurred by the ^foint w atex Go. i t. . 
the liite cliargcd for supply by it to the Delhi ^lunicipal Conimntec . 

(c) If the cost incurred by the Joint Qo-ernm^ffi^ S 

the price guaranteed to the Municipal Committee. viU Go.einnun. 

pleased to .state, how the los.s so incurred is met V 
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The HonoTirable Mr. A. C. McWatters ; («) Not specifically j but 
they understand that a copy of the proceedings of the special meeting was 
received by the Chief Commissioner in the ordinary course. 

(h) The cost of suppljdng Avater in 3926-27 on 11 months’ Avorking 
including interest and rcimj'ment of loan and .sinking fund Avas 3.27 
annas per thousand gallons. The final figures for 1927-28 are not 
aA'ailable as yet but the rate is not likely to be above 3.10 annas 
per thousand gallons. The rate charged to the Delhi ktunielpal Com¬ 
mittee is 3 annas per thousand galloii.s. 

(c) The loss incurred is inoi in the manner proA'ided for in section 
13 (4) of the Delhi Joint IVater Board Act, 1920. 


Average Cost of Pumpixg Water axd the Average Daily Volujie of 
THE Output- of Water in Delhi. 


312. •‘■■The iievd. J. C. C’natterjee : (a) Is it a fact that Aidlen 
inviting the Delhi Municipality to participate in the Joint Water Board..* 
Scheme, the Chief Commissioner in his letter No. 0150-W., dated llaisiua,' 
tiie 13th October, 1923, to the Deputy Coromis-sioner, Delhi, staled that 
the Chief Engineer had estimated that the actual jnimping cost of Avator, 
taking interest on half the eapital figures, Avas likely to Avork out to some 
figures between 2 annas 6 pies to 2 annas 9 pies per 1,000 gallons on 
8 million gallons, and that the rate Avould diminish ns the volume increased ? 

(h) AYill Government be pleased to slate, AA’hat the actual average 
cost of pumping Avater ha.s been for the last three years and the average 
daily volume of the ontjiut of Avaier during this period 

(c) If the average cost of pumping has been in excess of the estim.ate 
furnished by the Chief Engineer, Avill Government be jileased to state, 
what are the reasons for such an excess '• 

{cl) Will Government be pleased to state Avhat Avas the co.st of pump¬ 
ing per thousand ga lons of water incui-red by the Delhi IMunieipality, 
and the aA^erage daily output, before the ilunicipal Water Works AA'ere 
acquired by the Joint Water Board ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. Mc'Watters : (a) The ansAver is in the 

affirmalive. 


(&) Final figures for 1927-28 are not aAmilahle at present. The 
Joint Water Board began to function with effect from 1st May 1928' 
only. 


(c) The Chief Engineer’s e.stimate Avas based on an assumed 
daily supply of 8 million gallons and Aidien that figure is reached, it is 
hoped that the cost aauII he A\dtliin the Chief Engineer’s estimate. The 
present supply is about 7 million gallons. 

(d) The Delhi Administration Eeports give the quantity .supplied 
and cost of supply as folloAA's : 


1921- 22 4.18 niillion gallons 2.30 annas. 

1922- 23 4.21 million gallons 2.68 annas. 

do not include any thing for administration, interest o 
Xh two years ft 

ciual ‘CoiriTniHo^'^ ere the last tAvo years during Avhich the Mun 
e was in exclusiA'e charge of the Avater Avorks. 
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Contamination of the Water Sufply of Deehi City. 


. . 313. -The Revd. J. C. Chatterjee : (a) lias the attention of Gov¬ 
ernment been drawn to the statements made by the Medical Ofricer of 
Health of the Delhi Municipality, to the effect that the water .supply of 
the city in .some of the most eonge.sted parts had been found to be 
contaminated with acid and gas forming haeteria deteete’d in .samplc.s of 
GO e. c. of drinking water, and that he believedj this to be due fn a 
number of water pipes passing through drains and sewage pipes ; 

(h) Is it a fact that the Delhi Municipality have for some time been 
urging the Government of India to give them an adeqiiale grant or loan, 
to “improve the system of water distribution in the city ? 


(c) In view of the contamination of the water supplj' of the city and 
the serious dangers to public health resulting therefrom, will Govern¬ 
ment be ple.ased to state what steps they propose to take to assist the 
Delhi Municipality in dealing with this urgent problem ? 

' Mr. G. S. Eajpai : («) Yes. 


(&) and (e). The improvement of the water supply in Delhi Gjiy 
is one of the’items recommended by the Municipality and the Chief 
Oommis.sioner, Delhi, for inclusion in the 5-year jjrngramme to which 
I have already referred in a previous answer given to-day. The Govern¬ 
ment of India recogni.se the importance of the sclieme and are consider¬ 
ing the request of the hlunicipality for financial assistance fnward.s 
giving effect to it. 


The I?.evd. J. 0. Chatterjee ; Arc Goveimmcnt aware of the .serious 
epidemic of typhoid that has visited Delhi this summer and which still 
continues to some extent ? Ai'c Government also aware that thus was 
partly due to the contaminated water supply ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Governmcnl have seen reports, 

Pre.ss to the effect that there has been a severe e]udemiC 
in Delhi. They have made inquiries on the subject from 


V. J. . -- - - J 

Commissioner, and he did recognise that 


to 


Sir. in the 

of typh<iid 

the Chief 
extent the eontamiiia- 


somc _ 

tion of the water supply was ro.sponsihlc for the infoetion. 
statement made by me lliat Government propose to take ^ 

up for consideration urgently is proof of their recognition of the im¬ 
portance of the matter. 

The Revd- J. 0. Chatterjee : Am I then to_ nnder.sland that Gov¬ 
ernment will take np tlie qne.stion of the consideration of the 
for improving tlie ivatcr supply independent of the five-year iirogrammc 
which *mav he indefinitely delayed ? 

Mr G. S. Bajpai ; I do not think. Sir, tliat the exclusion of this 
particular item from the five-year proerramme is ueeessar> .o the 
cognition of its importance or urgency. 


Feeder D.meways in Sind, etc. 

in Sind ” and “ Need of a Station at Bhina. . 
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(&) What step, if any, do the Government propose to take in the 
matter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(&) Government understand that the representation from the 
people of Bhiria is now under consideration by the North-Western 
Eailway authorities, but as this town is already only 5 miles from the 
existing main line between Samasata and Hyderabad, it is not likely 
that the suggested alteration of the alignment can be justified. 


Settlesient of Moplahs in the Andamans. 


315. ^'Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state what is the number of Moplah settlers in the Andamans at present, 
men, women and children respectively ? 

(&) In view of the Government’s acceptance of the conclusions of Sir 
Alexander Gardew’s Committee to discontinue the Andamans as a penal 
settlement, will Government be pleased to state the reasons for still keep¬ 
ing the Moplahs there ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) There are at present 2,967 
Moplahs in the Andamans : 1,526 men, 587 women and 854 children. 

(&) The policy of the Government of India in regard to the An¬ 
damans is stated in the Home Department Resolution No. P.-20|26- 
Jails, dated the 27th February 1926. I wmuld particularly invite the 
Honourable Member’s attention to paragraph 5 of the Ee.solulion. The 
Moplahs at present in the Islands are Ihose ivho have either elected to 
stay on or have volunteered to go there on the terms offered in the 
Home Department Resolution No. F.-188j24-Jai]s, dated the 4th October 
1926. 


Mr. K, Ahmed : Hoiv is it that after the Cardeiv report to the 
effect that the Andamans should be di.scontinued as a ])ena} settlement 
for the Moplahs, Government have still kept these people there, and 
how is it that Government now say that the Moplahs have volunteered 
to go there ? 


The Honourable Mr. T. Orerar : The recommendation of the Jails 
Committee rvas that the Andamans should he discontinued as soon as 
practicable as a penal settlement. The Moplahs who are at present 
there have gone there on a purely voluntary basis. 


Mr. K, Ahmed : Do Government propose to allow any other con- 
vict,s to go there or in tlie alternative state whj'^ these persons only should 
he allowed to continue to live in a place ■which is insanitary, nnhealthj' 
and brings demoralisation to humanity ? 


Mr. J, Crerar : I do not think 
° there should he removed except in some 


rnat riic people 
such cir- 
bring 


in £v A the Cardew Committee stated 

demoralisation to Mmanftv ? '' unhealthy and that it brings 
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The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the Government Resolution that I have quoted in which 
matters have been gone into in full detail. 


Mr. K. Ahmed : Is it not a fact, Sir, that these are stated in that 
report and in view of that fact, how do the Government proiio.se to 
allow the Moplahs to remain there ? 


The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : The places in which the ]\Ioplalis 
are settled are not, in the opinion of the local authorities and com¬ 
petent medical authority, insanitary. The general opinion is that the 
conditions prevailing there are very much better than those which 
the Moplahs had in their own countrjn 


t-.'-Mr. K. Ahmed. : Has there been anj^ other authorised report 
made by medical men after the report of the Cardew Committee ? 
Was not the latter report wwitten after a most sifting inquiry and 
submitted to the Government of India 1 


The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I do not think, Sir. that that 
question arises out of the inquiry as to the number of Jloplahs in the 
Andamans at present. 


Mr. President : The questdon arises in this ivay. My recollection 
is that tho^Honourable Member answered a previous question by say¬ 
ing that these places were not insanitary ; but we have the report of 
Sir Alejiander Cardew's Committee to show that these places arc 
insanitary and so the Honourable Member now wants to know vhethei 
there has been any further report of any medical authority, and that 
question is perfeoly legitimate. 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : In regard to certain parts of the 
island where malaria has been prevalent (I may explain that tlinse 
parts are close to the coast) steps have since been taken to rcdiuic the 
malaria with excellent effects and further measures in that dirt.ction 
are being token. 


Total Str'en'Gth axp Religion of High Court Judges in Ixdi.v. 

31G ■ Faii Abdoola Haroon : Vfill Government be pleased to .state 
the total eti jRll, ol High Com-I .7udgo., in oool> m M'- '."'I 

the number of Hindus, Europeans. IMuhammadaiis, Paihis and 
respectively ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The hiforniation is contained in ilm 
statement which T Iiave placed in the Librai-y. 

Total Cadre of Inspectors, Preventive Officers and Appraisef..^ i.v the 

CusTOJr House. Kar-vciii. 

^'Haii 4bdoola Haroon : Will Government be pleased to stale 
^Hmt is the total cadre of Inspectoiv. Preventive Officer.- ana Apprm-m-- 
It the karaehi C'lRiitoins station and liow many of them are blnhaimimdan . 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : A statement furni^iimr 
tIic information required is laid on the table. 
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Statement shoivin/j the Mai strcftgth of Inspectors, Pj-cvcniive Officers aM Appraisers 
in the Karachi Custom House anil the number of Muhammadans employed. 

Total Muhammadans 
strength, employed. 

Inspectors .. .. .. I 

Preventive Officers .. .. 37 5 

Appiaisers .. .. .. 22 1 


63 6 


IIecojimendations op THE Indian Cinematograph Committee. 

318. ’'Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer : Will the Government be pleased to 
state : 

(a) if they have con-sidered the recommendations of the Indian 
Cinema Committee ? and 

(h) if they propose to create a Central Cinema Department ? 

(c) if the answer to (b) be in the affirmative, when do they 
propose to create the department 7 

((?) if tlie answer to (u) be in the negative, when do they propose 
to consider the recommendations and whether thej' propose 
to consult tlic A.ssembly in regard to iliem during this! 
session 7 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Government have talieu the recom¬ 
mendations under their consideration, hut some time must elapse before 
it is possible to .secure the view.s of Local Govcrnraenls and to reach final 
conclusions on the proposals. Consequently Governnient will be unable 
to lay any measure based on the Committee’s recommendations before 
the House during the present Session. 


Mr. B. Das ; Has the attention of the Hononrablc Member been 
drawn to the statement published in the Fre.ss that Mr. S. N. Mulliek, 
who wa.s delegated by the Government of India to the League of Nations’ 
Assembly, made a statement there that -wcslern films had a harmful effect 
on Indian children and Indian cinema-goers and lliat he ivas supported, 
by Dame Lyttleton of England and the Persian representative ? 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; T do not think. Sir, lhat that ai'ise.s 
out of the original question whether Government will lay before the 
IIou.se any measures based on the recommendation,s of the Committee. 


B. Das ; Is it not a fact, Sir, that one of the recommendations 
of tiiis Cinema Committee is that ivestern films have a harmful effect 
on Indian children and cinema-goers ? 


The Honourable m. J. Crerar : I submit. Sir, once more that that 
question doo.s not arise. When Government is in a position to lay its 
considered conclusions and also specific iiroposals for legislation, if any 
rhat may be necessary, before the House, this que&l bion might arise in the 

to tliP ^ it does not arise as a supplementary question 

to the original question asked by Mr. Eanga Iyer' 
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Mr. B, Das : Why docs not the Honourable' Member acce])f a fact 
when it is a fact and one which has already been mentioned by the 
representative of the Govermnent of India before the Leasrue of Nations f 


Propaganda in India by Bolshevists and Com.'.iumsts. 


319, "^Mr. Kikabhai Premchand ; (n) Are Government aware of the 
allegations of Bolshevist and Communistic activitj* in disseminating their 
principles throughopt India and inspiring the numerous strikes which we 
witness all over the country ? 

(b) Do Government propose taking any steps to check such ])ropa- 
ganda among the ignorant and credulous workers and thus stop the hard- 
sliips and xH’ivations caused to these labourers arising from any strike 
situation ? 


(c) If GoA'ernment do not possess adequate powers, do they con¬ 
template arming themselves with extra ones to end any insidious attempts 
by Bolshevist and Communistic agitators at the destruction of authority 
and to safeguard the peaceful working of industiy in the country ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Yes. 

(b) and (<c-). Government haA-e the matter under their careful con¬ 
sideration, and so far as concerns one aspect of the case I Avould refer the 
Honourable Member to the Bill published in the Gazette of India of the 
25tli-August. 

Mr, N. M. Joshi : IMay I ask Avhethcr Government is aware that 
officers and district officers on Indian Railways permit tlie spread of 
Bolshevik ideas in this country by refusing to remove tlic legitimate 
grievances of AA'orkers and by refusing to deal Avith real trade unions in 
this country ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : N’o, Sir. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; I ask Aviiether the Ilononraldc Jleinher Avill make 
imiuiries in this matter. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Is it a fact. Sir, that many times it has been lonud 
in the neAvspaiier.s—and probably the information Avith the GoA^ernment 
Avdl shoAA"—that .strikers and leaders of this party iiave been receiving 
funds from the Bolshevik country and other countries, sucli as England 
and kseAvhere, in order to carry on this kind of projiaganda and .slnke.s 
all over the country ? Will this Bill put a stop to that money being 
received from England from tlie Labour Iharty ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : That particular question doe.s not 
arise. As the Honourable Member will .see, if-docs not come within the 

scope of the Bilk 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh : Are Government prepared to lay on the 
table all the materials Avhich they may have on tins question 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Xo. Sir. 

Mr K Abmed : Will the Safety Bill prevent the activities of striker.s 
in this ’eoiintrv as far as money comimr from the BoJshevUc country as 
Avell as from labour leaders in England is concerned, in order to lomenl 
the inspirina of numerous .strike.s in the country f 
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The Honourable Mi'. J. Crerar : That, Sir, i.s a matter for debate on 
the motion Avhich stands in my name on the paper to-day. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May I know why Government are unable 
to place all evidence on record on the table ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar ; Becan.se, Sir, some part of Ibis is of a 
very secret character and it would not be in the public interest to publish 
it. 

Mr. Abdul Haye : In view of what has already been said on the 
floor of this House on this subject I do not propose to put my questions 
Nos. 320 and 321. With your perini.ssion, Sir 1 will init my question 
No. 322. 

Mr. President : Would it not be desirable, in view of the fact that 
a date has been promised by Government to diseu.ss the whole quc.stion,t 
that the Honourable Member should wait till the discussion takes place in 
this House ? 

Mr. Abdul Haye : I agree to your sugge.stion, Sir. 

iXos. 320 —322-'. 


Peomotioy op Guards erom B Class to C Class ok the North Westerit 

E.ulway. 

323. Mr. Abdul Haye : (o) Is it a fact that the Traffic Mauag'er's 
Circular No. 476-E., dated the 18th June, 1922. exempts the B Cln.ss guards 
of the North Western Railway, of more than 15 years’ approved service 
from the assistant station masters’ examination for promotion to Glass C ? 

{h) Is it a fact that the Circular also lays down that a li.S’t of recom¬ 
mended men. only in order of seniority will be maintained in the Traffie 
Manager's office from which promotions from class B to class C will he 
made 1 

(o) Is it a fact that certain persons have been promoted to class C 
when they had even less than one year’.s service to iheir credit and drew 
as much as Ss. 75 per month 1 

■ (d) Is it a fact that dmdng the promotions made in February last the 
clams of tlic men with more than 15 yeans’ approved experience were ser 
aside against men of one year’s service, and if so will the Government state 
reasons for this ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : {«) The Korlh Western Eailwav Administra- 

Circular No. 476-E. ‘of 18th Jime 
J9L2. 1 ncler tlie exi'^nug rules men who liad so or more vear.s’ approved 

seriK'c ns guard on the 28th July 'JOVI can be recdmmend'ed for inclusion 
m a list raamtamed in llie headquarters’ office of men from udioni .selection 
.or promotion to Class C is made withoni liaving passed the a.ssisiont 
staiion masters’ examination. 

nromntL 7 tJ-^’ taken into consideration in making such 

ZZ° ‘S 15 S .ifv e™ no oil** B »r sp«ial dass B 

hut merelv urovides Service any title to be promoted to Class 0, 

— ■ '-at specially capable and deserving men with this 
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Amount of service are not debarred from .such promotion by the fact that 
they have not passed the assistant station masters ’ examination, 

(c) iSTo. I understand that one such man has been put iii to officiate 
in Grade IV. 

(d) The rule ■which I have explained was strictly followed when pro¬ 
motions to Grade 0 were made in February last. 


Inclusion of certain Subjects as Optional Subjects in certain specified 
Imperial Ser-vices Examinations. 


324. *Dr. B. S. Moonje : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state which of the subjects, studied by a student of B. Commerce of an 
Indian University, are included in tbe following Imperial Services exaraina- 
tion.s : 


(i) Finance. 

(ii) Military Accounts, 
(in) Indian Audit. 

(iv) Indian Customs ? 


(6) Do Government propose to include the following subjects as 
optional subjects in the above examinations : 

(i) Accountancy and Auditing. 

(it) Banldng, Money, Currency and Public Finance. 

(iii) Industrial and Commercial organisation. 

(iv) Economic development of the Empire and India ? 

(c) Do Government propose to include these subjects in examinations 
for the I. C. S. also ? 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra •. (a) One conunou 
examination is held for candidates for adm^sion to the Indian a.m 

Accounts Service, the jMilitary Accounts Department and the Irapcna 
Customs Service, at which each candidate is required to take English am. 
tlie viva voce test, and not more than two of the following sub.)ects : 


Political Economy and Economic History. 

Mathematics (Pure and IMixed). 

Pliy.sics. 

^ Chemistry. 

Indian and English History. 

One of the following classical languages with its literature 

Latin, Greek, Sanskrit. Arabic and Pei-sian. . , ^ 

I ref'ret it has not been possible for me to ascertain the cnrneula of 
B. Commerce Examinations of various Indian Lniver.silies in the tune m 

mj dispo^l. ^ ^ revision of the .s-yllalms of the Indian Audit 

and Accounts Service Examination is being considered by the Public • er- 
wees Commission. 

(r) Certain proposals for the revision of the list of snb,iects for 'he 
Indian Civil Scrwicc Examination are now under consideration. If tnc'-f’ 
L91I/A ® 
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are finallj' approved Nos. (ii), (Hi) and (iv) of the subjects mentioned by 
the Honourable Member will be included in one or more of the papers deal¬ 
ing with economic subjects. The inclusion of a paper on Accountancy and 
Auditing would not appear to be called for. 


Cruelty to a Consiokment op Monkeys sent prom Lucknow to Bombay 
BY THE Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

326. Dr. B. S. Moonje : Will the Government be pleased to state : 

(1) the names and addresses of the sender and consignee of a 

consignment of three crates -of monkeys transhipped at 
Jliansi Junction into the Delhi—Bombay mail train on the 
29th Julj'^ 1928 and reported to have been booked at Luck¬ 
now for delivery at Bombay ? 

(2) the dimensions of each ci’ate and the number of monkeys in 

each ? 

(3) whether it is a fact that the legs of the monkejs protruded 

through the openings in the bottom of the crates and that, 
in spite of this, the crates were dragged along the floor of 
the luggage compartment at the time of loading at Jhansi ? 

(4) wliether it is a fact that the crates wei'e loaded into a lug¬ 

gage van the only ventilation in which was through the 
fixed side Venetians. ‘ 

(5) what action Government propose to take against the sender 

and con.signee of the consignment and the railway ofticials 
responsible for accepting and forwarding it ? 

(6) what action Government propose to put a stop, once and for 

all, to this abominable cruelty to dumb animals ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Government are asking the Agent of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway to let them know the facts and I will communi¬ 
cate vith the Honourable ilember as soon as his reply is received. 


Strike at Bamangachi on the East Indian Railway. 

Eai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy : Will Government be pleased 


ib) 


326. 
to state . 

(a) What were the immediate causes of the strike at Bamangaclii 
on the East Indian Railway ? 

How many employees of the East Indian Railway took part 
ni the strike ? 

(c) For how long did such strike continue and what was the total 
amount of loss occasioned to the East Indian Railway bv 
reason of sucli strike ? “ 

id) How many employees who participated in the strike move- 
.r inent have resumecLwork and hp,w many of them have been 
\ T Iw the,East Indian Railway and why ? 

^ %trikerrnRailway'Police'had to’^open'fire on'the 
if so maintaining law and order and 

wi4'Xt a • course wh. .de.te. «nd 
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^ ^ 1 ,^; ■• I presume tlie HonourabU Member refers 

to the strike m the Lillooah workshops as there was no strike in tiic Baman- 
gaehi Locomotive Yard. 


(a) The ^mediate cause of the strike was stated by the General Sec¬ 
retary of the East Indian Railway Union at Khagaul to be the dischar"e of 
4 workmen ; but the strike was probably due in reality to the refusal of 
certain demands of the workmen. 


i'b) 11,296 employees went out on strike in the Lillooah Carriage and 
IVagon workshops ; in addition 596 men at Ondal, 1,530 men at Asansoi. 
890 men^ of the' Stores and Electrical Department at Lillooah, and 2,003 
men at Howrah, struck ivork in sympathy with the Lillooali workshop men— 
a total of 16,315 men. 

(c) The strike at Lillooah commenced on the 7tli March and termi¬ 
nated on the 10th July. 19 days after the termination of that strike, the 
men at Lillooah again refused to work and the shops were closed for 9 day.s. 
On the 8tli of August they were re-opened and the men came hack to 
work. 


It is impossible to say what loss, if any, ivas caused to the East Indian 
Railway by reason of the strike. Traffic was not interfered with. 

(d) Out of the total of 16,315 men, about 15,000 have resumed work. 
53 men wore di.sinissed from the Lillooah sho]5s for creating a disturbance 
in the shops on the 30th July, and about 650 )nen at A.sansol and Ondal 
were dismissed for not having resumed duty in accordance with the Agent's 
orders. Of tlic.se 650 men, nearly -100 have been re-engaged and otlicrs are 
being' taken back as vacancies ari.<sc. The balance is made up of men of all 
departments who have not yet come back to worli. 

(e) Fire was opened by the Eastern Frontier Rifles under the orders 
of the Superintendent of Police. The casualties wnre 2 killed and 2 in¬ 
jured. 

Mr. N.-M. Joshi : Sir, may I ask ivhat is the proper amount of the 
charges which Government continue to pay to tlie strikers and ali>(,) the 
charges necessary for the payment of the workers ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Will the Honoiu-able Member please put 
down a question ? He can hardly expect me to Jiave those figures in my 
head. 

Eai Bahadtu’ Tarit Ehusan Roy : "Was it the finding of tlie Magis¬ 
trate of Howrah who held an inquiry into this matter that the occasion 
wan-anted the railway police or the constituted authorities to open firo on 
the strikers ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Tliesc. Sir. are qnc.stions which 
are now in issue in a case which is at present sub judicc. T am ihcrrforc 
not.in a position to mak-e at this stage any statement in the matter. 


Reduction of Fares ox the Eastern Bengal Railway, etc. 

327. ^‘Rai Bahadur Tarit Ehusan Roy : Will Government he pleased 
io state : 

(a) Whetlier it is a fact that the earnings from the Ea.st Indian 
Railway passenger service have increased after reduction of 
fai'es 1 
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(6) Will a comparative statement be made shewing the earnings 
from the passenger services of the East Indian Eailway 
before and after the latest reduction of fares for a period of 
one year or more ? 

(c) Is it a fact that no reduction of fares has yet been made on 

the Eastern Bengal Railwaj’^ passenger services to bring the 
table of fares to the same level as prevails on the East Indian 
Railway and, if not, why not ? 

(d) Is it in contemplation to revive the system of issuing six- 

monthly 1st, 2nd and intermediate class _ return tickets to 
the passengei’s on the Eastern Bengal Railway ? and if so, 
when ? 

Mr. A, A. L. Parsons : (a) The reductions in intermediate and 
third class mail fares only came into force on the 1st March 1928, and in 
third class fares generallj' on the 1st May 1928, and I am afraid it is not 
yet possible to say whether they have led to an increase in passenger traffic. 

(h) These figures are already given in Volume II of the Report bj’’ 
the Railway Board on Indian Railways. 

(c) The answer to the fii’st part of the question is in the affirmative; 
fhe Eastern Bengal Railway has only just begun to pay its way. 

(d) Eight-monthly return tickets for first and second class passengers 
are issued. It is not proposed to issue return tickets for intermediate class 
passengers. 

Attachment of Intermediate and Third Class Compartments for Female 

Passengers close to the Engines on the East Indian and Eastern 

Bengal Railways. 

328. *Eai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy : Will Government be pleased 
to state : 

.(a) Whether it is a fact that intermediate and third class com¬ 
partments for females are often put very close to the engines 
in many passenger train on the East Indian Railwaj’- and 
Eastern Bengal Eailway ? 

(&) If the answer to the previous question is in the affirmative. 
wiU it be made a regular system to put the intermediate and 
third class female compartments in all passenger trains in 
all Railways at a safe distance from the engines in order 
to minimise the risk of accidents to females b}^ reason of the 
derailment and collision of railway trains i 

(c) Whether or not it is a fact that one or two coaches just behind 
the engines are generally telescoped as the result of colli¬ 
sion and derailment of railway trains and. if so, will the 
Eailway Board consider the necessity of directing one or 
two loaded or unloaded wagons being attached to the 
engines of all passenger trains as a matter of precaution ? 

• («) blot so far as Government ai'e aware, but 
trains^^'^ course informed of the actual marshalling of individual 

(h) No. 
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(c) The coaches nearest the'engine generally suffer most in a head-on 
collision or derailment. The Railway Board are not prepared to accept 
tJio suggestion made by the Honourable Jlember which would inter aha 
reduce the speed of mail and passenger trains and leave less accommodation 
available for the pubbe. 


Shifting of the Railway Station at Goalundo. 

329. Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy : How often has the Goalundo 
railway station been shifted every year on account of the deterioration 
of the bed of the Padma River and what expenditure has been incurred 
during the last three years, and by whom ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The information is being obtained and will 
be furnished to the Honourable Member, when received. 

Doors op Intermediate and Third Class Compartments on the Metre 
Gauge and Broad Gauge Railways. 

330. "Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy : (a) Is it a fact that doors 
of all classes of compartments on the metre gauge railways and the doors 
of intermediate and third class compartments of the broad gauge rail¬ 
ways. invariably open outwards with the result that accidents to passen¬ 
gers lake place in running trains ? 

‘(b) Is it a fact that very recently a respectable Indian woman was 
thrown out of the intermediate class compartment of a running train of 
the East Indian Railway and was killed ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The design varies. Doors sometimes 
open out and sometimes inwards. 

(b) Government have received no report of any such occurrence. 


Royal Commissions and Comshttees appointed since 1921. 

331. "Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy: Will Government be pleased 
to htate : 

(a) How many Royal Commissions and Committees have been 
„ appointed for India since 1921 up to now ? 

(b) What was the pei-sonnel of such Commissions and Com¬ 

mittees ? 

(’c) What is the expense that has been incurred and paid out of 
the revenues of the Central Government in connection with 
each of such Commissions and Committees so far ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar The infojvnation a.skcd for is he6ng 
collected and will be .supplied to the Honourable klember in due course. 

Expenditure incurred by tee East Indian Railway on Scholarships 
TO European and Anglo-Indian Students in the Oakgrove EuroRean 
School, etc. 

332. 'Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy : (a) What is the amoimt 
which the Bast Indian Railway Administration spends for seholaiships 
to Anglo-Indian and European students in the Oakgrove School ? 
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(.6) What is the amount spent bj’- the East Indian Eailway on scholar¬ 
ships to children of Indian employees and where are they available ? 

lyir. A. A, L. Parsons : (a) Ks. 5,000. 

(h) Nil 

Pees eor Childrbn of Eailway Employees at the Oakgrove European 

School, etc. 

333. ■’‘Eai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Boy : {a) Is it a fact that while the 
monthly charges for hoard and tuition of a non-railway child at the 
Oakgrove school are Ks. 50, the charge for a railway child paid by the 
parents is only Ks. 14 to Ks. 21 per month according to the pay of the 
parents ? 

(h) Who pays the balance of Ks. 36 to Ks. 29.^ 

{g) Is it a fact that the East Indian Railway meets the entire deficit 
of i he Oakgrove European School ? Does the East Indian Railway meet 
the entire deficit in the Indian schools also ? Is it a fact that the Indian 
schools maintained by the Railway are given a fixed grant, and the local 
committees have to find money for making up the deficit or to reduce 
uceessaiy^ expenditure ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. The .special reduced rates apply 
only to children of employees of the East Indian Railway. 

(h) The deficit resulting from the admission of children of the East 
Indian Railway employees at reduced rates is met by the East Indian 
Railway revenues. 

(c) The East Indian Railway meets the entire deficit of the Oakgrove 
School. Indian schools maintained by this Railway are given fixed grants, 
Avhich are supplemented by .special grants uhere necessary, and the local 
committtees are responsible for keeping expenditure within income as sup¬ 
plemented by these grants. 

Total Expenditure incurred by the East Indian Railway on the 
Oakgrove European School in 1926-27, etc. 

334. "Eai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy : What was the total expendi- 
liire incurred by the East Indian Railway Administration' on the 
OakgroA'e European School in 1926-27 and what was the highe.st grant to 
an Indian school maintained by the Railway during the same period ? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : Rs. 1,15.916 and Rs. 4,500 respeetive- 
3y- 

Grant op Prepbeenoe to Students of the Oakgrove School in the 

Selection op Apprentices for the East Indian Railway Work¬ 
shops AND THE Technical School at Jamalpur. 

335. ^Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy : Is it a fact that in the printed 
prospectus for the technical school at Jamalpur it is stated that in the 
selection oi apprentices for the Bast Indian Eailway workshops and the 
tecVxmcal school, students from Oakgrove School wiU be given preference ? 

from the Indian railway schools equally qualified, 
and do they get such preference ? h j n > 
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Mr. A. A. L. I^arsons : The answer to the first part of the ones- 
Sa? Silt;Srr- ^ ‘o at^dcnta Ic.n 

Mr. N. M Joshi : May I ask, Sir, if the students of these European 
schools are to be given preference, what happens to the scheme for Indiani- 
sation ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : As I have explained, Sir, a similar preference 
IS given to students from the Indian railway schools. 


Famine in Bengal. 

336. *‘Eai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy : (a) Has the attention ot 
Government been drawn to the fact that famine has broken out and deso¬ 
lated some Districts of Bengal ? 

(&) Is it a fact that many persons have died and are still dying of 
staiwation in the famine-stricken areas 1 

(te) What is the actual number of deaths from starvation so far ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; (a) Government are aware that di.stress pre¬ 
vails in certain districts of Bengal, bnt the Local Government have not 
found it necessary to declare famine formally. 

(Z>) No. Reports of such deaths appeared in certain newspapers, but 
upon investigation were found to be incorrect. 

(c) Does not arise. 

JVIr. K. Ahmed : Has the Government seen certain affidavit's sworn 
in the courts of law showing that the people died of starvation ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I cannot add anything, Sir, to the' answer which 
I have just given, and ivhich is based on a report submitted bj’’ the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal after careful investigation. I have a note on the subject 
here and, if my Honourable friend is interested in the question, I shall show 
it to him after the morning session is over. 


Number op Persons under Detention and Internment as Political 

Suspects. 

337. -^Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy ; Will Government be pleased 
to make a .statement giving the names and numbers of the persons who 
are now under detention and internment as political suspects in the 
different provinces of India ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The number is 7, viz.: 

Panna Lai Mukbarji, 

Jatindra Natli Das, 

Pratul Ganguli, 

Raniesli Chandra Acharji, 

Santa Singh, 

Basanndha Singh, and 
Gajjan Singh. 
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Kefusal to grant Leave to the Muslim Employees of the Loco Work¬ 
shops AT BhATINDA to say THEIR Id PrAYERS, ETC. 


[^338. ’"Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to the news published in Muslim OiUlook, dated 7th June 
1928 at page 3 under the headings “ Persecuting Muslims ” “ Not allowed 
to bay Id Prayers ” ? 

(Z>) Is it a fact that on the occasion of the last Id-ul-ZuJia the 
iiloslem employees of the Loco Workshop at Bhatinda were not given 
leave to enable them to say their Id prayers even ? 

(c) If so, will Government please state what action they have taken 
in the matter 1 

(d) Are the employees of Loco Workshops allowed any holidays 
during the year ? If so will Government please lay on table a list of 
such holidays ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Moslem employees of the Loco Workshop at 
Bhaiinda were made to work on the day of Muharrum, i.e., 29th June 
1928, and no holiday was allowed to them ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes ; "by the Hononi’able Member’s ques¬ 
tion. 

(&) There is no Locomotive Workshop at Bhatinda. The Honour¬ 
able Member is presumably referring to the Locomotive Shed at that 
station. Government understand that the Muslims employed there were 
offered leave from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. on the occasion of Id-ul-Znlia pro¬ 
vided they came to work at 5 a.m., but they refused the offer. 

(c) None. 

(d) I am sending the Honourable Member a list of shop holidays in 
Locomotive Workshops on the North-Western Railway. It would 'be 
impracticable t’o allow men in Locomotive Shed holidays on specific days 
without interfering with the train service, but I understand that they 
are hlloAved 15 days’ casual leave in a year in lieu. I am, however, verify¬ 
ing this point. 

(e) Government are informed that permission was gWen to Musl im s 
employed in the Locomotive Shed at Bhatinda to stop work after 1 p.m. 
on Lie 29th June 1928, but they did not avail themselves of the permis¬ 
sion. 


j, Ahmed ; How is it that there is no off day on an important 

day F Id-ul-ZuJia for Muslims ? Is it not a public holi- 

ciw "u' A. L. Parsons : I have already explained thah it is impos- 

Lo it.,..? specific days because, though the holiday may 

be important, the tram service has still to go on. 

raiWr Government approve of this policy of the 

allowing holidays to Mussulmans,or for the 

Muharrum and the T occasions as Id-ul-Zuha, 

on, which'i^tlm firM^eSentS^^^u^ service can be carried 

sihlc a raihvay employee shonVl desirable that as far as pos- 

mpioyee should be given some leave of absence on his 
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special holida 3 ^s. But in certain classes of raihvaj' employment, of -which 
work in locomotive sheds is one, it is not possible, as I have already ex¬ 
plained in my answer to the main question, to give a full day. In that 
ease, I think that the local authorities were quite right in doing what 
they did in the two instances mentioned by the Honourable Membei*, 
namely, attempting to give at least 3 or 4 hours off to members of the 
commuunity aft'ected. 

Mr. Abdul Haye : Do the Government know, Sir, that on the 
Id-ul-Znha Mussalmans have to offer their praj-ers in the nioi-ning, which 
are finished bj’ 11, and in the evening thej' have to offer sacrifice 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am quite prepared to take that as a correct 
statement from Hie Honourable Member. He is in a better position to 
know than I am. 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; Do Government propose to send these questions and 
answers to the railway authorities so that in future the workers in the 
Lbeomotive Shed at Bhatluda and elsewhere maj’’ get benefit of the holi¬ 
days ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I have already explained to the Honourable 
Member that it would be verj" difficult to allow these holidaj’-s hi full in 
loebmotive sheds. I am quite prepared to have copies of the questions 
that'have been put and of my ansiver.s to them sent t'o the Agent of the 
North-Western Raihvay. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Do Government propose to appoint extra men on 
festival days like this in order that these poor people, these unhappy 
people, working in the locomotive sheds day and night may get the bene¬ 
fit of a holiday ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member is probably not 
aware that work in these sheds is mostly skilled work and that we can¬ 
not take anyhodj’^ that turns up. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakuh : Does the Honourable Member mean 
that the Government want to make an interference ivith the religion of 
the people in this matter, which is totally against the Proclamation of 
Queen Victoria of 1858 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir. As I have tried to explain, the oh- 
.ject of the railway authorities i.s, as far as possible, without interfering 
with the train service, to allow people time off on these religious holi¬ 
days. 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; Do Goveimraent propose for the benefit of the ser¬ 
vice of the connti‘ 5 ’-, to include in the 15 days’ leave allowed in a year one 
or two days on account of ld-ul-Zu1ia jiraj’-ers and other important days 
of pra.ver and festivity ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I have already explained to the Honourable 
Member the difficulty of allowing a full holiday -to all the staff in the loco¬ 
motive shed. I am afraid I cannot add anything further. 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; That is not an ans-^ver 'to my question. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : May I toow if this office is closed or 
kept open on Christmas day ? ( 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Certainly, Sir. 

Manlvl Muhammad Yakub : Is it open or closed ? 

Mr. A. A. L, Parsons : You have to carry on the necessary work in, 
locomotive sheds on every day of the year, including Christmas day on 
which trains run ; and as the train service during Chri.stinas time is on 
the whole heavier than at other times, in all probability they are open 
for longer hours on Christmas day than on many other holidays. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Do you aliow a holiciay on Christmas day 
to the Christians who are working in the locomotive office ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I cannot say definitely. I should imagine that 
the local authorities do exactly the same thing that they do on a Muham¬ 
madan or a Hindu holiday, that is to say, to the extent to which it is pos¬ 
sible they give the men a few hours off. 

The Pevd. J. C. Ohatterjee : May T ask, Sir, if these men are given an 
extra allowance for working on Id-ul-Zuha and other festivals ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I must ask for notice. I really do not know. 


Pbbsent System op Filling Up Selection Grade Appointments in the 

Postal Department. 


339. ^ Mr. G. Sarvotham Rao : With reference to the reply given by 
tlie Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, on the 20th March 1928, to' 
my starred question No. 489, will the Government be pleased to state’: 

(<i) how the present system of filling up the selection grade proved 
nnsatisfaetory ; 

(h) the main defects of the present working system, which led to 
the introduction of the selection grade examination ; 

(‘c) whether F. A., B. A., et'c., examinations held by the 
University are not sufficient tests for the knowledge of 
English, which have ever since been depended upon ; 

(d) what are the so-called responsible duties, wMch would be 

required of the tiime-scale officials, to get selection grade in 
addition to those performed by them ; 

(e) whether the length of experience and performance of duties 

siimlar to those assigned to selection grade officials, are not 
sufficient proof of the requisite knowledge of the Denart- 
ment' ? 


®IcWatters : (a) and (h). The present 
Vnotn j ^ Honourable Member was considered unsatis- 

om! Pi’pvicle the tests mentioned in part (a) of the Honour- 


oT-,1 C»* -m Lilt; ICOI 

^0 the Honourable 

Sian eel question No. 489 of last March. 


Member^s 


(c) Possiblj, but English is not the only test. 

post office^mn^^'nwflf ^’®®P®“sibilities of‘an officer in charge of a large 
of a small one and he greater than those ,of an officer-in-charge 

small office is not in officer has managed his charge of a 

large office. he is equally fitted to 


manage a 
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Examination eob Time-scale Clerks in the Postal Department. 

340. *Mr. G. Sarvotham Eao : With reference to the Honourable Sir 
Bhnpendra Nath Mitra’s reply to starred que.stion No. 489 on the 20th 
March 1928, regarding the examination for time-scale clerks in the Postal 
Department, is it a fact that some record or sub-record clerks are holding 
selection grade appointments, whereas the majorit 3 ’- of them are in the 
ordinary time-scale ? If the reply to the above is in the affirmative, 
will the Government be pleased to state why it has been considered 
necessary for the latter (who have been performing their duties satis- 
factorilj^'for jmars) to pass an examination in their old age, in order to 
secure the selection grade posts ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : Yes. Government do not 
consider that the satisfaetorj^ performance of the duties of less important 
posts is necessarily a proof of fitness for the selection grade, and an exa¬ 
mination has therefore been prescribed as a test of such fitness. 


Selection Grade Appointjients in the Office of a Superintendent, 

Eailway klAiL Service. 


341. -Mr. G. Sarvotham Eao : (a) Is it a fact that the Director- 
General of Posts and Telegraphs has ruled that the head clerks or account¬ 
ants in the Office of the Superintendent, Railway IMail Service, should 
hold a selection grade appointment (160—250) ? If the reply to the 
'above is in the affirmative, do Government propose to exempt from the 
examination those head clerics and accountants in the time-scale in the 
Superintendents’ Offices who have been working in these posts for j'ears 
together, and have given sufficient proof of their efficiency and put in 
over 20 years’ service ? 


(h) If the reply to the above is in the negative, wdll Government 
give reasons for the same ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0., MeWatters : The orders of the Govern¬ 
ment of India are that “ of the twm selection grade appointments m the 
office of a Superintendent, Railway Mail Service, one should alwa.vs^ be 
field bv the head record clerk, and the other either by the head clerk oi 
the accountant, according to the fitness of either for the selection grade . 

(a)' and (b). Government are not prepared to accept the Honour¬ 
able Member’s suggestion since they do not admit that seniority eom- 
hined with a satisfactoiy record is sufficient to establish a claim to a 
selection grade appointment. 


Mental Defectives. 

342 *The Revd. J. 0. Chatterjee : Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to the statements made by Lieut.-Colonel Owen A. R. 
SSdy Hilffn the ol Ms presidential address del,ve«d at tne 

fourteenth Indian goienoe Congress held at Lahore m Januarj, 1928, ditra- 
ing attention to the entire lack of facilities for medical care of oi atten¬ 
tion to the mentally defective ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar ; Government ^ave .seen a report: of 
the address ivhich ivas delivered in January 1927, not l»2b. 
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The Revd. J. 0. Chatterjee : Are Goverunieut prepared to take any 
action on that address ? , 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Government do not at present con¬ 
template any immediate action in the matter, because the provision of 
institutes of this kind necessarily involves very great expenditure, and 
so far, considerations of economy have precluded us from taking action 
in that direction. 


Registration oe Mental Defectives. 

^'‘The Revd. J. C. Chatterjee : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether any provision exists for the notification and registration 
of mental defectives in India ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) be in the negative, do Government propose 
to enquire into the number of mental defectives in the centrally administer¬ 
ed territories ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Not so far as Government are 
aware, but I -would remind 'tllie Honourable Member that it is a provincial 
transferred subject and is one for the Minister concerned imdeV each 
Local Government. 

(6) Government are not a-ware that the number of mental defectives 
in centrally administered territories is so large as to justify a special 
enquiry. 

The Revd, J. 0. Chatterjee : Will Government make some sort of 
inquiry to find out whether the number is large or small ? In my opinion 
it is large. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : We have a certain amount of infor¬ 
mation on the subject, and that information indicates that the number of 
mentally defectives in the centrally administered territories is not large. 

Medical Care, Guidance and Probation op mentally defective 

Children, 

314. *The Revd. J. C. Chatterjee : Will Government be pleased to 
state what facilities, if anjq _exi.st for the medical care, guidance, and 
piotection of mentally defective children in the centrally administered 
areas 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; Mentallj'- defective children are 
treated in the ordinary general hospitals. 

Training of Public Health Officers in Psychology. 

345. 'i-The Revd^. J. 0. Chatterjee : (a) Is any psychological train- 
officers recruited to the Government Departments of 
Public Health in the centrally administered areas ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) he in the negative, do Government propose 
to Provffie facilities for such training to selected officers of the Public 
Health Department ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) No. 

Governm^nt^'^ scheme at present under the consideration of 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 


423 


The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee : A supplementary question, Sir. Will 
Government give due consideration to the suggestion contained in this 
question as to the advisability of getting their Public Ilealtli officers 
trained in psycholog}' ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : To be quite candid. Sir, I do not really know what 
psychological training means. It may mean anything from Ooueism or 
^Hypnotism to Christian Science. But so far as the treatment of mental 
defectives is concerned, the Honourable the Home Member has already 
stated that their number in the centrally administered areas is not bo 
large as to justify the adoption of any special measures. 


Treatment op Mental Disorders in their Early Stages. 


346. The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee : (a) AVill Government be pleased . 
10 state if any provision for the treatment of mental disorders in their 
■early stages exists in dispensaries or the outdoor departments of hospitals 
in the centrally administered areas ? 

(Z)) If the answer to (a) be in the negative, do Government propose 
to consider the mailing of such a provision in selected dispensaries and the 
•out-door departments of hospitals ? 


'Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes, in the out-door departments. 

' ' ■ '(b) Does not arise. ^ 

The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee : Am I to understand that my Honour¬ 
able friend really maintains that the Sub-Assistant Surgeons in charge of 
these out-door dispensaries have any real knowledge or e.xperieuce of 
treating these mental disorder-s ? 

" Mr. G. S. Bajpai : In the first instance I do not admit the correct¬ 
ness of the assumption that only Sub-Assistant Surgeons deal with these 
mentally deficient or diseased cases. In the second place, I have already 
stated that our expert advice is that such facilities as exist are adequate 
to the requirements of the situation. 

The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee : May I ask who these expert advisers 
are who have made a statement that existing facilities are sufficient ? 


Mr G S Bajpai : The Director-General of the Indian Medical Ser¬ 
vice the Public Health Commissioner to the Government of India, the 
Deputy Director-General of the Indian Medical Service and others. 
.(Laughter). 


The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee : Am I to understand that Government 
•disown the opinion expressed by Lieut .-Colonel Owen A. R. Berke y 
Hill who is supposed to be the chief expert on the .sub.]ect of mental 
diseases in this country ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Government of India assume no responsi¬ 
bility for the opinions of this expert. 

The Revd J C Ohatterjee : May I ask whether this expert is not 
in their employ _ and whether he is not in charge of the biggest mental 
Iiospital in India ? 

'Mr G S Bajpai : He is a member of the Indian Medical Service, 
hut he is not'in the direct employ of the Government of India. 
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Agricultural Education in Ajmer-Mer^yara. 

347. *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : (a) Are the Government aware that 
no agricultural college exists in Ajmer-Merwara to impart education in 
agriculture to students in that province ? 

(6) Are Government also aware that the rules for admission of students 
not domiciled in the United Provinces to the Agricultural College, 
Cawnpore, which is the nearest institution to which students from Ajmer- 
IMerwara desiring agricultural education, can go, provide that in the ease 
of such students, ‘ ‘ a fee of Es. 1,500 per annum, for the two or four years 
course, will be ehai’ged per student to the Local Government ’ ’ ? 

(c) Will Government state if they are willing to provide this fee of 
Es. 1,500 per annum for selected students from Ajmer-Merwara seeldng 
admission to the Cawnpore Agricultural College ? 

(fZ) If the reply to part (c) is in the negative, what arrangements 
do Government propose to make for the education of students from Ajmer- 
Merwara, who seek agricultural education ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) and (h). Yes. 

(c) Government would be prepared to consider requests for the 
payment of the fee mentioned if students of exceptional promise are 
recommended by the local authorities. 

(cl) The question does uot arise. 


Vegetable or “ Vanaspati ” Ghee. 


348. '‘'Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : With reference to Government’s 
reply, to question No. 13 given on 1st February 1928 (uide Volume I, 
page 9 of liegislative Assembly debates) that the suggestion that the arti¬ 
ficial or “ Vanaspati ” ghee be coloured in such a w^ay that it cannot be 
mixed wuth or passed off as natural ghee Avithout detection Avas being 
considered, will Government be pleased to state if Govermnent have arriAmd 
at any decision in the matter ? If so, will GoA^ernment state AAdiat that 
decision is and when Government propose to give effect to it ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; The suggestion, which Avas made 
by the Government of the Punjab, has been referred to the other'Local 
Governments and their vieAA's are aAvaited. 


Mr. K. Ahmed : Do Government knoAv that there is a great deal of 
import of A^egetable ghee Avhich is passed off as natural ghee in India ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I am afraid I am unable to add 
to the an.sAver I haA^e already given. 

Kumar Gauganand Sinha : May I kiioAA' AAdien the Local GoA'^ern- 
ments Avere addres.sed on this matter ? 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I could not say offhand from 

which a circular Avas addressed 'to Local Gov¬ 
ernments, but I Avail inform the Honourable Member if he Avill remind 


b-'cn^akfn aAvare that great objection lias 
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as natural ghee, and do Government propose to put a stop to this practice 
for the benefit of the country ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Government have seen a num¬ 
ber of references in the public Press to the subject and I take it from 
the Honourable Member that the platform as well as the Press are fully 
acquainted with it. As .regards .the latter part of his question. I think 
that in view of the fact tliat we have consulted Local Goveianueuts the 
Honourable Member ■will agree that it would be less than courteous to 
them if the Government of India were to make up their minds without 
waiting for their i;-cplies. 



Improvement of the Pay and Prospects op Teachers in Government 

Schools in Ajmer-Merwara. 

349. *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : (a) Have Government taken any 
action to improve the pay and prospects of teachers in Government Schools 
in Ajmer-Merwara, since question_No. 878 on the subject was asked on 12th 
March 1927 ? 

(&) What are the present rates of paj'^ of teachers in Government 
Schools in Ajmer-IMerwara and what are the rates for the same class of 
teachers in the (i) United Pro\dnees and (n) the Punjab ? 

(c) Is it a fact that teachers in Ajmer-lMerwara work the curricula 
prescriljed by the United Provinces Education Department but gel very 
much lower rates of pay than the teachers in the United Provinces ? 

(d) Has the attention pf the Local Government and the educational 
authorities of Ajmer-Merwara been drawn to the reply to my speech during 
budget discussion given by the Honourable the Finance Member of the 
Government of India on 4th March, 1927, when he gave the assurance 
that I had his special .sympathy when I laid stress upon the superior 
importance of good teaching even over good accommodation in which the 
teaching was given ? 

(e) Will Government state %vhen steps will be taken to give the same 
rates of pay to the teachers in Ajmer-i\Ierwara as are given to teachers in 
the United'Provinces so as to secure a more suitable and qualified clas.s of 
teachers ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) and (e). A scheme for the revision of pay of 
teachers in Ajmer-Merwara is under consideration. 

(&) A statement giving the information available is laid on the 
table. 

(c) The curricula adopted for schools in Ajmer-SIerwara closely 
follow those for schools in the United Provinces. 

(d) No, but Government do not doubt that the Honourable Member’s 
speech has been read hj^ the authorities concerned with the intei'est and 
attention that it deserves. 
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Statement showing the rates of pay of teachers vi the Provincial and Snhordinate Edu¬ 
cational Services in the United Provinces, Punjab and Ajmer-Merwara, 


Province. 


Rates of pay of the 
Provincial Educational 
Service. 


Rates of pay of the 
Subordinate Educational 
Service. 


United Provinces.. 


Punjab .. 


Ajmer-'&Ierwara .. 


Rs. 

250— 25 —676 with selec¬ 
tion grade at Rs. 700— 
50—800* 

250—25—500/25—600 wth 
selection grade at Rs. 650 
—30—800. 

200—20—500 andRs. 
350—25—650. 


Ranging from Rs. 60—160 
to Rs. 200—26—450, 


Ranging from Rs. 35—3— 
50 to Rs. 200—10—250. 


Grades ranging from Rs. 
25 to 275. 


Inspection of European Schools in Ajmer-IIerwara. 'I 

350. '^Eai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : (1) With reference to paragraph 
147 of the Report on the Administration of Ajmer-Mertvara for 192G-27 
dealing with European education, will Government please state : • 

(a) the number and type of Eurojiean schools under the supervision 
of the Principal of the Ajmer Government College ; and 

(h) the niunber of pupils, boys and girls, in these schools classified 
as below -. 


(i) European, 

(ii) Anglo-Indian, 

(m) Indian Christians, 

(iv) non-Christians ? 

(2) Will Government please give the total annual expenditure on 
inspection of these schools situated in Ajmer-Merwara and within the 
R. M, R. jurisdiction outside Ajmer-Merwara and give reasons why this 
extra expenditure is being incurred where there is a whole time ProMncial 
Service Education Officer in Ajmer, viz., the Assistant Superintendent 
of Education ? 


, . A statement giving the information required i.s 

being laid on the table of the House. 


statement regarding the inspection of European Schools in 


Ajmer-Merwara. 


two high school . 011,1 


or AngLHrieiTns°^'”No 1927 was 634 out of whom 591 were Europeans 

Membfr is Sd I To Mention of the HonouS 

Aclministrotioa Report to whici he has Eclucotion accompanying the 
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( 2 ) Es;'l.oao./ 

c/' is.inourred on‘the''msi)ectiou of European schools since it- is dn 

to have a: European or'Anglo-Indian-to inspect such schools the Suoerini.-wl^; 
of Education not hainng time to do-so. -1 • -.r . "supcnnieiutent 


The Few VicTORiA Hospital, Ajmeb. 

351. *Ilai Sahib;,Harbilas Sarda-: (a) Are Governnient aware that a 
new and more up.to-date hospital called the -New" yictoria Hospital has 
recently been built at Ajmer ,to talce tbe .plhee of the '.‘old Goverumeht 
■ bespital and that the Civil Surgeon, Colonel J. W. Watson, to whose 
ehorts the uew hospital owes its existence and who iS .doing all he can to 
■maintain it in an efScient -manner is greatly handicapped -by inefficient 
fnancial support from Government ? / . - .- 


(5) Has the attention of Government been drawn to an article pub¬ 
lished -on page 1 of the Aryu Afp-tand; of .Ajmer, dated the 2nd of August 
1928, describing tbe difficulties' and ihcohveniehce suffered”by the public 
seeking medical aid in the new hospital owing to lack fo sufficient accom¬ 
modation for-indoor patients, and-inadequacy of .the staff of medical 
attendants ? 

-fi’.' -i.'; - ,c. 

. -Arp Government .aware that chpctipns for'the building and the 

.equipment , of ,the'.Victoria. Hospital,’ A'j'mer, , amount,to .n’iikVlv .'fbiir la khs 
and that,(government have contfibuted' only hue lakh bf -rup'ees ? '* 

• "(d) Do Government propose to take action on the request of the public 
to extend accommodation for indoor -patients, strengthen the staff and build 
quarters fpr them and take over the. .entire maintenance' of the hosiiital ? 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) Yes.' ''The’ finaneial position of the ho.spital 
is being examined by the Local Administration and proposals are expect- 
•ed shortly;'' • , . . ■ , 

Yes.^. 

■ • (c). Yes. 


(d) The que.stion will he eon.sidered on receipt of the proposals.- ' 

Retbenohment of the'Post 'op Assistant Collector op Stamps in -the 
, . . . . Central Stahoneby Oppicb. ’ ' 

■ - 352. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra ..IVGtra :r ,(o) ;Will , the Honourable 
'Member in charge of the'Industries and Labour Department be pleaked to 
say whether it is'a fact that owing to the transfer-,of the.Stamp Branch 
from the administrative -control of the' Controller of-Printing and 
stationery, the post of the Assistant Controller of the Stationery Office is 
under retrenchment ? , ' ' 

(h) Is it a fact that’the Assistant Controller of that Office had to 
deal with all cases relating to Stamp Department as well as a large portion 
' of-the cases relating to Stationery Department ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the work of'the Central Stationery Office has 
;inereased, due to.- the arrangement recently made for the supply of 
stationen’-to .Railways 

, ,1 9i'la . ' ■ c 
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(d) If the answer to (c) above be in the affirmative will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a proposal was 
submitted to Government for the creation of a gazetted officer’s post in the 
Stationery Office as the Additional Assistant Controller ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) above'be in the affirmative, will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to say whether Government contemplate the 
creation of an officer’s post in the Central Stationery Office is necessary 
in new of the fact that the present Assistant Controller has lieen relieved 
of the -work of the Stamp Department and is free thereby to take up the 
increased "work of the Stationery Department 1 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) Yes. The post of 
Assistant Controller of Stamps in the Central Stationery Office was re¬ 
trenched with effect from the 1st July 1928. 

(b), (c) and (d). Yes. 

{ * 

(e) The matter is under consideration. 


Supebintendent nt the Central Stationery Office, 


353. *Mr. Satyendra, Chandra Wfitra ; {a) Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Industries and Labour Department be pleased to 
say whethe'r the post of Superintendent was in existence when the head- 
qutii'lers of the Controller of Printing, Stationery and Stamps were in 
Calcutta ? 


(b) Is it a fact that the Superintendent had all along to deal with 
all important eases of the three departments of Printing, Stationery and 
Stamps, till the headquarters of the Controller were transferred to Delhi ? 

^ (c) Is it a fact that on the transfer of the headquarters of the 

Controller to Delhi the Superintendent had not to deal with any case 
relating to the Printing Department ? 

(d) Is it a fact that on the transfer of the Stamp Department to 
Nasik the Superintendent has not to deal %vith any ease relating to the 
Stamp Department ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the transfer of the Printing and the Stamp 

Departments considerably reduced the volume of duties of the Superin¬ 
tendent of the Stationery Office ? ' ■ : / 

(/) Is it a fact that each section and branch of the Central Stationery 
Office has a head assistant who supervises the work of the section or 
branch under him and submits cases direct to the Assistant Controller or 
to the Deputy Controller of that office and is primarily responsible for 
the work of the section or the branch under him ? 

ig) If the answer to questions (c), (d), (e) and (/) above be in the 
+1 i Honourable Member ascertained by facts 'and figures 

at e post of Superintendent of the Stationery Office is necessary ? 


Increment Registers op the Employees op the Central Stationery 

Office. . - - .. 

Member Mitra : (a) Will tbe Honourable 

to put un the Industries and Labour Department be pleased 

rement registers of the employees of the Central Stationery 
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^ increment register of the month of February 

1927 passed through the Assistant Controller ? 

(c) If the answer to (6) above be in the afhrmative, is it a fact that 
the superintendent of the Stationer}’’ Office was then officiatin" as the 
Assistant Controller of that office ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the increment registers of 1926 and 1928 did 
not pass through the Assistant Controller of the Stationery Office 1 

(e) If the answer to (d) above be in the affirmative, will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to say why the reply to question 200 (&) at 
page 1063 of the Legislative Assembly Debates, Volume I, No. 22 of 1928, 
was in the negative ? 

(/) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to say what depart¬ 
mental action he contemplates talcing against the person or persons who 
furnished him with false information ? 

Teanspek op ceetain Clerks prom the Stationery Branch to the Stamp 
Branch in the Central Stationery Oppice. 

355. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (n) Will the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Labour and Industries Department be pleased to 
state. whether it is a fact that Babus Nando Dulal Chatterjee, Sachijiban 
Gpssami and Ajitnarayan Chowdhuri were originally appointed in the 
Stationery Branch in the Central Stationery Office ? 

(&) Is it a fact that the persons named in (a) above were transferred 
to the Stamp Branch prior to the 7th March 1928 1 

. (c) If the answer to (h) above be in the affirmative, will the 

Honourable Member be pleased to state the circumstances under which the 
fact was not mentioned ,in the reply to question No. 196 (/) (n) at 
page 1060 of the Legislative Assembly Debates, Volume I, No. 22 of 
J928 ? 

(d) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to State whether the 
Superintendent of the Central Stationery Office is responsible for the 
concealment of -this fact ? - 

Xe) If the answer to (d) above be'in the affirmative, what disciplinary 
acrion does the Honourable Member propose to take against him for fur¬ 
nishing a misstatement to this Assembly ? 

(/) If the answer to (b) above be in the negative, will the.Honour- 
- able Member be pleased' to substantiate his answer 'by placing on the 
table the salary bills submitted monthly to the Accountant General, 
Central Revenues, during 1927 ? 

Loss incurred by Government on deteriorated Stationery. 

356. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will _the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Industries and Labour Department be pleased to 
state : 

(i) the cost.of stationery articles purchased in England, and 

' (ii) the cost of stationeiy articles purchased in India. > 

L91LA c2 



430 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[10th Sept. 1928. 


during 1922, 1924 and 1926 by the Deputy Controller of Stationery ,(i) 
■n-ith the eoneurrenee or (n‘) without the concurrence of the Controller of 
Printing and Stationery ? 

{b) Will the Honourable jMember be pleased to state the total value 
of the stationery articles which have been lying stocked in the Central 
'Stationery Store, which are not fit for issue or which are not demanded 
by the Government offices any longer ? 

(c) Will he be pleased to say (t) when and (ii) under whose orders 
these stationery articles were purchased ? 

(d) Is it a fact that this stock since deteriorated through long storage 
and is not fit for issue ? 

(e) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state whether any 
action was taken by the Controller of Printing and Statibnerj’’ (Mr. E. E. 
Coombs, O.B.E.) to utilise these items of stationery to avoid loss to Gov¬ 
ernment previous to their deterioration ? 

(/) If the answer to (e) above be in the affirmative, will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to state the circumstances under which his action 
met with failure ? , - 

(g) Will the Honourable klember be pleased to state how he proposes 
to adjust this heavy loss to Government ? 

ill) Is it a fact that this heavj’- loss was incurred by Government 
due to the negligence and want of supervision on the part of the Controller 
of Printing and Stationery ? . 

(i) Will he be pleased to state what action does he propose to take 
against the person or persons who ai’e' responsible for this heavy-loss to 
Goveriunent ? 

The*'lEoriourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : With your permission, Sir, 
I propose to answer questions Nos. 353, 354, 355 and 356, together. 
Inquiries are being made and the results will be communicated to the 
Honourablq Member in due course. 


“! 

■ Number of Branches oP the Imperial Bank in the Punjab, etc. 

357. *Khaii Bahadur Makhdum Syed Rajan Balreh Shah : Will 
the Government be pleased to lay on the table the following informa¬ 
tion ; 

(а) Number of branches of the Imperial Bank in the Punjab 

Province : 

(б) Number of Hindu and Muslim employees in the superior and 

clerical staff respectivel 5 '' in each branch of the Imperial 
Bank : and ' ' ' 

(c) Names of branches of the Imperial Bank in the Punjab, where 
there - are either no Muhammadan clerks or Muhammadan 
officers ' 

1098 ^^® Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) 18 on the 30th June 


not Government have no information and they are 

ernment ^nSituHon Imperial Bank of India is not a Gov- 
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Employment of Muhammadans in Branches of the Imperial Bank ik 

THE Punjab. 

358. *Khaii Bahadur Makhdum Syed Eajan Baksh Shah; 
Is it a fact that there is only one Muslim clerk in the staff of the Imperial 
Bank branch at Multan (Punjab) ? If so, will the Government be pleased 
to give the total number of clerks in that branch classwise, and state on 
what principle such appointments in the various branches of the Imperial 
Bank are made that the Muhammadan element is reduced to such an ex¬ 
tent ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra- Nath Mitra : The Government have 
no information and, as just explained, are not in a position to secure it. 

Number of Cases of Embezzlement discovered by the Local Eund Audit 
Department in the Punjab and the North West Ebontier Pro¬ 


vince. 


369. ••'‘khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed 
Will the Government be pleased to state : 


Raj an Baksh ’ Shah ! 


(«) 


W 


(c) 


the total number of embezzlement cases discovered by the 
Local Fund Audit Department in the Punjab and the North- 
West Frontier Province during the last 5 years with names 
of auditors who detected these embezzlements : 

whether the auditors who detected the largest number of em¬ 
bezzlement cases during each year were given any reward 
to serve as an encouragement to them in the future : and 

what is the total strength of auditors 

in the Local Funds (Accounts) Audit Dep'artol^t of the 
Punjab^ and how many of them are residents or the hlultan 
Di'vdsioh ? 

Recr'Uitment to the Local Fund Audit Department in the Punjab. 
360. *Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Rajan 

respectively ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath BCtra : I propose to reply to 

questions Nos. information. Local fund audit 

is a provinSSiect and the Accountant Geum'al work.s in connection 
withTt as an agent of the Government of the Pun,ab. 

Openinc of a Booking Office in Multan City. 

'!‘Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Bajan Batoh Shah: 
f ^^T^it fS that a booking office was proposed by the railway autho- 
^ tn be onened in the City of Multan (Punjab) and the delay in 
SSng i? is ?ai4 great hardship to the public f 
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(&} Do Government propose to issue orders to the Divisional Trans- 
poitation Officer, Multan, in mew of the inconvenience to the public of 
Muitan, to open the booking office without any further delay ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Government understand that it is proposed 
to open a booking office in Multan City when a building in a suitable, 
locality can be obtained. 


Scheme foe a Peovencial Hospital initiated by Colonel Beieeley,. 
Chief Medical Officee of the Noeth-West Feonxiee Peovince. 


362. '^Dr. B. S. Moonje : (a) Are Government aware of a scheme 
for a Provincial Hospital initiated by Colonel Brierley, Chief Medical 
Officer of the North-West Frontier Province ? 

(&) If so, how far has'the same been completed and how much of it 
is yet incomplete'? 

(c) So far what donations, if any, have been made for the scheme 
by the people and the Municipalities of the ProAunce and the Government 
of India ? 


(d) What amount has been so far spent on the buildings and what 
amount is still required for the completion of the scheme ? 

(e) What grant, if any, has been made by the Local Government and 
the Government of India towards the completion of the building scheme 
during the last year ? 

(/) What grant, if 'any, do Government propose to make in the next 
year’s Budget ? 

(g) What is the estimated annual amount required for the maintenance 
of the Provincial Hospital ? 

{h) ''i^at portions of it are contributed annually by the Provincial 
klunicipalities, the Provincial Government and the Government of India ? 

(i) Do the Government of India propose to make a fresh donation 
towards the completion of the buildings and also increase their yearly 
grant to make up a substantial portion of the deficit in the maintenance 
charges ? 


Ci) Are GoA''eniment aiyare of the fact that this hospital is greatly 
taken advantage of by the trans-frontier border tribes and serves as a 
great humanising institution ? 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) Yes, Sir 

(i) and (d). The total cost of the building scheme is Es. 8 lakhs,. 
0 which Avork to the extent of Es. 6,64,000 has been completed. 

(c) and (e). The grants up to date are— 


PeshaAvar Municipality 
Central Eevenues 
Public subscriptions 
Lord and Lady Eeadin<^ 

to 


Es. 

3,10,000 

2,50,000 

1.31,646 

50,000 


7,41.646 
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(/) and (i). Are under consideration, 

T?. Peshawar Municipality pay 

Rs. 43,000 while Government propose to pay the rest. Maintenance chafes 
will be considerably more when the scheme is completed. 

(j) Fully aware. 


Admission oe Indian Cadets to the Indian Gores of Signals and the 

Royal Tank Corps. 


363. ^Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzni ; (a) Are Government aware 
that His Excellency the Oommander-in-Chief stated in this House on the 8th 
Alareh, 1928, that Indian cadets trained at Woolwich would be " divided 
between Artillery, Engineers, and possibly Signals ”? Has it been 
decided since then to admit Indian cadets to the Indian Corps of Signals f 

(b) Will Indian cadets be eligible for admission to the Royal Tank 
Corps ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) The answer to both questions is in the aflSr- 
mative, except that there is at present no such thing as the Indian Corps 
of Signals. It has been decided, however,' that if Indian’ cadets from 
Woohvich elect for service in Signals, an Indian Signal Unit will be raised. 

Cb) No, Sir, the Royal Tank Corps is a corps of the British Service. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : If it has been decided that, an Ar¬ 
tillery unit and an Air Force unit should be formed here, why should not 
an Indian Tank Corps also be formed here ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : It is perfectly true that it has been decided to 
form Indian Artillery, Engineer, Signals, and Air Force units, but it 
has not yet been decided to form an Indian Tank Corps unit. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is that matter still under correspond- 
dence between His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : It is under consideration, but I do not think any 
correspondence has yet taken place. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is it still under the consideration of 
the .GoE^rnment of India themselves ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; Yes. It is under consideration. It will alway.s 
remain under consideration by the Govevnment of India. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Are the Government of India consi¬ 
dering the matter in order to represent i't’at an early date to His ]Ma.iesty's 
Government 1 

Mr. G M Young : I cannot disclose the precise intentions of the 
Government of India in this matter at the moment, but, of course, the 
consideration of the formation of an Indian Tank Corps unit i.s a thing 
which has always been present. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour ; May I heg to enquire for how long it has been 
under the consideration of the Government of India t 

Mr. G. M. Young : I could not .say definitely, but the question of 
Lidianising the Army has been under consideration for a very long time, 
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and I should imagine the question of hiring dn Indianised Tank Corps 
has been under consideration ever since there was a British Tank Corps. 

Pandit Hipday Nath Kunzru May I ask whether the ' matter'is 
being considered in connection with the Report of the Indian Sandhurst 
Committee ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The matter has been considered in connection 
with the Report of the Indian Sandhurst Committee and no doubt, as^I have 
said, it win remain under considbratioh ; but with the formation of these 
other new Indianised units that I have mentioned, it is probable that Govern¬ 
ment will have enough on their hands, when they get the officers. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Are we to understand that His 
Majesty’s Government has for the present turned down the proposal of 
admitting Indians to the Royal Tank Corps or forming a separate unit 
in connectibn with the Indian Army ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : No, Sir. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Am I then to understand that the 
matter was not represented to His hlajesty’s Government in connection with 
the Report of the Indian Sandhurst Committee ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : No, Sir. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I ask why that was not dorie 
when the Indian Sandhurst Committee definitely recommended that there 
should in future be no racial discrimination in regard to the admission 
of Indians as officers ? 

IMr. G. M. Young : The Honourable Member has miSunderkood me. 
His question was, “ Am I to understand that the matter was not repre¬ 
sented to His Majesty’s Government ? I said. No, Sir, that he was 
not so to understand. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Has His Majesty’s Government turned 
12 NOON, down the proposal of the Governnient of India ? <- 

Mr. G. M. Young : The Honourable Member has already asked me 
that question. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : How is it tilxat, although the Govern¬ 
ment of India have made representations to His Majesty’s Government and 
their proposal has not been given effect to, it is then claimed that His 
Majesty’s Government have not turned,down the proposal ? 

Mr. G. M Young : The matter is still under consideration, as I have 
already told the Honourable Member. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Has the matter been under consider¬ 
ation for the last seven or eight years ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The whole question has been under consideration 
for the last seven year^. A decision has been reached on the other 
matters, but in regard to the Tank Corps no decision has yet been 
reached. 


Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : What is the delay due to ? 

Mr. G. M Young ; As I have already stated, I cannot disclose that. 
Panffit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Will the Honourable Jlember give 
any special reason for not dealing with this matter when other matters 
have been dealt with ? 


(Sir! ^ Young ; I said that a decision has not been reached, 
bid not say that the matter had not been dealt with. 
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Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Has the decision ol the Government 
of India not yet reached His Majesty’s Government ? 

Mr. G. M. Young’ : I said a decision on the matter had not yet been 
reached. 


Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Have the proposals o£ the Govern¬ 
ment of India reached His Majesty’s Government ? 

Mr. 6. M. Young : No specific proposals have reached His Majesty’s 
Government lately. 


Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Were any proposals made in con- 
neciion with the Report of the Indian Sandhurst Committee in this par¬ 
ticular matter ? 


Mr. G. M. Young : The Honourable Member is asking me definitely 
wliether the Government of India have proposed the raising of an Indian 
Tank Corps unit. That is a matter which I cannot give full information 
about. All I can say is that this matter is under consideration. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru ; I do not want full information. I 
want to know whether any proposal on this subject has been sent up by 
the Government of India to His Majesty’s Government with reference 
to the Indian Sandhurst Committee’s Report. 

Mr. G. M. Young : Government are unable to disclose the fact that 
they have made or not made a specific recommendation to tlie Secretary 
of State. 


Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru ; Is it not a fact that His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief stated in this House that the proposals made 
by the Government of India in connection with the Indian Sandhurst 
Committee’s Report were before His Majesty’s Government ? If so, 
what is the objection to the Honourable Member’s answering my ques¬ 
tion now ? 

•Mr. G. M. Young : I am not certain even now what my Honourable 
friend’s question is. I was referring to the general proposals in ’regard 
to the Report of the Indian Sandhurst Committee, not to any specific 
proposal in regard to the Tank Corps. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : There is only one proposal reniaimi^. 
In what other form can the Honourable Member be asked to give inform 
ation on this particular point ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; That particular point remains under considera¬ 
tion. A decision has been reached in regard to all the otieis. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is tliat particiilai- point under the 
consideration of the Government of India or under that of Hu i c j.. y 

Go^e^ment^^ Young : I have already answered 'the Honourable ^lemher 
that I cannot tell him whether a specific recommendation lias been mad 
to His Majesty’s Government or not. 


THE INDIAN INSURANCE COhlPANIBS BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
"begT pKSBnt the Kcport of the Select Committee on the 
iTuither to amenS the Indian Life Astnrance Comparaea Act, I91-, for 



436 


LEGISLATIVE' ASSEMBLY. 


[10th Sett. 1928. 


[Sir, George Rainy.] 

certain purposes, and to'provide for the collection of statistical information 
in I’espeet of insurance business other than life assurance business. 


THE PUBLIC SAFETY (REMOVAL PROM INDIA) BILL. 

(The Honourable the President then called upon the Honourable 
Mr. Crerar to move his motion. The Honourable Mr. Crerar rose in his 
seat, when Pandit Motilal Nehni rose on a point of order.) 

Pandit Motilal Nehru (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Urban) : Sir, I rise to a point of order. The point which I beg 
to submit for your consideration, is that this Legislature has no power to 
pass the law which is embodied in the Bill before the House. The motion is 
to provide for the removal from British India in ceiTain eases of pei’sons 
not being Indian British subjects or subjects of States in India. I submit 
that this Legislature is positively barred under the law from parsing any 
such law,' and that being the case I submit that the motion cannot bC' 
allowed. 

What does the Bill aim at ? The Bill aims at the exclusion of His Ma.jes- 
ty’s British subjects, European Briti.sh subjects, without any trial and with¬ 
out any conviction, from any part of Briti.sh India, on the mere declar¬ 
ation of the Governor General that the individual concerned is a person to 
whom the Bill applies. I submit that under section 65 of the Government 
of India Act, sub-section (2), last paragraph, no such law can be passed 
by this Legislature. That sub-section runs thus : 

“ Provided that the (Indian Legislature) has not, unless expressly so authorised 
hy Act of Parliament, power to mate any law repealing or affecting—. ” 

I leave out the immaterial passages ; 

‘ ‘ and has not power to make any law affecting the authority of Parliament or any part 
of the unwritten laws or constitution of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland wheieon may depend in ,.any degree tlie allegiance of any person to the Crown 
of the United Kingdom, or affecting the sovereignty or dominion of the Crown over any 
part of British India. ’ ’ 

Well, Sir, as is well known, every Englishman is born with the con¬ 
stitutional protection which has been accorded to him hy'various charters, 
which are matters of history. The continuance of those rights which are 
given by those charters form the consideration of the allegiance of the 
British subject. 

Mr. President : Where does tlie Honourable Member find that ? 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : I am prepared with the authorities to sub¬ 
stantiate that, but I thought it was very evident. I will refer you to page 
302 of Volume I of Halsbury’s “ Laws of England note (x) : 

“ Lige.anco is the nnitual bond and obligation between the king and liis sub.ieets 
whereby subic.-ts are called his liege subjects because thev are bound to obej' and serve 
him.” 

Therefore it is a mutual obligation. Prom that I think it has been held by 
writers on constitntional law that protection and allegiance are interde¬ 
pendent, and that one is the foundation for the other. It will appear to 
yon. Sir and to the House, that no Englishman can be forced to give allegi- 
ance unless the protection of the fundamental rights guaranteed to him by 
the vanons charters of liberty i.s accorded to him. 
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43? 


Mr. President : The Hoiiourahle Member’s 
the price for allegiance 1 


point is that protection is 


Pandit Motilal Nhhm : So it is. If the Honse Mnll permit me to noint 
out there are as the House is aware, four great charters of English liberty, 
the Magna Gharta the Pethion of Rights, the Bill of Rights and the Settle¬ 
ment Act. Now the provisions of these are very similar, those of the earlier 
Acts having practically been repeated in the later Acts. Now confining 
ourselves in the first place to the Magna Charta, you will find that the 
rule IS laid down in section 39 : 


. ‘' No fi-ee man slmU be taken or imprisoned oi disseized, or outlawed, oi exiled, 

or anyways clesti’oj'ecl j noi will 'vve g*© upon hini^ nor "will w*e send upon him, unless by 
the lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land/' 

' Then section 40 runs : 


“ To none will ^\e sell, to none will we denj- or delay, right or justice.” 

That is part of the contract made by the King. The King grants these 
rights. Now what happens if these rights are not secured to the subject ? 
Article 61 of the same Magna Gharta saj'^s in effect that if these rights are 
not secured to the subject, the subject shall have the constitutional right of 
rebellion. I will quote from “ English Constitutional History ” by 
Taswell-Langmead (page 121) : 

‘ ‘ The question, how should the compact betiveen the king and 'his people be en¬ 
forced, was .at once difiieult and pressing. The king was left in possession of the regal 
poiier and dignity ; experience had shown the ease ivith which former sovereigns had 
broken their most solemn ivritten engagements ; und the insinceiity of John was noto¬ 
rious. At this period there were no effective Constitutional checks against the king ; 
and so a rude device uas hit upon, in its 'lature really impracticable, by which John 
granfed, in effect, to all his subjects a qualified liberty of rebellion. The whole baronage 
were to-elect a Couneil of twenty-five barons eliarged to take care with all their might 
that the provisions of the Charter were carried into effect. If the king or any of his 
ofSeers should violate the Chatter in the smallest particular, these barons,_ or four of 
their number, were to complain to the king, or in his .absence to the justiciar, and de¬ 
mand instant redress. If no redress be given within forty days, the said fiye-and- 
twenty barons, together with the commonalty of the whole land shall distrain and 
distress us in all possible ways, by seizing our castles, lands, possessions, and in any 
othei manner they can, till the grievance is redressed according to their pleasure, 
saving harmless our mwn person and the persons ‘ of our queen and ^children ; and when 
it is redressed they shall obey us as before.” 

On the one hand there are these rights, and on the other hand they are 
secured another right which is tantamount to a right of rebellion. So 
I submit that the allegiance of every Briti.sh subject depends under the 
constitution of England upon protection ; and if any law is proposed in 
India which affects that allegiance, the Indian Legislatui-e has no right what¬ 
ever to pass it. 

%Ir. President : Is it the contention of the Honourable ?kremher that 
the House of Commons has no power to maJve such a law 1 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : No. Parliament is supreme, Parliament can 
repeal the Magna Charta itself and the other Charters I have mentioned ; 
hut this is a subordinate Legislature deriving its authority from Parlia¬ 
ment. Parliament has chosen to- restrict the law-making power of this 
jlonse_of both Houses of the Indian Legi.slature. One of the most im¬ 

portant restrictions, one that everA>- Englishman ought to value,_ is that 
contained in section 65 of the Government of India Act I have just laid 



438 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[10th Sept. 1928, 


[Pandit Motilal Nehru,] 

before you. In fact, Sir, the point of order I am raising would have^ come 
more appropriately from .the other side of the House where I see my fiuends, 
the group of European Members (Laughter), but they seem to be unper¬ 
turbed by this Bill which strikes at the very foundation of their liberties, 
for reasons best Imown^to themselves ; I suppose the reasons are the same 
as have actuated the Government in putting forward this Bill. However, 
it is not for me to go into those reasons. But if they cannot save themstelves, 

I am afraid we’ will have to save them from themselves. I raise the point 
on principle, the principle being that to-day this attack is made on their 
cherished rights, and perhaps to-morrow the same thing will be done as 
again.st us Indians. We are now’ graciouslj' excluded from the operation 
of this Bill (the Indian subjects of His Majesty and the subjects of Indian 
States). The European British subjects come within the purview of the 
Bill, but all my European friends, the Honourable Members on the Treasury 
Benches as well as those on the non-official Benches, seem to be only too 
anxious that this right should be taken away from them ! Why ? Because 
they know that they are perfectly safe and the Bill will only be applied 
against certain undesirable people whom they themselves do not want to 
come to this countiy. It is not for me to speculate w’hat their intentions 
are. What I submit is that this is the first step which is sought to be taken 
by legislation under the Government of India Act to deprive any class _ of 
His Majesty’s subjects of their fundamental rights and in a manner which 
affects their allegiance to the Crown. Of course it is open to my Honour¬ 
able friends on the other side to say, “We forego our rights ”. But it 
does not lie wdth them to forego rights of others : there are people outside 
this House, in this countiy and elsewdiere. I do not know how this Bill will 
be received in England, especially b 3 ' the Labour Party. I hold no brief 
of course for either the people of England or the members of the Labour 
Party. I object on principle, and I submit it is a verj' vicious principle 
which has been adopted in tins Bill, Now it may be said that there are 
certain measures which restrict the liberty of British subjects both in 
India and in England. You will, however, Sir, invariabty find that those 
measures were undertaken for a specific purpose, that they were mostly 
war measures, and such war measures are specially and speeificalty excepted 
from the Magna Chart a itself. 

Mr. President : In what sections ? 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : I will give you the exact section. 

" Article 42. In future anyone may leave the kingdom and return at will, unless 
in time of war, when he may bo restrained ‘ for some short space for the common stood 
otf the kingdom’.” 

That is the exception and a very natural exception. War measure^are 
expressly pro^dded for ; but this is the first time that a restrictive Act 
which will be applicable in peace time to British subjects has been attempted 
m he introduced into this House. I suppose the proper place should be 
ailiament, which^ as I submitted, is .supreme and can pass any law ,• 
but I sulmiit with due deference to my Honourable friends on tho 
re.^ury Benches that this House, being very much restricted in its powers 
Dy h-arhament, cannot take into consideration a Bill which proposes 
1 allegiance of any person to the Crown' in 

1 have to tavr common, law rights under the constitution. Thai; is all 
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• I 10 Ini^w from the Leader of the Opposition 

vhetliei Bengal Regulation III of 1818, Regulation XXVII ot Bombay 
and a .similar Regulation m Madras, exclude European British .subjeSs ? 

PantRt Motilal ^ehru : I .submit it as very doubtful that they do 
exclude European British subjects. 


The Honourable Mr. S. R. Das (Law Member)' : They do not. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : I say it is doubtful, bpcijuse a doubt has 
been exjiressed in certain eases. Thei-efore, you may say that they do 
.not. But I submit that that is no parallel because those Regulations were 
passed for special purposes, and there was then no such power in the way 
of legislative authority. I do not deny that the authority which passed 
those Regulations was clothed with legislative power, but there was no 
such power. 


Mr. President : The Government of India Act was not in force. 


Pandit Motilal Nehru ; Exactly. 

The Honourable Mr. S. E. Das : This provision about allegiance 
has been in existence before all the Goi'crnment of India Acts. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : But I submit that that is no reason why 
this I/egislath^e Assembly should pass a law .similar to Regulation III of 
1818, which was passed by the Deputy President of the Council of the 
Governor General as then constituted. He eertainlj- had the power to 
pass the Regulation, but I submit that that is no precedent for the passing 
of a similar law by this House as now constituted under the present 
Government of India Act. 

The Honourable IVIr. S. R. Das : Sir, I propose to take up very 
little time in reiilying tO' the objection which has been talten, because I 
refuse to believe that a lawyer of Pandit i\Iotilal Nehru's standing and 
experience really believes in the point he has taken to-da 3 ^ The first 
thing I want to say is that this is not a point of order, that it is not for 
this House to decide or for you, the President, to decide whether this law 
which we want to pa.ss is ultra vires of the Legislature or not. If it is 
iiUra vires of the Legislature, it is for a court to decide. When action is 
taken under this Act, it is open to the person against whom the action is 
taken to come to the courts and say that the Act under which that action 
was taken was ultra vires of the Legislature. 

Mr. President : Is it the point of the Honourable Member that 
Government is entitled to introduce legislation on a provincial transferred 
.subject not subject to Indian legislation, and that tlie Chair is hound to 
allow such legislation to be proceeded with ? ' 

The Honourable Mr. S. R. Das ; My point is that if the Govern¬ 
ment does introduce legislation of that description this House as now 
constituted. ’ 

(At this stage there was a good deal of interruption.) 

Mr. President : Would the Chair permit such legislation to be 
introduced ? 

The Honourable Mr. S. R. Das : I do not Imow of any instance, 
and I challenge my friend to show any instance, in which the legislature 
has held that any Ipv which is being introduced is ultra vires of that 
Legislature. 
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Mr, President: I quite -understand that it is not a matter for the 
vote of the House. 

The 'Honourable Mr. S. R. Das : I would go further and challen^ 
niy friend to show a single in.stanee in any Hegislature, either of this 
country or of the Colonies or at home, where it has been held—^ivhere the 
Speaker has disallowed the introduction of legislation on the ground that the 
House had no jurisdiction to pass it. . 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : Was such a thing attempted before ? 

The Honourable Mr. S. R. Das : The next thing I want to say is 
that I wish I had had a little time to look up this matter. It has come as 
a surprise. But I know this, that this very point about allegiance was 
taken by the late Mr. C. R. Das in the High Court of Calcutta before 
Mr. Justice Jenkins. I forget the exact point but it was about the right 
of trial by jury Avhich has been denied in certain repressive legislation. 
His point was that the right of trial by jury under ihe IMagna Charta was 
bound up with the right of allegiance, and he argued exactly the same 
point, but it was entirely disallowed by the High Court. I am sorry I 
am not in a position at the moment to refer jmu to that particular case. 
II is a reported ease and is a case which created a great sensation at the 
time. I am unable to recall it exactly. 

Mr. President ; Do Government want time ? 


The Honourable Mr. S. R. Das : No, we do not want time. We do 
complain that notice of this objection was not given to us, so that we might 
be in a position to give you the exact authority on this point. I submit 
that there is nothing in my friend’s ])oinl. First of all it is not a point 
of order. Secondly, even if it is a point of order, there is nolhing in the 
arguments of my friend that this Legislature has no jurisdiction to pass 
this law. The particular section of the Government of India Act which 
my friend has referred to has been in existence ever since a Legislature 
was brought into existence in this country, and it lias never been suggested 
that either Bengal Regulation III or the Bengal Criminal Law Amend¬ 
ment Act, yhieh was passed only the other day, were ^dtra vires of this 
Legislature because they conflicted with tlie right of allegiance. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Mnhammadan) : Sir, I very reluctantly intervene in this debate and my 
reasons are two-fold. The Honourable the Law Member has stated that 
it is not for this House and yourself to decide whether any Bill of the 
Indian Legislature is or is not ultra vires, and that if it is ultra vires that 
is a matter for adjudication by the Courts. Now, Sir, I happened to be 
the author of a Bill known as the Supreme Court Bill, and I sought leave 
to introduce it in this House. The Government- opposed it on the around 
that it was uKro vires of the Indian Legislature to establish a Supreme 
Court in India, and the question was referi’ed to the President, Sir 
Frederick Whyte. I refused to abide by, the decision of the Government, 
and I claimed the right to' move my Bill unless, I was overruled bv the 
President. The President overruled me and held that mv Bill wa.s 
ultra vires of the Indian Legislature. That is the answer to the Honourable 
the Law Member. - . 


President : What year was that ? 

of ^ 1922 or 1923. I think 

f the old Members here, Mr. K. Ahmed or Mr. Neogy, will bear me' 
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There \ras a discussion ou the floor of the House. I said it ivas the duty 
of the President to decide and 1 would not take any decision from the 
JIxecutiYe Giovernment whether any Bill was or was not idtra vires of 
the Indian Legislature. I therefore venture to submit that it is your 
duty to decide whether any Bill moved by either .side of the House is or 
is not 2 dtra inres of the Indian Legislature. 


Having said so, Sir, I feel constrained to offer a few remarks upon 
the objection raised by the Honourable Pandit Motilal Nehru. The 
power-s of the Indian Legislature are defined and limited by section 65 
of the Government of India Act, and my Honourable and learned friend 
is perfectly right in referring to section 65 (2) of that Act. Now, if you 
will kindly look at that Act. Sir, von will immediately And these facts, 
that the Indian Legislature has no power to make any law—I am 
leavino' out tlie unnecessary words—affecting the unwritten law or 
constitution of the United Kingdom whereon may depend in any degree 
the allegiance of any per.son. Now, Sir, the first question I wish to ask 
of the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition is this. Where is there 
any law, unwritten law or constitution of the United Kingdom 
which entitles a European British subject to reside in India ? That is 
a short question. If he lias got the inherent right to reside in India, he 
has equally the inherent right of residing in all parts of the British 
Empire, and as the unwritten constitution of England makes no distinc¬ 
tion between British subjects, Europeans or Lidians or Colonials, a 
fortiori it folloivs that if that were the law an Indian could not he 
excluded from residing in South Africa, in Canada and in Australia. If 
the allegiance of a British subject were conditioned^ and dependent upon 
the protection as understood in the terms of his right to reside in any 
part of the British Empire, I wish to ask what becomes of the laws, the 
emigration laws, that have been made, excluding Bntish people, ^desir¬ 
able British people, paupers and others, European British subjects, 
entering Canada, Australia and the Union of South Afrma, what 
becomes of the lawB which exclude Indians from all parts of the Colomal 
British Empire ? Therefore, I submit the unwi’itten laws could not and 
were not intended—and indeed there is nothing explicit or implicit in any 
of the laws to which my friend had referred, the Magna Charta included— 
to extend to Englislinien and for the matter of that a British subject, 
European or Indian, the right to enter and stay in any part of the British 
Empire. And this being the case, no such limitation can he spelt into 
the proviso on the legislative power of the Assembly^ The question is a 
general one. Has the British subject the inherent right ot living in any 
uart of the British Empire ? That is a short question and unless you 
are prepared, Sir, to rule that it is the inherent right of evep^ British 
subiect European or Indian, to reside anywhere he likes in the British 
Emuire and that richt flows from hi.s allegiance to tlie British Crown, 
M am afraid the Honourable Panrlit Motilal’s objection seems to be on 
that point unsound. I regret. 

Mr. President : Has tlie Honourable Member seen the Dominion 
Acts on the subject ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : I have not Seen them just now, but I made 
a study of that subject, and I think I have referred in one of my published 
^ hooks to this very question. 
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Mr. President : Does provision in anj^ of the Dominion la^vs 
similar to the one that v'e are considering, namely, .section 65, exist ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home IMemher) : The question you 
put Mr. President is Avhether in any similar provision to the provision 
contained in this Bill. 

Mr. President : That is not the question. The question I put to 
the Honourable JMember ivas whether a provision similar to section 65, 
which prevents the Indian Legislature from enacting any law which affects 
the unwritten laivs or constitution of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain where on may depend in any degree tlie allegiance of any person 
to the Crown of tlie United Kingdom, exists in anj^ of the Colonial laws. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Sir, my argument is that there is no law 
of the United Kingdom regarding residence to be safeguarded by the 
pro-viso. I speak subject to correction, but as far as my memory 
serves me, I believe some such provision occurred in the South African 
Constitution before its union and it also occurred in the Commomvealth 
Act of Australia before 1900 T thinlv, and it also occurred in the old 
Canadian OoiUliiution of 1870 Or thereabouts. \Vhat we have goi here 
is copied from all these old Colonial Statutes, and if reference is made by 
you. Sir, jmu will find similar provisions oeenr there also ; and it is in 
pursuance of this provision that the question was raised by the Indians 
in. South Africa Avhen they were ordered to clear out of that country 
that they have an inherent right and the Supreme Court of South Africa 
held—I do not know whether anybody has got the eases decided by the 
Supreme Court of South Africa—^the Supreme Court of South Africa 
held that the Colonial Government had an absolute right of excluding any 
person, British or not, and consequently the Indians could not assert 
theirUnherent right of residence in 'South Africa ; and it is in consequence 
of that, if you remember. Sir, that the controversy between India atid 
South Africa became acute, whicli has since been settled hy negotiation. 

Mr. President ) I understand that no other Honourable Member 
wishes to throw any light on this difficult and intricate question. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I had no notion I should have to 
deal with this alleged point of order forthwith. 

President : As the Government do not want any time, what 
has the Cliair to do ’? 

‘t ‘ 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : In view of the legal point in¬ 
volved, in the absence of any notice of such a point being raised as a 
point of order, I submit for your consideration whether it would not be 
desirable that the debate .should be adjourned to 3 O'clock, in order that 
this point may be considered. 


]to. President : The question raised by the Leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion is one of great constitutional imi^ortanee. It is no doubt true that 
the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition has not given notice either 
to the Chair or to the Government. I am not prepared to say that he 
IS hound to give such notice, but the fact remains that both the Chair 
ana the Government are taken by surprise. The Government were not 
meet the arguments advanced by the Leader qf the Opposition 

the Govorlim number of authorities, and it is only fair that both 

Government and the Chair should have lime to consideT this great 
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constatutioual question raised by the Honourable Pandit ; but at tlie 

^ want to arrest in any -way the progress of this Bill 

and therefore .the_ course that ^propose to adopt in this case is not tn 
accept the suggestion of the Leader of the House, because that would o-ive 
me only an hour or so at the outside, and I franldy confess it* is not possible 
for me within that short time to deal adequately with the question that 
has been raised. But the course that I propose to adopt is this. I propose 
to allow the discussion of the Bill to proceed. Section 65 luerelv.savs 
that this Legislature has not the power to make any laiw;. Before the 
final stage of the Bill is reached it is open to the Chair, if on examination 
it IS found that it has the power, to intervene' and say that this last 
motion, namely, that the Bill be passed, shall not be made. Therefore, 
the course 1 propo.se to adopt is at pi-esent to go on with the motion of 
j^fr.. Crerar with the amendments that may he moved in this House and 
thus get time for myself and also time for Government to consider this 
question raised the Leader of the Opposition. It may be necessary, and 
I think it will be neee.ssary, for me to hear once again both the O))position 
'and the Government oii the floor of this House, on this important question 
after they liaise made full preparations to argue the case. The question 
being of the greatest importance, I do not wish to give my judgment or 
decision at 3 O’efock to-day or to-morrow or even the day after. I 
■propose to allow the motion for consideration to be moved by the Honourable 
Mr. Cx'erar and reserve my judgment on this qne.stion. It maybe, as 
I have already said, I might in consultation with the Leader of the 
• Opposition and the Leader of the House think of asking Honourable 
Members to argue the ease once again before me on the floor of this House. 


Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya (Allahabad and Jliansi Divisions : 
iNon-Muhainmadan Rural) : There will be a tremendous waste of time if 
jou should later on come to the conclusion that this House has not tlic 
power to proceed with the Bill. 

Mr. President : That is inevitable. The Government not only 
attach great importance to this Bill but they consider it verj'^ urgent, and 
they do not wish that the progress of this Bill should in any way be held 
up. That is the position of the Government as I understand it, and I do 
not wish to come in the tvay of the Government in this matter. I allow 
Ihe Government to go on wdth the Bill and if at a later stage, after study¬ 
ing the authorities and after hearing the parties, if necessary, I find that 
this Legislature has no power, I ivill not allow the Honourable the Home 
Member to make the last motion, namely, that the Bill he pa.ssed. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya : Ma 3 ' I submit, >Sir, that the 
matter may be allowed to stand over till to-morrow morning which will 
give you and the other side sufficient time to consider the jioint of order. 
If, on the other hand, we proceed with the Bill now and spend our time 
over it, and if to-morroiv or the day after jmu cbme to the eonclnsio'n 
that this House cannot deal with the Bill as it stands, it will he impossible 
to compensate the Members of this House for the loss of tune that tliev 
have suffered. 


Mr. President : The Government have agreed to refer this Bill 
to the Select Committee and accept the motion of Sir Hari Singh Gonr 
in that behalf, and if the Bill goes to the Select Committee or'^for the 
matter of that if the motion for circulation is carried, then both the 
UOlXiA „ 
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[Mr. President.] 

Government and the Chair will have plenty of time to consider the whole 
question. It is not a question td he lightly treated. It is a question which 
will lay down once and for all a great principle of great importance to 
this House and the country, and therefore I would beg of the Honourable 
Pandit not to asli the Chair to rush this matter through. 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar -. Sir, I beg to move that the Bill to 
provide for the removal from British India in certain cases of persons not 
being Indian British subjects or subjects of States in India, be taken into 
consideration. 


The object, Sir, and the justification of this Bill, as its title indicates, 
is the preservation of public safety. Public safety is a comprehensive 
phrase and there are various measures, there are various provisions mthin 
this ambit which can be distinguished-in intention and effect. In the finst 
instance, every Government, every organised Government of whatever kind 
and in whatever country, must iiecessarily assume to itself or retain powers 
for its own preservation and for the cariying out of its functions. What 
precisely the nature of those powei's .should be or how on particular occa¬ 
sions thej’' should be exercised must naturally be matters which occasion 
controversy, but no responsible person will ever controvert the proposition-' 
that such powers are necessary. (Hear, hear.) 


Another class of power which is necessary for the maintenance of public • 
safety, and which, though it may be connected witli the first which I have 
named, can yet to some extent be distinguished from it, is the power neces¬ 
sary to Government for the maintenance of iieace and order, for the pre¬ 
servation of all those conditions Avhich are the fundamental basis of all 
forms of organized society. But occasions may arise, conditions may arise 
in wdiich even greater issues are at stake than those for which measures of 
those two classes are necessary. There may be, and indeed it is part of 
my case that there are, dangers which threaten not only the existence of 
the Government, not oiily the existence of conditions of peace and order, 
but dangers which threaten the most vital interests, the most essential and 
the most vital assets and elements of the whole state of our society. If we 
do not act upon the principle of looking facts in the face, there is a move¬ 
ment which, if left unchecked, may ultimately prove destructive to that 
whole heritage of culture, of civilisation, of religion, the organisation of 
agriculture, industry and commerce and the whole structure and the whole 
basis of society. I submit, Sir, that if there is anj’’ question of these vital 
possessions of the countiy being threatened, then therei ought to be no ease 
in opposition to the taking of proper measures for their protection. We 
are indeed familiar with protective legislation in the economic sphere. 
What I wish to urge upon the House is this, that there are interests far more 
vital to the country, far more vital to the people of this country, than even 
the^ most vital of economic interests, and I say that when the whole consti¬ 
tution of Indian society, all her traditions, all her culture, all her civilisa¬ 
tion, all her religions institutions and ideas are threatened, then this House 
ought to agree to any necessary measure of protective legislation. 


dangers which now threaten and which, if they are un- 
iew thiC' to threaten in an increasing measure, are not entirely 

,ne liKtory. The mad imtmet for destruction, and 
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•wrhat is even more dangerous, the insiduous and calculated design of des¬ 
truction, are ncrt entirely new things. They have raised their head more 
than once at different epochs of the worid^s history, generally after some 
great cataclysm of war or revolution. 

The particular variety of revolutionary activity to which I wish the 
House to-day to direct its most careful attention came into prominence, and 
its activity developed into more dangerous activity, sometime after or about 
the time of the conclusion of the great world war. The -world war saved 
us from a great menace, the menace of a military domination of the world, 
hut its consequences have created and exposed us to other dangers. The 
world has not j’-et succeeded in reconstructing itself after tliat great up¬ 
heaval. Every country, every State, is still in bitter need of restoration 
and reconstruction and of all the forces that are at present abroad in the 
world, there is none more generally hostile to reconstruction than the doc¬ 
trine and the practice of Communism. Well, Sir, it may be said that 
Opmmunism, as far as India is concerned, is merelj^ a theory, merely an 
academic frame of mind. 

Now I deny that, but even if it were a mere theoiy, I do not think that 
its propagation should be allowed to continue unchecked. The danger is 
that the theory may be converted into practice. I say that merely to meet 
.the ob.iection of those who say Communism is merely a theory. My case is 
quite the contrary. It is Communism in action to which I wish to draw 
the special attention of the House. Now, Sir, those whose opinion I refer¬ 
red to just now will probably object that opinions of tliis kind ought to be 
tolerated. But opinions which are being translated into action ai'e in a 
different category. Toleration in regard to such opinions must have some 
limitation. T do not think that any sane person would deny that doctrines 
so totally opjioscd to all principles hold by common consent to be repugnant 
to the most fundamental notions of morality and humanity should be per¬ 
mitted to be preaclied and practised unchecked. Such opinions and the 
practice of such opinions in such a manner as to be an infringement of the 
liberties of otliers are not to be tolerated. They threaten the liberties of 
others, their lives and their property. These are activities which ought 
not to receive the benefits of toleration ; and of all sucli doctrines those 
which are most properly to be I’esisted and to be repelled are tbe.se sub¬ 
versive and reprehensible doctrines which are hatched and intruded and 
brought in upon u.s from abroad. Everj'- country carrie.s its own crop of 
dangerous movements and ideas ; but we are entitled to refuse permission 
to the dumping of superfluous foi-eigu stock. I admit that it may be re¬ 
quired of me to show that the Com'munistie doctrines, esjmcially in their 
application to India, conie within any or all these categories and combina¬ 
tions, and I shall attempt to do .so by giving a summary of the facts. Some 
Honourable Members might not nnnaturalh'- he disposed to suspect me of 
prejudice or partiality iii this matter if I gave my own iiiterpretation of 
them. I shall therefore ask the indulgence of the House Avhile I qiiote some 
documents which I have here. I .shall attempt no running commentary upon 
them because they have the merit of being quite explicit in themselves ; 
and I think Honourable Membei-s will find a great deal of interest, as I 
have done myself, in some of the extracts I propose to read. 

Mr. H. G. Cocke (Bombay : European) : Will the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber saj’’ what these documents which he is going to read from are ? We 
could not hear him on this side of tlie House. 

LOILA 



446 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. ' 


[10th Sept. 1928 . 


Tlie Honourable Mr. J. Orerar ; I ivill explain in each case vOiat l 
quote. I take the first document. It is evidence ivhieh Avas produced in 
the liigh Court of Allahabad, in the revolutionarj'- and conspiracy case of 
1924. This is an extract from the propagandist manifesto issued by tlie 
Communist Party in India. 

Mr. President : The Honourable lilember is aivare that be ivill have 
to place these doeuraents and papers on the table of the House if he ivishes 
to refer to them ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : T am quite prepared, Sir, to place 
these documents on the table of the House. 

“ iM.'iPs action tiins beg.nii, Avi)] develop into organised agrarian strikes, into food 
liots, tlie plunder of corn-stocks and assaults upon Large estates Avith the idea of con¬ 
fiscation. The doAA 11-trodden peasanti.A' must be made conscious of their right to live like 
human beings and our propaganda should bo aimed at making them understand tliat they 
should conquer this right by military action. Such action projierly organized on a 
large scale aa-III arouse them from their age long mental and spiritual slavery and majte 
them eoitseious of their omi right, Tioactiemfit-y pD.-sshism must be i-epiidiated, ll'liat 
burst out spontaneously at Gorakhpur, Rae Bareli, Chauri Chaura, Malabar, Gentitil 
India and vhat is going on in the Punjab must be developed by ei'ery possible means. 

“ Peasant revolts should spread like AA’ild lire from one end of the country to the 
other. IVc must foiinulnte our program to correspond to the oeonomie interests of the 
iiiasais, then go forward boldly’ ivith that program till avc reach our goal.” 

I iiov propose to read some extracts—and I am prepared to ^ lay the 
document—from a draft programme of the Communist International, 
Avhieh Avas recently laid before the Annual Congress of the Communist In¬ 
ternational v'hich met in July this year. I understand that this draft pro¬ 
gramme has since been approA'cd in principle. 

"The conquest of poAver by the proletariat is not the peaceful ' conquest ’ of 
the existing bourgeois State iiriehine by means of a parliamentary majority. Tho 
conquest of poAver by the proletariat is the violent OA’erthroAV of bourgeois poAver, the 
Alestruetion of the capitalist State apparatus (bourgeois armies, police, bureauciatic 
-hierarchy, courts, parliament, etc.) and its roplacctnent by a ncAV organ of proletarian 
power, piimarily as a Aveapon for the suppression of exploiters. 

The SoA'iet State iiresupposes the complete disarming of the bourgeoisie and the 
concentration of arms in the hands of the proletariat: it is the State of tlie armed pro¬ 
letariat. The oiganisatioii of the armed forces is carried out on the basis of tbe class 
principle, Avhieh corresponds to the AA'hole system of the proletarian dictatorship and 
guarantees the role of leadership to the industrial proletariat. This organisation rests 
O’’ r''volutioiiary discipline, but at the same time provides for the maintenance of close 
aiifl constant contact between the members of the Red Army and Navy and tho masses 
of the toilers, and for their participation in the administration of the eouutrj' and in 
the Avork of building up Socialism. 

The A'iotorimis proletariat utilises the conquest of poAA'er as a ICA’er of economic 
revolution, i.e.. the royoiutiouary tr.apsformation of the property relationship of capi- 
talisin into relationships of the socialist metliod of production. The starting point 
of this great economic reA’olution is the expropriation of the landlords aird eaxritalists, 
I.C., the coiiA’ersion of the monopolised propertr’ of the bourgeoisie into the propertA' of 
a proletarian State.” ‘ v i . 


le Other items included in this programme are the oA’ertlirov of tbe rule 
+• 1 ^ IT Ibe nationalisation of large enterprises, tbe conflsca- 

the'lands monasterial lands and nationalisation of all 

ganisod the masses tloAving, AA’hen the domiirairt classes are disor- 
ineliuirig toAA-ards the of revolutionary ferment, the intermediary strdta are 

rifico, the task of the .masses .are prepared Tor action and for saC- 

upon the bouxgeora State ^ proletariat Is to lead the masses into the direct attack 
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This includes strikes, strikes combined ivith demonstrations, the coinbinatiou or 
tirrned demonstrations and stnkes, and finally the general strike couiohitlv n hh tL 
armed uprising against the political power of the bourgeoisie. Tliis struggle nmst hi 
subjected to the lules of inilitaiy art: it must be conducted according to a uhui of 
war and m the form of a military offensive/' ^ ^ 

Now, Sii, on that document I 2Jropo.se to read some extracts from 
another document which is an interestiu" commentary. Tins is a letter 
written by a gentleman commonly called M. N. Roy, copie.s of which liave 
been laid in the Library of the House. 


Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Eohilkund and Kumaou Divisions -. Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Are the Government aware that the authenticity 
of^ that letter has been denied, that Mr. M. N. Rpy has dissociated him¬ 
self from the authorship of that letter and that a telegram has reached 
India to the effect that the letter is a faked letter ? 


The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar .- I proiiose to deal with that. The 
Honourable Member has antieijiated the point which I was about to make 
immediately. I understand that some doubts have been cast on the authen¬ 
ticity of this letter. I saw in a Reuter’s telegram a statement—^whether 
correct or not I cannot vouch for—^that the British Communist Party had 
addressed a reproach to Mr. M. N. Roy to the effei^t that he had given 
ground to Government to take action by the introduction of compromising 
matter of this kind. The answer which the Communist Party is alleged to 
.have received is that the letter was not written by M. N. Roy. Well, Sir, 
tliere may he some measure of literal accuracy, but not of truth, in that 
-Statement, for the letter in point of fact is for the most part typewritten. 
It is here. It is addressed on the outer cover “ to be delivered personally to 
Muzaffar Ahmad, 21, European Asjdum Lane, Calcutta.” The words “ to 
be delivered personally to ” have been expunged and the cover bears the 
postmark of Aden, the 16tli May. It has also an interesting covering letter. 
The letter itself is aijparently one of a number of copies intended for cir¬ 
culation to the various committees of woi'kers’ and peasants’ parties insti¬ 
tuted in India, (An Ho^iourahle Member : “ What is the date of the 
letter ? ”) The covering letter is to the following effect ; 

“.Dear Muzaffar, 

jPleaso give some kind of note to the bearer of this letter to you, so tliat lie ••an 
carry it back so as to sliow that lie has discharged his mission. If you have any tsilk 
"uith the bearer you might indicate your opinion as to his usefulness as a helper lu our 
eommuiiications. It is very important to establish sometliiiig in this connection. ’ ’ 

Nor is that all. 


Mr. D. V. Belvi (Bombay Southern Division : Non-Muliammadan 

I r.M. Rural) : May we know the date of that letter ? 

The Honourable IVIr. J. Crerar : It is dated the 15th February. 

Mr. C. S. Eanga Iyer ; Is that letter signed by iMr. M. N. Roy ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : There is a point of further signifi¬ 
cance which I wish to lay before the House quite frankly. The letter, as 
I have said, is mainly typed, but there are certain corrections. We have 
alreadj' now in our possession certain letter-s in the handwriting of 
M- N. Roy. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran : Non- 
Muhammadan) ; Is it signed by M. N. Roy ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : My point is r.his, that these autlien- 
tications and corrections have been compared and identified with the 
manuscripts we possess. 
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Now, Sir, as tlie letter has been laid in the Library of the House, I do 
not propose to qtiote very extensively from it. There are one or two pas¬ 
sages which I think I should bring to the .special notice of the House. 

“ Witli these considerations we do not share the illusion that the Communist Partj' 
can be organized in India legallj'. But as mentioned above, we are not in favour of 
self-liquidation. Fight for legal existence, but build tlie party illegally. Ecraabi a 
legal body as long as possible, but build up a powerful underground organization. Pre- 
ser\e roiir legality as long as you can, but don’t have it at the expense of activities 
essential for the groiith of the party. The existence of the Communist Party should 
be known, oveij' worker and peasant nnist know it, but don’t emasculate the party with 
the 1 anal and couaidly doftrine of bourgeois nationalism that all our activities are above 
board, we have nothing to hide. Every little act of a real Communist is a blow to 
Imperialism, and the Imperialist knous it ; thercfoie, if the Communist does not act 
illegally he must pass his life in prison. Tlicic is no ‘ fair plaj ’, no gentlemanli- 
ncts, in the i evolutionary struggle. lion to organise an illegal party ? I am afraid 
that the failure to answer this question contributes to the dangerous legalist deviation. 
Political party is a comparatively nev.- thing in Indian and there prevails a rather faulty 
idea about it. An illegal organization is traditionally associated with terrorist conspi- 
lacy, bombs and revolvers. It is not understood how .a partj' can be illegal and carry 
oil political activities. ’ ’ 

I emphasise that point because a marked feature of Roy’s propaganda 
and of his manifestoes, which have reached ns, is the insistence on the 
necessity of both legal and illegal activities in the Commimist Party in 
India. Then he refers to the Workers’ and Peasants’ Party. 

“ Pndoiibtedly a party develops more quickly and wields n inueh greater influence, 
if it can function Icgallj'. Illognlitj' is speciallj' disadvantageous iu India 'Uhero the 
working class is largely* illiteiate, and therefore the propaganda innst be carried on 

niainl}' orallj'. Thorefoie wc pioposed the formation of the Workers’ anti 

Peasants ’ Paitj through which the Coniiminist can function leg.illj', through which agita¬ 
tion .and propaganda can be carried on legallj', and the workeis and peasants can be 
organized to defend the interest of their class.” 

But he leaves no doubt on the point that his conception of the matter is that 
these legal organisations are merely the cloak and the means for a simulta¬ 
neous policy along illegal lines. lie speaks of the importance of <he Party 
press. And this is a rather significant passage :—• 

“ Our Party press, built up on this principle, applied iu practice with the necessary 
internacioiial sxippoit will rapidly develop and be a poweiful factor in the political 
life of the country. ’ ’ 


“ International support ” presumably meant foreign subsidies. Well. Sir, 
I do not intend to weary the House by reading to any greater extent front 
that document, but I trust the Honourable Llembers will si udy it for them¬ 
selves. One thing yon will ob.serve and that is, that the Communist pro¬ 
paganda deals with a certain amount of dexterity with the question of 
Nationalism vliich is not entirely an easy question for a convinced Com¬ 
munist to handle. But as their energies and activities are directed not only 
against organised society generally but also against the British power, it is 
na Ural that tliey should endeavour to find allies in the National movement. 
frwTri^*^ can suppose, taking into account their other doctrines, that any 
fmirl India or elsewhere will profit by them. The 

does not comply with organisation of society which 

exempt from Hs hostilhw prescriptions of Communnsm would be 

India', and I contend ^ directed upon 

interests of India and of Britni^ strongly, that in this matter the 

jjAiLcim are identical. 
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Well, Sir, I have spoken on the doctrine and the tenets of Oommnnism. 
I shall now say a few words upon its extension to India. I think that the 
history of it can most conveniently be dated from 1920, when the Commu¬ 
nist International published a Thesis which expressly contemplated the 
direction of activities towards India and the Bast. In 1922, Mr. Roy 
directions of acitivies towards India and the East. In 1922, Sir. Roj^ 
iiaps of the Ilonourable Members present at the time of the Gaya Congress. 
Then came other manifestoes which were piibli.shed in 1923. By this time 
a certain amount of aetivit}'- was going on in the countrj". Government 
found it necessary to institute a prosecution. The prosecution took place 
in 1924 and the extract vdiicli I read was from the judgment passed in that 
case. It resulted in the conviction of 4 persons, who were all correspond¬ 
ents of Mr. Roy, for conspiracy to wage war against the King. The result 
of that pro.seeution was that Communist activitie.s to a certain extent slack¬ 
ened and suspended themselves. But since 1926 there have been renewed 
activities, and a great deal of stimulus has been given to the movement in 
this country by the arrival of certain British Communists. I have already 
informed the Ilonse the other day of the arrival of the person vho passes 
under the aliases of Allison and Campbell. 

It was he who hr.st .started the formation of Worker.^’ and Peasants’ 
Parties in India in. a really active fona. After his incarceration and re¬ 
moval from India, another British Communist—in fact two others—came 
and those activitie.s have been eontinnonsly carried on for the last year and 
a half to the very great detriment, as I believe, of tiie country. 


Now, Sir, it wall probably be alleged against this Bill that it is to 
the prejudice or detriment of labour activities and labour organisations 
in this country. I do not propose to deal at length with that, but I 
should ask the House tp con.sider in their own minds whether foinent- 
ing of industrial disorder—and that undoubtedly is one of the objects 
of the ftetivities of the Coinmuiiists—i.vhether this^ fomenting or iiiclnstiia 
disorder, quite irrespective of any economic merits there may be in the 
dispute, is going to be of any value to labour, and whether, on the 
contrary, apart from the suffering and privations which are imme¬ 
diately caused, it is not ruinous to the cause of Ifjbour and ruinous 
to the. prospects of the healthy development of lahmir organisa¬ 
tions in this country on a sound basis. I observe that the British irade 
Union Comrress has recently passed by a very overwhelming vote a decision 
to purge English Trades Unionism of Commiinism (Hear, hear), and 
the effect of this measure.' • • - 


Sir. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Labour Interests) : I 

whether' in England they have passed an Act de^rtnig Communists 1 
(An IloiiovraUe Member : “ Yes ”. Anoiher Konourablo Mcmhc, . 

The 'Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : The Briti.sh Trade Union Congress 
hv a very large majority have decided that British 1 rades Lnionism should 
be purged of Communism, and in so far as (his Bill will assist that consum¬ 
ption in India I contend strongly that this 

labour movement in India. (Hear, hear.) Nov, Cir,... 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Has a measure similar to this been introduc¬ 
ed in the British Parliament . 

The Honourable Mr.' J. Orerar : Let me attempt to sumnuu’ise 
briefly Avhat all this means in its relation to the Indian .social edifice. Indian 





450 


• LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


- - [10th Sept. 1928. 


fSIr. J. Crerar.] 

States are to be destroyed, religious endowments, whether of temple, 
mosque or church, are to be confiscated, religion itself has to go, landlords 
and landed proiirietors should go, industiY and trade in any capitalist 
form are to he abolished, the professions are to be submerged. In this 
House there is not, so far as I knoAV, a single jMember who would survh^fe 
nnless he consented to be submerged. 

Noav, Sir, I turn veiy brieflj' to the p-rovisions of this Bill. I would 
ask the House to pay special attention to the fact that no Indian can possibly 
come within its danger. Its purposes are strictly limited, and as I say, no 
Indian subject can possibly come Avithin its danger. It may be alleged 
that this AAull giA^e further discretionary poAver to the HxecutHe G-OA'ernment. 
I do not deny that that is the case. But I contend that the circumstances 
are such that discretionary poAver juust lie given to Government on Avhom 
lies the prnnary responsibility of dealing AAith this extremely difficult and 
dangerous situation. The question before the House then is, what is its 
altitude towards doctrines and activities which definitely aim at the 
complete subA'ersion of Indian society as it noAA' stands ? 

The ansAA’er surelj" cannot be doubted. If the danger Avere in the form 
of open, undisguised direct action, I trust that the GoA-erument would be 
supported by the unanimous authority of this House. If the danger is 
insidious and subterranean. I submit that the ansAver ought to be equally 
in the affirmatiA'e. 

Noaa", Sir, I do not prouose to detain the House much longer. I do not 
kncAA' Avhether the existence of the gra'i’c dangers Avhich I have pointed out, 
or their even graver potentialities, aa-jII be challenged. Such a challenge, 

I submit, could proceed only from a determination to ignore the plain and 
incontestable facts of the Communist propaganda, the aims and objects of 
which have been avoAved and reiterated by its agents and instruments in 
the inost unequivocal terms, or it must procpod from a failure to appreciate 
their significance. I do not knoAV AA-hether these plain and obvious facts 
vill he challenged. But it may he said that there is iio urgent necessitA^ 
for any measure of this kind to deal Avith them. The vieAv o! Government 
on that point is simply this, that they cannot accept the responsibility of 
alloAAung the present state of affairs to continue unchecked cA-en for a fcAv 
months or a fcAv Aveeks that they .should ho armed Avith these poAvers Avith 
the least possible delay, and that it AA’oiild be inexcusable folH and derelic¬ 
tion of duty on their part to Avait until mischief verv liard, to remedy had 
been Avrouglit. 


The fundamental question is this, AAdiether the aA'OAved objects and 
expedients of the Communist doctrine and activities are to be taken seriously 
or not. JNJy contention is that tliey must be taken seriously and dealt AAuth 
J observer, even from the outside and 

of^eveS^ S ^^u ^^^^eve that the course 

repreSts ’^'’orld, during tlie last few montlis 

their origin. Biirtfi no doubt economic in 

anything" to g^b by^ r l^^d 

accompanied by .shoekino- fotaPf ” is not normal. Train' disasters 

mcidents. But they are eftirclv^-r? sabotage are not normal 

ttme which T ask this House tn ^®<^ordance Avith the tenets of the doe- 

use to condemn and to oppose. I have convincing 
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evidence that a sinister and external influence has been and is at work. It 
IS not within my power to expose in a public utterance the ramifications of 
its working of which I have knowledge, for the obvious reason that to do so 
woiiid T)e to give valua])le information to the enemy and to weaken and 
impede, or even defeat, our own defensive measures. I must ask the Ilouse 
to credit me when I sai'—speaking with, a very heavy sense of my ovm 
responsibility in this matter—tliat we have not to deal with mere visionary 
and fantastic tlieories, the realisation of which postulates a complete 
destruction of the existing social order, but with a persistent and definite 
design to take the first and then the ultimate steps to put them and their 
postulates into operation. I do not think, Sir, that the resiion.sibility of 
tailing the necessaiy measures to deal with .such attempts .should be left 
to Government to sustain alone. It is a responsibility which every citizen 
should be prepared, so far as in him lies, to share, (/hi Honourahle Mem¬ 
ber : “ After Swaraj ”.) It is a re.sponsibility of which I now ask this 
House to take its part. (Applau.se.) 

(After some time hlr. President rose in his place.) 

Mr. President : The question that I have to put is. 

'(At this stage Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta rose in his place.) 

Ihlr. President : No Ilonourable Member rose in his place and lhu]'e- 
I'ore 1 began to put the question. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban; : 
I thought. Sir, that the Chair was, as usual, first reading out the motion 
jusi moved by the Honourable the Home Member. 

Mr. President : The House now stands adjourned till 2-30 p.m. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Ulock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mi‘. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
(Rural) : Sir, I beg to move the amendment that stands in my name. It 

runs as follows : . . 

“ That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon. 


I shall not be long in trying to convince the Honourable the nmiie 
Member of the necessity of an amendment winch he may consider to be a 
little dilatory, as I have come to learn from his speech t iM he m eager that 
this Bill should be passed as early as possible. But I think I shall oe <abie 
^0 convinee liim tliat there is no necessity for any ™ 

matter like this No doubt ive have precedence tor legislation bein„ rush 
S throS and passed in one .sitting of the Ilouse. But I beg to submi 
that no case lias been made out as yet for sucli indecent ha.sle, fnd 1 hi, 
tidth this eiilar<red Council that it will not he attempted to lie carried thi ou Ji 
SmrueI. Se mat I ask for merely is oirculatiou for cl.c.t.u- puW.e 
opinion thereon. 
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Sir, certain facts have been given to ns about whicn -sve 
had no knowledge before we heard tlie klover of this' motion. I hoiie he will 
excuse .us if we do not accept either his ipse dixit or the ex parte evidence 
that he has placed before us, without cai-efui, sifting and consulting public 
opinion, in order to arrive at the, truth or otherwise of all that ha.s fallen 
from him. I mean no disrespect to him by saying so. 


Sir, you will be pleased to see that though the Bill is a very short one 
containing seven sections only of which three or four deal with tlie proee* 
dure and .such matters as “ vlierea.s ” and so forth, it covers grounds em¬ 
braced by at least a half of the Indian Penal Code. I hope I shall be able to 
convince the House of what I saj’^ that this is a 'comprehensive Bill that it 
ought noi to be precipitated in the way in which it has been attempted to be 
done. It begins with “ whereas it is expedient Wherein the expediency 
lies we do not know, and for Avhom it is expedient I ‘do not know. Certain¬ 
ly the Honourable the Home Member means that it is expedient for the 
safety and good government of India,—and in that I am at one with him 
(y/m Uonourahte Mr. J. Crerar : “ Hear, hear ”), because we are as much 
interested in the good government of India as the Honourable the Home 


Member _ {Honouralle Memhers : “ Hear, hear ”), if not more. The 
House nil! be pleased to see that in .'-ection 2, sub-section (1) wo have the 
words “ direc.tly or indirectly ”. I have a great ob,iection to words like 
tlie.se ; unless we are assured that words like these are absolutely necessary, 
for such vague words ma}'’ be interpreted in various ways according to the 
whims and caprices of the courts. Then the phrase occurs, ‘ ‘ advocates the 
overthrow by force or violence of the Government established by law in 
British India Now that covers a whole chapter of the Indian Penal Code, 
Then the Avorld at large is involved, in the words “ abolition of all forms of 
law or organized Government whether in British India or elsewhere By 
the words ‘‘ elsewhere ”, we are not only asked to be patriotic hut also 
philanthropic and that under compulsion, namely, we have a duty to- 
waras our.selves to discharge and we <vhould see that there will be no 
revolution or anj’- such thing not only in India, but we must go furlher ; 
we must look to Soviet Russia, we mu.st look to China, we must look to 
he trans-Atlantic countries. Sir. since the coming of Englishmen to 
ndia there has never been such philanthrop}'. I should say philanthropic 
legislation introduced in the Indian Legislature, in which Indians have 
oecn asked not only to guard their own intere-^ts bnt to guard the 
interests of the peoples of the world at large. Then come, Sir, the 
words “ or the assassination of public officials ”. There is a Chapter in 
the Indian Penal Code about assassination. Then the words occur “ or 
Lie promiHion of enmity between different classes of His Majesty’s snb- 
.lects . Thej- also find a place in the Indian Penal Code. Then “ or 
?? property or unlawful interference with the ownership 
another Chapter of the Indian Penal Code. A 
been sections of the Indian Penal Code have 

Sir if these assault and defamation. It were better, 

only trvin' ^ had found a place here. I am 

nature of this legLlation ^ -u all-eomprehensive 

few sections, and I would asl-'^ couched in a very 

legislation in .such indecent hi'st?® should not pass this 

we have a bait thrown out sub-section (b) of section 2, 

Only a few minutes aco T f magnates and to landholders. 

; - lad the honour of having the opinion of 
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ternloi-ial magnates, irom whom 1 learnt that ail these 
tffee? industrial anu agrarian disputes are mere false prc- 

mnnkH^ menace from the so-called Com- 

the words " and other disputes of a like 
a uie with intent to subvert “ organized government Sub¬ 
version of organized government, that is the thing which is probably 
in the minds of the framers of this Bill. Then in sub-section (c) we 
bale is a member of —mark the words—“is a member of or is 

associated with. This is not only vague, but it can be. stretched 

0 sucli a length that any one living in India can be made to say that 
he m associated with it. The ivord “ member ” is not enough. It goes 
on, or is associated with any society or organization, whether in British 
Jmclia or elsewhere, which advocates or encourages anj' such doctrine 
fins then is really a fight against doctrines. The other sections deal with 
tne method of removal, etc. Sir, with reference to such comprehensive 
cuitailmeiit of the liberties of the people of India, what are the reasons 
given in the Statement of Objects and Reasons ? “ Evidence has 

accumulated.” With whom, we do not Imow. If we had been 

taken into confidence, certainly we would have given our heartiest sup¬ 
port to any desire on the part of the Honourable the Home Member to 
protect our lives and property in our own country. Sir, I remember that 
T ^ ^^tei' the Bill was published in the Gazette of India 

I had a convei'sation with—I am nor, di.selosing any secret I hope—the 
L/irector of Information. He inquired of me what would he our atti¬ 
tude. I clearly told him that we had no facts before us to justify our 
sanctioning such legislation. If I remember aright, I was told tliat he 
Avould see that we get such information as was possible. . But, Sir, up 
till now we have not received any .such information. 


Mr. K, Ahmed (Rajshahi Division-: Muhammadan Rural) : What 
about those quoted by the Home Member ? 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : “ Evidence has accumulated recently of the 
subversive intentions and activities of the Communist International 
generally. Here, Sir, before I go any further I must admit before 

this House that I know verj’- little or nothing—though I have been in 
public life for more than a quarter of a century —1 know little or nothing 
about this Communist movement about which wc hear so much in Europe. 
But ill India. Sir, I have travelled through the length and breadth of 
this country .several time.s ; I have never met a Communist. At aiij’ rate 
no Communist have ever come to me and I do not really know whether 
their intentions arc like those which are set out here, namely. “ the sub¬ 
versive intentions and activities of the Communist Intei-national genci-al- 
ly, and in particular of the efforts it is directing against India ”. Wiiat 
are the efforts ? Now,, Sir, we had some illnininating news from the 
Honourable the Home Member. But those facts in themselves, even 
if thej’ were true, I beg to submit, are not .sufficient to warrant giving 
legi.slative sanction to a Bill like the one before us. M^'e have heard, 
Sir, the name of M. N. Roy in connection with this and the Honourable 
the Home Member read from a typed copy certain thiug.s, and he was 
convinced that this must have come from that gentleman, IM. N. Roy. 
Very few of us here have heard the name of this M. N. Roy save and 
except that it is given by the Government. It is said that he sent 
some letter to some, one in India in order to bring in Communistic 
activities in India. But I do not think that any of us here have received 
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any letter like the one referred to, much less our less educated brethren, 
who are likely to be influenced by such subversive doctrine. If that 
be so, Sir. I beg to submit that the very fact of such a letter does not 
at all warrant introduction of legislation like this. Apart from that, 
we have grave doubts about the genuineness of the letter itself, of 
which the Honourable the Home Member could not assure us. On the 
other hand, we hai’e such information Avith us which warrants us 
coming to the conclusion that that letter is nothing but a' pure and 
simple fabrication and a forgery, and a forgery with a purpose. I shall read 
before this House Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru’s statement first : 

*' 1 have icceivcd a cable from the office of the League against Impoiialisni in 
Berlin informing me that thej' arc authorised to state that the letter alleged to hare 
been vritten b}' Mr. M. IST. Boa Avhich \Aas published from Simla recently is an absolute 
fabrication. ” ‘ - 


The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Did not Mr. Jawahar Lai Nehru 
state or Avas he not reported to liaA'^e stated that he could not .saj' 
whether the letter Avas genuine or not ? 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : No. I shall read further. If the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member liad AA’aited for a feAA^ minute.s more, he Avould 
have .seen ; 

When this letter Avns published in the press I could not of course say Avhether'it 
was g(>nuine or not. I do not knoAV uhat Mr. Roy’s views may be in regard to the 
Communist work in India. It struck me as a peculiar horror that this letter Avhich 
IS stated to be dated some time in December last should suddenly be given publicity 
mglit months later. On the face of the letter it oontains statements Avhich appear impro¬ 
bable. The manner and the tone of publication increases the element of suspicion ” 

and .so forth. 


Mr. K. Ahmed : Where is it stated ? 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; Wait and you AviU see : 

♦i. The Tr.ade Disputes Bill and the so-called anti-BolsheA'ik measure coming af-about 
-C same fime made^ it clear that the publication was designed to frighten a number of 
people and then facilitate the passing of the measure. The cablegram I received from 
Berlin stated that after eiiquiry it has been found that the letter is a fabrication and 
ynstnics the susTin-ion that it raised. I trust that no one i\ill bo deluded by this letter.*’ 

Then here is a Reuter’.s telegram, dated September 4th : 

' I[ehtcr learns that Mr. M. K. Roy has informed the London branch of the 
Indian Rational Congiess that he did not Avrite the letter mentioned in the message 
of 1st September.” ^ 


In fact there Avas an enquiry by the London branch of the Congress 
aoout the genuineness or otherAvisc of this letter. That this letter is a 
^re and simple fabrication, no one can noAV be in auv doubt. (An 
e IfemZic?- : “ Question ”?) That it is not a genuine document 
wffiiuh such historical incidents as the Zinovoff letter 

dodfi-e is about the fall of the Labour GoA-ernnient. This sort of 

about wlieiipvil^n thing. WheneA^er repressive legislation is to be brought 
«»a f»with any reprassive meaaSre 

fions. That has hefn tho ’ factories and arms and ammuni- 

inlroduction of repressive w^i before the deportations and the 

lattorie,. and dSlSTjS (5o™™ent fmmd some bomb 

am emboldened to think that ammunitions very opportunely. 1 

iiig a letter just before the those insidious steps of publish- 

the mtroduction.of a repressive measure and asking 



.-THE PUBLIC'SAEEXY: (HEM0VAL PROM INDIA) BILL. 


466 


IIS to believe that it is a genuine document, I challenge that it is a genuine 
document. Even if it had been a genuine document, so far as I Icuoiv 
mj^ countrymen, they will throw it into the waste-paper basket and will 
not pay even the least attention to a document like it. For more than 
2,000 or 3,000 years we have never known what a rei’olution is. We never 
want a revolution. We do not want subversion- of tlie ordered state of 
things however miserable maj- be our lot under the present .system of ad¬ 
ministration. This much assurance I can give to the Honourable the 
Home Member, and he can take it from me, that I shall be one of the first 
men to support his measure if he can really convince us that there is 
danger to person and property, not only of Indians but of any foreigner 
in this country, be those foreigners exploiters of this country or others. 
I .shall support the Government in any measure to arm them with any 
power if I am convinced of the neee.ssitj' of such measure. 


' Sir, there are some words in the Statement ,of Objects and Reasons 
which I want to bring to the notice of the House. It is said there : 

“ destroying by woleiice botli the Government established by Lw ,aiid the present 
eeoiiomie organisalion of society-, and substituting what they- describe as the dictator¬ 
ship of the proletari.at 

What do the words “ dictatorship of the proletariat " mean ? I do not 
know what these words mean in Europe and in fact in India for genera¬ 
tions past, this proletariat—^if by proletariat is meant the worlcing classes 
and the labouring classes—^have been subjected to such inhuman treatment 
and have been reduced to such poverty that every right tliinking man 
wiU trj»^ to raise their standard of living and comfort. In fact it is one 
of tlie elementary rights of a human being to iiaye a fiill meal and to 
clothe himself properly. That has been denied in India for at least 
more than a century. To what this is due to, it is unnecessary for me 
now to disemss. But if these poor people I’ise to an appreciation of tliei^ 
•own miserable condition and if anybody .shoivs any sympathy with_ them 
and if it is made penal for any foreigner to sympathise with their lot, 
then,' I beg to submit, Sir, that this is not only an unnecessary but an 
inhuman legislation. The ill-clad and the ill-fed peasantry of oiii 
country—and remember India is mainly^ an agricultural coiintry is a 
standing commentary of your trusteeship which was characterised on the 
floor of this very House by my friend Diwan Ohaman Lall as a fraudulent 

trust. 

Mr K Ahmed : But in Bengal the rumour is that they have taken 
one lakh of rupees for the Swaraj Party’s fund from the Zemindars 
in order to pass the Bengal Tenancy Bill. 

Mr Amar Nath Dutt : Prom what I have already said you will 
see that if it is your intention to suppress Bolshevik or Communist pro- 
naganda in this country you must supply us with facts m ordei to 

?D?ble us to be with vou. But if you do not do that, we shall go to the 
enable yis to opinion to find out if the public iraiits 

like this' and if vre find our country wants legislation like 
”ou. B». it botl, these altera-etyes fe,) regret 
•I-for one shall-not be able to be with you m a matter like Him. 
bav^heat-d many things about the destruction of religion, oi order, of 
property, of the state of society and so forth. Now. Sir, whenever ain 
Lw thought or any doctrine comes into the world, we have _seen that 
ill this-world of ours people do not accept ea.sily a new doctrine. I do' 
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not know Avhat the doctrine oX liie Coinmnnists is fully, but I believe 
their doctrine caniiot be any thing but food and clothes for everyone 
in this world, and with this doctrine T think no one can have any 
quarrel whatsoever. If that be so, I beg to submit that to wage war 
against such doctrines, to legislate against such doctrines, will not be 
proper for any Legislature. Noav in the history of civilisation one 
will notice that the prophets have always been persecuted ; they have 
been put on the cross or had to flee for their lives from their persecutors. 
I do not know whether this Bill is to throttle a doctrine which wants 
to give food and clothes to the poore.st and to .share as much as po.ssible 
the goods of this world equally, Avhether this doctrine is to be put down 
by its opponents and persecutors in the waj' in Avhich it is being attempt¬ 
ed to be done. If that is so, I may warn the Honourable the Home 
Member that you cannot crush a truth. You may imprison it, but 
remember that it acquires an electrical elasticitj^ within the dungeon- 
walls and .shalres the whole world when it comes out, as has been the 
case with all the religious teachings in this world. Do not put a ban 
on this world wave of thought. I would be the first man to have all 
the foreigners deported from my native country. Whj^ did they come 
here at all ? 


Mr. K. Ahmed ; To hand over a purse and distribute money among 
the Swarajists. 

Mr. Amar Hath Dutt : Any way thei' are here now and for more 
than 100 and 200 years wc have lived side by side and probably we 
are destined to work side by aide for many liundrcd years yet lo come. 
(Cries from the Congress Forty Benches of “ No, no.”) Because that 
has been our lot. India has given iioine and shelter to many foreign 
and alien nations. Even the Aryans were an alien race. The- true 
inhabitants of this land were the so-called non-Aryans. So in India 
every one will find a home, a peaceful home. But to exclude a certain 
section of foreigners for the benefit of another section of foreigners is 
a thing which I do not support. Our real apprehension in this matter 
is this, if I am to be frank, wc think that they will deport men who 
have any pro-Indian feeling under the guise of this. We cannot invest 
the six Honourable Members of the Viceroy’s Executive Council with 
such wide powers. AVe have seen how the power given to any exe¬ 
cutive authority is always abused. It is not always that we will have 
sp.ar. *ype of the Honourable Mr.. Crerar 

. at the helm of affairs ; others may come in whose 

honesty we may not have the same faith and who really may not be 
the same good men as the Honourable the Home Member. So. Sir, 
before ai-ming the executive with such drastic powers over the liberty 
+1 +^^+1 ill this country, I beg to submit that we must be satisfied 
-f is necessity for legislation like this immediately. What I 
‘ couiiti'y and let us ascertain public 

vary of conrse^the v ^ iiiAgment ; and then, if our indgmenis 
oTakSn^TTn will take its course. But what is the use 

and with which yon — about which we have no knowledge 


much everj- word "nVbefore ns and ask us to believe too 
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la-w like ^is, many of us are old enough to remember that probably 
men like Sir William Wedderburn, Charles Bradlaugh or Robert Caine 
and others who used to come to the Congres.s would have been deported • 
I do not know if even Sir Henry Cotton would have been free frora 
it. So, Honourable hlembers of this House who have any sympathy’ 
with Indian aspirations vdll not also be safe, unless they themselves be 
Members of the Executive Council. 


Another very objectionable feature of the Bill occurs in section 7. 
Sir, there is no law of habeas corpus in India, except the meagre provi¬ 
sions contained in section 491 of the Criminal Procedure Code 7 but that 
section has been so framed that it is almost of no avail, and in fact such 
things as Regulation III of 1818, and the analogous Regulations of 
Madras and Bombay have been exempted from it. Of course the Code of 
Criminal Procedure is a later act although there is no such reservation in 
the Regulations ; but here the Government has been very careful to intro¬ 
duce a ]irovision that no such writ of habeas corpus can be had under 
section 491, i.e., that section will not be applicable to any one against 
whom such an order has been passed. Not only that, but the Executive 
Council has been eleimr enough to guard itself against any damage that 
.they may be liable to pay for their unjust orders ; and they have said 
and*no suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding whatsoever shall lie 
against any person ”. Sir, they are afraid of their own machineiy of 
the courts of justice, which has been at times too docile to oblige them, and, 
if I may be pardoned, the Executive Government is also too docile to 
allow them to indulge in their freaks as we have witnessed recently in a 
High Court. I do not wish to take up more time of the Hou.se on this 
subject, aud I apimal to the Honourable the Home Member to give us a 
little more time to consider the necessity of legislation of this character. 
The whole woidd is not going tp be upset by a month or two or three, and 
I think there can be no objection to the aceeiitance of my amendment 
which I have just placed before the House. 

Mr. 0- S. Ranga Iyer : Sir, the Honourable the Home Member 
made a speech on which I for one, seldom accustomed to congratulate 
the Treasurj^ Benches, should very sincerely congratulate Jiim. I 
congratulate him because. Sir, it is so difficult to speak against 
logic, it is so difficult to .speak against common sense ; it is equally 
difficult to speak against justice, and when the Honourable tlie Home 
Member comes to this House and makes such a .speech, we must certainly 
congratulate liim. His speech, Sir, lacks common sense ; his speech lacks 
logic, and his speech lacks justice. 

The Honourable the Leader of my Party had raised, before t]ii.s debate 
began, a point of order, which has yet to be decided on by the Chair,— 
alf compact with common sense. We are here. Sir, speaking in a Legisla¬ 
ture, which, we have been told time and again, is subordinate to another 
Leo'islature in another part of the world. We are. Sir, at the same time 
asked to legislate on things on which the House of Commons. “ the IMother 
of Parliaments ”. as it is called by the House of Commons people, and 
H a barren woman ”, as if is called by hfahatma Gandhi in his book, the 
‘ ‘ Hind Swaraj ’ —^that august Mother of Freedom dare not take up an 
attitude which the Honourable the Home Member has taken uj^ in this 
House to-day. Sir, those who have had the privilege, those who have had 
the opportunity, of witnessing the meetings of the House of Commons, 
will agree Avith me that, were a motion of this kind brought forward by 
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Mr. Joynson Hicks, the well known “ Jix 'had such a motion been 
brought forward in that august Mother of Parliaments, you could imagine 
the storm that would liave risen from the opposition, you could picture to 
yourself the storm in the country. Sir, it Was a well-known poet of the 
nineteenth century that spoke of England : 

‘' It is the iaiid that freemen till 
1'liat sober .snitccl fjcrclon: chose, 

A land ’where gut with friend or foe 
A man may talk the thing he will.” 

Well, that is England, and when Englishmen come to India they do 
not want their otvu countrymen here who do not belong to what I 'may 
call, the hureaneratic club. 

This is a legislation, Sir, that is directed not against my countrymen. 
It is a legislation directed against their ow;g^'-p^ltiymen who do not join 
in the uniioly business of exploitation. I+'^s7it-i>^islation directed against 
their own eountrjunen, because an Englishmahi in India hates to see another 
Englishman going against England’s Imperialism in India. It is 'a 
malicious piece of legislation. It is a racial piece of legislation, racial 
in this sense that tliere can he only one race in this countiy—^the Im¬ 
perialist race, and not the Socialist race. It is a legislation directed, 
instigated, I should say, partly by that group that sits over there, more 
powerful than the bureaucracy, the Anglo-Indian group, and when I sav 
the Anglo-Indian group, I do not include in it the group to which my 
friend Colonel Gidney belongs. I use the w'ord “ Anglo-Indian ” in itg. 
old classical sense. I use the word to mean the non-ofScial British in India. 

Sir, that group has instigated the Government publicly, openly 
instigated this Government to deport Mr. Spratt. {An Honaurahle 
Member ; “ Why not ? ”) I hear a voice from tlie European Benches i 
'• Why not ? ” That is exactly my wliole case. {An Honourable Member : 
“ Shame.”) My friend over there (pointing to the Congress Benches) 
says ‘‘ Shame ”, Thej’' are perfectly entitled to have their own count:^- 
men deported from this country, from their point of vieAV. From our 
point of view they are not entitled. I am coming to that point. 

I am very glad, Sir, that the Anglo-Indian group has endorsed my 
•statement that they have instigated the Goi’ernment to take action against 
ilr. Spratt. Sir, students of Indian history will remember that the same 
group in another century wanted to deport another gentleman. I would ask 
tho.se Anglo-Indian gentlemen who are in this Hon.se to read Lord 
Curzonts stately volumes, “ The British Government in India ”. And 
if they read the .second volume of Lord Curzon’s Avorks, they ivill find 
that Lord Curzon has referred to that Avonclerful incident, I thinli an 
incident about which Anglo-India can ncAmr be ashamed, even though 
India may he ashamed. Sir, in spirit, that is nothing more than the 
deportation Avhich they ask now of Mr. Spratt and Avhich they wanted 
Ihen of a Viceroy of India. (Mr. D.. V. Belvi : ” Lord Ripon.”) My 
friend kir. Belvi has supplied the gap. Of the fate that Lord Ripon 
was threatened with, every student of Indian history knoivs, a.nd we must 
be grateful to Lord Curzon for haMng placed the fact on record. They 
wanted to deport Lord Ripon. And why ? Because Lord Ripon came 
0 is couutiy^ with an idea of abolishing that racialism in the adininis- 
ra ion of justice. Here I would ask Honourable klemhers in this 
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House to read that fascinating book of Lucian Wolfe which thev will 
find in the Library : The Life of Lord Ripon I would also ask 

them to read Lord Curzon’s book. But i shall presently for their benefit 
quote .a passage from the one book as well as the other regarding the oeca- 
Sionj for the contemplated deportation of a great Viceroy, and the same men- 
tality prevails there to-day. If a Viceroy dares to venture conclusions ‘with 
the Anglo-foreign group he will he deported, even as Spratt will be de¬ 
ported or an alien rat will be deported. Has the Anglo-Indian com¬ 
munity at any time, I ask, stood for the reign of law ? The Honourable 
the Home hlember was talking of “ discretionary power I should say 
they stand for the reign of indiseretionary power ! They not only want 
the strength of a giant, but they want to abuse it like a giant. Who 
does not remember the Ilbert Bill agitation, the storm which was raised 
in European circles when Lord Ripon proposed—I am now quoting—' 
“ to remove from the Code at once and completely every judicial dis¬ 
qualification which is based merely on racial distinctions 'M “ The 
l^ceroy ” says Lord Curzon in the volumes to which I have just referred, 
“ was personally insulted in Calcutta.’’ The Anglo-Indians—^by which 
I mean the European Civil Service as well gs the non-Civil Service people,— 
insulted the Viceroy in Calcutta ! Lord Curzon goes on to say that “ the 
Government House was partially boycotted by the British community ”, 
not by Indians of the type of my esteemed friend Pandit Jahawar Lai 
Nehru but “ by the British community.” “ The Services ” Lord Curzon 
goes on to say “ were exasperated and estranged ”. And what next ? 
Lord Curzon goes on to say : “A plot was hatched for kidnapping the 
Viceroy, hustling him on to‘ a sRip and sending him on to the Cape.” 
That was before the famous Frenchman pierced the Isthmus of Suez. 
(An So7ioiiraile Me^nber : “ You cannot do that under this Bill.”) 
Yes, I agree with the tHonourahle the European IMember, you cannot do 
that under this Bill, but you can do something worse. You can make 
the Viceroy a tool in your hands to sanction the deportation of anybody 
you like. (An Sonourahle Member : ” Not Indians.”) Any one of^ 

their own community. I am not talking of Indians so far as this BiU^ 
is concerned. Indians are deportees in their own country, whether they 
are deported or not deported. I am referring, Sir, to an incident which 
took place in the nineteenth centuiy and which is taking place in this cen¬ 
tury in a ghastlier form. I nse the expression ” in a ghastlier form ”, be-, 
cause under this Regulation, which is no more or no less than an Bxternment 
Regulation, they want to deport their o^\rn countrymen who do not _ 
join them in singing “ Rule Britannia”, because they fell Britain rules’ 
the slaves as truly as Britain rules the Avaves. They would chant a new 
hymn of how “ Britain rules the slaves ” ! Must those, I ask, who do 
not sing that old song of “ Rule Britannia ” be deported ? Mr. Spratt, 
Sir, is as honourable a gentleman as I could find on the opposition 
benches. (Hononrable Menihe7-s ; “ More honourable.”) My friends 

over here say “ more honourable ”. I know he is a pleasant man to talk 
to, and if he is such a dangerous character, is not the law strong enough 
to proceed against Mr. Spratt ? That is the man they ivant to catch. 
They want to deiiort him without delay. That accounts for the anxiety 
of the Honourable the Home IMember. They want to deport him just as 
they deported another gentleman, an Englishman, from Bombay. It 
maj’- be asked : “ Why should they not take action against him, if they 
choose, and take also, in future, similar action against the opposition members 
in the House of Commons ” ? But, I saA”", there is the ordinary law if 
L91LA * E 
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they want to take action against Mr. Spratt or against any Englishman 
or Russian, though I do not know either from the newspapers or from 
the speech of the Hononrable the Home Member of any Eussian going 
abont in this country ; that evidence at any rate has been denied to us 
and Russians are not fools to come to this country. (An Honourable 
Member ; “ Question.’’) As Great Britain has Out off all diplomatic 

relations I do not think Russia issues passports to Russians going to 
England or other parts of the Empire even as England does not issue 
passports to Englishmen or other British subjects to go to Russia. Sir, I 
was referring to the law, and when another piece of repressive legislation 
was being enacted, a, gentleman whom the King delighted to honour made 
the following observations which are appropriate on this occasion. He 
made it in the old Imperial Legislative Council, and Avhat he said can be 
quoted word for word here ; 

” Kot only is the nicJiEurc in my humble judgment uncalled for and impolitic but it 
is.also superfluous.” 

(An Honourable Member : “ Who is he ?”) 

So-said Sir Rash Behari Ghose,—^not a Swarajist— 

“. as the Indian Statute-book gives the Governmnet ample poweis to put 

down sedition.’'’ 


The Honourable the Home Member was referring to a certain letter! 
If it was seditious, why w’as not action taken against the newspapers 
which published it ? Why was the Associated Press permitted to publish 
it and to broadcast it all over India ? If Mr, M. N. Roy’s ’ letter is 
seditious, why has action not been taken against the Statesman of Calcutta 
for publishing it ? My friend Mr. Amar Nath. Dutt was quoting the 
opinion of Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru. Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru knows 
as little about that letter as any gentleman sitting on this side of the 
House. I think the views of Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru about the 


authenticity or unauthentieity of that letter could be no ^ better or no 
worse than the views of any other gentleman on the subject. One may 
be prepared to pant, as Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru has granted, that 
that letter, judging from the clumsy circumstances of its publication, 
might be a faked document. One may be equally prepared 
to grant, as the Home Member has granted, and I agree 
with the Home Member that his views as well as Pandit Jawahar 


Lai Nehru’s views on the subject might be alike, I am prepared to 
grant, that the letter is authentic. But, then, supposing a lunatic writes 
a letter from abroad, supposing you get another lunatic to telegraph it 
to the Indian newspapers, and supposing a few other lunatics ] 5 ublish it, 
can sane men bring fomvard a legislation worthy only of lunatics ? Sir, 
Mr. M. N. Roy’s letter may be an authentic document,-he may be a re-, 
volutionary—I have not had the honour of knoAving the gentleman. 
There are revolutionaries at home and abroad. I do not for a moment 
say he is a revolutionary—I do not know him, I do not know anything 
about his l* 2 tter. There are revolutionaries abroad, there are Indian 
exi es abroad. Ai-e they not entitled to be revolutionaries? Are they 
letters, and is not the Government entitled to proscribe 
tbmio-L+ + +1 proscription strong enough ? Sir, I 

he clnps 11 ^®'^®ui‘able the Plome lilember, knowing his business as 
Lv “ine and said : Here is the letter of Mr. M. N. 

o IS new legislation. It maj”^ be an old letter, it may be 
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a new letter, but be would not bave come to tbis jHouse for more powers. 
He would have taken action against the Siaiesman of Calcutta for pub¬ 
lishing it just as be has taken action against the Forward of Calcutta in 
another matter. I would, Sir, bave asked him to take action against 
the Associated Press for broadcasting this seditious document, if the 
Associated Press is, as claimed by my Honourable friend, Mr. Eoy, an 
Indian and not a pro-Government agency. I believe it is not a Govern¬ 
ment agency, and I presume that this is not a Government document. 
But then why has action not been taken for preaching sedition openly ? 
Why should the Honourable Member come to this House and say, “ Give 
us the power to deport Tom, Dick and Harry, honourable Anglo-Indians, 
Indo-Britishers ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What about the Muslim Ouilooh and its editor ? 

Mr. O. S. Ranga Iyer : The Honourable gentleman over there 
knows more about that paper of whose existence I am not aware. 
(Laughter.) To continue the quotation from Sir Rash Behari Ghose, be 
said, “ You will find the iron hand concealed in the velvet glove in section 
108 and also in section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code which en¬ 
abled the Magistrate of Calcutta only the other day to take ■action, in 
certain matters. Unlawful things could he dealt with under sections 127 
to 132 of the Criminal Procedure Code, while open sedition may be 
punished under sections 124A, 153A and 505 of the Indian Penal Code.” 
The Indian Penal Code is meant not only for Indians but also for offend¬ 
ing Englishmen. Therefore, why should the Anglo-Indian group ask for 
an Externment Regulation even as there is an internment Regulation ? 
Tbis is no more, and no less than Regulation III of 1818 for foreigners. 
They could as well have promulgated a new Ordinance and a new Re¬ 
gulation. That would have been more simple instead of coming to the 
Legislature and asking for new power. Sir, it is a craze of modern 
autocracies to ask for more power. More power was asked for even by 
a King of England, I believe it was George III. It was during King 
George Ill’s administration, however, that the House of Commons moved 
a Resolution that “ the power of the Crown has increased, is increasing, 
and ought to be diminished.” If you delete the word “ Crown ” and use 
the -word “ Executive in India ”, I think that Resolution might as weU 
be carried in this House. I could read to you. Sir, the opinion of 
prominent legal authorities on a lawless measure of this land. This 
measure is only worthy of a bureaucracy which seeks legislative sanctiou 
to increase its powers and which has already unlimited powers. 

“ It is a commonplace,” 

said Lord Hewart to the American Bar Association,— 

“ tliat the rule of law involves at least two things j one is the absence of arbitrary po-v\cr.‘f 
on the part of Government, and the other is equality before the law, 

“ But is it quite certain tliat this system of ours—the rule of law, equality before 
the la->v and the exclusion of arbitrary power—is quite free from rishs of invasion and 
diminution ? Has there not been during recent years, and is there not now a marked 
and increasing development in bureaucratic pretensions, the essence and aim of -which 
is to withdraw more and more rnatlcr-s and topics from the jurisdiction of the court 
and to set them apart for purely official determination ? ’ ’ 

Lord Hewaid delivered that speech to the American Bar Association. 
America is a country where liberty has run riot, and the Government in 
America dare not clothe themselves with extraordinaiy powers against 
American citizens which the Government here asks us to give them 

LQlLA 
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against British folloAV-snbjects. When a danger of that kind is dreaded 
in self-"overning countries like America, how much more fearsome mu,st 
this arbitrary power be to an executive which is not responsible to the 
people ? 

Sir it is unnecessary for the Ilonourable the Home iMember to come 
and talk to us of the constitution of society, of India's culture, and .so 
on and so forth, being put in jeopardy. I wish the Ilonourable the 
Home Member liad read the observations of my friend, Pandit Jawahar 
Lai Nehru, in the Unity Conference at Lucknow. If he had read that 
speech of Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru, he would find in that speech a suit¬ 
able reply to the speech he was pleased to deliver here. Pandit Jawahar 
Lai Nehru observed in eifeet : “ Can a few alien gentlemen, call them 
Bolshevists, set India on fire ?” That one sentence contains the reply 
to all the arguments, to all the pretensions, to all the claims that the 
Honourable the Home Member lays before us._ Indians are competent 
to protect India’s culture which could not be Icilled by alien invasion in, 
the course of centuries, which cannot be protected by legislation of this 
Irind. India’s culture does not want alien protection by legislation of this 
kind. I would not have much respect for India’s culture if it could be 
put in danger by half a dozen seditionists or revolutionists or republicans 
or Bolshevists or Communists from foreign lands, India’s culture had 
better be left alone by the Honourable the Home Member. 

Then he talks of India’s society. India’s society is not put in a steel 
frame, though Mr. Lloyd George, when I had the honour of lunching with 
him was not.... {An llonourahle Member : “ What about champagne . ; 
(Loud laughter.) The Honourable ^Member who interrupted obviously 
thinks of lunch and of champagne and of Welshmen'who are not generally 
teetotallers. 


Mr. K. Ahmed ; What about yourself '? 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : I thought the Honourable gentleman knew 
something about myself. Has the Honourable gentleman concluded Ms very 
interesting enquiries ? (Laughter). Mr. Llovd George, who used that 
historical phrase, ” steel frame ”, said, “ I got into a lot of trouble over 
that phrase and you kno'w, Sir, Imv phrases are used in the House of 
Commons.—I thought that the constitution of Indian society did not stand 
m need even of the steel frame of Mr. Lloyd George’s bureaucracy in India. 
Indian society has stood the onslaught of time, the onslaiight of alien in¬ 
vasion. It has withstood even the Europeanisation of Indian customs, and 
it does not stand in need of protection by legislation of this kind. 

Then the Honourable the Home Member talked of the last world war. 
thinlv there is going to be another world war, it is rather pathetic 
of the Honourable the Home Member to talk of the last world war._ To-daj^ 
? nightmare, and Indians have their own opinions of 
di SL Z '^ar and whaf they got in return. Indians 

calamitv k stood by England, saying “ England s 

the calamity to-day is obviously 

forward Ipcriqint^r * otherwise he would not have brought 

dSoViii " ?? (LaBsMer). Sir, at a time when at 

raiiiioa liota’e-rule’’.!’ewom by -a resohition arhich stand.t for Do- 
Horae Member British connexion, surely the Honourable the 

uo have acted as if the whole country were disloyal 
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and indicted a ivhole race by bringing forward legislation of this kind 
fearing that a few wandering Englishmen or continentals can set it on 
tire. I consider, Sir, that this legislation is an unhappy reply to the plea 
for Dominion status', for Dominion Home Rule. It is not an encouraging 
response to an attitude of loyalty to the British Throne which all the 
parties in the country have truly show-n. Surely, if India is loyal as Luck- 
noiY gave proof that India is loyal, it is not for the Honourable the Home 
Mmnber to say tliat a letter from Mi-. M. N. Roy could disturb the equani¬ 
mity of India or shake the loyalty of its people ; it is not for the Home 
Member to saj!" that the one or two other documents that he mentioned 
could set the whole country ablaze. Sir, this Bill is an aspersion on the 
whole race ; it is a piece of legislation wdiich I say the Home Member in 
his calmer moments will not be prepared to support: 'Then, Sir, he talk¬ 
ed of “ Communism in action ”. Was that the phrase the Hpnourable the 
Home Member used ? ' ' 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar “ Communism 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Not communalism ? .(Laughter.) The Home 
klember could have more appropriately thought of communalism in action : 
if Communism wmre in such a diabolical action as communalism, I might 
have sympathised with the Home Member. Tlio Home Member has made 
some study of the Indian constitution and of Indian culture : and India 
has, as he ought to know, no genius for Communism. That is a foreign 
grow^th. You cannot transplant it either from the Soviet Opposition .in 
England’s Parliament or Soviet Russia to this venerable countrjL There¬ 
fore, the Honourable the Home Member, if he kneiv Indian culture as some 
of us do, would not have liked to bring in a thing which Indian culture 
and Indian society do not want, do not support and do not ask for. There¬ 
fore, frankly speaking, the Home Member was not really concerned about 
India’s culture or India’s society ; he w-as observed with Communism which 
is on the brain of the Government. Then he talked of a conspiracy case 
of 1924,—and we are now in 1928. But, Sir, he ought to teU us who are 
the “ conspirators ”, to use an expression wdiich I may not ordinarilj’- like 
to use but I use that phrase under quotation. Who are the so-called con¬ 
spirators to-day ? As foi‘ the 1924 incident, were they not hanged or were 
they not imprisoned ? Were they proceeded against or were they not 
proceeded against ? Having punished those people declared guilty in 
1924, no man with a sense of the law, leave alone logic, with a sense of 
justice, leave alone administrative virtue, Avould have come to this House 
and said, “ Oh, the conspiracy case of 1924 ”. If the conspiratoi’s had 
escaped, if they had not been punished, if no action had been taken, I 
might have pardoned the Home Member for making that statement. 

And then he talked of “ peasant reAmlt Sir, I had the honour of 
taking part in a peasant revolt. I may yet have the honour of taking 
part in numerous peasant revolts, for I do beliei^e that there is a crying 
necessity for helping to bring about a higher standai'd of life for India’s 
impoverished, doubly-oppressed peasants. Does the Honourable the Home 
Member knoiv that there ivas really a peasant revolt in the United Pro¬ 
vinces ? He referred to Chauri Chaura. Well, I shall come to it x>re- 
isently if time permits, but I am talking now of the peasant revolt. There 
was a peasant reimlt in Rai Bareilly ivhen I happened to be in charge of 
a newspaper in Allahabad called The Independent. A few peasants were 
shot. I do not Avant to go into the details of,that ease.. ,I stood hor the 
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peasants, wrote against the violence that was inflicted on the peasants 
and I of course had to pay the penalty. Peasant revolt can be put down ; 
it has been punished. “ You have the Seditious Meetings Act, have you 
not 1 ” I put that question to the Honourable the Home Member. Is not 
the Seditious Meetings Act intended to put down the peasant revolt ? I 
put that question again to the Honourable the Home Member. As com¬ 
pared to his predecessors in office he is a younger man, a newer man to this 
House, and I would ask him to go through the entire literature bearing on 
that subject. Was not the Seditious Meetings Act meant to put down the 
peasant revolt ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No, Sir. 


Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Then the Honourable the Home Member does 
not know the subject ! I am afraid the Honourable the Home Member 
is rather raw to that subject, if I may say so without offence. If only he 
could remember what his own Government did ! Perhaps he lacks 
information. The Honourable the Home Member ought to be aware that 
four of the principal peasant districts of the United Provinces were 
suppressed. He may not like that word “ suppressed ”, but they were 
dealt with under the Seditious Meetings Act, and the Governor in Council 
acting with his Ministers supported the application of that measure. 
The Government of India supported it. The most effective manner in 
which the peasant revolt was dealt with in the United Provinces, in 
spite of the opposition of the Indian papers, was under the Seditious 
Meetings Act. 


. then he talks of the landlord and the capitalist. I ask, is the 
British Government meant onl.v for the landlord and the capitalist ? 
Have not the Indian peasants the right to carry on an agitation in this 
country 1 Have we not the right, I ask, to bring friends from abroad 
so that the Indian peasants may Icnow that all Englishmen are not tarred 
with the same brush ? I consider, Sir, that a Spratt, that an English 
socialist, IS incidentally making India more fond of Britain by telling 
^dians in India that all Englishmen are not- tarred with the same 
mperialist brush. This is, Sir, a Tory legislation meant to put down the 
ittle help that we might get, if not to-day, then in the future, from the 
British socialists. As a staunch adherent of the Socialist Party in Great 
ritain I do think that this is aimed at my British comrades. I say it is 
a malimous piece of legislation which could not stand a moment’s oration 
rom the Tory Benches in the House of Commons. It is not a question, 
ir, on which the Tories dare go to the country and take the verdict of 
e country. Let the Tories go to the great English public during the 
general election on this particular issue, and they will have meted out to 
® fate that was meted out ho Labour on a former occasion, 
than good for Englishmen here who are more Imperialistic 

of countrymen at home to take up this attitude 

Home MpttiK countrymen. If the Honourable the 
Russians common sense to confine this legislation to 

Russia, T woul?sal^tbe Government has cut off all relations with 
with the Qualltv * Honourable the Home Member is rieliy endowed 
our British fellow-cinKi^ esmanship. But he wants to take action against 
no trial here nothin^ which is no law, because ■ there is 

' ^ ukase will be issued by the Viceroy 



rH3 PUBLIC SAFEXr .(REUHOVAL from INDIA) BILL. 


466 


of India, as it used to be issued by certain types of monarchs in the nineteenth 
century in Europe. A ukase is issued and the “ undesirable ” gentleman 
is deported, even as the Anglo-Indian community wanted to deport a 
Yicero 3 % That is a kind of legislation -Hdiich no Legislature can support. 
Ani’^ Legislature which respects other people’s rights and liberties will 
throw such legislation into “ the ■waste-paper basket ’—to quote, Sir, your 
own historic phrase uttered on another historic occasion. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Y du will be tried by a first class magistrate ; there 
is the Evidence Act and the Criminal Procedure Code to be followed. 


Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Will the Honourable gentleman stand up 
and put his question ? (Laughter.) 

Sir, then the Honourable the Home Member shed some tears, as the 
old crocodiles according to the fable, over “ the privations and the suf¬ 
ferings of labour.” Surely the Honourable the Home Member is not 
assisting labour bj^ pa.ssing a legislation of this kind, but proclaiming to 
the world that Indian labour is in the hands of a few European Com¬ 
munists, which is far from true. That is his advertisement of Indian 
labour to the wide world, that it is like potter’s clay in the hands of a few 
European Communists. Sir, I do think that the people who will have the 
heartiest laugh OAmr the speech of the Honourable the Home Member are 
the Communists in Russia—if only my friend the Publicity Officer .will 
spend a little Government money and send a cable to the newspapers of 
Moscow about this. There will be nothing to encourage them better than 
the spe*ech of the Home Member ! Who could have imagined that a 
pamphlet could have made all the mighty bureaucrats of India panicky 1 
Who could have imagined that a leaflet could have iflade them shake 
in their shoes ? Surely, if the communists of Russia ha’d been told that the 
Government of India was panicky—all foreign Governments are panicky 
—if they had been told that the Government of India were quaking, they 
might not have believed it, but to-day the Honourable the Home Member 
has furnished a proof. He has really issued an invitation for wai 
to the Communists of Russia. He has really advertised that India is 
under the influence of Communism. He thinks India is 
munism. His whole speech was soaked with Communism. We f^onght 
we were going to get some proof of the existence of Communism, but we 
Tere told abfut stale pamphlets which were reproduced partly m news¬ 
papers and for which the newspapers have not been punished, ohviwsly 
because the pamphleteer and the pamphlet have not been seditious. Then 
hrdwSt on the course of events in the industrial world I would ask him 
to read if he has not refreshed his mind, the reply , 

this House by Mr. Parsons about the course of events in the industrial 
world. Was it Communistic or. was it economic ? Sir, the course of 
events in the industrial world can take care of itselt. 

Then he talked of protective legislation. I should tjink. Sir, ■ that 
fPi- not a protective but a destructive legislation—and a destructive 
thib P ... aimed not at me, not ,at my,friend Pandit Jawahar 

is Nehi° no? at my ote friends, in the Congress no, at Mr Snbash 
Chandra Bose, no, at my friend Mr. Satyendra ghandra Mitra not 
lonf^ aso a Ref-ulation prisoner,—who, we were told, by the way, was a tern 
hle^anarchist “though he does not look an anarchist. We all know. Sir, how 
Regulation III was abused and it was,a Home Member of £ 

of Bengal who said 14 or 20. years after, speaking about Mr. Dutt of 
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Eastern Bengal and Assam, that he, never believed he could have been 
involved in a revolutionary conspiracy and he was really sorry that the 
Regulation was used against him. IVe can have similar confessions-about 
these deportations 20 years after from these very energetic persons. But 
what we are really concerned with is not their confessions, but the dealing 
of justice ; and in this matter. Sir. we are entitled, the House is entitled, 
to hear the opinion of two Europeans, independent Englishmen in India, 
who can be deported, just as Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra was deported. 
I should give the two sample opinions of the Editor of the Pioneer, Mr. 
Wilson, and of the Editor of the Herald, Mr. Horniman. Both of them, as 
this House is aware, are the befe noire of the powers that be. It "was -only 
the other day, replying to a que.sfion of mine, that the Army Secretary en¬ 
lightened the House with very interesting information that at leas't so, far 
as the Government were concerned the Pioneer bad ceased to be a newsjjaper 
of any reputation ”! We all knew the reputation that the Pioneer used 
to have_ until lately. One need not be surprised, Sir, now under this Bill 
the Editor of the Pioneer could be deported without trial as a Bolshevik 
agent ! Let us hear what the Pioneer has to say on this subject ; , - 

fpnln “rf-'inions Eegulation III. The seventh 

csepulfw Tt vimossocl the attempt to make tlio judiciary dependent upon the 

Crown. Tlie liberty of inglish- 
whet! erM!^sf!fr against .all encroachments of the e-vecmtlve, 

provasimiriA tin's nm esaggemtiou to say that these -particular 

fieweTivin ^ L ^ I retrograde step towards a doctrine which has. Jong been 
weweci nifh righteous hatred in Great Britain.” . . 

what an Englishman sa.vs’and not a bureaucrat. The 
tlif. revise the principle of liberty of persohs'has been met with 

concluded denunciation. The Pioneer very wisely and truly and justly 

day for^lndia^^^*^*^^ of,British subjects is to be in the hands of officials, it will be a bad 

Now°^pt dndia it means the few independent Englishmen in India. 
Aow,^let ns hear what Mr. B. G. Horniman has to say on the matter : 

Indian Britir/i'^ bmeaucraoy wants to got rid of iion-Bussian, non- 

domiiiatioii .and LXitatiou%^f‘° au' an inconvenience to the capitalist policy of 
fulminating tim aeSvitts J Mr^r.^U ” " Chamber of Commerce was 

endorsed^^^^ Honourable friends over there have since approved and 

rwnoraf from* Bombay .and Madras demanded with one voice his 

e.an under anv law ^ demand was preposterous because no British subject 

crnuient Lw thorn-n,-; removed from this country without trial. Tiie Gov- 

persons. Vt «iil ’rnow seek to have unbridled powers to deal with such 
International of ^wt against the agents of the Communist 

the Bviiis)/ subippK wi. !•’ the Bill is directed, but it is against 

come here to oraanior v '''• of joining the xankn of their e.Yploiting countrymen, 

i!,anisc resistance to exploitation.” 

have an I’dM^^a Congress view. We Congressmen 

Honourable the Home hr Perhaps older than the quotations which the 
lions. I think the before us from certain eommiinica- 

■ not aware of Indian Home Meiiiber is aware, and if he is 

to acquaint himself verv-<!nfm' oK “ot seem to be much aware, he ought 
... %-real Indian politics. He must he 
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aware that Indian politicians wanted to organise, as . the late lamented 
Dosbandhn Das described in the speech at the Gaya Congress, a pan-Asiatic 
federation, a federation of Asiatic culture. With a Eegulation like this 
of externment on the Statute-book, how can we think of a pan-Asiatic 
federation, a federation of Asiatic culture ? It is all well and good for the 
Honourable the Some Member to come to this House and talk of Indian 
culture. Indian culture has always been in toneh vrith Asiatic ewltnve. 
I'liere is give and take. Cultural currents have been flowing into this 
country, and when we ‘propose to organise, when we aspire to have a pan- 
Asiatic federation of oriental culture, the Honourable the Home Member 
comes up with this legislation. Once this Bill is pa.5sed, which foreign 
delegate will care to come to this country ? Therefore, Sir, I submit that 
it is a sinister attempt, the immediate object being the deportation of 
“ undesirable ” Englishmen, undesirable from their point of view and not 
from our point of view, but the ultimate object of the Government in bring¬ 
ing forward this Bill is to cut off India, to isolate India from other 
countries. The Himalayas are obviously'not big enough for the bureaucracy 
for that purpose. For the purpo.se of isolating India, they want a mightier 
Himalaya, they want a bureaucratic legi.slation to supplement the intern¬ 
ment Eegulation. This legislation should not be approved by this House. 


Before concluding, I submit that the economic aspect to which tlie 
Honourable the Home Member referred is not based on Bolshevism or the 
aetimties of Communist or semi-Communist agents or their sppected 
victims but it is based on hunger. “ Hunger ”, said a great Irishman of 
the eighteenth century, I refer to Edmund Burke, ” is the prolific cause 
of veWutlons”. The strikes have taken a revolutionary turn as yhe 
Home Member perhaps fears they have or they are likely to. I do not think 
so. It is based on the hunger of the Indian people. Readers of 
“ Mother India ” are aware what a poor country India is. 
irontoSl woman has not denied the poverty of the peasants, the poverty 
ofX worlSg men, of India. The Government are unwilling to increase 
■ ihe standard of life of the peasants, they are unwilling to improve the lot 
of the industrial and agricultural labourers. Is there any other 
the world with this terrible difference between and the 

at-larue with a little money, a little income, as in India . in . ,, ^ 

' in Ihe^world is labour so poor, is life so wretched is existence so ^ 

• T j- 1 +Ln+ ciiT fn he tackled and nothing else, it tne root 

tX «»ovecI. Thi. Legislature cannot 
t ^Hde it ^I know a few Englishmen came to tliis country to investigate the 
Sftmn of thino-s and publi-shed it in their own country much to the dis- 
• Xanta”e of the'’bureaucraey in India. I.know they come constantly and 
p'o backhand tell their countrymen that India is no longer a land of ^ 

ti'ppc! It is a land of regrets not only for Englisliraen but for Indians e > 

^ n 'ci- rnvprnment do not want this kind of home truths to be pub- 

S" hS to-day. This legislation is aimed 

lisbed in ^ Wnffland. I believe, as the Honourable the Home ilember 
? the^intcresls of India and Britain are identical ”• I kno'w 

SSVrtSn is ioin” the Socialist way. It is bound to go beca^use English¬ 
men more^reld and butter ; and India is bound to go the same way 

Wnnsp our interests are identical. To-day you do not have a Soeiahst 
' House as you have in the British House of Commons. His 

MaieEv’s Opposition in the House of Commons is Socialist, "^is legis- 
Etion is'aimed at Socialism in this country (£fw Demjs Bo \ )— 
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not as .preached and practised by Indians. I heard the Honourable the 
Foreign Secretary say “ No I am afraid I must answer that question. 
Th’e Foreign Secretary said, when I stated that this legislation is aimed at 
Socialism, “ No ”. I was saying it is legislation aimed at Socialism not as 
carried on by Indians but Socialism as it might be assisted occasionally by 
our friends in England who visit India. A.nd then. Sir, look at the fai- 
reaching character of the legislation : 

“ Anyone 'svho is a member of or is associated ■with any society or organisation 
■which ad’voeates or encourages any such doctrine or activity as is described in clause 
(h) seeking to foment or utilise industrial or agrarian disi)utes or otlier disputes of a 
like nature "with the direct object of subverting the authority of law or organised govern¬ 
ment in British India or with any object the attainment of which is intended to con¬ 
duce to that result. ’ ’ 

How wide, how elastic this is—“ any object the attainment of which is 
intended to conduce to that result ” and “ a member of any orgaiusation . 
For instance, many members of the House of Commons and British public 
life are members of what the Honourable the Home Member wms, I thought, 
not bold enougli to tell this House, namely, the anti-imperialist League. 
I do not happen to he a member of that organisation though I bad the 
invitation from that organisation to attend numerous^ 'meetings of its 
members held in England. As I did not agree with certain of its principles 
I did not join that organisation, but I have some admiration for certain 
members of that organisation whom I happen to know, and I should think 
that India would be none the worse nor England for sending these people 
to this country. Some of them are not so bad as-the Honourable the Home 
Member might imagine. Some of them do want to abolish the Empire, but 
they want to bring into existence a Commonwealth of Free Nations and -1 do 
think that they are as great friends of England as Sir Campbell-Bannerman 
was. He saved South Africa for England and, even so, their intention is 
to save the Empire for the future by recreating it into a Commonwealth 
of Free Nations. Under the ncAv law, some of my friends in England, if I 
happen to invite them to this country, can be deported the moment they 
laud in Bombay. 


I think some Honourable Members in this House might be inclined 
to say : “ That is just the right thing, because when they go back 
they will speak in the House of Commons and before the British public 
how wretchedly India is governed That, I believe, Sir, is a^case of 
extremes meeting. (Mr, C. Duraisvmmy Aiyangar : “ Hear, hear.’ ) My 
Honourable friend from Chittoor says, “ hear, hear ”. I know he shares 
that opinion and I know others in this House do share that opinion. 
“ Why put obstacles in the way of the Government ? Let dog eat dog. ’’ 
That is their attitude and that is one way of looking at this new move ; 
but it is not the way for a legislature to look at it ; it is not the way for 
lovers of justice to look at it, because justice is neither racial nor is it 
governed by latitudinal or longitudinal limitations. 


strong objection, Sir, and fhat is almost the last observation 
i< ^11 ^ make.on this subject is this : the Bill says : 

incidental to the reniov.al from British India of any 
and of hi>» n-liom a removal order has been made and of his dependants, if any, 

borne by the Goveruo^STaUn CoSil^” 

that tax-payer. Sir, it was oh a former occasion 

esisted but resisted in vain—as the bureaucracy nullified 
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our verdict—that we protested against giving a free passage to every new 
born babe in a European home in India under the Lee dispensation ; and 
now we are asked to give free passage also to English undesirables. That 
is a thing that the Indian tax-payer can not very much relish. Why should 
the tax-payer pay for their passage ? There is terrible unemployment 
in England and some of those unemployed might come to this country on 
the cheap and just for the satisfaction of getting a free passage deliver 
one or two Communist speeches. (Laughter.) Not only are they to be 
given a free passage, hut their children and their dependants ! India is 
“ our large Dependencj’- ” in European verbiage, but surely she need not 
provide for the dependants of English undesirables also. We have very 
much provided for the desirables and for the children of the desirables. 
It is cruelty to the Indian tax-payer to call on him to provide for the 
undesirables. 

LastW, Sir, I shall say this ; let the Home Member wait for another 
year if he is a sportsman. I have said some very hard things against 
him and I have almost questioned the fact that he is a statesman, but I 
ask him at least to be a sportsman. If he were a sportsman I woiild ask 
him to wait for another year and to await the general election ; and then 
after the general election, well, if the Tories are returned, which I doubt, 
he might perhaps be supported by His Majesty’s Government ; but he 
ought to give a sporting chance to the great country from- which he 
comes ; and if the Socialists are returned to power and if then he intends 
to promote a legislation of this kind, they will not like their own 
colleagues in England to be deported from India, he will either cease to be a 
Home Member or the measure will cease to exist. In any case I will ask 
him to be a sportsman and not try conclusions with the destinies of his 
own countrymen in India because India’s interests, in his own words, 
are identical with England’s interests. England wants Socialism and 
liberty to preach it, and India wants Socialistic friends from England to 
come out here and teach her how to preach it. 

Sir Hari Singh Gout : Sir, I beg to move the following amendment : 

“ That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Lala Lajpat Sai 

y » 

Lala Lajpat Rai (JuUundur Division ; Non-Muhammadan) : Please 
omit my name. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : You agreed. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : I'have since changed by mind. 

‘ Sir Hari Singh Goiu: : May I suggest Mr. Jayakar ? 

(Mr. Jayakar nodded dissent.) 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : On a point of order, Sir. I want to know what has 
become of Mr. Amar Nath Dutt’s amendment for circulation of the Bill 
in order to elicit public opinion ? 

Mr. President : Mr. Amar Nath Dutt’s amendment is there. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : Are we now considering the whole Bill on its 
merits ? 

Mx. President : I have called upon Sir Hari Singh Gour to move his 
amendment to refer this Bill to a Select Committee and I then propose 
to throw open the discussion on the whole Bill. The consideration stage, 
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Select Committee stage, and the motion of Mr. Amar Nath Butt*—the 
whole Bill will be discussed on these three motions and it will be open 
to Honourable Members to deal with the whole question. 

The Honourable Member, I hope, has ascertained from the Members 
whose names he is reading out that they are 
willing to serve on the Select Committee. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : I did so. including Lala Lajpat Kai, though he 
has since changed his mind. 

Mr. President ; Then the Honourable Member must drop his name. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Yes, Sir. I have consulted all the Members 
before hand. 


Now, ray motion is : 

" That the Bill be refeired to a Select Committee consisting of (omitting Lala 
Lajpat l?ai) ilr. Fazal Ibiahim Ealiimtnlla, Sir Victor .Sassoon. Nawab Sir Zulflqar 
•Ali Khan, Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, the Honouiablc the Home Member and the Mover, 
^^ith insti actions to leport A\ithin three dajs, and that the number of members wlioso 
piesenee shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the conunittee shall be four.” . 

Sir. to this I would formally move an amendment that in place of 
Lala Lajpat Eai the name of Mr. K. 0 . E03' be substituted. 

Mr. K. 0 . Roy (Bengal ; Nominated Non-Official) ; I am not pre¬ 
pared to serve. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member should not go on suggesting 
names. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour : I had previously consulted Mr. Roy before 
mentioning his name. 

Mr. K. C. Roy : That is absolutely incorrect. ' ' 

Sir Hari Singh Goitr : I told the Honourable Member. 

Mr. President : Order, order. 


Sir Han Singh Gour : I feel, Sir, in moving this amendment I have 
to accept the principle of the Bill, but at the same time would suggest cer¬ 
tain safeguards wdthout which I consider the Bill unacceptable. Now, 
Sir, so far as the acceptance of the principle of the Bill is concerned, I wish 
to .state to the House quite frankly why I am constrained to accept it. 
I am not at all enamoured either of the Bill or of its phraseology, or indeed 
of its conception. I should have thought that the Government after the 
reforms, if they wished to bring any repressive legislation to be placed on 
me Statute-book, would overhaul all their repressive laAvs and come to this 
House and say that this is a collective Code of represswe laAvs which we 
want you, as representatiAjes of the people, to agree to. We have Eegula- 
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, and we have the 
tint' 1VP cbnii Code of Criminal Procedure. Added to 

alreadv abunclTut^^ which Avould be added to the 

, «hM“l w ecve«t. Ho.ov.raWe Members are 

book of all these renre^^ivA ^ver since 1922 to 'purge the' Statute- 

cedure a salutary cheek 11110^^^^ Code of Criminal Pro- 

'.Jul. When I have said^bio y^g^'ides, but I have been unsuccess- 

fjiis Bill was that I should str)^\’ that my first inclination when I 
' vehemently and consistently oppose 
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it, but I '\vill explain to the House why I am constrained to give-a quali¬ 
fied support to this Bill. The Honourable the Home Member has men-' 
(ioned to this House hlr. ]\I. N. Roy’s letter. I wish to point out, Sir, to* 
the House that, whether Mr. Eo 3 ’‘’s letter is genuine or a forgery, the Tact 
remains that a letter of that kind was received in this country, and I yish 
to point out to this House that in the Bolshevik' Manual the" despatch not 
only of this kind of letter but of stronger letters is advocated, and if I can 
show to this House that the Bolshevik conspiracy for the purpose of over¬ 
throwing religion, family life, destruction of social order and the 
paralysation of all industries of the country is the ^ very fulcrum .upon 
which the Communist propaganda is based, then I shall have given to this 
House the reason whj'- I reluctantly feel compelled to accord my support to 
the broad itrineii^le of this motion. Now, Sir, I want to point out to this 
House that the BolsheAuk propaganda against religion, family life, social 
order, and the industries of the country is laid down in unmistakable 
terms. Here is a book called “ The Assault of Heaven ” by A. Valentino, 
which I have obtained from the Assembly Librarj^'. Now this is what is 
said in this book : It is a book which gives quotations from the original 
instructions issued by the Bolshevik organisation. On pages 238 and 239 
we find the following instructions : 


“ The methods, the form and the tactics of the anti-religious campaign are deter- 
onined bv the general situation. The latter is changing in such a direction that soon 
even the' blind will see that he must resolutely light the priest, whether he be called 
pastor, rabbi, mullah or pope. At some further stage that strug^gle will inevitably 
"bocjonie n struggle against God ■whether he be called Jehovah, Jesus, Buddha or Allah. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask the Honourable Member to what reli¬ 
gion he belongs ? 

Lala Lajpat Kai : The organisation of India.- 


Sir Hari Singh Gout : Perhaps the Honourable Member has a 
religion to protect. 

“ Perhaps in Europe the time ha.s not yet arrived for such f^-ms of anti-rcligions 
propaganda as .are pos^sible with us but it is not far away. We must prepare for 
It. ” 

Then on page 142 we have the following instructions given : 

“ The comrades .are reading while in the corners there hang ikons, 
say = •T’^LrrSeist but my -otlmr, my unc^ my^v;^- 


Some even 
"Wliat can I 

r*' ■■fr+r.Am’ The answer is: Pay no "attention to them. The room is yours and 
you'ean throw'all the idols away and not listen to all the aunts and old hags. 


Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Sensible thing, I think. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: At page 146 we have the following instruc- 


Drunkenness and religion are the two damned problems of the majority of small 
industrial places.” , -i • ^ 

Sir I have said enough to show that, so far as the Bolshetuk organisation 
S eonemmed, it is anti-religious ; anti-rehgious in the sense. 

IVtr. M. R. Jayahar (Bombay - City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) ; 
The Bill does not provide for attacks against religion. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour ; I am tallcing about the Bolshevik propaganda. 
" Lala Lajpat Rai : The word" “ Bolshevik ” is not used at all in any 


way. 
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Sir-Haii Singh GrOtir ; You should have pointed that out in the 
Select Committee. Why don’t you join the Select Committee and move the 
amendment ? 


Lala Lajpat Rai : I am against the Bill root and branch. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Then you cannot say the Bill should he better 
than it is. 

Lala Lajpat Bai ; I'am not sa 3 ’-ing that. I say the motion is not 
contained in the Bill. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Move an amendment. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Wl^j”- should I ? You move an amendment. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Then, Sir, we have another testimony furnish¬ 
ed by another book called the “ Socialist Movement ”, and ! will read to 
you two short passages which will speak for themselves. At page 70.... - .r 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Bexar Representative) : Who is the author ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Don’t take any notice of them ; go on please. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : At page 70 Ave read—this is a quotation from 
the Bolshevik ilanual,—^Instructions gh^en for the dissemination of Bol--- 
shevik ideas throughout the Avorld : 

“ In almost all European and American countries the class conflict has entered on 
the phase of civil var. In these circumstances Communists can place no reliance on 
civil legalitj’. They are in duty bound to create everywhere a parallel illegal apparatus, 
■which Tx-ill assist the party at the decisive movement to fulfil their duty towards the 
revolution.” ' j 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What Avill happen then to mj’^ friend Mr. Birla ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : 

“ In all countries where it is impossible on account of a state of siege and exclu¬ 
sion regulations, for Communists to carry on the whole of their work legally it is abso¬ 
lutely necessary to combine legal with illegal activities. The duty of disseminating 
Communist ideas includes the special obligation of an intensive systematic propaganda, 
in the Army. Where this agitation is repressed by prohibitive regulations it is to be 
illicitly carried on. To abandon this task ■\vould he equivalent to a betrayal of revolu¬ 
tionary duty, and incompatible ■aith membership of the Third International.” 

At page 60 we read other instructions : 

‘ ‘ The methods of force. The revolutionary era compels the proletariat to make use 
of the means of battle which -will concentrate its entire energies, namely, mass action 
with its logical resultant, direct conflict ivith the governmental machinery in open 
combat. All other methods such as revolutionarj- use of bourgeois Parliamentarism 'wiU 
be of only sceondarj- significance.” 

Mr. M. S. Aney : May I know who is the author ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : It is a book called ” Socialist Movement ” by 
Arthur Shadwell. 


An Honourable Member : Wheu was it published ? 

Sir Hari Singh Goaxt ; In 1925. I will pass it on to my friend whu 
can examine it. 


At page 80, Sir, vre find the folloAving passage : 

sotinl V agitation for the ideas of the cl.-iss war, 1 

of the cauitali-t’ orflpr the proletariat and mass action for the overtlir 

or tile capitalut order oi society and the bourgeois State. 

a pc.ieeM UanriSon ‘ bowgeoisie and to the hope 

movement.” pitaiism to Socialism, which poisons the trade uui 
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Then, Sir, it has been pointed ont that you must attack trade unionism 
as Avell, because, unless you attack trade unionism you will never he 
able to bring about the overthrow of the bourgeois Government. 

I am now reading from page 72 : 

“But every party wHch_-nishes to belong to the Communist International inust 
develop a systematic and persistent Communist activity within the trade unions, works 
committees, co-operative societies, and other mass organisations of workmen. Within 
these organisations it is necessary to organise cells, which, by continuous and persistent 
work, must win the unions, etc., to the cause of Communism. The cells are bound to 
expose everj-where in their daily work the treason of the social patriots and the vacilla¬ 
tion of the Centre. Tiie Communist cells must be completely subordinated to the ijartj' 
as a whole. ’ ’ 

Sir, I hope I have explained sufficiently how, after reading this 
mantial which laj^s down the fundamental creed of the Communist Party, 
can I po.ssibly oppose a measure which is intended to defeat the dissemina¬ 
tion of Conimnnist ideas in this country ? Honourable Members may say, 
“ Communism is a vile thing, but what evidence have you got that Com¬ 
munism is being preached in this country ? Well, Sir, 1 have lived suffi¬ 
ciently long in this country to knoAv that Avdiile I have seen strikes of one 
or days ’ duration I have neA'er seen a strike that has silenced the 
whole of the textile industry in Bombay since the middle of April last, 
I have never seen a strike which was financed from Moscow, as my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, admitted the other day that he had received 
money from Moscow. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; May I inform the Honourable Member that I have 
received more money from England than from Moscow ? 

r, -,An Honourable Member : That does not matter. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : I repeat what I said before, and my statempt 
is confirmed, that my Honourable friend had to admit, though he is him¬ 
self an anti-Bolshleivist, that he had received money from Moscoav for the 
purpose of keeping up these strikes. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Because you would not give money. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Sir, I further find that a national industry 
Avhich is the pioneer in maldng iron and steel in this country, I mean the 
Tata Iron and Steel Works in Jamshedpur, has been silenced on account of 
these strikes. Noav, I Avish to give the reason. These prolonged strikes 
are aided and abetted by Red money received from Moscow and if these 
people come to this country or send their money, that is part of their 
Avorld-wide propaganda. 

Mr. 0. S, Ranga Iyer : Was not the British General Strike a much 
more formidable and terrible thing than the strikes in India ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour ; My Honourable friend, Mr. Ranga Iyer, asks, 
Avas not the British General Strike a far more formidable thing than the 
Indian strikes ? Remember that British industrialism is 350 years old, 
Avhereas Indian industrialism is scarcely 30 years old, and that Avhile British 
capitalists can Avithstand British strikes for years, the Indian capitalists are 
not able to withstand Indian strikes for even a year or two. There has 
been a complete paralysis, a complete prostration of the textile and iron 
and steel industry, and I Avish to ask you, is it not an answer to the Com¬ 
munist organisation, to the Communist propaganda sedulously, secretly 
and subtly preached from across the frontiers of India ? I have been asking 
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my Honourable friends if fiiey Y-oiild account for llie general paralysis of" 
the trade of this country, railway strikes, systematic derailment of trains 
and loss of innocent lives in Bengal and in Southern India. 

Now Sir, if you will only read this book—I have not got time to give 
vou more extraet.s from it—^j’ou will find that it is on a certain plan and 
with a preconceived purpose that these striltes and mischievous sabotage 
take place throughout the length and breadth of the country. Can we 
tolerate this display of Empire-wide lawlessness ? Can we ignore this 
display of conspiracy for the purpose of overthrowing law and order ? 
Sir. I am. not a lover of the bureaucracy. I have always fought against 
the bureaucracy, but when I see in front of me that a house is on fire, I 
shall be failing in my duty if I did not contribute a pail of water which 
I hold in mj* hand for the purpo-je of extinguishing it. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer ; Hoes the Honourable Member really see it in 
front of him ? (Laughter.) 

Sir Hari Singli Gour ; Sir, it is very easy to be sentimental, and I am 
sure that if I had been a little more sentimental, my Honourable friends 
on the opposite side would have cheered me to the echo (Ironical Cheers), 
but truth is truth, and when I see these danger signals ahead of me I do 
not care whether M. N. Eo 3 ’-’s letter is genuine or fabricated, because I see 
the handwriting on the wall. I see an exhibition of this lawlessness which 
is not accountable for by any ordinary economic outburst. It is not due 
to mere economic causes, but is of set purpose, helped, financed arid sup¬ 
ported bj' an outside world-wide Communist organisation. "Wlien I feel' 
this I feel that I .should be guiltj- of gross dereliction of mj' duty if I did' 
not support some measure for the purpose of suppressing this world-wide 
anarchical organisation, I now turn to the' present Bill. 'Having 
demonstrated the necessity for some Bill of the kind, the next 
question with which we are confronted is, can we trust the Executive to 
exercise their unfettered and unbridled power to turn out of this country 
any person at their sweet will and pleasure ‘! If I had not been oppose'd to 
it I would certainly not have given notice of this amendment for the pur¬ 
pose of adding safeguards in the Bill, so that while the guiltj' do not 
t’fecape, the innocent do not suffer, and if I was free to go into detail, I have 
thought out a scheme for the purpose of hedging this Bill round with suffi¬ 
cient safeguards against its abuse bj’ the executive. friend, ]\Ir. Lai 
Cliand, asks what are the safeguards that I have in mj^ mind. I will show 
them to 3 'ou. In the fii'st place I would veiy much like that the provisions 
of the Habeas Corpus Act should be inserted in section 491 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, for the pui’ppse of safeguarding the rights of all Indian 
British subjects, and then the Government may be free to utilise Regula¬ 
tion III of 1818 against dangerous foreigners. The other thing is that I 
am opposed to the permanent expulsion of an.ybody from my country and 
I would limit -the expulsion to a period of two jmars. It mav be two or 
three j^ears. 


An Honourable Member t Twentv years. 

I am also indisposed as at present 
PovM-Tun the Government unlimited power, because I feel that the 
to the onlj^ responsive but in this matter res])on,siblc 

-R-u \ ^ would therefore sugf>-est that the period of this 

Bill should be limited to two or threp •+ i • or tms 

y 01 rnree jears, it being continued after 



THE PUBLIC SAFETY (REMOVAL iEOM XSdIa) BILL. 475'* 

lliat period if necebsary in accordance with a Kcbolution of the Legisla¬ 
te e Asyonibly. Then, k^ir,, I liave auotlier suggestion, that we might 
give an appeal to, the High Court on a question of law, or that all these 
exlernments might be placed before; the Advisory Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly attacJied to the Home Department. 

Mr. Amar Nath Butt'; And advocates might be alloAved to appear 
before them 1 ' 

Mr. K. Ahmed : And Mr. Amar Nath Butt‘might bo heard 7 

c- Sir Hari Singh Gour : Yes, advocatesi might appear. Lastly, there 
may be a reference to' two* Judges of the High Court. I havh put this 
la.st because' I feel that the precedents (that have been created by the 
Executive Govermnent of asking the Judges to report on political cases 
is unsound. Tlie Judges should! not lie used by the Executive Goveim- 
ment as 'their law officers. If they advise in favour ■ of expulsion, they 
incur the popular odium and the contidence which the public"'ought* to 
feel in the impartialit 3 '' of their > higliest judiciaiy' would be seriously 
imixaired. ■ - . 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : How would you proVe him to he' objection¬ 
able ? , 

Sir Hari Singh Gour.: M.v friend asks me how J shall iirove the 
extcimee to he objectionable. Well, I shall- examine’ the evidence,' I shall 
examine witnesses and T shall consult j\Ir.' Lalchand Navalrai if hecessarj^.’ 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Gaya Prasad"Singh'; Will the Home Member agree to your 
suggestion 7 , 

Sir Hari'Singh Gour : It. is not'for the Home Member to‘agree. I 
make lio terms'with the Government. This is my suggestion : and'if the 
Home Mcniher and the Select Committee do not agree, then' I .shall' be 
bound hj’ the decision of the Select'Committe'e, and if the Select Committee 
agre'e to am’' of these proposals, then Home Member or no Home Member, 

1 shall press them home from the floor' of this House. 

An Honourable Member : Report them. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Sir, I Iiave 'two more objections to' this Bill, 
and one of them i.s a serious objection aS regards the principle. Clause 7 
of thi.S Bill does not exempt Indian British subjects or the subjects of an 
Indian’State from x-ecour.so to the‘High Court if nolens volcns thej’ are 
also exteriicd and thej’ challenged the'right mf the executive to extern 
them on 'the ground that thej'' are British Indian subjects and' therefore 
not'Within the comprehension of the Act. I '’pointed oui, Sir, to the 
Legisaltive Department some da.y.s ago this scriou.s flaw in the drafting 
of'clause 7, and thej’ admitted that it -ivas a flaw and promsed that.it 
would be 'set right. Tile onlj’'place where'll ban' be Set riglit'is the Select 
Committee : and therefore 1 .say that so'far a's this Bill is' concerned, it 
requires to he overhauled. There are other provisions in fhis Bill. My 
friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt,' drew the attention oL tliis House to clause 

2 (a). Now I do not see eye to eye with the Home Member’ and I shall 

ask him in the Select Committee to justify the insertion of this clause, 
for as the Bill is ivorded it apiilies to anj’ person Avho directlj’ or indirectlj’ 
is concerned in “ the promotion of enmity or hatred betiveen ditferent 
classes of His Majesty’s subjects Now, can you promote the indirect 
L91 LA r 
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promotion of hostility ? That is the language of section 353-A, but that 
has been the subject of a judicial difference of opinion and it led to the 
passing of the Prophets’ Protection Bill. And when you borrow the 
language, the ambiguous and uncertain language of one Statute and 
transport it into another Statute, you do not solve the ambiguity : you 
double it. It will be my dutjf to ask the draftsman to justify that clause, 
what its meaning is and whether it is not susceptible of improvement. 
And there are other details in the Bill which 1 will not mention. T am 
not at all pleased witli the drafting of this Bill. The same phrase has 
been repeated several times over and it is in accordance with Parliamentary 
conveyancing procedure that you must not repeat the same clause half a 
dozen times. I do not wish to go into detailed criticism of this Bill. I 
have pointed out to the House that while we mu>st accept the broad 
principle of this Bill we must limit its scope and further limit its extent 
and give some salutary check to iirevent its abuse by the executive. It 
is for that reason that I wanted the Select Committee to be strongly 
representative of the legal talent in this House and I a.sked many of my 
legal friends if they would join with me. 


Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : You never asked me. 

Sir.Hari Singh Gour : I asked several of my legal friends 
■whethei' they would join with me in improving this measure 
which I think ^ might be so improved as to become substantially, 
if not entirely, innocuous, and that is I sumit the best thing \ve can do 
m the circumstances. We can place the executive on trial and if they 
abuse their powers given to them under the Act, we can immediately 
refuse to renew it after a period of years. No harm is done and at the 
same time the menace with wdiich the peace of India is seriously threatened, 
tJiat menace might be controlled and averted. If we do not o-ive at tliis 
moment the assistance that the Government want, the Government - could 
fw’ 1 all your industries be paralysed, your industrial life 
destr^ ed ; we asked you for power and you refused it ; now it is too late 
Ihe Bolshevik organization begins from the moment the child is born. 

to imbibe fresh 

Ideas, and then it goes on and on m a crescendo till the man is able to 
perform what is stated here to be the illegal purpose of destroying all 

^^^troying religion and dStioyiS 

the i surprised if you think that such a danger to 

nrosopi-itv nf ti .y^dicemeiit of this country and to the growing industrial 

which imriPl ^ menace. Sir, it is these considerations 

vliieh impel me to make the motion which I now move. 

tile nth Sci)tcmber*'’l928!'’™™'’'^ ™ Eleven of the' Clock on Tuesday, 
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Wv Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President m the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Number of Indian and British Internal Security Troops. 

364. '’Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzm : Will Government be pleased to 
state the number of (a) Indian and (b) British internal security troops ? 

Mr. G-. M. Young : All troops stationed in India are available for 
internal seenritj’’ puriioses in peace time. It vould not be in the public 
interest for me to give particulars of the troops allotted to internal security 
in the event of ivar, since that ivould enable anyone, by a simple mathemati¬ 
cal calculation, to discover the strength and composition of the troops which 
it is proposed to put into the field. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru ; Maj"- I ask the Honourable' Member 
whether he is aware that it is stated in the life of Lord Rawlinson that in 
1921 there were 28 British and 21 Indian battalions detailed for internal 
security ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The answer is in the affirmative. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : What is the objection to giving the 
present figures, as these figures are bound to be changed in time of war ? 

Mr. G. M. Young’ : I would point out that it is not of veiy much 
consequence now how many troops it was proposed to put into the field in 
1923, but it i.s of some consequence how many troops we propose to put 
into the field now. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Since T am asking for only the normal 
distribution, what is the objection to telling us now how many troops have 
been allotted for internal security as the proportion in the various sections 
is bound to be changed during the time of war ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I think my friend is drawing me into an argu¬ 
ment, and I think he has missed the point. The allotment of troops for 
internal security is not the normal allotment in jjeace time. The trooiis arc 
definitely allotted for internal security in the event of war, and, as I have 
alread 3 ^ .stated in my answer, all troops are available for internal purposes 
in peace time. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is the Honourable Member aware. 
Sir, that when the Indian Army was increased in 1885-87, the Government 
of India informed the Secretary of State how many troops were wanted 
for internal security and that this information has been published in a des¬ 
patch of 1887 ? 
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Mr. G. M. Yoting : I am quite prepared to take facts from the 
Honourable Member. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzrti : When both the Government of India 
and the Commander-in-Chief have at various times stated the number of 
troops allotted for internal security, what is the objection to giving that 
information now ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I have already answered that question. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : The Honourable Member has not 
answered it. 


Ratio of Indian to Beitish Soldiers in (cr) the Field Army, (6) Covering 
Troops and (c) Internal Security-Troops. 


365. ‘Tandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Will Government be pleased to 
.state the ratio of Indian to British soldiers in (a) the field army, 
(5) covering troops and (c) internal security troops ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The figures are apt to fluctuate. At the present 
moment there are slightly more British than Indian troops in the battalions 
eamarked for internal security. In the field army the proportion of 
British soldiers is about 1 to 3 Indian soldiers, and in the covering troops 
the proportion is about 1 to 6. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : What is the proportion of the internal 
tioops ? I could not catch what the Honourable Member said. 

Mr. G. M. Young : I shall repeat my answer. The figures are apt to' 
nuetuate. At the present moment there are slightly more British than 
Indian troops in the battalions earmarked for internal security. 

Pandit Hkday Nath Kunzru ; Is the proportion still Id to 1 as it 
was m Lord Baivlinson’s time ? 4 u x as n 


Mr. G. M. Young : 
it is about that. 


I have not got exact figures with me, but I think 


Scale of Pay and Leave Rules of Officers, Indians and Europeans 
ON The Bengal and North Western Railway. 

366. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
give the scale of pay of officers in the superior cadre, Indians and 
Europeans and the leave rules in force on the Bengal and North wLtem 
Railway, along with a statement of the staff drawin|Rs 100 and ahovf S 

S™ys‘Mat'' " statement on the above pointa on State 

(6) If it is not convenient to sunplv this infnrmni-inT. ■!>, a. 

Members 

of the leave rule.s in force on the Ben’ ^ 

leave rules on State-managed ^ovthAY.e^t^vn Railway. The 

Railway Board have not gS tlfe fiSl T Relies. The 

on the Indian Railways but Jhosl^S f drawing Rs. 100 and over 

over or on .seales'of pay SsTng to 5s 9^0 

pay using to Ity. 250 per mensem and over, will 
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be found in Appendix P of Volume I of the Reports by the Railway Board 
on Indian Railways. 

Mr. G-aya Prasad Singh : Is the Honourable Member aware that when 
■^I wrote to the Railway Board asking for information on this point, they 
wrote back sajdng that the information cannot be supplied to me ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I do not remember mj^self seeing the Honour¬ 
able Member’s letter. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Will you kindly make incLuiries in the Rail¬ 
way Boai’d and see if such a letter was sent to me ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I hardty think it necessary to make such an 
inquiry. I have now given the Honoruable Member the reference to the 
places where he can find the information that he desires. 


V Firing on Strikers at.^Bamangachi. 

367. ’^’Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Have Government received any 
report from the Government of Bengal regarding the Bamangachi shooting 
affair ? If so, do they propose to lay a copy on the table, or in the 
Library ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : The Government of Bengal -have 
investigated all the circumstances connected with this ease, but they have 
been advised that no conclusions .should be published until the comple¬ 
tion of tlie trial in which one of 'the leaders of the strikers is being charged 
with perjurj’- and bringing a false case against the Chief Deputy Mechani¬ 
cal Engineer, East Indian Railway. In the circumstances the Honourable 
•Member will understand that it is not possible at present to lay any 
papers. 


Confiscation of the Book entitled Politics of Oil . 


368. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (o) Is it a fact that a book entitled 
“ Politics of Oil ” sent to India by a London bookseller was confiscated 
on its arrival in Bombay, under a notification issued under section 19 of the 
Sea Customs Act ? 

(h) Is it a fact that although written by a member of the Communist 
Party, the book has nothing whatever to do with Communists ? 

Vc) Is it a fact that “ it was the source of publication, and not the 
nublication itself which had caused the Government of India to exclude it ” 
as stated by Earl Winterton in the House of Commons some time back ? 


(d) Why was the book confiscated ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) One copy of this book was inter¬ 
cepted. 

(h) (c) and (d). The book was intercepted on the strength of a 

notification which prohibits the importation of publications issued-hy or 
JmaSing from an? organization affiliated to controlled by or connected 
wi'th the Communist International. The book has since been examined and 
Tweitand that, though designed to illustrate the evils of Capitalism, 
it is not of such a character that it is necessary to exclude it from India. 
If further copies are sent they will not be intercepted. ^ 

L95LA 
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Mr. K. C. Neogy : Is it tlie practice, Sir, to examine a book after 
eonfiseating it or before confiscating it ? 

The Honourable Mr, J. Crerar ; It is impossible to examine a book 
before interception. The examination natui-ally takes place after inter¬ 
ception. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Do I understand the Honourable Slember 
to say that this book vas proscribed before it vas confiscated ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : It -was notified in the general notifi¬ 
cation vhich prohibits publications of aU kinds emanating from a parti¬ 
cular source. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May l know the date on which this hook 
was proscribed under that notification ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I must a.sk for notice of that ques¬ 
tion. 

Mr. K. G. Heogy ; Is the Honourable Memiier aware that in the 
House of Commons, when replying to similar questions, the tJndef Sec- 
retar j' of State stated that it is the source of the publication and not the 
publication itself which was tlie guiding factor with the Government of 
India in this matter ? 

_ The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Yes, Sir ; that was correct in this 
instance. 

V * 

. : Does that represent the poliev of the Government 

in this matter ? 

+,wr. J. Crerar : I have explained that the notifica¬ 

tion referred to is of a general character relating to documents emanating 
from a particular .source. ^ fa 

-.hlr. K C. Heogy -. hlay 1 take it, therefore, that if a book of noems 
01 a novel had emanated from that partienlar source tliat would have been 
confiscated quite as mueli as this book ? 


soma 


The Honourpvble Mr J Crerar • T -n-n ^ 

.ree referred to is in the habit of publiWng ‘‘ belk let/^s 

be iiHere^S!^^^^® '' copies of this book will not 

insta^^eS'th^LSr R\\el4%1parto^^^^ 

Company ? paitment under tlie Labour Publishing 

It, is bound to be eonfe^Sl coming from that source, I take 

Mr. J. Crerar • Tf w 

notification. . If rt comes within the terms of the 

confisStifn f‘ ^l^en presuppose an examination prior to 
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_ The Hoiiourable Mr. J. Crerar : Not a detailed examination before 
interception. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : AYas that the ease in this partienlar instance ? 

The Hononiable Mr. J. Crerar : The book was not examined in detail 
fit tliG tiiiiG ot intci cGptioii because it C3nie from tbe source wbicb comss 
Tvithin the terms of the notification generally. 

Mr. K. C. ITeogy : Who was the officer who examined it prior to its 
confiscation ? 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : Did anybody read the book at all or was it con- 
filscated because of the source from which it came ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I ha’^m already explained that it 
came within the general notification. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : AVho is the authority who examined the book prior 
to its confiscation ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Do I understand tlie Honourable Aleraber 
to saj" that the book was intercepted before it was examined ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The book was intercepted before it 
was examined. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Who is responsible for this foolish mis¬ 
take ^ 

Mr. K. C Neogy : When did the later examination take place, and 
when was it confiscated ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : As regards the date of confiscation, 
I shonld like to have notice of the question. I cannot at present recollect 
the date. 


Publication oe the Heport of the Tariff Board on the Oil Industry. 

369. "Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : («) Do Government propose to pub¬ 
lish the Report of the Tarifi' Board on the oil industry ? If so, ivlien ? If 
not, why not 1 

(h) AVliat was the amount of exiienditure involved in the enquiry ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) The Report will be pub¬ 
lished on the 12th September. 

(&) The cost of the enquiiw inclusive of that of printing the Report 
and evidence is estimated to have been aiiproximately Es. 51,000. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it a fact that the Burma oil industry has sent out a 
letter stating that the industry does not require any protection from the 
Government ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I do not think that that arises 
out of the answer I have just given. I think the Honourable Member 
would do well to wait until tomorrow. It m not a long period for which 
to exercise his patience. 

U. Tok Kyi : IIow long did the Government take to consider the 
application from the oil companies before they made a reference to the 
Tariff Board ? 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; I think the time taken from the 
dale wlien the matter was first brought to our notice was very nearly six 
months. 

U. Tok Kyi : Cannot the Honourable Member give the exact date of 
the receipt of the application ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy -. If the Honourable Member 
wants the exact date, he must give me notice. 

Peesent Position op Civil Aviation in India. 

370. -^Mr. B. Das : Will the Government be pleased to state the pre¬ 
sent position of civil aviation in India, and detail the progress made since 
the appointment of the Director of Civil Aviation ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : The attention of the 
Honourable Member is invited to the I'cply given in this House to ques¬ 
tion No. 238 put by Colonel Crawford. 


Aerodrojies at Bombay and Calcutta. 

T • (^) Is it a fact that the aerodromes at Bombay 

and Calcutta are unfit for all the .vear flying ? 

(^) If the answer is in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
state what steps have been or are being taken to make these important 
aerodromes first class landing grounds, and tlie approximate cost thereof ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : («) Yes. 

at aerodrome at Calcutta 

^ a cost of Rs. p3,500 has been approved, and work is now in hand. 

Siho^tTeVeav " ‘o, use 

«.e 


Establishment of Air Mail Services. 

made in fl^o^inf a^impL^cinTS^u'!["™ been 

rating internal^^yh^r^SSr biangu- 

the Director of CiviVlvLS^Jnd wil^G? '^®bed for hy 

present potion and when it is expected ?r“lfil fvSn^ 

and is the Director of^^vil h^^^^bility of foreign competition 

the inauguration of civil flySg service??® ^^^'^^’^Ibing possible to expedite 

„ Honourable Mr A p wr nr 

float any is not the intention 

refers. But^if sSrbl *0 "^flioh the Honour- 

Snee ifloy ^ifl be *^0 establishment of 

pital and a majority of Indiarf companies whicb have 

xnaiau Directors, and the Government of 
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India understand that this policy has 
direction of company floatation. 


already led to some activity in the 


(&) Government are examining a scheme for the development of air 
mail routes in India, but I am not in a position to say when a call for 
tenders will be issued. I am not .sure what the Honourable ilember is 
referring to by the starting of civil aviation, but if he means the starting 
of the subsid-ized cieroplaiie clubs, I hope that these will be actively 
tioning by the beginning of the cold weather. 

(c)^I am again in some doubt as to the meaning of the Honourable 
Member’s question. So far as subsidized services are concerned, there can 
be, -in view of the assurance alreadj'- given, no question of foreign com- 
jietition. The inauguration of civil flying services depends on decisions 
of the Government of. India and other authorities and the Director of 
Civil Aviation is not in a position to expedite or anticipate these decisions. 


Expenditure on the Director op Civil Aviation and his Office. 

, 373. *Mr. B. Das : (a) Will Government be pleased to state what 

amount has been siient on the Director of Ciwl Aviation since its inaugura¬ 
tion ? 

(1) Will Government please state whether the progress made is 
satisfactory compared with the cost of the air establisliment ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) The expenditure in¬ 
curred on the Director of Civil Aviation and his ofiice from the 11th 
January 1927, the date of its inauguration, to the 1st August 1928 
amounts to Rs. 93,424. 

(h) The answer is in the affirmative. 


Education of the Depressed Classes in the Delhi Province. 

374. *Lala Lajpat Rai : (a) lAHll the Government be iileased to 
state ; 

(1) the total population of tlie deiiressed classes in the Delhi 

Province ; and 

(2) their educational position ? 

(b) What steps do the Government of India propose to take to improve 
their position and what facilities do they propose to provide to them for 
a wider dissemination of education amongst their ranks ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of 
optcning an industrial school at Delhi to provide facilitie"^ for the .sons of 
the depressed ela.sses to receive general education along with training in 
certain trades .such as motor driving, leather mannfacture, black-smithy 
and weaving ? 

Mr. G- S. Bajpai : (a) (1) The number of persons in tbe Delhi Pro¬ 
vince belonging to communities ordinarily classed as “ depressed ” is 
approximately 70,000. 

(2) There are 26 primary schools in Delhi managed by the Arya 
Samaj and various Christian missions mostly for the children of the 
depressed ela.sses. Education is now compulsory in almost the whole of 
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tlie inxiiiieipal area both for the depressed classes and tor others, but no 
separate statistics of members of the depressed classes attending schools 
have been maintained so far. Three munieiiial board schools <1 been 
opened in the sweepers’ and chamars’ quarters in the City and oUU boys 
of these classes are receiving education there. Tliere are 24 sclmlarships 
of Rs. 4 per mensem each, tenable at middle schools, and 6 of Iv-s. 6 pei 
mensem each at the higli scliools for boys of the depressed classes. In 
addition, 2 scholarships of the value of Re. 1 per mensem each and 1 of 
Ks. 4 per mensem have lately been sanctioned. 

(&) The matter is receiving consideration. 

(c) There is already a Government industrial school at Delhi in 
which special facilities in the shape of stipends are given to boys of the 
depressed c'asses. 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; Does my Honourable friend, the questioner realise 
thft sitwatiew that, the, memheTa ei the depressed elasses are trained in 
motor driilng, black-smithing, etc., their services will not be accepted by 
the people in general, and particularly by tbe orthodox Hindu members 
of tlie community '? 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Of course, they will. You come and try. 


Dictum of Mr. Justice Madgaonkar or the BoMB.ty High Court in the 
Case of Emperor vs. Jagardeo regarding the Binding Nature of 
Treaties. 

- t - . 375. •’'Mr. N. 0. Eelkar : (a) lias the attention .of tbe Government 
been drawn to the dictum of Justice Madgaonliar of the Bombay High 
Court in the case of Emperor vs, Jagardeo repoi'ted at page No. 1054 of 
the Bombay Law Beports, Vol. 27 (1925)) the dictum, namelj’, that “ It 
is now too late in the day to raise the question of the binding nature of 
treaties and the duty, in matters civil and criminal, of enforcing and 
abiding by their terms, incumbent on all contracting powers (British 
Government and Indian States) and their courts not less than in the ease 
of laws passed by the Legislatures. For the pui’iiose of the present 
application, this treaty, in my ojiinion, is as much law-binding on the 
courts as a statute law^ or the law of the Legislature ’’ ? 

(b) Have Government accepted the view put forth in the above 
observations ? If not, do they propose to take any steps to have it set 
aside ? 


Sir Denys Bray : The reply to part (a) and to the first question in 
part (b) is in the affirmative. The rest of the question does not arise. 


Munshi Iswar Saran : Maj’’ I know, Sir, why Government has 
^pressed some kind of view about an observation made by a High Court 
Judge in a decision in the Bombay High Court, while Government on a 
previous occasion stoutly declined to express anj^ view as 'regards the 
obseiyation of the Patna Chief Justice about the veracitA* of the people 
mhahitmg that part of the country ? 


• ^f by inadvcrtcTiee I have been too .communica- 
t e I must apologise to the Honourable Member. 
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TotaIi IfroiBER OE Persons against whom Action was taken under the 

Foreigners AoTj 1864, DURING THE LAST 10 Years. 

3/6, ■•Mr. N. C. Kelkar : (o) WiU Government state the total ' 1111101361 ’ 
/ of persons, province by province, during the last 10 years against -whom 
action was taken under the Foreigners Act of 1864, ‘ stating the precise 
nature of the action that was taken ? 

(b) 'SVill Government state how manj'- of the persons .against whom 
action referred to in ( 0 ) above.was taken were residents or subjects of 
Indian (Native) States ■ 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; Section 3 of the Act gives concur¬ 
rent poivei’s to the Government of India and the Local Governments, and 
I rogrel that I am not in a position to give the Honourable Member infor¬ 
mation regarding action taken independently by Local Governments. 
Such information as is available from tlie records of the Government of 
India i.s being collected and will be communicated to the Honourable 
klcanber shortly. 

Provision of Land Free of Cost to the Pohilkhand and 
Kumaon Kailway. 

377. *Mr. N. G. Kelkar ; Is the Rohilkband and Kumaon Railway 

Company provided with land free of cost by Government ? Is it a fact 
that under the terms of the contract the ComiJanj’’ is required to pay to 
the Government on demand the cost price of the land purchased by the 
latter ? If so, why was this land free of cost ? • ■ , 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I refer the Honourable Member to clauses 
6 and 8 of the Contract of 1882 which give the provision with regard to 
land in detail. Briefly, these clamses provide that the Secretary of State 
shall provide land in his posses.sion free of cost to the Comiiany, and that 
the Company shall pay to him the cost price of any land purchased by 
him for the line. These clauses only refer to the original line which ran 
from Bliojeepura to Kathgodam. For extensions of the original line, 
land is, generallj^ .speaking, iirovided free of cost. The answer to the last 
part of the Honourable Member’s question is that these happen to be the 
terms mutually agreed on at the time the contracts were made, and no 
doubt, if they had not been accepted, the Company would have required 
a quid pro qvo in other directions. 

Total Additional Revenue earned by the Imperial Indian IMail run 

between Bombay and Calcutta. 

378. *Mr. H. 0. Kelkar : Will Government state, for the late.st year 
for which figures are available, the total additional revenue earned hy the 
Imperial Indian Mail run between Bombay and Calcutta against fhe 
estimated total additional revenue of Rs. 35,000 per annum given at 
page 16 of the Proceedings of the Standing Finance Committee for Rail¬ 
way, Volume II, No. 5 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I am obtaining tbe figures for the year 
ending the Slst of July 1928 for the Honourable Member, and will let 
him have them as soon a.s I can. 
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Sir a. L. Dickenson’s Report on Railway Accounts. 

379. *Mr. N. 0. Kelkar : 'Will Government state what progress has 
been made in the consideration of Sir A. L. Dickenson’s report on railway 
accounts ? 

Mr- A. A. L. Parsons : About half the report has been examined 
already. The recommendations of the Railway Board on traffic accounting 
■were placed before the Standing Finance Committee for Raihvays at their 
last meeting and those on stores accounting will be considered by the Com¬ 
mittee at their next meeting a few days hence. 

Recommendations of the Acworth Committee. 

380. ’"Mr. N. 0. Kelkar : Will Government lay on the table a state¬ 
ment showing the progress of the con.sideratiou of those recommenda¬ 
tions of the Acworth Committee which have not yet been carried out ? 

Mr. A A. L. Parsons ; I lay on the table a summary^ of the recom¬ 
mendations of the Acworth Committee and of the action taken thereon. 


Item Recommendation. 

No. 


1 (a) Changes in the constitution, stotus 

and functions of the Railway Board. ] 
(6) A Member of Council in constant 
touch with Railway affairs to be at 
head of Railway IDepartment and 
■ndth this object. 

(c) A new Department of Communica¬ 
tions for Railways, Ports, Inland 
navigation. Road transport (so far 
as dealt with by Central Govern¬ 
ment) and Posts and Telegraphs 
should be created. 

(d) Member for Communications to be 
experienced administrator, able to 
represent his Department both in 
Legi.slature and irith public, but 
need not be technical expert. 


Reference to 
summary 
of the Report. 


Action taken. 


Pago 86, para. 


The Railway Board lias been 
Tc-organised generally on 
the principles underljdng 
the Acworth Committee's 
Report except that re¬ 
commendation 1(c) has 
not been accepted. 


2 


Delegation of increased power of day- 
to-day management to local Railway 
administrations. Railway Depart¬ 
ment to be relieved from control by 
India Office and Government of 
India except on large questions of 
finance and general policy. 


Page 80, para. 


Large financial powers have 
boon delegated by the 
Secretary of State to the 
Government of India in 
Railway matters and the 
Railway Administrations 
have also been granted in¬ 
creased powers. 


3 


(1) Finance Department, control over 
internal finance of railway's to cease. 


Page 86, para. 


3. 


(..) Railways to have separate budget, 
be responsible for disposal of own 
income and for provision of net 
revenue to meet interest on debt 
incurred or to bo incurred by Gov¬ 
ernment for railway purposes. 


The separation of Railway 
from General Finance has 
been in force for the la t 
three years. The ques¬ 
tion will again come under 
consideration. 
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Item 

No. 

Recommendation. 

Reference to 
summary 
of the Report. 

Action taken. 


1 

(3) Railway budget to be presented to 
Assembly by Member in charge of 
Railways instead of bj' Finance 
Member. 



4 

(1) Subject to independent audit by 
Government, Railway Department 
to cmploj’ own accounting staff and 
bo responsible for own accounts. 

(2) Present accounts and statistics to 
be thoroughly overhauled and re¬ 
modelled with assistance of e.vperts. 

Page 86, para. 

4. 

(1) The separation of Ac¬ 
counts from Audit has 
been tried on the East 
Indian Railway as an 
experimental measure 

since December 1925 and 
it is hoped to put foi*ward 
proposals for the adop¬ 
tion of this system on all 
State-managed Railways. 



1 

(2) The question of Statis¬ 
tics has been thoroughly 
investigated and revised 
and improved methods 
introduced. A compre- 

liensive investigation into 
the accounts was made by 
Sir Arthur Dickinson re¬ 
cently and his report is 
at present under investi¬ 
gation. 

5 

(1) Title “ Railway Board ” to be re¬ 
placed by “ Railway Commission ”. 

(2) Technical staff under Member for 
Communications to consist of one 
Chief Commissioner and four Com¬ 
missioners. 

(3) Of four Commissioners one to be in 
charge of finance and organization 
and staff of office and the other three 
to be in cliarge of Geographical divi¬ 
sions and devote substantial portion 
of time to personal visits to their 
divisions. 

Page 86, para. 

5. 

TJie old title “ Railway 
Board ” has been retained. 
The reorganisation pro¬ 
vides for a Chief CommiS' 
si oner, tvo Members and a 
Financial Commissioner. 
It has been considered 
more convenient that the 
work entrusted to Mem¬ 
bers should be on the 
basis of subjects and not 
on a geographical basis. 

C 

Technical staff attached to Commis¬ 
sioner to be— 

(1) strengthened especially on 

traffic side. 

(2) Divided into six sections each 

under a Director. One res¬ 

ponsible, under Commissioners, 
for Ports, Inland Navigation 
and Road Transport. 

Page 86, para. 

0. 

The re-organisation provid¬ 
ed for the staff considered 
necessary at the time. 
Should further streng¬ 
thening be required, the 
question will be reconsi¬ 
dered. 

7 

Salaries in highest posts of railway ser¬ 
vices ina&quate to attract right 
men and to keep those already in 
service. 

Page 86, para. 

7. 

Individual cases are consi¬ 
dered on their merits. 


8 Number of Engineering Inspectors to Pago 86, para, 
bo reduced and money utilised for 8. 
new appointments of Inspectors of 
Traffic. 


Page 86, para. 

n. 


1 (1) Member for Communications to 
take steps to modify present position 
in regard to rights of management 
reserved to guaranteed companies I 
under contracts. I 

(2) Bailivay Commission (Sic.) to have I 
greater powers in matters like initia- j 
tion and enforcement of reforms and 
some control over appointment and 
retention of principal officers. 

(3) Local executive officers to have 
greater freedom from interference in 
affairs of every-day management. 


10 Less rigid regard than hitherto to claims Page 87, para. 

of seniority. 10, 

11 To secure to Indian public adequate Page 87, paras. 

voice in management of their rail- 11-13. 

Y^ys, Central and Local Railnay 
Advisory Councils to be'established, 
constituted as follows :— 

C. A. C .—Not more than 25 members, 
of whom 3 or 4 represent Depart¬ 
ments of Government concerned; 8 
or 9 nominated, according to scheme 
to be arranged, by associations re¬ 
presenting trade and industry ; simi¬ 
lar number to represent agricultural 
interests and travelling public to be 
added by nomination of one member 
by each of Provincial Legislative 
Councils. 

L. A. G .—Constitution similar to Gen- j 
tral Council, perhaps half the size. 1 
If at Headquarters of each railway. 

Agent to act as Chairman ; if at each 
important railway centre. Agents of 
all railwaj^s concerned to be members ' 

and one of them Chairman. These 
councils to be established early ndtli- 
out waiting for introduction of full 
scheme put forward. 

W,:Xsr.™“S 


No action taken so far. 


(1) and (2) No action has 
been taken. 


(3) The powers delegated 
to Agents include powers, 
to re-delegate powers to 
authorities subordinate to 
them. 

This policy is being followed. 


A Central Advisory Council 
has been established and 
Local Advisory Commit¬ 
tees introduced on all 
Railways. 


Various measures have al¬ 
ready been taken to im¬ 
prove the amenities of 3rd 
class passengers'and tho 
question is always kept in 
the 'forefront of railway 
policy. 
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Item 

No. 

Recommendation. 

Reference to 
summary 
of the Report. 

13 

Adoption of reasonable general increase 
in rates and fares and with¬ 
drawal of present sur-taxos on rail¬ 
way traffic. 

Page 87, para. 
17. 

14 

Provision of greater facilities for train¬ 
ing of Indians for superior posts in 
railway service and acceleration of 
process of employment in such posts. 

Page 87, para. 
18. 

15 

Branch lines, as far as possible, to be 
constructed and worked by main line 
to which tributary; Formation of 
separate branch line companies to be 
encouraged only if State is unable or 
unwilling to provide funds itself. 

Page 87, para. 
19. 

16 

A Tribunal consisting of experienced 
lawyer as Chairman and two Mem¬ 
bers representing railway and com¬ 
mercial interests respectively to be es¬ 
tablished with jurisdiction over ques¬ 
tions of reasonableness of rates and 
' facilities, instructions to investigate 
conditions attached to present 
“ Owners ” and “ Railways ” risk- ; 
notes and to frame new and standard 
forms for future use. 

Page 87, para, 
14. 


An appeal to lie under certain circum¬ 
stances to the Governor General in 
Council from decisions of Rates Tri¬ 
bunal. 


17 

(1) Steps to bo taken to reduce delay in 
settling claims for loss or damage. 

Page 87, 
para. 15. 


(2) Both local officials and Railway 
Commission to devote utmost efforts 1 
to .stamping out serious and wide- | 
spread abuses in connection with ! 
allocation of railway wagons. , 


18 

As soon as financial conditions'permit 
forward movement by Government I 
with railway development, Indian | 
States to be called into Council and I 
invited to assist in working out 
common plan in common interest. 

Page 87, para. 
20. 

19 

An enquir3’’ to he undertaken into the 
• effect on inland watenvay communi¬ 
cation of alleged unfair railway com¬ 
petition. 

Page 87, para. 

21. 


Action taken. 


The Bur-taxes on railway 
traffic were witlidrawn 
and an increase in rates 
and fares adopted as sug¬ 
gested in 1922 for the time 
being. 

More recently, reduction in 
rates and fares have been, 
effected. 

This recommendat ion is 
being given effect to. 


The policy of the Govern-- 
ment of India is on the 
lines of these recommen- 
dations. 


A Railway Rates Advisory 
Committee has been in 
existence since 1920. 


^These^ recommendations 
have been^adopted. 


No action has been taken 
in this direction, but the 
Railway Board are in 
agreement with this re¬ 
commendation. 


No action has been taken. 
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Item 

No. 

Recommendation. 

Reference to 
summary 
of the Report. 

Action taken.' 

• 20 

A thorough investigation by a commis- 
• sion of most competent experts of the 
railway world of the gauge question 
■with reference to the potential future 
■' development of the Indian system as 
a -^vhole. 

Page 88, para.' 
22. 

No such investigation has 
been started or is at 
present contemplated. 


(Note .—Sir H. Burt in a separate min¬ 
ute records his doubt as to the neces¬ 
sity for and value of the proposed in¬ 
vestigation). 



21 

System of management by companies of 
English domicile to be discontinued 
on termination of existing contracts 
and these companies not to bo per¬ 
mitted to increase further their share 
capital. 

Page 87, para. 
23. 

The East Indian and Great 
Indian Peninsula Railways 
have been taken over by 
the State, and the Burma 
Railways ■will be taken 
over in the beginning of 
1929. 

22 

No steps to be taken towards establish¬ 
ing combined companies, both with. 
English and -n-ith Indian domicile. 

Page 87, para. 
24. 

a 

The principle has been ac¬ 
cepted. 

23 

(1) Undertakings of guaranteed com¬ 
panies to be entrusted, as and, when 
contracts fall in, to direct State 
management. 

1 1 

1 

Page 88, para. 
25. 

! 

(!) Tliis has been done in the 
case of East Indian, Great 
Indian Peninsula and 

Burma Railways, the only 
railways the-contracts of. 
which have fallen duo in 
the meantime. 


(2) Oudh and Rohilkliand Railway to 
be absorbed with East Indian Rail- 
■«'ay on termination of contract of 
latter in 1924. 

• • 

(2) Done. 

24 

(1) System of both State and Company 
management to be continued. Gov¬ 
ernment not being committed to 
policy of State management only for 
all railways. 

Alternative 
page 88, 
para. 25-A. 

See above. 


(2) Indian domiciled Companies to be 
created to manage East Indian and 
possibly Great Indian Peninsnla 
Railways. Cases of other lines to be 
considered on merits when contracts 
become terminable. 


Do. 

25 

(1) Whole capital for future develop¬ 
ment of railways to be raised dire tlv 
by State. 

(2) Provincial Government should not 
take any part in the work. 

Page 88, para. 
2G. • 

(1) ' 

SThis is the position at 
present. 

(2) J 

2G 

raised-direct • 
oj State and done by Central Gov- - 
eminent. 

Alternative 
page 88, 

para. 2 6-A. 

See remarks against item 
No. 25 above. 
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Item 

No. 


Eecommendation. 


(2) From 1924 fullest use to bo made of 
Indian domiciled Companies in the 
manner proposed as means of pro¬ 
viding funds from independent 
sources. 


(3) Having regard to large amount 
required no channel offering money 
on reasonable terms to be neglected, 
for instance, negotiation of further 
debenture loans through existing 
companies. 


27 


(1) Sloncy required to rehabilitate 
existing rail-n-a 3 ’S to be raised even 
at present prices, as fast as it can be 
economicallj' spent. 


(2) Immediate raising of capital for 
extensions of existing system not re¬ 
commended. 


28 


(1) As in 27 (1) above 


(2) Rather than new development be 
arrested assistance of private enter¬ 
prise to be enlisted to provide capital 
for new lines. 

29 Government issues for railway pur¬ 

poses— 

(1) In England to take form of ordi¬ 

nary sterling loans. 

(2) In India rupee loans to be 

earmarked for railway purposes. 

30 Government borrowings for State _ and 

Guarnteed railways to be by direct 
Government loans advertised, whe¬ 
ther in England or India, as being 
for Railway purposes. 


31 


Adoption of Mackay Committee’s re¬ 
commendation that in periods of 
easy money, funds be raised in excess 
' of immediate requirements in order 
to obviate recourse to market at 
time of stringency. 


Reference to 
summary 
of the Report. 


Alterna t i v e 
p-ige 88, para. 
2G.A. 


Action taken. 


>See remarks against item 
No. 25 above. 


J 


Page 88, para. 
27. 


(1) Being done. 


(2) The Retrenchment Com¬ 
mittee’s recommendation 
that a portion of the 
money not required for 
rehabilitation and deve¬ 
lopment on open lines may, 
vdth advantage, be 
devoted to the construc¬ 
tion of new 'ines promis¬ 
ing an adequate return is 
being acted on. 


Alternative 
page 88, para, 
27-A. 


>See remarks against item 
No. 27. 


Page 88, para. 
28. 


Alternative 
page 88, 
para. 28-A. 


No action has so far been 
taken to raise specific rail¬ 
way loans. 


Para. 88, 
Para. 29, 
Para. 29-A. 


No action has, so far, been 
taken. 
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Recommendation. 


No. 


32 


Establishment of systematic organi¬ 
sation to familiarize Indian popula¬ 
tion with idea of subscribing to Gov¬ 
ernment loans and specially _ to 
reach through local Indian agencies, 
mass of people to whom idea of in¬ 
vestment has been strange hitherto. 


Reference to j 
summarj' 
of the Report. 


Action taken. 


Page 89, para. The post office already offers 
30. standing facilities for in- 

, vestmeiits in Government 

of India securities as well 
as in cash certificates. 
The Imperial Bank of 
India usually offer facili¬ 
ties for investments in 
any new loon during the 
. period of original subs¬ 
cription. One or two local 
Governments have on 
occasion issued loans lo¬ 
cally and have no doubt 
employed local propa¬ 
ganda. There is no other 
systematic organisation at 
present. 


33 


Assistance of all banka in India to be 
enlisted when money is required. 
Independent offers of loans on special 
conditions not to be lightly set aside. 


Page 89, 
Alternative 
para. 30-A. 


In the current year the au¬ 
thorities of. the Imperial 
Bank of India enlisted the 
co-operation of leading 
Bankers in Calcutta and 
Bombay. The action to be 
taken depends upoa-’^he 
circumstances prevailing 
at the moment. 


Names op Institutions to which Grants were made by the Bombay and 

Sind Customs. 

381. ‘-Haji Abdoola Haroon : Witli reference to the “ Central Board 
oi Revenne's RevicAv of the Customs Administration in India in 1926-27 ”, 
printed at the Simla Government of India Press, 1928, will the Government 
be pleased to state the names of the institutions to which the amounts<of 
Es. 20.200 and Rs. 5,520 were paid,in Bombay and Sind Customs respec¬ 
tively in the year 1926-27 as grants-in-aid as shown at page 27 of the 
aboA’e Review' ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The names of the insti¬ 
tutions which received the amounts mentioned were the Customs Clubs, 
the Lascars’ Home, and the Prince of Wales’ Seamen’s Institute at 
Bombay ; and the Kiamari Maternity and Child Welfare Centre; the 
Karachi Civil Ho.spital and Nursing Aid Association and the Customs 
Recreation Club at Karachi. 


Initial Pay or Sub-Assistant Surgeons in Rajtutana. 

vhethSR5r22®SclSmeMSR'n Government kindly state 
of officer.s in sendees I ‘WPlicable in fixing initial pay 

who have nassed tb a ^ efficiency bar is prescribed in a time-scale and 

kindly state X tie CS 'ol Government 

As.sistant Surgeons in RainutuL^-!^! 

o uns in Kajputana who are Government servants and why 
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tlisix p8st p6Miia.DeDl services liave Dot been taken into consideration, as 
interpreted, by tbe Government of India’s order, vids tbe footnote of 
Kab' 25 which I'eads as under : 

On eacli occasion on ivliich an oificei is allowed to puss an efficiency bar wlucb 
had previously been enforced against him, he should come on to the time-scale at such 
stage as the authority competent to declare the bar removed may fix for him, subject 
• to the pay admissible according to his length of service.” (Government of India, 
Home Department, No. 917-Ests., dated 2nd October 1922 : also Auditor General’s 
No. 997-A. and A.|255-21, dated 16th May 1921) ? 

Sir Denys Dray : The reply to the first part of the question is in - 
the affirmative. The second part does not therefore arise. 

Initial Pay oe Sub-Assistant Surgeons in Rajputana. 

383. ’^Rai Sahib Harhiias Sarda : (a) With reference to Sir Denys 
Bray’s reply given on 20th August 1926 (page 163, Volume VIII, No. 4, 
Legislative Assembly Debates) to Doctor K. G. Lohokare’s supplemeutary 
question to my question No. 165, has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to the letter of the Honourable the Agent to the Governor 
General in Rajputana referred to on page 182 of the Printed Proceedings 
of "the Standing Finance Committee for 12th-15th January 1925 (Volume 
IV, No. 3) which reads “ These men entered the service with an. implied 
understanding that their pay would be regulated according to the United 
Provinces scale ” ? 

(&) Will Government, in the circumstances, state the reasons why 
that understanding has not been carried out by Government ? 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) Yes. 

(b) It is in view of thi.s understanding that the United Provinces scale 
of pay has been extended to Sub-As.sistant Surgeons in Rajputana. But 
the claim to have their initial iiay on this scale fixed on the basis of their 
past permanent service as in the United Provinces instead of according to 
the ordinaiy rule contained in Fundamental Rule 22, has not been con¬ 
ceded for tbe reasons given in my reply in August 1926. Government are, 
however, prepared to consider, on their merits, proposals for any other 
form of relief which the Local Administration may make in respect of 
officers uith good records in whose cases the application of Fundamental 
Rule 22 has in its opinion resulted in undue hardship. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Will the Government Irindly state 
why, when these Sub-Assistant Surgeons were employed on the under¬ 
standing that their pay would be regulated by the United Provinces 
scale, has their initial pay not been fixed after taking into consideration 
their past permanent services, as has been done in the United ProAunces ; 
and does this not amount to a breach on the.part of the Government 
of the understanding on Avhich these Sub-Assistant Surgeons Avere taken 
into 1 employment ? Will the GoA-ernment Idndly reconsider this matter ? 

Sir Denys Bray : The question appears to hear such serious sig¬ 
nificance that I trust the Honourable Member Avill give me notice. 

Compulsory Retirement of Sub-Assistant Surgeons deputed to Indian 

States in Rajputana. 

384. ’•’Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : (a) Is it a fact that Sub-Assislant 
Surgeons recruited in Government service and deputed to Indian States 
L95LA U 
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in Rajputana and no longer required by those States are being compulsorily 
retired ? 

(h) If so, ■will GoA^erninent kindly .state ■whether this is done tinder 
Article 426 of the Civil Service Regulations or under any other Rule ? 

(c) If under the Ciidl Seridee Regulations, will Government kindly 
state if this unwillingness of Indian States to keep these officers in their 
service means a reduction of establishment ? 

(d) If not, "will Government state the reasons for not acting according 
to the provisions of Articles 428-429 for selections for discharge 1 

(c) Has the attention of Government been dravui in this connection to 
section 3 of Appendix 8 of the Appendices to the Chdl Service Regulations 
(printed on page 22, Edition 1922) ,? 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) The Sub-assistant Surgeons -were actuaUy 

recruited to man the dispensaries in the various States in Rajputana 
but ivere treated as Government servants lent to Indian States. When 
the. States took the dispensaries under their own control, Government 
made CA’ery etfort to provide continued employment for the Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons, but in eases where employment unfortunately 
could not be provided, there was no alternative but discharge from Gov¬ 
ernment service on compensation pension. 

(b) Under Article 426 of the Civil Service Regulations. 

(c) Yes. 

(c?) Does not arise. 

(e) Yes, but in these cases compensation was given. 

(1) iNTRODUCTIOIf OF COMPULSORY PRIMARY EDUCATION IN THE CiTY OF AJMER. 

(2) Medical Examination of the Pupils of Primary and Seconda’ry' 

Schools in Ajmer-Merwara. 

385. *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the note on education in Ajmer-Merwara that appeared in 
the Ari/ff Martan'd of Ajmer in its issue of the 16th August 1928, complain- 
iug that while compulsory primary education has been introduced in one 
of the provinces under the direct administration of the Government of 
India, viz., Delhi, no such measure has been introduced in Ajmer, which 
is also under the' direct administration of the Government of India and is 
an equally advanced province ? Will Government kindly .state when action 
will be taken : 

(1) to introduce compulsory primary education in the city of Ajmer, 

and 

(2) to introduce a system of medical examination of the pupils 

reading in the primary and secondary schools of Ajmer- 

Merwara ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; (1) The Government of India have seen the 

note referred to. The Honourable Member will probably recognise 
that conditions in A.imer and Delhi are not exactly similar. The 
question of extending the principle of compulsion to elementary educa- 
* jmer-ilerwara is. however, receiving the attention of Govern- 
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(2) The question is under examination by the local authorities. 
Mr. President : There are certain questions in the name of Mr. 

386-389) v^ith reference to the separation of the 
office of the .^sembly. I hope he will wait till the whole question is dis-" 
cussed in the House. 


(Mr. Aney thereupon did not put his questions). 
389 ''. 


Inefficiency of the Indo-Ceylon Cables. 

390. *Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to the protest made by the, Times of Ceylon and the Hindu 
of Madras in its issue of August 13th. against the inefficiency of the Indo- 
Qeylon cables ? 

(6) Is it a fact that messages sent from Ceylon to Australia can all 
too often reach their destinations in half the time that it takes to get a 
message from Ceylon to India ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the cause of the delays and the breakdowns is 
due to the antiquated s 3 "stem of cables connecting India and Ceylon ? 

(d) When do the Government of India propose to lay an under-water 
cable between Talaimannar and Rameswaram ? 

(e) What are the defects in the present cable system connecting Ceylon 
and India and how and when are they going to be remedied ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (®) Yes'. 

(b) Government have no information. 

(c) No. ■ 

(d) and (e). There are two under-wuter cables between Talaimannar 
and Rameswaram of the deep-sea type. No. 1 laid in 1885 and No. 2 
in 1895. 

Repairs and renewals of sections have been carried out from time 
to time, and as receutlj^ as October '1927, twelve miles of new cable 
were inserted in Cable No. 2. 

Both cables are in good condition and working satisfactorily. 

Musum Graveyard outside Dabagri Gate in Peshawar Cantonment. 

391. -Mr. Ismail Khan : (o) Will the Government be pleased to 
state whether the area of land situated outside Dabagri Gate in Peshawar 
Cantonment and shown in the Survey of India Department plan of the 
said Cantonment of 1866 as a “ Muslim graveyard ” was purchased by 
the Government for this purpose or whether it existed before the advent of 
the British as a eemeteiy and as such belonged to the Muslims of the place ? 

(6) In case the said land was purchased by Government and subse¬ 
quently assigned to the Muslims for a gravej^ard. will the Government be 
pleased to state the names of persons from whom it was purchased and the 
amount of compensation paid to them by the Army Department for this 
piece of land 1 


fOii Mr. President’s suggestion, these questions vere held over for the present. 
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(c) Is it a fact that the Army Department of the Government of 
India has recently addressed a letter to the General Offleer, Commanding- 
in-Chief, Northern Command, to make over this land to the Awkaf Com¬ 
mittee of Peshawar after consultation with the local civil authorities ? If the 
answer he in the affirmative, will the Government be pleased to state the 
result ? 

I 

Mr. G, M. Young : (a) The gravejmrd is believed to have existed 
before the formation of the Cantonment. It was not purchased by 
Government. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) No, Sir. There is apparently no body or Committee in 
Peshawar which can be said -to represent the Muslim community as a 
whole, and until some agreement can be reached which is acceptable 
to all concerned, the land has simply been demarcated and left as it 
is. 


Action of the Special Magistrate in the Municipality of Peshawar in 
HOLDING HIS CoURT IN THE EvENINGS. 

392. ^Mr. Ismail Khan ; (a) Are the Government aware that a 
retired Assistant Commissioner re-employed as a Sub-Registrar in Peshawar, 
has been appointed a Special Magistrate in the Municipality of Peshawar ? 

(h) Is it a fact that owing to heavy wotk devolving upon him by 
holding two offices, he is compelled to work at night and the public 
is thus constrained to attend his court at night for registration purposes 1 

(c) Is it a fact that both the Bar and the Muslim Associations have 
protested against the action of this officer in holding his court in the 
evenings ? 

(d) Will the Gov^ernment be pleased to state what action has been 
taken by the local authorities on the representations of these two Asso¬ 
ciations ? 

(e) Do the Government intend that in future no Sub-Registrar will 
be appointed as a Special Magistrate ? 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) Yes. 

(&), (c) and (d). The Special Magistrate used to hold conrt until 
a late honr, but when the inconvenience to the public was brought to 
notice bj' the Bar and liluslim Associations his case work was lightened and 
it i.'! iindenstood that his court is now closed b}'’ 6 p.m. at the latest. 

(e) No, Sir. It seems hardly necessary to lay down a general rule. 

Recruitment for the Superior Services of the North Western Railway 
OP Muslims from the North-West Frontier Provxnge. 

393. ='=]\Ir. Ismail Khan : (a) Are the Government aware that the 
staff employed East and West of the Indus at present in tlie superior service, 
m the Traffic, Loco, and Carriage Departments in North-West Frontier 
Province of the North Western Railway Administration is preponderantly 
non-hlusbin and that the proportion is inconsistent with the numerical 
strength of the hinslims in that Province ? 
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Frmittr Phased to state the number of North-Weit 

trainhio- hJ S? service or admitted for 

training bj the Divisional Superintendent, North Western Eaihvay, 
Lawalpindi, during the past five jmars ? 

of tliP^ to issue orders that in future Muslims 

Province are to be recruited for the various 
sections of the Railway Administration according to their numerical strength 
111 the Province ? 


j ^ point out to the Honourable 

Membei Diat recruitment of officers for superior service on the Nortli 
\ es ern Railway is determined by the requirements of the Railwaj" as a 
Mffiole and not of any particular section of it, and that the number of 
omeers of a particular community stationed on sections of the North 
\\ estern Railway, which are within the limits of the North-West Frontier 
I I’oyince, varies from time to time according to the posting arrangements 
of the Railway. 


(Zi) If I am lught in assuming that the Honourable Member is, as in 
the first part, of his question, referring to officers in the superior service, 
the answer is that Divisional Supei’intendents do not either give service 
to such officers or admit them for toaining. 

(c) The policy _ of the Government of India with regard to the re- 
Ciress of communal inequalities in the superior services is, I thinlc, known 
to the Honourable Member and to the House, and is in force with regard 
to the railway services. 


Paucity of Muslim Clerks and Accountants in the Military Accounts 
Department, NorthA^est Frontier Province. 

394. Ismail Khan : (o) Are the GoA^ernment aware that the 

luimber of aceountant.s and clerks in tlie Jlilitary Accounts Department 
North-West Frontier Proidnce, is about 4,275 of whom only 370 are 
hluslims ? 

(&) Is it a fact that on the representation made by the hluslim Asso¬ 
ciation, Peshawar Cantonment, in 1925, the Financial Adviser to the 
Government of India (Military Finance) instructed the Controller, hlili- 
tary Accounts, Peshawar, by his letter, dated 13th February 1926, tc 
notify to the said Association when vacancies occur in his office and that 
in future those vaeaucies are to be filled liy direct recruitment ? If so, 
will the Government be pleased to state whether these instructions are 
being acted upon ? 

(c) Is it a fact that recently 13 vacancies occurred in his offices 
which were not notified to the said Association and so they were filled up 
by non-Muslims ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) The figures 

quoted by the Honourable Member relate to the whole of India in 1926 
and not to the Peshawar District alone. 

(&) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative except that the 
instructions related only to such vacancies as are filled by direct recruit¬ 
ment. As regards the second part, I understand that the instructions are 
being followed. 
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(c) Tlie reply is in the negative so far as the office under the Con¬ 
troller of hlilitary Accounts, Peshawar, is concerned. Possibly the 
Honourable Member has in mind another office in that District which is 
controlled by the Controller of Military Accounts, Rawalpindi. I am 
making enquiry and will inform the Honourable Member in due course. 


Eleoted Repeesentattve eob. the North-West Frontier Province in 

THE Legislative Assembly. 


395. *Mr. Ismail Khan : (a) Do the Government know that the 
public of the North-West Frontier Province is anxious to have an elected 
representative in the Assembly ? 

([)) Have the Government received any representations from repre¬ 
sentative bodies on tliis sub.iect ? If so, what action do thej^ intend to take ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (o) and (h). As the Honourable 
Member is aware, the whole question of the introduction of Reforms in 
the North-West Frontier Province is under consideration and the Govern¬ 
ment of India have no doubt that, in all its aspects, it is a matter of great 
interest and importance to the public of the Province. They have not, 
however; received specific representations of the kind referred to by the 
Honourable Member. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : May I know, Sir, how long this 
question has been under the consideration of the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : With regard to the particular 
point raised in the question, as I have already stated, we have not re¬ 
ceived specific representations. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyim : Is it not a fact, Sir, that 
in their memorials to the Viceroys visiting the North-West Frontier 
Province and to the Local Administration the frontier people have 
always asked for elected representation in the Central Legislature, 
and have not the local Associations asked for elected representation in 
the Central Legislature ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; No such representations, as far 
as T am aware, have been received directly by the Government of India. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Will the Government be pleased to 
state wliat action, if any, was taken by the Government on the Re¬ 
solution about introducing Refoi’ins in the Frontier Province which was 
unanimonsly passed by the Assembly at its last Session in Delhi ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : And the Government also voted welcoming the 
Re.solution. 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; The matter is still under con¬ 
sideration. 


Nawab Sir Sabibzada Abdul Qaiyum : May I ask, Sir. if, until 
le question of Reforms is considered and .settled. Government propose 

o sen elected I'eprescntatives to this Assemblv, as sugge.sted bv the 
isray Committee ? . a- . 


No conclusions on the matter 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : 
have yet been ai-rived at. 
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The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar • T ^ 

able Member’s attention to the Appendix to the Memnr^ Honoui^ 
by the Simon Commission with ms tos^TXiTborare 

desirous of receiving information and suggestions. 


The Shikoabad-Etah-Kasganj Line. 


396. Isniail Khan : («) When do the Government expect that 
Jehangirabad-Eisghat-Garh Miikhtesar (Bast Indian Railway) line will be 
completed ? 


(&) Has any decision been reached about the location of the railway 
station in Jehangirabad ? 


Mx’. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) and (Z>). The traffic survey of the 

Shikoabad-Btah-Kasganj line which, I think, is thedine the Honourable 
Member refers to, is'now being put through. Until it has been com¬ 
pleted no decision can be reached whether the line will be taken up or 
where the stations will be located. 


, Executive Officers in Cantonments. 

397. '^Mr. Ismail Khan ; Do the Government intend to allow 
'jSome of the large Cantonments to appoint their own Executive Officers 
according to the provisions of the present Cantonments Act ? If not, why 
not ? 

Iifr. G. M. Young ; No, Sir. In reply to the second part of the 
question, Government do not think that the time has yet come when 
a-reconsideration of the answer given to the Honourable Member in 
this House on the 2nd February 1926, in reply to his starred question 
No. 539, Avould be justified. 


Restriction of the Supply of Electric Current by the Electric Power 
House in Meerut Cantonment to Military Needs. 

398. *Mr. Ismail Khan : (a) Is it a fact that Electric Power House 
in Meerut Cantonment is unable to supply electric current to all houses 
in the Cantonment'? 

(7;) Is it a fact that the Meerut Municipality is to have electricity .sup- 
jiUed to it bj’ the Public Works Department from a FaR loiowu as ‘ Bhola ki 
dlial ’ and that after supplying the Municipality a large amount of current 
wiR still he available ? If this be the ease, are Government prepared to 
consider the desirability of restricting the operations of the Military Electric 
Power House to supplying military needs and allowing the ordinary 
residents to avail themselves of the benefits of the municipal scheme ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

(5) The Government of India understand that power'will be avail¬ 
able from the Bhola Falls Hydro-Electric Scheme. The normal policy 
is for the Militar 5 ^ Engineer Services to supply military needs only. 
There is no question of departing from this policy in Meerut, and Govern¬ 
ment certainly have no objection to Cantonment Authorities or pi-ivate 
persons, who can afford it, obtaining their supply from other sources. 
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Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan ; Have Government any ohjeetiou 
to the iAIuniciiiality of i\reerut getting a license for supplying electricity 
in the areas knovn as Sadar Bazaar and Lai Koti Bazaar ? 

Mr. G. M- Y'oung : As I have ju.st explained, Government have 
certainly no objection. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Will Government is.sue orders to 
the Cantonment Authorities to allow the Municipality to include these 
areas in their license ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; I do not see how the Cantonment Authorities 
can allow the Municipality to do anything. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : The Municipality of Meerut lias 
got a license to supply electricity, and it is a controversial matter now 
pending between the two Boards whether the Cantonment Board of 
Meerut should have a license for Sadar Bazaar or the Municipality of 
Meerut should have it. If the GoAmrnmeut have no objection, will they 
issue instructions to the Cantonment Authorities of Meerut that Gov¬ 
ernment have no objection to the Municipality of Meerut including 
these areas in their license for the supply of electricity ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : That is implicit in the reply I have already 
given, namely, that Government have no objection to the Cantonment 
Authorities obtaining their supply fi’oni other sources. 

_ Mr. Muhammad Yamin Elhan : My question was, will Government 
issue instructions to that effect ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; I have declared publicly the intentions of Gov¬ 
ernment in this matter now. I do not propose to issue anj^ separate 
instructions. 


Increase in the Subsistence Allowance op Task Works Peons in the 

Telegraph Department. 

399. •'=Ii5r. N. M. Joshi ; Will Government be pleased to state whether 
they have come to some decision as regards the increase in the subsistence 
allowance given to the task works jioons in the Telegraph Department ; 
and 31 so, will they bs pleased to state what tlie decision is ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : No decision has been 
arrived at. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask why there is delay ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : It is a verv comnlioated 

Honoui-able Member will realL, is. affected 

SienT yrrL “y Honourable 

possible ' dealing with the matter as expeditiously as 


^ Delu^ery Peons op the Telegraph Department. 

steps thev hav^ t.^en^to^ihwh^ Goyerpment- be pleased to state what 
deliven- peons of the Telelaph^SS 

The No steps have heep taken. 

s attention k inTited in this connection to the 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


601 


reply to starred question No. 550 by Mr. Chaman Lall in the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly on tbe 22nd February 1927. 

Mr. N- M. JosM ; Wby bave no steps been taken ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : For the reasons given in 
the answer to the question to which. I have referred the Honourable 
Member. Briefly, the position is that Government consider that as 
regards education, as regards duties and as regards responsibilities, no 
exact parallel can be drawn between telegraph peons and postmen. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether Government will be pre¬ 
pared to put this question to arbitration ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters ; No. 

Mr, N. M. JosM : Why ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : Because Government are 
quite satisfied that their opinion is correct in this matter. 


Daily Paid Men in the STbEEs Branch oe the Telegraph Department. 


401. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Is it a fact that in the Stores Branch 
of the Telegraph Department there is a large number of employees who 
are treated as daily paid men although they haA’^e put in many years of 
regular service ? 

(h) Will GoA'ernment be pleased to .state Avhat is the total number 
of such daily paid men and hoAV many of them have served for ten years 
and more and hoAv many have served between three years and ten years . 

(o) Will Government be pleased to state Avhat steps they are taking 
to give such of these emploj’ees as have served for more than three years the 
privileges of permanent service ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters *. (®) Tes. 


(&) The total number is 337, of whom 61 have served for ten years 
or more and 126 between three 'and ten yeai.s. 

(c) Government are taking no steps in the matter as they consider 
that the existing system is the most satisfactory for the class of work 
required. 

Mr N M Joshi ; May I ask whether it is a proper system of 
recruiting ’their employees that Government should keep a large 
proportion of men who have served more than three years as 

temporary men ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : That must depend on the 
class of Avork which the men are doing. In the case of day to day AAOrk 
of this kind, the system adopted here is, I under.stand, followed in mos 
departments and in mo.st pi'ivate firms. 

Mr N M. JosM : May I ask whether Government are aware that 
it is such 'treatment of their employees that leads to industrial unre 
in this country ? 

’ The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : No. I do not admit that 


in this particular case. 

Mr. N. M. JosM : May I ask whether Government will enquire 
whether such treatment of their employees leads to unrest . 
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The Honourable Mr. A. C- McWatters : I can onl}^ say this that 
in this particular case we have had no complaint whatever at any 
time. 


Goods Shed at Buehanptir Railway Station. 

402. -^Mr. Abdul Qadir Siddiqi : (a) Will the Government state in 
what rear the poods shed at Biirhanpnr railwaj" station was construct¬ 
ed 7 

(Z») Will the Government state the approximate amount of exports and 
imports at thi.s station when the goods shed was constructed and the amount 
of export and import during the year 1926-27 ? 

(c) Are Government aware that for want of sufficient accommodation 
the goods are kept on the passenger platform and on the temporary sidings 
and are exposed to damage, and that this causes great inconvenience to the 
passengers and gives chances for accidents ? 

(d) Are Government aware that the merchants have been represent¬ 
ing their grievances for several years and no action has been taken to 
provide an adequate goods shed, sidings, etc. ? 

(e) Will the Government .state whether they propose to take early 
action in the matter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Government have no information on these 
jmints, but I am sending a copy of the Honourable Member’s question to 
the Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway in order that he maj' 
consider whether the goods traffic at this station justifies the provision 
•of further facilities. 


Railway between Khandwa and Akola. 

403. ‘Mr. Abdul Qadir Siddiqi : -(a) Will the Government state how 
1 cii the ‘■c icme ot connecGng TChandiva to Akola by a railw'fiv line has 
progressed 1 

(b) Do Goiernment jiropose to extend the work under construction 
between Alcola, Hiverkhed up to Khandwa or ivill it terminate at ITiveri 
khed ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (&). The project for a broad 

gauge line from Basin thTough Akola to Hiverklied is ready, and is at 
present being discussed with the authorities of Ilis Exalted Highness the 
Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railways. There are no immediate proposals 
for continuing the line from Hiverkhed to Khandwa. 


Stoppage of the Calcutta Mail at Burhanpiir. 

+-K Qadir Siddiqi : (a) Are Government aivare that 

Calcutta Mail at Burhanpiir was suspended on account 
in 1926 ^ train because the Nerbudda bridge was washed away 

running bv tbF question has been constructed and the train is 

SkA’to’p ‘p ““““ 

Mr A A ^ " Burhanpiir railway station ? 

the time tables obtain a copy of 

tor 1926 from which to verify the statement in the first 
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Xiart of tlie Honourable Member’s question, but I am sendinn- a copy of 
the question to the Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula Eailway in 
order that he may consider the suggestion made in the second part. 
f4:05^ and 406'*. 

4 : 407 "-— 441 -*. 


Nomination op Members op the Depressed Classes to the Local Boards 
AND Municipal Councils in Delhi Province, etc. 

442. Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Will the Government be 

pleased to state whether the principle of nominating members of the 
deiire-ssed classes to the Local Boards and I\Ianicipa! Councils in Delhi 
ProA'ince AA'as accepted by GoA’ernment ? 

'(h) Will the GoA'ernment be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
giA'ing the names of the members of the depressed classes nominated to the 
A’arious Local Boards-and Municipal Councils in Delhi ProAunce ? 

(c) (i) Will the GoA^ernment be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the members of the deiiressed classes made a representation to the 
Chief Commissioner of Delhi for the nomination of a member of the depress¬ 
ed classes to the Delhi Municipal Council ? 

(•!;') If the ansAver to the aboA'e is in the affirmative, will the GoA^ern- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table the reply given to this representation by 
the Chief Commissioner of Delhi ? 

(d) (0 Will the GoA'ernment be pleased to state, if it is a fact that 
the localities inhabited by the depressed classes in Delhi are in a most 
insanitary condition ? 

(n) Will the GoA’^ernment be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
shoAving the amount of money spent by the Delhi Municipal Committee 
during the years 1925-26, 1926-27 and 1927-28 on sanitation, education, 
roads, lighting and Avater suppl 3 ' in these localities ? 

(e) (t) Will the GoA’-errrment be pleased to state if any representation 
was made to them b 3 " the members of the depressed classes in Delhi for 
improAung these localities ? 

(u) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, Avill they be pleased 
to state what action they took on this representation ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; (a) GoA'crnment h'as accepted no such principle. 

(h) No representatiA’e of tlie depressed classes has so far been ap 
pointed a member of the local bodies in que.stion. 

(r) (?) Te.s. 

(ii) A copy of the reph’- giA’-en to the Hindu Depressed Classes 
Mission in March last i.s placed on the table. 

(dj (/) and (?V). The depres.sed classes are not confined to 003 - parti¬ 
cular area but Ihc in Amrious places in Katras or compounds. The in¬ 
sanitary conditions referred to b 3 " the Honourable Member are due partly 
to congestion and defective housing and partly to the unhygienic habits 
of the occupants themselves. No separate account is kept showing the 

tOn Mr. Pi'esidentsuggestion tliese questions were held over for the present. 

tPor .answers to these que.stions, bcc at the end of the list of starred questions for 
tlie daj-. 
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fiinoiint spent in tliese areas on the conveniences mentioned by the Honour¬ 
able Member. Public latrines have been erected, water supply has been 
placed within easy reach, public schools have been thrown open for the 
children of this class and free primary education has been established. 
There are two considerable settlements of the depressed classes in the Muni¬ 
cipal area. In one, where the land belongs to Government, arrangements for 
proper sanitation, water supply and street lighting have been made and 
drains constructed. The other is owned privately but a s 2 Decial staS was 
engaged last year to deal with its sanitation. The locality has been lighted 
and water taken to the nearest point. Proposals to acquire the whole of 
this latter area with a wew to improvements are under consideration. 
Besides, a large area of land has lately been leased on favourable terms 
for the establishment of a colony for this class. 

(e) (?) and (ii). Ho special representation has been received. Com¬ 
plaints which haA^e reached the authorities from time to time have been 
dealt with as far as possible. 


Prow the Honourable Mr. A. M. Stow, O.B.E., I.C.S., Chief Commissioner, Delhi, 

TO THE General Seceet.ary, Hindu Depressed Classes Mission. Ho. 1812-Edn. 

DATED Delhi, the 12th March 1928. 

Question of the nonunalion of a representative of the Depressed Classes to the Delhi 

Municipal Committee. 

In reply to your letter No. 3371, dated the 9tli Januarj’ 1928, to the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner, lielhi, forwarding a memorial on the snb.iect noted above, I have the honour 
to say that I have made enquiries into the statement contained in your letter to the" 
efiect that, in most of the Provincial Legislatures there are nominated representatives 
of the depressed classes. The Pun.iab Government, to whom I'referred the matter, have 
replied that there is no seat in the Punjab Legislative Council specially reserved for a 
representative of Uieso classes, and tiiat no provision exists for their separate repre¬ 
sentation on Municipal Committees in the Punjab Municipal and District Boards. 
Airangemeiits in Delhi are based on legislation and rules current in the Punjab, and 
I do not, therefore, propose to niahe any special arrangements for Delhi until the 
question is mooted in the Punjab and a decision arrived at. 


Collection of Customs Revenue at Yiramgaum. 


443. *Sir Pursbotamdas Thakurdas : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to place on tbe table a statement showing the collection of customs revenue 
at Viramgaum from 1st January 1928 to 30th June 1928 or such later 
date as they can give ? 

(i) AVill Government be pleased to indicate in the" statement referred 
to in (a) aboA’e tbe articles on which they received customs rsA’'euue 
and also the names of the Ports at which the imports were received in 
India ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if the full revenue has been 
collected in cash ? 


Koiiourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) and (cl. The total 

6th .7ulv 1927 to the 31st July, 1928. is 
5ie 33,82,154 represents duly for 

covered ftorifeth lur 

(gross), out of which Rs 93 1928, is Rs. 23,90,054 

1928. ® -3P9--917 was recovered since the 1st January, 
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' (i^) (*') Sugar, matelies, cotton and silk piece-goods, tobacco and 

cigarettes, motor cars, paper bales and bangles are tlie principal articles ; 

(ii) Ports of Baroda, Nawanagar, Porebaiidar, Junagadh and Morvi. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Do I understand that all these 
amounts haye been collected in cash and there are no outstandings ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra : I have given the figures 
of collections in my reply and I have nothing to add to what I \ave 
said. 

Proscription op the Paper Al Mvjahid pubeished in Chamarkand. 

444. *Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer : (a) Will the Government please state 
if it is a fact tliat a paper called Al Mujahid is published from Chamarkand 
in Bijaur (Indian tribal territory) ? 

(Zj) Is it proscribed in India ? 

(o) What are the reasons for taking such action against the paper 1 

(d) Have the premises of that paper been raided or are they going to 
be raided ? 

' ,Sir Denys Bray : (a) and (b). Yes,>Sii-. 

'.■'■'(c) Because it is published with the avowed intention of exciting dis- 
allection against Government. 

'k- (d’) Not so far : Chamarkand lies unfortunately in a remote and un- 
pbliced corner of our unadministered tribal lerritoiy. 

Mr. President : Sardar Kartar Singh.' 

(The Honourable Member was absent.)’ 

Sardar Gulab Singh : May I put the question, Sir ? 

Mr. President : I cannot give permission because I have not been in¬ 
formed. Has the Honourable Member been asked by Sardar Kartar 
Singh to put his question ? 

Sardar Gulab Singh : Yes. 

'Mr. President : He has not sent any intimation to the Chair. 

t445*^ to 450k 

Leader in the Times of India regarding Tours of the President of the 

' LEGisLATnrE Assembly. 

451. '^Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Has the attention of the Honourable 
the President of the Legislative Assembly been drawn to an editorial in the 
Times of India in which it asks " who pays for the As.'^embly President 
Air. Y. J. Patel’s gadding about the country ” ? 

(h) Is the Honourable the President aware that a telegraphic summary 
dated August 23rd, of the said article appeared in most of the Indian news¬ 
papers ? 

(c) Has the attention of the Honourable the President been further 
drawn to the observations in the said leader oL^tlie Times of India as con¬ 
tained in a telegraphic summary thereof, assorting “ that kir. Patel does 

iFor ansv.er'! to these questions, see at the 'end of the li.st of starred questions'for 
the day. 
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not, like Sir Frederick Whyte, possess a deep fund of expert knowledge and 
experience of Parliamentary practice out of which to give advice and 
assistance ” 1 

(d) Is the Honourable the President aware that the said newspaper 
protests “ as a tax-payer ” against the expenditure of public funds and 
expects the tax-payer’s representatives in the Legislative Assembly to make 
sure that no such expenditure is allowed ? 

(e) Will the Honourable the President be pleased to communicate to 
the House the actual expenses for a year incurred by way of tours by the 
said Sir Frederick Whjde, the former President of the Assembly, and the 
present President ? 

(/) flas the attention of the Honourable the President been drawn to 
this observation of th^ said newspaper : ‘ ‘ For what purpose is it one of those 
conventions that he pretends to make ” ? 

{g) Will the Honourable the President be pleased to state whether he is 
making a convention or following a precedent ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the Joint Committee of Parliament expected 
of the President of the Indian Legislative Assemblj^ to tour over the 
country in connection with the work of the Provincial Legislatures ? 

Mr. President : This is a question addressed to the Chair. I thinlc 
ordinarily questions are not permissible in that form, but I have allowed this 
question to be put down on the paper with a view to enable me to make a 
statement on the subject of this question.. I hope the Honourable Member 
■will wait till I malie my statement. 

Mr. 0-. S. Ranga Iyer ; Yes, Sir.' 

1452” to 456!^. 


Discoxtext amoxg Graduate Clerks ix the Post Offices in Presidenot ' 

Towns. 


457. *Mr. A. H. Ghuzna'vi : (a) Are tbe Government aware that 
serious discontent is prevailing among graduate clerks in the post offices 
in Presidency towns ? ; ' 


(h) Are the Government aware that the graduate clerks in the 
Presidency post offices -n’-ho were enlisted before 1926 and rendered 3 to 
4 years’ service are getting less than Rs. 74 whereas ra-w graduates enlisted 
in 1926-27 are getting Es. 74 and Rs. 80 per month ? 

(c) Do Government propose to take steps to rectify the above anomalies 
at an early date ? 


The Honourable Mr. A. 0. Me Watters : (a) Government are not 
aware of any serious discontent. Some representations received are 
under consideration. 


(h) The facts are substantially as stated by the Honourable Member. 
TT Honourable Member is referred to the answer given bv the 

auTsfen Jogiah-s mstarred 


tlie <laT. 


IFor an<i\\pra to tlics-e qi)P.stions, ‘•ee at the oti.I +i t . , 

lay- ^ tlip hst of starred questions for 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


607 


' Char»es for Tourists’ Cars on the different Railways. 

468. *Mr. A. H. G-IhizurvI : (o) Are tlie Govermneiit aware that at 
present there is not much demand for tourists’ ears on the different rail¬ 
ways ? 

, (6) Are the Government aware that this is due to the exorbitant rates 

charged for tourists’ ears ? 

(c) Do Government propose to cheapen the rates of tourists’ cars sn 
as to make them popular ? 

(d) Do Government propose to provide second class tourists’ cars as 
■well ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The information in possession of Govern¬ 
ment shows that there is a very large demand for these cars, particularly 
in the cold weather. 

(&) No. 

♦ 

(c) As has been explained, there is a very large demand for these 
cars during the winter at the present rates. Dui-ing the .summer months 
the rates are reduced b}’^ 50 per cent, by the State-managed Railways and 
the Bombay, Barocla and Central India Railway. 

“ (d) Government do not contemplate putting on second class tourist 
cars at present. Experiments are shortlj’- to be made on certain Railways 
with third class tourist ears. 

Issue op Monthly Time-Tables by the Eastern Bengal and the East 

Indian Railways. 

459. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Are the Government aware 
that great hardships are caused to the travelling public by the absence of 
monthly time-tables on the Eastern Bengal Railway and the East Indian 
Raihvay, especially because very great changes are sometimes effected in the 
time-tables of these Railways before six months are over ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, do Government propose 
to direct that these Railways issue monthly time-tables showing onlj^ the 
timings of the different trains at the cost of one anna per copy ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : It is probably true that some inconvenience is 
caused when the timings of trains are altered between issues of the six- 
monthly time-tables now usually prepared on Railways. The Railway 
Itoard will consider whether it is possible to remove this inconvenience 
either by the issuing of more frequent time-tables or by other measures. 

Provision of proper Lights and Fans in the Shuttle Train between 

Cheoki and Allahabad. 

460. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Are the Government aware 
of the great inconvenience of the travelling public in the shuttle train 
between Cheoki and Allahabad for the want of the proper provision of fans 
and lights i 

(Zj) If the answer to part (o) is in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to make arrangements for providing proper lights and fans in the 
above-mentioned train at any early date ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government have received no complaint 
to this effect. 

(6) A copy of the Honourable Member’s question will be sent to the 
Agent, East Indian Railway, who will I am sure rectify any defects there 
may be ni the service. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru ; May I ask the Honourable Member to 
suggest to the Agent that the best way of removing this defect would be 
to take the Bombay Mail to Allahabad instead of asking the passengers 
for Allahabad to get out at Gheoki ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I will communicate the Honourable Member’s 
suggestion to the Agent. 

[At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Lala Lajpat Rai, one of the Panel of Chairmen.] 

Water Works for IGasauli. 

461. ’’"Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Are Government aware that some 
year.s back there was a scheme for starting a water works at Kasauli ? 

(&) Is it a fact that the public of Rasauli are in -want of a proper 
supply of drinlcing water ? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider a scheme to draw water for the 
public from a place near Jabli station on the Kalka-Simla Railway ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am making inquiries and wdll let the Honour¬ 
able Member know the result. 

Accidents on Railways in 1927. 

462. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Will the Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the number of railway accidents 
during last year with the number of casualties in each case 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I have sent the Honourable Member a state¬ 
ment showing the number of accidents which occurred during 1927-28 
together with the number of casualties from those accidents. Pull details 
will be found in Appendix D to Vol. H of the Railv.my Board’s report 
for 1927-28 which will be published in Novembei*. 

Promotion of Subordinate Employees of the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 

463. ’’Mr. N M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether there are any rules for making appointments in the 
higher grade from among the subordinate employees of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway ; if so, what are these rules : 

(Zj) whether there have been innumerable complaints from the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railwaj’' staff of (i) indiscriminate 
promotions to the junior men superseding the claims of many 
competent men though senior in service, and (ii) of mailing 
direct recruitment thereby superseding the claims of the 
officials in service ; if so, what action has so far been taken on 
these complaints ; 
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(c) whether in future definite instructions will be issued to the 

heads of Departments of the Great Indian Penimsula 
Raiway Administi’ation requiring promotions to the higher 
grades fi'om among the senior and competent men ? 

. Mr. A. A. L. Parsons (a)^ Promotions are made in accordance with 
"Seniority combined with suitability and merit. Other things being equal, 
the senior man is given the promotion. 

(&) No, though no doubt complaints have been received from indi¬ 
viduals who have not received promotion owing to the principle explained 
in my reply to (a) I understand each such complaint is investigated by 
the Deputy Agent. 

. _ M I haA'e explained, seniority and competence are taken 

into account in making promotions and no further instructions seem to 
be needed. 

Classification of Guards, Engine Drivers and Tioket Collectors on 
TEE Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

464. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(а) whether the guards, the engine drivers and ticket collectors 

working on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway are divided 
into two classes or grades, viz., “A ” and “ B ” ; 

(б) "whether it is a fact that employees in “ A ” grade are Europeans 

and Anglo-Indians and those in “ B ” grade Indians ; 

(o) whether the division is based on i-acial grounds ; if not, what 
are the rules governing this classification ; 

(d) what are the qualifications and scales of pay of the employees 

of each class ; 

(e) whether it is a fact that rules relating to leave, and other 

privileges governing the two grades are different ; if so, what 
are the rules applicable to e'ach grade ; 

(/) the reasons for this differentiation ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parson : (a) Guards ai-e divided into two grades “ A ” 
and " B ” and into classes within those grades. Drivers are divided 
into four classes “ A ”, “ B ”. “ C ” and “ D ”. Ticket collectors are 
divided into tAvo grades, loAver and higher., 

- (h) The Agent informs me that this is not'the case. No grade or 
class is restricted to any particular race. 

(c) No. But 'I find in the rules governing the classification, Avhich 
I obtained'in order to ansAver the Ilonourable Member’s question and of 
which I am sending him copies, a provision that Avhen a qualified Euro¬ 
pean or Anglo-Indian ticket collector Avorks temporarily as a guard he 
Avill be paid the minimum pay of a probationary guard Grade “ A 
The RailAvay Board are instructing the Agent that this, rule must either 
be cancelled or made applicable to all ticket collectors irrespective of 
race. 

(d) The rules, copies of Avhich I am sending the Honourable Meniber, 
state the qualifications and scales of pay for guards aud driv'ers. _ Ticket 
eoUectbrs are graded according to educational qualifications and suitability 

L95LA • ' ■ 
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and the scale of pay of the loAver grade is^rom Rs. 30 to Rs. 50 and of the 
higher grade from Rs. 60 to Rs. 90. 

(e) and (/). The leave of staff engaged after the 1st of July, 1925, is 
regulated by the Fundamental Rules applicable to Government servants 
generally. The staff of the Great Indian Peninsula Raihvay vho were 
taken over by Government on the 1st of July, 1925, remain under the old 
Company’s rules as paid of the arrangement under which they were taken 
over. In neither case is distinction made according to grades. 

' Mr. N. M. Joshi : With reference to the answer to part (5) may 
ask whether the Government of India have scrutinised the figures of 
guards and drivers in class “ A ” and found out whether these classes 
are made to keep up the racial distinction in substance, if not in name 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Government of India do not know what' 
the particular composition is. I understand the position to be that in 
the past a large number of Europeans or Anglo-Indians were taken into 
grade “ A ” and that ordinarily Indians were not taken into grade “ A ”. 
Therefore at present the composition in grade “A ” is largely either 
Euro]3ean or Anglo-Indian. That is not now the ride and as men retire 
from that grade and others come in, the composition will be varied. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Has the Honourable Member assured himself that 
Indians are recruited direct to " A ” grade ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Agent has assured me that they are now 
recruited to “ A ” grade. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask, in view of the fact that there is an im¬ 
pression that these grades are made in order to keep up racial distinctions 
in substance though not in name, whether Government will make an in¬ 
quiry and place the figures on the table of tliis House ? 

Mr. A. A. L Parsons : I do not see any reason for making such an 
inquiry. I have explained the exact position, and I think the impres¬ 
sion to which the Honourable Member has referred relates to what has 
happened in the past. I have no reason to believe there is now' racial 
discrimination in this matter. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will not that impression be removed if the 
Honourable Member gives figures for Indians in grade “ A ” during .the 
past year ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid I feel rather hopeless about re¬ 
moving the Honourable Member’s impressions on this matter, whatever 
statistics I get for him. 

Sir Hari Singh Gonr : The Honourable Member’s impression may., not 
be removed but the general impression that prevails in the country is 
that though the distinction has been nominally removed it really remains^. 
May I ask the Honourable Member to reconsider his decision and place 
the figures on the table 1 


Pandit Hirday Nath Kunani: May I know if the Honourable Member 
n aware hat this state of things also exists on the, East Indian Railway 

Rail^j' Prasad Singh ; And also on the Bengal and North-Western 


wav^d Gw on the Oudh and Rotilkhand Rail- 

waj and the Rohilkund and Kumaon Railway ? 
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The Honourable Sir .George Rainy ; I think the Honourable lilombers 
who have put questions about a number of. other Railways should give> 
notice of them. As rjsgards the question put by my Honourable friend 
Mr. Joshi, I will look into the matter and consider w'hetlier it would not 
be desirable that the figures he wants for the past ^'^ear should be given. 

Pandit Hdrday Nath Kunzru : In view of the fact that similar ques¬ 
tions have been put in this House about the East Indian Raihvay, would 
Government mind inquiring into the state of things on that Railway 
also ? - 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I think the Honourable Member 
should give notice of a question on that matter if he Avishes it to be in¬ 
quired into. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru ; Do not Government know that I have 
repeatedly put questions on this subject in the House ? 

Thb Honourable Sir George Rainy : It is quite clear, Sir, from !Mr.' 
Joshi’s question what is the precise point that he wants to be enquired 
into, and what are the figures he wants. It is by no means clear what 
would be the exact point in connection with the East Indian Raihvay. 
It js for that reason that the Honourable Member should give notice. 

Inordinate Delay on the Payment oe Salaries to the Subordinate 
Staff of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

466. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : 'Will GoA'ernment be pleased to state : 

(a) Avhether the subordinate employees of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Raihvay Administration have been complaining for the long 
and inordinate delay in the payment of their monthly salaries j 

(5) the dates on Avhich the salaries are paid to the employees of 
different grades and at different .stations ; 

(c) whether they Avill take steps to see thht payment of salaries is 
not in any case delayed beyond the first week of every' 
month ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) No such complaints have been received. 

(6) I am sending the Honourable Member statements shoAving dates 
on which different grades are paid on various divisions. 

(c) It is not possible to arrange that payment of salaries is in no case 
delayed more than 7 days beyond the close of the period by the Avork of 
which the salaries have been earned. The Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way Administration are taking steps to secure that there should be no' 
avoidable delay. 

Mr. N. M!. Joshi : May I ask with regard to (a) Avhether no such 
complaints have been received either by the Agent or by the Govern¬ 
ment ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Certainly no complaints have been recei'V'ed 
by the Government of India or by the Railway Board. The information 
which I gave the Honourable Member in my reply is that which I received 

from. the A gent. 

Ij95LA 
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Mr. M. S. Aney : Is it not a fact that complaints in these matters are 
ordinarily made to the Agent and not to the Railway Board ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Will the Honourable Member kindly repeat the 
question ? 

Mr M. S. Aney : Is it not a fact that complaints of this nature are 
ordinainly made to the Agent and not to the Railway Board ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Yes, Sir, it is certainly a matter with which 
the Agent should deal. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : If that is so, is it not the duty of the Railway 
Board to inquire from the Agent whetlier complaints of that nature have 
been received ? 

Mr A. A. L. Parsons : And that is why, as I have already explained, 
I did make inquiries from the Agent. 


G-eant of a Weekly Rest Day to the Staff of the Geeat Indian 

Peninsula Railway, 


466. 'Mr. N M. Joshi ; Will Government he pleased to state : 


(o) whether the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Admini.stration has 
proposed to inerea.se tlie daily working hours of the staff in 
order to give a weekly off-day ; 

(b) what are the exact proposals of the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway Administration to give effect to the Geneva Con¬ 
vention ; 

(c) whether Government will see that a weekly off-day is given 

without increasing the present hours of worli i 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : {a) and (b). A large number of the staff 
on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway already ivork for 60 or less hours 
per week in accordance with the terras of the Washington Convention. It 
is not proposed to increase the number of hours they ivork in each week, 
but, in order to give them the benefit of a weekly rest day in accordance 
with the Geneva Convention, the introduction of a system of rostering has 
been .suggested under which they will work 12 hours a clay instead of 8 
on two dajcs in tlie week and 8 lioiirs a das’- on'the remaining four days. 
To this extent the working hours on certain days would be increased, but 
the men would receive in one week a continuous rest of 40 hours and in the 
next two weeks a continuous rest of ’12 hours without any increase in the 
number of tlieir worlcing hours. 

_ (c) Government consider that the proposals of the Agent of the Great 
Wdbm Peninsula Raihvay are weU devised to give effect to both the 
Washington and Geneva Conventions, but they understand that he has 
iniorined the staff concerned that if they can,put forward alternative pro¬ 
posals they iviii he considered. 


Mr. N. M Joshi; May I ask whether it is not in the interests of Hie 
twelve"hoius*'a'day T I’ailway servants should not be asked to. work 


arra^^iimu^s ^ ^ think that fliere is any fear that if the 

arran,,cmeuts vluch the Agent has proposed are put into force by wliicli 
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will thei holL hours jmd 

ers will Tint 1 ^ longer period of rest, the interests and safety of passeng- 

sut Jei looked after. The Honourable Member appears to 

t sliould be taken to give effect to the Geneva CJonveu- 

1 reduce the hours of work below tho‘-e laid 

down by the Washington Convention. 


+1 j' ' 1 ^ 03 ’- I ask Avhether the GoA’^ernment of India are 

« arc la ilie hours fixed, by the Washington Convention are )iiaxLTTnini 
louis ana are not hours Avhieh must necessarily be exceeded ? 

Mp A. A. L. Parsons ; The Government of India are aware of the posi- 
lon, and as the Honourable Member will see from my original replj^, the 

nours of work on the Great Indian Peninsula RailAvay are "-enerallv 56 
and not 60. ^ ^ , 


Geant op Casual and Peivilege Leave to the Suboedinate Staff op the 

Geeat Indian Peninsula Railavay. 

I 467. *Mr. N. M. Joshi'; Will GoAmi-nment be pleased to state ; 

(d) whether the production of the certificate from the Railway 
Doctor is inAmriably insisted upon bj^ the Great Indian 
Peninsula Raihvay Administration from their suboi’dinate 
emploj’^ees for obtaining either casual or priAulege leaA’^e in case 
of illness ; 

(&) whether it is a fact that the officials aa’Iio become suddenly iU 
are denied the request oif casual leave for a period up to three 
'■ daj’’s, even though supported by a certificate from a registered 

medical practitioner under AA'hose treatment he may be ; 

(c) whether the certificate referred to in part (b) above is sent for 

, countersignature to the Raihvaj’ Doctor AAdio refuses to counter¬ 
sign it inasmuch as tli.e,.pfficial is returned to Avork after a 
short illness ; 

(cZ) whether it is a fact that the subordinate officials working at 
Wadi Bunder in Eombav- are not giA-en any da 3 ’'’s casual leaA'e 
e\en for nio.st urgent and sudden emergency unless they 
preAuously apply ; if .«:0, Aviietlicr the Government Avrll take 
steps to remoA^e tlie gricA'anee of the staff ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (g) No medical certificate is required for 
casual leave or privilege leave from AAdiatever motiAm it niaj- be applied 
for. 

(b) From the reiilj'' so far recewed to mj”- enquiry- I liaA’e not been able 
to ascertain Avhat the exact position is. I am therefore making further 
enquiries from the Agent and Avill communicate again Avith the Honour¬ 
able Member. 

(c) The countersignature of the Raihvay Medical Officer is required ; 
it is not refused AAdthout good reason. 

(d) No. The ordinary rule is that if a man absents himself Avithout 
leave, leave aagU not subsequently be granted for the da.ys of absence. 
This is of course necessary to prevent dislocation of Avork ; but tins rule 
is not enforced in cases of sickness or of absence on account of unfore¬ 
seen circumstances. 
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Gkant op Peesonal ' Pay and Advance Incbements to Subordinate 
Oppiciais on the Great Indian Peninsula Rail-way. 

468. *Mr. N. M. JosM : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(c) wlietber it is a fact that the Railway Board has accepted a 
principle of giving advance increments and personal allowance 
in the case of officials whose yearly promotion has been, retard¬ 
ed through no fault of thoir own for a period of five years 
and can claim a special grant of advance increments and 
personal allowance ; 

(i) whether they are aware that there are a number of eases of sub¬ 
ordinate officials on tlie Great Indian Peninsula Railwaj’- who 
have been clocked (sic) on one scale of pay through no fault 
of their own ; if so, whether thej’’ apply the same prin¬ 
ciple in respect of subordinate staff also ; df not, why not ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Ordinarily, personal pay is not granted 
to an officer, unless he has been at least five years on the same pay ; but 
this is by no means the onl 3 ^, or the most important, criterion, I will send 
the Honourable Member a copy of the instructions with regard to both 
personal pay and advance increments, if he wishes. 

(6) The orders apply equally to subordinates. 


Discharge of Five Men employed at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Penin¬ 
sula Railway, 


469. *Mr. N, M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that five persons wmrking at Wadi Bunder 
in Bombay-on the Great Indian Peninsula Railwa 3 >- were dis- 
- - charged at the end of 1926 under pleg of es+ab- 

them'^had 

■•'■^^^““«^<iDnsed tq^.iuc-r7'i'='-^-'d,'JiOrt luaxiy^Neais bc 

put in ; 

‘ (6) whether new men have since been employed ; 

(cl whether those discharged men -were re-employed ? 

Mr A A L. Parsons : I am collecting the information and will com- 
muicate with the Honourable Member in due course. 


Discontent among the Subordinates of the Electrical Branch of th 
Indian Postal and Telegraph Department. 

470. -mr. H. M. Joshi : Are the Government aware of the great and 
long-standing discontent existing among the subordinate ranks o le 
Electrical Branch of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs over ^he^ 
prospects, and conditions of ser\ace under the dual control of the Trafhe and 
the Engineering Branches 1 Do the Government propose taking any steps 
to improve the efficiency of the Branch and remove the disabilities now 
obtaining 1 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters *. Government understand,that 
certain representations from the subordinate ranks . of the Electrical 
w Telegraphs Department have just been received 

e Director-General and will be considered by him .in due co-urse. . 
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Abolition of the Punishment of Flogging. 

471. *Mr. M. S. Alley (on beliall of Lala Lajpat Eai) : (a) Has tbe 
atlcntion of tlie Government been draAvn to an article relating to 
' ‘ Flogging ’ ’ whieli appeared in the People, dated September 29th ? 

(6) Will the Government state its attitude towards the abolition of 
the punishment of “ Flogging ” ? 

The Honourable Mr, J. Crerar : (ct) Government have seen the article 
referred to. 

(Z)) Government consider that whipping whether as a judicial punish¬ 
ment or as a jail penalty cannot be entirelj^ dispensed with. While they 
'hold that the Whipping Act of 1909 should be retained on the Statute- 
book I would inform the Honourable Member that Government issued 
instructions in 1925 through Local Governments and High Courts re¬ 
quiring magisti’ates to confine the application of section 3 of the Act in 
practice to cases in Avhich both the status of the offender and the nature 
of the offence make the punishment of whipping suitable. As a jail 
penalty whipping is now inflicted only for mutiny or for conduct seri¬ 
ously affecting the discipline of the prison or for incitement thereto, for 
serious assaults on any public servant or visitor or, after other punish¬ 
ments have failed, for other offences of a specially grave nature. 

Closing of the Mall at Dera Ismail Khan to the Indian Public. 

'472 *Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh ; (a) Is it a fact that the local autho¬ 
rities of Dera Ismail Khan have closed the Mall Road of that place to the 
Indian public, on the ground that its surface was sinking ? If so, why 
is the road not repaired ? 

(6) Is it ,a fact that military lorries, Europeans, motor-cars of 
Europeans, their horses, dogs, sweepers, khansamas, bearers, etc., are 
allowed to pass over the Mall, but not Indian gentlemen ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the citizens of Dera Ismail Khan held a public 
meeting about the 21st August 1928 to protest against this objectionable 
order, and the President of the meeting said that he “ went to the road 
in order to copy the order, but was stopped bj^ a policeman on duty, who 
said that he had orders that it was meant to be read and not copied ” {vide 
the Leader, dated the 25th August 1928) ? 

{d) Will Government be pleased to lay a copy of this order on the 
table ; and also state what steps, if any, are being taken to withdraw it ? 

IMr. G. M. Young : The Mall Road in Dera Ismail Khan Cantonment 
has been temporarily closed to the public by the Cantonment Board 
under the powers vested in them under section 192 of the Cantonments 
Act, owing to the fact that through lack of rain the road surface was 
breaking up. 

An exception was, however, made in favour of aU persons, whether 
Indian or European, who actuallj’’ reside on the Mall Road, and who obvi¬ 
ously could not be debarred from its use. 

A copy of the order in question is laid on the table. 
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The Government have no further infoi’mation. but they presume^ that 
the road will be repaired as quickly as possible, wlien tbe order will be 
withdrawn. 


Notice. 

Omng to the lack of rain and the breaking up of the surface of the Mall, it is 
hereby cleelaieo andor section 292 (3) of the Cantonments Act, 1924, that the_ Mall 
is temporarily closed to all traffic with the exception of persons actually resident in the 
Mall. 


Mr. Ga,ya Prasad Singh : May I know if tbe Ilonoui-able the Foreign 
Secretary has any thing to say on this question ? 

Sir Denys Bray : Iti would be impossible for me to put tlie answer 
more nea,tly, 

Number of Applications made by Assessees in the Delhi Province under 
Section 27 or the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 

473. *Lala Bang Behari Lai : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state bow many petitions were made by the asses.sees in the Delhi 
Province under section 27 of the Income-tax Act 11 of 1922 for a fresh 
assessment on the ground of sufficient cause during the last three years ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state how many out of these 
petition.s were accepted by the Income-tax Officer, Delhi ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state how many assessees 
whose petitions were rejected under section 27 filed appeals from the orders 
of rejection during the last three j’-ears ? 

(d) Will tlie Government be pleased to state how many of these 
appeals were successful ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) The number of 
applications presented by assessees under section 27 was 278 in 1925-26, 
201 in 1926-27 and 104 in 1927-28. 

(b) Of these, 70 were successful in 1925-26, 45 in 1926-27 and 14 in 
1927-28. 

(o) and (cZ). The information is not available. It will he obtained 
and supplied to the Honourable Member. 


Grant of a Right of Appeal to Persons who receive Notices under 
Section 22 (2) and (4) of the Indian Income-tax Act as Agents 
OF Non-Residents liable to Assessment. 


474. ’'■Lala Rang Behari Lai : (a) Has the attention of the Govern- 
nmnt, been drawn to the cases of persons who receive notices under section 
21 . (2) and section 22 (4) of the Income-tax Act as agents of non-residents 
lia 3. e to asse^ment nnder section 42 of the said Act, but who deny being 
persong and are unable to comply with the notices but are 
of appeal ^ Income-tax Officer and have no right 

^ Do Government propose to make a provision for appeal in such 


cases 


of Revenue Nath Mitra ; {a) The Central Board 

not leeexved any representations on the subject to 
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which, the Honourable Member refers. It is not the case, as he suggests, 
that no appeal lies in such cases. Anyone who is assessed under sec¬ 
tion 23 (4) may apply to the Income-tax Officer under section 27 to 
re-open the assessment on the ground that he was prevented by suffi¬ 
cient cause from making the^retui-n required by section 22, or from 
complying tvith notices issued under section 22 (4) or section 23 (2). 
If the application is rejected he has an appeal to the Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner under section 30 (1). He may also if necessary move the Com¬ 
missioner to exercise his revisional i>ovrers under section 33. If a point 
of law is involved, he may claim a reference to the High Court under 
section 66 (2) and if necessary move the High Court to direct the Com¬ 
missioner to make a reference to it under section 66 (3). 

The fact, if established, that a person was ‘‘ unable to comply Avith 
a notice ” Avould obviously be a “ sufficient cause ” for not complying 
with it. 

(b) Does not arise. 


QUESTIONS NOT PUT AT THE MEETING OWING TO THE 

ABSENCE OP THE QUESTIONERS, AND ANSWERS TO THE 

SAME. 

Recruitment of the Clerical Staff in Army Headquarters. 

407. ^Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the Indian Stores 
Department and the offices of the Drieetor-Gcneral, Posts and Telegraphs, 
and the Director General of ObserA’'atorips are offices attached or subordinate 
to the Department of Industries and Labour ? 

(&) Is it a fact that each of these offices gets its staff froin the Public 
Service Commission direct and not through the Department of Industries 
and Labour ? 

(c) Is it also a fact that similarly there are attached offices of the De¬ 
partments of the Education, Health and Lands, Finance. Commerce and 
Home ? 

(fZ) Is it a fact that all of the attached offices subordinate to ih.e Depart¬ 
ments mentioned in (c) also get their recrnits direct Horn die Public Sei- 
A'iee Commission and that they have got their own officer Avho deals with 
the establi-shment cases ? 

(e) Is it a fact that none of the main offices u’hich has got attached 
offices has any officer simply dealing with the appointments, leave and trans¬ 
fers of the clerical establishment of the attached offices ? 

(f) If the reply to (a) and (c) are in the affirmative, Avill the GoA^orn- 
ment please state if Army Headquarters are not subordinate or attached 
offices to the Army Department ? 

(g) Is it a fact that CA'ery Branch of the Army Headquarters has got 
its OAvn Officer Supervisor who deals with the establishment ? 

(7i) If the reply to (g) is in the affirmative, will the GoA’-emment please 
state the reasons for keeping the post of the Officer Supervisor in the Army 
Department who is doing recruitment Avork for the Army Headquarters ? 

(i) Will the Government please let this House know why the Officer 
Supervisors in the different Branches of the Army Headquarters should not 
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get the staff direct from the Public Service Commission as is done in the 
Civil Departments ? 

(. 7 ) In view of the above facts, do Government propose to consider 
the advisability of abolishing the post of Officer Supervisor wdth its staff 
in the Army Department to refieve the Indian tax-payers from this 
burden ? 

(k) If they cannot abolish this post, do Government propose to consider 
the advisability of abolishing other Officer Supervisors’ appointments in 
all the Branches ? If not, -why not ? 

Mr. Gr. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

[b) Yes, so far as the Indian Stores Department is concerned. The 
recruitment of the staff for the offices of the Director General, Posts 
and Telegraphs, and the Director General of Obsei’vatories is not done 
through the Public Service Commission. 

(cj and (d). Yes, except that the Commerce Department has no 
attached office. 

(e) Yes. > 

(/) Not in the sense in which the description is applied to the 
offices mentioned in (c). 

ig) Yes. 

(h) There is no post of Officer Supervisor in the Army Department. 
The recruitment work for Army Headquarters is performed by the 
"Establishment Officer but it forms only a part of his duties. 

(?) As a matter pf administrative convenience in order to obtain 
a single co-ordinating authority the Army Headquarters clerical staff 
IS controlled by the Secretary, Army Department, and all questions 
concerned with recruitment are dealt wdth in his office. For Army 
Headquarters to recruit direct from the Public Service Commission 
would throw a very great burden of work on the Public Service Com¬ 
mission^ and would undoubtedly result in much overlapping and un¬ 
economical 'working. 

(i) No. 

(k) No. The duties of Officer Supervisors are by no means con- 
toed to appointments and are suffieieutlj" onerous to justify their reten- 


Recruitment of the Clerical Staff for Army Headquarters. 


n, V. Singh : (a) Will the Government please state 

A?mv appointments made by the Officer Supervisor of the 

manJ of i January, 1925, and how 

manj of i tiem arc Muhammadans, Hindus and Sikhs ? 


aO’ Government also 

officer asked for men from the Pul 

(c) Will Government be pleai 


(1) Muhammadans 

(2) Siklis, and 


pleased to state how many times this 
Service Commission since then ? 

to state the number of— 
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’ (3) Hindus 

asked lor on each occasion ? 

(d) Is it a fact that this officer when he did not once get Muham¬ 
madans asked the Public Service Commission to send Muhammadans 
■even though the;^ had none and the Public Service Commission was specially 
asked to supplement the list of passed candidates by Muhammadans only 
from the unpassed men who appeared at the last examination ? 

(e) Will the Government please state how many times he asked for 
Sikhs ? If not, why not ? 

(/) Is it not a fact that the Sikhs are included in minority communities? 
If so, was any Sikh candidate sent for from the Public Service Commis¬ 
sion in the letter referred in (d> ? If not, why not ? 

(g) Is it a fact that the assistant in the office of the Officer Supervisor 
entrusted with this work is a Muhammadan and that he always asks for 
JMuhammadans only and never anji- man from the Sikh or Indian Christian 
■community ? If so, will the Government please put some senior assistant 
Qther than the Muhammadan or a Hindu in charge of this work ? 

(h) Do Government propose to appoint Sikhs in future vacancies in 
the Army Headquarters ? 


Mr. G. M. Young ; (a) Total appointments made .. 738 

Hindus .. .. .. 305 

Muhammadans .. .. 211 

Sikhs .. .. .. 47 


The figures neeessarity include appointments which have been given to 
the same men on different occasions or in different offices throughout 
the period of 3 years. 

(h) The exact number is not known, but it is probably several 
hundreds. 

(c) No particular community is normally asked for. 

(d) The Ar my Department did on one or two occasions ask for 
Muliammadans. The Public Service Commission were unable to comply 
fully with the request. The Army Department never asked for un¬ 
passed men. 

(e) As far as I know Sikhs were never asked for because there was 
always an ample proportion of them in the office as compared with 
Muhammadans and Hindus. 

(/) Yes. No Sikh candidate Avas asked for for the reasons at (e) 
above. 

(p) The assistant is a Muhammadan but he Avorks under the orders 
of the Establishment Officer and has no control in selecting the castes 
required. It is untrue to saj^ that requisitions are confined to Muham¬ 
madans. The last part of the question does not arise. 

(h) It will be apparent from (a) 'that Sikhs are being appointed in 
a sufficient proportion. 
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Sikh Stenographers and Eeporters in the Government op India Secre¬ 
tariat. 

409. *Sardai’ Kartar Singh • (o) Is it a fact that there is not a single 
Sikh stenographer or Reporter in the Secretariat ? 

(h) Is it a fact that Public Service Commission is going to hold an 
examination for this ? 

(c) If so, do Government propose to take Sikhs alike Muhammadans 
for appointment in the offices as stenographers ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable lilr. J, Crerar : («) No Sikhs are permanently em¬ 
ployed as Reporter.s or Stenographers in the Government of India Sec¬ 
retariat at present, but two are officiating as Stenographers. 

(h) Not in the near future. 

(c) The question does not arise. 


Duties op the Muhammadan Member op the Public Service Cojimission. 

410. -^Sardar Kartar Singh : Will the Government be pleased to state . 
whether it is the duty of the Muhammadan klember appointed on the 
Public Service Commission to look after the interests of the Muhammadan 
community alone ? If so, who is the ■ Member to safeguard the interests 
of the other minority communities ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The answer to the first part of the 
(question is in the negative : the second part does not arise. 

Training op Indian Youths in the Security Printing Press, Nasik. •• 

411. *Sardar Kartar Singh : Has the proposal to train Indian youths 
in the Security Printing Press, Nasik, and then send them to England for 
further training for ultimate appointment in that line, been matured 1 If 
so, from which Province and community and how was the last xecrnitment 
made ? What are the prospects of that line ! 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : No such proposal has 
hitherto been considered by the Government of India. The question 
was raised by the Standing Finance Committee at its meeting on the 
30th August 1928, and it will receive in due course the most careful con¬ 
sideration of Government. With reference to the last part of his ques¬ 
tion, I shall hand to the Honourahie Member a statement showing 'the 
paj^ now drawn by the employees of the Security Printing Press in 
superior pensionable service. 


Lavatories in the Third and Intermediate Class Compartments on the 

ELalka-Simla Railway. 

412. Sardar Kartar Singh : Has the attention of the Government 
lavatories in the third and intermediate class eompart- 
so narrmv - Are Government aware that they are 

enter tlirmirrli tv, possible for a healthy man to conveniently 

them ! iSfdifficulty he cannot make use of 
If not, why not 1 propose to take early steps to remove this difficulty? 
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• • : The answer to the first pan of the Question 

lavatories in all classes of passenger stock on 
tne Jvalka-foiinla Railway are unavoidably small owing to the restricted 
dimensions of vehicles on a narrow gauge railway ; but owing to the 
frequent halts, no great inconvenience should be caused thereby. 


Recruitment of the Imperial Agricultural Service from Post-Graduate 
Students of the Agricultural Research Institute at Pusa. 

413. "^Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) How many post-graduate students 
are taken each year in the Pusa Agi'ieultural Institute and how many have 
so far been trained since the existence of the Institute and how have they 
been provided for ? 

(&) Is it a fact that no post is guaranteed to these students as is done 
in Roorkee and other colleges ? If so, why not s 

(c) Has any student after qualifying himself from this Institute been 
taken in the Imperial Agricultural Service ? If not, what is the object of 
establishing this Institute ? 

, (d) How many Sikhs have so far been trained and in what capacity 
were they taken after passing the final examination ? 

(e) Do the Government propose to recruit their future Imperial Agri¬ 
culture Service men from this Institute ? If not, wliy not ? 

Mr, G. S. Bajpai : (o), (h), (c) and (e). The Honourable Member 
is referred to the replies given to parts (a), (h), (d) and (e) of question 
No. 406 asked by Mr. Mukhtar Singh on the 12th March 1928. Since 
that question was answered the number of post-graduate students trained 
at the Pusa Agricultural Institute has risen to 108. 

(d) 5 Sikhs in all have so far been trained. Of these two are 
serving in the Punjab Department of Agriculture, 'one is Director of 
Agriculture. Patiala State, and auotlier is employed in the Khalsa Col¬ 
lege, ^Amritsai’. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Indian Meteorological Department. 

414. ■'-Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Is it a fact that in September, 1927, 
a couple of appointments of Assistant Meteorologist were made in the 
Meteorological Department ? 

(5) Ilow many Sikhs were-applicants ? 

(c) Why has no Sikh so far been apiiointed in this Department 1 
Do the Government propose to take steps to give a share of representation 
to Sikhs in this Department ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters ; (a) One appointment of 
Assistant Meteorologist was made in the Indian Meteorological Dexiart- 
m'ent in September 1927. 

(5) One. 

(c) The attention of the Plonourable Member is invited to the reply 
given to part (b) of .Sardar Gulah Singh’s question No. 312 on the 7th 
February 1927. ' ' - - ’ 
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Kepresentation oe Sikhs in the Indian Bailway Service oe Engineers 

AND THE TrAFEIC DEPARTMENT OF THE SUPERIOR REVENUE ESTABLISH¬ 
MENT OF State Railways. 

416. '^'Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Is it a fact that some A. T. 
(Imperial) and Engineers (I. S. E.) are to be recruited in the near future ? 

(h) How do Government propose to represent the Sikhs in these 
lines ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is a negligible number of Sikhs in these 
lines ? If so, do Government propose to take early steps to bring up the 
required number of Sikhs in these vacancies so as to give them a full 
share of representation ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. There will be an examination next 
JanuarjL 

(&) The recruitment is being carried out under the regulations, 
published in the Government of India Railway Department’s Resolution 
No. 4048-E., dated the 6th July 1927. The examinations prescribed by" 
the regulations were held by the Public Service Commission on 28th 
November 1927. The representation of minority communities, including 
Sikhs, is secured by a provision in the regulations that one-third of the- 
vacancies will be reserved for the redress of marked communal inequali¬ 
ties by nomination from among candidates who have attained the qu^i- 
fying standard at the examinations. 

(c) There are at present 2 Sikhs in the Indian Railway Service of 
Engineers and one in the Traffic Department of the Superior Revenue 
Establishment of State Railways. As has been stated, the regulations 
provide for the reservation of one-third of the vacancies to redress- 
marked communal inequalities provided properly qualified candidates 
from the communities concerned are available as a result of the examina¬ 
tion. 

Admission of Sikh Students to the College of Mines in Dhanbad. 

416. *Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Is it a fact that; a College of Mines 
has been opened at Dhanbad ? 

(6) While admitting students do the Government recruit a pro¬ 
portionate number of candidates from each community and Province 
every year ? If not, why not 7 

(c) How was the recruitment made last year and how many Sikhs 
were admitted ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. Me Watters : (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). The attention of khe Honourable Member is drawn to 
the reply given on the 32th March 1928 by the Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath Mitra to question No. 407 asked by Mr. Mukhtar Singh on the 

same subject. Bight Sikh students were admitted to tlie School last 
year. 


Number of Sikh Superintendents and Assistants 'IN the Government of 
India Secretariat and Attached Offices. 

Kartar Singh : (a) Will the Government kindly refer to 

lol-m.^v 3rd September, 1925, and eay 

' been appointed in each office in these-grades.? - 
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{!)) Is it a fact that no Sikh Avas passed in the Fir.st Division in the 
last examination held by the Public SerAuee Commission to bring their 
number up to the standard ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (a) A statement is being placed in 
the Library. 

(&) None of the qualified candidates Avere Sikhs. 

PTumber or Sikhs appointed to the Political Department. 

418. *Sardar Kartar Singh : Hoav are the appointments in the Poli¬ 
tical Department filled up ? Will the Government please state the number 
of Muhammadans and Sikhs appointed in this line since 1925 ? 

Sir Denys Bray : Appointments to the Political Department are 
made by His Excellency the Viceroy by selection from members of the 
Indian Civil Service and of the Indian Army holding the King's Commis¬ 
sion, and also the ProAuneial Civil Service in cases of special merit. 

SeA'^en Muslims and one Sikh have been appointed since January 1925. 

Nujiber of Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs employed in the Offices of 
- THE Postmaster General, Punjab and N. W. F. Circle, and the De¬ 
puty Postmaster General, Railway Mail Service, Ambala. 

419. *Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) With reference to answer to ques¬ 
tion No. 513, dated the 18th February, 1927, aatII the Government please 
state what steps they have taken to increase the number of Sikhs in those 
offices ? 

(b) Hoav many vacancies occurred up till now and how many Sikhs 
have been taken in each office ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : The information asked for 
by the Honourable Member is being collected and Avill be furnished to 
him in due course. 

Sikh Inspectors in the Railway Mail Service in the Punjab. 

420. *Sardar Kartar Singh ; In view of the fact that there are very 
few Sikh Inspectors in the R. M. S. in the Punjab, Avill the Government-’ 
please state hoAv many vacancies in. this cadre occurred since January 
last and hbw many Sikhs haA'e been recruited ? 

The Honourable. Mr. A. C. McWatters : Six vacancies occurred, 
and one of . them was filled by a Sikh. 

Town Inspectors of Post Offices in the Punjab Circle. 

421. *Sardar Kartar Singh : What is the total number of Toavb 
Inspectors of Post Offices in the Punjab Circle and hoAr many of them 
are Muhammadans, Hindus and Sikhs ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : The total number of -ToAvn 
Inspectors in the Punjab Postal Circle is 15. _ Of these, 2 are Muham¬ 
madans, 11 are Hindus and 1 is a Sikh. 
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Employment of Sikhs in the Subvey of India. 

422. "^Sardar Kartar Singh ; (a) What is the total mimber of Superin¬ 
tendents, Assistant Superintendents, and Extra Assistant Superintendents 
in the Survey of India Department and hoAv many of them are Anglo- 
Indians, Muhammadans, Hindus and Sikhs ? 

[h) Is it a fact that a couple of Muhammadans were appointed as 
Pi’ohationary Extra Assistant Superintendents on a communal basis 1 

(c) Is it a fact that there is no Sikh in this service ? 

(d) Do Government propose to take as many Sikhs in future vacancies 
alike Muhammadans as will give them their full representation in this 
service ? 

t 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) A statement giving the infoimation required 
has been laid on the table of the House. 

(h) Two Muhammadans were appointed last year to secure the 
representation of minority communities. No Sikh was selected as none 
of the three who appeared for the examination qualified. 

(c) Yes. 

(cZ) Government will consider tlie claims of Sikhs in conformity 
with the standing orders on the subject of communal representation in 
the services. 


Statement giving information regarding tl>e number of Superintendents, Assistant Superin¬ 
tendents and Extra Assistant Superintendents in the Survey of India Department. 



Euro 

peans. 

Anglo- 

Indians. 

Hindus. 

Muham¬ 

madans. 

Sikhs. 

Total. 

Superintendents 

21 

10 

1 

3 

« . 

, , 

34 

Assistant .Superintendents 

13 

■ ■ 



. - 

13 

Extra Assistant Superintendents .. 


51 

30 

9 

•• 

90 

Total 

34 

1 

’ .61 

. 33 

1 

9' 
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Employment of Sikh Supebintendents in the Eailway Matt. Service. 
423. ^Sardar K^ar Singh : Is it a fact that out of 19 R. M. £ 
ap^oiit SM? in fntu?rvSSi3 I Government propose t 

of the q’icsSoSs^fn^ieme»athm''^0^®’i-r‘ the first par 

M’ltli other candidates in fillino- monsiderei 
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JSTujibeb op Appointments made by the Public Seevioe Commission, etc. 

424. *Sardar Kartar Singh : (o) Will Government please lay on the 
table a statement showing all the appointments made so far by the Public 
Service Commsision since its creation ? 

(b) Will the Government kindly show in the statement the number 
of vacancies'offered to the members of the Muhammadan, Christian and Sikh 
communities separately in each grade along with other communities ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I think my ^Honourable friend is 
under some misapprehension as to the position. In the first place, ’tihe 
functions of the Public Service Commission extend only to making 
recommendations for appointments. The actual appointments are made 
by’-Hovernment. In the second place, the responsibility for preventing 
the preponderance of any one class or community rests with the appoint¬ 
ing authority and not with the Public Service Commission, who give 
preference to candidates of minority communities only when they have 
instructions to do so. 

I have, however, obtained from the Commission statements Avhich 
give an analysis of the results of the various examinations held by them 
and of the nominations made by them, and I shall he glad to send the 
Honourable Member a copy of these statements if he so desire. 

SUPPLEMENTABY LiSX OF PASSED CANDIDATES ISSUED BY THE PuBLIC SERVICE 

Commission. 

426. *Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the Public Service 
Qommission issued a supplementary list of passed Muslim candidates ? 

(b) How many Indian Christians and Sikhs were passed by the PubHe 
Service Commission on a communal basis at that time or afterwards ? 

(c) If the reply to (b) be in the negative, do Government propose 
to issue a supplementary list of passed candidates from Indian Christians 
and Sikhs to ensure their adequate representation like Muhammadans ? 
If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I understand the Honourable 
Member’s question relates to recruitment to the Government of India 
Secretariat. The answers are : 

{a) Yes. 

(b) None. 

(c) Goi'eriiment will ask the Public Service Commission to fu^ 

nish a limited supplementary list of Indian Christians and 
Sikhs if and when the need arises. 


Employment of Sikhs in the Office op the Eailway Board. 

426 ’i’Sardar Kartar Singh-; (a) Will the Government please say 
whv the Railway Board has been permitted to recruit its own s^ in 
the upper, lower and third divisions of the ministerial e^ablishment 
and why it does not take the help of the Public Service Commission which 
is the recruiting agency ? - • 

(b) How many Sikhs have been entertained in this office since January 
1927 as against Muhammadans and Hindus ? 

L95LA 
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Mr A A. L. Parsons (a) Much of the work in the Railway Board’s 
ofHce is of'a technical nature, and it is therefore necessary that the Rail¬ 
way Board should be free,to recruit qualified stafL’ from Railways. 

(b) 1, 14 and 11 respectively. 

The Butari-Patti-Lahorb Railway. 

427 -Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Will the Government please state 
if the Railway Board has received the project report and estimates of 
the proposed Butari-Patti-Lahore Railway from the North-Western Railway 
and come to any decision in regard to the construction of the line ? 

(b) If so, will they communicate its decision to the House ? 

or 

(c) Will the Government he pleased to state what progress has been 
made in the construction of the Butari-Patti-Lahore Railway ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The project report and traffic estimate are 
.expected by the Raihva}'- Board in October and it will then be decided 
whether the line should be taken up. 


Employment of Sikhs in Clerical Appointments in the Post Office. 

428. ‘‘'iSardar Kartar Singh : Is it a fact that about two years ago the 
Government issued orders that in recruiting candidates for cleilcal appoint¬ 
ments in the Post Office special consideration should be given to the 
niinority communities ! If it is so, is it a fact that the minority community 
3 J 1 the Punjab is the Sikhs, and is it a fact that Muhammadans are specially 
given every third vacancy in a Di^dsion in order to carry out the Govern¬ 
ment orders ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : The Honourable Member pre¬ 
sumably refers to general orders Avhich were issued by the Government 
of India in the Home Department which provided that, in recruiting 
for the clerical establishments of the Government of India Secretariat 
and offices subordinate thereto, theiie should be a reservation of one- 
third of all permanent vacancies for the redress of communal inequali¬ 
ties. These ordens have been circulated and effect is being given to them 
in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. It is a fact that the Sikh com- 
mmiity is one of the minority communities in the Punjab. The local 
arrangements for recruitment in the Posts and Telegraphs Department 
are as understood by the Honourable Member, but the whole question is 
being re-examined and the Honourable Member will be advised in due 
course of the orders issued in connection with it. 

Employment of Sikhs as Probationery Superintendents of Post Offices . 

429. "^Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Is it a fact that ordinarily 

ents entertained in the Post Office as Probationary Superintend- 

what services was one Mr. S. N. Sahibzada, a matriculate, 
last! ^ Probationary Superintendent in tbe Punjab in February' 
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(c) Do Government propose to take a Sikh similarly in the next 
vacancy ? If not, why not ?• ' ' 

The Honoxu’able Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(6) Though Sahibzada Syed Mahmood is not a graduate he was con¬ 
sidered specially suitable for the appointment on the grounds of his 
personal qualifications and good general education. 

(c) The matter rests with the Di'rector-General of Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs, with whose discretion Government are not jirepared to inter¬ 
fere. 


Employment of Sikhs as Superintendents in the Kailway Mail Service. 

430. *Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Do Government propose to take 
a Sikh in the next first vacancy in the K. M. S. Superintendentship in view 
of the fact that there is none in this service ? 

(h) If not, why so ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers.; (a) It is not a fact that there is no Sikh Superin¬ 
tendent in the Railwa 3 ^ Mail Service. 

V (6) Does not arise. 

Employment op Sikhs in the Office of the Chief Auditor, North- 

Western Kailway. 

431. *Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Will the Government please refer 
to*an advertisement by the Chief Auditor, North-Western Railway, Lahore, 
dated the 24th July 1928, in the Trihwe, dated the 5th.August 1928, 
invitino- applications from kluhammadans only ignoring the fact that the 
Sikh representation in his office is equally small and they form the 
minority ? 

(b) If the reply to (a) be in the affirmath^e, do Government propose 
to issue orders that in future vacancies the Sikhs should be recruited 
until they are adequately represented ? If not, why not ? 

(c) Are Sikhs sufficient in number in that office ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to place on the table a statement 
stating the reasons why Sikhs are not recruited in that office ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Enquiry is being made 
and a reply will be sent to the Honourable Member in due course. 


Appeal op Mb. Sheb Singh, late Clerk, Post Office, Peshawar. 

432 -Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
+n+P if "Mr Sher Singh, late clerk, Post Office, Peshawar, submitted on the 
list May 1928 an appeal addressed to the Director-General, Posts and 

Telegraphs, India ? 

rh) Ts it a fact that the said appeal was withheld by the Postmaster- 
General Puniah, vide his No. X. P. S.-13|N., dated the 12th June 1928, on 
the ground that the language of the appeal was disrespectful and improper ? 

. (c) Will the Government be pleased to point out the portions of the 
appeal taken exception to by the Postmaster-General ? 

L9oLA 
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(d) Is it a fact that Mr. Sher Singh, late clerk, Peshawar Post Office, 
alleged in his appeal, dated 21st May 1928, that the Postmaster, Peshawar, 
concocted a ease against hijn with the help of some of his subordinates 
in order to win a reward and to get money from the person involved by 
unfair means ? 

(e) Is it a fact that Mr. Sher Singh alleged in the same appeal that 
the Postmaster, Peshawar, within a few months of his taking over charge 
dismissed more than half a dozen officials with certain motives in ^dew ? 

(f) If the reply to (e) above is in the affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to state the names of the postal officials removed and the names 
of those out of them who appealed to the Postmaster-General and were re¬ 
instated in their posts ? 

(g) Is it a fact that Mr. Sher Singh stated in his said representation 
that the present Postmaster at Peshawar was twice reverted from a Superin- 
tendentship on account of his unfitness and misconduct ? 

(/i) If the reply to (g) above is in the affirmative, will the Govern^- 
ment be pleased to state the particulars of cases in which the said .Post¬ 
master was involved and the name of the Postmaster-General who reported 
his misconduct to the Government ? 

(?) Is it a fact that the said Mr. Sher Singh stated in his repre¬ 
sentation that the present Postmaster, Peshawar, visited 19 places out of 
which 16 places were visited without the permission of suiierior authority f 

(j) If the answer to (?) is in the affirmative, will the Government be 
pleased to state the 19 stations referred to in the question and the particulars 
of the 16 places to which the Postmaster went on private trips without 
leave ? 

(A-) In ease the Postmaster went to all the places referred to above 
with due authority, will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the 
leave orders in respect of each occasion of absence ? 

(1) Is it a fact that the said Mr. Sher Singh stated in his representation 
that on all the visits referred to above the mail contractor’s ear was used 
free of charge ? 


The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (a) and (h). Yes. 

(c) Goveimment hav^e not seen the appeal. 

the Government see no reason to question the discre¬ 
tion of the Postmaster General in withholding the appeal, which he has 
reported was couched in niost disrespectful and improper language, 
lir. bher Singh has been informed that he should submit an appeal 
eoucueci m clear, concise and respectful language. No such appeal has 

circumstances the Government are not in a 
to deal with the further points raised in the que'stion nor do 
+ 1 ^^ ’enquiries necessary in such cases where the normal 
. r le 1 epresentation of grievances has not been adopted. 

Town Inspector oe Post Offices, Peshawar. 

state the Singh : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 

the particular of thr^stal bran Inspector, Peshawar, and 

vice ? I* branches in which he worked during his ser- 
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(6) Is it a fact that the present Town Inspector of Peshawar did not 
work in any branch of the post office except as a typist prior to his appoint¬ 
ment as Town Inspector ? 

(c) Is it a fact that one Mr. Sher Singh, late clerk, Peshawar Post 
Office, stated in his I’epresentation to the Director-General that half of the 
excess drawn by this undeserving official was appropriated monthly by the 
present Postmaster, Peshawar ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the permanent pay of the present Town Inspector 
was Its, 60 on his appointment as Town Inspector and that he began to 
draw Es. 160 from the date of his officiating appointment ? 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to state if they propose making 
any enquiries into this serious allegation against the conduct of the present 
Postmaster ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. WcWatters ; Government have no in¬ 
formation and, in the circumstances explained in my answer to question 
No. 432, do not consider it necessary to make any enquii’ies. 

Representation prom Mr. Peshawari Mall, late Town Inspector of 

Post Offices, Peshawar. 

434. *Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Is it a fact that Mr. Peshawari Mall, 
late Tovm. Inspector, Peshawar, attached a statement with his representa¬ 
tion to the Postmaster-General, Punjab, showing details of borrowings of 
the present Postmaster, Peshawar, from Mr. Peshawari Mall ? 

(i) Is it a fact that these transactions include borrowing of hard cash 
and details of articles purchased for household use ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. Peshawari hlaU stated in his said repre¬ 
sentation that the Postmaster, Peshawar, evaded payment of his dues and 
that his demand for his money resulted in his transfer from the* post of 
Town Inspector ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Mr. Peshawari Mall stated in his representation 
that he was made to pay a sum of Es. 54 by the present Town Ins^iector, 
Mr. Acharaj Ram, a most junior official ? 

(e) Is it a fact that Mr. Peshawari Mall sent a list of witnesses to 
prove his allegations but those witnesses were never examined by the 
Deputy Postmaster-General although he visited Peshawar twice in this con¬ 
nection ? 

(/) Will the Government be pleased to place on the table the .state¬ 
ments recorded, if any, by the Deput3" Postmaster-General connected with 
enquiries into the allegations set forth by Mr. Peshawari hlall in his repre¬ 
sentation- ? 

{g) Will the Government be pleased to state the result of the enquiries 
by the Deputy Postmaster-General on Avhich his finding was based keeping 
in Anew the fact that no statements were recorded nor were any Avitnesses 
examined ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : The Government haA-e not 
receh'ed anj' representation from Mr. PeshaAvari Mall to Avliom it is open 
to utilise the usual departmental procedure if he has any grievance. 
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In the circuiu.stance.s Grovernment are unable to answer the Honourable 
Member’s questions, nor do they eonsider any special enquiries necessary. 


Paymekt of Rent foe. the Building occupied by the old City Post Office, 
Peshawar, after its Vacation. 


435. *Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the PeshaAvar City 
Post Office was shifted to a neAv building in the year 1927-28 and, if so, 
from what date ? - . 

(b) Is it a fact that the charge of the old City Post Office building 
was not personally given over to the oAvner by the Postmaster, PeshaAvar, 
resulting in lo.ss of and damage to seA'eral articles belonging to the OAvner ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the GoA'ernment had to set right the damages 
and to pay for the articles lost and, if so, Avill the Government be pleased 
to state the total expenditure incurred in this connection ? 

(cl) Will the Government be pleased to state the rent of the new and 
old Peshawar City Post Office building and is it a fact that from the 
date of occupation of the new building the rent of the old vacated building 
is also being paid by the GoA’^ernment ? 

(e) Will the GoA’crnment be pleased to state the aggregate amount 
that will have to be paid for the old building from the date it was A’acated ? 

(/) Will the Government be pleased to state if according to the terms 
of lease the old City Post Office building could be vacated after a mouth’s 
notice without being liable for payment of rent for the unexpired period 
of lease ? 


(ff) If the reply to part (/) of the question is in affirmative, will the 
Governnmnt be pleased to state the reasons for which the Peshawar City 
i ost Office old building was not finallj’’ Ameated and payment of rent 
stopped ? 


(/t) Will the Government be pleased to state if the old Peshawar City 
Post Office building Avas sublet to the proprietor of the building at a monthly 
rent of Rs. 40 and, if so, from what date ? 


(?) Is it a fact that the Postmaster, Peshawar, reported to the Post- 
master-(^neral that the rent of the old building could not be assessed 
o?®- against Rs. 135 paid by the Government and that the offer 

Es 40 proprietor only who offered 

Hs. 40 in Older to take back the possession of the building and to be paid 
Bs. 95 a month extra for nothing by the Government ? ^ 

.be 

MeSfta to 


Rent for the Building occupied by the neav Post Office, Peshawar 

SuDDER Bazar. 

^tatfthe chSfon whi^^the’^^w'Pol^t Government be pleased to 

opened ? Office, Peshawar Sudder Bazar, urns 
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(5) Will the Government be pleased to ascertain and state the rent 
of the building prior to its occupation by the Post OfBce as entered in the 
ofSce of the Executive Officer, Peshawar, and for which house-tax was being 
paid ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the rent of the two shops now converted into one 
by demolition of the partition wall was Ks. 14 a month against Rs. 30 paid 
by the Post Office ? 

’ Will the Government be pleased to state if there was any justifica¬ 

tion for doubling the rent for the simple reason that the proprietor had to 
make small alterations and repairs at a cost not exceeding Rs. 300 ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the proprietor of the building presented to the 
Postmaster, Peshaw'ar, a billiard table the cost whereof appears debited to 
the account of the proprietor and, if so, was it permissible to accept it 1 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : The information is being 
collected and will be furnished to the Honourable Member in due 
course. 

Alleged Use for Private Purposes of the Services of Postal Officials 

BY THE Postmaster, Peshawar. 


437. “"Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the Director 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, had to issue a3yarning to his suhordiuffies to 
the elfeet that drastic action will be taken against officers using postal omcials 
for their private services ? 

(5) Is it a fact that the representation of Mr. Sher Singh, late clerk, 
Peshawar H. 0., and the appeals of Mr. Peshawari Mall and Ram Dal 
and Ghulam Hussain, Postman, Peshawar Post Office, contained allegations 
to tne effect that Dheru and Azadmir, the whole time inferior servants of 
the Post Office, are being used by the Postmaster, Peshawar, as private 
servants, the former as a bearer and the latter as a motor driver ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Azadmir, one of the two persons named above, was 
i 3 .iid Rs. 15 per mensem by the contractor for motor driving service and 
tins sum was accepted by the said official with the- Imowledge of the Post- 
ma.ster and without the permission of the competent authority ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Sher Singh alleged in his representation, dated 
21st May 1928, that the said Azadmir conveyed mails on motor to six 
stations during the months of February and hlarch 1928 without obtaining 
leave on the dates stated in the allegation and that the signature of Azadmir 
is affixed to the mail list of the officers whicli supports the allegation . 

(e) In view of the facts stated above, will the Government be pleased 
to state the action they propose to take against the Post-master, Peshawar, in 

the matter ? 


Tne Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : As regards (a) it is a fact 
that the Director-General issued a warning to the effect mentioned by 

the Honourable Member. _ „ o- -u t 

For the rest as regards the representation of Mr. Sher bingh, 1 
would refer the Honourable Member to the answer given to his question 
No 432 No appeals have been received by the Government of India 
from Ah- Peshawari Mall, Ram Lai and Ghulam Hussain, and the Gov¬ 
ernment are not accordingly in possession of the facts concerning the 
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points mentioned by the Honourable Member, nor do they consider it 
necessary to make special enquiries when the persons concerned have not 
themselves exhausted the ordinary iiroeedure prescribed for represent¬ 
ing grievances. 


Goveenment Seevants ahd Membeeship of the Anglo-Indian Association, 

438. *Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the AH-IndiB 
Anglo-Indian Association is one of the political associations in India like 
the Muslim League and the Hindu Sabha ? 

(b) Is it a fact that a meeting of the Anglo-Indian Association was 
held in Calcutta in connection with the Simon Commission and othei’ 
political rights of the Anglo-Indian community ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government servants are forbidden either fi'om 
being the office bearers of such political associations or from taking any 
active part except on behalf of the Government ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the present Postmaster, Peshawar, is the Sec¬ 
retary of the local branch of the All-India Anglo-Indian Association and 
that he took an active part in the delibei'ations of the Calcutta meeting 
referred to above ? 

(e) If the reply to part (d) of the question is in the affirmative, wdll 
the Government be pleased to state the action they propose to take against 
the present Postmaster, Peshawar ? 

The Honourable Mr, A. 0. McWatters : (a) So far as the^ Government 
of India are aware the Anglo-Indian Association has been constituted 
mainly as an aid to the moral and material progress of the community. 
I would in this connection draw the attention of the Honourable Member 
to the reply given by Sir hlaleolm Hailey on the 8th March 1924 to Mr. 
B. C. Koy’s question No. 611. 

(b) The Government of India understand that meetings of the Asso¬ 
ciation were held to consider among other things the preparation of a 
memorandum for presentation to the Indian Statutory Commission. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to rules 22 and 23 of the 
GoA^ernment Servants' Coduet Rules. 

(d) Government ha^m no information and do not consider enquiry 
necessary. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Appointment of Me, Ram Lal as an Accountant in the Peshaavae Post 

Office. 

Singh : (a) With reference to the reply to 
w aired question No. 31 by Mr. B. P. Naidu in September 1927 Session, will 
pleased to_ state AA'hether the seniority referred to in the 

irrPcr>f^A ^ position in the gi'adation list in the same cadre 

irrespgctiAe of date of passing the examination ? 

in th<f lamp^Voftni^ do not alloAv supersession by juniors 
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(<^) Is it a fact that Mr. Ga^'^an Chanel, one of the most senior clerks 
in the 1 eshawar Post Office, worked in the Accounts Branch for nearly 15 
years and gave satisfaction in his work ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Mr. Gayan Chand passed the accountants’ examina¬ 
tion in 1927 creditably and one Mr. Earn Lai passed in 1926 with grace 
marks ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the said Mr. Earn Lai is a very junior official and 
worked in the Accounts Branch under Mr. Gayan Chand and was trained by 
the latter ? 

if) Is it a fact that in defiance of the Government orders referred to 
in reply to the question quoted above the Po.stmaster, Peshawar, appointed 
hlr. Earn Lai as accountant in 1928 and Icept ilr. Gayan Chand to work 
under him without declaring the latter as inefficient ? 

(g) Will the Government be pleased to state if in 1928 there was any 
other certificated accountant in the Peshawar Post Office senior to Mr. Ram 
Lai available to be posted as accountant ? 

(h) In luew of the unjustified supersessions of seniors by juniors in the 
same cadre by some officers of the department for want of communication 
of Government orders to them officially, do Government propose to com¬ 
municate these orders b^^ a General Letter to all Superintendents and let 
Class Postmasters to protect the interests of senior men ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters ; (a) Seniority means seniority 
of position in the gradation list. 

(h) Yes. 

(:d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/)} (g) and (/i). The information is being collected and will be 
furnished to the Honourable Member when received. 

Appointment op Postal Clerks as Toavn Inspectors of Post Offices. 

440. ‘-^'Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) With reference to repl 3 ^ to unstarred 
question No. 124 of last hlarch Session, will the Government be pleased to 
state tlie pa^’’ of postal clerks before and after tlieir appointments as 
Town Inspectors in the revised scale of Rs. 160—250 in 1927 as also the 
difference between the two paj's referred to above separatelj^ in each 
ease ? 

(1)) Is it a fact that if clerks on a substantive pay of Rs. 145 were 
appointed Town Inspectors in the Es. 160—250 grade the additional cost 
to Government would hav^e been far less than wliat it has been bj' the 
appointment of junior postal clerlis as Town Inspectors ? 

(c) In view of these circum.stances, do Government propose to appoint 
the senior deserving officials without waiting for the result of 1st selection 
grade examination in order to reduce the co.st to the Government and to do 
justice to the senior officials ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (o) A statement giving the 
information will be furnished to the Honourable Member. 

(h) It is possible that in the circumstances mentioned by the Honour¬ 
able Member there might have been some saving in cost. 
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(c) Government are not prepared to alter tlie existing arrangement 
pending the results of the first selection grade examination. 

Provision of a Motor Garage in tee premises of the Post Office, 

Peshawar, etc. 

441. *Sardar Eartar Singh ; (a) is it a fact that the map of the 
Pesiiawar Head Post Office does not show any provision for a motor garage 
in the premi,ses of the Post Office ? 

( 6 ) Is it a fact that a room adjacent to the Postmaster’s quarters is 
being used as a motor garage ? 

(,c) Is it a fact that the present Postmaster fitted doors to the said 
garage and that the cost thereof was borne by the owner of Peshawar City 
Post Office new building in whose accounts the said expenditure would he 
found debited ? 

(cZ) Will the Government be pleased to state if the conduct of the 
Postmaster, Peshawar, in this respect was objectionable and, if so, what 
action they propose to take in the matter ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : The information asked for by the Honourable 
klember is being obtained and will be furnished to him in due course. 

Remarks of Professor Rbiley regarding Heav Delhi. 

446. ’^Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Are Government aivare that Professor 
Reiley, who recently visited India to study the architecture of Delhi, told 
a gathering of Manchester Rotarians that “ none wanted New Delhi ”, and 
he “ severely criticised the New Parliament House, which was not com¬ 
parable with the original design, and suggested a gasometer ” (vide the 
Englishman, dated the 30th July 1928, page 7) ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters ; Yes. 

The Age op Consent Comjhttee. 

446, ’'Mr. M. K. Acharya : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state : 


(i) the purpose for which the Age of Consent Committee has 'been 
appointed ; 


(n) the special qualifications, if any, of its members ; 

(til) whether any representations have been received from the 
i residency of hladras or elsewhere, requesting the Govem- 
men, to nominate as member a representative of orthodox 
tiindu opinion on it ; 


(ffi) to clause {Hi) be in the, affirmative, why the 

ernment have not chosen to accede to the request 1 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 


835 


+ 1 , GoYernment be pleased to state ■wlietber tlie Chairman of 

meeting held at Simla, spoke strongly 
in ^a^om ot the pioposed marriage reform legislation and strons-lv also 
deprecating orthodox opposition to it ? strongly also 

tionhSf ^ ' (a) The Home Department Resoln- 

tion l\o. r.-382|27, dated the 2titli June 1928, a copy of which has been 

reference to the Committee and 
so the qualifications of the members. Government have received re¬ 
presentations asking for the nomination of a representative of orthodox 
;mnpi opinion, and have accordingly appointed Eai Bahadur Pandit 
Jianhaiya Lai. 


(h) Government understand that the answer to this part of the ques¬ 
tion is in the negative. 

Appointment op a Sikh as a Judge op the High Court, 

Lahore. 


447. ^‘■Sardar Kartar Singh : In view of the fact that no Sikh has ever 
been appointed as High Court Judge in the Punjab, do Government 
propose to appoint a Sikh in the next vacancy ? 


The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar ; Permanent apjiointments to the High 
Courts are made by His Majesty under section 101 of the Government of 
India Act.^ Courts of justice are not representative institutions, and the 
main consideration in filling up vacancies in high judicial appointments 
must always be that of efficiency. Subject to this the claims of Sikhs no 
less than tiiose of members of other communities receive and will continue 
to receive due consideration. 


Provision por Orphans and Widows op Government Servants other 
than Members op Indian Civil Service. 


448, *Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Eajan Baksh Shah : (a) Have 
Government framed any rules to pro-vdde maintenance to orphans and 
■widows of Government servants, other than members of I. C. S., who di<; 
in harness ? If so, will the Government be pleased to lay them on the 
table 1 

(b) Do Government propose to take steps to jirovide rules for granting 
maintenance by grant of pension or otherwise on proper lines to the said 
orphans and widows ? 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : A Family Pension Fund 
has reeehtly been instituted for pensionable European and Anglo-Indian 
members of the superior ciidl services other than the Indian Civil Services- 
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The benefits derivable from this Fund in the way of family pension will, 
it is intended, be provided by the subscriptions of the members of the 
Fund themselves. The rules of the Fund Avere published in the Gazette 
of India, Part I, dated the 25th of August 1928, a copy of which Avill be 
found in the' Library. Anotlier scheme AA’^hi'ch has a similar object in view 
and which would apply to other categories of Government servants em¬ 
ployed under the Governor General in Council is at present under the 
consideration of the Government of India. Detailed calculations con¬ 
nected thereAvitli are being prepared by the Government Aetuaiy and are 
neax’ly readj’’.' The leading featui-e of the particular scheme to which I 
refer is that proAdsion should be made for the dependants of Government 
servants by substituting payments of lump sums for the AA'hole or a por¬ 
tion of the pension AA’hieh is being earned. 


Article in the Times of India segarbing the Founder oe Islam. 

449. -^Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Rajan Baksh Shah : (a) Are 
Government aware that in an issue of June last, the English paper Times' 
of India Avrote contemjAtuousIy against the Founder of Islam, by Avhich the 
feelings of His Majesty’s Muslim subjects haA^e been disturbed ? 

(h). llaA’e GoA'crnment taken any action against the paper ? If not, 
what steps do GoA^ernment propose to take to bring the paper to its sens.es ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : {a) Nothing of the sort has come to 
the notice of the Government of India. 

(Jb) Does not arise. • • 


Employment of Muslims m the Indian Forest Service. 

460. *Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Rajan Baksh Shah : (u) Will 
the Government please state the total number of employees in each of the 
proA'inees in the Imperial Forest Service and hoAV many of them are 
Muhammadans ? 

(5) Will the Government please state AA’^hether any action is being 
taken by them to maintain the communal rights of the Muslims by 
putting the number of Muhammadans in the aboA’e seiwice up to the 
mark ? 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai : {a) A statement giving the information required 
regarding the Indian Forest SerAuce has been laid on the table of the House. 

the 
suit 

, , ^ -I IWIl WlllC 

vitP^tViA Service. In this connection, I Avould in- 

late Sir to the statement made by the 

1925- ^ uddiman iu the Council of State on the 2nd March 
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Staiement showing the mtmber of Iiidian Forest Service officers and Muslim Indian Forest 
Service officers in service on Isi January 1928. 


Province. 


Muslim 

I. P. S. 
officers. 

Total 

Indian I.P.S. 
officers. 

Total 

I. F. S. 
officers. 

Madras 

, . 

2 

24 

66 

Bombay .. 

•• 


7 

28 

Bengal 


2 

8 

22- 

United Provinces .. 


1 

11 

36 

Punjab 


3 

13 

33 

Bihar and Orissa 


• • 

7 

16 

Burma .. 



11 

95 

Central Provinces .. 


1 

11 

34 

Assam 



1 

11 

Total 

•• 

9 

93 

332 


Enhancement of Pensions of Members of the Indian JIedical Depart¬ 
ment. 

452. *Lieuteiiant-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) Will Government 
please state if it is a fact that, in the early part of 1925, when Lord 
Birkenhead. Secretary of State for India, sanctioned the proposal sub¬ 
mitted bv the Government of India to enhance the pensions of depart¬ 
mental officers, he did so on the express condition that _ the Indian 
Medical Department he included in this scheme along with the other 

Departments ? ^ • -n * 

(h) If the reply is in the affirmative, will Government kmdiy state 

why the orders of the Secretary of State were not carried out ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (n) No, Sir. 

(h) Does not ara'se. 

Probationary Assistant Traffic Superintendents on the Burma Bail- 

ways. 


453. •i=Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will Government be 

pleased to probationary Assistant Traffic Superintendents 

recently recruited by the Burma Eailways through advertise¬ 
ments in the papers ? 

(b) the qualifications and nationality of those who were accepted 
and entertained ? 
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(c) the mimber of Anglo-Indians who applied for these posts and 
their respective qualifications ? 

(d) if any Anglo-Indians were asked to appear before the Selec¬ 
tion Board ? If so, how many ? If not, why not 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am making enquiries and will communicate 
the result to the Honourable Member. 

Time Scale oe Pay eor the nine Transportation Officers of the old Oudh 
AND EoHILKHAND RaILWAY TRANSFERRED TO THE EaST InDIAN EaILWAY. 

454. *Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (o) Will Government 
be pleased to state if it is a fact 

(i) that there are 9 Transportation Inspectors belonging to the 

old Oudh and Eohilkhand Railwaj'’, who have been absorbed 
into the East Indian Railway after the amalgamation of the. 
two Railways and who are borne on graded pay ? 

(ii) that on all Class I Railways these are the only 9 Inspectors’ 

who are still on graded pay ? 

(in) that all or some of these 9 Inspectors have specially been 
selected as Instructors in the Transportation ' School; 
Chandausi ? 

»» 

(iv) that the Government is considering the introduction of a new" 
scale of pay for these men wliieh will not materially benefit" 
them ? 

(Z)) Do Government propose to take early steps to remedy this inequit¬ 
able condition and introduce a more beneficial time scale of pay with an 
effieienej’ bar as obtains in other Government Departments ? 

hir. A. A. L. Parsons : The information will be collected from Railway 
Administrations, and will be communicated to the Honourable Member 
when it is ready. 


Introduction of a System of Ee-Examination of the Staff on the Oudh 
AND Eohilkhand Section of the East Indian Railway. 

455. ^Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (o) Is it a fact, that 
great discontent and dissatisfaction prevail on the Oudh and Eohilkhand 
Railway section of the Ea.st Indian Railway on account of the newly intro¬ 
duced S 3 ’’stem of re-examination of the staff which is demanded, before pro¬ 
motion to higher grades is allowed, in duties they have been performing for 
manj’- years and for which these men possess certificates of having passed the 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway examinations ? If so, why has this system 
been introduced 1 

(h) Do Government propose to take any action to remedy this ? If 
not, why not ? . . 


form^T' The Honourable Member has been misin- 

are are that it is only in exceptional eases when there 

pas. apotier tet in tlfSer “SSv’’ “ 

Oovernnaent do no., t^erelL. take any aetion. 
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Promotion OP Employees of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Section of the 

East Indian Railway. 

456, '^-Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) Is it a fact that a.s 
the higher grade appointments especially in the Loco. Department of the 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway section of the East Indian Railwaj^ fall 
Vacant they are olfered to the men from the East Indian Railway section ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the rights and claims of even the most senior and 
deserving men of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway section are thereby 
ignored ? 

(c) If so, do Government propose to take any steps to safeguard the 
interests of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway section employees so that all 
such vacancies occurring in the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway section be 
given to the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway section men 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : It is not a fact that no staff of the former 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railwaj^ have been promoted to the higher grades 
on this section since its amalgamation -with the East Indian Railway. In 
fact a considerable number of former Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway men 
in the locomotive subordinate supervising staff have been transferred to 
former Bast Indian Railway areas to theil- financial benefit. Difficulty is 
experienced in getting suitable senior locomotive running staff of the 
former Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway to take up subordinate .supervising 
posts even on thife section owing to their mileage rates being so favourable 
as to render them liable to financial loss should they make the change. 

Government cannot agree to the suggestion that aU vacancies occur¬ 
ring in subordinate supervising posts on the former Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railway section should be reserved for men of this Railway. They must 
he prepared to serve anywhere on the East Indiian Railway. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Improvement in the Conditions op Service of Menials in Bombay. 

266. Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Have Government received a petition 
from the Government Peons, and Menial Service Union of Bombay for im 
improvement in the conditions of service applicable to this class of public 

servants ? 

If so will they say (1) when they received the petition, and (2) what 
uetion they have taken on it, particularly with regard to the demands of 
these men for increases in pay and pen'^ion ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; Yes. The Honourable 
Member’s attention is invited to the reply already given to starred ques¬ 
tion No. 220, asked by Mr. M. R. Jayakar in this Session. 

Claim ag-ainst the German Government by kiR. Meherji Bhicaji oi 

PoRTueuESE East Africa. 

267. Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta ; (o) Is it a fact that one Mr. Meherji 
Bhicaii a British Indian subject, carrying on business in Portuguese East 
Africa,’ a few years back, had lodged a claim for reparation on the 22nd 
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July 1919 with the Controller, Local Clearing Office (Enemy Debts), Gov¬ 
ernment of India ! 

(6) Is it a fact that the claim was in connection with the loss of 150 
cases of soap valued at £158-9-8 ordered by the party and shipped by the 
German s. s. “ Etruria ” in June 1914 from Lisbon to Lourenco Marques ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the consignment in question did not reach the 
party, as owing to the outbreak of the War, the vessel took refuge in Rio 
de Janeiro and the soap was utilised by the crew of the steamer ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the claim was ultimately turned down in April 
1928 on the ground that the loss of the consignment was not directly due 
to enemy action and as such it did not give rise to a claim for reparation as 
defined in the Treaty with Germany ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to inform me as to what claims nre 
included in the Treaty with Germany for reparation ? 

Mr. L. Graham : The answer to (a) is in the affirmative, except that 
the claim'was lodged'vvjith H. B. M.’s Consul General, Lourenco Marques, 
and forwarded by him to the Reparation Claims Department of the Board of 
Trade. 

The answers to (6) and (c) are in the affirmative. 

The answer to (d) is in the affirmative, except that the claim was 
actually rejected on 25th November 1925. 

The communication of 21st April 1928 was a reply to an enquiry: 
from the claimant received through the Reparation Claims Department of 
the Board of Trade as to the fate of his claim. 

The answer to (e) will be found in Annexure I of Part VIII of the 
Treaty of Versailles, copy of wffiich is attached. 

It will be seen from clause (9) that damage to property must be 
directl 3 ’’ in consequence of hostilities or of any operations of war in order 
to give rise to a reparation claim. 


ANNEXUBE I. 


Compensation ni.ay be claimed from Germany under Article 232 above in respect 
of the total damage under the folIoAving categories :— 

(1) Damage to injured persons and to surviving dependents by personal injury 
to or death of civilians caused by acts of var, including bombardments or 
other attacks on land, on sea, or from the air, and all the direct conse¬ 
quences tiiereof, and of all operations of war by the two groups of belliger¬ 
ents wherever arising. 


(2) Damage caused bj Germanj- or her allies to civilian victims of acts of cruelty, 

violence or maltreatment (including injuries to life or health as a conse¬ 
quence of imprisonment, suite deportation, intcrunient or evacuation, of ex¬ 
posure at sea or of being forced to labour, wherever arising and to the 
surviving dependents of such victims. 

(3) Damage caused by Germany or her allies in their own territory or in oeeil- 

pied or invaded territory to civilian victims of all acts injurious to health 
or capacity to work, or to honour, as well as to the surviving dependents 
of such victims. 


(4) 


Damage caused by any kind of maltreatment of prisoners of war. 

caused to the peoples of the Allied and Associated Powers, all 
vicf’ ^o^^ppnsation in the nature of pensions to naval and military 

war (including members of the air force), whether mutilated. 
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, ■\'vouiiaed, sick or invalided, and to the dependents of such victims, the 
amount due to the Allied and Associated Governments being calculated for 
each of them as being the capitalized cost of such pensions and compensa¬ 
tion at the date of the coming into force of the present Treaty, on the 
basis of the scales in force in France at such date. 

(6) The cost of assistance by the Governments of the Allied and Associated 

Powers to prisoners of war and to their families and dependents. 

(7) Allowances by the Governments of the Allied and Associated Powers to the 

families and dependents of mobilised persona or persons serving with 
the forces, the amount due to them for each calendar year in which hosti¬ 
lities occurred being calculated for each Government on the basis of the 
average scale for such payments in force in Prance during that year. 

(8) Damage caused to civilians by being forced by Germany or her allies to 

labour without just remuneration. 

(9) Damage in respect of all property wherever situated belonging to any of the 

Allied or Associated States or their nationals, with the exception of naval 
and militarj- works or materials, which has been carried off, seized, in¬ 
jured or destroyed by tlic acts of Germany or her allies on land, on sea 
or from the air, or damage directly in consequence of hostilities or of anj 
operations of war. 

(10) Damage in the form of levies, fines and other similar exactions imposed'by 

German}- or hey allies upon the civilian population. 


Closing of the Mall in Dera Ismail Khan to the Indian Public. 

268. Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (a) Is it a fact that the Mall has 
been or is proposed to be dosed to the Indian public in Dera Ismail 
Khan ? If so, what are the grounds on which such action has been taken 
or is under contemplation, and under what law have Indians been dis¬ 
criminated against ? 

(&) What steps have Government taken to prevent this discrimina¬ 
tion ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) No, Sir. 

The Mall Road in Dera Ismail Khan Cantonment has been temporarily 

closed to the public by the Cantonment Board ^thrw 

them in section 192 of the Cantonments Act oAVing to the fad tliat through 

lack of rain the road surface wms breaking up. 

An exception was however made in favour of all persons whether. 
India^orSTear'vl'o actually rcuide on the Mall Koad, and tvho Ob- 
viomly could not be debarred from its use. 

(i) Does not arise. 

Penalising of Strikers. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru ; Is it a faot that some years ago 
tb eo_t omndla p.^^^^^^^^^ 

tte If“i, triil Government place a copy ol the correspondence 

on t:te table ! _ . j i„ve not been able to trace any snob pro- 

Mr. A. A. 4 a suggestion that the withdrawal of rail- 

raf ieS Sorthe dutTer^^^ >>e penalised. Government 

Set S they l>eeP-e'J ‘e eerrcspondenee. 

which took place at that time, on the table. 

L95DA 
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Education op the Childken op Railway Employees. 

I ' ( 

270. Pandit Hirday Nath Ktinzru ; (a) Has the question of the 
education of the children of railway employees been placed by Govern¬ 
ment in accordance with <the pi-omise given by them during the Eailvay 
Budget debate jOn the 25th Februaiw last, -before the Central Advisory 
Council for Eailways ? If so, what are the recommendations made by 
the Admsory Council ? ‘ 

(h) If qhe ansAver is in the negative, Aviil Government state lAdien they 
propose to convene a meeting of the Aclvisoiy Council for the considera¬ 
tion of the question ? 

I I 

Mr. A. A. L. (Parsons : I Avill place the question befofe the Central 
Advisor 5 " Council for Railways at a meeting during the course of the pre¬ 
sent Inonth. 

Pay of the Headmastees and Teachebs op Indian High or jMiddle Schools 

MAINTAINED BY THE EaST InDIAN RaI^WAY. 

271. Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (a) Have any grades or incre¬ 
mental scales been laid down for the salaries of' the headmasters and 
teachers of Indian high or middle schools maintained-by the East Indian 
Eaihvay except in the case of the Ehagole (Patna) High School ? If not, 
why not ? . . , 

- (Zi) Is the enforcement of the scale fixed for the Jieadinaster and > 
teachers of the Khagole High School conditional on funds being available ? 
HaA-e the East Indian Eaihvay prOA'ided the necessary funds ? 

(c) Is there any other class of subordinate Indian employees on the 

East Indian Eaihvay for Avhose salary no- grades or incremental scales 
haA^e been fixed ? , 

(d) Is it a fact that even temporary men engaged for construction 
work have been alloAA-ed incremental scales of salaries ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Enquiry is being made and the result Avill he 
communicated to thei Honourable Member. 


Death prom Snake Bite of Dapfatray Shivlal, a Cabin Man employed 
ON the Great Indian Peninsula Eailway, 

272. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will GoAmrnment be pleased to stale : 


(a) whether on the 16th April 1928 a cabin man by name Daft’atray 
ShiAdal Avorlring at Umbarmali 69 Mileage Cabin on the Greai 
Indian Peninsula Eaihvay met AA’ith his death by shake bite : 

(h) whether the deceased had to walk to and'from the, Cabin-at 
odd hours at night to join Jiis duties or to the station to "et 
into the train ; 


(o) Avhother this AA-as due to the non-stoppage of trains at the A\'ayside 
cabins for the convenience of the cabin staff ; 


(d; Avbelber trains were so stopped till very recently ; 
(c) if so, the reasons for discontinuing the old practice ? 
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Mr, A. A. Ii. Parsons : Government Jiave no mformation. The matter 
is -within the competence of the Agent of the Great Indian Pemnsula Rail¬ 
way to -w’hom'a copy of the 'Honourable Member’s question has been sent. 
I may add that in the opinion of the Railway Board the stoppage of trains 
at wayside cabins is certainly undesii’able. 

5 1 

■Working Hours of the Great Indian Peninsuxa Railway Staff employ¬ 
ed AT Ghorpadi near Poona. 

I.' I ' ' ' 

273. Blr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) what axe ifche Avorking'hours of the Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way staff working at Ghorpadi-near Poona ; 

(h) the number of men working at Ghorpadi ; 

(c') whether it ,is a fact that one of the platforms at Ghorpadi is 
without any shed and the staff haA’e to work in the sun and 
rain Avithout any protection ; 


G/) AA’hether the Avork of loading and unloading is done simnJtane- 
(!fusly ; _ , 

(e) AA-hether it is a fact that the transhipment clerks at Ghorpadi 
have not been proAuded Avith any table, chair, stool or any 
other material on AA'hieh they could make the usual entries of 
goods loaded and unloaded ; 

' (/) Avhetlier the staff Avorking at Ghorpadi have been provided Avith 

quarters ; , ^ 

(ff) if not, whether they have to stay at Poona as there are no 
houses aA'ailable at Ghorpadi ; 

(/i) whether the staff at Ghorpadi have to be a-n^ay from their homos 
from earlj' morning till late in the cAening ; 

(i) Asliether any furnished tiffin-rooms have been provided there 

for the use of the staff ; , 

(j) Avhelher the tiffin-rooms at Ghorpadi are mere enelosuies 

constructed of old corrugated iron-sheets, without any 
Avindows, plinth or flooring ; ^ 


( k .) what is the minimum quantity of daily work that has to he done 
by each transhipment-clerk and ^ach cooly at Ghorpaai 

Iffir. A. A. L.rParsons : Government have no 
the Honourable Member’s question Avill he sent to the Agent, Gieat Indian 
S4rBanAy, yl.o 4ll no doubt .-emove any defects there may be 
in the arrangements at Ghorpadi. 


Discharge of Temporary Clerks employed at Wadi Bunder, Great 
Jndian Pekunsula Rail-way. ^ 

274. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

vbPtiier it is'a fact that there are many clerks who have'been 
' 44444 ae Great Indian Peninsula Railtray at yad. 


L95LA 
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Bunder in Bombay under the Goods Superintendent for 
several years but 'vvho have not been confirmed ; 

(b) if .<^ 0 , what is the number of such clerks with years of service 

to their credit ; 

(c) whether it is a fact that in July 1928 the services of five of such 

clerks were dispensed with without giving even a daj^’s notice 
and without any fault of theirs ; 

(d) if so. whether there were manj’- clerks junior to those who.se ser¬ 

vices were thus dispensed with ; 

(e) whether it is a fact that it is proposed to dispense with the ser¬ 

vices of many more such temporary clerks who have put in 
.service of ten years and below ; 

(/) whether it is a fact that with this object in view they were unusu¬ 
ally examined in subjects such as mathematics and dicta¬ 
tion ? 


Dppeeing of Peemanent Employment to Paie Caueidatbs woeking at 
Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

216. Ml’. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether it is a fact that the paid candidates serving at Wadi 

Bunder on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway in Bombay 
have not been made permanent even after some of them have 
served for three years ? 

(б) if so, what are the reasons for the same ? 

Promotion of Paid Candidates working at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 

276. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to stale : 

(a) whether it is a fact that the paid candidates working at Wadi 

Bunder on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway were given 
a promotion of Rs. 5 after having served for six months ; 

(b) whether this sj',stem or rule has been changed ; if so, when and 

for what reasons ; 

(c) whether the staff were informed of discontinuing such promo¬ 

tion ; 

(d) if not, why not ? < 


Distinction in the Rates of Pay of Clerks employed at Wadi Bunder, 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

277. Mr. N. M. Joshi -. (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that at the Wadi Bunder Goods Depot of the Great 
IndiaB Peninsula Tvailway a distinction in the rates of pay is made in the 
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ease of the clerks such as cashiers, loaders, weighers, raters etc doiu<- 
precisely the same kind of work and having tLir respoSbiSies thl 
natuie of work and hours of attendance in no way different ? ’ 

(h) If so, whether some of these officials though junior in service are 
others who have longer years of faithful service 
to then credit and possess eqiial qualifications—educational or otheriwse 1 

(c) If so, what are the reasons for keeping such distinctions in the 
pay i ^ , 


(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the principle 
01 equal pay tor equal work is not and cannot be recognised and given effect 
to in the case of the officials serving at Wadi Bunder under the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railwa}'^ Administration ? 


Pay of the Staff employed at Wadi Bundee, Great Indian Peninsula 

Eailw^ay. 


278. Mr. If M. Joshi ; Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(a) what are the scales of pay of the officials working at Oarnac 

Blinder of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Eailway 
and of those working at Wadi Bunder Goods Depot of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Kailway; 

(b) \)rhether it is a fact that there is no difference in the nature of 

work, hours of attendance or the responsibilities in ihe case 
of these officials at Carnac Bunder and Wadi Bunder ; 

. (c) whether it is a fact that the scale of pay of the Wadi Bunder 
staff is even lower than, that of the staff of the East Indian 
Eailway working at the Howrah Goods Dep&t despite the 
heavj^ cost of living in Bombay ; 

(cZ) wliether if is a fact that at Wadi Bunder there are only per 
cent, posts carrying a pay of Es. 100 or above vhile this per¬ 
centage is far greater in all other railwaj'' offices in Bouihaj’^, 
such as : 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway at C. C. 46 


Depot. 

East Indian Railway at Howrah Depot . . .. 45 

Great Indian Peninsula C. T. M. Office .. .. 44 

Great Indian Peninsula Audit Office .. .. 39 

Great Indian Peninsula Geueral Store Office .. 29 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India C. T. M.’s Office . . 53 

Bombajq Baroda and Central India Audit Office .. 53 

and so on ; 
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(tj) ■n'hether it is a fact that there are so many officials Avorking at 
"Wadi Blinder who have put in 15 years of- good service to 
their credit but are drawing a salary of Its. 50 or, 60 only 
per month ; ' . . ■ ■ 

(/) whether the officials at Wadi Bunder have been requesting for 
a substantial increase in their pay ; - • • 

(g) if so. what action has been taken in the matter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : With your permission, Sir, I propose to 
answer questions Nos. 274 to 278 and 282 together. Government regret 
that they are not prepared to impose on the Railway Administration 
the"work of compiling, .the information necessary-to answer the Honour¬ 
able "'Member’s‘'question.'' ^ - r , ■ 


Admission of the Public to the Shed 'Offices at Wadi Bunder, Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway, 

279, Mr, N. M. Joshi ; Will Government be jileased to state : . 

(a) whether they are aware.that the members of the public are freely 

' allowed to enter in the Shed Offices at Wadi Bunder, thereby 
causing unnecessar.y trouble and annoyance to. the typists and 
hindering them in the' due performance of their woi*k ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that on more than one occasion the tj’-pists 

at Wadi Bunder were assaulted and molested by the mem¬ 
bers of’ the public : • - • , ■ < >. 

(c) if so, what precautions have been taken to prevent the repeti- 

tion'.of such oecurreuces-in future ? ‘ '> - 

■' I ' ’ r f-j . r ^ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) No members of the public are allowed 
to enter the office where typists work. 

(b) A Delal made a forced entry into the office on one occasion 

only. 

(c) In view of reply to (a) above, the question does not arise. 


Recovery of Losses in the Case of Shortage of Packages from tece Staff 
OF THE Great Indian Peninsula'Railway, ' 


280. Mr. R, M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to stale : 

(a) whether the staff of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway have 
given debits of heavy sums for the alleged shortages found 
at destination or junction fetati'ohs un the “ Seals Intact 
Wagons 

{h) whether anj enquiries are made to trace the short packages and, 
■ u so. what enquiries are made ; ^ ’ 
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a. ' 

(c) ■whether it is a fact that in several such eases of shortages, the 
jmetion stations report such shortages -whilo the packages 
found theii\-way on'ward in excess ; , . , 


(d) ’irhether it is a fact that packages which are sent to unclaimeci 
. J Goods Offices happen toVbe\those which, are reported" to .be 
short’; ‘ '■ ' . 

,«5 

(a) whether it is a fact that inwiew of the fact that a strichwatch 
has been maintained by the Watch and Ward Department 

I . everywhere no’theft or,fraud is ever possible to be committed 
b 3 ' the staff ; , 

(/) whether it is a fact that the staff is made to make good tiie 
dosses on this score without proving their responsibility in any 
: -way ; if so, do sthej' propose to -issue orders to stop recovery 

of losses from tlie staff : if npt, whj- not f 

V, ' 1. - i " •“ if 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no knowledge of the facts 
and regret that- they cannot undeidake to enquire into these matters, 
which are entireiyi within the competence of,the Agent of the Railway. 

Loading of Wagons at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

281, Mr. 2^. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it i's a fact that at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Penin- 
sula Piailway. the -wagons -which are utilised.,for loading are 
examined bj’’ the Carriage and Wagon Department,.!shed 
foreman and the loaders'; . 


rb) whether it is a fact that in cases where any deficiency is noted 
owing to defect in the wagons, the loader alone is iield respon¬ 
sible and punished ; if so, why so ? 


Mr A a' L Parsons : Government have no information biit are 
sending a,'copy of the Honohrable Member’s question to the' Agent, 
Great Indian Peninsula Rkilway, for such action as may appear to mm 
to be necessary. 

Ohief Goods Inspector at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Peninsula Bail- 
! , . ; ' WAY. 


282.t Mr. N- M. Joshi ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

’ (a) when the post of Ohief Goods inspector was f ef ed at Wadi 

^ ^ Bunder, Great Indian Pemnsula Railway, and for wlia 
' ' reasons and ivith what duties ; 

(h) what is the -work which the Chief Inspector does ; 

fc) whether it is a fact that this post was created when the T^^ilway 
- --was feeling'the necessity-of reducing;the eiqienses of running 
the Depot in view of the depression in traffic . 


AFoi, ansve-'- to this, question, see answer 


to nnstarred question No. 274. 
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Ntjmber ofsTelegraphists nominated to the Testing Branch in the 
Bojibay Central Telegraph Opeioe to learn Testing, etc. 

TVTr n' M JosM : Will Govenment be pleased to place on tlie 
tablVa statement of figures up to 31st July 1928,^as required in the follow¬ 
ing table ? _ . _ 

^Anglo- I Christ-■ '^Moha- 


Indians. 


(1) Number of Telegraphists 
nominated to the Testing Branch 
in the Bombay Central Tele- 
graph Office, to learn test.ng 
under Article 51 of 
and Telegraphs Manual (Trafuc- 
Jhsfcructions), Volnme XI, Parts I 
and n, during the last 10 years. 

( 2 ) Number of such Tele¬ 
graphists retvimed as inoompct- 
entj or otherwise unsuitable dur¬ 
ing the above-mentioned period. 

(3) Number of Telegraph 
Masters appointed in charge of 
the Testing Branch of the 0. 
T. 0., Bombay, during the last 
10 jears. 

(4) Number of Telegraph Mas¬ 
ters so apii ointed, reverted, as 
incompetent. 

(6) Number of Telegraphists 
transferred to the Engineering 
Branch (outdoor) from C- T. 0., 
Bombay, during tlie last 10 
years. 

(6) Number of Telegraphists 
reverted from the outdoor En¬ 
gineering Branch, Bombay, as 
Unsuitable, during the above- 
mentioned period. 



The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : The time and labour in¬ 
volved in eoUeeting the information would, in the ’ opinion-of the Gov- 
ronTcTed proportion to the value of the information when 
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, Link with the Coaleields in Bengal. 

284. Khan Bahadur' Sarfai’aiz-Hussain Khan -: (a) Has the atteritibn 
of Government been drawn to the paragraph published in the issue of the 
Statesimn of the 21st August 1928, page 13, under the heading “ Link with 
Bengal’s Coalfields—Chord •'Railway—Preliminary work of scheme com¬ 
pleted, .. . , ..." 

' ■ - ■ (&■) If-so,: will .Government-please state df the statements .made therein 
are' correct.?-!, .‘.i , •[,, , ’ • . 

(g) If correct, will they'please'state'by wh'at-time the railvAy line is 
expected to be completed'and opened for traffic'? ■ ' - 

, A. A, L, Parsons Yes; 

(6) The statements'inade are substantially correct. ■ ' •• ' : ■ ; 

(c) The end of 1930 or beginning'of 1931. , ' f , 

E-BJtOVAL OF-OfFICERS OF THE'InCO'mE-TAX DEPARTMENT FOR PaILURE TO PISS 

THE Departmental'Examinatio.n. 

,285. Maulvi :Eadi-u 2 -Eamah :. (a) Will the Governinent.bb pleased to 
state how many officers of..the Income-tax Department in each Promnbe 
have been removed from service for failure to pass the departmental exami- 
.iiatipn since the reorganisation of the Department in 1922 ? , . . 

(6) ’Will the Government be further pleased to state if there is any 
duly constituted Examination,.,Board to supervise the conduct of the 
examination oris the matter entirely left to the sw’eet will of the examiner ? 

(e) Are the Government aware that there is a most growing belief in 
the .countiy; that the departmental. examination, of the .Income-.tax Depart¬ 
ment is being now made stifl:er-.be 3 ’'ond, any justification with a mew to 
materialise the policy of retrenchment afoot in the Department ? 

(d) .Do the Government propose to investigate into the present system 
of the examination and training and to remedy the defects, if any, at an 
early date ? 

; The ;Honourabie Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra :, («). The information 
will be obtained and communicated to the Honourable Member. 

(6) There is no Examination Board for. the examination, of officers 
of .the Income-tax Department. . 

(g) No. ' ,• .,7 - - . • : 

(d) Government'do..not--consider, .that an investigation is necessary. 

;issuE OF Webk;-Bnd’.Return-Tickets by the Bengal and North-'Western 

• ■■■ ■ Railway; ■ ' ' ' . ' 

286. Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh(«-) Are Governnient aware that the 
Bengal ' and North-'Western Railway .Company does not' issue week-end 
return tickets to any class of passengers '? •' 

(6 ) Do' Government propose to introdnee this system ; and if so, 
.since when ? 
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BIr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) Yes. 

(5) Government''liare no information. They will send a copy of the 
Hononrable Member’s question to the Agent of the Pailway, with whom 
the decision rests, i. ' • ^ . -v' . - r-., 

Luggage Exiles oe the East Indian Bailway. 

287. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is it a fact that great hardship is experi¬ 
enced by Iiassetigers Who cannot book their luggage for want of time omng 
to operation of rules 2 and 14 of the Luggage Buies mentioned indhe East 
Indian Railway time-table ? Is there any proposal to amend the rules so 
as to relieve them of the penalty ? .>If so, in what-way i, 

Mr. A, A. L. Parsons : Government are aware that there is some 
dissatisfaction with the existing rules. 'I’he- question whether the rule 
should be altered to admit of the .^free allowance being given if the 
luggage is not booked a1 the starting station is under the consideration 
of the Indian Railway Conference Association. 

WoBKiNG Conditions of the Railway Employees on each of the State 
1 ’ Railways. 

288. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Will the Government be pleased to collect 
and lay on the table the following information regarding the working 
conditions of the railwa.y employees ori each of the State Railways 
separately ? 

1. Into what groups, categories or sections are the workers on the 

Railways divided ? 

2. What characterises each of these groups ? 

3. What is the correlation as to wages between the highest and 

'■•''the lowest of'these groups ?* ' • ■ i 

4. What systems of labbur remuneration are generally employed 

on the Railways and particularly in: 

(o) The principal workshops, 

(b) The railway yards, 

(c) For locomotive crews, 

(d) For train crews, 

(e') For traffic crews, 

(/) For telegraphi.sts, 

(ff) For road repair works, 

(/i) For administration office employees, 

(i) For lower subordinates designated as menials ? 

5. How are the rates of remuneration fixed for piece-workers and 

time-workers ? 

-6. Are the rates of train runs taken into consideration in fixing 
the rates of remuneration for locomotive and train crews and 
traffic gatemen ? 

7. What purely bonus systems are in.existence (enumerate them) ? 
On what principles are thej" based and what percentage of 
additional earnings do they yield f 

S. How are the locomotive and train crews paid for waiting time ? 
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. ,V.J : ;.y 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I propose to replv to questions Nos. 288, 289, 
290, .291,'^292, 293,-,294,.'295, ;299,.-300, 301,'' 302, 303,' .304, 305,, 306, 
308, -310, 311, 312, and 317 together. Government are not prepared in 
response to the .Honourable Member’s demand, to impose on the Railway 
Board and Railway* Administrations'generally the excessive and costly 
labour of * collecting and tabulating the extremely voluminous information 
which the replies to these questions would entail. 

Total Number oe Female Workers and Persons under 12 Years oe 

•. •■f.'fAUE EMPLOYED. ON'EACH DF-THE' StATE-RAILWAYS,': 

t289. Mr. V. V. Jogiah ; What is the total number of female work¬ 
ers and. rpefsonsr under 12.-years' of age respectively emplojmd on each of 
the State f Railways ? ' ' . ' 

Number of Posts assigned to each Grade of each of the different 
Categories of Employment on bach of the State Railways. 

1290. Mr. V. V. Jogiah ; Ytliat is the number of posts assigned to 
each grade of each of the different categories of employment on each of 
the State Railway.s ?' ' ■ 


Posts exclusively filled by Europeans and i^NGLo-I ndians on each 

OF THE State Railways. 

1291. Mr. V. V. Jogiah ; What grades of what posts have been ex¬ 

clusively filled hitherto;by’Europeans onlj’’ and b.v both Europeans and 
Anglo-Indians only on each‘of the State Railways ? , 

Number of Europeans and Anglo-Indians employed on each op the 
I" State Railways. 

1292. ' Mr. V. V- Jogiah V Wliat is the existing number of Europeans 

and AngloHndians'employed on each of the different; grades of the 
different eate'goi’ies of'employment-on'each of the State Railways ? > 

hiuiUBER Op EMPLOYEiES EMPLOYED BELOW THE AUTHORISED OF THE 

Different Grades OF Different Categories of Employment on 
EACH-OF-THE State Railways.-'■ ... 

1293. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : How many employees are employed be¬ 
low the, authorised miniinum of the different _ grades of different cate¬ 
gories of employment on each of the State Railways ? 

Workers biaployed on. Daily Rates of Pay on each of the State 

Railway's. ■ ' . 

1294 Mr Y V Jogiah : («■) Is it a fact that employees perform- 
itio- Mie same nature of’wbrk in different' State Railways^are' employed on 
SI *enir«l ”s ofpV * ' Is- it . fact that entployees.pev ormmg the same 
nature of . duties are employed-on 

rates, of pay ? If so,- wilifhe Government be pleased to state tbe.ieason.. 
for -this difference ? 


iFoT answer tp. 


lliis.JineMiQn,_sp.e_imsweiLto„\iMtai:reajguejtipn_N^^^^ 
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(b) Are the Government aAvare that the employees who have put in 
equal iengtli of service on' dailj’- rates of pay have inferior privilege.s 
to those who are remunerated on the monthly rated system ? Are the 
Government aware that the employees on daily'rates of'pay are treated'aS 
casual labourers although they may have put in more than three years ? 

y J 

Placing op some Employees of the Engineering Workshops on the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway on Daily Rates op Pay. , 

1295. Mr. V, V. Jogiah : Is it a fact that some engineering work- 
.shop employees who were on the monthlj^ rated system on the Bengal 
Nagpur Railwa 3 ^ have been put on the dailj^ rated .sj’'stem at Sini ivith 
the consequent loss of their privileges in respect of leave, holiday's, 
foreign passes, ete. ? Will the Government be pleased to state how manj’- 
such changes in the s.vstems of remuneration have been made on the 
' arious State Railway's in India within the last five jmars ? 

Minisium Wages op each Class op Workers on the State Railways. 

296. Mr. V. V. Jogiah ; Will Goveimment be pleased to state whether 
they have instituted or propose to institute anj^ enquiiy as to the amount 
of minimum wages required bj" each class of workers on the State Railwaj’S ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The answmr is in the negative. 


Regulation of the Wages and Allowances op Railway Ebiployees. 

297, Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Has the attention of the Government been 
drawn to the working cla.ss cost of living index yirepared b.y 'the 
Labour Office of the Government of Bomba.v eveiw month, in considering 
the adequacj’ of the wages paid to the staff on the State Eailwa 3 ’'s ? Do 
the Government propose to direct that similar cost' of living indices 
.should he prepared for all important railway centre.s in India with a 
view to, regulate the wages and allowances of. the, railway emplojmes ? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : Government are aware of the cost of living 
indices prepared hj^ the Labour Office of the Government of Bombai’’. 
The figures there given are not taken specificallj^ into account in deter¬ 
mining the rates of pay to be offered for various classes of employment 
on State-managed Railways, and Government do not consider that the 
compilation suggested in the last part'of the question would be of 
great use for the purpose suggested. 


Wages of Railway Employees. 

298 Mr, V. V. Jogiah : Arc the Government aware : 

(a) that the wages of the railway workers are not fixed with anv 

reference to cheapest or dearest localities ; 

(b) that there are no basic rates of pay witlrsliding scales for each 

class of employment according to the different localities 1 

cmp^-'e^' h classes o£ vailwaT 

consider that there woiUU u ^ ^ ^0^’ernment do not 

b^asic rate of-pay^each class S^empIoj"e^s^® attempting to fix a 

<ro. .s.,vc. - 
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Classification of Time Recorder Attendants and Seal Checkers as 
Menials on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

1299. Mr. V. V. Jogiah ; Is it a fact that time recorder attendants 
and seal checkers ivlio possess a knowledge of English are classified as 
menials and given their scales of pay on the Bengal Nagpur Railway ? 
Will the Government be pleased to state what other staff whose nature 
of duties require a knoAvledge of English and ability to prepare intelli¬ 
gent statements are designated as menials and given those scales of pay on 
each of the State Railways ? 

Grant of certain classes of Allowances to Employees on each of the 

State Railways. 

t300. Mr, V. V. Jograh : (a) What staff are given the following 
allowances, on what basis and in what places on each of the State 
Railways ? 

Over-time allowance. 

Relieving allowance. 

Travelling allowance. 

Local allowance. 

Mileage allowance. 

House allowance. 

Clothing allowance. 

Day allowance. 

Night allowance. 

Regular attendance bonus. 

(b) Is it a fact'that low paid einploj^ees who perform the same nature 
of duties in the same places or stations are not all granted any of the 
allowances mentioned in the preceding question ? 

Remuneration of Railway Employees at Higher Rates for Night Duty, 

ETC. 

+301. Mr. V. V. Jogiah ; Are the Government aware that on most 
Railvmys duties performed during nights or after fixed hours of duty 
•'re not remunerated by higher rates ? In Avhat Railways is this griev¬ 
ance not prevalent and* for what categories-of employment ? 

Pay of Clerks on State Railways. 

1302. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Are the Government aware that clerical 
employees on State Railwa 3 -s are placed on inferior scales of pay as 
compared with those of other Government establishments, like Postal 

Departments ? 

Monthly Wages Bill of the Staff employed in each of the different 
Grades of different Classes of Employees on each of the State 
Railways. 

1303. Mr. V. V- Jogiah : What is the amount of the average month¬ 
ly wages hill paid to the staff employed in each of the different grades of 
different classes of emploj’-ees on each of the State Railwaj's ? 

tPor answer to tliis question, see answer to unstarred questiou No. 28^. 
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Posts oy diefereyt State Kailways filled up by Seniority, Direct 

Reoruitjient, etc. 

1304. Mr. V. V. Jogiah ; (a) "What are those grades in each class 

of employment vhich are throvn open to employees on the basis ot 
seniority only ? , 

(h) 'What arc those grades the vacancies in \vhich are filled np only 
on the occurrence of permanent-vacancies ? 

(c) What are those grades filled up by direct recruitment on the 

results of competitive tests only ? "What are the grades thrown open 
only to the employees in the lower grades on the basis of competitive 
tests ? ' ' ' 

(d) What are-those posts filled up by’- direct r'ecruitment without 
competitive tests, and without the sole consideration of claims of seniority 
without any fault in working ? 

c * f 

Number op Employees in each op the Grades op dipferent Classes op 

Employment on State Railways who reached their Maximum Three 

OR More Years ago, etc. 

1305. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : (ol Will the Government be pleased to 
state the number of employees in each of the grades of different classes of 
employment, who reached their maximum three or more ymars ago, with¬ 
out further increa.ses ? 

(b) Will the Government he pleased to state the number of employees 
in each of the grades of different classes of employment, ivhose annual 
grade increases or promotions have been stopped during the last three 
years respectively for .slack or inefficient ivork, on each of the State 
Railways i 


Reduction of Ejiployees as a Punishment on each op the State Railways. 

1306. Mr. V. V. Jogiah. : (a) Hoiv many employees have been re- 
dneed as a punishment measure in spite of appeals, within the last three 
years on each of the State Railways ? 

(b) Is it a fact that when Railway employees are withheld their 
increments, their future increments are al»o in most cases adversely 
affected ? 


Number of Days elapsing between the Conclusion of the Period op 
Work and the actual Payment of Wages on each of the State 
Railways. 

30(. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : What is tlie maximum and minimum number 
1 normally elapsing between the conclusion of the period of work 

payment of wages, among the different staff on each of 
the State Railwavs I 


-.c statement is being prepared shewing with 

elansp possible .the' number of days wbich normally 

Pa?Me„t „T "">* ■»”'l ““‘““I 

Railivavs It vdll diffeient classes of staff ><on each of the State 
_wwa^s. It be eoBt to the HononraWe Mcmber-m due eourae. - . 

trot ooiocr to m, uo.tartod question No. 288. 
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Facilities for the Grant of Advances and Rations to Employees of the' 

’ State Railways. 

Y ^ r r V 

fSOS. Mr. .V." V.'"Jogiah : What facilities are granted to the em¬ 
ployees on State Raihvays tor easily obtaining advances and rations, in 
eases of hardship ? 

Infliction of Fines on and Deductions from the Wages of Employees 

ON THE State Railways. 

• r t< rl I! . . _ - _ - , r 

309. IVEr. V. Y. Jogiah :,Do the Government propose to introduce any 
legislation regarding the abolition of or the regulation of infliction of 
fines and deductions on the State Railways employees ? 

. 0. ' 1' U '’I -' • * I I 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have under their consideration 
the question of introducing legislation for the control and regulation 
of fines. It is not their intention to introduce any siiecial legislation 
for railway employees. 

Fines realised during the last Three’ Years from Europeans, Anglo- 

Indians AND Indians employed on each of the State Railways. 

tSlO. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : (o) Will the Government be pleased to 
stale the total amount of fines realised from European, Anglo-Indian and 
other Indian employees respectively during the past three years on each of 
the State Railwaj's ? 

(b) How much of the fines so collected were from the European 
Supervising Staff and how much amounts from the fine fund were spent 
for the sake of non-Indian Staff exclusively ? 

{f 

Forms op Service Bonds or Agreements executed by the different 
- Employees qn each of the State Railways. 

t311, Mr. V. V. Jogiah : (a) WiU the Government he pleased to 
lay on the table the different forms of service bonds, or agreements required 
to be executed by different employees on each of the State Railways ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the terms of service agreements are so framed as 
to leaveAhe employees without any protection in a court of law from the 
employers against unjust dismissals ? 

Furnishing of Charge Sheets 'to Employee^ of State Railways before 
Reduction, Removal or Disjussal. 

1312. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : (a) Are the State Railway employees be- 
fo]-e they are reduced, removed, dismissed, or otherwise seriously punished 
furnished as a rule with’charge sheets, tJieir-cases enquired into and oppor¬ 
tunities given to them for examining witnesses for and against personally or 
through the representatives of the accused emplcjmes ? 

(b) Is it a fact that no rules governing the infliction of punishments 
on State Railway, employees are in force unlike Rule No. 14 of the Home 
Department,-dated June 1924 ? 


tPor .inswer to this question, see ansver to unstiirred question No. 288. 
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(o) How many employees during each of the last three years have 
been discharged against their appeals for reasons not connected with 
reduction of establishment, on each of the State Railways ? 

(d) How many employees forfeited their service gratuity and both 
service gratuity and provident fund bonus, respectively, during the last 
three years ? 


Leave Rules of the Subordinate and Menial Staff on each of the 

State Railways, etc. 


313. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : 1. What leave rules govei’n the subordinate 
and the menial employees on each of the State Railways ? 

2. Is it a fact that the Government have been proposing to revise 
tlie State Railway rules but have been postponing the revision for some 
reason or other ? 

3. Is it a fact that racial discrimination exists in respect of leave , 
rules in some of the State Railways ? Is it the case with Government 
servants ? 

4. What is the existing leave reserve allowed for each different 
class of employees ? 

o. What holidays are allowed for different classes of emploj'ees V 

Dir. A. A. L. Parsons : (1) On the North-Western and Eastern 
Bengal Railways the Fundamental Rules apply. These rules also apply 
to the former employees of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway now 
worldug on the East Indian Railway, and to all employees engaged on 
the East Indian and Great Indian Peninsula Railways after those 
Railways were taken over for State management. Employees of the 
East Indian and Great Indian Peninsula Raihvays, who have now come 
into Government service, remain under the rules framed by those Com¬ 
panies. ’ . , 

(2) Yes ; but the revision has taken longer than was expected be¬ 
cause it was found necessary to revise at the same time the rules gov¬ 
erning other conditions of service. 

(3) The Fundamental Leave Rules (which appty to all Government 
servants whose pa.y is debitable to civil estimates) provide that Gov¬ 
ernment serAmnts of non-Asiatic domicile are subject to special rules 
Avhich are generally more fa^murable than the ordinary lea^^e rules. 

(4) and (5). The leave reseiwes for, and holidays allowed to, 
different employees A-ary according to the different classes of employees, 
and Government regret that they are not prepared to undertake the 
exhanstiA'^e inA^estigation AA'^hich would be necessary to gh^e an ansAA'^er 
to the Honourable Member’s question. 


Number of Hospitals maintained by each of the State Railways, etc. 


, • 1- Hoav many hospitals are maintained by 

eac 1 ot the State Raihvays for the benefit of their employees ? Of these 
hoAv many are zenana hospitals ? ^ , 


(nedical certificates issued by competent registered 
s wi bout the counter-signature of a railway doctor 



QUESTION S AND ANSWERS. 657 

are considered invalid by the Railway Administrations ? If so, do the 
Government propose to remove this anomaly ? 

3. Have the Government ever made or propose to make any enquiry 
into occupational diseases of the railway men ? Is it a fact that loco¬ 
motive men are subject to special' diseases ? Has the attention of the Gov¬ 
ernment‘been drawn to the recent enquiry conducted by the medical officers 
on the State Railways in Sweden into the several diseases and ailments 
incidental to the occupation of raihvay employees ? 

4. At what intervals, are what emplo 3 ’ees subjected to periodical medi¬ 
cal examinations ? 

5. Is an 3 r consideration taken, before discharging a medically unfit 
employee, of the fact of his having contracted any defect in vision or any 
ailment due to the nature of the duties performed, so as to find him suit¬ 
able employment and suitabl 3 ^ compensate him ? 

6. What steps have been taken by the Railwa 3 ' Board towards the 
adoption of a uniform hospital policy on Indian Railways and considerable 
expansion of facilities for indoor treatment to railwa 3 " employees ? 

7. Will the Government be pleased to la 3 ’' on the table a report of the 
work done by the Standing Committee of the raihva 3 ’^ medical officers ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (1) The information is being collected and 
will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

(2) Yes. There is no anomaly in the practice. 

(3) The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative. 
Government are not prepared to express an opinion on the second part. 
They have not seen any report of the enquiry stated to have been made 
in Sweden. 

(4) The rules with regard to periodical medical examinations are now 
under revision. A copy of the revised rules when issued will be sent to 
the Honourable Member. 

(5) Yes. ‘ • - 

(6) It would not be correct to say that the Railway Board have 
adopted a uniform hospital policy on Indian railways but as the result 
of a special enquiry into this subject by a senior medical officer in 1925 
certain broad principles were adopted for application to all new pro¬ 
posals for hospital accommodation on the State Railways with a view to 
ensuring adequate medical treatment for all classes of the staff. 

(7) A memorandum is being prepared and a copy will be sent to 

the Honourable Member in due course. > 

Census of the Children of School-going Age of the Employees on 

EACH OP THE StATE RAILWAYS. 

315. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Have the Government taken any census of 
Ihe children of school-going age of. the. railway employees on each of the 
State Railways ? If the reply be in the affirmative, will the Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a report of the census taken ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The answer to the first part is in the nega¬ 
tive, and the second does not arise. 
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Number OF Educational Institutions started by each of the State 

Eailways. 

316. Mr. V. V, Jogiah : What are the total number of educational 
in«titutious started by each of the State Railways t 

Mr, A. _A. L. Parsons : I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
statistics given in Appendices I and III of the report on the expenditure 
of the Railways on the education of the children of employees in 1925-26, 
a copy of which is in the Library. 

Total Number op Railway Quarters occupied by the Indian, Anglo- 
Indian AND European Employees on each of the State Rail¬ 
ways. 

1317. Mr. V. V, Jogiah : 1. What is the total number of raihvay 
quarters occupied by the Indian. Anglo-Indian and European employees 
respectively on each of the State Railways ? 

2. What different types of quarters are provided on each of the 
State Railwa 5 ’s and what are the characteristics of these quarters ? 

3. Do the G-overnment propose to house all the employees with suitable 
quarters in view of the limited number of employees on the Railwaj’^s ? 

4. Is it a fact that rooms provided for gangmen on the Bengal-Nagpur ■ 
Railway have an area of only 64 square feet and is it also a fact that 
quarters provided for the subordinate staff at Kbargpur have an area 
of 12' X 8' and 16' X 10' respectively I 

Station Committees on State Railways. 

318. Mr. V, V. Jogiah : 1. How many Station Committees are in 
e.'ristence on each of the State Railways in India and how many railway 
employees come within the jurisdiction of these Committees i What is 
their constitution 1 


2. Do the Government propose to amend the constitution of these 
Station Committees so as to bring them within the scope of the Local Self- 
Government Acts of the respective Provinces ? 

IVfr. A. A. L. Parsons : So far as the Railway Board are aware there 
are no station committees in the sense intended by the Honourable 
Member on the State-managed Railways in- India. The remaining parts 
of his que.stion do not therefore arise. 


Condonation of Breach in Service of Subordinate Employees on State 

Railways. 


319. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : What is the maximum period of break in 
.service an Agent of a State Railway is authorised to condone for the pur¬ 
pose of gratuity ? 


: The maximum period is 'one year in the 
case break in service of subordinate - employees caused by an nn- 

ftpenrrAT\ foT the employee’s ovm purposes, if such break 

introdueer?^ September 1911 when the gratuity rules were first 
to condone breaks after that date. Agents have no power 

■ nswer to (hia question, see answer to unstarred question No. 288. ^ 



UNSTARBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


559 


Amendment of the Gratuity Eules op State Bailways. 

320. Mr. V. y. Jogiah : Is it a fact that railway employees have no 
right to claim their service gratuity as a right ? If so, do the Government 
propose to amend the State -Eailway Gratuity Eules so as to remove this 
hardship ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The reply to the first part of the Question 
is in the affirmative, and to the second in the negative. Government do 
not consider that the existing rule causes any hardship. 


Eules governing the Issue of Uniform, Free Passes, etc., to the Staff 
on the various State Eailways. 

321. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : What rules govern the issue of uniform 
clothing, free pa.sses and P. T. Os to the staff on the various State Bail- 
ways ? 

Mir. A. A. L. Parsons : Government are not aware of the rules 
governing the issue of uniforms on the various State-managed Railw^s, 
a matter which is left to the individual Railway Administrations. The 
rules governing the grant of free passes to the staff also vary on 
different Eailways, though they are required to_ be in accordance with 
the provisions of 'Appendix 3 of the State Railway Open Line Code, 
Wol. II. Privilege Ticket Orders are governed by rules framed by the 
Indian Railway Conference Association, a copy of which I will show 
the Honourable Member if he will call at my office. 


Constitution of a Central Wages Board, etc. 

322. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Has the attention of the Government been 
drawn to the frequent resolutions passed by the 'All-India Trade Uiuon 
Congress and All-India Railwaymen’s Federation urging upon the Govern¬ 
ment to amend the Indian Railways Act inserting provisions for the 
Constitution in India of a Central Wages Board settling disputes con¬ 
cerning wages and for making it obligatory on Railway Administiations 

to establish joint Industrial Councds on the li^s of the 

Act of 1921, with necessary modifications ? Will the Government De 

pleased to state what action they propose to take m this matter . 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have not been able to trace the 
resolutions mentioned by the Honourable Member. 

Withdrawal of Recognition from Railway Unions. 

393 Mr V. V. Jogiah : Will the Government be pleased to state 
what Railway Unions have had their recognition withdrawn by the Agen.s 
5 the rSpective Railways and for what reasons ? • _ 

Mr A A L Parsons : The Railway Board are not in possession of the 
information. ’ But they are making enquiries and will communicate with 
the Honourable Member in due course. 

Opening of Employ>ient Bureaus on each of the State Railways. 

394 . Mr V V Jogiah : WiU the Government be pleased to state 
whSher they propose to take steps to open employment bureaus on^each 

L95LA 
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of the State Eail-ways so as to obtain re-emplojonent for workers brought 
under reduction of establishment or retrenchment ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : It is the general practice of Raihvays to give 
preference to men who have been discharged, provided their previous 
service has been satisfactory, in filling subsequent vacant posts the work 
of which the discharged men are competent to perform. The Railway 
Board are prepared to consider whether any improvements of organisa¬ 
tion are required to assure that this practice is adhered to. 


Recognition of Railway Unions. 

325. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Will the Government be pleased to state 
the number of Railway Unions which are not recognised by the respective 
Railway Administrations in spite of being registered under the Indian 
Trade Unions Act ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; The Railway Board are not in possession of the 
information. But thej'^ are making enquiries and wiU communicate with 
the Honourable Member in due course. 


Genebal Beanch of the Central Stationery Office. 

326. Mr. Satj'endra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber in charge of the Industries and Labour Department be plea.sed to state 
whether it is a fact that the reply to part (a) of unstarred question. No. 202 
at page 1064 of the Legislative Assembly Debates of the 7th klarch 1928 
is an extract furnished from the Office Manual of the Central Stationery 
Office '! 


(b) Is it a fact that the General Branch of the Stationery Office has . 
all along been under a Head Assistant and has very recently been under a 
senior assistant " 


(c) If the answer to (i) above be in the affirmative, will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to state what he meant by the words ‘ general 
charge of the office establishment ’ and ‘ under his direct supervision ’ used 
in reply to question referred to in (a) above ? 

The Honourable Mr. A 0. McWatters ; (a) Yes. 

(5) Government are not in possession of the information required, 
(c) Does not arise. 


Duties of the Superintendent of the General Branch, Central Station¬ 
ery Office. . 


327. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra :~(a) Is it a fact that the main 
dutj of the General Branch of the Stationery Office is (i) to receive and 
issue letters and (n) to deal with establishment cases ? 


,, p answer to (a) above be in the affirmative, will the Honourable 

■ ®. Pl^^sed to state the nature of the cases which are dealt with by 

the Superintendent personally ? 

for propose to transfer the work of dealing with bills 

the Head Aceounta^^ supplies and delivery vouchers to 

Aoau Accountant from the Superintendent ? If not, why not ? 
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The Honourabie Mr. A. C. Me Watters : (a) Yes. 

(Z») Tile Honourable Member is referred to the answer given by the 
Honourable Sir B. N.^Mitra to his imstarred question No. 202 on Ith 
March. 1928, for a general account of the Superintendent’s duties. Gov¬ 
ernment are not in possession of more detailed information. 

(c) The allocation of ivork of this kind is a matter for the head of 
the olfiee, and Government do not proiiose to interfere. 

Allocation of Work to Head Assistants of different Branches of the 
Central Stationery Office. 

328. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra ; (a) Do Government propose to 
transfer to the Head Assistant of the C and S Section work connected with 
shipping documents ? If not, w'hy not ? 

{Ij) Do Government propose to entrust the Head Assistants of the 
respective Branr-nes of the Stationery Office with the work of issuing remind¬ 
ers and submitting requisitions ? If not, wh}^ not I 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. Me Watters : (a) and (b). The ans-wer 
is in the negative. The allocation of work to Head Assistants is a matter 
for the head of the office. 


Rules regulating Promotions and Grant of Leave. 

329. Mr, Satyendra Oharxdra Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that recommenda¬ 
tions for promotions and sanction for leave are guided by a “et of rules 
and regulations f - _ 

(b) If the answer to' (a) above be in the affirmative, will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to say whether the Head Assistant or the senior 
assistant of the General Branch of the Stationery Office is required to know 
these rules and regulations ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : The information is being 
collected and will be supplied to the Honourable Member, 


Attendance Registers of the Menials of the Central Stationery 

Office. 

330. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the 
attendance rsgi.Gers of all Branches of the Stationery Office are under the 
supervision of the Head Assistants of the respective Branches ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the attendance registers of the menials of the Sta¬ 
tionery Office is under the supervision of the General Branch of the Sta¬ 
tionery Office ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Head Assistants of the Branches are authorised 
and competent to rectify irregular attendance in their Branches ’ 

(d) If the answers to questions (a), (b) and (c) above are m the 
affirmatt^e, will the Honourable hlember be pleased to state the reasons for 
submitting those attendance registers to the Superintendent of the Sta¬ 
tionery Office ? 
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General Supervision op the Branches of the Central Stationery Office, 

ETC. 

331. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Is it^a fact that the Head 
Assistants of the Branches of the Stationery Office are responsible for the 
vork and the correct observance of the office procedure within tiieir respec¬ 
tive Branches and are authorised to submit work direct to the officers of 
that Department ? 

(&) Do Government propose to relieve the Superintendent of the Sta¬ 
tionery Office of his duty of general supervision over all Branches ? If not, 
why not ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Head Assistant or the senior assistant of the 
General Branch of the Stationery Office marks all letters and cases received 
in that office and arranges for their distribution to the different Branches 
ol that office ? 

(f7) If the answer to part (c) above be in the affirmative, Avill the 
Honourable Member be pleased to state what class of letters and cases are 
distributed to the Branches by the Superintendent as stated in the reply 
to unstarred question No. 202 of the 7th March 1928, and furnish the 
number of such cases and letters received and distributed every day on an 
av’^erage ? 

(e) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that an account of all service stamps utilised in the Central Stationery 
Office is maintained in the General Branch of that office ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. O’. McWatters : I propose to answer questions 
Nos. 330 and 331 together. Government are not in possession of the 
information required, which relates to matters of administrative detail 
lying within the competence of the head of the office. 


Abolition of the Post of Superintendent of the Central Stationery 

Office. 

332. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Do Government propose to 
appoint a committee to enquire whether the post of the Superintendent of 
the Stationery Office can be abolished by distributing his general duties to 
the Branches ? If not, why not 1 

, The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : Government do not consider 
tne appointment of such a committee to be necessary. • 


Presentation of the Accounts of Railway-oitoed Collieries on a 

Commercial Basis. 

Government be pleased to state 

of the railwav^mvup?! when, in re-casting the accounts 

ot tne railway-owned collieries on a commercial basis ? 

expect’ed to S’ ^aikhirm^ of the railway-owned collieries be 

expectea to De available, presented on a commercial basis ? 

mate'^cost orproductffin^p^r tori^^n figures showing the' approxi- 

commercial basis including different railway collieries based on a 

haustion of minerals ? ^ such items as depreciation allowance for ex- 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) Government are now consideriiu>- tlip tp 
immmendatipns of Sir Arthur Dickinson in this behalf and hope'to eoit 
to a conclusion on them in the course of the winter. ^ 

1090 that it will be possible’to present the accounts for 

May 1930 ^ ease they should be ready in 


(c) A I'eference is invited to Appendix B in Volume II of the Ileport 
by the Kailway Board on Indian Kailways for 1926-27. The figures there 
given for working expenses include an allowance for a sinking fund for 
the e%’^entual extinction of the capital cost of the collieries when the mines 
are completely worked out. 


Consumption op Goal by the Benral Nagpur Railway, etc. 

334. Mr. K. C. Neogy ; "Will Government be pleased to state what is 
the present consumption of coal by the Bengal Nagpur Railway, and what 
proportion of the suppl 5 ’- of such coal is met from the output of the collieries 
owned bj^ this Railway ? Are the consumption of coal by the Bengal Nagpur 
Eailwa 3 % and the output of their collieries already opened for working, 
likely to increase in course of the next 5 years ; and if so, to what extent ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I am making enquiries and will communicate 
the result to the Honourable Member in due course. 


Purchase op Coal prom the Market by the Bengal Nagpur. Railway. 

335. Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Is it a fact that an undertaking was given by 
• Government that in the matter of coal consumption of the Railwaj^s, 50 per 
cent, of the requirements will be met by purchase from the market ? If so, 
why is the Bengal Nagpur Railway not working upon the percentage Do 
Government propose to ensure larger purchases of coal by that Railwaj’- 
from the market than at present ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No such undertaking has been given. The 
Honourable Member is probably referring to a statement wliicli 
was made by the Honourable the Railway Member on tlie 14th 
April, 1927, to^ a deputation of the Indian Mining Federation accompanied 
by representatives of the Indian Mining Association, whom he told that 
the instructions at the time to the Chief Mining Engineer were to ad.iust 
the development of the raihvaj' collieries in such a ivaj’ that 50 per cent. ' 
of, the railway demand was purchased and 50 per cent, supi^lied b.y the 
raihvay collieries. This statement of eonrse referred to the collieries of 
State-managed Railways ; it did not, and eonld not, hind the Bengal Nag¬ 
pur Railway Company to adopt any similar practice, and Government are 
not in a position, nor do ‘they wish, to fetter the discretion of the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway Company in this respect. 

Exemption op the Profits of Railavay Collieries in Bihar and Orissa 
PROS! Assessment under Chapter V of the Cess Act. 

336. Mr. K. G. Neogy : Is it a fact that the railwaj' collieries in 
Bihar and Orissa are exempt from assessment of their profits under Chapter 
V of the Cess Act (Bengal Act IX of 1880) ? If so, will Government state 
the grounds of such immunity ? 
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Mr. A. A, L. Parsons ; The answer to the first jiart of the question is 
in the negative, and the second part does not arise. 

Abandonment of Certain Partly-Developed Railway Collieries. 

337. Mr. K. 0. Neogy : (a) Did Government receive from the Indian 
Mining Federation of Calcutta any representation suggesting the abandon¬ 
ment of certain partly-developed railway collieries ? if so, what action do 
Government propose to take on the suggestion made ? 

(Z>) Will Government state what has been, according to the latest avail¬ 
able figures, the amount of capital expended on the railway collieries in the 
Talchar fields and in Religari-Dari ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. Government do not propose to 
abandon any of the collieries acquired. 

(6) I am collecting the information and wall communicate with the 
Honourable Member on receipt. 

Consumption of Coal by Class I Railw^ays. 

338. Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Will Government be pleased to state the 
amount of coal consumed by Class I Indian Railways during the years 
3919-20 to 1927-28. both years inclusive, and what proportion of coal out 
of the total consumption was each year purchased from the market during 
these years ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I am sending the Honourable Member a state¬ 
ment showing for the years 1921-22 to 1927-28 inclusive the coal consum¬ 
ed by locomotives and the coal issued by railway collieries. The figures 
for the years 1919-20 and 1920-21 are not I’eadily available. The differ¬ 
ence between these two figures may be taken approximately to represent 
purchases from the market, and the statement show^s the percentage which 
these pui-chases bear in each year to the total consumption. I .should 
explain that the figures of consumption do not include coal consumed for 
other than locomotive purposes, for instance, for pumping engines, wmrk- 
shops, etc., since these figures wmre not tabulated prior to 1927-28. It 
would be reasonable to assume that coal consumed for these purposes 
represents about 8 per cent, of the total consumption, and that the quanti¬ 
ties of market purchases are larger to this extent. 


Number op persons employed in Railway Collieries on certain Specified 

Salaries, etc. 

339. Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Will Government he pleased to state how 
many persons are employed in the collieries owmed by the State and the 

monthly salary of Rs. 1,000 and above, 
belween Rs. 500 to Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 250 to Rs. 500 ? Of these three "rades 

^Smlndkns are held at present by Europeans, Indians and 

were made du’rinw^tlip It grade ? How many appointments 

-tns^f of these grades and how 

Member bas^iee’n cSd^o'r and willT^*^^’^ desired by the Honourable 
ceipl, be communicated to him on its re- 
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Unwobked Resources of Coal op 13, 14, 15, 17 and 18 Seam left work¬ 
able IN THE Jhabia Coalfields. 

340. Mr. K, C. Neogy ; Will Government be pleased to state wliat 
are tlie imworked resources of coal of 13, 14, 15, 17 and 18 seam still left 
workable in the Jharia coalfields ? What is the authoi’ity on which the 
estimates given are based ? 

The Honourable IVIr. A. C. MeWatters : The required information has 
been called for and will be supplied to the Honourable Member if it is 
available. 

Provision op a Raised Platform and suitable Waiting Accojimo- 

NATION AT MuGMA ON THE EaST INDIAN RAILWAY. 

341. bir. K. C. Neogy : Is it a fact that in an important coalfield 
station, Mugma, on the East Indian Railway, the public interested has been 
asking for the last 7 years for the provision of a raised platform and suitable 
waiting accommodation ? Is it a fact that the platform and the waiting 
accommodation were sanctioned by the East Indian Railway twice—once in 
August 1926 and again in November 1927 ? If so, have the facilities sanc¬ 
tioned been already provided, and if not, ivhy not ? 

Isir. A. A. L. Parsons : The information is being obtained and will be 
furnished to the Honourable Member on receipt. 


Discontinuance of the Steamer Services maintained by the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 

342. Mr. K. 0. Neogy : (a) Is it a fact that for some time the Eastern 
Bengal Raihvay used to run its own steamers in competition with the 
na'i'ienger and goods trafSc services of the India General Steam Navigation 
Company and the Rivers Steam Navigation Company in Bengal and 
Assam 

(Zi) If so, will Government make a statement giving a short account 
of this practice of the Eastern Bengal Railway, and of any other Railway 
in India which may have undertaken similar navigation service in inland 

waters ? 

(c) Did the aforesaid navigation companies ever make representa¬ 
tions to Government regarding their competition with the Eastern Bengal 
Sway ? If so. when! to what effect, and with what results, were such 

representations made ? 

(d) Were any agreements ever made between the said Companies and 
Fasiern Bengal Raihvay regarding traffic and earnings of the competin 

steamef sSS “ S so, ilien and to wl,at offaot were these agreements 

made ? 

(e) What are the eircumstancus in wdiieh the steamer services main¬ 
tained by the Eastern Bengal Railway came to be discontinued in the 

different local areas ? 

•Mr A A L Parsons : Steps are being taken to collect such infornin- 
tion^irovaitwe and I wdl .eomnutmealc it later to the HononraWe 

Member. 
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Removal of the Imperial Record Department from Calcutta to Delhi. 

i343. !Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra ; (a) the Government 

please state tlie approximate date by which the lemoval of the Impei’ial 
Record Department from Calcutta to Delhi will bo completed 1 

(b) Will the Government please state what is the amount of the 
annual rent for the buildings in which the Tmiierial Record Department, 
Calcutta, is now located ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the retired Supeihntendents of tHie various 
departments of the Government of India enjoying pension have been 
employed for the weeding of the Crown records 7 

(d) Is it a fact that three upper grade assistants and two lower 
gi’ade clerks of the Imperial Record Department are now engaged in 
the classification of the Companj^ records ? Is it a fact that Sir Montagu 
Butler, in his capacity as the Secretary of the Government of India 
in the Department of Education, Health and Lands, held that classification 
of Company rccoids is more difficult than the w'ork of weeding ? 

(e) If the answers to the above questions be iii the affirmative, do 
Government propose to raise the pay of the permanent Government 
servants commensurate with their responsibilities ? 

-. f- 

Duties of Clerks in the Lower Grade of the Imperial Record Depart¬ 
ment. 

t344. Mr- Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (®) Is it a fact that the clerks 
in the lower grade of the Imperial Record Deparrment have often to con¬ 
duct searches among the old records for tracing information required 
by the Government in their dealings with the Indian Powers or-for other 
purposes ? 

{l>) Are the Government aware that these searches require consi¬ 
derable historical knowledge and acumen and constant application on 
the part of the workers and that a search sometimes lasts for months 
together ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a heavy amount of correspondence with diifei’- 
ent Governments, Universities and private individuals has to be conduct¬ 
ed iu the Imperial Record Department in connection Avith the annual 
sittings of the Indian Historical Records Commission and that this work 
is done by a lower division clerk ? 

Revision op the Pay of the Clerical Establishment ' of the Imperial. 

Record Department. 

345. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Gorernment please 
state how many graduates there are among the clerks in the lower grade 
of the Imperial Record Department, Avhat is the period of their seiwiec 
and what is their present pay ? 

(h) Are Giere any rules for promoting the clerks of the loiver grade 
0 vacancies in the upper grade ? How many vacancies normally occur 

in the next^G^amrs manj^ are expected to occur annually’" 

tFor .insTSLr to tins question, see answer to nnstarred question No. 345. 
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10 9fin that tie scales of paj- of Rs. 50—3—125 and Es. 120— 

miThp the Imperial Record Department in 1920- 

on the ai^alogy of the scales of pay in the secretariat offices of the Gov- 

iS^ScutU f the Government of India located 

(d) Is it a fact that the scales of pay in most of the offices of the 
Imperial Government in Calentta except the Imperial Record Depart¬ 
ment have since been revised ? 


(e) Is R a fact that the scale of paj’’ in the Imperial Record Depart¬ 
ment, l^w Delhi, is lower than that of any attached or subordinate offices 
of. the Government of India located in Delhi ? 

if) ff the answers to the abo\e questions be in the affirmative, will 
the Government kindly state the reasons for this differential treatment of 
the staff of the Imperial Record Department and do the Government pro- 
ppse to revise their scales of pay ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The information !,<? being collected and will be 
supplied to the Honourable Member later. 


Pay and Grading op Mail Guards op the Railway Mau. Service. 

346. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitr'a : (a) Is il a fact that the scale 
of pay of R. M. S. mail guards was higher than that of the overseers and 
branch postmasters 1 

(b) Is it a fact that the pay of the Overseers and branch postmastei's 
have been subsequently increased but no corresponding increment has been 
given to the R. M. S. mail guards ? If so, why ? Do the Government 
propose to increase their pay ? 

(c) Is it a fact that B. M. S, mail guards arc now ranked with 
postmen ? If so, do the Government propose to put them in a higher rank 
than that of a po.stman ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (u) No. 

(i) Yes, because the duties of mail guards are-on the whole less 
onerous and less respon.sible tl>an those r f departmental branch post¬ 
masters and overseers. Government do not propose to increase the pay 
of mail guards. 

(c) Yes. GoA'ernment do not-propose to put them in o' higher rank 
than that of a postman. 


PETITION RBDATING TO THE SPECIAL kLiREIAGE (AMEND¬ 
MENT) BILL. 

Secretary of the Assembly ; Sir, under Standing Order 78 I bave to 
^ report that a petition signed hy the Joint Honorary 

12 Rook. Secretary on behalf of the Parsi Federal Council has 

been received relating to the Bill further to amend the Special Marriage 
Act, 1872, which was introduced in the Legislative Assembly on the 9th 
February, 1928. 
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PETITIONS RELATING TO THE HINDU CHILD. MARRIAGE BILL. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, under Standing Order 78, I have' 
to report that a petition signed by 12.320 persons has been received relat¬ 
ing to the Bill to regulate marriages of children amongst the Hindus 
■which introduced in the Legislative Assembly on the IsiJ February, 
3927. 


RESOLUTION EE THE HAJ PILGRIM TEAPPIC. 

Lala Lajpat Eai (Chaiiman) : The House will now resume discussion 
of the pilgrim Resolution moved bj’^ Haji Abdoola Haroon. 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla (Bombay Central Division ; Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Sir, I rise to offer my grateful thanks, and I am sure all 
the Muslim Meinbeis will agree "with me when I say that our grateful 
thanks are due to the Honourable Sir Muhammad Habibullah for ha-nng 
taken the trouble to come over here and personally tell us the views of 
Government on the Resolution of my friend Mr. Haji Abdoola Haroon. 
As regards the speech of the Honourable Member it can safely be divided 
into two parts. The first part is that the Honourable Member has not 
received sufficient representations or proofs or complaints, whatever you 
like to call them, and therefore his first intention was that the debate on 
this Resolution in this House should be forwarded to the Proviiicial Gov- , 
^rnments and whatever correspondence he may have would be laid-on' 
the table. The second part of his speech was that if there was a strong/ 
feeling amongst the Muslim Members of this Assembly and that they 
would accept nothing short of the appointment of a Committee, he on 
his part and on behalf of the Government of India would be prepared to 
accept their decision on certain conditions. I have gathered from the 
Honourable Member’s speech that he has laid down three conditions. The 
first condition is in regard to the funds. If the Standing Pinance Com¬ 
mittee vote the funds, there will not be any difficulty. The second con¬ 
dition is that the terms and personnel should be strictly according to the 
views of the Government of India ; and the third condition the -Honourable 
Member has laid down is that the activities of tlie Committee should be 
confined only to arrangements made in India. He has pointed out that 
if these three conditions are agreed upon by Honourable Members here 
he for his part vrill be prepared to accept the Resolution as it stands. 
Then, Sir, following the suggestion Avhich you made on the last occasion 
that, as the Goveimment were not opposing the appointment of the Com¬ 
mittee, a few Muslim Members should meet the Honourable Member and 
arrive at a conclusion by which this Resolution wo.uld be adopted, a fetv 
Members of this House met the Honourable Member. I am glad to inform 
you, Sir, that we have arrived at a conclusion by which this Resolution 
will be accepted. The only difficulty the Government found. Sir, was 
regarding the word “ open ”, which is in the third line of the Resolution 
fibout which I have tabled an amendment which T uoav move. The 
Government was that while they' recognize the importance 
Coramittee, while they do not want that it should be conducted 

sittings, they have explained to us a diffi- 
atid' will not be able to meet the wishes of this House fully 

V am a little further, it was in regard to the third condition that the 
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difficulty arose. Ir tvas not at all the intention of the Mover or those who 
agree with him chat the Committee should proceed to Kamaraii or Jeddah 
or place^ like those for personal investigations. ^\’'hat they felt was. 

I think rightly, that they’ should not be debarred from investigating’" 
Mhe grievances of the Hajis from Bombay, Karachi and the other ports 
jifeht up to the centres of pilgrimage, namely, ihe grievances of the 
pilgiims on board the steamers and at thei landing places and quarantine 
stations, etc. As regards this, if a full investigation was necessary, the 
Honourable _ MembeT pointed out ih his speech, that Kamaran being 
foreign territory there might be some difficulty in having an open in¬ 
quiry. Therefore, Sir, we have accepted the suggestion of the Honour¬ 
able Member and I am moving an amendment that the word “ open ” 
should be omitted. But I want to make it very’ clear to this House that 
we did not mean that the inquiry’ will be held in Camera throughout. It 
will be left to the discretion of Government. If they think there will 
be difficulty’ and that there should not be an open inquiry, we will be 
quite prepared to accept a suggestion of Government and we will not have 
an inquiry’ as regards that particular portion. I think in this connection 
I may’ also thank Mr. Bajpai for the very’ able way in which he conducted 
the proceedings of the meeting'and for his deep sy’mijathy for the Hajis. As 
regards the first part of the .speech, I have pointed out to the Honour¬ 
able Member, and I may’ say’ that complaints have been received not only’ 
by’ the Honourable Member but by’ His Excellency the Viceroy’ as well. 
A telegram was sent recently’ to His Excellency a copy of which I have 
here : 

■> “ Public meeting of 800 nimasi returned ticket holders and other notSble pilgiiina 

held at Jeddah on the 28th August. Resolved to approach Tour Excellency for, 
firstly, immediate repatriation of all nimasi pilgrims already long detained here by first 
shill in harbour ; secondly, to introduce compulsory deposit system instead of return 
ticket system in future. It is the best remedy to minimise pilgrim hardships liere. ” 

And there have been other public meetings, copies of resolutions of which 
I have here. I have also received telegrams from aU over expressing 
in detail the sufferings which the Hajis are u}idergojng. I hope, there¬ 
fore, I have satisfied the Honourable Member and my colleagues here as 
regards the real grievances of the Hajis, and I hope, Sir, that there will 
be very little difficulty in accepting the Resolution as amended by’ me. 

(At this stage Lala Lajpat Rai vacated the Cliair which was resumed 

by’ Mr. President.) 

Then there is one other sugge-stion, Sir, of the Honourable Member, 
and that is to have a permanent Departmental Advisory Committee. I 
think thi.s IIou.se sliould welcome that .suggestion, and I hope Govern¬ 
ment wiU put it into practice, because'that will bring the Honourable 
Member and the Government of India into direct touch with those people 
who are yvell conversant with the affairs and grievances of pilgrims. 

As regards the question, Sir, about the Haj' Committees already’ in 
existence and about their working, I understand from the speteeh that 
the Government of India know nothing. I come from Bombay and I may 
say unhesitatingly that they are nothing hut a farce and hardly any 
meetings take place, about which the public are aware, no responsibility 
is attaclied to that Committee and the Committee meetings take place 
with no work to do and hardly’ any’ member of that Committee goes per¬ 
sonally’ to investigate into the grievances of the Hajis. I think, Sir, that 
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unless some constitution is fi*amed by the Government of India laying 
down a certain policy and certain methods by which this Committee could 
work, I do not think any useful purpose will be served by continuing 
these Committees. I hope this will be one of the terms of reference the 
methods to be laid down for these Haj Committees if they are to con¬ 
tinue their existence. 

In conclusion I can say, Sir, on behalf of my Muslim brethern—and 
I am sure they wdU agree with me—-that we will be satisfied with nothing 
short of the appointment of this Committee, and I hope the Honourable 
Member will accept the suggestion which I am making of appointing a 
committee at a very early date. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands) : I regret, Sir, that the Honourable Sir Muhammad Habibullah 
is not able to be present in the House to-day to deal with this Resolution. 
He has to be in another place and that renders his absence from this 
House unavoidable. 


Mr. President : Is the other place meetiug to-day ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; Yes, Sir. As regards the amendment which the 
Honourable Member from Bombay has moved, I am in a position to state 
on behalf of Government that with that amendment we are prepared to 
accept the Resolution. I do not think that it is necessary for me now to 
state in detail what the grievances of the Hajis are or to anticipate what 
the activities of the Committee wdll be. Now that the principle of ap¬ 
pointing a committee has been accepted, I think we had better leaye the 
grievances as well as the best method of dealing with those grievances 
to the Committee. The Honourable Member from Bombay Avho spoke 

conditions which the Honourable Sir Muhammad 
Habibullah IMd down the other day as conditions precedent to our accept¬ 
ance of the Resolution for the appointment of a committee of enquiry. 
As regards the first, namely, that the Government will have a measure of 
discretion l^th as to the terms of reference and the iiersonnel, there never 
diiierence of opinion. As regards the second condition, namely, 
tliat the iunds for the appointment of the Committee must first be voted 
by the Legislature before the Committee can function or be appointed, 
as regar^ that condition also, there was no difference. The difference 
really related to the scope of the survey of the Committee and Honour¬ 
able Muslim Members were perhaps under a misapprehension as to our 
real mtentious in that behalf. They thought that the scope of investi- 
'fidif^ rigidly to arrangements in 

the other rlav ^ Rahiintulla l.as pointed out, we met 

of Glov- 

rigid limitation intention of Government to impose any such 

us the other dav m reahs^that^T'^’ 7?- MusUm Members who met 
on when we try to eo into tB ^ delicate ground that we are treading 
territories which really aiai tb/t otherwise of arrangements in 

territories of the Government of another power and not the 

gation into that part of the. ^ so we said, Sir) that investi- 

ducted with due discretion ai^ wifffo be con- 
ternational propriety. The regard for diplomatic and in- 

Muslim Members who met Sir 
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Muliamniad Habibullali the other day readily accepted this condition. 
My only e:^cnse, Sir, for stating in brief the conditions which the Honour¬ 
able Sir Muhammad Habibullah laid dovm U e other day and the exact 
implications of those conditions is that I do not wish that hereafter there 
should be any misunderstanding as regards the attitude of Government 
and as regards any action tliat they may take hereafter. I am very glad, 
Sir, if I may sound a personal note at this stage, that the initiative of Gov¬ 
ernment in this matter has met with the approval of the Muslim Members 
of the House and that they are convinced that the solicitude of Govern¬ 
ment for improving the conditions under which Hajis perform this reli¬ 
gious duty is as great, as profouud and as deep as that of any Muslim 
Member of this House. 


Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier ’■Pro¬ 
vince : Nominated Non-Offieial) ; May I enquire. Sir, if the allotment of 
funds is a condition precedent to the appointment of the Committee ? 
Is this a usual condition and is it going to he a condition for every Com¬ 
mittee hereafter ? 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; I am not, Sir, jn a position to state the principle 
on behalf of Government, but it seems to me that it is only a rational 
safeguard to postulate, namely, that if your Committee is to functioUj 
- the Hegislature must vote the funds for it. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum ; Is it the usual custom or pre¬ 
cedent! to allot funds before Committees are appointed or whether Com- 
• mittees have been appointed and funds asked for later on ? And is it 
going to be a general custom in the future, or is it meant for this particu¬ 
lar Committee ? 

Mr. Cr. S. Bajpai : Our practice, Sir, in the Department which I have 
the honour to represent is to secure as far as possible the approval of 
the Standing Finance Committee to any proposal for the appointment of 
a Committee before we actually proceed to appoint that Committee. The 
Honourable Member who spoke just now and who is also a member of 
the Standing Finance Committee had testimony of it the other day, be¬ 
cause in connection with a Committee which we intend appointing to 
go into the affairs of the Forest Research Institute at Dehra Dim, we 
placed the proposal before the Standing Finance Committee before we 
took steps towards tbe actual appointment of the Committee ; but, lest 
there be any misapprehension on this point or lest anj!- misgiving on this 
point arise in the minds of the Muslim Members of the House, I wish to 
make it perfectly clear that Government do not anticipate any diJSculty 
either from the Standing Finance Committee or from the Degislature in 
so far as seeming funds for this Committee is concerned. 

■ ■ Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : I suppose it will be the custom 
in the future and that this custom will be followed in appointing All 
Committees. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division ; Muhammadan Rural) : What 
about the Royal Agricultural Commission ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : That was a Ro 3 ml Commission, not a Committee 
appointed by the Government of India. 

Mr. President ; The question is : 

“ That the word ‘ open ’ before the word “ enquiry* ” in the third line of the 
Eesolution bo oniitled. ” 

The motion was adopted. 
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Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the follo^xing Kesoletion, as amended^ be adopted : 

‘ This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that a mixed 
Committee of officials and non-official 'Muslims, with a clear non-official majority- be 
appointed to hold an ojiqniiy and take evidence, ^^ith a view to investigate the entire 
question of the facilities for pilgrims proceeding to the Hedjaz from Calcutta, Bombay 
and Karachi' ports, the duties and powers of the Protectors of Pilgrims and the Haj 
Committees and all matters pertaining to the pilgrim traffic, and to make the necessary 
recommendations for promding better arrangements for the pilgrims and mitigating 
then hardships and inconveniences ’ ’ 

The motion tvas adopted. 


RESOLUTION EE PAY OP JUDGES OF THE HIGH COURTS." 


Mr. A. H. Glmznavi (Dacca Division ; Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, 

I beg to move the Resolution which stands in mj’ name and which runs 
as follows ; 

" This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that steps bo 
taken for improving the scale of salary of all High Court Judges.’^ ’ 

Sir, surprise has been expressed in certain quarters at my sponsoring 
the Resolntion and curiosity has not been idle in its quest for motives and ’ 
reasons for my doing so. Sir, at the very outset I must tell the House that 
I have no personal axe to grind. I am" neither a Judge nor a Munsif, nor 
ever aspire to be one. I am not the brother or brother-in-law, son or son- 
in-law, father or fathei’-in-law of a Judge. I am not a barrister, vakil or. 
advocate practising before a Judge. I am a landholder and a mercharn;' 
who has very little to do with a Judge of the High Court, hut who, as ‘‘a - 
member of the public, is profoundly convinced that British rule in India 
like any other rule in the world, depends for its stability and continuance 
on the strength and impartiality of the highest courts of justice in the land. 

There is an outcry against the Chief Justice of .the Patna High Gourt. 
There has been an outcry against the Chief Justice of the Punjab High 
Court. Questions are asked in the House whether the eternal Miss Mayp 
is responsible for the aberration of a Judge. There are insinuations and 
innuendoes that prejudices and preconceptions are imbibed by Judges 
hobnobbing in clubs with the die-hards of Anglo-India. But no one pauses- 
to inquire whj’- the days, the good old daj'S, are gone by of the sturdy race 
of Judges jealous of the dignity of their office who lived in splendid isolation 
and never cared to be within miles of the Government House, not to speak, 
of the clubs in which some of the Judges of to-day are compelled to take 
rooms to live in. 


(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Mr. Deputy President, Maulvi Muhammad Yakub.) 

The fact of the matter is that the altered conditions of to-da'y affecting 
the position dignity and emolument of the Judges do not offer sufficient 
first-rate men to accept a Judgeship. In my Resolution I 

havi-nT Hpat? namely, how the salaries of Judge? 

be inereaserl nr affected by the altered conditions of to-day should 

pS i°al "P Let me make 

-Ipclf-es o{ the High Coprts ^ ^^^tse a brief history of the salaries of the 



PAY OB JXXDGES OF THE HIGH COURTS. 


673 


In 1886, the satazy of a Judge was originally fixed at Rs. 50.000 a year 
in the Calciitta High Court, aud Rs. 45,000 in other High Courts.' In 
1881, Lord’ Cranhrook equalised the pay of European Puisne Judges of aU 
High Courts by reducing it to Rs. 43,200 a year. In 1883, Lord Kimberly 
abolished the invidious distinction between European and Indian Judges in 
this respect and fixed the pay of all Judges, Indians and Europeans, at 
Rs. 45,000 a year, or Rs. 3,750 a month. In 1899, Lord Geoi'ge Hamilton, 
the then Secretary of State for India, raised the pay to Rs. 4,000 a month, 
the figure at which it now stands. After referring to the great di.ssatisfac- 
tion which prevailed among the Judges of the Calcutta High Court and to 
the pay of the Member of the Board of Revenue and of the Secretaries, Lord 
George Hamilton observed as follows : 


‘ ‘ The raising of the salaries of the Puisne Judges generally from Rs. 3,750 to 
Rs. 4,000 a month seems, therefore, to me a desirable measure, as tending to remove in¬ 
equalities which have an invidious appearance between offices of like importance and. 
dignity in the Judicial and Executive line respectively, and in some degree compensating 
for tlie greater expensivencss of living which is generallj- admitted to have been a 
marked feature of recent years in’the Presidency towns.” 

Now, while the reasons put forward by the Secretary of State for 
India in 1899 for an increase in the salary of High Court Judges still hold 
good, the conditions which obtained in 1899 are certainty not those which 
obtain in 1928. The expenses of life in the Presidency towns and the princi¬ 
pal cities of India have risen by leaps and bounds. The cost of living since 
1899, when.the pay of a Judge was fixed at Rs. 4,000 a month, has enor- 
mousty increased, it being 67 per cent, above the pre-war time. The in- 
1 equalities and tlie invidious appearance which Lord George Hamilton had 
ksouD-ht to remove in 1899 have re-appeared in a more accentuated and 
•■'aggravated form since the Reforms. A Judge of the High Court oceupiec 
a position second only to that of the Head of the Administration of 1 
Vince. Now, in the Warrant of Precedence a Judge of the High Court 
occupies a po.sition below that of a Member of the Executive Council and a 
Minister of the Province for whom it was thought necessary to provide a 
salary of Rs. 64,000 a year or Rs. 5,333-5-4 a month m consideration of 
lahoxu' which, by common report, is not more arduous than ^k^t ®f JM^ 
Successive reforms by the creation of the posts of ilembers of the Executn e 
SrncTl an?MU^ enjoying a salary of Rs. 64,000 a 
the status and prestige of Judges, not only in the ®yes of the 
a Jud<»eship has ceased to be an attractive prize and a fit goal foi protes 
sional'ambition and the ambition of young men adopting a judicial caieei. 
Instances are not unknown (and may be found even in this vei} 
to-clav) of legal luminaries who, though proof against the attractions of the 
Bench, succumb to the glamour and gloiT of an E.xeeutiTe office with a- 
salary of Rs. 64,000 to boot. 

Mr. K. O'. Roy (Bengal : Nominated Non-Official) : Without a pen- 

A H. Ghnmiavi : Tes, though without a pension Since 1899 
1 V, T Ppnvo-p Hamilton by reference to the pay of the Memhei of the 
Board^orRevemie and the salaries of officers in the Executive line, deemed 
1 ? a dasirable measure to increase the salary of a High Court 
has come into existence almost in every province half a dozen executive 
offices earrvdng emoluments higher than those of High Court Judges, and 
since 1899 there has been an increase of pay and allowance in alniost evnrj 
branch of the public services. The salaries of Mnnsifts, Subordinate Jndge.s 
L95LA ^ 
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and District Judges have been increased, but the Commissions and the Com¬ 
mittees since 1899 have left the'Judges of the High Court severely alone. 
In 1899, there was no such thing as the super-tax. The salary of a Judge 
less income-tax prior to the birth of the super-tax was something like 
Rs. 3,800 a month, but after the introduction of the super-tax it comes lo 
something like Es. 3,500 a month. Thus we see that, although there is an 
increase of salary all-round, the High Court Judges have not had ah in¬ 
crease, but a decrease in salary. It is notorious that since 1899 there has been 
an enormous increase in the cost of living : the rise in house rent had to be 
checked by legislation. The price of all necessaries and the wages of ser¬ 
vants have increased beyond aU proportions and the incomes and emolu¬ 
ments of the professional, mercantile and other non-official classes have 
risen beyond conception. It has consequently become increasingly difficult 
for a High Court Judge to live in a manner befitting that position and the 
dignity of the high office. There is a movement, Sir, everywhere to increase 
the salaries of Judges. The salaries of Judges have been recently increased 
in America. Besides, in America, the salaries of Judges are income-tax 
free. {An Honourable Member : “ What is the salary there ? ”) That 
I do not exactly know. At any rate they are income-tax free. Sir, there 
is ample justification in the altered circumstances of to-day for the Govern¬ 
ment of India to take steps to introduce a reasonable increase in the salarj’-- 
of High Court Judges commensurate with their dignity and importance and’ 
for the Secretary of State for India with his experience as a lawyer and?^ 
judge to follow the example of his predecessor in office, Lord George' 
Hamilton. 

Sir, I think I have made my point clear and I have been able -to make 
out a good case for the consideration of this House. 


Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, 
1 am one of those who have suspected the motives of my Honourable friend 
in, moving this particular Resolution, but my suspicion was not that he had 
any claim to any relationship as fathei’-in-law with any of the 'present 
Judges of any Honourable High Court. I thought that perhaps my 
Honourable friend was developing an ambition of becoming a Laboui' 
Leader in this House. I almost thought I should warn my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Joshi, to look to his laurels ; because, if mj’- Honourable friend 
Mr. Ghuznavi comes forward vfith such proposals, with such grievances 
of a very depressed class of public servants, then I am afraid my Honour- 
,.table friend Mr. Joshi may lose his job in this House. My Honourable 
fi-iend, as I said, was developing an ambition to become a Labour Leader. 
He found that the postal peons, the railway ticket collectors had already 
come under the protecting wings of my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi and 
so he set about trying to find a suitable subject to take up in the House in 
order to establish his claim as a Labour Leader. Only the other day we 
■svere discussing the grievances of a rather equaUy depressed class of public 
servants, the Imperial duftaries, who also happen to be under the leader¬ 
ship of my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi. Now my Honourable Mend 
Mr. Ghuznavi comes forward and places before us the harrowing tales of 
rrow aiM privations of the Honourable Judges of the different Hisrh 

raised in thri House during- such question ever having been 

cunmg the last eight years that I have been a Member 
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of the Assembly. It may be that the learned Judges have only lately 
banded themselves into _a trade union and appointed my Honourable friend 
as their spokesman. Sir, that is a comfortable thought to me, because I 
have no sympathy -with Communistic ideals, and I should very much dis¬ 
like the idea of the learned Judges falling a prey to the jninistrations of 
Mr. Spratt, declaring a strike or resorting to sabotage, to which reference 
was made only yesterday by my Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Gour. 

1 very much hope that mj'- Honourable friend’s connexion -with the latest 
trade union will keep the Judges out of harm’s way and that we will have 
no occasion to add “ judicial unrest ” to agrarian and industrial unrest, 
which is one of the conditions laid down for taking action under the new 
security Bill which has been fathered by the Honourable the Home Member. 
Sir, as I said, during the last eight years nobody ever thought of bringing 
up this question. The Honourable Members have exercised their ingenuity 
on all sorts of questions, but never did it strike any Honourable Member 
in this House to bring up this particular question. My Honourable fiaend 
was talking of the economic difficulties of the learned Judges. May I 
remind my Honourable friend that only a few years ago an eminent Coim 
mission was appointed to go into the famine conditions that were supposBd 
to be prevailing among the higher Civil Services in this country ? Need I 
sav that I am referring to the Lee Commission ? Well, if my Honourable 
friend were to look up the Report of the Lee Commission, he 
that even that Commission, charged as they were with the duty of finding 
'.all sorts of excuses for raising the salaries and emoluments of the inglier 
officers of the Government of India, did not find it possible to make any 
recommendation on the lines suggested by my Honoiu'able friend. I have 
to admit that the question of the Judges’ salaries did not arise in a dixeet 
manner, so far as the terms of reference of that Commission were concerned, 
but inasmuch as a proportion of the Indian Civil Service men have to be 
found seats on the Benches of High Courts, this qimstion indirectly aiose 
for the consideration of that Commissiom If my Honourable friend wi 
turn to naee 109 of the Lee Commission Report, he will find a note signed 
brmll the English members of the Commission, where they say that they 
cannot recommend any increase they were referring ni that ewnexion o 
the remittance concessions which they were recommending for officers draw- 
■irtcr a nav nn to Bs. 4,000, and there they say : 

• ^ “ We^cannot, ho.^evcr, reconunend aijy mc.ease for Judges of the Hrgh Court or 

Members of Council vhosc salaries are fixed by Statute. , , ^ 

That is the view which tliey took If my honourable friend will turn 
to the note of the Indian f 

took-quite another the Man and the European 

mendation w J particularly referred to the fact that it 

waTS IS a mail was in th^ middle stage of his seiwice that he stood 

in need of relief. Th^ is that hardship is felt mainly in 

the nS SLd?r"de°anT?Lt ti^ oflieers in the earUest and latest stages are not 

hard hit ” -fTn^onvable friend will find, i£-he turns to page 42, 

Apart from that, my honoiiiab t pension of £1,200 per annum, 

/taoXe l«.a h UTing to be more myaliot tban the 

L95LA 
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[Mr. K. C. Neogy.] 

King him-self, because, it can never be said that if there was any considera¬ 
tion which could be brought forward for the raising of the salaries of,these 
high officials, a man like Sir Reginald Craddock would have omitted to 
mention it in his special note. 

Noav, Sir, I turn to section 104 of the Government of India Act under 
which the salaries and emoluments of the Judges of High Courts are fixed. 
My Honourable friend will find that it is provided there that the Secretary 
of State may fix the salaries, allowances, and so on : 

“ and may alter them, but any such alteration shall not affect the salary of any 
Judge appointed before the date thereof.' ’ 

So that,' even if there were anj'^ increase, the present incumbents will not 
bo benefited at all, because I do not think there will be any disposition on 
, the part of any Honourable Member present here to’question this interpre- 
^tation of the expression ‘ ‘ aft'ect ’ AVhether the salary , is • raised or 
lowered, it comes within the description of the word “ affected ”, and 
therefore if the salary is increased, it will not benefit the existing incum- 
bents.\ Thus, Sir, the trade union to which I have made reference does not 
stand to gain anything by any change which may be made as a result of 
tlie recommendations which this House may adopt. I thought. Sir, my 
Honourable friend was a very great friend of Sir John Simon. I remem¬ 
ber to have seen a eomiilimentary telegram addressed to him by that 
y’Honourable gentleman broadcast in Delhi. My advice to him would be 
f/fp, approach Ids distinguished friend in this matter and lay the case of the 
'|H’(jiiourabi,e Judges, or rather instruct the members of the trade union of 
^tfie Honourable.Judges to place their case before the Simon Commission^' 
p'l am very much afraid that my Honourable friend has mistaken his formn. 

* * ' r 

Sir, my Honourable friend Avas referring to the salaries enjoyed by 
the Exeeuth’'e Councillors and Ministers. My Honourable friend 
Mr. Roy has already pointed out that so far as non-official Indians appointed 
as Executive Councillors are concerned, they do not enjoy any pensions on 
the termination of their office. 


Mr. A. H. G-huznavi : What about the official members ? 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : I am coming to that. I may reniija'd mj’ Honour¬ 
able friend of one particular instance Horn Avhich he will see that it is not 
exactly’- the salary that is the main attraction of a Judgeship! My Honour¬ 
able friend, I daresay, knoAv.s Sir Ali Imam. He Avas a';Member of the 
ExecutiA'e Council of the GoA-ernon. General. Shortly after relinquishing 
this appointment, if I am not very, much mistaken,-lie accepted a Judge- 
ship of the Patna High Court on a' salary of Es.a^.OOO a* month. 

Mr. A. H. GhuznaAd : For only,"a,month or tAVO. f -■! 

* » V ^ ^ ^ 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : It may be so, but it shoAvs that there Avas nothing 
derogatory in tlie salary attached to k Judgeship, a point; of Avhieh my 
Honourable friend AA'as seeking to niake too much. , [ I 

Now, Sir, coming to Minister.s, I< Ioioav of instances in Avhich jMinisters 
have been voted only a rupee per month .as salary. I do not think the 
ana ogy of Ministers salaries was a A'ery strong ’ argument' to bring forward 
m aslnng tor an increase in the. Judges' salaries. ’ 

th'mk^ ^ Ahmed . That is Avhat the Sivaraj GoA'ernmcnt in future inaj' 
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Mr. K. 0. Neogy : My Honourable friend Mr. K. Abmed bas come to 
my help. Supposing it ■were open to a distinguished lawyer either to be¬ 
come a Judge of a High Court or a Member of the Executive Council, or a 
Minister in a Province. What would be his choice in this matter 1 If he 
accepted a Judgeship, he -would be sitting on that high perch and my. 
Honourable friend Mr. K. Ahmed would be making his humble and respect¬ 
ful submissions from the Bar. Look at the other picture. There is my 
Hohourable friend the Home Member, drawing a salary, I do not know, 
of how many thousands, and I see him every day that I am here, trembling 
in his shoes in trying to answer my Honourable friend Mr. K. Ahmed’s 
supplementary questions. If a choice were given to a learned laAvyer, I 
can easily imagine that he Avould readily agree to forego Es. 2,000 a month 
rather than face the onslaught of my Honourable friend’s supplementary 
questions. 

Now, Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. Hhuznavi was referring to the 
splendid isolation in which Judges used to live in the olden days, and he 
was referring with great disapprobation to the practice which some of the 
Judges have of living in clubs in close association with executwe othcers. 
I am prefeetlv at one ivith him in condemning this practice. But may i 
remind my Honourable friend that the present Chief Justice of the Calcutta 
High Court, in spite of tlie fact that he gets a salary of Ks. 6,000 a month 
which is Rs. 1,000 more than is admissible to the Chief Justices of other 
High Courts, lived for a considerable period in a particular club sacred to 
the^die-hard Britisher—official and non-official and it 
obiection was brought to his notice by certain members of the Bar that _h 
Seed to Li?e a house in Calcutta ! So that, Sir,.even if you 
'fee salary of tie Judges to Rs. 6,000, there is nothing to prevent them from 

living in clubs. 

!Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Instead of raising the salary you can give them 
n house allowance. 

' Mr K C Neogy ; It comes to about the same thing, kly Honour¬ 
able friend -was giving the figures of 1866. I have not made any anti- 
miarian research of that kind, but this much I think I can safely say that 
so many clubs were not in existence m those days. 

An Honourable Member : Question. 


Mr. A. H 


Ghuznavi : Clubs were in existence in 1866. 


Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowners’ Association : Indian Com¬ 
merce) : Even in 1832. 

iWf TT r Weoew • Well Sir, whateAi-er it is, it all depends upon 

bSig altogether impartial and independent. • 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Cbamparan ; Ison- 
Muhammadan) : Quite so. 

Mr K C Neogy : But here my Honourable friend seems to be 
tbinking only of The European members. I should like my Honourable 
-fripTirl to tell me of any instance in which an Indian Judge has usual y 
lived in a club. (The Honourable Member resumed his seat for a while.) 
Mav I take it that be has no such instance to give ? 
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Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi ; I believe Mr. Hasan Imam lived in a club. I 
can give j'-ou a number of such instances. I vrill pro^dde you with a list 
to-morrow. 


Mr. E. C. Neogy : I wiU go into that with my Honourable friend 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Then the debate may be adjourned till to-morrow. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Now, my Honourable friend wants this House to 
make a recommendation to the Government of India that the salaries of the 
Judges should be increased. But does my Honourable friend realise that 
the bill has got to be footed by the Provincial Governments and not by the 
Government of India ? Because, even in the case of the Calcutta High 
Court, which is under the administrative control of the Government of 
India, all its expenses have to be borne by the Goveimment of Bengal. It 
Avill not, therefore, do for my Honourable friend to ask the Government 
of India to be charitable at the cost of the Provincial Governments. I 
dare say, my Honourable friend realises the very difiScult financial posi¬ 
tion of the province from which he and I come, and I hope he will hesitate 
before making a recommendation of this kind for the acceptance of the 
Government of India. 


The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar (Home Member) : Mr. Deputj’' Presi¬ 
dent, my intervention in this discussion will be of the briefest, as I intend 
to confine myself to explaining very shortly the attitude of the Govern¬ 
ment towards this Resolution, and I do not intend to enter into the' 
merits. Much of what the Honourable the Mover has said has a cogency 
and a force which, I think, will be admitted by Honourable Members 
whatever opinion they may hold upon the particular proposition which 
is put before them. No one will deny the immense importance to the 
eountiy of the adequate discharge by distinguished lau^yers of the great 
and responsible duties which fall upon the Judges of the High Courts.^ 
No one will deny that to secure services of that high order the country ’ 
mil not lose by paying what is adequate. No one will deny, in view of 
the important duties which the Judges of the High Courts perform, 
that it IS desirable that their emoluments should be so fixed that they may 
be enabled to maintain the dignity which ought to attach to their high 
omee. I am sure these are propositions "with which none of us will dis¬ 
agree. I am not, however, prepared on behalf of the Government of 
india to announce to the House any definite attitude towards this ResO- 
"the House desires to pass an opinion upon this matter we 
snail be very glad to be in possession of that opinion. But we could 
not conie to any conclusion without consultation with the Local Govern- 
mente,_ because, as Mr. Neogy pointed out, the salaries of the Judees of 
Courts are defrayed from provincial rei^enues. It woidd be 
would’Government of India 
Secretary of State making any recommendations to the 

in this matto without a’pointed out, is the final authority 
however, this HouL 1 dl.nn/ Governments. If, 

Resolution, I shall be alad tn*" affirmative decision upon this 

Governments, who are concerndebate to the Local 
My attitude, therefore is that the’enquire their views in the matter, 
in a position, nor could thev he are not at present 

ey be without the enquiry to which I have 
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referred, to come to any definite conclusion.? in the matter. But if the 
-Hoose desires to express an affirmative conclusion, we shall he very glad 
to take the action which I have indicated, namely, to consult Local 
Governments in the matter. 

Sir James Simpson (Associated Chambers of Oommex’ce : Nominated 
Non-Official) : Sir, I have pleasure in supporting this Resolution, and on 
behalf of my Honourable colleagues who sit on these Benclies I would just 
like to say in a few words that we fully approve of and endorse the pro¬ 
posal for improving the scale of salary of all High Court Judges. I under¬ 
stand my Honourable friend Mr. Neogy is. in the midst of his many 
activities, connected with the Law. I would take it after the spariding 
speech to ■^^ffiich he has treated the House this morning that he has abandoned 
all ambitions to be raised to the dignified ease of the High Court Bench 
and that he prefers to continue in the spectacular limelight of the Labour 
Leader. (Mr. K. G. Neogy ; “ I have no such ambition.'’) My Honour¬ 
able colleagues here and myself consider that the Honourable the Mover 
has fully made out his ease and has proved that this increase is long over¬ 
due. If there is one body of our public servants who command our ut¬ 
most respect and who possess our implicit confidence, it is the Judges of 
the High Courts and we ought to be prepared to pay them sufficiently in 
order to get the best class of men. The Leader of the House has told us 
that this is a matter for Local Governments and that they must foot the oUi. 

■ And I dare say that it would also be necessary to consult the Secretary ot 
State. I would imute the House to pass this Resolution unanimously so 
that the Leader of the House may send it down to Local Governments with 
the strong approval of this House and also stamped with the strong ap¬ 
proval of his own Government. 

I have much pleasure in suppoiting this Resolution. 

Sir Hari Singh Gout (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
• Rir after the very ominous speech delivered by the 
Honourable the Home Member, committing the Government of India to 
nnthins and throwing the burden upon this House, it becomes the 
a + Qf .j-jjjg House to'consider whether this Resolution shoiild be .supp r - 

rS ZSrieen a Served provincial eubjeet, and it we were to pass a 
TJ ol.dZ'bT adoptin- the Honontable the Mover’s .suggestion, the rpnlt 

“dTwhethe?U-|rZHi^^ 

frk?wh“lS, iSh^Slfp^rn?, and 5 per cent, open higher 

-salues. ^ cjnlaTv of the Judges, you will he mulcted in still 

If you increase the ees Wch is a provincial .subject 

1 p. M. Mother point that Honourable Mei^ers must 

hear in mind hetore o»be 

S!o7n"'Ss«rSe"oterease tile salary ot the jndieial estahlislnnents. 
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[Sir Hari Singh Gour.j 

Tou^ cannot raise th'e salary of a man from Rs. 4,000 to Rs. 4,500 or 
Rs. 5,000 without raising the'salary of the Registrar, the Deputy Registrar 
and the clerical establishments. If you raise the salar}" of the High Court 
Judge, the Home Member who controls him will immediately demand a 
higher salary because he will say that his duties are of a more onerous 
and responsible character. Then comes the Governor himself. He will 
say “ Look at myself. What 4 is to 8, 5 is to 10. Therefore, you have 
to raise my salary too. I am also hard hit. It is not merely the Judges 
Avho have to keep up a costly establishment. We have equally to keep 
up a costly establishment and entertain the public.^’ This is the thin 
end of the wedge. We have been stoutly resisting the recommendations 
of the Lee Commission. In spite of our reeommeildations, the country 
has been saddled with heavy taxation. 

r Mr. K. 0. Neogy : In this matter the Lee Commission refused to make 
a recommendation. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : That Commission, while making all sorts of 
recommendations in favour of rai.sing the salaries of certain superior 
sermees, deliberatelj’^ refrained from making any recommendation in 
favour of the raising of the salaiy of the High Court Judge. It is 
only about three or four years ago that the ease of the High Court Judges . 
was placed before an extremely sympathetic, and I might almost say, 
magnanimous committee—a committee with no responsibility whatever 
to the tax-payer of this country beyond saddling upon it the heavy addi¬ 
tional taxation which was the net resxilt of its alarmist recommendations. 

Colonel J. D. Crawford (Bengal : European) ; Will the Honourable 
Member give me an idea of what a proficient Barrister gets at the Bar ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : The Honourable Colonel Crawford has put me 
a question. What about the merchant princes who earn millions, may I 
ask 1 There are members of the Bar who earn millions, but that is a 
precarious calling. When you are on the Bench, yotf occupy a position of 
poAver, of dignity and, I might almost say, of comparative ease. You 
cannot compare the emoluments of public services AAuth the earnings in 
trade and in the professions. Therefore, the comparison cannot possibly 
be made. 


Colonel J. D. Crawford 
position on tbe Bench ‘I 


Can you get a good Barrister to take up a 


Sir Han Singh. Gour : My friend has put me a ven’^'pertinent ques- 
lon. My ansu'er is “ Yes I shall ask my friend another question. 

think that a small paltry increase in the salary would make a 
ditterence to a successful barrister ? If you increase it to R.s. 4,250 or 
even s. Aimuld that be a sufficient compensation ? Some interrupt- 

tbe Slover of this Resolution what was the salary 
that ^® ^^ted States of America. He was not able to answer 

flml sot the Statesman’s Year Book. Yon will 

of 000 uer vpav If Federal High Courts draiv a salary 

Court is *oo 000 ^ The salary in the Supreme 

Court Store ? 

Chambers of Commerce anfl ^ ^ sclieme of the Associated 

Court for India, ^f ^ schemes haa-e recommended a Supreme 

>ou now raise the salary of the Judges of the High 
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Court, you will also have to raise the salary of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court. America is the richest country in the world. The salary of the 
Judges there is in many eases less than the salaries in India. India is 
notorionsb^ one of the poorest countries in the world. I therefore ask 
Honourable Members here most seriously to pause before they cast their 
vote in favour of this Resolution. I have everj^ sjunpathy with the Judges 
of the High Court but, at the same time, remember that our sympathy to 
the Judges of the High Court should not make us oblivious of the poor 
tas-paj^er who is already ground down under taxation. Litigation is no 
longer and never was a luxuiy and the passing of a Resolution of this 
character would be a denial of litigation as it would inevitably ^o a 
large inci’case in the court-fees leviable under the Court-fees Act. There¬ 
fore, I most reluctantly but very emphatically oppose this motion. 


Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, I rise to oppose the Resolution of my 
Honourable friend Mr. Ghuznavi and my reasons mainly are that tne 

High Court Judges perform duties which do not ^Xelh^S 

than thev already get and I may say that m a poor eountiy like th s, tne 
of no official be he a member of tlie Bench or he he a member of 
Se ExfeutivrCouncil! should be more than Rs. 1,000 a month. I shall 
bpfore von facts in order to convince you that no increase of sal y 
til TnXes h ask you to consider the method of recmit- 

of the Judges are either recruited from the Civil 

service or b--e-ntes 0 
bcmiee or <, 35 ^ ^f the members of the Bai. It 

come down to accept a salaij 0 . ^ sacrifice. As regards the sub- 

and dutiful men will accept the 0 better. Their salaries range 

ordinate mensem The Subordinate Judges do not 

from Rs. 800 to Rs 1.200 i ^ Judge gets an Assistant 

get more than that, and Judgeship for 

Sessions Judgeship or an ^ tL on a%alary of 

some time, he is Si to decent income at the 

Rs 4- 000. A man who having laivec i jg 

Bar joins the .subordinate service ^ ^ of Ms 

sufficient if he gets more t^t And when he gets 

retirement. He did not ^^Xs rSaVds the members of 

Rs. 4,000 it is more than ^a 3 ,eh of the service, if they 

Civil Service who are 5®service it is open to them. IVhy do 
choose to go to the executive side Bo^^ch I should say, instead 

they at all choose the Bench, the ? jf they do so, I beg 

cf the worry and trouble of has been fixed, and 

to submit they ought also ^^^rand ^opportu^^ permitting Indians 
may he lower lu iutuie yea s matter the Resolution 

S ilUin Swaraj. I am a"vpr.«cl » fed that 3 

has come from a gmitlcmaji ™'Xt,^ , i,,iB a very disinterested 

?f - Ho-hraue friend. 

Mr. Neogy, suggested. 
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Mr. K. C. Neogy : I never suggested that. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : But niy suspicion is that there must be some- - 
thing behind it which has made my Honourable frignd come forward 
v/ith a Resolution like this. It maj’’ be the prompting of some friend on 
the-Beneh, it may be that some one in whom he is interested may have a 
case on the Bench and that ease before a Judge who is in want ; it may 
be to help people like these. But, Sir, one of the grounds that have been put 
forward for an increase in the salary is this, that they should be placed 
above all temptations. Now am I to understand that Judges who sit on 
the Bench are the victims of temptation, and are there instances that 
owing to their want they have accepted bribes ? Since the establishment 
of the High Courts, Sir, we have not come across any case of a High 
Court Judge who has been tempted to accept a bribe. 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy (Burd%van and Presidency Divisions : Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Nobody has suggested that. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : So I think they are above temptation, and 
therefore this ground of placing them above temptation does not apply. 
But there is one temptation above which they ought to be placed bub 
above which they cannot be placed by an alien Government'. That is this, 
namely, going out of their way to help the ExecutB'e and terrorizing 
pubKc men, as was the case the other day in the Patna High Court. (Hear, 
hear.) We have instanee.'t of Judges who forget their high office. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
Honourable Member in order in referring t-o the conduct of a Judge of a 
court of law in that manner ? 


Mr. Deputy President : He is not referring to the conduct of a Judge' 
as a judicial officer. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar i I understand that he was referring 
to a statement made by a Judge. 

Mr, Deputy President : He did not refer t-o such a statement at all. 

■A attempt to suppress criticisms of de- 

eided eases. Sir this is the type of men whom my Honourable friend 
wants to befriend and whose salaries he wants to increase. I appeal to 

SiThps m h"" suppressed and their 

(LanghtS'*^^ tempted to accept such offices. 

tho ^ Mover of 

HlLrlfcourff^. ^ f taken up the cause of the lowerpaid clerks of the 

do rt-,? T-T ’ ^ necessary for him to 

of So Es lo rs. 60 

in SI^S^voSk t'Shev St •S"’ ““I 

that for only five hour.s. ‘ ^ ^ 


An Honourable Member : Some of them sleep. 

york on Saturdays and^they^rSu.sed^^^ Tvhether they would 

VJO Judges sit in order to'deoido o ’ often whert 

case, one of them sleeps and the othei 
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at limes only heckles the law;y'ers, and then eome.s to judgments "which 
arc at times far inferior to-those of the members of the subordinate 
judiciary, as yuII be seen from the various reports of the Privj’ Council 
where the judgments of High Courts have been set aside and the judg¬ 
ments of the subordinate judiciary have been restored. 

• ' Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions ; Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) ; On a point of order. Is it proper for the Honour¬ 
able gentleman to pass an indictment of that kind in this House ? 


Mr. Deputy President ; Mr. Amar Nath Dutt. 

Blr. A'mar Nath Dutt : Sir, this is relevant in this way. My argu¬ 
ment is that the class of men who are recruited to the Bench do not 
deserve even Rs. 4,000 and therefore I was discussing the question of the 
quality of their work. My friend on the other side says that the salary 
of Judges in everj^ other country has been increased, bnt he has been 
quite discreet in not giving us the amount of salary that Judges in other 
countries of the world get. Sir, you wiU be pleased to see that such 
eminent lawyers as Sir Hari Singh Gour. my Honourable friend, Mr, 
Neogy. 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : And yourself. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : That is, those who are lawyers are opposing 
this Resolution while la 3 -'men are supporting this Resolution. Even the 
Honourable the Home Member has kept his-mind open in this matter, 
and it is verj’- right and proper for him and I appreciate his disinterested 
attitude in this matter. But one thing shows which way the wind blows 
“ that it is for you to say that you want things like this and then we shall 
go on with the recommendation which will increase their sal^y , or 
something like this. So, Sir, it is our paramount duty in this House o 
oppose this Resolution and show to the Government that reaUy are not 
in favour of a Resolution like this and convince thereby the Home Member 
and the Government that there need be no such inquiry as he proposes 
to make from the Provincial Governments whether or not the salarie.s 
Lould he increased : and in doing so I would request the Government at 
least not to vote in this matter so as to show that they are really di^ 
interested. They should not put in pleas of 

throw the whole blame upon us when it is passed and »ay, You passea 

a Resolution like this.” n -x i u 

Mr, K. 0. Neogy : If the question is raised at all, it should he con¬ 
sidered whether the Judges’ salaries should not he reduced. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : So I hope that the Honourable tbe Home 
Member will send a whip to all the official Members not to vote on this 
EeStion and that he ^ill aUow tbe matter to ha decided according to 
the votes of the non-official representatives of this House. _ 

■ The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Sir, with your permission, I sho^d 
+ + a+ ‘itflB'e that in view of the attitude which I took 
Iri the’ maltL itemelv, that Government could not commit itscH to any 
dcflnL ctctaZ it’ic the intention that official Mcmbert should not 
vote in any division on this Resolution. ’ 

*Mr 0 S Ranga Iyer : Sir, it is with a certain amount of serious- 

Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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attack on their iuelhoiency, on their incompetence, on their insomnia or 
rather on their sleepiness Sir, I thought the Honourable gentleman was 
not in a responsible Legislature ; I thought he was indulging in a sort.of 
drawing room conversation after an excellent dinner. Sir, that is a speech 
that I strongly repudiate. I repudiate the reflections on the High Court 
Judges of India. Sir, the High Court judges of .India have performed 
their duty in a manner of which India and Great Britain and the 
Empire and the civilized world may be proud. Sir, the Judges of 
India are, alike on the point of impartiality and on the point of compe¬ 
tence, worthy of their place in any part of the world. All those 
r'dlections, coming as they come from this side of the House, must be 
repudiated by me because I do not think they reflect the opinion of 
everybody on this side of the House. 

An Honourable Member : What about Justice Terrell ? 


Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : I hear a voice from Orissa which is in the 
neighbourhood of Bihar. Sir, a prophet is not always honoured in his 
own countrJ^ I do not have the privilege of knowing Mr. Justice 
TerreU. I have read the judgment of Mr. Justice Terrell ; I have also 
read rather carefully the statements that appeared, the observations that 
were made by certain learned advocates in a particular case. Sir, the 
judgment has been delivered, comments have been made in the news¬ 
papers. I for my part am not here to pass any judgment on Justice 
Terrell. I for my part am of opinion that Justice Terrell is perfectly 
entitled to make whatever observation he 'thinks fit in his capacity as a 
Judge. If. throus'h a certain lack of tact, if by necessity he made, 
certain observations on certain aspects of life, I am sure the Honour¬ 
able Member from Bihar will he satisfied that he has also been criti¬ 
cised in the Press as well as elsewhere. Whether I share in that 
criticism or not is not a matter which is germane to the issue. • 

Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh : You are just like the Home Member, hon- 
eommittal in your attitude. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Another Honourable Member from Bihar,-is 
expressing his opinion against my unwillingness to make a pronounce¬ 
ment on Justice Terrell. Suppose Justice Terrell were as bad as two 
gentlemen from Bihar or from the neighbourhood of Bihar would like 
to make out ; suppose he were guilty of all that they would like to say. 
I would like to ask, does one swallow make a summer ? Suppose Justice 
Terrell were as bad as he is painted, can you say the same of all the 
High Court Judges in this countrj^ ? I for my part refuse to make that 
statement ; I for my part refuse to draw general eonclnsidns from a 
single particular incident ; I for my part even refuse to take notice of. 
that particular incident because that does not help the view point that 
I want to present to this House. 


In regard to. the increase of the salary of the High Court Judge 
i am at one with my Honourable friend from Nagpur. I do not thinl 
u India can afford to increase the pay of the High Court Judges 

competent. I would have been tempted t 
' said Member from Bengal if instead of salary 1 

Re.solntion as it A ^ to-day dealing with th 

to make it convenient for TT I would certainly be willin 

conieinent for High Court Judges to live not in clubs but i 
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their own bungalows. But, unfortunately, I see no such amendment on 
the paper, and I have to deal with the Resolution as it appears on 
the paper. Sir, I do think the High Court Judges are among the most 
hard-worked people. I do think they are entitled to consideration. 
But, unfortunately, taking the totality of circumstances into con¬ 
sideration : taking the fact of life as it exists in India : considering 
the difference in the standard of life between highly paid officers and 
low paid officers : I think there should be a general increase of all 
standards of life. I think this question should not be isolated. I think 
the whole question ha.s to be gone into, beginning, saj", with labour. 
And here I was delighted to listen to the observation of mj' friend from 
Madras who referred to the spectacular lime-light in which Labour 
leaders moved. I do not know if the Honourable the Mover of this 
Resolution appeared in that light, because I did not listen to the whole 
of the speech. But I would like to treat even High Court Judges as 
coming under the category of honest labour. I want the whole ques¬ 
tion of labour—from the humble labourer to the highly paid labourer, 
the impartial labourer, the High Court Judge—I want the whole ques¬ 
tion to be gone into? because there is a good deal of discontent in the 
country, even in the higher services. I know that members of the 
higher services do find it difficult to maintain their standard of life, 
and even the members of the lower services find it difficult to main¬ 
tain their standard of life. I think. Sir, the whole question has to be 
gone" into by the Govexmment and tlie excellent attitude that has 
been taken on this subject by the Home Member—I do not share the 
opinion of my friend from Nagpur who described it as menacing : I 
should call it a very excellent attitude—the attitude taken by the 
Home Member encourages me in thinking that the whole question will 
be gone into. Incidentally, I may point out, not by way of embarras¬ 
sing the Mover of the Resolution as much as by way of presenting a 
fact to this House, that the Chief Justice of Australia, who is also the 
Lieutenant Governor, gets £2,500 a year. And when Australia does 
not pay any higher than we do, it may be urged with a certain amount 
of reason why there .should be an increase of the pay of High Court 
Judge.s here without also taking into consideration at the same time • 
the 'question of inerea.sing the standard of life of all those who are 
working in the Judicial Department, Prom the bottom to the top, 

I think the whole question has to be considered as to the admsabilitj' 
of increasing the pay of everybody concerned. If the Goveniment 
would go into that question in that manner I think they would con¬ 
siderably satisfy the discontented people in the .Judicial Service. Sir, 
the author of that fascinating book “ The Lost Dominion ”, who was, 

I think a learned Judge himself, said that members of the Indian Civil 
Service are banished into that penal settlement called the Judicial 
Service. That observation, Sir, though anonymously made tends to 
lend colour to the statement of the Honourable the Mover of the Reso-u- 
tion that there is discontent throughout the service. It is a matter for 
the consideration of the Government whether their salary should not 
he increased. 

One or two questions put by the Honourable and gallant Memhev 
who is not present in his seat may he answered He referred, bir to 
the fact that a barrister draw.s a larger income from his piactiee than 
a High Court Judge gets by way of salary. But, Sir, is it not the 
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case even in, England ? Was it not a fact, Sir, that that distinguished' 
barrister. Sir Kufus Isaacs, vras drav?ing a much more fabulous in; 
come as a practising barrister than when he went to the gadi of the 
Lord Chief Justice of England ? That is the ease all the world over 
and I think barristers will not be found wanting to make that sacrifice 
ipr the prestige of their own profession, for, Sir, I think it is a legitimate 
^^bition of every barrister to conclude his legal career as a Judge. 
With these observations-, Sir, I bring my speech to a close. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty-Five Minutes 
to Three of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty-Five Minutes to 
Three of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Munshi Iswar Saran (Lucknow Division -. Non-MuhammadkU 
Rural; ; Sir, I had no intention of intervening in this debate, but 
certain remarks which have been made by some of my Honourable 
friends leave me no option but to ask youi* permission to make one or' 
two submissions in regard to them. It is to be deeply regretted that 
certain Honourable gentlemen have considered it right and proper to 
cast reflections on High Court Judges and on PLgh Courts generally. 
It is perfectly easy for any Honourable gentleman either to support 
this Resolution or to oppose it without exposing himself to the charge 
of not appi caching the question in the proper spirit. I venture to sub¬ 
mit, Sir, that a tradition ought to be created that, as far as possible, 
HigJi Courts and High Court Judges 'should not be lightly drawn into 
the 4&hates, on the floor of this House. I venture to submit that no 
one fvill 'b'e prepared to assert that on the whole the High Courts in 
Jndia have not discharged their duty satisfactorily and properly. It 
may be that certain Judges in a fit- of forgetfulness permit them¬ 
selves to make extra-judicial statements. I wish to assure the House 
that I deplore those statements as much as anybody else, but ,they 
do not justify any one attacking tbe High Courts and the High Court 
Judges as a uhole in the manner in which they have been attackfed.'. 


Mr. Ram Narayan Singh. (Cliota Nagpur Division ; Non-Muham- 
madau; • V7hy not ? 

Munshi iswar Saran : My Honourable friend saj-'s, “ Why not 
For the simple reason that if you in this House try to detract from the 
position and tuc dignitj'- of the High Court, you really do all that 
lies in your poiver to shake the confidence of the people in the justice 
that as being administered to the various parties that appear before the 
Lugli^ Lourt without fear or without favour. That is the reason .wh;'^ 
we suouiu^ not attack tliem. Yes, those of us Who are by tempera*. 

attacking, might very well attack the Members of the 
1-xecutn e Council to their heart’s content, and I shall have no odjec- 

L necessary for me to divell at 

recorded ury nrotoqt oo- matter. It is enough that I have 

able Membm-s have remarks that certain Honour- 

liouse. ^ themselves to make on the floor of the 
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JSow, the question is, shall we increase the salary of the High. 
Court Judges ? The reason of some of my Honourable friends is 
tha;t, df we increase the salary, we may be able to induce really the top 
men to take High Court Judgeships. Sir- I ventui-e to think that that; 
is not a sound argument. If you take a top man, the increase of the 
salary, say from Ks. 4,000 to Rs: 5,000 or even Rs. 6,000, will not be 
enough to induce him to accept a High Court Judgeship. A High Court 
Judgeship is accepted either for the comparative rest which' it affords . . 
to the man who accepts it, or certain men are drawn to the post by 
the dignity of the position which a High Court Judge rightly enjoys, 
or there are again men who take up High Court Judgeships at great 
pecuniary sacrifice in order to discharge what they consider to be their 
duty. I therefore submit, Sir, that a mere increase in the salary by 
the paltry sum of Rs. 1,000 or even Rs. 1,500 will not be enough to 
induce a man like Pandit Moti Lai Nehru or Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru or 
men of that class to take it up. 

■ . Then, I am told,—I was not present here, I am sorry,—that the 
Honourable the Home Member—am not attacking him—^has given a 
warning to us that the bills of the salaries of High Court Judges ha-ve 
to be paid by the Provincial Governments, and I have it on the autho¬ 
rity of my friend Mr. Neogy that in Bengal where the Chief Justice 
gets a salary of Rs. 6,000—other Chief Justices, I think, get onlj’' 
Rs. 5,000—a house was being built for him as his official residence, and 
when the matter came up before the Bengal Council, thej’’ turned down 
„ the proposal with the result, as my friend tells me, that the roof 
“could not be put on the walls, and that the land, together^ with the 
unfinished building, liad to, be sold If that is the attitude of the 
Provincial Councils, I Avish to ask my Honourable friends here to be 
ver 5 ’ careful before they pass this Resolution. My Honourable friend 
also told me that in that case Government did not think it proper to 
certify that particular item Avhich they could have very easily done.^ 
Certification, Sir, as you know, is a_ matter noAV of no very great diffi¬ 
culty. Certifications come very easily, and if the Governor of Bengal 
h'^ been convinced of the urgent necessity and importance of the 
itehi which had been rejected by the Local Council, one ventures to 
think that the Governor of Bengal would have certified this amount. 
.When I'say that certifications come easily, an Honourable friend on 
the 'other side shakes his head. I suppose my friend ivho sits on the 
official Benches expects them to come with greater frequencj'' and 
' then he will feel that there is not very great difficulty about certifica¬ 


tion. 

I venture to think. Sir, as far as this Resolution is concerned, 
Honourable Members of this House will, before voting on it, take into 
consideration the fact that, ivhile we make the proposal, it is realij'the 
Provincial Governments which have got to p^", and if the Provincial 
IGovernments are reluctant to pay, then our Resolution life all other 
Resolutions, 'will remain as a pious wish expressed by thiS House. 


I, Sir, oppose the Resolution. 

Mr. Bam Narayan Singh : Sir, I oppose Resolutmn and beg of 
the House to reject it. My Honourable friend Sir Munshi Iswar Saran 


Munshi Iswar' Saran : I am not a Knight. 
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IMr. Ram Narayan Singh : I Avitlidraw it.' My Honourable friend 
Munshi Iswar Saran said that a tradition must be created in the country 
so that the High Court Judges may be above all criticism. But, I thmk, 
Sir, this is impossible as long as the High Court Judges are recruited 
from a foreign country. AVhat is the position of this country to-day ? 
Even a briefless barrister in the Patent Office in London may be appoint¬ 
ed as the Chief Justice of a High Court in this country, if he happens to " 
be in the good book of the Secretary of State for India. Sir, when it is 
said that High Court Judges must not be criticised and attacked, they 
must be aboA^e all suspicions. The Honourable the Mover has said, “ on 
justice depends any Government organization ”. 

That is all right ; but AAdiere is the justice in this country ? I think 
the High Courts are established in this couhtl’y not to administer justice 
but to terrorise people so that they will not act against the Government. 
{All Hoiwnralle Meniber : “No ”)• Well, I quote certain passages from 
the judgment of a High Court Judge, and j^ou Avill see Avhether the judg¬ 
ment is Avritten by a qualified man or bj^ quite an ordinary man in the 
street. Sir. this is a passage from the judgment of a High Court'Judge.; ^ 

“ The subject of the charge is a silly little article in an insignificant little paper 
Avritten by a sillj’' noisy little man. ’ ’ 


This is one passage. Then there is another passage : 

“ It is, in short, a biological product and is not the result of political conditions.’’ 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Sir, on a point of order, is the 
Honourable Member in order 1 

Mr. President : I think the motion deals AAdth Higli Court Judges' 
in their judicial capacity alone. 

Mr. Ram Karayan Singh : Sir. I boAv to jmur ruling. But I do not 
understand Avhy, AAdien there are people in the House AAdio liaA’e been 
alloAved to talk in favour of High Court Judges, AAdiy am I not entitled 1o 
say something A\diicb may be against them ? 

Mr. President : Because j’ou haA-e pas.sed certain Standing Oixlers. 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : HoAA’eAmr, Sir, I may A’ery Avell say that 
such a judgment, though Avritten by a High Court Judge, is a silly little 
product of a silly little miud. If this is the judgment of a High Court 
Judge, I think the man ought to he dismissed at once if there is any jus¬ 
tice in the country apd if the Government cares to do justice to the 
people. I may refer my Honourable friends here to the judgment 
Avritten by the Chief Justice of ’the Patna High Court in the Mahabir 
sedition case, AAdiich they might haAm read. 


Sir. I have nothing more to add, hut I say that the high salaries in 
this country arc already a disgraceful affair so far as the condition of 
the masses of the people is concerned. Millions of people are starAung 
in this country. T say, seA'eral millions of them are living on roots and 
leaAes of trees from the jungle, and here I find-that seA’^eral thousands are 
enic pocketed by each member of the bureaucracy ptqvy montb. Sir, 

to”iTi*or0-icir ^ not think there is any justification 

much more Court Judges Avho are alreadj’' getting 
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Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City : Non-Muhammadjan 
Urban) : Mr. President, I wish to take part in this debate because I have 
some experience of the High Court and I do think that this motion is 
wholly gratuitous and should not have been brought before this House. 
I do not see why the present salary of the Judges of the High Court is 
not adequate. We are all men who have some business habits and we 
know what expenses we have got to meet and we have got to keep up a 
certain standard of comfort. Wb know these things, and with a full 
sense of responsibility, with as full a sense of responsibility as sometimes 
flows from the Treasury Bench, I assure the House that the present 
salary of the High Court Judges is ample, and there is not the slightest 
necessity for increasing it by a single rupee or a single pie. 


The whole question really is, whether the best men are attracted by 
the existing salaiy. That is not a question that is answered by raising 
the salarj’’ by a thousand or two thousand rupees. If by the best men 
you mean the men who get the biggest incomes at the Bar, they certainly 
will not be attracted by raising the salary by one or two thousand rupees. 

' Their income must be four or five times, and sometimes even ten times, 
that of High Court Judges. That sort of men mil not be attracted. 
I do not know either that it follows that the men who get the best in¬ 
come at the Bar are necessarily the best men to be recruited for High Court 
Judgeships. I have known that the best advocates are not necessarily 
the best Judges, and the men with the best incomes do not necessarily 
make the best Judges, and therefore it is not to be supposed that there 
is any connection between the income which a man makes at the Bar 
and his capaeitj’ to discharge worthily the functions of a High Court 
Judge. The whole thing is misconceived. The fallacy is that if you 
raise the salary by a thousand or two thousand rupees, you will straight 
away get better Judges. It depends entirely on the selections. If the 
Honourable Mover of this Eesolution is dissatisfied with the actual selec¬ 
tion of the Judges', then he must find the cause elsewhere,—that the 
patronage is not in proper hands or that the patronage is not j^operly 
exercised, or that there must be some other reason, such as that the 
appointments are ,made not necessarily on grounds of efficiency but on 
other grounds. These are questions on which 'there has been consider¬ 
able divergency of opinion,—and opinions have been expressed both m 
this House and elsewhere, but I do not wish to take part in that discus¬ 
sion because I do concede that there are many good Judges, some bad 
Judges and some indifferent Judges. It will not do to cast a reflection 
on Judges generally and I do not propose to take that Ime. But taking 
the proper line in this matter, ! do suggest that'this-is a most ill-tinied 
motion, when we want money for various purposes and when it is not a 
onestion of gift or generosity, but a question of whether it is remly neces- 
?ar7S pay Judges more. I say the existing salary of Rs. 4,000 is very 
much more, not only than a Judge deserves, but than an Executive 
Councillor deserves, or any man in India deser^ms. I think there should 
be a maximum salary for any State official. I do not want that it should 
be £221 a month or Es. 300, as in Soviet Russia but I do suggest it should 
be fixed at Rs. 1,000. And when Indianisa’tion sets in, unless Indians 
agree to a reduction of salary,-it is not possible to eliminate the difficul¬ 
ties of the position. You want Europeans to get more salaries m order 
that you may get more salaries : thus an unwholesome competition is 
kept up. This is not the way to do it. Therefore, Sir, the whole thmg 
• L95LA 
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is really whether the best men are not attracted bj the present salary. 
I say as good a man as j'ou can get can be got for Rs. 4,000. But if you 
are dissatisfied with a Judge here and a Judge there, the reasons ought 
proBably to be found elsewhere and not in the matter of salary. If you 
. reduce the salary by a thousand rupees you will get the very same men and 
equally good men. I am perfectly certain that if a Bill is brought in and 
the salaries of Judges are reduced, say by a thousand rupees, all the 
existing Judges will not retire and will nor send in their resignations. 
That after all is the teat. Because the Government tell us the competi¬ 
tion rate is the proper rate : you can get men for the pay you are offer¬ 
ing. Well, you can get men for the present salary, and without casting 
the slightest disrespect on the many eminent Judges in the various 
Courts, and without referring to any flaws in the constitution of any narti- 
eular High Court, I may say that the Honourable Member is not'right 
in making himself their champion. It is true he entered into an elabo¬ 
rate and eloquent plea of how he had no personal axe of his own to grind, 
but whj’ on earth he takes up this attitude, I cannot understand. 


The_ time of the Assembly ought to be very much better spent than 
in devoting it 'to a consideration of this most injudicious question whether 
the salary of Judges of High Courts ought to be increased or not. Judges in. 
the land ought to be independent. They ought to know that once they 
accept the appointment there is neither promotion, neither increase nor 
decrease in the salaries. Many constitutions of the world have accept¬ 
ed the principle that there should be neither reduction nor increase in 
the salaries of Judges of High Courts. Thej^ ought to know that iheir 
salaries are stable. That is the way in which the judiciary ought to he 
recruited and maintained. It is wholly wrong to give to the Judges the 
idea that their salaries can be increased by means of a motion made in 
this Legislature. They will then go round and ask Members to move 
motions any they will canvas votes. That is a most inappropriate kind 
of thing to do. I do not know whether the Judges themselves relish 
this motion. I suppose they will disown that they want their salaries 
^ be increased. I do not suppose they made any application to tlm 
Honourable the Finance Member or to the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber or to the Vicero 3 - for the purpose of an increase in their salary. 
Therefore it cannot be said 'that they have a grievance and unless this 
grievance is redressed they will go on strike and the judicial administra- 
lon will come to a standstill. I therefore, Sir, without enteZTiZ 
the numerous and \mry pertinent observations which some of mv friends 
on my side have made and without expressing either disagreement "or agree 

Ss s jortrf appealmg to the Houfe to' 
PolflwUeh if IT. ‘ made—I do not know for what pur- 

Co a-Jndlfof the 

not understand how siSh a mot ^ 

Honom-able Member will certainwJn r ^ suppose the 

that'repudiation in antici-nafion suggestion, and I accept 

however, that the suSS Sut h. if"' 

right to encourage Judges to country and it is not 

'''Jl get Rs. 1,000, and in the next tf” of grace 1928 they 

next year they will get anotlier Es. i;000 
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and so on. If so, they will go on making applications. I do not wish 
to add anything further except to say that I have got very great respect 
for all the High Courts and most of the Judges, and I do believe that 
the Judges themselves in the first instance wiU agree with me, and if 
this Resolution were circulated for their opinion, they would certainly 
not want any increase of salary. They will perhaps explain why they- 
want an increase, if they want it. At the present moment no grounds 
have been giA'^en either by Avay of rise in prices or of any other kind, or 
that they have got to employ a larger staff of servants or Ih’^e in 
palaces or own half a dozen motor cars. I have not been able to under¬ 
stand the reason Avhj’- they Avant an increase. Rs, 4,000 is quite ample 
for a Prince in this land to live on. I cannot understand Avh}’' Rs. 4,000 
is not sufficient and Avhy public money should be Avasted in this manner. .. 
We can got quite good Judges for Rs. 3,000 or Rs. 2,500 or even ^or Rs. 
2,000. I have not the slightest doubt about it. I Avould therefore 
appeal. 

Maultd Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions ; 
Muhammadan Rural) ; Hoav much would you accept if you were made a 
Judge of a High Court ? 


Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar ; I would accept Rs. 1,000 or even Rs. 500 
or CA’-en honorary for that matter, if you ask me to serve in a Sivaraj 
Government, I Avill then do so Avith the greatest pleasure. I speak \yith 
the fullest sense of responsibility. It is an idle thing, it is a criminal 
'thing—extravagance is criminal—to waste money in this (fashion. 
Suggestions are made that High Court Judges will have to be increased 
because their Avork increases, because one Judge is entertained another 
will have to be entertained, and then temporary Judges are made per¬ 
manent. I find the tale of Judges groAvs longer and longer day by day. 
The High Courts are not able to get through their work expeditiously. 
There is no disposition on Government’s part to curtail the number of 
Judges. In this state of things what is the responsibility of any P’l'vate 
Member in this House in making this motion ? And after all, this 
Resolution ought to come from the Government, because the question 
of public expenditure and matters relating to services, etc., ought to 
come from the Government. This is not a social service. This is not 
an unofficial matter. Private members, non-official member^ have no 
right I submit, to bring forAvard a Resolution of this kind. Technically 
perhaps they can, but they have no right to deal Avith this question. It 
is a matter really for the Government to bring forAAmrd. If Government 
Avant to make any such proposal, let them do so ; let them take the res¬ 
ponsibility. But let them not get—I do not suggest it—let them not 
get a private Member to move a Resolution and remain neutral. I ex¬ 
pect the Government Benches to vote against this Resolution. 

Mr. A- H. Ghuznavi : Sir, I think it is high time that we brought 
this debate to a close. (Hear, hear). 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : It was unnecessary. 

Mr A H GhuznaAri ; I am grateful, Sir, to my Honourable and 
gallant friend Mr. Ranga Iyer. (An Honourable Member : “ How is 

he gallant " ”) for his reasonableness, for the SAveet and reasonable 
speech which he has delivered to-day. Of course, although the express 
wording of my Resolution does not mention house alloAvance, the spirit 

L95I.A 
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of the Resolution embraces house allowance, and, Sir, I should be only 
too glad to accept any amendment which my Honourable friend moves 
on the lines which he suggested. (An Honourable Member : “Where 
is the amendment?”). As to my Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh 
Gour, I am not at all surprised at his opposing my Resolution. He has 
got the Supreme Court in his head and he is afraid that the salary of the 
Judges of his unborn darling child may be affected if an increase in 
the salaries of High Court Judges is given. I am sorry he is not hearing 
me. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour : I am hearing you. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Coming to my Honourable friend. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Is that all you have got to say about me ? 
What about the court-fees that will be raised ? 


Idr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Why should they be raised ? Coming to my 
Honourable friend IMr. Amar Nath Dutt, I do not think I should take 
his remarks seriously. He would like to have Judges without salaries. 
Honorary Judges lUie Honorary hlagistrates. I am not opposed to his 
suggestion, but I would humbly advise him to give effect to it after the 
dawn of the millennium under the Swaraj Government. It is true that the 
•salary of Ministers is reducible to one rupee or nothing, but does not 
affect my argument that the creation of the offices of Members of Executive 
Council whose salaries cannot be reduced and that of Ministers have ad¬ 
versely affected the position and status of the Judges. Prom my friend’s 
occasional remarks, occasional lapses in this House addressing the Chair 
in a form familiar to the lower courts it is not unkind to presume that 
his practice has been miles away from High Courts. (Laughter). There¬ 
fore, his knowledge of High Court Judges is obviously based on 
secondhand information which is not always accurate, and in the present 
case it seems to me to betray a woeful lack of taste. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : What about your own secondhand facts obtained 
from the Judges ? 


Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : I am coming to you presently. My gallant 
and Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, (Laughter) has substituted satire^ 
sarcasm and affected witticism for sound logic. He has advised me to 
address the proper forum, namely. Sir John Simon. Thanks. I would 
thank him for his gratuitous advice and I hope I will profit by it. He 
has referred to Sir Ali Imam’s acceptance of a Judgeship. Does my 
friend know that he has been indirectly supplying the ease in support 
of my Resolution ? (Mr. K. C. Neogy. Who are the others ?). Just 
a minute. Sir Ali Imam, who stuck to the office of Law Member for 
oyer five years, found it impossible to stick to the uncomfortable posi- 

more than six months, and he quickly jumped from 
It to the Membership of the Executive Council of Bihar. 


I'XLIUSILI 


to my Honourable friend, 

£ Members : “ Not gaUant ? ”), and I than 

Hip-ii ^ protest against the reflection upon the Judges of th 

surprised at his Honorable Members in this House. I am m 

sober-minded 'what is expected from a level-headei 

ooutieman hke my Honourable friend. 




PAT OF JUD&ES OF THE HIGH COURTS. 




„ . ex-Advocate General of Madras, my Honourable 

mend, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar. He has forgotten entirely, I believe he 
Avas not in the House when I made my speech, that the salaries of the 
Judges have not been revised since 1866. Even in 1899 the salaries ivere 
exactty the same as they were in 1866. FraeticaUy £or 60 years the 
.‘salaries of the Judges have not been rcA'ised and no notice has been taken 
by anj’- Committee or Commission regarding those salaries. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour : This contradicts your main speech. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavl : No. I meant “ not been increased ” I stated 
that they were not increased and they haA'e almost remained at the same 
level since 1866. That is my point. Well, Sir, I Avould ask one thing of 
my Honourable friend. Sir Hari Singh Gour. If an Executive Council 
Membership Avere offered to him and also a Judgeship, Avill my Honour¬ 
able friend tell this House which one he Avould accept ? [Ati SonouraMe 
Member : “ The latter ”.) I am sure that is not his AueAV. (Mr. 
Jamnadas M. Mehta ■. “ He Avill be offered neither of the tAVo ”.) 
(An Honourable Member : “ He would Idie to go to the Supreme 

Court. ”) He will not be offered a Judgeship because he is OAmr age. 
That is the reason. He has no chance for a Judgeshiii or for a Judge’s 
salary. 


Sir, Avith these words, I would ask the House to carry this Resolution, 
if possible, unanimously (Some Honourable Members : Oh !) or _ at 
least to pass it by a large majority. (Some Honourable Members ; “ With¬ 
draw ”. Sir Hari Singh Gour : Otherwise it will be throAvn out 

An Honourable Member : “ Withdraw as you have made your speech ”.) 

I Avill not withdraw. 


Mr. President : The question is : 

‘ ‘ That the fol]o^^•^ng Eesolution he adopted : 

‘ This Assemhlr reeojnmends to the Governor General in Conncil that steps be 
taken for improving the scale of salary of all High Court Judges 

The Assembly dirnded : 


ATHS—^22. 


Abdul Qaiyuni, Nawab Sir Sahihzada. 
Alexander, Mr. William. 

Anv .ar-iil-Azim, Mr. 

Ashiafudrlin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Saiyid. 

Ohatter.iee, The Eevd. J. C. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Cravfordj Colonel J. D. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. 

LaTub, Mr. W. S. 

Mohammad Ismail Khan, Haji Cliaud- 
hury. 


Mnkhcrjee, Mr. S. C. 

Safique, Mr. Muhammad. 

Haj.ah, Bno Bahadur M. C. 
Passoon, Sir Victor. 

Shah Kawaz, Mian Mohammad. 
Shervani, Mr. T. A. K. 

Simpson, Sir James. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Sykes, Mr. E. E. 

Tamin Kh.an, Mr. Muhammad. 
Znlfiqar Ali Khan, Kawnb Sir. 
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NOES- 

Anej', Mr. M. S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. T. Eaugaswami. 
Ay3'augar, Mr. M. S. Sesha. 
Badi-az-Zaman, Maulvi. 

Bolvi, Mr. D. V. 

Biiargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 

Cliundcr, Mr. iSiirmal Clmnder. . 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 

Parookhi, Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb. 

Gour, Sii Haii Singh. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Hiia Singh, Brar, Sardar Bahadur, 
Honorarj’ Captain. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 

Iswar Saran, Munshi. 
lyungar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

.Jogiah, A[i\ Varahagiri Venkata. 
Kidwai, htr. Kafiq Ahmad. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. I 

Laliiri Chaudhury, ilr. Dliirendra Kanta.' 
Lajpat Eai, Lala. 

The motion was negatived. 


- 47 . 

Malaviya, Pandit kladan Molian. 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Murtuza Saheb Baliadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Naidu, Mr. B. ‘P. 

Neog}', Mr. K. C. 

Phookun, Srijut Tarun Earn. 

Bang Behari Lai, Lala. 

Eanga Ij'er, Air. C. S. 

Eao, Ml. G. Sarvotham. 

Eoj-, Eai Bahadur T.arit Bhusan. 

Sarda, Eai Baiiib Harbilaa. 

Siiafee, Maulvi Moliamniad. 

Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. 

Singh, Kumar Ennnnjayn. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Earn Narayan. 

Sinhu, Kumar Ganganand. 

Sinha, Mr. Rajivaranjan Prasad. 

Tok Kjd, TJ. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 


RESOLUTION BE EDUCATION OF GIRLS AND WOMEN IN THE 
TERRITORIES ADMINISTERED BY THE CENTRAL GOYERN- 
]\IENT. 


Mr. President : Sardar Jowahir Singh. 

The Rev. J. C. Ohatterjee (Nominated : Indian Christians) ; Sir, 
the Honourable Member is absent from the House and he has already- 
requested you in writing to kindly permit me to move the Resolution in 
his name. Therefore, Sir, with all due respect, I request your permission 
to move the Resolution that stands in the name of my Honourable friend. 

Mr. President ; The Rev. J. C. Ohatterjee. 


The Rev. J. C. Ohatterjee : I beg to move the following Resolution : 

to siufUmf Assembly leeommeiids to the Governor General in Council that he be pleased 
cd,iS,riu 'capital as well as recurring, for the furtherance of girls’ 

TOove is 1 the privilege to 

problems, namely ’ the onr national 

fAd to some estSt '^omen’s education on right lines 

and the benefit of edueation^breach of girls and women of this 

ic IS the birthright of every citizen in 
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a civilised country. I believe, Sir, that tbe problem of the education of 
our girls is far more important than any other national problem, and 
when one hears so many discussions taking place, bitter struggles for the 
demand of self-government, many committees sitting to write reports, 
constitutions being drawn up, men sajdng hard things to each other, it 
seems to me that there is somewhat of an unreality in all these -wranglings, 
for, Sir, I ask how can any counti'y attain to full responsible government 
or Swara.i when it is only working as it were with only half its man¬ 
power. I believe that so long as we do not bring education to our iieople, 
and especially to our womanhood, we shall never be able to settle onv 
national problems, we shall never be able to attain Swaraj or self-govern¬ 
ment, and even if some fairie could give it to us. that self-government 
could be sustained so long as the better half of our nation is not educated 
and is not sensible to its responsibilities or its opportunities. 


Tbe Eesolntiou which I have just moved is divided into three parts. 

I shall endeavour, as hriefij^ as possible, to show the importance and the 
necessity of each part. The fir.st part of the Resolution ask.s the Governor 
General in Council to sanction a substantial grant, capital as well as 
recurring, for the furtherance of girls’ education in the centrally admin¬ 
istered territories which-, as we all know, comprise the Province of Delhi, 
the North-West Frontier Province, Ajmer and Coorg. I know that my 
Resolution of necessity must be confined to tliese provinces as education 
is a transferred subject in the other provinces. I do not believe that the 
Central Government which ought to set an example and give_ a lead to 
Provincial Governments in all matters relating to nation-building has in 
this matter of women’s education given a lead in the centrally administered 
territories. For instance, the Punjab does a great deal more for educa¬ 
tion than any of the centrally administered territories under the Govern¬ 
ment of India’s direct control. Then, Sir, _ there is another point. 
Government have acknowledged on all occasions that they have the 
greatest sympathy with women’s education, but it is difficult to realise 
that they have done all that they could have done or JiouW have done 
in this matter. For instance only last week, Mr. P. W. Marsh, I.C.S., 
Collector and District Magistrate of Aligarh, when opening an 
VernaeuliT Girls’ School in that town said that till 

women has depended almost entirely on P^'^ate generosity. Now Si^ 

T shall anote a very few figures and show that that statement is not by 
Lf means VaggerMed. I take my figures from tbe official report yust 
issued by Government for Education in 192o-26, and in that ^ ^port we 
ar? told that in the whole of British India tliere are 1/6,000 educational 
institutions of all kinds for the education of males, whereas for the educa¬ 
tion S women and girls there are only 27,110 educational institutions of 
InTinus kffids. Sir, I do, not in the least contend that the number of 
A nn+TATial institutions for bovs is .sufficient. We all know that in an 
eSmoL country like ours this number is hopelessly inadequate; but it is 
sSsing that, as the result of the combined efforts of Government, of 
Sl bodis and private effort in this countp', the number of girls 
Shnokin tbrcountry is hardly a seventh of the number—the very 
mea^^re number—of boys’ schools in the land. We find that for every 
ten 'schools for boys, there is not even one for girls. The proportion 
would be iusi under one. Then, again, if we go on to the que-stinn of 

.national expenditure on education, ^ s^ent 

or even greater. In the same year 1926 Rs. 14,12,«5,bbl were spem 
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from all sources on tlie education of males, vliereas only a little, over 
Rs. 2 crores was all that could he found for the education of women and 
girls. Considering that the education of girls in this country is so far 
behind that of hoys, the reasonable and the logical course would have 
been that we should spend seven times as much on the education of women 
and girls and provide seven times a.s many institutions for the education 
of women and girls as we can do for the boys and men of this country. 
Now, Sir, my gallant and Honourable friend from Nagpur has some-times 
referred to the women of this country as the depressed classes. Far be 
it from me, that I should characterize the fair sex of my country as the 
depressed classes—to say the least, it would not be quite safe for me—but 
I may be pardoned when I maintain that at all events in the matter of 
education the vast majority of women and girls of this countrj^ are very 
backward. Now, Government rightlj'' and at all times profess, and also 
try to give effect to their professions, to help the backward communities. 
Therefore it stands to reason that they should do their utmost to help 
forward the education of what I may vnth a certain amount of trembling 
and hesitation describe as the most backward community so far as educa¬ 
tion goes. But that is not what really happens in practice. If we take 
the figures given in the report that I have quoted from, we find that in 
the case of boys’ education Government contributes 46.9 per cent, of the 
total expenditure on boys’ education. In the ease of girls’ education 
private effort has to find no less than 23 per cent, of the total cost of 
girls’ education, whereas in the ease of hoys’ education private effort is 
responsible only for 12 per cent, of the total expenditure. Government 
contributes to the cost of girls’ education only 45 per cent, of the total 
cost on education. I maintain. Sir, that to be fair. Government ought 
to contribute something like 200 per cent, of what is contributed by 
private sources for the education of girls, which is so backward. Evei’y- 
one here more or less realizes the extent of our national disaster because 
of the illiteracy and the ignorance of the vast majority of the women of 
this land, but I wonder how many people do realize fully the exact degree 
of that terrible disaster. I find that in the year 1916 there vere only .9 
of the womanhood of India who could at all read or who could be described 


as literate ; that is to say, not one in a hundred Tvas able to sign or write 
her name at that time. Ninety-nine women out of a hundred could not 
read and write. We should have thought that in the last ten years, in 
which there has been so much progress in the country in other directions, 
the situation in this respect could have improved, but the report for 1926 
tells us that the proportion of literate women has only risen to 1.3, and 
in the words of that report this progress is described a.s extremely slow 
and much below the rise in the percentage for males. I do not desire 
to weary the House by quoting more statistics and figures. I believe I 
have said enough to convince the House that the problem is most urgent 
and that we are right in asking the Government to give practical effect 
to their .ympathy and to provide money for education or rather for 
greater educational facilities at lea.st in the eentrallv-administered areas. 
ini'l.Tf ^ centrally-administered areas in the first 

GolSnmenTTitl itself would agree that the Central 

hs groaTi^sonrces ""m L+ f^'^^^g^ished men that it includes and with all 
It i'* however suiWkmt^tbaY ^^®3fad and an example to the provinces. 

,-Uiprising that in the centrally-administered territories 
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there is not a single—I believe I am right in saying—a single arts eollpge 
for ■^nien or a single training college for women except at Delhi. I do 
not thinlc that there is any part of the centrally-administered territories 
where compulsory primary, education is provided for girls. Sir, if it is 
possible in States like Baroda and even in the distant and rather out¬ 
landish State of Bikaner—for we read in this morning’s paper that 
Bikaner has resolved to provide for compulsory education for boys and 
girls in that State—^it certainly ought to be possible for the Central 
tJovernment to proidde funds for compulsory primary education in the 
small territories which they directly administer. Speaking of my own 
Province of Delhi, where I believe the Government of India reside for some 
part of the year, the Municipality. I can assure you, has been anxious to 
provide cominilsory primary education for girls, but they are unable to 
do so because the grant that is given for education by Government is 
very inadequate, and rightly or wrongly as it is still considered that 
boys’ education should come first. As they are not able to provide for 
all the expenditure required for boys’ education, thej’’ feel very doubtful 
if they should undertake compulsory education for girls. Now that is 
a thing to which I invite the attention of the Assembly and of the Govern¬ 
ment—^Delhi is a place where thej'^ can start to-morrow, if they so like, 
compulsory education for girls and with very good effect. 

The second part of my Eesolution asks for the establishment of a well- 
equipped training college for the training of women teachers. A training 
college, so far as this Resolution goes, is not intended to mean a college 
for training women graduates only ; I believe it is intended to include 
a training course, he it normal classes, be it junior Anglo-vernacular 
classes, or be it classes for the training of graduate teachers. Now, every¬ 
one knows that in this country so far as women’s education goes, next to 
the question of money, the mo.st urgent problem is the paucity of suitable 
trained women teachers : and unless we have women teachers, how are 
we going to have scholars taught ? T -will quote a few further figures. 
If you look up this 1926 report, you will find that in the whole of British 
India there are only 134 women in training colleges for teachers. 
Considering that some of these prospective women teachers are likely to 
get married and therefore in a sense will he lost to the teaching profession, 
we thus find that for the whole length and breadth of the country containing 
300 millions of people there will hardly be a supply of 100 well-trained 
teachers a year. Now, I ask, .Sir, is that a state of affairs considered com¬ 
plimentary or satisfactorj'^ for any civilized country ? I am not one of 
those who would place ail blame for everything on the .shoulder,s of 
Government ; I am not here to maintain that the paucity of wonicn 
teachers is entirely due to tlie lack of sympathy or the lack of facilities 
provided by Goveimment. But 1 would say this that after all there is 
something that can be done by them. Noiv, what are the reasons wliy 
there are not more girls willing to .sro into training colleges for women 
teachers ? The first thing is tiiat there is iiardiy any, at any rate in North 
India—I do not know about South India—a self-contained training col¬ 
lege for women, there may be one .such in tbe South. But the general 
practice in North India is that one or two or at the utmost three women .are 
admitted to men’s training colleges. I maintain that the eu'^toms of the 
country are such that it is not very encouraging for the majority of girls 
of good families to go into these training colleges. And, even if our 
customs did permit of that, it is extremely doubtful whether two or three 
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women in a large men’s college can derive tlie benefits of corporate life 
or get the full benefits of training when they are in such a hopeless mi¬ 
nority. What we therefore want is a well-staffed, well-equipped training 
college, or at any rate training classes attached to an arts college in one 
of the central places in India. I hope that Government will seriously 
consider the desirability and the urgent nfeed.for establishing such a col¬ 
lege, possiblj’- in Delhi, which being the hub of the universe at the present 
time will draw. I hope, qualified women graduates from all parts of the 
country. I dream of a great college for women on the banks of the 
Jumna, soiiiething like, though not quite like, the one described by Tenny¬ 
son in the “ Princess ”. But even a college cannot be started or main¬ 
tained Avithout money, and that is the reason Avhy I am trying to press on 
Government the need for funds to .start a college of this kind. 

In the final part of my Resolution I have asked for the appointment 
of a competent committee, including prominent women, to go into the 
entire subject and to make a report. Sir, it Avas in the year 1925 that 
the Director of Public Instruction of Bengal extended" a memorable 
invitation to women in the following words : 

“ You have asserted yoursch’es in the field of politics. Hoav long is to be before 
you assert yourselves in the field of secondary and higher education ? 'How long are 
you going to tolerate a man-made syllabus, a man-made system, a mau-niade e-xamina- 
tion and a controlling authority in Avhich Avomen haA'c no A'oice as the dominating arbiter 
of your educational destinies 1 ” 


That invitation and challenge was taken up by the educated women of 
India Avithout delay. They haA'e become fully aliA’^e to tlie dangers of 
this mau-macTe system of education. They realize that if tlie "^slavish 
imitation of boys’ education continues, the girls of this country 
Avill never be educated on right lines. Their ansAver AAms de¬ 
monstrated in the tAvo all-India Conferences iield this year and last 
year on Avomen’s educational reform. Any one Avho either attended these 
conferences, read reports of their doings or had anjdhing to do with them 
wonlcl he convinced not only of the ability of onr women and of their 
fitness to guide the lines on which right education should be based for 
our girls, but will also have realized the determination of this handful 
of educated and noble women of our land to bring education Avitbin the 

reach of all their less fortunate sisters. Before the countrj’- undertakes_ 

I hope with the help and sympathy of GoAmrnmelnt—an all-India cam¬ 
paign for the education of women and girls, for Aviping out illiteracy 
amongst women, it is absolutely necessary that Ave should lay doAvn the 
right lines on which such education should proceed. We have read notices, 
m rather extracts, from a great many memoranda submitted to the 

of the Simon Commission, and several prominent 
st-itA writing their memoranda have gone out of their way to 

if nftPr present system of education in this country is rotten. WeU, 
a Seat deS ^d^«^tion for hoys which has advanced 

down to some extent Tc described as already liaving settled 

an imitation of that’system ^ mistake in perpetuating 

think—and especial!v^fbr our girls. There is yet time in which to 

right line.s on which tliP themseh^es to consider—what are the 

That is the reason whv T in this country should proceed, 

committee to carefuUv’ an appointment of a competent 

lay down the Sht pl® the. subject of women’s education 

oht lines on Avhich it should proceed. I shall not be 
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satisfied until that committee, wliicli I hope will be appointed by Govern¬ 
ment, comprises within its membership an adequate representation of 
educated women. No one, as I have said, who has seen the work of the 
all-India Conferences of women and the many constituent provincial 
Conferences that preceded them, will deny that there are enough women 
in. the land who can adorn such a committee and contribute valuable 
help in working out the lines on which education for women should 
proceed. 

Sir, I need not add very much more to what I have said. T am 
perfectly confident that such an enlightened House as this will not 
hesitate to accept unanimously this modest Resolution for the furtherance 
of women’s education. I have not moved this Resolution merely to get 
something out of Government, although I sincerely hope that we will get 
not something but a great deal from Government for this work. I 
believe, Sir, that the gods and also governments help those who help them¬ 
selves, and I have therefore moved this Resolution in the hope that the 
debste that will he raised upep. it will bring this important subject to 
the renewed notice of the country, and that every one who is keen on the 
enlightenment and advancement of our land or for the attainment of what 
is known as Swaraj, will take the lead from this House and work with 
renewed zeal for this noble cause. Speaking personally, if I may be 
pardoned for making a personal reference, when one realizes and fully 
believes that all that is best in one’s life has come first and foremost from 
the training and from the help of an educated mother, and realizing 
how difficult it would be to contemplate life without the help and 
companionship of an educated wife or the sympathy or the interest oi 
educated sisters—and I believe many Members of this Honourable House 
have had these benefits—it is hard to imagine how any one should not be 
keen to bring within the reach of every man in this land the same training, 
the same companionship, the same enlightened sympathy, which some of 
us have had the good fortune to enjoy. I cannot do better, Sir, f^an to 
conclude my remarks by repea.ting- the noble words spoken by Her 
Excellency Lady Irwin in the course of a speech delivered at the 
of the second all-India "Women’s Conference held this year at Delhi. 


Her Excellency said : * 

“ Tlie fuTtlierance of education for women is a great constructive v-ork, tor it 
means nothing less than an attempt to build a City of God in the home.s of this country . 
It is the nobfest concern of women, nobler even than great profession of medicine, 
since it ministers to the hearts and minds and not only to the body. 

Sir, this Re.solution is a humble attempt to help 

of a City of God in the homes of our land, and I commend it to this Hou.se. 

Sir, I move. (Applause). . , . , ■ j 

(At tluTItage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was occupied 
by Mr. Deputy President, MauM Muhammad Yakub.) 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh (Meerut Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; 


tS for“rivords from ‘ for the furtherance of ’ to the words ‘ training of 
women teachers ’ tiie follou-ing be substituted : „ . , , ^ ^ 

‘for providing free and compulsoiy primary education of gnls ^ 

^aves of f) and 11 in the centrally administered territories as early as pos 
lible, and as a first step to that end to establish at once a sufficient number 
of women teachers’ tr.aining schools in thai area . 

I am in agreement in principle with the learned Mover of this Resolu¬ 
tion, but it would have been much better if my friend had not dragg 
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in Swaraj We on this side believe that it is an impossibility to have 
the people of this country educated without Swaraj. Swaraj comes first 
and education comes afterwards. To give an instance in point, I may 
point out that only yesterday the Home Member was cursing the Russian 
people but I find, Sir, that even in the cursed Russia they have made 
education of girls and boys compulsory. But in this country we have 
been crying, I think, for the last fifty year,s and no attempt has yet been 
made in that direction. 

I will not enter into details as to the state of affairs in this country 
about education, but with your permission I may be allowed to say only 
a few words. In this country there are 5,12,873 villages ; out of which 
you have primary schools only in 22,635. It means that for every 23 
viRages you have one school ; it includes boys’ school as well as girls’ 
school. Taking the figures only for female education, we find that 
including toivns and villages the total number of institutions for girls’ 
education are 5,146. That gives you one school for every 100 villages. 
That gives the state of affairs in the whole of this country. I would not 
deal with the Delhi Province, as my Honourable friend the Mover of 
the Resolution comes from Delhi. Let me deal with another province, the 
North-West Frontier Province, and let us see what is the state of atfairs 
in that province. 


Mr. Deputy President ; Which province are you dealing with ? 

Mr. MuMitar Singh : The North-West Frontier Province. This is _a 
province administered by the Government of India directly and for this 
province the Government spends Rs. 2,80,55,190, out of which a decent 
sum of Rs. 1,28,486 is spent for girls’ education. That gives us a very 
decent percentage of .4 per cent. This shows, Sir, how far the Govern¬ 
ment is sympathetic towards girls’ education. If 3 '-ou take the figures 
for 1921-22 and 1926-27 you will find that in 1921-22 the percentage of 
girls was .5 that is, 5 girls reading out of 1,000 girls. That has been 
increased during 5 years to .7 per cent,—a very decent figure, of which 
the Government of India should be proud. We find. Sir, on page 34, that 
the percentage of female scholars to the female population of school-going 
age in 1921-22 was 3.7 per cent., and in 1926-27 it is raised to 4.8 per 
cent. If we take the number of scholars in the whole province in primaiy 
schools the number of scholars is 4,544 only and in middle schools 2,082. 
This really shows the state of affairs in a province in ivliich the Govern¬ 
ment is spending such a high amount. This is why by my aineudmcnt 
I have asked Government to make the education of girls compulsoyv and 
free. 1 am very glad that only toAvards the end of this Resolution we 
have asked for the_ appointment of a committee. If the Honourable the 
MoA'er had put it in the beginning, I ivoiild have opposed it, because I 
know that nothing would be done and the matter would be left to the 

Government may be pleased to appoint. Therefore 
1st part of the Resolution I have a.sked for the compulsori’' eduea- 
+hp s Avithin the ages of 6 to 11. I am fortified in my remarks by 

find Sir Royal Agricultural Commission. We 

522 ’have said • ^ Agricultural Commission in their Report on page 

effect upon the spread^ education o£ its vomen lies particularly in its 

i eua or lasting literacy amongst the young.” , • 
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THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, 

In a way th&y have clearly pointed out that i£ we want any progress 
to he made in education lye should try to establish girls’ schools and "ive 
them a sound education. Unless this is done^ there is no possibflity 
of spreading education even amongst the boys. If the women of this 
country had been educated we would have seen that the number of boys 
educated in the schools would have fairly increased. 

They have also stated on page 503 as follows : 

“ Wc are coiiviiieed tJiat tlie progressive adoptioa of the compulsorj’^ system is the 
oiiiy means by n’liicli may be overcome the unwillingness of parents to send their children 
to schools and to keen, them there till literacy is attained.'' 

This clearly shows. Sir, that there is no other method by which we 
can educate our women than by compulsion, and therefore it is very 
necessary that the education of girls should be made free and compulsory. 
Unless this is done progress in the education of women will be impossible. 

Then, Sir, the other point that I have tried to make out in my amend¬ 
ment’ is with regard to the establishment of training schools for women 
teachers. I have asked for the deletion of the portion relating to the 
establishment of an up-to-date college, I should be perfectly satisfied 
with the establishment of training Schools for women teachers at the 
present time, because it would be too much for us to aspire to, to have 
a college now when we cannot expect to have a sufficient number of 
schools established in the area under the direct control of the Govern¬ 
ment. I may point out, Sir, that since Education has become a trans¬ 
ferred subject, there has been some improvement • in every province in 
the education of hoys and girls, hut the Central Government has not kept 
pace with the progress made in the provinces. That clearly shows how 
far the Government of India,is sympathetic towards the aspirations of 
the people of this country. 

. Now, Sir, I find an interesting thing on page 139 in the Report for 
the Progress of Education in India, 1917—22. In the North-West 
Frontier Province the total expenditure on training schools for males in 
1916-17 was Rs. 17,095, and the Government, perhaps in order to show that 
they have done something towards the education of women teachers, have 
split up this expenditure in 1921-22 for training schools for males and 
training schools for females. And what do we find. Sir ? Under the 
head expenditure on training schools for females we find the figure of 
Rs. 8,874 is just about half of Rs. 17,095. Thu-s Government have pro¬ 
vided a school for training women teachers without incurring a single 
pie. That also shows the sympathetic attitude of the Government to 
establish training schools for women teachers. 

Further, we also find in the Administration Report of the North- 
West Frontier Province for 1926-27 that out of the total number 261 of 
teachers in girls’ schools, there are only 92 trained teachers and the 
rest are untrained. If you refer to the Report of the Delhi Province you 
will find a remark on page 55 ; 

" There is a Government tr.aining school for girls at Delhi, Tvhere ■women teachers 
are trained for Vernacular primary and middle Schools. It had 28 teachers under 
training as against 32 last year.” 

So the number of teachers has been reduced by 4. Perhaps it might 
be said that women teachers are not willing to be trained as teachers. I 
kno'^,_Sir, what happens in my province. I do not know much about the 
Delhi Province nor of the North West Frontier Province, but I think the 
condition will be the same aU over. Unfortunately, the people of this 
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country have got into their heads that they must educate their boys and 
girls, and in order to attain their object they establish private .schools. 
If a private school wants to send a teacher fob training in a training 
school, the first thing the committee of that private school is asked to 
do is to contribute a stipend from its own funds for the training of the 
teacher. I do not know what is the rule in Delhi, hut that is the rule 
in the United Provinces, and the Government of India cannot be expected 
to be more sympathetic than the United Provinces Government in this 
matter. If this method is also adopted in the provinces directly adminis¬ 
tered by the Government of India, the natural result would be that the 
management of a private institution would not be able to afford to lose 
a teacher as well as to pay for her salary. People go about, beg money 
from those who can afford it, and then with very great difficulty, try 
to manage private institutions, and this is another difficulty placed in 
their way. The natural result is that they have to remain satisfied with 
untrained teachers. You cannot make adequate progress in education 
unless and until the teachers are properly trained. There is not the least 
doubt that women are Avilling to be trained as teachers in the,se schools, 
and consequently the Government ought to provide better facilities for 
their training. This point has been recognised. 

Mr. Deputy President : I do not wish to stop the Honourable Membet. 
but I should like to know how long he will take. 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh : Only a few minutes more, Sir. 

I was referring to a remark on page 133 in the 'Report of Progress 
of Education, 1917-1921. This is what is stated there : 

“ If the qualit}" of teaching in girls’ primarj' schools is to be improved, it must be 
through the agenej' of iromen teachers, intelligent enougli to accept advice from th(? 
Inspectress^ and, if possible, trained for the teaching profession. As yet so poor 
is the quali'ty of the material that the Chairman of one District Board condemns all 
the schools in charge of women as without hope, but is more sanguine about a girls^ 
school that is in charge of an old pundit. ’ ’ 

This clearly recognises the urgent necessity of establishing training 
schools in the country. 


Further on on page 134 you will find in the United Provinces the niim- 
her of women teachers has increased from. 

. Mr. Deputy President : The Resolution before the House does not 
deal with the question of women teachers in the United Provinces, nor 
can the Honourable Member discuss that subject here. I would there¬ 
fore ask the Honourable Member to confine himself to girls’ education in 
the centrally administered territories. 


Muhtar Singh : Sir, the point that I was trying to make was not 

I Y-a.s onl 3 * showing that in che United 
conditirm Punjab the condition of womens’ education and the 

administered tprv??^ teachers is much better than in the centrally 

asl™ f ^ is over, I would 

ment of a committee hnt ^ accept the proposal for the appoint- 
in the areas which nV 'na introduce free and compulsorj^ education 

The A fiy the Central Government. 

the 12th Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
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The Assemhlj^ met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock. 
. Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Attachment of Indians who pass out op SANDHxmsT as 2nd Lieutenants 

TO A British Unit. 

476. *Lala Rang Behari Lai : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state if under the rules a man who passes out of Sandhurst and gets the 
King ’s commission is posted in the first instance to a British unit as a 2nd 
Lieutenant ? 

(i) Will Government be pleased to state if all the Indians who passed 
out of Sandhurst up to date were so employed ? If so, did any one out of 
these candidates obtain any bad remarks during the period he was with a 
British unit ? 

(c) Is it. a fact that no sooner were they transferred to an Indian 
unit a large number were given bad remarks for their work ? 

^ (d) Is it a fact that after a period of 2 years 4 months service a 2nd 

Lieutenant gets his full Lieutenancy ? 

'(e) Are there any eases in which Indian officers have not been pro¬ 
moted after the said period 1 If so what is their number ? 

(f) Will Government be pleased to state if during the same period any 
European 2nd Lieutenant has been similarly treated. If so, will Govern¬ 
ment please state the number of such cases ? 

Mr. Gr. M. Young : (a) Yes, except that the officers are not posted, 
but attached, to British units. 

(b) The answer to the first portion is in the affirmative. Whilo 
attached to British units, two Indian officers received reports which 
were considered to be below the average. 

(c) -No, Sif. 

(y?) a 2nd Lieutenant is eligible for promotion to Lieutenant after 
2 years and 3 months commissioned service, if recommended. ^ 

(c) Yes. The promotion of two Indian officers has been deferred 
pending submission of special reports on them. I may add for the 
Honourable- Member’s information that if these reports are satisfactory, 
the officers concerned will be promoted with effect from the date on which 
they would ordinarily have been eligible for promotion. 

(/) No recent cases have occurred. 

, ( 603 ) 
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Consumption of Opium in Delhi. 

476. *Lala Rang Behari Lai : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to page 15 of the Annual Report of the Central Social 
Service League, Delhi for the year 1927 ? 

{b) I.S it a fact that the League of Nations has fixed 6 seers consump¬ 
tion of opium for every 10,000 population ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the consumption of opium in Delhi in 1923-24 was 
20 seers per 10,000 and that it has been increasing year by year and stood 
at 32 seers per 10,000 in 1927 ? 

(d) If the answer is in the affirmative, would the Government be 
pleased to state what action they propose to take in the matter 1 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) No ; but the Gov¬ 
ernment are trying to obtain a copy of the Report. 

(b) The standard of consumption for strictly medicinal and scienti¬ 
fic-purposes laid down by the Opium Advisory Committee of the League 
of Nations is 600 milligrammes per annum per head of the population 
(roughly equivalent to 6 seers per 10,000) in countries where medical 
relief is fairly well organised. 

(c) Yes. 

id) The figures of consumption in question are figures of consump¬ 
tion of licit opium only. The rise in the figures is attributed partly to an 
increase since 1923-24 of visitors to Delhi, but mainly to the success of 
administrative measures directed against the consumption of illicit opium' 
in that area. It is not estabi shed that the actual consumption of opium 
in Delhi has seriously risen and, while anxious to see a reduction in the 
actual consumption, the Government of India, who have already given their 
particular attention to the matter, are not satisfied that any action by them 
to that efteet is at present necessary or feasible. 


Location of the Office of the Divisional Supehintendent, Noeth 
Western Railway in Delhi. 

•j! Behari Lai ; (a) Will the Government please state 

® Divisional Si^ermtendent’s Office, Delhi, is located in a portion of 
the Imperial Bank Building in Chandni Chowk ? 

, . Government please state if several of these rooms were 

des.fcUed and used as godowns for the storage of packages 1 

nro these ill-ventilated godowns with only one door 

' hours daily ? 

rooms pleased to state if owing to working in these 

actually died ? ^ inferior staff have ruined their health and some have 

sicknS irffigSrS'thk'L^P^^^® number of absentees due to 

ih nnsuitable^pLm^se?? ® comparison with other offices due to work 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) Yes. ' 

add that it is proposed°to^^*p^,+ ^\L no detailed information, but I may 
Ilelhi elsewhere as soon as nrr!f Divisional Superintendent’s office at 

as arrangements can be made. 
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Medical Treatment or Railway Employees of the North Western 

Railway in Delhi. 

Ra-Hg Behari Lai ; (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state if it IS a fact that for over 3,000 railway employees in the Delhi 
Province and their families there is only one Sub-Assistant Surgeon who 
sits in the Delhi Civil Hospital ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the fee charged by the Sub-Assistant Surgeon from 
employees drawing Rs. 100 or thereabouts and living in the city is Rs. 2 
per visit and by the Chief hledieal OfSeer Rs. 16 per visit while according 
to rules it should be annas 8 and Rs. 3, respectively ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The North-Western Railway employees 
in the Delhi Province number approximately 3,T50. To attend to this 
staff, the Railway Administration pays an allowance to the Civil Surgeon 
of Delhi, and also contributes to the Civil Hospital, Delhi, to the Hindu 
Rao Hospital, the Tis Ha 2 ari Police Hospital, and the Paharganj Dis¬ 
pensary. They have tAvo Avhole-time Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

(b) Raihvay employees are entitled to free treatment in their homes 
from the medical staff' mentioned. 

Housing Accommodation eor Clerks oe the Railway Clearing Accounts 

Office, Delhi. 

479. ’^Lala Rang Behari Lai: Will Government be pleased to state 
if any and if so what arrangements are being made for the housing of clerks 
and other servants serving in the Clearing and D. S. Offices at Delhi ? 

Mr.. A. A. L. parsons : Proposals are now being formulated, for pro¬ 
viding “accommodation for the clerks in the Clearing Accounts Office. 

Overtime avorked by Employees of the Divisional Audit Office, 

Delhi. 

. 5 

- 480. *Lala Rang Behari Lai : (a) WiU Government be pleased 
to state if for more than a year employees in the Divisional Audit Office, 
Delhi, have been Avorking overtime for more than an hour daily without 
any overtime allowance 1 

(b) Do Government propose to enquire into the matter, and take 
necessary steps to remove the hardship ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Enquiry is being made 
and a reply will be sent to the Honourable Member in due course. 

/ ifai’'--483^. 

Recommendations op the Royal Commission on Ageiculture, 

484. *Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : (a) Have Government resolved 
upon giving effect to the recommendations of the Royal Commission on 
Agriculture ? 

(b) If so, which of the recommendations will be given effect to, and 
when 1 ______ 

•fFor ansAvera to these questions, see at the end of the question list for the day. 
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(c) Do the Government propose to put in a supplementars’- demand 
for giving effect to any of the recommendations in the current year ? 

(d) Will the Govetnment be pleased to state which of the recommenda¬ 
tions will he taken up by the Central Government and which of them will 
be left to the Provincial Governments ? 

(e) In giving effect to the recommendations, do the Government pro¬ 
pose to bring in any experts from outside India and if so. how many and 
on what salaries ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) The Government of India are still considering 
the Report. 

(&) and (c). Do not arise. 

(d) The question as to wh ch recommendations concern the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and which the Local Governments is under consideration 
in consultation with Local Governments, 

(c) As the Report is still under consideration, the Government of 
India have come to no conclusions in regard to the points raised bj'^ the 
Honourable Member. 


Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : May I know when Government ex¬ 
pect to come to some conclusions in regard to this matter 7 

Mr. G. _S. Bajpai ; Government are wmiting until they have had 
an opportimity of discussing generally the main recommendations of the 
report with the Provincial Ministers, a conference of whom has been 
convened for the 1st October. 


Aiyangar : May I know whether, so far as the 
recommendations affecting the Government of India are concerned, the 

ne^i^Sir^ propose to take immediate action or action in the 


of f recommendation made by the Commission is 

Whether It S a f Government of India exclusively, 

cultural pLpLpb formation of an Agri- 

ment of a YetpHn^rv r'n improvement of Pusa, or the establish- 

tions the GovprnTnpn+Si''dng effect to all these recommenda- 
theirs have fn xvnvh ■ si'en if the responsibility is exclusively 

fore, until the Govprnmp'^f^^p^^^j^^ Local Governments and, there- 
iiig these mattPrriirif opportunity of discuss- 

come to any conclusion. representatives of the pro\unces, they cannot 


Minsted " TO 


OVAL OP THE Post Office at Coonoor from 

Hall.” 

office at ^yangar ■; Ib it a fact that the pos 

ien befote the e.pity 
("Til Trr;n 


' '' —uj. uje oia Duiiding v 

old building pleased to state who paid the rents of tl 

?fter the post offief^r. until the termination of the leai 


Minsted ” W state who paid the rents of tl 

office was removS^+i’+r*^^ until the termination of the lea: 
minsted ” -^ere let LJ^h I Is it a fact that tl 

' and rent eoU "cted from fhem?"'"" 
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Mr. P. G. Rogers : (c) Yes. 

_ (6) The owner of Rose Hall ” 
until the tei-mination of the lease. As 
tion Government have no information. 


paid the rent of the old building 
regards the latter jiart of the ques- 


CoNCLXrsi^S ARRIVED AT BY THE Ale-India DePARTMENTAD CoNTERENCE 

ON THE Recommendations of the Royal Comjussion on Agriculture. 

486. Mr. 0 Duraiswamy Aiyangar : Will the Government be pleased 
to state wliat eoBclusions havG been arrived at by tbe All-India Departmental 
Gonference held in connection with the recommendations of the Roval 
(Commission on Agriculture ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : No such conference has been held. 

t487". 


Enquiries into Accidents on Railways. 

488. 'Mr. A. H. GhuEnavi ; In view of the fact that railway accidents 
are so frequent do Government propose to establish a rule that in future in 
the case of everj’ accident there should be (1) a Coroner’s enquiry, and (2) 
o .iiidicial enquiry by a mixed committee of officials and non-officials ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Enquiries into railway accidents 
are governed bj”^ rules made by the Governor-General in Council under 
section 84 of the Indian Railways Act, 1890. These rules were pubhshed 
in Notification No. 120-T.-18, dated the 21st March, 1923, in Part I of the 
Gazette of India of 24th March, 1923, and prescribe the conditions under 
which the Senior Government Inspector, who is an officer of Government 
appointed under section 4 of the Indian Railways Act, holds enquiries 
into acQidents. The rules also empower a District or other Magistrate 
and the Police to make separate enqniries into the causes of au accident. 
The Magisti-ate’s enquiry is a public enquiry. Government consider that 
these orders ensure the fullest possible enquiry into accidents and their 
causes and do not propose to modify the rules. 

The suggestion that non-officials should he associated in these enqni¬ 
ries was verj’- carefully enquired into by Government and discussed with 
the Central Advisory Council for Railways in August 1926. On the 
advice of th,e Council tlie further consideration of the suggestion was 
dropped. 

Delivery to their Relatives of the Bodies of Persons killed in Acci¬ 
dents on Railways. 

489. ^Mr. A. H. Ghimiavi : Do Government propose to direct that 
in regard to casualties in railway accidents in future arrangements be made 
to deliver the bodies of the deceased to their relations for disposal ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The present rules already pro¬ 
vide for this whenever it is practicable. They lay down that it is the 
duty of the railway police to hand over the bodies of the deceased to 
their relatives whenever their relatives can be found. If unfortunately 
the relatives cannot be communicated within sufficient time, it is incum¬ 
bent on the railway police to give the dead a decent burial or cremation. 

t490*--499" . 

tFoi ansi^er to this question see at the end of the question list for the daj. 
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Edles relating to Seamen employed in the Royal Indian JVIarine. 


600. '■’■•Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will GroverDment be pleased to state : 

(ff) Whether they have issued any instructions to the Director, 
Royal Indian Llarine, Bombay, to introduce any new set of 
rules regarding the seamen on Royal Indian Marine ships 
sometime in March last ? 

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to place the rules on the 
Assemblj’" table ? 

(c) Whether the rules ai'e framed under any Act of the Legisla¬ 
ture ? 


(d) Whether the rules are meant to prepare the Royal Indian 

Marine seamen to become members of the Indian Navy at a 
future time ? 

(e) Whether they are mere disciplinary rules ? 


Mr. G. M. Young : («), (6) and (c). The recent re-organisation of 
the Royal Indian Marine necessitates the revision of the rules made under 
section 4 of the Indian Marine Act, 1887. The rules so made will be 
statutory rules, made by the Government of India, and, as required by the 
same section, will be published in the Gazette of India. Copies -^vill be 
placed in due course in the Library. Government do not think it neces¬ 
sary, in addition, to lay them on the table of this House. 


_ (d) No, Sir, the rules will apply to the personnel of the Royal Indian 
Marine as at present constituted. New rules and regulations under the Naval 
Distipline Act would be required if the Roj'al Indian Marine were con¬ 
verted into a Navy. As Honourable Members are aware, the Naval Dis- ’ 
oipline Act has not yet been applied in India. 

(e) Rules under section 4 of the Act ivill be disciplinary rules. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether Government can state the exact 
meaning of the words “ in due time 


it . : Loes the Honourable Member refer to the words 

131 due course which occur in my reply ? 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : Yes. 


Mr. 6. M. Young 
of India. 


: As soon as they have been published in the Gazette 


Mr. N. M. Joshi ; When will they be published ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : In due course. (Laughter.) 

Mr. G. M. Young : Very shortly. 

ahle^e dd^ulTs^^f tl^ Government can make avail 

u rmes it tlie new rules are not yet made ? 

Mr N M old rules under section 4. 

the conditions of°serviw^of thfsTRovaT^^n'^^^XT governing 

Mr G M Y tiojal Indian Marine men ? 

Marine Act becaS^foiSTeriv^^'’® section 4 of the Indiai 

^ot enrolled. of the Royal Indian Marine were 
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Mr. N. M. Joshi : Hoir were the conditions of service of the Hoyal 
Indian Marine men determined if there were no rules ? 

Mr. Gr. M. Young ; As I have explained before now, these men used 
to serve on agreements which governed the conditions of their ser^dce. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I get a copy of that agreement ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; I think so, Sir. I shall try to obtain a coiiy for 
tlie Honourable Member. 


P AY, Leave and Pension of Seamen employed in the Koyal Indian 

^Marine. 


501. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to lay on 
the table rules regarding the pay, leave and pension of the Royal Indian 
Marine seamen ? 


(5) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that rules 
regarding pay, leave and pension pf the Royal Indian Marine seamen 
are to be revised so as to give the men the same rights and privileges as 
those of Government servants in other Departments ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to .state wliether the seamen are 
Required to sign a pledge, and, if so, w'hat ? 

Mr G. M. Young : (a) The rules regarding the pay, leave and pen¬ 
sion of the Royal Indian Marine seamen will be incorporated in Marine 
Regulatioms, a copy of which will be placed in the Library. 

’ (b) I am not sure that I under.stand this part of the question. Certain 
alterations in the existing rules have been made to improve the conditions 
of service in the Royal Indian Marine in connection with its recent re¬ 
organization, but no further revision is contemplated. 


(c) Seamen are enrolled, and, like all other enrolled personnel have 
to take the prescribed oath of allegiance. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Do the Indian lascars and seamen of the Royal Indian 
Maiine'at Calcutta get any gratuity, leave and pension ? Is it a fact 
that they are treated as daily labourers working for 30 or 40 years even 
without getting any pension, leave and gratuity ? 

Mr G M. Young : Will the Honourable Member kindly repeat Ids 
question ? 

Mr K Ahmed ; Do seamen or lascars engaged in the Royal Indian 
Marine at Calcutta get any leave, pension or gratuity after having se^ed 

30 01 40 vears f Are they treated as day labourex-s evexx after that 
service, or do they really get any leave, pension or gratuity . 

Mr G. M. Young : The personnel engaged in the Rojml Mian 
arc enrolled They get pay, pension, leave and so forth. Formerly, as 
I have explained, tiiey served on civilian agreements under which they 
did not get any pension. They got pay of course. 

Mr K Ahmed • Are Government aware that attached to Fort WR- 
in'Sn^S^here are about 79 lascars and seamen belonging to the 
Royal ^yho have applied for the sa.ae » 

of India and to the Department of my Honourable friend, a. well as to 
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His Excellency tlie Viceroy, and that the matter has been under considera¬ 
tion for some time past, and that they have not got any relief with regard 
to their memorial for leave, gratuity and pension, dated the 3rd January, 
1927 ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; I have no information about the application in 
question, but I will make an inquiry. 


Recognition of the Union of the Seamen of the Royal Indian 

Marine in Bombay, 

502 *iyir. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) Whether the Royal Indian Marine seamen are precluded from 

forming a trade union under the Indian Trade Unions Act, 
1926, or under anj'- other law in force ? 

(б) If they are not so prohibited, then why did the Director, 

Royal Indian Marine, Bombaj', decline to recognise the union 
when its office-bearers interviewed him at the end of Mai’ch 
last ? 

(c) If the men can form a union, do Government propose to issue 
instructions to the Registrar of Trade Unions, Bombay, to 
register the same and to the Director, Royal Indian Marine, 
to recognise it ? 

Mr. G. M. Yoiing' ; (a) Royal Indian Marine seamen are enrolled as 
combatants under the Indian Marine Aet, 1887. No combatant personnel 
in any service are permitted to join a trades union. 

(&) and (c). Do not arise. 


Starting of an Assembling Plant in Bombay by Messrs, the General 
Motors -Co., Limited, op America. 

503. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (o) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to ‘ Messrs, the General Motors Co., Limited ’ of America 
starting an assembling plant in Bombay and the leading article-on this 
subject in the Sind Observer, Karachi, dated 28tli July, 1928 ? 

(b) What is the policy of the Government in allowing foreign firms 
to start busine.ss and industries in India f 


• j Government propose to legislate that foreign firms, starting 

md-ustrial enterprises in India should have rupee capital, a majority of 
which should be offered to Indians for being subscribed to, and with a 
majority of Indian directors ? 


The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) Yes, 

the frel in this matter is not to raise obstacles io 

coLessln^ mlv ^o grant monopolies or 

rupee capitariueh comnatel? ^°®°^P®^ated and registered in India with 

Directors and to afford^faeilittes foJ tea Indian 

® training Indian apprentices. 
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Pay op Sub-Way Inspectors on the North Western Raieway. 

S04 ^Mr. LalchaHd Nayalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state ivhetber it is a fact that the late Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas iM L A, 
XTquestions of pay and prospects of Sub-Way Inspector.- on th6 
Noitli-W^esteiu Bail'\vs-y in tliis House on 26tli February, 1926, and he was 
replied to b 3 ’’ Mr. G. G. Sim that the copj- of the questions would be sent 
to the Agent, Isorth-Western Railwajq who would consider the representa¬ 
tions, made to him on the subject ? 


(b) Is it a fact that the Central Delegate Council of the North-Western 
Railway, recognized Union, which met at Quetta on 28th. 29th and 30th 
■Julsq 1927, had made a representation on the subject to the Agent, North- 
Western Railwaj'- ? 


(c) Are Government aware that the Agent in his reply to the General 
Secretary of tlie aforesaid recognized Union said that the paj' of the Sub- 
Way Inspectors had been fixed after considering the nature of duties they 
were pei’forming ? 


(d) Will the Government be pleased to state in what respects the duties 
of Sub-Waj' Inspectors are of a less responsible nature than those of Sub- 
Inspectors of Works, Sub-Inspectors of Interlocking, Sub-Inspectors of 
Block, and Sub-Inspectors of the Train Examiners and Bridge Departments 
of the Railway ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Government have not received nor would they expect 
to receive a report from the Agent of the Railway with regard to any such 
representation. 

(d) Government are not prepared to express anj’’ opinion on the 
comparative responsibilities of Sub-Way Inspectors and the other officials 
mentioned bj^ the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Does not the Honourable Member think that 
the duties of the Sub-Way Inspectors are more riskj' than those of the 
other classes referred to in this question ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Sir, as I have stated, Government are not pre¬ 
pared to express any opinion. I certainlj'" cannot express anj’’ personal 
opinion as I am not awmre of the details of the work of these various 
classes of emplojmes. 

Mr. 'Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member then say 
whether Government will reconsider the case of these Sub-Way 
Inspectors and examine the reasons given by the Agent ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir. It is a matter which I think the 
Agent can verj’’ well decide himself. He is certainly in a much better 
position to do so than Government. 


Promotion of Sub-Way Inspectors to Permanent Way Inspectors 
ON THE North Western Railway. 

505. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Is it a fact that some Sub-Way 
Inspectors are waiting on North-Western Railway for promotion to the 
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P. W. I.’s cadre after having passed all the qualifying departmental 
examinations ? 

(&) If so, will Government be pleased to state, why they are not being 
promoted when they are fully qualified for the post of P. W. Is. ? 

(c) Is it a fact that of late the North-Western Railway has taken lo 
the practice of recruiting Apprentice P. W. Is. f 

(d) If so, will Government be pleased to state the reasons for debarring 
railivay qualified men from promotion and giving preference to apprentices 
for the higher grade of P. W. I.’s posts ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The information required by the Honourable 
Member has been called for and Avill be furnished to him on receipt. 


Pay of certain Glasses op Employees of State Railways. 

506. '"Mr. Lalchand Havalrai ; Will Government be pleased to place a 
statement on the Assembly table showing the scale of pay of the following 
staff on various State Eaihvays in India : 

Sub-Way Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors of Works, Sub-Interlocking 
Inspectors, Sub-Block Inspectors, Sub-Train Examiners, and 
Sub-Bridge Inspectors ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The designations of such staff vary on the 
different R.aihvays, but the Honourable Member will find the information 
he requires regarding tlie scales of pay in the establishment rolls, copies 
of Avhich are in the Library. 


Representation of the East Indian Railway on the Indian Mining; 

Association, Oalcetta. 

507. K. C. Neogy : (o) Is it a fact that the Bast Indian Raihvay 
is a member of Indian Jilining Association, Calcutta, as being the owner 
of a few collieries ? 


(h) Is it a fact that the Railway Administration in question is repre¬ 
sented on the Committee of the Indian IMining Assocaition bv one of its 
responsible officers ? 


reply to (a) or (&) be in the affirmative, has the action of 
the East Indian Railways the approval of the Government ? 


4 .-U A. L. Parsons : I am maldng enquiries and Avill communicate 

the result to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Mr. Ghanshyam Das Eirla : When does this House expect to get 
replies to these questions ? 


it ixriu + 1 ' • As regards question No. 507, I do not think 

Sir. We had not got the information in the 
Indian*'RniT*xta^. f office, and Ave therefore asked the Agent of the East 
or ten days anvliOAv*’ available in the course of a Aveek 


inquiries in 

post it anci ^et^a the usual time to AAwite a letter, 

s a reply to a Simple inquiry. 
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Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla : Is the Honourable Member aware or 
not a-ware that these Departments of Government are at present members 
of these private institutions, namely, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
and the Indian Mining Association ? 


: The Honourable Member appears to be refer- 
jng" to tlie next question. Sir, on which I have a reply already, 

B^. K. 0. Neogy : Is it not a fact that the question referred to was 
sent in about two weeks back ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I have not got the exact, date, Sir. Certainly 
as soon as wm received question No. 507, we immediately asked the Agent 
of the East Indian Railway for the information. 

Representation op State Railways on European Chambers op Commerce* 


508. "^'Mr. K. 0. Neogy : (a) Is it a fact that the different State 
Railways are members of the European Chambers of Commerce in India, 
and that their responsible officers take an active part in the deliberations of 
these Chambers as members of Committees, etc. ? 


(b) If so, has such action of the railway authorities the approval of 
Government ? 


(c) Have Government received any representation protesting against 
such action of the Railways ? If so, on what grounds have such protests 
been made, and with what result ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The East Indian and Eastern Bengal 
Railways are members of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the North- 
Western Railway of the Karachi Chamber of Commerce, and the Great 
‘.Indian Peninsula Railway of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce. The 
Bengal Chamber invite each of the Railways whose headquarters are 
at Calcutta to a seat on their Committee once in every three j^'ears. The 
North-Western Railway representative regnlarly sits on the Committee 
of the Karachi Chamber. The Great Indian Peninsula Railway repre¬ 
sentative is invited to a seat on the Committee of the Bombay Chamber 
every alternate year. 

(5) Yes. 

(c) Yes. The Indian Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, have recently 
addressed Government and represented that the views of such Cham¬ 
bers of Commeree are liliely to receive unduly favourable consideratioil. 
The general question of Railways being represented on Chambers of 
Commeree is under examination, but I would assure the Honourable 
Member that there are no grounds for the implication made by the 
Indian Chamber. 

Mr. Ghansliyam Das Birla : May I inquire what special advantage 
the Railways get by becoming members of these Chambers ? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons.: I think the question is rather what special 
advantage the Chambers get by the railway representatives being on 
their Committees. 

Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla : How is it, Sir, that these Departments 
of the Government are members only of the European Chambers ^tid 
are not members of the Indian Chamber of Commeree, Calcutta, and 
the Indian Merchants’ Chamber, Bombay ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am not aware, Sir, that the Kaihvays have 
ever received an invitation from these two Chambers to become mem¬ 
bers of their bodies. 

Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla : Is it necessary for the Chambers-to 
send invitations to the Railways to become members, or is it for them to 
apply for membership of these Chambers ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member is probably better 
aware than I am of the procedure adopted by these Chambers, of wliich 
I have never been a member ; but I imagine that if these particular 
Chambers wish to have raihvaj’’ representatives, there are means by 
which their wishes can be conveyed to the Raihvays. 

Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla ; May I inquire, Sir, if they got invita¬ 
tions from the European Chambers of Commerce to become members 
of their Association ? , 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid I cannot answer that. Sir ; it 
would probablj' mean delving into correspondence of a long time back 
which I have not so far seen. 

Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla ; Ma 3 ’^ I inquire whether, if the Indian 
Chambers sent invitations to these Railway’s to become members t'hej’^ 
would accept such invitations and join as members of the India Cham¬ 
bers 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; The matter "will be considered as part of 
the examination of the position which we are no'w making, owing to the 
representations received from the Indian Chamber of Commerce in Cal¬ 
cutta. 


Mir. Ghanshyam Das Birla : Ma 5 '- I inquire whether, iu view of the' 
fact that these Departments of Governmerit are members of these various 
European Chambers, the representations which Government get from 
time to time from these Chambers should be taken as impartiallj’- repre¬ 
senting the public point of view ? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : As I have said. Sir, tliere are no grounds for 
thinking that these particular Chambers receive unduly favourable con¬ 
sideration because members of the Railwajm are either on their Chambers 
•or on their Committees. 


Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla : Is it a sound policy-for Departments 
of Government to become members of a private Association ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : As at present advised, Government see no 
objection to that policy-. It is desirable that the Agents of onr big Rail¬ 
ways should be in close touch with big commercial organizations. 


Mr. K.. 0. Neogy : Is the Honourable Member aware that the in- 
terests of the Indian Commercial community do not always coincide 
with those of the European commercial community, particularly in 
heir relations with the Railway Department ? 

= I liave not discovered that so far as their 
not Railway Department have come to my notice. I am 

P p to express an opinion on the more general question. 

given^e^rp^tii^^A^ ' Honourable Member read the evidence 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons 

time. 


I probably have read the evidence at some 


• Mr. K. 0 . Neogy : AVill the Honourable Member kmdlv look un that 
evidence and state in this House whether the charges brought feumrd 
on that occasion were not well-founded ? orou^nt torn ara 

unlil^v ^ ‘ ^ "P the evidence, but I think it 

unlikely that I should be prepared to express my own opinion. 

Purshotamdas 'Phakurdas : AVhen do Government propose tO' 
come to a decision m regard to the representation of the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce in Calcutta ? 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I am afraid I cannot give the 
Honourable Member an exact date, bnt the attention of the House 
having been specially drawn to this matter I shall certainly see that no- 
avoidable delay occurs. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi ; May I ask whether the European Chambers of 
Commerce take part in polities, especially anti-labour politics, and whe- 
t er tile Agents of tliese railways who are Government ofScers are per¬ 
mitted to be responsible for the vi^ws of European Chambers of Com¬ 
merce, especially anti-labour view.s ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : So far as I am aware. Sir, the Agents of these 
railways take practically no part in the business of the Chambers unless' 
it happens to be railway business. 1 am not certain of it. but that is 
my impression from discussions with the Agents particularly in Cal¬ 
cutta. 


Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla ; In view of the reply given by the' 
Honourable Member that Government does not see any objection to 
these Departments becoming Members of 'the Chambers *of Commerce, 
may I inquire if the Government of India as the Government of India 
will consider the desirability of becoming a member of the Indian Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce in Calcutta ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I have stated that we would consider the 
suggestion of the Railways concerned becoming members. 


Percentage op Vacancies in the Indian Eobest Service pilled by Pro¬ 
motion OF Officers of the Provincial Forest Service. 

609. -Mr. K. 0 . Neogy : What is the percentage of vacancies in the 
Indian Forest Service now filled by promotion of officers of the Provincial 
Service ? Is it a fact that the Lee Commission recommended an increase 
of this percentage ? If so, have Government given effect to this recom¬ 
mendation ? If not, what are their intentions in the matter 1 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : No percentage of vacancies in the Indian Forest 
Service is reserved now for promoted officers of the Provincial Forest 
Service. 12^ per cent, of the total Indian Forest Service cadre .was set 
apart in 1921 for the promotion of Provincial Forest Service officers as’ 
a result of the recommendations of the Islington Commission. This 
proportion of posts is now held by Provincial Forest Service officers and it 
is the intention of Government to fill each vacancy in this portion of 
the cadre by promotion from the Provincial Forest Service. Tins will 
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give, during tlie period 1928-34, officers of the Provincial Service 10 
vacancies out of 24, or 41.66 per cent, of the total number of vacancie.s. 

2. No increase in the percentage of posts or vacancies to be filled by 
promotion from the Provincial Forest Service was recommended by 
the Lee Commission. 

Insecurity of the Roads in the Peshawar District. 

olO. 'Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Are the Government aware tlrat 
roads in the district of Peshawar are unsafe after dusk and that all traffic is 
consequently closed at that hour ? 

(6) Are the Government aware that owing to the depredations of 
outlaws and local budmashes villagers in the vicinity of Peshawar consider 
their life and property as perfectly insecure ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a small mounted guard is sent daily in the evening 
to patrol the Grand Trunk Road near the city only for a short time and 
up to a short distance ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the establishment of two cinema companies showing - 
American film s has led to the growth of crimes in recent years 1 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) Owing to the proximity of the unpoliced tribal 
territox'y, where the population are armed and ill-controlled, the 
roads in the Peshawar District can never be considered as safe as the 
roads on this side of the Indus. Apart from the barbed wire perimeter 
of the Peshawar Cantonment the only road closed after dusk is the 
Peshawar Kohat Road, which goes through tribal territory. 

(h) No, Sir. Conditions are better now than they have been for - 
several years. ■ . - ' • 

(c) Yes. 

id) No. 

‘Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Will the Government please 
state how the state of afir’airs in the North-West Frontier Province in 
respect of crime and safety of life and property compares with the state 
of affairs in Bengal, from which province the Honourable Member comes, 
and how many broad daylight dacoities such as the one committed in 
the Calcutta Post Office have been committed during the last fexv years 
in the Frontier Province ■ 

Sir Denys Bray : The Honourable Member is surely not addressing 
me, but my friend Mr. Ghuznavi. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum: I-want the Government to 
compare the state of affairs in respect of crime in the North-West 
'Frontier Province with other provinces, and to state whether the North- 
West Frontier Province is more unsafe than Bengal or even the Punjab ? 

Sir Denys Bray : I should be glad of very long notice of that' ques¬ 
tion. I' - 


Robberies and Dacoities committed in the North West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince FROM 1885 TO 1926, etc. 

: (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
committpfi showing the highway' robberies and dacoities 

ted m the North-West Frontier Province from 1885 to 1926 and 
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also a statement showing the strength of the police during the same 
period ? 

(&) Do Government propose to take steps to increase the strength of the 
police ill that area ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (o) I am afraid I cannot undertake 
to furnish the Honourable Member with these statistics for a period of 
over 40 years. For more recent yeai-s they are published in the annual 
Police Administration Report, to which I would refer the Honourable hlem- 
ber. 

(&) Additions have been made to the force from time to time as 
found nece&sar.y, I understand - that 35 Suh-Inspector.s and Head 
Constables and 422 foot constables have been added to the police force 
since 1924. The question whether fiudher increases are required is now 
under the consideration of the local authorities. 

hriTMBER OF Accountants anb Clerks in the Military Accounts 

Department. 

512. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi ; (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the number of accountants and clerks 
semdng in the Militaiy Accounts Department in India and the number of 
Muslims among them ? 

{h) Is it a fact that on a representation made by the Muslim Asso¬ 
ciation, Peshawar Cantonment, in 1925, the Financial Adviser to_ the 
Government of India, Military Finance, instructed the Controller, Military 
Accounts, Peshawar, to notify to the Association when vacancies occur 
in his office ? 

(o) Will tlie Government be pleased to state if the instructions referred 
to above have been followed f If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mltra : (a) The required 
statement is placed on the table. 

(5) and (c). I would invite reference to the reply given by me 
to part (6) of a similar question (No. 394) asked by my Honourable 
friend Mr. Ismail Khan. 


Statement showing ike number of accountants and clerks serving in the Military Accounts 
Department in India on the 1st September, 1928, and the number of Muahms among 


them. 



Total number of accountants 
and clerks employed in the (Mili¬ 
tary Accounts Department on 
the lat September 1928 in¬ 
cluding Muslims). 

Number of Muslims 
among those shewn in 
the previous column. 

Aooountents 

465 

21 

Clerks—Permanent and 

4.108 

361 

temporary. 



Total 

4,573 

382 
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Abticles m THE Times of India begarding the becent Toub of the 
President of the Legislative Assembly. 

513. G-aya Prasad Singh : (o) Will Government kindly state 

the total amount of public expenditure incurred by Sir Frederick Whyte 
in touring over this country duidng his tenure of office as President of 
this House, as well as the places visited by him ? 

{!)) Are Government aware that the visit of the Honourable Mr. Patel 
to provincial capitals is welcomed by the Presidents of the local Councils,, 
and by the non-official members generally ? 

(c) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to a remark 
made by the Times of India in its issue of the 24th August, 1928, in which 
an attack is made upon the Honourable the President of the Legislative 
Assembly for his recent tour ? 

(d) Do Government propose to take any action against the paper,. * 
as its remark constitutes an attack upon the dignity of the House and its 
President ? 

Mr. J, Crerar : (a) A statement is laid on the table. - 

(]}) The matter is not within my special cognizance, but I am quite 
prepared to accept the view sugge.sted in the Honourable Member’s, 
question. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Government are not aware that the article gives legal grounds, 
for taking action. 


Statement showing the tour expenses of, and places visited by. the Honourable Sir Frederick 
Whyte during his tenure of office as President of the Legislative Assembly. 


Year. 


Places visited. 


192M922. 


Calcutta, Dacca, Patna, Poona, 
Bombay, Calcutta, Kangoon, 
Mandalay, Moulmein and 
Martaban. 


1922-1929. 


Calcutta, Dacca, Pandu, Shillong, 
Ranchi, Katgodara, Nainital, 
Bareilly, Bombay, ^Madras, 
Tanjore, Trichinopoly and 
Calcutta. 


1923-1924. 


Calcutta, Lucknow and Lahore. 


Patna, Calcutta and Gwalior 
1925-26. Peshawar and Taxila 


Total 


Expenditure 

incurred. 


Rs. a. p. 
2,137 4 0 


6,604 4 3 

2,910 3 0 
2,843 9 0 
380 4 0 
14,875 8 3 


Remarks. 


Includes the expendi¬ 
ture incurred during' 
Sir P. Whyte’s tour 
as Chairman of tlio 
Burma Reforms Com¬ 
mittee. 

Excludes expenditure 
incurred on reserved 
compartments . and 
cabins 'which it has not 
been possible to 
ascertain. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Is it not a fact that the Selborne Com- 
mittee reeoimnended the step which Sir Frederick Whvte aMthe pS- 
sent President have followed ? ‘ ^ ^ 


I 


Mr. President : 
propose to make 


I have already informed Honourable Members that 
a statement on the subject. 


Ajeiticle in the Times of India r.egae'ding the kecent Tour or the 
President or the Legislative Assembly. 

614. '^Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudliury (a) Has the attention of the 
Honourable the Piesident lieen drawn to the article published m the 
Times of India of 25th August, criticising the Honourable the President 
of the A.ssembly for undertaking the recent tour in the Provinces ? 

(b) Will the Honourable the President be pleased to state if there is 
any bar to such a lour being undertaken by the President ? If so, was such 
a bar applied in the ease of Sir Frederick Whyte ? 

(c) Is the Honourable the President aware that the Selbourne Com¬ 
mittee expressed the wisli that the President of the Assembly should keep 
himself in touch with the provincial Presidents ? 

(d) Is the Honourable the President aware that the Indian Press 
has welcomed the Honourable-the President’s tour as conducive to a better 
understanding of the working of the various Legislatures and the applica¬ 
tion of a uniform practice and procedure ? 

(e) Is the Honourable the President aware that since the inauguration 
of the reformed Councils the utility of the Honourable the President’s 
tour has never been questioned in this House nor has the expenditure 
incurred therefor criticised ? 

(No answer was given to this question.) 

‘ Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury : My question has not been 
answered. 

Mr. President : You will get flie answer in due course. 

Concessions to Oeeioers of the Indian Medical Service. 

•fcST- * 

515. ’'■Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : (a) Is it a fact that a 
Lieutenant on probation in the Indian Medical Service who is seconded 
while holding a resident appointment in a recognised civil hospital in 
England, reckons such period, np to maximum of one year, towards ser¬ 
vice for pension ? 

(5) Is it a fact that the above regulation was amended by Army 
Insti’uction (India), Part B. 135 of 1927, and tins concession was extended 
to offieer.s who have held resident aiipointmeuts in some recognised civil 
hospitals in India as well, and that the period will count not only towards 
pension, but also towards iiromotion and increment of paj- np to a maxi¬ 
mum of one year ? 

(c) Is it a fact that this concession is only applicable to officers who 
are appointed on or after 1st July 1926 ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) and (6). The answer is in the affirmative. 

(c) Both concessions, that is’ those mentioned in (a) and (&) res¬ 
pectively, are applicable to officers only w'ho are appointed on or after 
the 1st July 1926. 
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Counting towaeds Pension, Promotion, etc., op Service rendered 

UNDER THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS BY OeFICEES WHO VOLUNTEERED 

FOB Service in the Indian Medical Service during the War. 


516, ’'Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : 1. (a) Is it a faet 'that during the 
war, several offiecws of the hledieal Service holding civil appointments 
under Ih’ovincial Govei’nments, and who held resident appointments in civil 
hospitals, volunteered for the I. IM. S. and later some of them were 
permanently recruited in the I. hi. S. ? 

(h) Is it a fact that ivhen these officers were asked to volunteer they 
weie given a definite promise that every consideration would be shown to 
them in the matter of their future service ? 

(c) Is it a fact that some of these officers had 4 or 5 years of perma-' 
nent Government service without any break, before thej’’ were recruited 
in the I. M. S. ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that these feiv officers are now not being allowed 
to count their previous Government service tmvards pension, promotion 
and increment of pay although officers wlio liave been appointed after the 
War are allowed the privilege of reckoning such period of civil appoint-' 
ment up to maximum of one year ? 

2. Is it a fact that in no other department, e.p.. Police, Forest. Eduea-' 
tloh, etc., if an officer is tran.sferred from the Provincial to tlie Imperial 
service, does he lose any period of .service spent under tbe Provincial'Gov¬ 
ernment '! 

3. Is it a fact that 'I. M. S. officers who had been originally engaged' 
for plague duty and were afterwai'ds appointed to the I. IM. S. count the 
period of their plague service for pension ? 

4. In view of tliese facts do Government propose in the case of these 
few officers, who were recruited from the Provincial Medical Service to 
tlie 1. M. S., 1o grant them the concession of counting their previous ser¬ 
vice under the Provincial Goveimments towards pension, promotion and 
increments of pay in the present service in the I. M. S. ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : 1. (a) Yes. 

(l>) No. Sir. The terms on which volunteers were called for re¬ 
ferred purely to femporary service diu’ing the war, and no guarantee 
of permanent service in the I. hi. S. was, or indeed could liave been, 
given. All those who volunteered could liave returned to their civil 
careers if they had wished and could have counted all their military ser¬ 
vice towards pension, promotion and increments of pay in their own 
cadres. 


(c) The details of the previous service under Local Governments of 
those who succeeded in obtaining permanent commis.sions in the I. M. S. 
are not immediately available, but it is probable that the Honourable 
Member is correct. ' ‘ 


(d) The reply to the first portion is in the affirmative. The prmlege 
re erred to m the second portion has only recently been granted to 

1st July, 1926,- in respect of certain 
eel civil appointments held before recruitment to the I. M. S. 

of the Y'ords ‘‘ in no other Department ” in -tliis part' 

Auswormo- this ^ clerical error for “ in every other Department''”. 

this question m this sense, I may say that when an officer 
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is transferred from a Provincial to an Imperial Service sncli as tliose 
mentioned by the Honourable Member, be continues to serve under the 
Provincial Government concerned and there are special rules to govern 
the treatment of his previous service. The case is entirely different when 
an ofScer belonging to a Civil and Provincial Medical Service does not 
rejoin that service but is permitted, on his own application, to join an 
Impei’ial Military Medical Service. 

3. Yes. 

4. I will have the Honourable Member’s proposal examined so far 
as pension is concerned. I would point out, however, tliat the officers 
in question joined the I. M. S. on their own application and with no 
prospect of receiving any such concession. 

Dismissal of a large Number op Experienced Patwaris, Girdwaras, 
Merabs and Naie Teiisildars by the Settlejient Oppicers, 
Peshawar. 

617. A. H. Ghtiznavi : («) Is it a fact that a large number of 

experienced‘old Patwaris, Girdtvaras, hlerabs and Naib Tahsildars have 
been dismissed by the Settlement Officer, Peshawar f 

(6) "Will the Government be pleased to lay a statement on the table 
showing the reasons for, such dismissal and the number of appeals preferred 
before the Revenue Commissioner that have been accepted ? 

Mr. G. rS. Ba-jpai : Enquiries have been made and the information 
asked for will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 


QUESTIONS NOT PUT,.OWING TO THE ABSENCE OF THE QUESTION¬ 
ER, WITH ANSWERS TO THE SAME. 

Eligibility op Civilian Judges for the Office op Chief Justice of a High 

Court. 

481. -Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Will the Government be 
state if it is a fact that according to the practice and law m foice m Om 
fountry Civilian Judges have not been eligible for the office of the Chief 

Justice of High Courts ! , • - 

oL.,s. 

(C) WiU the Government be pleased to state « any 
taken place between His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India 

on this subject ? , 

(d) -Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the said cor¬ 
respondence ? If not, why not ? 

fa) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they have ap- 
Droved of the contemplated change m the practice and law in le aid to 
the eligibility of Civilian- Judges for the Chief Justiceship of Higl 

Courts ? ij 2 

JjI04IjA 



622 


WSGISLATIVE ASSESMBLY. 


[12th Sept. 1928. 


(/) Do the Government propobe to lake the opinion of the High_Court 
Judges and leading barristers, Bar Associations and public bodies on 
this subject *? _ If not, wli}’- not ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : {a) The la^y as hitherto interpreted 
precludes persons otiier than barristers of England or Ireland* or mem* 
hers of the Facidtj^ of Advocates in Scotland from being appointed, as 
permanent Chief Justices of High Courts. There is, liowever, no bar 
to the appointment of Civilian Judges to act as Chief Justices. 

(h) Government are atvare that exception has been taken in the 
Press and in public meetings to the provisions of the Bill. 

(c) The Bill is the result of con.sultation between the Government 
of India and the Seeretaiy of State. 

(d) Government are not prepared to lay the correspondence on the 
table. 

(e) The Government of India are in agreement with the amend¬ 
ments included in the Bill. 

(/) The Honouraltle Member is referred to the answer given by me 
to part (h) of question No. 155 asked by Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh on the 
5th September 1928. 

Leave and Pension Rules poe Ineerioe Servants op the Government op 

India. 

482. *Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer ; Will the Government be pleased to state 
if they propose to give the employees of the Government of India classed as 
menials and who.se service is regarded as “ inferior ” the same privileges as 
regards leave and pension as are given to the employees whose service is 
regarded as “ superior ” ? If “ jms ”, when ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The Government of 
India are actively considering what reasonable amelioration of leave 
and pension terms they can afford to give to their inferior servants, and 
hope to reach a decision on both issues within a year. They are not pre¬ 
pared to grant them the same leave privileges as are now enjoyed by 
their ” superior ” servants, because these liave been shown by ex¬ 
perience to be in certain re.spects unduly liberal. Till the Classification 
Pmles are puMished, the Government of India have themselves no power 
as regards pensions, beyond undertaking to continue the existing tem¬ 
porary increases in .small iiemsions till 31st October, 1929 ; but they intend 
in the meantime uo formulate pensionary terms for their inferior ser- * 
vants in the light of what Provincial Governments, within whose limits 
the majority of their inferior servants settle on retirement, grant, under 
their recently conferred powers, 'to the infei'ior servants under their 
control. , 


The OHANDruR-BiJNOR-MuAzzA mpur- Na r ain Railway. 

483. ‘+Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Will the Government be pleased to 

la) ^^en the new.rmhvay cpnstruction in District.BijnortUnited 
Provinces) will he complete ? 
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(^) How niciiiy miles this Dew extension from Chandpux' will ho 
covering ? 

(c) What progress has been so far made ? 

{d) What is the plan of the new construction ? 

(e) Whether it will connect besides Bijnor (the district head¬ 
quarters) that part of the district where the annual ilela 
(fair) is held on the banlcs of the Ganges which thousands of 
people attend ? 

(/) If the answer to {e) is in the affirmative, whether Ganj, the 
neighbouring village for the Mela, will have a railway 
station ? 

id) Whether the Government are axvare Ganj is a place of great 
religions importance with ‘ ‘ Yidur Huti ’ ’ (the hut of Yidura 
■ ^ of ]\Iahabharat times) in its neighbourhood ? 

{h) Are the Government aware that the building of a station in Ganj 
will be a pa 3 dng pi-oposition besides giving facilities to pil¬ 
grims ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; {a) The Chandpur-Bijnor-Muazzampur 
Narain Railway* is exjjeeted to be completed by the 31st July, 1929. 


(&) About 37 miles. 

(c) About one-fifth of the work has been completed. 

(d) The alignment is via Haldanr, Bijnor and Kiratpur to Muazzam.' 
pur Narain. 

(e) and (/). The line will not pass through Daranagar Ganj. 


(p) Government have no information on this point. 

(h) The alignment xvhich appeared to be most profitable was adopt¬ 
ed. So far as I am aware, no proposal for joining up Daranagar Ganj 
was investigated, and it seems unlikely that it would be profitable since 
the distance to Jhalu from Bijnor is only some seven miles. 


Protectors of Pilgrims. 

^Mr Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government be pleased to state 
him ? If so, why ? 

TW r Rninai • There is a Protector of Pilgrims at each of the 

raSr DepaZ^S. ^SZitoi? ofpSgHms^^t ZZbay'a^ Karachi 
fre^consulted before maldng appointments under t em. 

wl“g!'aXdiSSS‘’o£ thi atySL® ? 

ITtlW thrlnme on «11 Kailways, or is thei-e any d.fierence , 
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{h) Do these licencees have any stability or are their licences liable 
to he cancelled at the will of the officers ? 

(c) Are Government aware that these licencees have to spend a lot 
•m the purchase of the crocker}', utensils, etc., before taking up the 
work ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The rules vary on each railway. I am seeing 
if I can obtain for the Honourable Member information on the subject ; 
it is not at present in the possession of the Railway Board. 

5 

Licences fob Selling Pan and Cigarettes at Railway Stations on the- 
Moeadabad Division of the East Indian Railway. 

491. ^Xvlaulvi Muhammad Yakub : Are Government aware that during 
the time Mr, Plowerdew was Divisional Superintendent in Moradabad 
Division, it was ruled that the licence for selling pan and cigarettes at 
stations be reserved for retired emploj^ees, such as signallers, ticket 
collectors, guards, etc., who had no extra income while station masters, 
goods clerks, parcel clerks, etc., were excluded from this benefit, while 
catering and other such licences were left -with those wffio have experience 
of the job ? 


Discharge of certain Vendors employed at Moradabad Station on the 

East Indian Railway. 

492. ‘*'Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Are Government aware that 
the Hindu and Muhammadan vendors of eatables at Moradabad station have 
been turned out ? Is it a fact that the Muslim 'vendor was an eavguard, 
who was injured in an accident, while the Hindu vendor was an old 

experienced halwm who holds several shops on the Oudh and Rohilldiand 
section ? 

(&) Is it a fact that this Hindu vendor wanted some more rooms for 
is catering, store, etc., which were refused to him but have been allowed 
to the new vendor ? 


Tea Vendors at Stations in the Moradabad Division of the East Indian 

Railway. 

Muhammad Yakub : (a) Is it a fact that several tea 
^ +^ I?®* counters and stalls prepared at a heavv 

Moradabad Diwsion and 

aic being replaced by new vendors ? 

catering uten^h provide counters, stalls, crockery, 

have to sS melfw 

suitei such lieav 3 - losses when being turned out ? 

T^eply to 'qn^tiJ'ns^NoT^lbl' ^ ^ permission, Sir, to 

acquainted with the Dosit^^ 7 l together. Government are not 

Division, but will obtain the to vendors in the Moradabad 

from the Agent of the. East TndilSMb?a'|.”^ Honourable i'Memb-er 
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Allegations against Eai. Sahib Ralla Raji, Retired Station Master of 

Hardwas. 

494. *MauIvi Muhammad Yakub • ' (n\ tJ o # I j-i ^ -r. • A i -u 
• Ralla T^ain iho • w Is ,jt a fact that Rai Sahib 

iterinSciit pf Harchrar,aBd tlie holder of the 

hS nnS Ln J i a lot of his friends along with 

to AmritsTr or' Jo his son’s marriage.party from Ilardwar 

to Aimitsai 01 ; Lahoie without tickets possibly in.,a Lcond class car¬ 
riage, and got one eictra second class attached to the train, from Haithvar 
and travelled both ways without tickets 1 ' , 

’j. i- is it a,fact’that an’enquiry was made and the whole matter came 
•to . light, but the case was dropped ? 

Ito. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have.no information. They are 
dra'Wing the attention of, the Agents of the , ■Bast . Indian and North- 
Western Railways to the allegations in order that anv action that may. 
-be necessary may, be taken. ' 


Sale OF Cinder by■ the East Indian Railway. . ' T 

493. *Maul'vi Muhammad Ya^b : Are Government aware that 
for-;the sale of cinder on the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway/time was 
allotted to contractors and now the East Indian Railwaj’-seDs it'tlirough 
its highly paid officials ? Which of the two courses shows a profit to the 
Itaiilway 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am making enquiries from the Agent of the 
East Indian Railway and will communicate with the Honourable Member 
later.' • ■. ■ ■ _ _ 

Opening of New Stations in tee Moradaead Division of the East Indian 

Railway. . ■ ' • 


496. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub’: Are 'Government aware that 
some new stations W'ere proposed tp be opened in tbe hloradabad Division 
and the buildings were even constructed on the sites, but they are hot 
yet opened, while the buildings of others are lying in an incomplete 
stage ? Will the Goi^ernment say why this iioavj’^ expenditure wa.s iu- 
curred for building.s for .stations which have not been opened ? 

Mr A. A. L. Parsons Tbe Agent is being asked to report wliat the 
exact position is, and I will communicate with the Honouralile Member 
on'receipt of his reply. - . . ■ ' ' ' 

uncovered Overbridges at Hardivar and Lhaksar on the East Indian 
-S’-- r • ■ ’• ; Railway. , . ■,... 


-497 • *Maulvi • Muhammad Yakub : (a) Are Government’aware-that 
the overbridges at Hardwar and Lhaksar stations are uncovered and 
there is no shade to protect the passengers during the rams, loo, and 

strong cold_wiMs dumg . v'- ; ; Vi’iM ?/T 

(by DW^OTerriinehf propose ‘to' arrange' to'proyide earlier .coverings, 

'them'f ■- '■ '> _ '.1 ’Ll 


4 tc.'/on them’f . , .. . ,. 

‘‘■■'Mr A'A‘ ii’. Parsons':' Government are'hot aware of the .exact 
T,Action on these stations. They are sending a, copy ,pi the Honourable 
ififfib'er’s'--questidn'fd "thb’ Agenl.of .'the' Bask Ih.dian; Railway,, who.'.wiU; 
S doubt consider whether the arrangements teqmr.e-ampr.oyement., ? 
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Water Supply at Railway Stations. 

498. 'i'DIaulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Are Government aware that 
the ivater supply at stations on the Railways is still insufficient, and no 
one cares for it ? Do Government propose to order an increase in the 
number of watermen, to ensure a sufficient supply of pure water on the 
train as well as on the stations, and to charge the Travelling Ticket 
Examiners, Crews, and other railway employees to see that there is suffi¬ 
cient pure water at times on the platform ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am unable to accept the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber ’s suggestion that the improvement of the arrangements for water supply 
at stations is being disregarded. On the contrary it is a matter which 
is continuing to receive the special attention of all Railways. For ex¬ 
ample, the North-Western Railwa 3 ’- have employed 500 additional water¬ 
men this year over and above the hot weather scale of last jmar, and 
tube wells have been installed at 32 stations. On Railways as a whole 
manj'^ extra taps and hundreds of improved t 5 ’'pe covered ghara stands 
have been erected, ivhile in certain instances special water inspectors 
have been engaged. Opinions regai'ding travelling watermen vary on 
different Railways. For example, the Bengal Nagpur Railwaj', which is 
among those which have tried this experiment, have come to the conclu¬ 
sion that water arrangements in trains ai'e not satisfactory, and their 
local Advisorj^ Committee have concurred with them. Consequent!}’-, they 
have returned to the system of providing wmtermen at stations a-t con¬ 
venient inteiu'als. I should add that this, as well as other matters affect¬ 
ing the comfort of the third class passenger, will shortly be discussed with 
the Central Advisory Council for Railways. 

Timings of the Moradabad-Sambhal Branch Train Service. 

499. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Are Government aware that 
the present times of the Moradabad-Sambhal branch train service arR 
highly inconvenient for the travelling public of both the places ? 

(&) Are Government aware that owing to the bad times of the train 
nearly half a dozen motor buses and motor cars have been introduced 
between the two places ? 

(c) Do Government propo.se to direct the authorities concerned to 
alter the timings according to the convenience of the travelling public ?, 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member's question is the 
first indication that Government have received that the timings of this 
ser\uce are not convenient, and that competition by road motors is there¬ 
fore being encountered. They cannot themselves undertake the arrange¬ 
ments for timetables, but are asking the Agent to have tile matter looked 
into. 


THE PUBLIC SAFETY (REMOVAL FROM INDIA) BILL~co?iW. 

President ; The House will now resume further consideration 
1928 ^ ° motion and amendments moved on the 10th September, 


in certain c.nscs 'of provnde for the removal from British Indi 

India, he taken into ^consideration " British subjects or subjects of States b 
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Ameiulineut of Mr. Amar Katb Dutt that tire Bill be circulated for tire puipose of 
olieitiiig opinions thereon. 

Further aincndniont of Sir Mari Singh Gour that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahinitulla, Sir Victor Sassoon, XaMab 
Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, the Honourable the Home Member 
and the Mover, with instructions to report ivithin three dajs, and that the number of 
members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
shall be four. 


Sardar Bahadur Captain Hira Singh Brar (Punjab : Nominated 
Non-Official) : Sir, to my mind, no man in this House, who has a little 
interest or a little love of his country at heart, who feels the pain of those 
poor cultivators who work in the fields and those working classes and 
depressed classes and feels their pain like his own, can do anytliing but 
accept this measure wliieh is meant to protect him from a curse which is 
expected to disturb the peace and the comforts that he now enjoys. Well, 
Sir, the objection to the Bill is that it is against the tradition and culture 
of the Indian people, and I hope the Bill will not be opposed by the Honour¬ 
able Members. But there may be some people here who dislike, 1 am 
sorry to say, the British connection ; there may be very few, or perhaps 
there may be one or two only, who are as afraid of the British connection 
or the British Empire as a bull is afraid of a red rag ,■ I do not knov 
why. We have got to live here ; w'e have got to live under the Govern¬ 
ment ; we have got to got protection ; if we have got to live together and 
co-operate, I do not see, what can be the reason, for not giving such a small 
power to the Government (An Ronourable Member " Oh ”) to deal with 
those inliuman and barbarous people .called Bed Agents, the Bolshc^K 
Agents. But even in their case, Sir, if our friends Joave real sympa ly 
for our own country, even if they have a hatred for England, they ought 
for the sake of their poor uhtouehables and for the sake of their poor 
working classes and for the sake of their poor depressed classes, to ffPon 
thi.s Bill, for which, I am sure, tho.se poor classes will be ever giatetul to 
the IIou.se, which is responsible for their welfare and for their peace and 
comentment. This Bill, in my opinion, only seeks to kill those nastj 
germs which are expected to spread amongst those poor classes, whose 
trouble and pain, I am sure, is not felt by many Members here ; and it 

thai poison is allowed to spread amongst the J 

cultivators and in the classes from which the Army is drann I think the 

neaeJ S Ldia will be in great danger. What will happen Sir ? When 

Lme of my friends are enjoying their life in big palaces, in 

motor cars, and having their ohota peg towards the ^venuig, 

will walk in out of tho.se classes, who liave no palace-—I tlnnk o 

■find some way for living—^then they will come forward and thej vdl come 

r rstnUr 0 - per; 

Wlw norHUflla? ™omy“ow ? *win.“o”kill 

your Indian police, will bo °‘^|°?rhke'iiaa to destroy many li'es, Im'C 
“ C iTmS,reopt Does ™r.oss oJ life and property and sliootin. 
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on tlip railways on the Bengal Nagpur Eailway at Kharagpur, 

and at Bombay, hladras and Caleiutta occur very frequently ’ In¬ 
stead of doing sometliing about it, if you oppose this Bill, 
the oiiposite Benches will be responsible for that and they will 

be attaclvccl severely for it. AAMl, Sir, you are responsible for 

that and I hope you will realise the responsibility which lies on 

you and you will not mistake to safeguard their interest.s, and you will 
not miss that chance. You belong to the intelligentsia class, you represent 
the people here. Think it over and over, do not be afraid that Mrs. Annie 
Besant or hir. Horniman will be removed. If Mr. Horniman is removed, 
another Mr. Spratt or somebody else will come. Do not be afraid of that. 
I am sure the G-overnment, which is dealing with these matters, and dealing 
with them tactfully and dutifully (Ironical cheers from the Opposition 
Benches) will not make a mistake and carry oxit such things which will 
displease the Honourable Members over there. They wMl try their best, 
and they are trying their best, as far as I can see, to please all the 
Swarajist Members and also all the other jMembers. 

AYell. Sir, the genius of India and the temper of those poor classes 
has no connection whatever with the pernicious, atheistic and destiTictive 
teachings of kloscow. The masses do not think abotit it. but there are a 
few Members here who have something wrong with them, some sort of 
brain fever, who are always afraid of these little powers. The powers 
are only going to be used to remove all that evil influence which is expected 
to spread in India. If you are responsible, and the responsibility lies 
on 3 'our shoulders, Government is sure to take severe measures, more 
severe than what is being introduced here now. 


AA^ell, Sir, I cannot myself imagine a greater calamity than to allow 
Bolshevism to spread amongst our poor classes. The damage which has 
already been done by these principles is great and we do not want any 
more damage done among.st those poor people. Almost in every country 
in Europe they have suffered from the same thing, and they have' all form’d 
out the result is due to the Bolshevist agents, and tlien we have seen 
and know all that has occurred. AYhj' then should we not protect all those 
poor people ? The Honourable Members here know that the working 
classeq are very- simple. They are alwaj's ready and reasonable to com¬ 
promise their grievances, and you know very rvell when it happens you 
are living in a village that’thej^ aik not' educatedo oThej’ do not know all 
those tricks andithe.v come readj’' to eomprom'ise "and settle their case, 
but when ."lomh of bur ffiendsiwho sinipty-like' to stir up trouble among 
those classes come among” themi they like'fo see the tamfisha. These people 
by the foreigneik .and,'!-would even go so far as to say by 
tic Indians wdio join that-barbarous organisation to cause ‘ revolution,’ but 
^'ould like to iWalk on that painful road. ' . ' ' 

I shouldcommunal plague, 
and if von add anmi f a- ®'*"'5es great trouble every now and then’; 

tte Chair ’"iSrLtafthe 
b-'rs of this Hou?f 

principles' ofi this Bill will whole-hearteclljf 
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tli6 Bill flnd. will Tirif ^ 

reiiuestecl them iu my liumbfe remeat ’p”*!' “? ^ 

of the Hot,ee. (On« from tL'o’^ptitioa 

on, tins IS your uia deu .speech ^nrl « -“c^ciies o± Oh, no, go on, go 

“mS;„ “s;: 

Conmittee as suggested by the HonoSrablT Si? Harilfngh Go^r^^" 

Illicit!) ^^utta, tSurina Valley atm Sltillong : Xon-Muliam- 

inacian; . bn, 1 beg to move my amendment, namely : 

Hari“sTigh Conmhittee proposed by Sir 


^ VT^'order. The Honourable Member is 
entitled to address the House unless he is called upon. 


not' 


Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Milloivners’ Association : Indian Com- 
meieej . Mi. President, the grouji to ■which I have the honour to belong 
approves of the prineiple of this Bill, but does not necessarily approve of 
all the details of the Bill, and we therefore shall support the reference to 
toelect Gommittee. I propose, therefore, to limit my observatioms to the 
piinciples of the Bill and,endeavour to avoid a Select Committee speech 
on Its merits and demerits. 


Ihe reception of this Bill by the Benches opposite has, I confess, 
gomeymat confused me. but it may be that that is largely due to the num- 
r)er of^ i^olitical cross-currents that are now in existence. One thing may 
be noticed and that is there is a singular lack of knowledge as to the exist¬ 
ence of similar provisions in other parts of the world. My friend, 
Mr. Hanga Iyer, who is generally so well informed, appears to think that if 
a measure of this sort v‘ere moved in the House of Commons, the very 
iSpeaker would faint with surprise. It is perfectly true that the measure 
that does exist in England only refers to aliens and does not refer to other 
meinbei’s of the British Empire. But my Honourable friend hlr. Ranga 
Iyer went even further. He referred to that land—I do not want to mis¬ 
quote him—he referred to that land ivliere “ liberty runs riot ”. He 
referred to the United States of America and he appeai’ed to think that 
under no circumstances could any measure of this de.scription find its 
place on the Statute-book of the United States. Unfortunately for my 
Honourable friend Mr. Ranga Iyer such legislation does exist in tlic 
Statutes of the United States (Hear, hear) in the form of emigration 
laws and .such laivs are based on even ivider terms than occur in this Bill. 
In reply to the categorical qne.stion that i\Ir. Ranga Iyer put, T say that 
this Bill excludes Indian British subjects and if I may be allowed to 
answer his question, the American Act does not refer to or exclude any 
particular nationality at all. I should not at all be surprised, ■ if,- for 
instance, in the event of an American citizen going to Moscow and getting 
trained in their nefariou.s propaganda the American Government had 
the power to refuse-to readmit ’him into > America'and to request him to 
Teturn to his spiritual home^ Further, I would like this House to appre- 
■eiate this fact, an‘d f'that is,‘(that tlie legislation actually in force in 
Australia and in South' Africa is based'notion Briti.sh legislation, but is 
Pased on American legislation and at the present time both South Africa 
aiid Australia have’the'lightifo rfefuSe Admittance to an Indian Commu-nist 
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and a Britisli Communi.st or a Commuui.sl of any other kind. My Honour¬ 
able friend Pandit Motilal Nehru seemed to me tlie other day to be very 
nmch exercised in spirit at what he considered to be an attack on the 
inherent rights of Britishers under this Bill, and in view of the apparent 
apathy of Members of this group to which I belong, he very nobly stood 
forward as the champion of the Britisher in India. (Hear, hear.) We are 
very grateful to the Honourable Member for his kind solicitude and we 
shall not forget his chivalrous action, nor shall Ave fail to call on him for 
help when ive feel tliat the position of Englishmen in India is likely to 
be ulfected by legislation under the present constitution or any possible 
future constitution (Hear, hear) and I feel sure that we will not call on 
him in vain. (Laughter.) As regards the Englishmen in India, I mean 
the Englishmen established in India, Ave do not propose to pursue a policy 
of ai)atljy and if this House AA'ill alloAv this Bill to go to the Select Gom- 
mittee Ave shall do our best, Avith the help of the Honourable Member, 
Pandit Motilal Nehru, to make it acceptable. But as regards the type of 
Briti.dier who is affected by this Bill, Ave do not consider that he needs any 
consideration. (Hear, hear.) We consider that the Communist or the 
Bolshevik Englishman is one Avho has foregone all claims to national eon- 
sidei’afion. He is a man AA’hose vieAA's and whose principles are not bounded 
by the limitations of nationality. His A'ieAA^s spread over the great horizon, 
ovei* the great international horizon, a horizon of course of the Russian 
brand. 1 therefore do not consider that we need in any way protect him. 
As regards the wider 'q^iestion as to Avhether the mere fact that he is a 
Britisher should make us oA'erlook the points that I haA^e just mentioned, 
and Avhether in doing so, Ave are being inconsistent, I am prepared to take 
up tliat challenge. I maintain that Members of this group have alwa 3 ’'S 
supported Indian public opinion against racial discrimination in South 
Africa. In supporting the demand AA'hich is noAV being brought forward 
h}- the GoATrnment Aidiat are we doing ? We are merely consistentlj’’ 
supporting onr antipnlliA'' to racial discrimination and sajdng to this House, 
whj' should Ave not be alloAved to send aAvaj^ a South African Communist 
when thej^ are alloived to clepoih an Indian Communi.st. (Hear, hear.) 
I therefore maintain that our policj" is absolutelj’" consistent, as I hope it 
AA'ill ahvaj's he. 


This, hoAA'eA^er, is not the only apparently topsy-turvj^ attitude of 
criiicisms of this Bill. Let me take the attitude of my Honouiahle friend 
Mr. .Toshi. 


Mr. N. M. JosM (Nominated : Labour Interests) ; I have not spoken 
yet. (Laughter.) 

• Judging from AAdiat my Honourable friend 
Mr. Joshi has told me in the past and judging from the amendments that 
see s anding in his name on the paper I understand that he does not 
pproA^e 0 t le principle of this Bill at any rate at the moment. I think 
Lx f ^ a.ssuming that he is at the moment in 

arguments doubts have been removed by my and other speakers’" 

I do not know doubt be entirety in favour of this Bill, 

heard him sneak i against the Bill, Though I hflA’-e not 

speech of my Honourihlfinterruption he made during the 
.> ironourable friend Captain Hira Singh, he is apparently 
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dazzled by tlie prospect of sharing a motor car and a ckoia pe^ if 
Bolshensm IS successful m India. Let me assure'Mr. Joshi not onlv 
on behalf of Sir. Birla and myself, but on behalf of all the capitalists of 
India that ive shall be only too glad to give a free ride in our motor ears 
and give a chota peg in addition. (Laughter.) Nov let me draw 
Mr. Joshi’s attention particularly to the remarhs of Sir Hari Singh Gour. 
Sir Hari Singh Gour quite rightly pointed out that if Communist principles 
are to j^i’cvail in this country, then not only will the capitalists and 
upholders of religion in this country be ‘ ‘ liquidated ’ ’—that is the proper 
technical Communist expression—but the trade unionists of the type of 
Mr. Joshi will be sooner or later efficaciously and iiossihly painfully 
eliminated. (Laughter.) Honourable Member.s most not laug,h, it is not 
only Mr. Joshi who null suffer. The intelligentsia is by no means likely 
to escape unscathed and with the exception possibly of a few—again I 
quote a Communist teelmical expression—“ declassed intellectuals ” wdio 
may be considered necessary' temporarily to carry on the administration 
of the State, they too maj'’ find themselves in the same iiositiou as the 
capitalists, the upholders of religion and Mr. Joshi. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (llajshahi DiMsion : Muhammadan Rural) : Will 
they not destroy tiie idols of the temples, and ortliodox Hindus will revolt 
against them ? 

Sir Victor Sassoon : I might quote a phrase from a book I liaA^e been 
12 Noon reading lately on the life of Lenin, and a book by 

^ no means unsympathetic to Lenin or his life. It 

says that not the least of the sacrifices demanded by the Revolution is 
the sufferings of all cultured classes. And yet here apparently, I hope 
I am wrong, we find Mr. Joshi opiiosing a Bill which in effect at least in 
one of its effects—malces it a policy of discriminating protection in favour 
of the indigenous agitator against the imported foreign product. Here 
is Mr. Johsi, who for months has been fighting tooth and nail against a 
body of Communists in Bombay who have been very ably advised by a 
British Communist—here is Mr. Joshi, in spite of the apparent lack of 
success of his efforts apparently—I say apparently till he makes a definite 
.statement on the subjed—apparently declining to be piotccled. 

And here let me deal witli a possible criticism. It may be said tliat 
however true these remarks of mine may be, there is no urgency for this 
measure, that there is not at the present time a large nundier of foreign 
or British Communists in India, and that we slioiild wait until the nnmher 
is sensibly increased before w-e take steps. Sir, the success or the failure 
of an army on the field of battle depends very largely on its Commander-' 
in-Chief, it depends possibly in .some ca-,e.s entirely on the ability of the 
man who directs the battle.' TJie Conunnni.sts wlio are settled over lierc 
are not members of the rank and file : they are trained leaders, trained 
propagandists ; and the success which has attended the efforts of’the 
Comnmnist hand, not onlj' in the Bombay textile industry, in spile , of 
the efforts of my friend Mr. Joshi, proves that their leadership—and I 
am perfectly prepared to give credit where credit is due—that their 
leadership has been by no means futile. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) 'What proof have 
you got •? 

Sir Victor Sassoon : And I -would like to say that the leadership 
which is directing the energies of the Red contingent in Bombay is not 
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confining itself to Bombay alone. It is co-ordinating the disruptive forces 
tlironghont India. Every move is a move carried out under a well-thought 
out policy. 

Mr. B. Das : TIoiv do you linow ? ’ Are you in their confidence ■ 

Sir Victor Sassoon : In spite of my friend Mr. Das's lack of 
appreciation of the poor brain that J may have, I can appreciate efficiency 
when I see it, and what I tliink is likely to hapiien is this ; that the success 
which has attended the efforts of the foreign element,—and in this case 
I call the British Communist element a foreign element, for it is foreign 
to India as it is foreign to Britain too—the success of this foreign element 
will naturally encourage them to strengthen the weak spots in their 
organisation by bringing out further help., It is because I want the 
Government to be in a position to break up this organisation before it 
has been able to establish itself, before it has been able to teach our Indian 
fellow-citizens how to cari’y on thi.s poisonous work, that I maintain that 
this Bill is by no means introduced too soon, that it is not .a moment too 
soon to put this Bill on the Statute-book. 

Xow, Sir, one naturally asks oneself, what is the solution of this 
riddle, this apparent desire of Members of this House to commit not 
political suicide but literal suicide. In my opinion the reason is a twofold 
one. Jn the first place, a convention lias risen among the Benches 
opposite that no mea.sure propo.sed by the Government can possibly be a 
good one. ^ 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombaj' City i Non-Mnhammadan Urban): 
90 per cent, of them are not. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : And further that where a Bill is aliparently 
a good one that is all the more reason to treat it ivitii suspicion as contain¬ 
ing some Machiavellian intent. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Quite right. 


"‘'Victor fcsassoon : That T think is tlie first cause of the opposition 
liom Membei’s of this House who come from a class wjiieli one would 
naturally assume would be in favour of the principle of this Bill. Now 
V lat aboiit the second cause ? I think the second . cause is this—a 
complete jack of belief that'a country like India containing millions of 
small landholders and peasant proprietors all of ivliom are imbued ivith 
tile very strictest and deepest religious principles,—a lack of belief that 

am? t1 favourable soil for this Bolshevik seed, 

Sd f misguided individuals were to he tainted by the 

^ho v-oSd newi h constitute a .small group of cranks, ' 

say nuSv tolerated by the masses of this country should they 

sucli^an arium^cuf L opinions and views ivere. I cannot disregard 

lam notofe shared’that view until very lately., 

gone ahonTass^in.%hat in Bolshevism on the -bram. I have not 

Rion of dissatisfaction avainst against .capital, in every expres- 

the cause. I do endeavmw Government, the Bolsheviks! hand was 

in a cool, dispassionate wav expressions of dissatisfaction: 

swat sympathy with the view thichTh 

until a very short time aL’I shri^beeapse 

ago 1 shared that view. Tliis House, Sir, may 
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be aware of the fact that luy business interests necessitate my paying 
1 egulai visits to China. Iwo years ago I had air opportunity of meeting 
in Canton supporters and members of the Nationalist Government of 
Canton and although I do not wish to boast to this Assembly I too v'as 
inAuled to lunch hy men who in China are h^ld in very high political 
repute. I think I must hasten to add. however, that unlike Sir. Ranga 
Iyer I was_ only offered a lemonade ! My nationalist friends said to me 
“ You British people are saying that we are Red. We are not only 
not red ; we are not even pink ; we are Chinese. AVe are Avaging a Avar 
on the militarists of tiie North—a war to a finish—and Ave need help. We 
should be onlj-' too glad to receive help from you British. We haA'e asked 
you to help us ; Ave have asked the Americans to help us ; Ave have asked 
the Japanese to help u.s ; but nobody has expressed themseWes as pre 
pared to help u.s except Soviet Russia ; so Ave haA'c accepted their aid, and 
from them Ave haA'e received munitions and arms ; Ave have reeeiA'ed adA'isers, 
military and ciAul ; they have established military schools for us and 
schools of pi-opaganda thej’ haA’e taught us administration and they 
liaA’c taught us efficiency. Wc are forced, if Ave are to succeed in our 
struggle AA'ith the North, to accept their help because you Avill not give 
your.s to us. But because Ave accept their help, that does not mean that we 
accept their princiiiles ; and in our opinion the people of China AA'ill no 
more absorb these foreign iirinciples from Russia to-day than .they haA’e 
absorbed foreign pi’inciples from anyAV’bcre else in tlie past or likely to in 
the futui’C—principle.s of this kind Avhieh .oj'e enlireh’ antagonistic to the 
AA'hole social fabric of China and its population ”. That, Sir. Avas tAVO 
years ago. I have retuimed only a fcAV Aveeks ago from China. AVhen 
I left the Assembly at Delhi I went straight out to China and there— 
not in Canton, but on the Tangtse Rh’er—Shanghai and HankoAV—T 
agair met and Avas introduced to naiionalist friends aa’Iio Avei’e high 
up in the counsels of the CoA'ernment and some of Avhora Avere actualls* 
members of the Government ; and then I found they had a very different 
tale to tell. They told me that after their rapid success and advance on 
the Yangtse RWer—an adA’auce, the success of AA'hich was almost 
unprecedented,—their Russian adA'isers AA'ere no longer prepared to 
continue in the same loyal and helpful manner as before, but insisted 
on calling the tune, and* the tune aa'hs that China should deA'elop not on 
the nationalist lines of the Nationalist GoA’ernraent, but on the interna¬ 
tionalist lines of SoA’iet Russia. The Natioiialist GoA’ernment of China after 
inA’estigation realised that througli Soviet propaganda the part of China 
under their sway was riddled Avith small Communist cells and they further 
realised that Avhen you are dealing AA’ith Communists you cannot hope 
successfully to conA’ert them by ordinary methods 'of persua,sion. As 
kir. Ranga Iyer said Avhen referring to the Roy letter, “ It was the letter 
of a lunatic to a lunatic ” ; and there aa’hs a good deal of truth in Avhat 
Mr. Ranga Iyer said. According to my Chinese friends, BolsheAusm is 
a form of madness like hydrophobia, and you can no more expect to argue 
Avith success with an avoAved Red than 5’ou can expect succe.ssfully to 
argue .with a mad dog outside this AssemblAv They therefore decided 
that there was only one way of dealing Avith these Reds and that was the- 
Avay in Avhich the Reds Avould haA'e dealt, with them. They took the most 
drastic action.., I was informed in HankoAv by the General to whom that 
work had been allotted,; that he had bad to send soldiers not only to the 
toAvns but right into the A’illages to execute any Chinese Communist.s’ 
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found iliere ; and in- spite of this drastic action Avhich has necessitated 
the execution of thousands of Chinese, the danger is hy no means killed— 
it is onl.y .scotched. That is why, Sir, Icnowing as I do how in practice 
hr allowing this movement free play, liotv quickly it gets out of hand, 
that I ask this Ilouse to follow the adage of mj'' friend, Mr. Joshi, that v 
prevention is hettei* than cui'e. I want the Hou.se to lealise that it not 
only in China that the Red menace is growing, but that they have already 
planted their seed in Japan ; they ave now concentrating on Japan. At 
the present time, I am told, one Katayana, known as the Japanese Lenin, 
who has been trained in Moscow, is either on his way or about to go to 
Japan to lead a concentrated attack on the forces of organised government. 
Knowing the Japanese Government. I do not think he will be allowed^,'' 
to go in unless he disguises himself ; but it may be that he will follow the 
example of his namesake, Lenin, and control it from outside Japanese 
territory, just as Lenin controlled the movement in Russia from Finland. 
That Russia is beginning to plant its seed in India is, I tliink, a fact that 
cannot be gainsaid. They began planting their seed in Japan while they 
concentrated on China and they will begin planting their seed here wliile 
they are concentrating on Japan. 

With your permission, Sir, and witli the permission of the HoiisA-I' 
shall say one Avord on the Roy letter, kir. M. N. Roy is reported to have 
said that he did not Avrite that letter. I am inclined to agree Avith him, 
and the reason Avhy I am inclined to think so is that Avhen the Chinese 
Government raided the Soviet Legation in Peking they seized a number 
of documents, some of AAJiich haA'^e been reproduced and translated and 
some of AA'bieh I had an opportunity of looking at ; and among those 
documents Avere a series of instructions to Communist cells of the character 


of Avorkmen’s and peasants’ organisations. Speaking from memory, one 
of those set of instructions Avas practicallj' identical Avith the one AA’liich 
has been read as the letter sent by klr. Roy ; so although, judging from 
the cAudence that the Home Member has gh'en, this document Avas inter¬ 
lined with manuscript alternations in the handAvriting knu>Yn-tD-.be Roy’s, 
apart from that I should think that probably it Avas merely "a letter of 
instructions Avbieli be indented for from the department of propaganda ; 
and therefore in this particular case it is probably absolutely time that he 
did not actually AAU'ile it. I have read furtlmr letters of in.struetious ; 
one of them incidentally Avas a letter of instructions as how to deal Avith 


trades union leaders. After gaining their copMencCj the letter shoAA^ed 
how the Communist AAms to worm his Avay info pcfwei' and ufter AAunniiig 
over trades union members to their side to denoVnee the trade.s union 
leader a.s a rumiing dog of tlie Imperialist and bourgeois. But thei'e-.js 
also another letter of instructions Avhich. says that members of .-the Com¬ 
munist partj’’ are entitled to tell any falsehood, to betray any friend in 
the interests of their cause • and I therefore maintain that even if 
Mr Roy bad written that letter, if he though it would be advantageous 
D lus cause, he would, not have had the slightest hesitation in eaUing it 
is .wrote ‘‘Ilyitch-TJlianov,”—I may say that that 

loved Lemn—Lenin being obly a pseudonym—“ Ilyiteh 

e7es auLiL J+i "w. throAving of sand in the enemy’s 

pastimes of that him by ruse Lies or betrayals and little 

P^tmes of that description merely come under the heading of ruses of 


{ 
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Sir, ive are dealing vdtli a dangerous national enem 3 L This particular 
Bill only deals -with those who come from outside India—who attempt to 
enter this country. It merely tells them to go or sends them away. I 
do not think even if I were an ardent supporter of the Communists, 
even if I were as intimate a friend of hir. Spratt, as is Mr. Ranga Iyer, 

I would really consider that I had a legitimate grievance if I were told 
to leave this eountrj’^. Let us assume that I wanted to go to Russia to 
advance arguments in favour of a capitalistic form of Government. Let 
us assume that I tried to collect those who were not quite satisfied with 
the present mode of Government there and encouraged them in their 
opposition, pointing out how much superior the standard of living in 
America under capitalistic regime is to the standard in Russia at the 
present day. I think that if I only found myself in receipt of a polite 
request from the Soviet Government to exercise my, talents elsewhere I 
could consider mj^self extremelj’’ fortunate. I therefore ask this House 
not to throw out the principle of this Bin, nor delaj’’ it by asking for 
circulation but to let it go to the Select Committee. Let us approve the 
principle which says that we are not going to allow Communists to come 
to this country. I agree that the BiH has a number of faults. I agree 
tliat some of the promsions of the Bill are much too wide and that these 
ihust'be put right in Select Committee, but I do appeal to this House not 
to throw out the Bill or pass a dilatory motion unless there are Members 
in this House who realty are in favour of eventual Red rule in India. 
T cannot .s('e how auybodj'-, however suspicious he may be of Government 
intentions, can argue against this Bill going to Select Committee. If it 
comes back in a form which is disapproved of we can always throw it out 
and I am glad to say that ray friend Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya ha.S 
told-'me that he has no objection to this Bill going to Select Committee. 


Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad and Jl)ansi_ Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : I said I would agree to the Bill being referred 
to a Select Committee if certain vital matters will be agreed to m this 
House. „ . . . 

Sir- i/ictbr Sassoon : The principle of the Bill is to prevent Com¬ 
munist agents coming to this countiy. I am sure that my friend Panel 
Madan Mohan Malaviya is not in favour of Bed Communist agents coming 
to this country. As far as the details of the Bill are concerned regarding 
the prevention of other British subjects from coming into this countiT, 
t mt can be dealt with by restrictive clauses which can be put in in the 
Select Committee or-when'the Bill comes up for third reading. 

Sir-1 support the motion to refer the BiU to the Select Committee. 
Lai Lajpat Bai (Jullundur Division : Non.^uhamniadau) : I rise 
.Itb owose the motion made by the Honourable the Home Member t^t 
this Bill be taken into consideration. Before I proceed to give my lea- 
ri. iTiv nuinion or far my position, I want to dispose of a part_ of 
Hieipeech made by my friend Sir Victor Sasjoon. He talked of the im- 
mtyrftion laws of the United States of America and South Afiiea and 
peSiaps of Australia too. I wish there had been laws of that kind m 
India. I know something of the immigration laws of the United States. 
T^ey have absolutely nothing to do with the principle of this Bill. Thej 
ore entirely based on different considerations and on different principles 
and they 4re enacted long before Bolslievi.sni came into existence at aU. 
Therefore I endorse Mr. Ranga Iyer’s statement that a law of tins kmd 
LIOJLA ® 
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would be thrown out by the Senate or the Congress of the United States, 
in fact by any civilised Legislature {Honourable Members : “ No, no.”) 

Wait a minute please. What is the principle of this Bill—^not to stop 
the coming into India of the Bolshevik agents as my friend wants us to 
believe, but the principle of the Bill is to authorise the Executive Govern¬ 
ment of this country to pass executive orders for the expulsion of certain 
people from this country. That is the principle of this Bill. 

Sir Victor Sassoon ; Is that not possible in America ? 


^ Lala- Lajpat Eai : That is not possible in America. On any complaint 
made to the immigration authorities, to the Department of Labour and' 
Immigration in the United States, they at once issue a notice to the per¬ 
son or persons concerned to come and show cause. Not only do they 
allow the persons concerned to show cause, but they also allow them-- to 
be defended by lawyers. I know of a case from personal knowledge. 
Mr. Hardyal, one of the most distinguished Indians who visited America— 
of course you may not agree with his A'iews—was once in the United States. 
He was served with a notice of this kind and he was allowed to appear 
before the immigration authorities and show cause why he should not be. 
deported. He was defended by lawyers. Then, furthermore, there ip ,a‘ 
provision in the law of the United States of America that the orders of’ flie’ 
Labour Department and immigration authorities can be questioned in 
a court of law, at least in the Supreme Court of Judicature in that counti'y. 
They have not given the executive the power to send anybody away with¬ 
out any notice, without any cause shown and without any defence being 
put in, such as this Bill seekp to give to the executive here. 
If they wanted to expel all Communist agents that come into this country, 
the law should have been framed dift'erentlj*. I will come to that later'on. 
Haying, disposed,of that part of the speech of Sir Victor Sassoon, I will 
point out that there are no laws of this kind in any civilised country. No¬ 
body has shown yet that sfieh a law exists in any country. It perhaps 
exists in Fascist Italy. If that is the model which the British Govern¬ 
ment is going to adopt, then, I am afraid, I cannot congratulate them. 


Now. I shall come to the actual measirre before me. I oppose it 
because I do not consider it to be an honest measure. When I saj that, 
I do not mean the slighte.st po.ssible inflection upon the honesty of any 
individual member of the Government, but I do charge the Government 
of India as a whole with dishonesty of purpose in sanctioning the intro¬ 
duction of the Bill in the way they have done. No justification whatever 
has been made out for the introduction of this measure. I heard .very 
carefully the speech of the Honourable the Home Member. What was 


the material that he placed before this House as justification for/-his 
asking this House to legislate o_n such a matter in such, haste. He qridt$rL 
a pamphlet that was the subject of litigation in the United Provinces of 
Agra and Oudh in 1924 in a prosecution against certain Bolshevik pro¬ 
pagandists. He also quoted from the letter of M. N. Roy. He quoted 
rrom another document that was circulated in India. I agree with my 
wvltfo u ^s.soon when he said that probably this letter was not 

matter which is included in this letter has 
Indian mu'iu ^ t+ ^ British public and also for that reason before the 
reSbl^ w&ch ^ or White Book, I do not 

: a A\as issued at the time when the Russian thade 
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agents were expelled from England on the ground of having violated the 
terms of the Treaty which that Government had entered into with the 
Government of Great Britain. All these instructions which you find in 
the letter of M. N. Roy published by the Associated Press of India are to 
be found m those publications. There is nothing new in the letter. I there¬ 
fore deliberately charge the Government with having chosen their time 
to publish this letter with the object of creating an atmosphere for this 
legislation. It was stated b 3 '- the Honourable the Home Member that the 
letter came into this country or at least was written in December last and 
my friend Mr. Eanga Iyer asked why the Associated Press of India and 
the Statesman were not prosecuted for disseminating seditious matter, as 
that letter does contain seditious matter. I can give him the reason for 
that. The reason for that is that the letter was probably made over to 
the As^ciated Press of India by^ the Government for the purpose of 3 )ub- 
lication. It probably remained in the Government pigeon-holes for some 
time. The Government have not givmn us any indication as to how thej’' 
'came into possession of this letteiv This Government, clever as it is in 
intercepting letters in the Post Office, probablj^ intercepted it in the 
. Office and kept it in its pigeon-holes for eight months to he used at 

-;t£e opportune time for legislation of this kind. How can .the}'' then pro- 
.seciite the Associated Press of India or the Statesman for a thing which 
they themselves asked them to do ? I submit, Sir, that was an act of 
dishonesty on the part of Government to have kept that letter for so long, 

' not to have published it before, but only just a few days before this Bill 
was introduced in this House. » r 

Now, Sir, what I want to submit to this House is that those publica¬ 
tions .ar® not covered bj' this Bill. This Bill will not touch them. This 
..Hoiise'-‘is'’asked to enact' a measure wdiich will authorise the Government 
by executive order to expel Communists ; so that part of the case put by 
the Home Member, relating to those documents, was perfeetlj' irre¬ 
levant, and has absolutel}' nothing to do with the principle of this Bill. 
Then, Sir, we come to the actual agents, the Communists that have come 
to this country. So far as we know and as we were informed in that 
book called “ India ” written bj' the Director of the Publicity Bureau, 
there were two persons suspected to have been sent bj^ the Russian Gov¬ 
ernment or by Communists for the purpose of propaganda in this eountrj^ 
One of them has been in one of the jails of His Majesty and has been 
taking his repose ever since he came into this countrj^. If he has been 
carrying on any pi’opaganda from the jail, of which I do not know, then I 
submit, the responsibility lies on the Government, and not on “ Com¬ 
rade ” Allison or anj'body else.' The other gentleman whose name has 
been taken'is Mr. Spratt. My friend, Mr. Ranga Iyer, wants to give 
him'a‘certificate and to make us believe that he is an angel. Mj^ friends 
on that side, the capitalists, want us to believe that he is the very em¬ 
bodiment of a devil. I express no opinion, Sir, on either side." I do not 
know that gentleman ; but I think it is absolutely unreasonable, very 
absurd, to believe that a man of tliat kind, whatever may be his capacity, 
could be instrumental in bringing about all those strikes and all these 
“ disturbances ” upon which mj' friend, the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber, and my friend. Sir Victor Sassoon, rety so much. Sir, this is the only 
material which has been placed before this House in justification of this 
sweeping measure, giving power to the executive to summarity expel 
any person suspected of being a foreign Communist without any trial in anj' 
LIOIPA c2 
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court of law. I submit this is absolutely insufficient material for us to accept 
as the basis for this legislation. 

My friend, Sir Victor Sassoon, made a great deal of the maxim that 
prevention is better than cure. But does he not liiiow that principle of 
jurisprudence that no penal law .should be enacted unless there is hPtual 
necessity for it ? 

Sir Victor Sassoon ; But there is actual necessity for it * ^v1»* 


Lala Lajpat Eai : I submit, no material has been placed before this 
House to justify the enactment of such a measure. There are laws 
enough in this country under which anybody committing the acts wljich 
have been detailed in clause 2 can be punished or deported. There is 
Regulation HI of 1818—and it was said on the floor of this House that 
that Regulation applies to everybody, in India. Anybody who comes into 
India makes himself liable to the criminal laws of this country, be he 'a 
Communist or otherwise. If he comes here and commits any of these 
acts which are detailed in clause 2, I submit the Indian Penal Code is 
wide enough to punish him : and therefore there is no reason why the 
Indian tax-payer should be burdened with the co.st of his expulsion from- 
this country. I could have understood one thing, which the Goveimment 
could have easily done and in which perhaps we might have supported, 
them. That would have been this, that, if a person was convicted by _a 
court of law of any such offence, he should be ordered to go out of tins 
country instead of being 'fed at ^he cost of the Indian tax-iiayer ‘ in 
India. If the Government wanted authority of that kind, they could 
have proposed a measure for making a provision of that kind either-in 
the Indian Penal Code or in the Criminal Procedure Code or even in Re¬ 
gulation III of 1818, and it would have been a very simple thing to have 
accepted it ; but Government have not done anything of that kind. They 
have proceeded to state in elaborate detail all kinds of beliefs and acts 
in clause 2 and to ask for executive authority for expelling men susspected 
of entertaining such beliefs or doing such acts. Sir, I will break no bones 
by stating to this House that this is not a measure really intended against 
foreign Communists onljL It is only the thin end of the wmdge. It is 
really directed against Indians themselves. Nationalists as wmll as Labour¬ 


ists. The foreign Communist will go aivay, will be turned out at the 
cost of the Indian tax-payer and ivill be taken to the British Isles or any¬ 
where else, being comfortably berthed in a P. & 0. steamer, but if this House 
accepts the principle of this Bill and accepts clause 2, that acceptance 
caused at any time be utilised for the purpose of prosecuting Nationalists 
and others who want Indian economic advance and political freedoih." That 
is really the motive at the back of this legislation, which, I would ask my 
.^Hoiiourable friends to consider, is not a measure intended against foreign 
Comnnunsts onlj'. It is only the thin end of the wedge what the Govern¬ 
ment are aiming at is to seek the approval of this House to prosecute and 
whom by hook or by crook they can bring -\vithin tlie pur- 
elaiico w n charged with acts mentioned in that 

is all wrv sweeping it is. It 

Select Committee w' ^^^soon to say that this can be changed in 

Pives a fair -mdicatiTn STie 

^'ant to do '"Df poni-cr. L ^ x of the Government as to ivhat thev 

■ .n course my fronds may change the danse in the Select 
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Committee but we are at present discussing the form of the Bill as it is. 
Sn, let us look at clause 2. My friend, the'Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber, made a distinction between Communist doctrines and Communist 
action. ^ ou will see in clause 2 that it is not Communist action that is 
proposed to be punished or dealt with. It is the advocacy directly or 
indirectly of the doctrine stated in that clause. The words are : 

ivlloever diiectiy or indirectly aclroeates the overthrow by force or violence the <rovern- 
nipnt established by law in British India’.” " 

That is an offence under the Indian Penal Code, and the Government 
is‘perfectly entitled to prosecute anybody, Indian or foreigner, for that 
offence in a court of justice and to take the verdict of that court, whether 
it be imprisonment or even death, but what is to prevent the Government 
from saying under cover of the phrase “ directly or indirectly advocating 
the overthrow of the Government ” that Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar and Mr. 
Jawaharlal Nehru, who advocate complete independence, come under 
the category, although they do not really mean the overthow of the Bri¬ 
tish Government by force or violence. They may say, “We want a 
peaceful revolution ”, but the Government will say that they are not to be 
believed, because the only way for them to get complete political inde¬ 
pendence is bj’’ force or Adolence. That may be considered fair argument 
. to use in regard to them. So the Government want the approval of this 
House to the proposition that all those who dii'ectly or indirectly advo- 
■ cate the overthrow of the British Government by force or violence are 
guilty of Communism ; so that such a person, by being called a 
Communist although he may not be a Communist at all and may 
be only a political reformer or a socialist, may be brought under this 
clause. Then, Sir, let us go further. Under this clause to advocate “ the 
abolition of all forms of law or organized government “ is evidence of Com- 
. munism. I do not know whether the Government of this countiy or the 
gentleman who drafted this Bill know that the Communists are not 
•jopposed to all forms of laiv or organized government, and that they have 
an organized government of their own, and that they only want all coun¬ 
tries to adopt that form of government. Whether it is good or whether 
it is bad, it is an organized form of goveimment, and it is such an orga¬ 
nized form of government that even the mighty British Empire wants 
to come to terms with that Government. They once recognized the ne¬ 
cessity or the desirability of coming to terms with that Government, by 
entering into a treaty of peace and trade with them. They have of course 
since dissolved that treaty by virtue of certain alleged breaches of that 
agreement or treaty which I need not state. Every civilized Govcriiment 
in the world to-day is anxious to enter a treaty or pact of trade with 
that organized Government of the Soviety Unions of Russia. Honour¬ 
able Members may have recently read in the papers that the Soviet Gov¬ 
ernment has recently signed the Kellogg Anti-Wax* Pact. The civilized 
Governments of the world have not treated the Communists as if thejr 
were “mad dogs” and outeastes. There are other Governnients which 
are in no way better than the Communist Govei’ument of Russia. 

An Honourable Member : Question ? 

Lala Lajpat Eai : Of course you wiU question, because you are 
interested in questioning it. But as a fact they are in no way better. 
They are aU desiring to push on their trade with Russia, to sell their 
manufactured articles,-to get Soviet monejq to enter into trade rclalirns 
with, that “ damned ” Russian Government which my friend thinks is so 
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abominable. I may at once .say that I am neither a Communist nor one 
having sympathy with the Communist doctrine. But at the same time 1 
am not an Imperialist as well, and if the question arose of choosing between 
‘an Imperialist and a Communist Government, I do not know which I 
should choose, for both are equally bad and vicious and both are equally 
destructive of the rights of others. Capitali.sm is only another name for 
Imperialism. It is capitalistic Imperialism upon which my friends fatten 
bej-e in India by exploiting the masses of this country. To me it seems 
absolutely blasphemous for them to talk of the pQor cultivators, the poor 
laboLirers, the poor peasants of this country. Are they not sucking the 
blooa of these peasants ? Have not their own authorities told them so 
m iheir documents ? Dr. Harold Mann has said that what the cultivator, 
tbe labourer and the peasant suffer from in India is an empty belly. 
Who is responsible for the empty belly ? Those very same people who 
caiiy away milli,ons of money out of the country which they have earned 
from those same peasants and with the help of Indian labour. And they 
do so with the help of this Government which has been compelled by 
those ver5’’ capitalists to introduce this BiU. As my friend Mr. Eanga Iyer 
said, they are the people interested in keeping these Communists out and 
with investing this Government with executive powers to treat these 
people summarily. I am quite in'epared to admit that Communism and 
Imperialism stand at two opposite poles. I have absolutely no doubt that 
the success of Communism in this world will mean the destruction of all 
empires. I am, therefore, satisfied that this effort on the part of this 
Government and on the part of my capitalist friends is perfectly natural. 
They want to suppress Communism. But why should they say that they 
are doing it in the interests of this country ? Why import into this dis¬ 
cussion matters which are not included in the Bill itself ? 


My friend the Honourable the Home Member and also Sir Hai’i 
Singh Gour waxed eloquent upon the protection of religion. My 
friend, whom, by the by. T congratulate on having got a seat amongst 
the gods, said he was not in love with bureaucracy. But evidently the 
bureaucracy has fallen in love with him—let us hoxie that it will last— 
and that explains his iiresent attitude. The other day he was taunting 
some Member.s of this House with dishonesty in opiiosing his Bill for 
di.^ssolution of Hindu marriages for fear of the voters and electors. I 
think m3’’ friend has made himself safe for all time to come for a 


permanent seat m this House and therefore he is no longer afraid of 
apy voters or electors. That i.s wlty he is so anxious to uiihold the prin¬ 
ciple of this Bill. I congratulate him. But, Sir, coming to the point, 
he talked of religion. Sir Hari Singh Gonr talking of religion ! That 
was quite a surprise to me, because only a few months ago I read a 
document .signed b3^ that gentleman in which he framed the eonstitu- 
+ if modernizing India which asked all Indians to 

f, western methods and do away with religion altogether. I 

ow he will deny it, because he is accustomed to doing that. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Can my friend produce that document ? 

he -u I produced a telegram which 

sending of which he^fl of the Simon Commission and the 

sot into that it memory. He has 

habit and we on tins side of the House have ceased to 
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take him seriously, both when he opposes or supports us. ^Therefore it 
is a surprise to me to bear Sir Hari Singh Gour pleading for this Bill 
in the name of religion. I do not know what his religion is. There is a 
religion known as Mammon worship ; there is a religion of God wor¬ 
ship, which of course pious Hindus and Mussulmans follow. 1 do not 
believe that he follows any God worship. He follows Mammon worship. 
And then again, the British Government talking of the protection of 
religion in this country ! Why they have destroyed the very founda¬ 
tions of religion in this country by their very existence and by allow¬ 
ing forces to work in this country wdiich are anti-religious. Religion has 
different meanings with ditferent persons. Even Communists believe 
and allege that Bolshevism is a religion. If that is the meaning to be 
-attached to religion, then perhaps my friend is perfectly religious and 
I am prepared to apologize for saying he has no religion. Religion has 
different forms—what form was meant wdren an appeal was made to 
the Hindus and Mussalmans of this House to rouse their passion _ i 
behalf of religion because the Communists attacked their religion. 
Well, »Sir, if the Communists attack any religion, they attack the con¬ 
ventional Christian religion. They do not attack religion altogether, 
and as I have said, they do not attack every organized form of gov¬ 
ernment. 


Then, Sir. my Honourable friend the Horne Member and my Honour¬ 
able friend Sir Hari Singh Gour talked of Hindu culture and the struc¬ 
ture of society. But, Sir, if there is any Hindu in thi.s House who is 
pntung the axe at the structure of Hindu society it is Sir Han 
Gour. 1 welcome his efforts to reform the Hindu religion and Hindu 
customs, but he should not talk of the structure of Hindu society. Tne 
structure of Hindu society which at present exists he wants to do array 
with He wants all Hindus to adopt the European hat. He wants aU 
Hindus to eat with fork and knife and to adopt European manners. And 
ihen lie talks of the structure of Hindu society. It is very strange to 
me. I cannot understand it. But of course an advocate can use any 
■ argument, that comes to him at the time of arguing a case. 

Then Sir mv Honourable friend the Home klember talked of restora¬ 
tion and recoiisti-uetion after the war. What is he going to 
India ^ Is he going to restore to us our pre-war poveity ""brnh h 
mciSised ten-fold since ? What is he going to reconstruct in In^a by 
means of this Bill ^ Is he going to reconstruct Hindu society or Hn)f u 
rZTon^ I submit, the claim is%bsolutely preposterous and those claims 
do not find any mention in the Bill. I the hones . 

of the Government if thei had .simply said that this Bill is designert o 

11 ivcW I.. More 
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profitable if my friends would first make themselves masters of that sub- 
j<:et before making general statements on the floor of this House to the 
amazement of those of us who know something of the subject. This is 
riot an honest measure. If it really aimed at expelling Bolsheviks and 
Communists only, it should have said so in the ’ Bill itself. The Bol¬ 
sheviks are not Anarchists. It has become the fashion for responsible 
people to make all kinds of wild statements against tlie Soviet Govern¬ 
ment of Russia. But Governments themselves do not want to take that 
line of attitude. Otherwise it will be impossible for them to enter into 
any agreement with the Soviet Government. Honourable Members here can 
talk in any way they like. The Communists can call Imperialists ipad 
just as m\' friend Sir Victor Sassoon has compared the Communists with 
mad dogs, they can charge the Imperialists with injecting poison into 
the system of the body politic. But no responsible Government, either' 
the British or any other, would talk of that Government in that way, 
because thej’" still hope to enter into trade contracts and trade agree¬ 
ments and trade treaties with them and make money out of them. Sir, 
this money business reminds me of the remark made by my friend Sir 
Hari Singh Gour of the money that was received from Moscow by my 
friend Mr. Joshi. Well, Sir, he forgets that Great Britain gets money 
from Moscow, wants to get money from Moscow, and the only trouble is 
that kloscow will not give them enough money. There are men in the 
House of Commons sitting in the seats of the mighty that have received 
monej’’ from Moscow and they have not been turned out either from 
the House of Commons or from their country. Some of them will 
probably be adorning the Cabinet in the next Labour Government. ] 
think my friend would be only too happy to get money from Moscoav il 
he could. If a Bolshevik agent' in this country were placed before a 
court of law for trial, my friend Sir Hari Singh Gour would be the first 
man to ask for Rs. 2,000 a day for defending him and getting him 
acquitted. What has this absurd talk about money from Moscow to do 
with this Bill ? I may also remind him that his statement about strikes 
and “ disturbances ” is also entirely wide of the mark. It is his deplor¬ 
able ignorance of the history of the world and of the history .of the 
development of trade unions and trade unionism, of the Labour move¬ 
ment in the world, that is responsible for his saying that this particular 
phase which has been prominent in this year in this country marks the 
activities of the Communists or the Bolsheviks or is evidence of their 
activities in this country. In all times in the world, whenever there 
is anj’- reform movement, whenever there is a preparation for framing 
a constitution, in pre-constitution days there have been such disturbances. 
Wliat was the stete of England in the days when the Reform Bill was 
^ tile anvil ? What were the conditions in other countries in the days 
was bpinw being changed or when trade unionism 

even fthM^biSor^^^ history of trade unionism if cursorily studied 
Member S Sydney Webb, who was a 

is happening ih inrbT would have shown him that what 

what had happened’ iu ®^®®l^dely nothing, as compared with 

and that irKS fndfcalon countries in Europe ; 

influence of foreign Communi< 5 t^ foreign influence or the 

•entirely wrong, it is ^ue Sir to*« agents. , The conclusion is 

clue. Sir, to the empty belly, -hunger. My friend 
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may not feel that it is due to hunger ; the Government Benches may 
not feel that it is due to hunger ; but we, who know those people, who 
nork amongst them, live amongst them, we know that it is that abomin¬ 
able thing, hunger, which is at the bottom of this unrest and which 
cieates these strikes. I have never made it a secret and have said so in- 
this House and from the platform and in the Press, that indiscriminate 
strikes, strikes not well grounded, should not be undertaken. I am not 
in favour of strikes ; I am not in favour of strikes being started on 
small pretexts. My friend Mr. Joshi who knows much about these strikes 
can testify that I have spoken in Bombay, which is the home of organised 
labour, that "they should not indulge in these strdces too often and too 
lightty. Hunger however malces that advice unacceptable. It is hunger 
which compels them to resort to these strikes. The textile strikes which 
my Honourable friend Sir Victor Sassoon referred to are at the bottom 
of this Bill ; it is to prevent these strikes, to isolate India altogether 
both in the political field and in the economic field, from the rest of the 
world, to make it entirely helpless that accounts for the introduction of 
this Bill. That is what this Bill is intended for. Is it to_ frighten away 
people who want to investigate into labour conditions in this eounti’y, who 
wmnt to investigate into political conditions in this country, from visiting 
this country ,• it is to keep them away, so that they may keep away lest 
this law should be used against them and they may be turned out with 
ignominy. 


Sir, this Bill, therefore, is not an honest measure ; it is a dishonest 
measure on the part of the Government ; it is an indirect attempt to get 
the verdict of this House to principles to which they would not agree 
11 they were plainly and honestly put before them. Look at the woiding 
of this Bill “ conducive to bring about that result”, “ a member of 
any society or organisatipn ” and so on. Look at the whole wording of 
the Bill. That will show that it is an attempt to get the verdict of 
this House, that all that is contained in clause 2 practically amounts to 
Communism or Bolshevism. The causes which my Honourable friend the 
Home Member stated was the basis pf this Bill are not stated in clause 
2. Very few of them are stated there, t This clause goes much fur¬ 
ther. It practically wants the approval of this ® 0 "se to all that is con¬ 
tained therein whether Communistic or not, so that if we once appioie 
the principle of this Bill, of this clause, as it stands, and if ^own- 
ment wants to prosecute and punish our own countrymen waiit 

political independence or economic independence, or who 
independence or economic independence, they may say to this iloi^e 
- You have accepted the. principle of this Bill you J^ve accepted the 
principle embodied in clause 2. How can you to piosecu^ 

puni-shment of your people on th esame basis and on tbe 
Once the principles of this Bill are accepted, none of here is safe 

because in the opinion of the Benches opposite every of us is a 
ShSik Anybody who is not in favour of present Br^ 
eminent ,of India, anybody who is not m favour of the pre. ^ 

of Government is a Bolshevik. I see Anglo-Indian too 

.exy olteu^p^y 

Sts is moral sanction 'tor anything they might do 

S" "ao“'„ment ^or 
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their coiiiitry in trouble. It is in order to pposeeute and punish them 
that ue are asked do pass this measure. I do not eare if anybody is 
punished and prosecuted after fair trial, after a trial before a court of 
justice. But, Sir,' I am very suspicious, extremely suspicious of the 
intentions of an executive Government when they want to be invested 
with judicial powers. It is a most dangerous thing. I would beg of the 
Members of this House not to invest the executive Government with 
Judicial power in the way this Bill proposes to do. It gives power io 
the Government to judicially determine whether any per,son is guilty 
of acts stated in clause 2, and after judicial determination, in camera 

and in Executive Council they can expel anybody. This is a most 

dangerous poAver Avhieh any Legislature could give to an exeeutHe Goa’-- 
ernment ; I also beg of the Members of this House not to thinlc that they 
can improve this Bill in the Select Committee. The evil lies in the root 
of the Bill. The Bill practically is for the summary expulsion of people 
from this country and tlie Bill has to be radically^ changed. It will be 

impossible to change it in the Select Committee. Moreover, I submit, 

Sir, that this Bill is not necessary. They have got all the powers they 
need and eA-en more. Why should they multiply iheir poAvers from 
tme to time ? Tliere is enough Mat already in their hands by Avhich they 
can effect the purposes mentioned in this Bill. Sir, I AA'^ant to appeal 
to the Members of this House to remember that this GoA'ernment, perhaps 
any executive Government, but particularly this Government as it is 
constituted to-da 3 '', is not fit to be invested Avith these poAvers. Don’t I 
kuoA\ lio\v these pOM'ers have been exercised from time to timo^ in the 
interests of “ law and order ”? D.on’t I know that the GdA’^ernment haAm 
confined people Avithout trial .simpty for administratHe conA^enienee ? 
Mas not that stated in the Bengal Legislative Council by a responsible 
Member of the Bengal Government ? And don’t I know, by personal 
experience, my own personal experience, that the exercise of such judicial 
poveis by the executive Govei'mnent is absolutely arbitrary, unwarranted 
niijn.st ami unfaii-? In the end they ahvaj^s say “ Oh, we made a mis- 

mistake, but the poor man had to suffer all the 
tinie ; Ins children had to suffer. They can make mistakes of this kind with- 
out^qualm of conscience. I therefore beg to submit before this House, Sir, 
ticiL fii’st of all on general principle no executive GoA-ernment is fit to 
be entnisted Antli this kind of pOAver, but more particularly this Goa^- 
einmeut is in no case fit for such a poAver, I do not Avant, Sir, to say 

sanctioned, which has 

S iret constitution of a Commission composed 

POAver^o? 7 with any executive 

the floor nf specified in the Bill. I want to say from 

tains thrpp T ^ Hou.se that this Government, although it con- 
not inspire anA° ^ admiration, does 

ment Avliicli' ought to ’ t^«=refore it is the last Govern- 

outlook is ImSlLtie u^rrn 7^*’^ Their Avhole 

look is not a7a]l Avide ’inri;^77 and suppressive. Their out- 

Coimnunist danger and the Patriotic. Sir, all this talk about the 

Is there any chance of the •Dponl7^ entirely out of the question. - 

or English 9 ^^C^ntW listening to those men 

niaA be tins, that the men edneat^fl ? The danger 

niong the Indian communities maj'- 
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become Communists. Go for these Indian Communists, punish them for 
their Communism and their Communistic views if you tvill say frankly 
that your real object is to get at the Indian Communists. Why do you 
proceed in this understanding—^telling us that you want to proceed against 
foreigners only ? You are practically bolstering up the law against 
Indians. It is a pretence, a disguise, to say that this Bill is not intended 
against us, that'it is intended against Britishers, against foreigners. Why 
should we be saddled with the cost of sending to his liome a Britisher or a 
foreigner ? I happened to be once in Japan when the Japanese Govern¬ 
ment wanted to turn out two Indian revolutionaries. They did not give 
them passports or passages. They simply said, “ Leave this country within 
such and such a date.” Let the Government get a comuction before a 
court of law and then take power hy amending the Indian Penal Code so as 
to turn the men out of the country. It is no nse giving them passages or 
protecting their property. If a court of law convicts the man of any of these 
offences, it is no business of ours to give him a comfortable cabin and iiro- 
vide him with a passage to his own home. 


Sir, I object to the whole principle of this Bill. It is an ahsolntely 
vicious Bill, it is a Bill that has not been drawn up with any care for 
public opinion, with any care for fairness or for decency. I therefore wish 
to warn Members of this House not to be carried away by all this senti¬ 
mental talk of danger. We are in no danger from Bolshevism or Coin- 
munisra. The greatest danger we are in, is from capilalists and _e.vploitei;s. 
Don't we all know that money comes from Lancashire, from British trade 
unions, to help the strikes so that Indian mills may not operate ? li is not 
Moscow money alone that lielps to foster strikes. Why blame the Bolshe¬ 
vists only They mav be one of the forces that contribute towards strikes 
in Tliis country, but there are others also. I therefore wish to submit tluit 
nobody should be carried away by this sophistry. He will be g a 
dangerous weapon in the hands of Government to strangle all 
strangle our political aspirations if he accepts the principle of this Bilk 
This Bill is going to be applied to you now and 

executive orders. Do not, therefore, be carried away by tbe idea that th s 
Bill is intended for foreigners only. We wish all foreigner to leave this 
country and leave us free. We will always welcome them as friends, but not 
Xn th” co^hore ts «ploite.,. Wo ave Prepar'd to to .w 
aoiopnt of money they want if they w.ll leave ° I 

own battles You talk of protecting Indian labourers. We don t vant an^ 
S prmecUot. till w’e want iAcedom to develop omtoe ^ 

lines, even to dght among onrselvos if ''“y®"«VSrit?e not mme here to 
go away- We don’t care for your protection. Lou have c®“® , 

live us protection. You have come to make money, money, inonej lo-^ 
have come to fill your pockets with our hard-earned mone . 
earned money goes into the pockets of foreign capitalists foreign i - 
Sobers We understand all these tactics, we understand aU hese dis^ 

luises and devices. You might carry the Bill by « ^ 

Members of this Hou.^^e not to support the principle ot this l>i.i 

Ind^ ekf™; ‘4: motion for Select 

possible to convert this Bill into any useful measure m the Select Lomi . 
unless the Bill is entirely changed. 


T therefore, Sir, oppose the motion. 
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Sir Denys Bray (Foreign Secretary): Sir, the last time I confronted 
j p my Honourable friend, Lala Lajpat Rai, in debate 

■ I eiiarged him with confronting me with a cons¬ 

piracy of .silence. How fortunate was I then, did I but know it ! To-daj^ 
he has confronted me with a barrage of word.s. At first as I listened to 
him, I found in my heart feelings of dismay. But as he advanced his forces 
against me, I took courage, for I found that the barrage of words was but 
a smoke screen {An Honourable Member : “ You have taught us that.”)— 
a smoke screen behind which he could conceal his barrenness of argument. 
Some of the assertions he made filled me, not with dismay, but with a 
certain sense of indignation—^those words of his addressed to my Honourable 
fi'iend, Sir Hari Singh Hour, on the .score of his personal religion ; those 
words addressed to you, Sir, that charge he made against the British Gov¬ 
ernment and against Englishmen, on the score of tampering with the religion 
of this countrJ^ Heaven knows, our record in this country may be open 
to criticism. But on ihal score. Sir, I have never heard criticism before. 
(Loud Cheers from the Non-Opposition Benches.) 

He treated that wmll-reasoned .speecli of Sir Victor Sassoon wdth con¬ 
tempt ; brushed aside Sir Victor Sassoon’.s -well-authenticated statements j 
brushed aside the reference to the Acts in Australia and South Africa. 
And as for the law' in the United States, he presented you with a travesty. 
By introducing the words “ defended by lawyers ” he sought to make the 
House believe that in the United States the deportation order goes before 
the courts ! 

Lala Lajpat Rai : I still maintain that this is so. 

Sir Denys Bray : As a matter of fact he himself provided me wdth 
a reminder of the actual fact :—“ defended by lawyers ” before that veru 
jud'icial body, the immigration authorities ! 


And finally—for this seemed to be the burden of his argument Sir_ 

the great argument against the Bill' is money, money, the yast sums of 
money that will be expended from the resources of the Indian tax-paver on 
proviuiTi^ 3 iG"\v tliird clsss pcisssgGs ou't of Inclifl ! (Xisu^litor.) 


« • threw into the eyes of the House w'hen he spoke about 

thio Bill being directed not against the foreigners at all but against Indians. 
It cannot be said too often that this Bill does not touch the Indian British 
subject or, the subject of an Indian State. And as for the forei<rner it 
touches him not unless he comes into the country and tries to'ihcule’ate 

SS™' 'rlL T Mia’s amient 

^ not niy Honourable friend deceive him- 

S; 1 ^ not deceive the House Whatewr 

j^ents of the Third International may find R wise to whkopJ 

its creed froTth^wyo^psToToftl^^^ International has preached 

that Communism has no need to eonceal^^'+L'^^ forget it. It is their boast 
boast that in destruction lies the ^ It is their 

of the whole existing social struetire^ff ^ 

war-erv to , ™re is their open war-cr^'. AnnlT +Lo+ 

it means. Is Indira to mt^'\ands 
to brio, dorvn tlw tVoWr.!!; besmirol) what Islam tovererao^ 

-i^ux here my- 
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LW aiid I feel abashed. 

tuV f after-dinner speech of his the other day, while there was much 
witi) wiiieii I disagreed, and much which as usual I thoroughly enjoyed, 
.lete was one passage which gave me a thrill and a glow. And that was 
that passage of fine patriotism, of grand racial pride in which he spoke of 
the mdestruetibility of Hinduism, and how Hinduism had remained flrm^ 
untouched, while invasion after invasion passed over India. As I listened, I 
. heeame an Englishman like myself, belonging to a i-ace-whose 

■civilisation, however fine, does not boast of such immemorial ancestry, 
it,ill became an Englishman like myself to bring Hinduism lightly to my 
lips. And yet—is Hinduism to look on, hands folded, while India is sub¬ 
jected to an invasion of poisonous ideas infinitely more perilous than any 
inva.sion of force ? (Hear, hear and Applause.) Or am I lyrong ? Is 
there something after all in Communism that can stir Islam or Hinduism 
•to a new and a fuller life ? India has problems of her own ; Hindu and 
Muslim, landlord and tenant, capital and labour, town and country, prob- 
leiais, plenty and to spare, difiicult enough of solution without intrusion 
from outside, without the foreign intrusion of a poison more virulent than 
any poison the world lias yet knoivn in history. For myself, I look upon 
these industrial and agrarian disputes of ours, save when I am in the 
trough of depres,sion I look upon our communal struggles, as painful indeed 
and ugly, all too often dangerous, yet seemingly inevitable at the present 
stage and symptomatic of evolution and change. They are to me the 
growing pains of a 3 'oung nation. The adolescence of a ueiv nationhood is 
upon India. India, modern India, jmung India is awmkening to a new life, 
and growing pains must need be hers, grow’ing pains, painful of course, 
yet in their final outcome—^who dare doubt it ?—^benignant. But what of 
this intrusion of foreign matter into the body politic ? It bespeaks not the 
growing pains of health and growth and life, it bespeaks the devouring 
pains of the coiiceroiis growth of dissolution. To me. Sir, this is no idle 
metaphor. Ho'w indeed could it be ? If I am right in thinking—^most 
Honourable Members in this House will not need to think, they will know— 
if I arn right in thinking that Islam and Communism, Hinduism and Com¬ 
munism, are as poles asunder, then this intrusion in our bodj' politic is 
cancer indeed. A wfise man at the first warning .signs of cancer hies him 
to the surgeon that the knife may I’emove the cancer before it is too late. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Whj^ is not religion mentioned in this Bill ? 

Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz (West Central Pun.iab : :Muhani- 
madan) ; Hatred between classes is mentioned. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : That is religion perhaps. 

■ Sir Denys Bray ; The umvise man waits, as my Honourable friend 
Lala Lajpat Rai wmuld have us wait, too long. What ! Should the State, 
with millions of people in its keeping, wait too long 1 I have heard the 
suo-o-estion (I am not quite sure whether it came from my Honourable 
friend Mr Rah^'a Iver) that the State should indeed .shrink le.st it 
offend .some foreign Government. What Governiuent, I wrader .’ What 
nation « T can think of one only, a nation which, as Sir Yietor Sassoon 
reniinded us make .short work of people who think differently from them- 
S” 'mw” to tkofr thonglits. My Honom-ablo friend Mr. 

PanA Tver^I now remember, said that this Bill was designed to thwart— 
1 rp T trot 4 wrong f—some federation of Asiatic nations. What nations 
'■ L he thinkin<^ of f Is it Japan-? Again I can think of one semi-Asiatic 
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n itioB onty that revels in this sort of doctrine. Is he thinking of China ? 
M-j friend' Sir Victor Sassoon again provided the answer. And I myself 
am minded of the patriotic words of Mr. C. C. Woo when thej’" made a 
clean sweep of Soviets, citizens, agents and all, from Ilanlpw and evoked 
an angr.y protest from Mr. Ohieherin. “ The primeval instinct of self- 
preservation ”, Mr. Woo is reported to have said, ” demands that the 
nation should be thoroughly purged of all foreign cells of hostile activity. 
And whosoever in the Avide Avorld this our action of national self-preser¬ 
vation ma 3 " please or haplj' displease, China cares neither tittle nor jot ”, 
Wise words. Sir, and hraA^e. Let India sa 3 '' the same ! 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Tavo of the 
Clock. 


TJie Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Taa^ of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal -. European) -. Sir, Ave liAm in a Avorld of 
paradox. But I do not tbink that cA'en in the most freakish moments 
of imagination Ave have ever seen so pleasing a paradox as the other day 
Avhen my friend Mr. Tianga l3'er Avas found urging the Honourable the 
Home Member to make use of Begulation III, AAdiile the Home Member 
Avas protesting that he AA'ished to pimceed b3' avoa’’ of the ordinar3’' law. 
Regulation III, as Ave all knoAV, is a drastic regulation. Noav vre are try¬ 
ing to deal Avith three possible classes of people : inhabitants of the eoun- 
try, British subjects from the home country or the Dominions, and aliens 
or foreigners. I understand the GoA'ernment has under the existing A.et 
A'er\- full poAvers for dealing Avith aliens. It can of course deal by the 
ordinar3'^ laAv or if necessary at times 1 ) 3 ’- emergcnc3’- regulations AAdth in¬ 
habitants of this countiw ; but it does find itself in a difficult3" as regards 
dealing Avifh British sulsjects AAdio come here from England or from the 
Dominions. I understand The3’^ might possibl3’' be dealt Avith also under 
Regulation III, and that is AA'hat 1113' friend Mr. Eanga l3mr Avished to do.- 
I am Sony to find Mr. Eanga Iyer so vindictiA’-e about these young men. 
He AA'ishes to see them rotting in jail. I sliould have thought that the 
pi'oposal of GoA'-ernment merel3'' to deport them to the place' whence' 
thcA- came Avould be \evy much more humane than Mr. Eanga l3’’er’s pro¬ 
posal to deal Avith them under Regulation III. 

Mr. C. S. Eanga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Dhdsions : Non- 
Muharamadan Rural) ; On a point of correction. I did not sa 3 ^ that'they 
should be dealt Avith under Regulation III, but under the ordinary law^of 
the land. 


Mr. Arthur Moore : I accept the correction, but I Avas under the im- 
pressioiA that Mr. Eanga lAmr expressly mentioned to the Home Member 
m ins speech Regulation III as being useful. Mr. Eanga Iyer Avent 
^ther and said, as Sir Victor Sassoon pointed out this morning, that in 
Lainat legislation of this kind be tolerated. And Lala 

United morning challenged Sir Victor Sassoon’s version of the 

immigration lav^r^ fh 'tt’ claim to be an expert on this 
Victor Sassoon wa^s States. But as far as I understand it, Sir 

’^as right and my Honourable friend over there is wrong. 
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If lie will permit me I Avill just repeat tlie relevant section. It runs 
as follows : 

“ No person who disbelieves in or who is opposed to all organised government or 
.>vho is a member of or affiliated with any organisation entertaining and teaching such 

principles.or opposition to organised government or who advocates or teaches the 

ditty or the necessity or propriety of the unlawful assaulting or killing of any officer 
or officers, either of speeifie individuals or of officers generally of the Government of 
the United States, or of any other organised government shall be permitted to enter, 
etc.” 


T’leu it say.s : 

“ This section shall be enforced by the Secretary of Commerce and Labour under 
sneh rules and regulations as he shall prescribe. ’ ’ 


'N'othiug there about judicial trial—simply rules and regulations. Then 
we come to deportation. 

“ lii case the Secretary of Commerce and Labour shall be satisfied that an alien 
has-been found in the United States in violation of this Aet or that an alien is subject 
-to 'deportation under the provisions of this Act or of any law of the United Stares, ho 
sh.-iji cause such alien within the period of three years after landing or entry therein 
to be taken into custody and returned to the country whence he came.” 

Now, Sir, I contend that this is fairly comprehensive. It is quite true 
that in the pre.sent Bill there is no provision for a limit* of either three 
'or five years or for any other period ; but that is not a matter of principle. 
Thai is'a matter of detail which can be dealt with in the Select Committee. 
I submit that the procedure is in all essentials the same. 

Lala Lajpat Eai : Not at all. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : I have yet to discover the difference. 

Lala Lajpat Eai : The difference is this : the man is called upon to 
show cause and then the Secretary of Commerce and Laboui’ passes 
orders, 'and then it is open to him to contest that order in the States 
Court. 


Mr. Arthur Moore : There is nothing here about showing cause ; it is 
entirely left in the hands of the Secretary of Commerce and Labour. 
He bas' got to be satisfied, and I take it that in the case with which we are 
dealing the Government of the day will also have to be satisfied. Now, 
Sir the Opposition seems to suggest that the Government is setting a 
whale to eateli a sprat. I should like to point out that behind any parti¬ 
cular surat-for whom the whale may be set there is a world-wide cons¬ 
piracy at work. I refer to the Bolsheviks. I have been m Russia since 
the w4r under Soviet rule, and moreover in Teheran and Kabul I have 
seeninany of their agents, and have had the benefit of conversations with 
the Russian Ministers in Kabul and in Teheran. I am also familiar with 
the reports of the Third Internationale and with the proceedings of tlie 
Orieikal Congress at Baku in 1920. Like Sir Victor Sassoon I am not an 
alarmist bv nature. When people teU me that Russia is a great military 
danger wLn they tell me that we are liable to a sudden attack upon the 
froiRier I am not always very much impressed. I do not believe that 
Russia, whatever may come,—and in the end war may come—ivants irar. 
mat does Soviet Russia want ? I do not think any man who make.s 
a stndv of the situation can have any doubt as to i^at she wants. 
She wants civil war. She wants world wide civil war. Her propaganda 
stretches right through the world, from Moscow' to the Thames and the 
Clyde, to the United States, the South America, to Mexico, and to all the 
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countries of Europe. We hnoTV how activel 3 ' her agents are at work.. 
How are we to deal with this menace ? We have been told that India is 
not good soil for this propaganda. I agree, and I do not think that India 
is seriously going to go in for a campaign of violence. But this I do 
know, that there are some forces at work in India which do not want 
industrial peace. I would call your attention to the steel industry. That 
is, if I may say so, the cherished darling of this House. The House has 
lavished great sums upon it. They have determined and rightly deter> 
mined to have a great steel industry in this country. Noav, we know that 
the firm which constitutes the steel industrj’^ are good employers. A 
certain gentleman in a rash moment said hard things about them, but since 
then he has made a handsmhe apolog 5 ^ I do not think any Member 
of this House will suggest—^I am quite sure Mr. Joshi will agree with 
me—that they are not good emploj-ers. I do not know, nor does' any 
Member of this House know, what this fight in the steel industry is 
about. The grievances are still to seek. All we know is that the steely 
industr.y on which the House has lavished so mticli pains and attention' 
is closed down. We know that onlj’- a short time ago it aekieved a vei;]^. 
great triumph. It obtained a contract for steel to be used in the build¬ 
ing of a great bridge near Calcutta, the Bally Bridge. That was a 
tremendous triumph for this industrj’’ in India. No such contract had 
been obtained for Indian steel before, as far as I know. To-daj’’ that 
industrj’ is closed down, temporarity we all hope and believe. But the 
fact is that it is closed down and is unable to fulfil its orders. It is being 
prevented from carrjdng out that order of which we all heard with pride. 
My friend Mr. Gavin-Jones can tell us a great deal as to what is happen¬ 
ing in Cawnpore and in the United Provinces. Nou' I draw a clear dis¬ 
tinction between this kind of violent movement among the workers, 
which takes no real interest in securing benefits for the workmen, and 
legitimate trade unionism. Trade unionism is now recognis.ed-in England 
and the other countries of Europe as a legitimate weapon to protect the 
interests of the workmen and to raise their standard of living, and that 
has alwaj's included the right to strike. But we are now dealing with 
people whose real object is not to give support in these legitimate battles 
and secure victories for the men, but to foster a spirit of violence. Mr. 
Amar Nath Dutt said the other daj^ that he had been up and down India 
and that he had never met a Communist. Well, Sir, the Communists are 
not quite as simple as all that. They do not waste time in ti’ying to 
instil their ideas into the bland and childlike mind of Mr. Amar Nath 


Dutt. To them mj’- llonoiirable friend is one of the abominable and 
abominated bourgeosie, and in d\xe time a knife or a bullet will be good 
enough for him. The Communists are working amongst the hungry, as 
my friend Lala Lajpat Rai pointed out ; and that is dangerous ground 
to be worked by foreigners in this country who are advocating violence. 
AYe must remember that we are dealing with a world problem which is 
menacing every stable government the world over. This is a living age, 
the problem is ours and it is we who have to find solutions. It cannot 
be dealt vdth by the Barons of Runnej’-meade or the sections of Magna 
hharta. ^ Mj'- Honourable friend Pandit Motilal Nehru has raised two very 
mterestin^g points of order this week, and he has therebv attained his 
on w secure a full debate on the Bill. I congratulate him 

important thanks to him, got a_ fnll debate on this very 

him not to ns? thp ^ attained that admirable object, I appeal to 

not to nse the weight of numbers to kill the Bill at this early stage. 
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'‘'IT ’f Those against whom it is 

proposed to proceed under this Bill will be those who openly profess and 
teach violence. If these men are expelled they will not consider it a 
disgiace hut a testimonial. They are not being sent to gaol. They are 
merely asked to go. Is not that a simple and efficacious way of dealing 
with the matter ? Supposing we ignore the reality and we deal with 
this subject entirely by iioints of order, discussions on rules, and so on, 
V’hat shall we have achieved at the end of all ? We can prove that this is 
a subordinate Parliament, as if that needed proving. Is it not far 
better to prove that this is not going to be a subordinate Parliament, if 
we can help it ? Is it not for us to show that we are competent! to deal 
with these problems ? I can conceive circumstances in which not merely 
the present government but future governments will be very glad to have 
such a simple Statute on the book, enabling them to deport people back 
to the place whence they came. What are we asked to do ? We are 
.sending no one to prison. We are not, aS I say, impugning anybody’s 
.character, but are giving them in their own eyes a testimonial as faithful 
■seiwants of their Moscow headquarters ? 


An Honourable Member : Without hearing them ? 

Mr. Arthur Moore : Have we not heard them ? Is it likely that 
people will be deported who ar-e not profe.ssing the tenets of that particular 
gospel, the gospel of eiml war in everj!^ country ? It is not merely in this 
country that such steps are sought to be taken ; they are being taken 
throughout the world. Society has to organize itself in self-defence. We 
find people who hold the extraordinary creed, that you can remodel society 
by vi’olenee. who fail to see that human society is the total of all our 
mental attitudes, and that by professing violence you can never procure 
peace. These people believe that by violent overthrow and de.struction, they 
can somehow -bring in the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth. Surelj' if you 
can deal with such people without Auolence, by sending them away to the 
place whence they came, is not that much better ? I trust klembers of this 
House will at least agree that it is a fair course to send the Bill to a Select 
Committee.- I cannot believe that Honourable Members who talk of Regu¬ 
lation III realize the full implication of what they suggest. I would earne.stlj' 
appeal to them to take the sensible course of sending the Bill to the Select 
Committee, where it can have fuU considei-ation and then it can come back 
to this House. 


Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Mr. President, I beg to oppose this Bill and all its provi¬ 
sions wholly and without any i-eservation. mental, moral or verbal. I 
think, Sir, that this Bill has been brought before us in a particular fasMon 
30 as to’ enlist in its favour all pos.sible prejudices and to throw around the 
subject as much darkness as it was possible for the other side to do. It 
was a touching solicitude which was shown in the literary speech of my 
Honourable friend, Sir Denys Bray, and in the speech of the Honourable 
the Home Member for the Hindu religion, for Hindu culture, for the 
Mussalman religion and for klussalman culture 1! And it was suggested 
that if this Bill were not passed, the foundations of Hinduism and Islam, 
the foundations of the culture of each of my friends on this side as well as 
of my humble self, of which we are so justlj" proud, will be destroyed. 
Landlords’ sympathy, big landlords’ .sympathy was sought to be enlisted 
by dangling before them the idea that they Avill all be expropriated if this 
LIOHjA d 
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Bill is not passed, in that artful, in that re-strained way of which my 
friends on the opposite side are such past masters. Then it was suggested 
that capitalism and private property in the country -will be a thing of the 
past and will cease to exist unless this Bill is passed. And incidentally, 
the I'eeent strikes and troubles in Bombay and elsewhere were made as much 
use of as possible. But I cannot congratulate the Honourable the Home 
Member on the presentation of his ease. He must himself have felt that 
he had no case at all to put forward before this House. I think, Sir, it is 
really trifling with us, men who have been trained to weigh evidence, who 
know something of law, who know something of human nature, who know 
something of what is going on in this country, to tell us that these scraps 
of proved or unproved things which were flourished before us furnish con¬ 
clusive or even ordinary proof that there is a Red menace in India which 
is destructive not only of the British Government here but subversive of 
all Law and authority, of civilization itself, and which reaUy threatens to 
throw overboard Hinduism and Muhammadanism into the two seas on 
either side of India. I think the Honourable the Home Member must have 


strained his sense of humour very considerably (Laughter) : and he wmuld be 
the first person I am .sure who would laugh at us if any Member of the 
House took him seriously. His arguments on that head could not have been 
presented to a second-class magistrate with any chance of a conviction on 
the evidence (Laughter),—and he knew that perfectly well. Of course, 
dealing with a popular Assembly, dealing ivith various interests and pre¬ 
judices, he thinks he can dress up a case like this—and in window-dressing 
I admit I am no match for any of my friends on the opposite side—and 
he thinks he can persuade many Members from different points of view 
to support this. And above all. Sir, this was the great bait that was thrown 
at us Indian British subjects are excluded, and the.subjects of Indian 
States are excluded. What is the idea ? The Indian people are so selfish,' 
so sectarian, they have no culture, they have a narrow outlook, and the 
other side only are the trustees of the whole civilization, but the Indian 
people are so selfisli that they only look to themselves ! They wdll pass any 
Bill against foreigners and Europeans that is put before them by the 
Government. I submit. Sir, it is really doing a gross injustice to us 
nnagine that we are here not to do justice to every natiop 
in the world, that we are not to do justice to every eountiy on the face of 
the earth. Sir, we are and we shall be national. Communism or no Com¬ 
munism, bureaucracy or no bureaucracy. We shall be national ; but it is 
quite obvious that nationality of the Indian type, for I make no distinction 
whatever between Islam and Hinduism in that respect, is one which is so 
scrupnloiislj’- and sensitively just to the interests of others that you will have 
to ransack all the four corners of the earth to find a nationality which is as 

Sir, I submit that it is not dealing with 
AT p o^present these documents. I do not go into this question whether 

cented probability it was inter- 

the Home M2iPi-Tpnn’ were read out and I do not suppose 

case. Wbaf he reallv Hs to lay any emphasis upon the conspiracy 

munist cM^rhl I think the academic side of the Com- 

wlneh he wants this Bill tr> h evidence upon 

be told that is Coi “ot do for the House to 

are the Comimmi.sts in tlfis We must know also who 

'R tiL.s country and who are the British Communists. 
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No names were given to ns till my friend, the Honourable ilr. Kanga Iyer, 
let the cat out of the bag and told us that it was in response to a resolution 
of some European Chamber'of Commerce in Calcutta, and there was no 
denial from that most interested quarter, that it was a resolution of that 
Chamber that wanted Mr. Spratt to be dealt with and that it was in con¬ 
sequence, of this that this Bill was brought forward. Sir, I have heard no 
denial on that head till now. But anyhow we must laiow who are the 
professed Communists against whom tliis legislation is directed. And who 

are the other Communists 1 The Indian Com- 
^ munists are said to be quite safe. The Bill does 

not propose to - deal with them. We must know who the others are and 
what are the credentials of these persons, whose names have not been 
disclosed, to be regarded as members of the Communist Party. And what 
are the proofs by which Government proposes to show to us that these men 
have been really doing Communist propaganda. ? Simply because there are 
strikes in Bombay or in South India, are we to presume that either Mr. 
Spratt or somebody else, some unknown British Communist was sent as a 
trained Communist leader—if I remember rightly the phrase in that speech 
of Sir Victor Sassoon which naturally did not surprise me—^to India for the 
purpose of stirring up trouble ? What is the evidence that he was a ti’ained 
Communist leader and what is the evidence that he stirred up all this 
trouble ? If the GoA'ernment wanted to show that, they could have brought 
some proceedings against him under the ordinary processes of law. So far 
as Mr. Spratt was concerned, I understand that he was once acquitted and 
I do not know w'hether any proceeding under the ordinary law would share 
a better fate. It is obvious then that the evidence upon which w’e are 
asked to proceed with this Bill is really frivolous and of no value wliatever 
from any point of view. 

Then the question arises whether this Bill is really a necessary Bill, is 
properly conceived and whether the principle for which it stands is sound 
and free from danger to the community at large. I submit, Sir, I oppose 
it on very many grounds. In the first place I consider that this Bill is a 
highly repressive and despotic measure and as such ought to be_ opposed by 
everybody in thi.s House independently of any other consideration. In the 
second place I consider this Bill proceeds upon racial discrimination—I 
would say double racial distinction in favour of themselves as_ I shall show 
presently. In the third place it is wholly unnecessary ; and in the fourth 
place it is misconceived. I think these objections can be easily made good. I 
shall fir.st deal with the argument that it is wholly unnecessary. Now, 
clauses (a) and (b) of section 2 of this Bill deal with the direct and indirect 


advocacy of the overthrow 

“ by force or violence of the government established by law in British India, or the 
abolition of all forms of law or organized government, whether in British India or else¬ 
where or the assassination of public officials, or the promotion of enmity or hatred 
between different classes of His Ma.iesty’s subjects, or the destruction of property or 
unlawful interference i\-ith the ownership of property ; or (h) seehs to foment or utilise 
industrial or agrarian disputes or other disputes of a like nature iiatli the direct ob.iect 
of subverting the authority of law or organised government m British India or nith 
any object the attainment of which, etc.” 

Now most of the.se acts for which sanction of legislative authority to deal 
with them as offences is asked are all covered by the easting law as offences, 
and no attempt was made to show that- a person could not he proceeded with 
under the existing law. Sections 124A, 153A. I. P. C., the mischief and 
murder and abetment sections of the code and other cognate enactments 
apply to almost all the acts aimed at by this Bill. The assassination of public 
lilOtL.v 
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officials would be I suppose murder and there is very little difficulty about 
it, and in fact the guilty person would get an aggravated punishment under 
that charge. I submit therefore that no necessity has been made out for 
this, except by invoking the method which it proposes to adopt, the sub¬ 
stitution of a Governor's certificate instead of an ordinary trial in a court 
of law, for offences punishable under the Indian Penal Code or other enact¬ 
ments. 


Now, so far as the immigration laws, to which reference was made, are 
concerned, I am really unable to follow that subject, for this Bill does not 
purport to provide for any difficulties connected with immigration, and 
wlien Sir Victor Sassoon referred to ihe immigration laws as supporting 
this Bill I do not Icnow what he meant. I submit that immigration laws 
have nothing to do with it. If you want anything like that you have it in 
abundance. You will find 'from the wording of this Bill that it strikes 
not only at the European British subjects but it strikes at all Europeans 
and Americans, even though they are not British subjects. And it strikes 
at all non-Indian Asiatic subjects, whether they are British subjects or not. 
For instance, Malayan or Chinese British subjects, Arab or Somali British 
subjects or African British subjects, will come within the purview of this 
Bill, and all Asiatics and Africans who are not British subjects will come 
within the purview of this Bill. It is quite obvious that the object is not 
really to deal with any question of immigration, for that is amply provided 
for by Act III of 1864. In the case of foreigners section 3 of that Act 
provides : 


“ The Governor General of India in Council may, by writing, order anv foreigner 

India, or to remove himself therefrom by a particular 
+T, ° specified m the order ; and any Local Government may, by writing make 

ment*^>^ reference to any foreigner within the jurisdiction of such Govctu- 


And section 5 of that Act proceeds to .say : 

India or any part 1 hereof, it shall be lawful for the Governor GenerS nf Tnaf* 

s f “““ 

the subsequent sections shalMnvp full f * ^ whole of this Act, including 

thereof as sha 1 haveTe’en ^o ' 

from time to time, by a V.,,J- ^ Governor General of India in Council may, 

notification wliich may still be in fort-p aforesaid cancel or alter any former 

maj stiJl be in force, or may extend the period declared therein : 

or yicc-consul ; tc any Sn Clor U.pL Government ; to any consul 

BPTviee of Her Majesty.^’ ’ ■ go of fourteen years ; or to any person in the 

Aud sectiou 6 says : 

®««T^town^or if >'epo’-t himself to the Com- 

^0 appointed Magistrate Sf 

the Local ^---r Gei^rarjf tSa 
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And then the movements of foreigners are fully controlled by licenses, by 
all sorts of provisions. It is therefore idle to suggest, by merely bringing 
in “ other foreigners ”, that this Bill has anything to do with the control 
of foreigners. That is amply provided for. The real object is—in order 
to save their own racial pride they have put in other people—to remove 
from India European British subjects of the Communist or Socialist or 
Labour vai-iety who are not personae gratae with the Government or witli 
the capitalist Chambers of Commerce. Otherwise I cannot understand ''vhy 
a reference is made to other foreigners for whom a very sufficient and 
elaborate provision is made in Act III of 1864. 


Then, coming to European British subjects, I submit, Sir, that they 
are covered by the existing Regulations, which, notwithstanding all our 
efforts, still remain as a blot upon the Statute-book. I do not say much 
about tlie blot ; the Statute-book contains so many blots that a blot more or 
less does not matter, and that Regulation, I contend, is quite sufficient and 
was originally intended undoubtedly for the purpose of dealing with 
Biu-opean British subjects or other foreigners, who, for reasons of State, m-e 
obnoxious to the Government. And in order that there may be no diffi¬ 
culty whatever in that connection these Regulations have been extended 
to the original jurisdiction of the Supreme Courts of Calcutta, Madras and 
Borabav b;^ the Government of India Act III of 1858. It says that the 
provisions of these Regulations relating to the arrest, etc., of State prisoners 
shall be in force within the local limits of the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Courts of Judicature at Calcutta, Madras and Bombay. Therefore, Sir, it 
is quite obvious that European British subjects can be dealt with m the 
way in which some of my friends—one of my friends is certainly here— 
and some of mv friends who are not here were dealt with, they could ho 
dealt with if there was no attempt at racial discrimination. I submit, 
therefore, that this law is wholly unnecessary. In the first place, the 
ordinary criminal law of the land is quite sufficient and the strong arm of 
the law ought to be able to help the Government in _ 
guarding such peace and order as they have vouchsafed to the inhabit^ts 
of this eouptry, a question upon which opinion may be reserved 1 he 
Penal'Code is there, the Criminal Law Amendment Act is theie, that Ac 
of 1908 deals with unlawful associations, and therefore part of clause 
of this Bill is not necessary. All that they have got to notify is that 
it is an unlawful a.ssociation. If they declare some association is 
why then, any person who is a member of that association ^ 

it -^t is not therefore necessary to make any extra 

Now so far as European British subjects are eoncenied. if the? ^ 

s^immarv procedure, they have got the Regulations and the Act of 18o8. 
If they want control so far as foreigners are concerned, not only have i ie> 
-the ordinary law and these Regulations, but they have got m addition the 
■‘Eoreiffners Act of 1864, )iy -which their entry into the countiju tra\el and 

superfluous. 
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I have dealt with this subject at some length, because Honourable 
Members on any side of the House who may not be in agreement with some 
of our views, who may not be in agreement with my views, should not be 
stampeded into supporting this motion, merely on the ground that there is 
necessity for this motion. I say to anyone in this House who is against 
Communism, who is against any British Communists coming into this 
country, whether he agrees or not with the views which my friends on 
this side of the House or some of them may happen to entertain, that the 
existing law is wholly adequate and this Bill is unnecessary. In the second 
place, there is the question of racial discrimination. When an Indian is 
concerned, you imprison him under the State Prisoners’ Regulation and 
in the ease of a European British subject alone, you want to deal with 
him so lightly and send him away. That is certainly racial discrimination. 
No doubt the insinuating end of the w'edge was sliown. It was stated 
that Indians are excluded. But in truth, Indians are not excluded. They 
are not named in this Act, for they are fully covered b}' the existing law, 
by the Regulations and bj^ the ordinary law and the punishments are 
severe. The present powers are quite sufficient to deal with Indians, but 
these powers could not be used against European British subjects, bemuse 
questions would be asked in Parliament and various parties would kick 
up a hell of a row (Honourflble Members ; “ Unparliamentary ; with¬ 
draw, withdraw )—if it is unparliamentary, I withdraw at once—and 
therefore they should be allowed gently to go out of the country with a 
free passage.^ It is with that view and that view only, of malcing racial dis¬ 
crimination in their favour and letting their own countrymen go free this 

regards British Communists as foreigners, Government do not regard tliem 
as foreipers. They want even in the ease of their British Communist 
friends to make all possible concessions and they want to send them awav 

Tf • t^ird point, the Bill is wholly danc^erous in nrincinlp 

eLwh Je mmy timerb," if House md 

it should be aTpIiS t’o ai, 'Z If Tf "/’’I:"' 

will arise in connection with thi <5 BinQi^estions which 

very intricate ISfriiS be 

or indirectly advoialcs the overthrow bv CT a man directly 

ment, or the abolition of all forme of the Govern- 

enmity between different elasspc ” nf whether lie promotes 

industrial disputes wit^the^diipS oV f 9^ whether he foments 

certainly of a diSt natmn o^ q^-^^tions 

evidence, hnt which will reouii-p I’eqnire not only clear 

the Governor General in Council who R How is 

these questions, without hearing ^nXdv^ 

party concerned ? We know whpf giving notice to the 

General in Council is there in the^ St fGovernor 
really mean that but ha vino- reSd S ^^ot 

‘ vrho has the car ofThfooIbinTH””” 

government House or it may be. a 
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European capitalist who is strong enough to make himself felt and who 
canvasses official votes for his point of view. Therefore the Governor 
General in Council does not mean really the Governor General in Council. 
It comes to him for the first time, flagged files of papers no doubt come 
to him and various other things. Somewhere or other along the chain 
there will be some man who knows his mind, who is a strong man and who 
wants a particular person whom he considers is obnoxious .should be 
i-enlOved and he has simplj^ to insist upon it and I know in course of time 
he’ will hai^e his way. There is no doubt about it. I see the Honourable 
the Home hlember with larger experience of administration than I have 
differs from me and smiles. I am perfectly certain if he would onlj' con¬ 
sider in how many cases he brings to bear his independent judgment and 
in how many cases he merely endorses and puts his signature on the 
proposals sent up he would agree with me. Therefore, I submit that the 
Governor General in Council means nothing whatever. The biggest phrase 
is put in, as if the Governor General in Council actually deals with it. 
Secrecy and the black cap are the ordei' of the day. That is what is 
done and nothing else. I therefore submit that this is really asking us 
for a very large order. I submit also that not only is there no trial by 
a court, is there no hearing, is there no notice, but the various things which 
have to be elicited are really matters which cannot be elicited by officials. 
It must necessarily be a public open judicial inquiry. The fierce light of 
publicity is the one safeguard against any despotism, against inadvertent 
discharge of duty, against negligence. With the best will m the world I 
cannot discharge a duty properly unless I hear the other side of the case. 
I may consider myself a verj’’ just man—and I do consider myself to be a 
verv just man (Laughter)—but I do submit I cannot discharge that duty 
faithfully unless I hear the other side of the case'. And I cannot hear 
the other side unless the other side is represented in cases in whicli repre¬ 
sentation is necessary, and not only is that necessary but it should be open 
heai'ing and open investigation of the matter. Publicity is at the root of 
it and I have been told by my elders and political ancestors, who believed 
in British justice, that publicity was a great inheritance^ from the \\ est. 
But I find that this Bill goes against that ancestral tradition. 


Then yon will see ivliat an extraordinary prowsion section 7 of the 
Bill i.s, to which I would refer you. 

" No removal order shall be called in question in ‘'m3' 0 °“^ or by or Imfore any 
other authority whatsoever, and nothbig in section 491 of the Code of Criminal Proudi^c, 
1898, shall apply to any person who has been committed to custody under section C 

—“ any other authority ” pre-sumahly is intended for-the Assembly— 

L anything in good faith done or intended to be done under tins Act. 

If the Governor General in Council at least had pending before him 
the risk of a suit or other proceeding, then there would be some slight safe¬ 
guard but when the Government has been given this ™ 

St guarantee is there that the Governor General m Council can 
thing hut read the papers and sign any i'®comnieudatiou placed befoi - 

T cnU-mit therefore what mo.st Judges of the Indian Courts. Hieh C , 
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arguments or not, steadily to set his face against this most mischievous and 
obnoxious measure, which has been brought at a time when all the parties 
had met at Lucknow and had made a generous gesture to the British Gov¬ 
ernment and people. 

Then, Sir, I now deal with the last part of m 5 ’’ .subject, namely, that this 
legislation is wholly misconceived. It is not suggested that Communism is 
illegal. They have not made Communism illegal. They are allowing 
Indian Communists to propagate that doctrine. On the basis that non¬ 
violent advocacy of Communism is not illegal, we do not concede that 
Indians are not affected by this particular legislation. They will be 
proceeded against as a next step when the provisions of this Bill become 
law. If that were not so, what is the reason wliy, if a British Communi.st 
comes and does things, should he be restrained ? Wo do not "want 
British leaders here either for ordinary normal politics or abnormal politics. 
We want to be national and to lead and to be led by ourselves. But at 
the same time we are not a people who are ignorant of the laws of hospi¬ 
tality. _ We are not a people who are against learning from others. There¬ 
fore, Sir, if we oppose this Bill we oppose it on the ground that we do not 
want the British Communists to help us, but that any British subject or any 
foreigner who is entitled to come to India must be dealt with in the ordinary 
way, and if he has a theory to propose he must be allowed to propose it. 
Very much has been made of Communism. We cannot draw our informa¬ 
tion from the early history of the Russian revolution or from the early days 
of the Internationals. We must take the facts as they are at this moment 
and not deal with this question as if we were dealing with extreme doctrinaire 
views propounded in the earlier days. We know perfectly well that amongst 
Communists there are several schools and the school that is dominant is 
the Psational School of Russia, and that school holds the that the re¬ 
ligious faith of citizens should be tolerated, that private protests and capi¬ 
talism should be recognised to a certain extent, and it also recognises the 
fact that other countries should have their oivn national government. If 
there is one government in the world that has changed its mind and now 
tully recognised religious freedom, that Government is Russia. (Ironical 
cheers from Treasury Benches). There are more than a thousand churches ’ 
Which are filled with worshippers in Moscow, and I found that they also 
al ow not onty religious instruction by parents, but that in the ckse of 

fy, aUoived religious instruction to be taught 

m ,schools_ conducted by Maulvis or Christian clergy as the ease maT be. 

fhIT this Muhammadan question, and I found tliat 

tnpf^ - ^'“"i^harsky, the Minister of Education, and he himself 

ISd h f I have’stated abovrand 

I think tlL-efore”\h?t'? “ ■ if province who were in Moscow, 

are intderant Jf’ feltin'" Th" q Communists of all schools 

private property and^a certmbf I’ecognising more and more 

world is movfng from thl Tvft " of capitalism. My belief is the 
through forms of State earitahsni capitalism of the West 

position intermediate betwSf controlled capitalism, to a 

munism, -which will he eertainlv capitalism and doctrinaire com- 

stand now, hut which is certainly the right than Soviet economics 

property and of any degrS P^te 

Gommumsm in theory bnt Ath cS ^ ^ot w th the 

^^th Communism in action as it is to-day in 
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friends in Russia; Sod is not a capitalist propoS:';;a noTympaSv 

t'o fear” X Ct/SSJ 

to tear tiom any attempt to spread any doctrine. Some of the greatest 

aiithoritios in Kussia told me most definitely that they allow religion?tolera- 


+1 Iyengar : I talked with the Muhammadans there and 

toKl me that there was the greatest tolerance in respect of religion in. 
bOAuet Kussia, at least as great a tolerance as in any country in the world. 
I must take things as I have seen them. It may be that others hai'e read 
some sort of books and got their ideas only from those books about Ru-ssia. 
I submit that Russia has been tragically misunderstood. Xo doubt their old 
debts huA'e been disoivned by them. No doubt there were revolution and 
its horrors but tliere is not the slightest doubt that ignorance and want of 
facilities for traA’’el are mainl 3 ’' i-esponsible for all this tragic misunderstand- 
ing. I am glad that Mr. Moore recognised that Russia itself does not want 
Avar. X'or does it Avant ciA'il Avar. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : It does umnl civil w’^ar. 

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar .- The Honourable Member used the expres¬ 
sion ciAul Avar^ and I say it does not Avant ciAul war either. No doubt it 
Avants economic changes, but it does not AA'ant civil Avar, or wars of anj' and 
•eA^ery kind. I submit further that I also found that nationalities are 
greatly encouraged by the Russian Soviet Government. (Hear, hear.) 
Every state is given full autonomy, eAfery province is given full autonomy. 
States like Georgia are at liberty to separate themselves from the Soviet 
Union and thej’- can declare themselves to be independent this da 3 ^ That 
is the real position to-day in Russia as regards the various States that con- 
sUlute tlie Russian Soviet Union. 


Colonel J. D. Crawford (Bengal : European) : Hoav long have you 
been in Russia ? 


Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar .- I Avas long enough in Russia, at any rate 
much longer than the Honourable Member, to ImoAv more about it than he 
himself. I knoAV cross examination and I am used to it and I am not going 
to yield to his interruptions. (Applause and laughter.) Mi'. President, 
I am not going to conAUnee those Avho are blind and cannot see or those Avho 
are Avilfullj' blind and will not see anything good there. (Hear, hear and 
applause.) It is this Avilful blindness coupled with tragic misunderstanding 
as 1 call it that is responsible for wars and rumours of wars in the Avorld. 
I submit, iSir, that Russia is more for nationalities than any other countrj' 
in the Avorld. This I learnt not only from Russians themselves, not only 
from Ministers and Leaders of the SoAuet Government, but also from some 
of the Muhammadans citizens of the territories controlled by the SoAuet 
Union Avho Avere in Moscow. 

There Avas another cry that culture will be destroyed. As to this I 
must inform the House that the SoA'iet Government has been anxious to 
inA ont alphabets and insists upon each province haAung its own languages.. 
This House may not be unaAvare that the Indian National Congress has been 
for a long time'talking about linguistic provinces, but the Government would 
not listen to the Congress demands to separate the provinces on a linguistic 
basis and yet the Soviet Government which is much criticised has estab¬ 
lished linguistic and cultural proAunces. It does insist upon cultural deve- 
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lopmont suited to tlic different province.s. No doubt in' the time of tlie 
Czars autocracy and despotism existed in Russia. All that has disappeared 
t'j-day. If 3 ^ou want to see Communism in action as it exists at the pre¬ 
sent dav, 3 mu must go to Russia and .see for jmurself. The Russians have 
sot rid'of all the okl despotism and autocracy, If we want to under-stand 
Russia in the proper light, we must not read the present facts of the world ■ 
situation in the light of earlier revolutionary history nor in ihe light of 
doctrinaire and academic propaganda which was preached at one time or 
which ma^' be aired some even now. We must look at the facts as thej* 
are to-'Ja,v. !Sup])osing jmu disagree with these ideals and view.s and jmu want 
to cet rid of them, how can 3 'ou do it ? Ideas like these will .spread and 
cannot be suppressed. 1 doubt veiw much whether extreme forms of. 
Communism will ever prevail in India. Communism does not mean revolu-. 
tion in religion as some seem to think. There is no fear from Communism 
for any part of the world. If you think any doctrine is unsound and if 
you want 1c get rid of it, the best thing is to allow that doctrine to spend its 
force. I can quite understand jmur apprehension if any violence is used or 
resort to violence is advocated. So far as violence is concerned, that will 
not be coumenanced either b.y the Government or the people at large. To put 
down violence ample safeguards exist even under the present law. But 
that is not what is attempted or aimed at in the present Bill. The attempt 
in this Bill is to kidnap British or other Communists or socialists and re-' 
move them from tliis country. 


The onlj^ other argument to which I need replj^ now is the argument 
that there will be a great deal of ^^olence in this Country unless we check 
his menace. But what is the evidence that we haA’e of the proposition that 
these Communists have preached violence in India ? Have jmu got any 
evidence ? We have got none to the effect that thej- actuallj’^ preach violence 
in India. I have not seen anything of the kind. Nothing convincing has 
been quoted till now for the purpose of shoAving that the^' preach vdolence. 
What j'ou Avant is not one scrap of paper here or another there. What 
you want is a strong body of convincing CAudence Avhich will enable us to 
appreciate any case that may be put forward. I certainlj^ stand for free¬ 
dom of thought (Hear, hear) for freedom of expre.ssion of opinion, for 
freedom of propaganda, for freedom of association. This Bill strikes at 
the very root of the fundamental rights to freedom of thought, to freedom 
of expression of opinion, to freedom of propaganda, and to freedom of 
association. ^ On that very ground I stronglj’^ oppose this Bill. Whether 
we agree with this part of the Communist doctrine or that part of the 
Communist doctrine, it does not matter. It is not a matter Avith Avhieh aa'B 
need concern ourselves. I am perfectlj^ certain tliat a doctrine which is un- 
smm AAu i by its oAvn AA^eight perish. The sounder doctrine Avill persist in 
®''?lWion and even in Russia the earlier doctrines which were 
urcA-alput accord and to-day the sounder ones are 

may chan'-e .still furthm-^^T in the matter in Russia and they 

that even^with aU the perfedtly Avell demonstrated 

uient was not ship tn force at its command, the Russian GoA'ern- 

'5'agant form." They have^madT'f/ Communism in its most extra- 

upholrl that kind of doetrino ^ in Russia and failed to 

ing any theorist to nrouminH ^ danger to a body politic by alloAV- 

to propound Ins views. The only constructive suggestion 
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that would make-for we are often told that we do not make any con¬ 
structive suggestions and that "we are only making destructive criticisms- 

the only constructive suggestion that I would make to the Government is 
to encourage all sound socialism. That of course would be a corrective to 
doctrinaire Communism if Communism u'ere to be of the most violent type. 
What is M'anted in India is Slate capitalism and fully controlled capitalism 
and the ivelfare of labour and peasants. on n opinion is that the Soviet 
economics is not yet stable because it is more to the left than it should be. 
But I certainly di.sagree with the capitalist school of thought Avhich Avants 
uncontrolled priAmte capitalism as it stands at present in America or in 
England. Those are my own particular A'ieAAAs and they differ from Com¬ 
munist docti'ine, but AA^hether those a'Icaa's are acceptable to my Honour¬ 
able Ih’iends on the other side or not, I do submit that it is necessary that 
we sli'ould liA’^e at peace Avith all the Avorld. We should not have any inis- 
tmderstanding. ^ 

Then my last argument is that this Bill aims and its intention is--^it is 

the intention of the Bill as drafted that matters, the intention of the drafts¬ 
man does not matter- to promote unfriendB^ relations betAveen this 

country and foreign countries including Russia, betAveen the people of 
India and the people of other countries. Why should the people of 
India aa'Iio liaA^e no quarrel Avith the people of the other countries be asked 
to be a party to this Bill by AAdiich the foreigners may be deported, by 
Avhieh British subjects may be deported, by which Chinamen, South Afri¬ 
cans, Germans. Frenchmen and Italians may be deported ? Why should 
Ave have anything to do with these things ? I submit that Ave should not take 
any responsibility in this matter. If Ave giA'e our vote in faA’Our of this 
Bill, and if this Bill is passed, we would be simply promoting unfriendly 
relations betAveen this country and others, Avhile curiously enough to pre\’ent 
urifriendly relations some succinct provision is sought to he made by another 
measure which will he before this House later on. Therefore I submit 
that this is not a proper measure to be placed on the Statute-book and I 
slron.gly re(]uest the hlembers of thi.s House not to think that their IB es aviII 
be in danger or that their liberty will be in danger, or that their religion 
vrill he in danger, or that their zamindaris Avill be forfeited or that other 
things Avill go to ruin if this Bill is not passed. What a wonderful hohet it 
must be which holds that Tiy this Bill the British GoA'ernmeiit aauII give 
us more than the British Government ha-s given us for the last one hundrea 
and fifty years. The British GoA’-erninent has not given us this happiness 
vet ; blit it is believed that the moment this Bill is iipsed Ave shaU get i . 
I reaUy cannot undei-stand this kind of belief. It is childish, it is pre- 


Then, Sir, I only want to say one or two Avords about one ^ 

provisions of the Bill. I do not want to deal with the Bill m there 

is one ciau.se I have not dealt with which relates to the 
property. Any person who directly or indirectly advocates the desliuc 
tion of%-operty ” wiU come under this Bill, AvhateA;^er its purpo.se. Bow 
the destruction of property is perfectly laAvful and ^e|it™ate ^ 

different purposes. Property may lawfuUy he de.stroyed 
of sanitation, cleanliness and convenience, for the ®5ural 

the spread of epidemics and cattle diseases and the spread of 
pests, for town planning and improvements lu city and mi p,,efoj.e 

want destruction of property for numerous other 'wd 

Sir I really was astonished that the Honourable the Home 
wSit us to pass this Bill. It shows what danger there is m rushing through 



662 


legislA:tive assembly. 


[12th Sept. 1928. 


[Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar.] 

a Bill by saying it is very urgent. You have been told, Sir, and tlie Mem¬ 
bers of this House have been told tliat this is a very urgent measure. I ash, 
's^hat is The urgency = There is absolutel 5 ’^ no urgency -whatever. I do 
not know whether the Secretary of State has consented to this measure. 
Presumably he has. -I do not know whether the Secretary of State was 
aide lo obtain the support of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald and his Party. But 
wliat the urgency of this measure is I am unable to say. We were told 
B{;itish trade-unionism has purged itself of Communism. This Bill is not 
wanted because Communism is already purged from British trade unioni.sm. 
You really do not want it in every case, because you have your passport 
regulations to deal with eases of this kind. I know of at least one case 
which came to my personal knowledge rvhile I was in England. The man 
was or was supposed to be a Communi.st ; he handed his old passport to 
ao to Cc.-many and the passport, Avhieh AA'as a British Empire passport, wms 
cancelled. That is, he rvill not be allorved to go to other parts of the British 
Dominions. Therefore, there is ample safeguard. If they want it, the 
GoA’^ernment at home can easily preAmnt British Communists from coming 
out here. They are already doing it. That is the complaint made in the 
Press as Avell as in Parliament in England. Therefore, Sir, if really a 
measure of this description is wanted it should he taken in England and 
not here. But, as I say, I am all for freedom of conscience and, as my friend 
Lala Lajpat Rai said, we may not all of us agree Avith Communism but to 
try to suppress it will give it the force and freedom of a new religion. The 
more you seek to suppress it the more formidable it will be, for it is by 
forbidding things that you increase their attraction. It is by shutting out 
Russia, it is by trying to isolate Russia from the rest of the world, that you 
haA’-e made it more important and the Communists more important in the 
eyes of the Avorkl.. I sa 3 ', let the Avinds of HeaA'en blow on all theories, 
■wheWer Oohimunist or other. The intrinsic soundness of any theor.y will 
he the best test and the survival of the fittest is the only Avay by which you 
can judge. I am not now talking philosophy. I am talking practical 
politics and as capable administrators I am sure mj' Honourable friends 
on the otlier side are really convinced that AA'hat I say is triTe.'fhough they 
may for their own reasons haA'-e to differ from me. 


To conclude, I say that this Bill is Avholly mischieA'ous and pernicious. 
It strikes at the^ liberty of the subject and we cannot seek to deprive any 
man, be he foreigner or British subject, of the liberty which we ourselves 
prize and should liaA^e. We Avant Swaraj in onr country and we Avant to 
cultivate good relations with the rest of the Avoi’ld. We want that the men 
who come here should enjoy what we enjoy or wish to enjoy in ■ other 
countries. They may not have the right to vote and other right.s'of citi¬ 
zenship but tbej' should haA'-e all the ordinarA^ rights which are conceded 
ni all civiused societies to residents temporarily or permanently resident in 
of*^+Br natural born or naturalized citizens 

it is imnossihlA "P therefore 

I would once Tiifiv India ever to agree to sueb a proposition as this, 

any nart of mv ^PP^al to all sides of the House without agreeing with 
they^mav have to the doctrines of Communism because I know 

TvoMd i'peai tVttm to l^ave them-I 

sary measure. On the eronnd" tlf ?ground that it is an nnneces- 
are anti-rommnnists or fre ^ measure, even those who 

are frightened of Communism ought to vote against 
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this Bill. To others I would say, let us not be afraid of this bogey of Com¬ 
munism. For the other reasons to which my friend Mr. Ranga Iyer referred 
in his able and comprehensive speech—to which an unfortunate reference 
vas made to-day as an “ after-dinner speech a description which I resent 
as much as the speaker resented Lala Lajpat Rai’s remarks against Sir 
Hari Singh Gour’s speech—I .submit that this is a Bill which ought not 
to be on the Statute-book. I would appeal again and again, I would appeal 
R thousand times, to this House not to be frightened by the word “ Com¬ 
munism ” or by the word “ Red I am very very sorry that I never 
bargained for a speech of the desci’iption of Sir Hari Singh Gour’s. Wheti 
he approached me to serve on the Select Committee I said I would wholly 
oppose the Bill but that if the motion to refer it to a Select Committee was 
adopted then I should not have any objection to be on it. But I never bar¬ 
gained for tbe sort of speech be made. It looked to me as if he were supple¬ 
menting things which liad heen left out by the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber. This is not right ; and I certainly know more about this topic than 
•Sir Hari Singh Gonr can know. Notwithstanding Colonel Crawford s ver\ 
pertinent interruption I certainly know more about the matter and 
Soviet Russia than he knows about India. I therefore, Sir, request 
that thi.s Bill mav be oppo.sed by all the parties in this _ House. 
But while I am gainst this Bill, I am not against the motion Wr 
the circulation of the Bill if it is necessary to find out what 
people think about it. I think mj'self it is unnecessary, but if it is con¬ 
sidered necessary then we can try and find out whether there is really any 
evidence of the existence of this peril, whether Government is going' to be 
overthrown, whether ordered society is going to be overthrown, whether 
Hindu and Muhammadan society is going to be overthrown. These are all 
things I have myself not seen yet. I am still a Hindu. My friends are 
still Mnssalmans. I have not seen that they have been destroyed ; and 
therefore, Sir, I would urge for all these reasons that tins Bill.-a 
a Bill -which can deserve support from any quarter of this House,-whate^c^ 
maj”" he one’s opinion about Communism. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Pro- 
iqnce : Nojuinated Non-Official) : Sir, after bearing eloquent 

speech of the Honourable Member, who has just sat 
would like to hear the views of a man, who can only lay claim to a 
sense understanding. Sir, I have a certain amount of personal knowled,,e 
and a little experience of this Bolshevism or Communism. ^ 

So the details of the sources from which I have got my k^ovdedge oi the 
experience that I have gained and should like to be as bnef 
mv mind the question resolves itself into three issues. . TJie ^etiiei 

BolsTivism or Communism is an evil dangerous to society, rel gion a^ 
settle\l government ; tile second i.s, ivlietlier this evil exi.sts in the co""tiy 
to any laro-e or small extent, and the third is. whether it i.s necessary or clebu - 
nble to legislate in order to put a stop to that evil, if evil it be, or whethei 
the eSsting laws of the country are adequate enough to meet the s^tvvatiom 
ThesTare the only questions which to a layman like myself occur in the 

solution of this case. ■ „ , i 

Well Sir as regards the first issue, I believe most of the 

with the literature issued on this subject,, whether by Sortet 

on tMsSubject in favour of and against this new gigantic propaganda of 
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Bolshevism, and I need not therefore go into the details of that. But 
fortunately or unfortunately, living as I do on the extreme border of India, 
I have come across people u’ho have given me first-hand information of 
what is happening under the Bolshevist rule in Central Asia. As a matter 
of fact, a veiy wealthy merchant or rather the Treasurer of the late Emir 
of Bokhara, is a neighbour of mine and we have been living together _g.t 
Abbottabad for the last three or four months. It is not only from him 
and .the numerous messengers and friends that ho is receiving from day to 
day ?rom Central Asia, especially Bokhara, that my knowledge of the state 
of affairs in those parts is derived but I can also claim several other sources 
of knowledge on that subject. 


Sir, the evils that are now prevalent in those regions under the Bovi^ 
Government bearing the name of Bolshevism or Communism are numerous. 
This is what this friend of mine, who owned large properties not only in 
Bolikara, but in Samarkand, Tashkent and several other parts of Russian 
Turkestan, tells me. He tells me, Sir, that it was only by a small letter 
that he received one evening; which he could not believe to be genuine at 
that time, that he was told to vacate his houses and leave them for the use 
of the Soviet Government. He perliaps hesitated to comply with those sum¬ 
mary orders, and the result was that he and all his relations w^ere deported 
without any trial or inquiry. He has told me that on many occasions orders 
were cnuimunieated to people not by any regular tribunals but only through 
people wandering about in the country whom you could never believe to 
be people connected with the Government of the country in any waj^. If 
a man is unfortunately a little methodical or expects such letters'-'to be 
coming lo him in a more formal way, he at once suffers for it in a temble 
way. As^jfin..-in.st, 3 fice . of Bolshevik highhandedness, Soviet troops' 
coming to a idllage will either go to what we call ‘ ‘ Hujrahs ’ ’ or guest 
houses in villages ; and if there is no guest house in a village they will seek 
shelter under the roof of mosques. They have no great respect for places 
of worship and, if they -were to come to India, they would perhaps use 
temples and places of that sort. No excuse needs to be given by them for 
using these places of worship ! As regards property, well, I am not pre- 
parcfl to believe all that I have heard from these sources aboxrt their des¬ 


tructive ])oiicy ; but surely they want to distribute wealth more propor¬ 
tionately than might possibly suit some of our friends who are of capitalistic 
ideas. But if we approve of these ideas in Communist Russia on the plea 
of necessity and proper distribution of wealth then why should we have 
any objection to the activities of robbers and looters in the country, if they 
are committing these things simply for the sake of filling their bellies ? If 
that is the idea, we should do away with all penal laws against theft, robbery 
and all acts of these sorts. But to an ordinai’y man like myself, it looks 
as 11 Ihfishevism was only a recognised form .A robbery going on in those' 
eomitri^ I -will not touch the more delica+e question of Government, but 
oug t here was no disagreement on the point that Bolshevism or Com- 
prevails at the present day, at least in Asiatic Russia under 
I® abominable form of Government or orga- 

om I® I European Russia, where 

selves But nn Benches occasionally go and see things by them- 

iiised and no civilised everything is verv much disorga- 

a no cn ihsed nation-and I think we Indians claim to be eivilise(t- 
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can approve of the system prevailing in those countries. Well, if i cannot 
4 P.M. u®®® my feeling on this subject or communicate 

• j 4. 1 T « iviLOwleage of it in a more convinoiTifT wnv it 

d ivs in^(VnIrTA^5fCommunism, as it prevails in these 
ever beei set Sp."^ destructive kind of organisation that has 


Mr. President (addressing tlie Government Benches) : Order order 
Honourable klembers should not turn this Chamber into their office. 


Nawah Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyiim : Communism, as it prevails 
in Oentral Asia, is the most abominable thing and must be guarded against 
as quickly and effectively as ive can. Ndiv, Sir, ive take precautions against 
^plague, cliolei’a and other diseases, so no one ivill deny that it is more essen- 
^tial lo set up a barrier against this contagious disease of Bolshevism or Com- 
iQuhism. That is the first point. 


T’he second question is, to -what extent it exists inside and on the 
borders of India. I vcill not go to the seaside border but will confine my 
remarks to the land frontiers of India. I have some knowledge of them 
. from a.-quarter of a century of my official life spent there. Even as early 
as 1919, when the third Afghan War broke out, I happened to capture some 
literature which showed that even then Bolshevik propaganda was carried 
on in India. I am disclosing no secrets when I say this and I wonder why 
the Home Member did not refer to this when making out his case. As a 
niaitcr of fact, part of the trouble of 1919 was due to some such element exist¬ 
ing in the country. I know this from my personal knowledge. As re¬ 
gards my own part of the frontier or tribal territory, there is a place called 
^ ' Cliahiarkand. That is an outpost of the Bolshevist propaganda. There is 
no secret about it. Everj’-body who knows anything ♦abopt the frontier, 
knows that there is a strong outpost of Bolsheviks at Oliamarkahd. As a 
matter of fact I came in possession of a copy of a pamphlet which was prac- 
tieally.ja constitution for the provisional government of India ! _ It was 
written dn Persian. It described how the Bolshevists would enrich tliem- 
selves of the fabulous wealth which, according to them, existed in India. 
Some of my friends on the other side of the House may say that the country 
has been denuded of its wealth, but there are still stories of this fabulous 
wealth of India in circulation in Bu-ssia. The pamphlet explained hoiv the 
money was to be divided and how the programme was to he carried out. 
Now, that outpost is not far away from the settled border of India. There 
are various other centres too. I am rather sorry to say that at one time 
■c e had a Bolshevik agency at a place called Chinglai about 6 miles from 
f village I own in the independent territorj’", and only some 15 to 20 miles 
from the place vdiere I live. It began its work in right earnest and but for 
the pressure brought to bear upon it indirectly by the Local Administra¬ 
tion it would have flourished. As a mattei’ of fact it did not flourish and 
tlie .agent had to retire fast from that place. As students of geography may 
knoAV, Chamarkand has got a direct line of communication through the 
Kunar and Bashgal Talleys, right up to Badakslian and Central Asia. There 
j.s a direct communication bet-ween that outpost and the ccntial oiganisa- 
tion of the Bolsheviks at Tashkend and some other places thereabout. These 
are the visible signs of the movement coming in the direction of India. 
Anv klember of the House can verify the facts for him.self. I do not Icaow 
much about Mr. Spratt or IMr. So-ancI-So coming to India from the seaside. 
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■\Vhat I am afraid of is about thek open valleys leading straight to Central 
Asia, vliieh are not well guarded except for the vigilance of the Afghan 
Government in som*' places. Hundreds and thousands of caravans are 
coming to India through these routes, and what is there to prevent the 
jn upagandists from sending out their emissaries with these caravans 1 
1 will quote you another ease. In 1920, during the non-eo-operation days, 
a number of young men went to Russia and were at once taken in the pro¬ 
paganda college at Tashkend Some of those got tired of life there and 
came back and settled quietly in their country. They are the greatest anta¬ 
gonists of the Bolshevists nowL I know' of a man Avho W'as there for a 
couple of years but he was never informed as to where he w'ould be sent or 
how his services w'cre to be used, when he was trained. They simply told 
liim that they w'ere preparing him for w'ork in India ! This man was 
eventually distrusted. It is rather difficult to convince the Bolsheviks 
whether a man is coming there as a real seeker after the truth of Bolshevism, 
or wdiether he is the spy of the British Government. So people going there 
even in good faith are occasionally made to suffer ! This unluelij' man, 
who went there as a great believer in -Bolshevism or Socialism, with a 
broadmindedness like that exhibited by some of mj- friends opposite, was sus¬ 
pected and suffered a lot and returned very much disgusted. He is an eye¬ 
witness to the horrors of Bolshevism. Well, to my mind, Sir, there is no 
doubt that the evil exists, not only in a small foirm but in great strength 
and te a very considerable extent : and that it is an e-\dl which, as I have 
said before, we must be prepared to protect ourselves against. 


As regards the desirability or undesirability of the proposed legislation. 
•R'eli, I think that if we are convinced of the evil nature of this movement 
and if we are also convinced of the existence of it to some extent, then what 
is ihe harm of legislating against it ? The only point which struck me 
w as the one raised by my personal friend, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, in liis 
speech, that the present law was adequate to deal wdth these cases. Sir, 
I am not a la-wj'er, and I have not studied the various regulations and law’s 
on the subject, but even if they do exist, I do not see the harm of going 
into the matter and making sure whether there is anjdhing now in the 
Bill which will be more useful than the existing laws of the country on the 
siil)Ject. To mj' mind, and I am open to correction—and I am not a lawyer, 
—^the present law's deal with the i)ersons concerned in a penal way, that is, 
some penalty is fixed for the -violation of these laws or regulations. Per¬ 
haps the Government of India are not prepared to enforce penalties in 
these cases but simplj- want to get rid of these undesirables, and that may 


possibly he the object of this proposed legislation. But one thing stritck 
me very much, Avhen I w'as listening to the verj' eloquent speech of my friend 
Lala Lajpat Rai who is not in his seat now. He was against all laws of 
expulsions and internments and thinks of the sort. But these laws do exist 
in the^ country, Sir, and they exist in a very s'iolent form and I can refer 
him. inr instance, to section 36 of the Frontier Crimes Regulation, and to 
miother I^gulation according to which a resident of the country and a 
hJvn a expelled from his home within 48 hours and expelled 

' country. These laws do exist. If so, why should they 

foreigner f My friend has often said that 
exisfence of prevailing in some places may justify the 

prevailing in tlm lie tell me, please, whether the conditions 

'itog m the countiy do not justify the enakment of this law ? 
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Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Eepre.seiitative) : Can the Honourable 
Member subslantiale his remark by refetiing to any speech of Lala Lajpat 
Eai that he has ever ju,stifled the retention of the Kegiilalions in the Nortii- 
West frontier Province on the ground that the conditions in that province 
justify the same ? 

Hawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum ; I will refer the Honourable 
Sleinber to one of the speeches made by Lala Lajpat Rai—I think, on the 
occasion of the debate about the detenus of Bengal—^^vhen he supported the 
repeal of the Regulation, that there may be 3 u.stification for this and there 
may be justification for that in the North-West Frontier Province, but there 
is no justification for that law in Bengal. That was the debate I was refer¬ 
ring to. Sir, the circumstances are there, as 1 have said before. I mean 
that the circumstances are not less pressing in this case than they were in 
(ho other case. It is becoming a fashion to say that certain things arc 
justified here but not justified there. Onlj' thi,s morning when a friend of 
mine said something about the uusafety of life and property on the border, 
my blood boiled. I .said, to nij'-self, “ Look at the peace and tranquilUly 
prevailing there !” and still these people will put in all sorts of questions 
about the North-West Frontier Province. I am aware, Sir, that this is more 
or h'ss a personal matter, but still it pains me that people who are so lukc- 
■warm about safeguarding the interests, the liims and the property of their 
oivn fellow-subjects should ever he so anxious about the interests and liber- 
1ies of foreigners ! Well, Sir, as regards the foreigner, the law can only 
apply to two classes of people, either people from Central Asia, coming 
by these routes through the land borders, or people coming to India by sea 
from foreign countries such as Europe, Anierica and various other places. 
I have no sympathy with those coming to India from the seaside (Laugiiter); 
because the more they are turned back, the greater the trouble will be wbicli 
they will create for themselves and the Government, li the Government 
were to <’’0 against any international law, they will only be creating difficu - 
liS Md i£ tl,»y we to hum out »ny Labourites or other 

Britishers they will he comiuj; to losgerhcads with their oivn P'y’® 
Their Govenin'ient irero not ohle to keep the order of externmen in - 

of Mr Ilorniiiiim in force for long, and they Imd to 
that jontle»an has 

fteir homos men of that type, it ivili, I am sure, 

mV friend.s opposite are fighting now. Let Government linn tlicm Iia , 



^kcfteaisTm^oseTIt'uuU ghm to irider poivers. if 
mcnl of Indio Ac fo P"'?'' i„t. But as realm s 

the Act IS interpretea in iiiat waj t those people arc already liable 

,.e„p,„ c^ihih scut hack hy the 

to expulsion. I ,-,o not know under what law, but they are 

authorities on the iiontiei, tn see them sent back because they 

sent back in else,'at least for smuggling 'charas. which 

are really a danger fo/possiblo iiropnganda. etc So coming 

beeoming veiy cheap, ancl f hesitalion about 

Select Commiltee, to winch .he 

lioila 
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Bill is going to be referred, Avill see that this is not a superfluous law ; Ihey 
will see bow mucli of it is not already there in the existing laAvs of the 
country ; if the 3 ’' find anything extra as useful, they will recommend it for 
incorporation in the new Bill ; otherwise it will be only the Preamble to 
the Bill perhaps that will be left and notliing more. Well, some of my 
friends suggested the circulation of the Bill with a view to elicit public 
opinion on the same. I do not know what public opinion is wanted to be 
elicited on this subject. The public do not want to be disturbed by any 
Bolshevik movement. If it is explained to them by some expert lawj^ers 
that this Communism is going to bring them a share of the wealth of the 
capitalists, then they will of course vote against this Bill. It is the inter¬ 
pretation which is put upon the law which will encourage them to give 
their opinion one way or the other. It is really a question for expert, 
lawyers, like my friend the late Advocate General of Madras, to explain 
to the people whether their liberties and privileges, liberty of consciencc- 
and of faith, will or will not be affected bj’' this law. I think it was he 
or Lala Lajpat Rai, who said that the Bill is veiy badly worded and is 
of very wide application in its present form, but that defect can be 
remedied in the Select Committee and even the present laws are open to 
misuse or abuse by those who administer them. In short. Sir, all that I 
will say is that there is no harm in referring the Bill to a Select Com¬ 
mittee for consideration. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber : Indian 
Commerce) ; Sir, I am no admirer of Communism, nor am I one of those 
who think that India can benefit by the import of Communi.sm from 
Russia. I, however, confess that, in .spite of the various speeches that 
we have heard since this morning, I am not yet convinced of either the 
^cessitj'^ or the.,,justification for a Bill of the nature that is before the 
fhe pressing urgency and the pressing hurry to see 
the Bill through immediately. Sir, the principle of the Bill, as I under- 
s and it, IS to give the executive GoAmrnment powers to get rid of non- 
indian Communists from India ivifhoiit irml. I want the words “ with- 
out trial to be noted because I attach verj’' great" importance to those 


Mr. K. Ahmed : Do yon require trial ? 

'Pm-shothmdas Thakurdas : If you do not nuant trial I wish yon 
uclc ot It. bir, I understand that the Honourable tbe Home Member 

it neces.saiT to deal with importations of this 
l\irdeVS\m1 1 ^or from over tlie seas, witboni trial, 

fhat narf ■ .p? • / it to be in the inte.rests of India 

erramSJ of be available to the Gov- 

to India should ' these persons who come across 

lus I personally „,n prepared to accept 

ernmeiit of India have tlm is Ciat in a case like that the Gov- 
and it is not necessary to aX undesirable persons 

powers.. I know mv TTn^r. Legislature to give them anj”^ more 

^oore, stated that the Calcutta, Mr. Arthur 

-n HI of 1818. May feftT' f to use Regula¬ 
rs, ^oii™i'able the Home danger is as serious as portrayed bj^ 

'erument of India hesitate tn bis opening speech, why do the 
hesitate to use Regulation HI of 1818 in the ease 
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of Britishers and foreigners ivlien they used it deliberate!}', only a few 
years back, in the case of Indians in Bengal ? If it be the intention of 
the Government of India to relieve themselves of the iiower given by 
Regulation III of 1818 on the ground that it is out of date and more or 
less primitive in nature, I iiersonally am quite prepared to consider this 
Bill in the Select Committee. But, as long as the Government want to 
retain that Regulation, I feel that they want more powers from us of a 
nature most sweeping and, if I may say so, and as I hope to be able to 
prove later, of a most dangerous character bearing in mind the constitu¬ 
tion of the Government of India at presenU The question therefore, 
Sir, is, has the policy of Government that we are being asked to approve 
been put before us in full ? Does the Bill before the House indicate 
all that the GoA^ernment of India ask or Avill ask us to do 1 We are told. 


and lu}'^ Honourable friends here liaAm emphasised it, 'that this legisla- 
1 ion is not to apply to Indians. My Honourable friends on this side 
haA^e put certain questions, and 1 expected at least that AA'hen the Honour¬ 
able the Foreign Secretary got up to speak—and he is the only Member 
■ from the official Benches udio has spoken after the Honourable the Home 
lilember—I thought that be at least AAmuld have given us some indication 
of Avhat the intentions of tlie GoAmrnment of India are regarding Indians 
Avho ma}^ take to this Avork of spreading Communism in ibis country as 
Ro'ents of Communists abroad. There can be, Sii, only three alteina- 
tives as regards the Goverumpt of India’s policy in tills connection. 
Either the GoAmriiment of India haAm made up their minds to let Indians 
have this as a source of employment, considering that nnemployment at 
present is so bad ; or they propose to deal with these Lidiaus—I need 
not name them, many of my friends know them, espccudiy the Home 
Mcmbcr-nnder Regulation III of 1818 ; or, thirdly and astly, they 
intend subsequently at Delhi or elscAidiere to hring^up legislation aftci 
this House has endorsed the principles Avhich the Government of India 
.■ant tlicm to endorse by this Bill. I ask every HononraUe Membe^ 
has spoken till noAV, including my Honourable fneiia &u Abdul Qaij um, 
to seriously consider ivheiher he is prepared to commit tins House to a 
policy Avhieh, when the Government of India Avant automatically to c^- 
tend to Indians, feAV of them may like to give their assent to. Will they 
fSn lo able to’say that what they Ibongbt was sood ' 

foreigner and the Britisher is too severe foiM^he ari\ wS 

emnot be deported in any other country, RegnlaHon III of 1818 AVhich 
iSSs impiSonment Avithout trial, would, the Executive will contend, 

be the only remedy. 


Sir I belong to that class and my eonstitueney is one vdiich is most 
interested in keeping Communism and Bolshevism out of India. I am 

as I have not t e p Honoimable the Home Member makes 

have if c Avhether the Government of India haA'e till 

iti tiO u6j lUtiy -1- ^ X* o Tf -if Qii* fllOV *ll*G flfl’clld 

tTIpply^KeTulafon HI iSrto Sbody but Indians ? Or is it that 
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the Socialistic and tlie co-operative basis for the economic and the social 
structure of our society in the place of tlic capitalistic and competitiYe 
basis, Sir, I liave strong sympathy with Communism. I also take part, 
though a very humble one, in certain activities connected with the 
industrial unrest. 


It is true that even the Communists in India or perhaps outside may 
not like to class themselves with me, and I may also perhaps not like to 
class myself with them. I think it would have been much better if there 
had been someone in this Houso who called himself a Communist, in order 
that he should have been able to defend himself and his doctrine. I go 
still further. Some Communists advocate violence. But there may be 
some Communists who may not advocate violence. I therefore think that 
there ought to have been someone in this House who would accept the. 
description given in clause 2 of this Bill as applicable to himself. Sir, 
I do not believe in the advocacy of force or violence. But I feel, Sir, 
that there are people who may not like to take an oath of non-violence 
because they know that they have sometimes to deal with people who do 
not believe in non-molence, but belicA’^e only in violence. Sir, clause 2 (a). 
of this Bill penalizes the advocacy of certain doctrines which do not 
necessai’ily involve the i;se of force or violence. For instance, the pro¬ 
motion of enmity or hatred between classes is included as one of the items 
in clause 2 (u). Certainly the promotion of hatred between classes does 
not require the use of force or violence, and moreover it is a phrase which 
can be applied to anyone who protests against the exploitation by capi- 
talists*of the working classes. Those people who take part in the labour 
movement do not care to promote hatred between cln.sses. We do"5iot 
hate any class, but we certainly hate the system by which society is 
divided into classes whose interests are in conflict with each other. 
Clause 2 (b),:<?f.'-this Bill deals with certain acts which need not necessarily 
■irivblve.thc'i^^use'of, force or violence. Clause 2 (c) of this Bill penalizes 
membership of an association. I therefore think that, although I am not 
a Communist, it is not difficult for me to decide that the Bill must be 
opposed with all the force which the Members of this Assembly can 
command. It is a Bill which aims at holding certain doctrines and also 
against the expression of those doctrines. It also penalizes membership 
of an association. Well, Sir, I feel that if the Government of India 


udshes that industrial unrest in this countrj’- should not be exploited by 
Communists, thej'’ cannot do so by this Bill. It is easy to pass this Bill, 
but certainly you will not be able to get rid of the industrial unrest only 
because you pass this Bill and will be able to deport one or two English 
- people ,out. of this country. The industrial unrest is certainljn not clue to 
the presence of Communists in this coiintry. It may be possible that 
those Communists who live in this country may exploit the industrial 
unrest. I would like to know what the Government of India have clo^ne to 
see that there will not be industrial unrest in this c.ountiy. It is useless 
0 ry 0 applj remedies which rvill not remove the root cause, If you 

clas.ses in this country, to imbibe Communist 
goal will ’lo classes in this country must be sure that their 

Communist methods tiiVfi Communist doctrines or by following 

follorving th^So^ f>chievcd in this country by 

tion and argument Is evolution. and by the method of negotia- 

gument. Is the conduct of the Goverument of India and of 
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tlie emploj^ei’s ifi this country such thsf +l^ , „ 

be sure that their goal, tlieir ainhitimi m this country can 

by the method of negotiation liv tlm achieved in this country 

doctrines which are not CommimLtic ? wlf ® 

the aovommmt ."5 the eS‘ m t”* .“‘i* «■'' 

';&i'‘S‘v;r';he tx'ru's 

ago^ Sir ciemenT :'^cars 

T r twllmgly talk and negotiate. Was the Agent of the Great 

thinking of the Englishman’s monopoly, not 
u J in the supeiior services in this country but in the service of trade 
luvoimm in this country ? I hold in my hand a letter which I received 

n? is from the District Jlagistratc 

ot biiolapur, which reads ; o < ft. 


, t<’e honour to say that I regret that I eannot discuss the Sholapur Mill 

of the Bombay Textile Union. As Piesidont rou have no 
title to bo heard in Sholapur affairs.” .>uu „u. 


Sholapur is a town in India, and i,s in the Bombay Presidency, and I 
want to know why I have no title as President of the Boinhay' Textile 
Union_ to _ be heard by the District Magistrate of Sholapur. I ‘feel, Sir, 
the Jlistrict Magistrate of Sholapur is an Englishman and that is’ wliy 
he refused to discuss the question with me. Perhaps if it had been some 
Englishman, he would have been ivilling to discuss it with him. The 
District hlagistrate would have been willing to negotiate with a man of 
his own colour and belonging to his own race. I afsh^yhe-'lSovcrnment of 
India ndiether their attitude towards the Bardoli affair was .s'iich as to 
promote faith in the method of argument or in the method which the 
Times of India described as Bolsheiik. What is the attitude of the 
Govermnent of India towards labour problems ? Do they really .sliow 
that b.y argument and by discussion, workers will able to secure improve¬ 
ment. in their conditions ? I feel. Sir, that that is not my experience. In 
India, there is at present unemplojonent among the working classes. I 
am sure that the Honourable and gallant Baronet from Bombay will not 
deny that there is unemployment in this countrjL But the Government 
of India instead of passing measures to protect the working classes which 
are unemployed deny the very existence of unemployment in this country. 
I want to know. Sir, what the Government have done for the working 
classes. If a Communist tells the working classes that there is a method 
by which their distress could be remedied, by which the unemplojonent 
pro.blSm could be solved, why should he he prevented fi’om doing ,so ? 
The Government of India are aware that the working classes in this 
country suffer during sickness. What are the Government of India 
doing ? The Government of India have now issued a circular on this 
subject which may .take five years to fructify. Have not the working 
classes in this country, in big industries at least, suffered on account of 
unprovided old age ? What have the Government of India done in this 
respect 1 Wliat have the GoA'erament done to show to the working 
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classes that bj-- the method of discussion and by the method of argument 
tlie worlring classes udll be provided for during their old ago ? I there¬ 
fore feel that the conduct of the Government of India towards labour is 
not such as to produce in them a faith that the method of argument and 
the method of negotiation will succeed in this country. Moreover, if the 
working classes are to have faith in the method of argmnent and in the 
' method of negoti.ations and not in the method of force, and violence or 
of direct action, then they must feel that their conditions will be improved 
and that the goal of their ambition Avill be achieved by the former and 
not by the latter. The Avorking classes in this country are not Avilling 
to remain mere wage-slaves any longer, all through their lives and for all 
generations. They think that if the capitalist is necessarj^ for an industry, 

. the labourer and the Avage-earner is as much necessary for it. They 
therefore want to be an equal factor in the industrial .sy.stem and they 
Avant to have an equal share in the management and control of the 
industry. Is the conduct of the GoA'ernment and of the employers speh 
that the Avorking class man can feel as Ave feel in polities that at least 
one day in his life he can have industrial self-goA'ernmcht ? Is the' 
conduct of the Government and of the employers such that the working 
class man can feel that during his lifetime and before many generations 
arc over he can become a free man and an equal ]Aartner AAuth the 
capitalist in the management of the industry ? Sir, the Avorking class 
man has no hope to-day. The working classes like ourselves haA’-e also 
an ambition that they should be equal with any olher men in this countrJ^ 
The Avorking class man has a right to the possession of all the ciAuc rights 
Avhich others possess. Is the conduct of the GoA’-ernment in this country 
such that he may haAm faith that wilhin his lifetime he can secure all Ihe 
erne inghts ? If the Avorking classes in this country cannot have,4;hjs 
hope, then eerlaiuly by deporting one or tAvo Englishmen, you.-*ait 3 -tiot 
going to stop the,spread,of Communist ideas in this country/*' 

Mr. K. Aluned ; What about Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas and 
Mr. G. D. Birla ? 


Mr. N._M. Joshi : I make no difference betAveen the Euroxiean an,d 
Indian capitalists as officers of GoAnrument make a dijffcrenco betAvecu 
English trade unionists and Indian trade unionists. (Hear, hear). It 
is said that through the influence of these Bolshevists, scAmral stril^es have 
tt^cenqilaye in this country... I feel, Sir, that that is an entire misconcep¬ 
tion. The Honourable Member Mr. Moore said that the strike at Jamshed¬ 
pur was due to the influence of a Communisi,. I hapiien to knoAV the 
people Avho ave taking part in that strike. I knoAv Mr. Homi not for one 
year but for soAvral years. I can say that he is not a Communist. Wliat 
about LiUooah and the South Indian RaihA'ay strike f Sir, in both these 
strikes, there AA^as an economic issue inAmlved. Ea'cii the GoA'crnment of. 
ndia in reply questions in this House stated very clearly that both' 
lese strikes AA'ere due to industrial issues. Tliey liaAm stated in' this 
ouse AJ^ery clearly that the LiUooah disiiute AAms due to the dismissal of 
tw LiUooah. The GoA'ernment themseHes Avill admit that 

inont ^ South Indian EailAvay Avas due to the policy of retreuch- 

that it is mithorities folloAA'cd there. I therefore feel. Sir, 


at the bottom of 


Aiiai it is n-rrvTin. jvjiiuAA'ca mere, x t; 

all the strikes .mid Communists are ... ...... --- 

depovtinp; a in India. If the Government think that by 

^"g^i«l^ineii they arc going to slop the spread of strikes 
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in this country, as mj' Honourable friend. Sir Hari Singh Gour would 
have us believe, then they are very much mistaken. 

There is only one more word which I want to say in conclusion. Jly 
Honourable friend Sir Victor Sassoon said that this Bill intended among 
its other objects to save me from being killed by the Bolshevists or by 
the Communists. 

Sir Victor Sassoon ; Eliminated. 

, Mr. N. M. Joshi : Well, I will not conceal the fact that although I 
sometimes co-operate with people who are known as Communists, there are 
also occasions when I have my differences with them. We have sometimes 
friendly rivalry and competition, and sometimes the rivalry and the com¬ 
petition also become unfriendhn But, Sir, let me say that although we 
maj" have our differences, although there may he competition between these 
peojilc who call themselves Communists and those people who like myself 
are not Communists, yet we do not wish that those people who may be called 
our rivals should be deported in order that our work may be easy and 
smooth. Moreover, I do not feel mj'self tliat by deporting those people who 
g ma 3 ^ be our rivals in the trade union movement our work 

will be made easier. I know what happens in politics 
and win happen in the labour movement. AVe who take part in the 
labour movement know that the deportation of Communists will not 
make our woi'k easy. I have faith that the policj’’ and the method whichH- am 
following in the labour movement is the right one, and inj^ faith is that, 
if I continue and if others continue to cany on this movement on those 
lines and with that policy in view, we have no fear from the Communists 
even though they are left free b.v the Government. AVe wish that'these 
Communists should have the same freedom wliich we have to preach tlieir 
doctrines to the masses of this countrj" because we have no fear that the 
^Compiunist doctrines will succeed even in free competition with those 
''■db^rities" Which I hold and the policy which I follow. I therefore oppose 
vtiiis Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters (IMember for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, if I intervene in this debate it is on account of some of the 
alignments Avhich have been put forward by mj^ Honourable friend Mr. 
Joshi and in some of the earlier speeches the general tone of which was 
to insinuate that the Bill which we are discussing to-day, and coupled 
with it possibly some clauses of another Bill for which I am.^responsible, 
are evidence that Government’s policj’ towards labour is a poliej' which 
is hostile, antagonistic to labour, a policy* dictated bj’ capitalists. Now, Sir, 
I think it most important if we are to consider the Bill before us without 
prejudice that these misconceptions should be cleared away. I do not 
propose to discuss the clause.s of Ihe Trade Disputes Bill which are con- 
sidei-ed as having a repressive efiect on labour and labour’s aspirations 
because there will be a later opportunitj- to do so. I would only like to 
assure the House- that there has been the greatest misrepresentation about 
tho.se clauses, that the.v-dD‘not do what nuuy of their- supporters and man3’- 
of their opponents have thought the 3 ’’ do, that the 3 '^ are borrowed from tlie 
Enghsli lau’. a eouutiy in Avhich the right of labour to combine in order 
to obtain fair terms of emplo 5 "ment from their employers is as much re¬ 
cognised as the IMagna Charta of Avhich we heard the other da 3 ' ; and 
if we are cop 3 ing that legislation we are in no avoa* antagonistic to the 
claims of labour to indulge in legitimate combination or in legitimate 

LlOtLA E2 
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classes that b.Y the raethorl of discussion and by the method of argument 
the nmrking classes muII be provided for during their old ago ? I there¬ 
fore feel that the conduct of the Govermneiit of India towards labour is 
not such as to- produce in them a faith that the method of argument and 
the method of negotiation will succeed in this country. Moreover, if the 
working classes are to have faith in the method of argument and in the 
method of negoti.ations and not in the method of force, and violence or 
of direct action, then tliey must feel that their conditions will be improved 
and that the go.al of their ambition will be aeliieved by the former and 
not by the latter. The working classe,s in this country are not willing 
to remain mere wage-slaves any longer, all through their lives and for all 
geiierations. They think that if the capitalist is necessary for an indirstry, 
'the labourer and the \ragv3-earner is as much necessary for it. They 
therefore want to be an equal factor in the industrial system and thej- 
want to have an equal share in the management and control of the 
industry. Is the conduct of the Government and of the employers such 
that the worhing class man can feel as we feel in politics that at least 
one day in his life he can have industrial seK-governmq'nt ? Is tliV 
eondiret of the Government and of the employers such that the working 
class man can feel that during his lifetime and before many generations 
arc over he can become a free man and an equal partner with the 
capif^ist in' the management of the industry ? Sir, the working class 
man has no hope to-day. The working classes lilce oiu’selves have also 
an ambition that thej^ should be equal with any other men in this countr 5 ^ 
The working class man has a right to the pos.session of all the civic rights 
which others possess. Is the conduct of the Government in this country 
such that he may have faith that within his lifetime he can secure all the 
cmc rights ? If the working classes in this country cannot have^-thjs 
hope, then certainly hj^ deporting one or two Euglishmen, yo.ti-'are'l’iot 
going to stop the,spread, of Communist ideas in this conntrj';.-'' 

BIr. K. Alxmed : What about Sir Pnrshotamdas Thaknrdas and 
BIr. G. D. Tlirla ? 


BXr. H. BI. Joshi : I make no difference between the European an,d 
Indian capitalists as officers of Government make a difference between 
English trade unionists and Indian trade unionists. (Hear, hear). It 
is said that through the influence of these Bolshevists, several strikes have 
taken place in this cmintry.. I feel, Sir, that that is an entire misconcep¬ 
tion. The Honourable B'Icmber Mr. Moore said that the strike at Jarashed- 
pnr was dfie to tiie influence of a Communist. I happen to know the 
people who are taking part in tluat strike. I know BIr. Hoini not for one 
year but for several years. I can say that he is not a^ Communist. Wliat 
about Lillooah and the South Indian Railway strike ? Sir, in both these 
strikes,^ there was an economic issue involved. Even the Government of 
India in reply to questions in this Hou.se .stated very clearly that both’ 
mese strikes were due to industrial issues. They have stated in’ this 
onso YQvj clearly that the Lillooah dispute was due to the dismissal of 
some workmen at Lillooah. The Government them.selves ’will admit that 
iTiPTiV^^i ■ ^ South Indian Railway was duo to tire policy of retrench- 

th-vi u railway authorities followed tliere. I tlierefore feel, Sir, 

all tlm Assume that Ihese Communists arc at the bottom of 

denortiiw India. If the Government think that by 

aoporturg a few Bngb.sl.men they are going to slop the spread of .strikes 
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in this country, as my Honourable friend. Sir Hai'i Singh Grotir would 
have us believe, then they are very much mistakeh. 

There is only one more word which I want to say in conclusion. My 
Honourable friend Sir Victor Sassoon said that this Bill intended among 
its other objects to save me from being killed by the Bolshevists or by 
the Communists. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Eliminated. • •'=' 

, Mr. N. M. Joshi : Well, I will not conceal the fact that .although I 
sometimes co-operate with jieople who are knoAvn as Communists, there are 
also occasions when I have my differences with them. We have sometimes 
friendly rivalry and competition, and sometimes the rivalry and the com¬ 
petition also become unfriendly. But, Sir, let me say that although we 
may have our differences, although there may be competition between these 
people Avho call themselves Communists and those people who like myself 
are not Communists, yet we do not wish that those people Avho may be called 
our riA'als should be deported in order that our work may be easy and 
smooth. MoreoA’er, I do not feel myself that by deporting those people who 
r may be our rivals in the trade union movement our work 

Avill be made easier. I knOAv what happens in politics 
and u'ill happen in the labour movement. We Avho take iiart in the 
labour movement ImoAV that the deportation of Communists Avill not 
make our Avork easy. I liaA^e faith that the policy and the method A\diiclnXam 
folloAVing in the labour movement is the right one, and my faith is that, 
if I continue and if others continue to carry on this movement on those 
lines and AA'ith that policy in A'ieAA% Ave have no fear from the Communists 
even though they are left free by the GoA’ennnent. We Avish that‘these 
Communists should haA'e the same freedom Avhicii Ave have to preach their 
doctrines to the masses of this country because AVe have no fear that the 
Commu.nist doctrines will succeed eA'^en in free competition with those 
dodti'ihifs' which I hold and the policy AAdiich I follow. I therefore oppose 
•tiiis Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sii*, if I intervene in this debate it is on account of some of the 
arguments AA’hich liaA^e been put forAvard by m 3 ^ Honourable fi-iend Mr. 
Joshi and in some of the earlier speeches the general tone of which was 
to insinuate that the Bill AVhich we are discussing to-day, and coupled 
with it possibly some clauses of another Bill for which I am.?responsible,, 
are eAudence that GoA’ernment’s policy tOAvards labour is a policA" which 
is hostile, antagonistic to labour, a policj^ dictated capitalists. Now, Sir^ 
I think it most important if aa'g are to consider the Bill before ns AAuthout 
prejudice that these misconceptions should be cleared aAvajL I do not 
propo.s‘e to diseus.s the clauses of tlie Trade Disputes Bill AAdxich are con¬ 
sidered as haAong a repressiA^c effect on labour and labour’s aspirations 
because there will be a later opportunity to do so. I AA^ould onh’ like to 
Assure the House- that there has been the greatest misrepresentation about 
those clauses, that tlie.y do not do Avhat many of tlieii*- supporters and manj’’ 
of their opponents haA'e thought they do, that they are borrowed from the 
English law, a eountr.A’- in AA'hieh the right of labour to combine in order 
to obtain fair terms of employment from their emploj^ers is as much re¬ 
cognised as the Magna Oharta of which aa'c heard the other _daj' ; and 
if we are copying that legislation we are in no waj* antagonistic^ to the 
claims of labour to indulge in legitimate combination or in legitimate 
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strikes. We are not even aiming at sympathetic strikes, . What “we are 
aiming at is something much more insicluous and much more dangerous— 
the general strike. This Bill also is an attempt to .save labour from being 
led away by anti-social and dangerous agitators into courses which must 
in the long run be to the disadvantage of labour itself and that is my main 
point. Both this Bill and the clauses of the other Bill are intended to safe¬ 
guard both the public and labour, because if the general strike, if the sort 
of activity into which the agitators wuth w'honi this Bill deals would lead 
labour, if that fads, who will suffer by it ? Labour. Wlio will lose em- 
idoyment as a result of it ! Labour. Labour is the loser in‘all cases, 
and therefore I confidently assert—and it is no paradox—^that it is in the 
interests of labour that we are bringing forward these proposals which are 
accused of being of a reactionary character. In India the danger is greater 
than in countries where trade unionism has had generations of experience 
and where men have learnt by experience the consequences of precipitate 
action. Out here labour has to some extent to be protected against itself. 
We reaUy do desire to save the incipient labour union movement from being 
led awaj* in spite of themselves by the activities of people whose aims are 
certainly not in the interests of labour. 

Now, Sir, there is much which was said by klr. Joshi -with which 1 
agree. I do not for a moment suppose or suggest that this Bill or' the 
clauses of the Trade Disputes Bill are going to cure industrial unrest, 
I am not so foolish as that. If our policj’- consisted only of preventive 
measures it would be a policy ■which this House would justly criticise. 
The House has a right to demand a constructive policy. I agree too that 
the most fertile soil for the growth of Communism is economic discontent. 
1 entirely agree that it is our duty both to iirevent the dangers Avhich we 
think we see coming and also put forward at the same time a positive policy 
for the Improvement of the economic conditions of labour, and I would 
ask the House to believe that Government are fully alive to that aspect of 
the question. Those who have been in this House for the last five or six- 
years Avill probably, if tliey think it over, I'ealise what a great volume of 
labour legislation has been dealt Avith by this House, in which this House 
has played its part. There has been a complete revision of the Factories 
Act, the Mines Act, the Trades Union Bill, the Workmen’s Compensa¬ 
tion Bill and so on, and there are a large, number of measures, some of 
them initiated at Geneva, which are under our active consideration. If 


we cannot move as fast as Mr. Joshi and his fi’iends may like Ave may be 
open to criticism. We are open to suggestions for any means of imitroA^- 
ing our methods and speeding up our programme. But my point is this. 
Even if kir. Joshi and his friends think Ave are too sIoav, it does not mean 
that there is no necessity for preA’'entiA'e action. If he thinks our positive 
programme is inadequate or delayed, still it is quite an independent ques- 
lou AAliether the poAvers AA^hich Ave are asking the House to gUe Govem- 
powers they should haA'e or should not haA'e. In my 
In'P obtain the atmosphere and the soil suitable for a posi- 

aetivities^ policy until j^ou remove these dangerous anti-social 

quote speeches\vb?pb’ prove my case that there is danger, to 

Avere cleliA-ered in diff delivered, AAdiich man3’^ people kndAV 

I ''-"'■iTISy t Je the reUl strikee. 

published in every newsnaner b? ^ document Avhich was 

P P 1 India about the 31st of August laslt—a 
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manifesto from the headquarters of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Orga¬ 
nisation in India. It is no secret document. It is a document which 
probably everyone has seen and that doeument, mentioning both this Bill 
and the Trade Disputes Bill, went on to advocate in the most open terms 
that labour in India should indulge in a general strike. Now, Sir, that 
is exactly my point. Labour in India is being misled, being misled intb 
a policy which can only end in the defeat of labour and the injury of its 
interests ; and we are entitled to protect labour from an organisation 
whose very name smacks of the spiritual home of nhieh Sir Victor 
Sassoon spoke this morning. 


, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Is that being done by Indian agents 
or„by British or foreign Communists ? 


The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters ; I have not got the names of 
tlie executive of that organisation before me but I should be surprised 
if the Honourable Member did not find that some of the gentlemen on 
that executive come from out.side India. However, I cannot prove that 
point here. Ajiai’t from that, mj’’ answer to his question is a remark 
which he himself made. He really gave the answer to his own question 
in tlie course of his speech when lie asked why we were only dealing 
■with British and foreign Communists and not with Indian Communists. 
He went on in the very next .sentence to say, I have got it written down 
here, that Communism is eutirelj’ foreign to the spirit of this country. 
Well, if that is so, who is bringing it in, I should like to kiioiy « It is 
foreign to the spirit of the country, and the people who are leading away 
the more unsophisticated labourers and workers m luclia are tiC' 
foreign Communists. And why .’ Because insignificant as these men 
are in their own country, when they come out here they are treated as the 
real genuine article and get. double the attention paid to them m their 
own country. 


Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : The Honourable Member evidently 
tliiiiks that it cannot be done by post and by reading literature ; t la 
no Indian can take it up by reading literature and preaching it after¬ 
wards to the labourers. 


The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : It does not inteifeie v ith 
my point-at all. My first point is that the danger exists and my second 
Wit s that the dano-er is urgent ; and the reason why it is urgent is 
because the Indian trades union movement and Indian indnWal de^ 

ment is at a comparafively early stage and would 

noison creeping in, it is our duty to act now and not Mei. Vhat vouK. 
you think If a doctor who, seeing his patient-was suttermg 
inisonino- waits until the symptoms developed into those of a fatal 
disease Tlia’f is what this House or rather some Members of this House 
1 ■ • nnc -tn do What we wish to do is to act no-w because ive see 

Lie d?u”er and because we believe that this Bill will at any rate assist 
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and I do not knov' anything of tJie incidents that liappened there—he 
enjoys the entire confidence of Government here and jve trust him. 
That is all I have to say to the House except to appeal to the House to 
treat this not as a party matter. It i.s a matter in which a House of ex¬ 
perienced and intelligent men can form their own opinion as to whether 
the danger really exists or irhether it does not ; and although it is too 
much to suppose that flie labourers and working men can-realise-that 
what we propose is for their good, this House is able to take a wider 
vieiv. 

Mr. President : To-morroiv being a non-official day, this debate must 
go over to Friday. This House now stands adjourned till to-moiToiv 
morning at 11 o’clock. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 13th September, 1928. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Ihursday, 13th September, 1928. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
!RIr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Mr. President : Mr. Jayakar. 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : Question No. 518t- 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; Will the Honourable Member put 
the question at a later stage ; I do not see my Honourable colleague. 

Mr. President : The Honourable the Home Member will undei'stand 
that this House and particularly the Chair are much inconvenienced 
if Honourable Members for Government are not present in the House to 
answer questions. 

Haj Committee. 

519t -^Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the suggestions of the local Haj Committees in 
all the provinces .specially in Bombay are not followed by their Presidents, 
and specially in Bombay by the Commissioner of Police who is the President 
of the Committee there ? 

Mr. G. S, Bajpai : Government are not aware that this is so. If 
the Honourable Member knows any specific cases' and would communicate 
them to me, Government will gladly enquire into them. 

+520-"- 21^. 

Disaffection among the License Holders on Railway Stations in the 
Moradabad Division of the East Indian Railway. 

'622 -^Maulvi Mohammad Yakub : Is it a fact that there have 
recently been frequent changes of the, holders of vending licences on the 
railway stations in the Moradabad Division of the East Indian Railway, 
and if so are Government aware that there is disaffection among the licence- 
holders in consequence thereof ? 

Mr. A. A. L.'Parsons : Government are not acquainted with the 
position but will obtain the information for the Honourable Member 
from the Agent of the East Indian Railway. 

Naturalisation of Indians in the Dnited States op America. 

518. *Mr. M. B. Jayakar : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
how many cases have occurred during the last 5 j’-ears where Indians have 
been denied rights of naturalization in .America ? 

tFor question No. 518, see iifter question No. 522. 

■fFor ansvers to these questions, see at the end of the st.urrcd question list for the 
daj'. ~ 
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(&) Have Government taken any steps, or if not, do they propose to 
take any steps, to enforce the rights of Indians in this connection ? 

Sir Denys Bray : I apologise to you. Sir, and the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber. 

(.«) As far as Government are aware, about 30, fortunately a small 
proportion only of the total number. 

(&) This unhappy busine.ss has engaged the close and continuous 
attention of the Government of India and Ilis Majesty’s Government 
and His Majesty’s representatives in the United States from the out¬ 
set. Its great difficulty arises from the fact that the ruling that an 
Indian is not, and has never been, eligible for American citizenship is 
the ruling of the Supreme Court. This renders it unfortunately im¬ 
possible to do anything in the case of those who have already been 
denaturalised. As regards the much larger number who are still 
naturalised however, the position seems'mow accepted that a process 
in the Courts is required in each separate case before a certificate of 
naturalisation can be withdrawn or cancelled—a procedure which in 
the natural course and in the absence of anj”^ outside stimulus seems 
likely to check further cancellations. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : What is the total number of Indians in 
America ? 

Sir Denys Bray : I am afraid I could not give a reply. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : You have just said 30 out of a fairly 
large number. You must be in a position to tell us the total number. 

Sir Denys Bray : Some hundreds. 

[523*-. 

Introduction oe a Bill for the Institution of an All-India Account¬ 
ancy Board. 

524. *Mr. M. R. Jayakar : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state wlietlier the di-aft Bill for instituting an All-India Accountancy 
Board is now ready, and when Government expect to be able to introduce 
the same in the Legislative Assembly ? 

(6) Are Government aware that the promises made in this behalf by 
the Honourable Member in charge from time to time have created expecta¬ 
tions in the public mind, the fulfilment of which cannot be long delayed T 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; A copy of a scheme which 
has been prepared and on which Local Governments have been asked 
to furnish their views after consultation with bodies or persons in¬ 
terested in the subject has been placed in the Library. The Govern¬ 
ment of India hope that the opinions of Local Governments will be 
received in time for them to be able to introduce legislation at the next 
Delhi Session. 

Absence op the High Commissioner for India from the Peace Pact 

Ceremony in Paris. 

. 525 *Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla : Has the attention of the”^ Gov¬ 
ernment been drawn to the report published in the Indian Daily Mail, 
Bombay, on or about the 28th August 1928. sent by its London Corres¬ 
pondent with regard to the resentment felt in Indian quarters in London 
a the absence of the Indian High Commissioner as a signatory' from the 
i^ce fact ceremony in Paris ? 

'Vor question No. 523, see after question No. 550. 
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with.^the^TO^ed^vp”^r>' ^ ''vould add this. In accordance 

warn pie procediue approved by the Imperial Conference the Treatv 

S as on behS of etfh D^mt 

nion. India s constitutional position was thus safeguarded. 

But there is also the further and more imaginative ooint em- 
phapsed in the Pi'esS* unfortunately after the event. When it was 
originally assumed that it lyould be most convenient for His Majesty's 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to affix India’s signature, it was 
not Known t^t the Dominions intended to send' -their High. Com¬ 
missioners. When it became known, it was unfortunately too late to 
niter the arrangements. 


^ Mr. Gffansliyain. Das Birla : May I ask if the Government of India 
will convey to the Secretary of State that in future on such occasions 
India ought to be represented by the High Commissioner ? 

Sir Denys Bray : Question and answer will of course be put 
before the Secretary of State. 


Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Was the Government of India consulted by 
the Secretary of State regarding the question of the selection of India’s 
representative ? 

Sir Denys Bray : I am not prepared to answer that. I have gone 
rather beyond m}"- usual sphere in answering the question already. But 
I am prepared to say that I am myself very sorry that my own imagina¬ 
tion went temporarily asleep. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : How many nations have signed this treaty ? 
Is it a fact that 39 lof them have signed already ? 

Sir Denys Bray : My impression is that a great many more than 
39 have signed. 


Mr. K. Ahmed : How many ? 


Sir Denys Bray : I could not say. 


, Grant of Passage and Allowance to Members of Indian Services 

DEPUTED Overseas. 


626. *Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla : Will the Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a copy of the rules governing the grant of passage 
and allowance to members of Indian Services deputed overseas ? Is any 
distinction observed in the matter between European and non-European 
members of the same rank and status and sent on identical work ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The relevant rule 
in the case of passages is that “ a Local Government may sanction for 
anv officer deputed out of India free return passages from India to the 
country in which the officer is deputed The Honourable Member will 
see that no distinction is made between European and non-European 

officers. 


2. By the word “ allowance ” the Honourable Member presumably 
means total emoluments, including pay and allowances. Under Pund^ 
mental Rule 51, which regulates the pay of Government servants deputed 
out of India, an officer of non-Asiatic domicile is limited to two-tffirds 
of the pay which he would draw were he on duty in India, while an officer 
LU2LA ^ 
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of Indian domicile may have the two-thirds limit’relaxed, in his favour. 
Such relaxations are frequent, and full,pay has recently been allowed .in 
the majority of .cases where the deputation is for a comparatively short 
period. > .■ 

, 3. No distinction of: any .kind is made between. European and non- 

European, officers in the travelling and compensatory allowances drawn 
in. the country of deputation. 

Steamer Fares charged to Pilgrims. ■, 


527. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will' the Government be pleased to state” 
whether it is a fact that tickets are sold to the Hajis in Bombay during 
the Haj season at no fixed .fate ? If .it is:correct, db Government propose 
to stop this practice ? . ., : ^ 

Mr. G..S. Bajpai : 'The reply to the first part of the question is 
in the affirmative and to the second part in the negative. . , 

Facilities eor Hajis on board Pilgrim Ships and at Kamaran and Jeddah, 

=■ 628. '"’'Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will-the Government »be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact : . ; , 


(1) that there is no latrine-on all the decks of- Haj pilgrims ships ? 

(2) whether'this arrangement does not inconvenience the Haji^. 

daring the'-'monsoon'sea.son ? ■ ■ 

(3) whether there is any arrangement "for distributing fuel and' 

'water during the'course, of-, the journey from Bombay to 
Jeddah and back ?.- ; 

•(4j whether all. the - pilgrim. .ships cany: qualified .-surgeons,'.-'assis¬ 
tants and nurses and whether the hospital on board, tlm. 
ship is at its bo'ttom ? ' dy: 

(5) whether the doctor in charge looks after the convehi'encefand 
iioalth of the passengers on the first, second and third decks '! 


(6) whht facilities are given to the Hajis to carry their luggage 
- from the steamers toithe island of Kamaraji-w^iere the,Hajis 

are detained for ;24 hours for medical examination, arid.., 
whether any sleeping and resting aecommodation'is avail'-''- 
' able-bii that ,island during-this, transit;? 

;(7). ".^'hether there is any .British hospital at Jeddah and wh'af fs- 
• ■; [ ;■ its-personnel, 7 - ’ ' ' [ 

(8) whether .there'is any restaurant:or. stall on-, these: steamers ' 
' . ■ ■ , wherefrom, food,, fruit,., and. other • provisions .could be 

purchased .by the Hajis during the course of their voyage ? 

. R&. G. S. Bajpai : • Part (1). Latrines are in a convenient' aij^ 
accessible plaee-on the' upper deck.; In the interests of sanitation they are', 

not allowed'either on betwee'n-decks-or; in: the-hold.. ' - . . ' ' 


Part (2). Government are not aware that anj’^ inconvenience - is 
caused by this arrangement.- -. ... - - : 

. i^'i^'^iibef’s attention is in-^dted.-ta 

TnLwf rules .contained'in Appfehdix-E.. - of 'the Geheralt 

the 'Library^ a,' copy of Whielv will be found- 


m 


.■.v 
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I'egai’ds the emploj>-ment of medical officers and 
attendants to assist them the Ilonourable Member is referred To section 
201 of the Indian Merchant Slupping Act and rules 70 and 80 of- the rules 
m the Appendix quoted in my reply to part (3) of the question. 
Hospital accommodation may be provided wherever it may be convenient. 


i. medical officer is jointly responsible with the :Master 

of the ship tor the care of pilgrims on the voyage. < 

Part (6). Pilgrims who are required to land for disinfection at 
Kamaran take ashore their soiled linen and any portion of their personal 
effects or baggage which the sanitary authority may require them to. 
G'overnment have no information as to the facilities that are afforded for 
carrying such luggage but enquiries will be made. As regards accom¬ 
modation, pilgrims are ordinarity accommodated in mat huts but a limited 
amount of more substantial accommodation is available. 


Part (7). A disiiensary is maintained at Jeddah by the Government 
of India, its personnel being 1 assistant surgeon, 1 dispenser, 1 dispensary 
“boy and 1 seiwant. 

Part (8). A price list in Persian, Urdu and Gujrati of the articles 
of food offered for sale is put up for the information of pilgrims at the 
place where stores are sold. 

• - r 

i 

Public Holidays, 


529. 'IVIr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to state 
by what law the public holidays in India are governed, and on what 
basis the liolidaj^s have been distributed to suit the various needs of the 
different communities of the Indian people ? 

, - The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Public holidays are declared by 
Local Governments under section 25 of the Negotiable Instruments Act 
1881-,.. and are fixed at their discretion to suit ‘the requirements of the 
Province from all points of view. 


Location oe the Ofetce op the Superintendent of Post Offices, 

Chittagong Division. 

530. *‘'Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to state 
where the office of tlie Superintendent of Post Offices, Chittagong Divi¬ 
sion, IS located ? Has the attention of Government been drawn to the fact 
that it requires expansion ? Have Government made any estimate for the 
same ? W-as any other site near about" the vicinity of the Chittagong 
Club ouce chosen for the office of the Superintendent and his quarters ? 
If BO, why was that abandoned ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : Government has no information on the sub¬ 
ject. A copy of the Honourable Member’s question has been sent to the 
Postmaster General, Bengal and Assam. 

Eeobuitment of Staff for the Peni-Belonia and Chittagong-Nazir 
Hat Extensions of the Assam Bengal Railway. 

< 631. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to stat« 

' how mahy new recruits have been engaged by the Assam Bengal Railway 
' in connection with their Peni-Belonia extension and Chittagong-Nazir 
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Hat extension and how many of them are i^losiems ? Was any advertise- 
meur sent to the Press or anywhere else before the recruitment ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Three new recruits have been engaged for 
the Peni-Belonia and Chitlagong-Nazir Hat extensions and all of them are 
Hindus. All other staff engaged have had experience on the Assam Bengal 
Kailway. With regard to the latter portion of the question the reply is in 
the negative. 

Qualifications and Salaries op Chief Medical Officers 
ON State Eailways. 

532. *lV[r, Anwar-nl-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to state 
what are the qualifications of the Chief Medical Officers on the State- 
managed Railways and what are their salaries ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am sending the Honourable Member a state¬ 
ment giving the information desired. 

Charges against Hem Chandra Das Gupta, Establishment Clerk in the 
Office of the District Traffic Superintendent, Assam Bengal 
Railway, Chittagong. 

633. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to state 
-whether it is a fact that the establishment clerk Hem Chandra Das Gupta 
of the office of the District Traffic Superintendent, Assam-Bengal Rail¬ 
way, Chittagong, was involved in many charges, and that two Assistant 
Traffic Superintendents enquired about those charges, which were substan¬ 
tially proved ? What punishment have the authorities of the Railway in¬ 
flicted on him V 

. Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no knowledge of the facts, 
I must point out to the Honourable Member that the clerk in question is a 
servant of the Company and not of Government. 


Preventive Officers at Chittagong. 

634. Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Government he pleased to statu 
how itiauy Preyentive Officers thei’e are now at Chittagong ? How niany“ 
of them are Muslims, Indian Christians and Hindus ? Do Government pro¬ 
pose to direct the customs authorities at Chittagong to recruit at least 
45 per cenu of recruits from the people of the Muslim faith ? 

The Honorable Sir Ehnpendra Nath Mitra : There are in all 20 
0 cers m he Preventive establishment at Chittagong ; namelv, one non- 
European, 14 Anglo-Indians or domiciled Europeans, 2 Hindus 

authority has been instructed, wdien future 
thai »ir. lo give effect to the declared policy of Government 

ernmpTit community should be given undue preponderance ; hut Gov- 

^•ecruitment prescribe any definite percentage for the 

-eermtment of men from particular communities. . , 

Seryke renmred in the Postal Department by Babu A. N. Ray, 
535. .FT GIeneral, Bengal and Assam. 

lay on the table a ^atem^t^L Government be pleased to 

partment by Bahq m total service rendered in the De- 

y, puty -Postmaster General attached to the 
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Postmaster General’s Office, Bengal, and the service’rendered by him as 
clerk -n the Postmaster General’s Office, Bengal and Assam, Fei-sonal 
Assistant to the Postmaster General, Bengal and Assam, and Deputy 
ipstmaster General attached to the office of the Postmaster General, 
Bengal and Assam ? 

{!)) Did he serve anywhere outside Bengal during his long service 3 
If so, for v.hal period ? 

(c) Is it a fact that he has been all along in the Postmaster General’s 
Office, Bengal ? If so, why ? 

The Honourable Mr. A, 0. McWatters ; The information asked for by 
the Uonou’-able Member is as follows : 


(a) Total service .. .. .. about 30 years. 

As clerk in the Postmaster-General’s 

Office, Bengal and Assam .. .. about 5 years. 

As personal Assistant to the Postmaster- 

General., Bengal and Assam .. about 16 years. 

As Deputy Postmaster-General, Bengal 
and Assam .. .. ' .. about 1 year. 

(&) No. 

(o) No. He was in the Director-General’s office for nearly 5 years 
and in charge of a division for 1 year. 


Kepeesentation of Muslims in certain specified Offices. 

536. -'Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : (1) Will t,he Government be pleased ty 
state the number of Superintendents, clerks, and other non-gazetted offi¬ 
cers (Hindus, Moslems and other communities) in the office of the (a) 
Accountant General, Bengal, (b) Controller of Currency, including Paper 
Currency {cj Pay and Accounts Office, kliscellaneous CeiAral Depart¬ 
ments (d) Pay and Account Office Survey Calcutta, (e) (^ntroller of 
Military Accounts, Presidency and Assam District, and (/) Examiner of 
Government Accounts ? 

(2) If the number of Moslems is very meagre in these depar'menty 
wiU the Government be pleased to state what policy they desire to follcs 
to redress this jiijnstice to the Moslems ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The information is 
being collected and will be supplied to the Honourable Mem ei n 
course. 


Papers SET FOR the Examination for Recruitment of Clerical Staff 

^ for the Ofitoe of the Accountant General, Bengal. 

=5=Mr Anwar-ul-Azim : Will the Government be pleased to state 
537. responsible for setting examination papers for re- 

.ot le . 030 ,™ or dioolosed , 

Ti,. Honourable Sir Btependra Hath Mitra ; Enqniry is being made 
.hd a rep^rt^mTe tent to the Honourable Member m due course. 
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Ajialgamation of Gbades I AND II Cleeks in the FOtrB Offices in 

Calcoxta undee the Conteollee op Printing and Stationery. 

% 

538. "Mr. Anwar-ul-Adm : (a) Will the Govei'nment be pleased to 
state whether they have received the report as stated by the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Department of Industries and Labour in his answer 
to my starred question No. 73 (h) and (c), dated 1st February, 1928 from 
the Controller of Printing and Stationery who was investigating into the 
nature of Avork and responsibilities of the clerks of the tAvo grades I and IX 
in the four offices in Calcutta under his control ? 

If tne ansAver be in the affirmatiA'e, do GoA'crnment propose to 
amalgamate the tAA’o grades at an early date and give effect to it since its 
Te-organisation in January, 1925 ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C.- McWatters : (a) The answer is in the 
negative. 

(5) Does not arise. 

Eepeesentation of Muslims in the foue Offices in Calcutta under 
THE Controller of Printing and Stationery. 

639 "^Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the number of Superintendents, bead 
assistants (senior and junior) and assistants in the four offices at Calcutta 
under the Controller of Printing and Stationery and the number of Musal- 
mans in each grade? 

(6) Is it a fact that there is not a single Moslem Superintendent and 
head assistant in ihe aboA’^e offices ? If so, do Government propose to fill 
up future A'acancies in these grades by direct recruitment or by special 
promotion of Moslems from the Department to make up the percentage T 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : The information desired by 
the Honourable Member is being obtained and will be communicated to 
him in due course. As regards the promotion of Moslems to the grade of 
Superintendent or head assistant, the attention of the Honourable Member 
is draAAm to the reply given by the Honourable Sir Bhupeudra Nath Mitra 
on the 13th September 1927 to part (5) of Mr. Abdul Haye’s starred ques¬ 
tion No. 975 in the Legislative Assembly. 


Appointment of Hindus to Posts vacated by Muslims in certain speci¬ 
fied Offices. 


340. ' Mr. AnAvar-ul-Azim : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state Avliether it ]s a fact that Hindus were provided in the posts Ameated 
by the following Moslem clerks of the offices mentioned against their 
names : 


1. Maulvi Nazir Hosain lOiondkar, B.A., clerk grade I, 0. P 

Branch, resigned in December, 1925 ; 

2. Md. fehafi, clerk grade II, Calcutta Press, died in 1925 ; 

-^bdul ;^shid, B.A., clerk grade II, Central Forms 

Bengal ii 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


687 


4. ^lauM :Mo]imddin Ahmed, B.A., clerk grade I, Central Stationery 
Office, resigned m 1926 ; 

a. M. Bausan Ali, B.A., clerk grade I, Central Stationery 

Office, resigned in 1928 ; 


6. kiaulvi Farliad Ilnsain, B A., clerk, Controller of Purchase, re¬ 
signed ill July, 1928 ? 

(b) Do the Government propose to increase the number of Moslems in 
."the offices where the percentage of Moslems is already too small '] 


The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters ; The accepted policy of Gov- 
ci'nmerit ui tno matter of the appointment of members of minority com- 
mimilies in public offices is being observed in the offices in question. As 
this policy does not involve the filling of every post vacated by a Muslim by 
a member of the same community, Government do not consider that any 
useful purpose would be served by collecting the information asked for in 
part (a) of the question. 


Memorial submitted by the Clerks of the four Offices in 
Calcutta under the Controller op Printing and Stationery. 

541. Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Will the Government he pleased to 

state whether the memorial that was under the consideration of the Head 
--■of the Department as stated by the Honourable klemher in charge of the 
Industries and Labour in his reply to my starred question No. 72 (e), 
dated 1st February, 1928, has been submitted to tbe Government ? 

(b) If tlie answer be in affirmative, will the Government be pleased 
to state what steps have been taken to remove the grievances of the 
memorialists ? 

(c) If the answer be in the negative, will the Government be pleased 
to .state how long the Head of the Department will take to submit the 
memorial to Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

.(c) I am unable to say ; but he has been asked to exi^edite its submis¬ 
sion. 

Humber of Posts sanctioned or vacant in the four Offices in Calcutta 
UNDER the Controller op Printing and Stationery. 

642. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim ; Will the Government be pleased to state 
the number of posts sanctioned or fallen vacant in the various grades in 
1928 up to thi.s time m the four offices in Calcutta under the Controller of 
Printing and Stationery and state the number of posts filled up by Moslems ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : The information desired by 
the Honourable Member is being obtained and will be communicated to him 
in due course. 

Number of Muslims employed in the Government Test House, 

Alipore etc. 

, - 643. *Mx. Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) With reference to the reply to my 
starred question No. 70 (b), dated 1st February 1928, will the Government 
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be pleased to state the number of JIusalmans in the Government Test 
House, Alipore, out oi' 57 superior posts and 33 inferior servants ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the temporary 
clerks on fixed pay or oii time-seale of pay are entitled to the privilege of 
casual and privilege leave and whether their past services are counted if 
they are subsequently confirmed in those posts ? 

(c) If the answer be in the affirmative, why were the ten clerks who 
were appointed in the posts (of which 8 were on a fixed salary of Hs. 25 and 
2 on Rs. 30—80) sanctioned by the Department of Industries and Labour 
for the Calcutta Press, with effect from 1st October 1921 from the 
apprentices who were already in the Calcutta Press, deprived of all 
the privileges mentioned in (b) above V 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) The number of Muslim 
staff employed at the Government Test House, Alipore, on the 1st September 
1928, M'as as follows :— 

Superior Staff .. 1 

Inferior Servants .. 3 

* 

(b) Casual leave is not a recognised form of leave and is granted at 
the discretion of the head of an office. Government servants holding tern* 
])orary posts are eligible for recognised leave when there is no extra expense 
to Government. If a temporary Government servant is, without interrup¬ 
tion of duty, appointed substantively to a permanent post, his leave account 
is credited with the amount of leave which he would have earned by his 
previous duty if he had performed it while holding a permanent post sub¬ 
stantively, and is debited with the amount of recognised leave actually taken 
while holding the temporary post. 

(c) The information is being obtained and will be communicated to 
the Honourable Member in due course. 


Appointment oe Muslims as Clerks in the Branches of the Stationery 
AND Printing Department in Calcutta. 


514. Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) With reference to the reply to my 
starred question No. 72 (a), dated 1st Pebruary 1928. will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to state whether the preliminarj’’ examinations are 
conducted after notification in the local newspapers or after consulting 
the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan education, 
Bengal, to secure a sufficient number of qualified kluhammadan candi¬ 
dates V 


(b) If not, what is adopted in its stead ? 

(o) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state the number of 
* uiammadan candidates who came out successful in the preliminary 

of them have been pro¬ 
vided np till now ? 


called ^ (o) and (b). Applications are 

appointmern tl from candidates of all communities for 

Hranches;of the Stationefyrand 
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(c) Four in 1926 and 29 in 1927. Information regarding the number 
of successful Muslim candidates in 1926 and 1927, who have so far been 
provided with appointments, is being obtained and will be supplied to the 
Honourable Member separately. 

Appointment op Muslijis in the Branches of the Stationery and Print¬ 
ing Department in Calcutta. 

545. ^Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : (a.) With reference to the reply to my 
starred question No. 414 (a), dated 25tli August 1927, when the Honourable 
Member said that out of 113 vacancies only 27 were offered to Muslims 
of whom 6 did not accept, will the Government be pleased to .state whether 
these posts were again offered to other Muslims ; if not, why ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. Me Watters : It is not obligatory to offer 
posts refused by members of any community to members of the same com¬ 
munity ; but I shall ascertain if any of the six posts was offered to a 
Muslim and shall see that the Honourable Member is informed. 


Telegraphic Connection between Noakhali and Hatiya and the 

Sandwip Islands. 

' 646. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is it a fact that there is no telegraphic 
connection between Noalchali and Hatiya and the Sandwip Islands ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Megna Biver which runs between the above 
places is difficult to cross in consequence of its swift course 1 

(c) If the answers to (c) and (&) are in the affirmative, are Govern¬ 
ment aware that the inhabitants of the above Islands are put to incon¬ 
venience in regard to their communication with other parts ot the 

country ? .u + ivov 

(d) Are Government prepared to tahe necessary steps to estabush 

telegraphic connection between the places in question. 

IiTr. P, G. Rogers : («), (h) and (c). Yes. 

(d) The matter is under consideration. 

Number of Muslim and Hindu Postal Clerks and 

EMPLOYED UNDER THE PoSTJIASTERS, PeSHAWAR AND AbBOTTABAD. 

K4.7 *1V£r Au war-til-Azim : (1) Is it a fact that the Directoi General, 

«pre^ntatiSl of mmWty commonitieo and that these orders referred 
to fresh recruitment 1 

Will the Government be pleased to state the exact number of 

(41 Will the Government be pleased to state the name of the pos a 
clerte Ll^ationers recruited there between -the 1st December 1927 

and the 31st July 1928 ? 
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(5) "Will the GovernniGiit be pleased to state Avliether the minority 
community Avas given its share according to the Director General’s orders 
in the recruitment referred to in question (4) above and Avhether the third 
vacancy Avas giA^en to a member of the minority community ? 

(6) Will the Government be pleased to state Avhat arrangements they 
propose to make to give a due proportion of communal representation in the 
Postal Department to Muslims forming 95 per cent, of the poiAulation in 
the North West Frontier ProAonec ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : The facts are not quite as 
stated by the Honourable Member. The Director-General’s letter referred 
to hj’ him deals Avith the steps necessary for the preA'ention of the pre¬ 
ponderance of any one class or community in the Department in his 
charge. The instructions are confined to cases of fresh recruitment. 

Information on the other parts of the question is being collected and 
Avill be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Mr. M. S. Aney ; May 'I ask if Government is in any Avay com¬ 
mitted to the principle of reservation of posts for majority communities 
on a population basis ? - 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters ; Will the Honourable Member 
kindly repeat his question ? I did not hear.it. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Is Government in any way committed to the princi¬ 
ple of reservation of posts eA'^en for majority communities on a population 
basis as clause 6 of the question seems to suggest ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : That is a matter of opinion. 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : No, Sir. 


Restriction of the Recruitment of Clerks in the Postal Department 
TO THE Revenue Division to avhigh the Candidates permanently 

BELONG. 


648. ^Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : (1) With reference to the Director 
General’s reply to question No. 38 of the last DelJii Session, will the 
GoA'^ernment be pleased to state whether recruitment of clerks in the Postal 
Department is restricted to the Revenue Division to which the candidates 
permanentl}’" belong ? 


(2) Is it a fact Dial Amir Chand, a candidate in the Ludhiana Division, 
referred in the reply to question No. 38, was remoA^ed because- he did not 
belong to the Revenue Division in Avhich employed ? 


(3) Is it a fact that Sohan Lai, a candidate, noAV reserve elerk, 
PeshpAvar, son of lilool Chand, retired draftsman of the Archseological De¬ 
partment, and a permanent resident of Roorkee (Saharanpur), Avas taken 
in by the Postma'^ter, PeshaAvar, in the Peshawar head office ? 


(4) Will the Government be pleased to state Avhat the permanent 
residence of Mr. Mool Chand, father of Sohan Lall, is ? 

■Divkinl ^'J^l does not belong to the North West Frontier Revenue 

the cesenf propose to take action similar to that taken in 

master PeshaAvar to in question 2 above and direct the Post- 

> i^eshaAvar, not to violate orders in this behalf ?' 
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Mr. P. G. Rogers : (1) Yes, that is the poHcy ordinarily followed 

Information regarding the other parts of the question is beins collected 
and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due courS 


Membeeship op Political Associations by Goveenment Seevants. 

. A^war-ul-Azim : (1) Will the Government be pleased to 

state it the Revenue Commissioner, Noi'th-YIest Frontier Province received 
a communication, dated the 29th May 1928, from Samundar Khan Sec- 
retaiY of a Muslim Association, Peshawar Cantonment ? 

(2) Is it a fact that the said communication contained proceedings 
of a meeting of the said Association, dated the 27th May 1928 ? 

(3) Is it a fact that no Government servant can hold office of a 
political association according to the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules ? 

(4) Will the Government be pleased to ascertain and intimate ivhether- 
Kaushi Ram, a clerlv ot the Pesliawar Post Office, is Ihc Secretary of the local 
Ary a Samaj and wlielher Jewan Lall, another clerk, is associated -svith the 
local Hindu Sabha, and if so, do thej’ propose to take suitable action in the 
matter ? 

Sir Denys Bray : (1), (2) and (3). Yes, Sir. 

(4) I understand that Kanshi Ram is not the Secretary of the local 
Aiya Samaj. Jewan Lall is associated, but not closelj’-, ivith the local Hindu 
Sabha, which is a non-political body. Government do not propose to take 
any action in the matter. 


Allegations against Nand Lal Kheea, a Clerk of the Post Office,. 

Peshawar. 

550. ’'Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : (1) Is it a fact that Nand Lal Kliera, a- 
clerk of the Pe.shaAvar Post Office, Avas iuA'olved in a case of loss of an 
insured letter on account of his being- alleged to haAm written a letter 
containing information about the offender ? 

(2) Is it a fact that the said Nand Lall took leave on the plea of sick¬ 
ness and conducted the case against him in a court at MianAvali ? 

(3) Is it a fact that the said Nand Lall was convicted by the lower* 
court and then the information reached the Postmaster, PeshaAvar, Avho. 
placed him under suspension ? 

(4) Is it a fact that the said official was acquitted by the appellate 
court and the Postmaster reinstated him-in his post ? 

(5) Will the Government be pleased, to state if the partrculars of the 

case, the suspension of the official and his reinstatement, Avere reported by 
the Postmaster, PeshaAvar, to the Postmaster General, Punjab and North- 
West Frontier Circle ; and if not, Avhy not ? ' - 

(6) Was the Postmaster, Peshawar, competent to reinstate the official t 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : Government have no infor¬ 
mation. 

The Revd. J. G, Chatterjee : Will you kindly permit me. Sir, to put 
my question ? I Avas unaAmidably absent at the time my question waa 
called. 

(Mr. President signified assent.)^ 
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Eetenhon by Oepicers of the Indian Territorial Eorce op their 
Honorary Rank after Retirement, etc. 

523. ■*The Eevd. J-. C. Ohatterjee : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to give an assurance that the provisions contained in the Indian Territorial 
Bill as passed during the last Delhi Session -will be given effect to in time 
for the next training camps for the Indian Territorial Force, to he held 
in January and February 1929 ? 

(b) Will Government he pleased to state if they ivill permit oflicers 
of IhP Indian Territorial Force at present holding Honorary King’s Com¬ 
missions to retain tlieir honoraiy rank, if they decide to resign from the 
Force, eonsecpient on the application of the new rules 1 

(c) Are Government prepared to equalise, as far as possible, the 
status of officers in the Territorial Forces with that of the officers in the 
Army in India Reserve of Officers, by granting to the former privileges 
similar to those enjoyed by the latter in regard to retaining fees, travelling 
allowances, equipment, etc. ? 

(d) In view of the fact that under the provisions of the new Bill a 
retaining fee is lo be paid to the non-commissioned officers and sepoys of 
the Indian Ternlorial Forces, do Government propose to consider the de¬ 
sirability of the jiapnent of a bonus to those non-commissioned officers and 
sepoys who have completed six years or more of service in the Indian Terri¬ 
torial Forces under the old system ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

(b) Officers holding Honorary King’s Commissions will be permitted 
to retain their honorary rank if they continue to serve. Retention of rank 
after retirement is not ordinarily permitted unless an officer has had 15 
years’ service. 

(c) No, Sir. The officers of the Territorial Force and of the A uxil iary 
Force (India) on the one hand serve under conditions entirely different 
from those of officers of the Army in India Reserve of Officers on the other. 
The conditions of service of officers of the Indian Territorial Force and 
the Auxiliary Force (India) have, however, been assimilated as far as 
possible. 

(d) The Honourable Member is misinformed. The new Bill makes 
no provision for a retaining fee, and the remaining part of the question 
does not therefore arise. 


QUESTIONS NOT PUT OWING TO THE ABSENCE OF THE QUES¬ 
TIONER, WITH ANSWERS TO THE SAME. 

Refusal op the Agent to grant Card Passes to the Office-bearers op 
THE East Indian Railway Union at Morababad. 

‘“Sa/SorMoiw f 

attendmg “embers of tbe Umon 
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(c) Ws recognition of the Union in the East 

^^<?nn5 n Weekb^Gazette and to supply the Union with 

a copy of the Gazette ? 

•defect^? Government propose to take the necessary steps to remedy this 


4 - •■ (!).(«) Card or other passes are not 

granted to the office-oearers of tliis or other Unions on the East Indian 
Railway ivlio are not railway employees. 

(?>) Membei’s of Unions who are railway employees are allowed any 
leave or passes they may be entitled to by the terms of-their railway ser¬ 
vice, .but no special leave or passes are allowed. 

(c) I understand that no statement of relations of the Agent with 
this Union has been published in the East Indian Railway Weekly Gazette, 
which is purely a railwaj" publication containing working instructions. 
Eor the same reason a copy of this Gazette is not supplied either to the 
Union or to any outside bodjn 

(2) No. The action' of the Agent Avith regard to leave and passes 
is in accordance AA’ith the policy of Government. 


Deplorable Condition op the Quarters op the Indian Staff op the Oudh 

AND RoHILKHAND SECTION OF THE EaST INDIAN RAILWAY. 

621. ^Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Sidney : (a) Are Government 
aware of 

(1) the deplorable condition of the quarters of the Indian staff of 

the Oudh and Ilohilkhand Raihvay section ; 

(2) the consequent loss of property to the staff ; 

(3) the want of repairs to these quarters ; and 

(4) the repeated representations made by these employees ? 

(&) Do Government propose to take early steps to remedy this condi¬ 
tion : 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No report to this effect has been received jay 
the Railway Board, but they are sending a copy of the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s question to the Agent, East Indian Railway, in order that he may 
consider whether any action is necessary. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. -- 

Allegations against Railway Officials in connection with the 
Accident between Hayaghat and Kishunpur on the Bengal and 
North Western Railway. 

347. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) In view of the 
serious allegations made against certain railway officers in connection with 
the railway'^accident between Hayaghat and Kishunpur on the Bengal and 
North-Western Railway (vide question No. 101 and Government reply in 
the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council on the 9th March 1928), will 
Government please state if the allegations made in clauses (c), (d), (e), 
(/) and (g) are true ? " ' 
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(6) If true, wholly or partially, will Government please state if they 
have taken or propose to take action against the oifending railway officers I 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) The answer is in the negative but the 
evacuation of the wounded might have been done more efficiently. ' 

{If) The Honourable Member is referred to the answer given to part 
(d) of question No. 168 asked by Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh in this Assembly 
on the 4th September 1928. Government do not propose to take any 
other action. 

Abolition op the Export Duty on Raw Hides. 

348. Mr. Muhammad Raflque : Will the Government be pleased to 
supply information on the following points : _ 

(a) If rejilies in connection Avith the proposed abolition of the duty 
on the export of raw hides, to which reference ivas made by the 
Honourable Member (Commerce) in his speech at the last 
Session while speaking on the export duty, have been reeeiA''ed 
from the Governments of Bengal and the Punjab ? 

(li) Have Government appointed an ad-hoc Committee to consider 
this question ? If so, who are the members 1 

(c) If the Committee is not appointed, when do the Government . 

propose to appoint the Committee ? 

(d) Do Government propose to give effect to the recommenda¬ 

tions of the Committee in the next year’s Budget ? 

(e) Will the Goi’-ernment lay on the table copies of the letters 
. received from the ProA'incial GoA-ernments in this connection ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) and (c). Copies of the 
replies received Avill be placed in the Library, 

(^)> (^) The position of GoA^ernment Avill be explained Avhen 

the Honourable IMember moves his Resolution on the subject, on the 18th. 
instant. ' ' • . ’ ■ 


Grievances oe the Clerks and Poddars of the Calcutta Currency 

Office. ' • 


349. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; (o) Has the attention of the GoAmrnment 
been draAvn to the grievances of the Calcutta currency clerks and poddai’S 
pjblished in the Eitabadi of the 29th June 1928 and 3rd August 1928, 
the Forward of the 24th May 1928, 21st July 1928 and'27th July 1928; and' 
the Amnia Bazar Tairilta of the 17th July 1928 and 1st August 1928 ? 

(b) Have Government made any enquiry into the various grievances- 
referred to therein 1 - ^ , 


«I "f J? “> ft® 

aiBl. „ SoBcrnment del?* and 



tjnstaered questions and answers. 


696 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) and (&). Yes. 

(c) and (d). The grievances relate to the following matters ; 

(f) ^reco'V’ery of leave allowances paid some years ago ,• 

(■ii) reduction of establishment ; and 

(in) an incident in the Coin Section of the Currency Office. 

^ regards («), Government have decided to waive recovery from the 
individuals to w'hom excess pajunents were made. With regard to 
(ii), the position is that, as work had fallen oif in certain directions, the 
sanctioned staff had to be redistributed. The position regarding (in) is 
explained in the letter from the Controller of the Currency to the Labour 
Intelligence Officer, Bengal, dated the 15th August 1928, a copy of which 
I will give to the Honourable Member. Things have quietened down and 
work is proceeding smoothly as usual. 


STATEMENT OP BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Leader of the House) : Sir, with your 
permission, I should like to make a statement of the probable course of 
business during the next week. Much depends on the progress made to¬ 
morrow with the debate on the Public Safety BiU. On yesterday’s list, 
seven Bills were placed below the Public Safety Bill and these Bills have 
already been placed on to-morrow’s list. Any business on to-morrow’s 
list w'hich is not completed on that day will be taken up on Monday, and 
if not completed will be taken on Wednesday of next week. In addition 
to these Bills it is hoped to make progress with the Trade Disputes Bill, 
on which a motion will be made for the appointment of a Select Com¬ 
mittee, with the Dangerous Drugs Bill, on which a motion will be made for 
circulation, and on the Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Bill, on 
which a motion will also be made for circulation. It is also expected to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Patents and Designs Act. The Insurance 
Bill, as reported by the Select Committee, will be ready for the considera¬ 
tion motion, which will probably be moved on Wednesday, the 19th. 

In addition, supplementary estimates will be put down for Wednes¬ 
day, the 19th, and notice has also been given for the election of a fresh 
panel from whom members wiU be nominated to serve on the Standing 
Committee to advise on the subjects dealt with in the Department of Com¬ 
merce. A motipn for that purpose will be put down for Wednesday, the 
19th. There is" a further motion to appoint a Committee to review the 
separation of railway finance. 


THE BESERVATION OF THE COASTAL TRAFFIC OP INDIA BILL. 

Mr. President : The House will now proceed to the legislative busi¬ 
ness. The first business is the motion that Mr. Sarabhai Nemehand Haji’s 
Bill to reserve the coastal traffic of India to Indian vessels be referred to 
a Select Committee. I am grateful to the European Group in this House 
for giving me notice that they propose, at the last stage when the Bill is 
about to be passed and when the final motion is made, to raise a point of 
order that this Bill is ultra vires of this Legislature. 

I,1J2LA 
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Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji (Bombay Central Division : Non- 
JInhammaclan Rural) ; Sir, I beg to move that the Bill to reserve the 
Coastal Traffic of India to Indian vessels be referred to a Select Commit¬ 
tee consisting of Pandit Motilal Nehru, Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta, Mr. E. K. 
Shanmukham Chetty, Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra, Maulvi Muhammad 
Shafee, U. Tok Kyi, Lala Lajpat Rai, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, 
ilr. G-hanshyam Das Biiia, Mr. IC. C. Neogy, Mr. M. S. Aney, Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Nawab Sir 
Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, Sir James 
Simpson, and the Mover, with instructions to report on or before the 10th 
February, 1929, and that the number of members whose presence shall 
be necessar 3 r to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall bo six. 


Sir, in moving this motion, I speak, and I hope not without justifi¬ 
cation, with the fullest confidence that this motion will be passed by this 
House. What is this motion ? It is the logical and ineMtable step which 
follows from the motion which this House passed last Session at Delhi 
when it allowed the Bill to go forward for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon. It is no doubt true that the Government could say at 
this stage that though they received opinions, yet they did not want to 
examine them at all. I hope the Government will not adopt that course. 

_.,Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : What are 
the reasons for that attitude of Government ? 


Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji ; You will presentlj^ know the reasons 
when the Honourable the Commerce Member spealis on the subject. The 
other,course open to us is to go forward with the motion that I have placed 
before the House and to take the Bill on to the Select Committee, where all 
these opinions that we have received—over 100 in number—would be 
sifted, examined and analj'^sed in order* that the Bill may be perfected. 
This, Sir, is a motion which I do not see how it would become any one in 
this House to oppose, especially after fact tliat in the Delhi Session we 
invited the opinions of public associations and. organisations and of the 
different Local Governments on the matter. How is it possible for Govern¬ 
ment now to say that this motion should not he made ? The Honourable 
Sir Georp Rainy said in the Delhi Session that the Government hoped that 
the Local Governments would examine this Bill from the point of view of 
Having invited the Local Governments to put before 
the Central Government and before the public their views on the reserv¬ 
ation of coastul traffic, how is it possible. I ask, for Government to oppose 
tins motion for the reference of the Bill to a Select Committee i » 


Sir, so far as the question of coastal reservation is concerned, it has 
been one winch has been before the House and the country at large for a 
number of yeps, particularly since the formation of the new 
e,,jhlatures. It was in the very finst Assembly. Sir, that Sir P S 

u^nSeki^B^nT’ "1''' ^ strength to the 

aS'^ose Sen? the period that he was a Member in this House 

T tnP« ® ^ interest m this matter of an Indian Mercantile Marine— 

ffiafa SmnX S -’-owledge with thanks-moved a ResolSL 
sider the various mean^ L ^ Government of India to con- 

developed. Amono- the term^^S Indian mercantile marine could be 

reservation. This CommS+V? reference was this question of coastal 

the Hawse, was not one ‘^elected ^ ^^ke to draw the attention of 

one .elected by ns, but it was a Committee nominated by 
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Govei-nment themselves.^ It was^a Committee on viiich I certainly admit 
tnat the Government tried to m'ake as fair nominations as they possibly 
could. Sir, it appears that they are now sorry that the nomination 

of m^bers on that Committee was, unlike the other Committees, a fair 
one, because, Sir, the treatment they have meted out to this Committee 
and its report is— I would not use a stronger word—scandalous. The 
jiersonnel of this Committee was one of the best that the Government could 
secure. It was presided over by Captain (now Sir) Edward Headlam, 
Director of the Royal Indian Maidne, and an expert on the subject of 
mercantile marine. Sir John Byles was specially called for from London 
in his capacity as a naval architect and special nautical adviser to the 
India Office. The British vested interests in the world of shipping were 
very skilfully represented on that Committee by Sir Arthur Froom. So 
far as Indian interests were concerned, I gladly acknowledge that the very 
best men from our public and commercial life were taken. "We had 
Mr. (now Sir) Lalubhai Samaldas, Mr. Jadu Nath Roy to represent com¬ 
mercial interests, and last but not the least Diwan Bahadur T. Ranga- 
chariar, to represent the Central Legislature. So splendid being the com¬ 
position of this Committee and as I will presently show so fair being their 
report, did it become the Government of India to take months and months 
before they examined the decisions and challenged the recommendations 
of this Committee ? So far as I remember, Sir, not even an ordinary 
“ thanlc you ” was imuchsafed to this Committee. Why is it so ? What 
was the crime, what was the offence committed by this Committee ? The 
crime was that they recommended the reservation of the coastal traffic of 
India for Indian vessels, in order that the Indian mercantile marine might 
be developed. That much, Sir, with regard to the composition of the Com¬ 
mittee and the mean treatment which has been meted out to the report of 
the Committee by the Government of India. Sir, as I said before, the 
personnel of the Committee was one which inspired confidence and, so far 
as British interests are concerned, they were very well represented hy'Sir 
Arthur Proom. 

Mr. President ; The Honourable Member must not repeat himself. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : No, Sir, except where I think it leads 
to emphasis. The personnel of this Committee was very satisfactory. 
The work of this Committee also was very satisfactory. This Committee 
examined a large niunber of witnesses and in all the Indian ports they 
toured they had the benefit of a strong body of expert advice of Captain 
Sir Edward Headlam, Sir John Byles and the commercial opinion of 
Indians and Europeans as represented by the other members. This being 
so, I feel, Sir, that the attempts that have been made in this House parti¬ 
cularly to belittle the achievement of this Committee deserve and call for 
very strong protest. It has been said in this House by no less a Member 
than the late Commerce Member of the Government of India that this Com¬ 
mittee did not examine the economic effects of their recommendations as 
reo-ards reservation of the coastal traffic for Indian vessels. Just think 
of It, Sir. A Committee with three business men and even Sir John Byles 
is a bit of a business man, as I happen to Icnow him, these three business men, 
it is said, did not know their business. The scores of Indian associations 
that put their views before this Committee did not know their business. 
The Indian commercial Chambers did not know their business. They did 
not know what they wanted when they came and told the Committee that 
they wanted eoasta'l reservation for their benefit. The shippers of India 
L112LA 
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[Mr. Sarabh.ai Nemcliand Haji.] 

did not know what they wanted when they told the Committee that 
re.servation was the onlj^ method by which any genuine attempt to develop 
the mercantile marine could be made. The representatives of Indian 
States and the representatives of consumers, all these have asked for 
coastal reservation: How does it behove the Government of India to say 
that the country has not been brought in touch with the economic ques¬ 
tions involved in the problem of coastal reservation ? It seems to me, Sir, 
that this economic question or rather the argument that the economic 
question was not properlj^ examined b 3 >' the Committee is merely bi’ought 
in by the Government to justify the inexcusable delay they made in giving 
expression to their own opinion on the coastal reservation principle as 
recommended bj' the Committee. The Committee reported in 1924 and 
the countiy was not made aware of the opinions of the Goverament of 
India on those recommendations until 1926. I do not believe that two 
years and more are required to study the recommendations of the Com¬ 
mittee. The House is aware that, when it suits the Government, thej'' 
expedite the enactment of legislation based on recommendations of' Com¬ 
mittees. As regards the recommendations of a number of Committees, 
the Government have expedited their legislation. But here of course the 
Committee had recommended a principle which is essentially in the inter¬ 
ests of Indian shipping ; and because the Government of India stand 
there in their strong array to buttress British interests they sit tight on 
this report as long as the.y can. Then they came out with their arguments 
whose faUaeies I will presentlj'-show. 


Sir, the present motion affioz'ds an opportunity for all parties in this . 
House to express a definite opinion on this subject. It has-been said 
in the course of the manj’^ opinions that have been received on'the Bill 
that there are associations and people who are in favour of the object 
• of the Bin, but they do not seem to agree with the methods recommended 
by the Bill. But, Sir, these gentlemen have stopped short at that. If 
they had been really serious, if they had the interests of India at heart- 
they would have said, “ Do not follow the coastal reservation method : 


follow some other method which we suggest ’ ’. They could have elaborated 
their points. What have they done so far ? They have only said that 
this thing will not do and they have nothing better to suggest. That is 
what I find from the recorded opinions of those who have very equivocally 
supported the objects of the Bill for developing the Indian mercantile 
marine but opposed the methods recommended by the Bill. After all. 
Sir, the Bill seeks, and I think rightly, to try and develop Indian shipping 
in a manner by which the economic interests of the whole country will 
be served. {An Honourable Member : “ Question ? ”) The question 
always emanates from people who are here to conserve foreign interests, 
who are here to conserve, or as our learned leader, Lala Lajpat Rai| 

exploit and to get the best out of the economic 
life-blood of this country, to fatten and grow rich at our cost, and when 
we make a most modest demand, to come out here and stand here like 
stmks in the mud which would not allow any progress to be made. Sir, 

Bomf sov Th particularly with regard to those who pretend 
T ^^Ifare and yet are intent upon 

do^^yftnesTw^v it will not 

to develop Indian shinniuo- approve of the desire often expressed , 

P inman shippmg but you regret you cannot approve of this 
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measure. 


India is L country, the %vhole of Indian 

inma IS supporting the principle underlying the BiU and it is this 

the opposed tooth and nail by 

S?om tW ! country and by the Government behind 

o-lritl entrenched. This motion provides an opportunity for 
those gentlemen who want to vindicate their faith and their honesty in 
tins matter to do so by supporting the motion, because as I said before, 
what does this motion seek ? Merely to sift, to analyse and examine and 
thereby to improve where necessary the Bill before us. It will not do 
tor any one to oppose this motion and say that he very much appreciates 
and IS looking forward to the day when India will have a mercantile 
marine worthj^ of her greatness in the past. No, Sir. We do not anj’- 
longer want any platitudes and praises regarding our past. We have 
had plent 3 ’’ of it before. Sir, that reminds me of a learned man who 
once said that when Englishmen or rather Britishers in Dominions and 
in Colonies hark back to the ancient days of glory of the Dominion and 
of the colonj’-, aU that they intend is that the nationals of that Colony or 
Dominion should continue to look back to the past while the admiring 
gentlemen are very busy filling their pockets in the present. We do not 
want any such tactics being continued to be adopted in this country. 
Let us have it franklj' stated here that they are opposed to the whole 
. idea of the development of an Indian mercantile marine. Let them say 
that Britain serves India so well, that British ships serve India so well, 
that they do not think it in the economic interests of India to attempt 
to develop an Indian mercantile marine. If they say so, then we know 
where they stand and where we stand. But if they propose to say 
nice things about us and also express very fine hopes with regard to our 
future, I-think it is up to them, in order to show their honesty of purpose, 
that they should allow this motion to go through and take, whatever steps 
■ they propose to, at the consideration stage of the Bill. Sir, it is because 
we on this side of the House have nothing to fear from the very thorough 
.examination to which the Bill will be subjected in the Select Committee 
that I have made this motion. Am I to understand that the critics of 
the Bill feel that thej'- are so weak, that their cause is weak that thej’^ are 
afraid of the analysis of facts and arguments that will take place in the 
Select Committee ? Is it because in your heart of hearts you know that 
3 ’ou have no case that you are afraid to come forward and to support 
this motion ? If it is not I fail to see any proper ground, particularly 
after this House has invited the opinions of the whole of the Indian public 
•and the opinions of the European public, after having got the opinions 
■from so many Governments, so many associations and .so raanj’- indirtduals 
on this Bill, ^or the House to say that we do not want to look at these 
opinions? because. Sir, as we all know, those opinions can only be seriously 
considered in the calm atmosphere of the Select Committee. But, Sir, 
this is an issue on which the opponents of the Bill might prefer to show 
their strength, to show the great strength that they are given by the 
Government of India, at some of the later stages of the Bill. For example, 
I find that in the organ of British capitalistic interests entrenched in 
this country, the Capital of Calcutta, the writer who is well known under 
the name of ‘ ‘ Ditcher ’ ’ sa.ys...... 


Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowners’ -Association 
merce) : Who is “ Ditcher ” ? 


Indian Com- 
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Mr. Sarabhai Nemcharid Haji : I do not know but I am' surprised 
that Sir Victor Sassoon does not know who the writer in the Capital is., 
who writes under the name of “ Ditcher 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Who is he ? 

Sir. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji ; I do not know who he is, but 
“ Ditcher ” is his nom de plume. 

Sir, this is what “ Ditcher ” writes in the Capital : 

“ Mr. Haji leturn^ to the charge this week, as confident as ever, that his e.ssay 
in legislation is equitable, businesslike and advantageous in the economic interests 
of this country. The brutal truth is that on such an issue argument is subordinate 
to poiver. The Legislative Assembly may pass Mr. Haji’s Bill, but it is highly im- 
piobab'e that it will reach the Statute-book unless and until India attains Dominion 
.statn.s, ’ ’ 


This outspoken and flagrant confession gives us a thorough idea of the 
mentality of the gentlemen opposite who oppose even the very modest 
motion that I have made upon the very mode.st measure to develop the 
participation of Indian owned ships in the coastal trade. But it is no 
doubt possible for the Honourable the Commerce Member to show 
himself a “ Ditcher ” in Simla. It is possible‘for him to repeat—I hope 
he will not—that argument is subordinate to power, but if he does so, if 
he, in the interests of the British commercial community in this country, 
tries to oppose this motion on the ground that sacred rights of property 
are threatened, that he owes a duty to the people that have put so much 
capital in this country, I ask him, does he not owe an equal duty, and 
even a greater one, to the people of this eountrj^ ? Is he here to safeguard 
their interests or to develop ours ? Sir, I do not Icnow what attitude 
the Honourable the Commerce Member is going to adopt in regard to 
this motion, hut, Sir, if he becomes a rank partisan, and if he also makes 
out that argument is subordinate to power, I should like him to remember 
that when, power is misused, and misused unendingly, as it has been 
for the last several years, Avith regard to shipping, even the proverbial 
worm will turn, and the country qvill doubtless rise against such an 
attitude of the Government of India. 


Some of the principal issues in connection with the Bill, I will take 
your leai'e now to examine, before I put the motiou standing in my name. 
So far as the general question of the development of an Indian mercantile 
marine is concerned, we have the opinion of Sir Cliarles Innes that : 

y we recogjiise that it is perfectly legitimate, perfectly natural, that the people of 
India should desire to have a mercantile marine of their omi.” 

This being so, I do not see how it is possible for any one to shut the door 
against an examination of one of the measures by which this perfectly 
egitimate, this perfectly natni’al, desire may be met in due course, 
e 01 e proceed any further. Sir, I would draiv the attention of the 
ouse to one of the points which at one time tvas made as regards the 
coiupe enee of this House to embark upon a legislative measure of this 

possible for the Legislative 
elauses'of'^+bp^Rn’+^f^Tvr character because it contravenes the relative 
SlHo Jonlir Si? that argument 

Benches are eonoPi-nlfl^Th ^ say that, so far as the Government 
any weight to it heeanse +h^' V' properly not attached 

that whS ay though it is not so well Lown outside, 

this very Bill in the last Ass^bly”^^ three years ago sought to introduce 
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Mr. President : The point of order will be raised at the proper 
time by the European group in this House and it is not necessary for the 
Honourable Member to go into that question-at all at this stage. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Sir, the reason why 1 allude to this 
point is this, that in m 3 ’^ opinion it is not ojien to any iMember of this 
House or to anj'’ people outside the House to challenge the competence of 
this House. 


Mr. President' : Order, order. I have already informed the 
Honourable Member and the House that I will give the fullest opportunitj’’ ■ 
'to them to discuss this point when it will be formally raised, and I would 
again ask the Honourable Member not to refer to it at this stage. 

Mr. SaJabhai Nemchand Haji : Very well, Sir. If the opinion 
of the Law Officers of the Crown as available to us is to be challenged I 
will give my reply on the appropriate occasion. 

I will leave that point now, Sir, and I will proceed to the point that 
this Bill is confiscatoiy in character, that this Bill seeks the expropriation 
of existing interests and the spoliation—I suppose they would say—of then- 
property. Sir, this question of confiscation and expropriation in this 
connection has a very interesting history. This question of coastal 
reservation, as I said before, has been before the House and the country 
for the last six years in a certain definite form and no one raised this 
question of confiscation or expropriation either here or in the country or 
in the evidence before the Mercantile Marine Committee itself. The 
Mercantile Marine Committee itself did not raise this issue. The 
Honourable Sir Arthur Froom who, as I said before, was on this Com¬ 
mittee on behalf of British interests did not raise this issue, bir, this 
false issue was raised in this House, I am sorry to say, by the late 
Commerce Member of the Government of India when he took advantage 
of the absence from this House of a large majority of the electee! Members 
on a constitutional issue and launched against the recomniendations ob 
the Mercantile Marine Committee an attack which was as baseless as i 
was unworthy of a Member of Government. Sir, with regaid to that 
speech you will doubtless re-call the circumstances. The motion mo^ed 
by Sir Sivaswamv Aiyer was that tlie recommeudations of the Mercantile 
Marine Committee be .•.eeeptecl Tou, Sir. moved ' ■<“‘f' “f»" | , 
Sivaswamy Aiyer was full of controversial points. At that tune '511 

put“aTthr?nfof'X"dS^^^ Hm?se ; but taking advantage 

nndigniSed attack f ‘bfeoiM euS'snel, 

retme'oMtirvvas to talk big about tbie .n-inciple 
of property and expropriation. ... -r „iionld 

.. ® th if ik«t w„rd. 

“ BxpropStion ’ ’ lias been de|nedhlf propeity T pSprfetmT 
arris'^ ” Property, according to the 
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New Oxford Dictionarj'^—and I am sure there is no more competent 
authority with regard to the English language ; I hope the Commerce 
Member will also accept that definition of proiierty which I am going 
to give now—“property”, Sir, is defined as “the condition of being 
owned or belonging to some person or persons, hence the, owning of a 
thing, the holding of something as one’s own ; the right, specially the 
exculsive right, to the possession, use or disposal of anything, usually of 
a tangible material ; ownership ; proiirietorship {An Honourable ‘ 
Member of the European Group ■■ “ 'What about good will • ”). Sir, 

I have laid all my cards on the table. I have given you the full definitions 
of these words. I do not, like some of my Honourable friends, indulge in 
a half truth here and a half truth there. Good will in connection with 
British shipping in India is nothing but the crippling of Indian interests. 
Good will ! Sir, when during the last few decades of their monopoly ' 
of the coastal trade of this country thej' did not entertain a single Indian 
exen as an apprentice upon their steamers. Good will ! indeed. Sir. when 
these British companies agreed only under pressui-e to take a few 
apprentices as occasion arose. Good will ! with regard to a shipping 
company whose representative said before the East Indian section of the 
London Chamber of Commerce that so far as the appointment of Indians 
on ships is concerned, so far as the employment of “ Dufferin ” cadets, 
for w'hom this country has spent so many lakhs of rupees is concerned, 
they must look to Indian companies for such employment. Good will ! 
to people who have bled India white and "who have not disguised their- 
dislike of Indians because of their colour. 


Sir Victor Sassoon ; Will the Honourable Member now define the 
business term “ good wBl ” ? 

Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : I am not of that confederacy fb 
which my Honourable friend belongs. Even in this matter there is such 
a thing as morality. Anyway I have had my say in connection with 
this point of good will I can give example after example to show that 
racial discrimination of a most poisonous kind was exercised against the 
employment of Indians and the development of Indian shipping in the 
coastal trade of India. But, Sir, to go back to our definition; if you are 
going to make_ out tlmt this Bill will lead to expropriation you have to 
fn things. You have to prove first of all that the Bill proposes 

+L- rii that it is dispossession of property • and 

to'atree^that 'S P^Perty which was rightly obtained. I am prepared 
^ ! practical purjioses this Bill will take away by degrees 
iS participation in the coastal trade of 

is not eontiseiioX^W^^Tf^ P^^'^'^P^tion w'hicE the Bill proposes 

fiseated trthf not propose that their ships should be cou¬ 
th eirhistoiw ^ do so in view of 

system in criminal Hw whl ^ of the ancient 

to the State Sir thcsA instrument of murder was forfeited 

ships have been stmiSe^^n^^^ instruments by which Indian 

Government of inSatBuld se 

^nt, Sir I propose is a tiXi/XN confiscate their .ships, 

participation of theVe ships ^ P^'opose is that the 

cent. Indianisatioii^of diminished until w'e have 

ation of the ships plying along the Indian coast. 
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right of^the^Dersw7 participation in a trade becomes the inherent 
ciStion in a Sp ^ before, parti- 

It is under the eontml r +f material thing. It is intangible. 

particular country miel.t chJtsrtradoTandIt i«'no?p™lle\%:r1enfc- 

«-Ptopriation 

Mr. M. Nj. Aney (Berar RepresentatiTe) ; No prescription. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemclmnd Haji : I am glad my Honourable friend 

tT-V- n prescriprion. Sir, the foreigners, whether 

rSritisners or others, can have with regard to the coastal trade no property 
or presmptive right because, both according to international law and 
Imperial legislation on the subject, the coastal trade of India is a domestic 
preserve of this country and it is 'within the competence of this Legislature 
to pass any measures to regulate the coastal trade in any way it chooses, 
and oven the Government of England cannot debar this House from doing 
so. Probably the gentlemen on the opposite side of the House are en¬ 
amoured of themscHes as owners of property in connection with ships 
on the coastal trade. I am reminded, Sir, of another kind of owners. 
Their position in this connection is that of usurpers, usurpers who taldng 
adA'antage of the political conditions prevailing in this country prevented 
Indians from getting any foothold in this shipping business, usurpers 
who have done a lot of harm to this country, people careful only of their 
own interests, people Avho have given a wholly false bias, if I may say 
so, to the economies of the coastal trade of this country. We find*. Sir, 
that the coastal trade of India to-day is concentrated in about 7 major 
ports. These foreign shipjiing companies, times without number, have 
adopted various means by which the proper economic methods of transport 
adopted to the rec[uirements of the coastal trade have not been allowed 
to operate. It is, I hope the House will easily understand, to the benefit 
of large shipping companies to employ, in the trade, large-sized vessels 
which call at a fcAv ports, because, under those conditions they make the 
highest profits. The reason w'hy I oppose any further continuance of 
the present system in the coastal trade is, among others, that, as I said 
before, under the monopolistic auspices prevailing to-day smaller ships 
haA'^e been preA’^ented from coming into existence. As soon as a small 
company comes into existence, a rate Avar is immediately put into opera¬ 
tion by tlie foreign monopolists, and the small Indian shipoAvner is forced 
to lose a large sum of money and the small shipoAvner retires and then 
the big company continues to make its enormous profits as of old. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Why don’t you buy large ships ? “ Jalabala ”, 
" Jaladuta ”, etc., will not do. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : I Avill examine all those subjects, my“ 
friend, in the Select Committee, and I hope that for that purpose you Avill 
vote with me. 

An Honourable Member : You haA’^e not taken him in the Select 
Committee. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Sir, before I finish this subject 
there is just one point I Avould like to touch upon and it is this ; if the 
word “ expropriation ” is going to he used in this connection, we haA^e 
to remember the expropi’iation of Indians from this trade, if there is any 
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property right about it, and not the expropriation of the British interests, 
because, as I said before, the coasting trade is a domestic preserve. No 
one outside has anj"- right to come in our -way if we suggest the method 
of coastal reservation or any other method by which the participation of 
Indian vessels in that trade can be encouraged. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Why don’t you include this clause in the Public 
Safety Bill ? 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : I will now come to a point upon 
which a good deal has been said, and mention of which, if I remember 
aright, has been made in the minority report of Sir Arthur Broom in the 
Keport of the Mercantile Marine Committee. It is said, Sir, that British, 
capital showed pioneer courage, sacrifice and enterprise when it set out 
to supply the tonnage necessary for the coastal trade. The claim, Sir, 
I maintain is fictitious. It is not true, as some Provincial Govexmments 
—I believe the Government of Bengal for example,—have attempted to 
make out that the Britishers have been our teachers in connection Muth 
this business of Indian shipping. I do not want to hark back to our 
hoary past. I will leave it to gentlemen opposite. I come to as recent 
a date as the first few years of the last century when, Sir, as I shall 
presently show, India was in,a position to give points to Great Britain 
nven with regard to shipping and shipbuilding. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Why do you buy your ships from England ? 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : I am talking of 1811, Mr. Kabeer- 
ud-Din Ahmed. In 1811, a French traveller, F. Baltzar Soloyns wrote : 

• ‘ Tn ancient times the Indians excelled in the art of constructing vessels, and 
the present Hindus can in this still offer models to Europe—so niucli so that tlio 
English attentive to evcrytiiing whicli relates to nav.al architecture have borrowed 
from the Hindus many improvements which they have adopted with success to their own 
shipping. ’ ’ 

Mr. K Ahmed ; How is it that you don’t get any Hindu seamen 
•or lascars now ? 


Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji ; This is not ancient history. This 
has reference to a period in our recent history before the British com¬ 
mercial interests allied with the political ruler.s of this country tried their 
best I am sorry to say successfully—^to put an end to this industry as 
well as to many other ancient industries as is familiar to all of you. Then, 


In 1802 the Admiralty ordered raen-of-war for the King’s Ka\w to be constructed 
at this .spot (the Bombay Docky.ard). They intended to have sent out nn Enrope.an 
builfler, but the merits of Jamshet.iee being made known to their lordships, they ordore.I 
niiu to continue as inasler-builder.^’ j. ^ 

&ir, V e good master-builders, our .ships used to navigate not only 

carry Indian produce to the distant corners 
i 4 .n "^^0 could be officers and men who could be 

rSed a^uspices during the last 70 years we have' 

o en we can become only lascars and notliing better. 

tile Semlgc S' ' European) ; Can you give uS 


Honourable 


friendi 
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Colonel J. D. Crawford : I asked for statistics of brigs. 

Mr. Sarabhai KTemchand Haji : Let my Honourable friend put the 
(^estion. ™ Honourable Member for Commerce. I may make it clear 
that this Bill is intended to bring about the development of steam vessels 
in the coastal trade of India. {Ai\ Honourable Member : “ Oh ! ”) That 
is the rule. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Where would you build these ships ? 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Had it not been for this complete 
uprooting of Indian shipbuilding talent, an example of which I have 
given you just now, we would have built those ships in the Bombay or 
Calcutta dockyards. Sir, does it redound to our Government’s glory 
that our ships have to be built outside India ? Whose is the humilia¬ 
tion ? I do not see what is the point of my Honourable friend’s remark 
over tliere, where shall we build the ships ? Ei'^en in England they build 
ships wherever they choose to do so, and if the Government were pre¬ 
pared and if the Honourable Member from Bombay were prepared to 
put crores of money I would like to have a shipbuilding yard, say, in 
Calcutta. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Why should I ? 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : I thouglit you were an Indian. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : I am not. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : As Lalaji says, it is good to have 
such an admission from my Honourable friend that he is ^not an Indian. 
No doubt, I have made it clear that I suggest a further participation of 
Indian steam vessels in the coastal trade of this country. But I will leave 
that point now, I will leave the things that were done in India even as late 
as 100 years ago. But before I have done with the argument that tlie 
British are pioneers, that they are our teachers, I would like to say that 
out of the total annual earnings exceeding Rs. 10 crores from the coastal 
trade, the British shipowners get a large share. Out of the Rs. 50 crores or 
thereabouts of ships’ earnings from the overseas trade of India, the Briti.sh 
companies—^ivho have a lion’s share of the trade—^have their proper share, 
so that if these British gentlemen have carried on business for the last 50, 
60 or 70 years it is not to oblige us. They have made more money than 
they would have been allowed to make anywhere else. Sir. the British 
companies are trying 'to stick to this coastal trade with vehemence be¬ 
cause they know that, under the present protective conditions through¬ 
out the world, India is the only place where they can have an untram¬ 
melled monopoly. I do not want to go into detaiJs, but I will say this 
that though in theory our coastal trade is free to all nations, to-day the 
permanent British vested interests have .suc-ccoded in keeping the other 
foreigners out, even the pro.sperous European countries that can afford 
to lose money to cut into the coa.stal trade of India. With regard 1o 
Indians, they know quite well that we cannot pat up very big capital, 
and no sooner are attempts made to start with small ships than the rate 
war is begun and Indian enterprise is got out of tlie v<ay. Sir. the pre¬ 
sent monopolj^ prevents any ships but its own from plying in the coastal 
trade of India and thereby it inflicts a very great economic injury upon 
this country. {Mr. K. Ahmed : “ The Scindia Company wants to mono¬ 
polise all the Rs. 10 crores ”). One more point. Sir. It has been said, 
and that has a slight reference to exprojiriation.—it has been said in the 
speech of Sir Charles Tunes that under present trade conditions 40 per cent. 
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of the coastal tonnage in the slack season has got to go out to other places 
in order to maintain their tonnage emplojmd. I do not admit that either 
the facts or figures are correct, but taking the figures of Sir Charles Innes 
at their face value, if the British tonnage goes outside of India for six 
months in the year, tvhy cannot they remain outside throughout the year ? 
If you can employ your ships outside for six months in the j^ear, hotv is it 
proper for you to say that by this Bilk the property in your ships will be 
confiscated ? You are welcome to trade anywhere else. But as I said 
before, it is not possible to go elsewhere and that is why they are trjung 
their utmost to keep the coastal trade- to themselves as long as they can. 
I need not dilate much further on the pretence made of serving the in¬ 
terests of India. As I said before, I do not think that the interests of 
India have been served, and it is no good for these gentlemen to come 
and say that they are here for the benefit of Ibis eountrjL Let them 
come forward and say,—and then we will considei the problem on its 
merits—that this is our stake and this is what we want. And I was 
hoping that this very modest measure Avould apjiea) to them because 
even after the coastal trade is i-eserved tlioy liave got for themselves 
practically the whole of the overseas trade for years to come, the earn¬ 
ings of which amount to Ks. 50 erores a year. What are your objections 
to giving India Rs. 10 erores and taking Rs. 50 erores for yourselves at 
least for sometime to come ? The fact of the mattei- is that this consi¬ 
deration for India is a pose, and it has been staged so often that it no 
longer deceives us. Therefore I hope that in the disenssion of this Bill 
speakers against the motion wiU come to the fundamental point of their' 
opposition. And that fundamental point is their seK-interest. Let 
them acknowledge it publicly as they have not done so far. G-ive np 
tne pretence of serving the needs of India, of looking forward to tke 
prosperity of-India and of serving the interests of the tax-payers and 
the .consumers of India. If they,honestly tell-us thal in consideration of 
their having been here for many years their poiition should be properly 
considered by this House, I am sure the House will not turn a deaf ear 
to them. But we do not want to hear of this solicitude for us which ive 
know IS not genuine, whicli is hypocritical. 


1 „ (Bombay : European) : Will the Honourable Mem 

her tell us something about solicitude for the consumers having .regard to- 
the probable future eour.se of freights should this Bill become law ? 

Neaichand Haji : I am glad the Honourable Leader 
La ^ Group lias raised tins question of rales. I wanted to 

I will ™ Committee, but as it has been mentioned 

of Vli s'comwJ^k 

monopoly wbiVh 1 f ^ ^ monopoly. Have we ever knoivn of a 

gentLme^i Vn ms; level ? The 

in bSss Smilv no patriotism 

the rates are kept at while the monopoly lasts 

A. large number Sf TiirlL!l l^eeu really high. 

Committee stated that before the Tndian Mercantile Marine 

hoped that uS 4e taxes them too inneli and 

oompames will pg started wliiel coastal reservation many Indian 

siaited which will give the suitable kind of tonnage 
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that is reqmred for tlie_ trade of India. For example, on the ^yestern 
ooast of India the requirements of trade demard sma Her sMps sav of 
a tonnage of 2,000 or 3 000 tons. That is what the meLKnts 17til 

Sfved nv that trade was 

sei^ ed 01 abused by the monopolistic concerns bringing once a month 

or twice huge ships of, say, 7,000 or 8,000 tons, calling at one or two ports 
and forcing the merchants to bear all the expenses of having to transport 
the cargo from one small port to the larger port. That much with 
legard to the rates. The history with regard to these rates has been 
bad. Indian tvitnesses, and if I mistake not one or two European wit¬ 
nesses I am not sure of this—complained that the rates were very hio'h. 
i do npt want to give figures now. The rates ciiarged here have been 
very high compared with the rates charged elsewhere. That is a matter 
of detail which can be threshed out in the Select Committee. (An 
RoiwiiraUe Blemher : “ Are you going to fix maximum rates ? ”) That 
again I shall leave to the Select Committee. I ani prepared to examine 
the subject with you and lay before you the facts and figures that I 
have got. 1 shall. Sir, itli your permission refer to this matter of rates 
once again. I should like to draw attention to the fact that at this very 
moment about 8 or 10 small sized Indian-owned ships have begun to 
participate in the trade of the western coast of India, by providing suit¬ 
able tonnage, by providing adequate services. What has the British 
monopoly done ? For the last 8 weeks or so they have started a rate 
war which, unless stopped in time, will, I know, root out these two or 
three companies owning about 8 small vessels in the course of the next 
six months or less. That is my reply with regard to the fixation of rates. 
That is why we want that we should have by tiic method of license which 
T propose such a control over 'the coastal siiips, that a. rate war will be 
unimaginable in future. We want that ‘this British monopoly should 
be ended, but we do not want that an Indian monopoly should take its 
place. Should the time arise when an Indian monopoly, equally selfish 
as the present one, comes in'to being, this House will know how to dSal 
with that monopoly. 

I wiU. now come, Sir, to the opinions that have been expressed in 
connection with this Bill. The opinions to which I propose to draw 
the attention of this House are opinions from bodies which have a real 
stake in the country, not the sort of stake that encourages the stake 
holders to keep on talking of property when they are really exploiting 
ns. The opinions are those of people with a real stake in the country, 
'because they are people born of tlie laud, people that cannot fritter away 
their monies elsewhere; people that cannot think of any other country 
but this one, not like the pseudo-patriots we have got over there 
(referring to the European Benches). When they talk of patriotism, 
they really mean the land of their birth and not the land where they are 
merely birds of passage. I should in theory not very much like to pay 
any attention to the vested interests but as a practical man, if they 
would put their whole ease and tell us the pace which will be comfortable 
to them, we shall consider it. I have myself suggested that the coastal 
reservation be completed in fivm years. Sir, in other countries coastal 
reservation has been completely effected within 6 months of the passing 
of the neces'iary legislation, but I do want to pay due consideration to 
the interests that exist, and if those interests thinlc that by opposing this 
modest mea.sure they can secure their ends, I can assure them that they 
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are verv iiiiic]i mistaken. Mlitli regard to tliis Bill, tlie only interests 
that matter are the intcre.sts of the people that have a real stake in this 
country, and I have got here a list of about 20 Indian Associations which 
have expressed their strong support' of this Bill. Amongst them are 
the Indian Merchants’ Chamber, tlie Native Share and Stock Brokers’ 
Association, the Marwari Chamber of Commerce, and the Passengers’ 
Tiaffio Belief Association of Bombay, the ALniedabad Millowners Asso¬ 
ciation, the Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce, the Southern Indian 
Chamber of Commerce, the Indian Chamber of Commerce of Tuticorin, 
the Madura Ramnad Chamber of Commerce, the Mysore Chamber of 
Commerce—I would particularly draw the attention of this House to this 
Chamber because it represents the Mercantile interests ivithin an Indian 
State—the Bihar and Orissa Chamber of Commerce of Patna, the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce, the Indian Chamber of Commerce of 
Calcutta, the Indian Merchants’ Association of Chittagong, the Burmese 
Chamber of Commerce, the Burma Indian Chamber of Commerce, the 
United Provinces Chamber ' of Cawnpore, the Buyers’ and Shippers’ 
Chamber of Karachi, and Sir, last but not t-he least, the Millowners’ 
Association of Bombay. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Hear, hear. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Sir, the ]\Iillowners ’ Association of 
Bombay, of which my Honourable friend, Sir Victor Sassoon, is the direct 
representative in this House, in their letter dated 't'he 16th of August 

say 

“"My Committee are generally in sympatliy with ciie object underlying the Bill....” 

Sir Victor Sassoon ; Hear, hear. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : I am coming to the main thing : 

“ ...: which is to provide for the employment of Indiau tonnage in tlie coastal traffic of 
India.. . ’' 


Sir Victor Sassoon : Hear hear. 

Kir. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : 

“ They are unanimously of the opinion that as laid down in the Preamble to the 
Bill it is expedient to provide for the rapid development of an Indian mercantile 
marine. ’ ’ 


Sir, we have their approval to the Preamble and the object of the Bill to 
which my Honourable friend said, “Hear, hear”. But, Sir, they go 
^rther. They give their approval to the principle underlying the Bill- 
The opinion reads, Sir ; ® 

1 that while my Committee accept the principle 

y ng r. Ilaji s Bill, they do not propose to examine its provisions in detail. ’ ’ 

Avhich my Honourable friend is a direct repre- 
this Ilonse approves of the principle underlying the Bill,— 

of this Biir7ApplS^er*'°“~^ principle 

^ Victor Sassoon *. “ The principle underlying the Bill ”. 

stituency *. riot be faithful to his con- 

Hoiise (Applause) ^ ® 1motion that I am going to put before this 
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Sir Victor Sassoon ; ‘ ‘ The principle underlying the Bill ’ 

Mr. Sarabh^ Nemchand Haji : Sir, I do nor know what underlying 
and underhanding mean (Laughter). Sir, 1 feel that he would 
not be playing fair with the members of his Committee if Sir Victor 
bassoon, after tins definite committal of his Association with regard to 
the principle ot the Bill, opposes the motion that is before the House. 
^ Association says. Sir, that they want the details examined verj 

caieruliy by Government and the Indian Legislature in so far as the 
tiade oi this country is concerned. The Select Committee is just the 
place where^ to examine those details. Sir, this House will judge Sir 
Victor by Ins vote on this motion. (Applause). Sir, that much with 
regard to the Indian Associations that have expressed their views on 
this subject. I liai'e particularly not mentioned the European Associa¬ 
tions because wm knoiv that all of them are opposed to this Bill ; and 
I shall not blame any one of the gentlemen opposite, except Sir Victor, 
if they vote against this motion, because the Chambers which the differ¬ 
ent llonourablc gentlemen opposite represent definitely say that they 
are opposed to the whole thing tooth and nail. Therefore, even in the 
Opposition Lobby, I would welcome them, but the voting of Sir Victor 
in that Lobby would be a betrayal of his constituency. (Hear, hear). 

Sir, now that I have come to the opinions of the opponents of the Bill, 
I am glad that it is bringing me towards the end of my remarks ; I am 
glad that so far as the opponents of this Bill are concerned, most of the 
statements are of a similar character, Sir, the Indian Chambers exam¬ 
ined the subject from different points of view, the Passengers Asso¬ 
ciation,^ for example, state how the presenl-day humiliation Qustajped 
by Indians travelling as passengers on these foreign-owned ships would 
he obviated under national ownership and management, and. Sir, the 
conditions under which the deck passengeis travel are well-known. 
They are so bad that time after time Government have appointed Com¬ 
mittees to examine the conditions under which these people have to- 
travel. That is why the Passengers’ Association is looking forward to 
the day when the foreigneis’ participation in the coastal traffic of India 
will have gone from this country and made room for ships Avhicli will 
treat Indian passengers as decent human beings, w'hich will provide 
the necessary facilities, facilities which, as everybody knows now, are 
quite inadequate!}" provided to-day. As against tliese different Indian 
Associations speaking from different points of view, the Burmese Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, looldng at the subject from the point of view of Burma, 
the Indian Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, looking at it from the point 
of view of the jute and the coal trade, the Bomba}*' and Karachi Cham¬ 
bers also looking at the subject from their wholly individual points of 
vieiy, what do the European Chambers do ? tVlietlier the opposition 
comes from Calcutta, Madras or Bombay it is based upon the arguments 
wdiicli are to be found in that notorious and ex parte speech of Sir 
Charles Innes to ivhieli I have already referred in the course of my remarlis. 

Mr. President : Order, order. I must appeal to the Honourable 
Member’s sense of proportion and ask him to consider w’hether he should 
continue any longer. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji ; I thank you. Sir, for your suggestion 
if you ivill permit me, I will not take more than about five or seven minutes 
if I may. All these opinions of the European Associations are of one pat¬ 
tern ; that p;ittern is provided by Sir Charles Innes’ speech ; and that speech 
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lias been so Lhoroughlj' exposed in the different statements that are now be- 
forp ilie House, that as I am pressed for time I do not go into details regard¬ 
ing them except porbajis to refer to one or two points of particular imi)ort- 
ance. The poison of that speech, Sir, has not stopped with the European 
Associations ; it has travelled even to the Government Houses in Calcutta 
and Rangoon; I shall not mention the other Government Houses for the time. 
But the two Governments are opposing this motion on practically the same 
grounds as those given by Sir Charles Innes in this House, and therefore 
to save time I wall not refer to them, but I wall come to a subject which is 
more pertinent from our Indian point of -idew. In this connection, Sir, 
I must say that I really do not much care what the different Governments 
think about this subject, because I find that so far as the opinions of the 
Ministers in the different Administrations are concerned, whenever they are 
individually mentioned, as in the case of the Punjab, I find from the volume 
of the opinions that all the Ministers in the Punjab who have expressed 
their opinions individually are in favour of the Bill. I dare say that if 
other Ministers elsewhere were free or were invited to pronounce their 
opinions in an individual capacity they would probably have favoured the 
• Bill. But, Sir, I come to what is to me a more important section of the 
Indian community, the Press in this country. The whole of the Indian 
Press representing all schools of thought and different interests have sup¬ 
ported this measure, each time-looking at the subject from their own poli¬ 
tical, commercial or other point of view'. If I may, Sir, I will briefly enu¬ 
merate the support that this Bill has received at the hands of the Indian 
Press’.- The Young India of Mahatma Gandhi, the People of Lala Lajpat 
Rai, the AmnYa Bazar Patriica, the Basumafi, the Calcutta Commercial 
Gazette, th.Q Forward, the Indian Finance of Calcutta, the Bomlay Chroni¬ 
cle, the Indian Daily Mail, the Indian National Herald, the Gnjerati, the 
Swarajya of Madras, the Muslim Outlook and the Tribune of Lahore, the 
Leader of Allahabad, the Sind Observer of Karachi and the Indian Daily 
Telegraph of Lucknow' have all supported the Bill. That much, Sir for the 
Indian Press. With regard to the European Press I have already refea-red 
to the last stage of die-hardism to which “ Ditcher ” of Capital was reduced 
when he said that argument is subordinate to power. As regards other 
English papers which to my knowledge have referred to the subject, I have 
to make mention of the Statesman of Calcutta, and Sir, I make that men- 

tSSfe Hat ^ Statesman 

tnmks that the Bih is a wrong Bill, or, to quote its own words : 

rp"k‘' 

jT opiiuon, But that paper proceeded to say that the 
That Lmriry T j discriminatory either racially or politically., 

the gentleman opposite can honestly make' 

Charirw? discrimination. To revert to Sir 

because India’bar! ^^ech on naval defence, he used the argument that 
To that c W evt 1 have no mercantile navy. 

Government the Indian through the obstinacy of 

w their stlwm H ^ Legislature. But we 

Marmehave been madrainS fn readjustments in the Royal Indian 

as an Indian Havy now’ Vertr^ purposes there is such a thing 

. we 1 , Sir, there being some sort of an Indian 
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Navy, the demand for an Indian mercantile marine becomes the greater and 
more insistent. Sir Charles Innes referred. 

. Mr. President : I very much regret that the Honourable Member 
must bring his remarlrs to a close. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemohand Haji ; I will wind up by saying that I have 
got an adequate reply in faets and figures to all the statements of Sir 
Charles Innes including the statement that the reservation principle when 
adopted in Chili, Algeria and Australia proved a failure. I will not go 
into details. But 1 maj' say wuth regard to Chili that immediately after the 
coastal trade was reserved there was such a superabundance of tonnage that 
rates went down ; and that is my repty to the gentleman opposite who said, 
what will happen to rates in ease the coastal trade is reserved. 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

- Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji: Sir, may I have one word more 1 I 
regret I liave no time to refer to the arguments of the Honourable Sir 
Geoi’ge Rainj’-. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member does not seem anxious to 
put his motion. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Very well, Sir, before I conclude.... 

Mr. President ; Order, order. The motion before the House is : 

“ Tliat the Bill to reserve the Coastal Traffic of India to Indian vessels be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of Pandit Motilal Nehru, Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta, 
Mr. E. K. fiiif.nmuldiam Ohetty, Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra, Maulvi hloharamad 
Shafee, B. TokKyi, Lala Lajpat Eai, Pandit Madau Mohan Malaviya, Mr. Ghanstiyam 
Das Birliq Mr. K. 0. Neogy, Mr. M. S. Aney, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Mr. Abdul 
Matin Chaudhury, Nawab Sir Zuliiqar Ali Khan, Nawab Sir Sahib3:ada Abdul Qaiyum, 
Sir James Simpson and the Mover, with instructions to report on or before the 20th 
February 1929 and that the number of members whose presence shall bo necessary to 
constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be six.” 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Division : Non- 
Muhammadan) : I beg to move. Sir, that the name of l\Ir. Tarit Bhnsan 
Roy be added to the Select Committee. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir James Simpson (Associated Chambers of Commerce; Nominated 
'Non-Official) : Mr. Pre-sident, representing the interests that I do I feel sure 
the House will not expect me to welcome this Bill as a bride and hug it in 
my arms. I would like however to congratulate the Honourable mover 
- not only on the sincere and honest speech he has just delivered but on the 
most magnificent piece of propaganda he has conducted in the country. 
He deserves praise and credit from the interests he is serving for that very 
excellent piece of woi’k. He called his measure modest, very modest, and he 
has tricked it out and dressed it up ; hut it does not attract me. I want to 
put it far from me. I am strongly opposed to it. But, Sir, that does not 
mean that the constituency I have the honour to represent here is opposed 
to India’s intere-sts. Far from it. We hold that India’s interests must 
be the .supreme category of policy, and Ave oppose this Bill because we believe, 
and we are convinced, that it is neither in the interests of India nor any 
of her peoples. In this propaganda, this .skilful propaganda that the 
Houonrable. mover has conducted in the country, he has raised the slogan— 
India’s rights versus British interests. As -if,- Sir, -these two things were 

, LllSDA ■ c 
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opposite and antagonistic. Sir, I maintain that India’s rights and Britishi 
interests are interdependent, are indivisible, one and the same. I wonder 
if the House realizes, Sir, to what height among the great trading nations of 
the world India has been raised by British and Indian co-operation. 
Sir, there are only four nations in the world that exceed India in annual 
volume of trade. Great Britain, the United States of America, Germany, 
France, India ; that is a godly place in the Sun and we all want India to 
maintain that place or surpass it. We want her glory to increase. But, 
Sir, legislation such as this endangers that co-operation, imperils and brings 
into jeopardy the whole delicate structure of commerce. If you are going 
to endanger the co-operation of over 100 years by racial and discriminatory 
legishition .such as this apinst shipping to-day, and against anything else 
ymn like to-morrow—India’s glory cannot increase. It will diminish until 
you vill only be able to write one word over India's agriculture, commerce 
and industry,-—Iehabo_d—“ the glorj^ is departed ”. Bir, on a recent occa¬ 
sion my constituency issued a memorandum and I challenge the House to 
_ say lhat the whole tenour and spirit of that memorandum is not one of 
service for India and that India’s interests have not been made the supreme 
category of policy. May I read an extract from a newspaper ; 

‘ ‘ In the memorandum ahead}' quoted ‘ the Associated Chambers of Commerce pro- 
fe-jS to be greatly concerned at the tendency shown by Indian politicians to introduce 
logislulion discritninafing against British commercial interests established ia British 
India.’ After leitemting the important part British capital has played, in ineroasing 
the wealth of India, the Associated. Cliarahers add ‘ the European firms in India, so 
fai from desiring to hamper indigenous enterprise, welcome it as likely to increase the 
wealth uf the country to the advantage of Indians and British alike. They do, however, 
claim on grounds of justice, and expediency, that the Indian Legislature's shall not be 
in a position to imperil the existence or development of any eommerci.al or industrial 
interests established in India by legislation or taxation indicating diserimination of a 
Mf-isl or communal character’. The Chambers coniine themselves to asking for 
* national treatment ’ only, for industries and eommerce established in India, uhether 
registered there or not.” 


Sir, witb this Bill before us, that part of that memorandum was 
drafted. JMay I read another extract from a De'srspa.per ox the same date ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gout ; What paper ? 

Sir James Simpson : Capital of the 16th Augu.st. 

In the introduction to the All-parties’ Report I find the comment • 

Sir, that is all we a.sk for, all we want. Indian politicians who have Tmt 

oAhe'cTppStion Honourable the LeaLr 

hut who have givet their\SierPne who have not signed it 

good as their hLd mSt votfagaSS ^hose word is as 

do so, -thev wiU remove aU ^ ^ If they will 

P«t great sa.ms of money i^flndfa ^ho have 

other than nervous European Commerce be 

a ear. The parties behind' this + ‘^^aariminatoiy legislation that 

Q tms Bill have to-day cast their greedy eyes on 
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shipping. To-morro-w others may cast jealous eyes on tea, coffee, oil, any¬ 
thing else yon like. {An Honourable Member : “ Why not ” ?) Wliere 
are you to stop {An Honourable Member : “ Don’t stop ”.) 


No’y, Sir, ii this principle is once admitted it ■would he idle to pretend 
that the Honourable Mover of this Bill has not succeeded in fixing a great 
giilf bet-ween British and Indian opinion. That to me, Sir, is a lamentable 
state of affairs, and bodes no good for the future of India if such legislation 
be persisted in. I oppose this Bill on t'wo main standpoints. Let me deal 
•with the first Yeiy briefly. This Bill seeks to take away from the British a 
right they have always thought the 3 ’^ po.ssessed. I •wave aside all juridic'al 
definitions and I claim to be a British Indian National of long^ residence, 
a citizen entitled to and in possession of the franchise, a subject of the 
King-Eni])eror of India, and that it is not competent for any of my fellow- 
subjects to discriminate against me. Surely after more than a century 
of residence and of pioneer'work and labour and ser-vice in India, the 
British have attained the right of adoption. As the Commerce Meniber 
Icno'ws and .some of us on these Benches knoAv, having had it drummed into 
us'in our jmuth, adoption is an act whereby we are received into the numbei 
and have a right to all the privileges of the sons of the soil. I clam .that 
right and all these privileges, and again I quote from the All-Parties Ke- 
port : 

' ‘ It IS iuconeci'valilo that there can be any fliseriminatiEg legislation against any 
coinuinnity doing business lawfully in India.” 

We ask no favour, no special privileges, only for equal rights. No 
more, but, Sir, we will accept no less. 

To come to my second standpoint. "We believe this Bill to he a bad Bill, 
an inherently had Bill in itself, impracticable and unworkable. At last 
debate in D*elhi in March last my distinguished predecessor, Sir Walter 
Willson, used these words : 


" WUat 1 foel is the principal danger to-day is not what I am so often hearing in 
this House, namely, the exploitation of trade by vested interests as they are commonly 
called but a different kind of exploitation of political feebng, of racial feeling and of 
patrio’tic feelings in the country, in order to transfer out of hands which have bmlt 
in) the existing trade from what it was years ago to what it is to-day to transfer that 

ss?s srr 

^^'^^The^cotton mUls of Bombay have passed almost entirely into Indian hands, either 
•u At bv fair ccronetition and I deprecate as strongly as I can the attempt 

is taeLg made to ezprS)riate existing interests by means of playing upon popular 
S!ig aiid S the machine^ of this Assembly for the purpose.” 

1 stand by that statement of my distinguished predecessor, and I have 
Bohiud me a united British public opinion as it has never been united before. 
The Honourable Mover may say the same perhaps of Indian public opinioi^ 
SiSt quite. In the two long papers of opinions that have been supplied 
+^ TfoTinurahle Members of this House there are some douhtmg and besitat- 
1 &om the great porta of Bombay apd Oalcatta. The 

TTnTKiurable Mover has been very successful in fooling some people some of 
ttie time. 1 dare say he will even be able to fool some of -the people all the 
time • but Pir. these papers show that he will not he able to fool all the 
ueople all’the time—I mean the Indian people. There are some-Indian 
opinions which hold that the period of five years in which the Bill -would 
L112LA 
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eliminate Bntisli shipping should be extended to len years or even more, 
and moreover that instead of ousting all British shipping it will be better 
perhaps ic be content with 50 per cent, than to take all the shipping. 
Perhaps taey think that half a loaf is better than no bread. One Indian 
opinion gets the length of saying that “ elimination is clearly .impossible 
not even ii. fifty, let alone five years.” 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Is that a Government official 1 

- Sir James Simpson : There is one notable Indian opinion not appear¬ 
ing in these papers nor even in that fine propaganda that my Honourable 
frfend has issued. It seems that practically every Member of this House 
has got copies of that propaganda save me—me to whom it would have done 
mosf good—and I should like nij'- Honourable friend to send me these copies 
having put his signature upon them, and I assure liim I will preserve them 
as an interesting memento of a memorable debate. The notable Indian 
opinion I refer to is the opinion of one who might be called the grandfather 
of maritime aspirations in India—I refer to Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer. In the 
account of an interview appearing in a Madras paper about a month ago, 
Sir Sivaswamy is reported to haA’e said : 

“ Tlie most imiiort&ut aspect of the question ficm the point of ■view of Itulia is 
how the H'servatioii of coastal trade proposed by Mr. Haji’s Bill will react on the ship¬ 
ping facilities a’V.liitrble foi the comnieice of India. Whether Indian capital 'would 
readily conic forward to step into the bieaeh and make up for the withdrawal of ships 
belonging to the Biiti'^h and other foreign countries is a matter upon which, not beingf 
a financier, I am not able to express an opinion. I do not know whether it will be possi¬ 
ble for Indian capital to prordde all the necessarj' slrippirrg within the time table of Jive 
yeatfe-prbi'idcd-iil the BiU. I have very serious doubts upon tliose points. Probably the 
difficulties aiising fioni the lack of ail adequate supply of Indian^ controlled ships may 
be met bj' extending the period of hlr. Haji's time table. I do riot know whethei’ Mr. 
Uaji has' dealt cf.lcgorienlly with the various difficulties pointed out by Sir Charles 
Imres. I have been out of touch with the subject during the last two years and I have 
no reollection vhothci lie has dealt with them or not. In any event it will not do to 
make light of the arguments of Sir Charles Iniies and they must all be squarely faced 
and aiiswered.’’ 

Sir, in my opinion, the arguments of Sir Charles Innes have not been 
squarely hiced and answered, though, t.o put it mildly, a good deal of ink has 
been siting at him. If I were to confine myself to* one opinion in these papers 
as epitomising the opposition to the Bill, I would stand hj^ that of the Gov¬ 
ernment of Burma. Let Honourable Members ponder over this extract : 

" The Government of Burma make no doubt that it must increase for consumers 
either in India geneialiy or over great parts of India the prices of such important com¬ 
modities as salt, rice, kerosene oil.Burma kerosene oil is burnt in the poorest 

households of India, and already India no longer grows enough rice for her own con¬ 
sumption She imports more rice from Burma than she exports to other countries, and 
as her population lucirases, she will become more and more dependent on Burm.i for an 
essential foodstuff." 


, . Sir, yestei'day the lion of the Punjab thundered about the hunger that 
•thbmullions of India were feeling. This Bill will not fill their bellies. 


T extract in these papers in opposition to the Bill tha 

? ^°use wfih is from Bombay and it ought to appeal t( 
sreat coal Bengal who are jealous of the interests of theu 


*^9“^ traffic to be considered. This is mo 
r-o control Of tw :ouirn„;V" “«empt to 

ua could not but involve sea transport difficulties - 


wl 
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would constitute a most serious interference with the affairs of the verj- important 
Etmgal coal trade. They refer principally to the shortage of tonnage that certainly 
would ensue after the inflation of freight rates which the elimination of tramp cojnpeti- 
tion Avould doubtless bring about.” 


Sir, it is a tveariness to the flesh to read the conflicting opinions contained in 
these two papers, one side holding that the Bill inevitably means higher 
costs of transport, fewer shipping facilities and tliat the food of the popu¬ 
lace Avill-become dearer, and the other side holding that there will be more 
ships and that freights will come down, forgetting in so saying or rather 
ignoring the fact that thereby the ships would never pay and that the last 
state of that indnstry wonld he worse than the first. 


Sir, I have conceived it to be my duty to get away from these conflicting 
opinions and to supply to the House, from as authoritative a source as can 
be found, independent mews on the fundamental principles underlying this 
Bill, 'and I think I have found what might help the House in the proceed¬ 
ings of a meeting held in Paris, a few years ago of the Co'mcil of the Inter¬ 
national Chamber of Commerce,,at the time they were deliberating upon an 
liistorical survey of acts of flag discriiuinatioii. Let me read three short 
Resolutions : 


“ 1. Clieap aud effiejent transport depends upon the vessels of all flags which oajry 
thc goods and raw materials of commerce and their cargoes and passengers being 
treated by every country in all that concerns the use,of the ports of that country and in 
all respects on a footing of equality- w-ith the vessels, cargo and passengers of tiat 
country. 

2. The cost of every act which denies equality of treatment as between vessels of 
'different flags being idtimately borne by the trading interests, the International 
ber of Goiumevcc is deeply concerned in securing an international agreement c 
would ensure a real equality as between such vessels. - 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : It applies to overseas trade only. ' • 


. . Sir James Simpson ; 

” 3 Anv avreeraent which, while it seems to secure acceptance of this priiiciplo, 
and reservations should be avoided. 

sir to my way of thinking, the House cannot attach too much importance 
to the “I™ of the International Chamber of Commerce particularly as 
these apoly to countries which hare to consider the protection of then otro 
2a f i-SS^^e rd Se maintenance of a mercantile marine as a second line of 

yeai22 

ponse'with the protection aaorfed by 

™™2fed entity bfilm Indian Sachequer is.sufBeient to 
Indians, a ta nroteetion^of its otm shores, without assistance from 
VNa22tle^ to reservation might have a certain 

atot of i2Mca2on.° But that day is far distant, and this B.U has po, 

justification. , ' , 

•WTr T? TC Shanmukham Ohetty (Salem and Coimbatore c«ui JNortn 
Arcof iSu-MuhLmadan Rural) : I am soriy to interrupt my Honour- 
nblp friend Can the'Honourable Member give tbe example of 
(n whSh a mcrS&te marine was 'developed after a' nary was established ( 

Sir James Simpson ; This Bill, in my opinion, is just protection rmi 
mad., Bidian politicians should not seek to launch the country upon < 
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ex])ensive Indian naval programme, while there is so mucli to do for the 
amelioration of her millions of people, in agriculture, banking, education, 
industry and many other ways. 

Now, Sir, the first question to ask the promoters of this Bill is, have you 
counted the cost ? Can you deliver the goods, that is to' say the ships within 
five years ? I make out that if the British companies are prevented from, 
trading on the Indian coast about 100 Indian owned ships would be required 
to replace them. This would cost 12 erores of rupees. I do not say this 
cannot be done but I do say, judging from past experience, that it will not be 
done. In this connection let me refer to the reports of the Fiscal Commis¬ 
sion and the External Capital Committee. The Commission stated : 

“ Capit.ll in India is shy specially in regard to new industrial enterprise, nor is 
the Indi;in%investor satislied with the low rates of interest at which in normal >times 
money can be borrowed ir. Europm” 


Yet this Bill proposes to expel British capital. Let Honourable Mem¬ 
bers examine the recently issued report of the Indian Tariff Board regarding 
the grant of protection to the match industry. That is the highest possible 
Indian opinion and it is against anj'' restrictive or discriminating measures 
upon “ foreign ” capital. Why ? Because it is not in the national in¬ 
terests. If these 12 erores of capital are not forthcoming—and I do not 
believe^ they will be—Indian shipping will be no further forivard and all 
that will hav'e been achieved will hav’^e been the creation of a general feeling 
of unrest and dissatisfaction on the part of the present shipowners catering 
for the trade. It vvould appear, however, that one member of the alleged 
monopolistic combine will not be averse to that state of affairs. I refer to 
' the company of which the Honourable Mov’^er of this Bill is a paid servant— 
the Scindia Steam Navigation Company—which I take it is the single 
solitary company referred to by my Honourable friend. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : May I say that that Company is in 
bad company. 


Simpson : Perhaps the Bill would have smelled sweeter 
^ f House would have preferred it to have been sponsored by les.s inter- 
es ed parties. I trust that the House fully realises that the Scindia Company 
are parties to the presmt coastal conference and quote rates, etc., in con- 
juneuon with the British companies. I hold in my hand a copy of their 
sheet. They are not now doing too badly ; but it is common 
written down half of their capital. Having be- 
Grs of this so-called monopolistic combine, having become birds of 
^ should seek to kick out all the 

that by themselves. Sir, it is an ill bird 

coast -irfi i informed that half the ships they do sail on the 

chart'ort'r) ^ owned. I take it that the owners of these 

desire to finrP^ make no effort to encourage Indian youths in their laudable 
many Indian dS^ffic^rs^lhis interesting to know Sir, how 

they are training ^ Company has on its steamers and how many 

tomtantly heard of the^ ^bis controversy. We haye 

The tio,, of the Punjab amounting to erores per annum. 

Tepeated it to-day. T yesterday and the Honourable the 

for services rendered is no H ° ^oouomist. Sir, but I know that pay¬ 
ed IS no dram. i know that India is one of the 
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inliabitauts never 

irnDor^fcroiT^ nA n ^ ^ ^ that India 

knoivn is thp sinlr +1 3 ^ear 18 crores ; and that India is 

inp wLH T ++ the precious metal. Perhaps the House will bear ivith 
^ attempt a rough analj'sis of expenditure of a coastal ship¬ 
ping compam^ p see what difference it makes to the de.stination of the 
yaiious Pajmients made by the shipping company if the company is Indian 
instead of British or foreign ? 


Shall We sa.r tha<' the following 7 heads cover the main expenditure of 
a sJiipping company ? 

(1) Capital cost of ships. 

(2) Capital cost of offices. 

(3) Port dues, pilots, etc. 

(4) Stores, maintenance, repairs, etc. 

(5) Salaries of officers and crews. 

(6) Salaries of ofliee staff. 

(7) Profits to shareholders. 


As there is no shipbuilding industiy in India, it is clear that the destina¬ 
tion of payments on account of the capital cost of ships will be a foreign 
one, whether the compan.v is Indian or foreign. Did we not see photographs 
in the papers of j'ou, Siz‘, our revered President, launching in Glasgow last 
year a ship of the most beautiful name, Jalabala, daughter of the sea. for 
the Seindia Steam Navigation Companj' ? Is there a shipbuilding j-ard in 
India that could build a ship like that during the period of five j'^ears con¬ 
templated in the Bill ? The answer is in the negative. I fancj' the Indian 
opinion ali-eady mentioned would saj' “ not even in oO, let alone five j'ears." 

This is not a Bill to encourage Indian 'shipbuilding. Similarly, the 
destination of pajnnents on account of item (2), the capital cost of offices, 
etc., will be the same in both cases. 

It is clear, therefore, that the destination of the capital outlay of a 
coastal shipping com([iaiiy will be the same, whether the company is 
Indian or foreign. Payments on account of item (3), namely, port dues, 
etc., will obviously be made in India in either case. Similarly, as regards 
item (4), the destination of paj^ments for stores, repairs, maintenance, etc., 
will be the same in either case. As regards items (5) and (6), namely, the 
payment of the personnel, the vast ma.iority of the office staff and crews 
emplojmd ly foreign companies are Indian, and although an Indian com¬ 
pany would probably employ no European staff in its offices, it would, I 
think, be compelled to employ European officers and engineers on its ships. 
In so far as an Indian company employed Indians instead of Europeans, the 
so-called drain would be lessened only by the amount -which the European 
officers of a foreign company make remittances outside India, for they are 
paid in India and most of their expenses are incurred in India, and the 
surplus available for remittance to their own country is comparatively 
small. Finally, there is the item profits to shareholders. Assuming that 
all the shareholders of a foreign company are foreigners and that all the 
shareholders of an Indian eompanj’^ are Jndians, there is a definite drain of 
the amount of profits paid to shareholders. But this represents only in¬ 
terest on capital invested, and as I have already tried, to show it is doubtful 
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if sufficient capital u-ould be iortlieoming in India to replace the capital now 
invested in tbe foreign coastal shipping companies. 

When the facts are analysed in this manner, it is clear that it is absurd 
to tali- of crores of loss'to India on account of the coastal shipping being 
mainly in the hands of foreign companies. The net result of the substitu¬ 
tion of Indian companies would be that the destination of the profits and 
the surplus earnings of a few officers Avould be India instead of a foreign 
country. In any case, such payments are merely made for services rendered, 
either in the form of supply of capital or in the form of direct personal 
service, and it is doubtful if these services could be rendered to India from 
an Indian source. Where therefore is the drain ? Sir, there is no drain. 

ilay I crave the indulgence of the House for a few minutes longer, 
Sir, to examine a few extracts from the statement on this Bill sent by the 
Indian Merchants’ Chamber, Bombay ? I reckon that this is perhaps the 
most important contribution to the subject from the Indian point of view. 
I shall just read a few quotations and then I shall give you what T think 
the replj" should be. The first quotation from that statement is : 

" The fight to obtain for Indians equality of status as citizens in Dominions lias 
nothing in coiiiinon with the attempt to develop an Indian Mercantile Marine by means 
of the leseivatioii of the coastal trade of India. Moreover, economic discrimination 
against non-nationals, particularly in a manner recognised by law, is a totally differ¬ 
ent proposition from the anti-Indian legislation intended to turn Indian colonials into 
helots of the Dinpi'e.’’ 

hly reply is that I am not a non-national, and in any case I fail to see any 
difference between anti-Indian legislation in British colonies and anti- 
British legislation in India. The Chamber goes on : 

" The first ndsstatument to which Sir Charles Inues seeks to give currency' is that 
coastal lesorvation rceaus expropriation. That this is a wrong statement is clear when 
we remember that the coastal reservation merely precludes non-natioual ships from trad¬ 
ing on the coast, but it does not mean their confiscation. ’ ’ 


Of course, the Bill does not mean expropriation of the ships ; but it eertain- 
means, what is equally important, expropriation of the good will, and 
the earning power of the large British interests in the coastal trade who 
have through good years and bad years and by immense pioneer work built 
up this very coastal trade and have at all times met the peculiar require- 
mputs of that trade, and under all difficulties, kept up regular services in 
a most efficient manner. Tes, w'e could sail away with our .ships in five ' 
years, h-at if you are legislating like this in other things Ave could not sail 
away with our tea gardens, or our coal mines, or our oil fields, or the 
railways or any other immoveable property Ave haAT bought and paid 
for. The principle of the Bill is confiscation of the deepest dye. Worse 
tnan anything any socialist GoA'^ernment in anj* part of the Avorld AAmnld 
CA^er dream of. 


. -A-bout tAvo months ago, the Labour Party in Great Britain published 
leir progi'amme. Dealing with the land, communications, transport and 
"f. fundamental necessities ” the labour programme says : 

mniuigorJaVskm'^nml technical knoAvledgo and 

^v^u V(,„< o-vnunsbiri in to the persons affected ; the Labour Party® 

OH tile nation’s and their administration in‘authorities acting 

their th^^aST'^N? affected ? Does it vest 

, oir. The spoliation would he for the 
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benefit of tbe “ single solitary firm ”, of which the Honourable Mover is 
the paid servant. 

Mr. President : Order, order. I propose to adjourn now if the 
Honourable Member is not inconvenienced by that adjournment. 

Sir James Simpson : If you can give me five minutes more. I shall 
pass over some of the extracts referred to in that statement and I shall 
only read this. Would you prefer me to continue after Lunch ? 

Mr. President : The House ’stands adjourned till 2-45 p.m. 


The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter to Three of the' 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter to Three of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


THE HINDU CHILD MAKEIAGE BILL. 

Presentation op the Eeport op the Select Committee. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara : General) : I beg to' 
move that the instructions given to the Select Committee on the Bill to re-^ 
gulate marriages of children amongst the Hindus to present its Report 
■within three days be withdrawn and that the Select Committee be instruct-- 
ed to present its Report by the 13th September, 1928. 

The motion was adopted. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : I beg to present the Report of the Seleef 
Committee on the Bill to regulate marriag&s of children amongst the 
Hindus. 


THE RESERtLiTlON OF THE COASTAL TRAFFIC OF INDIA 

BILL— contd. 

Sir James Simpson : I thank you for your kindness and I thank 
the Hou.se for its indulgence. My only excuse iov detaining the Homse 
is that this is a very serious matter. This Bill is the test case on -which 
the whole fabric of British industries in India depends. I yiH ^ 
very few moments continue the thread of my discourse. The Indian 
Merchants’ Chamber of Bombaj^ says that this Bill is intended to pro- 
-dde careers for Indian youths who have so far been kept out by British 
shipping companies on racial grounds. Sir, 90 per cent, of the personiie 
of steamers at present plying on the Indian coast are Indians. It is true 
that they do not occupy the executive positions but as soon as they possess 
the necessary qualifications the British coastal companies have promised 
Government to employ them. There is no intention to depart from this 
promise. That is not the British way. We play the game. The last 
quotation I shall make from this document is this : 

» If normal rates of freight are to prevail in the coastal trade of India no time 
should he lost in abolishing the present foreign shipping monopoly in the Indian eoa.t.il 
▼'.iters. ’ ’ 
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Mr. C. S. Rangu Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Don- 
iduhammadan Enral) : May I ask tke Honourable gentleman i£ be is 
interested in foreign shipping ? 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member is not will¬ 
ing to give Avay, it seems. 

Sir James Simpson : Normal rates do prevail at present on the 
Indian coast. The various Indian shippers and other Associations have 
a very great deal to sa 3 '’ on the regulation of rates. The inference from 
these remarks by the Boinbaj" Merchants’ Chamber is a slight on the 
ability of the various Indian shippei’S’ and importers’ associations to 
look after their own interests. AVh^’’ ? Sir, in mj'- own business at 
Coconada the other day I pointed out that a certain commoditj^ could 
hardlj^ bear the freight rate charged. The companies at once made a 
decent reduction. Sir, I have inquired diligentlj- at every port on the 
Coromandel Coast and the Malabar Coast, and at the great ports of 
Bombay, Colombo, Calcutta, Karachi and Rangoon ; I have inquired of 
Indian merchants as well as British merchants, and all I can say is that 
this type of legislation is viewed with horror and dismaj’. 

Sir, just one word more. Dispassionately analysed to the British waj' 
of thinking, the Bill boils itself down to the cupidity of Indian capitalists, 
shipowners or otherwise, desiring by the help of the Legislature, regardless 
of the general interests of the country, unfairly to capture a trade, which 
has never been closed to them in the past, but has been and is now as free 
and open to them as it is to British owners. The Bill does not encourage 
Indian shipbuilding, nor Indian officers nor Indian engineers but only 
provides ways and means for Indian capitalists to attempt to earn divi¬ 
dends, at the expense of the general community^ by “ importing ” non- 
Indian vessels, buying them or chartering them, and working them by 
•“ foreign ” officers and engineers, exactly as at present. It will only be 
-the owners who will be changed ! ! 

In short, the country is to provide such Indian capitalists as the Bill 
is designed to benefit, with the support of the British Army and Navy, 
while they confiscate British shipping ! ! ! 


Sir, ho-vv much better it would be for India, if Indian politicians 
gave up their jealous attempts to supplant British effort and occupied 
themselves in straining every nerve to suppleme 7 it it. Do not waste time • 
in trying to dispossess the men in possession. Break new ground. You;" 
have the advantage in your superior knowledge of your own country and 
countrymen. Indian, as against British-managed, concerns already enjoy 
AToi + T cheaper management, while, in a degree peculiarly 

^ Indians, there lies open to them the immense potentiality of 
■With enormous idle and unproductive wealth, 

concerns • rather concerns have nothing to fear from British 

SSk, truth Lsgtalation is no 

like, nor can p be nronerbr’ ^ or any other attributes you 

&nch attributes in aiy rae LetTo^T ""^5^ 
any other possessing them. ^ body politic to the detriment of 

has not strawed^ should reap where he has not sown or gather where he 
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British in India but in the real and true 
this Bill ^ ^ India I strongly and strenuously oppose 


^ (Dacca Division ; Non-Muhammadan Rural) : air, 

X u 1 ize le luncheon interval in looldng up certain books of reference 
so as to know something about the last speaker. The first was tiie 
Inman ^ear Book, and I turned to the section, “ Who’s Who " in 

there is one Simpson there, only one, “ Simpson, 
O.I.Ji., lung s Police Medal ", and all that. I could not identify the 
gentmman, I suppose I must call him the Honourable gentleman m 
this House, with that description. So the next book that I looked up 
was Thacker’s Indian Directorj^, and I found there were as many as 
4b Simpsons enumerated there, and one of them is the head of a firm.... 

Mr. President : Order, order. What has that got to deal with 
the Bill ? 


Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Sir, I find that in this House these personal 
factors are brought in to" lend support to one’s argument. That is 
my excuse, Sir, and I have the precedent of the gentleman who has 
just sat doivn in my support. I find that one Sir James Simpson is 
the head of a firm called Gordon, Woodroffe & Co., who are the- agents 
for as many as four or five shipping companies. Therefore, Sir, I 
thought to myself that if anybody ought not to have referred to my 
Honourable friend Mr. Haji as the paid servant of the Scindhia Steam 
Navigation Compan 3 ’-, it was this particular gentleman. 

Sir James Simpson : I am not the agent of any coastal company, 
and this Bill deals with the coastal trade. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy ; Sir, my Honourable friend is seeking to draw a 
distinction between coasting trade and overseas trade. 

Sir James Simpson : Surely. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Well, this gentleman represents what could be 
better described as the conspiring European Chambers in India, and 
I dare saj- all Ibe British shipping interests, including the Inchcape 
gang, are represented on that body. It is an open secret that that 
particular body has the practice of paying their representatives in the 
Central Legislature. Therefore, can we not take it that the maintenance 
of the Inchcape interest unaffected in India means bread and butter 
to the representative of this particular body ? Sir, it is an accident 
that Mr. Haji is fathering this Bill to-day. This particular Bill was 
given notice of by me three years back, as Mr. Haji has already said. 
I balloted for it not once, but twice, and it was only on the representa¬ 
tions of the then Member in charge. Sir Charles Innes, that I agreed 
to postpone it. The Government did not know where they stood. They 
wanted to consult the legal officers of the Crown in England as to 
•whether this measure was intra vires of this Legislature, and it wa.5 in 
order to oblige Government that I did not push through this measa-re 
at that time. Mr. Haji is in this House now, and I thought that he 
knew a good deal more about this question than I did. That is the 
only reason why I permitted my Honourable friend to take up this 
measure instead of introducing it myself in this House. Sir, we are 
here in our representative capacity ; whether we are personally paid 
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servants of this man or that man. wherever we may make onr living, 
has nothing to do with the consideration of the question which is beiore 
the House. I have been in this House during the last eight years, and 
I have never before listened to a disgraceful speech like the one that 
has been delivered, in its reference to Mr. Haji. Sir, the Honourable 
gentleman has finished with a feeling perroration. He says “We play 
tbe game I say, yes, the British game. And what is that game 1 
Lot the spiritual fathers of the Honourable gentleman say what that 
game is with reference to this particular question. I have here an 
-A“ract from a report of the Directors of the Bast India Company 
v-'-itten on the 27th January 1801, in which they opposed the employ¬ 
ment of Indian-built ships in the trade between England and India : 
and this is one of the many arguments used—^I will not tire the House 
will! the whole extract. This is what they said : 

“ Ko EiitibL heait Viovld vish that any of the hTa-ve mea -who have merited eo 
mncli of their coimtiy Miould he without bread whilst natives of the East brought the 
ships belongiirg to our own subjects into our own ports ; and considered therefore in a 
physical, moral and eoniniereial and political view the apparent consequences of ad¬ 
mitting these Indi.-in s.)ilois largely into our navigation form a strong additional ob¬ 
jection to the conce.ssion of the proposed privilege to any ships manned by them. ’ ’ 


That is the “ game ”. That is the British game, and that is the game 
which this Honourable gentleman is playing to-day. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muiiam- 

3 r.M. raadan Urban) : Sir, I thank my Honourable friend, Sir 

James Simpson, for the honour he has done me of 
quoting a passage from the Report of the All Parties’ Committee over 
which I had the honour to preside. After quoting that passage, my 
Honourable friend extended to me a very cordial invitation to go with 
him into the lobby. 

Sm^ames Simpson : Yes, I hope yon will. 


Pandit Motilal Nehru : Sir, I will make a very sporting offer t,o 
him. If he and his constituency would accept now and here the Dominion 
status which we claim, I shall he the first to accept his invitation. 
(Applause). I made this offer, which I call a .sporting offer, in the lunch 
interval to my Honourable friend. His reply was “ I am willing to go 
into the report with you ; I hav'e not yet read it My answer to my 
Honourable friend’s invitation is that I am willing to go with him into 
the Bill in Select Committee. Then, my Honourable friend was very 
eloquent in dealing with the glories of India and as to what had contri¬ 
buted to those glories, viz., co-operation with the British. Well, if he 
had said “ glories of Anglo-India ”, I could have understood it. In -fact 
T have myself witnessed—and I use ihe word “ Anglo-India ” in the 
and not in the restricted sense in which it is used now— 
I have witnessed that glory myself when going up to G-auhati by river. 
Alung the banks of the Hooghly for some miles. I saw noble palaceSj 
Tibtng to the skies, belonging to the jute kings of Bengal. That was one 
Til raileb further what did I see ? The misery 

flimsv^TnnVc: half-clad. veith bodies shrivelled up, living under 

Those t-wo thiT.frr%°^ eaves giving no protection against wind or rain. 

The report de-ifs with^^ does the report say ? 

1 deals wnh people who have sunk their money, vast sums of 
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- business ImvfuTly in India. I stress the word 

ai - ■ Honourable ’friend in the cohrse of his speech 

txven anj ans'i\er to the long indictment of my Honourable friend ’Mr. 
Itaji as to how It was that they came to be in possession of the best part 
" I this particular trade ? ]\Iy Honourable friend has answered it by 
certain monopolies “ British rights ”. What are these Brhish 
rights . Monopolies in the coastal trade, tea, jute, oil, coah and 
so on. The tragedy of it is, Sir, that these rights have been 
nequired ui India, the right of the coastal trade and the right 
of growing tea and coffee and the right in oil. {An Konoivrable Blem- 
her : “ And indigo ”), it is a dead trade now—^that all these rights 

should be entirelj' in non-Indian hands. Equal rights; yes, by 
all means equal rights, but equal rights are accompanied by and are derived 
from equal opportunities, {Laia Lajpat Eai : “ Equal iiowers ”), equal 
opportunities lead to equal power. Give us the opportunity and if we 
lag behind, you can saj' it is our misfortune. Have we had the oppor¬ 
tunity 1 AVill you allow us the opportunitj^ ? What about the extract 
just read by my Honoiirable friend, Jlr. Neogy ? What about the 
hundred different tales about Indian commerce, Indian trade ' being • 
brutally suppressed by the English people in the past. I need hardly go 
into that ; it is a matter of history and we all Icnow it. 

Then, it is quite evident that what the report deals with is.the tinie 
when Dominion status shall be established in India, and not the''present 
time. To talk of discriminatory legislation as something reprehensible 
in this present rule and in the present circumstances seems to me, Sir, 
to be more a joke than a sei‘iou.s ai*gument. Are there not already on the 
Statute-book discriminatorj^ laws ? Did any of my friends support us 
when we all rose as one party either for the repeal of those laivs or the 
non-passing of fresh discriminatoi'y laws-? AVhat about the discrimina¬ 
tory Ordinances and Eegulations -which from time to time w-e tried to get 
rid of ? Did you ever support us in that ? Are they not di§c,ri«?inating ■■ 
laws ? What right have you to ask now under the present system and the 
present regime that no discidminating laws should be passed ? 

My Honourable friend was pleased to say, “ I am against dis¬ 
criminating-legislation, both anti-Indian and anti-British ”, Well, I am 
very sorry that my Honourable friend wa.s not in the House when we 
attacked such legislation. He might have had the courage to vote with 
us, but I see other Honourable gentlemen on those Benches who were in 
the House and never stood by us on one single occasion. 

Then you talli of vested rights. Have we no right to ask how these 
rights became vested in you ? Are you not accountable to us, the people 
of the land ? But it is a land of di.scriminations. Wkat we Tvant to do 
is to get rid of this discrimination which is to be found in everything. 
Where is there no discrimination ? Take the political, social, and eco¬ 
nomic spheres ; everywhere there is discrimination, and that to the ad¬ 
vantage of the people whom that group represents. 

But the best answer to the whole speech of the Honourable Sir James 
Simpson was given by my Honourable friend, Sir Victor Sassoon in the 
course of an interruption during Mr. Haji’s speech. He said, “I am not 
an Indian”. That is an answer'to every argument that has been put. 
if you are not an Indian what right have you to say that you must have 
the same privileges as Indians ? I am talking now of an Indian Gov¬ 
ernment. 
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Sir Victor Sassoon : On a point of explanation, Sir. The reason' 
■why I had to point ont to Mr. Haji that I was not an Indian was becanse 
he suggested that I should subscribe capital to these companies, and it was 
to emphasize the fact that he was not encouraging foreign capital for 
these companies that I said I was not an Indian. 

An Honourable Member : “ It comes to the same thing 


Pandit Motilal Nehru : Now, Sir, Avhat is claimed is national treat*- 
ment ? Has anybody ever heard of national treatment except among 
nationals of the same country ? What is national treatment ? Is it a 
thing which goes floating about on the seas Avhich one has to cross between 
India and England ? You have to be a citizen if you claim the rights of 
citizenship. That is the only basis upon which you can claim equality and 
non-discrimination, because in the ease of others who are not citizens there 
can be and there should be and in fact there is in every country discrimina¬ 
tion as regards national treatment. Well, let Dominion status be given, 
let Dominion rule be established, accept and complj’- with the terras upon 
■which Indian citizenship can be acquired and then if discrimination is made, 
you ■will have the right to complain. But Avhat does tlris claim come to, 
this British right as it is called in the present circumstances ? That is 
not a;.jftere right of carrying on the coastal trade of India or to take part 
in “the coastal trade of India. In every other country when you hear of 
prefel'ehce being given to a particular country or a particular Dominion to 
use-' its' own ships in the coastal trade, there is always a pre-existing home 
shipping. The question arises when some other nation or Dominion wants 
tb take part in it, as to how it should be regulated. But what has 
happened here ? Here whatever indigenous beginnings were made—and 
that has not been challenged—^whatever beginnings were made were 
crushed by superior strength, superior backing and superior organising of 
Britishers. That being so, what does this claim come to ? It is not merely 
a claim to remain in peaceful enjoyment of the coastal carrying trade, but 
the claim when closely examined comes to this that it is we Britishers, and 
we alone, who must form the mercantile marine of India. You may talk 
of discrimination in various things, but has anybod}’’ ever heard that dis¬ 
crimination is not permissible, is not advisable, is.not necessary in matters, 
of defence of a country ? Is not this particular question a question pri-,. 
marily of the defence of the country ? What will be the position if we 
have a mercantile shipping ? Is it not going to be our mercantile marine, 
our second line of defence, and if it ever falls to us to defend pur countiy 
is it you or is it we who are to lay down the regulations for it ? The 
present combines may form the mercantile marine of India, but the tragedy - 
of it will be that it will be a mercantile marine of India with no Indian 


on it. Then, again. Sir, take Dominion status and imagine Dominion rule 
fully established. It is -with this rule alone that the report from wHch 
my Honourable friend has quoted deals ; what does it mean ? It means- 
that particular rule in the whole of India. It means that that rule is to 
be established for the citizens of India, for the population of India and 
^ greatest number. That being so, is it just, is 

niononolv one community to say that we shall continue to enjoy the 

acquired. I hbard a beaiitiful 
!i mine of letral ^ |^Sal expression, but I do not profess to be 

‘egal knowledge and to know ever^hing-the expression was 
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of srood "will T rto-^ I'^n 

property along -with the ^ood w^ll your parting with your 

£ couXr N'„7‘f.‘£f'=>' “ thTtatoitroi 

IvL,+^^, 1 restraint is permitted to a limited 

extent in certain instances. In the latter case, when a restraint has to be 
imposed on trade for the political, economic or social advancement of the 
^^-.^bsolntely no limitation. If private interests are likely 
to sutler they will have to suffer. The present is a case I submit which 
Taises a question directly affecting the advancement of the country, and is 
lierefore of national importance. If it becomes necessary at any time— 
^ that it is necessary no^y—^to pass discriminatory legislation, it 

would be perfectly open to the Indian Legislature to do so even before it 
has got Dominion status. But I do not admit that this is discriminatory 
legislation at all. What is there discriminatory in it “> It is not dis¬ 
crimination between individuals or races. It simply lays down that the 
controlling interests in the trade shall belong to nationals. It is entirely 
open to anybody to comply with whatever laws there may be m force and 
become a citizen. Discrimination in legislation, as I said, implies, dis¬ 
crimination between races and individuals. It does not certainly'mean 
regulation of the trade of a country whether coastal or otherwis.e ; it.does 
not mean that the Legislature is incompetent to remove monopolies j it does 
not mean that the Legislature is not to put a stop to exploitation ; it does 
not mean that the Legislature is to perpetuate rate wars. As to discrimina¬ 
tion in other ways, for instance, by giving bounties, raising tariff walls and 
such like, no one will ever object or will ever deny that every country has the 
right to make it. Imagine for one moment that we had our mvn way : 
would you have found Indian-owned shipping in the miserable condition 
in which we find it to-day 1 Could we not have helped it by various means 
and would it not have been able to stand any competition, however strong ? 
It is sometliing like ivhat my Honourable and gallant friend, Colonel 
Crawford said some time ago, that when there is war then Indian politicians 
would be citing law reports and pages of old history. He asked us “ Who 
is there to fight ? How will you fight ? ” How can we fight ? you have 
'made us helpless ; we cannot do it ; we cannot compete with you now. 
Why ? Because you have consolidated your position to such an extent that 
it is not possible for us with our meagre resources without legislative help 
to hold our own against you. 

Mr. K. Aluned : Why not ask for bounties ? 


Pandit Motilal Nehru : Who is there to give us bounties ? WiU 
you { It is like offering battle to your helpless victim ivliom you have 
deprived of all arms and all strength and then you roll up your sleeves and 
say “ Stand up and I will fight you.” We simply want to be put on our 
feet and no more. It is not that you have any right of pre-emption upon 
India. You know how you got it and how you have kept it so far ; and 
now that we are asserting our rights in various directions, is it for you 
to say : “ Oh, this is discrimination.” Discrimination is there from the 

very beginning ; and we are now trying to get out of discrimination bjq 
what you may, if you are so pleased, call in a loose sense, counter-dis¬ 
crimination. Why should the people of the country not resort to it ? 
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Sir, I submit that the wholfc of the argument of my friend v as an 
argument for sending up the Bill to the Select Committee. He said no¬ 
thing against the principle of the Bill, f do not mean to say that the 
measure as drafted is perfect. There is room for improvement, and I 
think the best ve can do is to put our heads together and see if we can 
Teconeiie it with our various view points without in any way alfecting the 
pi'ineiple of the Bill. That there should be an Indian mercantile marine 
in its true sense, I think, everj' reasonable person will admit. 

Mr. G-hanshyam Das Birla (Benares and Goraldipur Divisions ; Non- 
Muhammadan Eural) : Sir,' I rise to support the motion which is before 
this House. Sir, when Sir James Simpson got up to oppose this Bill, I 
expected to liear some very convincing arguments against it. but I was 
very much disappointed to hear him resoi-ting to appeals to Pandit Motilal 
^Vhru in the name of the All-Parties Conference Report and also oppos¬ 
ing the Bill in the name of the consumer wdthout telling us as to how the 
consumer was going to suffer. Sir, so far as the question of racial dis¬ 
crimination is concerned, I think I need not say much. Panditji has 
already replied to his remarks, but I might add that the European section 
of this House by their supporting yesterday a Bill of a discriminatory 
character have cut the ground from under their feet. 

_ J Sir, it has been admitted by the European section of this House that 
in. the best interests of India the Britishers could be deported from this 
country. If, Sir, we accept this principle that the Britishers in the best 
interests of India could be deported from this country, I do not see any 

reason why the British ships might not he deported from India in her best 
interests. 


_ so far as the interests of the consumers are concerned, I wash my 
friend had said something convincing. It is no use saying that under a 

reservation of the coastal trade to Indians, the rates 
of fi eight would go up and that the consumer would suffer. Sir let us 

t? section in this House is not for protecting the 

interest of the Indian consumer. 

Sir James Simpson : Yes. 

^ to tell this frankly to 
them. Let them stand on the ground of self-interest rather than talk of 
the interests of the consumer. I think. Sir, this is sheer hypocrisy. It is 
most insincere to say that they are opposing this BiU on the ground of 
the consumer s interest. Let us examine the history of the last 50 years, 
ot the present shipping concerns owned and controlled by the Britisbers 
by thenr consumer’s interests have been servk and protected 

irade iustan.ee of a company plying for coastal 

the ortotrv Navigation Company Now, Sir, 

and from 1901 to 1925 the'total^?nS' thousand pounds, 

and 71 thousand nonL^f ^ ^ amounted to 51 lakhs 

T''>venty-t^vo per '‘.PP™*^«»ately 22_ per cent. per' annum, 

the consumer’s interests have « the profit wRieh these protectors of 
audaci?Tsa tliar?£v ^5 years. And still they 

on, bir, let us also examine the rate 
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of freight -whieli they charge for the coastal cargo they carry. I have 
calculated that on an average they charge about Rs. 20 per ton for the 
(;oa.stal traffic. If my figure is not correct I would ask my 'friends who 
Icnow about these things to correct me. And, Sir, as eomiiarcd with these 
figures the freight from India to the United Kingdom is about Rs. 16 per 
ton—a distance probably three times the longest distance of a coastal trip. 
That is liow they serve the country ! It comes to this, that they charge 
for the coastal traffic nearly four times the rate they charge for the United 
Kingdom. That means that the importers of food grains and other raw 
materials in the United Kingdom pay a freight rate about 25 per cent, of 
that jjaid by the Indian consumer. Now, Sir, in spite of all these big 
profits, tlie present European concerns interested in the shipping trade on 
the coast could not stand any Indian shipping company to come into tiie 
field. It was estimated during the cnquiiy by Mr. Rangachariar that 
companies with a capital amounting to about 10 crores of rupees were 
ruined on account of the “ rate-war ” and the “ deferred rebate system.” 
The European shipowners have so far been successful in keeping Indian 
companies out of the field bA'- resorting to all kinds of means, fair or foul, 
with the result that the coa.stal trade at present is practically monopolised 
by two English companies. Now, Sir, we can reasonably exiiect that if 
proper protection was given against the.se unfair means, against the deferred 
rebate and rate war systems, by which the present shipping interests have 
.successfully attempted to kill the Indian indiistry, I have not the slighte.st 
doubt that sufficient capital Avould be found in India to take up the trad*' 
which at present is being carried on by these concerns. Sir James Simpson 
very pertinently enquired how India would be able to get 12 crores of 
rupees which would be required to completely displace the foreign concerns. 
Sir, if the Government of India could got from this country every yeai 
through borrowing from 20 to 40 crores of rupees, there is no reason to 
think'that it would be difficult to find the small sum, if I may say so, of 
Rs. 12 crores provided proper protection was given to the Ihdianpndustry. 

Sir James Simpson : Private enterprise is required. 


Mr- Ghanshyam Das Birla : No doubt about that. Do you mean to 
say that the money which Government gets at present from Indians is not 
from private investors ? 8'00<i part of it from the 

'( du Jlonouraltla Memhev : The greater jiart of it. ) •» g 

part of it. 

Now Sir the .suggestion has been made that during the slack season 
the Indian ships would find it difficult to get cargo on the Indian coa^t and 
tiiat therefore their overhead charges would have to fall entuel> 
busy season, and for that purpose the rate of freight will have to be 
automaticallv enhanced. The figures that I have been si^phed witli show 
that during‘lS24 and 1925 the sailings from Rangoon, Calcutta, ^o^^^ay 
nuffiKSaehi u-ere very nearly equally divided between the two half-years. 

a matier of fact no such thing existed as a slack .season. But assuiinme 
4nt iLrc N a as a sffick season, there is no reason to_ believe 

that the Indian .ships would not take to the foreign trade just as is being 
done at present by the pre.sent English-owned concerns. 

Now Sir much lias been said about confiscation and expropriation. 
I must say and it is very well-known in this House that this word was 
introduced fir.si of all by Sir Charles Innes. Sir Arthur Froom, 
a memher of the Mercantile Marine Committee, never suggested that 


LllSJjA 
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reservatioH of the coastal traffic to the Indian ships Avould amonnt to an 
act of expropriation. I do not Avant to go into detail, but if the meaning 
as provided to ns hj* Mr. Ilaji is correct that “ expropriation ” means dis¬ 
possession of property or of proprietaiy rights, I should like to knoAV from 
my friends who is being dispossessed of his property ! If they thinli that 
this organised killing of the Indian trade means to them a proprietafv 
right, then I must saj'' that this proprietaiy right should be taken aw'ay 
from them as immediately as possible. It has also been suggested, Sir, 
during the debate and also in the opinions sent to this Ilouse by the 
various European Chambers that if such a Bill were passed, it would only 
benefit Bombay at the cost of other provinces. I think. Sir, this is a very 
dirty game which has been introduced into this controversy by trying to 
set up one province again.st another. But I would tell my European 
friends that fortunately the provinces have not fallen into the trap laid 
for them. I should like here to refer to a feiv witnesses Avho appeared 
before the Mercantile Marine Committee and to the opinions they expressed 
.about this measure. I should like to cite the evidence of one or two AAut 
nesses from Bengal to shoiv that the people of other provinces do not feel 
that this measure is calculated to benefit Bombay at the cost of the other 
provinces. Sir, before the Mercantile Marine Committee, IMaulvi Muham¬ 
mad Nur-ul-Haq Choudhari of the Central National Muhammadan Asso¬ 
ciation, when questioned whether he wanted the coastal ship])ing to be 
reserved entirely for Indians, said, Yes, I do.” lie Avas asked, “ You'' 
do not Avant any English people on the coastal trade at all ”, and he said, 
/ r do not.” Babu Jogendra Nath Roy of the East Bengal River Steam 
Seiwice, Limited, when^ examined, said that Avithin four or five years bv 
gradual replacement of European .sliips by .ships built by the Indiaii 
Mercantile Marine he Avished that the coastal traffic should be reserved for 
Indians. Kumar Pramatha Nath Roy of the British India A.s,sociation in 
reply to the question : 


the various recommendations Avliich von malte_ for deveioninsr tho 

?mpo"mnl"r- ' ««nch the\"late5 


said : 

“ To navigation bounties and the reservation of the eoasPol trade.” 

evidence of our Honourable 
(Laughter)^' Ahmed of the Indian Seamen’s Union. 

marine*^ of training boys if there is no prospect in the nicreantile 

cerve tile coastal trade for’lXu-oi™e\i'lship'’s"f 
A. That he g;oofl in the beginning. 

Q 5 our Union studied any practical means of arriying at the reservation ? 

'"ill gct^\c*nccc.s\nry‘^fae^^^^ reserve the coastal trade for "Indian shipping, they 

Pion of \ndk legitimate aspira- 

k.v the Euroiman ilemhels marine ? If it is acknoAvledged 

1 thralc it is no nse their House that it is a legitimate aspiration, 

'c.ter altei-native in ease thov r?" onght to suggest some 

“b'ience of any better alternnr the House. In 

alteinative than the present"Bill, Avhat one feels 
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it is ill ^ expressed by the Europeans is not genuine, but that 

almost -111 and nothing more. It is a ivell-known fact that 

llK'ir m the world have in one way or another, protected 

imlti ti ^ I should like to know from the Government of 

„l have done so far. The English ships have been plying 

bet us liave statistics from them to show how many Indians have been 
irainea so far in the ships. Let us have something from them as evidence 
01 tlie ettorts they made to get a real Indian mercantile marine created to 
]ily along the Indian eoasts. Sii-, it could be seen from the historj’^ of the 
past years that the Goveimment of India have been keeping silent, that 
UK*}' have been making no attempts to do anything to protect the Indian 
industries with the result that nearly lls. 10 crores have been lost by 
private enterprise. It is high time that something yas done, and if the 
Goi’'ornment of India arc really seiious, it is tlieir duty, as well as the 
duty of the European Members, to suggest some better proposal if they do 
not like the present one. 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) Mr. President, there has been one very remarkalilc feature in 
this debate—I do not know whether it has struck other Honoimable 
Members besides myself—and that is the singular reluctance on the part 
of all speakers, including the Mover, to refer to tlie Bill which we are 
supposed to be discussing. I do not recollect an}*^ previous case in which, 
the mover of a motion referring a Bill to a Select Committee has spoken 
for over an hour, without any attempt to explain -what the principal pro¬ 
visions of his Bill were and the reasons which he considered justified those 
provisions. I suppose the Honourable Mover believed that the ' Bill' 
hai’ing been before the Assembly in one form or another for a very long 
time, for as Mr. Neog}*- pointed out it was originally brought forward by 
him in a previous Assembly, Honourable Members by this time were so 
familiar wdth its provisions that it Avas unnecessary to say anything 
about them. Still movers of Bills are u,sually expected to have some 
pity on the iveaker brethren Avho.se .study of the A’olnminous papers 
placed before us is not so thorough and energetic as that of the majority, 
and I tihink it is an advantage that, Avhen we are discussing a Bill, Ave 
.sliould not altogether ignore the precise provisions AAdiich find a place in it. 

I am not altogether surprised that the Ilonourable Moyer was a little 
reluctant to say A*ery much about the proAusions of the Bill, because, if it 
is referred bo a Select Committee, I should expect to see' it emerge^ in a 
someAvhat different form from the form in AAdiieh it entered the Committee. 

I do not Avant to occupy the time of the House Avith points Aidiieh are 
really Select Committee points, bnt there are tAvo or three to AAdiich I 
think I ought to draiv the attention of the House as being of some sub¬ 
stance. The fiiAst of them i.s this. Clause 3 of the Bill says . 

“ No common earlier by water shall engage in the coasting trade of India unless 


licensed to do so. ’’ 

That perhaps I might call the operative provision of the AA^hole Bill. I 
wonder Avhether the Honourable Mover of the Bill ever considered Avhat 
the precise effects of these Avords Avould he, because, if the Bill should 
emerge from the Select Committee Avith that clause m its present form, 
it Avould not surprise me if the opposition to the Bill on the part of a 
certain group of Members in this House Avas suddenly to lapse Is the 
HonourSile Member quite sure that any of the ships employed by the 
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inoiiojioly wiiicli lie ailaciced are in fad eomnion carriers ? Tliat is 
ratlier an important point because it ivoulcl put this IIou.se in a somewhat 
luclieroiis po.sition, if after the legi.slation had been ]>assed, it .should 
1 dally fail to carry out its professed purjjo.scs. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty Common carrier by water is defined 
in the definition clause as a common carrier by water engaged in certain 
traffic. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : But the definition clause says 
that “ a common carrier ’’ means a common carrier of a particular sort 
and you Avill harm to get the larvyers to intei’imct the meaning of the 
phrase “ common carrier ”. I admit that it is a Select Committee point, 
but it is a point that deserA’'e.s careful atlention from the Select Com¬ 
mittee. 

The second point to Avhich I Avish to allude is one to A\diich I drcAA" 
the attention of the House on the motion for the circulation of the Bill. 
In clause 1, it is said that Ihe Bill extends to the Achole of the coastal 
Iraffie of British India and of the continent of India. Noaa^ the effect of 


that clause Avould be to apply the condition that no ship .should engage 
in the coastal ti’ade unless it AA^ere licensed to the foreign settlements in 
India, and it Avould also cover the Indian States. Whether it Avould cover 
Ceylon is a matter on Avhieh I am not quite sure. There Avas a sharp 
controversy between Sir Walter Willson and the MoA'er on tlie last occa- 
.sion in Avhich each accused the other of not IcnoAving his geography. 
I am not Avise enough in the laAv to say hoAv the courts Avould interpret 
this phrase, “ the continent of India ” ; but I do think as regards Ceylon 
at any rate the point ought to be cleared up. As regards the foreign 
settlements in India, Goa and Pondicheriy, I do not contend for a moment 
that it is not Avithin the jJoAAmr of the Indian Legislature to pass a laAV 
ipstricting the trade belAveen those Iavo points and British Indian ports 
to Indian ships. I do not say for a moment that it Avould be vffra vires, 
but AAdiat I do say is that if it Avere pas.sed, it Avould invoh'e a contraAmn- 
tion of some of our international obligations, and in particular of the 
maritime convention to which I referred in my preAuous speech. Under 
that convention, the ships of all the signatories are entitled to ply 
betAveen Goa and Bombay let us saj’, , or betAveen Pondicherry and 
Madras ; and if Ave Avere to pass the laAv in ihe form in Avdiich it has been 
introduced, then Ave should have to denounce that particular coiiA'ention 
and I think also our commercial treaties Avith Portugal and Prance. That 
seems io mo an imponant point. As regards the Indian States, the 
position is not quite the same. If British India by agreement Avith the 
Indian States were to impose a restriction by which the trade betAveen a 
l)orl or ports in the Indian States and ports in British India Avere to be 
restricted to Indian A'essels, that could be done as far as I can see Avithout 


bi-cacb ol any iniernational obligation ; but AAdiat I Avould submit to the 
House is this, that it cannot be done simply oAmr the head of the Indian 
1 ..tales. This is not a matter in Avhieh this Legislature can fairly as.sume. 
the final authority, but ought only to proceed in agreement Avith the 
authorities responsible for the administration of the States. Noav Mr 

Mcmber.s of the House, particularly those who 

'mlci-esls as reeards'shinniVt^^ ^ certain States their 

by ihein as idcntic-il Avitb ih ^”*'1 not necessarily regarded 

Kientical AAith the interests of British India. I do not want 
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10 go deeply into this matter, but I think I am referrinf^ to a fact which is 

effect of this difference of opinion as to the 
identity of interests apparently has been to transfer a certain amount of 
trade from Bombay to imrls in Kathiawar. What I want the House to 

consent of the Indian States were not obtained, 
and uffh the two foreign settlements on the coast of India, one on the cast 



over which therefore the Government of India and the Legislature of 
Liitish India have not got full control, I would ask the House very 
Kcriously to consider wliether any measure for the reservation of the 
coRstcu iiaclej biintcd. to trade between Britisli Indian portsi, could in fact 
be effective. It seems to me that there are loopholes all along the line, 
and that it ivould not be difficult for any great shipiiing corporation, 
osjieeially one so sagaciously adni'feiistered' as for example the British 
India Company has always been, to evade the restriction, and if that 
happened, the inevitable effect would he the transfer of a great deal of 
trade from British Indian ports to these other ports. Take, for example, 
the coal trade from Calcutta that goes round to the west coast of India. 
If this Bill were passed in the form that only trade between British 
Indian ports was reserved to Indian vessels, I slionld cxjiecf to find that, so 
far as coal was imported on the west coast of India, it would go round’ 
from Calcutta and he imported at'Bedi Bunder or at Marmagao and reach 
the interior of India in that way. And it is quite obvious that our land 
customs lino could not prevent that in any way, because, ex hypothesi, the 
coal we are speaking of is British Indian coal and could not therefore be 
.subject to anj’- duty of customs. I am not going to elaborate this point 
further to-day. I have .some .sympathy ivith my Honourable friend when 
he preferred to reserve the cream of his arguments for the more select 
audience of the Select Committee. That attitude might argue a certain 
lack of respect to the House in general, and an implication that we arc 
not considered wortliy to hear ivhat Mr. Haji has to tell us as regards the 
economic arguments used hj' Sir Charles Innes. But I am quite .sure the 
Honourable Member did not intend any such disrespect, and, as I .say, 

I agree with him to this extent that it is very difficult when the argument 
one i.s trying to place before the House is largely a matter of detail, it is 
very difficult in a set speech without being intolerably long to make onets 
meaning clear. Tlierefore I shall pass on to another feature of the Bill, 
which is connected, lioweimr, with ivhat I have just been saying. I do 
not know whether the House realizes that, as this Bill is drafted, it wiU 
make it illegal for any subject of an Indian State to take part in the 
trade between a port in his State and a port in British India. It seems 
a rather summary way of treating the subjects of the Indian States, and if 
the Honourable Mover were to tell me that that was not what was intend¬ 
ed, I should without hesitation accept that assurance. But what this 
particular flaw in the Bill, taken along with the others, suggests to my 
mind is this, that as tlierc has been a very long delay between the time 
Avhen the Bill was first brought forward by Mr. Neogy and the time 
I'/hen it has come up for dlseussion iu this House, it is perliaps unfortunate 
tliat those wlio have successively been re.spousibl(l for its fortunes, have 
not devoted a little time to removing the more obvious flaws. I think 
that on the whole the House was fairly entitled to expect that much from 
them. 



732 


LEGISI^ATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[13th Sett. 1928, 


[8)ir George I?criH.y.] 

Sir, llie Government of India have considered very carefully thc.argu- 
ment which I have tried to outline as regards the prohablu'iueffoctitencss 
of the Bill, if the reservation of the coastal trade is confined t)o porLs in 
British India. Their conclusion quite definitely is that it would be in- 
elfcclive, that there are too many loopholes and that therefore the Bill, if 
passed, would not accomplish its object. Now it is obvious, if the Gov¬ 
ernment of India are correct in their tdew, that that is a very serious 
difficulty, because I am quite sure that the supporters of the measure, 
whatever else thej'- want, want it to be effective. I believe also that a 
great manj’ of them, if they were satisfied that the mcfisure was likely;, 
to be ineffecth'e, Avould hesitate a good deal about passing ik At this 
point perhaps I might throw back a little as a preface to what I am going' 
to say. In the si)eech that I made at the time of the circulation of the 
Bill I said this : 

“ I am aaxioii.s to irake it dear that ivh'ile Govcniiiicnt do not oppose the motion 
for eirenlatioii, tho,\ do regard the ohjections raised by Sir Charles Iniics on that occa¬ 
sion a.s vciy borion’s and very important, and unless a further examination of the sub- 
,icct sliould* bhon that they were not well-founded, these objections would, I think, be" 
icgauhil by them as voiy nearly conclusive against the scheme.” 

Frankly, I was disappointed tviicn Mr. Haji told ns Ic-day, Sir, that ho 
was going to reserve his reply to the arguments of Sir Charles Innes foy^ 
the Select Committee, because, Mr. President, I shall not be a member of' 
the Select Committee if it is appointed, and therefore I .shall have no 
opportunitj’’ of hearing the reply to these arguments. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : On a point of order, Sir, is it open to the Honour¬ 
able Memlier in charge to say that' he would not he a member of the 
Select Committee ? If my recollection serves me right, the rules are 
perfectly definite on the point, that whether or not the Honourable 
Member is named specifically' in the motion, he is automatdcally a member 
of the Select Committee. 

Mr. Sarahhai Nemchand Haji : May I say on a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. 

Mr. President : One by one ; let tin's point be disposed of. Mr. 
Neogy has raised the point that the Honourable Member is not entitled to' 
say that he would not be a member of the Select Committee, and he 
refers me to a Standing Order which saj'-s that a member in charge of 
the-Bill on behalf of the Government becomes ex-officio member of the 
Select Committee on tliat particular Bill. Is that the point the Hqnourl* 
able Member raised ? 


Mr. K. C. Neogy : Yes, Sir. 


Mr. President : The Honourable Member, by virtue of his being the 
Government Member in charge of that ] 5 artieular Bill, becomes cx-offiicio 
member of that Select Committee. It is absolutely clear. 


r Sir George Rainy : Before the point of order is 

Sir, T had ahvays understood that the “ member in 
menf tS tanding Order meant the member in charge of a GoA'ern- 

I'lt. President : I am open to correction. 
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Mr. K. 0, Neogy : Sir, I invit'e attention to Standing Order No. 40. 

I'cr to M-hose department the Bill rehtoa, the iimm. 

Council, if L”i n Gcner.il’s ExoeatjxT 

mul it slnll unV V tjie Assembly, shall be members of every Select Comouftoo 


Mr. President ; Is it Standing Order 40 ? 

■• Mr. K. 0. Neogy ; 40, Sir. 

(lie pohil^ofwSr \ nonourable Member got anything to say on 

'She Honourable Sir Oeorge Eainy ; I am quite prepared to accept it. 
Mr. President : I congratulate the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Sarabhai Neinchand Haji : On a ‘point oI personal explanation, 


Ml'. President ; The Honourable Member will have the right of reply. 
Ihen lie can make any explanation he likes. 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy ; Sir, I onm an apology to the 
Honourahle Member for unjustly attributing to him tlie base motive that 
ho wished to withliold fj'om me tlie admirable arguments ivith which he 
'has no doubt furnished himself as regards this question. But', Sir, the 
Honourable Mover has not supplied tWs House witli tlie arguments—in 
reply to the economic objections raised by Sir Charles Innes—I think 
he ought to haA'e done so for these objections were essentially objections 
for the second reading and not Select Committee objections, and however 
much they^ may impress memhcr.s of the Select Committee, I think tliat 
the lIou.se is entitled to hear them. But instead of replying to Sir Charles 
•Inncs' arguments, he comiilained bitterly of the improper eoncluct of Sir 
Charles Innes in taking advantage of an opportunity not intended for the 
])urposc to give at full length the whole of the difficulties and objections 
he felt to the reservation of the coastal trade. Now, Mr. President, whom 
did it injure ? In Marcli 192G, Sir Charles Innes stated the objections 
‘ at length so that they should be fully before the country, and that all the 
ympporters of the scheme .should have the most ample opportunity of reply¬ 
ing to them and showing that the.y were unfounded. 

. -Is that unfair ? I admit that when Mr. Ilaji first said that the 
conduct of Sir Charle.s Innes was unworthy of a member of Government, 

I tl'.ought he Avas on the point of commending him. Very fresh in our 
minds hs what we constantly hear from the Benches opposite as to the 
charaeter of Government, and when 1 heard that Sir Charles Innes Avas 
unAvorthv, it seemed to me that he had found favour in the sight of the 
Honourahle Member. But it Avas not. .so. Not oven on that occasion has 
one member of the Government found favour in the sight of one member 
of the Opposition ! But I do think that Avliatever may be the charaeter 
ot 'fhis GoA'crnmeiit' on ordinary occasions, I really cannot see that &ir 
Charles Innes deserved any censure AvhateA'er for the line he took on that 
occasion, and the po.sition is this. 

Mr. B. Das : But Sir Charles Innes did not bring up the Eesolution 
foi’ discussion in the Ijegi.slative Assembly. Let me quote the amend- 
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inent moved l)y Sir Ciiarles Innes to the Resolution of Sir. Siv^aswamy Iyer 
on the 19lh March, 1926—and that was carried ; v 

“ Tliat llie debate on all subjects covered by the Eesolution, except the proiiPsed 
training ship, be adjou'ncd till the next )Scssion, and that, as regards the training shij>, 
the Assembly jecommends, etc., etc.” 

Sir Charles Innes did not fnifil this promise. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, Sir Charles Innes on thai 
occasion acted subject to your approval, and I have no doubt that if his- 
conduct was unworthy, that approval tvonld not have been given. 

What remains is this, that it is 24 years since Sir Charles Innes stated 
these objections, and so far a.s this House is concerned, they remain un¬ 
answered to this day. The Honourable Mover, except on the,, point of 
expropriation, made no attempt to deal with the economic argument, and 
I think I am entitled to claim that that being so, and in vie^v of the fact 
that last March I indicated clearly the very .serious view that Government 
were inclined to take of these arguments, the Honourable Mover cannot 
exjieet that Government should lightly dismi.ss their arguments and ex¬ 
press their concurrence with him. , . 


Noav, Mr. President, there is one aspect of the case to which I mirst 
devote two or three sentences, and that i.s the que.stion Burma. I mo.sl 
sincerely hope that some Member w'ho comes from Burma will deal more 
fully with that aspect of the matter. As nearly as I can make out, more' 
than half the coastal trade in India is trade between India and Burma. 
Apprehensions were expressed by Sir Charles Innes—and he gave very 
good reason^ for them, though I know quite well that the Members op¬ 
posite do not accept these reasons—^lie gave his reasons for believing 
that the rc.seiwation of the coastal trade would mean a more expensive 
.service and higher freights. Now if that should happen I think yoii 
Avould get an irresistible demand from Burma that they should be left 
out of the scheme of reservation of the coastal trade. It is very unlikely 
that for many years to come the Burmese people themselves will take 
much, if any. part in the coastal trade, and if they think that the effect 
of reservation is to raise freights against them, we shall be faced by a 
strong and etfeetivc demand that reservation be AvithdraAvn. The House 
knoAA’s pei-feetly Avell that in various matters in recent years it has been 
strongly felt in Burma that their economic interests -are not the same 
as the economic interests of India. That AAms felt in the ease of the steel 


duties, of the exiAort duties on rice, and of the export duties on hides and 
skins. In these matters we hav^e to consider the interests of India as a 
Avhole, and it is not competent for us to impose different rates of duty at 
different ports. It was considered that the interests of India as a Avhole 
demanded these duties and therefore Ave had no alternatiAm but to apply 
Ihem in Burma. But that is not so, Sir, as regards the reseiwation of 
coastal trade. There is no international obligation on our part that Avonld 
oblige us. if Ave reserved any part of that trade, to reserve the Avhole of 
•Ilia n ^'' 9 ^dd be perfectly competent to exclude trade betAveen India 
T AAuthout any breach of international obligations. 

Burma AA^ere done, the decision AAmuld be acceptable to 

^tember froiuTLp+^ right to mention this, Sir, but I hope that some 

Bom that province will deal with the matter more fully, 
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r.coine now, Sir, to the very interesting speech which we heard from 
the Hononrsble Pandit, the Leader of the Opposition. The statements 
iie ’■■made wei'e of absolute^' first class importance, and I have no doubt 
that they will receive very earne.st consideration from the Members of the 
Eui'opean Group to whom most of them ■were chiefly addressed. What, in 
effect, he said was this ; Accept Dominion status as the principle of 
India’s future government and then I will talk to you of removal of dis¬ 
crimination. In his view the two things hang together, that India should 
get Dominion status and that in that ease there should be no discrimina¬ 
tory legislation. He called that a sporting offer. I know that the 
Honourable Member is a sportsman and any offer coming from him is 
likely to be a sporting one. But I am not quite sure that the phrase 
“ sporting offer ” is entirely congruous in the language used in the 
famous quotation from the report, especially with the words “it is in¬ 
conceivable What the Honourable Pandit has offered to-day on 
behalf of India isMo refrain in certain circumstances from pursuing the 
course which he recognised to be inconceivable. Well that is not quite 
such a sporting offer as some I have heard. I think the Honourable 
Member, if he tries, can do better than that, because to refrain from Lhe 
inconceivable is a task not be 3 ’'ond the capacity of any Member in ibis 
House. He went on to offer some very important explaiiatioRS. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : On a point of personal explanation, Siiy 
I used the words “ sporting offer ” in connection with my intention 
that it tvas not discriminating legislation ; hut even so, if they admit 
the Dominion status, I offered to accept the invitatiou. 


The Honourable Sir George Eainy : Hmust apologise to the Honour¬ 
able Pandit, I had not quite appreciated his attitude. Th^ reason why 
I failed to do so I think was that the phrase about the “ sporting offer 
came fir.st and his explanation, which I clearly followed, that he did 
not regard this Bill as discriminatory legislation,^ came later on. 

Mr. President ; It did come. 

The Honourable Sir George Tlainy : I fulty r^ogmse that, Sir, 
I had no intention and I am sure the Honourable Pandit vdl aeqmt 
me of any intention of misrepresenting him. I fully admit tnat on his 
view that the Bill is not discriminatory legislation, it was something of 
a sporting offer. He was prepared to go beyond the report and to 
discuss the question as to whether this legislation shoitld go through or 
not So much for that. The Honourable Pandit anticipated wnat I was 
Sut to Ty .“regards the fact that he did hot regard thm legfato" 
as discriminatory. I am quite sure that this particular statement of 
the greatest possible interest to the European Group. I am a littl 
Sraid however, that the value that they may have been inclined to 
aSch to the statement in the report submitted to the Lucloiow Con- 
attacii to afternoon as it was this moimiug. 

SmSsforTMitlv on tho ground that it what you want is nyioual 
S atmeS thL yon muat become a national. -jd .1 *o Member o. 
d-uo Wtirnnpan Group were to make themselves British Indian citizens 
STfiP^-Tifnew coStM then of course they would be in exactly 
S?e^same position as other British Indian nationals, but that if they 
remain outside, then they must not expect national treat- 
SnfS the liTsensr Weil, Sir. tbjt may have been the Honoimable 
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[Sir George Rainy.] I, 

Pandit’s meaning, Imt I do not think the words in his famous utterance' 
are such as to convey it. “ It is inconceivable ” he said “ that there 
can be any discriminating legislation against any communit 3 ^ doing 
busine.ss lawfull 3 ^ in India. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru: In the Commonwealth of India when 
established. 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy : " Any conimunit 3 >- doing busi¬ 
ness lawfull 3 ^ in India ? ” I fulH' aecejit the Honourable Member's state¬ 
ment as to what he meant, but I cannot admit that he said it on that oc¬ 
casion, and I think we are indebted to my Honourable friend Mr. Haji 
for bringing forward this Bill because it has given us an opportunit 3 ’’ 
of eliciting what the real meaning of the Honourable Pandit is. 

I would turn now—and what I have been sajdng about the statement 
of the Honourable Pandit leads up to it-—^to Avliat I regard as b 3 ’^ far the 
most important aspect of this Bill. It is this : In British Colonies and 
Dominions in many parts of the world, but especially' in Africa, it is the 
dut 3 ' of tlie Government of India to maintain an unceasing struggle in the 
interests of the Indians who have settled there ; and our mo.st powerful 
weapon has hitherto been the claim that the Indians who go to these 
territories are entitled to equal treatment as compared with other British 
subjects, and that there shall be no discrimination on racial grounds. The 
Honourable Mover and his supporters would disarm us and leave us help¬ 
less in the presence of the Governors of these territories. 


Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Question ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : It is all very well for Honour¬ 
able Members to say that this Bill is not discriminatory, but it is not 
their opinion that will count, nor is it the opinion of the Government of 
India that will count ; it is the opinion of the Government of the Union 
of South Africa that will count. (Lala Lajpat Bai t “ Which happens 
at present to be the case.”) and the Government of the Colon 3 '- of 
Ken\-a and the Government of the mandated territory of Tangan 3 dka ; 
and when our agents interview the authorities in these territories 
and ask for equal treatment and no discrimination, the 3 '^ will be 
met with the repty “ Oh, wh 3 ^ do 3 mu object to it ? You do it 
yourselves. ” I will put it to the Honourable Member ; I will 
make it ver 3 " clear what I mean. If this Bill had been limited to this, 
that the coastal trade of India was to be reserved to nationals in the or¬ 
dinary sense, and that is to companies registered in the eountiy, which is 
the usual test of the domicile of a company, then I think he could have 
argued that there was no racial discrimination. But if 75 per cent, of 
^^^,,‘^^Tital is_ to be reserved for British Indian nationals, if 75 per cent, 
of the managing agenc 3 ^ i'^ to be reserved for nationals, and if another 
10 ]ier cent, which for the moment has escaped my memor 3 '‘ is also to be 
1 racial discrimination and nothing else. AssuredW I 

Pen ^ 1 Tr perfectly helpless if I attempted the task of convincing 

sklcr^nt I '^’^0 t^iat the House will eon- 

uortanoc T because it is of absolutely first class im- 

'-idcs feel as re^ivrirHonourable Members on both 
Colonics. I am ncrfcoiu- Indians in the British Dominions and 
to do anvthiu" whipL tbe very last thing that the 3 - desire 

- n, ^vhicb vould restrict and hamper the power of the 
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Government of India, as the agent of India, to protect these people and 
to secure for them the best treatment possible. But I am veiy much 
-afraid that if this Bill jiasses and becomes law, the effect upon the treat¬ 
ment of Indians in many of these territories eould only be described as 
‘deplorable. I would therefore ask the House to think tAvice and three 
times before it agrees to- this particular xiToposal. 

I think, Sir, that I have A^^ery little to add to Avhat I have said, and I 
should like to leave the matter there. The Government of India are 
unable to accept the motion for a Select Committee. I must leaA’^e it to the 
House to decide AAuth a full sense of responsibility Avhat they avlU do, but 
the GoA^eiTiment of India must oppose the motion for referring the Bill to 
a Select Committee. 


One Avord more, Sir. The Honourable mover said that any one Avho 
opiposed this Bill must he regarded as definitely opposed to the develoj)- 
ment of an Indian mercantile marine. Well, Sir, I repudiate that. Honour¬ 
able Members may believe me or not, but I cannot refrain from saying it, 
I repudiate that charge. I am sincerely interested, and the Govei‘nment_ of 
India are sincerely interested, in securing the dcAnlopment of an Indian 
mercantile marine. 


Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City -. Non-Muhammadan Ur¬ 
ban) : Is there any proof ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Honourable Members have 
said that Ave are very slow. It is not the first time that I have lieard that 
particular accusation brought against the Government of India 
that accusation is brought A'ery frequently I am afiaid beie . ‘ , ‘ 

sometliino- in it. But if A\’e eould once get this entirely impossible pio- 
po.sition,“as I regard it, namely, the reservation of the coastal tvade out 

rev"lop’a“lnfflS mSoantile marine by the reservabon o£ the eoastal 

trade. 


The Assembly then adjonined till Eleyen of the Clock on Friday, the 
14th September, 1938. 
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Friday, 14th Sepiemler, 1928. 


■Kx .-^ssembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 

Mr. President in the Chair. • 


(1) ALLEGATIONS IN CERTAIN NEWSPAPERS 
TIALITY AND BIAS AGAINST Mr. PRESIDENT. 


OF PAR- 


(2) ALLEGED PROPAGANDA BY THE HOME DEPARTMENT 
AGAINST Mb. PRESIDENT. 


Pandit Motilal Nehru (Cities of the United Provinces : Noii-Muham-- 
madan Urban) : Sir, I beg permission to draiv your attention and the 
attention of the House to a series of gross idolations of .the privileges of 
this House which have, taken place during the last few day's.' ‘Statements 
and comments have appeared in the Press whieli constitute very serious 
charges against you, Sir, as President of this House and thereby against 
the honour of the whole House. The first of these charges was, made in 
the Times of India in its issue of the 8th of September, and that'is, as 
far as T can see, the beginning of this campaign of vilification. It is 
stated at page 9 of the issue of the 8th September : 

“ The Home iMember this afternoon made his promised statement'.tn.rwly to .that 
by the President 3 'esterday in regard to the institution of a separate Assenibly''»Vt?retariui, ■■ 
A good deal of publieitj- 1ms been done in preparation for this discussion in order, 
apparentl.v, to prejudice tlie Government position. Your correspondent makes no sug¬ 
gestion that this publieitj' was inspired bj' anj'body. ” 

—I Avisli the House iiarticularly to notice these last words— 

“ yVhen the subject began to fill the air sometime ago he asked in a proper 
quarter whether any information could be-vouclls.'iied .about it and was giiVnr*as a 
eo'urtesj' to the Assemblj' President, a polite but decided ansver in the negative.” 

Now, Sir, it is a very common device adopted by journalists of a 
particular class to make a .definite suggestion and say that no suggestion 
is meant. I'submit that this denial of any suggestion-^.-*'your cor¬ 
respondent makes no suggestion that this publicity’' was inspii’ed by^ any¬ 
body ”—^ivill strike any reader as a suggestion that publicity was done 
in favour of your scheme by yourself. Read the whole jlassage and 
examine it In the context in which it appears. 

Then, Sir, we find another statement in the same issue and on the 
same page. It runs thus : 

“ The President then, witho\it mentioning the Government’s pleu of urgeaey or 
referring to what the Law Member had said, ruled that as copies of the Bill luul not been 
made available for three daj's the matter should stand over.” , 

Here, Sir, is a clear charge of partialitj’- against the Chair and it 
consists of an utter falsehood, namely, that you did not refer to what 
the Law Member had said on the motion in question. The House will 
remember that the motion was a point of order taken by me that it was 
ultra vires of this House to take up the consideration of tlie Bill called 
the Public Safety Bill. Then, there is a suggestion that you purposely 
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[Pandit Motilal Nehru.] 

did not refer to the answer by the Honourable the Jlome Member to your 
question about the urgency of the measure. Now, the House will reihem- 
ber that, after I had made my motion aiid after .some speeches were made 
by the Honourable the Home Memben and others, the Chair was pleased 
to ask the Law Member Avho was present to lielp the House with his ad- 
luee. The Honourable the Law Member relied upon the previous publica¬ 
tion of this Bill in the Gazette and said that Order 38 upon 
which I relied did not apply. Immediately after that or in the course 
of the debate—cannot say as to the exact point of time— 
the'Chair was also pleased to ask the Home Member whether there was 
any urgency in the matter. As far as I can remember—and here I 
speak subject to correction—^the answer was that the Government con¬ 
sidered it to be a matter of great urgency. No special facts constituting 
the urgency were brought to the notice of the House, but what was 
stated was that in the opinion of the Government it was a matter of the 
greatest urgencj'. I shall draw the attention of the House now to your 
ruling, so that the House can see whether there is any foundation for the 
statements made which I have just read out. Your ruling is not a long 
one, Sir, and with yoiir permission I shall read it ; 

"It is a very difficult question as the Law Member has already pointed out. I 
think, all difficulties will be solved if I were to postpone a decision on this question. That 
•vvill mean that the consideration stage would go to the nest day and no difficulty would 
Arise. But I do not propose to take that course. I t.ake the responsibility of giving my 
own ruling, as I understand it. There is absolutely no doubt that this motion cannot 
be made unless copies of the Bill had been made available to the Honourable Members 
three days before to-day. The question is whether in this case copies of the Bill’have 
been made available to Honourable Members three days before to-day. I am clearly 
of opinion that publication of the Bill in the Government Gazette cannot dispense^ rvith 
the obligation which is laid by the Standing Orders on the office to mahe copies available 
to Honourable Members.” 


I put jt to tb.e House whether this is not disposing completely of the 
argument of the Honourable the Law Member. The ruling continues : 

' ‘ That expression has a special meaning attached to it by the Standing Orders, and 
in the absence of any direction by my predecessor as to the manner in which the 
Bill is to be deposited .at the places in which it is to he deposited, I am afraid I must 
hold that copies of the Bill have not been made available to Honourable Members three 
days before to-day. I therefore rule that this motion, cannot be made to-d.ay, unless, 
the Standing Orders are suspended. As no request has been made in this behalf, it is 
uimeeessnrj'^ for the Chair to consider that point.” 


Now, Sir, it is very true that you did not refer to the answer of the 
Honourable the Home Member to your question about urgency. As will 
he apparent to the House that question and that answer, if they were 
relevant at all. were relevant to the question of suspension of the Standing 
Orders. You disposed of that, Sir, by saying that there was no 
request before you and therefore you could not go into the question. I 
therefore submit that it i.s a malicious suggestion to say that you pur¬ 
posely omitted any reference to the answer of the Honourable the Home 
klember. That is number one. 


reported in the Indian Daily Mail of the 10th 
sLUiZ published in Bombay,'which publishes a Free Press telegram 


course 


of which ho "Daily Telegraph sends a lengthy xopoit in the 
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What follows is a quotation— 

“ Pandit Motilal Keliru’s scheme to outivit Government (by postponing the anti¬ 
communist Bill) succeeded, thanks to the responsive President of the Assembly,...” 

—The meaning there, the insinuation there, is quite clear— 

” ....President Patel” 


—It goes on, (again a quotation)— 

quite con^'enidntly refrained from giring Mr. Crerar an opportunity to make an appli¬ 
cation for the suspension of Standing Orders....” 

—This is a direct and definite charge— 

*' The decision given by Mr. Patel is regarded as illogical, to say the least, and it is 
Strongly suggested.... ” 

—I would call your attention to these words— 

** .... and it is strongly suggested that it was due to pressure brought to bear on be¬ 
half of Partj’ interests.” 

(Cries of “ Shame ”-from Congress Party Benches.) There can¬ 
not be a more scandalous libel on the President than this. 


Mr. President : What paper is it ? 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : This is a quotation from the message 
sent by the Simla correspondent of the Daily Telegraph of London, aM 
I am reading from the Indian Daily Mail of the 10th September, 1928. 


Then it goes on : 

“It is abundantly clear that the Department”— ^ 

—With reference to the Assembly Secretariat— 

» cannot be separated from the Government and placed under the control of a body 
-which from political motives nnsintorpret rules and regulations narping them to s t 
Party purposes.” 

This, I submit. Sir, is most malicious : 


‘' He also says '' 

_This is the indirect report of the Free Press 


it is not in inverted 


“““ho ai..It»f: “Sf.rr 

*«»'«•» tJA.»»bl, in Ih. .« n,.nngom.nl nn4 

""'"noiv Sir : do not know, who this Simla oorrefyoudent of Je Uoig/ 
reieorirek b.’but if he b what he describes himself to be, he should be 
in Press Gallery and subordinate to yonr jurisdiction. 

Mr K Ahmad (Bajshahi Division t Muhammadan 
.1,0 the^ortei of the “ Forward Let him contradict jh 

pandit Motilal H.hm : ““day. “are wfhSfX cor-' 

closures made conduct and cor¬ 
respondent of the th Government, to the Government 

'afa ^hr'^id S sLtoSual memhem of the Government, not 

bat your correspoudent is ^riucri y I , „ aeJiaitc move in 

taetie. vvM.h ">"«,»«,,f‘?SwnP5 the aetbodly ot lb. Otair. 

“ ZT.: .rC.lel- mm ..,1,.. m y.nv, Mr. Patel 
has been on the Government black list. 

(Laughter.) a2 

JjllBLA 
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It is no matter for laughter ; it is a very serious matter. 

' ‘ Long suspect, he is non openly accused in the Government lobbies by officials of 
being partial. * It is a put up job was the comment of one official hleniber on Pandit 
Motilal Nehru’s point of order on the Public Safety Bill. ‘ Patel is dead against us’.” 

The tvords “ It is a put up job ”, a remark attributed to one official 
Member on my point of order and the words “ Patel is dead against us ” 
are in inverted commas. 


Then it goes on : 

“ Nor does the antagonism to the Chair end there. The Simla correspondent of a 
Government spoon-fed newspaper definitely accused the President of the Assembly....” 

Mr. President : What newspaper ? 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : 

“ The Simla correspondent of a Government spoon-fed newspaper definite^ accused, 
the President of the Assembly the other day of doing publicity work....” 

—This is the Times of India — 

‘ ‘ for his scheme of attaching the Legislative staff to the Chair and wilfully misre- 
ported the decision of Mr. Patel on the question of the proper publication of the Anti- 
Bolshevist Bill. ’ ’ 

This remai'k, I can say, is perfeetljr correct. There certainly was a 
misrepresentation of your decision. The comment goes on : 

* ‘ More serious and more dcrogator 3 ' to the dignitj’ of the Chair .are the telegrams 
which are being sent to a London newspaper bj' a Press correspondent in close touch 
with the Government.” 

This is important—Simla correspondent of the Daily Telegraph is 
” in close touch with the Government ”. 

“ .... In these, Mr. Patel is being definitely accused of partiality and bios. _ Now, 
if there were anj'- foundation for suspicion as to jMr. Patel’s conduct in the Chair, the 
proper place to raise the matter would be oil the floor of the House. This the Govern¬ 
ment dare not do, because they have no case. Their present underhand action is caused 
by theii fhagiiii at not being able to have things all Ihcir o\ni way and is an attempt 
to cover up the Pailianientary inefficiency of their Hront Bench. It is difficult to 
believe.” 


—Now comes the very important passage— 

” It is difficult to believe that the responsible Government spokesmen are actively 
concerned in this iiause.atiiig propaganda. ” ' 

{Cries of “ Shame.”) 

—^Noav come the important words : 

“ but TOlii • oiicspondent has definite evidence which goes fai to inciiiniiiate the Home 
Department.” 

That is all that I need read, Sir. Here are definite charges, made by the 
special correspondent, as lie calls himself, of the Pioneer, both against 
the Government as a wliole and some official Jlembers who are not named 
here. It is Suggested, Sir, that you put me up to raise that point of order, 
that It was a put up matter between you and me and that it was lore- 
arraiiged that my point of order would be allowed. That is the suggestion 
made, ^ow I vyant to explain to the House my part in the raising of 
A ?truek me late on Saturday night. I consulted 

wh;eb\’ ^ i , point W'hich needed looking into for 

would not lm°T °^ Sunday and the Library 
ZpLt?ask Well, it struck me that I might with 

jNIr. Patel H he to help me in this matter and I phoned to 

he could kindly oblige me by getting me some books that I 
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wanted on a Sunday : lie replied he could. The next day I sent through 
my typist a list of the books I wanted, and a couple or hoin’S later I 
found those books in my room. A chairrasi of Mr. Patel brought them: 

I do not knov.’ where they came from, but of course, they were Govern¬ 
ment books, and eame from .some GoA-ernment Library. Then I studied 
the point. 1 made my notes. Put I was undecided up to the A’ery last 
moment wliether I should take the point or not. On hlonclay morning, 
when T attended at question time, I Avent over to my Honourable friend 
Lala Lajpat Rai. I consulted him AA'hether it Avas a point that I could 
properly talce. The aspect AAhich I put before him Avas this, that my 
point Avas based on the inherent rights of Englishmen and the liberties 
of Englishmen and Avhether it AA'ould look proper for me, an Indian, to 
champion the cause of Englishmen in this House. Lala Lajpat "Rai gave 
me the adAuee that it Avas a point Avhich should he taken and that it did 
not matter Avhetlier it was the chamiiioning of the liberties of Englishmen 
or of anj'" other class of people. It Avas then and not until then that I 
made up mj^ mind to take that point. I be]ie'''e Honourable friend, 
Mr. Birla, Avas also present at this conversation betAveen me and Lalh 
Lajpat Rai. So' that you Avill .see that it is a most pernicious thing to 
say that this was a pre-arranged thing, AA-^hen the Mover, namely, myself, 
Avas not certain up to the very last moment if he should take the point 
of order or not. Then I can say, and I say this most emphatically before 
this House, that I never had and do not haA’^e up to this moment the 
faintest inlding as to what your ruling is going to be upon that point 
of order. This charge then against you and me, and I aviII say against 
the whole House, is a most scandalous libel and the grossest violation ox 
the privileges of this House and must be dealt vuth severely. r\Ow, Sir, 

I do not know AA'hat you Avill do, but I submit that if an enquiiy is 
necessary you aagII he pleased to hold that enquiry about these allegations 
against Government as pointed out by the Pioneer. As regards the 
telegram to the Daily Telegraph Avhich Ava-s cabled out here and also 
the°remark of the Times of India, I submit that you haA'e ample juris¬ 
diction to deal Avith them on the spot, but, of course, I Avill take yom* 
ruling whatever it is. I do not Avish to take up any 
House. My business Avas .simply to draAV the attention of the JJope to 
these gross abuses of privilege and I leave the matter entirely in the 
hand.s of the House and of the Chair. 

Mr President : Before the .subject matter raised by the 
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition is further discussed, I should 
'like to clear the atmosphere by making a fcAv observations. Theie aie, 
as I understand, four points involved in the statement made by the 
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition and the report of the Special 
Cmiespondent of the Pioneer. My attention was first drawn yesterday 
■Rv th^Leader of the Opposition to that report. I asked him to give me 
a^copy of the Pioneer Avhich he did in the afternoon and.I carefully read 

it. ^ 

4s T have said four points arise. One is the conduct of tke Corre- 
of the Times of India ; the .second is the conduct of the Simla 
Correspondent of the London Daily Telegraph ; the third is that 

+ nurtieiilarlv the Home Department are engaged in what this 
^aner describes as a “ nauseating propaganda ” to discredit the Chair-; 
.and the fourth is that some -individual officers of Government at any rate 
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are busily engaged in sueli propaganda. These are the four points 
involved. I should like further to explain what I know with reference 
to the request made by the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition for- 
books in connection with the point of o)-der which he had raised the other 
day. On Saturday night, when I Avas about to retire, I was ’phoned up 
by the Leader of the Opposition and asked whether I could help him to 
get some books which he wanted next day, nainel 3 ’’, Sunday. I at once 
replied : “ Would you kindh'^ send me a list of the books to-morrow 

and I would try ”. Next morning I got the list from him and put it 
on my table Avithoiil catu looking into it. I then ’phoned up^ Mr. 
Dhurandhar, the neAv Secretary of the Assembly, and asked him Avhether 
he would be good enough to find out the Librarian and send ^ him on to 
me. lie said he AA'ould do it. After an hour the Librarian appeared 
and I asked my chaprassi to hand over the list Avhich Avas lying on my 
table to the Librarian and told the Librarian to get the books which 
were required. I was then about to go out for a Avalk. I left word with, 
my chaprassi that if the books came they should be immediately sent 
OA^'er to Pandit Motilal Nehru in Room No. 158, Cecil Hotel. When I 
came back, my chaprassi gave me the ncAvs that the books had been 
brought and were duly handed over to the Honourable Pandit. It was 
brouglit to mA’’ notice next cA^ening that one official Member was 
openly saying that he could not possibly believe, that he did not believe, 
and that he refused to belieA'-e, that I Avas taken by surprise by tlie point 
of order raised b}’ Pandit Motilal Nehru, and the reason he guA^e was 
that I had sent for books from the Library and I could not possibly be 
unaware of the point of order that aaos raised bj" Pandit Motilal Nehru. 
After this Avas broxight to mjf- notice. I asked the ncAv Secretai'y of the 
Assembly as soon as I met him next morning as usual in my office : 

“ What is the meaning of all this ? I ’phoned jmu up. I asked jmu to 
send me the Librarian, and how is it that GoA’^ernment Avere put in posses¬ 
sion of that information ”. He imniediatelj’ told me that he AA'as in a 
certain room in a particular office yesterdaj’’, i.e., Monday, and there the 
Librarian was sent for bj^ one Honourable Member and asked AAdiether I had 
sent for certain books from the Library on Sunday. He further said 
that he himself was asked AAdiether I had sent for certain books. I 
wondered whether I Avas really the President of the Assemblj’’ or was 
1 a suspect and criminal that mj’' movements Avere lieing Avatehed in this « 
way? (Some Honourable Members on ihe Congress Benches 

bhame ) Order, order. I do not AA'ish to mention the name of the 
honourable Member nor do I AA’ish to go further into this matter. (An 
HoMuhle Member : “ The House demands it ”.) I now a.sk the’ 
raispd Aw + 1 *^^ discussion to the four points which have been 

is one Pioneer and by Pandit klotilal Nehru. There 

would ask the S^eevefn knoAV before we proceed further. I 

of the London ' Daily TV/p ” ^^^7^ House avIio the Simla correspondent 
seat in the Press ’”^^®ther he enjoj^s the privilege'of a 

Fress Gallery and Avhen Avas the ticket issued, and by whom. 

has been receded in fte^office^ (ITn correspondence that 

e cannot hear you ” ) tint Members : “ Louder please. 

Telegraph and the Morning pSt V of the Dailij 



ALLEGATIONS AGAINST JIB. PRESIDENT. 


746 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : ]\Ir. President, in 
spite of the somewhat elaborate sjieeeh which was made by the Honour¬ 
able Pandit, I confess that I have some difficulty in appreciating what 
the precise proposition is which he has laid before the House. I under¬ 
stand, however, broadlj’’ that he wishes to raise in a general way the 
question of a series of comments, which he largely quoted, dealing with 
the rulings and the actions of the Chair. He quoted those statements 
at some length and I presume that he expects me to make some reply 
as regards them. Now, so far as matters relating to the Press are con¬ 
cerned, two points appear to arise. ’ The Honourable Member made a 
reference to admission to the Press Gallery. As regards the particular 
point of admission to or exclusion from the Press Gallery and the grounds 
on which action in that connection ought to be taken, that is a matter 
entirely within your discretion and I have no observations to make with 
regard to it. As regards the general question of comment and criticism 
in the Press, that may very well be a matter for the consideration of the 
House, but it is not one for which I, either personally or on behalf of the 
Government, can assume a responsibilitj’' to reply, to criticise, to apprcwe, 
to disapprove, to associate m 3 ^self or dissociate myself. In spite of what 
has been frequentlj'’ urged in this House, the Press of this country is a 
free press and an 3 * comment contained in that Press, so long as it is 
within the limits of the law, is not a matter with which Government or 
any indmdual member of Government can concern himself. Apart from 
that the Honourable Member referred to conversations which I under¬ 
stand are reported to have taken place in the Lobby or somewhere m the 
precincts of this House. Now, on that point my 

straight. I am prepared to accept respoumbility to this House foi any¬ 
thing I may say upon the floor of this House. Any other member of 
Govei’nment or any other Government official is prepared to answer for 
anidbing which he says on the floor of this House. But neithei ^ 
any other official Member can he prepared to answer for com^er^ations 
reported to have taken place or gossip alleged to have transpired in the 
Lobbies or in the precincts of this House. 


Mr. President : Is it the view of the Honourable 
official Members are entitled to impute partiality to the 

Lobbies ? 


Member that 
Chair in the 


miiP Honourable Mr J. Crerar : On the question whether they are 

he,expected to accept responsibility. 

• XT ciJt- T nass on to the particular point referred to by the 
Nov, Sir, p • allegation contained in a new.spaper 

Honourable Pandit, that IS to saj tne m^^^^ propaganda. A com- 

that to tla Pte/on point and I ropaat 

munication has already ,, Qnseestioii—it is more than a 

here on tbe floor «^^'" 5ffin--that Government or any official Members 
suggestion, it was in the alleged propaganda is false 

USejllr! p1eSnTrr«ny one in a high pnblio position-a poa.bon 
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so liigli, .so responsible and so imjiortant as 5 'our own—^to seenre that in tbe 
exerci-se of liis powers no comiDlaint should ever be made against bis 
decision or that no one should ever be aggrieved. That is, no doubt, 
particularly true of the President of a Legi.slature to whom it necessarily 
falls to deal frequently with matters of very acute controversy. The 
Government of India cannot profess to be unaware that such .complaints 
have found expression. But for their own part they have never allowed 
anything of that nature to influence their respect for the Chair and their 
desire to join in upholding its dignity and authority. I inj’-self, Mr. 
President, am extremely sensible of the necessity, in the interests both 
of this House and of the public, of relations of mutual confidence and 
collaboration between the Chair and the Leader of the House and it is 
my desire and intention to do all that in me lies to maintain and confirm 
them. 


Mr. President : May I Imow one thing from the Honourable the 
Leader of the House ? Is the Leader of the House, on behalf of the 
Government, prepared to take action against official Members or Members 
who, if the report is true, ai-e carrying on this propaganda described now. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I am prepared to consider that 
matter when definite and reliable material is placed before me. 

Mr. K. 0. Roy (Bengal ; Nominated Non-Official) : I think the 
Honourable Pandit Motilal Nehru has doiie a public service by bringing 
certain Press matters to the notice of the House this morning. MHien 
the debate took place on the adjournment motion -.moved bj’’ my friend 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, 1 thought we had seen the last of press con- 
trovei’sy and press attacks on the President, but that was not to be. In 
a subsequent issue, dated the 8 tli, the Times of India almost repeated its 
previous^ performance. It has been reproduced in exfenso by Pandit 

jmfrnXt character are unworthy of any respectable 

1 ^ to another point ; that is the cable which is renorted 

a pap^r correspondent of the Da.ljj Tdeoraph, 

you : Nominated Non-Offleial) : Sir Hari Singli, 

following from the ^^n-ong. I read the 

Daily Telegraph . Service. The Simla correspondent of the 

of the Duihj Telegraph 
" “‘"'N'otion ot the M*'- P»tel’s raling 

sr^:sSSi tor 3,,,. 
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correspondent’s opinion so far as 
poLt : concerned, but this, Sir, is the most cardinal 

least, ‘“ind Mr^llv^s'n illogical to say the 

interests.” ^ ' §& tel that it was taken by the President on behalf of party 

^ the.idew of the press men in the Press 

T^noi +V 1 ? maheions libel on the President. For some time 

past the conduct of a fetv press men has been a matter of no little concern 
xo me. i liave been very anxious about their conduct and I have been 
making anxious inquiries, hly inquiry was first addressed to the most 
senior member of the Press Gallery who has served the Central Legisla¬ 
ture ior forty jmars, and this is what he wrote to me ; 

reply to your querj- I am extremely sorry that Mr. Eice who has recently 
joined the Press Gallery should have .sent a telegram to a home paper reflecting on the 
iairness of a ruling by the President, Mr. Patel. 

After attending legislative meetings for nearly 40 yeais t can only say that I 
legret the bad taste of a brother journalist, and I put his action doym to his youthful 
inexpeneiiee of Assembly etiquette. Mr. Patel has always been most courteous and 
eoiisidciate to those in the Press Gallery, and the incident, to say the least of it, is 

most regrettable. I think tins letter fairly reflects the general opinion of the Press 
•Gallery. ” ox 


I consulted several Indians who are also senior in the profession, and 
•they have endorsed the view taken by Mr. Buck who for 40 years has 
served this Legislature. In the circumstances. Sir, if you take any notice 
of the delinquents, they will fully deserve it and yon will have nothing 
but the heartiest support from the Press in India, both Euroiiean and 
Indian. I have often heard allegations made regarding Indian press 
•men, and the present Under Secretary of State, Lord Winterton, speaking 
in the House of Commons described Indian press men as gutter .snipes 
of the Press. I should like to tell Lord TVinterton where to look for 
them ! 


Mr. President : Does the Honourable Member remember the names 
of the membeivs of the Press Committee, appointed by the President ? 

Mr. K. 0. Eoy : I do not remember, Sir, but I know that the Press 
Committee is a very able Committee presided over by the Honourable 
Mr. Ilaig. 

Mr. President ; Is the Honourable Member himself a member of that 
Committee ? 

Mr. K. 0. Roy : I am, Sir. 

Mr. President : 'Was the Honourable Member a parly to giving a 
ticket to Mr. Rice ? 

Mr. K. C. Roy : Certainly not, Sir. I was not asked, and if I had been 
asked, I would not have given it to a stray journalist like kir. Rice, a 
free-lance journalist like Sir. Bice. 

Mr. President : Was not the Press Committee asked, Mr. 
Dhnrandhar ? 

Mr. L. Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department) : Sir, admission 
to the Press Gallery, as you, are aware, is settled in accordance with'the 
regulations which were framed by your predecessor,’ Sir Frederick Wliyte ; 
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and after the regnlations were first framed by him, the suggestion was made 
tliat as Sir Frederick Whyte was not aware of the qualifications of the various 
journals which applj' for admission, an Advisory Committee should be 
set up to assist the President. We were not obliged to accept their opinion 
of course, and, Sir, that Committee has functioned now for some four years. 
The position is that all the correspondents of papers who have at any time 
had a seat obtain their seats in the ordinarj' way. Mr. Roy, T think, has a 
regular seat, as also the representatives of the Associated Press and the 
representatives of various papers—the Pioneer, the Times of India, etc. 
Thus all correspondents who have once been admitted on the recommenda¬ 
tion of the Committee, as also with the direct approval of the President, if 
they apply again, are not put through the initial processe.s, are not required 
to come up for tickets. That, Sir, as far as I remember, was the practice 
established by Sir Frederick Whyte. Now, Sir, with regard to the gentle¬ 
man who is now described as the correspondent of the Horning Post and the 
Daily Telegraph, he lias previously occupied a seat in the Press Gallery in 
accordance with the ordinary provision, Sir, as the representative of the 
Pioneer. I think he first came up here in that capacity in 1925, Sir; and 
subsequently when his application was received on this occasion, although 
he did not apply as^the representative of the Pioneer but as the representa¬ 
tive of two English daily newspapers, it was not considered "necessary. 


Mr. President : By whom ? 

15&. L, Gi'aham : By me. Sir, acting as your deputy, to refer the 
question either to the Committee or to you, Sir. The practice. Sir, was 
started in the time of Sir Frederick Whyte of accepting the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Committee. You, Sir, have seldom been troubled, as Sir 
Frederick Whyte also was seldom troubled. I have a distinct recollection 
in one or two eases taking your orders ; I cannot say which exactlv • but I 
trust, Sir. that your memory will confirm mine. " ' 

Mr. President : This was not one. 


think the occasion did not arise. In accordance 
nith the practice that the President is not to be troubled with 
Piese matters which has been in force for a long lime between the 

cnnhvT"^ Legislative Department. Any new 

application is regularly sent, as I think Mr. Roy will agree to the^ Com- 

that we'Se lei; mS 

tions of tint Thth with me in this—the recommenda- 

liroften is ^ as the posi- 

to the representative nf n i^npleasant task to refuse an application 

that the paper is not of ground—as is frequently stated— 

Gallery I think Sir i to receive a place in the Press 

particular correspondent he u ' Position clear. As regards this 

Gallery in a regular ma„nt f 

fresh applications on the occasion of th ^ Practice to require 

Mr. President ’ T have m 1 XT • ' ^ session. 

of the there is a definite 

- in close touch with the Governm«nt^^ correspondent referred 

o^ernment. Now I would like-to know from 
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the Leader of the ilonse if this correspondent is in any way connected with 
Government or enjoys any snlisidy from them. - 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; I have not the slightest reason, 
Sir, to suppose that he is in anj^ closer touch with the Government, rhan the 
eoi’respondent.s of other newsiiapers of wide circulation. 


Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : Sir, Mr. Boy mentioned 
Loi’d Burnham. TJiat I think is a veiy important matter because he is 
a Member of the Simon Commission and it ought to be made clear to this 
House that before Lord Burnham came out to India he sold out the ivliole of 
his inteiest in tJic Dally Telegraph j so that he cannot be in any way con¬ 
nected wiih this very serions criticism upon yourself, Sir. And I am 
sure that we are right in assuming that it would cause Mm the very 
greatest dissatisfaction. 


Lala Lajpat Rai (Jnhundur Division ; ison-Mnhammadan) : I| 
would lilre to associate m.ys'elf on behalf of nn'self and the Party I have 
the honour to I’epresent, with the remarks made by the Leader of the 
Opposition. I endorse tlie statement of facts made by him as regards the 
consultation he had with me on the point of order, and, I beg to submit 
that it is high time that this campaign of vilification should be seriously 
taken notice of. It has been going on for soine lime and we have reason 
to believe that it has not been going on without some support on the 
part of the officials. I am glad to have the assurance of the Leader of 
the House that the Government as such, and he, as a Government Member, 
has no sympathy and has nothing to do with this campaign of vilifica¬ 
tion. But I was very seriously disappointed at his not making any re¬ 
marks about the process of spying on die movements of the Presicien 
to which the President referred with regard to lus getting certain books 
from the Library. I submit that the conduct of that official ""^Lo 
ducted that espionage was simply disgraceful, and this , 

perfectly justified in asking tlie Government to find out who that officiM 
is and to punish him for that disgraceful .'Oiiduct. It eannffi 
rated for a moment that the President of the Legislative Assembly should 
be followed and shadowed like that by a subordinate official of the Gov¬ 
ernment and it would have been con.'u.steiit witli the dignity f h 
Government and also consistent with llie digmty of this House if the 
TTononrable the Home Member had said something about the conduct 

■:?SrM3S>.r'Sn InLte talk. wSlu 

I thtak it, tecomes the “3’ ““Ho “la House in bringins this 

the Opposition has doM “ ,1,^, seriou.s notice of 

matter to its notice. We think it is iip^i n m i i 

these ™I™nXwinB the prhilcges of this House, 

C''SsoT/"h:^Go???nrent 

This thing has been going on ^nd by the Daily Telegraph 

upon the Chair by one papei ^ The last time when a motion 

and alsolthink some other papermL ^ n d. of the Times of 

for adjournment was proposed to censure mt 
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India the President ruled that that motion was net in order. But the 
fact remains that the Times of India has been engaged in the campaign 
of vilification for some time ; and we know of course—though it may not 
be perfectly official—that that paper and some oliiei papers in India are 
in the confidence, if not of the Government, of high officials of the Govern¬ 
ment. And therefore 1 think it is the duty of the Government to disso¬ 
ciate themselve.s entirely from tnis campaign of vilification, and not 
only dissociate themselves simply by words and assurances bu't by taking 
action against those officials ivho have been associating with these papers 
and supplying information or encouraging them. This has taken place 
several tiiiies in the Ilousc of Commons and the cjueslion of privilege has 
been raised there and notice taken of such things. This is evident from 
Erskine Mayo’s Parliamentary Pi-ocedure, page 89 : 

“ Eefleetions on the character of the Speaker and accusations of partiality in tJie 
discharge of his duty have been treated severely by the House. On the 11th February, 
1774, the Ppoaker informed the House of a letter in the Fahlic Advertiser newspaper 
addressed to him reflecting on his character and on his conduct as Speaker. The 
House ordered the printer to attend, and resolved that the letter was ‘a false, malicious 
and scandalous libel highlj' reflecting on the eharaetcr of the Speaker of this House 
to the dishonour of this House and in violation of the privileges thereof’. The printer 
was declared to be guilty of a breach of privilege and committed to the custody of 
the Sergeant-at-arms. ’ ’ 

Exactly what this House should do in this matter or exactly what the 
Government should,do I am not in a position to stale at present. But 
I can only endorse the remarks made by the Leader of the Opposition 
that the matter is ,so serious that it should not be allowed to go unnoticed, 
and it is high time, as I have said, that some serious notice of these 
things be taken. The Government can find out the name of 
that official who was spying on the movements of the President, because 
the President knows it, and also make an i)iq_uiry a.s to that official who 
made that remark in the Lobby to which reference ivas.made. There¬ 


fore, I .submit the mention of this matter by the Leader of the Opposition 
is perfectly opportune, and I must repeat that I ivas very much dis¬ 
appointed at the tone of the siieech made by, the Honourable the j-lonu; 
Member. It was more a technical speech, rather than the speech of a 
representative of Government who had good Mull and ivanted to extend 
that good ivill towards the President. Pie ought to have warmly and 
strongly condemned the conduct of that official vdio ivas spying on tlie 
movements of the President and also of the official ivho made those re¬ 


marks in the Lobby. Possible’ all that he can do is to censure them, but 
be has not done it. or rather be has done it in a very half-hearted ivay. 
The very tone of his rejily shows that lliere is something behind it, that 
there is sometliing in the mind of the Government officials M'hich of 
course they are not at full liberty to disclose, ivliich is at the bottom of 
^ I vilification against the President, I want to say 

. • 1 Honse that we have the fullest confidence u 

/i^d HI his impartiality, and I think he is an honour to the 
dutieu'ovlf A- 1 ^ Legislature in the manner he has discharged his 
hale aiiy dobm .c“^”ysted with them. If the Government 

on the Chair. That isTlm lo bring a vote of censure 

to go behind his back wnB ^ Procedure. It is coMmrdly for officials 
kind and not to put them^bf.r'*^ inakino; charges and imputations of this 
pat them.before the House. This House is ^he proper 
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tribunal before which any charge of parriylity agaiust the Chair ought 
to be brought and we shall be at full liberty eitlvcr to negative or to pass 
that vote of censure. In any case this kind of thing ought to be stopped. 
Either the Government should have ';hc courage to put forward that 
motion and take the verdict of the Bouse, or tliey sliould stop all officials 
from vilifying the Chair. Tins has been going’ on so much and behind 
the purdah, so to tpcak, that it is high time the whole thing was put 
before the House. I also talce the oppoidouity to inform the Honour' 
able the Home Member and the Govcinment that they are not improving 
their position in the countrjr by these practices. They want us to co' 
operate, but is this the way to ask us to co-c>perate ? They are just 
Inaking their position worse by this kind of policj' of pin-pricks, by 
attacking the honesty of the President of this House ancl this Assembly 
itself. In attacking his impartiality and his lack of common sense in 
deciding points of order, what is meant to shov.' is our incompetence for 
the purposes of the grant of further powers to us. 

I deny that charge with all the emphasis and all the indignation 
12 NOON. that I can command and I trust that all ilembers on 

this side are with me in this repudiation and in challenging the Govern¬ 
ment that if they have got no confidence in the Chaix* they ought to bring 
a motion of censure. I therefore associate myself fully with the remarks- 
made by Pandiu Idotilal Belp.u. 


Mr. L. Graham : I understand, Sir, that I am charged and I am 
extremely sorry that the charge has been made. I am further extremely 
sorry that you did not give me a chance of giving a personal explanation 
before launching the charge in this House. Now, Sir, as to the facts. 

Mr President : I did not mention the Honourable Member at all. 

I thought of spetiiiing to the Honourable Membon- concerned in my room 
and therefore I kept him nameless. , ; 

Mr L Graham : It is obvious that it refers to me ; it is perfectly 
nlain to the whole House and I think I am entitled to ask your leave to 
Lve a personal explanation. The position, as far as I am conceined is 
veiw simnle. i was informed, as you say, by the Secretary of the Legis- 
lative A.lsembly on Moncu.y morning that you. Sir, had asked him to 
send t'o jmu the Inbrariau. 

Mr. President : Wilhout enquiry ? 

Mr. L. Grahxxin ; Without enquiry. Sir. 

Mr. President : It is neivs to me. 

WTv T Graham ■ I hope Bie Chair will accept . what I say. 

Mr. L V j H eyplaualion. was under the im- 

The ?■ the departmchtal 

pvessiOJi th”*- President sent for certain books on constitu- 

Libnaiy ; ae said i thought it possible that 

n had been taken from the departmental Library. Sir, as 

+ Qpnrptarv of the Legislative Department, he felt it right and proper 
to me Tonv pi-edecessor, Sir, was frequently in the habit of 
to spea Legislative Department Library, and, as a matter of 

taking books ,4ed lo ask the Secretary of the Legis- 

" 
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make no suggestion, Sir, that 1 should have been abked on this occasion, 
but I til ink the Deputy Secretary in the Legislative , Department felt 
justified in informing me timt he had sent for the Librarian for the 
purpose of sending the books. Mj' object, Sir, tiiereafter in sending 
for the Librarian was to know -whether the books had been uaken from 
my departmentcil Library, for tv^hieh 1 am responsible, or from the 
Assembly Library, for wnioh I am not rea])onsib]c. The books, I was 
told, were books on constitutional lu-w, and lliai, Sir, did happen to be 
a matter of great interest to me personally, becanse, tve, on this side, 
have to try to anticipate the points of order which are likely to be raised. 
I had an impression that the point of order was likely to be raised that 
morning and consequently I wms, I adndl, curious to knotv. Sir, what 
books bad been taken out, because 1 was to try and conjecture what 
point of order Avas likely to be taken. I trust, Sir, that you do not think 
that conduct was in any Avay reprehensible. That, Sir, is my answ>'ei' in 
respect of the alleged spying on the President. (Applause.) 


Maulvi Muhammad Yalcub (Eohilkund and Kumaom Divisions : Mu¬ 
hammadan Rural) • Sir, aliotv me to associate myself, and associate my¬ 
self Avholeheartcdly, with the protest w^hieli has been entered against 
the mischievous aud scandalous attacks Avhieh haA'e been made by cer¬ 
tain mischievous papers against the integrity and independence of the 
Chair. No doubt, Sir, these aspersions and allegations are not only made 
as an attempt to low^er the prestige of the Chair only but the prestige of the 
whole House, and certainly, Sir, it is high time that the strongest measures 
that are in your poAver may be taken against the mischievous persons who 
have taken up the propaganda of discrediting tJie prestige and honour 
of this^House. At the same time. Sir, I consider that tlie aspersions and 
allegations AvhicV, have been made b> the correspondent of the Pioneer 
against 'the Government members, are as serious and as scandalous as 
those AAdiich have been made against the President of this House, and no 
doubt, Sir, they are as much loAvering the prestige and the honour of 
this House to malfe Avanton attacks on the honesty of the GoAmrument 
members as on the impartiality of the President, and I hope, Sir, that 
if the allegations and aspersions, scandalous and mischievous as they 
are, on tlie Government Members, are found to be false, the same mea¬ 
sures will be taken against the correspondent of the Pioneer as are neces¬ 
sary to be talteii against the correspondents of llie othei papers to Avhom 
these aspersions are ascribed. (Applause.) I have no doubt, Sir that 
we have Dill eonfidence in your integrity and Ave hope that this malicious 
propaganda which is being made by these mischievous papers wull not 
HnnJJ ^^ngland, lower the prestige of this 

?rd?r to sqmw I'n f ^ Propaganda in 

of this eountrv ics • ^ ‘yP'^oiolly at this time Avlien the constitution 

affairs. This^s *.^‘'** our OAvn 

which is being km^d on b^thSp'^^ propaganda, 

papers. But I think that h? i^iischievous correspondents of English 
m their attempt. For the -F propaganda they cannot succeed 

^ this Ilouse, Amu have since you have been President 

^^ch dignitj^, with as much honour of the House wuth as 

e greatest Presidents of the ranch independence as any 

-tiouse of Commons. ’(Applause.) With 
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these ivords, Sir, I associate inyself with the protest that haj been ’lo'dged, 
and I hope, Sir, that you will take the strongest measures in your power 
and will see that these mischievous correspondents will not be found in the 
Gallery of the House any longer. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan 
Urban) : Sir, T am soir.i to say that while t])e hpeeeli of the Honourable 
the Leader of the House was eniphaiie it wa« also unsatisfactory. It 
showed an attitude of aloofness and painful detachment on this very im¬ 
portant matter. He told us that Government neither confirmed nor 
repudiated, neither• associated with nor dissociated from, neither' ap¬ 
proved nor disapproved the attacks against the Chair. Is this the atti¬ 
tude of Government Avhen scandalous and malicious telegrams have been 
published in the Pi'Ooa refiocting on the impartiality of the Chair ? 
And if that is so, is it right and proper ? I say, Sir, it was the clear duty 
of the Government emphatically to repudiate and wholly to dissociate 
themselves from this mdVeions and mean propaganda, and I am sorry 
that the 3 ' have not done so. Sir, the main (dj^cel lor.wliieh I have ven¬ 
tured to take the time of the House is this, that so far_^as the question 
relating to the issue of books by the Loader of ihe opposition is concerned, 
I have some personal knowledge of the nnwortliy su-spicions and regret¬ 
table insinuations that have been made r-n lifonday last, after the Leader 
of the Opposition had raised the point about the udia vires character o 
this legislation under the Government of India Act and after the House 
had risen for the day, I happened to meet two European Member.?, one 
a Member of the Government and one a non-official elected Member, and. 
I was told by them that the President’s statement that this point 
had taken him by surprise was, to say the least, ivholly inaccurate, that 
they refused to believe that the President was taken by surP™®' 4® ^ 
matter of fact, they said, he liad sent for the books to consult the various 
authorities and in then- opinion it wuns therefore cntiiely untrue to say 
?hat he was taken by surprise. (An JlonouraUe Member : Names, 

nlease ”) No, Sir, I do uot w'ant to add ro the bitterness of the 
lUressed my surprise to the non-official 

fVld tte Chair 

Ste cLm tad .S fact of th„ i.,n. of books from tto 

Librot a kn;;tdBe on the part of the Chair that the pomt of order 
was going to be raised. 

Wfr H G Cocke (Bombay : European) : f all not take up the 

of the House for more than a few minutes. I wish to advert to the 
nf tbe Honourable Pandit, who told us that he decided at the very 
speec take nn the noint of order. I do not dodht that for .a single 

last momen +o gav that if the Government had ■considered the 

moment but he they should have asked the 

motion they oS. Yo^ will Vememher, Sir, that the 

pS«t“n.5?Sfy SedVon by Ma Lajpat Kai and that ^ol ow- 
S bim and^nroceeded to disemss the point of urgency when you ruled that 
i ^ • + wac Tint before the House. Members were, therefore, given no 
that „ diseussin" the point of urgenej^ before the decision of the 

S -i°=-> I“m M ‘O 

been suspended to enable the technical point to be got over. 
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Lala Lajpat Rai : It was a Governittent Bill, and ic was for the Gov¬ 
ernment Member to raise that question of urgency and to ask the President, 
to suspend the Standing Order, not for yow or for me. 


Mr. H. G. Cocke : I am perfectly well aware that the Government 
Member could have raised this point, but at the same time any Member 
had the right also to raise the point of urgency. The Chair, however, ruled 
that it was not before the House.; therefore any question of suspending the- 
Standing Order on the ground of urgency could not be raised by this House. 


Mr. President : The Honourable Member know's that the report in 
the Times of India does not mention the Honourable Member’s name. It 
refers to the Leader of the House by name. 

Mr. H, G. Cocke ; Lord BaKour once said that he never read news¬ 
papers, and I seldom do. I merely skim them and do not profess to be in 
touch with all the comments which have been read out to-day, but I do not 
think it fair to say that Government had a proper opportunity of raising 
the point of urgency before your decision was given. 

As to your relations with the Press, Sir, I agree with the Honourable 
the Home Member that it is not a matter upon which lie would have any 
right'to eriticise, unless those comments overstepped the bounds of fair 
comment. When they do, this House has every right to raise the matter. 
I am not prepared to take up that issue whether any particular comments 
made on your recent ruling have overstepped the bounds of fair comment 
or not. We have a free press in this country, and personally I am all against 
restricting comment. There must be some limit obviously to the criticisms 
of the Chair, and there is no doubt that on occasions the rulings of any 
Chairman of any Legislature are apt to be criticised. I have not the least 
doubt that tlie Speaker of the House of Commons has been criticised in the 
Lobby many times, and we all know that cei’tain Assembly rulings have on 
occasions been criticised in the Lobby by klembers of all sides of the 
House. I do not tliink that such Lobby gossip can enter into discussions 
in this House. We can hardly be expected, when perhaps a somewhat doubt¬ 
ful decision is given by you, Sir, to go into the Lobby with our lips sealed, 
and'abstain from comment thereon. I think it quite wrong to bring any 
Lobby gossip up in the course of this discussion. 

As regards the explanation about the books, it is obvious that an im- 
pre.ssion had been created that the books had gone to you, Sir, and obviously 
someone wa.s wrong in that impression. Somebody jumped to the wrong con¬ 
clusion ; they could not reconcile the de.S 2 :)atch of the books to you .with the 
.statement that you had made. Who was responsible for that comment I do 
not know. It is unfortunate that this happened. I Avish to say that no 
Party in this House has upheld the dignity of the Chair more consistently 
than the Party on whose behalf I speak, and they Avill ahvaj's endeavour to 


President: I Avoidd like to ask the Leader of the European 
allowed'm- opinion of his Party, Members of this Assembly are 

imputation of v,-ithout notice by this House, to make any 

free press in this comltrv'' hTp ^'’kether, because there is a 

lions of partiality against the^h^ should be allowed to indulge in accusa- 
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= I do not think thal the Press shonW eno'!,o-e 

to sometimes very difficult 

^ e 1 ne. As i egards the Members, they have every riMit in private 

To^rto w tf ‘i!f•• itte o“b?Fr|^ 

liely hil nZI. S “■ ““ ““““ 


Mr. President ; I have not been able to folloAv the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber. is it the vieiv of tlie Honourable Member and his Party that because 
there is a free press in this country, the Press should be allowed to indulge 
pi peeusations of partiality against the President of this Assembly ? And 
is it also the view of the European Group that hlembers of this House, offi- 
eial or non-official, are allowed to indulge in such criticisms in the Lobby 
against the Chair ? 


Mr. H. G. Cocke : As regards the Press, I do not agree that the Press 
ought to impute partiality to the Chair. But there may be eomment which 
is allowable without definitely imputing partiality to the Chair. 

So far as Lobby gossip goes, I am afraid it is not possible to control 
the lips of Hoiioui’able Members. 


Mr. President : Is it open to rbe Honourable Member to g;o into the 
Lobby and say that the President was influenced by Party interesfs'fin giving 
a particular ruling ? 

Mr. H. G. Cocke ; I did not say lhal. I sain comment. , ='• 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber : Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, my colleagues of the Independent Party desire that I 
should convey to j’^ou their resentment at the malicious criticism which has 
been under reference in the House. 

The Honourable the Home Member suggested that everybody who works 
in public should have broad backs for criticism of this nature. We in this 
House are accustomed to carry broad backs, but we are jealous as far as the 
President of this Assembly is concerned. It is only proper, Sir, that those 
who enjoy your hospitality in the Press Gallery should realise their 
responsibility and not indulge in anything that verges on malice or ill will. 
In the ordinary course, a casual remark would not have been taken notice 
of by either mj^ Honourable friend, the Pandit, or Lala Lajpat Bai, 

But, Sir, there has been a continuous effort at this campaign of 
vilification of the Chair, an effort to provoke this House, at least this part 
of the House, to assert that they will not allow and will not stand any fur¬ 
ther vilification of the President of tliis House. (Hear, hear.) The debate 
this morning, if it proves anything at all, proves one thing and that is, that 
this House, *^ 110 w that an opportunity is availhble, strongly disapproves of 
the eontimied attacks on the President. If I may go further, I will say, 
althou‘di there is no motion before the House, that we should like jmu to 
take such steps regarding the members of the Press Gallery, as you thinlc 
neeessciry to vindicate tlie honour of, and discipline within, this House. 
Sir my "Honourable friend IMr. Cocke referred to the freedom of the Press 
in this' country. We. Indians, want a free Press more than any other sec¬ 
tion in this "'country, but we want that free Phess to behave with decency 
and in a manner which will not lower the dignity of the Legislative 
Assembly and its embodiment, the President, ivantonly and in a manner 
which is almost disgusting. If one had a right to stand up for a free Press, 
LtlSLA B 
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one had also a duty to see that the impartiality of the President is not que.s- 
tioued in such a partial and prejudiced manner and spirit. 

There should be no difference of opinion as regards the impartiality 
of the Chair. As the President of the Legislative Assembly, he is elected 
by the whole House, the Indian as well as the European group. We should 
ail stand by the Chair, and iirotect it from such vilification as is under 
discussion now. The correct and raanl 3 '^ method would be, for any disgruntled 
section of the House, to bring in a vote of no-coufidenee in the President 
and the majority of the House know exactly how tliat motion would be re¬ 
ceived. 

One word more and I have finished. Mr. Cocke referred to the Honour¬ 
able Member hir. Graham’s explanation regarding the books. I have heard 
his explanation and all that I will sa 5 ' is that it strikes me that if he wanted 
an 3 ' fuidheT" information on that score, instead of finding it out from the 
Librarian, or the Seeretar 3 ’-, his proper course was to see you, Sir, in 5 ’'our 
room and find out Horn 3 'ou what his curiosit 3 '' demanded. To that extent, 
I feel that the separation of the Legislative Assembly Secretariat from the 
general Secretariat is more than justified and that demand has now been 
proved to.,be not premature. 

Hawab Sir SaMbzada Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Pro- 
wnce : Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I do not laiow how to enter into this 
debate. All that I can say is that the dignit 3 ^ of the Chair and the honour 
and respect of the President must be maintained. (Hear, hear.) I do not 
believe that there is a single Member in this House who thinks otherwise. 
As far as I have learnt from the speeches of all the hlembers who have 
spoken on the subject from this side or that side of the House, I thinli the 3 ’’ 
are all unanimous on the point that the Presidmt commands their confidence 
and resilect and that the dignit 5 ^ of the Chair is the one wish they have in 
their mind to maintain. I also associate myself with the desire of the w'hole 
House to uphold the dignity of the Chair and the honour and respect of the 
President. 


Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (United Provinces : Nominated Non- 
Official): Sir, this controversy, to njy mind, has arisen • onl 3 '- out of mis¬ 
understanding which had been caused thi’ough some misunderstanding 
w'hich had crept into the minds of the people who were not really aware of 
the true facts as has been revealed by the Honourable Mr. Graham. The 
indictment of the Government hlember coming from Lala Lajpat Rai was, 
I suppose, based on some misunderstanding. If he had waited to listen 
.to'the explanation given b 5 ’''tlie Member of the Government, whose name 
5 '’ou did not mention and who could not therefore get up earlier, if only my 
Honourable friend Lala Lajpat Rai had listened to the explanation, he 
would not have said what lie uttered in his speech. For this House to take 
^ction against or to speak in such loud terms against an 3 '' Member of 
1 ” iiappens to be onty a member of the Government is not 
House and all the Members of the House are m 
ui"- the available to them. I suppose after hear- 

that the drastio -fru" ^ everybod 3 ^ in the House is of opinion 

take against tbr> wanted the Government to 

w. susWion is oriy ImStnfSUteSdtoJ. 
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with^wLnf " filembers 

as the Presit^ent nf ^ in j'ou, 

t,„„ „„„ 1 • ,. H 0 U.S 6 . li. anybody is aggrieved and if anybody 

fL against your continuing as President, the best course 

w w ^ motion of no-confidenee in you. The fact that nobody 

nas nronght m any motion of no-confidence shows that we have full eon- 
naence in you and we will continue to repose confidence in vou until and 
unless we take a different action in this respect. 

Then, Sir, about the comments in the Press I do not want to say much 
about that. But I think it will be setting a very bad example if the House 
were to indulge in pettj'' criticisms about the comments which might he 
i^de in different parts of the country or in different parts of the world. 
We can only confine ourselves to the actions and criticisms which come 
from_ the Press in India, if they are maliciously and deliberately meant 
to mislead the public, I heard carefully the argument of the Honourable 
Pandit, the Leader of the Opposition, and 1 wanted to see in his statement 
at least one condemnation of one paper, which I am sorry, Sir, I failed 
to find. I did not find an 3 ’' condemnation in his statement about that 
paper. 


Mr. President ; Is the Honourable Member justifying the report that 
appeared in the London Daily Telegraph and was cabled to this country 
that the President was acting in the interests of certain parties ? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : If the Chair will allow me, I will 
finish in mj'- own way. In yesterday’s issue of the Pioneer I find side 
by side with the comment on which the present discussion is based another 
comment in which the Pioneer says that the Government officials inspired 
certain Muslims to issue their statement and that 28 Members have signed 
this statement repudiating the Nehru Report. That comment has not 
been condemned by the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition. It is 
absolutely malicious and untrue that any Muslim Member bas been ins¬ 
pired b 3 >' the Government. 

Mr. President : That is not the question before the House. The 
question is whether the Press is entitled to indulge in accusatjons of 
partiality against the Chair. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan ; The comments referred not only to 
the Chair hut also to all the Members of the House. There is reference 
to «'ossip that goes on in the Lobby and I find that the report itself 
appeared in the Pioneer that the Government officials inspired thd"Muslim 
Members in the Lobby to issue their statement against the Nehru Report. 

Mr. President : Order, order. I cannot allow this occasion to be 
utilised" for other purposes. Does the Honourable Member wish -fo 
continue 1 

Mr Muhammad 'Yamin Khan ; I was only sajdng. Sir, that if the 
dignity of the Chair is in possession of the House, then the dignity of the 
Members of this House is in the possession of the Chair. 

Mr President : Order, order. If the Honourable Member wishes 
to raise’ that question, he can do it to-morrow. This is not the occasion 

for it. 

Colonel J, D. Crawford (Bengal ; European) : Sir. it appears to me 
that if we desired to maintain the dignity of the Chair and this House the 
LtlSLA ' 
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straipliter we talk the better. So far ns the Press is concerned, you, Sir, 
have the right to discipline those members A^’■ho abuse the privileges of 
the Press GaUery and I presume you will take such action as you consider 
nece.ssary to maintain the privilege of the House. 

Mr. President : But I want jumr advice ; 1 want the advice of the 
House. 

Colonel J. D. Crawford : I consider. Sir, that as regards the Press we 
cannot possibly in this House take up every inatter that is the subject of 
eritieism. In so far as this House is concerned, if we have any criticisms 
to make it is on the floor of the House that those criticisms should he 
made and I am not concerned with every petty correspondent who 
chooses to air his opinions in various newspapers. 

Mr. President : That does not settle the question. I want to know 
definitely your view, whether you justify or defend the attacks made on 
the President. 


Colonel J. D. Crawford : As regards your two rulings which have 
come up in front of this House on points of order raised by the Leader of 
the Opposition, I have accepted your ruling every tjme. Sir, and I believe 
those rulings were correct. 

I want next to take the question of the repetition of gossip in the 
Lobhie.s on the floor of the House. Members opposite have attacked Gov- 
ernmeut' Members and non-official Europeans for having made comments 
on the rulings made by the Chair. I myself have heard similar com¬ 
ments niade^ by Members of the Opposition Party. I want to be perfectly 
clear on this point. Everybody makes comments and will continue to 
make comments on the rulings of the Chair. So far as tho.se ruliligs are 
not challenged on the floor of hhe House, those rulings are accepted. 

" concerns the last point of order raised by the Honour¬ 

able Pandit. The Honourable Pandit endeavours for his own purposes 
and quite legitimately to play a dilatory game with regard to this parti¬ 
cular Lill and it is to me perfectly right that the other side should en- 
ear our to find out all that the Honourable Pandit is doing. That is 
>y .^eAimate in the game of politics. But I do think the Hononr- 
a e i andd should have had the courte.sy to tell the Government and the 
Oiair ot the point of order that he proposed to'raise. If that had been 
done, mucl) ot the mischief would not have arisen. ^ 

vfhiGh I wish to I’efer.' I am glad 
'fh ^ Honourable Members opposite are concerned over the question 

and the conduct of the Press Gallery,' and I 
l*""? i""™. Concerned when a member of the Gov- 

fny f "".1 I did not hear 

n" ma^StaiM ^ S'*' opposite. By all means let 

e,>.»lly oomiderate” o7all ooSstartegardtog “““ ''' 

CTawlord lias^aews^^^ oi'^1 Hdnoupable and gallant friend Colonel 
what the courtesy of debate and^^r oourtesy. , If he had only known 
other side of ignorance when “"'onld have accused the 

kn-. iioloiig to a professiorin whiS 

WXIICJJ J have to.be alwave r 


I, 


to,be always prepared for all 
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brief sprung upon me, and to meet them, if I kno-^' mr 

whether Vi k father a Bill in this House are expected to know 

to meet al sor/f rT"" f ^hey must be ready 

an invpqtio-n+in^” technical ob.jection.s which do not involve 

tbp Itw nf I -i-V the facts. That is the courtesy of debate and that is 

tlic la^\ aiicl the practice ever^^wliere. 

T\;r I Iyer (Rohillumd and Kninaon Divisions : Xon- 

Mnhammadaii Rural) : Sir, the Honourable the Leader of my Party lias 
answered one of the points which the Honourable and gallant Member 
M the European non-official group (Colonel Crawford) raised in this 
House. Sir, he referred to the practice of his profession ; and if, I may 
add one more point, I may allnde to the pi'actice of my Party ; we are 
here not to make things easy for the Government. We belong to a Party 
whicli is not here to help a foreign Government, and therefore, Sir, I do 
not think it would be proper ."iudging from our own princiiiles, and pro¬ 
fessions and the ethics of our Party—I do not believe it would be 
playing the game, to give previous notice to the Government. Both 
legally and morally the Leader of my Party was acting not only accord¬ 
ing to the ethics of the great profession to which he has the honour to 
belong, but also according to the etiquette of the Party whose cause he 
has the privilege to espouse on this side of the House. 


Another observation which fell from the Honourable and gallant 
gentleman jan the other side was that the House should devote as much 
sympathy, give as much attention, when an Honourable gentleman on the 
Oovernmeiit Benches is attacked from the Press Gallery. 


Colonel J, D. Crawford : My point was the action of a member of 
the Press Gallery was deserving of just as much criticism in the previous 
ease as in the present. 

Lala Lajpat Bai : We did criticise it. •: -■ 

Mr. K. C. Roy : The gallant Colonel is possibly not aware that the 
man ivas taken by two Members of this House to Sir Basil Blackett and 
there was a case pending against him in the courts ; so the matter could 
not properly have been discussed in this House. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : I believe a certain amount of confusion is 
betrayed by the.se observations. It ought to be understood definitel.v 
that the position of Government as ivell as the position of the Opposition 
is the same ; but the position of the Chair is very different. The Chair is 
above politics. The Chair is aboi’-e Parties. And when the. .Chair is 
attacked from a party point of view—T believe the Times of India belongs 
to a party which is adequately represented in this House—^when the 
Chair is assailed fi’om a partisan .standpoint and when the Chair is mali¬ 
ciously misrepresented, I believe. Sir, it is the duty of the Government to 
take proper aciion. We know, Sir, that certain Bills arc presented to this 
House and I believe the Foreign Secretary' has also one Bill to amend 
certain laws in I'cgard to the Press. And the Government have a similar 
dntv to perform, in view of certain observations which have been made 
ao-a'inst the Chair who cannot protect him.self and whom the Hon.se cannot 
protect if the Government, which is unfortunately not responsible to this 
House, does not take adequate steps. Because it is a free Press it does 
not follow it is a Press which has a charter as wdde as the wind to hlmr 
on whom it likes. The Times of India is a party paper ; I almost said a 
Government paper, a semi-GoA’-ernment paper. Since the Pioneer has 
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eea.sed to be a Government paper and lias entered tlie ranks of honest 
independent journalism, say as the Daily Mail in England •, since the 
Pioneer lias given up its pro-Government policy, the onlj" newsjiaper in the 
country which is a Government paper is the Times of India. Sir, I do not 
want von to excuse that paper as belonging to the free Press. Freedom 
does not mean licence to attack the Chair. Such a thing would not have 
been tolerated in the House of Coinmou.s which has the right of summoning 
the offender before it. 

I am aware that the attack on the Chair is, however, part of the pre.sent 
situation. Sir, an anti-Indian campaign has been .started in England. 
The Daily Telegraph belongs to the group which is a centre of antagonism 
to Indian aspirations. It is a powerful Tory paper. Notwithstanding the 
fact that one of the proprietors of the Daily Telegraph is on the Royal Com¬ 
mission, the Daily Telegraph has been following its old policy of discrediting 
Indian aspirations. It is, I suspect, part of an Anglo-Indian jirogramme, 
it is part of a conspiracy to discredit the Chair so that in future it may be 
said that no non-official President should be in the Chair, so that there may 
be a going back to the pre-Montagu jieriod of an official Pre,sident. Sir, 
K is all part of a sinister propaganda. 


I do not know how the Chair can protect itself by expelling a member- 
from the Press Gallery, even though he is entitled to expel that member. 
What is needed is a more comprehen.sive step than tha1. The matter is one 
in which the Government, if it is impartial, will have to talie very strong 
action. It is a matter in which the Publicity Officer should have issued a 
timely contradiction. 


I have not been reading the paper in question lately, but I thought 
tliat it was the duty of a certain gentleman who happens to belong to this 
House and to the Government, I mean the Publicity Officer, in a matter of 
tnat kind, to have issued a timely contradiction, because if he had done so 
this question tvould not have been raised on the floor of this House. The 
Government, so far a.s the Chair is concerned, I am afraid, have not been. 
performing their duty properly. I hope, that in future at least the Gov¬ 
ernment will^ give an undertaking that when the Chair is unscrupulously 
attacked, as it has been attacked in this iiarticular case, by the comments 
in the Times of India, the Publicity Officer will issue a timelj'^ contradiction. 
I am afraid I must arraign the Government Publicity Officer of not having 
done his duty by the Chair on this particular occasion. I must also arraign 
the Government of a very grave omission to perform their duty to the 
Chair, to the Speaker of India’s Parliament. And I am afraid, Sir, that 
this di.seussion is a direct outcome of the Government’s omission to perform 
vJiat was obviously their duty in this matter. 


^ have done. This House is known, at least 
Monkey House ”, (Laughter), and the treat- 
Hnn«r. given to the Chair is as that of a President of a Monkey 

in another Monkey House, a House of WJiite Monkies 

House ' Sir, that House i.s more ferocious than this 


such Member is not entitled to speak 

mens ^ «^ther of tins House or of the House of Cc 
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Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : I do not for a moment endorse the particular 
description which I just mentioned, and I do not for a moment suggest that 
Honourable Members either would endorse that-description, but I say that 
in semi-official circles such language is used. Sir, if I.have offended the 
dignity of this or another House by quoting that expression, I withdraw 
that expression. But what I want to point out is this, that there is in 
Westminster a House of more ferocious animals, two-legged animals, and 
even in that country where there is also a more ferocious Press, 1 am not 
aware, though I am a fairly accurate student of English journalism, of 
tlie Speaker of the House of Commons having been' attacked in the Press 
in the manner in which the Chair of this House has been attacked in regard 
to the particular matter under discussion, and I expect, Sir, the Covern- 
ment to give such protection to the Chair as the House of Commons wouhl 
lusve given if the occasion had arisen. The occasion does not arise there, 
because it is a British House of Commons and the newspapers are British 
newspapers. In this particular case, it is a non-Indian newspaper which 
Jias attacked the Chair. It is a racial question, pure and simple, and I want 
tliat when such a racial propaganda is started. 


-Lionel J. D. Crawford : Never, never. 

XOn(^s of “ Witlidraw, withdraw ” from the European Croup.) 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : I say that when there is a simultaneous pub¬ 
lication'in'India and in England trying to discredit the first non-official 
Chairman, it is part of a deliberate, mischievous, racial campaign, ‘lones 
of “ No, no ” and “ never ” from the European Group.) 

You may say " Never ” and “ No, no ”, hut I am entitled to draw this 
conclusion, I am absolutely within my rights to draw this conclusion, u hen 
there Is a simultaneous publication in India 
when there is a suspicious coincidence of this kmd, I am 
in that it is part of a plot to discredit the firsc Tioii-official Pie 

laenfftat pa.? a conaph^cy l« go to ttose —y 

wlipn the Chair was occupied by an alien. (Cbeeis.) \ou ma> exeiaii-i 
“ Never never ”, but I am entitled to draw my own conclusion and it is 

Ihft cSol?S™ that oompelo ,t‘inl?n'‘p.=S 

L?io^S^ furtber'Mran ft is" not too mneb for Bm Home Member 
Lo to prepare a Bill to gire ndeqtiato protection to tie Chan. 

of India and the London Daily Telcgiaph. 

(There was no ansiver.) 

• I take it that the general desire on the part of the Hoivse is to condemn 
these two correspondents. _ _ 

■ I do not propooo to ^ 

After I got tins copj .j. Pioneer had made very serious allego-- 

in tie report tie tonoir.n. 

1.0. oetolte ivl.id, s... <»r « io.rino.ate fl.e H...0 

Department." 
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Well I am sure the House would lilce me to make inquiry into the 
matter. {Several Honon^rable Menibers : “Certainly”.) Yesterday, after 
I got this copy, I wrote to the Editor of the Pioneer immediately, as fol¬ 
lows : 


“ Dear Mr. Wilson, 

Mt attention has been drawn to the report published in to-daj’s Fionccr from a 
special correspondent, Simla, September 11th. I shall be grateful if you will kindly 
let me kuow on what materials the following statements in that report are based: 

1. ‘Long suspect, he is now openly accused in the Government Lobbies by officials 

of being partial. ‘It’s a put up job’, was the comment of one official 
member on Pandit klotilal Ischru’s point of ordei on the Public Safety 
Bill. ‘Patel is dead against us’.’ 

2. ‘ That the press correspondent of a London newspaper is in close touch with 

the Government’. 


3. ‘ Tour correspondent has definite evidence which goes far to incriminate the 
Home Department. ’ 

Will you also let me have the name of the official referred to in statement'.>o. 1 


above. ’ ’ 


Now, this is the reply that I received from the Editor of the Pioneer : 


“ Dear Mr. Patel, 

I am in receipt of your letter of September 13th ndth reference to the message 
published in the Pioneer from a Special Political Correspondent, and dated Simla, 
September 11th. I verj- much regret that in accordance -with long established journalistic 
practice it is impossible for me to answer your questions, or to supply you with the 
information you desire. I am sure you will realise that journalism, and especially poli¬ 
tical journalism, would become impossible if the sources of information were to be 
divulged, even in a case of such seriousness as the present one. I can assure you, 
however, that despite the ridiculous published denial of the Government of India on the 
subject, there exists a full and ample basis for the statements inade in the issue of the 
Pioneer you mention, and that the message was carefully written nitli a proper sense of 
Tc.sponsibility. The actuating motives were to protest against a reprehensible use of 
parliamcntarj- journalism, to draw attention to the prejudiced attitude of Members of 
the House who arc also Government officials, and to conserve the dignity which you. Sir, 
should enjoy, as President of the Assembly. 

I am sure that if pi-oper and searcliing enquiries aie instituted, it will be found 
an easy matter to substantiate the Pio»e<’r’s statements. I regret that I am unable 
to depart from responsible journalistic custom.” 

I appreciate the difficulty of the Editor of the Pioneer, hut I think 
he would supply me with full information confidentially on points on 
whicl^ie say.s he has got definite evidence, and I propose to ask him to do 
so. What nse I should make of the information T cannot say at present. 
I think under the eircurastances I should not give my decision to-day. 

^ allmv me to defer the decision to some dav next weelv 

on all these points ? 

OloeP^^'^ Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half P.ast Two of the 


Mr. PresidenUn the^'chS^^^ tjuneh at Half Past Two of the Clock 
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tho consideration of 

1928 ^ motion and amendments moved on the 10th September 


Motion moved by the Honourable Mr. Crerar : 

That the Bill to provide for the removal from British India in certain cases of 
consider^tiLi^-Britisii subjects or subjects of States in India, be taken into 


Amendment moved by Mr. Amar Natb Dutt ; 

Tliat the Bill be circulated for the puriiose of eliciting opinions thereon. 

Further amendment moved by Sir Hari Singh Gour : 

That the Bill be referred to a Select ConiiniUoe consisting of j>lr. Fazal Ibiahim 
Bahiinloohi, Sir Victor Sassoon, Baiinb Sir Xnlflkar Ali IChan, Air. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, 
the Honourable the Home Member and the Mover with-instructions to report within 
thiee days, and that tho number of member.s whose presence shall be necessary to consti¬ 
tute a meeting of the Coimnittec shall be four. ‘ 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy (Bnrdwan and Presidency Divisions : Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Sir, I am grateful to you for giving me an opportunity 
of spealdng to-daj'’, as I am anxious not to record a silent vote on a question 
like the one before the House. I also feel that 1 should not allow to pass 
unnoticed some of the reraailcs of the previous speaker on the Benches 
opposite. I regret, Sir, that I was not in the House when Mr. Joshi and 
Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas spoke and I am sorry to have missed their 
speeches. But I was in tlie House when Mr. JlcWatter-s .spoke and I agree 
v/ith him wdien he said that visitors from abroad, foreign propagandists, 
acquire an exaggerated importance in the eyes of unsophisticated Labour 
in India and that thej' are more potent for mischief than anj* Indian 
agitator, however clever. Sir, it is the .same thing all the world over, 
that Tom, Dick and Harry coming to India receive more attention than 
they arc ever likely to receive in their own country, just as Indian visitors 
abroad are lionised, feasted and fed and treated to champagne dinners by 
the unsophisticated people of England or Russia wdio look upon them as 
budding Lenins and Trotskys of the future Soviet of India. Ply Honour¬ 
able friend Sriman Si'iniA'asa Iyengar. I think, bill not hesitate to bear 
testimony to the truth of the saying that propliet.s are more lionoured in 
other countries than their own. He has just returned from his tour round 
the world in eighty days or rather his Grand Tour in_ Europe, full _ of 
enthusiasm for foreign ideas, hypnotised by the Red regime in Russia, just 
as .young Easterns on their first visit to Western lands are liypnotised by 
the white culture and civilisation of the West. Sir, speeches. lioAvever 
barren of arguments, exercise poAA^erfnl influence on emotional minds, and 
I confess that despite its froth and foam, the torrential eloquence of Lala 
Laipat Rail- nearly swept me off my feet. T am therefore grateful to my 
Hnnourable friend', Mr. Iyengar, for bringing me back to my bearings. Tie 
afforded the House an object lesson of the dangers of impact Avith foreign 
ideals and foreign culture, and hoAv the subtle and insidious propaganda 
of Communists can produce baneful effects even on a mature and I’alanced 
mind like that of the e.r-AdA'oeatc General of Jladras. 

He talked of freedom of thought and of freedom of expression. I 
hope his ardour has cooled a bit by the debate this morning as regaixL 
■the freedom of expression AAdiich degenerate.s into license. He also 
attempted to make fun at the expense of the Honourable the Home- Member 
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for introducing an tiie Bill tlie ivords “ destruction of property Well, 
1 think lie is still labouring under the influence of his late visit to Russia 
and he fails to make any distinction beUveen destruction of properly for 
saniration or any laivful pui'pose and Avanton destruction of propcrtj^ as 
adA'ocated by the Communists. Sir, my Honourable friend declined to tell 
the House how long he ivas in Russia. He was in a fix. But ye all know 
that the whole period of his peregi'ination in Europe did not occupy more 
time than the globe-trotting of Miss in India. Ifet . he waxetl 

eloquent on the advantages of Communi.sm in action in Russia and the 
achievemcnrs of the Soviet GovtTnmeut there. He told us about tlie conces¬ 
sion granted ro Mussainians by the Soviet Government of lundng the u^e 
of their mosques. What a grand testimony to the tolerance of that land' 
of freedom^ !! He never told us the names of Ins Russian chaperons or 
jMo.slcni guides. For aught ive laiow, the Kazprin.skys, and Bulbnl Amirs 
whom he met at Moscoiv might have been Communist propagandists in dis¬ 
guise or un-Miislim. unrepresentative Muslims of the type on Avhose sup¬ 
port he relies for that document of “ friendly gesture ” Avhich he flaunts 
in the face of the world and of Lord Birkenhead as proof of Hmdu-Mo.sleni 
unity and Indian nationhood. He slinks his eyes to the fact that 28 
i\Iember.s of the Central Legislature have emphatically repudiated that 
pi’eeious document spontaneously, and not at the instigation or inspiration 
of Government, the baseless insinuations of the Pioneer notivithstanding. 
He also referred to the Home Member as a past master in the art of windoAv 
dressing. I wonder if my friend was awai-e of the fact that his Russian 
friends are grand masters in the art of stage management. He has told 
the House that he i.s none the ivorse for hi.s visit to Russia and that he is 
as much a Hindu as he ivas before his Ausil there. I doubt if he is Ihe 
he-st judge of that .situation. Patients often do not discern the S 3 ’'mptoms 
Avhich are A'isihle to doctors. We have not heard of the voice of orthodox 
Brahmanism yet. We do not knoAv Avhat penalties ho AAdll Iioa’c to pay 
or Avhat pnnjnscMiia he will have to perform for having crossed the black 
seas ” before he is rehabilitated as a good Hindu, unless my friend Lala 
Lajpat Rai comes to his rescue and performs the shuddhi, Lala Lajpat Eai 
who railed at Sir Hari Singh Gour for Ms lietrodoxy. 


Lala Lajpat Eai (Jullundnr Division : Non-Mnhammadan) : I have 
neA’er performed anj"" shtiddhi in all my life. 

Hr. A. Suhrawardy : Sir, tliere is not much to choose, in the eyes of 
the Snuaiani.^rs, betAveen Lala Lajpat Rai and Sir Hari Singh Gour. It 
was a question of the kettle calling the pot black. Well, I SAunpathi.sed- 
with Lala Lajpat Rai Avlieii lie told ns that he found it difficult to ehoo.sc 
hetAvepu Impenalism and Communi.sm. Safely enlrenched as he is in the 
srfoimLr.jd ,ind citadel of commipali.sm, it i.s difficult for him to do ,so cA-en 
r to choo.se between Capital and Labour. 

SinU fw i?"*' ^hefflrically jingled and shook in the face of Sir Hari 
land n/ the many years of his life in the 

POAvers of money Ho preached an eloquent sermon on the 

power of monev ■ Wp I'"*'’® ®*®"® acknoAAdedge the 

behind him. (Lau-^htpr A ^Ia™mon and we all see iRr. Birla sitting 

Singh Ts conLvnprl"^'^! n at least so far as his opinion 

^ ^ Hari Singh 

I tils on marriao'e and " dangerous social rcA’olutionary, 

and divorce are nothing .short of revolutionary 
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onslaughts on tlie faniilj’’ life of Hindus, Muslims and Parsis alike. I 
thought that Sir Hari Singh Gour would welcome the advent of Soviet 
ideas and Bolshevik propaganda in India. I am surprised to find that he is 
supporting the Bill. (Laughter.) But consistenej^ is a virtue unknown 
in politics. It springs strange surprises and makes strange allie.s. 


Now, I eome to my redoubtable friend," Mr. Kanga Ij'er, my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Kanga Iyer, for whose oratorical powers and rhetorical 
flights I have genuine admiration. His speech the other day, sensible, 
sober and sedate, on the Resolution asking for increase in Judges’ salaries 
and his frenzied oration the other day wherein he declaimed against the 
proposed legislation as by lunatics for lunaticr, have left me wondering 
whether there is such a thing as a lucid interval for orators and 
politicians. He said that the Honourable the Home Member’s speech was 
devoid of common sense and that the speech of his Leader tvas “ com¬ 
pact of common sense ”. Well, common sense is not a common commodity. 
It is rare and elu.sii'e and eludes the grasp of even clever men like my Honour¬ 
able friend. Had it not deserted him when declaimed the other day he 
would not have treated the Hou.se to the “ uncommon sense ” he did, affect¬ 
ing .superior knowledg'e and arrogating wisdom and knowledge to himself. 
He spoke of the speech of his Leader as being full of common sense. I 
am not quite sure whether it ivas full of sense, common or otlierwise, but 
1 am certain that it was full of maudlin tear.s. His heart was breaking 
over the attack on the cherished rights and liberties of the Britishers. Sir, 
T-was reminded of tlie old Bengali proverb that lie who loves a child more 
than it,s mother is a witch. But by no stretch of imaginatipn or violence 
TO languaf^c can the venerable Pandit be described as a Aviteb. He is a 
"Teat wizard. He is a past master and an adept in the jugglery of words 
and phrases. Sir, I rubbed ray eyes my seat when with ^ 

book and candle he .stood over there and deftly dangled beiore the iJouso 
the woll-laiown maxim regarding the reciprocity of allegiance and pro¬ 
tection and conveniently affected to forget the other and more ppropriate 
maxim—sofas popidi suprema the sai.cty of the people is t .. 

hio-hest.law. T wondered when that great wizard, that great master ol 
langua-e rose in his seal to weave his weh of witchery of words and talked 
nf tlip 'cherished rights of Britishers Avhetlier he was not referring to 

he had lately enjoyed, whose .salt he had re¬ 
cently tasted even as when he told us not long ago that the cmmtiy smod 
iT the Independence Resolution at Madras, lie meant Dominion -Status. 
Or perhaps it is the other way about. When he tehs u.< of Domiuioii 
Status he^neans Independence. Now, my Honourable mend Mr. Range, 
Iyer, Father India, referred to the House of Commons as the Baiien 

Woman ” but I. 

Mr C S Ranga Iyer (Rohilloind and Kumaon Divisions : Non- 
Mnhfmmadrn Sfl) : I quoted Mahatma Gandhi who cal ed it a barren 
womairSut ^ to it as the “ Whore of Parliaments ”. 

Dr Suhrawardy • I do not know whethei" Whore of Pailia 
mentf ”■ if k Miamentery expression or not. It is for the Chair to decide 
the uoiiit But I congratulate my friend on his good taste. My Honoui 
llever.“oi,ot«l ,vith approval tl.e aoKnpt.or, ot Jlolralma 
Gandlii of the Briti.sh Parliament as a barren woman. 

Mr, C, S. Ranga Iyer : Yes. 
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Dr, A. Sulirawardy : Even my friend, Mr. Eanga Iyer, will not denj"^ 
tlial but for that barren woman the iirolific Mahatma Gandhi would never 
have conceived that abortive child of his called the “ Ind Swaraj ”, 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Nonsense. 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy : Even my friend will admit that, but for that 
barren woman, this Assembly Would not have come into being and become 
a spot ” where girt with friend or foe a man can talk what he will ”— 
sense or nonsense if he will. Sir, it has been said by a gentleman from the 
Benches ojiposite in a speech, whether full or devoid of sense I leave it 
for Mr. Ranga Iyer to decide, that India need not be afraid of revolu¬ 
tionary movements. ” There has been no revolution here for 3,000 years.” 
I entirely agree with that. It is quite true. The benevolent despots of 
3.000 years ago would never come before an Assembly—representative or 
unrepresentative—and beg for iiower to deport undesirable aliens. They 
knew how to deal with them, and to give them the short shriit and extirpate 
Communism in thought and theory, root and branch, as they did with 
Buddhism in India and Mazdakism in Pei’sia. They would never resort to 
the method adopted by the Honourable the Home hlember. Thej^ kneiv 
of a swifter, shorter and cheaper method. They would have caught hold 
of them and cast them in grass sacks into the lakes of Kashmir or into ihe 
Indian Ocean to drown like puppies and pariah dogs. No wonder there 
had been no revolution in India. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Urban) ; Sir. T must congratulate the learned speaker who has pre¬ 
ceded me on his maiden eifort in sarcasm- I waited patiently from begin¬ 
ning to end to find a word said about this Bill, but I was disappointed. It 
wus, as has been suggested by a friend behind me, a barren speech. But it 
was not barren in words. It Avas very 2irolific in satire and I congratulate 
my friend, on his maiden effort as I understand it. I hope he will improve 
in course of time. But I must now talk as a man of affairs and on the Bill 
which is before the House. I must say at the very outset that I rise to 
oiipose the Bill—Avhether it is common sense or not in the opinion of my 
friend Dr. Suhrawardy, and I also oppose the motion for reference to the 
Select Committee, 


how Sir, that this is legislation of a repressive character does not admit 
of any doubt. Three things have to be made out before any attempt at 
passing such legislation can succeed. The first is the urgency of the 
measure The second is the justification for discarding the ordinary pro- 
Cffises of law and trying to have extraordinary powers. Thirdly, eVen if 
extraordinary powers are necessary and required, it has to be made out that 
already in the armoury of Government of the same class are 
nro !!! , P^^rpose. We know, Sir, that on our Statute-book there 

® measures of A'arious kinds, and, as I .shall show later in the 

iutpuBnn already been shown, if the onU 

ZS rnble Communism, to deal with these 

ample proAusion who niay be found in this country, there is 

resort to these laAvles^mwl ^ according to law or by 

book. The A^eiw learoeri^ '^bieh have been allowed to remain on the Statnte- 
^vhichllTsteneltoS Home Member, 

out any of these three attention, I submit has failed to make 

perfornumce ; it inav avoH Im-o n elaborate piece of literary 

een taken as a ju-ize essaj' on Communism 
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or on the duties of Governments, but we did not hear any justification for 

tMnT?av'1.m ^ this House to pass. He says,‘‘ I know mm-e 

MemlL of ^ I cannot divulge it ”. Well, Sir, I do not think that any 

tl,!. Wn ^ power of reading the thoughts of 

the Honourable the Home Member. What he has in his mind, we are not 
gi ^ ed enough to deal with before he takes us into his confidence ; but, so 
lai, le las not taken us into his confidence as to what it is actually that has 
happened and is happening which has made this measure necessary. Of 
couise he has described in glowing colours the dangers of Communism, the 
dangers of a Red revolution, and a great deal has been said on the floor of 
this House about the terrors of Communism. I could see my friend, Sir 
Haii Singh Gour, visibly affected while the Home Member was drawing a 
very graphic picture of those horrors. Well, I shall deal with them later, 
but for the present I want to confine myself to the business part and leave 
the sentimental part alone. We have got to examine the business part of 
the Bill from these three standpoints : is there any urgency for it, is there 
any necessity even if urgency is made out, to depart from the ordinary pro¬ 
cedure of tlie law of the laud, and to resort to extraordinaiy means, and even 
assuming, without admitting that it is a case where the ordinary procedure 
of the law will not be enough, are there not extraordinary provisions of the 
law already in force of Avhich the Government can avail themselves ? My 
Honourable friend, Mr. Sidnivasa Iyengar, showed a comparison of the 
Regulations and Acts which are already in force, that no new law is needed. 
Now there is no doubt that things have happened in India which bear a very 
suspicious resemblance to the doings of Communists in other parts of the 
world. There is no doubt also that there are some people, but they are a 
very negligible proportion here who might be said to belong to the Com¬ 
munist Party, but no attempt has been made either on the floor of this House 
or in any court of law to connect the atrocities referred to with the Com¬ 
munists in India or elsewhere. In fact the labour unrest and cases of 
sabotage and other things which have happened may equally well have arisen 
from natural and economic causes. But because they are there and because 
this Red terror is also somewhere hovering about, it is argued that the one 
must be connected with the other. I submit that is a very false argument 
and will not he acceptable to this House. Why I think, Sir, it would be 
equally reasonable to say that all these labour troubles in the south of India 
and tlie wreck and ruin which has followed in their wake is due to my 
friend Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar and myself who have recently been to Russia. 
It is true and the fact is admitted. We have been there, my friend more 
recently than T. And we come back and say things ; what is more reason¬ 
able than to believe that it is we who are the cause of the trouble. Is there 
any greater evidence against any Communist than that ? The fact is that 
this great Government is in a state of panic and its mind is unhinged just by 
two persons. I do not Icnow them at all personally. They may he \ery 
insignificant people ; they may be very important people ; but the names 
of Bradlaw and Spratt are as red rag to a bull to the Government. But 
why can not yon deal with these two miserable creatures with all the armoury 
you possess ? I really cannot understand that. 

Then Sir, great reliance is placed upon a letter which is alleged to 
have been written-r-at least it is typed—-at any rate the author is said to 
be M N Roy Now I was very anxious to see the original of this letter and 
I thank’the'Honourable the Home Member for the courtesy of showing it 
+0 me I have also been provided by the courte.sy of the Honourable the 
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Home ilember with a printed copy of that letter. I have taken the trouble 
to compare the printed copy with the tj'ped copy, as corrected, which is in 
the possession of tlie Home Department. Now, Sir, I find that the correc¬ 
tions are mostly typist's errors ; a word here and a word there, either added 
or .substituted for a word alreadj^ there. The rest is all in type. The letter 
is not signed by anybody ; the name does not appear even in tj'pe. The 
forwarding letter is wholly in type ending with the words “ Best Wishes, 
J.’’ The sender calls himself “ J ”. That is also in type. Then we come 
to the cover. The address is in manuscript and that address is sup^iosed to 
have been examined, together with the corrections in the body of the letter, 
by experts in handwriting and they have pronounced the handwriting to 
be that of hi. N. Roy. Now, all that they could possibly have done, and all 
that they probably did do, was that they compared the . 

3 r. M. handwriting with other handwritings which were laid 

before them ; and all that the 3 ’ could say, and all that they probably did 
say, was that the.se writings were by one and the same person, whether it is 
hi. N. Roy, or hi. N. Banerjee or Bradley, we cannot say. Now, as every 
beginner in the practice of law knows, thei'e are tAvo things essential for a 
reliable comparison of handwriting, either it must be compared with an 
admitted handwriting or it must be compared with a handwriting which is 
proved to be the Am.uting of the man. Now, I am sure hi. N. Roy is not- 
in communication with the Government and he has not admitted that those 
writings that they possess are his. How then were those wu’itings which 
they possess proA’ed to be his ? By what eAudence ? I asked a question and 
I-was told '* internal evidence.” 1 am not aware of any kind of internal 
GAudence which Avould identify the Avriter of a document Avith the text of it, 
simply because it expresses certain views. Now, Ave aU know what Com¬ 
munists’ vicAvs are and I do not think great ingenuity is required to put 
them down on paper for anyone, and if those views are proAmd to b?Hhose 
of M. N. Roy, who has published many boolcs, then the natural conclusion 
is that this letter is M, N. Roy’s. Sir, I refuse to look at tliat eAudence, in 

spite of the enquirA’- that I have made. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member has already looked at it. 


Pandit Motilal Nehru : .as a piece of eAudence. I have seen it. 

Sir, and I have satisfied myself that that letter is not worth considering as 
a piece of evidence. Noav, a great part of the speech of the Honourable the 
Home Member Avas occupied bj’- the reading of extracts, long extracts, from 
that letter. I do not Avi.sh to go into those extracts ; thcA'- are not opinions 
Avhioh I can support nor is it for me to say that they are Avrong or right, 
because they are not my opinions and I am not on my trial. But whether 


that letter has caused anjdhing to happen in India which co.uld necessitate 
a measure like this is the question, and if it has really caused it, whose doing 
is it ? I haA'e here more substantial eAridence of a higher class than ib 
, adduced to identify this letter with M. N. Roy. The letter was in the hands 
of the officers of the GoA^ernment. The Press could not get hold of it except 
through the Government ; and if that letter is responsible for any unrest 
raj^here I submit that the initial responsibility lies Avdth the Government, 
wh wu + know what it is and speakers who haA’-e preceded me have said 
wirAuUuiL psychological moment at which that letter 

arc in thp -mplV'v, ^ when the reforms and the constitution of India 

licatiou shortlv when this Bill was decided upon.' Pub- 

UcatAou shortly before that would form a useful first step to the legislation 
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■which is no'w before the HoiiSe ; othei’wi.se whj^ should it have been kept 
back so long ? I find there is a mistake as to time. The letter is dated the 
30th December and the forwarding letter is dated the 5th February and 
the postal stamp is dated. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) ; 12th of May, I think. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru ; It is the 16th May. If it is a letter which 
should have been published for some other reason, it could have been pub¬ 
lished long before ; but what earthly reason could there be for the publica¬ 
tion of a letter of this character by the Government ? Was it to instruct 
the people of India in the principles of Communism, or was it a step lead¬ 
ing to something else ? I cannot understand it. I submit, therefore, that 
the fact of publication of this letter at the particular time it was published, 
lends this legislation a verj^ suspicious appearance. 

Apart from that letter, the rest of the .speech of the Honourable the 
Home Member wa.s. as I have said, onl.y a description of the terrors of Com¬ 
munism. It might he enough to terrify old women and children, but I ara 
Borry to say that it had no effect on hard-headed men of affairs like us. But 
I heard nothing more astounding in my life than the assertion made by that 
great la-wyer and my great friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour. He said it may 
be that the letter is not proved, it maj" be tliat M. N. Roy never sent that 
letter, and it maj’’ be that we cannot trace the authorship to anybody, but the 
mere fact that that letter exi.sts in India is enough reason for taking some 
step to provide against Communism. That argument answers itself, and I 
do not think I need take the time of the House to deal with it. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : Has 
M. N. Roy denied the signature and his writing ? 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : There is no signature. Perhaps that was 
left to you. (Laughter.) I thought the Honourable Member was follow¬ 
ing me. That letter, unfoi'tunately, was not signed. 

Then there was another argument adduced by the Honourable the Home 
Member, and the case tried by the Allahabad High Court was referred to. 
That case cannot be referred to as a precedent for anything. Did you or 
did you not succeed in securing a conviction in that case ? What was the 
difficulty experienced in the conrse of that trial as to the conviction of tho.se 
men ? Were there any witnesses shot ? Is it pretended that exactly the 
same state of things prevails as was supposed to prevail at the time when 
the Bengal Ordinance was passed ? We have heard no facts about that ; in 
fact we know of no eases except this Allahabad trial ■which ended success¬ 
fully in convictions. But there may be others. If so, by all means try 
them. But if there are no reasons for passing this measure to be found in 
the speech of the Honourable the Home Member, it will live in the classical 
phrase “ Communism in action.” Communism in action is certainly more 
dangerous than Communism in. theory, but has he illustrated that by any 
examples ? Of course if be falls back upon bis confidential knowledge and 
bis inability to divulge it in this House, I have no arguments to advance. 

Now, Sir, I -will not take the time of the House to go into legislation 
which is already disfiguring our Statute-book, and which fully provides for 
a ease like this." I am thankful to my Honourable friend the Law hlemher 
“for pointing out in the course of his argument on the point of order that 
Europeans were not excluded from the operation of Regulation III of 1818. 
Well, 'if they are not excluded, does not that Regulation provide for (he 
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cases for which this new law is being enacted ? Is it not even more com¬ 
prehensive than the present Bill ? Here yoiv have specified certain offences 
and if the Governor General declai'es that a man answers to the description 
given in clause -2, then he may be treated in the way which the subsequent 
provisions of the Bill proAude. But under Regulation III of 181S nothing 
need be done. You haA'e simply to take hold of the man and do as jmu 
please with him. Then if it coAmrs the ease of Britishers—and of course 
there is no doubt that it eoA’ers all the poor Indian.s—^then the aliens also 
come in under it. But Ave have a separate Act dealing with foreigners and 
that is Act III of 1864. In fact some clauses of the present Bill seem to 
bear very strong family likeness to the sections of Act III of 1864, and 
esaetlj" the same poAvers are noAv being asked for. My Honourable friend 
Mr. SriniA'asa Iyengar has also called the attention of the House to the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act AA'hich can be used in eases of unlaAA'fuI 
assemblies. But Avhy have recourse to this extraordinary measure ? What 
clause 2, sub-clauses (a), (&)• and (c) provide for are distinct and definite 
offences against the law of the land. All these haA’e been jumbled up into this 
clause, but taking them one by one, Ave find they have been amply provided 
for in the Indian Penal Code and other criminal enactments. Where is the 
trouble in trying the man for those offences and how can anybody have 
any confidence in a mere declaration by a Governor General ?—I mean no 
offence to His Excellency. But it is not humanly possible for any man, 
AA’hether he is a Governor General or even an official higher than that, to 
declare a person guilty of those offences some of AAdiich are very difficult 
to proAi-e. We do not know upon Avhat basis he will declare a person to come 
under this Bill. The persons will not be tried in courts. 


My honourable friend Sir Victor Sassoon opined that the reason why 
this Bill is opposed is, firstly, ignorance of the laAvs of other countries on 
the same point and, secondly, the firm conAUction of the people of India 
that Communism will never have a hold in this country. Now, Sir, so 
far as the first charge is concerned, I am afraid there is not only no 
ignorance on this side of the House of the laws of other countries on the 
subject, but that they are only too well understood and knoAvn. Leaving 
aside the points about Avhieh otlier speakers have spoken, I Irish to pall 
the attention of the House to the law as it stands in' England and as it 
stood in England. Now, as I said in mj’’ remarks in the course of my 
speech on the point of order, you must make a clear distinction between 
pre-Avar days, the war days and the post-war days. In times, of Avar 
everjdhing is suspended and any laAv can be passed ; but you Avill see 
in England, where the danger from Communism has been, and I assert 
is noAv, much greater than it is or it can eA^'er be in India, how these 


people haA^e been treated in England. Well, Sir, I Avill just examine a 
fcAv Acts here. The pre-war legi.slation is the Aliens Act of 1905. In 
order to save the trouble of looking up many books I haA’^e had the, neces¬ 
sary provisions summarised. Noav there, how do 3’’0U deal AAuth undesir¬ 
able aliens ? The Seeretary of State may, if he thinks fit. make an order— 
m this Aet referred to as an expulsion order—requiring an alien to 
Kingdom within a time fixed and thereafter to remain 
f A Kingdom—that summarises the .whole of this BiR— 

court (including a court of summary 

feionA court of any 

. emcanour and so on and so forth. Then after that we 
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coine_ to tli(' AVar measure Avhich is 4 and 5 George V, Chapter 26 That 
was in 1914. Now I ask the House carefully to consider the course of 
legislation in England even in times of danger, imminent danger and 
actual war. There His Majesty by Order in Council may prohibit cer¬ 
tain ihing.s, prohibit aliens from landing, embarking or remaining in the 
country and .so on. Then section 2 provides punishment for contravention. 

It is punisliable on conviction under the Suiomary Jurisdiction Act, etc., 
etc. Evaetly as in this Bill also, disobedience of the orders may be punish- 
alilc after trial by a magistrate of the fir.st class. Now, as I have submitted, 
that wa.s yierfeetly justifiable in times of war. As soon as the war was over 
we have the next Act which is the 1919 Act. It is called 9 and 10 
George V, Chapter 92. It is a continuance and extension of emergency 
powers. Section 1 (1) says *. 

“ The powers which under sub-section (1) of section one of the Aliens Restriction 
Act, J914 (-.'Iiich Act, as amended by this Act, is hereinafter in this Act referred to 
as the principal Act), are oxerciseable with respect to aliens at any time when a state 
of war exists between His Majesty and any foreign power, or tyhen it appears that an 
occasion of imminent national danger or great emergency has arisen, shall, for a period 
of one year after tlie passing of this Act, be excrciseable, not only in those eiicumstanccs, 
but at any time ; and accordingly that sub-section shall, for such period as aforesmd, 
have effect as tiiougli the nords ‘ at any time when a state of w.ar exi3ts_ between His 
irajesty and any foreign power, or u hen it appears that an occasion of imminent national 
dangei- of gicat emergency has arisen ’ were omitted 

Aiiv order made under the priiieip.il Act duiiiig the currency of this section 
shall be laid before each House of Parliament fortli.villi, and, if an addiess iS'pte- 
Sd o His Majesty by cither House of Parliament nithie the uext subsequent twenty- 
onVflavs on which that Ilouse has sat after any such order i.s laid before it prajmg that 
the Older may be annulled, His Majesty in Council may annul the ordei, and it shall 
tllencefoith be yoid, but without prejudice to the ralidity of anything prowously done 
theieunder : . ' 

Provided that this provision shall not apply in the case of an order tiip operation of 
1 vu u Pmiird to 1 time vhen a state of w.ar exisis betwoeu His Majesty and any 
lordgn poweJ, or vheu it appears that an occasion* of imminent national d,anger or 

great emergency has aiisen.” 

Then section 3 says : 

■ "ni If any alien attempts or does any act calculated or likely to cause sedition 
V nmoiiast any of His Majesty’s Forces or the Forces of His Ma,jesty s 

nmoiicst thf civililn population, he shall be liable on conviction on indictment 
S p^iiS S?e foi a term^i'ot exceeding ten yoars, or on summary conviction to 
imn^risoarnent for a term not exceeding three months 

SSinVln' h rStod Ktagdom, he .hall be liable on co,..-i.tlo., to inn 

Smnent for a term not exceeding three months. 

Qn that for the grave offOnce of inciting to rebellion in the army, the 
•' d'otolv after the war was over, la^i-s it upon the executive to 
eXfbf mL on and if he H found guilty, then he may 

£ hoprisonecl or when it comes to attempting to promote industrial unrest, 
Sen hi shall ’be liable on summary conviction to imprisonment. 

■MfNrtT it wad said by mj^ Honourable friend Mr. Moore that, here wo 

SlTe lo ~ roMiS 

imprisonment, and, what point of order, no English- 

r submit, whatever may to Mhcas corpus. You 

S"tiat‘seotto'’49'l the Code ot Criminal Procedure shall not apply 

^ lhsla 
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to a pei’son atIio Iia.s been committed to eut-tody under clause 6 of the Bill. 
There i.s one right whicli travels with every Englishman all over the 
world, and it is the right of habeas corpus, whereA’er English courts exist. 
Of cour.se, Avhere there are no British courts, they AviU not take notice 
of that right. So it is much more than a mere infliction of a sentence of 
imprisonment. Now, that was only for one j'ear, but these Acts were 
e.xteiided from time to time, and we find the last Continuance of Acts in 
Schedule, 17 and 18 George V, 1927, Avhich rejieals the Avhole Act of 1919, 
save section 1. So that you Avill see that in England, quite apart from 
the fact Avhether there is peace or wax*, there is much better treatment 
accorded eA’en to aliens than j'ou propose to accord to your oAvn kith and 
kin, the Britishers, under the Bill. Sir, I submit that the proposed law 
is more likelj^ to threaten society and civilization than the Communist 
activities have ever done. 

Then there is a good deal said of the very generous exclusion of 
Indians from the operation of this Bill. But is that of any value ? Have 
ybu not got enough poAvers to deal with them ? 

Mr. D. V. Belvi (Bombay Southern Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Itural) ; Enough and to spare. 


Pandit Motilal Nehru : Yes, enough and to spare. Then, Sir, 
there is one point Avhieh has not been referred to by the speakers who 
have preceded me, and it is this. You have excluded British Indians, 
you have excluded States Indians ; but Avhat about Indians in 
Chandernagore, in Pondicherry and in Goa ? They are not British sub¬ 
jects, and 3 ’et they have family ties, they have business ties with British 
India, and those ties cannot disappear by an imaginery line of separation 
from British territory. So far as mj’- personal experience of their rela¬ 
tions and familj’^ ties goes, it is simply impossible to say AA'hieh of the 
members of that family Avill be considered French subjects and whicli 
will be considered British subjects. It has been said, Sir, “ Let us talce 
this Bill to Select Committee and see what Ave can malce of it there.” 
But can AA'e make anything of it, except by an amendment which would go 
to the length of maldng this Bill nugatory ? The amendment I am re¬ 
ferring to is an amendment providing for trial according to laiv and for 
that you do not want a special Act. Therefore I am opposed to a re¬ 
ference to Select Committee. 


Now, Sir, a great deal has been said about the Soviet and the doings 
of the SoAuet and the terrors it has spread throughout the world ; and 
mj’^ Honourable friend. Sir Hari Singh Gour, has in his concern for re¬ 
ligion and .‘•ocif'ty relied on tAvo little books : o^jc is called “ The Assault 
of Heaven ’ by one A. Valentino. I do not know Avho this gentleman 
is. 1. 1 orroAvofl the book from the Library and T read parts of it ; I do 
not find who this gentleman is and Avhat is his authority 
to speak on the subjects at all ; but from what is Avritten in that book. 
It seems that he_ is a religious enthusiast and he is alwaj'-s citing the Bible 
no aetua.jy in parallel columns—as against the opinions expressed by 
at adAusory council.^ So far as that goes I do not think it matters 

athiest a nnWtu ^^stnction noAv on anybody. One can safely be an 
at UbertV to ^ Miiha^mmadan, Jew or Hindu and eAmrybodj^ is 

t book. People go to a sort of board consti- 
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oS-and they" Isf 1 ? industry and so 

should be done ? ” if thev dn and such conditions, what 

talie that advice, there i^L^hin^f ^he board, or if they do not 

own inclinations. I niay mention hpr^ their 

own npr<?onnl 1 i ^ mention here an instance which came to mv 

■%f the I&emlin which was^ 111 ^ 113130 ^ 0 ?entranae 
dicated to the ViT-o-i-r. it ^ pmace of the Czars, there is a chapel de- 

ehanel I saw 4 .J crowds of people going into this 

enapel. 1 saiv also posted on the opposite Avail in big letters in three 

rmIS? people.” You were 

B, u i of that Avarnmg, to go into the chapel and there Avere 

hundieds of people AA^ho Avent into the chapel and Avorshipped and came 
rmdestation. The other book that Avas cited by my friend 
^ Arthur ShadAvell. This gentleman seems to have written this book 
in his library after reading such literature as Avas available to him ; he 
seems to liaA'e had no first-hand information. The one thing that is 
apparent from that book is that he is a great believer in the Zinovieff 
letter AA-^hich is noAV almost unanimously admitted to be mythical—indeed 
it has been proved to be a forgerj^ I will say one word there about the 
authenticity of this anti-Russian and anti-Soviet propaganda. A writei' 
in the New York Natimi describes how ncAvs is manufactured. The House 
is aware that a great part of the news from Russia comes through Riga 
and it is ahvays the Riga correspondent of this or that paper that is 
supposed to send the neAvs. Now this is what this AATiter in the New 
York Nation says as to hoAV he became Riga correspondent of various 
newspapers : 


Tlic li)«t time J served as a Biga correspondent was in London. An editor 
mads a eorrespoudent of me by giving me an editorial leader clipped from one of 
the morning pa])ers. Ho instructed me to recast part of it in the form of a dispatch 
and date it from Riga. The editorial was one reviewing in some detail the pernicious 
aetiA-itics of the Third International. I must have rcAvritten it rather Avell, 
for later I Avas entrusted Avith other tasks of the same dfieate nature. I became the 
paper's leguliir Riga correspondent—‘ from our OAvn eorresiiondent’, as they like to say 
in Fleet Street. 


A year later I Avas in Paris and attached to a ncAvspaper there. And in Paris I 
found myself again a Biga correspondent. The Avork Avas tAvofold noAV. There Avere 
French journals and English journals to rewrite. All of them, including the one in 
London Avliich formerly emploA-ed n\c, seemed to boast of Riga correspondents. In all 
their dispatches there'Avere revelations—Bolshevist atrocities, Cheka exeentiona, Soviet 
economic difficulties, dissatisfaction of the people Avith the Government. As in London, 
this material AA-as turned over to me ; and out of the mass another composite Biga cor¬ 
respondent AA-as born.” 

Tiis is hoAV propaganda is done agaimst Russia and Sovietism. Now, 
Sir, I have here Something which is more reliable, and Avhich I hope the 
House Avill agree is far moi'e reliable than all the Riga coi-respondents 
rolled into one. 1 have not got the actual document here. I have it at 
my house. I did not bring it here. But I find extracts, Avhicli Avill serve 
my purpose published in the Daihj Express of Madras, dated the 24th 
January, 1928. I OAve it to the courtesy of the Honourable Mr. Coalman 
that I am able to read these extracts. These are extracts from the report 
of the British labour delegation to Russia. It is signed by 92 British 
-thoroughly British, full-fledged British—representatives of Avorkers' orga¬ 
nisations ‘in England and Scotland, after personal investigation. They 
went and toured through Russia and they made this report as a result of 
their tour. I am giving you tlxeir description of what they found there as 
LllSLA ' 
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against tlie voeful tales of destruction and ruin that have been told in thiS’ 
House ; 


“ The Bolsheviks are nov icplacing capitalism with another system of society— 
socialism. The damage done to tlic bnildings, tonus and bridges by the Imperialists 
and counter-revolutionaries nas immense. Now these places ate being erected anew. 
So fai as ihe towns in Soviet Eussia aie abnormal, it is in the exceptional beauty and 
grandeur of a large proportion of the buildings, and in the wide streets and squares which 
are to be found in every district. These are inhabited from pre-revolutiouary days, 
and the important point to us is that the revolution has preserved them, repaired them 
and in some instances which have come to our notice has actually improved their archi¬ 
tectural and historical value by the restoration of features mutilated or obscured during 
recent Tsarist periods. ’ ’ 


My Honourable friend. Sir Victor Sassoon, has mentioned 
the “ declassed intelligentsia ”, because we do not come under the 
category of workers and peasants and therefore the intelligentsia of this 
country, if there were Communi.st rule, tvould be declassed. Let us see if 
art, science, literature, etc., have disappeared from Soviet Russia after 
the Revolution. What these 92 gentlemen found was this : 

“ The paintings by French, German .and other artists from the fifteenth century 
onwards are arranged in a series of rooms so that the visitor can' see the historical 
development and make comparisons. The existence of this gallery, and the obvious 
care that has been bestoved on it, all the more interesting to us in view of the lies 
wc had read m the capitalist press about the destruction of every tiling of artistic value 
which the Bolsheviks vere alleged to have carried out. 


I may be permitted to interpose here an interesting experience of mine 
after I I'etnimed from Russia to London. A gentleman tvlio iSi very 
much in the public ej-e actually put me the question, ” Does the Kremlin 
still exist ? ”, Kremlin being the vast pile of huilding.s where the Czars 
lived, some of them of exceptional beauty. I told him as was the fact 
that not only did the Kremlin exist but that it had been considerably im¬ 
proved upon and it looked as if it was completed yesterday. And he was 
surpri^d. That gentleman.is one of those who are goino' to decide our 
fate. Pertaining to the people of Russia, the report says : 

universal impression of the people is their extraordinarv 
friendliness and interest in the foreign visitors. Everywhere we went we experiene^ 
not only kindness but enthusiastic welcome.” - peneneea 


As to industries : 

au-/* P[ 9 gress of industry on'the new lines with the object of improving the con- 
Sottf r/ c^asses-the workers and the pe.hsants-is being carted on b^the 

the fiilles/'iwir^' cl“ss enjoys the full privilege of their toil and^have 

tiie fullest confidence in the governing body, the SovietsT> > 

L'waJafS ’'I ^i^^’^i- because 

^fL * . tillers of the land would be nowhere. 

the towns° the^'w"rLre .are%n^tlTm"'n'^*f. peasants, while in 

downwards gives his report of wniif a'*' fre'll the Prime Minister 

ports .are discussed, criticised and^s^ workers’ meeting. These re- 

also tlic power of recall if anv offiert^he 'V® SWen by the workers. They have 

m, . ' not given full satisfaction in Ms work.” 

Revolution— ad4n?e°^S?Vn showing the advance made after the 

As for education w^h^v^Tt ^ 

than the 

. methods, their classes and discipline 
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and so on. Then Ave come to this ; 

“ Ill India, after a hundieii and fifty years' rule of British ‘ civilisation ' only 
sis per cent, of the population are educated, while ton years of Bolshevik rule has prac¬ 
tically abolished illiteracy. ’ ’ 

(Hear, hear from the Congress Party Benches). 

That is the fiend that is going to swallow us and our institutions and every¬ 
thing else. 

“ Only those nho are too old still remain illiterate. It is due to their old age 
rather than any hindrance by the irtate. 

As to prisons : 

‘ ‘ The whole idea of prison life is explained, said the Gfovernor, by a perusal of the 
alogan painted aeioss of the nail of the prison.” 


it reads : ‘ i „ 

In'Soviet Bussia theie aie no piisons but training centres vvherc those who 
have not had opportunities can learn to become useful citizens. 

I Will not trouble you with the rest of this. Anyhow it is not snch a bar¬ 
barous and unnatural State as is made out to be—where every 
lyevy other man and is a cannibal. I have seen many of these 
mv own eyes. Now, Sir, even Communism must be fought with clean 
wipons. My friend Sir Victor Sassoon was pleased to say 
S Sre Red rule in India would oppose this Bill He knows that s fex 
as this side of the House is concerned, so far as the-great majority of Indian 
are concerned, what is desired is Brown rule and not Red rule. 

Nmv Sir I shall not take up the time of the House any longer, t 

iS/SSgliiiass 

there is a very strong foj. years past for organising 

ol the ^votld, '°£*k'is°IoL lat do not pleoso tlio Government and 

n:'n:wf Co 

:r5m*:;rfir«,foonntries^^^^^^^^ 

themselves of '''' may be said about the Indian National 

National Congress. ” +b/ Indian National Congress is known to 

Cona'ress, there is no doubt that the n ^ tjie ^vliole world and 

be the largest national institution of M dLire^to Avitness the proceedings 
naturally people in other countries « a desi e_ 

of this institution f Jdgenous I ^ ,vas thinking to myself that if ^ 

its existence to /^m Bie Bi ^ j^y la^ 

the next Congre^ I imuted ^ liappen. Government will 

visit and if this Bill passed < ^ people AA'ho come for peaeef^ 

say : “ Oh, we are not go^ng ^ ^Sw foi Communists.” How am 1 to 

pSposes. This Bill IS f ,,, p, y o 

Wow what you will do ? J ca t^eie 

satisfy me, as was shown in the ea^^ Wtual intercourse, cidtural 

is a great desire among {““lans x i All these ‘things 

amd social, between ‘'(■''ffl® ™,snre ot tUs-ldnd is passed »*“ >" ®S 

into law. it will be tbe b.vgest 

upon the Statute-book. 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Finance Mernbei’) ; Sir, 
(Apnlause), I ]iri'‘-‘ Jistened ivilli a gieat deal of attention and interest 
to the orations of iny Honourable mends oppo-^i'e jnciii.i'-nf: the 
iConouralilc the Leader of the Opposition but I regret to have to olij.fcrYe 
that I have not discovered yet an^’- cogent reasons for rejecting or for 
doubting.... 

Honourable Member : You can never do so. 

Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra :.... the principle underlying the Bill be¬ 
fore the House. It is of course possible that my inability to discover any 
cogent reasons may be due to a dedeieney of intellect on my part. 

Honourable Members ; No, no. 

Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : But that is the position as it stands, and. 
Sir, we are at present concerned with the principle of the Bill. The 
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition made certain remarks which, are 
relevant to the principle of the Bill, and I propose to deal 'with them later 
on.^ He also mentioned what I may call certain technical details of law 
•jvhicli I submit may more appropriately he dealt with when the clauses 
of the Bill are under consideration or, alternatively, Avhen the Bill is 
being examined in Select Committee. 

Sir, the speeches of the Honourable Members Avho liaA^e already 
spoken hai-e contained much illuminating information about the doctrines 
of Communism. I confess. Sir, that I have never met face to face one of 
these active Communists. 


An Honourable Member : Nobody has. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : But this may be due 
partly to the fact that probably the creatures of that ilk do not walk about 
the streets ivith a label on them’. I have not even had the honour, or 
dishonour, of meeting these two or three Englishmen who have been refer¬ 
red to in the course of this debate. only knowledge of Communist 
doc rines is derived from current literature, and from recent happenings 

TLrt reference hp.s been made not onH by my 

^ Victor Sassoon but bj^ so Avell-informed a person as 

brfoS Judging from the facts 

is the ^ ir of f^ose doctrines 

! s«ovpsiou of the authority of law or organii^ed government as it 

SThe V otS 'Zf Tie^obicct „l tLe.e doctrines 

in all its varlnfa^c” orsaniention o£ the community 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : For ivhat purpose ? 

dcstSioV™Th™ Sin Btap 

Leen depicted to' thi<f dilate on the picture which has already 

Hari SiSStonr Sir vS Home Member/Sir 

P rf-f w ’ ^ Sassoon and Sir Denys Bray. 

the report of S Bn^feh SoSVarty f"" ^ 

? am coming to that^ 

flat the Nationalist. _a tvill be a little natie.nt We Vn fWrr 


uvex'hment r>L- 'f ^ httle patient. "We know 
xnment of China and the Government of JTapan 
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countries. Lty Honour- 

^rinotfori^’i,«o^ Srinivasa Iyengar, who in the course of his recent nere- 
the factory of thri country which is reputed to be 

President : Order, order. No Honourable Member is entitled 
except for raising a point of order, to interrupt a speaker unless the 
speaker is himself willing to give way. Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra. 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : He admitted that the 
process of violent destruction of the authority of existing law and of 
organized government previously existing, with all its concomitant effects 
on'the community as a whole, has taken place at an earlier stage of the 
(loinmunist movement in that country, and he stated that now that that 
process had been completed, a process of reconstruction of the various 
national institutions had commenced rvhieh had apparently found favour 
in his eyes. The statement which fell from my Honourable friend the 
Leader of the Opposition ivas more or less to the same effect. T haye no 
pei’sonal knowledge on the subject, but I am quite prepared to accept what 
fell from both these Honourable gentlemen about the present position in 
Itiis-sja. But we all know liow that position was reached. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : Revolution of course. 


The Hosoarable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : That is the eorreet word. 
Sir, I am wliollj’' in favour of the reconstruction of many of our existing 
institutions, but I feel veiy strongly that such reconstruction should take 
place by a process of orderly and gradual evolution ; and as a citizen of 
this unhappy countrj^ I have the strongest abhorrence to any violent de¬ 
struction of any of our existing institutions, even though the object may 
be to replace them by institutions of a better type. I am glad to find that 
my Honourable friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt voiced the same opinion when 
he said : “No Indian wished revolution or subversion of the pz-esent so¬ 
ciety ”. He said however that he understood the doctrine of tlie Com¬ 
munists could not he an 5 '-thing else except that every person must be 
adequately fed. Now, Sir, if the doctrine was to help the agricultural 
and indzzstrial workers of this country to improve their standard of living 
through orderly methods and without recourse to violence, I should have 
the fullest sympathy ivith that doctrine. But let me tell my Honour¬ 
able friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt in all sez-iousness that that is not the 
whole of the doctrine. The experience of other countries shows that it 
is the essence of the Communist doctrine that if in the town of Burdwan, 
from which my Honourable friend comes, there are a thousand people 
Avho cannot for some I’eason or other get a full day’s izieal, or cannot 
clothe themselves adequafeZy, tZiey sZicmZd mareZz in a body to the hovse 
of my Honourable friend, lay violent hands on his person and property, 
pei’haps kill him in the process, and eoninzandeer his propei’ty to satisfy 
their requirements. That, Sir,. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru : That is a libel on Communism even. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub - (Rohilkund and ' Kum.aon Divisions ; 
Muhammadan Rural)h; Why should they not go to the house' of the 
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Maliaraja of Burdwan rather than to that of my Honourable friend Mr. 
Amar Nath Dutt ? 

Mr. President : Order, order. I think, the Honourable Member is 
entitled to greater -consideration, and Honourable Jlembers should not 
interrupt him so often. 

The Honourable Sir Ehupendra Nath Mitra : Sir, I mentioned my 
friend Mr. Amar Nath Diitt, because it was he who 'said the words which 
I have quoted ; but the same thing may happen to me, to my friend 
Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, and in a larger measure to my friend the 
Honourable the Leader of the Oiiposition or to the Mahai’aja o'f Burdwan. 
That, Sir, lirings in the element of revolution, or subAmrsion of the present 
society, on which my friend Mr. xVmar Nath Dutt looks with as, much abhor¬ 
rence as 1 do. ■ ■ 


friend Mr. Ranga Iyer, ivhose after-dinner speech I found it diffi¬ 
cult to follow., apparently Avanted to establish that all Communists do not 
hold Auolent doctrines and that there are among them some, Avith Avhom he 
has been associated, u^ho do not preach revolution or the subversion of 
existing institutions, Avith all its concomitant effects. Noav, Sir, if there 
are Communists of this category—and I believe by friend Mr. Srinivasa 
Iyengar Avas also referring to men of that category—-they have nothing 
to fear from the Bill before the House. But, Sir, if it is an accepted prin- 
ciple that m the interests of the individual members of the community the 
fetate must take action against dangerous lunatics suffering from a limited 

objection to the principle 
nuderlpne State action, in the interests of the communitv as a Avbole 

S?v^ siiffering from a wider type of mental difl’ 

money. Such action Sir, has been taken m most of the civilised countries 
the world {Pancht KotUal Nehm : “Where?”). My friend SN 
IfSi' ^*5^“ referred to the case of xhmerica, Australia' and Soiith 
Afiica. In England too, the principle of the action is admitted thrnVo 
eedure followed may be different : I .am now talking of the nri 010 ^ 0 X 1 / 
I am not d..seu.ssing. Sir, at ti.e pre.sent moment the procedure because 
IfoLv" for discussing the procedure. {Pank 

-nkLJ 77 i ■ r question of procedure.”) Mv friend the 

what he admitting'ihe evils of 

Avere 1 m action ” argued that if a'^Bill Idee this 

tii £"eu ope Pid ''^t:oun! 

'll,,” Sit r; 

t.k, Bill befo/e fte House .vilfee.? 

and South Africa havf never ta d simh eff ei Australia 

a? of esteemed 

Y.ays under.stood that Lo j ' Joshi ; “ Why ”9') T had n 1 

Josld - uuionrin’lS-^ «PPrehensive. of the exploita- 

statomenfwJs mad^ f that, Sir ?’t' If fiSiTh 
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to India to stand in the tvay ortheVmrfSaTaCfunt™ 

Con-rSs Trade TlniL 


It lias been argued, Sir, that tbe industrial unrest udiieli bas'come into 
proimnence in a very marlccd degree in India in tlie last six or seven 
months, lias nothing to do^vith^Communist activities but is the natural 
resuif of economic causes. Now, Sir, we admit that the unrest and the 
strii^s originated from economic causes. That was fully admitted by 

Home hrember, in the course of his speech, 
^ut, oir, these strikes did not originate from the pangs of linnger. It is 
the prolongation of them which has added to the pangs of hunger of cer- 
tain people. My Honourable friend, Mi\ Joshi, was perfectly correct 
when he said that the.y oiuginated in trade disputes, a perfectly correct 
statement, but how have these strikes been prolonged for all this length 
of time, and how is it that they have led to these acts of sabotage and 
loss of life on I’ailwaj’^s, with which we have now become painfully fami¬ 
liar ? 


Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; The 
Honourable Member is perhaps referring to an incident which is yet 
£nh jiidice. 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I am not. If I liad men¬ 
tioned Lillooali, the Honourable Member -would have been perfectly in 
order. 

IWr. K. C. Neogj’’ : AVill the Honourable Member say what specific 
cases he has in mind ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I am referring to general 
cases of sabotage. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : And to loss of life on railways ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : That is a fact. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : These are recent incidents and are yet siih juclice. 
That is exactly my point. 

The Honourable Sir .Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I am not referring to 
anj^ particular cases. Any body reading the facts can come to the obA’ious 
conclusion. 

I shall refer to another instance. I read in the paper.s this morning 
that Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, a name which is respected by me perliaps 
as mneh a.s it is respected by my friends on the opposite side (Ironical 
cheers from the Opposition Benches), had managed to bring about a re¬ 
conciliation at Jamshedpur, but that Mr. Horai is trying his best to make 
that effort of bis nugatory. There again is the writing on the wall, and 
I can draw m.y own inference from it. If my friend Mr. Joshi is unwilling 
to accept that inference, he is welcome to form his own conclusion. My 
difficulty with my friend Mr. Joshi is that for some reason or other he has 
become very pessimistic. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) •. You ate the cause ! 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Natji Mitra : The other day in this 
House he said that for the last 10 years employers in this country and the 
Government have done nothing for the uplift of labour. 1 .should like to 
ask Mr. Joshi how does the position in this respect stand in the case of the 
textile mill industi-y in India. Has not the rise of wages there been more 
than the rise in the cost of living, starting as the datum line with the year 
1914, and does not that prove that the rise in wages allowed during this 
period has enabled the workman to improve his standard of living ? 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member b.Y asking Mr. Joshi a ques¬ 
tion has invited interruption and should therefore give wa 5 L 

Mr, N. M. Joshi *. What I wanted to say was that I did not admit the 
statement made by tlie Honourable iilcmber that the standard of life of 
the Bombay textile workers has gone up. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : It is of course open to 
Mr. Joshi to adhere to his dictum. I refer to published statistics and Mr. 
Jo.shi has not produced anything to contradict those statistics. So far as 
the Government is concerned, the Honourable Mr. McWatters mentioned 
the other day the various items of action which Goverament have taken 
in the matter of the uplift of the conditions of labour. I wish to remind 
Mr. Joshi of one particular incident in M-hich I was personally concerned 
and he was also personally concerned. This House also was largely con¬ 
cerned in that matter. As a result of the representations made to me by 
this House, and by Mr. Joshi personally and by associations of workers, 
m the last three or four years, I have taken steps to largely improve the 
lot of the woi’kers in the postal service. That, Sir, is an instance of the 
good faith of Government in the matter’. (Hear, hear). No, Six’, the 
trouble with my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi is perhaps the same as with 
mj’’ Honourable colleague the Home Member. He as reluctant to place 
all his cards on the table because of possible evil conseouences that might 
result from such action hereafter. (Hear, hear.) 


• arguments Avhieh hare been used in connection u'itli this Bill 

IS that m measure is unnecessary, and my Honourable friend the Leader 
of the Opposition also referred to it. As T understand the argument it 
comes to this. If it could be shown that a goodly number of foreign Com¬ 
munists have been spreading subversive doctrines in the eounirv by or- 
ganising the masses for revolt or by doing any of the thing.-, mentioned in 
lie Bill, that would have made out a prima facie case for this measure. I 
ask my Honourable friend opposite_ in all seriousness, are these the words 

frien.d the Leader of the Oppo.sition was 
and wllw'lT-f his house which was in a faulty state 

the^ '^ actually wait until 

from rxnerltfnr preventive action ? We know. Sir, 

and Jamn. countries, including Asiatic countries like China 

various countries ofspread its cancerous growih in the 
on this House on this ^ is ineumheut 

such preventNe acG^n'? f 

extension of this evil in India to stop the 

Hre two foreign CommunisPr at the present moment there 

inumst sprealmg such Communist or any such Com- 

Nor do I attacrany great immaterialfor' tlie puf- 

N. Boy. , I am not, Sir, a legal PaiJdif^* specific letter of Mri 'M. 
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An Honourable Member ; You are a financial Pandit ! 

Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; . and I cannot 

if the nf^ f particular letter from the point of vieiv 

AHPAir nf op ^vidcncc . But looking at the subject from the point of 
AUCAY ot comnionsense. 


An Honourable Member : Which is so rare ! 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; . I submit that 

tiicre can be doubt tliat it makes it incumbent on all of ns to adopt the 
course of prudence. My Honourable friend the Leader of the Opposition 
also said that this legislation was superfluous because we have got Rogula- 
tion III of 1818 and we can take action against all these people under 
that Kegniation. Non', Sir, if that is so, that certainly establishes an. 
admission of the principle of this Bill. 

An Honourable Member : Hoav does it ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; But there are* diffl- 
culties, as I understand it, in tlie ivay of applying Begulation III of 1818. 

An Honourable Member ; What are they ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra .- Those difficulties 
appeal peculiarly to my linancial mind. Now if we apply Regulation HI 
of 1818, u'e have to intern these people in the jails of India, and in the 
present state of unemployment in imrious countries of Europe, I am not 
sure that that course of action would not attract more of these people to 
find their way to India so that they can be maintained free of cost in our 
jails. Now, Sir, in the interests of the tax-payers of this country, I should 
prefer that foreigners who commit any of tlie acts mentioned in this Bill 
should be straighlaivay put on board a boat and a third class ticket bought 
for them, as Avas mentioned by my Honourable colleague Sir Denys Bray 
the other day, and these people sent back to their homes to be prophets in 
their oAvn country. 

Pandit Thakur Dass Bhargava (Ambala Division : Non-kluham- 
madan) : i^Iay I knoAv AA-hat the third class fare to England is ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; I have no present 
recollection of the figure. I think it is ten pounds. 

Kumar Ganganand Sinha tBhagalpur, Purnea and the Sonthal 
Parganas : Non-Muhammadan) : Is that the single fare or for the return 
journey f 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Then my friend Mr. 
Ranga Iyer referred Avith a certain amount of approbation the other day 
to AA’hat the Pioneer had said on this particular subject. Well, Sir, I am 
a regular reader of the Pioneer. (Hear, hear from the Congress Party 
Benches.) It is possible, hoAvcA’cr, that on account of the official and 
personal AA'orries during the past five Aveeks, I missed that particular 
article or failed to appreciate it. I found hoAvever in yesterday s 
Pioneer another article on the subject. Tliis is AA'hat that paper aa rites . 

Everybody knows the p.artieular cases wliich have actuated the Governmentr 
everybody knows the legal difficulties they are in, and everybody, except the A^-ildest 
extremist, is ready to meet them and to help in solving the problem. 

This is in the Pioneer of the 13th Septemher, and if the Pioneer in an 
earlier issue had expressed a different v'iew on the subject, I have not the 
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slightest doubt that the able exposition of the case by mj’’ colleague the 
Honoui'able the Home Member the other day has persuaded t\iQ’Pioneer 
to alter its views. The article proceeds to say : 

“ Tncie can be little doubt tluit the sjinpathy of most people -will bo with Sir 
Hari Singh Gour,” > 

'We know that our Honourable and learned friend, while advocating the 
acceptance of the principle of the Bill, wants it to be referred to a Select 
Committee where legal technicalities can be examined by legal luminaries 
like himself or like my Honourable friend the late Advocate General of 
Madras. 


Pandit Hirday Nath Ktinzru (Agra Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : What is the heading of this article ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; Whatever the heading 
of the article may be, it matters little. Appearances are often illusory ; 
but I have given you the substance of the article. 

' Now, Sir, before resuming mj' seat, I beseech my friends opposite to 
look at the matter more dispassionately and not to attempt to block the 
measure wliich undoubtedly has its uses for India, under present day 
conditions not onlj'- in India but all over the world. 


(Several Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, I am one of those who are indebted to your wise and cautious 
ruling that this Bill should not be rushed through this House. But for 
that ruling, Sir, men like me who came to this House rather late would 
never have had the chance of listening to the excellent debate which 
has taken place on this measure, nor of taking part in it. I confess, Sir, 
1 do not envy the position of the Honourable the Home Member, that 
the very first measpe which he brings before tliis House as the Leader 
of the House is this objectionable Bill, and my sympathy goes out to 
nun lii his present misfortune. 


I came to this House, Sir, with a very free and open mind, and I 
wrote to my Leader from Bombay that I would listen to the‘debate 
and then make up my mind. I, of course, came with a certain amount 
01 distrust of the executive born of my past experience of the executive, 

SV'Sp wl' if after li.stening to the speech of the Honour- 

mif T . . II Member, the necessity for this drastic measure was made 

1 have concerned. 

» IC “ r I Isd n« same kind o£ fcelm| 

ttoee irni™ ST.?' '"Tly He tells me of a lot 

cim-ents of mee and’ virtne ” ’virtnons God, that there are eross- 

these things on tlust T ™ I ’ 1 have to listen to all 

kno^^ ledge. He alw-iv,^ fiviestion him as to the means of his 

faith and rea.son Thad terra mcognita, the borderland between 

I had listened to the 
this measure is made^n ^ concerned that the 

of false , sense been heW aurprised. Sir. that a lot 

this House. It is said that the 
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Indian religions are in danger. Such a plea proceeding from a Govern¬ 
ment vdiicli lias allowed Christian missionaries for well nigli 150 years 
to convert Hindu and Muhammadan children by the hundred in famine 
times is absurd. We are told that the Indian social system is in danger.^ 
For a Government which has allowed by Statute Indian Christian con¬ 
verts to keep and maintain their rights in the Hindu joint family not¬ 
withstanding their conversion, and which still allows a convert husband 
to disown his wife but not the wdfe to disown the husband, for that 
Government to come and say that the Indian religions are in danger,- 
that Indian society is in jeopardj'^, is vei-y specious logic and I, a hard 
headed law 3 ^er, cannot attach any importance to such professions. I ivant 
to know the real necessity behind this measure—not the false issues 
W'hieli are put before this House—^but the real reason behind it. I shall 
be absolutelj’^ frank w'ith the opposite Benches. It is no use drawing red 
herrings across our path. I shall be frank by telling them that my main 
reason for opposing the Bill is that I distrust the executive. 1 have no 
confidence in this executive government as it is constituted. ^ When my 
lit rle bov asks me for a Mannlichei' rifle I am entitled to inquire 
he has used the air gun ■which I gave him some j’^ears ago, I am entitled 
to examine the conduct of the executive and ask them ‘ How have you 
used on past occasions similar powers which imu claimed in a panic ? 

I cannot forget the Eowlatt Act in considering tliis matter. What sensa¬ 
tion the Government created in this country ! My Honourable friend^ 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, will tell us of the long struggle which he 
maintained at that time. The Right Honourable Srinivasa bastn is 
fortunately still alive to teU us what unnecessary ferment the Government 
of India created in this eountiy. And yet the odious Act, after it was 
passed, remained absolutely a dead letter. We were told then that 
India was in danger. This time it is the Communist-- hat time it was 
secret insurrections, and underground conspiracies. The Rowlatt AJ 
was passed. How has it been used ? It remained a dead lettei. I ask 
the Government now to consider whether it w'as Avorth their Avhile_ to 
embiilcr public sentiment to the verge of madness, and secure powers 
which hav^e since remained unused. , The Act remained a,dead lettei. 

Sir Hari Singh Gout : It wms repealed. 

ivr»* TVT T? Tflvakar ‘ I am speaking of the tiine w^hile it was a live 

Mr. M. K. Jayaxar . 1 . Avhich the Government 

r.-.i deported mider . Tr"»,ToT'lor ive«l tte Goverp- 

gone terrible sufferings and manner^ “ We think we 

inent came-out exuer£nee I a very hard-headed 

made a mistake;’. . Having this time. I will 

man, ivant to examine u ‘ that the Government Benches have 
accept for the sake of although my Honour- 

said about the Agents of the Soviet entirely different picture. 

able friend Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar gives 

My redoubtable V^sia ’ Sir, when I heard that 

“How many days did you f ^at the time 
question I was reminded of a ®^tam tea 

of the promotion to a How much have. J^ou studied j 

have-you been m this class . ’ ^pjow much •hav’^e jmu learnt. 

not ‘ ‘ How much have you observed ^ , nm 
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but “ How manj- years have you spent in this class ? ” If it was a 
long period, he used to give promotion to the higher class. Colonel 
Crawford forgets that what an ob.servant man like my Honourable 
friend j\Ir. Srinivasa Iyengar could gather in ten days, with all the 
opportunities of observation and inquiry which must have been ope’e. 
to him as a leading man of India, would be equal to ten years spent by 
a cold and unobservant olScial sent there by the British Government. It 
lb not the time that counts, it is the measure of observation exercised. 
Mr. Iyengar tells me exactly the contrary stoiy. I likewise read the other 
day in a paper called the Bomhay Ckro7iicle a description given by 
!Mr. Chattopadh 5 ’'aya of the methods of the Soviet Government, which 
d-oes not tally with any of the odious pictures which have been painted 
of the Soviet Government on the other side. I am told. Sir, that England 
herself is very respeetfidly cautious in dealing with the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment and I am speaking subject to correction—^that there are many 
esteemed Members of the British Parliament w'ho have secured valuable 
concessions in the territories of the Soviet Government. If the Soviet 
Government are such hideous creatures as painted to us, surely there is 
something unaccountable in the respectful treatment they receive in 
Europe. But, Sir, for the sake of argument I will assume that the Soviet 
Government and their agencies are all that they are represented to be 
by the other side. But, Sir, I refuse to believe, that so long as India is 
contented, India is peaceful, India has enough food to fill its belly, three 
or four European Agents of that Government would be able to convert 
this peaceful and contented land into a conflagration of revolution. I 
shake my head in doubt and say there must be something wrong some¬ 
where. Sir, the measure before us is most extraordinary ; extraordinary 
in more senses than one, extraordinaiy, e.g., in the powers Avhich it claims 
on behalf of the executive. My Honourable friend. Sir Hari Singh Gour, 
claiming to speak partially on behalf of the Government, talks of referring 
the Bill to a Select Conunittee. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : I never intended to speak on behalf of any- 
bodj^ except myself. 


m. M. R. Jayakar : My Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Gour, 
speaking in favour of a view which is very much identified with that of 
Government, tells us, “ Let us refer the Bill to the Select Committee.” 
He says, “ We will take it to the Select Committee. We will give the 
High Court powers of appeal. We will have a regular trial.” I would 
ask the Honourable the Home Member tehetlier he approves of a reference 
to a Committee for_ such purposes. If I -can understand the prin- 

cple ot this Bill, Sir, it lies in the summary arid swift manner in which 

frbiT there is going to be a protracted 

Court- some kind of jury system, with an appeal to the High 

this Bill ill some delay, why, then there is no reason for 

for that nurnncjp ordmary law of the land is quite competent 

Bill is in^the swiftnesl^^n^ examined this Bill. The very essence of the 
desirable alien takes w'hieh the removal of the un- 

Gour should think of ^.®^sfore surprised that Sir Hari Singh 

purpose of actually Idllinp; the^sonl^ ^ Select Committee for the 

Ktee.™ to St I ^Itoefore agamst 

The only question before us is 
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•whether the necessity for such a drastic Bill has been made out whether 

any urgency has been shown. Two or three instauel W. n ’ 

1 cniite arrvpe Tw,. +1 „ n instances nave been shown, 

ku if wl evamin?!?. Englishinen's names have been mentioned, 
^ilt It ve examine the Bill we will find that the ordinan^ law of the 

JaM IS quite competent to deal with the.se solitary cases. I do not wish 
nanccessarily to detain the House at this late hour. Take clause 2 (o) : 

diicctlj- or indirectly adroc.ntes tlie oveTt]iro-\\ ’by force, etc.” 

pat is already provided for by the Indian Penal Code. Likewise clause 

2 (c) IS provided for by the Indian Penal Code. The only thing that 
one might say is not perhaps provided for by the present Penal c”ode is 
^ ( 0 ), and it constitutes, if I may say so, a new offence— 


hoover seeks to foment or utilise industrial or agrarian disputes or other dis¬ 
putes of a like nature ■^^ith the diieet object of subverting the authority of law or orga¬ 
nised goveimiieiit in Biitish India, etc.” 

shall be punished. With great respect to the draftsman of this Bill, I . 
say, Sir, that there is a most dangerous width of language in the clause, 
dangei’ous especially at tJie time of strikes, for instance. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Eurai) .- It falls 
within section 124-A. 


Mr. M. E. Jayakar : I have not examined this question carefully. 
Possibly my Honourable friend from Karachi is right. Possibly it does 
come within the existing law. (An Honourable Member : " It does.”) 
But supposing it does so fall, for the sake of argument, it does not affect 
my main argument. The question is, is any case of urgency made out ? 
The Bill has been in many places carelessly and hastily drafted. Clause 
1 (4) says : 


“ In particular and without prejudice to the generality of tlie foregoing power, 
the Governor General in Council 01 the I.ocal Government or any Buch officer as afore¬ 
said may require the master of any ship ’ ’ 

to take uji as a passenger the victim of this measure. I should like to a.sk 
the Government of India *’ Under what power ? ” I should like to ask 
the Honourable the Home Llember “ Under what existing law can you 
compel the master of a ship to take a Spanish gentleman, e.g., who comes 
out to this country, and whom Government want to deport ? ” I am 
only pointing out one instance out of several which I can multiply—^but 
do not wish to do at this late hour—that this Bill has been most in¬ 
differently and carelessly drafted, cannot be denied. I ani therefore 
askin«- for more caution, more time, and that no panicky or hasty legis¬ 
lation should be rushed through this House at the point of the bayonet. 
Government have enough povrer in their hands to go on with iii the 
meanwhile. We' are told that they are very unwilling to exercise the 
power under the present law. We are told that the Regulation of 1827 
is very crude, that it is like an instrument which makes noise when Gov¬ 
ernment cut with it, and that Government want to avoid this noise. 
Therefore the Government want an instrument so fashioned that it is 
verv sharp and at the same time will not make any noise when it cuts. 
I am only paraphrasing their argument. The Regulation of 1827 creates 
foo much sensation they say. It causes too much stir in_ -the countY, 
too much newspaper comment. It is therefore m their opinion a crude 
weapon. Therefore we are asked to give them a fine instrument so that 
when R cuts it will not make any noise at all. When Government come 



786 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[14th Sept. 1928. 


^Mr. M. R. Jayakar.] 

and ask me to give them such a weapon as an addition to their armoury^ 
i am entitled to ask, how have they used the old weapon, the Regulation 
ot 1827 ■? They deported men like my Honourable friend to my right, 
who so far as our belief goes are honourable men. I sympathise with 
the Honourable the Home Member that he is not able to place all his 
cards on the table, as admitted by the Honourable Sir, Bhupendra Nain 
Mitra. I sympathise with the Home Member, but that is his misfortune 
and not our fault. We refuse to believe. Sir, that the avenues by which 
Government gather information in such secret matters are means of 
Irue knowledge. Let me frankly tell the Government, “ Whatever your 
police may tell you, we refuse to believe that men whom we know welL 
are revolutionaries. Your information comes through police channels 
vhich we have no power to examine. If a Swaraj Government were sitting 
on the front Benches, if Pandit Motilal Nehru were the Leader of the 
House backed by a Cabinet, if he asked for such drastic powers, what 
i^ould he do ? He would at once take the Opposition into confidence,, 
he would ask the Opposition—just as Mr. Ramsay Macdonald was asked 
by Mr. Baldwin to meet him in moments of grave emergency—he would 
ask the Leaders of the Opposition to come and meet liim. lie would 
trust them—he would put before them all the evidence on which he pro¬ 
posed to act.” Have the Government done that in this case ? No. 
There is before us merely the ipse dixit of the Honourable the Home 
Llember. When he tells us that he has secret information on which he, 
l>roposes to act, I am reminded of the secret information on which Acts 
like the Rowlatt Act were passed. I refuse to believe his secret informa¬ 
tion because his avenues of knowledge are faulty. I refuse to believe- 
that my Honourable friend Mr. Satyendra Chandra jilitra is or was a 
revolutionary. I refuse to believ'e that Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose is a 
revolutionary whatever the police may tell the Home Member. I say 
that the present Government suffers from two defects. The first is that 
they have not in their possession the means of knowing the truth, and 
secondly’-, what limited means they have of knowing the truth are vitiated 
and defective. These means become more faulty because they are not sub.- 
jcct to cross-examination or open inquiry. Therefore my distrust of the 
executive is very great. If a Swaraj Government whom I could trust 
were asking for such a power I should be the first man to give them' 
that power, I agree that we do not want any Soviet agencies here for 
stirring up- trouble in this country. I wish to make my position very- 
clear. It is enough that we have got to carry on this struggle against 
the executive and we do not want any complication to be created by 
outsiders against the institution of property or law. But even with these 
views I oppose this Bill because my past experience has taught me to 
distrust the executive, and speaking for myself, unless a very clear case 
founded on very good evidence is made out, a hard-headed laAvyer like me* 
will not add one single weapon to the present armoury of the executive. 
Their behaviour in the past has been so inglorious and harmful. This- 
is the ground on which I oppose this Bill. I know that Government are 
anxious that this Bill should not be blocked. If so, they should consent 
to have the Bill circulated for public opinion. I am one of those who 
will yield at the last minute if I am convinced that there is a large- 
non-official feeling in the country which demands this Bill. But I am 
not prepared to accept the ipse dixit of five or six men who make ups 
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government. I do not wi&h to be disrespectful to my Honourable 
inenas. tint under their present conditions of rule, they simply accept 
wliat IS told them by their underlings, the police patei or tlie District 
iVla^isti ate. feueh subordinate officials are very often guilty of political 
*^* 1 ^'*^ '^'hat is a plain and blvmt analysis of my opposition to 

tins Dill. Therefore speaking for myself 1 n'lll allow this mea.sure to go 
tfjroiigh if Government agree not to hasjten it but to let it go out for 
public opinion. In a measure of this kind (government .should, in my 
view, proceed with groat caution and with public opinion on their side. 
This Bill would be absolutely useless if the public did not want to 
work it in collaboration with the Government. Instead of going to the 
Gciecl Committee and allowing a High Court appeal and all such machin¬ 
ery, Government can wait for some time and in the meantime ascertain 
public opinion. In the meanwhile 1 tvould also suggest to the Govern¬ 
ment Benches to take the Opi>osition into confidence. Let them put all 
their card.s on the table. There are in the Opposition honourable men 
chiun Govnrument can L-iiiit, Tbej^ wiJj he ihe rulers of the country in 
20 or 25 years’ time. Government can certainly trust them with police 
reports, if not with military secrets, such as Sir Denys Bray keeps in 
his own heart. To say that at this stage, when India is on the eve of 
getting her rights, that Government cannot trust the opposition with 
police reports is to conceal things, as Sir Denys Bray said, under a 
barrage of words and smoke screens. I think, Sir, the smoke screens of 
the Government are far more confusing and obscurantist than the smoke 
screens ever created by my Honourable friend Mr. Lajpat Bai. But 
whatever -we do, for Heaven’s sake let us not proceed on false issues like 
religion being in danger. The only issue is ivhetlier the urgency of this 
drastic measure is made out. I say, Sir, that it has not been made out 
Mild must ask for a much larger measure of evidence on the existence of 
which alone a measure like this can be justified. 


Mr. President ; I have received a request from some Honourable 
Slcmbcis asking me not to sit to-morrow on the ground that it ivould 
be impossible for them to sit for more than five days in a week. I 
should like to know what the Leader of the House has to say. 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I think that whatever vieivs may 
be taken about the merits of this measure it will be agreed that it has 
‘ilreadv enoaged our attention for a long period and it is veiy desir¬ 
able that some decision should be arrived at. I would therefore suggest 
for your consideration that we ought to proceed ivith the further 
■‘■'eoiisideration of this Bill to-morrow. 


Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Sir, wdth due refcreiiefr,=itp'n-he'views 
r.A-r>rpssed bv the Honourable the Home Member, I subnuHthat Members 
Ibis House find it very difficult to work for six dft^'S in a week. In 
fnet for six days we have not only to work in the House but we have 
'.Kn o-ot certain Select Committee.s to attend : and during this week 
™ too sat up to o’clock, after sitliug hi the Houac, on, 
.Select Committees, and that is o great strain npon the nerves of 
Honourable Members. Moreover, they receive a huge pile of papers in 
the e^mning' and it is very difficult, Sir, to find time to prepare the 
speeSes and the other work which comes up for disposal in the Assembly. 
'Hicrefore, I respectfully submit that the Assembly should not, if you agice, 

sit to-morrow. 

XjHSLA 
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Mr. President : Ordinarily i should have granted the request ol 
Honourable Members, but the debate on this motion has already taken 
thiee days and it is not proper to allow it to be further delayed by 
anj 2 .;Obt]ionement. So far as I am -concerned, I think tiiat I can con¬ 
tinue to .sit for six days in the week in the Chair for five hours every 
day ; and I hope Honourable Members, in the peculiar circumstances of 
this particular Bill, will allow me to sit to-morrow. I have decided for 
myself that I should sit to-morrow and finish this debate, and for that 
pui'pose to accept the clo.sure uit the end of the day and take the 
division. In the circumstances, I trust Honourable Members will not 
oijject to my .sitting to-morrow. 

The House stands adjourned till Eleven to-morrow morning. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Satur¬ 
day, the 15th September, 1928. 



LEaiSLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Saiurday, IStli Septemler, 1928. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


-.THE PUBLIC SAPETY (REMOVAL FROM INDIA) BILL. 

Mir. President : The House will now resume further consideration of 
the following motion and amendments moved on the 10th September ' 
1928 : 

Motion moved by Mr. Crerar : 

‘ ‘ TJi.'Jt the Bill to proride for the removal from lii-itish India in certain eases of per¬ 
sons not being Indian Britisii subjects or subjects of States in India, be taken into 
consideration. ■’ ’ 

Amendment moved bj^ Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; 

“ That tlie Bill be circulated for purpose of eliciting opinions thereon.” 

Further amendment moved by Sir Hari Singh Gour : 

' ‘ That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr. Bazal Ibrahim 
Eahinitulla, Sir Victor Sassoon, Nawab Sir ZnMqar Ali Khan, Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, 
the Honourable the Home Member and the Mover, with instructions to report "Nvithia 
three days, and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be four. ” 

*Mr. Jehangir K. MuMhi (Burma ; Non-European) : Sir, I am not a 
Communist. I hold no brief for the Doctrine of the Communist. I have 
no sympathy for Commumstic propaganda. I do not believe that the 
Communists will succeed in making the world a better place to live in. 
So far.-! am more or less in agreement with some of the views expressed 
by the Honourable the Home Member. But, Sir, these are my own per¬ 
sonal views. I do not claim that my judgment is infallible and I do not 
think the Honourable the Home Member would claim for a moment tliat 
his judgment is infallible. Let us assume that the views which we hold 
at the present moment are not sound ; is it then right for us to den}^ to 
other persons who hold different view.s the right of freedom of speech, 
freedom of expres.sion and freedom and liberty of association ? I do not 
. believe in enacting repressive laws unless the very strongest possible case 
^ is made out by the Government for restricting liberty which is the birth¬ 
right, of evei’y subject, British subject or any other subject residing in 
British India. 

Sir, I doubt very much if the Honourable the Home Member has a 
clear or definite idea in his mind as to what the present day Communism 
is. If ire examine the broad principles of Communism I do not think any 
objection could be taken to them. After all we have got the essence of 
the principles of Communism in the present British Constitution. What 
do we find in England at the pi*esent moment ? Death duties to the 
extent of 40 per cent, are levied. _ The State takes away forcibly 40 per 
- cent, of a man’s estate when he dies. 

( 789 ) 
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BIr. T. G-avin Jones (United Provinces : European) : That is not Com¬ 
munism. 


Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi : That is Communism ; the State imposes 
these heavy Death Duties so that one man who in the opinion of the State 
has too much should be relieved of his extra burden and that it should be 
utilized for the benefit of the poorer section of society, 

Mr. T. Gavin Jones : That is Socialism. 


Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi : By Avhatever name my Honourable friend 
may call it the principle is there, that the State should provide for the 
more unfortunate persons of society by taking away from the more for¬ 
tunate persons something which in the opinion of the State they are over¬ 
burdened with. Then. Sir, what do we hnd in the principle of the Super- 
Tax ? It is nothing else than an attempt on the part of the State to take 
away from a man a considerable portion of his excessive income so that 
the surplus may be utilized in bettering the lot of more unfortunate per¬ 
sons. Sir, so far as the broad principles of Communism are concerned, 
nobody in this House could object to them. Tlie real issue is as to the 
methods to be adopted for preaching or promoting the spread of ihcse 
doctrines. 


Now, Sir, let us examine the Government measure assuming that it 
proAudes for a regular trial by the Courts. So long as violence is neither 
piactised nor preached, I do not think there is the slightest necessity for 
interfering with any persons Avhatever vieAvs they may hold or may at¬ 
tempt to preach. But the present Bill goes a great deal further. The 
present Bill, to Avhieh the Honourable the Home Member has invited us 
to commit ourselves, does away Avith the right of trial and seeks to give 
the Executive Government the power to remove from British India certain 
persons aa’Iio entertain certain views or do certain acts. We have been 
luid by tbe^ GoA'ernment of India Avitli a magnificent gesture that British 
Indian subjects and subjects of Indian States have been left out of the 
operation of this Bill. Well, I for one Avoiild have preferred to be kept 
Avithm the operation of the Bill. Suppose British Indian subjects were 
lie operation of the Bill, what would the Government 
of India do : Would the Government of India remove British Indian 
^bjects from India and send them to Australia, Canada of South Africa ? 
that camiot be done. Necessarily, therefore, British Indian subjects 
must be left out of the provisions of a Bill like this since it seeks to re¬ 
move from India certain persons. 

The most serious point AA'bicb strikes me, Sir, is this. If legislation of 

aSL^t Euro^r fntroduced 

sarv coiSaS? ? and foreigners, Avhat wiU be the neces- 

Indmn future so far as British 

Honourawftl ! S : ^ir, I think I am entitled to ask the 

in an uneauiAmenI Member to tell the House in definite language and 
«ao with remarcl to what the Government of India proposes to 

sible courstf EitW I pos- 

most pernicious piece India aviU make use of that 

Communists, or they must” i Regulation III of 1818, against Indian 

t'f an equally sweeping- an<l ^ ^^'^^ure introduce legislation 

munists of the rjo-l'ts wbi, 0 , character depriving Indian Com- 

° they enjoy at present. If the intention of 
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it is inconceivable 

that they should leave out the Indian Communist. It must necessarily fol- 
Smiea very short time the Government of India vdll coiUe before 
this House with a Bill operating against British Indian Communists, 
un ess, as I have said they have made a mental reservation that they will 
con inue to m^e use of Eegulation HI of 1818 against British Indian 
Communists. Whichever of the two courses the Government of India pro¬ 
poses to adojit, we. Sir, must record our strong protest against either 
coui’se. It is no use the Government telling the House at the present 
moment that British Indian Communists are not affected by the present 
Bill. They are affected and_ must be affected ; and we cannot possibly 
shut our eyes to the fact that in the very near future, as a natural result 
of our committing ourselves to the principle of this BiU, the Government 
of India will come hefore this House and ask for summary powers of a 
similar nature against Indian Communists. I do hope, Sir, that the 
Honourable the Home Member Avill tell ns definitely what he proposes 
to do with regard to Indian Communists. I take it, Sir, that the Home 
Member is not suggesting that whatever Indian Communists may do they 
will be let off. If we accept the principle of this Bill, if we punish non- 
Indian Communists, whether they are British or foreign, it must neces¬ 
sarily follow tliat Indian Communists must also be dealt with ; and the 
House is entitled to know what the Government of India proposes to do 
with regard to Indian Communists. 


Now, Sir, is there any real necessity whatever for this legislation ? 
I do not wish to travel over the same grounds again. It has been clearly 
pointed out by able speakers from the Opposition Benches that we have 
on the Statute-book at present ample safeguards, if the Government of 
India really want any safeguards, to meet the present alleged situation. 
So far as foreigners are concerned , I do not see the slightest necessity for 
any fresh legislation, as we have at present on the Statute-book, Act III 
of 1864, the title of Avhich is “ An Act to give the Government certain 
poAvers Avith respect to foreigners The powers given under this Act 
are not only as SAveeping and wide as the powers sought by the Govern¬ 
ment of India by the present Bill, but in a sense they are Avider, because 
the GoAmrnment of India need not specify any reason for dealing Avith 
foreigners under the Foreigners-’ Act. The first four sections of this Act, 
Avhich are abvays in force , give the Government of India more than suffi¬ 
cient pOAvers to deal Avith foreign Communists Avho enter or reside in 
British India. It gives them ample poAvers to remove any foreigners aaIic- 
ther they are Communists or not. Noav, it is Amry strange. Sir, that 
though so many Members from the Government Benches have taken part 
in this debate nobody has told us definitely as to Avhether this Foreigners’ 
Act does or does not giA'C 'the Government of India sufficient poAvers to 
deal with foreigners, whether they are Communists or not. AVe Avould 
like at the earliest possible moment in the course of this debate to hear 
from the GoA^ernment of India' AA'lmthcr the claim made by 'the Opposition 
Benches that the Foreigners ’ Act gives the Government ample poAver to 
deal AAuth foreign Communists, is a well-founded claim or not. If it is' hot 
AA-ell founded, the Government of India should tell the House in Avhat Avay 
the Foreigners’ Act fails to giA'e the necessary poAvers to the GoA’ernment 
of India to deal Avith foreign' Communists. Then, Sir, by section 5 of the 
Foreigners’ Act further poAvcrs are given to the Government of India 
against foreighers AA-hich can be brought into operation by the issue of 
“ Li20LA 
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a Notification. There is only one proviso which exempts from the opera¬ 
tion of the subsequent sections of this Act— 

“ any foreign minister duly accredited by liis Government, any consul or vice-consul, 
or any ijerson under tlie age of fourteen years, or any person in the service of Her 
Majesty. ’ ’ 


I do not know, Sir, Avhether the Government of India is feeling nervous 
that I3ritish India will he filled with Communists under the age of fourteen 
years. I take it. Sir, that the Government of India have no real apprehen¬ 
sion from Communists or Bolsheidks under the age of fourteen years. Sir, 
it seems to me that the inclusion in the present Bill of foreigners and every 
reference therein to foreigners is entirely superfluous. There is not the 
slightest necessity for asking for this fresh legislation so far as foreigners 
are concerned ; and Avhy should Ave be called upon to put on the Statute- 
book superfluous and unnecessary legislation ? Unless the Government of 
India can clearly show how they are haudieapped in the use of the powers 
Avhich they hai'e already got under the Foreigners’ Act, it is impossible for 
this House, Sir, to contemplate gmng them unnecessary and superfluous 
poAvers to deal with foreign Communists. 


Then, Sir, we come to the real and the most important part of the 
Bill, the British Communists. With regard to British Communists, I do 
not think the GoAmrument of India Avill contend that they haA’^e not got suffi¬ 
cient pOAvers to deal Avith them under Regulation III of 1818. Regulation 
III of 1818 applies to eAmryhody ; it applies to British Indian subjects, as 
well as European British subjects and to all foreigners ; everybody who 
is in British India can be dealt Avith by the GoA^ernment of India under 
Regulation III of 1818. Sir Bhnpendra Nath klitra yesterday took upon 
himself a very serious responsibility. He told the House that in his opinion 
it was inadvisable to use Regulation III against European British Com- 
mnnists on financial grounds. He told the House—I do not know whether 
he AA'anted to he taken seriously—^that hy enacting the present proposed 
laAv the Government could get rid of a British Communist by expending 
£10, hut that if British Communists were to he dealt Avith under Regula- 
.ion III of 1818 they Avould haA'C to he kept in prison and fed for a 
consmerable period at the cost of the tax-payer. I do not know. Sir, if 
Sir Bhupendra Nath JMitra took upon himself the responsibility of advis- 
, Government of India to introduce the present legislation against 
briti^ Communists, on the ground that although Regulation III of 1818 
IS sufficient to deal with European British Communists, it is not advisable 
® financial reasons. I do not think. Sir, that Sir 

Bhipendra Nath Mitra really meant what he said. There must he some- 
other reason for the Government’s reluctance to make use of Regulation 
Commpiists ; and we have got to find out that reason. 

T House are not in the confidence of the 

toSSr. 1 ‘ “4* Sir. is to indulge in 

“ S BriU roS, HI of 1818, svere to be used 

chnllpTio-o +Ti rr ^i^^^sts, it aviII cause au uproar in the country. I 

I .™ Sin4 to asserC’tbst 

rmnists “wffl “4 <■* “18 is used agaiust British Com- 

ment of India Avant to do ™ England. What does the Govern- 

ol India wants to force on this difficulty ? Thfe Government 

Bill against British Communists^^W^^^ passing this pernicious 

mmunists. Why should we be subjected to such 
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fh“ if iSfZto “I "fdlrets* 

Tiicm in incUd, whether they are Communists or not ? T do not think 

S"'is To^iSn^r/nn^df'^^T^'^^^^^ Communist who is placed under restraint 
finement in would prefer to remain in eon- 

?eak»rBk£; Goverpmout of India gave him the option of 


„ made it clear, Sir, that at the present moment the Government 

01 inUia have got ample powers-to deal with British as well as foremn 
Conimmiists, and that there is no necessity whatever for anv fresh leo-is- 
lation. ■ ' ° 

There are three courses open to the Government of India with regard 
to dealing with British Communists. They can use Regulation III against 
British Comniuiiists or they can ask the British Parliament to pass the 
necessarj’^ Act to pi'crent Bi'itish Communists from entering’ or from 
remaining in India, or they can ask this House to be a party to this 
pernicious and unjust legislation against British Communists'. If the 
British Government or the Government of India is really convinced of 
the serious danger to India from British Communists, legislation of this 
kind should be introduced in the House of Commons against British 
Communists. The British Parliament has got full powers to deal with 
everj’- British subject. Let the British Parliament decide whether it is 
right or wrong to exclude from India British Communists. Let the 
House of Commons determine whether it is just or proper to restrict the 
rights and liberties of B'ritish Communists. Why should we be forced 
to undertake this legislation ? Let us picture for a moment the Home 
Secretai’y standing up in the House of Commons and trying to intro¬ 
duce a Bill of this nature. I am afraid. Sir, the General Election will 
be hastened immediately. The present party in power would crumple 
up. A British Cabinet Minister would never dream of introducing in the 
House of Commons legislation of this kind in times of peace against 
British Communists. What the Government of India wants to he able to 
say is ; “We have committed ourselves to giving certain rights and 
powers to the people of India. They have representatives in the Assembly 
who have passed this Bill. It is onr duty to respect the sentiments of 
the Assembly.” The Government of India is forcing ns to embark on 
legislation of this land with a view to tell the people of England that the 
Legislative Assembly has been a party to this legislation. 

In dealing with tliis Bill we cannot afford to lose sight of one political 
party in England, the British Independent Labour Party. Some of its 
members freguently visit India and indulge in speeches and contributions 
■ to the Press during their short stay in India. They express a certain kind 
of sympathy for Indian aspirations, and when they go back they carry on 
in England a certain kind of propaganda in favour of Indian aspira¬ 
tions. It is an open secret that these members of the Independent Labour 
Party and their activities are not acceptable to the Government of India 
What would happen if we arm the Government of India with such powers ? 
As human beings they might be tempted to use these powers against mem¬ 
bers of this particular Party. I do not wish to impute any motives to any 
member or to any section of the House. I do not doubt that the Govern¬ 
ment of India believes that there is some need for this legislation, but we 
as legislators have got to provide safeguards. We have got to save the Gov¬ 
ernment of India from themselves. 
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Now, Sir, the present constitution confers the riglit of legislation on the 
Indian Legislature, and not on the Government of India. It is the Indian 
Legislature which has got to consider every question on its merits and de¬ 
cide accordingly. What are we asked to do in ilie present case ? We are 
asked to delegate our powers of legislation to the Governor General in 
Council. It was not intended that the Governor General in Council 
shall make any law, because the constitution provides that we shall make 
every law. Why should we delegate our powers to the Governor General 
in Council ? That is what we are asked to do. The Home Member has 
found himself unable to place any facts or materials before the House. 
The Home Member asks the House to accept his word for it. So far as I 
am concerned, I am prepared to accept his w'ord. I accept his word 
when he says that he is in possession of certain materials. I accept his 
vord when he says that he is convinced from those materials that there 
is a menace or danger to India. But I cannot accept his word, if he 
tries to assert it, that he cannot be wrong or mistaken in that inference - 
or that opinion. It is for us to test those materials. We cannot blindly 
accept the opinion of a Member sitting on the Government Benches, 
however much we may trust him personally. AVhj^ should I surrender 
my judgment to an}'’ Member sitting on the Government Benches ? That 
IS the crux of the question. We are being asked by the Government of 
India to surrender our judgment to the Government Benches, to the 
Governor General in Council, and in a w'ay to abrogate the oath we 
ha\e taken in this House to faithfully discharge our duties. 

The strangest part of tliis debate has been that two Llembers of the 
Opposition, who would be very seriously affected by the so-called menace 
to India from Communism, have definitely told the Government of India 
that there is no such menace, and that they do not want this legislation. 
One IS the able Itlember representing the Bombay Indian Merchants’ 
Chamber in this House, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas. He is a capitalist 
and represents in this House capitalist interest. He is in close toucli 
with the textile industry in Bombay. When a man like him comes before 
ihe House and tells us that thei’e is no menace to India from Communism, 
how can the Government of India expect us to believe them in prefei-- 
ence to Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas t 

Then, Sir, the second Member, I am referring to is hlr. Moshi, 
Wilo represents Labour in tins House. Sir Victor Sassoon warned klr. 
dashi that if the Communists obtained a hold on Indian Labour, Mr. 

disappear. But Mr. Joshi has told us that 
wS hT^^^ obtained no footing in India and that the influence 

IffpctPr! h r exercise over Indian labour has not been 

Sle 'Sir, Mr. Joslii’s opinion is valu- 

is not in tonoL Indian Labour. The Home Member 

on the GovernniPTit n Iiabour, 3ior are the other Members sitting 

reroHst HoTcnn?C to rely on second hand 

bn-ed on materials wbioh l this House to accept its opinion 

enco to Mr Jo5 the llotise in prefer- 

Sir 1 d personal knowledge of facts ? 

Jayakar N\-ent yesterday. which my Honourable friend hfr. 

me by placing the necessary India were to convince 

xy materials before tbe House that there is a 



THE PUBLIC SAFETY (REMOVAL FROM INDIA) BILL. 


795 


163.1 1116113C6 or dsnger to Xiidis from (Xoimnunisiii, I ■would be prep&red 

to arm the Government witb powers necessary to deal with the situation, 

and I would be prepared to trust the Government of India to exercise 

such po-wers fairly and honestly, 

>• 

1 am not disposed to mistrust the Government of India. ' I am pre- 
paicd to accept their wmrd that they would exercise these extraordinary 
pnnmrs in a spirit of fairness and justice. But before I can do that, 

I must be convinced that there is a real menace to India and that such 
menace can only be overcome by legislation of this kind. 

The whole difficulty of the situation in this House, Sir, is the exces¬ 
sive amount of distrust prevailing on both sides of the House. The 
Honourable the Home Member absolutely refuses to trust anj’^ Member 
sitting on the Opposition Benches. My Honourable friend Mr. Ja,yakar 
returned the compliment by saying that he cannot place any trust in the 
Government of India as it is at present constituted. Well, Sir, the posi¬ 
tion is that the Government of India refuse to trust Mr. Jayakar or 
’ iIjc other Members of the Opposition ; and the Leaders of the Opposi¬ 
tion refuse to place any reliance on the words of the Government of 
India. I deplore tlie fact that the Government of India is not prepared 
to take anj' Member of this House into its confidence and dinilge to him 
the materials on the strength of which the Government 'asks for these 


powers. 

Now Sir I do not know what sort of menace this can be which 
has thrown the Government of India into snch a state of So far 

as the province Avhich I have the honour to represent m tins House is 
concerned, I may assure the Honourable the Home ^fember that it is 
absolutely new's to me, as well as to my Honourable friend U. Tok Kyi, 
who along wuth me represents Burma in this Assembl 5 ^ that there is any 
ri cli danler 01 menace from Communism, so far as the province of Burma 
is concerned. Both of us ought to >know something ahont it, if there 
was any foiiiidation for such alleged menace. 

Sir in the speech delivered by Sir Denys Bray, one thing struck me 
” -cr cim be was filled with indignation at certain state- 

Hononiable Su D y possibly banish from our minds the 

particular legislation. Member here—Lala Lajpat Rai—who years 

hving instance of a bioth jjj- ^ ^^v'as deprived 

. ago was dealt S the prisons of Burma. Is Sir Denys 

of bis liberty and W man is filled with bitterness ? 

Bra, aurpmed that the ‘“f ‘ „ood%-iU tomrfe Oot- 

Dees Sir e“ri«rof the best part o£ his 

erJipeiit after speitdi b '..t- „ far-off prison in Burma ? I aratit 

' life in that wre-tehed a n Honourable Pandit Motilal 

to ask ■what foir Denj s Bi y pounle of hours in one of the cloak 

Nehni ivere to lock imSe the Honourable Pandit doing 

rooms of tins House . « House imagine Pandit ilotilal 

anything so f couple of'hours in the cloak 

Nenru locking / the expiry of those two hours. Sir 

room. I am f ^ r^^eel mffignaJL be would he filled with 

rsuSurh^Jrerr^ 
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Tt, Ipcriqlation of this type, the Government should proceed with 
i n-n Fven if the Government of India acts with the best of mten- 
SiS d^not to dourtheir intenticn-if the Govefiment should 

rUu? ot uujustly even in a single iustanee _ ht erness 


ana 


heaTt oflhat p^tieuTar man tvonld be 


filled. , 

Well Sir if the Goi-ernment of India adheres to the_ position that 
thfy are ’unable to take even two Leaders of the Opposition into their 
c^yenee and place all or at least some of the matenals before them 
then the Government must blame themselves if this House lefuses to 
surrender its judgment to the Government of India. 

Sir. my Honourable friend, Sir Victor Sassoon talked a great deal 
about China and the destructive effect of .Communism in China. Although 
I have not had the privilege of meeting Chinese Generals as Sir Victor 
Sarsoon had, I have also been to China ; and, apart froin that I have 
had numerous opportunities of coming in close contact with the Chinese 
race for more than fourteen years in Burma. I have had opporUinities 
of knowing a large number of the Chinese people residing in Burma, 
some of whom have got relations and connections in China and some of 
vhom frequently go to China. I thinlc I am entitled to tell the House 
that what I have learnt about Communism in China is not borne ont by 
the statement made by Sir Victor Sassoon before this House. 

Now, Sir, with your permission I wish to deal with another point. 
It id not only a point for opposing the Bill in its present form, but it 

is also a point of order and jurisdiction which I shall raise at the proper 

stage. The Bill as it is framed seelis to affect persons who do certain 

Things outside British India. Now, with your permission, Sir, I shall 

read certain iiarts of this Bill and apjily them to section 65 of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Act. Clause 2 of the Bill reads as follows : 

“ In this Act the expression ‘person to Tvliom this Act .ipplies' means any person 
(not being an Indian British subject or the subject of a State in India) who— 

(a) directly or indirectly advocates the owrtlnow by force or violeiiee of the 
Government established by law in British India, or the abolition of all 
forms of law or organised government, whether in British India or else¬ 
where, or the assassination of public officials, or the promotion of enmity 
or hatred between different classes of His Majesty’s subjects, or the 
destruction of property or unlawful interference with the ownersliip of 
property; ’ ’ 

Now, Sir, take the case of an Englishman who has never been to India 
and who is not concerned with India, but who takes an active part in 
the Communistic propaganda in England, a thing which the Laws and 
the Constitution of his own country allow him to do. But in doing that 
he makes himself liable to be dealt with under this Bill. Suppose that 
Englishman has been confining his Communistic activities to the people of 
England for five years and that thereafter he comes to India as a tourist 
and does not take any part in Communistic propaganda in India ; even 
then, according to the provisions of this Bill, as it is framed at present, he 
Mmes under the definition of a person liable to be dealt with under this 
i -j is liable to be removed from British India by the Government 
«nf.b submission, Sir, that this House has no power to pass 

BrhiJh T-nrii-i power to legislate in respect of persons out of 

hat we are called upon to do now is to legislate eA’-en 
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SnSonly tfEngland!''' ^rigl^nd and wliose activities are 

“ re^e •' does the Honourable Member find the word 


T MuhsM ; Section 65, clause (1) says that the Indian 

legislature has iiOAVer to make laws for all persons and for aU things 
wilhm British India. 

Mr. President : If a Britisher happens to be in British India, is 
' not tins Legislature entitled to make laws in respect of him ? 

^ Jehangir K. Munshi ; I submit, Sir^ that we can make law.s 
only in resxiect of something that he does in British India and not in 
recpect of something that he does and which he is entitled to do in 
England. If an Englishman who permanently resides in England and 
has been carrying on Communistic propaganda in England comes to 
British India, but does not take any part in the Communistic propa¬ 
ganda in India, tlien according to the Bill as it is framed at present, 
he can still be removed from British India for the acts which he did in 
England though lie does absolutely nothing in British India. 

Mr. President : Because he is in British India. 


Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi : But I submit. Sir, that he commits no 
ollence in India by merely visiting India either in respect of this Bill 
or otherwise. 

Mr. President : That is very far-fetched, hir. Munshi. 

Mr. Jehangir K. MnnsM : I submit not, Sir. But, as I have already 
.said I am not raising a point of order at the present moment ; I am 
only drawing the attention of the Government of India to the fact that 
section 65 of the Government of India Act does not permit this House 
to legislate in the manner that they are as^g us to do, and it is one 
of the grounds for opposing certain provisions of the Bill. As 1 have 
said, I shall raise it as a point of order when the question of passing 
the Bill comes up before the House. 

Noav Sir, whether under section 65 of the Government of India 
Act this Legislature has or has not the power to pass this Bill, I ask 
the Government of India ; is it fair, is it just, that an Englishman 
who does no wrong in India and who leaves Indians alone,_ should be 
liable to be removed from British India simply because he indulges in 
certain activities in his own country which are not debarred by the 
laws of his own country ? If an Englishman doe.s something which is 
Dcrfectly lawful in his own country and if he visits India as a harm¬ 
less tourist whv should he liable to deportation 1 Are we to be a party 
to legislation of this kind against Englishmen who after all are our 
fellow-suhiects ? I object, I strongly object, to be made the odious 
source or instrument for such permissions legislation against English- 


men. , . 

I do not propose to take up the time of the House any longer ; but 
I do trust that the Honourable the Home Member or any other Member 
from the Government Benches wiU categorically and unequivocally 
answer the following questions ; , • i + 

(1) Does the Government of India think or does it not think that 
-the Foreigners’ Act gives them ample powers to deal, 
foreign Communists ? 
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(2) If tlie Government lias got snifieient poAvei's under the: 

Foreigners ’ Act to deal with Foreign Communists, .AAdiat is the- 
necessity for any further legislation ? , • • 

(3) Cannot the Government of Ipdia deal wdth British. Com¬ 

munists under Regulation III of 1818 ? ; . 

(4) If it can, what are the reasons for its reluctance to use that 

Regulation against British; Communists ? . , . 

(5) Is it not open to the British.Parliament to deal with-British 

Communists by legislation undertaken .in the , British 
Parliament ? ‘ . ' ... . > 

(6) If that is so, Avhy does the Government, of, India think it 

better that such legislation should be undertaken by this 
House and not by the British Parliament ? ' ■' 

(7) And AA’hat is most important is, ho.Av and in Avhat manner, does- 

the Government of India jiropose to deal vrith Indian Com¬ 
munists ? 

■ I wonder. Sir, if after this debate in the House‘the Honourable the 
Home Member wdll consider it .necessary, and adAUsable ,to' take .at least 
rvvo Leaders of the Opposition into his confidence and disclose to them 
some of the facts and materials on which the demand for. this legislation 
is based ? This’Bill is-fuir of' a number of pernicious principles,'and it 
is impossible for us to agree to any of the pernicious principles under¬ 
lying the Bill till we-are convinced beyond the shadow of a "doubt that 
there is a real and grave menace whicli would justify 'leg:islatiori of this 
kind. I therefore. Sir, consider it my duty to refuse to accept -the prin¬ 
ciple of the Bill ; and 1 feel that the best interests of the country Avill be . 
served by its circulation.- ■ ' 

Mr. S. M. Bharucha/(Bombay■■Nominated ' Official)' :• Sir, I rise 
to support the Bill moved: by tire- Honourable the Home Member. . I sup¬ 
port it both on theoretical and on practical grounds. The theory , is, Sir,., 
that cA^erj" right-minded Indian is first and foremost for preservation of '' 
laiy and order. India has suffered in the past enough from anarchy and 
disorder ; and if the preserAmtion of laAv and order' requires a ■•little-: 
repression here and a little repression there among its own . nationals, 
even then India is for that little repression rather than for anarchy and 
disorder in the name of liberty. Sir,, if tliat is the case ■ in ’ connectiou 
Avith its OAvn nationals, would it be a A’ery great thing if GoA'ernment 
.were to ask for poAver to deport undesirable aliens' and non-Indians who 
in the name of freedom and liberty come here and- soav the seeds .of 
anarchy and disorder ? . 


That is the theory, Sir. As for practical grouUds, let us look at -the 
peculiar circumstances in AA'hich India is situated.. There are. Sir, in this 
hiige. continent tAvo big .systems' of religion prevailing, two > systems of 
religion AA'lncb are sometimes in many respects antagonistic to eacb other, 
s (mg as there is:peace -in the country Hindus'and Muhammadaris IHe- 
oge hei -in peace and amity in-lakhs bf' our-Adllages-and in thousands 
and ,cities. In villages they are veiy-ncery'pobr' as eAmry- 
«:ea'^-n a- tendeney to migrate- every year' and' every 

in -Deace .cities in .search of a living.. . .There, Sir,-too they live 

in my ndmiltionortS' soh" to none- 

lie soiia virtues of.-our. Indian peasant and our 
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Indian labourer. I have eome into contact witb him for tbp SO 

ss € 

of his illiteracy crednbtv veiy much handicapped on account 

or ms niiteiacj, credulity, superstition, and, where a question of reli"ion 

of Tndi^n’ is no nobler task for the Government 

e^ndhlnn nf intelligentsia of the country than to ameliorate the 

condition of Giese peasants and these labourers ; but the operation of 
the measures by w^hich alone their condition could be gradually improved 
rad^ by which, in towns and cities they could earn double the wao-es 
they are earning at present, and in villages they might be able to grow 
two blades of corn where at present tliere is only one,—I say the opera¬ 
tion of these measures must be slow beeause the measures are primary 
education, technical schools, co-operative societies, agricultural banks, 
cottage industries, trades unions. To some of my friends tbe pace of 
progress appears to he very slow ; others would like to accelerate it 
not by enforcing these measures alone but by initiating a war against 
capital in towns and cities and a war against landlordism in villages. 
They are taking a leaf out of the book of Communism, a foreign growth 
altogether, and tliej' do not mind seeking and invoking the help of foreign 
Communists. Now, Sir, Communism is a. noxious plant, absolutely 
alien to our soil. . But unfortunately, if imported in large quantities and 
after it takes a deep root, it will find a most congenial evironment—an 
environment consisting of, as I have said before, illiteracy and credulity. 
This noxious plant, if allowed to overrun the country, will be very diffi¬ 
cult to eradicate later on ; it will be extremely difficult to save our 
ancient culture and oiir fabidc of industrial concerns, if it is allowed to 
be firmly planted. I maj’' take another analogjL This wretched Com¬ 
munism i.s *a very small streamlet in the beginning. Unless it is diverted 
and dammed at the source, it will gather force and strength as it descends 
the hills and meets with other torrents and cross-currents—it might 


gather such voliime and become such a terrible flood that it might burst the 
flood gates of law and order. Then it will be very difficult to stop this 
flood from engulfing and sweeping away what i.s nearest and dearest to 
tbe hearts of every patriot in India. Unfortunately, Sir, there are a 
few people in this country who fondly imagine that if in that same flood 
the present system of government is swept away, they would not mind 
takin" tliat risk. It is a mistaken belief. Government have very wisely 
taken'^ their stand on the lull tops of patience, preservation of law and 
order and promise of self-government by stages. It is the_ people of 
India who will really suffer if this flood comes down. It is our big 
landlords, our merchants, om- millowners, our ancient chivalry, our noble 
houses who will suffer ; just as it happened in Russia, it is these innocent 
men who will suffer. It will be the dtity of the Government then to 
save the wreckage and rebuild what they can. 

At present, in our fair city of Bombay nearly a lakh and a half of 
people are out of employment. There is an imprecedented mill strike going 
on there. People are losing wages at the rate of at least a laldi of nxpees a 
day ; at tJiat rate probably they have lost already about a erore and a half. 

• It'is not diffienlt to imagine what the plight of these poor lakh and a lialf 
of people must be at present. It is not difficult to imagine that they 
must be hamng hardly a decent meal a'day. The Government of Bombay 
held two conferehces to bring the millowners and the mill hands together. 
Unfortunately both the conferences broke down. 
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Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : May I ask my 
Honourable friend who used to meet the millowners ? 

Mr. S. M. Bharucha : Ninety per cent, of these mill hands are 
v'illing to go back to work if allowed to do so. But it is the small per¬ 
centage, a very small percentage I may add, Avho have perhaps imbibed 
the doctrine of Communism that buoys them up with false hopes ; and 
in the meetings of the mill hands in their cliawls in Bombay and in my 
district night and day, there is persuasion not to go to worli and some¬ 
times intimidation. Mills are picketed and there are even assaults. It 
is not difficult to imagine, Sir, what the strain on the police force of 
Bombay must have been for the last five months ; and recently some 
leaders of the mill strikes declared that they will not be responsible for 
the safety of the mill property if .this strike Avent on much longer, I 
ask who Avill suffer 1 If this unfortunate, half-hungry crowd of miU 
hands broke out in disorder, will not innocent tradesmen, merchants, 
house-OAvners and CAmn poor ladies suffer in the first feAV hours ? Because, 
Sir, it is only in the first fcAv hours tliat the real damage is done ? A 
mob Avhen out of order, when it gets out of hand, is like a mad infuriated 
bull ; it sees nothing but red ; it destroj’-s everything that comes in its 
headlong career and tears friends and 'foes alike, till it is killed. Sir, 
this lurid picture is not at all from my imagination. In my thirty years 
of service I have had to deal Avith riots and I knoAv AAffiat I am talking 
about. The Government of India come to this House. 


Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : But how aauU the situation improve if this Bill 
IS passed immediately ? 'Will you Idndly let me knoAv ? 

Mr. S. M- Bharacha : Kindly listen to me. The Government of 
India come to thus House with a very modest demand. (Honourable 
Members: A A-ery modest demand!!)” Well gentlemen have 

Vi Government of India comes to this House Avith 
Communism should not be alloAved 
un till ^ if ^his land where it is absolutely unlrnown 

tleporting an- undesirable Bnglish- 
S this nn^ J It is purely a question of^eing 

this doctvb f if- f illiterate dumb millions, 

trfniio r) jtT “lakes a lazy man turn covetus eyes on his indus- 

if tl IS Bib property. That is the way in which, 

if the hands ii'kole danger will be nipped in the bud ; and 

be onen both tf^ ““o strengthened by this legislation, it Avill 

have said Irnfm-o to the intelligentsia of this country, as I 

five legislation ’ ^ ^“^okorate the condition of our poor rAmts by construe- 

the HonouraWp before. My friend, 

his SSrio-?av^;t «ther day-I am sorry he L not in 

ShoAY the fire ” an pertinent question. “ Where is the fire ? 

to point out to him f smoke without fire. But if I were 

say ” Oh, well there is n^Tsm^i^^ chimneys of the Bombay miUs, he will 
smoke. Communism N TsSp? T say ■ “ Yes ; there is no 

explodes ; hut when it before it 

1 say, Sir, let us not play with remedy.” So, once'more; 
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Mr. T. Gavin-Jone§ : Sir, every Honourable Member in this House 
12 Noon. sen.se of responsibilit}- or any sense of 

Tnflin at liaart realities of the situation, or has the interests of 

India at Heait, must of necessity support the principle of this Bill It 

was a matter of sui;prise to me to hear that thi.s BiU was going to be made 
a controversial subject. b uc mo-u. 


+1 situation is a piquant one. On Monday we heard the Honourable 

the Opposition vigorously upholding the control of the 
British Parliament over the Indian Legislature, while, on the other hand, 
we heard the Honourable the Law Member equally vigorously supporting 
the rights of the Indian Legislature, and during the last three days of 
the debate we have heard Honourable Members opposite vigorously 
supporting the liberty of anj^ and eveiy European subject coming to this 
country. 

Sir, there is an atmosphere of unreality surrounding all this. Of 
course, we are dulj^ grateful to Honourable Members opposite for looking 
after our interests, but we will be a great deal more grateful if they will 
lend us their assistance when we really want it. Sir, I do not believe that 
Honoui'able Members opposite in their heart of hearts really oppose the 
principle of this Bill. What they do oppose is the Government and all 
its ways. 

Now, Sir, this is a Bill which it is urgently necessary to pass, and I 
hope they will forgive me if I say that in this instance they are acting 
in a very unpatriotic manner (Hear, hear from the Congress Party 
Benches), and I congratulate the Honourable Sir Hari Singh Oour on 
his well-reasoned and patriotic speech, and I hope that Honourable 
Members in this House will support his amendment. 

Sir, time was when legislation of this character was unnecessarjq but 
since the Russian Revolution, an organization has been created called 
the “ Third International ” with ramifications all over the world and with 
its headquarters in Moscow from whence it is financed, and it is supported 
by the Russian Government. This organization is carrying on warfare, 
an insidious warfare, not onlj'' against all Governments in the world, but 
against ail existing institutiou.s, economic, social and religious, and it is 
the duty of every self-respecting citizen who values these institutions to 
oppose this warfare with every power in his possession. 

The Honourable hlember, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, told us of his visit 
to Russia, and he endeavoured to point out to us how wonderful Russia 
is. Now, Sir, I have no doubt that Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar is quite sincere, 
but he did not tell us how long he was in Russia. Considering the fact 
that his tour in Europe lasted for only three or four montlis, he could 
not have been in Russia for more than one or two Aveeks. Also the 
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition told us a great deal about the 
Labour Party tour which was conducted through Russia, It leaves me 
cold to hear the reports of all these individuals and parties Avho are 
personally conducted by the Government of Russia tlirougli Russia. Not 
very long ago Honourable Members opposite Avere indignant and asserted 
that a certain lady, hliss Mayo, Avas personally conducted by the Govern¬ 
ment of India on her tour through India. Noaa-, Sir, these Honourable 
Members Aidio objected to that are hardly the right people to bring 
forAvard evidence of this kind in tliis instance. 
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Now, Sir, Russia is in a deplorable economic state, and sooner than 
accept the evidence of people who have been conducted round the country 
in a short time, I prefer to rely on the cold facts of economic statistics. 
In a Statistical report published in Canada a copy of w'hich I have here, 
they say that before the war Russia Avas their strongest competitor in 
the markets of the world in wheat, and now Canada is the biggest wheat 
exporting country in the world. Not only that but Russia has now placed 
lai’ge orders in Canada for Avheat. I have also seen reports in all the 
economic papers which shew- that the cost of production of manufactured 
goods in Russia is A^ery high indeed in spite of the very Ioav standard 
of living of the w'orkers. Now, Sir, Avith these economic facts before us 
in spite of the reports and evidence of personally conducted tours it is 
evident that the economic condition of Russia must be in a deplorable state. 


Honourable Members profess to scoff at the GoA'ernment for their 
fear of Red ijropagauda ; and say that they are in a panic oA-er the 
Red peril. Noav, Sir, Ave Industrialists who are in close touch Avith 
labour and are up against the realities of the situation, not only share 
the GoA'ernment’s fears, but think that the GoA-ernment are not firnr and 
prompt enough, and I am glad to say that I haA-e the supirort of my 
friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas on this matter. 

Now, Sir, regarding my friend Sir PurShotamdas Thakurdas’s speech, 
he is a friend of mine, and I have agreed Avith him on many things and 
fought severe battles on his side, and I am sorry to haA-e to criticise him. 
I have also heard many of his Avell reasoned and eloquent speeches in tliis 
House, but I cannot congratulate him on the effort he made on Wednesday 
last. What, Sir, is the suhstauee of hi.s speech ? , He admits that there 
is Red propaganda, he admits that' it is serious, and he even goes so far 
as to say that the Government is Aveak-kneed 0 A'.er the matter. Then he 
goes on to say : “ Why don’t you nse Regulation III ”, and the 
Honourable the Leader of the Opposition w-as equally, insistent that 
Regulation HI should be used ; in fact many Honourable Members 
opposite have .said tlie same thing. Noav, Sir, Regulation...HI is a 
Regulation which none of us like, Europeans or Indians. {An Honpnrqblc 
Memher : ” Then repeal it {Another 'Honourable Member : Why 

don’t you repeal it ?”) Noav, Sir, I haA^e heard mo.st fluent'speeche's 
made by my friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, by the Honourable the 
Leader of the Opposition and by others as Avell against Regulation III. 
Surely,it is iUogieal that they should ask Government to extend the use 
of that Regulation. 


•o (Bombay Southern DiAUsion : Noii-Muhammadan 

jAural) : Do you mean they should add to it ? 

Gavin-Jones : You are asking them to extend the nse of it. 
Honourable Member ; ” No ”.) 

” If a bargain with Government and to say, 

Now.^Sir.^if'this ^ Pi'epared to support the Bill.” 

principle of this Bill “sans that he approA-es of the 

.o..laUt poSvXpcrt we" removed he 

- pport the Bill, but he say.s he will support the Bill 
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If R-egulation III is removed. That is an illogical position which I do 
mot see how he can maintain. 

^ My Honourable friend, iilr. Jayakar, made his usual eloquent speech 
which I am alwa 3 \s delighted to hear, but he really made, so far as I 
could gather, onty two important points. One is that the evidence 
Government have given that there is Red propaganda in India is not 
sulBcient, and the other is that lie does not trust the Government. Now, 
Sir, very many Honourable Members have repeated that eomiilaint that 
they do not trust the Government. Sir Hari Singh Goiu’ says that the 
powers are too wide and wants to amend this Bill in Select Committee 
-so as to restrict the powers of Government. That I can understand, 
hut when the Honourable Member says, “ I do not trust Government to 
do anj'thing at all ”, then I submit that his position is quite illogical, 
for this reason. Every Government has to have an executive, j’-ou cannot 
cany on government without it, and yon must trust the executive to 
some extent. You can hem them in with rules and regulations, but yon 
have got to trust them. Now, 'Sir, the position that the Honourable 
Member has taken up is this, ” I distz'ust Government entirely.” This 
argument can be brought forward against any legislation that the 
Government majr bring forward and rnake.s government by the Legis¬ 
lature impossible. (Hr. D, Y. Belvi : “ Anj'^ repressive legislation.”) 

What it really amounts to is non-co-operation. If Honourable Members 
are so distrustful of Government, then it is their dutj'' to remain 
•outside this House and allow those members to legislate who can co¬ 
operate and trust Government to carry on. As regards the evidence of 
Red propaganda that the Honourable Member has asked for, I will tiy 
to deal with that later on. My Honourable friend asks for the Bill to 
be circulated. That is a delaying motion and is an attempt to kill the 
Bill, I sincerely trust that the House wall not follow his admee. It 
is a policj' of wait and see. Sir, that remtuds me of a little incident 
that occurred on the floor of this House in Delhi last year when a brick 
fell from the roof on to the floor in front of the Commander-in-Chief. 

The -whole House was very excited at the time and said that something 

mlist be done immediately to prevent a recurrence of such an accident. 
I did not then hear anj' Honourable Member saj’-, ” Let us Avait and see 
if anotherhriek will fall.” (Laughter.) (Mr. 31. B. Jax/akar : “ We saw 
the brick fall ”). Now, Sir, as regards the challenge to produce evidence 
of Ekl necessity of taking strong measures, 

the Government are in a difficult position. I am not in the confidence 

of Government, I am mereh’’ a back-bencher. But all Governments have 
to protect their executive and they have certain information about 
conspiracies, reAnlutions and troubles which they cannot divulge. Their 
position is a very difficult one and we have to accept what evidence they 
can give. But I should have thought that Honourable IMembers would 
.have been quite satisfied with the evidence that is given in the Press. As 
regards the raihvaj' strikes, AAhatcA'^er my Honourable friend, iMr. Joshi 
may Say that the basis of the strikes are economic, he cannot deny the 
fact that these strikes are aggravated, prolonged and embittered ly Red 
rcAmlutionaiy propaganda. I rvould like to izoint out that there is one 
new thing that has come into these strikes in India Avhich was not there 
before, and that is the policy of sabotage. That it has occurred on the 
Rail-waj's I think is most regrettable, and we all knoAv it is due to Red 
propaganda. Then, Sir, I har^e here a telegram, dated the 8th September, 
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1928, in the Indian News Agency telegrams from. Etiaragpur, which 
shows that Red propaganda is active even when the men have returned 
to work : 

“ Khaiagpur, 8th. The situation is quiet, although normal working not yet 
been resumed. Mahomedan employees of Bengal Nagpur Railway workshop been 
ariested on charge of being in possession of live bombs.” 

So much for the Railways. At Jamshedpur, we all know that the workers 
there are exceedingly well treated. We know that that industry could 
not possibly pay their men so well if it had not such a large measure of 
protection. They are well housed, thej* are well fed. I have recently 
heard—I cannot vouch for tlie truth of it, but I have lieard from a 
reliable source—that 7,000 men have recently returned to work and 
their real object is to collect sufncieiu money from their wages to help 
the other men who remain out on strike and to disorganise the industry.- 
Now, Sir, the steel industry is a very highly organised industry, and it 
is quite easy for one department to upset the whole organisation. 1 hear 
from a creditable source that the Tin-plate Works are likely to he closed 
down for want of steel plates. That is because men have gone Bolshy 
and are bent on giving as much trouble as they possibly can. Then I 
hear from Calcutta that on the banks of the Hooghly there are three mills, 
one of them a cotton mill and the other two jute mills, aU fairly close- 
together, which have had to he closed down due to the activities of 
Mr. Spratt. Then, Sir, I will bring Honourable Members nearer home, 
to Caiynpore. In Cawnpore we have an organisation called the 
‘‘ Mazdur Sabha ”. It purports to he a trades union organisation and 
it is registered as such. Its membership is not very large. At one time 
that organisation received some support from the employers. 1 come 
from Cawnpore, I employ labour myself and I know what I am talking^ 
about. We endeavoiu’ to allow this organisation to grow as a trades 
union. (ilZr. B. Das : “ How kind of you.”) We did not oppose 
this organisation in any wai* at all {Mr. K. Ahmed : “ Whj’’ do you 
not pay higher wages to them ?”) We are only too glad to have sound 
trades union organisations develop so that we may have some authoritative 
body to deal with when our men go out on strike. But this organisation 
has gone Red. It is avowedly a Bolshevik organisation with all the 
Bolshevist ideals. 


Mr. K. Ahmed : Why don’t you pay them higher wages and take 
the bull by the horns ? 

Mr. T. Gavin-Jones ; I want Government to take the hull by the 
horns'. It holds meetings in the open air under the Red flag and that 
flag has the Moscow badge (hammer and sickle) on it. Its officers wear 
brassards with the Moscow badge on their arm and they preach and talk the 
and tenets of the Bolshevists. They have succeeded in bringing out 
fm- ill nn strike, and when they did strike, it was verv difficult 

to find o..t ,vhy thoj. had i-onllT stmek. All sorts 
S ‘’To”""* ’"'I “ teal de&ite statome“t „f 

eveatest troahU ■ pMsible °?he°” aod that ovganisatioa gave the 

and ve,,. ™nriysS«l„f S AT™*''’, teturning 

have gmr baek mS. SfS,'' f olenoe. The Elgin Jmis ,neS 

™ tattled ■ hr 
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they .spread 
men to join the 


heard some months ago that certain agitators had come to Cawnpore and 
■were endeavouring to create disturbance among the mills by bringing 
the workmen out one mill after another and thereby upsetting the 
emplo 3 mrs. Onty the other daj’^, last month, they attempted to bring out 
the Woollen Mills’ worlonen, but their membership in that mill is very 
small, the 3 ", were not able to have sufficient influence, and very fortunately 
the men refused to listen to the blandishments of this organisation. But 
thej’’ did their worst spreading leaflets broadcast among these ignorant 
men. I will read an extract to show ® the sort of stuff 
broadcast to the emplojmes. After appealing to the 
" Mazdur Sabha ”, they say : 

“ Tiio foiiiulation of the labour agitation has taken deep root, and even the 
Almighty can do no haini to it now. We know that in the world the capitalists are 
£till predominating, but they sliould bear in mind that better days for the coolies are 
not very far off now. Tlio Sun of the liberty of the labourers has already dawned 
upon the Russian territory and its rays arc spreading over countries of the world. 
The Sun can be eclipsed only for a short time, bnt cannot be efiaced for ever. 

It is stuff of this land which is being circulated. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber ; Indian 
Gomuieroej ; Perhaps the Honourable Member will be good enough to state 
Lw many of the office-bearers of this “ J'^azdur Sabha pe Britisher 
or foreigners and how many are Indians ? That js the point. The les 
is all veiy interesting, hut is hardly to the point. 

Mr. T. Gavin-Jones : I cannot tell what British organisation there is. 
We liave no British organisers in Cawnpore. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Or non-Indian workers in the 

Mazdur Sabha ” ? _ , ^ 

Mr T Gavin-Jones : But it is a very clever organisation, and these 

ivir. 1. to India trained men, and they carry on their 

Buro])can or^n manner, and we know in Cawnpore, where 

propaganda 1 . perfectly well, that by some means or another. 

VMtevctslSe lrLV come, L, trade union there has been turned 

into a Bed organisation. . ■ ■ 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : All Indians. Don t be beating ahouti 
the hush. 

- T; Gavin-Jones : Then they go on to say : 

Even the Government has recognised the existence of the Mazdur Sabha.” 

jVIr. N. M. Joshi : Do you object to that :? 

ffisSn wffich should'claimTa? 

-SS^Sra^rnmU and I thinlt that when 
erSnStion beeomee openly a End rm-olutionarj-, rt ,a the bnsmese of the 
olrernment to take some steps in the matter. . 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Take steps against Indians ?' 

Mr. T. Gavin-Jones : We do not want Europeans to come into this 
country ivho are trained in Russia to make our difficulties ten times v orse. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Who wants them ? Nobody wants 
them. 

Mr. T. Gavin-Jones : We-have got to tujn them out. ^ 

I,126lA 





Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: There already are poAvers, Why do 
not the Government exercise them ? 

Mr. T. Gavin-Jones; We have been told a lot about the innocenee of 
Bnssia, but I prefer to believe the evidence which my friend Sir Victor 
Sassoon has given us. He is a business man and he goes to China to see 
the Government of China on business terms, and he has to be told exactly 
wliat the situation is, and I prefer that evidence to the evidence of any 
tour which is made in Russia. Sir, surely a man is a fool if he sees a 
flame being put to his house to d&troy it and does not put it out immediate¬ 
ly. Tlicre is an old English proverb, “ There is no use shutting the stable 
door after the horse is gone I appeal to all Honourable Members to 
take no risks but to support this Bill. 

Mr. K. C, Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; Sir, 
my llononrahlc friend Mr. Gavin-Jones has been seeing red, and if he had 
directed las attention towards his left, perhaps he would have said that 
the Government of India have gone red judging from the array of red 
ehaprasis ivho support the Government Benches, Sir, my Honourable 
friend’s delusion is really amusing. It is very difficult to take it seriously. 
I do not l;now how my Honourable friend’s troubles will come to an end 
as soon a.s this Bill is passed. There may be a few foreign emi.ssaries of 
Russia—^Avhetlier British or not, I do not know—^ivho may come within' the 
purview oi this legislation. But how many are they ? Are tliey really 
responsible for the unrest that prevails throughout the length and breadth 
of the country ? 


Colonel J. D, Crawford (Bengal: European) ; I believe the Honour¬ 
able ilemlier comes from Bengal. He is aware of the activities of Mr. 
Spratt in Bengal ? - 


Mr. K. C, Neogy : I do not knoiv. ..--aijris' 

ColonelJ. D. Crawford : Hg,j,g"^“PPort 
Mr. K. C. Neogvto allow ^•ought to know. 

“ India in 1926-27 • European) : What about 1928-29 T 

_ Mr. H. G. Cocke (Bombay -. Europea 

Mr K C Neogy : I 'tuve yet to Imow P can justify 

of this book, they will find that mr. ^ this yeai, 

very lightly. In the first place, Jnre vocal than in the preceding 

. Communism has been both more a^vegid m.^^^ Communism bas 

year and then he goes into ^ I want some definite 

.failed, or almost failed f JJ,,ford subseduent to tbis period 

facts from my gaUaut ftS^Iill Sir Mr Qoatman says ; - - 

on which we can support this Bill. u 

;s'?rs“S» 


'indigenous Communism : 

“Inaigenous Commimism, as leprcEentea by the 30' 
India, acenia to have made little appreciable headway. 


called Ccrmnwiiist PartJ 
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Sir. ),e refers lo Mr. Allison’s movements and savs • 

o, «,e” «" 

very similar to iviiat ivas observable in Bombay ^ In H p to have been 

the Workers’ niul Peasants’ Party have made efforic fn ^ ^'‘® ^s^tJers of 

in the Bombay Provincial CoiiotLs Committee eiti *''■ position of influenoo 

but little success.” Committee, altliougli so far they have met ^vith 

An Honourable Member : ‘‘So far 
Mr. K. Q, Neogy : 

mXV’itetmV'S dSi" S'lST*"’ ““ 

eiglitcen months’ rigorous imprisonment A second visitor’sentence of 
the ,«™. Of Phlll/spmtt, i. p„mL speeji.r a„rS).^ fe" SrS"''’..^ 
tain amoiiiii, of attention, and who appears to h.ave devoted himself to tJio 
objects as engaged the attention of Allison.” 

.But then lie say.s-: 

The frankly revolutionary organisation, the parent of which is M. N. Eov, has 
continued its activities on familiar lines but watbout striking results.” 

Now whal striking results liavc since followed ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Division ■ Non- 
MnJiannnadan) : Universal strikes. 

Mr. K. G. Neogy ; I am coming to that. 

Colonel J. D. Crawford : Loss of Indian lives. 

An Honourable Member ; Is it due to them ? 

Mr. K. 0, Neogy ; You might as tvell refer to the Kashmir floods. I 
think that these extracts have gone home. Then, again, Mr. Coatman con¬ 
clude.'. with these Y'ords : 


” If one is to bo guided by M. N. Roy’s latest pamphlet, ‘The Future of Indian 
Politics’, be lias given up in desx>air the idea of converting to Communism the upper 
strata of politically—minded Indians ivs represented by the Indian National Congress, 
vlioiii ho has roundly denounced as completely ‘bourgeois’ in their outlook and as 
interested equally with the British bureaucracy in exploiting the toiling and suffering 
Indian proletariat. For Indian Labour movoments Soy has professed an equally 
lively coiifcuipt, inasmuch as they have been manned so far by self-seeking repre¬ 
sentatives of the propertied classes.” 

I hope tliat fliis description does not apply to Mr. Joshi. 

Mr. N. M.' Joshi : No, Sir, I "have no property, 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Now, Sir, in so far as Mr. Joshi admits that he 
is to a certain extent responsible for the strikes in Bombay, and in so far 
as this Bill is not going to deport Mr. Joshi out of India, hotv is this 
going to put an end to the textile strike to ■which my Honourable friend. 
Mr. Barncha, made such eloquent-reference ? I have something more from 
a very authoritative soui*ce about the ultility of the foreign Communist. 
I never liad any confidence in the Britisher as regards his administrative 
capacity, but I find that he is worthless even as a Communist. Sir, this is 
what I find stated by no less an authoritative organisation than the 
Congress of the Communist International in Moscow, and it only reached 
me last night. May we take it_ that this is the latest considered opinion 
on the part of that authoritative body in regard to confidence in the 
Britisher as a Communist ? It says : 

” It u.us iiccess.ary to give up the idea of the European playing a direct pait in 
any Indian ievolution or of useful work by .any Anglo-Indian Communist Party becauso 
Indians mistrusted the whites even if communists. The Communist International must 
therefore handle the new independent Indian Communist party through natives.” 

(Hear, hear.) 

L120LA 
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Lieiit.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney (Nominated ; Anglo-Indians) : Read 
on further. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy ; Ton may if you like, but thi.s is enough for my 
purpose. (Laughter.) But, as I .said, I did not know that the Britisher 
was so worthless even as a Communist. (Laughter.) And what has this 
Bill got to do with indigenous Communism ? Can my Ilonourable and 
gallant friend tell me that ? Now% Sir, as has been stated by several of ray 
Honourable friends already, we must be prepared for something more 
lively to eome hereafter. The European Communi.sts are to be given a free 
passage home under this Bill, and when they are out of harm’s ivay, the 
field ivill be ready for drastic action against the Indian Commiinists. T 
challenge the Honourable the Home Member to deny this. If, as is stated, 
the Indian Communists are themselves competent to carry on this pro¬ 
paganda and create this mischief, what are you going to do about them ? 
Some of my Honourable friends have stated, “ Look at these strikes, the 
countr 3 '-wide unrest But these have been going on for some time now. 
What action do Government propose to take now so far as this indigenous 
Communism is concerned ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : What action do jmn advise the Government 
to take ! 

Mr, K. 0. Neogy : Well, my Ilonourable friend has taken his seat on 
that side of the House, and it is for him to give any advice he chooses to 
Government, not for me, Sir. ' _ 


An Honourable Member : Why not ? 

' Mr. K. 0, Neogy : I have not got the responsibility of carrying on the 
government of this country ; it is for Government to bring forward pro¬ 
posals, and it is for this House to examine them as to whether they are 
going to sanction them or not. I suppose that is the recognized practice 
of Governments and Legislatures all over the world. 

Now, Sir, I at one time hesitated as to whether I should at all take 
any part in this debate, because ^ve Bengalis have already become a little 
Too'much identified with this whole affair, beginning from Mr. M. N. Roy 
down to my Honourable friend. Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra. (Laughter. 1 
But, Sir, certain observations made hy the temporarj'- Finance Member 
yesterday has prompted me to say a few' words. I was interested to hear 
him express m very emphatic terms the high respect in which he holds 
Subhas Cliandra Bose. I thought wdthin- myself that this expression of 
respect w'-.,s a little too belated because I thought my Honourable friend 
has been a member of that Government w'hich lieptdiim confined without 
trial for so manj^ years. 


, An Honourable Member : And still he did not resign. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Now, that statement of the Honourable Member’s 
snpplh's me with a point so far as this Bill is concerned. My Honour¬ 
able friend has the reputation of being an honest and sincere man, at 
East that the reputation which he enjoyed before he came into the 
, know w'hether he has lost those virtues by 

gentlemen who are his colleagues in the 

TOofoimH' .uA. confession mean ? This confession 

• P in which the Honourable Member holds Subhas 
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! referring to certain instances which were the 
s bjeef-matter nt a judicial inquiry at the present moment. I do not Imow 
but there may be instances, to which my Honourable friend was refen!'!«•' 

Zhin If P'dwe. I will assume thatTn 

® railway disaster it has been definitely proved 
that (lie (ommunists have had a hand in them. Now, Sir, my Honourable 
inond comes from the same province as I do, and I would remind him 
of iinother railway case, the attempted wrecking of a railivay train which 
came to Iigiit some \-ears ago in my province, called the Naraingarh train- 
v-reeking etise. In fliat instance several men actually confessed that they 
had taken part in it, ana they were convicted and sentenced to imprison¬ 
ment. Some time later it came to light that quite a different set of people 
were rcstionsible for it. The men convicted were then let out. The con¬ 
fessions had been admittedly engineered by the police in order to secure a 
ocnviction in that case. 


(Tlierc was an inaudible interruption by Dr. A. Suhrawardy.) 

Well, my Honourable friend Dr. Suhrawardy perhaps knows as much 
as I do in rogard to these matters, and I will ask the Ilonourahlc Sir 
Bhupendra Nath Mitra to get his information in these matters from his 
new-found .'•niqmrter from ilidnapur. Now, Sir, supposing that the Com¬ 
munists are re.'-pon-sible for these acts, I should say, acts of murder. 1 have 
. absolutely no sympathy with anybody who has anything to do with 
acts of violence. But, Sir, does my Honourable friend rea^m^ 'uteOis 
argument amonnls to ? If the foreign Communists are really responsible 
for these acta of violence leading to loss of human life, is he going to send 
tliein out of tlie country, providing them with free passages, and not 
put them on trial, leaving the Indians to face the music ? Is that the posi¬ 
tion which the Ilonourahlc Member wants to take up ? Sir, I am not a 
believer, in Imperial pr->ferenee, and I do not know’ whether my Honour¬ 
able friend wants to jiursne a policy of Imperial preference for the benefit 
of criminals. If thej have anything to do with these acts of violence hriiig 
them to the open courts and let them fake their trial along with the poor 
Indians the poor victini.s of their propaganda, and take the consequences 
of their actions. The Hoiionrable Member knows perfectly well that his 
position in the Cabinet would not be worth a day’s purchase if he were 
to insist on such a procedure. My , Honourable friend light-lieartcdly 
referred to the financial difticultie.s in the w’ay of applying Eegulation HI 
of 1818 to the Buvopean. T challengie him to take up the question of 
applying this Regulation against Britishers in the Cabinet, nnd ho will 
find his position yefy jireeaiuous. Sir, my Honourable friend happens to 
he the first Indian to officiate as the Finance Member, and I expect him 
t take a more serious view' of this matter. Human liberty is not to be 
weighed in the balance against rupees,-annas and pins. Wliat did you do 
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in regard to the ap])lication of Regulation III to your oavu countrymen ? 
Did 3 ''OU contemplate this aspcet of the case, the financial aspect, as you 
light-heartedly put it j\Iay I remind my Honourable friend of another 
instance in ndiich his presence in the Cabinet has not prevented the financial 
interests of India being overlooked. The Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber vas referring to the after-war conditions and the necessity for after¬ 
war reconstruction. I'his reminds me of one of the after-war conditions 
in England—the large proportion of unmarried women. And what did tuis 
Government do ? The Government, in the shape of the Lee concessioia, 
has been pajung a siibsitly on the marriage of British officers, put it in 
whatever language ^mn like ; free passages for the wh'es of officers, remit¬ 
tance concessions and all chat sort of thing. The children of British officers 
are also entitled to certain financial benefits. The Government of India 
are practicallj’’ subsidising the marriage institution of England to a certain 
extent at the cost of the Indian tax-payer.. Where were my Honourable 
friend’s financial scruples at that time ? 

I will come to the Honourable the Foreign Secretary for a little while. 
When mj* Honourable friend Sir Denys Bray gets up to speak in this 
House, I promise myself a rich repast, a feast of words, but nothing but 
words. My Honourable friend would not be the Foreign Secretary, if he 
were to deviate into anjdhing more substantial than mere words. Sir, I 
was not therefore surprised when we had the treat of that vacuous verbiage 
to which we were entertained the other day. M 3 ’’ Honourable friend at one 
time reminded me of another equally famous knight in fiction, who used 
to tilt against wind-mills. My Honourable friend assumed things which 
nobod 3 '’ had said, answered arguments which nobody had advanced ; he 
thought that m.r Honourable friend Mr. Ranga l 3 ’’er had made an'insinua¬ 
tion that the Britishers had made an attempt to tamper with our religions, 
and the social order in this country, and he proceeded to answer that charge 
..witl^great force. 

Sir Denys Bray (Foreign »Secretar 3 ’') : I am sure, Sir, I never referred 
to ny llononrable friend Mr. Ranga 13 ’^er in that connection. The words 
that filled me with indignation fell, I thought, from the lips of m 3 ^ friend 
Mr. Lajpat Rai. 


Mr. K. C. Neogy : That leaves my argument absolute^ unaffected. 
I did not understand m 3 ’ Honourable friend Lala Lajpat Rai irraking any 
such statement. Supposing be had done so, would be have been altogether 
wrong ? Sf 3 ’ Honourable friend Mr. Ja 3 mkar has already touched on rhis 
que.stion, but I am going to take it up once more, this time supported 1 ) 3 ' 
aiithority. {An Htmovrahle Meviber : “ What is the authority ? ”) "l 
will mention the authorities. Sir, first of all I shall read out what a Judge 
of the Agra High Court, Mr. William Edwards Avrote on the question of 
the Christianisation of India : 


safeguard is in the evangelisation of tlie country ; for, although, 
not denationalise, its spread would be gradual and Christian settle- 
to come for thev country wonld be as towers of strength for many years 

or Muhammadans. ” ® ns long as the mass of the people remain either idolators 


Now. Bir. .another authority describes 
conversion, ivhich was then taking place 


the process of conversion, forced 
in India. Thi.s is from a pamphlet 
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Tlio iLissionary colonels and padre lieutenants. 

(-.‘li! Honourable Member : “ Date ”.) 

Datc'i (lo not at all jiiatter. The ivhole question is ivlietlier the Bmish 
Go\ernnient can clam religious neutrality throughout its career in India as 
has been slated by the Honourable the Foreign Secretary. ’ 

r colonels and padre lieutenants as these curious militaries were 

called, Meie not niaetivo. Emboldened by the toleration of the sepovs, they o-ren wore 

^slara■^l/ '’'" ^ denunciations of Hindoomm and 


Then later on it Kays : 

“ 13y and by the proselytising Colonels, tempted the sepoj-s to Cliristianih' with 
bribes, and offered promotions and other rewards to conrerts. They uubluahiugly 
used Uicir influence as officers in this nnholy affair. The sepoys protested, and their 
European ofliceia promised to make cveiy sepoy that forsook his religion a Havildar, 
everj' Havildar a Subedar Major,” 

and so on. 


Let me notv turn to an educational authority in the Punjab, Mr. Arnold, 
Director of Public Instruction : 


"■VVe cannot and ouglit not to look on life with Asiatic ej’cs. Onr tendency is, 
and must be. to Europeanize. Toleration, sympathy, tact may help to make this 
process less obiio.vious, become less palpable to tiic natives. But tlie procses goes on 
and will go on. And vith the people which has to yield it, it never can and never 
will be popular.” 


But. iSir, I am coming to a greater authority, and that is no le.ss a 
person than j'iacanla.y, wJio i,s hailed as the author of the policy of educa¬ 
tion ■which was introduced in this country. It is not a published minute. 
These officials never commit themselves like that in public documents. I 
do not know what things my Honourable friend, tbe Foreign Secretary, 
writes to his people at home, but this is what hlacaulay wrote to his fathj'y^ 
in 1836. (Ories of “ Oh, oh ” from the European Group.) We-aTe not 
quarrelling about dates. The policy still continues : 

” The effect of this education on Hindus is prodigious. Ho Hindu who has 
received an English education ever remains sincerely .attached to his religion. Some 
continue to profess, a nmtter ,qt .noHcy, but many profess themselves pure Deists 
and some (inbr.uce Christianity. It is'lni'flrm bciiot that if our plans of education 
are followed up, there will uot be a single idolater among tbe respectable classes in 
Bengal thirty years hence. ’ ’ 

Sir, Ilindui&m has survived in Bengal, in spite of these benevolent 
intentions. 

Some of these extracts have a striking resemblance to the extracts which 
were read out by my Honourable friend, the Home Member, as being the 
aims and object of The Communists. Therefore, Sir, if we have survived 
Government’s benevolent intentions in the past, we are going to survive the 
ofafelalights of Communism also in the future. 


Sir I think I have taken too much time of the House. {Honourable 
Members of the European Group: “ No. no ; go on go on ”) But there 
is just one point with reference to what was said by Sir Victor Sassoon, on ■ 
which I should lik-e to touch. My Honourable friend seems to thiidc that 
there is an analbgy in the English Act with reference to aliens. Reference 
was made to the British Act under which aliens can he deported. I hare 
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tried to study- U.e idstoy of this IgisMon end what do^I m ^ 

first time this ^hen i„„isia?ion was resorted to as the result 

was in the throes of war, a rommittee of Imperial Defence, 

of an examination of the snb.iect the House of Lords laid 

The Minister nlio \vas in charge of the Bill in ^ 

certain definite facts before the 

been an investigation into espionage, ^ 'P ‘ justification 

fact bean orrosted "'if;" ‘"f='fj„Sr"uth delL W heed 

plLS‘L&r?“ s by the Horae Member 1 That Act .ttes to 

Joncurronce of all the I’arties It was due to 'fP'“ "1 
short Amending Bill vas brought for^vard seelcmg to expend its life by o 
year, and in justification of this temporary extension the Minister in cliaVo 

said : , „ 

Beinc in a state of war it is a matter of necessity for His Majesty s Govern¬ 
ment to mfintain temporLily the powers which were essential dunng the war.’ 

And subsequent to that period this legislation has 

help of annual enaelracnts gmng it a lease ot J.L 

only in May 1927, that an attempt was made on lor As fS 

the House of Lords to malce permanent the provisions of this Act. As tar 

as I can trace its history, this amending Bill has P 

Statute-book. The Bill has no doubt been passed in the House of Loids. 
But Sir ivo find arraved against this measure in the House of Lords men 
like’Lord Reading, Lord Haldane ; and why ? Not that the interests o£ 
any British subject vere affected by it, but still as a matter of principle, 
they could not see their way to become parties to any such measure althoug 
it affected only aJiens. 1 suppose. Sir, my Honourable friends '«’ho s’l 
opposite have some amount of regard for Lord Beading, and I hope that 
the regard "ss^hich they bad for that noble gentleman ■\vnue ne was here, na^ 
'..not diminished 1o any extent by the mere fact that he is no longei heie. 

V. Belvi : Out of sight, out of mind. 

0. Neogy : This i.s what Lord Haldane said in opposing this 
amending mt'?Mire : 

' " What I do obycj^is to the introduction into our constitution of a permanent 

TJTinciple vhicU is foreign Au ^t-2nd_whi^-hasjJiavpr.--tqi—riOW-bocr.'toler.atcd except in 
eases of ner or in very dubious ciicumstanees while carrying on war policy tempo- 
x.irily. ’ ’ 

And all this solicitude ivas expr&ssed, not that the interests of any British 
subject wcTP invoked, but that even undesirable aliens might not be treated 
in this fa.shion. Sir, wliat wa.s the assurance that Lord Desborough, who 
was in charge of the Bill gave to the House. This is what he said : 

" The check exerciseable “by Pariiament lies in tiie fact that the Government 
and the Home Secretary in particular is answ'erable to Parliament for all the steps 
which he may take in pursuance of the powers conferred by the Bill.. The Bill con¬ 
tains no new provisions, these powers are in existence now and tlie Bill proposes to 
continue them and Parliament can criticise, either as a general ipolic}' or particular 
acts.” ' ’ ‘ 

Is that the position here 1 Is the Honourable the Home 'Member responsi bid 
to this House ? . ^ " 

Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Mill'otraers’ Association : Indian. 
Commerce) : Yes. 
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Mr. K. 0. ITeogy : My Jlonoiirable friend says, “ Yes ”, but we 
lvno^^• to our cost, especially Ave who come from Bengal knoAV it too wrll, 
how in spite of certain definite assurances given by no less a person than 
Lord Redding. Regulation III ivas abused. 

One A\ ord more and 1 hai’e done. Sir, I find that even the draftsman 
of this Bill, an honest and an honourable man as I know him to be. has 
unconsciously given us the benefit of his frank opinion as to ivliat this Bill 
is really going to be. 1 nould draw the attention of the Honourable 
Members to the “ Short title and extent ” ndiieh is in clause 1—“ This 
Act may be called the Public Safety (Removal from India) Act ”. I agree, 
this Bill is de.signed to bring about the removal of public safety from India. 
It is for this reason that I oppo.se this Bill. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : Sir, much has been said about this Bill in this 
House. I agree ivith my Honourable friend Captain Hira Singh in his 
view that this is a I'ery short Bill, but to me it appears that the importance 
of the Bill varies inversely to its size. It is not the lengtli or the shortness 
of a Bill that should determine the principle of it. We should see what 
the e.ssenee of the Bill is and ivliether the Bill is warranted under the cir¬ 
cumstances spoken to by the Honourable the Home klember. The Honour¬ 
able tlie Home hlember^laid down the other day three important principles 
and Iw opined in tlie ease of the Bill Avhioh had been introduced in this 
House by my Honourable friend Sir Ilari Singh Gour to make certain 
amendments in the Indian Divorce Act that the Bill should satisty three 
canons. Tlie first ivas AA’hether it was proved that the present law was 
insufficient for the purpose, the second ivas whether there Avms any demand 
for nev. legi.slalion and the third was whether there was sufficient evidence 
to warrant the introduction of fresh legislation. All these three princip es 
have been very carefuUy thrashed out in this House by the janous 
speakers in the course of the debate on the present Bill and I 
I sbonld traverse the same ground over ago n. It has been abundantly 
proved by various speakers in this House that none of these teste can 
po.ssibly be applied to this Bill. It has been shonm that the present iw is 
quite good, it is quite enough and it has not been pointed to "S ^ he 

lionourable the Home Member that there was ever any f f 

of a Communist who was put upon his trial, but the tri d faded oAVing te 

certain technical difficulties. All the eases 

liA^ the Honourable the Home hlember ha^e pro e 
^ successful. There was the Cawnpore case L there was 

the Allahabad case, and there were other ea.ses also 1“/^ is 

tLp 1'iw fail to mete out condign punishment to the offenders. So it 
ivtlenf tlmt theiB L no need whatever for fresh legislation. Now we know 
ttat unde.- n.. Crimiml ^odc 

..pon by a a avongful 

Tb™ sf 0, the 

hten made to to 

10 give rise thLefore I issue an injunction to you not to 

^ITpaStt^g. 

Sougirid^moxJlha'n enou^i for these purposes and that there is no nee 
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at all to enact any new law. It was once said by the late Motilal Babu 
of the Amrita Bazaar Pafrika that section 144 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code and section 124A of the Indian Penal Code were the kings of all 
laws and he said, “ Give me these two laws and I will see that there is 
absolutely nothing wrong done in the whole country.” It is said that 
xirchimedcs once said, “ Give me a proper fulcrum and I shall move xhe 
wliole world.” 8o when there are these laws in force in the eounti'y, where 
is the need of proceeding to legislate a Bill of this kind ? There is no 
need whatever for it. As for the demand of the countrj'-, I should like to 
know B'ho has demanded tliat such a piece of legislation should be taken up. 
It is to find out whether the people want legislation oJ‘ this kind that a 
motion has been put forward in this House that the Bill should be circulated 
for eliciting public opinion. So far as ive know, so far as the House knows, 
there is no body of Indian opinion in this country demanding such fresh 
legislation. As for the evidence, the Honourable the Home Member has 
already told us that he has got very good evidence in his possession but 
that it must all remain in his pocket. So if the evidence is to remain 
hidden in his archives, if the evidence is to remain in his pocket, he has 
no right to ask us to give our consent to this legislation. If he cannot 
trust us who are the elected representatives of the people with the evidence 
in his possession, why should he come to us for our votes for the legisla¬ 
tion he wants to put on the Statute-book ? This disposes of the three 
points laid down by the Honourable the Home Member the other day. 

Now I come to another part of this debate. I must take note of what 
was said in this House bj^ three Honourable Members, my Honourable 
friends, Su’ Victor Sassoon, Mr. Gavin Jones and Dr. Snhrawardy. It 
was cast in our teeth that we were taking more interest in the preservation 
of the constitutional rights of the British people than they themselves did. 
The allegation wa.s that we Indians had no business to poke our nose into 
'~4h§^mistitutional rights of Britishers, as there were Britishers here able 
enou^'-+Q/take care of themselves. This reminds me of an historical 
instance or two which I have learnt from British history. The same argu¬ 
ment was put forwiard on the eve of tlic American War. It was contended 
by a large .section of the Engli.sh public that they had a right to tax the 
Americans for purposes of revenue, and when it was pointed out to them 
that by pressing such a legislation in the House” of Commons they were 
invading tlfb rights of the British people in America, who were not repre¬ 
sented in the House, they said, “ No, it does not matter ; we are prepared 
to forge the rights guaranteed to us by the constitution, but we are deter¬ 
mined to impose upon America our ovm laws”. In this connection I 
would invite the attention of the House to what was said on that occasion 
by no less an authority than Edmund Burke in the House of Commons. 
I would remind my Honourable friends who are Britishers here to take 
particular note of what one of their own illustrious countrymen said : ' 

. In order to prove that tlie Americans have no right to their liberties, we are 
every-day endeavouring to subvert the maxims which preserve the whole spirit of 
our own. To prove that the Americans ought not to be free, we are obliged to de¬ 
preciate the value of freedom itself, and we never seem to gain a paltry advantage over 
them in debate ■without attacking sonic of those principles or deriding some of those 
feelings for -which our ancestors had shed their blood.” 

One of-the cardinal principles of the British constitutional law is that no 
man can be taxed when he is not represented. No taxation without repre¬ 
sentation. Another cardinal principle of British law is that no man can 
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1)6 condemned unheard. Here the Britishers pi’esent iij this House who 
represent the Britishers outside this House in India saj^ “ It does not 
matter if a Britisher is condemned unlieai’d. A Britisher who comes 
into this country to interfere with our exploitation of India has no busi¬ 
ness to be here and we shall deport him without trial. ’ ’ Now, in this con¬ 
nection I may invite the attention of the House to another illustration 
from the history of England. Hampden was asked to pay the paltry sum 
of 20.9. as ship money. 20.9. was not a large amount and Hampden would 
not have been a poorer man had he paid the money ; but he refused to 
pay it. Why ? Because the tax had not been levied on the public by 
the British Parliamenl, but by the Ro 3 ml will, and he objected on principle 
to paj’’ this small amount. Referring to this important historical instance, 
Burke says in his immortal speech on American taxation. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : That is 

out of date. 


Mr. D. V. Belvi : It is not out of date ; it can never be out of date. 
You are out of date ; jmu are not in touch with English history. He says : 

" Would 20s. hare ruined Mr. Hampden’s fortune ? No. But the payment of 
that 20.9. on the principle on which it was demanded would have made him a slave. ’ ’ 


Britishers should remember these instances. It now suits their purpose 
to say that they are prepared to deport without a trial even Britishers from 
India, if Britishers choose to come here to interfere with their exploitation. 
It is most dangerous. Now, we are told by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Suhrawai'd.v, that there is an adage in Bengali which says^ that a 
woman who loves a child more than the child’s mother is a witch. So, 
we arc all witches on this side of the House, because we care more for the 
constitutional rights of the British people than the representatives of the 
British people in this House. But there is another aspect from winch 
this que.stion inaj’ be viewed. A¥e are the subjects of the British Crown. 
We were told tlie other day by my Honourable friend. Sir James Simpson, 
that tiie Bi'itishers in this country must be viewed as adopted sons of Ind^?" 
if they are the adopted sons of India, then India is surely a foster-uaugiitei 
of England ; if they are entitled to share in the fortunes 
Indians are entitled to a share in the constitutional rights of the BritisH 
people under charters from time to time. We hope that we shall be able 
to achieve all the political rights which have been guaranteed to tnc 
British people under the British constitution. That inheritance is a 
common inheritance to Britishers and to British Indians ; and if the 
Britishers in this country claim a share in India as a part ot_ their patri¬ 
mony we claim a share in the political inheritance of the British people 
We have as good a right to defend the constitutional rights of the British 
people as the Britishers in this House. 

That disnoses of the argument that was advanced by my three Honour- 

£An& to wta 1 hire already referred. 1 shall oo* proceed to 
nnnfher aspect of the case which has not hitherto been touched iipoT- ^ 

touched upon by 0^ speaker, my Honourable fr ond, Mr. Jayakar, 
+hr.imh rather lightly. Let us examine the present political condition o 
Sf Is Indk in i politieal eondition in wWeh we w safely arm he 

fjonsto conntryfbut we haVi not yet got a Oovemment or a Cabmet 
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ivlu'eii is responsible to the Legislatui’e. There are representative insti¬ 
tutions, but these representative institutions are coupled with an irres¬ 
ponsible executive. Is it safe under these circmn,stances to arm even the 
Governor General of India ^vith the powers with which it is suggested 
he should be invested ? What is the position of His Excellency the 
Governor General at present ? Is he a constitutional Governor General ? 
Can we say that what he does is done with the consent of the public ? 
Now, in this connection I would invite the attention of the ‘House to an 
exactly parallel case from Canada. The House knows ppi;liaps thai Canada 
was much in the same position in which India now' stands. Before the 
grant of full Dominion status to it. the position Avas the same there as it 
is noAv in British India. There rvere representative institutions, but the 
Cabinet or the Government there rvas not responsible to the people. Now. 
I should like to read to the House a short extract from Loi’d Durham’s 
famous report. This is AA'hat he says : 

“ A body of holders of office thus constituted ”— 


that is. constituted in an irresponsible manner : 

“ without reference to the people or their representatives must, in fact, from the 
yerj- miturc of colonial Goveninient, acquire the entile direction of affairs of the prov¬ 
ince. A Governor, aniving in a Colony in whi<h he almost invariably bas had no 

parties, or the character of individuals, is 
compelled to throw himself almost entirely upon those whom he finds placed in the 
position of his official advisers. His first .acts must necessarily be performed, and 
Ins first appointments made, at their suggestion. And as these fi'rst acts and appoint- 
character to his policy, he is generally brought thereby into immediate 
ol Sion with the o^er parties in the country, and thrown into more compicte de¬ 
pendence upon the official party and its friends. Thus the Governor of Lower Canada 
has almost always been brouglit into collision with the Assembly, which his advisers 
regard as tlicir enemy. ” 


It can hardly be doubted that all this applies to India. Then he jroes 
on to say ; ^ 

contest in which he was thus involved, the provocations 
-Assembly and the light in which their conduct w-as re¬ 
present^ those w lio alone had any access to him, naturally imbued him with 
many of their antipathies; his position compelled him to seek the support of some 
party ^ the Assembly ; .and Ins feelings and liis necessities thus combined to 
mduce him to bestow his patronage and to shape his measures to promote the interests 

obliged to lean. Thus every successive year consolidated 
.^id enlarged the sliength of the ruling party. I’ortified by family connection and 

thatwas"desired, subordinate offices, 
elbilitr erected into a solid and permanent power, controlled by no respon- 

Province an^ author??," .change, exercising over the whole Government of the 

possessing the nnlv n? ’^'dependent of the people and its representatives, and 

wpresentftiJe of' tl?e Chowm!?’ boine or the colonial 

apul’^tn^+l.r^!! ^^elber every word of tbis passage does n,ol literally 
aSdates of Hif^S condition of British India. Who are’ the 

present eouditinne ? Governor General of India under the 

The.se are the n-entl gentlemen, the Members of the Cabinet, 

hir nfomSSn k His Excellency, and all 

nnless heTa and- His Excellency, 

pressing solicitations of his cSine?'* tS^c'^V 

not responsible to this'House Is Cabinet is memoveable ; it is 

stances to say that the dra^'+* under the present cireum- 

say that the drastic powers with which His Excellency the 
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Govenior General is uoav .sought to be invested Avill be ahvays exercised 
by hmi properly Ihe Governor General will not be in an independent 
posiLirii ; he ivdl have to yield to the Members of his Cabinet ndio inaA'^ 
^ shcul iGsigii it ^ our Excellency does not secede to our request * 
if 3'ou do not-accede to our request, then Ave shall throAV up our appoint¬ 
ments Xaturally^therefore he mil have to yield to the requests of Lhe 
Cabinet. 


jN'oav, vieAV this case frppi another standpoint. You knoAv that even 
little insects such as butterflies or little I’eptiles that reside on certain 
trees or floAA’crs talce their colour from the trees or the floAvei's on Avliieh 
they re.side. That is the position of the Governor General of India at 
present. He must take his cue from the Members of his ExecutiA'e Council. 
So, I .submit, it is not safe to invest the GoA’ernor General of India Avith 
these poAvcr.5 at present. 

Then. Sir, J sliall turn to another point. Much was said by my 
Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Gour and the Honourable the Foreign 
‘Secretary against the BolshcAuks. 


Sucli a lurid jiictiire Avas presented to the House by the Honourable 
the Home Member and bj’- the Honourable the Foreign Secretary that I 
tvas realfy frightened out of mj'’ AAuts and I rubbed my ej’^es and said to 
myself : “ Can all this be true of SoAdet Russia ? If all this be true, 

surely the Russian people as thej"- now exist must be 'a body of monsters, 
•and if they AA^ere to inAmde India, or if they were allowed to come to the 
Indian .shores, our position AviU .surely be unsafe.” On my Avay to Simla 
I thought that this question might crop up and I Avanted to study Avhat 
the real position in Russia Avas in these days. So I managed to purchase 
from a book-seller in Bombay a book on Russia, published in the present 
year 1928 and I shall noAv read to the House certain passages from that 
Jbook. I may state that this book is written by an Englishman, 
Mr. W. J. Brown, an Englishman of position, a Secretary of a Trade 
Union in England, a gentleman Avho Avent to Russia purposely to study 
the conditions in Russia, and he has written his book gs the outcome of_his. 
observations. I have no doubt that the observations of a gentleman like 
him will find acceptance with the House. Let us examine the present 
•conditions of Russia from various point.s. Let us see hoAV labourers arc 
treated there ; let us see how women are treated in Russia ; let us see hoAv 
religious institutions are treated in Russia ; let us see how prison.s are 
•worked in Russia and let us see Avhat the condition of the Russian Army 

is. 

Mr President : Is the Honourable Member going to say all that ? 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : I am not going to read the Avliole book, Sir. I am 
going to read short passages bearing on each one of these subjects, because, 
an attempt was made here to frighten my ]\Iuhammadan brethren out of 
their wits They Avere told that Islam will not be safe. We were told that 
Hinduism* Avill not be safe (An Honourable Manher : “ That is not so 

very easy ”) and it is necessary. 

jVIr President : The Honourable Member can give the substance of 
those passages, of course. 

Mr D V BelAU : I am not going to read the whole book, I assure 
q-■ J Relieve that much has been said by the other side about SoAiet 
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Bussia and it is absolutely necessary to say somctliing on this side of the 
House in reply. Now, I shall read a passage : 

“ The Bolsheviks, by newspaper, hv poster, by study circles aud so on, do their 
best to destroy religion. But while this is their policy they permit, .ind indeed enforce, 
the fullest liberty to the adherents of all faiths—Christian, Moh,smmo(i.sn, and Jew 
alike—to practise their faith. The chutehes are open. Anywhere in Bussia yon 
may go to church when you please and the priests can preach what they please, so 
long as they do not incite the people against the Government.” 


Then, Sir, I come to another passage : 


"The Bolsheviks believe themselves equipped with the knowledge of the laws 
w’hich govern the evolution of society into happiness. And they devote themselves' to 
the bosk with ail the enthusiasm, and ait that stangc mixture of humility and high 
pride, which characterised the early Church. 


In this devotion self goes by the board. Half their tremendous fixity of purpose 
comes from tins subordination of self in something bigger. They live under a series 
of ,«eIf-donymg radmancea which rceall Cromwell and the early C'hristi.sn communities, 
in the Young Communist Movement neither drinking nor smoking is allowed. No 
Cofmunist Party proper may receive a higher sal.iry tlian 225 roubles 

'1 Svkov-'all the Commissars 

.are paid at this figuie. So arc the Trade Union ofiicials." 


That shows the kind of people they are. Tliey are not sucli huge monsters- 
as they have been painted here. 


w Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor r 

ISon-Muhanmiadan Rural) : They do not drink ? 


Mr. D. V. Belvi; They do not drink, they do not smoke. 

Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : That is the difficulty. 

A veryCity : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 


T' •' rather singular that representatives of the 
British people m this country should come forward to say something to 
the prejudice of Russia m this connection. This author lias instituted a 
«rison batmen the British people and the Russians in conneSon- 
with re-Tigion, and I shall read a short passage about it He says 

.,".s t “ SMI" -ftiv 


God,^SidiL'"if“el£ilZ'%lr’’-^ ^CTOted to the service of 

te nnf n r interest, race interest ? It is onlv neceassfv 

Then the author proceeds to say : 

02 ; 

if we arc bourgeois, to rise into SocietT It 

True, we throw ineiuse on other Calf, 

to various creeds, for this is to hi r demands it. We pay lip service 

Cod on Sundays. But our soeieH i of praying to 

neighbours all"the week. ^ organised on tlic principle that we prey on our- 

Occasionally we do .an unseM^h ti- 

0 . 1 U be moved oven to die for the It ^’”"8- I” w®' 

(lie lor the eonntiy of our birth. But we it not live for it.. 
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fjojni'iaiil liiotixc 
before publicans and 


and self-sacrifice the exception. We are 
iiurlots go into tho Kingdom of Heaven. 


Sh '"ft'tiited by an Englishman between the sort of reli- 

rw o the sort of religion that prevails 

Bus^ani vo,w boT^ i / It has been said that these 

Russians aie a ter^ bad set of people. Let us see what they do in regard 
to education. In tins connection I shall show. ^ 

Ml-. President : Again quotations ? 

rUa ■’ is no use talking without quoting 

Members on the opposite BeSches will not accept 

Hio coiS!,ercLf''ei.^!r'“t^°’' education in Eusaia was at a discount. The nobility and, 

-ro oduoatio«.nu;ra^;" 

goes on to say : 

of ’iVestcrircountriea^' educational system of Russia and that 

for the Sdiools In e-\ainple, educational ivorlc is mainly a matter 

eleinentarv ^owndaiv^trT‘^ «re many other agencies, apart from the schools— 
transmitte.i. technical schools and universities—through nhioh education is 

11,ri ff institution hns to set aside a sum equal to betweSn 1 nor cent 

caHon ^ Ex^frv f- !°n «ijs is devoted to edu- 

aud its iih'fn^'^ factory has its Red Corner—i.e., a Reading Room irith study circles_ 

regimeiit^nr''^' galore.^ In every 

nidsnrt-^ n 1 ®'eO' ship there are classes in illiteracy and politics (nhieh are coin- 

Lc to ‘>0 diffo”v“”f V ? 1°^' ^ Workers’ Club has anything from 

‘hfteront kinds of classes And the Trade Unions spend a large part of 
on educational work. Finally, there are tho Communist Party schools 
and classS^''«Wwheie.” 

So, Ku.ssia edueatioually. And, Sir, do you know the amount 

of money that Bu ssiaiis^annually on education ? 

Mr. President,: Have you’^t quotatibE.s for that too ? 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : Yes, surely. Sir. • 


Mr. President : Order, order. There is some reasonable limit beyond 
which I cannot allow the Honourable Member to make quotations. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : Sir, if you are in a hurry to rise, you may do so. 

Mr. President : I have already told the Honourable Member that 
there is some reasonable limit beyond which he cannot he allowed to go 
on quoting passages after passages. ' 

Mr. D. V. Belvi ; I appreciate what you say, Sir. I will only. 

Mr. President : Order, order. I will not allow the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber to quote any further passages. 

Mr._ D. V. Belvi : It seems to me. Sir, that the spirit of autocracy is 
abroad in this Assembly. 

Mr. President : Order, order. Will the Honourable Member witli- 
draw those words ? 

Mr. D. V. Belvi ; I submit, Sir, that this is not a remark made with 
reference to, 5^11. 

Mr. President : Order, order. Will the Honourable Member witli- 
draw those words ? 
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Mr. D. V. Belvi : I will. Sir. 

Mr. President : Does he ? 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : I ^rilL but may I proceed or not proceed vdth my 
speech ; I have jmt to say something. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member might go on. 


Mr. D. V. Belvi : Buss;ia, Sir, is now condemned because there wa-s a 
revolution there recently and that revolution unfortunately resulted not 
only in regicide but in a wholesale distni’banee of the public peace and 
destruction of property. Ail tliis is perfectly true. ])ut I sumbit that 
India is not on the verge of a revolution, nor is she sitting on the top of a 
volcano. India is a eountiy which ha.s outlived a number of institutions 
for many year.s. Our history rolls back to .several centuries before the 
oirtli of Je.sus Christ. We have been in existence as a civilised country 
at any rate according to known hi.story for more than five thousand years, 
and India has never known a revolution, in the long course of thousands 
of 3 ^ears. Our institutions have outlived all attacks made b.v numbers 
of various foreigners and their institutions. Sir, India has got a peculiar 
witality in herself, and she can not onlj’^ swalioAv but digest and assimilate 
all kinds of opinion and yet remain firm in her indigenoris institutions. 
Now what was the condition of Russia when the revolution ocem-red ? 
My opinion is that a revolution is not a thing which is manufactured to 
order ; there must be historical circumstances warranting a revolution, 
even in India. I guarantee that even if a thousand Russian Communists 
were to give lectures everj’’ day throughout the j'ear, in different parts of 
India, they will not be able to bring about a revolution, among us, be¬ 
cause the conditions which are necessary for ihc oeeiirrence of a revolutioh. 
do not fortunately obtain in India. Now I shall read one passao-e^./^ 
show. 

Mr. President : I have already ruled that I will not Honour¬ 


able Member to quote any more.passages. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : JC- olralCgive at least a reference to it because I con- 
’"^^tidGAthat the quotation is veiy valuable. Members of this. House may 
refer to a passage given on pages 191-192 of a very valuable book, called 
I'he Conventional'Lies of our Civilization ” written by a German by 


3 iame Max Nordan. It has been translated into English and this passage 
gives us a vivid description of the' condition of the Working people, the 
condition of the masses of Western Europe about the time this revolution 


occurred. 


Then, Sir, there is one more point, and I shall say a few words and 
have done with it. Ours is a subordinate Legislature, just as is oui* Gov¬ 
ernment, and is it right—I am not speaking of abstract rights ; from the 
point of view of abstract principles we may have a right under the law to 
enact this legislation,—but is it morally right for us members of a sub¬ 
ordinate Legislature, Members of a Legislature that has not been given 
full powers to legislate against people who enjoj’' now mapy more political 
rights than we do ? It has been said by mj^ Honourable jmung friend, Mr. 
Munshi, who made his masterlj’- maiden speech to-day that it is" only 
the British Parliament which should legislate in a matter like this. I sub¬ 
mit that the view taken by Mr. Munshi is perfectlj' correct. It is onlj’’ 
the British Parliament that can legislate in a matter like this. The 
power.s of the British Parliament are in no way fettered. A writer on the 
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British constitution sas^s that the only limitation on the powers of the 
British House of Commons is that it cannot turn a man into a woman and 
a woman into a man. But the British Parliament has passed ho law 
against Communists hitherto. Is India alone threatened with an invasion 
by the Communists ? Is the rest of the British Empire absolutely safe 
from their influence ? And what provision has been made in England, 
and what provision has been made in this connection by Ireland, by 
Canada, by Ausli'alia ? We have not been enlightened on that point. 
All that we are told is that India must be safeguarded. It seems to nie 
that the position of the Government of India at present is something like 
the position of an old and jealous husband who doubts the fidelity of his 
wife and wants to keeii his wife under lock and key, but the wife makes 
merry with her lovers all the same. That is the position of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. Thcj’- want to shut out the possibility of new light reach¬ 
ing us. But I ask, will thej’' be able to stop this torrent of Communistic 
doctrines reaching us if ive pass this leg'islation ? How can they prevent 
India from coming to know the doctrines of Communism ? It is these 
capitalists—some of whom are sitting opposite to me—who have raised 
this hue and cry. Thej’ say that the recent strikes in India are detri¬ 
mental to our peace and prosiierity. So 'this is a preliminary to putting 
down labour in this country. I think this is only the complement of 
another Bill which is shortly to be put before this House, a BiU to put 
down strikes and such other things. I submit, Sir, we cannot allow this 
legislation to pass with our consent. It is open to the Government of 
India to issue an Ordinance over the head of this Assembly if they please, 
but they cannot proclaim to the world that they have passed legislation 
■with the consent of the Indian people. We will not allow the Government 
to say so to the world. Thej^ should not ask us to vote for this measure 
when the measure is bad in every way. On these grounds, Sir, I oppose 
tliis Bill in toto. I do not believe in Ibe efficacy of circulating this Bill for 
eliciting public opinion. To circulate it would he a had thing altogether. 
I am afraid if this Bill is sent out for eliciting public opinion all -the 
Provincial Governments and all European bodies in the country will opine 
in favour of it, and next time the Government of India will come to us 
armed with the opinion of these people and they will say ''Look here, 
here is a large body of opinions in favour of this Bill and therefore the 
Legislature should accept it. ” I believe it would he a strategic error to 
send this Bill for eliciting public opinion. The Bill should be thrown out 
at its inception. I have no sympathy with any part of the Bill whatever.^ 
My Honourable friend Mr. Jayakar, who is a very shrewed lawyer, pointed 
out the defects in the Bill here and there. My opinion is that tlxe whole 
of the Bill is bad. It must go in its entirety. )Sir, on these grounds I op¬ 
pose this Bill ivitli all the earnestness I can command. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter to Three of 
the Clock. 


The Assembty re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter to Three of the 
Clock, Mr. Pre.sident in the Cliair. - ' 


[Mr. Narayan Prasad Singh '(Darhhanga aim Saran ; Non-Muham¬ 
madan) 'made a speech^ in the Vernacular, a translation of which will 
appear later as an Appendix to these Debates.] 

LiaoLA „ ° 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. (MiizalVarpHi- crtm Champaran : Non-Muham- 
niadan) : I hope the Honourable the Home Member is making a note o£ 
these points for reply ? (Laughter.) 


(The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar nodded assent.) 

Mr. Srish Chandra Dutta (Surma Valley cum Shillong ; Non-Mu¬ 
hammadan) : Sir, I beg to move : 

“ That the followsiug names be added io tlic Belect Committee proposed by Sir 
Hari Singh Gonr : 

Mr. Amar iSTath Dutt, Maulvi Muhammad Shafee, Kumar Ganganand Siiilia, 
Mr. Is. C. Chundcr and Mr. Bnjivaraujan Prasad Sinha.” 

Mr. K. Ahmed : How can these tln-ee amendments he jumbled 
together ? 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Sir, T rise to oiipose the motion made by 
the Honourable the Home Member as well as the motion for Select Com¬ 
mittee made by my Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Gour. 

Mr. President Bui a Member of your Party luoies an amendment 
to add certain names to the Select Committee. 


Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : So far a.s In's moiiou for the adding of 
nauies to the Select Committee is concerned, I will make up my mind when 
the time comes for voting. Well, Sir, as has been rightly pointed out by 
my Honourable friend l\Ir. Neogy, there is a peculiar appropriateness about 
the title of the Bill. It is called the Public Safety (Removal from India) 
Bill. There is very little public safety in this country and whatever little 
rnight remain is intended to be removed from this country under the provi¬ 
sions of this Bill. A most panicky picture has been drawn of the condi¬ 
tion of things that will prevail if Communism was allowed to make any 
advance in this country. The Honourable the Home Member and other 
Honourable Members have like the fat boy in Dickens made our flesh creep 
with stories of atrocities that will result if this Bill were not passed. Sir, 

3 jp . really speaking this is not legislation at all. It is the 

latest bureaucratic effrontery to crush liberty of 
thought and speech in this country. My leader the Honourable Pandit 
Motilal Nehru has shown that Ibis Bill is the result of panic, that there 
is no warrant for thi,s measure, that it is altogether superfluous even if 
there was a necessity, that it is sweeping in its provisions and dangerous 
in its consequences. All this has been so abundantly proved hy him and 
other Honourable Members who haA^e spoken before me that I need not 
repeat the arguments they have advanced in support of that proposition. 
But, Sir, the reason ivhy I most strongly oppose this Bill is that this Gov- 
CTnment cannot be trusted with any extraordinary or extra-legal powers. 

• they have made of the poAvers they have obtained from us or 

mspi e 0 us in the past has been so Avicked and so heartless that eA'ery 
f Member must consider uot 'twice but thrice, before he thinks 
these Sir, that this extra-legal legislation, 

manner been used in a most barbarops 

anv Memberc ^ honourable, as learned and as able as 

Acithon't' trial for -mn Benches haAm been detained or deported 

insane, or have died ot years Until some of them have gone mad, 

a home as the resnP of decrepit for life. You haAm broken many 

haAm darkened and Bengal Ordinance. You 

Regulation III of 1818 and +Lo^n^ firesides in Bengal as the result of 
that 3mu should noAv come fm-xv of 1924: ; and it is preposterous 

come foiAvard and ask this Assembly to invest yon 



im PUBLIC BiPBnr (MmoVM, PSOM IBBU) B„,^, gj, 

dog, much lesrol a huuS hcSTg"* StUcTf " P"™'" 

. ach iuPc. them co^S^ 
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?™“h twSlSTS'lJ t 

1 behind the powers they now seek to obtain. Mr 
pa Liberal Member, said of 'the Tory Party Sir 
hat they would tell any lie, that they would eat any dirt, if only’their 
power 'is thereby retained ; and the Government in this country is a 
subordinate branch of tliat Tory Government. Therefore if you re- 
inember what Mr._ Churchill as a Liberal thought you cannot trust 
tins Government with any power of the kind that is contemplated, 
ihen, Sir, there is historical evidence that whenever it suits them this 
Government null forge evidence. British Buie in India began with the 
toi'genes of Clive and it continues by the perjuries of Birkenhead and 
\\iuterton. Dui-mg the intervening _ period they have practised other 
forgeries of which I will only mention three. Leaving aside the ques¬ 
tion of Clive's forgeries, Honourable Members will recall that in the 
days of the War we heard about a great German corpse factory. It was 
alleged against the Germans that they were utilising the dead bodies of 
their enemies for the purpose of extracting fat or some other ingredient 
with a view to help them in liaving their war material. This corpse faetoiy 
story was circulated as propaganda aU over the world j and public opinion 
in the world Avas so shocked at the supposed atrocity of Germany in. using 
dead bodies for getting war material that there ivas a great wave of feeling 
against Gemany. Well, Sir, at the end of tlie war some years later, the 
author of this story was idsiting America and the journalists of America 
invited him to a dinner and this gentleman di'ank more than was good for 
him and in that state of drunkenness inadvertently gave out that all this 
stoiy of the corpse factory was his oivn invention and that there never was 
such a thing as a corpse factory in Germany ; the American newspapers 
took down all that he said and next day it was broad-easted all over the 
world that this corpse factory story was a concocted and perjured state¬ 
ment and that such a thing never existed. Therefore, Sir, rve must be 
very careful before accepting any statement from the creatures of the 
British Government which is responsible for this corpse factory story. 


Beferenee has already been made to the Zinovieff letter and that is the 
second instance of forgery. But I will give you one more instance of what 
false statements have been made by the British Government when it suits 
the purpose. Honourable Members wiE remember the incident of the Arcos 
raid in London last year ; there was the Russian Trade Delegation housed 
in a particular building in London, and the Home Secretary said that there 
was a stolen document in that Russian Trade Delegation house—a docu¬ 
ment that was stolen and obtained by dishonest means and therefore tliis 
Arcos building should be raided ; and this building was raided. People 
were prevented from going out ; they were searched and waEs were pulled 
L120LA h2 j 
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doTTH and every attempt was made to find out that supposed document j 
but as a matter of fact the document never existed there, and the Russian- 
Trade Delegation was practically deported from England. It was really 
the enmity towards Russia which made them invent this story which led 
to the Arcos raid. I would not therefore be surprised if this story about 
Mr. Roy’s letter is a forgery. I have got fresh evidence that the letter is a 
forgery. There is a telegram from Moscow dated August the 2Sth ; it has.^. 
now been received by mail and circulated to-day by the Free Press of *" 
India. It is Mr. Roy’s statement and reads as follows : 

" Sonio days ago, tlie Tmes eorrespondent from DcUii caplecl what purported to 
be extiaets fiom a letter written by me to the Central Committee of tlie Communist 
Party and Workers’ and Peasants’ I'arty in India. According to the report, tliis 
letter alleged to be Avritteu by me was dated sometime in December last year-, but was 
made public by police only a few days ago. In a subsequent message to the Times, 
dated 26tli August, it is stated that in this fictitious letter, I meiitioiied Pandit Jawa- 
harlal Nehiu as the ‘ liaison agent hetrveen Moscow and India I heiehy declare that 
T did not address any such letter to anybody in India. The statement about my 
referring to Pandit Jawaliarlal Nehru as * liaison agent ’ is a downright lie. I challeuge 
tlie Government of India to produce the origmal of this mysterious letter with my 
signature. Obruously this latest ‘ letter of Eoy ’ has been invented as a pretoA; 
for the jiTopjsed legislation against Coranrunists. The, cable to the Times, dated 
August 24th, gives the purport of the "Public Safetj’ (Removal from India) Bill 
anf saj's the recent irublieation of M. N. Roy’s letter to the Communists in India has 
directed public attention to this rcil. If this letter proves the necessit}' for new re¬ 
pressive legislation, why has Government been sitting tight on it all this time since 
December ? The scheme of things is very obvious. The Imperialist Government wants 
to suppress the young labour movernerrt in India. Some plausible pretext must be 
there. The ‘ letter of Roy ’ is forged rvitli back ,dnte because one supposed to be - 
written just in time to help the Government out 6f-difficulty would be too ugly.” 

Mr, Roy concludes with, a hope that the elected Nationalist Members 
of the Assembly will throw out this repressive measure. 

Now, Sir, here is a definite denial and challenge by Mr. Rny himself 
who says that the statements made about his haring wn-itten this letter are 
utterly false. 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; Is that also signed by Mr. Roy ? 


Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : This is a telegram, and signatures are not 
received over the wires. But, Sir, I will assume that, if not Mr. Roy, some¬ 
body else wrote tliis letter. I do not mind even accepting the story that 
Mr. Roy wrote the letter which has now been circulated. I really do not 
understand what there is in the letter about which so much capital has been 
made. Let us take the bull by tlie horns. What does the letter say ? I wiU 
only refer to two or three paragraphs. The first is,—this is what is 
stated in paragraph 3 on page 1 : 

delation is that of comrades agreeing on principles and programme of a 
revolutionary struggle for freedom. ’ ’ 

Gt^dhi has times without number declared that every 
of the Rationalist in this country, must be the sworn enemy 

Mahatma GanS^’s^ sL'Sent^ constituted. What is the difference between 
lhave quoted above f so many times repeated and tbe statements 

that evlrj Indian who it- 

to must desire 

Jfemler • peaceful means, 

fill. The onlv clifferenop ic ■ ? ) Yes, certainly peaee- 

thc present system of Government™^overthrow 

government if nre can is a cardinal point of policy 
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with every ludian, and thercfor-p Mv i 

iis nothing that Ave did not Imow already ^^Tlien*'£ 

tliis is Mr. Roy's lelter-He sa^iT assuming for the moment that 

t!ie 2n-e-condition for *tlie”re”l^ation^o/thp^ tlie question of national independence as 
^ uaiisation of the immmum demands of the working class.’' 

-dlmt hefoTthoi^ o';?® f" u rule, the writer of the letter admits 

1 - T r proletariat, there must be the in- 

dei-cndence oi India secured, so that, so far as even the Communists are 
coneei ned, tliey are quite prepared to work with us in the task of achieving 
India s independence ; we welcome that letter to that extent, because it 
urges wliat we have been working for. Then the last thing to which I 
would draw the attention of the House is contained on page 5 of the letter 
and tliat at once rivets our attention as to what the programme of this party 
is going to be : 

“ The iilnin jioints in tlic piogrjiunnc of the W. P. P. are: overthrow of Imperialiat 
domination, direct or indirect establishment of a democratic State with full political 
rights for tlio workers and iienaants ; nationalisation of land (abolition of landlordism", 
native states and other feud.-il remains) land tax not exceeding 15 per cent, of the 
net income; exeuiiition from taxation for poor peasants cultivating ‘ uneconomic ’ 
holdings; anmilmoiit of agricultural indebtedness; control over usury (interest not 
to exceed 3 per cent.); cheap agricultural credit; nationalisation of the means of 
transportation and basic industries (mining, iron and steel), 8-hour day and 44-hour 
week ; mininium wage, guarauteoing a fixed standfird of living ; specific improveineat 
«f labour and liousiug conditions; free primary education; insurance against un- 
■employment, sickness, old age, the State and. the employers contributing 75 per cent, 
to the fund; ivorkers’ committees in the factories, and peasants’ committees in the 
vjllago.s, to enforce the programme; freedom of press, speech and assembly; right 
to strike and carry arms; freedom of religion and worship, equal political and economic 
lights for women.” 

l^ow, I a.sk every Member of tliis House whether practically the whole pro¬ 
gramme as laid down in this book is a programme v/hich has not been the 
programme of the Indian National Congress for many years. "What is 
ithe difference except a point here or a'point tliere ? 98 per cent, of the 
programme as laid down here has been accepted by the Congress and by 
otliCT progressive parties in this country long long ago. This letter is not 
soing to teach them anything. Cheap agricultural credit, 15 per cent, 
being the taxation on land, Exemption of uneconomic holdings from taxa¬ 
tion free primary education, unemployment benefit, freedom of religion, 
eoual 'political and economic rights for women—these are referred to in 
the letter. liRiat is there in this which should frigliten any honest man and 
thereby errate any necessity for legislation of this kind"? I submit Sir, 
the letter teaches very little new to the people of this country. Most of this 
. lias been before the country except the question of violence, and 


Indian National Congi-ess have 
long 5nce made iin their minds that all these reforms are to be achle^ed by 
non-violence. 


Sir Victor Sassoon : Does everybody agree to that « . 

and 'f f ^"‘Si'afae'congteJ has ictaed to change that creed and 
.SSreSt sSia ha« had no tear as to the ultimate conse,nonces o£ tins 
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letter as the programme of the letter and the programme of the Congress 
are identical except about non-violence. 

Sir Victor Sassoon ; Do the Bombay Communists agree with that 
creed of non-violence ? 

Mr. Jamnada.s M. Mehta : I am not coneeimed with the Communist’s 
creed. The writer of this letter advises the Communists to join the Indian 
National Congress and to make the independence of India a pre-condition 
of every other item in the programme, so that, for some year, until the 
creed of the Congress is changed, even the Communists are bound to remain 
non-violent. 


Sir Victor Sassoon .- Are they 

Mr. Jamnadas M. MehU, ; Yes. This letter about which so much 
hullabaloo has been made, this letter which to me is an obsolete letter—^what 
there in it most of which we have not for 3 ’'ear.s past been advocating ? 

X'lt only shoAvs that the Government are a Rip Van Winkle who do not linow 
^hat is going on in the countr 3 L The eountrj' has been demanding most of 
rhese reforms for j'-ears and years and there is little in this letter Avhich can 
add to the programme of the couutrj’’ as represented bj^ the pi’ogramnie of 
the Indian National Congress. 

There are onlj'- one or tAVo points more Avhieh I wish to talce. The proA'i- 
sion of clause 2 of the Bill reallj’ gives a blank cheque to QoA'ernment to do 
what thej’' like Avith the liberty of am- indiA-idual Avho comes to India. It 
is absolutely a blanlc cheque, because, AA'hat is contemplated is that the Gov¬ 
ernor General in Comieil may, bj- order in Avriting, declare a man to be the 
person to Avhom this Act applies. The moment the Governor General in 
Council declares tliat, he becomes such a person. Whether he is or is not is 
another matter. Tlie dangerous and A’eiy sAveeping proA'isions of this clause 
Avill thus be patent to Honourable Members. 

Clause 2 (c) provides : 


. a member of, or is associated Avith, any society or organisation, iviiether in 

British liinia or elsewhere, wliich advocates or encourages auy such doctrine or ae- 
tmty as is described in clause (a) or clause (h), or which is affiliated to, or connected 
nith, any such society or organisation.^’ 

Noaat, that is CA^en more dangerous than clause (a) or (?j). A foreigner 
need not be a Communist himself ; he need not haA’e adA’oeated any acthuty 
mentioned in clause (a) or (h). But if he is connected AAdth an.y organisa¬ 
tion AA-hieh organisation is in its turn connected Avitli a Communist bodv if 
’lot connected with a Communist body itself but AAuth a body wliich is 
of Communist body, that person Avill come Avitbin tlie dutches 

connecte^r iv’i+b may be occasions AA^hen a most innocent man may be 

munist borlv cni ^ Avhicli may be connected Avith a Corn- 

kinds. msta?er?fconnection may be of various 
correspondent of a Omn ^ hving in India is a reporter or a 

miinist hiniseK ^he siimiN^^'f lournal—mind you, he may not be a Com- 
this countiy to that ®iipphes labour and other information from 

the me,.e tact that ,.e ?T“'' .““ty ““S'. “ Ph'*.- 

.Wteh ooutnal ^ news from 'this country to the 

heeou.;! -t^^^'chnist jourual in thic ^ deported. An innocent eorrespond- 
eeansc m „.e la„jaa„e o£ thUeW '>'= eimplj 

•rase he is connected tvith that body. 
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wilt have doge Nol'oSrsaok amr™^ *'“? *■'« Govem- 

I.h office ,riH come “d hh,, ‘ but even a cleA m 

v.nt ot a persorwh„ i7«rS^ n"’ “ *l>e *»- 

1 thiuk abeuvditj coffin^ ™ taat TtTf »l>rood, 

Jibcrlics of mdivietaah should be haudefovir t„ IbZ in’T" 

Mr. President. : These are matters for ilie Select Committee. 

BIr. Jamnadas M. Melita .- Yes. I am ooiv otueih,.. out llmi thi« is 
a daiig:erous clause and we must not allow an.v such power to Government 
.JfJ’f f.® dangerous eiau.ses, but tliis oue has struck me as so sweep- 

wmI 1? S’^fficient to stan^_ this Bill as altogether unacceptable. I agree 
With the Government that a Bill k necessary fer the safely ef l\\e pv\hBe in 
Bus countiy I could have .supported them if they had brought a Bill for 
the safety of the public. The safety of the public in India has always been 
in i^ery great danger—froin the Government ; not from any outside autho¬ 
rity or from any Comipunist, and if anybody deserves to be deported it is 
the members of tlie Government. The public safety of this country suffers 
most from members of the Govemment, from members of the Civil Service 

1 public servants. (An SononraUe Memler : “ And non- 

offieial Europeans.”) I am leaving the non-offieial Europeans alone for 
tJie time being. _ I say that the public safety is in danger from civil servants 
who kick and kill and yet get scot-free, who insult Indians and yet there is 
no remedy—^just as a riekshawalla was kicked, and killed in Simla two or 
three years ago. It is these people who clanger the public safety in this 
(Jountry. I really think that what the Bill should have done is that anybody 
who being a public servant is convicted. I do not want to deport him with¬ 
out a trial—^but once a public servant in this country—^he must he a non- 
Indian according to the Bill which I accept.—^is convicted in a court ot law 
for assault, hurt, grievous huz-t, or insult to the people of this country, the 
moment that crime is brought home to him and he is convicted he ought 
to he deported zznder a measure of this kind. 


If tlie Goverziment bring a measure of that kind I will certainly sup¬ 
port it most heartily because it is really this kind of people who are bring¬ 
ing pzzblic safety into danger in this country. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Eepresentative) : I believe the Honourable 
Member has got an amendment tv that effect. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta ; If the Bill comes on, I will bring that 
amendment up and show how these people deserve to be deported. I have 
only one word more to add and that is that the danger to the European 
eommnnity has not been realised by thein._ I say your fight for liberty, your 
traditions of liberty are worth nothing if you deny an equal measure of 
liberty to every other human being and I find to-day that the Eui'opean 
Group who are exploiting this country are blind to the claims of liberty 
of other people, simply because they Jear that these might come in their 
way. I ask Honourable Members to remember that zznder this Bill not 
merely a Spratt or a Bradley will be deported but a man like Mr. Horniman 
may be deported, Mr. Stokes may be deported, Mrs. Anie Besant may he 
deported, Mr. C. F. Andrews m'ay be deported. Therefore we should deny 
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On the -svhole he is perhaps a very decent person and we have nothing 
particular to fear from him. Some Honourable Members have been in 
Russia and they have told us what they themselves saw when they were 
there, ily Honourable friend Mr. Suhrawardy suggested that perhaps 
what they saw was an example of the Russian genius for stage manage¬ 
ment, and that reference suggested to my mind a somewhat quaint historic 
parallel betAveen my Honourable friend Sir. Srinivasa Iyengar and the 
Czarina, Catherine the Great. As the proeeeditigs of that estimable lady 
Avere on some occasions someAvhat questionable, hasten to add that the 
point of the comparison is not in the character of the persons concerned, 
but merely in the treatment Avhieh they at various times are said to haAm 
received from the Russian authorities. No doubt Honourable Members are 


familiar with the story of how the Czarina announced that she proposed 
to make a tour of her dominions, and hoAV the permanent officials, the sun- 
dried bureaucrats, Avere A-ery much put out about it ; but j)roA'ing equal to 
the occasion they organized a series of admirable Aullages peopled by happy 
villagers Avith all the latest comforts of civilization along the whole route 
through which the lady travelled. Now, AA’hile I am quite sure it AA^as the 
desire of the authorities in Russia to extend a hospitable Avelcome to my 
Honourable friends, it is perhaps permissible to doubt Avhether it Avoul'd 
be in their poAver to make such complete preparations as Avere made on the 
earlier occasion to which I have' referred. Therefore, if mA' Honourable 
friend prefers to belieA’e the evidence of AAdiat he himself saAv and what he 


himself heard in Russia, I do not know that Ave should have any real 
right to complain of it. Indeed a good deal of AAdiat he said did not come 
to me with anj^ shock of surprise, because it is no part of the ease of 
Government, as I understand it, that the calamities which Ave aiipi’ehend 
might fall upon India if the Communist influence spread here, that such 
calamities are happening in Russia to-day., Russia has passed through her 
purification by blood and fire and has emerged for the moment on the 
other side, and a Communist GoA'ernment will not, any more than any other 
Government, use weapons that are no longer required. If I went to Eussia 
I .should expect to find, subject of course to all the local jieculiarities Avliich 
are natural to the country—I should expect to find on a casual vicAv under 
normal conditions A^ery much the same sort of thing as might be goiim on 
in other countries. But although I should be most willing to believe 'that 
to my Honourable friend Mr. Srinhmsa Iyengar, as was suggested yester¬ 
day, a single day is equal to a year, and that in 10 days he could acquire 
as much information as most of us could acquire in 10 years, still I do feel 
that as regards the actual internal conditions in Russia it is only those 
® ^^sif^erable time there in close contact Avith the life of 
ieet^ Position to give valuable information on the sub- 

menVs case tW th ^ an essential part of the Govern- 

deploi-able existing in Russia to-day are in all re.spects 

Party, the\vhhllwtP.f our case is that the Communist 

lie so numerous as they are f 

constitute the driAunw nnTxrpTT^^f represented to be—^but the section which 
cany their campaiffiTt^ si ef the party, AA^hen they are attempting to 
to its influence ndo5iT^ country which has not hitherto been 
and ean-y them out relentfes^lv'^-tm”'}? ruthless and unscnipnlous 

the countriL" appalling calamities on 

- P^evomment case. (ApplS^^ ’ ’ essential part of 
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(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Mr. Deputy President, Maulvi Muliammad Yakub.) 


Now, Sir, we heard—I think it was on the first day of the debate— 
we heard from my Honourable friend Sir Vietor Sassoon of what he had 
himself seen and heard in China. Indeed the calamities that the Bolshevik 
intrigue have inflicted on that country must by this time be well Icnown 
to ev^mna It will not do to say that the Bolshevik is entirely a white 
sheeji and a grossly maligned loerson, or that there is no particular reason to 
apprehend that if he succeeded in getting a real grip in India, he would 
not attempt—and possibly with some measure of success—to carry out a 
similar programme. There is ample material to show what the declared 
policy of the Communist Party is and what their recognised methods of 
carrying out their intentions are. I do not believe that anyone who serious¬ 
ly studies the subject can be left in any serious doubt on that i^oint. On 
the other hand, I admit, that although there is a very close connection 
between the headquarters of the Communist Party in Russia and the Rus¬ 
sian Government, yet they are not identical ; and if Honourable Members 
who have been in Russia were to tell me that they met members of the 
Rus.sian Government who did not go anything Iflte the whole length, I 
should accept it. But what we have to deal with is not the Russian Govern¬ 
ment ; that does not come at all into the question. Wliat we h^e to 
deal with is that very loowerful and dangerous party, the Communist Party, 
whose headquarters are'in fact situated in Russia. 


Now, iMr. President, I will try to deal with what I believe to be the 
substance of the case presented from the opposite Benches. Wh^ I think 
is most deeply felt by a number of Members is this : ‘ This Bill is of 
course repressive legislation for it gives exceptional powers to 
the executive, and it is not the kind of Bill we are very fond of 
in this House. Still we are ready to hear what Government has to tell 
us. but we should like to have before us, before we come to a decision, more 
facts than have yet been produced.” I frankly recognise’that that is a 
reasonable attitude, and that Government must, of course, do all in its 
nowm- to meet the demand. But I should lilce the House to consider -vhat 
the inherent difficulties of the position are. As several Members _ have 
pointed out, the purposes mentioned in the Bill, the advocacy of which, oi 
combination to effect which involve deportation, those purposes are hiHily 
criminal Now, if Government had full evidence on these points, natuially 
instead of coming to this House for special powers, what we shouia;^do 
would be to bring a ease in the courts and ask the courts to eomict. The 

mere fact that we ask for the.se special powers necessarily imphes 

that if we have to wait until we have acquired all the evidence which would 
iustifv a conviction, the mischief may be done before the remedy is applied 
tTS is essentially implied in this Bill. But if the position is such that 
Government are not in a position to produce evidence which would secure 
Vnoiernm rireciselv the same reason they are not in posses¬ 
sion'S'the kind of evidence wliich they could place before ^ 

detail in order to a.sk this House to confirm the view they had taken about 
ft ^ That is an inherent difficulty in the case. Apart from there is a 
snecill difficulty which must seriously hamper the speaker.s ofi this side m 
Tealin^ fully with the case as it appears to them. Yesterday, Hon 
aWe Members will remember that Avhen my Honourable colleague. Sir 
BhupSa Nath Mitra. ttaa tpealdn?, a pojpt of oi-te tvas 
twXmy nonourable Mena. Mr. Neo-y ap<l some othere, on the. sioimd 
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that reference was being made to matters that Avere s?tZ) ^ticlico ; a very 
natural objection to take. But obviously the case tve are presenting to 
the House depends mainly on what has happened during the last eighteen 
months and more particularly during the last six months. It very 
seriously increases the difficulty if at every turn tvhen tve Aveep to refer 
to any particular incident, shoAAung the kind of spirit that has entered 
into India within the last eighteen months, obAdously it is A'ery difficult if 
AA'e cannot refer to any of them, I do ask the House to consider that. I 
feel that, as a Member of the Government, speaking in this place, I have 
to be particularly careful not to say one AAmrd that could prejudice the 
Irial of anyone. For that reason I refrain from .saying most of what I 
Should like' to say. But I Avould ask the House to consider this. There 
are a good many facts, aa'cH knoAvn events that liaA^e taken place in India 
dni’ing the last eighteen months, and I think they giv^e the House reason) 
for A’ery serious thought as to whether there is not some neAV influence at 
work which it is as well should be checked. 


Mr. President, some speakers haA’e asked the question : why do you 
Avant these powers, why not intern these men under Regulation III ? ' I 
am told that in the Avestern States of America, there Avas a time when every 
gentleman had a reA’olver in his pocket, it came out at the shortest notice j 
and I think some Honourable Members conceiA’e the GoA’ernment of India 
to be in a similar position so that, wheneA’-er they feel like it, out comes 
Regulation III. I assure Honourable Members that Ave do not take our 
responsibilities so lightheartedly as that, and if the same end can effectively 
he achieved in the way of preA’enting the mischief AA'hich Ave apprehend, then 
unquestionably the Government of India would ahvays choose the milder 
means. Now, in the case of Communists aa'Iio are Indians, the milder 
means provided by this Bill are not aAmilable. Supposing—I should very 
much regret to see it—supposing the necessity arose, Ave are not at liberty 
to banish Indian Communists from the .counti’y. Btit in the case of those 
who are natives of other countries and aaIio liaA’e come to India merely 
temporarily, that alternatiA’e does exist and it is in order to enable the 
GoA’ernment of India to deal with the .situation in the mildest manner pos¬ 
sible that this Bill has been put forward. After all, I gather—and at any 
rate my Honourable friend Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta Avould agree with 
me—^that none of us Europeans haA’e a vested right to remain in this 
country at all. (Hear, hear.) Indeed he indicated that he would under 
certain circumstances support measures leading to our removal. Therefore 
I do not thinlc that this Assembly would incur a responsibility anything 
like so heaAY as it has assumed on other occasions, if it gave its support to 
the Government Bill. 


Jlr. President, this debate has now lasted for seA’eral days and I think 
e energies of some of us are beginning to flag. Certainly it is not for 
fm-P House by talking endlessly on this subject. I will there- 

Housp n close. All I should wish to do is to ask the 

toleranee nurl carried on this discussion in a spirit of temperance, 

Aiom^ with a due g^ent, so they should give their votes when the time 
face. (Applause ) I’csponsibility for all the issues which they haAm to 


wad^RurS) Division : Muhan 

'ay Honourable collea«»ue Mr JavaV to the speech c 

“ Avhich was delivered on the floe 
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of this House the other day. But, Sir, I failed to understand why he is 
asking this House to adopt the amendment for circulation. I think that 
a man coining from Bombay is sufficiently aware of the dangers which 
this movement is doing in India. Sir, the object of circulation, as I 
understand it, is to invite public opinion and the opinions of the Gov¬ 
ernment. I do not know whether my Honourable friend Mr. Jayakar 
has taken care to enquire the opinion of the Government, of the pro¬ 
vince from which he comes. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi ; He is not in the confidence of the Government of 
Bombay. 

Mr. Paza,l Ibrahim RahimtuUa : He need not be in the confidence 
of tlie GoA'crnment, but he is supposed to enquire what the matter is 
when a Bill of so important a nature is put forward by the Govern¬ 
ment. The Government of Bombay has been unequivocaUy telling us 
and it is known to everyone here that the Communist movement in 
Bombay is doing great harm. I suppose my Honourable friend Mr. 
Jo.shi had heard the speech of Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas who has 
gone out of his way to tell the OoA'ernment that they were Aveak, and 
that thej' ought to have taken action long before to-day. I supiiose 
he was not sleeping then. He opposes the Bill on some other ground 
and 1 shall come to that. But I do not understand the attitude, Sir*, 
of those who want cireuMtion. What is the object of circulation and 
what is the advantage ? We have sufficient opinion created in India 
and T urnuld like to liaA^e an opinion on the floor of this House. ^ Is 
anybody here in favour of Communism ? That is the whole point. 
aiemUrs of ihe Congress TaHy : “ That is not the point.”) Is there 
Communism, and how to deal with that Communism is the qnestion. It 
you say, there is Communism and if you understand the object ot those 
who are dealing Avith Communism, then I can understand it is necessaxy 
that Ave should adopt such methods as are necessary to get rid or it. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) ; But there is 


no Communism. 

Mr Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtullah : I am glad to hear that from you, 
Mr Das. But I would like to draw the attention of the House to what is 
CommSism Communism is a special movement within Soeiahsm w th 
Se Sie Stta°rgoal, namely, L abomion of socal V 

■Hip destruction of private ownership ; and according to Mai xhOAV is i 
++ ■; oWp 1 T+ is attainable only hy means of rCAfolntion. Why don t 
i deSl) Ma to evolution f Say it cleady 

and we will understand it. As I understand it, Sir, it is no use lining 
fhp wni-n issue. According to the Russians the strength of the Com¬ 
munist movement outside Russia varies differently in dift'erent «OHiitries, 
Si ™test Avherever economic distress is most acutely felt. And heie 
? 4^ref ^th my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi that Government is to 

^^(Tt th^stage Mr. Deputy President vacated the Chair, which was 
re.sumed hy Jlr.. President.) .... j 

T+ «pPTn<? to me that the continuance of the' intensive propaganda 
nf rhe Third International despite wery prejudicial effects on tiie poiitieai 
blvSn the Soviet States and other Governments is mainly 
!! ft hi To L iroA^^^^ sense o£ the Russian Communists and to 
tlieh- belief that the'^Russian experiment depends for its lasting success 



834 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[15th Sept. 1928, 


[jMr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla.] 

upon the accomplishment of the World Revolution. Are you prepared to 
admit this or not ? 

Lala Lajpat Rai (Jnllnndnr Division : Non-Muhammadan) : We 

are. 

Mr. Fazal Ibraliim RahimtuUa ; I am glad to hear you say so. My 
friend Lala Lajpat Rai made out two or three points. First he -says that 
he does not understand why the English people are supporting this Bill 
because Englishmen are concerned. Secondly, he says that the strikes 
are due to money coming from Lancashire. The third point he made was 
that he does not want to isolate India from other foreign countries. Sir, 
as regards the first point, the very fact that the European Q-roup is 
favouring this Bill shows that they do not wish to destroy Government 
and they do not wish to ruin India. As regards the second point, Lala 
Lajpat will clearly bear me out on this, that British people are here only 
for their trade interests. 

Lala Lajpat Eai : Quite right. Well, if Lancashire is financing 
these trade strikes, no European would come forward to support this 
Bill. (An Honourahle Meinher - “ Why not ? ”) Thej'’ Avill not, 

because it touches their pockets. With regard to the third point, I 
found, Sir, that the Swarajist Members, _ with whom I am in full agree¬ 
ment, when the other day Sir George Rainy moved the Textile Bill,—^hlr. 
Jamnadas Mehta said we want the Cloth Bill. The effect of that would 
have been to spoil our relations with Japan. 


Mr. B. Das : Why 1 


Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Sahimtulla : Because that would kill the trade 
of Japan. Sir, our Avhole object is to see that India is prosperous, no 
matter what the relations with other countries may be. The primary 
object of this House, which is constituted with a majority of elected 
Indian Members, is to see that India is prosperous and not to ruin India 
for the purpose of not spoiling our relations with foreign powers. As 
regards my friend, Mr. Joshi, he has told this House—and I agree with 
^ p him entirely—that he would like to see any money, 

coming from any source, being treated by any individual 
as untouchable. Perfectly true. But, Sir, he did not tell us the object 
why the money was sent. That is the whole point, not the money.'. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : To support the strikers. 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla : For what reason ? 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : To feed the strikers in this country. 

Rahimtulla : The whole object to my mind is 
ne motive of those people who sent him the money. That is'the point. 

inaud^l^ai'the Repmir^s't^ie?®^' '''' interruption which was 

movementri? the^Sb^y^^eSne^® 

sufficient in Bombay to watch my 
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Mr, Pazal Ibraliiiii RaMExtulla : Because your movements are not 
necessaiy to ivatcli. You are nobody in Bombaj^ nowadays and you 
know it. 

Mr. President : Tlie Honourable IMeniber would be well advised not 
to take notice of interruptions. 

- Mr. Fazal Ibrahim RahimtuUa : I am glad of your advice, Sir, and 
I shall try to follow it •, but when people interrupt I have got to reply 
to them. I think. Sir, the best speech that was made in this House 
on the subject ivas the speech of Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas for 
whom I have got the greatest respect and his speech was that he was 
not against the Communist movement. He says that Government ought 
to have taken action earlier and immediately. The only difficulty he 
has is that he does not understand wh 3 '’ Government did not take action 
under Regulation HI. I think. Sir, the Government ought to have 
replied to that. But I find my friend, Mr. Munshi, has dealt with that 
subject in a very clear and cut and dried manner. His point was 
and he has told us that Government did not wish to apply Regulation 
HI because there would be a great uproar in England. Suppose that 
argument is true. Then, do you mean to say that the Government 
should not find out any other means by which to get rid of this 
Communist movement in India and that they should merely look on 
and sec. if they find that the British people are getting into uproar in 
England over the application of Regulation III to the British subjects . 
That is why they have brought this measure before this House. My 
friend Mr.' Jayakar has all along told us—and I think very rightly 
too—that looking to the past experiences he cannot trust the Gov¬ 
ernment. But what is his duty here? His duty is cffiarly to go 
before the Select Committee, to accept the principle and find out suen 
-=;afe"uarcls as he thinks necessary so that the question of trust will 
not “exist in the future. The whole principle of the Bill as I 
stand it, is to get rid of the Communist movement in India. Tha.. is 

the principle. 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : The principle of the Bill is deportation by 
summary methods and without trial. 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Ealiimtulla : Will you suggest some other 

methods ? . . . . , i 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : If the very essence of the J 

SrConriSee o¥ dySin^t V-dure safeguards. 

ment when it came into existence. 

m. N. ra. JosU : How can you make this Government rcsponsiWe 

. accept 

my advice. 
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Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Eahimtulla : Very well, Sir, I shall do so. One 
remark Mr. Mnnshi made, Sir, to which I take great exception. He 
told us : “ Why does not Parliament legislate for India ? ” I hope,. 
Sir, he will not ask this House to adopt this pernicious principle that 
the Houses of Parliament should legislate for India. We know how 
to take care of ourselves and also of the British subjects .residing in 
India. We are not here onlj’' legislating for British subjects) hut, we 
are also mentioning aliens. The whole point is, are you going to accept 
the principle or not •? {Cries of “ No.”) If you are not going to do 
that, then you say jmu are in favour of the Communist movement in 
India. My friend, Mr. Jayakar, comes from Bombay and I shall read- 
to him a small paragraph from the Indian National Herald of the 25th 
April 1927—a speech delivered by Mr. Spratt. And what does he say ? 
He says : 

‘ ‘ It ivas ivi’oug to aigue, that the couutry was not prepared for non-violent civil 
disoberlienco. Although revolution was not synonymous with bloodshed, yet a strictly 
non violent atmosphere was a far off 'cry. Every revolution in history was attended 
witli bloodshed. Tlic very idc.a that soma blood uould have to be shed 
ought not to deter India from launching the programme of civil disobedience. 

In the end Mr. Spratt hoped that t!)e right lead would soon be fortlicomiug, and 
India would witness one of the biggest revolutions recorded in history.” 

Mr. M. E. Jayakar : Does the Honourable Member know that Mr. 
Spratt was tried in the Bombay High Court and found not guilty bj'' 
an English Judge ? 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Eahimt-uUa : Yes, but on some other grounds, 
and not because he was a Communist. Sir, the whole iioint that I want 
to make out is this, that there has been sufficient evidence available in 
India about the existence and spread of the Communist movement in 
this country, and especially in Bombay it is quite evident, that the 
strikes ai'e due to the Communist movement. I do not for a moment 
agree with all the clauses that are in the Bill. I only say that we accept 
the principle, and that we should get rid of the Communist movement 
in* India. 


Then, Sir, as regards our fear that the Government will misuse the 
law, we can go to the Select Committee, fight it out there, and proAude the 
necessary safeguards for the purpose. If we cannot find an agreement 
with tlie GoAurnment as to the safeguards which Ave should like to 
provide, it Avould still he open to us to throw out the Bill at the third 
reading, and at that time I shall be Avith the other side of the House 
(pointing to the Congress Party Benches), for the A'ery reason that Goa'^- 
ernment have failed to co-operate Avith the House. I personally, Sir, do 
not know whether a reference should be made to the letter Avhieh my 
father has Avritten in this connection. Mj’’ father has elearlA^ pointed out 
that 1he Communist movement cannot be got rid of by this^Bill. (Hear, 
hear from the Congress Party Benches.) This is only a beginning. The- 
rog cause is the policy of the Government. (An Honourable Member : 

Exactly so .) Take the ratio question. That has ruined the culti- 
Aa ors. that has also brought about the strikes in Bombay and else- 
wiiere. (Hear, heur from the Congress Party Benches.) Now, if Gov- 
einmen come forward with a Bill of this character and wish to mend 

co-operation of this side of the. House, 
for refuse it, _ and this is the only reason, Sir, that' I have 

PI lug he principle of this Bill. Government have now come 
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forward, they have opened their eyes to see the folly of their past actions. 
{An Honou7-aMG Meinher : “ They have not seen their folly -yet ”,) 
trovernnient have now come forward with this measure, and it is up to us 
to _ accept its principle. That is the main reason why I am supporting 
^is m^sure,^ and I hope, Sir, that the House wiU agree to send it to a 
Select Committee. 


Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz (West Central Punjab : Muham¬ 
madan) : Sir, I thank you for giving me an opportunitj’' to speak on the 
Public Safetj’’ Bill. The object of this Bill is to ensure the safety of 
the public. While all civilised countries have long since taken measures 
to check the anarchical activities of the Communist International, the 
Government of India, who are in charge of teeming millions of the people 
of this country, cannot shut tlieir eyes to the dangerous propaganda that 
is carried on by the Red agents and their foreign emissaries from overseas. 
Sir, having regard to the political and economic conditions of this 
country, the Red agents and their friends have made India their special 
butt, witli a view to arouse a spirit of defiance of authority and law¬ 
lessness, with the ultimate object of overthrowing the existing political 
Government of the land and the present structure of society by rapids of 
anti-political and ph 3 Lsical force revolution, which, in my opinion, is 
the negation of all true political life, and is meant to crush everything 
even all that is good in time-lionoured institutions. 

Sir, much has been talked in this House about Communism. But I 
am sure there are still some Honourable Members in this House who 
would like to know the exact scope and the extent of the principles of 
Communism. 

I will only refer to the Russian constitution to show what is meant 
by this Communism. Its cardinal points are laid down within the fore 
corners of the Russian Constitution and do not require much elucidation. 
I will read to you. Sir, the Articles in the Russian Constitution dealing 
with the subject now under discussion. Sir, I invite the attention of the 
House to page 220 of the book called “ The Select Constitution of the 
World ”, Chapter II, Article 3. (Russian Constitution.) 

It runs thus : 

“ With the fundamental aim of suppressing all exploitation of man by m.an, 
of abolishing for ever the division of society ” ' 

—mark these words— 

“ of abolishing for ever the division of society into classes, of ruthlessly suppressing 
all exploiters, of bringing about the Socialist organisation of soeietj', and of estab- 
lisliing the triumph of socialism in all countries, the Third all-Eussian Congress of 
Soviets further decrees : 

(a) In order to establish the socialisation of land, private omiership of land is 
abolished; all land is declared national property, and is handed over to the workers, 
•without compensation, on the basis of an equitable division, carrying with it the 
right of use only.” 

That is to .say, no one else but the cultivators only have the right to 
occupi’’ land and landlordism and the right to hold property in private 
ownership is abolished for ever. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Is it bad ? 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz : Quite bad, certainly had ; there is 
no doubt that it is thoroughly bad. 

Iil20LA ! ^ 
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Sir Hari Singh ,Gonr ; It 'ivould be a fine thing if they took possessioii 
of your house. , ' 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz : Clause (c) of Article ,3 says ; 

As a first step towards the complete transfer to the Workers’ and 'Peasants'^ 
Soviet Republic of all factories, workshops, mines, railways and otlier means pf pro¬ 
duction and transport, and in order to ensure the supremacy of the workers .over -the 
exploite.rs, the Congress ratifies the Soviet law on workers’ control of industry and 
that on the Supreih'e Economic Council.” . ' ' ' . • . 

-Clause (ff) ,says : ' , . ' ^ 

f-‘ In .order ,to secure the supremacJ^,of the labouring masses, and do guard aga^t 
any possibility oI the exploiters regaining power ” ■ ' 

—^mai’k these tvords-rr- ' . , ' 


‘‘ the Congress decrees the arming of the workers, the formation of a Socialist Red 
Army of vorkers and ' peasants, and 'the e.omplete- disarmament of the propertied 
classes.” . • . • - ' . . 


That is to say. the tyorkers and peasants are to be armed while ,the p.rpr 
pertied men, the landlords, are to be disarmed, and forcibly dispossessetl 
of their landed property. 

Now, Sir, it has .been sai^ ,in this .House that the Russian cons'tdtution 
has nothing to do with religion. I will read to you an Article from them 
constitution itself to show that the Russian Constitution is in favour of 
anti-religious propaganda. This is Article 13 : . ■ ' 

“ To ensure for the workers genuine liberty of conscience, the Church is sepa¬ 
rated frtyi the State' iind the schooi from the Olmrch ; and ’ freedom of religious and 
nj'.ti-religions propaganda ‘is assured to . every citizen. ” 

That is to say, this Russian Constitution brings into conflict different 
form.s of religion. Recently we pa.ssed.a law to, the effect that.malicious' 
attacks on the founder of a religion are punishahie, and here, this constir 
tution, on the face of it-, allows anti-religions, propaganda to he carried 
on. We know-the serious, .consequences that will follow if we were to 
assure anti-religious propaganda to-every citizen.’ .There.will.b.e’riotings 
everywhere. •- •, , 

Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyaingar ; May I ask''my Honourable frjepd 
whether a Communist -who interferes with religion comes within the 
.section as defined ini clause 2 of this Bill ? . 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz : Yes; it will create hatred' hetw.eem 
class and class. . , . " 


Mr. p. Dtmaiswamy Aiyangar : Kindly read .clause 2, . , ,, .. 

Mian Muhammad Shah Na'waz : I am not, bound to do sb. See -it 

for yourself. ' . ' " ' ‘ " ' ' ' ty ' _ 

Mr. C. iP'uraisyramy Aiyangar : Thank j'^ou. . 

Shah Nawaz .•- .’Wieli. Sir, T.submit that,the activities 
-r_| . i increasing. Only last month t.he Congress-pf 

Moscow-fn'^ the Kijn, met, of course, in. 

opened bv the rsituation. This session of the, Conference was 

had aLLblc°\\boiTL^^i attention pty-all' the'’ members who 

purpose of spreading tbe^P importance of recruiting young men for the 
and breadth of'tbis'^ worlfl propaganda t-hr,oiighout illic length 

Congress were open.Tb 19 .Mated-that mewsections' of the 

P 'Cl in 12 countries.-inclndipg ;Austyali:ayEp.lestine. 
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I’eferred to tlie Peasaiite’ and 
n-as sonrlin’^ nn?^ Bengal He further pointed out that the Congress 
own J r” Countries to spread Communism 

hn?v school children. Look at the activities of the Communists, 

TTnlnfii TL ^^7 J Tcsolution at tlus Congress was tabled br 

counti^ for the activities of -the 
Communists. He advocated the concentration of revolutionary efforts in 
India, among the mas.ses, where there is so much misery. The masses, 
f< n *^5+ u taught to revolt against the British Government. 

Uur task^ , he went on to say was to Avithdraw the masses from the 
Indian nationalist bourgeoisie and to "win them for our movement 
Surel 3 , the Indian nationalist politicians are included in bourgeoisie. 
lie further declared that the general .strikes in Indiamre lialf revolution¬ 
ary sj-mptoms of an intensifying crisis, and he went on to say that these 
half rei'clutionarj’' methods will.be transformed into wholly revolutionary.. 
These strikes will paralyse the existing administration, the pending rev.o- 
liition that will strilce at the root of the Hvhole economic, sociol and 
political structure of the tJocietj’. , Th.e danger, therefore, from Com¬ 
munism is a real one. V-^e also know that in point of fact there are 
some Indians who are receiving money from Moscow. Mr. Jhabvalla, a 
resident of Bombay’, admitted—I read it in to-da 3 ’^’s newspajici's—^tlia’t 
he had received Rs. 14,000 from Moscow for the purpose of helping the 
strikers, (il/r. D. I. Belvi : “ .14,001.”) Again it is said that Russia 
is for peace. Russia is not for peace. I warn the House, and I sa 3 r 
this most emphatically, that Russia is preparing herself for another war.. 
You have only to read the article contributed by Mr. Herbert Sweeney 
to the Times of India. "Will 3 'ou permit me, Sir, to cite the following passage 
from this article : 


K Eypyy or woman is being trained as ,a soldier in Russia, This means that 
iji another war the Soviet 7rill liave no jion-conibatants. Slillions are being spent in. 
training j’oung men and j'oung women in the various phases of terrible modern warfare. 
Til militar)' strength she is second only to France. Russia is breeding a nation whose 
inhabitants regardless of sex will be a warrior nation who will be taking an increasing 
interest in poisonous gas warfare and militarj' aviation. All things are being con¬ 
trolled b.r the Govenimont from the birth of children up to the time of the burial n£ 
the dead.” 

"Well, Sir, these are the hard facts of the situation. Are we going to have 
Communism in India or not ? I think that gentlemen living far from the 
Punjab and the North-We.st Frontier Province do not realise the situation. 
Those who are living in Bomba 3 ’-, Madras, Central Provinces and Bengal 
have not much to .suffer. I know full well that if there is an attack on India 
from Russia or Central Asia,’ the Punjabis will have to fight every inch 
of the ground and to me it will be siveet and glorious to die for,my Mother¬ 
land. Gentlemen coming from Bbmha 3 " and other provinces do nOt realise 
that the Punjabis have to bear the brunt of the Russian invasion if it were 
ever to come. AYe fed that our- hands should be strengthened rather than 
weakened by internal disturbances. 

It has been said that there is no evidence that Communism is spreading 
in India. The Honourable the Home Member lias given 3 ’^ou some evidence 
that Communists are present in this countr}^ He has given you evidence 
to show that these Communists are earridng on a propaganda of lawlessness. 
I will supplement that evidence and give 3 ’'on certain facts. Much has 
been said about Pliilip Spratt. The House may like to know 'who this 
Spratt is. He came to Indiu,ostensibly on behalf of the Labour. Research 
LI 2 OLA 1)2 
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Department, London, whicli, according to Earl Winterton’s statement in tlie 
House of Commons this j^ar, is under the direct control of the Red Inter¬ 
national Labour Union. The activities of the Bengal workers and peasants 
led by Philii? Spratt resulted in the prolongation of the East Indian Rail¬ 
way strike at Lillooah whicii in turn led to the teri'ible train disaster at 
Belur where many Indian citizens lost their lives on account of this wanton 
crime. The activities of Communists like Singaraslu and ]\Iukund Lai 
brought about the strilce on the South Indian Railway and the resultant 
loss of life and property may be directly attributed to the influence of these 
Communists. Sir, when you take all these facts together, they afford a 
conclusive proof in favour of the motion that the Bill maj’- be referred to the 
Select Committee. 

Now. Sir, several Qbjeetions have been raised against the provisions of 
this Bill an'd to the best of- niy ability I shall endeavour to deal with them. 
The first objection wms raised by the Leader of the Nationalist Party and 
the Honourable Mr. Jayakar. I'-have listened carefully to the arguments 
of Mr. Jaj'-akar because he really malces good speeches and it is a pleasure 
and a privilege to hear liim. But with all due deference to him I do not 
agree with him when he mistrusts the Government in so far as this legisla¬ 
tion. is concerned. I do not agree Avith Lala Lajpat Rai Avhen he says that 
this legislation is dishonest. We know full AA^ell that we have three Indian 
-gentlemen, three distinguished gentlemen of great ability who are Members 
of the Cabinet of His Excellency the Governor General ; and I take it for 
granted that they Avere consulted, and that they have assented to the 
princiifles and details of the Bill Avhich is noAv before the House." Of course 
several years ago there used to be only one Indian Member on the Woei’ 05 ’’’s 
Executtye Council, but uoaa' there are three out of a total number of seA^en, 
and Ave must, in the circumstances of the case, trust the honesty of the 
Government to proceed with this Bill. Sir, I beg to submit that it is the 
curse of this country that Ave cannot trust each other. (Hear, hear.) 
Hindus do not trust the hlussalmans, the Mnssalmans do not trust the' 
Hindus. 


An Honourable Member : Yes. 

Mian Muhammad Shah NaAvaz : Do they ? Do the Mussulmans ac¬ 
cept tlie Constitution recently framed at LucknoAv to Avhieh my learned 
friend, Mr. Jayakar, and the Honourable Lala Lajpati Rai have signified 
their assent ’ Surely, the majority of Muhammadans have not accepted 
fi. {An BonouraUe Member : “ Question.”) They can not accept any 
Constitution Avhieh does not safeguard their interests. I say on the floor 
House that the vast majority of Muhammadans have "nothing to do 


On a point of order, is all this relcAmnl, Sir. to the 


Mr. M. S. Aney 
Bill before ais 1 

eyes to seo^nd^^s^to^i^^^ Nawaz : It is perfectly relevant if you hav 
has given ^fse this constitution, as I say 

Gtyei'muent, and tlie GovernmriU®l' Indians do not trust th 

eir confidenec. Avish to take certain people int' 

An Honourable Member • Bo 

• Bo Government trust us 1 
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Mian Mnhamniad SI 12 I 1 Nawaz ; They do not trust you, because you 
desire to obstruct administrative measures and wreclr also the reforms. 
(Hear, hear.) , 

An Honourable Member : Do they trust you ? 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz : They do not trust 3 mu because you 
are men of obsiructionist tactics. I will not listen, Sir. to those persons 
who make ])ersonal remarks. Tliey exhibit bad breeding. Well, Sir, 
I repeat that it is the curse of this countrj'- that Communities do not 
tru.st eaeli other. Indians do not trust the G-ovemment, and the Govern¬ 
ment do not want to take into confidence people whose business it is in 
this House to obstruct. 


Mr. U. Tok Kyi (Burma ; Non-European) : On a point of order, Sir. 
Is tlie Honourable Member entitled to use the phrase “ bad breeding ” in 
rcdalion to Members of this House ’ 

Mr. President ; The Honourable Member against whom that language 
wa.s used invited it. It is, of course, improper. 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz : Well, Sir, I say that trust begets 
trust and mistrust begets mistrust. I do not mean ill to the opposition. 

I am "iving you the simple factiS, that Hindus do not trust the Mussalmans 
and that Miissalmans do not trust the Hindus, and that the constdntion 
framed by the Conference at Lucknow and based on the Nehru Report 
which was signed by nii’’ learned friends, Lala Lajiiat Rai and Mr. Jajmkar 
is not acceptable to the Mussalmans as it does not protect the rights and 
interests of the minorities. {An Honourable Member Question. ) 
Well, Sir, my friend, Jlr. Jayakar, ignores one fact, one simple fact, that 
this Bill docs not apply to Indians, British subjects and the subjects of 
States in India. 

Now Sir, the European Group of the Assembly representing a section 
of Britishers in this House, unanimously say that this 
do them harm. I therefore think that it was rather unkind on 
ol Lala Laipat Rai and Mr. Jayakar to say that the Government is ^ 
rf SaneS? to proceed witfr this extremely 

“•n X ht Greatest posiwe care in the application of the provisions 
v.-ill Lake the v aunlied only to those persons who are 

-‘tomladS ” “I the Union of SovW Russia and those who ^e woilcmg 

for the certain tliaf the Governor 

can ’ fp that the Government is not brought into 

s'^^sirifirjiri^Ss 

If -- -rS' 
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between two evils and is compelled to arm themselves with additional 
powers in order to deal effectively with certain agents and enemies of 
law and order whose business is to incite the masses to violent revolt, 
which in my humble opinion will bring ruin oh this country. As j^ou 
know, Sir. the object of the Bill is to send hack such agents to the place 
■whence they came from. In short it is a preventave measure. The third 
objection raised by some members of the Opposition is that the present 
legislation is entirelj' unnecessarj’- because offences described therein are 
punishable under the existing law. With all respect to the opinion of 
those Members who say so—including Mr. Jayakar—T am of opinion that 
some of the acts described in the Bill are not covered by any existing 
legislation. I admit that some of them are. For instance, the offences 
against the State and Ilis Majesty’s Government are undoubtedly punish¬ 
able under the Penal Code or under some Eegulation. But the present' 
Bill deals also with a Communist who preaches that there is no ownership 
in private property and invites the masses to achieve this object by violent 
revolt. I submit that such an offence is not covered by any previous 
enactment of law that I know of. Further, the Bill prohibits general 
strikes and mass demonstrations with a view to foment industidal and 
agrarian dispute, involving a penalt5'’ of deportation. I submit that such 
an offence is not covered by any existing law, I will not quarrel with 
my friends who say that the Bill has a far-reaching effect. Probably it 
has. But there are some offences provided for in the Bill which un¬ 
doubtedly are unkown to the existing law. Again it is said that this 
legislation is not urgent. I have given you the facts. The Communists 
of Russia want to Sovietise the whole world. This fact cannot be denied. 
They want to destroy ownership in property ; they want to abolish class 
distinctions or the division of society into classes. They are aiming at the 
destruction of the social, economic and political structure of society. 

I have shown that Russians are prepai*ed for a war. If these facts are 
taken together, T think the case for the urgency of tlie Bill is made out. 


Sir, I feel that nationalism will be undermined if we will permit 
this demon of Communism to grow and shake the fabric of society. I 
honesliy feel that this monster of Communism should be nipped in the 
bud in the interest of the peaceful progress and industrial development, 
etc., of tin's vast land of oni’s. I feel Sir, that we must stop the activities 
of the Cnmmnni.sts as soon as possible, because if we do not stop them, 
they will retard the national progress of the country and inculcate a 
spirit of defiance of authority and lawlessness, which, I submit, is the 
iiegalion of true democratic life and action. I feel, Sir, that action was 
long overdue and although the seed has been sown we must’ shut our 
doors against further contamination. I feel, Sir, that the general strikes 
^ large scale are ruining the industries. I am not 
sSikes with object is to get bigber wages. But the general 

administration of llm indu.stries, with a view to paralyse the 

TTeSrefe! sfr that tLT ‘"’-•%«?tainly harmful to our Best interests. 
Sdl will be received Government to proceed with this 

Indian public, and by every 

•tn’Ie f^yorlty of the sense of fesponsi- 

Sii^ I Select Committee ^ House will permit the Bill 

•upon the motion of mv friend lead to its passage. 

> iT^iend Sir Hari Singh Gour. 
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that the question be now put. (Several 
other Honouiable i\Iein.bel*s also moved that the question be put.) 

. has been made by my Honourable’ 

friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta to the allegation that Mr. M. N. Roy did not 
write that letter and that there was no signature to support it as* genuine. 
But the Honourable the Home Member has said this : 


"I know tliiit the British Communist Partj' addressed a reproach to Mr. M. N. 
Hoy on Uic assumption tliat he liad given ground to Government to take action on 
a matter of tliis kind. The answer was that tlie Vetter was not written by Mr. M. IST. 
Boy; tlicro may be some measure of literal inaccuracy, but it is true that the letter was 
written. ’ ’ 


Now, Sir, certain aus'wer has been given by my Honour¬ 
able friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta who alleged to have re¬ 
ceived _ a telegram supposed to have been sighed by Mr. M. N. Roy. 
But, Sir, the question is that of the facsimile of his writing and not, Sir, 
the signature, the real signature, which my friends are contesting for the 
last three days, on which a deplorable battle has been fought for the last 
three days without 3113^ end. But, Sir, might I not ask Mr. Jamnadas 
Mehta this, has he got the hand widting and signature in the telegraphic 
communication that repudiates the signature in the' letter and writing 
on its bod5'^ ? How can the. argument lie therefore in the mouth of Mr'. 
Jamnadas Mehta to sa\' tliat he does not accept the letter that was writteh 
and circulated ? Since some reference has been made, why should not 
Mr. M. N. Ro 3’' come forward, why does he not write a letter in his own 
hand now and say that he did not write the body of the letter ? 


Yesterday I questioned the genuineness of the letter when I interrupt¬ 
ed m3'' Honourable friend, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, who said that it was not 
his signature. But what about the remaining part of the letter, the 
body of the letter ? "Was it not in ]\I. N. Roy’s handwriting ? Govern¬ 
ment know of the existence of certain original letters written bs’' M. N. Ro}’’, 
which are in the possession of the Home Department, and the Government, 
after comparing the handwriting, found that this letter was written by 
M, N. Roy. There is a doubt still in the minds of the Opposition party 
that it was not written by Ro5''. Tliei-e have been certain letters circu¬ 
lated, preaching the propaganda of the Bolshevists and Communists in 
this counti’3L Tliero is no doubt.about it, and this is not the only one 
ground upon which the Government had reason to introduce this Bill. 
Mr. Jamnadas Mehta probably wants to give liberty and freedom to these 
Bolshevists and Communists coming to this country, because purses and 
purses of money have been given out in this country. Mr. Joslii admits 
that he got money, but do they render any account of bow much mone3’' 
they get and bow much the3’ spent ? Will the Swaraj Part3'' tell me 
from the beginning of 1919 up till now how much money they have collect¬ 
ed in the way of subscriptions from the country and from the Bolshevists 
also ? 

A Bill of this description is an every clay essential in this country. It 
js absolutely necessary that the poor people in- this country, the dumb 
millions,' should be protected. My Honourable friend,' Sir Hari Singh 
Gour, was' saying the other day that there have been wreckages of trains, 
derailments, and^only a-^fe-w miles from Calcutta, somewhere near Belur, 
So many passengers were killed and injured an attempt was made the 
d’aY befbre' yesterday' to wreclc a train somOAvhere in Madfa^s.' Two. or 
tfitee ih'ontlis dgo ih the south of India! pie'ople' have been afrested. That 
matter is sub judice, so I shall not go into it at all. 
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Some iieople have, in connection with the Trade Union and labour, 
been prosecuted and they have been coming and going from CaleuUa to 
Madras to hml lawyers. There has been an organisation in the town oi 
Caicnita and 1 have been approached and asked by the people ('Cheers) 
to «'o and raise subscriptions. Haven’t I experience for the last fifteen 
year* ? Jlavf I not seen how they have been carrying on for the last 
twenty years, how much money they have collected ? Have they render¬ 
ed an account ? 

Mr. President : Order, order, I will ask the Honourable Member to 
be relevant. 

3Mt K. Ahmed : Now, Sir, let us consider about the liberty and free¬ 
dom that Mr. Mehta wants to give to these foreigners and asks the 
Communists to come with their purses and distribute money, no sooonni of 
which is rendered. Then he brought in certain cases of forgeries and so 
on. Perhaps he has forgotten historjL Does he not know that jiLSt at 
the time when the Bast India Company came into the possession of a por¬ 
tion of Bengal and at the time -when Clive had not come, there were 
forgerers in India like Omiehand and Nankumar ? This is recorded in 
history. 'Who started the game ? Why do you find fault with the Gov¬ 
ernment in such petty matters ? There is ample evidence that the Com¬ 
munists are trying to get a stronghold in this country. Have you not 
read the Statement of Objects and Reasons attached to the Bill ? The 
Honourable the Home Member has placed ample materials before the 
House to come to the conclusion that the Communists are very active in 
India. What does the Statement of Objects and Reasons say : 

“ Evidence has accumulated recently of the subversive intentions and activities of 
the Communist Intenmtional generally, and in particular of the efforts it is directing 
against India. The general policy of the Communist movement is to rouse a spirit of 
discontent and lawlessness in the masses, whether industiial or agricultural, vrith 
the ultimate object of destroying by violence both the Government established by law 
and the present economic orgjlnisation of society and substituting what they describe 
as the dictatorship of the proletariat. For the piomotion of this movement, in India, 
as in other eountiies. the Communists depend largely on the work of propagandists 
who aie despatched to the country for the purpose of forming organisations intended 
to promote .and spread Communistic ideas and doctrines, and of creating general un¬ 
rest among the masses. It is not reasonable that these agents of Communism, if they 
happen to obtain entrance into India, should be allowed to stay in India with the 
object of undennining the whole structure of the life of the community. The Bill 
therefore is designed to provide a power of removing such persons provided that they 
are not Indian British subjects or subjects of a State in India.” 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Where is the evidence ? 


B&. K. Ahmed : You find it in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
what has induced the Government to take action in this matter. 
Liy lionourable friend seems to forget the fact that Mr. M. N. Roy’s 

able^tlTp people. You have heard from the Honour- 

trom othe ?^ 
mg fast in this eountrv and vof'F ^ Communist activities are spread- 
1 do W XaiS tw S ''“V -isgiving about this fact, 

Benaiblu man woMd rlS t doubt.. (Laughter.) No 

SlrThat b a (Laughter.) 

anoilmr Member Philosophy of Mr. Belvi 

PPoarte mde. They are all great lovers of 
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po.itics lo ) but tliej’’ seem to have forgotten their love of society and 
their love of orthodoxy. Nobody can believe when my' Honourable 
irientis say tliat in their love of politics, tliey should abandon all their 

e fcu’ social life and that thej'^ should discard all their orthodox Jiabits. • 
Now, Sir, they say that for the sake of politics, they want people from 
Moscow to come liere. They tvant people from foreign countries to take 
j>ai t in this Coniinunistie activity. Ls n<<t. Sir. their heart stronger than 
their head to-day ? Sir, I heard this morning, when mj^ Honourable 
friend Mr. Gavin-Jones was speaking, a fight was going on between Indian 
capitalists and milloAvners and European capitalists and millowners : my 
Ilonoui-able friends, Mr. Birla and Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas on the 
one .side, and Mr. Gavin-Jones and Sir Victor Sassoon on the other. I sus- 
pecied tlieni verj’ much. Why is it that these Indian capitalists have been 
fighting against the European capitalists ? I ask my Honourable friend 
Mr. Gavin-Jones to pay adequately to the poor labourer. (Hear, hear.) 

I ask him to pay higher wages to his labourers but he did not respond. I 
put the same question to Mr. Birla and Sir Pur,shotamdas Thakurdas. 
(Laughter.) Have the}' paid more salaries or do thej' agree to pay higher 
wages to their labourers ? I ask my Honourable friend IVIr. Haji whether 
he would agree to paj’’ to the Indian lascars and the seamen employed by 
the Scindia Steam Navigation Conijiany higher wages than the British 
India Steam Navigation Company jiay to their labourers ? 

Well, Sir, what difference does it make to the masses, to the Indian 
seamen and the Indian lascars, whether they receive their wages from the 
hands of the Briti.sh India Steam Navigation Company or from the hands 
of the Scindia Steam Navigation Company ’ What we want to know is 
whether they will be able to maintain themselves and pay our labour at 
a higher rate of wages than what they receive from the European Com¬ 
pany. Don’t we know the story of the Bengal National Bank ? Don't 
we know that the Indian capitalists combine among themselves in a con¬ 
spiracy ? Mr. Ha.ii is either Manager or Secretary of the Scindia Steam 
Navigation Company. He is therefore an interested person ; but he 
should have been more interested in lalmur being a public man at the 
same time. He has an axe of self interest to grind. However, that is- 
not the subject of the present debate. 

Well, Sir, I come to Mr. Bharucha. I .suppose he is a nominated Mem¬ 
ber. I congratulate him on his maiden speech delivered- to-day in this 
Assembly. I take him to be a fine speaker, but unfortunately to my inter¬ 
jections I did not get a single answer from him when I said : “AVhy don’t 
}mu go to these millowners and insist that the strikers should be paid at 
a higher rate than they are paid at present *’. I hold that there is every 
.jus-tification for the opposite Benches to come to the rescue of these poor 
people and compel the miUowners to pay them more. I challenge the 
Government to say why they should not compel these millowners to pay 
their men better. My friend the Honourable Mr. McWatters making a 
•speech two days ago said that for the past four or five years the Govern¬ 
ment had been passing legislation to ameliorate the condition of labour, 
and what else could the Government do ? I ask the Government to bring 
forward as much legislation as is necessarj'^ in this Assembly for the ]nir- 
pose of improving the condition of the masses. Because, Sir, the Govern¬ 
ment now realise that the difference in the voting, whether the Bill is 
sent for circulation or referred to a Select Committee, will be probably 
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one, two or three votes, not more. I ask tie Governihent to understand 
that tie opinion of tie country is against you.' If you are not careful, if 
you do not give a sufSeient amount pf satisfaction to those who ask for 
it on behalf of the masses, then they will run amok against you. Sir, Mr. 
Bharueia would not satisfy me on this point Of course he was not in a 
I.>osition to do so. 

I turn now to Mr. Munsbi. In a maiden speech the Honourable 
hlember from Burma told us that under the Government of India Act, 
the Government is not entitled to launch a Bill of this description here. 
But the Indian Legislature has power under B(‘CTion 65 to make laws 
for all persons, for all courts, for all j)iaees and 'for all things within 
British India. ' Aud he wanted to say that becautc there is a Parliament 
in England, this Bill shouid have been brought in there and passed ; he 
does not realise his position, Sir. He comes fi'om a great distance no 
doubt. But' does he want to degrade the status aud position of this 
House ? We are in no way inferior (Hear, hear and Cheers.) to the 
House of Commons, because there is notliing to prevent us from putting 
a law on the Statnte-book ; of course there is a provision in the Buies 
and Standing Orders that where the law prcA-enIs, you cannot do so. 
As for instance if the legislation would be against the British Statute. 

Mr. President, I had great pleasure in listening to the speeches of 
distinguished Members of this Assembly ; many of them are leaders. 
This Bill jprovides for the removal from Briti.sh India of persons not be¬ 
ing Indian British subjects or .subjects of Slates in India. No Indian 
is hurt ; only their friends or those who bring money. Are j'ou going 
to tell us that for the sakj of your barg.ain the masses should suffer ? 
Certainly not. 

Sir, from 'the notice of amendments givoja in to-day’s agenda by my 
friend, Pandit Hirday Nath Kuu7ru, klr. daranadas Mehta, Mr. M. K. 
Aeharya, Mr. Joshi, Pandit Thakurdas Bliargava and my friend Mr. K. 
G. Neogy probably, it appears they approve of it going to Select Com¬ 
mittee ; otherwise v.diy should they have given nolict of such amend¬ 
ments ? 


Mr. K. 0. Heogy ; I never gave any such notice. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Here it is ; all of them waut to refer it to Select 
Committee. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Not 2. 

■ S^ere it is : Mr. K. C. Neogy wants it to be referred 
W consisting of such and such Members ; they will 

q c sa isfied if the Bill is ref erf ed 'to 'Select Committee. 

K. c. Neogy : That is another Bill. (Laughter.) 

to refer it shows that my friends are’ williMg 

by clapping theirhands^’^m^^'^ \ console IhemselYeB 

.We given no'tdce of +Tii=, ^ niany leaders and defi'dfy le’aders 

chd not venture to There is Mr. Sfinivlsh lyeii-gh'f. 

I nnderRi ^,''^^ittee - Pe wlieh his Aam'e itas' ihentiOne'd 

’^^Wtand the ohje^ of to' serVe on' the Committee. 

t'arty. Sir, ip adding'tb the-tahgih ffoih 
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afbrtoS™ tt' Hte'/AtT- 

meat you oro Irytog to rive VL ' ““ '““'■y treat- 

sorry that yon should take advmtTvcTf ^ 

fair. Against the wisLs of ^ ® situation. Sir, it is not 

raking advantage of the Government andTtheTnmb miffio'nn”'’ 
there fromVour^P-irtVtlnin y persons put in 

£X"and tie Kl?“'’’ ^om. 

pi’ovifk^s for the removal of those persons,- 
nothing to do with the people of India or the Indian States. 

Tp M should not these people be turned out of this country ? Why 

iiravrs 1 r>* friends on the apposite side welcome them 

here ? Because they want bags of money from Moscow ? These Com¬ 
munists, Sir, supply funds, they send money, to help labour in this 
^untiy and .to preach Communist doctrines to Mr. Joshi. (Lauo-hter.) 
Has my friend Mr Joshi asked his strike committee to render an a'ceount 
T the nioney they have received from Moscow recently ? Now Sir the 
object of the Communists is to rouse a spirit of discontent dnd lawless¬ 
ness in the masses. 


m. President : I think this ought to be enough. May I suggest to 
the Honourable Member to bring liis remarks to a close ? 

m. K. Ahmed ; Yes, Sir. Now, Sir, my friend Sir Hari Singh Gour 
has already quoted from books how dangerous it would be to allow the 
Communist agents to come and carry on their propaganda in this country. 
Then the Honourable the Home Member alluded to the Moplah outrages 
in Malabar. The House knows that Hindus were converted forcibly, 
and that Hindu temples wore desecrated. (Aw KonourahU Member : 
“ Do you know it for a fact ?” That is what the Honourable the Home 
Member said then. YTe are also aware of the numerous revolutionary 
movements which have occurred in the country during the last few years. 
Now, Sir, I ask my friends on the opposite Benches, has Swaraj come 
out of all these revolutionary movements ? Would it come within a day 
or within a month or within a year by such means ? Well, Sir, promises 
were made that Swaraj would come within a year, and all those promises 
have proved utterly false. These promises have disappointed the people 
of tliis country. 


Then, Sir, my friend Sir Victor Sassoon made a reference to China 
and the arrival of Bolshevik agents there, and he said that those agents 
VeTe turned oilt of th’e countrj’', I also gathered from the speech of my 
Honourable friend Nawab' Sir Sahibzada Adbul Qaiyum that Pear about 
his place, on the borders of the Frontier, lie fouPd ample evidence about 
the existence of Communist agents and of th'eir' activities. He has got 
first hand information and the House must he very gtateful' to him for 
supplying that information to us. He said that these Communists are 
an awful lot, a*nd ii they are allowed to conie to this country they will 
slio'ot. Rill' afid drijlple’ the' people, they will destroy all and ctit off the 
leaves of the trees, and eat them up like locusts ^ they will plunder the 
'•ebufifry, afid removb idols fr'om the' temples' stfd str forth. All that is 
■clear from the reports that ive have heard about these' Communists. 
"What is the use of denying all that'? Then, Sir, My Honourable friend 
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lieiglity-flighty idealistic principles. elnef difficulty with the other side 

- of course, it has been said many times,- -is that the Government have 
heen accustomed to use these special powers in a manner which has lost 
them our confidence. They have abused their powers in the past ; and 
therefore we are naturally unwilling to cntnpjt them with new powers. A' 
I'ery singular incident happened to myself just as I got out of the train 
at Simla a few days ago, and went up to the piace which had been arranged 
for me by a friend of mine At that time some policeman in ordinary 
clothes or whoever else he was, was dogging my heels, hly friend noticed 
it, and said that somebody was dogging in 3 '^ heels. I stopped in half a, 
dozen places to see whether the man Avas reallj'^ dogging me. The man 
halted ei^ery time too, and trulj' Avas coming behind me. I Avondered 
Avhether some female champions of freedom—for I AA’as told thej’' were- 
very busy at Simla to catch men, mean trying to catch votes for Mr. Sarda’s 
Bill—^whether these over-zealous ladies Avere trying to find out where I 
was going to stay ; or Avhether really some (1. I. D. man Avas dogging my 
heels. He was, if a C. I. D. agent, prohablj^ looking out for some bearded 
man AA'ho was in the bad hooks of the C. I. D. and perhaps he took me 
to be the man he had been looking for. I hope he found 
out his mistake at last and AA^ent aAvay. But if this had happened to me 
at Delhi or Calcutta or some other place AA'here I Avas changing trains 
I do not knoAv Avhat Avould liave happened to me, I might 
probably liaAu been arrested. I might have had a blank order 
of internment or deportation served on me by the C. I. D., 
man mistaldug me all the time for somebody else. This shows Iioav badly 
these powers have been used in the past. The Honourable the Home hlember 
knoAvs nothing of these matters ; it is all the Avork of underlings ; but un¬ 
fortunately GoA^ernment has to take the responsibility and justify ev^ery- 
thing done. There is one other’ tragic instance I my relate. It relates to a, 
Bengali called Kiran Chunder Mukerjee. He had been extemed for five 
V cars and aa as released onB on the 1st of Sepi ember. I met him on the 1st 
accidental^ at Waltair, on the railAvay platform, as he AA'as gettin®- into the 
same tram by which I was travelling. He was introduced to me by 
somebod.A^ as a Bengali externee. I asked him Avhat he had been 


milty of j but he could not tell 


me. He said he aaus neAur told 


what exactly he was guilty of. I asked liirn, “Did you know 
the late Mr. Das He ^id he knew Inm only by name. I asked- 

him Avhether he knew Subhas Chunder Bo«e. He said “ Only by name.’’ 
1 asked lum. Do you knoAv Bepin Chandra Pal ?” The answer again was 

cal A ^ whether he had been e:igaged in anj--politi¬ 

cal vork before he was externed. He said “No’-. Then I asked for 

rilkecl aura T i some place in Bengal, 

if vt ie n ^ a dangerous man, 

this Avorld of ours yasram ; for Satya—truth—is verj^ dangerous in 

I come to giief for dangerous,than that ! How often have 

dictates of truth. ” Noav according to the 

from Bengal for five veaVs UaT ■ is that he aaus probably externed 

perhaps the real culprit for some other man vvho was 

years. .Judging from past exncrict^^^ 

that AA-e cannot give these extraordir.^' we are right in sajnng- 

OB this one ground I would reieet Government ; and. 

reject the Bill summarily. 
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But there is one small difficulty which I would point out 
in this connection. Suppose, Sir, you were living, or rather our 
millionaire friend hlr. Birla were living in a big mansion with 
many doors and windows opening outside. He employs half a dozen 
watchmen to guard the house at night. One day the watchmen come 
and say, let us suppose, “ We fear there are mischief-mongers 
busy about here. We want some more weapons. We want one more gun 
and some more ammunition to guard the house properly.” Let us suppose 
tliat ]\Ir. Birla says, ” No. You must guard the house with the weapons you 
have got Then the watchmen saj^ “ We shall do our best ; but if anything- 
5vrong happens, we shall not be responsible.” Then what in all probability 
they will do is—if they are not very honest folk—if they are as dishonest as 
this Government is said to be—perhaps this : they will themselves leave a 
door half open that niglit, and let in the thieves ; and next morning they 
will come before Mr. Birla and say, “We told you yesterday, but you did 
not alloAV us any extra ammunition.” Now let us apply this analogy to this 
Government demand ;—^let them be as ivicked as you like ; yet they are 
the present dc facio guardians of the safety of this land. I have no par¬ 
ticularly kind w'ords to .say about them ; but all the same, they are the 
de facto Government ; and until my friend, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta,_ becomes 
the Commerce Member of tlie Government of India, and my friend Mr, 
Srinivasa Iyengar becomes the Law Member, or Lala Lajpat Rai the Home 
hlember, or mj’^ friend hlr. Joshi becomes the Industries and Labour Mem- 
•bex—until then the.se gentlemen happen to be the de facto Government whO' 
have to be held responsible, whether they like it or not, for the safety and 
the peace of this land. 

An Honourable Member : To ivhom ? 


Mr. M. K. Acharya ; To us ! They are not yet responsible ; well, 
that is our quarrel. But that apart, I repeat, they are the de facto Gov¬ 
ernment ; and until they are replaced—and 1 would be very glad when 
they are replaced, the sooner the better it would be of course—bu-t until they 
are* driven out, they are the guardians of thi.s land. And so this diffi^ty 
comes up. Supposing they say “We apprehend danger from_ the Com- 
muni.st.s we want some .special powers ”; and we throw out their demand. 
Then what will happen ? If they be really very dishonest people, as they 
are declared to be, they themselves will allow some Bolshevms to come in, 
and great trouble will then arise, and great loss of property and life ; 
if we ask them -what be the cause of all this trouble, they will say . e 
told you in Simla last September that trouble was breiving ; and we asked 
vou to give us .special powers ; but you .said there was no such tear ot 
trouble and you declined to give us any jiowers to prevent we for^ 
saw, what can we do ? Now there is the trouble. In^ other 
will throw the whole blame on us. Thm, Sir, is the only 
makes me pause for a moment before I say emphatically. We saalUiave 
nothing to do with this Bill”. I would lilm i o throw the whole ^^spons bility 
on the Government. If I were asked, I ivould let them ave is 
only one year ; tell them that they must come up again at the end of the year 
to give an account of how this law has been worked. Then if we found th^t 
Hiey had not worked this Bill Properly, we^lou d decline to ren^^^^^^ 
said that Government may use Regulation III of 181 g pjg .^^ho 

Communists. It Is strange that this sugges ion ^ 

have been persistently a.sking ^oiMlie rep^l of R^^lation 
and still are strongly opposed to using Regulation III against tins mai 
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that mail/Indian or non-Indian. "We should xiot ask Government to use it 
against any one at all ; if Ave do so ask, that Avould give the Government a 
handle to ‘-ay, “ AVell, you joui /dt -isked us to use tlie veapon I” 

IMy vieiv strongly is that that Kogulation III must go immediately,— 
and tliis Bill must be passed for only one year. Meantime Government 
should take .steps to bring a eomiirehcnsh^e Bill to deal with all exceptional 
cases. I hold that Regulation III is no proper iiiece of legislation ; it is 
‘ a laAvless law, ’ and no legislation enacted b}^ any free legislature I repeat, 
this Bill must be passed for only one year and must further be hedged in 
by proper safeguards. 

But these are matters Avhieh should lie considered bj* the Select Com¬ 
mittee ; whether this should be passed for one year ; Avhether before dealing 
w’ith any man, the man’s casbo should not be put up before ttvo or tliree 
Judges or ttvo or three Members of this House, and Avhether only upon their 
recommendation should not the man he declared to be a dangerous man,— 
things of that kind are for the Select Committee ; and I myself Iiave given 
notice of amendments of this kind. These arc matters however Avhich ought 
to go to the Select Committee. Of course if we are really and uncondition¬ 
ally strongly against tliis measure, we must throAv it out; but if we thinli the 
Bill can be alloAved for a year or so rvith certain amendments, it should he 
sent to the Select Committee. Either of these two courses I can understand; 
hut I cannot understand the amendment seeking to circulate the Bill for 
publie opinion. Public opinion cannot tell ns ivliether there is any Bol¬ 
shevik plot being hatched against India or not. It can only say that some 
phrase or clause is too ivide or inconsi.stent here or some impractical there 
and so on. But the Memljers of the Select Committee must be able to find 
out these things. Again, if Government are willing to take any non-oiScial 
Members into their confidence, then from the papers Avlvieh Government must 
show to them, they may be able to saj" Avlictlier there is really good reason to 
helicA e that there are any Communist plots actually being hatched 
agamst India. But if this House and the GoA'ernment cannot come to any 
such understanding, I fail to perceive how ]>ublic opinion Avill make us any 
the wiser on the need for thi.s Bill. The Select Committee ought to be able 
to decide how this Bill should be mended in it.s details. Then tve shall be 
able to say whether the Bill should be rejected ; and then we may finally 
say that this i.s either wanted or not wanted. Therefore, Sir, I am in this 
peculiar position. I am unable to agree completely with all that has been 
said on this side or iiuth all that has been said on the other .side. In that 

^ thank you for permitting me to point out the diffi- 
^ placed. _ I hope that my goodTriends.—the good friends 

trying to bring pressure to bear upon me_will consistently 

m^^the*fTeSo^^o?^ 'p freedom of conscience and liberty of thought, allow 
this queSiom ^ tells me with regard to< 

(Allahabad and Jhanai Divisions . 
doctrines I consider that the nvine^^l opposed to Communistic 

truth: they are opposed to Communism are opposed to 

not s^Sef .-/ff y opposed to religion. I 

momentary triumph, because the^ though they may win a 

^ are opposed to the laws of nature. 
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URtil Communists can discover some method hj- which they .will distribute 
talent equally among all mankind : until they can find out''some method 
by w ncn they can invest eA'^ery man with the same capacity- for hard 
work, industry and skill which others possess, Communism is an absurdity, 
it may nourish for a time, but it is bound to die in the course of time, 
i leeognize the evil that Communism will import into this country and I 
would use every legitimate endeavour to keep it out of the country. I 
think the sense of this House also, or at lea.st of the bulk of the Assembly, 
j has made it abundantly clear that they do not want to encourage Com- 
ninnistic ideas to spread or Communistic principles to be carried out in 
this country. I would be opposed to Communistic principles being 
preached in this country at an 3 ’^ time ; but I am much more opposed to 
their being introduced at this iuncture when we are on the eve of a great 
change. A Commission has been apiiointed in order to report to Parlia¬ 
ment what changes shall be introduced. The Peoples’ Party in the 
country have on their own side agreed to a constitution ivliich, in spite 
of the evil prognostications and to some extent the misrepresentations of 
Mr. Siiali Nawaz, has been accepted bj’’ the bulk of Muslim public opinion 
and bj^ the bulk of the Hindu community. If my friend had said that 
there are some Mnssalman gentlemen who have not accepted the constitu¬ 
tion adoiited at Lucknow, I would have had no quarrel with him. But 
he cannot overlook facts, the hard facts, that a number of very respect¬ 
able and representative Mussalman gentlemen took part in the Confer¬ 
ence at Luelcnow and put their seals to the resolutions arrived at there. 

(At this stage numerous interruptions were made by Mr. Shah Nawaz 
and other hlemhers.) 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

Pandit Madan Mokan Malaviya : Sir, I hope to live to see the great 
hulk of the Muslim population of this country support the conclusions 
of tlie All-Parties Conference. But I will leave it at that here ; we shall 
discuss it at some other time. I have no quarrel with any Member who 
says that there is a body of Mussalman opinion which has not subscribed 
to those conclusions. But for my friend Mr. Shah Nawaz to say that 
the entire Mussalman opinion is opposed to it is not correct, as he will readily 
admit. Nov^, Sir, I submit that when the Nehru Committee has submitted 
a report and has prepared a constil ution Avliieb, after the deliberations at the 
Lucknow Conference, has been accepted hj?^ the bulk of the Indian public 
opinion: when we are preparing to carry on a great nation-wide agitation to 
see that that Committee’s report and that Conference’s resolutions are 
accepted in toto the Parliament of England : when we expect two 
years’ hence to see the transference of power, not the overthrow of the 
Government, from persons now ruling in tliis country to the representa¬ 
tives of the people elected by them ; when we are preparing to earrj^ on 
an agitation all over the land to see that every man and woman expresses 
his or her adherence to those resolutions and makes his or her contribution 
to the result we desire ; Avhen we want all that, I do not want that the 
difficult path of our work should he impeded hj^ new obstacles created 
by men who come from outside to preach Communistic doctrines in India. 
The time has come when eveiy iota of our energy, when evei’y particle 
• of onr thought has to he devoted to establish to the satisfaction of every 
reasonable man that India shall not be bappy if it does not get full 
responsible Government in 1930. We have got that great task before 
L120LA E 
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ns To some it mav sound a ndld proposition. I hope to live to see it 
realised For that reason I am most anxiou.s that no ontsiclers no 
foreif^ners possessed by those Comninnistic ideas Should come into tlus 
country and stand in the way of our worli. Particularly for that reason 
I want that every legitimate effort should be made to keep out these men. 
We also know that our country is in a very unfortunate position. _.ii- 
dustrially it is in the most regrettable position and tne fault of it does 
not lie upon the people or upon the Bolshevil^s or Communists who have 
come here. We have heard of Communists coming only during the last 
two years ; we have heard how one of them wms imprisoned because he 
travelled under a false passport and how two of them were unable to 
make any impression. We can afford to let them stand alone, we can 
afford to leave them alone ; but we have to provide against these doctrines 
being preached among our people by our own'^ men. What is the be^ 
way to do it ? The Government say they want to shut out .a feiv Britishers 
from coming into India. You have read the answer which the Moscow 
Conference has given. My friend Mr. Neogy read a portion of the report 
of that Conference and somebody demanded that he sliould read the rest. 

I will read the rest. The Communists have said : 

“ It ivns necessary to give up the idea of the European playing a direct part in 

any India Ke“on'or o% anylseful work by an S InS- 

hecause Indians mistrusted whites even, if Communists. The. Communist Inteina 
tioual must therefore handle tlie now independent Indian Commumst Party through 
natives. ’' 

And they go on to say ; 

mi i 1 j hitherto not realised that India is not an industrial 

Tbe ogente had ^ tj. Therefore it was possible to overthrow British 

but pnumrj],! an agricultural Gentry, i ® phaian revolution must be an 

tlomiuion only by stirring up the Indian count js , Tnohilisation of the 

aguarian levolution and one of the most immediate tasks is the mobilisation of the 

Indian peasants 

Thatk the wk tehieh they have eut out for themeelves. We =^"5 

the factory men that they might approach ; what is the number o 
factory men " That does not count when compared to the vast m^s of 
thraiicultural community. The Commumsts mil direct their eftorts, 
arthev if they can do so, if we shall not he able to put our heads 
to-rether and to adopt the right means to stop those efforts, they will 
work among Indian agriculturists through Indian brains, Indian tongues 
and Indian hands. That is the problem that is before us ; but let me 
say that the revolution that you are so much afraid of wiH be brought 
about not by the cleverness or the capacity of these Communists but by 
the failure of the Indian Government to rise to the occasion, to do what 
the occasion demands. A great writer has said that ‘ a revolution is 
ultimately never the fault of the people, hut of the injustice and incapacity 
of the government and I say that if a revolution takes pilaces in peaceful 
India, which follows the ancient religions which teach us not to shed a 
drop of blood where it can be prevented," if a revolution does take place 
in India, it will be the fault of the British Government, of the injustice 
and incapacity of the British Government. How have these Communists 
been able to find any place in India to work in ? What is it that gave 
strikes i Can anybody having any regard for truth say that 

vbe these Communists ? Can anybody forget 

IS Government in passing that cursed Act by which the 18d^ 
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ratio was established in India ? Gan anybody forget the amount of'^nisery 
that it has inflicted upon the people ? You talk of strikes. Did not Sir 
Basil Blackett appearing before the CuiTency Commission predict that . 
there would be strikes in India if you depreciated the rupee, as they 
intended to do ? Did not Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas predict that 
there would be strikes in India, if you gave a 12i per cent, advantage to 
the foreigners to compete Avith Indian industrialists ? Did not other 
people predict that that would be one of the results ? \Vhom can you 
blame for the present situation when you yourself gave an advantage of 
12J per cent, to foreigners to compete with the industrialists in thi.« 
country' ? You are surprised that there should be strikes ? It is very, 
veiy sad—^it is incomprehensible—that you should really be so. The 
agriculturists are losing 30 to 40 crores everjf year as the result of^ that 
cui'sed legislation. Let anj’body deny that if he dare to and if the 
xigricullurists are put in that horrible position in which the value of all 
tiieir silver possessions has been so ui\ 3 uslly lowered, so ruthlessly cut 
down, who is to blame if there is unrc.st among them, the Communists 
or the Government of India ? It is the Government of India who will 
be responsible before God and man for any revolution that will be brought 
about ill this country. You talk about the strikes, about the unrest that 
has been going on. There have been some strikes, but they have not been 
as manv as might have been expected. 1 do not love strikes, I hate them, 

I do not want ans'^ of these industrial matters to be fought out on that 
basis. I want them to be settled by arbitration and mutual fairness. 
AVhenever there has been an opportunity for Jye to do so, I have a^ays 
endeavoured to help to settle such disputes amicably. But I submit that 
it is wrong and unjust, it is unreasonable and unsound to say that these 
strikes have been the result, the appreciable result, of Cominumstie 
teachings. It is yon, the Government, who created the situation and then 
they cfme in They were out for it &nd seized the opportunity and 
S to bamboozle sUe of our workers I grant that 
to delay the settlement. I did not meet any of tliem—the Biitish Lorn 
when I visited Bombay, although I was asked to do so because 
I wanted the trouble to be settled between onr own industrialists and 
labourers I admit that the presence of some of these Commumsts has 
terthfresilt of Wonging the agoay ol the * ta. But the m«n 
reason is patent to anj^' man who cares to see with his ejes. re 
Reason is that you passed legislation by which it has hocome 
for the industrialist in this country to compete with the foreigne . 
k the result « So many Bombay mills have been closed doAvn for so 

many months 'and yet the mills that are working in India do not And a 
? mourns an ^ Sassoon to deny that, ask 

tneie, uu -Romhav mills are so large in number, I think tnej 

‘h“ been Teprted oj .he power to do so, 

L120LA 
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It is due to that that Communism vill grov; in India. Gommimistic 
doctrines have been in circulation for a iong time. am noi e i 
OTiirn. but you can take my morel for il that I have not the fam^ 
svmnathv mith these doctrines. I do not Hire their spread in this country. 
But thev will .spread, they have .spread and are spreading. They will 
spread ^ven if this legislation is passed. The Government will no, he 
able to stop their spreading. The only thing that will stop the spreading 
of Communisti.! doctrines in this country is the doing of justice to the 
people of India. Deal witli the people of India a.s you deal with vour 
fellowmen, of your own race. oil have failed to do justice to Tncnans. 
You have had a long innings, you have been tried and found wanting. 
Transfer the power which you enjoy to the hands which can reasonably, 
naturally and rightly be expected to promote the interests both of the 
labourer and the^ capitalist. What is the evidence that we can give to 
snuport this deraaiicl ? Look at the h.chrii report. What does it say = 
It provides that the interest of the labourer and the peasant shall he dulv 
safeguarded, that there shaC he legislation to promote their inteve.sts, to 
see that they should get proper wage.s, that their welfare should he jiro- 
perly looked after. That is one of the cardinal points in the constilntion 
adopted by us. The same clause says that the fixity and permanence of 
tenure shall be secured to them. At the same time there is a fourth 
clause which says that the rights and titles to private propeity are hereby 
guaranteed. That is the constitution which we have framed to safeguard 
and to promote the interests of all classes of the people. But the Govern¬ 
ment have failed to bring about happy relations between labourers and 
capitalists. They have failed to improve the condition of the agricul¬ 
turists to the extent they should have done. I have told you what _my 
attitude is towards Communism. ■ But there is one aspect of Communism 
which is part of my religion and that is that I desire froiji the bottom 
of my heart to see the condition of the agriculturists improved. I think 
the condition of the agriculturists in the greater part of the eounti'y is 
a matter for shame to the Government which has ruled over thi.s eountiy 
for such a long time. I thinli the conditions of the labourers also .should he 
much improved in most places in India. I have visited several indus¬ 
trial centres in India, I liave vi.sited several 2 >laces wlmre a large number 
of workers is daily working in mills or factories, and I regret to say 
that the condition of the workers is in many places pitiable and requires 
much improving. The Indian millonmers are not such a had lot as they 
have been represented to be. They are human, they are patriotic, some 
. of them are shortsighted, but all of them are not. In several jilaces 
much has been done to improve the condition of labour. I have seen the 
Tatas’ works at Jamshediiur and I have also seen several other mills 
which I will not mention here. I have seen what good arrangements 
Lave been made in those mills for the welfare of the labourers. I do not 
rlf^-no ^ quite satisfied with them. I want something more to be 
the i ^ every labourer should have tile chance, should have 

implumod TTheight of the stature which God has 

life. Thai should have his proper share-of the amenities of 

We have; improve the lot of labourers in this country. 

desire to improve the^ ^ pointed out the -way in wiiieh 

^m-ernment tread alon» thflabourers and peasants. Let the 
along the path emphasised by us with a view satisfac- 
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.^•iv 1 .. '*1 ^^1 - I'W-'. I'iaiit of Comnn[ni:>m which you 

+L^ . alreacty been implanted in tliis country cannot be stopped by 

t le jn-oposed legislation. No, Sir, it cannot be. I therefore ask the 
Government to consider what is the right course for it to adopt. We are 
Milling to help the Government in checking the spread of Communism. 
Go Jar as this side of the House is concerned, I say that it has sufficiently 
indicated that it does not want to encourage the spread of Communism 
or Communistic doctrine.s in tliis country. The great objection to this 
Bill is. in tlip first place, that it is unnecessary and. in the second place, 
that il is objectionable It is open to grave objection in the first place 
because its scope is very wide, more exieusive than it should be, and in 
llie .second place because it violates the very first principle of justice, of 
the right of a man to defend himself, in that it refuses to a man the 
fundamental liberty of defending himself against any action that may he 
brought against him. Those are the two most important ohjections to 
tlio Bill, which require to be eon.sidei'ed. Mj' Honourable friend Sir 
Bimpendra Nath Mitra was' wrong when he said that he pleaded for the 
principle of tlie Bill and so also was my Honourable friend Mr. Pazal 
Iliraliim I?ahimtuIIali. They both forget that the principle of the Bill 
is not that the Bolshevists or the Communists shall be kept out of India. 
That is its object. The principle of the Bill is that a man shall be told 
to remoA'e himself from tlie country by a mere executive order, without 
trial, without being given an opportunitj' to defend himself against the 
charges brought against him. That is what has entered like steel in the 
hearts of those who sit on this side of the House. AVe are not friends 


-of Communists, we are friends of libertj'. AVe are defenders of the rights 
of all human being.s. AA^e plead that if any of onr fellowmen is con¬ 
sidered dangerous to this country and if the Government think that he 
should leave the country, let him at least have an opportunity to have 
his say on the matter. I do not say you are wicked. You are human. 
You are liable to err as all of us are. You have erred in the past and 
tliai is the justification why some of us, your critias, saj^ that you should 
not be entrusted with this further extraordinary power. AVe recognise 


that so long as you are governing the countr,y you must have some power 
to deal M-ith a menacing situation. We are udlling to give you the power 
to send sueli a man oul of the country in a judicial way. But what is 
me power jmu-want ? Yon want pouer to ask a man who belongs to a 
Communistic body to leave the country by a mere executive order, with¬ 
out girdng him an opportunity of saying a word in his defence. You 
want that power and we are ‘unwilling to give you that power. Why 
should you insist that you should have the power to proceed against a 
man in the manner suggested in your Bill ? AA^hy will you not let that 
man have notice of the charges brought against him and give him an 
opportunity to defend himself ? What will yon lose by allowing him 
such an opportunity ? According to your own statement, there has been 
Communistic propaganda going on in this country for the last trvo years. 
You have waited so long. You have not taken action against the Com¬ 
munists. AA'hy can you not brook a little further delay in asking the 
man to remove himself from this count ry ? What evil consequences 
would follow if you allow an opportunity to the man whom you rvant 
to quit the country, to put in his defence before a court of law ? 
J have told you that they would not have had this Bombay strike if it 
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■^^ere not for the very ngly legislation which you passed. I have told 
you that hut for that the Communists would probably not have had any 
chance of coming and creating trouble in Bombay. But you want those' 
men to be deported without giving them an opportunity to be heard. This 
is what we object to. 

The ' Honourable Sir George Rainy who always makes 
the most conciliatory of speeches tried his best to put the best 
aspect he could upon your ijroposals ; and I do not think it \vas his fault 
that he failed to do so. Sir George Rainy urged that Communist doctrines 
are dangerous. I agree. I grant it. We are at once with him there. 
He urged that the Government .should be entrusted with power to keep 
out Communists or to send them out. I agree. But when he came to 
Ucal with the most vital issue of all, he said, “ You wmnt Government to 
place the evidence that it has before you ; Government cannot do so 
fie said that if the evidence were sufficient to justify a prosecution the 
Government would resort to prosecution. That is quite right. But he 
said there may be cases wbei*e thougb tire evidence is not sufficient to 
justify prosecution in a court of law', yet the Government may be 
morallj'- satisfied that the man is an undesirable man and should he 
removed Well, is there no legal W'ay in w'bieh you can deal with such 
a man ? In 1908 the Government passed a special legislation ; we did 
not like it, hut, it passed it as special legislation. That Avas Act XIV 
of 1908. In that Act it Avas provided that in certain eases Avhich Avere 
mentioned in the Schedule, there should be a trial before three Judges 
of the High Court, constituting a special tribunal. Can you not suffi¬ 
ciently trust three Judges of the High Court, to put your case before them 
and to gh’e the accused an opportunity to he defended before them by 
his laAvyer ? You took that course in 1908. This is 1928. During these 
20 years ha\'e you groAvn AA'iser, or do you want to show that you have 
groAA'tL worse ? Why can you not resort to the procedure provided in 
nat Act ? '^hy should not an opportunity be given to these men, the 
auAocates of Communist ideas, to defend themselves ? We are not 
partisans of these men._ We are not men rvho wish to encourage them, 
but we Avant to deM fairly by them as Ave should hope to be dSilt wnth 
fairly by others. We are all human. You are human, Ave are human 
iney are human. We are likely to err sometimes. Therefore Ave wmnt to 
give eveiy accused person an opportunity to have himself defended. I 
want to knoAV from the Honourable the Home Member, and I want to 
Honourable Members on the Government Benches, what 
to the course T suggest ? Is it that it wdU 
Iriok ‘ proceedings will he short. There will not he three 

made vuUkt proceedings tb be 

You can you ean have the proceedings in camera if you like. 

ciple of ihe Bm has'bp'^f ^ Committee when the prin- 

tho-principle of the Bill ’^ot agree to 

ior a Select Committ^ ' us to support the motion 

\^the second reXg LiCommittee. .This 
discussed and settled That nriuh Pnnciple of the measure must he 
pot be siver. an opportunity to t^at a man shall 

be 

Can anybody 


-ot oe given an opportunity r present is 

^’^nbout a tLi himself and 


tliat it 
iVovisc to 


atrial. That is pimseit and that he shall 

so That is tnl « • P^'b^aiple of the Bill, 
eoiunut Itself to that prfnciplP 

P ^cipie. Never ean I commit myself to. 
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I hat principle. We have protested against the exercise of exceptioi^ 
powers by the executive time and again. We recognise that there may be 
oeeasions, as my Honourable friend Pandit Motilal Nehru said, there may 
be occasions such as in a time of war or in other exceptional circum¬ 
stances, when exceptional powers may bo given to the executive Gov¬ 
ernment for a shox't time. We admit that there may be such occasions, 
bat we are not satisfied that this is such an occasion. We are not satis¬ 
fied why is it necessary that the Government should not give these men 
a hearing, why should it not place these men before three High Court 
Judges and have the evidence against them sifted by them. 

hlueh has been made of the letter of Mr. M. N. Roy. I cannot talvc 
it upon mj'self to say whether that was a genuine letter or not. But there 
is that telegram which was read out by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta to-day which 
has to be taken into account. In the face of that telegram it is not safe 
to say that Mi*. Roy was the writer of that letter. He may or may not be. 

! do'not sav anv more about it. Mj* point is this : tbe Honourable the 
Home Member said that there were initials in the body of the letter and 
those initials were found to correspond with those wliich were m the hana- 
writino- of M. N. Roy. Ho we not know pf cases in ivhieh Judges have 
held that to convict a man upon a mere similarity of handwriting is a most 
dangerous procedure ? Ho we not remember that notorious case in Prance 
in which a man was wrongly convicted on the ground of similarity of 
bandwriting and was eventuaRy acquitted ? Ho we not remember the 
Parnell letters and all that sort of thing ? I submit that it is unsafe to 
convict a man merely on a comparison of some initials made on a piece of 
paper I have said before that we are at one with the Government m 
desirin<» and willing to give Government every assistance, legitimate and 
lawfurassistanee, to shut out the kind of Communistic activities indicated 
in clause 2 (a) of the Bill. I am not for penalising every expression of 
opinion even in favour of Communism. The principle of Conimumsm is 
very wide. You have had in your own history the Peasants R^olt. You 
remember the cry then raised-" When Adam delved and Eve span, 

who was then a gentleman ? 

You have had these principles taught, inculcated and discussed m 
every country. Where there is suffering, where there is a ^ 

wprcslon, Sese priBciples are bound to rise up m tie boatto of people 

fk ba'rt^aof «o‘is£ ?fTb“rtu«s 

" "■Whoever directly or in^roetiy or^thVdholition^od allforms of 

jfA; s;rr*oSS;=tfr££ s o, «.e .s.as.i.a«.« 

;?tSro:“i ..itb 

urentrvHh a ™ jXtween differeut olasaos of His 

£St% oVbtS bfdoSot^^d provision sbouid bo nrado to ^vo 

explain. As ny friend, Mv JayAar and “J/ But 

rhoro'’! A 
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Rainy referred. You can shut a man out by your passport regulations, 
and I suppose you do so whenever you can. It is onlj^ when you fail to 
do so, and when such a man comes into India, that you want po'^'er to 
deal with him. You have that power. Give him notice and an opportuliily 
to defend himself and to put his case before three Judges ; and if the 
verdict goes against him, ask him to leave. You do not want to have a 
special ll,w for that. The ordinary law permits you to try the man, to 
put him on his trial. If a ease is proved against him, you maj^ instead 
of keeping him in jail tell him that by the leave of the court, he has the 
option of leaving this country, and let him go out clean. The existing law 
does give you an opportunitj’- of dealing with him in this manner. 


Then I said the extent of the Bill is too wide. I have heard in this 
debate less said about the evils which are apprehended from the preach¬ 
ing of the doetrtne of Commvzijsiu, and of advocating the orei-tJn'ow by 
force or violence of the government established by law in India, and more 
about the evil influence that these Communists have produced upon 
labourers. My'friend, Mr. Gavin-Jones, talked of the unrest Avhich he 
noticed in Cawnpore and of what he saw in Caleutla. Lillooah and other 
places. I submit that it is a wrong thing to connect the two in this manner. 
You surely do not want to .shut out by this legislation discussions Avhich 
are calculated to improve the conditions of labour. You have gone too 
far in the Bill. As it stands noAv it will prevent a great deal of agitation 
which is meant and directed to improA'e the Avelfare of tlie labouring classes 
or the agriculturists. The clause 2 (b) should certainly not find a place 
in this Bill. ^ I cannot see any reason why it should. You haA’e to deal 
with industrial and agrarian disputes by proper measures, by the right 
kind and type of measure ; a measure Avhich Avould bring in arbitration and 
a spirit of faumess on both sides to help both capitalists and labourers. 
Sir. I deplore industrial strikes in this country. Unfortunately we have 
been made an infant nation in industry. Other people Avho are well estab¬ 
lished can well afford to compete Avith us and break us doAvn. At this 
juncture to foment trouble or to create disputes betAveen the labourer.s 
and capitalists Avould mean a great disservice to the country. There must 
be proper measures adopted to prevent this, and I submit' that Avhen the 
GoA’^ernment will think of adopting proiier measures and Avill find time to 
do .so these strikes will become a thing of the past, and certainly even 

fore, that the Government should revicAv their po.sition. In the first place 
and IS extremely objectionable because its principle is obnoxious 

a cannot see their Avay to agree to the principle Ave have 

fs ntcetshT'foi'a withdraw the mea.sure. If th^- feef that there 

short!? w'mf fh measure to enable them to deal more .swiftly and 

IX • B ^ 2 («), let them d^ft a 

it bring 

if they want to"proceed Avflh thi'Eni ? caimot brook delay, and 

the principle of tlie BilT ^bem agree to modifi- 

acciiLd p rsou Sha; be ^iven .n *bem agree that an 

a aPoeial Tidbimal of tlirt HiS beard by 

fended by a lawjmr. I ventur^X^n the right to be de- 

• principle I make this offer to the ^b® House aauU agree to this 

Government will uHLini I am certain that if the 

principle that there should be opportunitv 
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for defence gii’en to a man, however humble he may be,—you give an 
opportunity for defence to a murderer, you give an opportunity for 
defence to a man who has set fire to a large mohalla, you give an oppor¬ 
tunity for defence to every kind of criminal—why ’ 
it to tlie persons you have in view ? "■ 
objection to this 


- should ymu not give 

If y’-ou will agree to this, the strongest 
vujvrvit Lu m-i.j measure Avill vanish. Wliy should you refuse an 
opportunity to a man to defend himself and to prove that he has not 
directly or indirectly advocated the overthroiv by^ force of the go^«ernment 
establi.slied in India ? He is after all a iiolitical criminal. Why will ymn 
not give liiin an oiiportunity to defend himself ? I ask the Government 
to answer. If they can make up their minds even now to agree to the 
principle that there shall he provision made in this Bill for defence, that 
will remove one of the great difficulties in our path, and if they will also 
agree to limit it.s scope, certainly our way to .support the Bill will be clear. 
When 1 talked to my friend Sir Victor Sassoon and expressed my -willing¬ 
ness to agree to the proposal that the Bill should go to a Select Committee, 

T mentioned to him some of the vital points I have stated now, and I 
particularly said that I could not agree to the Executive Government being 
given power to remove a man uuthout gi-^dng him an opportunity to 
defend himself. I was told tliat in the Select Committee the question ot 
a review being provided for might be considered. As I .said then, I repeat 
it now. If ymu have a man condemned by an executive order, and then 
<rh’e him a chance of having his case reviewed, you have prejudiced his 
uase and you have not given him a fair chance to defend himself. Give 
him’a chance in the drst in.s'tancc. You will then take greater care to see 
that you do not touch a wrong man. If you will take care .to catch the 
Tight* man, von will probably be able to succeed in every one oi the cases 
that vou will put forward, so that the danger of Communism ^ylll be shut 
out and the injustice of dealing with a fellow-man without giving him an 
opportunity’’ to defend himself will also be shut out. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : Mr. Premdeut 
this has been a very prolonged and exhaustive debate and ^ 
with the utmo.st interest to the speeches which have been made. But the 
debate has been .so prolonged and so exhaustive that it is impossible foi 
me at tliis late liour of the day to attempt to deal with it in any gieat 
li i attempted to do eo I dmuld treepate too 'aj'/' X“J,et 
Inrhilo'PTK'e of the House. I therefore propose to limit myseL to the most 
important of the points which have emerged during the 
0 r- course of the debate. In spite of the very close examma- 

winoh has been given both to the justification which I alleged tor 
! ™ end to iteprovMons, and in spite also of the great eloquence 

ordenuueteSon rSieh has been expended upon it, I still 

Pseeutiols of mv main position have not yet been controverted, Inde.d, 
the ® th speeches of many Honourable Members oppo- 

he eloquent si eeeh which we have just heard from Pandit 
SriMa?. Malavla, a gU deal of the ground on which I base my 
case has been substantially admitted. (Applause.) 

AT ctiv T venture to recapitulate very briefly what the fuiidainen a 
1 ■ Mse is it is this,' There is in being a very powerfu pro- 

‘’pTtl nrS?taco:Sa«bEiwX.%ut 'SLrttorto“tTe “ntfian« 
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< 2 ertain methods and expedients which I have already explained House 

and Tvhieh I do not propose to recapitulate again in detail. Thirdly,'that 
organisation and its agencies are at ivork in India preparing, practising 
and propagating the doctrines and pursuing the activities which are 
directed towards the end which I have explained. That position, I say,_ 
Sir, has not in anj" particular been shalcen by the arguments of Honourable 
Members opposite, and so long as that position remains unshaken, I 
venture to sa}' that the House should reflect very carefully before, on 
considerations of what in relation to the main proposition are compara¬ 
tively subsidiary matters, they refuse to give their assent to this measure. 
Well, Sir, my coniention is that if the conditions to which I referred 
more fully in my opening speech do exist—and I contend that they do— 
the next question is, what measures should be" taken to deal with them. 
Perhaps, the first question is whether any measure should be taken to 
deal with them, but I venture to say that the answer to the question 
must very obviously be in the affirmative. The question then is, wdiat kind 
of measure should be taken to deal with these dangers and their graver 
potentialities. I have been told that the existing law should be employed. 
1 have received suggestions—I might almost say encouragement—^from 
Honourable Members opposite to resort to measures which have been for 
many years past exposed to vehement denunciation from Honourable 
Members sitting on those Benches. How’ever that may be. my main 
answer to that argument is simply this, that those laws \vhich are already 
on the Statute-book are inadequate lo assist ns in carrying out the 
object which is proposed in this Bill. The object proposed in the BiU is 
to remove from the Indian polity and society certain dangerous and dis¬ 
turbing elements and not retain them in its midst. And that is the 
most essential, the^ most important, and the most cogent argument in 
lavour of this particular measure. (Cheers.) 

eonvfetfo^^? Malaviya : Cannot they be removed after 


The Honourable Mr. :J. Orerar : It has been argued that powers of 
summary removal do not exist in the legislation of other Stated or 
countries, and indeed, I think the Honourable and learned LeadS S 

by the^ Wt?rvexercisable 
cLveyed to me^the^ml m England conv^ved the impression—at least it 
has powers onlv ® ^^^retary of State in England 

deport alipTi's •. J of course, that it is only power to 

cases in which the persnuQ ^ powers to deport in certain. 

English or by a foreign eo^^eted either by an 

correctly recited two of the catoo-n • ’ Honourable and learned Pandit 
tary of State can JaS action of persons against whom the Secre- 

rtis. The Secretary’ of SaS ^ category and it is 

correctly expounded expulsion order, firstly, and 

deems it to he cTud? learned Pandit, 

anv on a’ 4 - against an alien ^o make a 

'^^odition. As regards this be made subject to 

P n ar category of persons against 
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■whom tlie Secretary of State is empowered to take action, the following' 
has been held by a court of law, the Court of King’s Bench 

legards (3), in acting under the article, the Secretary of State is not a 
judicial but is tin executive officer and is therefore not bound to hold an inquiry or 
give the person against ivhoni he proposes to make a deportation order the opportunity 
of being heard. The matter is one for the Judgment and discretion of the Secretary 
of State and not for the decision of the tiibnnale. It is however desirable that the 
order should state that the Home Secretaiy deems it lo be conducive to the public 
good to make the order. ’ ’ 


That, I thinli, puts a different interprei ation upon the law, but I freely 
admit that it is by no means conclusive as far as my own contention is 
concerned. It no doubt relates to aliens, and the Bill whose consideration 
1 have moved for undoubtedly deals with other categories of persons. The 
point I wish to establish is that the English law does provide for powers 
of a much more summary character than have so far been represented, 
to this House. I may also add another parallel which is likely to he 
of value, namelj', that by the law of the Australian Commonwealth similar 
])Owei’s are given to the executive lo expel peivsons, who need not be alier^, 
engaged in activities of the same general character as those laid down in 


the present Bill. 

It has further been objected that all the ingredients of the present 
Bill are already contained in the criminal law and that therefore the 
present Bill is .superfluous. That entirely misses the whole point of my 
proposal. The object of tliis Bill is mainly of a preventive character. 
Li is to prevent certain activities and to take measures against the evil 
results which those activities might produce. Now, the Indian Penal 
Code is a punitive measure. It can only be put in force after the^ crime 
]ia.s been committed. I want not only to prevent the commis^on of 
crimes but to raise obstacles against the activities which are likely to 
lead to the commission of crimes on a large scale and to general disorder. 
Secondlv, I urge that that objection really indicates a misconception of 
ihe purposes and objects of the Bill. I regret very much that one 
Honourable klember charged us with dishone.sty in promoting this 
measure. My reply to that is this. If Government after foming the 
appreciation of the position and of the condition of affairs wfliieh they 
have laid before the House as a justification for this 

no action and had not sought the powers .ff 
llien they might more truly liave been charged with dishonest} The Honou 
able Pandit Madan klohan Malaviya, in the .speech which I have 
described, and I have no doubt the House will agree with me m this, 
as an extremely able and eloquent one, seemed to me in a very candi 
and lucid way\o admit most of the premises on which the justification 
for this Bill is based. Indeed I should have supposed that the argument 
Set ftfHonom-able Pandit ,u-ged uitl. W, aaual whemanee and ™th 
led him to support the motion for the reference of _ this Bill a belect 
Committee The distinction which he drew was in my opinion, if I 
m^ vlntme to say so. not a sound one. In order to establish the posi¬ 
tion that he wms not in favour of a reference to the Select Committee 

IralleJed that the real principle of this Bill was the absence of trial, 
he alleged tnat t i i ^jnciple of this Bill is deportation for 

in SIS' activities. That is the principle. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya ; That is the object of the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I shall be perfectly ready to consider 
in sLct Committee some of the objections which have been raised again. , 



864 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[16th Sept. 1928, 


[Mr. J. Orerar.] 

the BiU if a motion for reference to the Select Committee is passed hy 
the House. 


Well, Sir, I do not propose to detain, the House at any leugHi. I have 
only one or Iavo comments to make on the general position. 


Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya ; Do I nnclerstand the Honourable 
the Home Member to say that he agrees to the principle of giving- accused 
per.sons an opportunity of being tried ? If the House does not agree to 
that, how can the Select Committee accept that principle ? It voidd be 
beyond its power. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I do not want to leave any misconcep¬ 
tion in the matter. What I said v-as that T Avas prepared to consider some of 
the objections that have been raised to the Bill in the Select Committee 
and I hope I may be able to accept proposals ivhich are within the scope 
and objects of the Bill and which are compatible with its efficacy. 


Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : I am sure that the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber Avill see that a vague statement like that cannot solve this problem 
wliich is before tJie House. Does the Honourable Member .speaking on 
behalf of the Goi^ernment agree that the Bill shall embod}’’ provisions to 
ensure the right of defence before a proper tribunal to the penson ivho 
may bo accused ? That is the question 1 ask. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No, Sir, I am not prepared to admit 
that. The Honourable l\Iember spoke of a trial by a tribunal of three High 
■Court Judges. Sir, a trial of that kind would not be compatible with the 
object and purposes of this Bill, (Hear, hear ) and I do not ivant to lay 
I'jyself open to any charge of misconception on that point. I was about 
■to observe iliat the Honourable and learned gentleman from Bombay, 
Mr. Jayakar, said that he would be prepared to grant these powers to a 
Swaraj Government. There is no doubt a very important reservation 
made in that statement ; but there are also inherent in it two or three 
important admissions. The first is that there is a justification cor a 
measure of this kind, and tlie second is that the character of the expedi- 
ents proposed m this Bill are such as, in the hypothesis stated, the llonour- 
able Member ivoulc? be prepared to concede. (Applause.) That is tivo- 
thirds at any rate of my case. Sir. (Applan.se.) 

In conclusion, Mr. President. 

able A? Thal^das : I do not wmnt to interrupt the Honour- 

intentioS^S * j' Honourable Member to make clear the 

CoSS.Zem S k of engaged in the epread ol 

. ihat IS one of tlie points ivhich ivei'e raised by me. 

?nrSam'S,??SSa/i ‘o the point iaieed by Sir 

ing the position very clo^elv f Government are observ- 

vonsider necessary. ‘ ^ siieli action as they 

An Hoiiotir£i,bi6 MembeT’ ■ j 

The Honourable Mr J fr 

made *^an I think anv is made responsible for 

responsible for every W oilier codntry. It is 

occurs, It is expected to do a great 
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deal more not merely in the general^'' accepted spheres of Government 
administration hut in almost every department of the life of the people, 
than Governments in other countrie.s are expected to do. But the position 
which I have attempted to place before the House is one in which it is 
manifest that Government, even if these iioivers be granted to them, cannot 
be successful alone ; it is eminently a ease in which, if we are to be suc¬ 
cessful in expelling from India and keeping out from India these danger¬ 
ous and de.structive elements, there ought-to be collaboration and co- 
ci^eration by exerj citizen of the countiy, and I strongly urge bj’- this 
Legislature also. (Loud Applause.) 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : May I ask the Honourable Member 
one simple question ? In his opening speech he made much about the first 
item in the ]n’ogramme of the Communists, being a demolition of religion 
and culture, and as he made much of it, may I ask the Honourable the 
Home Member whether in this Bill which he has placed before this House 
or iji the Statement of Objects and Reasons there is a single provision 
made against those Communists who may come here and make the first 
item in their programme the demolition of religion and culture Are 
you going to leave them alone until they begin the assassination of 
public officials, or tvill you deport them the moment they begin the work 
of destruction of onr religion and culture, Hindu and Islamic ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar: I understand the Honourable Member 
to suggest that the Bill is not sufficiently comprehensive. If that is his 
view, I .should be perfectly prepared to consider any suggestions in the 
Select Committee. (Loud Applause. Irouical cheers from some Mem¬ 
bers on non-official Benches.) 


Mr. President : The original motion was : 

“ Tluit the Bill to rrovido for the removal from British India in certain cases 
of persons not being Indian British subjects or subjects of States in India be taken into 
consideration.' ’ 

Since which the following two amendments have been moved : 


1 “ 'I’h'it the Bill be referred to a Select ComiTiittee consisting of Mr. Fazal 

Ibrahim BaSrtuha, Sir Victor Sassoon, Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Mr. S. Sr.mvasa 
Ir eni- !• S lionouiablc the Ho.ne Men.ber and the Mover, vith to report 

SitlAi three days, and that the number of members whose presence shall be neeessarj to 
constitute a meeting of* the Committee shall be four. 

2. ‘ ‘ That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon. 


The question is : 

“ That that last amendment be made.” 


The Assembly divided : 

(While the Division was proceeding.) 

Mr. President ; Order, order. Does the Honom-.ble Mcnber from 
Burma wish to vote ? 

U Hla Tun Pru (Burma : Non-European) : No, Sir. 

Mr. President : No Honourable Member should go near and harass 

‘him. 

(After a fetv more minuteu.; 
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Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member from Burma 
should be left alone. 

AYES—.59. 


Abcloola Haroon, Haji. 

Abdul Matin Chaudlmry, Maulvi. 
Aiyangar, Mr. 0. Duraiswamy. 

Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyaugar, Mr. K. V. Baugaswami. 
Ayj'angar, Mr. M. S. Sesha. 
Badi-uz-Zaman, Maulvi. 

Belvi, Mr. D. V. 

Bliargav.a, Pandit Thakur Daa. 

©irla, Mr. Gansliyam Das. 

Chetty, Mr. K. K. Shanmukham. 
Cliunder, Mr. Nirmal Cliunder. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakautlia. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Matli. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 

Farookhi, lilr. Abdnl Latif Saheto. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Hemchand. 

JsniaxJ Khan, Mr. 
lan-ar Sar.an, iViunshi. 

Iyengar, Mi. S. Srinivasa. 

Jayakar, Mr. M. R. 

Jogiah, Ml". VaraUagiri Veukate.. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Kartar Singh, Sardar. 

Kidwai, Mr. Eafi Ahmad. 

Kunzm, Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Cahiri Chandliiu-y, Mr. Dhircudra Kanta. 


Lajpat Rai, Lala. 

' JbaJchaJid NavaJrai, Mr, 

Malaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan. 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Munshi, Mr. J. K. 

Mnrtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Sa 3 'yid 
Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Neogj', Mr. K. C. 

Pandya, Mr. Vidya Sagar. 

Phookun, Srijut Tamn Ram. 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir. 

Eaug.a Ij^er, !Mr. C. S. 

Roj', Mr. Bhabendra Chandra. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Shafee, Maulvi IMohammad. 

Shervani, JMr. T. A. K. 

Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. 

Singh, Kumar Sananjaj'tv. 

Singh, Mr. Gaj-a Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Ram Nar.ayan. 

Siuhn, Kumar Gaugauaud. 

Sinha, Mr. Rajivnranjnn Prasad. 

Sinha, hir. Siddhoswar. 

Tok Kyi, H. 

Yusuf Imam, Mr. 


NOES—63. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 

Abdul Qaij'um, Llavi’ab Sir Sahibzada. 
Achaiya, Mr. M. K. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nasir-ud-din. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Alc.\-ander, i^lr. William. 
Anis’ar-ul-Azim, Sir. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmed, Khan Baliadur 
Nawabzada Saij.jd. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bharucha, Mr. S. M. 

Bhuto, Mr. W. W. Hlahibaksh. 

Bower, Mr E. Bl. M. 

Braj-, Sir Denys. 

Chalmers, Mr. T. A, 

Chatterjee, The Revd. J. C. 

Coalman, Mr. J 
Cocke, Mr H, G, 


Crawford, Colonel .J. D. 

&erar. The Honourable Mr. J. 

Khan 


Gavin-Jones, Mr. T. 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan Mr 
Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Lleut.-Colonel H. A. J 
Gout, Sir Hari Singh. 

•Graham, Mr. L. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 


Hira Singh, Brar, Sardar Bahadur, 
Honorarj- Captain. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Kikabhai Premohand, Mr. 

King, Mr. 0. M. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

MeWatters, The Honourable Mr. A. G. 
Mitra, The Honour.able Sir Bhupendra 
N.ath. 

Mohammad Ismail Khan Haji Chaud- 
hury. 

Moore. Mr. Arthur. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Sardar. 
Mukherjee, Air. S. C. 

Parsons, Mr, A. A. L. 

Rafique, Mr. Muhammad. 

Raghavayya Pantulu Garu, Diwau 
Bahadur T. 

Bahinitulla, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George- 
Ra,jhh, R.ao Bahadur M. C. 

Rajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Ban, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Rogers, Mr. P. 6. 

Roy, Mr, K. C. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. * 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan. 
Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

Shqh Nawaz, Mian Mohammad. 
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iShainaldhari Lall, Mr. 
Shillidy, Jlr. J. A. 
Simpson, Sir James. 

> .Singh,’ Bai Bahadur S. N. 
...i.Stewart, Mr. J, A. 
^jSulirawardy, Dr. A. 


Webb, Mr. M. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Yamin Kiian, Mr. Muhammad. 
Young, Mr. 6. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Ehan, Nawab Sir, 


'The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The first amendment was : 

“ Tliat the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr. Yazal Ibrahim 
llahimtulla. Sir Victor Sassoon, Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, 
the Honourable the Home Member and the Mover, with instructions to report mthin 
three days, ami that the immljcr of members whose presence shall be necessary to const!- 
tuic a mooting of the Committee shall be four.” 

Since which the following amendment has been moved : 

“ Thai the name of Mr. Amar Nath Dutt be added to the Committee.” 

The question I have to put is that that amendment be made. 


The Assembly divided : 


AYES—33. 


Abdul Matin Chnudhury, 'Maulvi. 

Acharja, Mr. M. K. 

Aiyangar, IMr, 0. Buraiswaray. 

Cooke, Mr. H. G. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakautha. 

Dutt, Ml. Amar Nath. 

•Dutta, Mr. SrJsli Chandra. 

Parooklii, Mr. Abdul Latif Salieb. 

Haji, Mr, Sarabhai Ncmchand. 

Hla Tun Pru, H. 

Iswar Saran, Munshi. 

Iyengar, ilr. S. Srinivasa, 

Jogiali, Mr. Varaiiagiri Venkata. 

Joshi, Mr. N. JL 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. Dhirendra Kanta. 

NOES—3. 


Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 

Munshi, Mr. J. K. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Pandya, Mr. Vidya Sagar. 

Kafique, Mr. Muhammad. 

Rahimtulla, Mr. Pazal Ibrahim. 

Hoy, Mr, Bhabendra Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. K. C. 

Hoy, Hai Bahadur Tarit Blmsau. 
Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

Sliorvani, Mr. T. A. K. 

Siiiha, Mr. Siddheswar. 

Tok Kyi, U. 


Gliuznavi, Mr. A. H. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 


Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 


The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : The question I have to put is : 

” Tiiat the name of Maulvi Muhammad ^Sliafoo be added to the names of the 
•Select Committee proposed by Sir Hari Singh Gour.” 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee : I beg to withdraw my name from the 
Se?eet Committee. 

Mr. President : Is it not mow too late for the Honoui’able Member 
-to withdraw his name ^ 
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[Mr. President.] 

The question is : 

“ Tlial the name of .Muliamiimd Shafce bo adJerl to the'’'’iimnes of tho- 

Soleet Committee proposed by Sir Hari Singh Gour. ” 


The Assembly divided : 

AY^iS 

Abtlul 2.t:itin Chaudliury, JIaulvi. 
Aiyaagar, Mr. C. Diu-ais-ivamy. 

Ayyaiigar, Mr. At. S. Sesha. 
B.adi-uz-Z.nman, Maulvi. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Xilakantha. 

Dutt. ilr. Amar Math. 

Dutta, Mr. Srisli Oliaiidra. 

Parookiii, Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb. 

Ilftji, 2Fr. Sarahhni Nemchsnd. 

Iswar Saran, Miinshj. 

Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa, 

.logiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 

Kartar Singh, Surdar. 

NOES 


-27. 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 
Muhatrmiad Nawaz Khan, Sardar. 
Murtuzn Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Eatique, Mr. IMuhammad. 

Shcrvani, Mr. T. A. K. 

Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. 

Sinha, Kumar Qauganaud, 

Sinha, Mr. Siddheswnr. 

Tolt ICyi, D. 

Yusuf TniPin, Mr. 

■55. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nasir-ud-din. 
Ahmed, hlr. K. 

Alexander, Mr. William. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bharuclia, Mr. S. M. 

Bhuto, Mr. W. W. Illahibaksh. 

Bower, Mr. E. H. M. 

Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Chattcrjee, The Revd. J. C. 

Ooatman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D. 

Crerar, The Honourable Mr. J. 

Dakhan, Mr. W. M. P. Ghulani Kadir 
Khan. 

Gavin-Jones, Mr. T. 

Ghaz.anfar Ali Khan, Mr. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidnoy, Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gr.aham, Mr. L. 

Hczlett, Mr. J. 

Hira Singh, Brar, Sardar Bahadur, 
Honor.'iry Captain. 

Ilia Tun Pru, U. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 

The motion was negatived, 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Maclr; 
Mr. President. I beg to witlidratv 
Committee. As the Government dO' 
oC my party, as it is nnrepresentativi 
on an unrepresentative committee. 


Kikabhai Premehand, Mr. 

King, Mr. C. M. 

Lamb, Mr. W, S. 

MetVatters, The Honourable Mr. A. O. 
ISIitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Mohammad Ismail Khan, Haji Ghdiid-' 
Jiury. 

Mukherjce. hlr. S. C. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Raghavavya Pantulu Garu, Diwaa, 
Bahadur T. 

Raiuj', The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, E-ao Bahadur M. C. 

Rau, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Rogers, IMt. P. G. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Roy, Kai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan. 

Sassoon. Sir Victor. 

Sh.ah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad. 
Sliamaldhari Lull, Mr. 

Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Simpson, Sir James. 

Singli, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Steivart, Mr. J. A. 

Suhr.iwardv, Dr. A. 

Webb, IMr.'M. 

Yamiii Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Nawab Sir. 


lS City ; Non-Muhammadan XJrbdh) : 
my name from the proposed Select' 
js not agree to the names of'’'members 
I must respectfully decline to serve 
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Mr. Abirt NatliDutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhamiaadaii Bural): 

I also beg, Sir, to decline to serve on a Committee where they will hot take 
men from our partiy. • . • ' 

Mr. “President : The Chair is not concerned with the reasons why 
Honourable Members do not wish to serve on the Select Committee ; but 
it is very inconvenient to the Chair as well as to the House if Honourable 
Members allow their names to be put on the Select Committee and then 
withdraw at the last moment. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar : I am sorry. Sir ; but the circumstances of 
this case are very peculiar. 

Mr. Jamnadas M, Mehta : Have not Honourable Members the right to 
resign T 

Mx. President : The procedure adopted by them is very inconvenient 
to the Chair and the House. The3’^ should not have agreed to serve on the 
Committee. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar ; I am sorr3% Sir. 

Mr, Amar Nath Dutt : I am really very sorrj'^, Sir, that we have 
put the Chair in such a position ; but at the same time I may be permitted 
to observe that I never thought the Treasury Benches would be so un- 
chivalrous .as not to take men from our Partj'. 

Mr. President : Kumar Ganganand Sinha, ma}’' I put your name ? 

Kumar Ganganand Sinha (Bhagalpur. Purnea and the Sonthal 
Parganas : Non-Muhammadan) ; No, Sir. 

Mr. President : Mr. Nirmal Chunder Chunder, 

Mr. Nirmal Ohunder Chunder (Calcutta : Non-Muliammadan Urban): 
No, Sir. 

Mr. President : Mr. Rajivaranjan Prasad Sinha. Does the Honour¬ 
able Member wish to serve ? 

1 

Mr. Rajivaranjan Prasad Sinha (Patna c«m Shaliabad : Non- 
Muhammadan) : I was riever asked to serve on the Select Committee. 
1 do not know how mj^ name appears there. 

Mr. President : The Chair regrets that Honourable Members put 
down names on the list of Select Committees without consulting the 
Honourable Members concerned. What explanation has Mr. Srish Chandra 
Dutta to give for including the name of this Honourable gentleman with¬ 
out consulting him ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Because lie is a Swarajist, Sir. 

Mr. Srish Chandru Dutta : I was given to understand, Sir, that he 
would be willing to serve on the Select Committee because other members 
of the Party were also there. 

Mr. Rajivaranjan Prasad Sinha : I do not belong to any party group 

in the House. 

2 

Mr. President : Did the Honourable Member consult the Member 
concerned whether he would serve on the Select Committee ? 

Mr. Srish Chandra Dutta : I did not consult him directly, Sir. 

_L120LA 



THE 


Legislative Assenjibly Debates 

(Official Report} 

Volume IV 

(17th September to 25th September 1928) 

THIRD SESSION 
of the 

THIRD LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLV 

1928 



SIMLA 

GOVERNMENT OE INDIA PRESS 
1929 
6 




Legislative Assem bly 


President: 

.^HE Honourable Mb. V. J. Patel, 

Deputy President: 

MaulVI JIuhammad Yakub, M.L.A. 

Panel of Chairmen: 

Lala Lajpat Eai, M.L.A. 

Mr. K . G. Neogy, SLL.A. 

Sir Victor Sassoon, Bart., M.L.A. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzaua Abdul Qaiyum, K.C.I,E., M.L. 

Secretary: 

!Mr. J. R. DhurandhaRj H.A., LL.B. 

Assistants of the Secretary : 

Me. G. H. F. Pereira. 

Eai Bahadur A. L. Banerjee. 

Marshal: 

Captain Suraj Singh B'ahadur, 1.0.M. 

j Committee on Public Petitions: 

•^imvi Muhajimad Yakub, M.L.A., Chairman . 
ilR. Jamnadas M. Mehta, M.L.A. 

AIr. Kv C. Neogy, M.L.A. 

Mian Abdul Have, M.L.A. 

Mian MohAaimad Shah Nawaz, M.L.A. 




L13&ISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 17tli September, 1938, 


Assembly mot in the As.sembly Chamber at Eleven of tbp Clock, 
Mr. Pmsident in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


t55D 


Moslems in the Clericax. State employed in the Offices of the Poet 

COMMISSIONEES, CHITTAGONG. 

662- *^Mr. AnWar-ul-Azim : Will Government be pleased to state 
ivhat is the total clerical cadre in the office of the Chairman, Chittagbng 
I’ort Trust, and how many of them are Moslems ? Do Government 
jiropoSe io direct that no future vacancy is offered to anybody else, till 
the Mo.slem representation reaches at least 45 per cent, of the whole 
cadre in that office ? 

The, Honourable Sir George Rainy : The total clerical cadre of.tlie 
officeS'^D-the Port Commissioners, Chittagong, is 23 of which 6 posts are 
held by Muslims. Government are informed that while the Port Com¬ 
missioners consider that increased efficiency in the work of the port should 
be their fir.st aim, they have already decided that, in order to_ bring the 
proportion of hluslims in their ministerial staff np to one-third of the 
total cadre, preference will, other things being equal, be given to quali¬ 
fied Muslim, candidates for vacancies, except those filled by promotion 
permanent staff, until the above limit i.s reached. Govemment 
do notvpropose to take any action. 

InbanitAey Boom allotted to the Militaey Despatch Section of the 

Centeal Foems Stoee. 

553 ’*Mr.':Anwar-ul-A2im : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the military despatch sectmn of the Central 

Fmmis Store is located in a low, damp, dark and highly insanitary room 
i<oims Kiiorc c+iblp hv Messrs Hurd Cook and Company and wliether 

rJ'X Go^™e&pos<= to .-emove'thJ Section to « ,™ll fenflated 

sanitary roomt' . . 

mu TTr^timirable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : Government are informed 
+ t? ^nm in fluestan is not dark, damp or insanitary. They have no 

S'o'lftte mSt aSpat'ol. section o£ the dentral Poms Store. The last 

part of the-question doe s no arise. _ - • - 

qitestions far the day 

( 8T3 ) 


JjISSLA 
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Appointment of an Officer of the Indian Civil Service as Controller of 

Printing and Stationery. 

664. ^Mr. Anwar-nl-Azim : Do Government propose to appoint a 
member of the Indian Civil Service as the Controller of Printing and 
Stationery for the more efficient administration of the Department ? Th. 
not, why not '?<' * 

, Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : There is no vacancy and 
''Government are satisfied Avith the administration of the present Control¬ 
ler ; the question therefore does not aidse, 

t555^ 


Number of Assistant Secretaries in the Government of India Secreta¬ 
riat. 

666. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Will Government be pleased to 
state the total number of Assistant Secretaries employed in the Govern¬ 
ment of India Secretariat, and hoiv many of them are Europeans, Hindus, 
Sikhs and Muslims, respectively ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : The total number, including o£6cers 
holding corresponding posts in the Hailway Board and in the office of the 
Financial Adviser, Military Finance, is 26. Of these 6 are Europeans, 
11 are Hindus, 1 is a Sikh and 2 are Muhammadans, In addition 3 
Hindus are officiating. 


Appointment of Muslims as Superintendents and Assistants in the 

OoMMEROE Department, 


667. ^Maulvi Muhammad Yakub . Will Government be pleased to 
!=tate : 

(i) the total number of Superintendents and Assistants employed 

in the Department of Commerce and how many of them are 
Muslims 1 

(ii) how many permanent and temporarj’' appointments of 

Superintendents and Assistants have been made in the Com¬ 
merce Department since 1st Januarj’- 1926 and how many 
of them haA'e been filled by Muslims ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (i) There are 3 Superintendents 

and 18 Assistants employed in the Commerce Department. One Assistant 
is a Muslim. 

(n)_The folloAving appointments have been made since 1st January 
1926 : in the grade of Superintendent one permanent appointment and 
m the grade of Assistant two permanent appointments and one temporary 
appointment. Hone has been filled by a Muslim. 


Appointment of Muslims as Superintendents and Assistants in the 

Commerce Department. 

shAt it Government be pleased to 

IS a tact that the Muslim community has a poor representation 

aia to put thi, question-^-- 
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Assistants’ grades in the Commerce Depart- 
ncit . it so, do GoAeinmcnt propose to take steps to cheek the ure- 
gnacrnncc „I other ootumuoities a„fl appoint Knalims n, tho nkwaS 

n,... Rainy : Information regar^ng the nnm 

ici of Muslims in the Superintendents’ and Assistants’ grades in tin 
Department of Commerce has been furnished in the reply just' giv.en b 3 

Of the permanent and temporary vacaneiei 
which have oecured in these grades since 1st January 1926, all have been 
liilcd by the appointment of officers already in Government service. 
In the ease of fresh recruitment, the claims of the Muhammadan com- 
nmnity will be considered. 


Appointment op Muslims as Superintendents and Assistants in the 
Department of Education, Health and Lands. ..j 

559. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Will Government be pleased to 
state ; 

(i) the total number of Superintendents and Assistants employed 
in tlie Department of Education, Health and Lands, on 1st 
Januaiy 1928 ? 

(fi) the number of Muslim Superintendents and Assistants as they 
stood on the 1st January 1926 and 1st January 1928, res¬ 
pectively ? 

(m) wJiether it is a fact that the number of Muslim Assistants hai 
considerably decreased since 1928 ? If so, do Government 
propose to make up the deficiency by appointing qualided 
Muslims as Assistants in the vacancies falling vacant in the 
future ? 


Mr. G. S. Eajpai : I lay on the table. Sir, a statement giving the 
information asked for by the Honourable Member : 


(i) Isf January 1958— 
Superintendents 
Assistants 
Clerks'' 

(«) 1st January 1926 — 

Muslim Superintendents 
’ ’ Assistants 
Clerks 

jsi J amt ary 1928— 
Muslim Superintendents 
” Assistants 
Clerks 


5 

31 

45 

Nil. 

9 

14 

Nil 

7 

12 ' 


/• VD There has been a decrease of only two Muslim Assistants and 
, looR nwiTto* fn tlie'transfer of two Assistants to semes 
'"r'SVb Go^Sontlnd 'f two clerks to the Office of the 

Sfp'JctorGcnSa^^ 
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i-' 


- -VJ- 

filled either by departmental promotion which will continue to be re¬ 
gulated‘hy.'merit, or by fresh recruitment in accordance with the policy 
of Government which already provide.s for the adoption of measures to 
ensure the'representation in due proportion of the various communities, 

Representation of Muslims in the Office of the Railway Boaee. 

560. ^Matdvi Muhammad Yakub : Will Government be pleased to 
place on the table a statement showing the number of Superintendents 
and Assistants employed in the Railway Board according to the various 
communities ? Is it a fact that the Muslim community has not been 
given proper representation in these grades ? If so, what .steps do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to take in the matter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : A statement showing the position is laid 
on the table. Promotion to these grades is made hy selection. 


Statement showing the nuniber of Superintendents and Assistants 
ployed in the Railway Board according to various communities. 

Superintendents Assistants 


Hindus .. .. 2 18 

Muslims .. .. .. 8 

Europeans and Anglo-Indians 3 6 

Indian Christians .. 1 1 

Sikh .. .. .. 1 


em- 


Retirement of the Right Honourable Srinivasa Rastri, P.C., from 

South Africa. 

561. "'Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Will Government kindly state 
when the Right Honourable Srinivasa Sastri is going to retire from 
South Africa ? 

(&) In view of liis conspicuous success, do dbverhment propose to 
request him to stay on in South Africa for another term ? . 

(c) III ease of his inability to do so, whom do Government propose 
to appoint as his successor ? 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; (a) Mr. Sastri has expressed a desire to be 
relieved of his duties in South Africa as early in 1929 as may be practic¬ 
able. 

(b) The Government of India asked him to prolong his stay in 
South Africa, hut he has expressed his inability to do so.- 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 


^ ' • Appeals of Government Servants. 

'■ Government be pleased to say it 

harred from subTniHiTfw appeals, Government servants arc dc- 

" remindei-a to the officers to whom the appeals are 


addressed 1 
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7 - ^ fact, that the Postmaster-General, Bombay, has‘recently 

(lircclcd the appellants not to send in or address reminders to the appel- 
I'Uc authoritj'? ' 7 

(c) If so, do the 3 ^ propose to take steps to liave such du'eetions ■with-’' 
dratvn ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (a) No. 

(h) and (c). Government understand that such orders -were in force 
for some time but Jiave since been cancelled. 


Recruitment of the Clerical Cadre of the General Post Office, 

Bombay. 


563. *jy[r. N. M. JosM: Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(a) The number of clerks—men and women—reerulled in the 
clerical cadre in Bomba 3 ’^ General Post Office since Jannarj^ 
1927, who liad passed neither the Matriculation nor School 
Leaving Certificate examinatiojis nor any higher examina¬ 
tion ? 

’ .“f-l (b ) Whether tlie Director-General has restricted the recruitment 
in the Post Office to the Revenue Divisions and the f^djoiu- 
ing Revenue Divisions in the case of Bomba'y and Calcutta f 

(c) Whether one of the uon-qualified recruits is a native of th(! 

Punjab ? 

(d) Whether a register of approved candidates is maintained in 

the Bombay General Post Office ? 

(c) If the reply to (d) above is in the affirmative what is the 
number on the register and the number of graduates, under- 
graduatc.s and matriculates on the register ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (®) Four men and two women. 


(5) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Tow Rates of Kit Conveyance Allowance sanctioned for Postal 
Low rates of 

664. =^!VIr. N. M. JosM : (e) Will the Government be pleased to 

(.V) similar rates that are saaetioneS for Aoaod, Broach, Ahmedatad 

and Nadm -Bombay Presidency Postal and 

(H Whether it S”LSnst the lo^ rates of kit eonreyanee 

li M. S. Association has protestea aga u 

allowance sanctioned for Baroda ? . v - ' « 

(c) If so, do Government propose to revise them eai y 
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The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) (i) and (n). One anna 

per mannd per mile, in both eases. 

(h) No such representation is traceable though representations were 
received from other bodies at a time when the rates were different. 

(c) Does not arise. 


B-estbiction op Becruitment in the Postal Department in the Presi¬ 
dency Town of Bombay to t he adjoining Revenue Divisions. 

666. -'Mr. N, M, Joshi : (a) Is it a fact that the Director-General, 

Posts and Telegraphs, has issued instructions restricting recruitment in 
the -Postal Department in the Presidency Town of Bombay to the ad.ioin- 
ing Revenue Divisions ? 

(Zj) Is it a fact as a result of this, inhabitants of the nearest Dis - 
tricts such as Poona, Nasik, Ahmednagar are ineligible, whereas those 
from far-off Districts such as Ahmedabad, Kaira, Belgaum, Dharwar and 
Karwar are eligible ? 

(c) If so, do Government propose to modify the orders so as to allow 
recruitment in Bombas’- from any part of the Bombay Presidency ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The matter is already under the consideration of the Director 
General. 


Number of Officials in the General Post Office, Bombay, on the 

Superannuation List. 


666 *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be i>leased to state 
the number of officials in the Bombay General Post Office on the superan¬ 
nuation list (/) in the selection grades (ii) in the time-scale ? 

(1) Is it a fact that the extensions to ofScials in the selection grade 
is causing greater stagnation in the time-scale ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the officials on extension of service have further 
been given acting or permanent promotions to higher non-gazetted or 
gazetted appointments ? 


(d) How do Government propose to remedy this grievance of the staff 1 

Kie Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (o) It is understood that, 

by the ^rm “ superannuation list ” the Honourable Member means a 
Hst ot officials between the ages of 55 and 60. There are 10 such officials 

^ time-scale. Such officials must not 

as “ superannuated ” since the rule relating to 

UD to the '•'^’a.t they should ordinarily be retained in service 

BP to the age of 60 years if they continue efficie^. 

explanation just given, the expression “ exten- 
leadiug ; aSd tie effecf^'L^ the age of 55 is mis- 

Bw age_of GO, acSrdance vSl"' officials in the service up to 
as causing stagnation. ordinary 'rule, eannot be regarded 

a, In explanation gh,n. tl.oae questions do 
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o67. ]\f_ Josiii ; (a) Wi 71 +ii n 

stiite if the house-rent iillowauee normalKr ^P'^'ernment be pleased to 
sub-postmaster in Bombay Arhn io « sanctioned for a selection grade 
Bs. 25 ? Bombay, who is not provided with free quarters, is 

postmaLSs^If^ffi^eV^e^eiitlv^tSL^ sub- 

atiU remain the sSra. I sub-offices 

liiain 1110 .same as vlien they were time-scale offices ? 

(c) If so, do Government propose to revise the same ? 
to IlT^ka' allowances vary from Rs. 18 

Ohincli Bunder town sub-office in Bombay is the only office 

thThoute rent”??T converted into a sblection grade office and in whieli 
the iiou.se lent allowance for the sub-postmaster lias not yet been revised. 

t _ _5 * t .. 


(c) The matter is under consideration. 


Investigating Inspectors in the Oeeioe oe the Postmaster General, 

Bombay, 

068. *Mr. H, M. Joshi : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
.sfaie whether it i,s a fact that an appointment of Investigating Inspcaor 
to the I ostinaster-General’s office in Bombay has been filled up by an 
official of the Postniaster-Generars office ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the second appointment of Investigaling 
Inspector lias also been filled up in an officiating capacity, by an official of 
tbc Postmaster-General’s office ? 

(c) Is it not directly against the reply given by Mr. Sam's'to question 
No. 86 put by Mr. N. C. Eelkar in the last session ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Bombay Presidency Postal and R. M. S. 
A.5SOeiation ‘lias passed a resolution at the Satara Conference in June 1928, 
protesting against these appointments ? 

(c) If so, will Government be pleased to state what action is being 
talrcu to set the matters right ? 

Mr. P, G. Rogers : (a) and (6). Yes. 

(c) No ; as no clerk who had passed the qualifying examination 
■was available. 

■ (d) Yes. . - 

(c) In view of the reiily to part (c) of this question, Government 
do not •'con.s’ider • anj^ action-necessaiy. 

Departmental Test eor Candidates beeore Employment in the Post 

Oeeioe in Bombay. 

' » 

669. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will the Government be pleased to state 

(h) 'Wholhei- it is a fact that until recently qualified men ‘ and 
’■ even graduates were subjected to a departmental test in 

Jil28LA 
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dictation, etc., before employment in tlie Po,?! Office in 
Bombay ? 

(h) Whether the non-qualified men, if any, entertained si^ico 
January 1927, and confirmed as reserve clerks were subljtcte.i 
to the test mentioned above ? 

Whether any sneh recruits mentioned in (6) belong to the 
depressed or bacicward community ? 

(.(/) If the answer to (c) above be in the negative, will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to give reasons for such speciaj treatment 7 
Mr. P. G. Rogers : (a) No. 

(&) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Employment of a Non-Qualipied Lady Clerk in the General Post 

Office, Bombay. 

570. "'Mr. N. M. Joshi ; (a) Is it a fact that a non-qualified lady clerk 
emplo 5 ^ed in the Bombay General Post Office within the last three months 
is the d^aughter of an Assistant Postmaster who is in service ? 

(6) Is it a fact (hat one My Efarase of Ahmednagar possessing the 
ueeessai’y educational qualifications and whose father died in harness with 
over no years of service, was refused employment ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) Yes. 

( 1 }) No. Mr. Darase has been enrolled as a candidate for employ¬ 
ment. 

Minimum Educational Qualifications of Clerks in the Post Office. 

B71i -''Mr. H. M. Joshi : Will the Government be pleased to state, 
the minimum educational qualification necessary for recruitment as ch-rl: 
in tbe Post Office, 

(a) in the case of men candidates, 

(&) in the case of women candidates ? 

Mr- P. G. Rogers ; No minimum educational qualifications are 
definitely prescribed either for men or women candidates for recruit¬ 
ment to the Postal Service, though the former are ordinarily required 
to produce eAudenee qf having passed the Matriculation examination or 
its equivalent. 


Leave Rules on Railways^. 

572. '-^Lieutenant-Colonel H, A. J. Gidney : With reference to 
Mr. A. A. L. Parsons’ I’cply to my motion for a cut in the Demand for 
the Railway Board moved in the las! Session of the Legislative As^eiybly 
on the .subject of Leave Rules, ndll the Honourable Member please state 
if the ncAV Leave Rules hai^e been framed and v.dien he hopes to publish 
them ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons, : Nbav leave rules for raihvay serAdees as a 
Avhole have not yet been framed. But the RailAA'ay Board as a separate 
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ninUpr arc going into llie question of revising the leave rules ftfr snbordi 
nates on the Great Indian Peninsula and the East Indian Railways, avIu 
were originally in the Companies’ service. These employees remain at 
present under the rules of the old companies and are not, like the 
remaining subordinate employees on the State-managed Railways, undei 
the FunclaTuental Rides. 


SunORniNATES OPEICIATING AS OFFICIALS ON RaILW'AYS. 

573. "Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Cidney : With reference to 
]\Ir. Parsons' reply to mv motion for a cut in the Demand for grant for 
Railway Administration on the 28th February 1928, regarding subordinates 
oflieiating as oilicials, rvill the Honourable Member please state if lie has 
gii'cn elTcct to his assurance, and, if so, the extent to ivliich this has been 

done. ? 


Mr A A. L. Parsons : I have discussed the matter with the recent 
A^ent of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, and propose to have a 
fiu'thcr di.scnssion ivith him and the present Agent verj’- shortR^ I am 
hopeful that as a result we shall be able to arrive at a satisfactory con¬ 
clusion. 

■f574-\ 

t575^ 

i376>\ 


Official who signed the Peace Pact in Paris fob India. 

577. mv. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government kindly state who 
signed the Peace Pact in Paris for India 1 

” ’’Lrd 0„ thi. point I 'SafeueS 

her to the answer tlic Foreign Secretary gave to m.. U 

on the 13tli Septemher. 

Employment of Student Engineers on Railways. 

wi/Sv:Sni 

in employing ^gineers completed their training 

.suecitDdljnnranvhat ^ f f assistant engineers 

(o) Was any attempt made to e p^^y employed as 

or temporary engineers / n so, uu 

sncli " cinopvs have .so far been employed since 

(d) How many eoipleted their training ? 

■ some of thn.se student engine employ people from amongst 

(e) How is it that the Government d • J ^ or assistant engineers, 

when they lycrc given trai ning tor tn s p i j -__---. 

____R--—:--—7"7^ nf starred questions lor tlic day- 

il’or this questiou, fice at the end 
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(/) How do llie Government justify that they keep in view the welfare 
ol these young engineers ? 

(^fAVere any Anglo-Indians or Europeans ever entertained as 
student engineers ? 

(/ij Do the Government propose to take any steps in near future for 
the employment of these qualified and trained engineers, whose career is 
being spoiled '* 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (/). The object Avas to meet the diffi¬ 
culty experienced by Indian youth.s who have qualified as civil engineers 
ill obtaining practical training. Raihvay construction ghms unrivalled 
oiiportunity for training civil engineers after their college course, and as 
the Railway Board have a considerable construction programme in hand, 
the opportunity has been taken of giving practical training to engineer¬ 
ing graduates This training is given for a period of one year only. 
There is no obligation on the part of Goi'^ernment to give these student 
engineers employment on Eaihvays, either permanent or temporary on 
completion of their training, but Government naturally select the best 
of these young men for tejnporary employment whenever the demand 
arises. 

(&) Of those appointed in 1927, seven haim completed their training 
successfully. 

(c) , (e) and (h). The names of the students ivho complete their tx’ain- 
ing successfully are placed on the Raibvay Board’s registers of approved 
candidates and Avhen the need arises for temporary engineers, their 
names are considered along Avith others. Of those Avho had completed 
their training in 1927, three are now employed as tempora’ry Engineers. 

(d) The three referred to in my reply to (c). 

(ff) No. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it the practice for the Raihvay Board to take student 
engineers from every provincial Engineering College and do they take 
student engineers from the Bihar College of Engineering ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid I must ask the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber to give me notice. I do not j-ecollect the names of all colleges from 
AAdiom Ave take student engineers. 


Appointment op Probationary Upper Subordinates in the Survey op 

India. 


1 Gulab Singh (on behalf of Sardar Kartar Singh) : (a) 

+1 that nine apiiointments of ^probationary upper subordinates 

1 le burvey of India Avere made since 1926 and 4 were given to Muham¬ 
madans on a communal basis ? 


(h) Were the appointments adverti.sed in the Punjab newspapers ? 

anplieant?'! affirmative, Avere there any Sikh 

applicants : it so, Avhy Avas none taken ? 

Subo^dinMe^Sc^-vS"4 ® 

1926. These included n AAmre made originally in 

xnunitics. The numblAAS L'ity com- 

niimnci aa as, however, subsequently reduced to 9, OAving to 
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(ho wooding out of \Tnsa(isfaetor 3 ’^ candidates. The revised figure of "9 
ineliidos d Mulirnuroaduus. 

(h) Yes. _ , 

(c) One Bilvh was ineludcd in (lie original batch of 16 appointments, 
but lie resigned a few daj's after he was appointed, as he was not satisfied 
with his prospects. 


Employment oe Sikhs as Extea Assistant Commissionees in the Suevby op 

India' Depaetment. 

580. - Sardar 6-ulab Singh (on behalf of Sardar Kartar Singh) ; (a) 
Is il. a fact that there is not a single Sikh as Extra Assistant Commissioner 
in the Survey of India Department 1 

(h) Is it also a fact that some 14 probationary Extra Assistant 
Commissioner.s were recruited in 1926 and 1927 of Avhom 4 were Muham¬ 
madans who were (akcn on a communal ba.sis ? 

(c) If so, do Government propose to recruit Sikhs in future vacancies 
like Muhammadans ? If not, ivhy ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes bul the appointments ivere made in 1925 and 1927, and not 
in 1926 and’1927, as stated in the question. 

. (o) The Ilonoui-able Member is referred to the reply to his question 
No. d22 on the 11th September 1928. 


Employment of Sikhs in the Impebial Sebvice oe Engineebs in the 
IeriCtATIOn Bbanoh, Punjab. 

r.Qi Gnlab Singh (on behalf of Sardar Kartar Singh) ; (a) 

“■"Cbo the aovo,.™nt 

bers ot the mtaority eommmtaes 1 , j,„p„se 

H the reply to (f) \“J'’y®i.£^t!ire’vaeaiieies to the Pmiah 
to oraoV the enteitammeo ol f If why not ! 

until their f.nr representation is b S ^ 

The Honourable Mr A. 0; PnnjA 77 

of the Indian Service of Engineer m tl recrmtmciit 

bolong to the E.nrop'-Mcraited b onest.on as 

10 that hraneh >s oonflned to turop^ 

““"Thr-rw: Direet appoinlinento. 



884 


LEGtlSLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[17th Sept. 1928- 

possible to reserve any posts in the Service for minority communities. 
The guarantee's have, however, now expired, and the question of the 
procedure under which direct recruitment to the branch will be made 
in future is under consideration. Due provision will be made in the rules 
for the reservation of certain appointments for the redress of communal 
inequalities. 

(c) Tes. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Refusal to allow Indian Clerks of the-Army Headquarters and of 

THE Imperial Secretariat to join the Indian Territorial Force. , 

582. *Sardar Gulab Singh (on behalf of Sardar Kartar Singh) : Is 
it a fact that the Indian clerks of the Armj^ Headquarters and of the 
Imperial Secretariat are not allowed to join the Indian Territorial Force 
whereas the Anglo-Indians are permitted to join the Auxiliary Force ? 
If so, why ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The rule in force is that Government s'ervants may 
not join the Auxiliary Force or the Territorial Force without the per¬ 
mission of the Head of the Department in which they are serving. . 

It is only possible for an Indian clerk at Army Headquarters^ or in 
the Imperial Secretariat to join a Provincial unit of the Indian Territorial 
Force, and a Provincial unit only trains by annual embodiment in .camp 
for periods of one or two months, whereas members of the Auxiliary 
Force (India) can perform their obligations by intermittent drills. It fol¬ 
lows, therefore, that it is easier for the I^ead of a Department to give 
permission to an Anglo-Indian than to an Indian. 


Employment of Sikhs in the Civil Aviation Office. 


583. '^Sardar Gulab Singh (on behalf of Sardar Kartar Singh) ; (a) 
Is it a fact' that the ministerial establi.shment of the Civil Aviation Office 
(Department of Industries, Government of India) consists of the follow¬ 
ing : 

(1) Anglo-Indians. 4, (2) Hindus. 4, (3) Muham¬ 
madans . 3. 


(b) If so, will the Government please state the reasons for the exclu¬ 
sion of Sildis on its staff ? 

(c) Do Government propose to take steps to safeguard the interests of 
Sikhs and order their recruitment in future vacancies ? If not, why ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters ; (a) The number of Muham¬ 
madans is twm. The other particulars are correct. 

(i) -There has been no endeavour to exclude Sikhs. Only two appli- 
cations were received from Sikhs and the post was filled by a member 
ot another community who was considered more suitable. 

rcceiw Sikhs apply for future vacancies, their claims will 

«iade by the HonoimaWe Mem™''^ suggestion 
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Number oe Sikhs emheoyed as Traeeio Inspectors (Transportation 
Branch) on the North Western Eailway. 

584. ''Sardar G-nlab Bingh (on behalf of Sardar Kartar Singh) •■"(a) 
Will the Govornmcnt be pleased lo stale the total niimber of posts of 
Traffic Inspectors (Transportation BraiKth) on the North Western Eailwaj^ 
draiving more than Es. 300 per mensem ? 

(h) How many of them are Sikhs as against Hindus and Muham¬ 
madans ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The information asked for by the Honourable 
^leniber will be found in the Alpliabetical List of Non-Gazetted Employees 
on the Nortli Western Eailway in receipt of Es. 250 per mensem and ovct 
or on .sealo.s of pay rising to Es. 250 per mensem and over. A copy is in 
the Library. 


EmPI.OYJIENT oe SiKH.S as CONTROLIiERS AND ASSISTANT CONTROLLERS OF - 

Stores on the North '^V'estern Eailway. 


585. ’'Sardar Gulab Singh (on behalf of Sardar Kartar Singh) : (a) 
How many Controllers and As.sistant Controllers of Stores are there on 
the North'Western Eailway and how many of them .arc Sikhs ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the appointment of Controllers and Assistant 
Conlroller.s are made hj' nomination ? 


(c) If .so, wliat steps have been taken by the Government to ensure that 
Sihhs get their proper share in this branch of service '? 

Mr A A. L. Parsons : («) There arc one Controller and four Assistant 
Controllers of Stores on the North Western Eailway. None of them are 
Sikhs. 

(h) and (e) Dh-ect recruitment to the Superior Stores Department 
Sikhs in these Departments have an equal chance of being transte . 


Employment 


OF Sikhs in the Clerical Establishments of the Govern¬ 
ment OF India Presses at Delhi and Simla. 


586. "Sardar Gulab thi 

Govl'rumSf S iLStos*, J Bolhi ^aud Sirula, rcapaotively, and bow 
fnaly rf them are held by Sikhs in eacn Press f 


(I>) 


Lliym CIAC '— 

If none, why are the claims of Sikhs being ignored m tine ser- 


v'lee ! , c + 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. nollij 

-fsiS^Ts’sfIndiat^e‘cS.el° There is no Sikh on the eloriea! 
establishment of either Press. 
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(5) The claims of a candidate belonging to a minority community 
are given due consideration if be is adequately qualilicd. 


Employment oe Sikhs in the Ofeice of the Directoe, Wireless 

■ Telegraph, Simla. 


587. =>'Sardar Gulab Singh (on behalf of Sardar Kartar Singh) : Is 
it a fact that there is no Sikh on the .staff of the office of Director, Wireless 
Telegraph, Simla ? If so, do Government propose to recruit Sikhs in 
future vacancies ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : There is one Sikh clex'k em¬ 
ployed in ihe Wireless Branch of the Director-Generalts office. I would 
add that the Wireless Branch forms part of the Director-General’s office 
as a whole, in respect of which the general orders of Government relating 
to the adjustment of communal inequalities are in force. 


Employment OF Sikhs in Gazetted Posts in the Indian Stores 

Department. 

588. *Sardar Gulab Singh (on behalf of Sardar Kartar Singh) : (a) 
Will Government please state whether any appointments liave been made 
to the gazetted posts in the Indian Stores Department since January 
1928 ? If so, has any Sikh been taken ? 

(5) If the reply;, to part (a) be in the negative, will the Government 
please say if the claims of Siklis were duly considered at the time of recruit¬ 
ment in this Department ? If so, how ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) One appointment has been 
made to a gazetted appointment in the Indian Stores Department since 
January 1928. The officer selected is not a Sikh. 

(b) The claims of minority communities to appointments in the 
Department are given due consideration at the time of recruitment. 

Paucity of Sikhs in the Eailway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

589. "Sardar Gulab Singh (on behalf of Sardar Kartar Singh) : 
(a) Is it a fact that there is a great paucity of Sikhs in the Kailway Clear¬ 
ing Accounts Office ? 

(5) How many appointments were made in that office since January 

last 


(c) How many Sikhs were taken ? 


IV^. A. A, L. Parsons : (a) Government regret, that, for reasons which 
lave been previously explained, they do not consider it in the public 
interest to give figures of communal representation in individual offices. 


ino- appointments have been made in the Railway Clear- 

to°Sikhs \nr! I iast January,of which a certain number went 

the PlpaHno- App Honourable Member that the Director of 

the. instructions of Government 
arise in this office. ^ ®^tation of minority communities when vacancies 
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wwl the total h^be^Tsiir ‘ 

..gainst Hindus and UuhnmMadan, , Do tto Gove^eS 

necessary steps to safeguard the interests of this ecnmunityrtrs Itoe f 

The Honourable Sir Bliupendra Nath Mitra : The information i'^ 
course supplied lo tlie Honourable Member in due 


Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : I^Iay I a,sk, Sir, 
proportion of Sikhs to the whole Indian population ? 


what is the 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I have no recollection, 
bir, but the Honourable Member will be able to obtain it from tbe Census 
Reports. 


Number of Urban and Rurad Units of the Indian Territorial Force. 

691. ^Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) What steps if any have 
been taken by the Government to give practical effect to the provisions of 
the Territorial Force Act after it was passed in March last ? 

(h) How many recruits have joined the Territorial Forces in the 
different provinces from March 1928 to l.st September 1928 in 

(1) urban units (per promnce) ? 

(2) rural units (per province) ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the amount of expenditure 
incurred in respect of the Territorial Forces from 1st April 1928 to 1st 
September 1928 ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the number of urban and 
rural units of the Territorial Forces per province and the strength of each 
unit ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Tbe Honourable Member is referred to the 
answer given on the 8tli September to starred question No. 234. 

(6) (1). None. As J have previously stated, the amending Aet 
came into force on September the 1st. 

(2) I am not aware how many recruits joined the Force between tbe 
dates mentioned, and I do not tliink that any useful purpose would be 
served by attempting to collect the figures, as the new Act only came into 
force on the 1st September. I trust my Honourable friend will agree with 
me. 

(c) The figures will not be available in any case before December 
next. In view of what I have just stated. I presume that my Honourable 
friend would prefer to have figur^is relating to a similar period after 
September Ist. These will be available at the end of the financial year. 

(d) A statement giving the information is laid on the table. 
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Province. 

Name of units. 

Autho¬ 
rised , 
strength. 

Strength 
on 1st 
July 1928. 


'Provincial {Rural) Units. 



Punjal) 

11/lst Punjab Regiment 

738 

652 


1 l/15th Punjab Regiment 

, ' 738 

594 


ll/17th Dogra Regiment ,. 

738 

617 

North West 

ll/12th Frontier Porce Regiment 

738 

722 

Pronticr. 

ll/13th Frontier Force Rifles 

738 

643 

United Provinces 

• 1 

ll/7th Rajput Regiment 

, 738 

627 


12/7th Rajput Regiment 

738 

592 


'll/9th JatRegiment’... , ■ 

738 

• 729 


ll/18th Royal Garhwal Rifles 

738 

686 

Delhi .. 

ll/14th Punjab Reginieni .. 

.738 

717 

Ajmer-Merwara.. 

ll/4th Bombay Grenadiers 

738 

626 

Bengal.. 

. 

ll/19th Hyderabad Regiment (Bengal 

. 738 

, 313 

Bihar and Orissa, 

Wing). 

ll/19th Hyderabad Regiment (Bihar and 

738 

330 

Madras 

OrissaWing). 

ll/3rd Madras Regiment 

738 

447 


12/3rd Madras Regiment 

738 

372- 


13/3rd Madras Rcgirrieht 

738 

630 


14/3rd Madras Regiment .. ’ • .. 

738 

.472 

Burma.. 

I l/20th Burma Rifles .. 

738 

662 

Bombay 

ll/6th Mahratta Light infantry 

738 

■ , 

■ 716 
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Province. 

Hamo of units. 

Autho¬ 

rised 

strength. < 

Strength 
on 1st 
July 1928. 


Urban unita. 

- 


Bombay 

1st Bombay (Parsi) Urban Infantry 

738 

664* 


1 2nd (Bombay Presidency) Urban Infantry 
(2 Companies). 

346 

•• 

Madras 

3rd (Madras Presidency) Urban Infantry (2 
Companies). 

1 346 


United Provinces 

4th (United Provinces) Urban Infantry (2 
Companies). 

346 

* • 


* Strength given is that of II/2nd Bombay Pioneers, now being converted into an 
Urban Battalion. 


Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzni : May I ask whether any addition has 
been made to the University Training Corps anywhere except m Bombay Y 

Mr G. M. Youne ; Sir, there is a question on the paper about addi¬ 
tions to the University Training Corps which I shall be answering 

shortly. 

Education and EMmoYMENT in the Public Services oe the Depressed 

Classes. 

TQO TVialriir Das Bhargava ' What action if any have Gny- 

irSTast'sSsijn in mptrortte eSuc|on 

iirnSaSyTnrSVntioz. to fl.e maio points 

raised in the course of discussion. 

Provinces. 

.pandit Thato nj B^gava : _(a) a 

depind u?.on land and agrionltnrai labonr as tar mam 
source of livelihood ? - ^ list 

(j) Is it a fact that the SS^an?th^North West Frontier 

SSt" ol\he‘e'=ES a« interdictod from aepnirin. land from 

members of agricultural tribes ? 

L128LA 
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(o) Do tile Government propose to remove this caste disability of 
the depressed classes at an early date ? If so, by what time ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The information asked for is being collected from 
the Local-Governments eonchrned and will be supplied to the Honourable 
Member. 

Control oe Firing without Notice on Crowds by the Police or 

Military. 

594. -"Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) How many cases of firing 
without notice by the police or military have taken place during the last 
year, i.e., from September lst,_ 1927 to September 1st, 1928, and what is the 
total loss of life due to suoh firing ? 

(Z>) Do Government propose to pass some legislative measure to control 
such firing Avith a view to minimise the enormity of the loss of life ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) There Avas no case Avithin my 
knoAvledge of firing by any military force. As regards other instances 
the reiiorts are not in all cases definite on the point Avhether the police 
Avere able to gh-e Avarning or not. So far as I can .iudge there Avere only 
tAvo or three eases in Avhich no Avarning could be gh^en resulting in three 
fatal casualties. 

(&) The existing orders lay siiecial stress on the importance of giving 
warning before opening fire. Where a definite attack is- being made on 
the police, this may not ahvays be practicable. But Government are 
satisfied that the orders are adequate and that no legislatiAm measure is 
required. 


Procedure oe the Indi^an Statutory Commission. 

696. -'Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava ; Will the Government be pleased 
to lay on the table the correspondence betAveen Sir John Simon, the President' 
of the Statutory Commission, and the GoA-ernor General in Council relating 
to the procedure announced on 6th February 1928 and its subsequent 
modification in response to the demand of the Punjab Committee ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The procedure of the Indian Statu¬ 
tory Commission is settled by the Commission itself and does not form* 
the suh.iect of correspendence AAdth the GoA'-ernor General in Chiineil. 
t596'‘'. 


, Alleged Preeerence shoavn to Anglo-Indians in the IIIatter oeHeoruit- 
TiIENT TO the OeEICE OF THE DireCTOR OE ClVIL AviATION. 

597. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; (a) Will the Government be pleased 
o. lay on the table a statement showing the number of employees of the 
^ CiAul Aviation specifying their communities, the dates of their 
appointments and the salaries payable to them ? 

manner aware -^at there is a definite discontent against the 

inamet m, -rrhoh prelei-enoe has bean sh„n,n to Anglo-Inciians in the matter 
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Government propose to issue instructions 
to ine iJirector to put a stop to this unfair practice ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) The ofdce staff consists 
at present of four Tlindus, two Muslims and four Anglo-Indians. I am 
sending a sfateinent giving details of their pay and dates of appointment 
to the Honourable Member. 

(b) Government have received no complaints on the subject and they 
do not consider that there is any justification for the imputation made 
in the latter part of the Honourable Member’s question. They under¬ 
stand that the Director intends to increase the relative numbers of the 
Hindu community in making appointments to a number of posts which 
have been recently created and are not yet filled. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : Will Government be pleased to state if they will 
la.v a copy of the statement on the tiahle of the House 1 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : Yes, Sir, certainly. 


Dismissal of a Head Clerk in an Office of a Superintendent of 

Post Offices. 

598. "'Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) With reference to the reply 
given to Kumar Ganganand Sinha’s questions No. 712 and Nos. 715 to 721 
on 81st August, 1927, will the Government be pleased to state whether 
they are now in a position to give detailed answers to those questions ? 

riic nnswor is in the affirmative, will the Government be pleased 
to give the information wanted in the questions 712, 715, 716, 717, 718 and 
720 referred to above ? 

(c) If the answer is in Urn negative vill the Government be pleased 
to state their reason for the same ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : The question relates to the 
ease of a Head Clerk in an office of a Superintendent of Post Offices, who 
■ was dismissed from the service in 1923 in connection with charges ot 
accepting bribes, misappropriation of Government property, e _c. 

Members in charge of the Department of Industries an 

0 The Goverament are satisfied that the clerk’s dismissal was 

thoroughly by under: 

nor do the\ think that any i i large volume of papers 

witch Warding it detailed answers to the Honourable 

’'''Ih'ln thtriireim^tmccs, the Government, propose to take no totlier 
action in the matter. 

T,- A wf>T n Indians IN THE MATTER OF Kecruit 

- ss s r ch™ a™™. 

699. ’‘Mr. S. 0. Mitra : WiU 
the table a statement showing the number of empmye 
L128LA 
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of Civil Aviation specifying their communities, the dates of their appoint¬ 
ments and the salaries payable to them ? Are Government aware that 
there is a definite discontent against the manner in which preference has 
been shown to Anglo-Indians in the matter of recruitment of this staff 
and do Government propose to issue instructions to the Director to put a 
stop to this unfair practice ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : The question is identical with 
question No. 597 asked by Sir. Gaya Prasad Singh which I have just 
answered, and I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given 
to that question. 


Time spent on the Inspection of Out-Agencies in the Bills by Mb. Wood, 
Chief Auditok of the Nobth-Westebn Eailway. 

600. "Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Are the Government aware that the 
present Chief Auditor of the North-Western Railway, Mr. Wood, has during 
each of the last two years spent more than three months in summer in the 
hills on the inspection of railwa 3 '- out-agencies ? ' 

(5) Are Government aware that he is accompanied on several of the 
inspections by the Travelling Auditor and throughout by a Travelling 
Inspector of Accounts ? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take to put a stop to this 
practice ? 

(d) Is it a fact that no previous Chief Auditor has been absent for 
such a long time from his headquarters on this work ? 

(e) Is it a fact that hitherto the usual procedure has been to divide 
the out-agencies among the officers and that very junior officers have con¬ 
ducted the inspection of out-agencies without anj^ assistance ? 

if) If the answer to (e) be in the affirmative what action do Govern¬ 
ment propose to take to put a stop to the waste involved in this system 
adopted bj" the present Chief Auditor ? 

(g) Do the GoA^ernment propose to direct the Agent of the Railway 
to inquire into the matter ? 

(h) Is it a fact that it is for actions,like those referred to in the pre¬ 
ceding questions that kir. Wood has not beW considered fit for promotion 
to a higher acting appointment ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Enquiry is being made 
and a reply Avill be sent to the Honourable Member in due course. . 


Depkivation of the Cantonment Boabd at Belgaum of a Large Portion 

OF THEIR Revenue. 


601. Mx. D. V. Belvi ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state if 
1 Department has recently deprived the Cantonment Board at 

^ large portion of their revenue under the plea that the lands are 
of militarA’ ? 


SadLa by ortoTe 
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A ) Before the Cantonment fteforms, Cantonment 

Antnoiities were entrnsled with the management of all Government! lands 
in t)ie. Canlonment and were allowed to take the profits from snch manage¬ 
ment. 

A.s part of the arrangements consequent on the Reforms, Cantonment 
Anthorilie.s ha'\'e been relieved of the management or land in direct mili- 
tarr u.se and a small proportion of the income from the remaining Govern¬ 
ment land. Avhieh is still managed by Cantonment Authorities, is paid to 
Government. On the other hand, Cantonment Authorities have also been 
relieved of certain expenditure, wliieh was formerly met from the Canton¬ 
ment Piind. such as expenditure on troops’ conservancy, which is now paid 
by Government ; and on the whole there is no reason to believe that 
Cant'^nmoni Antlioritics are rvorse off now than they were before. In any 
case Government' supplement the resources of Cantonment Authorities, 
where ueccs.sary, by grants-in-aid. No application for snch assistance 
has been received from Belgaum. 

(6) No. Sir. The ineojne now received by Government from Govern¬ 
ment land.s is utilised for the benefit of Cantonments as a whole. 

(a) The appointment of Military Estates Officers entail no extra coA 
to GovcrnmciR. Tlic appointments are made from the existing ca^e of 
the Cantonments Department. Tiie duties of Military Estates Officers 
arc confined to the acquisition, custody and relinquishment ot land on 
behalf of the military authoritnes. 


Temporary Engineers on State Bailways. 

602. ■''Blr. M. S. Aney : Will the Government be pleased to state : 

(a) How many persons have been placed on the register of aPP^^ved 
'' candidates for appointment as temporary engineers on btnte- 
worlo'd Railways ? 

(&) TTow many of them liave so far been offered employment ? 

(c) And whai'r"««r«°‘'^ remaining ones to be taken 

in the near future ? 

Kt. a. a. L. Fsjsons : (cr) 65- 

(c) Government sn^icct^to^ railwayVo- 

jnent of temporary ii, hand from time to 

Im^^'TirprlsScts of employment of further temporary engineers are 
noor at present. 

. Pandidatfs qualified for Second Diyision Appointments 
Employment of India Secretariat. 

603 -Mr Siddheswar Sinba.: (a) 

the number of candidates Imperial Seeptariat 

urade appointments ^ gtSf Selection Board and the Public Scr- 
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(&) IIo\v many of the so (jiuilificd linve been provided for 

in the appointments of that grade in the Imperial Secretarial .since then ? 

(r) Is it a fact that cnndidatc.H qnnlifa'd for the second grade of the 
Imperial Secretariat liavc been debarred for appointments in the third 
grade in the Imperial Secretariat ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that a large number of such candidates have been 
offered posts and ai’C actually employed in attached onices in the routine, 
grade ? 

(c) I,s it a fact that the routine grade i.s lower than the third Grade of 
the Iin])crial Secretariat ? 

(/) Do Government iiroiinse to take steps that candidates who have 
passed for the second grade of the Imperial Secretariat he declared fit for 
appointments in the ui^pcr grade of attached offices, or else be given second 
grade appointments in the Imperial Secretariat ? 

The Honourable Mr, J. Crerar : (a) 42 eaudidate.^ in 192") and o8 in 
1926. 

(b) 21. 

(c-) and ((?). Candidate.s who are qualified for the .second division are 
not ordinarily nominated for appointments in the routine grade of the 
Imperial Secretarial, a.s enndidato.s for the latter grade are required to 
pass the {typewriting test, which is an es.seutial qualification in tiu'ir ease. 
Such candidates are. however, employed in the second division of attached 
offices, the reason being that only two divisions exist in attached offiec.s 
and experienee in typewriting is not necessarily demanded of all candi¬ 
dates for employment in the lower division of those offices. 

(c) Yes. 

(/) Every endeavour is made to provide candidates who arc qualified 
for the .second divi.sinn of the Imperial Secretariat and whose names are 
still borne on the waiting list of candidates with appointments in that 
grade as vacancies occur. Government regret that they are unable to 
declare such candidates qualified for appointment to tlie upp-er division 
of attached offices unless they pass the examination for tliat division. 

Employment of JIuhajimadans as Ci^euks in the Office of TJiE CinEF 

!Medical Officer, Delhi. 

604 ^Maulvi Muhammad Yakub ; (a) Is it a fact that for the last .30 
years no Muhammadan clerk was engaged in the office of the Chief Medi¬ 
cal Officer, Delhi, with the exception of a temporary chance being given 
to a kluhammadan for a few months 1 If so, will the Government be 
pleased to state why no Muhammadan clerk was permanently appointed ? 

(h) I.s it a fact that Babu Nathan Lall, Head Clerk of the Chief 
Medical Office, has been granted an extension for the last five year.s and is 
now to retire ? If so, do GoA'ernraent propose to take an opiiqrtunity of 
redre.ssing the Muhammadans’ grievances ? 

' .. Mr. G. S. Bajpai : With your permission. Sir, I shall deal with ques¬ 
tions 604, 605, 608, 607, 608, 609 and 611 together.' The necessary informa¬ 
tion h"as beeh'called"for from the Chief Commissioner of Delhi andswill 
he supplied to the Honourable Member when i-eceived. " ‘ 
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Employment oe Muhammadans as Doctors in the Hospitals in Delhi. 


t605. •Maulvi Miihattmiad Yakub : (a) Is it a fact that for many 
years no Muhammadan doctor has been given a chanpe in the in-door De¬ 
partment of the Civil Hospital, Delhi ? If so, will the,Government be 
pleased to state whether there is any rule not to appoint a Muhammadan 
doctor in the above post ? If not, will they be pleased to state what action 
they would take in exercising an equilibrium in the postings ? 

(b) Is it a fact that in the New Delhi Hospital there are three doctors 
who are all non-Muliammadans ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in Balak Ram’s House Hospital both the doctors 
are Hindus ? 


Employtvient of Muhammadan Compounders in the Delhi Province. 

1606, ='-Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Is it a fact that the number 
of Muhammadan compounders is very few in Delhi Pro^'ince and particu¬ 
larly in the Civil Hospital at Delhi ? 


Doctors employed on Inspection Duties in the Education Department, 

Delhi. 

1607. ’•■Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Is it a fact that all the doctors 
employed on inspection duties in the Education Department, Delhi, are 
Hindus ? 


Charge op Bbaitch Dispensaries in Delhi. 

f608. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Is it a fact that Delhi branch 
dispensaries were always occupied by the senior incnmbente up to the 
time when the transfers were in the hands of Inspector General, Civil 
Hospitals, Punjab ? 

(b) Is it a fact that for the last five years the Chief Medical Officer is 
authorised to make local transfers in Delhi Province ? 

(c) Is it a fact that during the last five years not a single senior 
Sub-Assistant Surgeon was asked for, from the Inspectoi General, C 
Hospitals, Punjab ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Assistant Surgeon Doctor Mukand Lall is hold¬ 
ing charge of Civil Hospital, Delhi, for more than five years 1 Will the 
•Government be pleased to state whether this contravenes any provision m 
the Punjab Medical Manual ? 

(e) Is it a fact that in 1926 one Doctor Muniruddin, Assistent Sur- 

gwn, Jas ordered to be ttanaferred ta place of DoctorMAaod Ml but ^ 
order of transfer was postponed for some months i If so, will the G 
ernment be pleased to state why the above order has not ° 

force till now ? Is it a fact that that order has not yet been hctually 

cancelled ? ___ 

• fl’or answer to fhis queition, see answer to question No. 604. 
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CnAKOB or MuFASRIT. DjfiVENSAmFRJN THK.ru^.TAl!. 

tC)09. -Maulvi Mvaiaromad Yalaib : (n) Is it: a fact llutf in (Ik* J^injnb, 
most of the mufinsil dispensaries are in tlie ciiarf'c of senior prade Bnb- 
Assistant Surgeons ? 

(h) 'Is it n fact that in X)el1)i Piv»vijic(', tiioro is no simior gJ'adc Sub- 
Assistant Sui’geon i- II" so, do Govot'nmenl propose to lake the neees-jary 
steps in the matter ? 

Transfer of Dr. jMukherji, Sur-A.s.sistant SuitcKox ix-ci!argic or-rnn 

Railway Disfensary, Delhi. 

610. ’’'Matilvi Muli3.mmad Yakub ; (a) Is it a fact Hint t!ie post of 
Railway Sub-A.ssistan( Surgeon, Delhi, is under tlie Chief ^(cdi(•al tihicer, 
Delhi ?' 

(h) T.S it n fact that one Doctor Mukerji, Suh-.\s!;istant Surgeon, is 
holding charge of the Railway Dispensary. Delhi, for t!\ft last .some 12 
■years ? If .so, do Government propo.se to consider the rights of otlier.s and 
to remove the officer who has been stationed for a long time in one pl.'ieo ? 

IVir. A. A. L. Parsons : («) The North IVesteim Railway Snh-Assistant 
Surgeon, Delhi, i.s under tlie Medical Ofllecr of ilie Xf)rlh M'estern Railway, 
who is also the Civil Surgeon at Delhi, and Chief IMedieal OlTie<'r, Delhi 
Province.s. 

(&) Mr. ]\Iukei’ji has been stationed in Delhi for a eon.siderahle time— 
I am not sure of the exact period. Government have no iniention of 
removing an officer whose worlc has been satisfactory. 

Statement showing the Allocation of the Civil jMedical Department, 

Delhi Province. 

" 1611. *Maulvi rflubammad Yalrub : 'Will the Government be pleased 

to lay on tlie table a statement of the allocation of the IMedieal Depart¬ 
ment, Delhi ProA’inee, showing names and caste, religion, age, pay, date 
of appointment in Delhi ProA'ince, natiAm place, length of service, pre¬ 
sent postings, Avith date and yeans 7 

Reorganisation by^ the Agent op the North "NVestern Railavay of the 
Generai, "Workers’ Union, North Western Railway. : 

612. ^Maiilid Muhammad Yakub : (a) Are Government aAvare that a 
•trade union of the North Western RnilAA-aj’- employees Avas registered under 
Trade Unions Act on 31st March 1928 under the name “ The General 
Workers Union, North Western Raihvaj' ” ? 

. (J) Are Government also aAAmre that Mr. M. A. Khan, General Sec- 
retar 3 ’- of the.said Union, wrote to the Agent, North Western RailAvayj.m'dc 
letter No. G.U.|4,; dated 2oth April, 1928, for the recognition of the said 
Union 7 . . ■ ' ' . ' 

' (c) I.s it a fact that the Agent, North Western Raihvaj', did not 
■ "aclmoAvledge receipf of the aforesaid letter 7 . . > 


tPor'an.swer to this question,-aep answer to question No. C04. 
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id) Are Grovernment aware that the registered Trade Xlnion is meant 
to regulate" relations between the employers and the workmen ? Will- 
Government be pleased to state hoAv it will be possible to regulate these 
relations witliout recognition and co-operation ? , . ^ 

(c) Do Government propose to ask the Agent, North Western Rail¬ 
way, to negotiate with and grant recognition to the said Union ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : {a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

' (c) I understand that the Agent did not aclaiov/iedge receipt of this 

letter, 

{d) The view of Government is that registiration should pred:ispose 
Ihe Agent to deal with the Union as representing the intei’csis of its 
members, but the que.stion whether the Agent should deal with a parti¬ 
cular Union, and if so, to wliat extent, is one which nnast be decided with 
regard to the facts of each ease. The position on the North Western 
Railway is that there are two rival Unions covering the same ground 
which aie in direct opposition to each other. The Agent of the North 
Western Railway has dealt with, one of these Unions from its inception in 
1920, and is not prepared to deal with the rival body, which has only been 
recently started. 

(e) No ; for reasons which I have already explained. 


Employment of Induns as Carriage Inspectors on the North Western 

Railway. 

613. '’Maulvi Muhammad .Yakub : Is it a fact that no Indian is 
working on the North Western Railway as a Carriage Inspector ? If not, 
why not ? Do the Government propose to move the Nortli Western Rail¬ 
way authorities to select a few senior and qualified head Carriage Examiners 
and promote them as Carriage Inspectors when vacancies occur next ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I understand that no Indian, as distinct from 
a .statutory Indian is -working as a Ca-rriage Inspector on tlm North 
Western Railwa^^ These posts arc filled by selection from Carnage 
Examiners and there is no bar to Indians being appointed. 


Pay of Workmen in the Power Eodsb and Locomotive and Carriage 
Shop,s, North Western Railway. 

614. ^'Maulvi Muhammad Yalrub : Is it a fact that workmen ™ 
Power lloiise of the North Western Railway have a maximum p’ade of 
Rs 3-8-0 per day, while in the Locomotive and Carriage Shops, the mim- 
ns. non pel „ o n p ? Do the'Government propose to move the 

wJfrnA S the ratesht both the Work- 

shops ? 

( Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The answer to the first part of the question xs 
in the negative. Rs. 2-8-0 a day is the maximum for mechanies m both 
the Power House and in the Locomotive and CarnagepShops.. 
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Agreements with the Daily Hated Staff on the North Western Rail* 

. WAY. 

615. '•Maidvi Muhammad Yalnib : Is it n fact that the daily rated 
staff on the North Western Railway has been inaclo to siRn an afrrcenu'nt of 
service with the Secretary of State for India like the ministerial and clerical 
staff who arc monthly paid ? If so, do Government ])ropose to consider 
the question of granting the daily rated labour casual, privilege, sick and 
furlough leave like the other above-inentioncd staff ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Pai'sons ; The answer to the first part of the question 
is in the negative except that daily ruled .staff who subscribe to the Provi* 
dent Fund are made to sign an agreement of service and become entitled 
to one month’s notice before tlicir services arc dispensed with. The 
second part of the question docs not arise. 

Number of Employees of the North Western Raiiavay dismissed, dis¬ 
charged, REDUCED IN PaY AND FINED IN THE YeAU 1927-28. 

616. ’**Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Will the Government be plca.sed 
to state boAv many employees of the North Western Railway have been dis¬ 
missed, discharged, reduced in pay and fined in the year 1927-1928 and how 
many appeals were entertainecl and with what results ? 

Ml’. A. A. L. Parsons : I am making enquiries from the North 
Western Railway how far the information desired by the Honourable 
Member can be procured and will eomnuinicatc with him later. 

Time Scale of Pay for the Outdoor Clerical Staff on the North 

Western Railway. 

617. *X'Sa‘ulvi Muliammad Yakub ; Are Government aivare that the 
outdoor clerical staff with 20 to 25 year.s’ service on tlic North Western 
Railway is blocked on Rs. 60 per mensem, while the grades of the clerical 
staff in the Postal, Secretariat and other Government Departments have 
risen up to Rs. 140. Do Government propose to draw the attention of the 
Agent of the North Western Raihvay, to introduce a time-scale .system on 
the same lines as in the other Dciiartmcnts under the Government of 
India ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I have called for information from the Agent 
of the North We.stern Railway, but it has not yet' arrived. I will com¬ 
municate with the Honourable ^Momhor when the reply is received. 

Population of the Depressed Classes. 

618. *Ilao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(g) if the figures given in the schemes set out in Appendices I to 
VIII of the Report of the Franchise Committee dated 22nd 
February, 1919, regarding the population of the Depressed 
Classes (shown in the statistical summary as “ Others ” 
W’ith an asterisk mark* under the heading “ Hindus ”) arc 
correct ? . ■ < ' ■ 

(i) if these figures indicate the untouchable castes T 
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(c) if these figures include the criminal tribes also ? 

id) if these figures referred to territory outside British India as 
well as British India ? 

- (e) if the total population of the Depressed Classes according to 
the figures given on pages 19, 29, 37, 45, 53, 61, 69 and 75 
of the Franchise Committee's Report, 1919, was more than 
42 millions ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a), (6), (o) and (e). The Honour¬ 
able Member wil] see from the footnote,s to the Appendices that the popu¬ 
lation shown under the heading “ others ” referred to those castes which 
were generally described as " untouchables ”. Their total number was 
over 42 millions. The references in the footnotes to the Census Reports 
suggest that the Committee obtained their figures from the Census Reports 
of -1901 and 1911, but a scrutiny of the Census tables shows that the 
figures given in them do not in all cases tally witli the figures given in 
the Appendices referred to by the Honourable Member. The Government 
of India are not therefore in a position to check the figures. Precise 
details of criminal tribes are not available. 

id) The figures referred onl 3 ’‘ to British India. 


Population of the Depressed Classes. 


619. *Eao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : Will Government be pleased to 
state : 


(a) if the population of the Depressed Classes according to the 
census of 1921 is as folloAvs (approximately) ? 

Millions. 


Madras Presidency .. .. .. 7.20 

Bombay Presidency .. . ■ • - 3.06 

Bengal Presidency .. .. • • 11.50 

TJ. P. of Agra and Oudh .. •. • • 15.69 

Punjab . . .. • ■ • • 

Central Provinces and Berar ■ • • - 10.00 


r&l if the answer to the above is^pn the negative, will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to lay on the table the correct figures for 
these provinces as well as for Bihar and Onssa and Assam 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I propose, with your permi^ion, to 
jinswer questions Nos. 619 and 620 together. I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to tbe Census Report of 1921. 


Untouchable Population of India. 
f,620. ♦Rao Bahadur' jW. 


t620. *Rao Bahadur' M. 0. Rajah : Will Government be Pleased to 
state if the totarnntbfichable population of India according to the census 
if 1921 is more than 60 millions ? _^^_ - - — 

IPpj answer to this question. See hnswer to question No. 6l9. 
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Mr. O. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : May I IcnoAv whether, the term 
depressed classes ” is a term recognised by tlie Government ? ^ 

,, The Konotirable Mr. J. Orsrar : It is a term in common use, and 
Government do employ it in the various reports dealing with the matter. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : May I ask whetlier they are deiiressed 
by Government or bj" others ? 

(No answer). 

Mr. C. Diu’ai.swamy Aiyangar : May 1 ask one more question, 
whether during the las! seven 3 'ear.s, since 1921, many oJ! those who were 
depressed have been elevated and those who were non-depressed then 
h.ave become depressed 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crera.r : I hope that it is certainly true that 
certain castes which were depressed in 1921 have since advanced, and that 
in the next census a different classification may be possible for them. 

r 

Qualieicatioks for Promotion to the Gr.vde op Head Light Keepers in 

THE Madras Presidency. 

621. ’>'Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (a) Is it a fact that the Head 
of the Madras PiT.sidoTicj’- Port autliorities issued two circulav.s re¬ 
garding the qualifications for promotion to the grade of Head Light 
Keepers ? 

(&) If so, Avill GoAmrnment be pleased to lay them on the table ? 

(c) Is it a fact that these circulars |tn\o 'oecn ignored by the autho¬ 
rities concerned in filling up i-ecent vacancies ? 

The Honourable Sir G-eorge Hainy : Bnquiric.s have been made from 
the Government of Madi'as, and the result will be communicated to the 
Honourable Member on receipt of the Local Government’s reply. 


Number of Persons employed in the Iught Houses Services. 

622. ^Mr. Sarabhai Hemchand .Haji : AVill Government be pleased to 
state the number of men of different communities in India emplojmd in 
the different Presidencies in the variou.s grades of the Light-houses Ser¬ 
vices ? ■ ■ ' 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : With your permission, Sir, I 
will ansAver questions 622 and 623 together. The coast light sei’A'ices, 
which are noAA' administered hy Local GoA'ernments, Avill in the course of 
the ensuing cold Aveatlier be’reorgani.sed under the direct control of the 
GoA'ernment- of India. The information for Avhich the Honourable Member 
asks Avill then be a Available. ' .. 

Sea and Coast Lights Establishments in India. 

j'623. *Mr. Barabhai Hemchand Haji : Will GoA’^ernment be-pleased to 
lay^on the table a statement showing the list of Sea and Coast Lights Estab,- 
lishments in India ? , i ■ ' ■ • , "' ' ^ 

tFor ansAver to this quesfion, see ansAA-erlo'question 1107^32.' 
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Banking Enquiry Committee. 

624. ^Mr. Sarabhai Wemchand Haji ; Is it a fact that Government 
proposed to appoint at an early date a Banking Enquiry Committee in 
terms of the Resolution passed by the Legislative Assembly during the 
Simla Session of 1927? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Government have no 
present intention of appointing a Committee of the kind mentioned in 
the immediate future. 

Mr. Sarabhai Hemchand Haji : Is it a fact that Sir Basil Blackett 
^ated in the course oi his reply to the Resolution that, as soon as the 
Reserve Bank question was got out of the way and as soon as the Report 
of the Royal Agricultural Commission was available, the Government 
would consider the advisabilitj* of appointing this Committee ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : That does not in any 
way affect the answer I have already given to the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Will the facts I have stated induce 
the Honourable Member to expedite the matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I hare nothing to add 
to^ the ansAver I have already given, and I Avould advise my Honourable 
friend to read my answer a little more carefully. 

Competitive Examination eob tbe Indian Medical Sebvioe. 

625. *Mr, Sarabhai Nemchand Haji ; (a) WiU Government be pleased 
to state the year in which the last compotitive examination for the Indian 
Medical Service was held? 

(5) When do GoA^ernment propose to resume the competitive examina¬ 
tion for entrance into the Indian Medical Service? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the recruitment of men for the Indian 
Medical Service since the vacancies are filled by selection, the proportion 
of two Europeans to one Indian is being maintained? 

(d) If so, Avhy? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; (a) 1915. 

(6) It is proposed to wait and see what effect the reorganization of 
the Indian Medical Service Avill have on recruitment before taking up 
the question of reintroducing the competitive examination. 

(c) The proportion aimed at is as stated by the Honourable Member. 

But the total number of Indians recruited by nomination up to date is 
in exce.ss of tbis proportion. ■ 

(d) The ratio of tAVO Europeans to one Indian represents roughly the 

proportions necessary in order .to provide for attendance on European 
civil officers and their families and to alloAV for the reserve o±_ British 
officers required by the Army in Avar. It represents a considerable 
increase over the number of Indians Avho succeeded in entering the 
service under the old system of open competition. ' . 

Pandit Eirday Natb Kunzru ; Why is a reserve of British officers 
needed by the Military Department in the Indian Medical SerAUce ? 
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Mr. G. M. Yoitng : Beciuist* in time of \v/tr tiiorc is 710 reserve for the 
Roj-al Army Medical Corps. Tlic wtiv I’cserve of British officoi’s in the 
Indian Medical Service provides a reserve for tlic Royal Army ISfedical 
Coi'i^s. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is there any nnder.slandinp between 
the War Office and the C.ovcrnment of India that the British troops would 
in time of war be attended on only by Brilisb officei'.s ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; British troops are attended to onlj’ by Briti.sh 
officers and tlie reserve of British officers exists for attending to them 
in war. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Why is it so ? 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I know whether the Government 
of India or His Majesty’s Government have laid down the policy that 
British officei'.s and British troops .should in lime of war be looked after 
only hy British officers of the Indian Medical Service 7 

Ml*. G. M. Young : The assninption is that Briti.sh officers and Briti.sh 
troops Avill be looked after bj' Briti.sh medical officers in war. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : lias that policy been laid doivn an}*- 
Avliere, or has tlic present practice been continued witJiout any direct 
enunciation of principles bj* either the Government of India or His 
Majesty’s Government 7 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am not aware that the question has ever been 
raised. It is an assumption, rather. British troops are at present looked 
after by British medical officers, and it is naturally assumed that in time 
of Avar the rosei'A’e .should also be Briti.sh. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru ; Is the Honourable jMeniber aAvarc that 
the British medical officers attached to the British troops are part of the 
Royal Army 7 When the officers of the Indian Medical Service in time 
of AA'ar attend on Bi-dish trooiis, it does not necessarily folloAV that tlic 
officers AA'lio look after the British troops should also be British. 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am afraid I haA*e not entirely folloAved the argu¬ 
ment just stated by the Honourable Member. If be wishes to obtain 
from me a statement about the policy that has been pursued or laid doAvn 
in the past, I trust be AAdll ghm me notice. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : In A'ieAv of the very A’ieions principle 
just enunciated bj^ Ihe Honourable the Army Secretar.y. 

Mr. President : Will the Honourable Member put his question with¬ 
out any arguments 7 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Sir, may I enquire if it is a fact that 
Indian members of the Indian Medical Service attended on British officers- 
and soldiers diiring the last A\mr 7 

Mr. G. M. Young ; I have no detailed information on the subject, but 
I should think it quite probable. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : If it is quite probable, is it the 
r^Avard for that; serAuce that the Indian officer.? of the Indian Medical 
SerAuee are kept out now 7 
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Mr. G. M. Young : I think that that is more in the nature of an 
argument than a question. 

Mr. M, E. Jayakar : Have the Government of India discovered any 
new principle in medical science that the curative qualifications of a 
medical man depend upon the similarity of complexion between him and. 
his patient ? (Laughter.) 

Mr. K. M. Joshi: May I ask ivhether Mr. Haji’s Bill for the reserva¬ 
tion, of coastal traffic is not based upon this reservation of British medical 
officers for Europeans ? 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : If, as the Honourable Member stated 
in answer to my Honourable friend, Mi-. Haji, during the war Indian 
officers of the Medical Service attended upon British Army officers, may I 
ask what is the basis of his assumption that British officers and British 
troops will alwavs be attended during war by British officers of the 
Indian Medical Service ? May I know what is the basis for his assump¬ 
tion ? 

Mr. 6. M. Young : I still think that these questions take the form 
of arguments,' but there appears to be some slight misapprehension. 
Many of the officers of the Indian Medical Service are Indians, and I say 
it is quite probable, in fact, it is quite certain that they did attend_ on 
British officers in the irar. But this is a question of a reserve of medical 
officers for British troops. Britisli troops are not' attended in peace time 
by Indian Medical Service officers, and in time of war it is natural that 
the reserve should be of the same composition as the main cadre. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Coes the Honourable Member mean 
that the organisation of the Indian Army should depend upon the needs 
of the British troops during a time of war ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : No. I do not think that is an inference that 
could possibly be drawn from anything I have said. 

Dr B. S Moonje ; If the needs of the British Army can be met even 
by Indian members of the Indian Medical Service, where is the necessity 
of reserving British medical officers for Britisli officers and troops in the 
Indian Medical Service when the Royal Army Medical Corps is solely 

reserved for them ? f 

Mr. G. M. Young ; The answer to that question lies in part id) ot 

ray answer to the main question. 


(hvin Appointments to which Ineian Members of toe Indiait 
Nhmber op Service will be AUMiTTEn. 

626. *Mr. Sarabhai en¬ 

vision of an 

sidered necessary to draw tne wu i 

Medical Service? been borne in mind in arranging 

(h) If so, has the Indian members of the Indian 

the number of ^.pointments t h referred to in the 

Medical Service 

press commmitiue, dated “ pjjfc, is ip tie 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) and {b). me repiy 

affirmative. 
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Surgeons-GeneralanhInspectohs-Generalof Civil Hospitals. 

627. *SIr. Sarabhai Nemcband Haji : Is it a fact that Ender the new 
scheme Provincial Governments ^YiIl have the right to appoint non-I.M.S. 
men to the posts of Surgcons-General or Inspectors-General of Civil Hos¬ 
pitals, -when the present incumbents retire ? 

(Zj) Will it be open to the Provincial Governments‘to abolish these 
posts, if they choose to do so? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Local Governments will have the right to 
make appointments to these posts when the existing rights of Indian 
Medical Service officers in civil employ have been liquidated. 

(b) Not under the iiresent financial rules. 

Mr. Sarabhai Hemchand Haji : Does it follow that under present 
rules the Provincial Minister ■will not have the right to aboli.sh these 
posts if he is so advised ? 

!Mr. G. S. Bajpai : That is so, Sir. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Is that going to be the nature of pro¬ 
vincial autonomy ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; That is a question which is susceptible of debate 
and not of a short and direct answer. 

Reservation of Posts for Indian and European Members of the Indian 

klEDicAL Service. 

628. *hlr, Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Is it a fact that under the new 
scheme while only two posts are definitely reserved for the Indian mem¬ 
bers of the Indian Medical Service more than 200 posts are definitely re¬ 
served for the European members of the Indian Medical Service ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Honourable Member is presumably re- 
feri'ing to posts on the civil side. The number of such posts definitely 
reserved for Emopean Indian Medical Service officers is 143 and although 
the number of posts specifically reserved for Lidian I. M. S. officers is 
only 2, it is the intention of Government to give to Indians a .sufficient 
number of posts on the civil side to bring the total number of Indian officers 
in civil emploj^ up to 90. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Am I to understand that for all practi¬ 
cal purposes 90 posts will be re.served for Indian officers of the Indian 
Medical Service ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I think my Honourable friend has not quite followed 
the basis of the reorganisation scheme. The aim is to take officers not 
merely for posts but also to allow for a leave and study reserve of 274,- 
per cent. Including this leave and study reserve we want 90 Indians oh 
the civil side, hut the number of posts which will be given to tbe.se officers 
will be the difference between 90 and the 27^ per cent, of 90 which repre¬ 
sents the leave and study reserve. 

Training op Cadets on the Training Ships “Conway” and “ Worcester.’ 

629. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government be pleased to 
state : 
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(а) What is the duration of the course of training for English Cadets 
on the training ships “ Conway ” and “ Worcester ” ? 

(б) Are there any restrictions in the way of Indian youths to their 
-admission to the above training ships? Ji so, what are those? 

(c) What is the average cost of training per annum for a Cadet on 
either of the above training ships? 

The Honourable Sir G-eorge Rainy : The information, so far as it is 
availabie to the Government of India, is as follows • 

(а) The minimum period on the '' Worcester ’’ is two years, but 

the length of training varies with the age and ability of 
the candidate. It is understood that the course on the 
“ Conway ’’ is similar. 

(б) The “ Conway ” and the “ Worcester ” are private insti¬ 

tutions. The managements ivere approached on the sub¬ 
ject by the Committ’ee on Indian Students in 1921, and their 
replies are summarised iii paragraph 105 of the Com¬ 
mittee’s report. Subsequently, Captain Sayer, the Captain 
Superintendent of the “ Worcester ”, who came to India 
in 1925 to advise the Government of India on the scheme 
■fo"r the estabizshment.of-’a'training ship in India, recpm-, 
mended', as" lan mlternatjvd -..that the management of the 
” Worcester ” should be asked to accept Indian cadets. 
But iu view of the decision of the Legislative Assembly on 
the 19th March, 1926, to establish a training ship in Indian 
waters, Captain Sayer's alternative proposal was not fur¬ 
ther pursued. 

(c) The fees for the ” Worcester ” are £140 per annum, inclusive 
of one suit of uniform yearly, washing and medical attend¬ 
ance, and the fees for the ” Conway ” are £120 per annum 
without uniform. 

Dr. B. S. Moonje : If the “ Worcester ” is a private ship, does it 
receive any subsidy from the Government ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I am quite certain that neither 
the “ Worcester ” nor the ” Conivay ” receive any subsidy from the 
Government of India. Whether either receives a subsidy from tlie British 
Government I am not aivare, and if the Honourable Member desires in¬ 
formation, perhaps he will give me notice. 

■ Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Supposing they received a subsidy 
from the British Government, have not British subjects a claim. 

Mr. President : That is a hypotlieticfil question. 

Mr, Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : With reference to part («) of the 
question, and with reference to 'the mention of the report of the Indian 
Students Committee referred to by the Honourable Member, is it a 
I fact that in reply to the queries of that Committee, both these British 
(institutions definitely refused to take Indian candidates ? 

'i The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I have the papers here, but I 
cannot without a little delay give the answer to the Honourable Member’s 
question. If that report is not alreadj’’ in the Library, I will see that a 
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•copy is placed in the library, so that Members may satisfy themselves 
to what exactly happened 'at that time. 

Sea Service necessary for a Second IVIatb’s Certificate. 

630. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that for those wh# 
come oiit of the “ Conway ” and “ Worcester ” the qualifying sea ser¬ 
vice is only three years, while the Indian Cadets of the I. M. M. T. S. 
“ Dufferin ” have to put in four years of sea service before they can 
appear for the Second Mate’s Certificate ? 

(b) If the answer to the above be in the affirmative, what is the 
reason for making this differentiation in the period of sea service to be 
put in by the Indian and English Cadets ? 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy : (a) The qualifying sea service 
required of a “ Dufferiu ” cadet is exactly the same as is required of a 
“ Conway ” or “ Worcester ” cadets. 

(b) Does not arise. . .. ' 


Admission of Cadets for the “ D uffe rpt ” to the Traiotno Ships 

“ Conway ” and “ Worcester.” 

631. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Do Government propose to 
afford the necessary facilities regarding admission and other amemties of 
fife to those Cadets of 'tlie I. M. M. T. S. “ Dufferin ’ ’ who are desirous oi 
proceeding to England and receiving training on the “ Conway and 
“ Worcester ” ? 

(b) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to count the period of service put in by those Cadets ot the 
“ Dufferin ” who are desirous of proceeding to England for training on the 
Conway ” and “ Worcester ” when calculating the total period of train¬ 
ing to be put in on the English training ships ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 


The-Indian Navy. 

632.'''Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state when the Indian Navy will be created? 

(b) Will posts in the Indian Navy be thrown open to Cadets of the 
“Dufferin” ? 

(c) If not, why not? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will Government he 
pleased to state the special qualifications required of youths desirous or 
joining the Indian Navy? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) The designation and status of tlie Royal 
Indian Marine cannot be raised t'o those of a Dominion Navy until the 
Naval Discipline Aet, applicable to such Navies and to the Royal Navy, 
has been passed by the Indian Legislature. 
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(6) Cadet^ from tlie “ Dufferin ” are, already eligible to compete 
for posts in the reorganized Eoyal Indian. Marine, and 'will be equally 
eligible to compete for posts in the Royal Indian Navy, if one is created. 

(c) and (d). Do not’ arise. 

, Mr. Sarahhai Nemchand Haji : Have Government fixed a propor¬ 
tion of Indian recruitment from the “ Dufferiu ” in connection with the 
general recruitment for the Royal Indian Marine ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am afraid I have not understood the question, 
but no proportion has been fixed mth reference to the “ Dufferin ”, 

Mr. Sarahhai Nemchand Haji : I shall explain the question. The 
question 'was this. Just as 3 'ou have reserved a certain number of posts 
with regard to the engineering side, will you teU us the number of posts, 
the proportion of posts fixed for Indian candidates taken from the 
“ Dufferin ”. 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am afraid the identity of the second question 
with the first has altogether eluded me, so that I must ask him .for notice 
of both. 


Throwing open of the Bengad Pilot Service to Cadets op the 

“ Dufferin,” 


633, *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government be pleased to say 
if the Bengal Pilot Service wiU be thrown open to 'tflie Cadets of the 
“Dufferin” after they have completed the necessary qualifying sea service? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I would invite 'the attention of 
the Honourable Member to'the Commerce Department Notification, No. 
141-S. (13), dated the 9th June, 1928, published in the Gazette of India 

of the same date, containing the revised rules for the appointment of can¬ 
didates to the Bengal Pilot Service. Under these rules, preference will 
be given to candidates who have passed through the Indian Mercantile 
Marine Training Ship “ Dufferin ”. 

Course of Training prescribed for Cadets of the “ Dufferin, ” 


634. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Are Government aware that the 
course prescribed for Cadets of the “Dufferin” is intended to prepare them 
more for the Bombav' Universitj- Examination than for giving them a 
thorough theoretical and practical training so as to prepare them for a 
nautical career? 


(h) Do Government propose to consider the desirabilitj^ of so 
revising the course of training on the “Dufferin” as to fit the Cadets to hold 
Dosts not merely in the Mercantile IMarine, but also in the Indian mvy 
and the Royal Indian Marine, the Bengal Pilot Service, in the various Port 
Trusts Docks Harbours and Lighthouses, in case the Cadets after comple¬ 
tion of their course find it inconvenient either for reasons of health or due 
to other causes to continue the actual nautical career? 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (c) No, Sir, 

(i) So far as Government are aware, the present course of training on 
the “ Dufferin ” is well suited to prepare cadets for any nautical employ¬ 
ment. 
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QUESTIONS' NOT PUT AT • 'THE MEETING, OWING TO THE 
ABSENCE OF THE QUESTIONEK, WITH ANSWERS TO THE 
SAME. 


High House Rents in Delhi. ‘ 

651. *Lala Rang B'ehari Lai : Will Government be pleased to slate 
if they are aware of the fact that in Delhi house rent is li gli and that 
it is difficnlt to secure suitable houses at fairly liigh rents ? 

Mr.’A. A. L. Parsons : Government understand that tliere i.s sotne 
difficulty in obtaining accommodation in DelJii, and proposals arc being 
formulated for housing the large number of clerks who liat'c recently 
come to the Clearing Accounts Office there. 


Separation oe Audit from !a.ccounts on the North Western Railway. 

i 


574. *Lala Rang Behari Lai : 1. Will the Government be pleased to 
state if it is proposed to separate “ Audit ” from “ Accounts ” on the 
North Western Railway ? If so, is thi.s .system more ccononiical tlian 
the present one ? 

2. (a) Are the Government aware of the fact that there exist ax 

present in the Divisions under the .supervision of qualified accountants, 
accounts tranches 4n idie office of Divi.sional Superintendents under the 
North-Western Railway ? ” 

(b) Will the Government state what shall be the status of those 
qualified accountants, who are in most eases drawing salaries, drawn by the 
senior accountants in the Audit Department, under the new scheme “ 

3. Will the Goveimment be pleased to state if they are aware of the 
fact that the qualified accountants, sub-heads and clerks working in the 
fisting accounts branches, are doing executive accounts work ; whereas tlie 
Audit staff likely to be transferred to a new Accounts Department, possess 
merely routine audit knoAvledge ? 


Government propose to earmark some posts of Assistant Ac- 
dent’s Office? qualified accountants in the Divisional Superintend 


tier, nf +l Government prepared to keep in view at the time of the forma- 
acenmitQ accounts offices that the sub-heads and clerks in the existing 

clerks " '^^ohes are not allowed to he superseded by audit sub-heads and 


1. The Reply to both parts of the question 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons 

in the affirmative. 

staff\-efprv^r??f^P^given effect to, the question of utilising the 
dered but <'iooounts department if suitable will be eonsi- 

The relative seniorit???^^’^? undertake to earmark any posts for them, 
at the time of their VpoSmeS. carefully considered 

^ Second Class Oardpass by Mr. Ashwood, Office 
Delhi, North W^sSif Superintendent, 

a giiJrd on^the^Nofth-wSm’n ^ fact that Mx. A. C. Ashwood, 

western Railwajq in receipt of Rs. 110 as salary. 
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was selected for tlie post of Office Superiateudeat, carrying ra salary of 
Es. 400—20—600 in the office of theJDivisional Superintendent in Delhi ? 

{h) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to a note in the 
Himlu(,ian Times of the 25th August 1928, relating to the misuse of a second 
class card-pass by the same Mr. Ashwood ? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what action, if any, 
had been talcen in the matter ? 

A. A. L. Parsons : Xa) This appointment rests with the Agent 
and is made by selection. Government are not aware whether any 
change has recenth’- taken place in the incumbenej'. 

(&) and (c). The copy of the newspaper mentioned by the Honour¬ 
able Member has been examined, but contains no such allegation. 


OuTEiT, Maintenance and Tbavelling Allowances of Officers op Uni¬ 
versity Training Corps. 

676. ''Lala Rang Behari Lai : 1. Will the Government be pleased to 
state the steps that thej’- contemplate taking for the organisation of the 
projected second company of the Delhi University Training Corps ? 

2. Will the Goyernment be jileased to state if it is a fact that the 
University Training Corps officers get an outfit allowance of Rs. 100 only 
on first appointment, and an allowance of Es. 200 subsequently on passing 
the retention examination ’I 

3. -Are the Government aware that Rs. 100 is absolutely insufficient 
for the purchase of an officer’s complete uniform and equipment ? 

4. Is it a fact that the University Training Corps officers get no main¬ 
tenance allowance ? If so. do Government propose to consider the advis¬ 
ability of introducing an allowance for the University Training Corps 
officers on the lines of the Army in India Reserve of Officers ? 

5. Is it a fact that the University Training Corps officers were granted 
a travelling allowance for distances over 2 miles from the place of parade 
on a special consideration of the fact that they got no other aUowances, 
and that the same travelling allowance has now been discontinued (by 
the Controller, Military Accounts, Meerut District) 

6. Jn view of the above facts, do Government propose to reconsider 
the question of the granting of travelling allowance to University Train¬ 
ing Corps officers at an early date ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : 1. The unit has been constituted and orders for 
its formation have already been issued. 

2. Yes. 

3 Yes but this sum is not intended to cover the cost of an officer’s 
complete uniform and equipment. Goveimment will consider the pos¬ 
sibility of arranging that the whole amount of Rs. 300 should he paid on 
first appointment, subject to certain conditions as to refund if the officer 
relinquishes his commission within a certain time. 

4. Presumably the Honourable Member is referring to the grant 
of a retaining fee. Government have no intention of introducing any 
such allowance for King’s commissioned officers of eifher the Auxiliary 
Force or the Indian Territorial Force., 
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5. TraveEing aBowance for journeys to and from casual parades 
is not admissible to officers of tbe Auxiliary Force or the Indian Terri¬ 
torial Force. 

6. This recommendation ivill be considered along with other minor 
recommendations of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee as 
soon as funds are available. 

Message in the Pioneer of the 3rd September, 1928, under the Heading 
“ Amarnath Pilgrims in Distress.” 

596. *Mr. M. S. Aney : Has the attention of the Government been 
drawn to the message published in the Pioneer of the 3rd September 1928 
under the heading “ Amarnath pilgrims in distress ” ? 

2. Will the Government be pleased, to publish the following informa¬ 
tion : 

(a) Total number of pilgrims who died H 

(b) The number of pilgrims who stand in need of relief ? 

(c) Steps, if any, taken oy the Government of India for the relief of 

the surviving pilgi-ims who might have been rendered help¬ 
less to enable them to return to their native places ? 

3. If the Government of India have not yet taken any steps, will the 
Government be pleased to state what steps they propose to take to give 
relief to the aforesaid suffering pilgrims ? 

Sir Denys Bray : Information has been called for from the Resident 
in Kashmir and I will pass it on to the Honourable Member as soon as it 
is received. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Pay of Clerks of the Office of the Chief Auditor, North Western 

Railway. 

350. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) Is it a fact that there are 
two scales of pay for clerks in the Chief Auditor’s Office, North Western 
Railway ? 

(6) If the answer is in the affirmative will the Government kindly 
state‘the respective starting and ultimate pay of each class ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the scales were revised in 1922 ? 

(d) Is there any special distinction or difference in the work aBotted 
to the clerks of class I and class II in the various sections of the office 1 

(e) Is it a fact that tbe pay and prospects of the superior class are 
disproportionately better than the pay and prospects of the inferior class 
considering the distinction or difference if any in the work of the two 
classes ? 

(/) Has any memorial or petition been received by the Auditor 
General, Bodyguard Lines, New Delhi, on behalf of clerks of the 2nd class ? 

(g) If so, what reply if any has been given ? 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) and.(&). The 
two scales of pay in the Chief Auditor’s Office are : 

Class I .. Rs, 60—^120—5—145. 

(efficiency bar at Rs. 100). 

Class II .. Rs. 39—3—69—6|5—75. 

(c) These scales were sanctioned in 1922. 

(d) and (/). The reply is in the affirmative. 

(e) This question is now under the consideration of the Auditor 
General. 

(g) The Auditor General is considering the memorials and the recom¬ 
mendation of the Accountant General, Railways, and no reply has yet been 
given. 

CONTINUANcaS OF THE SYSTEM OF PORCEB LABOUR FROM MEMBERS OF THE 
•Depressed Classes in Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara, etc. 

361. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : Are the Government aware that 
the system of Begar (forced labour from members of the depressed classes) 
is still in vogue in Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and other provinces of India ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Full information has already been furnished to 
one House or the other of the Central Legislature in respect of the systeta 
of begar or forced labour so far as it prevails in various provinces in 
India. I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to : 

(a) the reply given in the Legislative Assembly on the 11th 
February, 1924, to the Honourable Mr. V. J. Patel’s question 
No. 234 ; 

(&) the reply given in the Council of State on 12th September, 
1927, to the Honourable Sir Haroon Jaffer’s question 
No. 116 ; and 

(c) my reply to Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan’s question 
No. 156 in the Legislative Assembly on the 1st March, 1928. 


Removal of Income-tAlX Officers from their Office by the Commissioners 

OF Income-tax. 

352 Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : Is ‘it a fact that the Income-tax 
Officers’ are removable from their office by the Commissioners of Income- 

tax ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Yes, subject to the 
officers’ right of appeal to the Governor in Council of the Province con¬ 
cerned. 

Revision of the Rules relating to the Refund of Money in respect 
OF Lost or Torn Currency Notes. 

363. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) Have the rules in regard to 
the refund of money in respect of lost'or tom currency notes been lately 
changed ? . 
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(h) Is it correct that) according to tlie existing rules a person in 
popsessio'ii of a half portion of the note is entitled to a refund of half the 
amount of the note and the Currency Office is under no obligation to give 
information to the claimant of the lost note in res]mct of any claim made 
by the person in possession of the other half portion of the note ? 

The Honourable Sir Blnrpendra Nath Mitra : (a) Yes. 

(b) If the half note is part of a note the denomination of which 
does not exceed Rs. 10, no claim i.s entertained. If it is part of a note 
the denomination of wliich exceeds 11s. 10, the ])o.silion is regulated hy 
rules 11, 13 and 14 of the Currency Notes (Refund) Rules, lt)2l (pub¬ 
lished in the Gazette of India, dated the 2fith November, 1921), as amend¬ 
ed by the Finance Department Notification, dated the 10th il:iy. 3027, 
(published in the Gazelle of India of the 21st idem).' In this latter case, 
the position is substantially as stated by the Honourable j\Iember. 

Transfer of Hugh Executito and Judicial Officers in Ajmer-^IIerwara. 

354. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava ; (a) Is it a fact that high 
executive and judicial officers in Ajmer-i^Icrwara am like permanent 
fixtures and hold their offices for a number of years witliont transfer and 
apprehension of such transfer ? 

(&) Do the Government propose to take steps to arrange that the 
ineuinhents,of high executive and judicial posts in Ajmer-lilerwava may 
hold their posts for x)orticular periods of time (as in other provinces of 
India) after the lapse of which transfer to .some other area may be 
compulsory ? 

Sir Denys Bray : Ajmer-Merwara is a small area with a self- 
contained local cadre. Ti'ansfer-s as between tbe posts within^ the Pro¬ 
vince are effected Avhen necessai-y in tbe interests of public .service. It is 
not considered that any particular advantage would accrue from pres¬ 
cribing a limited tenure for these posts. 

Allegations against a Guard op having attempted to Outrage the 
Modesty of a Christian Woman. 

355. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) Has the attention of Goa’^- 
ernment been draAvn to a statement made in a A'-ernacular ncAVspaper pub¬ 
lished at Saharanpur called Parivar-tan in'its issue of 8th May 1928 in which 
a complaint had been made against a guard having attempted to outrage 
the modesty of a Christian woman ? 

(ft) Are the facts stated in that article correct ? 

(c) If so, what action have Government taken to bring the offender 
to book ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Government bar-e not seen tbe article 
referred to and are conseqn'ently unable to say whether tbe facts stated in 
it are correct or not. They have ascertained, howeA’'er, that an officers’ 
enquiry Avas held into some such incident as appears from the Honour¬ 
able Member’s question to haAn^ formed the 'subject ihatter of tbe allega- 
liona in tbe article, and the decision was that tbe charge was not proA'ed. 
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Publication oe an Attack on Hindus by the Muhammadan‘Ahmadi 

Papee Sunrise. 

356. Pandit Thaknr Das Bhargava : (o) Has the attention of the 
Government been drawn to the publication of an attack on Hindus 
by a jMuhammadan Ahmadi paper Sunrise by name in its issue of 23rd July 
1928 ? 

(b) 'What action, if any, hai’^e Government taken against the paper ? 

The Honoura'ble Mr. J. Orerar : (a) No. 

(b) The Local Government concerned will no doubt consider the 
oiopriety of taking action, if any action appears to be called for. 

Opening of a Railway between Jind and Hansi via Naemaund. 

357. Pandit Thakur Das Ehargava : Have the Government ever 
been pleased to consider the advisability of opening a railway line between 
Jind (State) and Hansi (Hissar District in the Punjab) via Narmaund 1 
If so, with what result ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No such pi’oject has hitherto been con¬ 
sidered. 


Railway Line between Thanesae and Jagadhei. 

• 358. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : By what tame will the railway 
line between Thanesar and Jagadhri be completed and opened for public 
traffic ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : It has been found on investigation that the 
line cannot be financially justified. The proposal has therefore been 
dropped. 

Opening oe a Begad Gauge Railway Line between Jakhal and Siesa 

via Fatehabad. 

359. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : Did the Punjab Government 
recommend to the Railway Board the opening of a broad gauge railway line 
between Jakhal and Sirsa via Fatehabad (Hissar District in the Punjab) . 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; The Punjab Government recommended the 
examination of a project for a broad gauge connection from Jakhal via 
Fatehabad to Bbattu or Sirsa in July 1927. 

Opening OE A Metee Gauge Railway betu’een Jakhal and Bhattu oia 

Fatehabad. 

360 Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) Did the Railway Boa^ ever 
consider the possibility and suggestion of connecting Jakhal and Bhattu 

via Fatehabad by the metre gauge ? _ . t ,, i • 

(61 How long has the matter of connecting Bhattu and Jakhal vm 
Fatehabad been pending -before the Railway Board and when can it be 
■expected to be decided 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (h). The project has been under 
the Railway Board’s consideration since April 1927, and the question 
/if its construction on the broad gauge is at present under investigation. 
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Introduction of a Uniform Measure of 'WEianT, 

361. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that the neco.ssity o£ 
introducing a uniform standard of measure of weight was adtniitcd 
by, the Agriculture Commission and advocated by the Lucknow Session 
of the All-India Economic Conference ? 

(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state, what action, 
if any, has been taken to introduce a uniform standard of mea.surc of 
weight in British India ? Do the Government- propose to introduce 
any Bill on the subject 1 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The recommendation of the 
Agi’icultural Commission is under consideration. The Government of 
India liave not seen the proceedings of the Lucknow Se.ssion of the 
All-India Economic Conference. 

Removal of the Post Office at Coonoor from “ Min.sted ” to 

Rose Hall 

362. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact tliat the Post Office at 
Coonoor in the Nilgiri Division was shifted to the present building 
“ Rose Hall ” before the expiry of the lease of the old building 
“ Minsted ” ? If so, who paid tlie i-ent for tlie old building up to the 
date of expiry of the lease ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the staff of the Maharaja of Pithapuram was 
occupying the old Post Office building in tbe months of May and June 
1928 ? If so, -what was the rent collected from them and credited to the 
accounts J 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (a) Yes. The owner of “ Rose Hall ” paid the 
rent of the old building np to the date of expiry of the lease. 

(b) Government have no information. 

Allegations against the Postmaster of Coonoor. 

363. Mr. Am^ Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that the Postmaster of 
Coonoor was giving all sorts of trouble to the clerks occupying the 
quarters allotted for them in tlie Post Office building ? Was this fact 

' brought to the notice of the Divisional Superintendent T What action has 
the Superintendent talsen in the matter to prevent the Postmaster from 
interfering in the private affairs of the clerks ? 

(b) Is it a fact that one Superintendent wrote in the office order 
hook that no member of the clerk’s family except his wife and children 
must remain with him in the quarters ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : The Government have no information. It is - 
open to the aggrieved persons to represent the matter through the 
usual channel. 

Present Time Scale of Pay of the Lower Division Clerks op the 
Offioe of the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, 

Dutt: (a) Will the Government please state 
when the present time-scale of pay of the lower division clerks of the 
Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, was introduced ? 
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(6) Will the Government please state how many times the lower 
division men under the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, have 
submitted their memorials since the introduction of the present scale and 
what were the stteps taken by the Government ? 

The. Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : {a) The 1st ]\Iareh. 
1924. 

(&) The attention of the Honourable Member is drawn to the final 
reply given to question No. 1242 by Mr. Jogiah on the 26th March, 
1927, a copy of which will be found in the Library. 

Time Scale op Pay for Senior Postmen. 

366. 1^. Amar Nath Dutt : {a) Is it a fact that a time-scale of pay 
of Rs. 50-0-0 to E« 100-0-0 has been sanctioned for the senior postmen ? 

(b) If the answer be in the affirmative, do the Government propose 
to revise the lower division scale in near future ? 

(c) If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) It is presumed 
that by senior postmen the Honourable Member means head postmen. 
If so, it is a fact that a time scale of pa 3 ’’ of Rs. 50—5—100 has been 
sanctioned for the head postmen in Calcutta. 

(&) and (c). The attention of the Honourable Member is drawn 
to the final reply given to question No. 1242 by Mr. Jogiah on the 26th 
March, 1927. 


Pay op Lower Division Clerks of the Office op the Accountant 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, 

366. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that an uniform scale 
of Rs. 40-0-0 to Rs. 80-0-0 has been sanctioned for all the lower division men 
under the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs ? 

(i) Is it a fact that no such uniformity has been maintained in the 
upper division scale under the same official ? 

(c) If the answer be in the affirmative, do the Government propose to 
revise the lower division scale on that basis ? 

(d) If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The attention of the 
Honourable Member is drawn to the final reply given to question No. 
677 asked by him on the 7th September, 1925, a copy of which will be 

found in the Library. 

Retirement of Members of the Clerical Establishment of the 

Railway Board. • 

367. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : With reference to the reply given in 
this House to starred question No. 1411 on 24th March 1926, regarding 
the retirement of members of the clerical establishment of the office ot 
the Railway Board, will Government be pleased to state whether any 
decision has since been arrived at, and, if so, what t 

Mr A A L. Parsons : Yes. In addition to the men who were 
prematurely retired a further reduction of five posts has been effected. 
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EXBMPTIO^’ OF THE RaIMVAV BoARB FROM THE BULES GOVERNINO RecRUIT- 

1.IENT OF Staff through the Staff Self.ction Board. 

368. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : («.) Witlv reference to the reply given 
in this House to slarrert question No. 1402 on 24th March, 102(5, will 
Government bo pleased to state .since when (ho Railway Board became free 
from the operations of the Staff Selection Board ? 

(b) "Was it ever oflicially announced either by the Railway Board or 
by the Statf Selection Board or by the Home Dejnirtment ? If .so, when 
and where ■ 

(c) Is there any other department or attachocl ofliee under the Gov¬ 
ernment of India which has been similarly exempted ? Tf not, what are 
the reasons for exemption in the case of the Railway Board .' 

(d) In what respect does the ordinary clerical work of the Railway 
Board differ from that of other offices ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) In March 1925. 

(b) No. 

(c) The answer to the first part of the question i.s in the affirmative. 
The second part does not arise, 

(d) The work is of a sjiecialised and toclinical nature. 

Recruitment of Clerical Staff for the Office of Tin-: Railway Board. 

369. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that recruitment or 
tinpassed men was allowed as a special concession to post,s requiring 
technical or .special qualifications sub.icet to the previous approval of toe 
Home Department ? If .so, why were not the regulation.s of the Staff 
Selection Board made applicable in the case of recruitment of clerical 
staff for the office of the RaiRvay Board 7 

(&) In how many cases was the approval of the Home Department 
obtained ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (o) The I’eply to the first part of the ques¬ 
tion is in the affirmative. As to the second part,, general exemption 
has been granted in view of the fact that recruitment of men with 
technical qualifications i.s not an exceptional feature in the case of the 
Railwaj' Department as in other Departments! 

(b) Does not arise. ' 

Recruitment op the Clerical Staff for the Office of the 

Railway Board. 

370. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that the Railway Board 
-was not excluded from the operations of the Staff Selection Board in the 
notifications regarding their examinations issued by that body for the 
information of the public in 1920, 1921 and 1922 7 

(^) Is it also a fact that a number of permanent men in the second 
division , and many temporary men of' the'Railway Board were sent in to 
qualify themselves for the upper division’ appointments of the Board’s 
office, of whom a good number failed ? • , 
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' (c) If the answers to (a) and (ft) be in the affirmative, will Govern¬ 

ment be pleased to state why this was done if the Railway Board is free to 
recruit its clerical staff independent of the Staff Selection Board ? 

(d) Has the nature of tlie clerical duties in the Railway Board under¬ 
gone a radical change since 1922 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) Yes. 

(h) A certain number of the Board’s staff sat voluntarily for the 
. examination and some were unsuccessful. 

(c) Exemption had not been granted to the Railway Board at that 
time. 

(d) No. 

Total Strength of the Clerical Staff of the Office of the Railway 
Board on the 31st January 1927, 

371, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : With reference to the replj'^ given in this 
House to starred question No. 634 on 2nd February, 1923, will Government 
be pleased to state what was the total clerical strength on 31st January 
1927 in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd. divisions on the pei-maneht establishment in 
the Railway Board, and what was the number of temporary clerks on that 
date t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The total clerical strength on the 31st 
January, 1927, was 30 in the 1st Division, 43 in the 2nd Division and 32 
in the 3rd Division. There ^vere 14 temporary clerks filling vacancies 
caused by men who had proceeded on deputation. 

( 

Recruitment for Leave Vacancies in the Clerical Establishment of 
THE Office of the Railway Board. 

372. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is it a fact that men are recruited in leave 
vacancies in the clerical establishment of the Railway Board ? If so, will 
Government please state the reason for continuing this practice in spite of 
the statement made in reply to starred question No. 634 on 2nd Februai-y 
1925 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; The answer to the first part of the question 
is in the negatNe, and the second part does not arise. 


Recruitment of Outsiders as Clerks in the Office of the Railway 

Board. 


373. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a.)- How many clerks were recruited in 
■ the Railway Board’s office from outside during the past two years ? 

(h) How many of them were required to fill in posts in which technical 
qualifications outside the scope of the Staff Selection Board were necessary 1 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) I am not sure what the Honourable 
Member means by recruitment from outside, but if he is referring to 
rGcruits avIio ‘wexe "not 'obtained from tbe Staff Selection Board, ttie 
number engaged from the 1st of Sepl ember, 1926, to the 31st of Mai eh, 
1928, to fill vacancies in permanent posts in the Board’s office was 32. 
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(i) 14 of these men had special technical qualifications and of tho 
lemainder, a good many were appointed to fill short term vacancies. 

Ajrticle in the Fonvard op 3bd Febeuary, 1926, headed “ Eailway 

Board’s mismanagement.” 

374. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Has the attention of the Govermnent been 
drawn to an article headed “ Railwaj' Board’s mismanagement ” which 
appeared in the Fonvard of 3rd February 1926 1 If .so, will Government 
be pleased to state whether the allegations made in the last paragraph 
thereof are correct ? If so, what if any, action has been taken by the 
Government t 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons ; I have not been able to get hold of a copy 
of this back number of the periodical mentioned. 

Stay in Simla throughout the Year of the Office of the JIasteb 

- General of Supply. 

376. Kfr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that the annual move of 
the Government of India offices including the Branches of Army Head¬ 
quarters to and from Simla is determined primarily by climatic considera¬ 
tions ? 

(6) Is it also a fact that since the allotment to the civil departments 
and their attached offices of the Secretariat Buildings at New Delhi, the old 
Secretariat Buildings at Old Delhi are allotted to the Branches of Army 
Headquarters and the Militaiy Finance Department 7 

(c) With reference to the reply given in this House on 13th Septem¬ 
ber 1927 to clause (&) of starred question No. 927, Avill Government be 
pleased to state why except the Master General of Supply Branch all other 
Branches of Army Headquarters get the accommodation required at Old 
Delhi 7 

(d) Is it a fact that the Master General of Supply never asked for 
accommodation in Delhi even for a portion of his staff 7 

(e) If the reply to (a) above is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether the staff of the Master General of Supply Branch 
are .not affected by their stay in Simla all throughout the year 7 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) The annual move of the Government of India 
offices, including branches of Army Headquarters, to Simla, for the hot 
weather, is determined primarily by climatic considerations. 

(b) A portion of the Secretariat Buildings at Old Delhi has been 
temporarily allotted to Branches of Army Headquarters and certain sec¬ 
tions of the Military Finance Branch until they can be moved to New 
Delhi. 

(c) The Master General of Supply Branch, like other Branches of ' 
Army Headquarters, has been given the accommodation it requires at 
Old Delhi. 

(d) No, Sir. 

(e) Not adversely affected.. The climate of Simla in the winter i.s 
considered healthy and bracing. 
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Eepoet of Mr, Heseltine on the Clerical Establishments of the Army 

Headquarters. . ‘ 


376. Mr, Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Has the attention of the Govern- 
jnent been drawn to the articles under the headlines, ‘ ‘ Simla News—^Army 
Betrenchment, Hardworked Indians ”—^which appeared in the Simla Edition 
of the Hindustan Times of the 17th April, 1928 .? 

{!}) "Will Government please state whether in his Beport on the clerical 
estahlishments of the Army Headquarters, klr. Heseltine has, inter alia; 
remarked : 

[i) That a large percentage of clerks employed at Army Head¬ 
quarters is in excess of requirements ? 

(ii) That the Indian clerks employed in Army Headquarters are 
made to work hard, and in fact they are the real workers ? 

(Hi) That the highly paid European clerks (technical, military soldier 
and ea:-soldier clerks) are merely luxury clerks who have 
very little work ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the heads of Branches and other European officers 
of the Army Headquarters have resented the above» remarks 7 If so, on 
what ground 7 

(d) Is it also a fact that an ex-soldier officer of the Military Finance 
Department has been deputed to examine and report on the above remarks ! ‘ 

(e) Is it a fact that the report submitted by Mr. Heseltine is still being 
treated by the Establishment Officer as a confidential document ? If so, 
why ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

(&) to (d). The Beport deals with questions- of adpiinistcativei 
economy within Branches of Army Headquarters ; it is still under 
departmental consideration, and Government have no intention at present 
of submitting it to public discussion. I may add, however, that the 
information conveyed to the Honourable Member is far from accurate. 

(e) For the reasons given above, the report is_ coiifidential,_ and is, 
or should be, treated as such by anyone who has official access to it. 


Creation of a Leave Reserve for the Branches op Army Head¬ 
quarters. 


377 Iffir hmn.r Nath Dutt : (a) With reference to the reply to 
starred question No. 925 of the 13th September, 1927, will Government be 
pleased to state whether any decision has yet been arrived ^ in regard to 
the creation of a leave reserve for the Branches of Army Headquarters . 

(i) If not, will Government, please say when the decision is likely to 
be arrived at ? 


(c) Is it a fact that a large number of temporary and officiating clerlm 
in Army Headquarters are awaiting confirmation on the creation of the 
leave reserve ? 


Mr. G. M. Young : (a) No. 

(b) "When the report of the officer referred to in question No. 925 
of 13th September, 1927, has been fully examined.- 
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(c) The creation of .n leave reserve ^vould naturally jiiereasc tlic 
numbers of the pormanonl. cslablishmont, but no guarantee can be given 
ns to the precise composition of the reserve. 

Direct Carle Connection between London anu India. 

378. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Ha.s tlie allontion 
of Government been drawn to the i)ai*agrai)li published in the issue of the 
Englishman of the 27th August 1928, page 9, under tlie heading “ Direct 
Cable Sy.stem—features of new ra])i<i .service—Automatic working "? 

(Z;) If so, will Government plea.sc state if it is n fact that London i.s 
now in direct touch with India without any rctran-sinission of messaiges being 
required at intermediate points ? 

Mr; P. G. Rogers ; (a) and (?>). Ye.s. 


'Town Inspectors oi' Post Opkices in Calcutt’a. 


379. Mr. Amar Nath Dntt : 1. ((f) Has the attention of the (iov- 
ernment been drawn to tlie editorial eonimeiUs.in the issues of the Amrila 
BazarFatrih'a dateil the Ibtii and the 22nd Dlay, 1928, and the 8th fnnl the 
23rd June 1928 regarding the cases of the Town Insiieetons of I?ost Oiliccs 
in Calcutta ? 

' {h) If so, what action li;is been taken by tlip (ioveriinient to remedy 

the grievances complained of ? 

2. Has the attention of the Government been drawn to page SOS o£ 
Lalour, dated October 1927, regarding the endorsement of the Government 
Orders 11 P. T. E., dated tlie .IGtli September 1927, by the Postmaster- 
General, Bengal in his No. A.-94, dated the 17th October 1927, to the address 
of the Presidency Postmaster, Calcutta, and the First Class Head Post- 
mastei's in the Bengal Circle, callhig for a report in tlie spirit of the afore¬ 
said Government Orders regarding the suiinbility of their direct subordi¬ 
nate.? ? 


3. Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the reports ol 
the Presidency Postmaster, Calcnlta, and the Fir.sl Class Head Postmasters 
regarding the suitability of the then permanent Town Inspectons, as stated 
at page 7 of the General Letter No. 3, dated July 1928, from the A.ssocia- 
fion-of All-India Postal Town Inspectors, Indin'and Burma ? 

4. Is it a fact that the reports of the Presidency Postmaster and the 
First Class Postma.sters were called for by the Postmaster General, Bengal " 
If so, what action has been taken upon the reimrts ? 

5. Is it a fact that the appeals from the Town Inspectors who had been 
made to revert to the clerical line have been recommended by their immediate 
superior.? for their retention in their substantive posts of Postal Town 
Inspectors and is it also a fact that the Director-f:eneral, Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs, has also recommended their case to the Government of India ? If 
so, what action, if any, has been taken on the same ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : Government have seen some 
but not all of the papers mentioned by the Hononrable ^lemheit. . Re- 
pi es^entations from^ Town Inspectors and others regarding the operation 
of the orders relating to the appointments of Touni Inspectors have been 
received and are at present under my. consideration. - 
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Eemovad oe the Oeeiob or the CoMrassioNER OE Income-tax, Bihar and 
Orissa, from Ranchi to Patna. 

380. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; («.) With reference to my starred 
question No. 708 -of the 31.st August. 1927, regarding the desirability of 
removing the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and Ox'issa, 
from Ranchi to Patna, have the Government received any representation 
from the Bihar and Orissa Chamber of Commerce on the subject, in which 
file Committee point out that Ranchi is an out of the way, inaccessible place, 
while Patna is the most suitable centre, and the offices dealing with the 
heavier assessments as also the largest in number are situated in Bihar, 
and proper legal help is not available at Ranchi ? 

(b) Is not the main function of the Commissioner of Income-tax the 
supervision of district offices, and the hearing of appeals and is it a fact 
that it can be more efficiently peidormed at Patna ? 

(c) Do Government propose, both from the point of view of admini.s- 
trative efficiency, and public convenience, to remove the office of the Com¬ 
missioner of Income-tax from Ranchi to Patna ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; (a) Yes. 

(b) The supervision of district offices and the hearing of appeals are 
among the main functions of the Commissioner of Income-tax. As to the 
headquarters of the officer Avho lias to perform these functions in Bihar and 
Orissa, the GoA'ernment are not satisfied that the selection of Patna instead 
of Ranchi ivould make any apiireeiable difference in efficiency for reasons 
stated in my predecessor’s reply to the Honourable Member’s preAUOus 
question No. 708 of 31st August, 1927. 

(c) No. 


Total Quantity of Coal provided for Hot Water fob Baths in thb 
Cart Road Quarters, Simla, Last Year. 

381. IMr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government kindly state the 
total quantity of coal ndth its actual price, provided for hot water for baths 
in the Cart Road quarters last year ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MoWatters : A total quantity of 180 
mauuds of charcoal at an actual price of Rs. 461 was provided for hot 
Avater for baths in the Cart Road quarters last year. 


DESPATCH RELATING TO THE CONSTITUTION OF A SEPARATE 
OFFICE FOR THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar (Home Member) : Sir, I lay on the 
table the Government of India’s despatch of the 26th Jul}’", 1928, to the 
Secretaiy of State, relating to the con.stitution of a separate self-contained 
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office of the Legislative Assembly. Copie-s ivill bo circubiled to Jlniioiirable 
Jlembers this afternoon. 


No. 2 OP 1928. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
liEGISLATl VE DEl’A RT.M ENT. 


ASSEMDI.S'. 


To 

The Right HoxociiiiBLE the EARL of BIRNENHEAD, 

Eis Majci,iij’s Sccrctarn of Hiate for India. 

Simla, the 36th Julij JOSS. 

Subject. —Constitviion of a separate self.contained office of the Legislative Assemhhj. 
My Lord, 

We have the honour to address yon on tlic subject of the separation of the 
Legislative Assembl}’ staff from the Legislative Dcpaitmcut. Your Lordship is 
doubtless aivare that, under the system vhieh has been in force from the introduc¬ 
tion of the Montagu-Chelmsford< Reforms the administrative and clerical work of 
both Chambers of the Indian Legislature has been carried on by the Legislative 
Department. The Secretary to tlio Goveruniont of India in the Legislative Depart¬ 
ment is, by order of the Governor General passed nndei rule 5 of the Indian Logisla- 
tiv’^e Rules, Secretary of both Chambers ; Joiiu and Deputj' Secretaries in the 
Legislative Department are bj’ a similar order Assistants to the Secretary of the 
A.?sembly_and of the Council of State and tlie clerks at the table for both Chambers 
are supplied from among their number, while the v.diole of the clerical establishment 
is provided from the ministerial staff of the Legislativ(i Department. From time to 
time the question of liaving a separate ostablisiimont for the Assembly has been 
raised in that Chamber and in Appendix A a detailed index of these references prior 
to the last session has been compiled. Questions were asked again in the last 
session and notice was given of a resolution ir the following terms : 

“ This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that he be 
pleased to take immediate steps to give effect to the proposals submit¬ 
ted by tlie Honourable the President for the creation of a separate 
Secretariat for the Legislative Assembly with such modifications as 
may be deemed necessary- li.aving due regard to the dignity .and importance 
of the House.” 

The notice was given by fifteen members of the Assembly, among whom were mom- 
■ bers of the Congress, Nationalist and Independent Partick The resolution was not 
entered in the ballot and neither of the relevant gr.ants was reached in the voting of 
denimds. In fact no decision has ever been reached in the Assembly, but this may be 
attnbuted to the f.act that the vole for the Legislative bodies is generally not reached 
rn the discussion stage of the voting of demands. The view of Government was definitely 

follmving toms »• question by Mr. K. C. Neogy, in the 

. The question was exhaustively examined after the luchcape Committee sub- 

initted its Report ; and it has been decided that for the present in the 
imercsts both of economy and efficiency it is desirable that the business 
of the Legislate 0 should continue to be conducted by the Legislative 
Department of the Government of India.” 

concurrence of Sir Frederick Whyte, the first Pre- 
nt+n-.,* V Legislative Assembly ; but since it was given the position has to a certain 
extent, been changed by the appointment of an elected President. 

nt Certain sections 'of the House that the independence 

•11 It Pi'fisident is threatened by the dose contact into which he is brought 

Tnt-,Tv nC t^iat the Secretary of the Assembly is also Sec- 

'L . . Department, and, as such, a member of the Legislative 

tl'sUhiw''T il shared by us but we do not wish to appear to be 

nuatler ^ Tt ic °5 ^I'csident supported by any section of the Assembly in this 
' “Illy that the President should be independent but also 
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tiiat there should be no room for the suggestion that the present constitution of the 
Assembly cstablisliment is maintained with a view co cuibiiig his independenee. When, 
therefore, the President presented to Government in August 1927 a scheme 
for the separation of the Assembly establishment, \v'hich is attached to this despatch 
as Appendix B, we felt ourselves obliged, in exjimniing it, to take into account the 
that the present S 3 'stem affected prejudiciall}' the independence of the 
President, and we have reached the conehision that the time has come for separating 
the A^semblj’' establishment from the Legislative Department. In reaching this 
conclusion we have been influenced Jiot onl^' bj' tlie feeling that Government should 
not be subject to the charge however false of exercising an improper influence over 
tlie President but bj' other and more cogent reasons. Li the first place, we niaj' 
be said to have accepted publicly the principle of"'ll separate establishment in the 
debates on the motions of Eao Bahadur Subrahmanaj-ani in September 1922, and 
Mr. Ginwala on IStli Alarch 1923, and though we might with reason continue to 
postjrone the application of the principle for some time yet, we should certainlj' be 
met with a strong demand for a separate establishment when the new constitution 
comes into operation. It is in our view preferable to have the change made now at a 
time of comparative administrative case than to await the introduction of the reform¬ 
ed constitution with all the administrative turmoil rvhieh must come with it. 
It is possible that the establishment now proposed hy ns will require enlargement 
to meet the needs of the new constitution but the addition to the existing organisa¬ 
tion will be an easier matter than the setting up of a new organisaiton. 

3. We have considered as an alternative the possibility of having an officer . of 
the Legislative Department of loiver rank than Secretarj’ of the Department appointed 
to be Secretarj’ of the Assemblj' by the Governor General. This would 
practieall}’ mean the separation within the Department for the period of the session' 
of an establishment for the conduct of the business of the Assembly. We are 
satisfied, however, that such a procedure would not meet the wishes of the President 
and the Assembly and we think that it would be said, not without some justification, 
that a Secretary of the Assembly who was subordinate to the Secretary of the 
Legislative Department would be in a somewhat invidious position. So long as the 
Secret.aries of the Departments of the Government of India are required to serve as 
members of either Chamber, the exercise bj’’ the Secretary of the Legislative Depart¬ 
ment of control over a Secretarj' of the Assemblj' v.ho was in fact an officer subordi¬ 
nate to him in the Department would be apprehended and the cry would continue that 
the independenee of the Chair was in danger. 

4. Before we enter into the detailed examination of the scheme jiropoaed by the 
President, we think it right to explain why we are not at the same time proposing 
to set up a separate establishment for the Council of State, or an establishment joint 
Tfith that of the Legislative Assembly. In the first place, there has been no 
demand either from the President or from the memhers of the Council of State and so 
long as the President is appointed by the Governor General it is not expected that 
there will be any such demand. In the second place, owing to the feeling of 
jealousy which the Assembl.y entertains towards the Council of State, it would not be 
possible to have a joint estJiblishment for the two Chambers. Lastly, the volume of . 
work transacted bj’ the Council of State is so much less than that transacted by the ' 
Assemblj' that it would in our opinion be an improper ejLpenditnre of the public 
funds to set up a separate establishment for the Council^ of State. With the 
separation of the Assembly staff according to our proposals it is possible to set against 
the new appointment of a Secretary to the Legislative Assembly the abolition of the 
appointment of Additional Joint Secretary' in the^ Legislative Department, but it 
would not be possible to make any further reduction in the staff of the Legislative 
Department even though a separate Secretary were to he constituted for the Council 
of State. 

5. We have accordingly reached the conclusion tliat for the present we should 
separate the staff of the Legislative Assembly only. The sauction of Jour Lord¬ 
ship is required to the creation on a permanent basis of the new appointments of 
Secretary, Deputy Secretary and Assistant Seeretaiy of the Legislative Assembly 
and to the abolition of the appointment of Additional Joint Secretary in the Legisla¬ 
tive Department. As the last-mentioned post is borne on the cadre of the Indian 
Civil Service, its abolition will involve the reduction of the cadre of that Service Dy 
one.superior and one inferior post. 

‘ li The establishment which wc, propose for the new Assembly office is set out in 
Appendix C. It will be observed that the President in his scheme propo.ses a Sec¬ 
retary on Ks.' 3,000 per month' aiut a Deputy SecroUi.y on Rs. 1,750 per mouth. We 
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propose that tlio pay of the Secretary should be Jls, 2,i500 rising to I?s. 3,250 by annual 
inerements of Es. 75, and tliat tlie pay of the Depjuty Secretary sliould be Es. 1,500 
rising to Es. 2,000 by annual increments of Es. .'>0. I’lie reason for putting these two 
posts on an incremental pay is that the incumbents cannot look to any promotion out¬ 
side the Assembly Oftice, and that each will in the ordinary course hold his appointment' 
for a long term of years. 

7. The Secretary, and his Assistants under the titles of Deputy Secretary and 
Assistant Secretary,'will be appointed by the Governor General under Eule 5 of the 
Indian Legislative Eules. The appoinbnent of Secretaiy should be included in 
the list of posts in the upper grade qualifying fer superior pension under Article 
d75-A. of the Civil Service Eegulations. We also propmsc that the appointment should 
bo added to those specified in Buie 9S of the Pundaracntal Eules. The 
incumbent of the appointment will ordinarily be domiciled in Asia, and in the ab¬ 
sence of special provision he would be governed Lj- the ordinarj- leave rules con¬ 
tained in the Fundamental Rules. As lie will usually not obtain leave save during 

intervals between sessions of the Assembly, he should, we think, receive the more 
favourable treatment in the matter of taking short leave on full pay which is accord¬ 
ed to the officers to whom Rule 98 applies. An additional reason for this proposal 
is that in future the appointment is likely to bo filled either direct from the Bar or 
by the succession of the Deputj’ Secretary who will probably himself have been 
recruited from the Bar, so tliat in cither ease the holder of the appointment of Secre¬ 
tary will have entered service at a comparat’vcly advanced age. Acceptance of 
this' proposal would autoui.atically attract the provisions of Rule 56 (c) (Hi) of tlio 
Fundamental Rules ; but while we are of opinion that the office is pre-eminently 
pae iu \\hich long service will conduce to efficiency, we are not prepared to give the 
incumbent the right of serving till he reaches the age of sixty. In the event, there¬ 
fore, of Your Lordship approving the inclusion of the appointment iu Eule 98, we 
request you to exclude it expressly from Eule 56 (c) (Hi). 

S. In ■view of the rates of pay suggested, the proposed appointments of Deputy 
Secretary and Assistant Secretary also require Your Lordship’s sanction. The 
principal duties of the Deputy Secretary will be to dispose of such work as the 
Secretary delegates to him and to be available to assist the President ■\vhen the 
Secretary is engaged at the table or otherwise preoccupied, and lastly' to take the 
l.lace of the Secretary when the Secretary is engaged on work on behalf of the 
President or for any other reason is not in a position to sit at the table. Either 
the Secretary or the Deputy Secretary will be continuously at the table while the 
House is in session. We are not proposing that the post of Deputy Secretary should 
be-created on a temporary basis because we are of opinion that'in the earlier years 
at any rate the necessity for the post is clear, and if it is created on a temporary- 
basis it will be difficult to obtain a suitable person to fill it. When, how'over, a 
vacancy arises -by reason of the resignation of the first Secretaiy appointed, we sliall 
consider whether it is necessary to continue tlie appointment of Deputly Secretarj-. 
The principal duties of the Assistant Secretary will be to supervise the office cstab-, 
‘.lishmcnt outside the House, and in the House to keeq) a check on the course of amend¬ 
ments to legislation in order to ensure that Bills passed by the Assembly are printed- 
up in the form in which they arc passed. 

.•9. On the question of the status of the new office we are not in agreement -with 
the President or, so far as we understand, with tlie members of the Assembly who 
are asking for a separate establishment'. The demand of the members of the 
Assembly has generally been expressed in the form of a demand for an establishment. 
of their oivn independent of Government control and responsible only to the. 
Assembly. This demand is reflected in the scheme of the President in the foUowing 
sentence : 

‘ ‘ Moreover the members of the Assembly hesitate at present to ask the Legisla- 
: tive Department to get their own work done but with a separate' office 

the position will be quite different and it is apprehended that there will 
be a good deal of extra work thrown on the new office ”. 

In other words, it is anticipated by the President that the ser-vdees of the separate 
establishment will be at the disposal of members for the preparation of questions, 
resolutions, bibs, and any other work which the members may require of them. Again, 
the President describes his demand as a demand for an office of his own.’ 
Our -idew is that the establishment is to serve the Assembly in its collective capacity 
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and not the individual inenibers of t!io Assembly. Equally, as Government fur¬ 
nishes a portion of the members of the Assembly and does its work through the 
Assembly, it is entitled to demand that the office of the Legislative Assembly 
shall not be the office of the President of the Legislative Assembly. Our proposal 
is that the office of the Legislative Assembly should, to all intents, and purposes, be 
au independent office. The requirements of the constitution demand that it should 
be linked with the Iinj>ei'ial Secretariat and the natural status for it is that of an 
attached office, that is to say, an office attached to one of the Departments of the 
Government of India, at the head of which will be the Secretary of the Legislative 
Assembly. In reaching onr conclusions as to the relations between the President 
and the Secretary of the Assembly we have been guided bj' what we understand to 
bo the constitution of the establishment of the ITousc of Commons. The Secre¬ 
tary of the Legislative Asscmbl;\ 'vrill correspond to the Clerk of the House and the 
Deputy Secretarj- and the Assistant Secretary will correspond to the Clerks Assistant. 
The remaining members of the establishment will he appointed by the Secretary, 
in the first instance from the members of the Legislative Department who 
will he placed at his disposal fo'r that purpose. Thereafter the establishment 
will he recruited by the Secretary of the Legislative Assembly in the manner in 
which the ministerial establishments of the Government of India Secretariat are 
recruited and will serve under preeisel}' the same conditions in re.spect of pay, dis¬ 
cipline and the like as those establishments. The Secretary of the Legislative 
Assembly will have the ordinarj- powers of the head of an attached office and the Pre¬ 
sident of the Legislative Assembty will not have anything to do rvith the details 
of the administration of this office. The Secretary will be in close relations on 
the one hand with the President of the Legislative Assembly and on the other hand 
with the Leader of the House, but he will be subordinate to neither. 


10. Our conclusion then is that the Office of the Legislative Assembly should 
be an Attached Office working under its own lica,d, the Seerctarj', and administering 
itself. The Assembly Office will be attached to whichever Department^ of • the 
Government of India it may be found most convenient to attach it, but in respect 
of matters involving exqienditure and of all financial matters generally it will maintain 
direct relations with the Finance Department. It will be observed that in the Presi¬ 
dent’s scheme it is proposed that the President should frame the budget of the 
Assembly office and that the budget so framed should^ be accepted withorrt 
question by the Department which presents it, and the position of the Chartered 
High Courts in this respect is cited as analogous. IVe are unable to accept this 
claim or the President eitiior on belialf of himself or on behalf of the High Courts. 
A refereneo to paragraph S of the Letters Patent of the Calcutta High Court is 
sufficient for this purpose. The budgets of the High Courts are included under 
the provincial head “ Administration of Justice ” and in their pr^aration 
are liable to control in the case of the Calcutta High Court by the Governor 

altogether inappropriate that the President tjjg Assembly Office. 

!««r o„ ,0» ..a, 



926 


LE&ISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[17th Sept, 1928. 


the purposes of discipliiiar.v control. Over the Secretary, the Doi)uty and 
Assistant Secretaries of the now oflice the President has not proposed that he 
should personally exercise disciplinary control but he was of opinion that those 
tliree oilieers should be liable to be. romoved by the Governoi General on an address 
voted by the Legisfa^ive'-'Asseinbly. Wh-ju informed that the Government of India 
could not agree in existing circumstances to expose the servants of the Crown to 
such a contingency, he modified his demand to the extent of proposing that tile 
Assembly should be enabled to vote an adili'ess to the Governor General, and the 
President, independently of the Assembly, should also be enabled to present a request 
to the Governor General, and that the result of either of tliose proceedings should be 
that the Governor General would hold or cause to be hold an inquiry into the conduct 
of the officer concerned. We have not found ourselves able to accept either of these 
proposals for two reasons. In the first place the salaries of these officers will, unless 
they should happen, and this is not to be expected, to be persons appointed by, or 
with the approval of His Ma.icst 3 ', or of Your Lordship in Council, be votablc and conse- 
quentlj' the Assemblj' will have such cojitrol as is reasonable over them. In the 
second place, we consider that the President has an adeqiuite remedy in his right 
■of direct access to the Governor General, in exercise of which he will alwaj’s be in 
a position to make representations to him against the conduct of the Secretary or 
the Deputy or Afsistaut Secretar_y. 

11. We have stated above tliat wo are asking 1'our Lordship’s sanction to the 
abolition of the post of Additional Joint Seerotnyv in the Legislative Department on 
the creation of the post of Secretarj' of the Legislative Assemblj’, our intention 
being that Mr. S. C. Gupta, the present incumbent of the post of Additional Joint 
Secretary in the Legislative Department, should be appointed to the post of Seo- 
retarj' of the Legislative Assembly—his initial pay in the post being fixed bj- the 
operation of rule 22 of the Pundamental Hides at Hs. ,'?,02,') per mensem. We trust 
that the abolition of the appointment of Additional .Joint Secretary wUl be perma¬ 
nent, but we cannot, of course, anticipate what will be tlio requirements of the De¬ 
partment under the new constitution and we must utter the warning that it is not 
itnHkely that an additional tenipoiai'j' appointment of Additional Joint Secretary will 
be necessary for some time when the Government of India are considering the Eeport 
of the Statutoi'y Commission and thereafter when thei- are putting into operation the 
scheme of the reformed constitution. 

12. It will be observed that the scheme, both as submitted by the President and 
as re-vised by us, does not provide separately and expressly for the personal staff of 
the President. In cifcct the Marshal, a retired Indian Arm^- officei, is of that staff 
as also is one stenographer who has the title of Personal Assistant to the President 
and is reallj' the private secretary of the President. There are also certain ohaprasi^ 
wiic are attached to the President. We propose, and the President agrees, that ho 
should select his Personal Assistant from the stenographers in the Assombh- Offleo 
auid that the Assembly Office should place at his disposal chaprasu in suitable 
numbers. The Marshal will continue to be appointed bj^ the Governor Gener.al 
in Council, neither our scheme nor that of the President provides for the appoint- 
•meut of a separate Legal Adviser for the President. Tlie question of obtaining 
independent legal advice for the President is likelj- to come up, but the President 
iias so far made no proposal, and as he has expressed a desire tliat the Assembly 
Office scheme should be settled without delaj-, wo have not thought fit to await 
his proposals for the appointment of a Legal Adviser. At present it seems unlikely 
that the President would be in a position to secure the wliole-time services of Counsel, 
and it is more probable that he will ask for a .sum to be provided in tlie budget to 
meet tlie expenses of consulting Counsel from time to time. 

We have tlie honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servants, 
(Signed) B. N. MITEA. 

Md. HABIBULLAH. 

,, G. EATNY. 

,. J. CEEEAE. 

„ - D. P. MLTDLA.- . - - - . 
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APPENDIX A TO THE DISPATCH. 

Statement shoimng occastons when the question of a separate ofjice es'ahhshmtnt foi Picsideilt, 

Legislative Assembly, ivas discussed. 




No. 

^ Date. 

t 

1 

Where 
subject was 
raised. 

B3' whotri. 

References. 

1 

1 5 th Mar. 1921 

Assembty 

Mr. E. L. Price 
(Resolution). 

Assembly Debates, Tol. 
I, Pait I, page 595. 

2 

22nd Sep. 1921 

Do. .. 

Dr. (now Sir) Hari 
Singh Gour. 

Assembly Debates, Vol. | 
II, page 829 (Un¬ 
starred question No. 2\. 

3 

16th Mar. 1925 

Do. .. 

Mr. P. P. Ginwala .. 

Assembljf Debates, Vol. 

1 n. Part III, page ( 
3166. ! 

4 

Do. 

Do. .. 

Dr. (now Sir) Hari 
Singh Gour. 

Assemblj’^ Debates, Vol.' 
II, Part III, page | 
3167. 

6 

Do. 

Do. .. 

Ml'. President (The 
Hon’ble Sir F. Wliy- 
te). 

Assembly Debates, Vol. 
II, Part III, page 
3169, 

6 

22nd Sep. 1922 

Do. .. 

Rao Bahadur C. S. 

Subrahmanj'^m 

(Resolution). 

Assembly Debates, Vol. 
Ill, Parti, page 772. 

7 

15th Mar. 1923 

Do. .. 

Mr. P. P. Ginwala .. 

Asseinblj’’ Debates, Vol. 
Ill, Part V, page 
3461. 

8 

Do. 

Do. 

Mr. President (The 
Hon’ble Sir F. Why¬ 
te). 

Assembly Debates, Vol. 
Ill, Part V, page 3464.1 

9 

1st Feb. 1924 

Do. .. 

Mr. K. C. Neog3' • • 

Assembly Debates, Vol. 
IV, Part I, page 28 (St¬ 
arred question No. 9). 

10 

18th Feb. 1924 

Do. 

Khan Bahadur Sar- 
faraz Hussain JGian. 

Assembly Debates, Vol. 
IV, Part I, page 686 ^ 
(Starred question No. | 
391). 

11 

19th Sep. 1924 

Do. 

Diwan Bahadur T. 
Rangachariar. 

Assemblj”^ Debates, Vol. 
IV, Part VI, page ' 
3766 (Starred question 
No. 2212). 

12 

23rd Feb. 1926 

Do. 

Diwan Bahadur T. 
Rangachariar. 

Assemblj'Debates, Vol.l 
VII, Part II, page 1648 
(Starred question No. 
968). 

l.S 

16th Mar. 1927 

!Do« • ■ 

Sir Hari Singh (?our 
(For Sardar Gulab 
Singh). 

Assembly Debates, page 
2333 (Starred question 1 
No. 971). 1 

1 
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No.' 

When- 

Date. subje.'twaa' By who.n. 

raised. 

lU'frri IV ^ K 

1 

U ' 

Ifttli Mar. liV27| As’emblv Mr, Pn-siilent (Tiic 

As'ieinlily Debate's page 

1 

1 HouMde Mr. V. <1. 

22 : 11 . 

1 

' Paled). 


16 ; 

21st Mar, H»27l Do. .. . l^ir llari .<mgh tbmr '1 

.Awiembiv Debater, pnjpi 

1 

1 

! 2-!;)l.> (.Starred quo- 


\ 1 
1 

tion Xo. 1076). 

16 ^ 

I8th Aug. 1027' Do. .. Mr. tSava Prasad Singh 

A'K.einblv Debated, page 


1 

2f*i<0 (.Starred qiiee- 


i 

tion Xo. 27). 


POOTNOTK.— 


Durinp tho disous-Mion of tho dcmnnds for pmut*! in Jfnreli IfCTi Stirdsr Giilnfi Singh 
gtivo notice of a " cut ” under the head “ Ijt'piHlative Bodit-i’’(Dematul Xo. 2f'j in 
order to raise tho subject of a Heparate oflice cstnhljuliinfjil for P. L. A. Again in March 
102G Diwau Bahadur T. Uangnchnrinr gave noUco of a “ cut ” under ttio head '* 
lativo Department" (Demand Xo. 32) M'ilh tfio same ohje<'l in view. Tlie.-* niolions 
vroro not, liou'ovcr, reaclictl. 

In Afarch 1028 Jlr. 8. X. Haji gave notice of a “ cut’’under (Ueniand X<>. 20) 
“Legislative Bodies”—to discuss the provision of a sejiaratc Secretariat for the 
Legislative Assembly, and in connection uith (Demand Xn. OO) ” Ix’gislative Depart- 
mont’’notices of motions for reduction svitli a view to raisinc the fame matter vere 
received from 3[r. X. C. Xc/kar, Mr. Jf. S, Arie 3 % Afr. Gaya Prasad Singh, and KJmn 
Bahadur Sarfarnr, Hussain Khan, '.nie.so motions also ueru not reached. 


Afl-K.NDI.X Tt TO TJIi: DHsPATCIf, 


E.'rtract from tJie Legislative Assembly Dohates, Volume I. No. 12. 


Tlie .Vsseiiildy nicl in the .\^^cml.ly (’liatiilicr of liii> t'enncil Houm<, New Delhi, on 
-Monday, the 20111 Dct.niarv, 


Qfl.'STIOX .\XI) AK.MWKP. 

^COVSTITCTION OK \ .sr.i'Aii vrr. SF.i.r-eo;:T\ivKn Ornn; ok tiik LKUisi.tTivi; .V.‘?.semi!I,T. 

^.D. *Mr, B. Das: (o) With refereuee to >:|nrieri ((uestioii No, 87 of tho 
ISth Aufriist, li)2r, hy Afr G:iya Piasad Sinsh, on tlic .separation of the eHtaldiRhmont 
ol the Legislative .\ss(-iiil)ly, will noveriiiiieiit be ploai-oil to st.ato if they liave como 
to cm- decision on the .'ndieine received by them from the lloiionrablo the President of 
tins House last Angnst 1 

tioii *’*’ pleased to sfnfo the fiecision .arrived .at oil th.at proposi- 

n».,K,.rn,? p"”S"" "" «“■ 

p.o.SiM,'?.* «i,""''™ "f ,1,0 

sioit ^^"'■‘’'‘'iniont liave examined the scheme but have not yet reached a final eonclii- 
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Proposals sjibmittsd to the Government of India on the 17th August, 1927, by the Honourable 
Mr. V. J. Patel, President of the Legislative Assembly, regarding the constitution of a 
separate self-contained‘office of the Legislative Assembly, in fulfilment of a promise made 
in the House. (Vide page 2334 of the Legislative Assembly Debates of the 16th March, 
1927.) 


F.-43-IX/27-A. 

D.-2668. • 

17th August, 192 7. 

Dear jMi-. Wriglit, 

I am now ready Tvitli my proposals for the constitution of a sej)arate self-contained' 
oUice of the Legislative Assembly, which I promised in reply to a question asked bj' Sir 
Hari Singh Gour in the Legislative Assembly on the 16th March, 1927. 

I forward the scheme for the consideration of Government, and I hope j’-ou will take 
immediate steps to have it considered. As you are aware, Members of the Legislative 
Assembly are in earnest about the matter, and the question, therefore, needs immediDte- 
attention. 

Yours sincerely, 

(tid.) V. J. PATEL, 

yf. T. M. Wright, Esq., O.I.E., I.O.S. 


I submit the following proposals for the constitution of a separate self-contained oflSoe 
of the Legislative Assembly in pursuance of a promise made by me on the 16th March, 1927, 
in reply to a question asked by Sir Hari Singh Gour. 

2. I have observed that the opinions expressed in the Assembly on various occasion® 
are distinctly in favour of the proposal and unmistakeably show a keen desire on the part 
of the Member’s to have a separate office. In fact it has been asserted that the independence 
of the President and the House will not be complete until they arc provided with separate 
staff for the due pei'formaiice of their high office and duties. Mr. E. L. Price (Bombay ~ 
European) first raised the question in the Assembly on the 5th March, 1921, when he 
moved his Resolution on the subjectof theholding of sessions and more frequent meetings 
of the Assembly. Inter alia he pleaded for a double staff or an independent staff for the 
Assembly on the ground of efficiency. Then on the 16th March, 1922, in the course of the 
Budget discussion an opportunity was taken by Mr. P. P. Ginwala (Burma: General), then 
the chief Whip of the Democratic Party, to bring the matter before the House. It was 
urged that the staff of the Assembly should be self-contained and under the direct control 
of the President. So far tlie question was treated more or less as a side issue, and it was not 
till the 22nd September, 1922, when Mr. C. S. Subrahmanyam (Madras) moved his KesoJii- 
tion that the subject was debated fuUy and at great length. It was agreed in principle 
and in theory that it was the right thing to do but that the time had not arrived when the 
Assembly should bring into existence a separate staff. The question was also discussed 
more than once at the Presidents’ Conference and Sir A. F. VTiyte considered that it was 
most desirable that the Legislature should have its own body oi officers to carry out its 
functions, and eventually in accordance with the decision arrived at the Lonfc rer.ee held in 
January, 1926, the Legislative Department was addressed on the subject of the separation 
of the office of the Assembly from the Legislative Department of the Government of India. 

3. Before dealing uuth the actual staff that will be required for the separate office' 
I shall consider the duties and functions that ivill de-imlve on it. It-is necessary in this- 
oonneotion to refer to the existing machinei-y for carrying out the work connected with the 
Assembly. Apart from the superior staff, the Legislative Department, which at present 
conducts the business of the Legislature, consists of the following Branches and staff : 

1. Registrar. , 

2. Assemhly Branch (one Superintendent, 6 Assistants and 4 clerks), 

3. Printing Branch (one Assistant and 5 clerks). 
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4. Establishinont Branch (one Cashier and 3 clorUs). 

o. Issue Branch (one Assistant and 11 clerks). 

C. Librarians (one Assistant and one clerk). 

7. Reporters (1.3). 

5. Record (one clerk). 

9. Translation Branch (Head Translator and his Assistant). 

10. Stonograjrhers (3). 

11. Publication Branch (one Superintendent, 5 Assistants and 6 clerks). 

12. General Branch (one Superintendent, 5 As.sistants and 3 clerks). 

13. Council Branch (one Superintendent, 5 Assistants and 1 clerk). 

14. Assistant to Registrar (on."' Assistant). 

1.5. P. A. to P. C. S. (one Assistant). 

4. During the session and also at least a month before and after it the basinc-ss of tho 
Assembly, as will he seen from the classification of duties detailed in Appendix A, luTecta 
almost every one in the Department, and I undomtand the Publication, General and Coun¬ 
cil Branches are also more or less affected. TJio Registrar is the normal head of the offi«» 
and is directly responsible for the superintendence, control, discipline and management 
of the office. He is in charge of all work connected with the establishment of the Depart¬ 
ment, accommodation for Membera of the Legislature, sitting arrangement in the Cham¬ 
bers, issue of tickets to the visitor’s’ galleries, and various other odd jobs. 

5. The duties performed by the present staff cover practically the lyholc field of purelT 
Assembly work as well as those pertaining to the Department ns an integinl unit of the 
Government of India (Appendix A). Broadly speaking, there are two sejrarate matters, 
viz., (1) the duties of the Secretarv, which are those laid down in the Rules and Standuig 
Orders—Rules o and 41, S. 0. 3^ 7, 8,11, 12, 22, 4,3. 40 , 52 . 05 . 75, and Rule 2 of 
Schedule I of S. 0., and (2) tho duties iierfornied by the Legislative Department ns an 
administrative department of the Government of India. TJio Assembly Branch performs 
dual functions at present in certain respects while the woi’k of the Publication and General 
Branches falls under the latter category. It is not at present possible, owing to the ovei- 
'lapptng of duties in certain oases, to suggest any clear-cut division of functions between 
•the Assembly office and the Legislative Department which can only be built up in process 
of development of the new scheme, but from tho duties enumerated above a fairly acourato 
idea can be formed. It is therefore clear that almost the whole of tho work with only a 
few exceptions will have to go over to the new office. Tho following i ems must ncce.ssarily 
iremain with the Legislative Department: 

1. The drafting of official Bills and unofficial roforancos from Departments con¬ 

nected therewith. 

2. Allotment of non-official days. 

3. Programme of official business. 

4. Memorandum of Legislative business in prospect. 

5. Amendments to Indian Legislative Rules. 

6. Nomination of Members and election petitions. . 

7. Amendments to Electoral Rules and Regulations. 

8. Maintenance of the records of election expenses. 

9. Dissolution of Assemblj' and elections. 

6. The two strongest points of attack on the question of seiDaration are, firstl}’, on th 
:Soore of economy, and secondly, that the Assembly office, while not being entirely without 
•work during the recess, would not have enough work to keep it full3' occui)ied throughoilt 
•the year. As to the first, consideration of economy must make ivay before so important 
rand well-intentioned a step which the Assembly as a body is undoubtedly desirous of taking 
in furtherance of the constitution which has brought it into being. The demand for an offioo 
•of his own by the first elected President of the Legislative Assembly was made officially in 
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-February 1926, as already stated, and bearing in mind the recognition accorded to similar 
demands in some provinces, I expect the Government of India in fairness to accede to that 
demand which I now repeat. Against the second point of attack, I would point out that 
the pressure of work when the Assembly is in session asseits itself fully a month or more 
before the session commences, that is to say, notices of Bills, Kesolutions and Questions 
(each of which has to be examined and submitted at once separately for my orders) pour 
in. This pressure gradually reduces after the close of a session buta considerable amount 
of work still remains in the shape of the preparation not only of a summary of the proceed- 
ings of the whole session but of each resolution debated in the House and the indexing of the 
deoat^ which requires great accuracy and care and the expenditure of a great deal of time 
and labour, while the Goaf erence of Presidents is usually held at a convenient date durino 
he recess, throwing upon the Assembly office the entire work connected therewith from 
he start to the finish. In the case of Bills which are circulated to Local Governments for 
opmioii by the direction of the Assembly the opinions are received during tire recess, printed 
and their 2 irecis is prepared b 5 ' the office as soon as they are complete. Moreover Com 
niitfees, such as the Joint Committee on the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India 
ihU, invariably hold their sittings during the offseason and throw a considerable amount of 
work on the Assembly Branch. Other miscellaneous files which are not of an urgent 
nature are held over during the session and are disposed of when the session is over. Tlie 
manuscript papers of Acts passed by the Indian Legislature are arranged for binding when 
the pressure of work decreases and also the recording of cases, which has to be kept aside 
during the Session, is, I understand, midertaken at this time. Admitting that the work 
session is considerably lighter than that in the session, it would only be fair to allow 
tile stair tlie well-earned respite after the strain of a fiill session’s work (wJien they are not 
merely over-worked but grossly over-worked) as is the case with the House of Common., 
staff. 1 would here iamte attention to the minutes of the Presidents’ Conference held in 
January, 1926—pages 6 and 7. 

r u u thus cleared the ground about the scope and functions of the new office 

1 shall now proceed to consider the question of the actual staff. It lias to be borne in mind 
hat for the new office, as in the case of the present Legislative Department, the numerical 
strength of the staff must be based on the actual requirements when the Assembly is in 
session, with this in view I propose the following scheme : 

Apart from the appointment of a Secretary the Assembly office would require one 
Depnt}' feecretaiy and one Assistant Secretary. The appointment of an Assistant Secre¬ 
tary Ls I consider essential in the best interests of the office. The Deputy Secretary will he 
required to assist the Secretary in such duties as he is required to perform under the Rules 
and Standing Orders, e.g., dealing with notices of B'lls, Resolutions and Questions and 
other departmental files. He will also have to attend the meetings of the Assembly and to 
interview Members and other persons. It will be almost impossible for him to superintend 
and supervise the work of the office and to attend to numerous and varied du'ies which 
should be done by the Assistant Secretary as at present done bj”- the Registrar. The 
De.puty Secretary should not be burdened with any work in connection with the establish¬ 
ment, discipline, management, etc., which I am conv^inced is too heavy for one officer. 

In addition to these officers the Assembly office would require at least: 

I. One Marshal; 

II. One Editor and eight Reporters ; 

TII. The present Assembly Branch en bloc ; 

IV. Four men from the Printing Bianch to deal with the debates and any other 

printing work there may he: as heretofore the Editor would be as.sisted hr 
the men of this Branch in the preparation of the index to the debates, etc. : 

V. Three Cashiers : these would deal with the preparation of Members’ T. A. Bills, 

etc., and all correspondence arising therefrom and also with all establishment 
questions; 

VI. For its Issue Branch, 10 men as detailed below ; 

‘' (i) an Examiner, who would be in charge of the Branch : 

(ii) a Reader, who would do t; 5 q)ing in his spare time ; 
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(iii) two dospatchf’i-H, iind 

(iv) six typist.s, two of whom would work (he imiltigmpli; 

VII. Two Librarimis; 

VIJl. One Record Keeper ; 

IX. Two Xotice Office Clerks; 

X. R. A. to P. L. A.; and 

XI. One Stcnogmplier. 

In the case of tlic Assembli’ Branch at all cw-nts the staff will require to lie niigmeiiU’d. 
It will require another Recorder, an Assintant to deal with miscellaneous receipts and 
especially with the .sale and distribution of debates, the jllamial and the corrections 
thereto, an Assistant for issuing admission tickets to the galleries, a second ex|)ert 
typist and one other Duftiy. The need for the Inst three particularly has been I’ery 
keenly felt and in fact the post.-, were sanctioned for the last Delhi session as an experi¬ 
mental measure and are likely to be sanctioned on a permanent footing. It would Ijea mis¬ 
take to lanncb the new office under-staffed in any respeot. Two Assistants will also be 
required to keep the officers’ sets of books up-to-date, and at least two Assi.stants or clerks 
will bo required to assist the Police during the session. This w’ork at pre.sent is done 
wdth the help of other Branches of the Department. Past e.xpcricncc has sliowm the need 
of an Enquiry Ofilcc to be attached to the Notice Oflicc. Membere frequently make all 
sorts of inquiries every now and then and make requests to tlic Notice Office clerks to 
supply them^Witli information on various mattere. Tlio Notice Office clerks have found 
it extremely difficult to cope with all this work in addition to tlicir own duties, hence the 
need for an Assistant in an Enquiry Office is badly felt. 

In basing these requirements 1 have assumed that the stnil will ordinaril;^' be granted 
leave only when the Assembly is not sitting and that no substitutes will be entertained 
in jjlaoe of absentees, except in long leave vacancies wliioh are likely to go into a session. 
This arrangement would, however, throw' an undue strain on those remaining on duty 
after a session more especially if it becomes the practice in the future, as it veiy ])robably 
will, to hold three sessions (using the woi-d in its non-technical sense) or tlireo terms in the 
,'oar. Therefero I feel very strongly tltat a leave rc.sorve should bo maintained wliich will 
be the best means to obtaining the maximum of efficicnc,y. As far as I know theie is at 
present in the Legislative Department no leave reserve, the Department containing its 
ow'n leave reserve. This .system, ns past experience I believe has sliown, has not wojked 
very satisfactorih' but somehow or otlicr the Assemhlj' side of the Department has been 
.able to pull on. But this will not work in a separate office. In tlie Legislative Depart¬ 
ment at the time of a great I'u.sh of work during the session or owing to leave vncnncic.s 
in the off season, jjermanent men are invariably icqnisitioncci frojn other Branches hut in 
the new office there w-ill not bo any staff of trained men to draw on and it must there¬ 
fore have its owm trained men for leave v.acancies. There is no way of getting over this 
difficulty other than by a leave reserve. It maj'be argued m this conneetion that as .some of 
the work now' performed bj' the Asscmblj' Branch will remain over with the Legislative De¬ 
partment the staff detailed above should be able to find its o'wn leave reserve. The argu¬ 
ment no doubt apijeai-s to have some force but the fact must be borne in mind that during 
the session or out of the session whenever the Assembly Branch is rushed with heavy ivork 
or understaffed owing to leave absentees the General and the Publication Branchc.s of 
the Department which arc least affected 1)3' the Assembly- work always come to its rescue, 
Avhile in the new office there will be no otlier source to draw' on. Moreover the Mcmbera 
of the Assembly hesitate at present to ask the Legislative Department to get their 
own work done, but with a separate office the position will be quite different and it is 
apprehended that there w'iU be a good deal of extra work thrown on the new' office. 

8. Then there is the important question of the position and status of the new office. 
It would certainly' not satisfy the Assembly if the new office were attached to any Dei)art- 
ment. It will have to be determined at the outset what its position and status wiU be. 
Who w'ill be responsible for the preparation and presentation of its Budget to tlie Legis¬ 
lative Assembly’ and who will deal with questions raised in the House affeciling the office ? 
What will be the status of this office in relation to other Departments of the Government 
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of India ; will the office be treated on an eq[ual footing with those Departments or will it 
be regarded as one of the attached offices ? I may say at once that I am definitely opposed 
to any attempt to treat it as an attached office. The Secretary of the Assembly is under 
Eule 6 of the Legislative Rules appointed by the Governor General and it is important that 
the staff should be similarly appointed. I also feel very strongly that the staff should not 
be denied the privileges in the matter of leave enjoyed by the Secretariat staff ; nor should 
the present staff, which forms part of a Department of the Government of India, in any 
way suffer, by separation from the Legislative Department, in the matter of then- pay and 
prospects. Any question of depriving them of the status, pay and privileges they enjoy 
now as members of the I. S. S. would certainly operate harshly against them. I must make 
this quite clear at the outset in order to avoid complications and difficulties later. 

At the Presidents’ Conference held in September 1921, under the Presidency of 
Sir' A. F. Whyte it was agreed that, although constitutionally funds for Council work, 
must be sanctioned and provided by the Government, the ‘Presidents should be placed 
in the same position as High Courts, i.e., that they should be the sole judges as to whether 
the expenditure w'aa necessary, the only power of criticism by the Government being on 
the point as to whether fimds were available. 

9. The following is the summary of the requirements referred to in the preceding 
paragraph: 

1. Secretary. 

2. Deputy Secretary. 

3. Assistant Secreta^ 3 ^ 

4. One Marshall. 

5. Eight Reporters. 

6. Assembly Branch .—One Superintendent, 13 Assistants and clerks (including 2 

Notice Office clerks). 

7. General Branch (including establishment).—One Superintendent, 3 Cashier's* 

one record keeper, one recorder, 2 clerks for publications, one for issuing 
tickets, one general Assistant, two clerks for general management and 
assistant to Police and for enquiry office. 

8. Printing Branch .—One Editor, one Assistant-in-charge, 3 Assistants and 

clerks. 

9. Issue Branch .—One Assistant-in-charge, one Reader, 2 Despatchors, 4 typists, 

two multigraphiats. 

10, P. A. to P. L. A. 


11. One Stenographer. 

12. Two Librarians. 

13. Fourteen per cent, of tbe permanent establishment as leave reserve. 


10 In addition to the above translator 'will also be required to undertake trans¬ 
lations referred to in Standing Orders 43 (2) and 46 (3) and also to translate, if any, the 
Speeches delivered by members of the Assembly in vernacular. 

11. These requirements arc based on the actual existing state of work and I am 
not in a position at present to give the full details of the work which each assistant and 
clerk will he required to do. It 'will appear from Appendix B that in all 43 assistants 
and clerks are at present employed on the Assembly work during a Session and the same 
number is also proposed for the new office. 


12. In basing these requirements the varying and peculiar nature of the work has 
been borne in mind. All work connected with the Assembly has to he submitted and 
got out against time. Provision must therefore he made to cope -with the volume of 
•work which pours in and which has to be dealt 'with immediately and passed out -without 
delay. At present assistance is often sought from other Branches at the time of a ve^ 
hea-^ rush, while the new office would have to be self-dependent. It would therefore he 
a. mistake to start tbe new office -under-staffed and tbe above establishment is the 
absolute minimum with which it could start. 
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13. Tilo above requirements relate only to the suponor and clerical staff. The now 
office will also require some duftries and a large number of peons. The actual number 
of these can best bo settled after the total strength of the office establishment is decided 
upon, but at a conservative estimate the noAv office will require 9 Duftries, 2 Jamadara, 1 
Dafadar and 40 peons. 

14. The above is a fidl and complete scheme for a separate and self-contained office 
which the Mcmbeis of the Assembl 5 ' demand and which I support with all the power 
at my control, and nothing short of this is likety to satisfy them. But if it is urged by 
Government that the staff wll have a very easy time for some months in the year, I 
would suggest that the President should be empowered in consultation "with the Leader 
of the house to place on deputation under the legislative Department such memhens of 
the staff as he thinks he can without prejudice to the Assembly work, spare for those 
months. 


16. I append two statements* showing the approximate cost of the present Legislo- 
■* StatcraeiitB ] and i. ® Department and of the new office. It is not possible to 

show the cost of the Legislative Department as it rvill he 
after 'the separation—unless it is known what staff will be required for carrying on the 
duties of the Department. Therefore it is d’fficult for me to estimate the extra cost 
which will be incurred consequent on the creation of the now office. There will certainly 

be some additional cost hut it could be met from thojsaving 
f Statement 3. under the head Lej-slative Bodies which, as will be seen 
on the statementt attached, amounts to an average- 

Es. 1,33,809 per annum. 


APPENDIX A. 

Assembly Branch. 

1. All work connected with the meetings of the Assembly, e^y., issue of summons 
circulars regarding official and non-official days. Select and Departmental Committee- 
meetings, Programme of Business and Announcements for the Leader of the House. 

2. All work connected with official and non-official Bills, Ballots and ballot circulars, 
for non-official Bills and Notices of Amendments to Bills. 

3. Preparation, printing, and circulation of Lists of Business, Questions, Resolutions,. 
Notice Lists, Admitted Lists, Amendments to Resolutions, Ballot and ballot circular# 
for Resolutions. 

4. Preparation and printing of a note or programme of legislative work in prospect 
twice a year. The note includes as far as possible all suggestions for legislation. 

5. Preparation of the summary of the session including the discussion on Resolutions. 

6. All work connected with the Electoral Rules and Regulations, Indian Legislati-ve 
Rules, and Standing Orders and amendments and issue of addenda and corrigenda thereto. 

7. Printing and distribution of the Assembly Manual and addenda and corrigenda 
thereto. 

8. All work connected with election, nomination, resignation of members and election' 
petitions, etc. 

9. Dealing with motions for reduction of budget demands, supplementary' demands, 
excess grants, etc., and printing work connected therewith. 

10. All work connected with the election of the President and Deputy President.. 

11. Circulation of Bills to Local Gqvemnients for opinions, collection and prin.tinsr 
of those opinions and the preparation of a precis of the.opinions received. 

12. Arrangement and binding of the manuscript papers of all Acts passed by tlics ‘ 

Indian Legislature. ' 



CONSTITUTION' OF A SEPARATE OFFICE FOB THE LEOISIiATI'VE ASSEMBLY. 935’ 


13, Preparation, of weekly statements showing all decisions taken in tho Assembly 
for submission to His Excellency the Viceroy. 

. 14. Collection of replies to questions from the Departments and the arrangement of 
*ets. 

15. Maintenance of and keeping up to date the registers of amendments to Acts, 
Amendments to the Indian Legislative Rules and Standing Orders, register of names 
of the members of tho Legislative Assembly and the Bill register. 

. 16. Recording and editing of. “ A ” proceedings of the Assembly and Council Branches. 

17. CoUeotion of minutes of the Honourable the Law Member. 

18. All work connected with the Indian Branch of the Empire Parliamentary Associa¬ 
tion. 

19. All work connected with the receipts relating to election expenses and the main¬ 
tenance of records of the same. 


20. Compliance with requisitions from Members. 

21. Taking do’^TO Divisions in the Chamber and other work in the Notice Office. 

22. Dealing departmentally ndth questions and resolutions relating to the above 
lubjeots. 

23. AU the typing and routine work of the Branch. 

24. Miscellaneous and general correspondence. 

Printing Branch. 

1. Printing of Debates of Council of State and Legislative Assembly and all wort 
connected therewith. 


2. Printing of Acts, Bills, Regulations, Ordinances, Opinions, Pi'dcis and Opinion», 
Reports of Select Committees. 

3, Preparation and printing of Index to Debates. 

4, Publication of Bills and Acts in the Gazette. 

5. Other miscellaneous printing. 

Establishment Branch. 


1. Preparation of daily and travelling allowance bills of Members. 

2. Preparation of officers’ and establishment salary bills. . - 

3. Arrangement of residential and office' accommodation. , , ..i i 

4. Distribution and custody of stationexy of .the Department and of the legislature. 

S Dealing with rent cases of officers and establishment. 

6. Preparation of Budget estimates for the Department and Legislative Bodies. 

T. Maintenance of Register of expenditure. 

8 . Maintenance of Service Books of establishment. 

9. Dealing with all establishment Cases. 


1. All typing and despatch work. 

2. Examination of aUfair copies of letters, 
Department. 

3. Issue of letters, otc. 

4 Circulation of Despatches. 

6. Distribution of all papers to Members. 
6. Typing and multigraphing of papers. 


officers’ notes, etc., that issue from 


the 
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7. Maintonanoo of the following registers (1) Despatches to Seorelnrj' of Stale for 
India, (2) Governor General’s letters to Secretary of Stale for India, (3) lottore to the 
Permanent Under Secrotarj’ of State for India, (4) Oiroiilar Register, (5) Stamp Register, 
and (6) Dak Book. 

8. Correction of copies of Bills, prdcis of opinions and Debates, 

Puhltcalion Brandi, 

Correction of olBcoi's’ sets of publications. 

General Brandi, 

1. Police arrangements in the Chamber. 

2. Telephonic arrangements. 

3. Other miscellaneous work. 

Ootincil Brandt, 

1. Accommodation of Members. 

2. Recording of cases. 

3. Sale of Assembly Manual aiid stationery. 

4. Issue of tickets for visitors’ galleries. 


APPENDIX B. 


AssiMants and Clcrk^s employed on Assembly ‘icork. 


Assembly Branch 

Printing Branch .. 

Establishment Branch 

Library 

Record 

Translation Branch 
Stenographer 

P. A. to President, Legislative Assembly 
PubUoation Branch 
General Branch ., 

Council Branch .. 

Issue Branch 
Assistant to Registrar 


^flO (permancutk 

[ 3 (temporary). 
4 

f 3 (permanent). 

[ 1 (temporniy). 
2 


1 

2 

1 

1 

2 


2 

2 


8 

1 


Total 


. 43 
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I,-^(aiemenf showing the approximate cost of the,Legislative Department. 

Establishment. Average pay. 

Ks. a. p. Es. 

1 Marshal at Rs. 250 .. .. .. „» ''' 250 • 0 0 


937. 


1 Secretary at Rs. 4,000 


4,000 


1 Joint Secretary and Draftsman at Rs. 3,000—100—4,000 3,600 


1 Joint Secretary at Rs. 3,000 
■ 1 Deputy Secretary at Rs. 2,250 
1 Solicitor at Rs. 3,000 
1 Assistant Solicitor at Rs. 1,200—60—1,800 
1 Assistant Solicitor at Rs. 1,000—60—1,200 
i P. 0. S. ... 

IP. L. A. 

1 Registrar at Rs. 900—50—1,000 .. 

4 Superintendents at Rs. 600—40-^00 
13 Council Reporters at Rs. 460—^25—^750 
27 Assistants at Rs. 200—16—600 
34 Clerks at Rs. 100—8—350 

1 Clerk at Rs. 90—4—170 

3 Stenographers at Rs. 175—12|—375—15—450—25— 

500. 

Permanent menial establishment, 

5 Record Sorters at Rs. 20—1—40 
11 Daftries at Es. 16—1—35 

4 Jemadars at Rs. 26—1—30 

3 Daffadars at Es. 17—1—22 .. ’ .. 

41 Peons at Rs. 14—1—16 (quinquennial) or Rs. 15-9-0 
. each. 

Temporary menial establishment, 

36 Peons at' Rs. I4 each 

2 Farashes at Rs. 14 each .. 

3 Sweepers at Rs. 10 each .. 

1 Bhistee at Es. 6 and 1 at Es. 4 


GbAnd Total peb mensem 


3,000 

2,250 

3,000 

1,600 

1,100 

4,260 

4,000 

950 

2,800 

7,800 

.9,450 

■7,700 

130 

1,212 


66,892 

0 

0 

66,892 

0 

0 

160 

0 

0 




275 

0 

0 




110 

0 

0 




68 

8 

0 




638 

0 

0 




1,231 

8 

0 

1,231 

8 

0 

490 

0 

0 




28 

0 

0 




SO 

0 

0 




10 

0 

0 




658 

0 

0 

658 

0 

0 




58,681 

8 

0 


Rs. 68,681-8-Oxl2==7,06,178-0-0 approximate annual cost, 

N.B ,—^Thero is no leave reserve in the Legislative Department. 
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2.—Stalemcnf showing the ajyproximate cost of (he neiv Office. 
Establisliment. Average pay. 


P. L. A. .. 

1 Secretary 
1 Deputy Secretary 
1 Assistant Secretary 

1 Marsha 

9 Reporters 

2 Superintendents - - 

13 Assistants 

28 Clerks 
1 P. A. to P. L. A. 

1 Stenographer 

licave Reserve—2 Assistants and 4 Clerks 


Menial Esiahlishment. 
3 Record Sorters at Es. 20—1—40 .. 
6 Daftries at Es. 15—1 35 

2 Jemadars at Es. 25—1—30 
1 Daffadar 

40 peons at Rs. 15-9-0 each 


2 Farashes at Rs. 14 each .. 
2 Siveopers at Rs. 10 each .. 
1 Bhistee at Bs. 6 


Gr xi'D Tox-rn .. 


Rs. a. p, Rs. 

4,000 0 0 
3,000 0 0 
1,750 0 0 

1,126 0 0 (1,000—50—1,250) 

260 0 0 

5.400 0 0 (450—25—760) 

1.400 0 0 (600—40—800) 

4,650 0 0 (200—15—500) 

6,300 0 0 (100—8—300) 

437 8 0 ^ 

f(175—124—375—Id¬ 
as 7 8 0 J 450—25—600) 

1,600 0 0 


30,150 

0 

Ox 12=3,61,800 (Annual 



approximate cost). 

90 

0 

0 (20—1—40) 

150 

0 

0 (15—1—.95) 

-. 55 

0 

0 (25—1—30) 

19 

8 

0 (17—1—22) 

623 

8 

0 (14—1—16) 

937 

0 

0x12=11,244 (Annual 

28 

0 

cost of menial establish¬ 
ment). 

0 

20 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

54 

0 

0 X 12=648 (Annual cost). 


• • 3,73,692 (Approximate annual cost). 


3. Shtement showing (he Budget esimate, anmial expenditure and sating mider the head 
_ ■ Iiegislaiive Bodies, 


1922-23 

192.3-24 

1924- 2.5 

1925- 26 


Year. 

Budget 

estimate. 

Actuals 
for the 
year. 

Annual 

saving. 

Average 
saving for 
one year. 

. 

Rs. j 

8.28.300 
9,22,000 

7.92.300 
7,46,992 

Rs. 1 

7,66,079 1 
6,49.798 
7,22,852 
6,24,627 

Es. 

72,221 

2,72,202 

69,448 

1,21,366 

1 Es. 

1 

1,33,809 
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APPENDIX C TO THE DESPATCH. 

Statement “ A showing the comparative strength of the officers of the present Legislative- Departs 
ment and of the proposed Assembly Ofllce and the additional cost involved. 


Designation of posts. 

1 

—-- 

t-jPresent staff of the Legis¬ 
lative Department. 

President, Legislative 

Assembly’s proposals 

for Assembly staff. 

Kevised proposals of Gov¬ 
ernment for Assembly 
staff. 

i^StaS rrbhh Legislative De¬ 
partment will continue 
to require. 

^Difference between col¬ 
umns 4 and 5 and column 

Average annual cost in- 
volved. 

Remarks 

8 

(Legislative 





1 

Es. 


Dfpabtment.) 




i 

1 



Secretary 

I 

. . 

♦ • 

I 




Joint Secretary and 

1 

• . 

. • 

1 

,, 



Draftsman. 








Additional Joint 

1 

. , 



—1 

35,000 


Secretary. 








Deputy Secretary 

1 

• . 


1 

.. - 

, , 


Assistant Secretaries 

2 

. . 

, * 

2 




(Asseiihly Office.) 








Secretary (2,500—76— 
3,260). 


1 

1 

• • 

-r 1 

-f 34,600 


Deputy Secretary 
(1,600—60—2,000). 

• • 

1 

1 


+1 

4-21,000 


Assistant Secretary 

, , 

1 

1 


+1 

-f 13,600 


(1,000—60—1,250). 







Net increase 


•• 

•• 

1 

1 

• • 

33,000 



Statement “ B” showing the comparu'ive s rength of the ministerial staff of the Legislative Depar 
ment and of the proposed Assembly Office and the additional cost involved. 


Defcignation of posts. 


Superintendents .. 
Council Eeporters 
Assistants and Clerks 
Stenographers 
Translatorst 

Total 


Present staff of the Legis¬ 
lative Department. 

President, Legislative As¬ 
sembly’s proposals for 

1 Assembly staff. 

Revised proposals of Gov¬ 
ernment for Assembly 
staff. 

Staff ■which the Legisla¬ 
tive Department -will 
continue to require. 

Extra staff required. 

(Columns 4 and 5 minus 
column 2). 

! -— 

Average annual cost on 
account of the extra 
staff required. 

Remarks, 






Rs. 


3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

8,400 


13 

9 

9 

6 

1 

7,200 


=^61 

46 

41 

38 

18 

54,000 


3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

4,060 


2 

1 

1 

1 




82 

60 

65 

48 

21 

73,660 



* Excluding one Assistant’s post held in abeyance. _ 

■f If the translators of the Legislative Department instead of staying tliroughout the year 
at Delhi are taken to Simla there vail be no need of a -separate establishment of Translators 
for the Assembly office. • 
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Siaiement “ 0 ” showing comparative strength of the menial staff of the Legislative Department 
and of the proposed Assembly Office and the additional cost involved. 


— 


President, Legislative As¬ 
sembly’s proposals. 

Revised proposals. 

StaC which Legislative 

Department will con¬ 
tinue to retfuiro. 

Extra BtaS required. 

i 

i 

a 

1 ; 
o 

oA 

8 

V 

S 

W 

Rom arks. 







Rs 










Daftries and Record 

10 

9 

9 

9 

2 

COO 


Sorters. 








Jemadars ,, 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

330 



(3) 

(4) 

(4) 

(5) 

(C) 



Peons, DaSadara and 

81 

43 

43 

66 

17 

3,018 


Farashes. 








Sweepers 


2 

2 

3 

1 

120 



(9) 



(8) 




JBhistjes 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

72 


Total 


« • 


. . 


4,200 









- 


(1) Of these 3 will be Record Sorters. 

(2) One of these will be a Record Sorter. 

(3) Of these 44 are permanent inoluding three Pafadnrs and 37 temporary. Except 
during session periods about 32 temporary peons only are employed. 

(4) Including 2 dafadars—out of these 23 will be permanent and 20 temporary. 

(6) Including 2 dafadars—out of these 30 will bo permanent and 25 temporary. 

(d) Inoluding 1 dafadar—out of these 9 will bo permanent and 8 temporary. 

(7) Three on Rs. 10 and one on Rs. 4 {for Delhi). 

(8) One on Rs. 6 and one on Rs. 4 (for Delhi). The latter is only for summer months. 


THE INDIAN PATENTS AND DESIGNS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable m. A. C. MeWatters (Member for Industries and 
Labour) ; Sir. I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend 
the Indian Patents and Designs Aet, 1911, for e'ertain purposes. 

This Bill, Sir, isAn attempt nt a comprehensive revision of ,our patents 
la-w. The Indian Patents Act of 1911 is based substantially on the corres¬ 
ponding British'Act of 1907. The British Act was revised in 1919, and 
since then k British Empire Patents Conference was held in 1922. We have 
brought both these into consideration in framing our present Bill. 








• , /TP® INDIAN PATENTS AND DESIGNS'(amendment) BILL. Ml 

The Bill is naturally one "whieh is of considerable importance to the" 
public and the commercial communitj’-, and if my motion is accepted, I 
propose to move on a later date for its circulation. The Bill contains k 
details and I have added a very full statement of Obiecte 
and Keasons to make it clear to the House. • ' 

.Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters ; I introduce the Bill. 

THE INDIAN TRADE UNIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MoWatters (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I beg to move that the Bill to amend the Indian Trade Unions 
Act, 1926, for a certain purpose, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, as I explained at an earlier stage, the object of this Bill is merely 
to remove certain obscurities which have crept into section 11 of the Indian 
Trade Unions Act, 1926. The two substantive alterations which we pro¬ 
pose to. make are first to make it clear that the court .of appeal from the 
order of the Registrar shall be the court situated at the place where the 
hea,dquarters of the trade union is situated, and secondly we propose to 
■ -make it clear that there shall in all cases be one appeal to the High Court. 
From the original debate on the Trade Unions Act, it was perfectly evident 
that those were the two propositions which the House desired to have in 
the Act, but owing to slight defects in .drafting and owing to the acceptance 
of an amendment while the Bill was under discussion the intention 6f the 
House was not made absolutely clear. The Bombay High Court have sug¬ 
gested to us that we . should make these amendments. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated.: Labour Interests) -: Sir, while we con¬ 
sider the motion made by the Honourable Member, I want to make a few 
remarks as to the position of the Registrars of Trade Unions. Prom the 
Trade Unions Act, it is quite clear and from the present Bill also it is quite 
clear that the Registrars of Trade Unions are judicial officers. But, Sir, 
on account of certain things which have come to ,my notice a doubt has been 
created in my mind wh'etber the Registrars are treated by Government as 
judicial officers and whether the Registrars consider themselves judicial 
officers. I want, Sir, the Government of. India to make this point quite 
clear, when we are discussing this Bill. The instances which led me to be¬ 
lieve that the Registrars are not judicial officers and that they do not regard 
themselves as judicial officers are tlieke. I find that the .Registrars'are .un¬ 
willing to register trade unions of Government employees. According" to 
the Trade Union Act, I .think there cannot be any obje^ion to the registra¬ 
tion of associations of Government employees. I also learn that the Gov¬ 
ernment of India is putting pressure either upon the Registrars or upon 
■their employees or their-organisations that these organisations should not be 
registered. I want to have some definite information from the ^Government 
of India on ,this point, namely, whether .they have issued ,any instructions 
tp .the Registrars that these trade unions .of. Uovernment .einployees should 
h.qt he registered,.or whether they are .putting any pressure .upon their em¬ 
ployees themselves not. to register .their .unions. If .this ..is so, it is in -con- 
tra-^^ention of the provisions of the Trade Upions ■ Act. If ihe Regjstr,ars 
.'are jufiieial ^.officers, I .feel that either of .these-.co.urses is .a .bad on®: I? 
.the .Registrars are judicial officers .and the Gove.rnment of. India have issued 
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instructions to them not to register trade unions, then certainly the Gov¬ 
ernment of India have done a wrong tiling in issuing instructions to judicial 
officers. Secondly while the Trades Union Act provides for registration 
and also for an appeal, if the Government of India puts pressure u]ion the 
organisations of its employees, this also, I feel, is a wrong thing 
done by the Government. Moi’eovcr, Sir, another instance which 

has come to my notice is this. llecentlj” tlie Registrar of Trade 
Unions in Bombay bailed an officer of the Bombay Textile 
Labour Union and wanted to discuss with him certain matters regarding 
the position of the Union formed at Sliolapur. If the Registrar of the 
Trade Unions is a judicial officer, 1 feel, Sir, tliat he lias no right informally 
to call any officer of a trade union and discuss with him certain matters 
regarding a trade union. Unfortunately, several Local Goyernnients hai'e 
appointed persons who are doing'some executive work as Registrans ol Ti’ade 
Unions. For instance, the Bombay Registrar ot Trade Unions is the 
Director of the Labour Bureau. If we comiilain that the Registrar of Trade 
Unions had no business to call an officer of a trade union to have a talk 
with him, it is possible for him to say that he called him not in the 
capacity of a Registrar of Trade Unions, but in the capacity of 
Director of the Labour Bureau. I therefore want to draw the 
attention of the Government of India to this fact that it is a per¬ 
nicious practice ■ that they should appoint officers who hanj got some 
other work to do of an executive kind as Registrar of Trade Unions. The 
Registrar of Trade Unions is a judicial officer and if you appoint the 
Director of Industries or the Director of the Labour Bureau as the Re¬ 
gistrar of Trade Unions, then the Registrar of Trade Unions is likely to 
perform his duty in a partial manner. I have just narraled an incident 
which has created a doubt in our mind as to the impartiality of the officer. 
You know. Sir, in one of my speeches in this House, I mentioned tliat there 
is some trouble about the union at Sholapur. The employers of tbe workers 
in the textile industry at Shola,pur raised an objection tliat they Avould not 
recognise the Sholapur Union inasmuch as it was a branch of the Bombay 
Textile Labour Union. 'SVhether it was a pure accident or not, I find that 
the District Magistrate takes the same objection. Well, Sir, the District 
Magistrate may not have anything to do judicially about tbe registration 
of the trade union, but perhaps he may al.so be Registrar of Trade Unions in. 
Sholapur. But I do not know whether tbi.s is a fact or not. There is 
another accident, it is not only tiie District Magistrate of Sholapur who 
takes tlus objection to the Sholapur Union being a branch of the Bombay 
Textile Labour Union, but the Registi-ar of Trade Unions in Bombay called, 
as I have already stated, an officer of the Bombay Textile Labour’ Union and 
discussed the matter with him. I feel in my mind that there is a conspiracy 
between the employers in Sholapur and the District klagistrate. 

Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowmers’ Association : Indian Com¬ 
merce) : Me. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : You are not an employer there. I feel. Sir, that 
there is a conspiracy between the employers of Sholapur on the one hand 
and the District Magistrate of Sholapur and the Registrar of Trade Unions 
in Bombay on the other to see {hat the Sholapur Union does not form a 
branch of the' Bombay Textile Union. Otherwise, certainly it cannot he a 
- ■tke employers, the District Magistrate and the'Registrar 

'"f Trade Unions should all say one and the same thing regarding the union 
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at Sb-olapiir. All the three raise the same difficultj’ in the matter of regis¬ 
tration of the union. I am raising this question because I feel that the 
Registrars of Trade Unions do not yet realise that they are judicial officers. 
If they do not realise that they are judicial officers, they will prove to be a 
source of danger to the trade union movement in India. I want therefore 
a clear statement from, the Government of India as to Avhether these Re¬ 
gistrars of Trade Unions are considered to be judicial officers and if they 
are judicial officers whether it is right for a department of the Government 
of India to issue instructions to them and whether in fact any instructions 
were issued to them or not. Thirdly, whether it is a right policy for the 
Government of India or Local Got^ernments to appoint such persons as Re¬ 
gistrars as they do some other executive Avork as regards industries or as 
regards labour welfare Avork. I hope, Sir, the GoA’ernment of India will 
give me information on these points before I agree to vote for the considera¬ 
tion 'of this Bill. 


Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor t 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I do not rise to oppose the motion, but 
I wish to have certain doubts cleared. I do not pretend for a moment that 
I am.in touch with the activities of these trade unions or with the grievances 
against Trade Union Registrars and do not know whether they get justice 
or not. But I do want to point out to this House that while this Bill pro¬ 
fesses to clarify the doubts that at present exist in section 11 of the Act 
of 1926, this Bill, on the other hand, promotes some more doubts.^ It_ seems 
to me that so far as the fixing of the forum is concerned, the object is well 
achieved by making it clear that the jurisdiction is of the Judge Avithin whose 
local area the lieadquarters of the trade union is located. But so far as 
No. 2 is-concerned, the Statement of Objects and Reasons doe.s not indicate 
clearly what Judge may be appointed to hear appeals in Presidency Toavus 
and in Rangoon. The amendment is designed to make it clear that in such 
area,s the appeal lies to tlie High Court and there is no second appeal. In 
a so-called innocuous motion like this I really believe the trade unions are 
being deprived of a certain right which they at present enjoy. In Presi¬ 
dency Towns and in Rangoon under the old section 11 it w^as competent for 
the Local Government to appoint a Judge of the grade of a City CiauI 
Court Judge as the officer who must first entertain the appeal, and on any 
decision nassed by him there Avould be a second appeal to the BigU Court. 
But now, as it is, the trade union is deprived of the wght of^wo ^^Peals ‘ 
and given one appeal under the provisions of this Bill. It ma> so hap 
r>PTi under this provision it may really be entrusted to a single J^udge of the 
His-h Court sitting on the Original Sidfi to dispose of the appeal of a trade 
Siffin whoseTeg^ kas been refused. But Ave find under the existing 
urnvision that a Judge of the grade of City Court may be appom ed 
arthrc^urt to hear the first appeal. The,party Avill have not only the 
Siifit Ta first appeal hut, in the event of his not having his grievance 
beneut o a j , ^ opportunity, of having the 

Lis? judSd by oSjudges on the AppellaS Side. Therefore while 

this BiU pretends to he very innocuous, nl^Act of 

substantial right which at present exists under section 11 of the old Act of 

1926. ^ 

NoaV I may also point out another doubt which I feel with reference 
the drafting of the present Bill. In sub-clause .(-3) of clause 11 what jmu 
^d is tSf for the-purposes of an appeal finder sub-section (l) 'an apellate. , 
^urJ Shan, so far as may be, follow the same procedure and have the same 
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powers as it follows and has when iiyirig a suit under the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908. I take it by “ for the purpose of an appeal under sub¬ 
section (1) ” is probably meant “ In the dispo.sal of any apiieal enter¬ 
tained under clause (1) ”• Bnt -what follows 1 The eo\u't has all the 
powers which an original court trying an original .suit i.s entrusted with. 
That is, I take it, it has all the powers of getting an answer, framing issues, 
receiving eA'ideuce, and then disposing of it. I dare say, that is a valuable 
provision, but when we come to ,sub-clause (4) of clause 11 we find : 

“ la the cv-ent of tlie tlibmiss.nl of aii appeal by any court appointed under clause (h) 
of sub-section (1), the person .agerieved sli.all have a right of appeal to the High Court, 
and the High Court .shall, for the i)urposc of such an appeal, have all the pov.-cre of 
an appellate Court under sections (2) and (3) ”, 

which means that even in the second appeal provided for in the High Court, 
the High Court shall receive all evidence and shall adopt the same proce¬ 
dure as is followed in the trial of .suits, so tliat botli in the first apj'eal 
as well as in the second appeal the proceedings will be in the nature of a 
trial by the original side. If that is the meaning intended, T do not for 
one moment doubt that trade unions are given a substantial advantage under 
sub-clause (4) of both eonrt.s hearing the evidence—that is what it means 
when it says “ shall have all the powers ” given under sub-clause (3) also. 
But if it is not intended by the Government and .still the clause is left like 
that, I am afraid the High Court to w'hich the party goes will say “It is 
in the nature of a second appeal and we will consider onl.v a que.stion of law 
and nothing else.” That is why I wish the Government would make it per¬ 
fectly clear whether in the second appeal provided for under sub-clause (4) 
the High Court will adopt the procedure followed in tlie trial of a suit, or 
that they will only hear the matter on the evidence recorded by the first 
appellate court. Their Lordships of the High Court are shy of going into 
even important questions of fact and confine tbeni.selves to "mere qucistions 
of law. It used to be humorously said that when a lawyer said, “ In fact 
the law is so and so ” a Judge said “ This is a second appeal ; don’t use 
the word fact ! ” In face of sucli a construction by the High Court Judges 
the parties would again have to come to tliis Assembly for clarifjnng these 
doubts also. Therefore I do wish that the Government will make it perfect¬ 
ly clear what powers in the second appeal are given to the appellate court. 
In the Statement of Objects and Reasons it is said that opportunity has been 
taken to define clearly the powers of the High Court in the second appeal, 
Dut as I read sub-clause (4) I do not find it like that. Therefore it is I wish 
to ask the Honourable Member as to what exactly he means by saying that 
tie ,appellate court, the High Court in the second appeal, shall have the 
same powers as under sub-clauses (2) and (3) of this Bill. I may also 
suggest to the Honourable Member that in providing for costs under sub¬ 
clause (4) he may provide that the costs of both the first and second appeals 
rjay be granted by the second appellate court. 


With these observations. Sir, I leave it to the House to say, or such 
Honourable Members as are interested in trade unions to say, whether it 
should he passed as it is on the floor of the House or that it should go through 
a Select Committee. , 


Mr Ryesident vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Lala Lajpat Eai, one .of the Ranel of Chairmen.-) 
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IJJie jHonoiirable jWr. A. 0. McWatters : Sir, with regard to the re¬ 
marks made by my Honourable friend, Mr, Joshi, about the position of the 
Eegistrar, 1 am not a legal Pandit myself, but the duties of the Registrar 
are those laid down in the Indian Trade IJnions Act and 1 leave it to the 
legal members of ithe House to decide .whether it makes him a judicial officer 
or an executive officer. The main point which Sir. Joshi desired to make 
was that Government were bringing undue infiuenee to bear on Registrars, 
particularly with regard to registration of unions of Government servants. 
If the Honourable Member had wished for information on that point, 1 
think he might very well have put down a question for answer by my 
Honourable colleague the Home Member and he would have got a complete 
answer to it. The exact facts are not within my knowledge but I know 
there are certain difficulties in bringing the registration of Government ser¬ 
vants of different classes within the Trade IJnions Act in consequence of 
their position as Government servants imder the Government Servants Con¬ 
duct Rules, and those questions are being explored at the present moment. 
As the Honourable Member knows, there are unions of Government servants 
of all classe.s, some clerical and other workers ; and the whole question wants 
thrashing out. I may inform the Honourable Member that the question is 
under consideration at the piesent moment. I do not think he was at all 
fair in bringing accusations of partiality against Registrars, and I think 
that they are, so far as I know, acting extremely fairly in their relations 
towards trades unions. 


Now, Sir, with regard to the legal point raised by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar^ there again I think it ivould have helped 
us if the Honourable Member had been kind enough to put down some 
amendments on the paper and we could then have considered the points 
carefully. The first point was that there should be a second appeal within 
the Presidency To-wns. All I can say to that is that during the original 
debate it was made perfectly clear by my Honourable friend, Mr. Jinnah, 
that he did not want a second appeal in the Presidency Towns. What he 
did want was that the High Court should at least once be able to take cog¬ 
nisance of these cases, and it was in order to give effect to what we believed 
to be the desire of the House that we drafted the Bill in this way. With re¬ 
gard to the second point I am afraid I do not see the Honourable Member’s 
difficulty. As the Bill is drafted, it seems to me that full powers are givra 
to the High Court in appeal just as much as to the original 
and I see no reason to suppose that the High Court Judges w^ take a more 
limited view of their powers in appeal, but if tbe Honourable Member wishes 
to move an amendment we shall consider it. 

Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : I am satisfied, Sir 
given by the Honourable Member. That is really what I ^'^nt 
fewer 6i the High Court should not be limited even in second appeal but 

should be extensive. . 

“■Mr 'Chairman (Lala Lajpat Rai) : The question is . 

t?e™o amend tbe Indian Trade Unions Act, 1926, for a certain purpose, 

he taken into consideration.” 

The motion ivas adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 


Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were' added to the Bill. 
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The Eonourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : Sir, I move that the Bill be 

passed. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City : Non-Mnliainmadan Urban) : 
Sir, 1 only want to remove a misconception wliich has arisen in the course 
of the debate. A second appeal Avill depend upon the Letter.s Patent as 
now amended and the i-ules framed by the High Court. If the appeal 
is made to a single Judge of the High Coui’t from the Registrar’s order, 
then there may be an appeal under the Letters Patent to two Judges, 
whatever the Assembly may have said or whatever is supposed to be 
implied in this Bill. There will be a second appeal to two Judges if the 
first appeal is made to a single Judge of the High Court. But if under 
the rules of the High Court the appeal from the Registrar’s decision is 
heard by two Judges of the High Court, Avliy, then, there will not be any 
further appeal. 


Mr, N. M. Joshi •. May I also saj-^ a few words, Sir ? The Honourable 
Mr. MeWattei’s stated that it was not of importance to decide whether 
the Registrar is a judicial officer or an executive officer. I feel, »Sir, that 
it is necessary to decide it because I think it is on account of misunder¬ 
standing in the minds of the Registrars that they are judicial officers and 
not executive offieei’s, that incidents like those which I have mentioned 
just notw, occurred. • The Registrar, if he realises that he is a judicial 
officer, will call a man judicially if he wants to give certain decisions. 
But at present I find that the Registrar sends for him as if he was the 
Collector or some kind of executive officer, and it is not right that a 
judicial officer should act in such an unjudicial manner. The difficulty is 
this. Sir. The Registrars not realising that they are judicial officers take 
upon themselves the duties of Inspectors of trade unions. As a matter 
of fact there is no provision for Inspectors of trade unions in our legis¬ 
lation at all. Registrars are merely Registrars and their dutv is to receive 
certain returns ; if they find that the returns are not written in the 
proper manner they may send them back and get them made in a proper 
manner ; but beyond that the Registrar of Trade Unions has no power 
or authority. Unfortunately these Registrars consider that they have 
got large powers. I therefore want the Government of India to let the 
Registrars know clearly that they are merely Registrars and not Inspec¬ 
tors ; it IS necessary that they should know that they are judicial officers 
and not executive officers. 


The Honorable Mr, A. 0. McWatters : Sir, I do not propose at this 
stage of the Bill to enter into any disquisition as to the characteristics 
and qualities of Registrars. As I have said I am not a legal Pandit and 
A ^ must he decided by the Courts which have to interpret the 

Act. With regard to the point, made by Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, I gather 
Moiii him and 1 have no doubt whatever that he is right—^that if the High 
Court so decides by its rules a second appeal will, lie in the Presidency 
iow^. All 1 can say is that I have no objection and I am sure that 
ivir. Uuraiswamy Aiyangar will be extremely pleased. 


Mr, Chairman'(Lala Lajpat-^Rai) : The question is ; ^ 
he the Indian Trade Unions Act, 1926, for a certain purpose,' 


The motion was adopted. 



THE INDIAN SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy (Home Department : Nominated Official) : Sir, I 
move that the Bill further to amend the Indian Succession Act, 1925, 
for a certain purpose, be taken into consideration. 

When I moved for leave to introduce the Bill, I think I said all that 
was to be said on this very short Bill, and it will be found fully exxjlained 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. The intention of the Bill is 
to give sure effect to what was the intention of the Government and of 
the Legislature at the time of amending the Indian Succession Act in 
1926. I do not think there is anything more to say and I hope the House 
will accept the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was aded to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy ; Sir, I move that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE REPEALING- AND AMENDING BILL. 

Mr. L. Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department) : Sir, I laojfi 
that the Bill to amend certain enactments and to repeal certain other 
enaotments, he taken into consideration. 

(At this stage Lala Lajpat Rai vacated the Chair which was resumed 
by Mr. President.) i 

I do not propose to weary the House with any attempt to enter into 
the details of this legislation. I must confess. Sir, that there is no principle 
in this Bill at all. It 'is merely an attempt to bring our Statute-book 
up to date by making certain alterations of a formal nature. The State¬ 
ment of Objects and Reasons sets out more clearly than I can the actual 
reasons for the amendments, so I propose to trouble the House no further 
and I move. 

The motion was adopted. ■ 

Clauses 2, 3 and 4 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Schedule was added to the Bill. 

Mr. L. Graham : Sir, I move that the Bill be passed. 

The mo'tion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra .(Finance Member) : 
Sir, I move that the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Ac , 
1922, for a-certain purpose, be taken into consideration. 

■ , . ( 947 ) ' ■ ■ ■ 



948 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[Htii Sei'T. 1928. 


[Sir BlmpoTKlrn Natli Milra.J 

Sir, sub-section (3) of section 5 of the Jiulian Income-tax Ad runs 
as follows : 

“ There elmll be n Coiiiniissioiier of Iiieoine-tax for eacli Province who ehall Ite 
appointoil b^ tlie Governor Generjil in Council after (on«iilcriition of iiny recom- 
inei'dntion inaite bv the TjOcuI Governinoiit in thin behalf.’' 

Sir, this short iincl simple Bill hofore the Ilon.^-e proposes to omit 
the words “ after consideration of any recommendation made liy the Local 
Government in this behalf ” from this particular suh-seelion. The reason 
■for this omission arises from the fact lliat the administration of the Act 
has been taken over now by the Government of India. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muliammadan) : Sir. in n way T 
welcome this small measure which the Honourable the Finance Itlember 
has just moved. But it is not a .small measure. As the mailer .stands 
at present, there is a fireat amount of scandal, and one has to sec whether 
the standard of morality that at present prevails in the Income-tax 
Department when lhc.se api)ointmenls are made fhrou'.'h the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Local Governments, will not he improved when the adminis¬ 
tration of the Inconie-tax Act is taken over entirely by the Government 
of India. We have also to consider another })oim, and that is, whether 
the standard of manners of Income-tax Otlicer.s will not be improved by 
the new step that will be taken under this head. 

Kegarding the' standard of morality of Income-tax Ofiicens in my 
Province, Sir, there have been grave scandals and they are the subject 
of agitation in the Press both in mj” province as well as in Bengal. It 
hjas been the practice with the Government of India to recruit officers 
from the Local Government who at timc.s know too much and who at 
times try to take measures that are not conducive to the good adminis¬ 
tration of the Income-tax Department, and that often harasses the 
people of the province. I will ju.st refer to one case, the well-known 
Darbhanga case, which was the subject of a judicial inquiry before the 
courts. I do not know what happened to it later. But I will read to 
the House a short extract about this case from the Scarchlu/hi, the pro¬ 
vincial paper of Bihar and Orissa. This is what that paper'wrote in 
their issue of 10th April, 1927 : 

“ On Saturday the 2nd instant, before the Subordinate Judge at Darbhanga a 
suit, on behalf of Maharajadhir.a.i of Darbh'uiga, was filed by Mr. Pugh, appcariiin. ^itb 
Mr. Jayswal and Mr. Manoharlal, against (1) Mr. W. Johnston, I.C.S., Coinmi.ssioncr of 
Income-ta.x, (2) Mr. Haridas Ghatterjec, Assistsint Comjnis.sioner of lncoino-ta.\ and 
(3) Babu Mob.'in Prasad Chaudhiy, Income-tax OTiecr, Daibhanga, to restrain the'de- 
fendants from realising an alleged illegal leyj- of 8 lakhs said to be income-tax and 
puper-tax and d lakhs penalty for non-payment of the above taxes within the 30th March 
1927. The plaint alleges that iMs iar of 8 lakhs was Ipvicd malioiously and without 
jurisdiction in respect of the income for 1925-36.’" 

Then, Sir, I find in the Searchlight of the 2nd December, 1927 a 
reference has again been made to this case ; ’ 

“ Sir Sultan Ahmed, appearing for the defendants, urged that he limited his 
petition to .the trial of the two issues only, the first of court fees and the second of the 
inconipetcncy of the suit for want of notice under Section 80 of the Cixil Procedure 
Code, ' ' . 

Mr. Jayswal opposed the piecemeal trial of any particular issue except that on court- 
fees. He urged that the main defendant (#he Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax) 
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was trj'iiig to avoid an inquiry about the allegations of his endeavours to exact money. 
He on beiialf of the Maharaja made a written offer iu court that if the Governninet 
would proceed under the Public Servants Conduct Act with a trial in the Court on the 
said issue the case would be given up. The Subordinate Judge, Mr. J. N. Ghose,- has 
now given his judgment declining to hear any prcliminaiy issue except that of court 
fees. ’ ’ 


Now, Sir, tlie Maharaja of Darbhanga is a well-known man in financial 
circles, and if he likes he can upset the Calcutta and Bombay share 
markets at any time. I find that the Maharaja Sahib was assessed to 
income-tax as follows : 


In 1920-21, he was assessed under 4 lakhs. 


In 1921-22, he was assessed under 4 lakhs. 


In 1922-23, he was assessed about 13 lakhs. 

In 1923-24, he was assessed about 11 lakhs. 

In 1924-25, he was assessed about 18 lakhs. 

But somehow in 1925-26 the Maharaja of Darbhanga’s income was 
reduced to nil and no income-tax was assessed in his ease ! There 
was a huge uproar. Thereafter, the next year, there was a levy of 8 
lakhs income-tax- -with four lakhs of rupees as penalty for the year 
1925-26 and this assessment was done by the same Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner of Income-tax who had assessed nil a year ago. This is scandalous ! 


Sir, last session, I think, in Delhi I raised a point of information in 
this connection with another Bill to amend the Income-tax Act, and I 
believe my friend Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh also wanted to refer to it, but 
the Government of India tiien told us that the case was sui-judice and 
that we could not go into the matter. But I think that the case is not 
Sill) judioe and the ease has been circulated privately. But I am referring 
to this particular instance to show that officers of the provincial service 
and even of the Indian Civil Service, who kiaow too well the people, go 
out of their way to maliciously harass the people. 


hly second point is that the standard of good manners will have to 
be improA^ed by officers thus recruited. Everybody here who has know¬ 
ledge of collection of income-tax will admit that there are at times grave 
harassment to the assessees ; at times the Income-tax Officers deal with 
them very unfairly and very rudely and almost imitate the habil* and 
customs of iiolice officers. I do hope therefore that when the centralisa¬ 
tion is complete and in the departmental examinations after the recruit¬ 
ment of these officers, the test of good manners will be one of the most 
important test by which officers are to be promoted to a higher grade. 


Sir with your permission I ivill read one or tiyo lines from tire same 
naper the SeariMight, once again-from an issue dated Sunday, the 14th 
Kust 1927 It happened that our' old friend Mr. Tottenham visited 
mv° province. His attentioU was particularly draivn to the scandalous 
S treatment that the Ihcome-tax officials mete out to the gentry in my 


province : 

“ Not unoften some Income-tax officers in the province have been accused of 

meeting out discourteous treatment to the tax-payers,-;• 

^ and so on, and the paper complains'that ^ they are not received with 
. Snary counrtesy hut are treated very„hadly., '^he paper further men- 
Uona-here that the Commissioner of Income:fax they have in Bihar and 
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Oi'issa likes lo slay in llie e(>iiipiirittiv<-Iy iiilly l■IiIIi^llf' of lifiticht rallH-r 
tJian ill Patna ^vlu(•ll is tin* eapital of llie province, and the jeuplc nlio 
wish to appeal lo liiin have to spend a Jot of money !<» po out of their way 
to Itanelii. T do not Icnow if Mr. 'I’otfenhatn iininired into this when je- 
was in Hihar and Orissa. 1 will .ins! refer to another passnue v.iitten 
si)ee.ially for .Mr. 'J’ot tonliatn‘s benefit ; 

‘‘ Xot riiol'ti'n l omiilaints ef i!l-freatinciit liy inilividusl ofli( C(-.i aiih ijacnf 

llL‘.lV.^ .'i'--'-e,'i''ments rdiiie to Olir Itolice.’' 

Sir. it is not the ef)inplaitit ttf the jno\ij)ee of Ilihar .-ind ttii'-Ji 
alone. This is the eoinplainl of every provinee in India. If the junior 
Ineome-ta.v ofiiccr find.s tliaf Jtn.v a'-sc.^^ee tidte.s it into his head to complain 
again.st him he linrassc.s him by inereasina’ his asse>;M,ient 'I’iiis kiiul <if 
vindictive spirit onfrlit not to be j>ractised by Die Itieoine-la.': t.tiiieers. 
Tbey .should bo of a .iudicinl frame of niiiul atid lUtt like the bara'-sint; 
police officers or C'. 1. Ds. Sir. 1 do not know wbtoher Mr. 'rottenbiim 
inquired about it when be visited ni.v province last yetir and whetlier lie 
tried to better Die condition there .so that tlic peojile are not heinfr 
liaras.secl there an.v longer perhaps. I have talkt'd with my friends and 
I am .soriy to find tliat in Bombay and Calentta—and at one time f 
spent a good deal ('f niy life in Bombay City jind 1 know a trood deal of 
Calcutta—in Bombay and Calcutlti I know there exist eerfain rings and 
combines who think (hat (hey enn control the Income-tax Commi.s.sinnc’i‘.s 
and Onieens in the different ])rovinees ami that they can reirnlale the 
a.s.seSRnieiit of hig cajiitali.st.s. I know this is tlie practice. Of course 
poor ])cople cannot got the help of these gilded combines in wliieli I hear 
some very bigli retired Government oflieials are concerned who by their 
influence in the clubs where they sociall.v assoeinie with the lnennn‘-lax 
Commissioners and other Eiiroinsnn Inconie-ta.x ofiicer.s can induce them, 
or profe.ss to he in a position to induce them, to reduce tin* inennie-ta.v 
assG.ssnient. This is coninion knowledge. T tliiiik it may lie in the know¬ 
ledge of the Finance illemher and wlien Die JInnoiirahle Die Finance 
Member centralises eonipletoly the recruitnumt of Ineonie-Ia.x (tfiieer.v 
I hope lie will see that Die recruitment i.s done in siieli a way that iieoplo 
of tiu^infevior mentality or people of a vindictive turn of mind are not 
taken into the Income-tax Departnienl. That is my first jioint. iMy 
second point i.s that income-tax ofiicer.s should lie above a certain standard 
of life and certain .stand of moralit.v so that they cannot be iiulueed by 
a glass of wliisky and .soda or oilier inducements. 1 do noi accuse ibem 
of an.v bribery, but 1 liavo before me this iiartienlar instance in Bihar 
and Orissa Avliieh is of connnon knoAvledge to ever.v body. Tliere is an 
irriprcssion in the minds of jieoplc—there is a guess of briheiy—tliat those 
golden gangs of influential rings in Bombay and Calcutta influence 
high Income-tax officials and income-tax is Iherchy reduced. This needs 
close investigation. T desire to see Government collecting their full 
due.s. At Die .same lime, T do not like that the Ineome-tax Departnienl 
.should be worse than the C. T. D. or the Police Department and be a 
source of continnons bara.ssmcnt to the people, and I do hojie these 
observations of mine will be taFcn into consideration by the Honourable 
the Finance Member and that lie will watch' the Tncomo-tax Departnienl 
and free it from all such scandals. 
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Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: Indian Commerce) : Sir, I rise 
simply to obtain a piece of information from the Honourable Member. 
In the Statement of Objects^id Iteasons the last sentence runs ; 

■' ‘' This proposal has the assent of all Local Governments except one. ’ ’ 

one. • ’ 

I should liim to "which is the Local Government that had the moral 

courage to d^^-om the Government of India. 

»n}iG'-^nrfo^able Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Sir, I much regret that 
Ttfy^riend, Llr. B. Das, should have tried to discuss on the floor of this 
House a particular ease which I understand is still suit judice. 


Mr. President : If the Honourable Member had said so at the time, 
I should have stopped Mr, Das. 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; I did not know at the 
moment that the matter was suh judu'.e. I thought he said definitely that 
if was not. But immediately thereafter, I made inquiries and T under¬ 
stand that it is suh judice. When that ease is finished) I shall be glad to 
answer in this House any questions which my Honourable friend may 
desire to make in that connection. 


I am sorrj'- also that my Honourable, friend has taken advantage of 
the present occasion to cast aspersions, and unmerited aspersions, on a 
body of public servants. It must be, Sir, the unfortunate lot of every 
collector of revenue to find himself at some stage or other in disfavour 
with the people who ha'^^e to pay the tax, and I .submit that my Honour¬ 
able friend would have followed the more desirable course if he had 
brought to my notice any specific cases of harassment or ill-treatment or 
actions like that. As a matter of fact, he mentioned that certain cases 
were brought to the notice of Mr. Loftus Tottenham, the senior Member 
of 'the Central Board of Revenue when the latter visited his province 
quite recently. If my Honourable friend had waited until Mr. Loftus 
Tottenham had j-eturned to headquarters, and put questions to him or to 
me, we might have probahty settled most of his doubts about grievances, 
genuine or imaginary. But I submit, Sir, that it is hardly fair for him 
to cast aspersions on a body of public servants on an occasion like this. 
I shall not add anything more on that subject at the present moment. I 
have not the slightest donbt that my Honourable friend, when he re¬ 
considers the matter, will admit that my remarks are justihed. 


Mr. President ; The question is : 

“ Tliat the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, for a certain 
purpose, be taken into consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bfil. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 


The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Sir, I move that the 
ill he passed. . 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran : ^on- 
rnhommadL) •- Sir, just now my Honourable friend Sir Bhupendia 
hlitra said that if any irregularity with reference to the department 
fiH? Sh this Bill is concerned is hronghfto his notice, he will be 
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pleased to make inquiry and to and out tlie’^uth. Last year I hronght 
one objectionable circular, whicli was issuccr^' tlie Commissioner of 
Income-tax of Bihar and Orissa before this Hou.seJS;nd Sir Basil Blackett, 
instead of meeting my point, tried to evade rei)lyiiigH^my question (.-!« 
IfoiiourahJc HJcmher : “ And to defend ”). and to deflSiJ the particular 

circular whieli was issued by the Income-tax Commissinno^vf-Bihar and 
OTissa. In course of that circular, which was alleged to be a ooufldeTitial 
one and not meant for publication,—!!! the course of that circular, whicn 
was issued by the Incotne-tax Commissioner to all his stibordinate otTicers. 
it was stated in so many words that in any particular case they must 
take a view which is favour.able to the department, and leave the 
assessce to press for a decision in the High Court if he is so advised. 1 
am quoting exactly what that circular .stated. I asked on wliat ])ri!)ciples 
of jiistice, equity and good conscience can a circular like that be defended, 
and my Ilonourable friend, the then Finance i^fember, did not reply to 
that question. Then this matter was ialcen uj) by the Chamber of 
Commerce of Bihar and Orissa, and a representation from that Chamber 
was addressed to the Central Board of Eevenue. In reply flie Central 
Board of Revenue merely referred to the .statement m;idc by ,Sii* Basil 
Blackett in this House. I want to know, Sir, .specifieally the circumstances 
under which that objectionable and obnoxious cirendar wa.s i.ssued. tlie 
justification for issuing it, and whether the Honourable i^Icmber, .since 
he is in a communicative mood, will be pleased to say if the circular ha.s 
been withdrawn or not. 

Mr. Ram ISfarayan Singh (Chota Nagpur Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan) : Sir, my Ilonourable friend the Finance Member look .strong 
objection to the remarks of my Honourable friend Mr. B. Da.s. He sug- 
ge.sled that if any incident like the one he referred to wa.s l)rought to 
his notice he would take all possible measures to .stop it. At the .same 
time he regretted that my Honourable friend utilised the o])j)ortunity 
to pass strong remarks against a body of public servants. My Honour¬ 
able friend Jlr. Gaya Prasad Singh has just quoted an instance in Avhicli 
the Ilonourable the Finance Member hopelo-s.sly failed to take any notice. 

Mr. President : Not this Pina!ico ^Member. 

An Honourable Member : The Finance Department. 

IMr. Ram Narayan Singh : It may be the present temporary Finance 
Member or the permanent Finance Illeinbei', but on the whole it is the 
Finance Member. I may say in this resiiect, Sir. that this GoA'crnment 
is so hopelessly rotten. 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh ; Sir, I am prepared to say that wo should 
take every possible opportunity to say anything and everything about 
this Government in this House. 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

Mr, Ram Narayan Singh : However. Sir, I say tliat whenever anv- 
tliing is brought to their notice, tliey should take every possible care 
to satisfy us that the grievance is remoA^ed. But they do not. When they 
are criticised, they regret the criticism and take .strong objection. I think 
this is due to their inability, and this they should regret.' 
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Mr. B. P. Naidu (Guntur ciim Nellore : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, I hope I may he permitted to say a few words Avith reference to the 
remarks made by my Honourable friend Mr. B. Das. The complaint made 
by him with regard to bad manners is not confined only to his province 
but extends even to my province. There was recently a conference of 
income-tax assessees and they have made a list of their grievances. I 
regret that I haA^e not got the list with me noAV, hut one of the grieAmnces 
is this lack of good manners on the part of income-tax ofiicials. I should 
like to knoAv under AA'hat circumstances the Government of'India are 
attempting to make this change noAV. The Statement of Objects and 
Reasons saj'^s : 

* ‘ Tlic taking over by the Government iif India of the administration of the Act 
1 .S far advanced.” 

I do not understand what that means. It may be that they Avant to have 
a comprehensive and centralised serA'ice, but I do not think that that 
necessity would justify the taking of the Avhole of the service out of the 
purAUCAA’’ of Local Governments altogether. With these remarks, Sir, I 
should like to suggest that the change is not altogether Avell-advised. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (BurdAvah Dhusion : Non-Muhammadan Rural): 
Sir, I have no intention 'of taking part in this debate. 

Mr. 0. BuraisAvamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded District and Chittoor : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Then keep quiet. 

Mr. Amar, Nath Dutt : I whole-heartedly approve of the principle of 
this Bill and I Avould have been glad if the Finance Member had gone 
further than the formation of an all-India cadre of Commissioners of 
Income-tax and created an all-India service of Income-tax Officers. Be 
that as it may, my reason for rising on this occasion is the chastisement 
Avhich has been dealt to my Honourable friend Mr. B. Das for his protest 
about the honesty of the Income-tax Officers. Sir, my Honourable friend 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh has already pointed out the existence of mischievous 
circulars and AA’-e do not knoAV whether they have been withdrawn yet or 
not. I may point out to the Honourable the Finance klember that about 
four or five years ago I introduced a Bill in order to give some relief to 
the holders of Government iiromissory notes, some relief in the shape of 
income-tax not being deducted at the maximum rate but at the rate at 
Avhich the assessee is ordinarily assessed, and though that Bill is being 
brought in year after yeai’, as is the fate of all non-official Bill,s, AA’^e hardly 
get any chance. At one time I remember that the Honourable Mr. Lloyd 
was pleased to liaA'e a conference AAutli me and he requested me to Avith- 
draw that Bill in vicAV of a certain circular AA'hich he said Avas promulgated 
and Avhich enabled Income-tax Officers to grant anticipatory certificates. 
Sir I shall only place before this House an instance hoAA' his circular is 
acted upon. I myself asked for an anticipatory certificate. It AAms said 
that my income was liable to fiuctuation and I must be assessed at the 
maximum rate although my income is certainly not Rs. 50,000 a year. 
This is the A\'ay in Avhich anticipatory certificates are refused. 

There is one other fact which I Avish to bring to the notice of the 
Honourable Member—probably he is not aAvare of it, haAung been the 
whole of his life in Government service—that at times even - poor men 
whose income is not eA^en Rs. 1,000 a year are assessed to income-tax in 
order to swell tho income-tax returns. You Avill find that CA^ei-y year the 
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income-tax that is’ realised from a particular province is increasing. 
This is eertainl}' not due to the prosperity of the country. All these 
facts I bring to the notice of the Honourable the Finance jMember in 
order that he may take the necessary steps to constitute an all-India 
service where there would be, I say advisedly, less corruption and less 
harassment. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan) : I also did not wish to take part in this debate so far as this 
particular Bill Avas concerned, but seeing that the debate has become rather 
broad-bottomed, I also Avish to say something on the subject. Last Session 
I brou«'ht to the notice of the Honourable the Finance klember that his 
Incom^tax Officers are ahvaj's obsessed AAuth the desire of increasing in¬ 
come-tax returns. I also brought to his notice that they exercise the 
discretion A’-ested in them under section 23 of tlie Act arbitrai-ily. The 
burden of proof of the fact that a person has got a particular income is, 
according to laAV, on the Income-tax Officer, but in practice you Avill find that 
-those persons AAdio do not file an,y returns are penalised arbitrarily. In my 
OAvn proA’inee I haA’e knoAATi of cases Avhere the Income-tax Officers haA'c 
without rhyme or reason doubled the amount of the income-tax on account 
of the assessee not furnishing the return. Moreover, there are A'arious other 
ways bj^ Avhich the Income-tax Officers harass the public. The Income-tax 
Department, as is Avell knoAAm, is vei-y unsympathetic towards tlie people, 
and if any complaint is mad© the same stereotyped reply is given by every 
Finance Member, be be European or Indian, that as a tax collector lie is 
hound to be unsympathetic. If that is the reply to every sort of criticism, 
whether w'ell-grounded or not, I think thei’c is an end of the matter. So 
far as the uniformity of taxation is concerned, I brought to the notice of 
the Honourable the Finance Member that the administration of the income- 
tax is A'ery harsh tOAvards undivided Hindu families. It Avas admitted by 
the Finance Member at the time, that as a matter of fact the proAusions 
of the Income-tax Act Aver© harsh on undivided Hindu families and the 
uniformity of taxation Avas not to he found there. Us. 20 to 25 lakhs more 
are brought to the Exchequer by this harshness and by this inequity 
toAvards undivided Hindu fainilie.s, and as a consequence the Income-tax 
Department has not seen its way to secure uniformity of treatment for 
undiAoded Hindu families. It is A’^ery unfortunate that a non-official Bill 
cannot be piloted through this House A'ery easily. I had a mind to bring 
up a non-official Bill in this connection, but in the life of this Assembly I 
cannot be successful in getting it passed. IMay I hope that GoA'ernment Avill 
take up the matter .and bring in a Bill to meet the difficulty of the un¬ 
divided Hindu family ? 

Mr, B. Das ; Sir, the Honourable the Finance Member Avill see Avhat 
support I haA'e in this House and I need not refute the insinuation Avhieh 
he suggested at the end of his speech. If I cited the Darbhanga ease, I 
thought the ease Avas settled. 

Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh : My information is that the Darbhanga case 
has been settled. 

. . Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : My information is that 
it is still before the courts. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Then your,information may be more accu¬ 
rate. 
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3Wr. B. Das : It may have gone back to the eonrts again. ‘ f ^ 

Mr. President : In any case it is doubtful. 

Mr. B. Das : In any ease I did it in good faith, and with the good inten¬ 
tion of helping the Government in the proper collection of income-tax 
revenue and incidentally raising the department to a standard of high 
efficiency. I did not charge the income-tax officials with that amount of 
depravity which the Honourable the Finance Member has read into my 
speech. To support my point, I have in hand another cutting from the 
same paper, the Searchlight, which shows how Income-Tax Officers un¬ 
necessarily harass the ordinary income-tax payers. It was a case from 
Sambalpnr which is in Orissa. The report says : 

' “ in tlie application of Ram Pratap Thandn J-Inll the Commissioner of Income- 
tax refused to refer his case to the High Court on the ground that the application was 
one day too late, being beyond one month and ouc day after the judgment of the 
Assistant Commissioner of Purulia. Mr. Jaya3^yal, ajjpearing for the petitioner, com¬ 
plained that there was a tendency on the part of the Commissioner to plead limitation 
where no limitation arose. The vie\v of the Commissioner offended against the General 
Clauses Act and against common sense and practice that time must be counted from the 
day when the order is passed that is communicated to the Assessor and not from the day 
when an’ order is merely signed. The counsel for the Commissioner admitted that 
in view of the General Clauses Act he could not support the decision of the Commissioner 
on the point. Their Lordships (that is, Mr, Justice Ross and Mr. Justice Kulwant 
Sahay’) decided the point against the Commissioner.''’ 

Their Lordships also wanted the Commissioner to submit certain further 
information in connection with the case. These things are happening 
every day, and my duty towards the people of this country impels me to 

ventilate the grievances of the public on the floor of this House. 

> • 

The Honourable the Finance Member suggested that there should be a 
certain amount of cordiality between him and this side of the House and 
we should talJc over things privately. There cannot be any cordiality 
between the Treasury Benches and this side of the House. If the Finance 
Member uses his influence with the Treasury Benches and they show on 
all occasions that spirit of cordiality which he wants us to shew on this 
occasion, then many of the things which we say on the floor of the House 
will he said in their chambers or we maj’’ speak to them in the lobbies, but 
we find that that atmosphere is entirely laclting in the Government at 
present. 

The Honourable Sir Bhup'endra Nath Mitra : If the remarks of my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Das, like those of my Honourable friend, Mr. Ram 
Narayan Singh, were actuated by a general distrustyof every Member on 
the Treasury Benches, then I have nothing more to say. But I can tell 
both of my Honourable friends that when they oust us from these Benches 
they will Ibe up against the same difficulty. To carry on the Government 
they will have to obtain a certain amount of money by taxation. As T 
liave already said, no tax-payer is in love with the tax collector. I do 
not think I ever used the word “ unsympathetic ” which was mentioned by 
my Honourable friend, hlr. Bhargava, We, as the Government, un¬ 
doubtedly desire that there should be the fullest sympathy between the tax 
■coUeetor and the tax-payer. But, Sir, it is obviously an unnatural state 
of things. For when the operation of the former touch the pocket of the 
tax-payer, the latter will say that the tax collector is unsympathetic. I 
have no personal knowledge of the particular incident to which my friend, 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, referred, but ^’udging from his remarks it seems 
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to me to be a somewhat similar ease. The Income-tax Collector, being a 
servant of the State, wants to collect what according to his lights he is 
required to collect under the Act. If the tax-payer thinks that the amount 
collected from him is not payable under the provisions of the Act, he has 
his right of appeal under the Act. All the same I shall again repeat to 
my friend, Mr. B. Das, that if he wiU give up his distrust of the Members 
of these- Benches and will bring before us specific grievances, I for one— 
and I am prettj-' sure that my friends Sir George Kainy and Mr. j\IcWatters 
—Mull always be glad to give him a patient hearing, (A.n SoiiouTahlB 
Memher : “ What about the other Members ? ”) Mr. Crerar is not here 
and I cannot refer to him at the moment. {An Konoxirable Member : 
“ Will you give us an assurance about your successor ? ”) I cannot 
commit my successor. (An Honourable Memher ; “ You are not sure 
of Mr. Crerar ?”) I cannot refer to him because he is not here at 
the- present moment, but I am sure he will be glad to follow the same pro¬ 
cedure. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : But ^mu have not answered my question. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I am not aware of the 
specific grievances of Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. As I understand the posi¬ 
tion, there was some circular which instructed the Income Tax Officers, 
that in making assessments they should pay more regard to the interests 
of the department which, as I understand it, are the same as the interests of 
the State, than to those of tbe a.s.se.ssee. If that is so, if my jiresumption is 
correct, I thinlt that should be the natural tendencj' of the department. 
The- Income-tax Collectors are there to collect as much money as they can 
for tbe State, consistently with the provision.s of ’the Income-tax Act. 
If there is any assessee who feels himself aggrieved by that asse.ssment, 
the Act itself provides him with the machinery for contesting the assess¬ 
ment of the Income-tax Officer. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Sir Basil Blackett disapproved of this 
notification on the floor of thi.s House. In view of his disapproval, has that 
circular been withdrawn ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mtra : I don’t know. If 
IMr. Gaya Prasad Singh had spoken to me about the matter before this 
, _^dchate, or asked a question, I would certainly have been able to give him 
an" c'ms\y,er. I submit, further, that these aVe questions which might more 
appropriately be di.scu.ssed when this House is voting the money for the 
Income-tax Deparlment, and not on a .small Bill like this. 

If I understood my friends Mr. B. Das' and Mr. Amar Nath Dutt cor¬ 
rectly, they all welcome the Bill as it will have the effect of improving the 
efficiency of the Income-tax admini.stration. Apparently my friend, 
Mr. Naidu, on the other hand, holds a somewhat different view. So far as 
we are concerned, the action we are taldng is not being taken with refer¬ 
ence to the particular point raised by Mr. B. Das, though I'should be, very 
• happy if it has that effect ; but we are taking it for quite a different reason 
which is clearly brought out in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 

Mr, President ; The question is : . 

Tli.at, tho Bill furthei to .smoiia the In<li:m Income-tax Act, 1922, for a certain purnose 
be p.^sed.” ' ’ ' ' 1 ; • A d, ’ 

The motion wa.s adopted. 
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THE 3IADRAS SALT (AMENDMENT) BILL. 'j 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Finance Member) : Sir, 
I move that the Bill further to amend the Madras Salt Act, 1889, for a 
certain purpose, be taken into consideration. 

This again, SiXj is a simple Bill and the object is fully explained in 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons, and I have nothing to add to what 
is stated therein. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I move that the Bill be 
passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN INSURANCE COMPANIES BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail¬ 
ways) : Sir., I move that the Bill further to amend the Indian Life Assur¬ 
ance Companies Act, 1932, for certain purposes, and to provide for the 
collection of statistical infox’ihation in respect of insurance business other 
than life a.ssuranee business, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken 
into consideration. 

It will not be necessary that I should say more than a very few words 
in support of this motion. It will be seen from the Report of the Select 
Committee that the Bill as a whole commended itself to that body, and 
that they thought it was a useful measure in substance. Only one amend¬ 
ment has been made bj' the Select Committee, namely, the omission of the 
words “ British ” before “ India ”, I thinlc in eight places in all. In 
case Members on the Benches besides me .should apprehend that the omis¬ 
sion of the word ” British ” has been made under any sinister inspiration, 
I hasten to add that the object of the omission is to meet the convenience 
of insurance companies, and also the convenience of the ixublic, of Govera- 
ment and of the Legislature, all of whom will have to consider the 
statistics which will be prepared under this Bill. As the Bill was oilginally 
drafted, the insurance companies would have been required _ tq ..submit' 
figures 'as to the business transacted by them, arranged under two beads, 
one for British India and the other for business transacted in other parts 
of the world. As the Bill now stands after amendment, any business 
transacted in the Indian States or in the foreign settlements in India will 
be classed with Indian business, and not with the business transacted in 
other places. Since the Committee reported. Sir, I have had the matter 
carefully examined by the Insurance Branch of my office, and I have no 
doubt that the amendment made is an improvement, and I hope will be 
satisfactory to all concerned. 

That, Sir, is all I need say in explanation of the Select Committee’s 
Report. As for the Bill as a whole,. I explained the idea underlying it, in 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons, and in the speech I made when I 
moved that the Bill should,be referred to Select Committee. J do not think 
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it necessary on this occasion that I should add anjdhing to what I said 
then. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 to 20 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, I beg to move that the Bill, 
as amended, be passed. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber : Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, I rise to say a few words on this, the third reading of 
the Bill. While we welcome this Bill to amend the Life Assurance Act, I 
am sure the Honourable 'the Commerce Member is fully aware that the 
public in general and the Indian public in particular, are very anxious 
that the Government should now hasten the preparation of the measure 
which is to affect not only life assurance, but insurance generally in India. 
This was pi-omised to us more than two ycai's back. But the Government 
of India is in this connection being held up owing to the inordinate delay 
which has taken place regarding a similar measure in Great Britain. Sir, 
the interest in India in insurance business has been increasing at a very 
considerable pace and I have not the slightest doubt that, not only in life 
insurance but also in insurance generally, there is a wide scope in India. 
I am therefore very anxious that the regulation of this business should be 
taken in hand as early as possible by Government. I am anxious that no 
set back should be given in_ India to Indian enterprise in this direction by 
acts of omission and commission on tlie part of those who are getting on 
with work in connection with insurance companies. Barring the fact that 
the Government of India are awaiting the insurance legislation in Great 
Britain to give them a lead—a fact the nece.ssity of wdiich I appreciate to a 
certain extent although I myself think that if this legislation in Great 
Britain is put off sine die, the Government of India will not be justified in 
delaying any furthei-—thi= fact .should uot be lost sight of, namely, that 
while we welcome this interim legislation, we hope the Government of 
India would be able to introduce their full Bill before another year expires. 
With tliese few words, I have very great pleasure in giving my support to 
this Bill which is now before the House for its final approval. 

Mr. President ; The question is ; 

“ That the Bill, as aiucniled, be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE MATCH INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail¬ 
ways) ; Sir, I beg to move that the Bill to provide for the protection of' 
the match industry, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, as I explained at the' time of its introduction, this Bill is a com¬ 
paratively simple measure aild all that it does is to transfer the existing 
duty on matches, and on veneers’and'Splints from the revenue part of tlie 
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Tariff Schedule to the protective part. 1 do not think, Sir, it ■will at all be 
necessary that I should speak at great length on this 'measure, although it is 
very far from’being an-unimportant one. 'When the Legislature is asked' 
'to pronounce that a certain industiy shall he treated as a protected industry,- 
that'is a matter which cannot be lightly treated and deserves full con¬ 
sideration. I think, Sir, that the Tariff Board, in the Beport which has 
been in the hands of Members for some little time norv, have given us a 
very valuable and interesting document. They have examined the question 
referred to them with great care and thoroughness, and in the opinion 
of .the Government of India they have amply justified their conclusions. It 
has been of course my duty to study the Beport very closely, and 
not by any means an unpleasant duty. Whether all the Members of this 
House share what is perhaps my morbid taste for tariff literature I am 
not prepared to sajq but of course haAung been responsible for a great deal 
of- literature of that kind myself, it is at any rate my duty to give due 
attention to the reports which are provided for my reading by other people. 
What interested me most in the Beport of the Tariff Board on the match 
industry was- this, that in the case of this industry we are presented \vith 
a series of features which have not presented themselves in any of the 
earlier enquiries, and which mark off this case as being rather a special 
one. The ordinary case of an industry demanding protection oceurrs when 
it can be treated as an infant industry supplying only a fraction of 
the country’s demand for the commodity concerned, whereas in this case, 
as the Tariff Board have reported, the industry is already able to meet 
the whole of the countiy’s demand for matches. That is an unusual 
feature. Again in ordinary cases the price of the article manufactured 
in India is regulated by the cost of importation. Thus, to-day, the cost' 
of the steel manufactured by the Tata Iron and Steel Company is in the 
main regulated by the price at which steel can be imported from Europe 
or America. But in the case of the match industry, this is not so at all. 
The price of Indian matches is at present determined solely by internal 
competition, and the price of imported matches has ceased to affect the 
price of Indian matches directly. Now, one consequence of that is this, 
that it is not much use considering what would be a fair selling price for 
Indian matches because even if we prohibited the import of foreign 
matches, the Indian manufacturer would get no more for his matches than’ 
he can obtain in competition with other manufacturers. . That again dis¬ 
tinguishes this case from the common ca.'^e. A third difference is this. 

In the previous cases, the protective duties have been imposed as new 
duties, and avc had to consider what the effect of that duty was lilcely to 
be both on the industry and on the consumer. But in this case the pro¬ 
tective duty has already been in force for six years and has ceased to impose 
any burden on the consumer, the reason being of course that the Indian 
industry has developed behind the tariff wall, and, as I have already said, 
the price of Indian matches is detennined by internal comnetition. The 
consumer, as far as the Government of India can judge, already obtains 
his matches as clieaply as he is ever likely to get them. The fourth differ¬ 
ence is thi.s. that in no previous case has it been a vital factor in the whole 
enquiry that there is a .very powerful and ably organised international 
trust in existence,in a great,many ,countries of the world, which'controls 
the manufacture of.the commodity proposed to be ;proteeted. That is a 
new factor in this'enquiry and.if-has^,had,to be given, .special weight. 
Finally, ..tliere is Bus,'very-interesting,.'feature,, that . we ha-s’e tp take into, i 
accqup.t the lowest finit in d.ur ciifrency system as a.factor which directly 
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affects the price that the manufacturer can charge and indirectly the 
amount of protection to be given. The Tariff Board have pointed out that, 
matches are at present sold in India lor one- pice a box and if the manu¬ 
facturer -^'ishes to raise his price he will have to double it because the next 
unit is two pice a box. 

-Wellj Sir, all these are to my mind veiy interesting points in the case 
and they have been given due weight by the Government of India in 
their c-onsideration of the matter. The Tariff Board have found, Sir, that 
the match industry satisfies the three conditions laid down by the Fiscal 
Commission. The Government of India fully accept that view. I do not 
propose to trouble the House by going in detail into the reasons which led 
the Board, and have led the Government of India, to that conclusion, 
because I think after the very clear and lucid statement given by the 
Tariff Board it is not necessary that I should do so. I Avill refer there¬ 
fore only to one point in that connection, namely, this, that there may 
be room for doubt as to whether at present matches can be made in India 
from Indian wood, equal in quality to the imported match. Now it might 
be argued on that ground that the industry does not possess a natural 
advantage which ordinarily protected industries ought to possess. I 
believe myself, Sir, that there is room for hope that the position in that 
matter will improve as time goes on, and I believe we can reasonably 
expect that a larger and larger proportion of Indian matches will be made 
from Indian wood. But what I think the Board have established is this, 
tha1 even with the handicap of using imported wood, it can still be shown 
that the industry will eventually be- able to resist world competition un¬ 
aided and vrithout assistance from Government. To my mind two of the 
conditions laid down by the Fiscal Commission hang closely together. 
These arc. first, that the industry should possess natural advantages, and 
secondly, that eventually the industry should be able to resist competition 
unaided. Ordinarily we have no data from which we can certainly deter¬ 
mine whether eventually the industry will be able to resist competition 
unaided or not, and we have therefore to be guided by the probabilities 
of ^-he case and the best evidence Ave can get. Usually the best evidence 
is .supplied by the natural advantages of the industry Avbatever they may 
hapjien to be ; hut in this case the position is different. From the vei'y 
careful analysis of the cost of production given by the Board I think we 
are eleai-ly entitled to draAv the inference that eventually the industry 
will be able to dispense Avith protection Avhen the preference for the im¬ 
ported match lias gradually been dissipated, and AA-ben Ave can be certain 
that the industry Avill not be expo.sed to attack by a A^ery poAimrful inter¬ 
national trust. 

Noav, AA'ben these circumstances exist, when we have independent 
CAudence showing that the industry aauU eventually be able-to dispense Avith 
protection, then Ave are fairly entitled to assume the existence of natural 
advantages because, unless the industry had such advantages, it could 
not in fact dispense with protection. I- do not for a moment .say that 
the industry has not natural adAmntages. for I think it has. . Taa^ of them 
I might,mention. 'It is quite clear from the Tariff Board’s figures'that 
the imported match dias to bear very heavy charges betAA'eendhe factory in 
the countries from Avhich it comes>and its arrival-at the port of de.stination. 
As nearly as I can make out these charges amount to something dike 25 
. per cent, of what would-be a-fgir selling■ price'fon.the imported match.' 
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Clearly this gives a great natural advantage to the locally made match. 
There was a second point to which the Tariff Board drew special atten¬ 
tion, namely, this. So far as the match industry is concerned, Indian 
labour is cheap labour. That does not necessarily mean low-paid labour, 
but it does mean that with the aid of the automatic machinery now in use 
in the match industry you can get a very effective return from Indian 
labour. 

The next point I want to deal with. Sir, for^a brief space is the 
question of the amount of the duty. There is no doubt of course that the 
rate of duty proposed is very high compared to the rates of duty we have 
applied in other eases. It is so high indeed that it approaches the point 
Where it would become prohibitive. Now, I think the House are entitled 
to some explanation of why the Government of India consider a very nigh, 
rate of duty justified. In the first place, there is the existence of this 
world-wide combine with immense financial resources which has obtained 
control of the industry in a great many countries of the world. Clearly, 
if the manufacture of matches in India is to be protected against that we 
must be quite sure that the duty is high enough to be effective. In the 
second place, the manufacture in India has grown up behind the shelter 
of the high revenue duty imposed in 1922. The Government of India feel 
that the industry has special claims upon Government and upon ■ .the 
l/egislature and that its interests ought to be fully safeguarded. But finally, 
.and this is really the vital point, although the duty is high yet we can 
be certain that it will not impose any burden or any appreciable burden 
upon the consumer, the reason of course being the one I have already given 
that the price of matches in India to-day is determined by the internal 
-competition of the Indian match manufacturers. But at this point some¬ 
one may raise the question : Suppose behind the shelter of your protective 
■duty there were to be a combination of match manufacturers,, or suppose 
that the Swedish klatch Company were gradually to oust all its competitors 
so that in their case something in the nature of a monopoly should come 
into existence, is it not possible that then the consumer might be exploited ? 
To that question. Sir, I think there are several answers. In the first place, 
it has been shown very clearly by the history of the last six years that it 
is not a difficult thing to start new match factories and that the amount 
of capital required is not very large. Now let us siippose the mop opo ly 
has come into existence and is going to try and exploit the con.sumer. What 
must its first step be ’ If it raises the price of matche.s to the consumer, 
it has got to raise the price to two pice a box, that is to say, it has got 
to double the price, and the moment it did that the profits to be made in 
match manufacture would he .so large, that almost at once new factories 
would begin to compete, and the result would be that before ver.y 
the trust would have to-bring down its price again. That i.s one natural 
wav in udiich the consumer would be protected. But there are other ’ways 
on'account of which we are entitled, I think, to regard any attempt to 
exploit the consumer by doubling the price of matches as most improbable. 
From what I have been able to learn of the management of the bwedisH 
Match Trust, it^ seems to me that the management has displayed in many 
waj’^s great wisdom and great sagacity ; and as it. would obviousty be unwise 
from the point of vieAv of that company to render itself-very unpopular 
wfith the corisumer in India, I think it is most unlikely that they would 
adopt the short-sighted policy of doubling the price.' Finally,'supposing 
-they did'so; the resources of civilisation are not yet exhausted. ■ For, if any 
attempt were made to raise the price of matches to two pice a box, there 
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vroulcl be a very strong toinplation to the Finance Jlepartincnl of the 
Govei-nmcnt of India to step in and to impose an excise duty. It was 
clearl 3 ' stated in the Government Resohition tliat the Government of India 
had no present intention of imposing an excise dutj% bnt quite clearly if 
the Trust were to set to work to act without regard to the interests of India 
or of Indian eonsumers, then the Government of India would certainlj' take 
the matter into consideration. 

Before I sit down, Sir, I think there are onlj" two other points to which 
I wish to refer. 

Mr. President : If the Ilonoui-able Member is going to talk much 
longer I .should like to adjourn. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I think about three minutes will 
suffice, Sir. One of them is that the Government of India, as has been 
said in the Resolution, do not contemplate that the dutj' should remain at 
this very high figure for an}" long peidod. We hope that the preference 
for the imported match will graduall}" pass awa,v and also we hope that in 
other re.spects the neecssitj" will disapjiear. 

Finally, Sir, there is one particular jioint on which I know some 
Members of the House are anxious. It is this. What would the attitude 
of Government be if the Swedish Match ('ompanj" proceeded on its pre.sent 
lines and by a policy of cutting prices and trying"to freeze out all the other* 
Indian factories, endeavoured to obtain sometliing approaching a monopoly 
of the manufacture of matches in India ? We have stated'very clearly 
in the Resolution that if that were to ha 2 >pen a new situation would arise, 
which Government would consider it nece.ssary to examine very carefully. 
But my own hope is that that situation will not arise ; my own hope is 
that the Swedish Match Company Avill give great Aveight to the A-erj’- 
sagacious adA'ice, the A'ery wise and sensible advice giA'cn by the Tariff 
Board in paragraph 161 of tlieir Report at pages 94 and 9:1. I Avill not 
read the Avhole of the pas.sage. Sir, becau^,e :\Icjnber.s can read it for them¬ 
selves. I will only read, the last sentence : 

“ If tlien it is definitely declared that niatcli niannfacture in India is to ho pro¬ 
tected avct believe that the SiA-edish Match Company, Avonld be short-sighted indeed 
if it did not bring its activities into closer contact Avilh public opinion in the countrj-. 

The suggestion undertying that sentence is that the SAA'edish Jlatch Com¬ 
pany might give its enterprise an Indian character b}’ transferring the 
manufacture to a company established and registered in India AA'ith rupee 
capital and with a proportion of Indian Directors and AAfitli a definite 
reservation of a certain amount of capital for Indians. That is the 
substance of it. I think, Sir, I haA"e said what is neeessarj" to explain to 
the House the object and scope of this Bill and therefore I sit doAA-n after 
moA'ing it. 

The Assembly then adjourned for* Lunch till Ten Minutes to Three of 
tHe Clock. 

- ♦ 

The 'Assemblj" r'e-assembled after Imneh at Ten Minutes to Three of 
the Clock, Mr. President in. the Chair. 

' ; Mr. President : Motion moved *. ' ■ 

' ' ' Th.it the Bill do'p'rovide for4he pfotCelicn of the match industry, be taken into 
■censiderati^nr”', /{'< ;• j > - ' • ' , 
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Mr. M. S. Sesha -Ayyangar (Madura and Ramnad ertm (Finneyelly - 
Non-Muliammadan Rural) : Sir, tlie Indian match industry will really 
feel grateful for the promptness with which the' Government have brought 
forward thi.s Bill, They will also feel thankful to the Honourable' the 
Commerce Member ‘for the rather candid speech that he made this morning 
on this Bill. He certainly took note of the fact that there is really a great 
combine as the Swedish Match Company ; but he said towards the con¬ 
cluding portion of his speech that the 'company will take into account the 
salutary advice given to them by the Tariff Board at the end of paragraph 
161 of their Report as to how they must behave if they wanted to be 
popular in this country with their manufactures. But there are certain 
well-grounded fears entertained by those who are interested in the manu¬ 
facture of matches in this country, that, after all, this combine may not 
accept the salutary advice given to them by bhe Tarijf Board ; oecause, 
from what we see of their object as detailed in the Report itself, they wul 
have their own way in regard to their methods of operation in this conntrjr 
and elsewhere! Our fears are really well-founded when we happen to 
think that they may not after all pay heed to the advice given to them by 
the Tariff Board. I will just refer to paragraph 149 of the Tariff Board' 
Report. This is what is stated there : 

“ The object of tlie company is to secure a position in every possible market of 
the world which would enable it eventually to regulate prices. The acquisition evea 
of the major part of the business in a market will not enable it to achieve this object. 
Either a complete monopoly must be obtained or a majority interest in every important 
unit constituting the industry. ’ ’ 

Then as regards the company’s methods, details ate given in para¬ 
graph 150 of the Tariff Board Report. It is not very refreshing to go 
through them ; 

“ Where^>eireumstanecs are favourable, the eompan}’ obtains a direct monopoly 
from the State. In some eases the monopoly is granted because the particular country 
conceives that to be in the best economic interests of their country. Where this is 
not possible, and especially ^vhcic the industry is sheltered by a high tariff " 

—that is the prospect of what the company might eventually do in this 
country— 

“ the company acquires in the country by negotiation the existing factories or builds 
new ones ’ ’. 


Both of these they have done in the pa.sl in tbi.s conntry. 

" An attempt is then made to obtain control of the industry amicably." 

That is the first method. 

“ If this proves unsuccessful, an intensive price war is initiated until the local 
industry surrenders." j.i „ -Rnnrd 

This is what they have been doing all this time, because the Tariff BoarU 
Report itself in another part says that the prices at which they h i 

dable.”- 
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Exactly flic .same thing might liaiipen in India, They might import aiiatchcs 
from cLsewliere, sell tliem at uneconomical price.s here and thus min the 
indigenous match indu.stry in this country as they did in llelgium. 

The Report then goes on to say ; 

" It i.s a matter of pul>li(; notoriety that last year a Belgian factory was eoiiijn'ltea 
to go into H<|irKlatiou on aoconnt of this price tviir : the assets realised in tlie liquidation 
were not enough to juiy 10 jtcr ctnl, to the shareliolders. ’' 

These tire the insidious inelhods. Sir. which the Swedish (’'oinimiiy adopted 
in Belgium and elsewhere. The same insidiotis metliod.s, we are .ifniid, 
they will put into operation in this eotintry as well. The (jueslion will then 
bo whether the Bill that is now before the House will he enough to ]jrolee1 
the indigenous match industry in India. The Honourable the C’ommeree 
IMember was partieularlj' alive to the existence of this company and also 
of their operations in India, hut he thought that the present Bill would 
suffice for at least some time to come to protect the indigenous match 
industiy. No doubt, the Bill seeks to protect the iudusfiy from matches 
imported from elsewhere, but wliat about the dangens within ? T'nle.ss 
some effective .steps arc adoiited to protect the indigenou.s industry from 
the danger of the Swodi.sli Company existing and operating from within, 
this Bill by itself cannot go very far towards really encouraging tlie 
indigenous match industry. 

'As I said, Sir, there are well-grounded fears that the ])rc.sont Bill 
would protect more the Swedish Match Company in India rather than the 
indigenous match industiy. In this connection. 1 would refei' to ihe 
opinions of two or three journals. First. I would read a short extract 
from the Bomhay Chronicle ; 

“ It is iiocossary,-therefore, to sec tliaf (he I’ompaiiy does not hy using the very 
advantages afi’ordcil by protoetion in India or otiienvise ttireateii the cxistoiiee and 
progress of the indigenous industry.” 

There is another passage in the Indion Daily Mail, and this is what that 
paper says : 

“ As it is, liowcver, tlie benefits of the ])rotection granted will go to the Suodi.sli 
compain- more than to the Indian companies.” 

Then I will road to the House aiiothc’’ short extract from the Bonihay 
Samachar : 

“ Tho import in 102(5-27 in compariBon wiili 1011-12 has been reduced to alinost 
one-half, but we should not err into believing that tiie reduction in import mo:uis that 
so- much quantit}’ was manufactured in India and as these foreign f.acfories arc con¬ 
ducted on an extensive basis their nmmifaetures .also must have exerted more or less in¬ 
fluence on the imjiort of foreign matches. The Indian match industry requires protec¬ 
tion against these foreign manufaeturers and till that is not granted Indian owned fac¬ 
tories will not prosper.” 

Now, I would a.sk the Honourable the Commerce IMemher to try'and 
allay tlie fears whiph, I .submit, are really well-founded. In this connec¬ 
tion I'would ask the Honourable the Commerce Member frankly to answer 
one or two points that I raise in this debate. It is said—an open accusa¬ 
tion is made—by the weekly Praia Miira that when this new Swedish 
Company first came into existence in India, the Bengal Government 
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openly eiieouragecl this company by certaiii methods which are detailed 
in this weekly. This is what it says : 

“ As regards the match hidestrj'^ Swedish capitalists under the p'ltrouage of 
the Bengal Government prosper ed in India and established rival match factories in. 

Amarnath and other places. iSTotwithstauding strong protests from the 

Indians, Government supplied these foreign eapitalisfs with land, forests, etc., so that 
they weic placed in a favourable position to compete with Indian factories.” 


Now I would ask the Honourable the Commerce Member to say whether 
there i.s any foundation for this open accusation that is .made. If really 
the Bengal Covernment have moved in the matter on the lines indicated 
in this passage, it becomes a question of expatriation, so to say. We the- 
Indian people of this soil stand expatriated hy the Bengal Government 
adopting this method and planting securely this foreign enterprise in our 
soil and giving them land, forests, etc., so that their industry might pros¬ 
per to the detriment of Indian interests. And in addition to this I would 
ask the Government also to say whether or not there is foundation for the 
suspicion that in this Swedish Company in India some rich merchants in 
England have got interests, and whether or not it is a fact, as it is said, 
that the merchants of England have some interests in this Swedish Match 
Company in India. And the second tiling 1 would ask the Honourable 
Member to clear up is whether the British Government have any interests 
in this Swedish concern. Now if these things are cleared np by the Honour¬ 
able the Commerce Member—and I dare say he will clear them up—then 
most of the fears entertained against the move of the Government by this 
side of the House would be removed. Some of ns think that the protec¬ 
tion given to the Indian match industry is half-heaided and halting ; 
because, in addition to the provisions made in the Bill, certain other lines 
of relief were asked for specifically by the indigenous match industry, such 
a.s Government levying an excise duty on these foreign made products and 
also Indianising these foreign comiianies : unless these measures also are 
given a provision in the Statute-book, this remedy by itself of simply con¬ 
verting a revenue duty into a protecti-ve duty at the rate provided in the 


Bill will not go far to reall 3 '’ encourage the grov1;h of Indian match manu¬ 
factures, especially when that industry has to fight against very great odds 
in the .shape of the Swedish companies existing in India. No dor^t tne 
Honourable the Commerce Slember, in detading the existence of tlieSw^d^sx 
combine, has given a clear assurance to the House 

the Government does not choose at the W f®® ^ combine, they may, if cir- 
vision in tlm Bfil Swedish 

cumstances should show _ match industry, take every step to 

combine to run down „ jp<lpgtrT against such methods, 

see that something is done to relief the mateiiin^^ ^ 

Certainly the House would thank him ig completely 

him whether it would t-l to the insi- 

demonstrated ; Y^i^tti®! . rombiiie of securing the entire monopoly of 
dions methods of the Swedish comb ^ also to the unscru- 

the industry all over the ^ . fhe past whether the Government 

pulons methods they have ,®j,Jvided even now to-protect the 

should not see that some "^fe^ds aie ^id^a combine.. One other 

Indian match ■.■nhm&erceli^mbei''di'd'no^^ mention in. his 

fact which the Honourable th his'notice Wrongly is this r 

' opening sp^eli wtaeh ^ prife hare gone„do:wnliy.20 per 

■ IS-Aa W Motor VMeh the H.nonraWe. 
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sold was Es. 2-3-0 per gross while the loAvest price at wliich tlie Indian 
manufacturer coitld sell his matches was Rs. 1 - 2 - 6 , that is, about Rs. 1 - 0-6 
lower than that of the imported matches. That, while couelusivelj^ proving 
the efficacy of protection, shows that protection helps not only the indige¬ 
nous producer but eATntuallj’- the consumer himself. Now, Sir, when we 
impose a burden on the consumer, we should do so with onlj' one object, and 
that is, to help the indigenous industry. If it is found that by imposing 
a fresh burden on the consumer we are not helping our own industries but 
are helping the foreign industries, I think it would be quite appropriate 
for this legislature to say that we .should not and would not help any foreign 
producer at the cost of the Indian consumer. As could be seen fi'om the 
Report of the Taiiff Board, the capital invested bj’ the Swedish Match Com¬ 
pany in India amounts to nearly one-third of the total capital invested in 
the industry. But at the same time it will be seen that the prices az'e deter¬ 
mined by internal competition in the country, and therefore, even the im¬ 
position of this duty has not been a burden on the consume)’ and if ^ the 
Swedish manufacturers are also making profit, it is not at the cost of the 
Indian consumer at present. It has been estimated bj’^ the Tariff Board 
that the fair selling price of half size matches ought to be about Rs. 1-3-0 
per gross and the price at which the India)! manufacturer has been selling 
is about the same. Therefore it could not be .said that the Swedish manu¬ 
facturer here is being protected in any way at the cost of the Indian con- 
.sumer. I hope the advice given by the Tariff Board to the Swedish interests 
that they should convert their concern into a rupee comjiany, with a fair 
proportion of Indian directors would be duly taken up by them. At the 
same time I would ask the Government of India to have inquiries instituted 
departmentally every year to jind out whether the Swedish company were 
cari-ying on any unfair competition to cut down the profit of the Indian 
manufacturers. If at 0113 ^ time it is found that the Swedish interests are 
abusing the hospitality extended to them by this country, I hope the Gov¬ 
ernment of India would not be slow to take such actions as the circum¬ 
stances might justif 3 L 

About the maintenance of the present duty I have one suggestion to 
make. I think in the present circumstances it is essential that the present 
rate of duty should be maintained for an indefinite period. As could be 
seen from the Report, the Swedish Company is a very powerful concern. 
If the present dutj’ were abolished, the consequence might be that the 
Swedish importers'^ would again start dumping, and thus ruin the Indian 
industry. I am quite sure that if such an occasion arose, the Government 
would not be slow to take action. But I think that prevention is better than 
cure and therefore, I think that for the time being, the Government should 
maintain the present rate of duty Avithout fixing any limit to the period of 
protection until it appeared that all danger from foreign importers was 
totally eliminated. With these words I support the motion before the 
House. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber : Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, I grte my support to this Bill, but as the Hoiiourable the 
Commerce IMember knows, my eon.stitueney are not satisfied Avith the Bill 
as being a completely satisfactory measure. As they said in their telegram 
to the Commerce Department they “ are S 01 T 3 ’- to note that both the Report 
of the Tariff Board and the Resolution of the Government of India have 
left unaffected operations of the Swedi.sh Match Trust which is a danger tn 
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the indigenous industry The Committee of my Chamber urge that Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased “ to require the Swedish Match Trust to be under 
Indian control as required by paragraph 32 of the Tariff Board Report 
Sir, I have not given an amendment to this Bill necessitated by this opinion 
of my Chamber for reasons which I will explain in a very few words. The 
Tariff Board—and Sir Pestonji Ginwala, President of the Tariff Board, 
has the completest confidence of this Assembly, and if I may say so, of the 
Indian commercial community (Hear, hear)—have gone into this aspect 
and this danger which my Chamber have referred to. They rely on the 
hope that this Swedish Trust, which is one of the most powerful combines 
that we know of in the world, and which has extended its activities to many 
rich countries—^richer than India—will learn by its experience till now and 
will try and follow on lines which Avill meet with the approval of the Indian 
public generally. The Government, I understand by inference, are disposed 
to endorse this hope of the Tariff Board. I however felt, I have taken that 
responsibilitj'- upon myself that when legislation suggested with the best of 
intentions is likely to be misunderstood as legislation on racial lines, I may 
not be justified in adding one more to the several which are before the 
House this Session. I have therefore preferred to rely upon the hope 
expressed by the Tariff Board and let the Government of India find out 
by experience whether the Swedish Trust are likely to carry on on the lines 
which they expect that they^will. The Honourable the Commerce Member 
said that he is prepared to i*ely upon the wisdom and the sagacity of those 
who are in charge of this combine. I have a very high opinion of the ‘com¬ 
mercial sagacity and of the business like acumen of the persons in charge 
of this combine. If they had not that, they could not have made inroads 
into the various countries referred to in the Tariff' Board. But I take it 
that the Government of India are not likely to overlook the fact that even 
though the Indian match industry has come up to a certain point, it 
may have to pass through critical stages still before it is established firmly, 
on the Indian soil. I only hope that the Commerce Department will watch, 
the developments in this direction, and as far as the Indian public opinion 
is conceimed, if the Tariff Board’s hopes of the behaviour of the Swedish 
Trust are fulfilled, none else will be the lirst to acknowledge it than the 
representatives of the Indian trade and Indian industry. 

There is one very significant lesson which the match industry in India 
has for us to note. I am sure my Honourable friend in charge of the Com¬ 
merce Department will agree that his Department cannot take credit for 
the establishment of the match industry in India. If the credit can go to 
anybody either consciously or unconsciously for their action, it can only go 
to his colleague, the Honourable Member in charge of the Finance Depart¬ 
ment. (Laughter). The exigencies of finance in 1921 and later made the 
match industry a real industry worth speaking of to-day. An ill wind as 
a rule blows nobody any good ; but this ill wind of deficits in the Govern¬ 
ment of India finances did blow good to one and that was, Sir, to the con¬ 
sumer of matches in India. 100 and 200 per cent, duty ad valorem —^some¬ 
thing which would have horrified tlie Honourable the Commerce Member 
and his Department if even mentioned for anything else—^vms imposed 
irrespective of the considerations of the consumer,—^the consumer who is 
trotted out with such great solicitude by my Honourable friend there and 
is many a time made a hardy excuse of—^by my Honourable friends on my 
left (referring to the European group) ; but when the Finance klember 
found that he wanted money and offered to put a duty of 100 and 200 per 

L12SLA 
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tein., and at times it was a little hijrher too, the “ poor ” eonsuiiKM- was 
overlooked. But where the Treasury Beiiehes ami iny llommrable friends 
on niy left forgot the eou.sunier, the law.s of nature and of economy vindi¬ 
cated the best interests of the eonsinner. \Vc have it in the Tariff Board’s 
Report that during the last 7 yeans the price of nuitches luis gone down, 
and India to-day produees two-thirds of her rcqniremenls. J am .sure tital 
although the Cimnneree Moniher and liis Department phiyed no j).irt in 
this, ho is jtroud of the achieventent of these who trusted their enterprise 
in the mtilch industry. J feel thiit the warning .sounded by my Chamla'r is 
not purely imaginary. We have many tuembers on the Committee wiio are 
directly interested iii this mateli industry. There are immy inomher. who 
I know roeuneile their husine.s.s—shall 1 enU it greed in order that nobody 
else may interrupt me—with the best nationalistic tendencies, but they 
apprehend that, should some bad adviec prevail, this big Swcdisli eombinc 
with which we have uothiiig in India which can really cope, juay erusli 
out the Indian industry. I do hope that the Trust will not lie as daring, 
and short-slglitcd as that. 1 feel that where the Commeree })e]»arlment 
played no part in bringing up the match industry to the point where it is, 
they may now make up for it by looking after it more earofnlly and with 
greater solicitude than they have done till now. I liavc groat plea.sure in 
supporting this measure and I only hope that we will have no cau.se for 
complaint that the Government of India did not consider the warning which 
mj' Chamber has put before them. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi (Bombay Southern Division ; Xon-Muhammadan 
Rural): The only rea.son why I intervene in this debate is that 1 have been 
connected with a small match factory at Belgaum for the last 20 years or 
so. I wish to make one or two suggestions to the Honourahlo the Commerce 
Member in order to promote the matcli indu.stry in this country. The lirht 
request I liave to niake to tlie Honourable liie Commerce ^Member is to see 
that wood for making splints is supplied to Indian factories at a nominal 
price. This is a matter in which the Government can lielp us very well if 
they choose to do so. The wood out of which splints aiv made is generally 
of a kind which may be clas'-ed as fuel ; it is not timber. It does not fetch 
much of a price, and my request to Government is that so far as the Indian 
match factoi'ies are concerned, the wood required for making splints may be 
supplied even gratis for some years. Government will not .sustain a heavy 
loss on that account. The second suggestion which I wish to make is tliat 
the rates charged by the Railways for sending matches from one place to 
another in India should be regulated a little more carefully. I shall give 
you, Sir, a personal instance. At Belgaum we find that we have to send 
our matches from Belgaum to Bangalore. For that purpose wc have to 
pay more railway freight than we liave to pay if we send our matches from 
Belgaum to a place beyond Bangalore. The object was, it seems, to handi¬ 
cap us. For smaller distances we are charged more, whereas for longer 
distances we are charged a smaller freight. This is not, I submit, fair to 
us. In that connection, the Railway' Department may kindly help ■ tlie 
indigenous industry. These are my two .suggestions to the Government. 
They may do what they please. What has been said by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Sesha A>^angar on the strength of the'Report reeentlj' made 
by the Tariff Board is perfectly true. The" Swedish combine is n* great 
menace to the Belgaum match factory. "Sre liaA’e not been able to give any 
dividend to our shareholders for many years and we fear very much that 
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60 long as this Swedish combine in India is allowed a free hand there is 
hardly any chance for indigenous match industry to prosper. I make these 
suggestions to the Commerce Member with a request that he will do some¬ 
thing to help the indigenous industry. What the Government have liow 
done under this Bill is a mere eyewash. They have transferred, as the Com¬ 
merce Member has said, the duty from one head to another. That does not 
help us at all. If Government are pleased to issue orders to the Forest 
Department and also make suggestions to the Railway Board to help the, 
"indigenous match industry, the industry is sure to thrive in this country. 
With these suggestions I heartily support the measure which is brought 
forward by Government. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I am not an 
admirer of the present Tariff Board. Since my Honourable friend Sir 
George Rainy translated himself from the Presidentship of the Tariff 
Board to membership of the Treasury Benches, which I appreciated very 
much at the time, I have lost all confidence in the Tariff Board as it is 
conslituted at present. The Tariff Board as it exists at present dabbles 
too much in politics. If two years ago it introduced the policy of Im¬ 
perial Preference, lo-daj' it lias introduced in the body of this report the 
policy that there should be uncontrolled foreign capital and foreign com¬ 
panies in India. The present members seem to believe that foreign com¬ 
panies with foreign capital are inevitable for the salvation of India. _ I 
submit. Sir, that the Swedish combines and the Swedish match factories 
ought not to be in India and they ought not to exist any longer in India. 
The Tariff Board, as it is constituted at present wants these Swedish 
combines to remain in India. On the floor of this House, I am constrained 
to say that the Tariff Board, as it is constituted at present, is a bureau¬ 
cratic body and not a democratic body. It goes contrary to the wishes 
of all Indians and says that the Swedish combine is necessary for the de¬ 
velopment of the match industry in India. I am quite certain that India 
will never be a party to such a proposition and it will never consent to 
the existence of a foreign company to receive State concessions and pro¬ 
tection in India to the detriment of Indian interests. 

No doubt, Sir, I am in full sympathy with a protectionist policy, but 
I differ from the sort of protectionist policy which was advocated in the 
case of the cotton mills. Duty on cotton yarn was not really protection 
so far as Indian interests were concerned. It gave protection to my 
Honourable friend Sir A^ictor Sassoon, "while at the same time it killed the 
hand-loom industry in the country. This Bill which the Government 
are introducing to-day may be a slight protection to the match industry, 
but there are suggestions from the Government to the Tariff Board in 
their Resolution and in the recommendations of the Tariff Board that go 
against the very principle of protection. I think unless we get Swaraj 
there can be no real system of protection in-this country. -In my opinion 
the days of protection are numbered and I think the days of the Tariff 
Board are also numbered, and I know there is no work for the Tariff 
Board now. I will suggest to the Honourable the Commerce Member that 
he should abolish the Tariff Board immediately. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Oh ! 

Mr. B. Das : I am sorry to differ from my esteemed friend Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas. I am a protectionist and a full-fledged one 
too. But the present Tariff Board is not a mere protectionist body but a 
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body that sU])])orfs Imperial Preference, It now wants foreign capitalists 
and foreign combines in India to flourish under systems of protection. 

2\tr, Ghanshyam Das Birla : Why do you say its days are numbered ? 

Mr. B. Das ; Because it advocates the policy of Imperial Preference 
But its da 3 'S will not be numbered so long as the present Government is* 
constituted as thej' are at present. The Taritf Board is not giving much 
help in the direction of protection to Indian indiustries but it is giving 
Imperial Preference to foreign capitalists. 

The Government in their Resolution say ; 

If fho T;iriff Board decides that cojisiderafioii must be paid to the inrl f 
brought into c.\-istciicc by the present r.ate of duty and that the duty sl.ould be main’ 
tnined at the ])reseut figure, or approximately at the piesent figure, it will f urther 
Whether the loss of customs revenue ear. be made up in whole or in mrf 
appropriate form of ta.xation of the industry.” other 

This paragraph in the Resolution of the Government of India o-pita 
to my political fnend. Sir P Ginwala a handle and this Resolution intro¬ 
duced the invidious suggestion that tliere should be an excise rhiUr nZ 
Indian matches if Goverument want it for revenue purposes Sir all ov 
cise duties are very hateful and obnoxious duties. We know ilie -vstem 
the cotton et=cise doty that was levied at the instance LaniasS 
on cotton' cloth produced in Indian Cotton i\lil]s and tbfJ * • 
dirty netnally or.,shod the cotton mill ind s ', ’ a, “f 

a time. Thank God, it is ahollshcd n^ kne f i 

the eicise duties are doing in the provinces 
luty on wines and drinks is doinv fL 


GbvOrnment tax, is aiso aoing a great de.a1 ivo, I 

tax on salt falls heavily on the Joor peonlf wbn''" ^he country. IJns 
adeauate and proper amount of salt fo^ thet V thereby get an 

that rhis dut 3 ^ also should be abolished The 'iS’rii suggestion is 

to go into and advise as to what am +b ^ tariff Board was not ashed 

couW lilt the Board has thou'ht fi, „ ‘''''“"t ‘It 

Doard suggests in an insinuating war excise dut 3 ^ The 

excise duty on matches It wnufi i -n Government should have an 
duty is levied. I do not donhf n.^ . industry if this excise 

friend Sir George Rainy in hi^ ffood, intentions of my Honourable 
this suggestion of the Tariff Roa ^ protect the match industrv, but 
dusti-y and is a vicious sugo-p.Hn " tlie match in- 

ous suggestion that the Ta?ifP ^ nothing but a politically invidi- 

there is to be this excise is making to the Government. If 

headway ; on the other haZZfi mfjteh industry Avill surely make no 

this excise dutv. If for no otbe industry aviII surely be killed b 3 r 

the .present Tariff Board mu°t'hraSh;1 

or Importanee Wp h? ™ 
ao fa. J. "*>. «feren„ p> 
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I do hope the Honourable the Commerce Member would circularise 
all the Local Governments and advise them to take an active part in this 
direction. In some provinces, -forest, is a reserved subject and not a 
transferred subject. But in spite of this, all Local Governments ought to 
take a keen interest in the matter of plantation so that the match industry 
may be developed. 

In paragraph 22, the Tariff Board recommend : 

'' We reconimcjid that .a dcfiuito researeli project into the match industry should 
be drawn up at the Forest Reseaich Institute, Dehra Cun. While the project should be 
under the immediate supervision of the Forest Economist, the appointment of a special 
officer might be considered to ensure contact with liocal Governments and match manu¬ 
facturers. ’ ’ 

This recommendation concerns the Forest Department which is within 
the province of my Honourable friend Mr. Bajpai. I do hope that this 
recommendation of the Tariff Board will be taken in hand by the Forest 
Besearch Institute at Dehra Dun and that proper steps will be taken to 
give an impetus to the development of the match industry in India. 
When we have the proper supply of match r\'ood, we can successfully com¬ 
pete with all the foreign combines that have taken shelter here and can 
ffrive them out of this country. We do not want any foreign companies 
or syndicates here which are solely financed by foreign capital. They 
ought not to be given any concessions in India for they stand in the way 
of the proper development of Indian industries. The Tariff Board ought 
to have taken into consideration in their recommendations the recom¬ 
mendation of the External Capital Committee and ought to have applied 
the principles enunciated therein to the case of the Swedish Match Com¬ 
pany. It has not been done and that is one of the reasons why I condemn 
the present Tariff Board. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, perhaps it will be convenient 
to deal first with three or four specific suggestions that have been made 
in the course of the discussion. My Honourable friend Mr. Das wanted 
to know about two of the recommendations of the Tariff Board, the first 
of which was that Local-Governments should undertake the planting of suit¬ 
able trees for the manufacture of match splints. As regards that, I cannot 
remember at the moment whether we have already brought the proposal 
to the notice of Local Governments or whether we are about to do so ; 
but if we have not, we shall certainly draw their attention to it, and ask 
them to give it their best attention and, if possible, their concurrence. As 
regards the immediately succeeding I’ecommendation. namely, that a de¬ 
finite scheme of research into the match industry should be drawn up at 
the Forest Research Institute at Dehra Dun, I understand that already 
the Institute has undertaken a certain amount of work in connection with 
research into the match industry. I will certainly look into the matter 
ahd satisfy myself that what is possible to be done is being done there. 

Then there is mj’’ Honourable friend Mr. Belvi. One of his sugges¬ 
tions was that wood for splints should be supplied at a nominal rate to 
match factories—I presume from the GoA'ernment forests. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi ; Yes, Sir. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I think, if I understood lum cor¬ 
rectly, the match factory in which he is principally interested is at 
Belgaum. I should have no objection whatever to bringing the matter 
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to the notice o£ the Government of Bombay, but I think—am speaking 
from memory—that in Bombay, Forests are a provincial transferred sub¬ 
ject." Is it not ? 

An Honourable Member : Yes. 

Ybe Honourable Sir George Rainy : That being so, my function must 
end by bringing the matter to the notice of the Local Government, be¬ 
cause T am not in a position to issue any orders to them. Then my 
Honourable friend drew attention to some anomaly which exists in the 
matter of railway freight on matches and which again affects this faetorj^ in 
Belo'anm. If he will let me have the details of the matter in writing, I 
shafl certainly see that it is brought to the notice of the Agents of the 
Railways concerned. 

Then other specific suggestions were made at the opening of the dis¬ 
cussion by m 3 '’ Honourable friend Mr. Sesha Ay 3 ’’angar. He wanted defi¬ 
nite replies to three questions. The first of them was wliether direct, 
assistance had been given to the Swedish match industry by Government. 
I gather from what he said that the Government ehiefl}’ concerned was 
the Government of Bengal. 

Mr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar : Yes. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; I am afraid I liave no informa¬ 
tion on the point. If he desires that information .‘.hould be obtained, I 
think perhaps the ea.siest wa 3 ’’ to set the wheels moving would be to put 
a question on the paper. As regards the other tu'o questions, namely, 
whether merchants in England or the Briti.sli Government liave an in¬ 
terest in the Swedish hlateh Company, tlie suggestion.s came as a surprise 
to me that there was any belief or susjiicion of that kind, unle.ss my 
Honourable friend is referring to the undoubted fact that Bryant and 
May, the very large match manufacturers in England, having entered 
into an agreement with the Swedish Match Compan 3 ', are in some sense a 
member of the Match Combine. I do not think there is an 3 ’’ secret about 
the fact so far as that is concerned ; hut I have never heard that the 
British Government was jntere.sted in it in any way, and I cannot conceive 
an 3 ^ particular reason wh}^ it should be. 

Now, Sir, to turn to rather broader points, m 3 '^ Honourable friend Mr. 
B. Das has a very Io-r' opinion of the Tariff Board, and thinks that the 
reason for their existence has disappeared. I am not going to argue that 
matter with him, but I do not agree with him and X do not believe that 
the House does. Then my Honourable friend Mr. Sesha Ays'angar drew 
attention to the fact, quite clearl 3 '’ brought out in the report of the Tariff 
Board, that the policy of the Swedish Match Compan 3 '^, in practically 
eveiy country into U'hieh it has entered, has been directed towards obtain¬ 
ing as complete a control as possible over the manufacture and sale'of 
matches. He also drew attention to the fact that it appeared from 
■the Board’s Report that the Swedish Company had been selling matches 
in India—that is, matches made in Sweden—at an uneconomic price. That 
also is perfectly true.' He argued from these two facts that the danger 
from the operations of the Swedish Match Company was so great that im¬ 
mediate measures ought to be taken to prevent harm resulting to‘the In¬ 
dian match industr 3 ’'. regards the sale of imported matches at uneco-, 
nomie prices I think it is only fair to point out this, that it is' almost the 



THE MATCH INDUSTRY (PROTECTIOK) BILI-. 975" 

direct consequence of the very high rate of duty, because if the Company 
are'to sell matches at all subject to that very high rate of duty, they can-, 
hardly help cutting the pride to the bone. But it is not -in the least the; 
attitude of Government that we can afford to stand on one side and hope 
for the best and not keep a close watch on what goes on. That is 'not the 
Government case at all. We do recognise that the existence of this very 
powerful combine does create a danger, and that it may be necessary— 

I hope it will not be, but it may be —necessary to take special measures 
to deal with it, if the combine were to endeavour to establish a monopoly 
behind the tariff wall. But agreeing with the Tariff Board, we think we 
are justified, in holding our hands for the present, in the belief that some 
arrangement can be arrived at which will be satisfactory both to the 
Swedish Match Company and to Indian manufacturers. Whether any 
attempt has been made to come to such an arrangement I am not fully in- - 
'formed. Indeed, until this Bill had been placed before the Assembly, it 
seemed to me it was much better that I should keep clear of anything that 
might be going on. - All I vdsh to saj- is that, if an attempt should be 
made after the passage of this Bill to come to some arrangement mutually 
satisfactory, and it were thought that the Government of India could 
give any help we should be very glad to do so. But if we do intervene 
at that stage we can only usefully intervene if we intervene uncommitted.- 
It is for that reason I do not want to make any very definite statement to¬ 
day as to what the Government might do or might not do in given circum¬ 
stances. All I will say is that Government will not remain indifferent to 
any attempt that may be made to bring the complete and final control of 
the manufacture of matches in India into the hands of a foreign company. 

What I have said. Sir, I think covers most of what was suggested by 
my Honourable friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas. I quite recognise 
that the Chamber he represents hold strongly the view that it would have 
been much better if Government had decided to take immediate action. 

I can assure him that due weight will'be given to that opinion and that, as 
I have said, -ive shall keep our eye.s open and that Ave shall be alive to any- 
danger that may threaten. My Honourable friend Avas quite right in say¬ 
ing that the credit for this duty does not rest Avith the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment but entirelj’- AAUth the Finance Department ; but AAdiether from a 
financial point of vierv the Finance Department AAmuld be entitled to take 
equal credit for this particular duty I am not quite sure, because the re- 
A'enne has been falling away rather rapidly. 

There is one other point I should like to mention Avhich AA^as taken by 
my Honourable friend Mr. Birla. He Avas anxious that the present rate 
of duty should continue for an indefinite period, and that there .shoxild 
be no attempt to remove it prematurely. As regards that, I may .say that 
the Government have no idea of leaving it on for a year or tAvd and then 
summarily removing it. There Avould be no sense in doing that ; and in 
any case, AAdien the time comes, Ave .shall undoubtedly put our proposals 
before this House. And I may point out that the final decision Avill rest 
with the House ; and unless aa'c can ])ersnade the House that we are 
right and that a loAver duty Avill suffice, then the existing duty Avill con¬ 
tinue. But Avhat the GoAmrnment of India feel-is-this. It-is A'ery un-' 
certain how exactly the Indian match industry may dcAmlop in'the next 
two or - three years, and there are vai’ious possibilities., It is for that. 
reason among others that we do'not lay down any definite period for tlie 



976 


UEGISIiATIVE ASSEMBIAT. 


[17th Sept. 1928. 


[Sir George Bainy.] . • ' 

retention of this duty, because we have'not got sufficient data on which 
to fix any period. 

I think, Sir, I have dealt with all the points of importance that were 
taken and that I nefed not delay the House any longer. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the Bill to provide for the protection of the match industry, be tahen into 
consideration. ’ 

“ ' The motion was adojpted. 

Mr. President ; The question is : 

“ That elauscr 2 do stand part of the Bill.” 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated ; Labour Interests) : My amendment is 
an addition to clause 2. 

Mr, President ; Does the Honourable Member wish to move it ? 

Mr. H. M. Joshi ; Yes, I propose to move it. Sir, 

Mr. President : I was given to understand that the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber was not moving it ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I never said so to any one, Sir. Sir, I move that 
after clause 2 of the Bill. 

Mr. President : It comes after clause 2; let clause be passed first. 
The question is : 

“ That clause 2 do stand part of the Bill.” 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I move, Sir : 

‘ ‘ That after clause 2 of the Bill the following new clauses be inserted : 

‘ 3. Undertakings engaged iu the manufacture of juatches shall submit to the Govern¬ 
ment of India not later than 1st of October, 1928, a declaration whereby they pledge 
themselves to keep prices of the articles during the period when such protective duties 
are in force at such figures as the Government of India may approve. 

4. Notwithstanding the passing of this Act the protective duties shall not apply 
unless the condition laid down in section 3 .and the following conditions are found hy 
llie Government of India to have been fulfilled : 

(a) .Toint stock companies and other limited liability companies engaged iu the 
manufactuie of matches shall submit lo the Government of India not later 
than 1st October 1028 a declaration whereby they pledge themselves for 
the financial 3-ears during which the protective duties aie in force. 

<h) Not to pay any fee or equivalent ■’ums lo the Directors and management for 
the said financial 3 'cars. 

(c) Not to pay to sharcholdtrs and other participants with limited liability a 

greater sum by way of annual dividend than what they w-ould get at 6 per 
cent, on the actual capital invested in the undertaking b 3 - the persons con¬ 
cerned. 

(d) to emploj- an 3 - further surplus in consolidating the position of the undertak¬ 

ing iu the manner approved by the Government of India. 

<e) To employ onl 3 - Indians iu the undertaking. 

</■) To produce a cert’ficate that the labour conditions in the undertaking are 
8 atisf;ictor 3 - from a committee of three persons appointed by the Govern¬ 
ment of India for ’the purpose. 
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5. If aa ■undertaking manufacturing matches fails to perform its duties un'der sub¬ 
sections (3) and (4) ■vvithin a period fixed the Government of India may order tl^ose 
le&ponsible to perform their duties on penalty of a daily fine not exceeding Es. 1,000 ' 

Sir, the object of this Bill is to protect the match industry in India. I 
am anxious that in this countrj^ industries should develop and that they 
should develop very fast ; I have never been against that. But I am equally 
anxious that all interests should be protected and not only the interests of 
one particular class. For that purpose I have proposed my amendment. 
The first part of my amendment proposes that if by chance those people 
■who are manufacturing matches make a combine and begin to raise prices 
unreasonably and ■without any justification, there should be some power 
■with the Government of India to enforce a just and fair price. Manufac¬ 
turers should declare that they will not raise prices beyond the limit which 
will be justified by the rise in the cost of production. I propose that the 
community which makes the sacrifice—^and rliis nobody wiU deny—^in giv¬ 
ing this protection should not also suffer unreasonably. The principle of 
■the second part of my amendment is that if there is to be a sacrifice on the 
part of the community as a whole in order that the industry should be 
developed, that sacrifice should also be accepted by those people who are 
managing that industry. This is a principle of sacrifice all round. I 
therefore propose, Sir, that in those undertakings which are going to get 
the benefit of the protective duties, the Directors should not receive any 
fee. 


Sir Victor Sassoon : Nor workmen their wages 1 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : When there are some Directors in these concerns to 
represent labour, then I shall certainly say that they also should not get 
any fee ; hut to-day we know that in our industrial organisations it is 
onls'" the shareholders who have the right to elect Directors. The Directors 
are bound under the present circumstances to hold certain shares in that 
undertaking. I am not proposing that the shares of the Directors shonld 
not get any dividend. {An Honourable Member : “ Thank you.”) The 
Directors will get dividends on their shares, but they should be content 
"with that. If the Directors of a match factory expect the community to 
make a sacrifice the Directors themselves must be ready to make a sacri¬ 
fice for the sake of the industry. I am told, Sir, that if no fee is paid to 
the Directors, who is going to be the Director of a match factory ? I have 
no fear on that score: I am quite sure the industrialists in our coun ry 
are patriotic enough and those who believe tliat people will not come for¬ 
ward as Directors of match manufacturing companies without any fee 
have a very low opinion of the industrialists in this country. 


Well Sir the next point is that as the community will make a sacrifice 
on account of levying this protective duty, the people who invest their money 
should also not expect unreasonable profit. I am suggesting that the 
dividend in these companies should he limited to 6 per cent. I am not 
suggesting further that any surplus profit should he taken away by the 
community or by the Government, although I would ha^ve been justified in 
doing it. What I am sugge.sting is this, that the rarplus profit should he 
utilised bv these companies in such a way that their financial position will 
be strenerthened. ‘ We have got experience that there are industries which 
had made large profits on certain occasions. They 
ioi spent the money as they . liked in paying huge dividends 
which they'ought not to have done. If an industry which makes 50 per 




LEGISbATIVB ASSEMBLY. 


[17th Sept. 1928. 


978 


[Mr. N. M. JosW.] 

cent, or 100 per cent, profit and spends it in’giving dividends and if it suffera 
losses, it 'vvill come here and ask for protection, and naturally the protection 
■vvill he given at the cost of the country. I v/ant to avoid that contingency, 
Sir. I therefore suggest that when any company makes a profit beyond 
6 per cent., the surplus profit should be utilised in such a manner as to 
strengthen its financial position. 

Then, Sir, I also suggest that as the industry is going to be supported 
by import duties by Indians mainly, the employees of the match manu¬ 
facturing companies shoiild be also Indian.s only. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : And the Directors. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : That is my proposal and there is very good reason for 
it. It is quite natural that Indians who consume the matches should feel 
that these matches should be made by Indians. That principle is accepted 
by the whole of that side, I mean the Treasurj"^ Benches. They insist that 
the superior services which are represented here should be treated, when 
they or their families are ill, by white doctors. This morning we had a 
question on this subject. 


Now, Sir, if Indians insist that the matches Avhieh they use should also 
be made by Indians, there is certainly nothing to be surprised at. I there¬ 
fore insist that every match manufacturing company which receives the 
benefit of these import duties should engage only Indians as its employees. 
I am not asking. Sir, that the ruisces to bo invested in these companies should 
he only those of Indians. I make no difference in the rupees, and money 
will be Avelcome from others as well. 


Then, Sir, I haA’^e suggested another addition which is a very important 
one. Protection to an industry means not merely protection to those people 
who inA'cst their capital hut also protection to those people aa'Iio im’est their 
labour in the particular indusiry. I have therefore suggested in my 
amendment that the match manufacturing concerns should produce a cer¬ 
tificate from a committee consisting of tlu-ee persons appointed by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India to the effect that the labotir conditions in those concerns 
are quite satisfactory. Nov’^, Sir, this condition is quite necessary. At 
the present time this protection is not given to the workers engaged in that 
industry. I haAm been making this suggestion for manj’- years, Sir. Un¬ 
fortunately the Government of India and the LegislatiA'e" Assembly have 
been indifferent to the interests of those people aa'Iio are Avorking'in the 
industry. The Tariff Board makes an inquiry, and I am told, a very close 
inquiry. They have also Avritten a big Be]AOrt, but I find that tliey do not 
inquire into the labour conditions—at least I have not read mucli in this 


Beport about labour conditions—and AA'bere they make mention of labour 
they only talk of the efficiency of labour. I therefore insist, Sir, that Avhen 
the Tariff Board makes an inquiry into any subject it should he their busi¬ 
ness to inquire into the labour conditions of that industiy. Then only can 
they make recommendations as to the protection of all the elements en¬ 
gaged in that industry. Unfortunately the Tariff Board does not do it 
nor does the Government of India care to suggest to the Tariff Board that 
Uiere should be'an ihquirjr into" the labour conditions engaged in a particu¬ 
lar Jndust^ 3 ^ Now, take the match industry. The work in this industry 
IS very dange|ous. _ Those people ‘who haA’-e got some experience of work-' 
ing in match -factories will tell yon that if there is one accident in a textile 



■THE MATCH INDUSTRY (PEOTBC'iTON) BILL, 


9% 


factory, there are ten accidents in a match factory, and these poor people 
working in the match factories in India are not given the special protection 
to which they are entitled. For instance, in England the Factories Act 
provides some special regulations for those industries in which dangerous 
chemicals are used as in a match factory. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : No, not now, 

Mr, N. M. Joshi : Yes, even now there are special regulations in ^ 
England under the Factories Act to give special protection to the workers 
who are engaged in those trades 'which a''e considered to be dangerous 
or unhealthy to human life.... 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Not in match factories, because dangerous 
chemicals are not used in match factories. 

■ Mr. N. M. Joshi : The match industry. Sir, is an industry where 
dangerous chemicals air used. 


Sir Victor Sassoon : No. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : I know it for a fact that the number of acci¬ 
dents in a match factory is much larger than in any other industry. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Not because of dangerous chemicals. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : Yes, it is the ease. Therefore, I feel. Sir, that 
it is necessary, when we are passing this Bill, that some provision should 
be made for the protection of workers in this industry. 

Then, Sir, I have added another clause which imposes certain 
penalties on those people ■who do not satisfy these conditions. It used 
to be said by the predecessor of the Honourable the Commerce M.em- 
her that these conditions could not be enforced. I therefore thought, 
Sir, that some method must be found by which these conditions 
be enforced, and that method is that any one who breaks these condi¬ 
tions should be fined out thousand rupees a day. The fine cannot be put 
at a low figure, because the profits may be more than a thousand 
— rupees a day, and the manufacturer may pay the fine s,nd go on 
breaking the conditions. I therefore suggest that the manmactnrer 
should he fined one thousand rupees a day if he does not tultii tke 
conditions laid down in these clauses. 


I hope. Sir, that this House in the interests of India as a whole 
and in the interests of the ivorkers engaged m tlii,s industry will 
accept my amendment. 


m. Bam Narayan Singh (Chota Nagpur Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan) : Sir, I wholeheartedly support the amendment 
by my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi and endorse eveiT woid />f what 
he has said in support of his proposition. Sir, I admit in the 

present backward industrial condition of the country, 

Absolutely necessary, and, as far as I know almost every ^ 

the world has given protection to all new industries. But, hir, as tne 
Duhlic is going to help this particular industry at some sacrifice to the 
AonsumcRS th^^ have a right to demand some sort of control over the 
management of it and the method suggested by.,the Honourable Mr. 
Toshu/the only method by which the .rights of the labourers as well 
ir&l oi £ eould be, adequately .protect^ Further, 

Sir, it has been suggested that ,there is a suspicion in the minds ot 
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.certain people that Govorninent is not going to encourage the indigenous 
match industry ol the country but they want to .support and encour¬ 
age the particular Swedi.sh company in thi.s countiy. I do not' 
think that this suspicion is baseless, because i'rom our past e.^jx-ricneo 
of the conduct of the Government we are inclined to sii.spect their 
.actions and intentions every minute and at every .stage. So T tliink 
that, if the Government of India are honest iii tlieii" intentions to really 
encourage the indigenous match industry in tliis country, they should 
wholeheartedly accept the amendment jn.st moved hy Mr. Jnslii. With 
these few words, Sir, I support the amendment moved Ij.v my friend, 
Mr. Jo.shi. 

Mr. President: Sir Victor Sassoon. 

,Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowncrs’ Association ; Indian Com¬ 
merce) : Sir, there are Members of tliis A.ssembly wbo eomjjhiin that they 
have not the good fortune to catch your eye even wlicn thev desire to, 
I therefore, Sir, am in the unique po.sition of not only having^ the honour 
nf catching your eye when I desire but of being called on to &i)pak even 
though I show no apparent desire to do so. 

Mr. President : You must change your seat. 


Sir Victor Sassoon : But, Sir, if in j'our wisdom you consider it 
advisable that I, as a representative of the capitalists, should replv to 
the remarks made by my friend Mr. Joslii. I am prepared to do so 
although I admit I did think that the remarks of Mr. Joslii were .so 
<msy of refutation that it would have been wasting the time of tliis 
House to have attempted to controvert them. My friend Itir. Joslii. 
has advanced the plea that where an industry is protected that in- 
dustiy should slmre the sufferings of the consumer. To start with, he 
did not make out a ea.se that the consumer of matclie.s in India had any. 

my Ilonoiuable triend Mr. Hirla .so j.ertinently jmt forward Ihe intcrc.st- 
ing point that the price of matches had gone down, not gone np. 

_ (Mr. N M. Joshi made a remark wiiich was inaudible at the 
Keporter s table.) 

Sir Victor Sassoon : The last remark of the Ilonourahle Member is 
entirely unintelligible to me, Sir. 


4r explain tlial it is quite pos.sible that 

I e duty is lemoved, prices may go down still further, and there is 

consumers when they agree to the retention 

<'f the duty. 

. Victor Sassoon ; On the other hand, it is equally possible that. 

It it had not been for the duty, the match indiistrj’- would not have 
.developed in India and therefore there would have been a inonopoh’ 
|or the foreign import. The point I ivish to make is thi.s that, if it is 
laid down that any industry which receives protection should he limited 
ps to the dividends paid to shareholders, and that no Directors in such 

Sonld aff have any fees for attending Directors’ meetings, that 

would affect more industries than this match industry I am unite 
prepared to consider the .scheme of Mr. Joshi’s if he woi d at tt Sme 
time allow the work peop e for whom he is so interested to share LT 
If Mr. Joshi was prepared to see that the work people of the TndustJy 
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reeeiving protection would not receive a higher- wage than, shall we- 
say, they would be receiving in the agricultural districts from which, 
they came, but that the difference between the, wages which the manu¬ 
facturer was prepared to pay and this should be put into a special 
fund so that they would be enabled to receive wages where the industry 
was losing money, then I think I might be prepared to support my 
Honourable friend. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : But there is no application for protection yet from 
the workers. 


Sir Victor Sassoon ; It is not a question of the workers of the 
match industry making an application for protection. What is the case 
is that, owing to the existence of protection, the industry has been 
allowed to take root in this country, which has enabled these agri¬ 
culturists to earn better Avages than they otherwise would. I there¬ 
fore oppose the amendment. 


Iflf. President ; Does the Honourable Member wish to speak ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : For fiAm minutes. Sir. I think 
we must all admire the consistency and doggedness with which my 
Honourable friend ]\Ir. Joshi keeps the standard flying. My Honourable 
friend Sir Victor Sassoon has dealt with the merits of the proposal. The 
point on Avhich I wish A’^ery briefly to ask the attention of the House i& 
that, assuming the objects of the proposal to be such as the Assembly 
would approve, the machinery prOAuded for bringing them into effect 
iiAOuld break doAm hopelessly at every turn. This proposed clause 4 of 
the Bill applies only to companies engaged in the manufacture of matches 
prior to the 1st of October 1928, and Avould not be aijplicable to a com¬ 
pany started after that date. That is obvious because they ‘ could not 
make the declaration before the 1st of October. Therefore, there, is nothing 
to prevent anybody from starting a new company immediately' after the 
1st October and being entirely exempt from all these restrictions. In the- 
second place there is nothing to preA-ent all the existing companies from 
going into liquidation and selling their concerns to neiv companies formed 
after the 1st October. Then again, the restriction AVOuld only apply to- 
joint stock companies and other limited liability companies. Therefore, 
again, it would be possible to evade the restrictions by transferring the- 
concerns to private companies or to prHate individuals. Finally, I AA^ould 
point out that there is a third and a Very important point to remember, 
namely that these restrictions would apply in British India and Avould 
not apply m the Indian States, and I do not think there would he any 
difficulty AvhateA’^er in transferring the greater part of the match industry 
in British India to the States. For these reasons, Sir, I would ask the- 
House not to approve of this amendment. 


Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That after clause 2 of the Bill the following neir clauses he inserted : 

‘ S Undertakings engaged in the manufacture of matches shall submit to the- 
P«,rprnment of India not^ater than 1st of-'October 1928,! a' declaration' whereby they 
^Wne themselves to keep prices of the .articles during the period when such protective 
duties are in force at such iigures as the Government of India may approve. 


>5.' 
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4. Notwithstanding tlie x'^ssing of this Act tiic protective duties shall not apply 
unless the condition laid down in Scetiou 3 and the following conditions are found by 
the Government of India to have been fulfllled : 

(a) Joint stock companies and other limited liability companies engaged in the 
manufacture of matches shall submit to the Government of India not later 
than 1st October lf)28 a declaration whcieby they pledge themselves for 
the financial years during which the ijiotcetive duties are in force. 

(h) Not to pay any fee or equivalent sums to the Directors and management for 
the said financial 3 ’ears. 

(c) Not to paj’ to shareholders and other participants with limited liability a 

greater sum by waj- of annual dividend than what thej' would get at 
0 per cent, on the actual capital invested in the undertaking bj' the per¬ 
sons concerned. 

(d) To employ anj' further surplus in consolidating the position of the under¬ 

taking in the manner api>vovod by the Government of India. 

(e) To employ onlj- Indians in the njidertaking. 

(/) To produce a certificate that tho labour conditions in the undertaking are 
satisfactorj' from a committee of three persons appointed bj' the Gov¬ 
ernment of India for the purpose. 

5. If an undertaking manufacturing matches fails to perform its duties under sub¬ 
sections 3 and 4 within a period fixed the Government of India niaj' order those respon¬ 
sible to perform their duties on peualtj' of a daily fine not exceeding Es. 1,000 

The motion -was negatived. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Premable were added to the Bill. 

The Honotirable Sir George Rainy : Sir, I move that the Bill he 
passed. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjonrned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
the 18th September, 1928. 





LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesday, 18th September, 1938. 


Tlie Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Export Duty on Rice. 

635. *U, Tok Kyi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state if they 
have made a special investigation into the question of the export duty on 
riee as promised by Sir Basil Blackett on the 12th March 1928 ? 

(b) If they have, when may the result of the investigation be expected 
to be known ? 

(c) If they have not, will Government be pleased to state when they 
intend to start the investigation ? 

(d) Are Government aware that the Burma Legislative"Council during 
its last Session has passed a Resolution recommending the abolition of the 
export duty on riee ? 

(e) Is it not a fact that the steamer freight for rice from Bangkok or 
Saigon is smaller than that from Rangoon to Bombay or any of the Indian 
ports that take rice from outside ? 

(/) Is it not a fact that since the days of the “ Riee Control ”, 
the Rangoon rice has not found its place in the London market ? 

(g) Are Government aware that there is a large reduction in the 
quantity of Burma rice exported to foreign countries during this present 
year ? If so, will Government be pleased to state the reasons why ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra : («) to (d). Gov¬ 

ernment have not yet made the investigation. They were awaiting the 
Report of the Royal Commission on Agriculture which, however, does not 
deal with the subject. They are aware of the fact that the subject was 
recently discussed by the Burma Legislative Council and have asked for 
a copy of the Proceedings. When they get it, they propose to take up ' 
the matter with the Local Government. 

(e) No. 

(/) Yes, though exports to the United’ Kingdom have latterly been 
improving. 

(g) Yes. The reduction is partly due to the embargo placed by 
the Japanese Government on imports of riee into that country, which ex¬ 
tends for the pre.sent up to the 31st December. 1928. Government also 
understand that increasing competition from the rice growing coun¬ 
tries on the Mediterranean Seaboard, viz., Spain, Italy, and Egypt and 
reasonably liig’. crops in Saigon, Siam and Japan have contributed to 
tin’s result, t 
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Eeqistration of the Musli.m Association, Peshay'ah Cantonment. 

636. ^Ma-ulvi Sayyid Miu-tuza Snheb Bahadur : (a) Is it a fact that 
the Registrar, Joint Stock Coinpanie.s, Norfh-Wcst Frontier I’roviiice, hfl.s 
refused to register the ainalgnnmted two wings of IIk; Wiislitn Association. 
Peshawar Cantonment, which snhniiltcd a formal itu'morandum of the As.so- 
ciation and other documents required hy Act XX of 1860 ? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to state wlieflier the Registrar 
received the formal docuim'nts required hy tlie Aet irom any other Society 
claiming to be the i\Iuslim Association, Pesliawar (Jantonment, before or 
after the receipt of the documents mentioned in part («) above ? 

(c) If not, will the Government be jileased to .state why the former 
A.ssociation was not regi.sferod ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orcrar ; The Government of India have 
no information on the suli.icct. Inquiries are being made aiid the result 
will be coramutvicated to the Honourable Member. 

CoN\u:RsroN or Leave iVixotvANCits at 2s. peu Rupee. 

637. ’*Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (o) As the rate of exehangc has 
now lieen fixed at I.*!. 6f7. per rujieo. will Government jileasc .state why the 
leave allowance.s mentioned in Fundamental Rules 89 and 90 are still eon* 
verted at the rate of 2s. per rupee 

(Zi) Are Government aware that this disparity between allowanoo.s 
drawn in and outside Asia pi'o.iudicially affects the interests mainly of 
Indian offlcer.s desiring to take leave in India and. in praetieo, draw.s an 
unnecessary and unrecognised distinelion between llie. Indian and European 
officers of Government 7 

(c) Will Govemment plea.so .state what stejis they projio^e to tala* S't 
as to equalise, at an early dale, the rates of allowances, wlietber drawn in 
or outside Asia ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : («) to (c). With 

the exception of the year, viz., the year 1919, the ratio between the 
steiling and rupee rates of leave allowances in the ca.se of the maxima 
and minima rates to wbieb the Honourable Member refers, and in the 
ease of these rates only, has been tlie .same since about 1843. My Honour¬ 
able friend Avill observe from this that the ratio was maintained in tlie 
cases sjiecified even during the years 3894 to 1914 when the rate of e.x- 
chauge was in fact practically stable at Is. 4d. to the rupee, ilitliei o 
the situation which I have described and of which my Honourable IriciKl 
complains has not in fact been the sub.ieet of widely expressed grievance 
on tlie part of Government seiwants, no donbt because inter n/m maxima 
and minima rates only operate in a relatively small number oi cases. 
For example, as a general rule, Indian officers are not entitled to take 
more than four months’ leave on average puy at a time, and during the 
first four months’ leave on average pay the average pay is not .sub.ieet 
to the extraneous limits specified in Fundamental Rule 89. 

I must point out that Indian and European officers alike are subject 
to the rupee maxima and minima if they take leave in India on average 
pay in excess of four months or in excess of the amount of privilege 
leave clue to them if they are under the Civil Service Regulations. On. 
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the other hand, Indian officers, when they take leave outside Asia, benefit 
by the higher sterling maximum. 

As my Honourable friend is aware, the question of the fixation of 
the rate of exchange between rupee and sterling has been the subject of 
considerable controversy in the past few years, and this circumstance 
combined with the other cireumstanees which I have mentioned has 
militated against the Government of India considering the question which 
the Honourable Member has now raised. The Government of India are, 
however, inclined to think that the time has now come or nearly come 
when the question should be re-examined, and I will take steps to see 
that this is done in the near future. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Why is it. Sir, that this fictitious rate of ex¬ 
change at 2a. is observed in the ease of leave allowances for certain 
officers ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The Honourable 
Member could not have listened earefullj'' to the lengthy answer which 
I read out on the floor of the House. That rate is not adopted in the 
ease of all leave allowances. It comes into operation in the case of .cer¬ 
tain maxima and minima rates, and the circumstances which have led 
to the adoption of the 2s. rate of conversion in that particular case have 
been fully explained by me in the lengthy answer I have given. 

Payments to Ofetcbrs of University Training Corps for Periods spent 
IN Caaip or at any Authorised Course of Instruction. 

638. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru -. What steps are being taken by 
Government to carry out the recommendation of the Auxiliaiy and Terri¬ 
torial Forces Committee that officers of the University Training Corps 
should be paid for the period spent in camp or at any authorised course 
of instruction ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : This recommendation will be carried out. I 
find that, by an error in drafting, the rules, as recently published, debar 
officers of the University Training Corps from recehdng individual jjay 
for periods spent in camp, etc. ; but I am having the rule corrected, and 
I am glad that the Honourable Member’.s question has drawn m 5 ' 
attention to the point. 

Extra Messing Allowance to Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of 

THE University Training Corps. 

639. ^Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Are Government aware that the 
Auxiliary and Territorial Pore.es Committee recommended the paj^-ment 
of an extra messing allowance to Viceroy's commissioned officers, non¬ 
commissioned officers and men of urban nnits and persons holding corre¬ 
sponding ranks in the Auxiliary Force ? Do Government propose to 
jirovide for the payment of the same allowance to the Non-Commissioned 
Officers and men of the University Training Corps ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The answer to the first part of the question is 
in the affirmative. The answer to the second part is in the negative. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru :» Would not Government he pleased 
to give the reasons for not giving any allowance to the non-commissioned 
officers and men of the University Training Corps ? 

L134DA a2 
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Mr. G. M. Young : Yes, Sir. The reason roughly is that the 
TJnivcrsily Training Corjis are nof analogous to oitlier tlie Auxiliary 
Force or the urban units of the Territorial Force in this respect. The 
latter force go into camp for very short periods of Iraining. The 
University Training Corps, like the proA'incial baltalions of the Territo¬ 
rial Force go into longer periods of training. Where the period of 
training is short there is greater .iustification for an extra messing 
alloAvance. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is not tlic status of the llniver.sity 
Ti-aining Corp.s Iho .same as tliat of the urban units eonsideritiir the .social 
classes from Avhieh the students come 

Mr. G. M. Young : It all depends upon Avhat my Ilonottrabh* 
friend means by ‘‘ status Their military status is entirely different. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Are GoA-erinnont tivare that wlicn the 
last training eainp was hold in the I’uiied I’roviiicts there was a great deal 
of dissatisfaction among the men'of the I'niA’ersity Trainintt Corps on 
aecotun of the scanty allowance giA-en to tlieni 

Mr. G. M. Young : 1 liaA^e no information on tluit point heyond 

what the Honourable Member has just stated. I .should he very glad, 
hoAA’-ever, if any discontent of that kind Avere officially brought to my 
notice. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is the Honourable "Member aAvare 
that I brought this matter to his notice last year 1 

Ml'. Gaya Prasad Singh : Forgotten. 

An Honourable Member : Too long. 

Mr. G. M. Young : I must confess I had forgotten that. 

Abolition of Dual Commissions in the Case of Offioehs of the Uni¬ 
versity Training Corps. 

640. ‘^Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzi'u : What progress has been made 
AA’ith the policy of abolishing the dual corainission in the case of offieer.s 
of the UniA'ersity Training Corps ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The policy has been adopted and no further dual 
commissions Avill be irranted. Those avIio iioav hold the dual coininissions 
AA’ill be eligible for the grant of the iicav commission in accordance AA'ith 
the regulations that Avill he published shortly. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru ; Is it proposed to make .selection.'- 
in future in regard to tlie abolition of the dnal commission or Avill all the 
officers noAv in the rniver'-ity Training Corps he ipso fcicio treated as King s 
commissioned offieers ? 

Mr. G, ]^. Young ; They have already the honorary King’s com¬ 
mission also.’ 1 am afraid 1 liaA'c not got the details in my head, hut all 
of them Avill he equally eligible for the ncAV commission. 

Poavers of CoMJiANn OVER Subordinate Personnel of EuropejVN Officerf 

OF THE Indian .Auxiliary. Force and Indian Officers on the Special. 

Indian Territorial Force List. 

6,41. ^Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : [a) Is there any distinction 
bclAveen the European Officers on the Indian Auxiliary Force list and tl)e 
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lutiian officers on the special Indian Territorial Force list seconded for 
duty with the University Training Corps in respect of powers of com¬ 
mand over subordinate personnel ? 

(b) If the reply xo the above be in the affirmative when do Govern¬ 
ment propose to abolish thi.s d stinction ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; There is no distinction, Sir, in the powers of 
command of Indian and European officers over subordinate personnel. T 
may talxe this opportunity to explain that the proposal to have special 
list of officers seconded from the Auxiliary Force and the Territorial Force 
for duty with the University Training Corps has been abandoned. All 
•officer.'^ of the University Training Corps will be given commissions in the 
Indian Territorial Force and will be appointed directly to the various 
University Training Corps. 

Issue op Service Rifles to the University Training Corps in the 

United Provinces. 

642. '‘"Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (a) With reference to repty given 
io starred question No. 514, on the 29th August, 1927, will Government be 
lileased to state whether service rifles have been issued to the University 
Training Corps in the United Provinces ? 

(b) If the answer be in the negative when do Government propose to 
fulfil the promise given by the Army Secretary during the budget debate 
•on the 14th IMarch, 1927 ? 

Mr. G. M. Young .* Arrangements have been made to supply all 
University Training Corps in the United Provinces with a number of ’ 
rifles sufficient to enable them to fire their annual courses of mu.sketry. 

The question of replacing all the drill practice rifles with sei'viee 
rifles entails a good deal of expenditure and Is still under reference to the 
local military authorities. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru ; Is it a fact that the Honourable 
hlember said in March, 1927, lhai ns .soon as arj-angements liad been made 
for guarding the arras, there would be no objection on the part of the 
military authorities to replacing drill practice rifles with service rifle.s ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; That is so. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : ' Why is another reference now 
ne-ded to the military authorities ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am afraid it is not another reference. The 
provision of these rifles on a large .scale is a matter of some difficulty. I 
f.hink I might repeat what I have already exjilaiued before that it is 
purely a question of custody and that there is no question of withholding 
from the University Training Coi-p.s weapons which they .slionld consider 
themselves entitled to have if arrangement can be made. That is proved 
by the fact thai every other Univer.sity Training Corps in India Avith the 
exception of the company at Lyallpur and the company at Patna, which 
ai-e in the Same situatibn ds fhe United ProA'inces in this matter, has 
•serviefe rifles. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Hoav many rifles are going to he 
issued to the UniA^ersity Training Corps in the United Provinces 1 
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IVIr. Gr. M. Young : I do not know the exact number, but it is a 
number wbicli is suflicient, as I have said, to enable thorn to fire their 
annual course of nniskctry. 

Dr. B. S. Moonje : Wimt i.s (be mil clilficult.v in the matter of 
supplying army service rifles to the University Training Uorps ? Ts it n 
difliculty about providing for safe custody, or difllculty about firing 1 

Mr. G. M. Young ; Tt is the difficulty of safe custody. The various 
Universities in the United Provinces do bap])cn to be situated at some 
distance from the place wlicrc the riflc.s can be stored under guard by the 
military. T may add that it miglil be deduced from the )>ersistcnce of ray 
Honourable friend’s questions that lliere i.s some feeling of grievance in 
the United Province.s Universities in regard to this matter. TJic Govern¬ 
ment have no reason to .suppose tliat there is any sucli feeling. It was 

only the other day that a high military officer told me lliat he went down 
to Allahabad and" enquired into the state of the Univer.sity Training 
Corps there. He found them extremely contented so far a.s lie could make 
out, and he also said that they were exceedingly efficient. I cannot but 
think that the member.s of the Univcr.sity Training Corp.s take a prac¬ 
tical point of mew about this matter, that is, that if it is not easy or 

convenient to supply them witli service rifles for drill ]iracticc ]nirpo«e.s, 
they are content to do Ihoir drill practices with drill practice rifle.s. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunaru ; Are Government awan* that at the 
last training camp tlie officers of the Univensity Corps represented to the 
officer commanding the Allahabad District, probably General Nightingale, 
their grievances in regard to the non-supply of service rifles ? 

Mr, G. M. Young ; I am not aware of that fact. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Arc Government aware that the 
other University Training Corp.s have been granted service rifles although 
they have no better arrangements for guarding them tlum the 
University Training Corps in the United Provinces. 

Mr. G. M. Young : No. I went into that matter very carefully 
and that is not my conclusion. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : I.s tlie Honourable IMember aware 
that at Poona, for instance, the armoury is situated at a distance fi’om 
the military headquarters and the arms are guarded there by two or 
three retired military men ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Sir, I am exactlj' arvare of the methods by 
W’hich arm.s are guarded at Poona', but I am sati-sfied that there is no 
reason to apprehend there any los.s of rifles from theft or from other 
causes. The same eirenmstanees do not apply in the ease, at any rate, 
of all of the University Training Corps in the United Provinces. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru Are tlie armouries in the United Pro¬ 
vinces badly constructed, and if so, have the Universities been asked to 
modify them ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Eeally it is a question of custody by the 
.military. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : "What is the real difficulty which 
the military authorities have not been able during the last 18 months 
to overcome in the United Provinces ? 
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Mr. G. M. Young : It was only in the United Provinces that the 
question arose. I have already explained the difficulty. 

Dr. B. S. Moonje : The only difficulty, as we are given to under¬ 
stand, is the provision of safe custody. But we feel now, at least the 
impression created by the Honourable Member’s answers is that there 
are other difficulties also. We would like to know definitely what 
those difficulties are in detail. 

Mr. G. M. Young ; There is no other difficulty except the difficulty 
of custody. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is it a matter simply of the em¬ 
ployment of the necessary number of men ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : It is a matter partly of the employment of 
the necessaiy number of men, which is an expense. 

Dr. B. S. Moonje : When do you think arrangements will be made 
for safe custody if that is the only difficulty ? What amount of time 
and expenses will be required for providing safe custody arrangements, 
if that is the only difficulty ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I admit that the matter has taken a very long 
time and it is not settled, yet. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Has the matter been under con¬ 
sideration for about a year and a half ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : My Honourable friend knows when he first 
raised the question. 

Population op the Depebssed Classes. 

643. *Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : With reference to the answer 
given to my supplementary question to starred question No. 1, regarding 
the population of the depre.ssed classes, on 4th September, 1928, will Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to state approximately : 

(cf) how many of the 60 millions ai-e from the territories outside 
British India ; and 

(i) how many of the 60 millions belong to the criminal tribes ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to paragraph 193 of the Census Report of 1921. 
Government have no information of the population of criminal tribes. 

(Mr. Mukhtar Singh was not in his seat when question No. 644 was 
called.) 

Mr. M S. Aney : May I put the questions standing in the name 
of Mr. Mukhtar Singh ? He has authorised me to put his questions. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member has not taken the 
trouble to inform the Chair. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : He has written to me that he has informed you 

also. 

Mr. President : I am not sure, hut I shall give the benefit of the 
doubt to the Honourable Member. 

(Mr. M. S. Aney put questions Nos. 644 to 649, both inclusive, 
standing in the name of Mr. IMukhtar Singh.) 
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SxorrAGE OF the Keobuitment of Non-SIuslims a.s Co.mfositoii.s in the 
Governjient of India Press, Delhi, 

044. *Mr. M. S. Aney (on bchnlf of Mr. Mukhlar Singh) : (a) Will 
Government be pleased to state the number of (t) hluhammndnn. (?i) non- 
Muhammadan compositors in the Government of India Press, Delhi ? 

{h) AVill Govorninent be pleased to siale file number of vacancie.s 
(aj permanent and (h) temporary filled in the comiiosiiig .staff of the 
Delhi Press since Isl Xovember, 1927 ? Will the Govenmienl be further 
pleased to state the number of posts given to (a) i\Iuslim.s and (h) non- 
Muslims during the above period ? 

(e) Will Government be ])1ea.sed to state if it is a fact that or(ler> 
have been i.ssucd stojijnng the reeruitment of non-,Mnslim.>> as compositors 
in The Government of India Press, Dellii ? If tlie ansTver be in.fhe 
affirmative vill the Government be pleased to state tlie reasons for issuimr 
sueh an order s 

(cl) Is it a fact tluit non-Mu.slim eompositoi's applied for the po.sLs 
of compositors during the period of 1st November, 1927, till date in the 
Government of India Press, Delhi and their applications vore rejected 
simply because they were not Muhammadans '! 

(e) Is it a fact that Muhammadan compositor.s aged from 50 to 70 
years have been recently employed in preference to non-Miusliin young 
compositors ? If the answer he in the affirmative, will the Government 
he pleased to .state why .such a ])relVrentinl treatment lias been mlopted ? 

The Honourable Mi'. A. 0. MeWatters : The information is being ob¬ 
tained and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due coui'se. 

Prohibition of the Sale of Vegetable Ghee. 

645. ^'Mr. M. S. Aney (on behalf of Mr. hlnkhtar Singh) : (c) Has 
the attention of the Government been drawn to page 234 of tlie Royal 
Agricultural Commission’s Report ? If so. what action do Government 
propose to take to prohibit the sale of hydrogenated oils and other pro¬ 
ducts under the name of vegetable ghee, Yanaspaii ghee or the like ? 

(&) Will the Government be pleased to lake necessary stefis so that 
the vegetable oil be not adulterated with ghee or sold under aii}* such 
name which maj" suggest that it is the same or a similar product a.s ghee ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The matter is engaging the at-' 
tention of the Government of India who are in communication ivith Local 
Governments on the subject. 

Cost op carrying a Ton of Goods one I\Iile on certain Railways. 

646. *Mr. M. S, Aney (on behalf of Mr. Mnkhtar Singh) : Will 
the Government be pleased to state the cost of carrjdng a ton of goods on 
the following Railwaj’-s to a distance of one mile in (or) open trucks 
(6) in closed wagons ? 

(i) North Western Railway. 

(m) Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

■ I 

, (m) East Indian Railway. 

(iu) Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The fing'res are not eoinpiled separately for 
nipen and closed wagons. For goods vehicles as a whole, on these and 
other Class I Railways, the Honourable Member will find the information 
in'columns 15 and 16 of statement 15 in Volume II of the Report by the 
Railway Board on Indian Railways for 1926-27 and preA'ious years. 

Import op Artificial Flour. 

647. *Mr. M. S. Aney (on behalf of Mr. Mukhtar Singh) : (o) Is it 
•a fact that artificial flour synthetically made from wood is imported into 
this country and is mixed up with the grain flour and sold in the market " 
If the answer be in the affirmative, will the Government be pleased 
to state under what heads the article is entered at the Customs House ■■ 

Q}) Have Government analysed this product and do Government 
•consider it fit for human consumption ? 

Mr. (t. S. Bajpai ; The Government of India have no information, hut 
have made enquiries. 

Saving op the Sugar Industry from Extinction in India. 

648. *Mr. M. S. Aney (on behalf of Mr. Mukhtar Singh) : Have 

, ‘Government decided to take any step to save the sugar industry of this 
country from extinction ? If so, will the Government be pleased to 
state the steps proposed to be taken in this behalf ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Government are still considering the matter. 

■Rents op Different QuARTE:g,s allotted to Members of the Legislative 

Assembly. 

649. *Mr, M. S. Aney (on behalf of Mr. Mukhtar Singh) : Will 
Government be pleased to state the basis upon Avhich the rent is fixed for 
the different quarters allotted to the Members of the xVssembly ? What 
percentage of the price of furnitui'e is included in the calculation of rent 
of these quarters ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters ; The rents in Simla were 
fiLxed by adding percentages of the caintal cost of the land, buildings, 
■sanitary, water and electric installations and furniture to charges on account 
of maintenance, taxes and certain services, an addition being made to 
allow for the fact that the quarters Avould only be occupied by the 
Members for short periods. The percentage on the price of the furni¬ 
ture included in the calculation is 20 per annum. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Are. Government aAvare that the prices of 
furniture have been put ridiculously high and this indicates the existence 
of fraud in the Department concerned ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters'; I am not aware of that. 
The furniture, I believe, Avas bought at a time Avbeu it Avas expensiA'e, 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Has the Honourable Member seen the fur¬ 
niture himself ? If he has not, Avill he kindly go round and see the sort 
of furniture that has been giA^en in the Cart Road quarters,? - 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : I have not seen it, but I shall 
■be A’ery glad to go round and see it for myself. . 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Sing-h : I shall be very glad if the llononrahlc ]Mem- 
ber "will kindly do so, and look to the lii-iees. 

Bevision of the Pay op the Glerioal Staff of the Office of the Dirixtor 

General op Posts and Telegrai>hs. 

050. -"Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra ; {a) 'What were the recom¬ 
mendations of the then Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs, Sir (then 
Mr.) G. E. Clarke in connection with the revision of pay of the clerical 
staff of his office in 1920-21 ? 

(h) 'What was the basis of his rcconiniendations ? 

(c) 'Were the recommendations of the Director-General accejited by 
the Government of India ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) be in the negative, will Government ])lease 
state the reasons ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. G. MeWatters : Government arc not }n'epared 
to diselo.se the nature of their departmental discussions. 

Pay of Assistant Director-General of the Post Office. 

661. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (n) Is it a fact that the scale of 
pay for the Assistant Direetors-General of the Post Office is superior to 
that of the Assistant Secretaries in the Government of India Secretariat ? 

{]}) What i.s the reason for the difference between the two scales ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) The scales rise by the 
same annual increment of Es. 50 from the .same minimum, Es, 1,00*0 ; to 
Es. 1,250 in the case of Assistant Secretaries and to Rs. l.,50n in the case 
of Assistant Direetors-General. 

(Z)) The pay of each has been fixed with regard to the nature and 
conditions of the work. 

Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra ; Do not tlie Assistant Director.s- 
General get an extra pay in addition ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters ; No. 

Reorganisations of the Office of the Director General of PosTsS and 

Telegraphs. 

662. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : {a) How many reorganisations 
(major and minor) have taken place in the office of the Director-General 
Posts and Telegraphs since 1923 ? 

(6) Will GoA’Crnment please briefly state them and the names of 
gentlemen who were entrusted with the work ? 

(c) Did Government take any steps to give effect to their recommenda¬ 
tions ? 

(d) Will Government please state the reasons why it was considered 
necessary to have another re-organisation this year ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) Pour. 

(1)) and (c.) The reorganisation proposed by Mi*. Hamilton in April, 
192.5, was not given effect to. On the recommendations made by the 
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Posts and Telegraphs Department Committee, 1924-25, and bj' Rai 
Bahadur J. P. Canguli in December 1925, separate Budget and Estab¬ 
lishment Branches were formed in 1926 and 1927. After the transfer 
of the ofSce from Calcutta to New Delhi, the different branches and sec¬ 
tions were re-arranged in Ajiril 1928 bj’^ the officers of the Direction. 

(d?) In July last Government considered it necessary to em]5loy Rai 
Bahadur J. P. Ganguli as special officer again to make a detailed review 
of the staff necessary to carry on the work under the arrangements made 
in April last. The report recently received from him reveals justifica¬ 
tion for the action taken by Government. 

(e) No ; but the transfer of the office from Calcutta to Delhi render¬ 
ed the latest reorganisation necessary. 

Chief Superintendent op the Office of the Director General op 

Posts and Telegraphs. 

653. *Mr. Satyendra Ohandra Mitra : (a) Do Government contem¬ 
plate deputing an outsider from among the gazetted rank of Superintend¬ 
ents of Post Offices to the office of the Director-General, Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs to work in place of the Chief Superintendent of the office now on 
learfC ? 

(6) If so, wifi. Government be pleased to state why the claim of 
the existing senior fit officials in the office from the cadre of Superin¬ 
tendents downwards has been ignored ? 

(c) Were any of the existing senior officials tried for the post ? 

(d) If so, how many, and who were they ? 

(e) Will Government please state the reasons for bringing in an 
outsider. 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) Yes, temporarily. 

(<!')) (c), (d) and (e). A recent inspection of the office by an in¬ 
dependent officer revealed such an unsatisfactory state of affairs that 
the Director-General considered it necessaiy to adopt special steps to 
imjirove matters. He selected, with the concurrence of Government, a 
gazetted officer of the rank of Superintendent of Post Offices for the duties 
of the Chief Superintendent as a temporary measure. This post is a 
selection post, and seniority gives no claim, either to be tried in or 
appointed to it. 

Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Will tlie Honourable Member tell 
the House if the senior officers of the department will be given a 
chance ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : The selection of an outside 
officer was made deliberately because of the results of the inquiry made 
by the special officer. It was not considered that any of the senior offi¬ 
cers would be as good as the man we have selected for this particular 
and very difficult task of reorganisation. 

]Mfe. B. G. Kundu, Assistant Postmaster General, Burma. 

654. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : With reference to the reply of the Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs to my question in the last Session is Mr. 

B. G. Kundu still continuing to act as an Assistant Postmaster General, 
Burma ? 

Mr. P. Gr. Rogers : Yes. 
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J^lKWIOTION t)T C'lKUKS AND OrTTCKH.S ON THt: AhSAM-BkNOaI, HaHAVAV. 

655. ‘^Mr, Anwai’-Xil-Azim : Will Govcrnnicm be plensed to stale on 
ivhat hnsi.s promotion.^ are pivon to Uh- clei-Ic', hthI ortk-er.s on tin* As^aiti 
Bengal Tlnihvay ? Do they inalco any distinefion between Mnssalmans niul 
otlicrs in mutter of promotion ? 

3VIr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Definite vrrade.^ ami seale.s o)' pay are b'lir] <If)\vn 
for clerks and increments are given in tiu'se scales ]>rr>vided the worii per¬ 
formed has been satisfactory. Oniecr.s are on time-scales and pronuitions 
from grade to grade are granted on oceurreitee of vueaneics with .selection 
for ])Osts ontside llie ordinary grade. No distinction i.s made between 
Muslims -and others in the matter of promotion. 

Becruit.ment of Ci.FnK.s nv the Staitsticaj> Ofj-iokh. Mastjujx Bi;,V(UI. 

JfATLtVAy. 

656. =f-Mr. Anwar-nl-A?.im : Will Government be pleased to state 
bow many dorks have been reernited bj- tlie .Statistical Ofiicer, Ka.stern 
Bengal Eaihvay. Scaldali, from daimary np to tllsl August 1928. ami bow 
many of them are Mussalmans .’ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : tlS clerks have been recruited by the Stati.stical 
Officer of the Eastern Bengal Eaihvay during the period mentioned. Gov¬ 
ernment regret that for reasons Avhich had previously been explained, 
they do not consider it desirable to give fignro.s of the coinmnnal eompo.si- 
lion of individual offices ; but I can informs the Honourable Member that 
applications from Muslims for thc.se posts were only about 3 per cent, of 
the total ap])lications and that the numbers of'iMnslims taken in were 
much in (‘xee.ss of tin's jjoreentage even, tliongli certain of the Muslim ap¬ 
plicants who were otVered po.sts did Jiot accept lliem. 

Manlvi Abdul Matin Chaudliury : Were the posts advertised iji the 
.nowsj)apers ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : If the lloiionrable Member rcqnirc.s details of 
that description, be ought to have asked for them in the origijial qncs- 
lion. lie must givf* ine notice. 


Passexuer Superintendent.s, Ea.sterx Benoai. Eaii-way. 

657. Anwar-nl-Asim : Will Government hr- pleased to .state 
Jiow mnny Passenger Superintendents liavc been recruited 1)y the Traffic 
Manager. ICastern Bengal Eaihvay, from .TaTimnw np to 61st August 3928. 
and what ,ure their resjieetive qualifieations, and liow many of them are 
Mussalmans ? 

Mr, A. A. L, Parsons : One passenger Superintendent, who had pre¬ 
vious railway experience, was recruited. He was not a Miaslim. 

Eepre.sentatiok of Mu.si.ims on the Assam Benoat E.\iiav.\y’. 

658. -Mr. Anwar-nl-Azim : {a) AVill Government be pleased to state 

•Avhether the Secretary of the Chittagong Tslamia Associatibn addressed a 
■demi-official letter on the 17tli July 1926, to Mr. Stevenson, Ihg then Chief 
Plngineer of the Assam Bengal Eaihvay with regard to Sluslim repfesehta- 
f ion ? . . - • . 
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(b) Is it a fact that the Chief Engineer by his letter No. 9738-9744, 
dated the 13th July, 1926, circulated all the offices under him to give 
effect to the request contained therein ? 

Mr. A, A. L. Parsons ; The Agent of the Assam Bengal Railway has 
been asked to furnish this information, and it will be communicated to 
the TIonouvable Member as soon as his reply is received. 

Number oe Muslim and Hindu Clerks in certain Specified Offices 
OF THE AsSAM-BeNGAL RaILWAY. 

659. ■-'■Mr. Anwar-iil-Aaim : Will Government be pleased to state 
what is the number of ]\Iu.slim and Hindu clerks in the following offices 
under the admini.stration of the As.sam-Bengal Railway : 

(1) Traffic Manager’s Office. 

(2) Agent’s Office. 

(3) Chief Engineer’s Office. 

(41 Chief Auditor's Office. 

(5) Loco, and Carriage Superintendent, Pahartali, Chittagong. 

Office. 

(6) Offices of the District Traffic Superintendents. 

(71 Offices of the District Engineers ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Government regret that, for reasons which have 
previously been explained, they are not prepared to give the figures of 
communal representation in individual offices. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohaudhury : Is it a fact that Government is re¬ 
fusing the information because very few Muhammadans are appointed to 
these posts ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir. 

Gazette!) Postmasters. 

660. "Mr. Anwar-ul- Azina : Will Government be pleased to state 
what is the total number of gazetted Postmasters all over India, and how 
many of them are Mussalmans ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters ; The total number of gazetted 
Postmasters, including the Presidency Postmasters, is 48. Of these 3 are 
Mussalmans. 

Construction of the Chittagong-Duhazari and the Chittagong-Nazirhat 

Rail WAVS. 

661. ’*=Mr. Anwar-rQ-Azim : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if the works of construction of the proposed new Chittagong-Duhazari 
and the Chittagong-Nazirhat Railways have yet been started by the- 
Assam-Bengal Railway 1 

(6) When is it likely to be completed ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is no railway station to the northern side of 
the Chittagong town, where most of the passengers and traffic gather ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The Avork on the Chittagong-Nazirhat Rail¬ 
way has been started and the project of the Chittagoug-Duliazari Railway 
Is under the consideration of the Board. 
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(6) TilO Clultiif^ong-Nazirhat Ifaihvay is f*xi)ecteil let Ite coniplolt-d 
in January 1930. Ko data can !«> j^ivon for tlic CJiittai^ojiK-nnhazaii Hnii- 
Avay since it lias not yet been riccidod ndicn (lie projc'cl can be taken up. 

{<■) II is a fact that Uumt is at present no railway sfalidii to the 
nortliern side of the Cliitlapronp town. 

EKcnumiKNT or tiik Stait rou Tiiii Xnw C’okstiujctiox.s or Tur: Assam- 
BKxr.At. Kaiiavav at Fkxi and CiirrrAnejNn. 

662. '‘‘Mr. Anwar-nl-Azim : (a) Will Ciovenunent be ploa.sed to .state 
bv what notitieations the stall's have been recniited to work in variouj; 
eiipacitie.s in connection with the new const mictions of the Assam Bonsai 
Eaihvay at Feni and (’liitlagont-r 7 

ib) Were the.se ever advertised in any local new.spapers ? 

(e) Who is the authority resjion.sihle for the recrnitnient of the .stnfT 
in connection with these new constructions 7 

Mr. A. A. L'. Parsons ; (a) and (b). I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the rejdy already given by me to liis (jne.stion No. oJl of the 
13th September. 

(c) The Admini.slration of the A.s.sam Bengal Bail way Company. 

Number or the ]Muslim.s and Non-Musums UMri.OYr.n in certain Sreci- 

]TED Offices. 


663. '’‘Mr. Anwar-nl-Azim : Will Government bo iiloased to lay on tin* 
table a statement showing the folhuving information together with the 
rates of pay of all classes of em]>loyeo.s in each office ? 
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• Honorable Sm Bhupendra Nath Mtra : The information re¬ 
quired by the Honourable Member is being collected and will be furnished 
to him m due course. 
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Appointment of a Secretary to the Port Commissioners, Chittagong. 

664. *Mr Anwar--ul-Azim : Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member be pleased to state, how far the case regarding the appointment of 
a Secretary to the Chittagong Port Commissioners has matured ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The Government of India have 
sanctioned the proposals of the Commissioners for the Port of Chittagong 
for the creation of a post of whole-time Secretary to the Commissioners 
with effect from the date on-which the Indian Merchant Shipping (Amend¬ 
ment) Actj 1928, comes into force. 

Opening of a Technical School in connection with the Assam-Bengal 

Railway at Chittagong. 

666. *Mr, Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government be pleased to state how 
far the proposal for the opening of a Technical School at Chittagong 
(Pahartali) in connection with the Assam Bengal Railway has pro¬ 
gressed ? 

Mr. A. A. Ir. Parsons : The Railway Board understand that the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bengal has raised the question of providing facilities for train¬ 
ing apprentices at Pahartali with the Agent of the Assam Bengal Railway, 
and that the Director of Industries, Assam, is also interested in the pro¬ 
ject. They further understand that the Agent of the Railway has ex¬ 
pressed his willingness to assist in providing such facilities. As the 
Honourable Member will realise, the matter is one primarily for the two 
Provincial Governments concerned. 

Beveesion of Wireless Operator B. C, Dey, Rangoon, to the Traffic 

Branch, 

666. *U. Tok Kyi : (o) Will Government be pleased to state the 
reasons why Wireless Operator B. C. De, Rangoon, was reverted to the 
Traffic Branch ? 

(h) Is there any proposal before the Government to recruit to the 
Wheatstone Wireless Brandi at Rangoon only Anglo-Indians by nomination 
without calling for volunteers 2 

Mr. P, G. Rogers': (a) Telegraphist E. C. De, while under training in 
Wheatstone Wireless work, was found to be unsuitable for that 
particular work and was consequently reverted to the Traffic Branch. 

(h) No. 

U. Tok Kyi : Is the Honourable Member aware that Mr, B. C. De has 
incurred the displeasure of his superiors by serving on the Committee 
of the All-Indian Telegraphic Union ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : No, Sir. Even if he were on the Committee, 
he would not ineure the displeasure of his official superiors on 
that account. 

Grant of House Rent to Station Service Men of the Tele¬ 
graph Department. 

667. *U. Tok Kyi : (cr) Will Government be pleased to state if it is 
H fact that in the Telegraph Department only general service men are 
granted house rent, and not the station service men ? 

(6) If so, do Government propose to remove the grievance of the 
•station service men ' 
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The Honourable Mr. A. 0, McWatters ; (n) Y('5,' 

(h) Ooverninent do no< consider Jlwil llio st!di(»n service telc- 
j^raphists liavo any reasonable irrievance. Tlicir jaiy wan Hxed on a con- 
solidaled basis and on the distinct nndcrstandinfr that no bouse rent 
allowance woidd be admissible. Tnlike their confreres in the I'eneral 
service, the station service men are not liable to transfers Ihroupbout 
India. 


Opkxing ok ScHonn 


Kou Thaixino Ti:m:oiiAi’tit.sTS i.v Hckma. 


668. -’H, Tok Kyi : Is there any school for trainin;: telcixraphists iir 
Burma ? If not. do Covernment projm.se to njwn sncli a school in Kangoon 
at an early date to enable r>urmans to undergo training in telegrajdiy 1 
Mr. P. G-. Rogers : If the Ilonoiirable Memher refers to dcj»arlmental 
classes for training in telegrajdiy, one aircady exists in Rangoon. If, )iow- 
ever, his question relates to the telegraph classes eslablislied in certain 
educational instifution.s in Tjidia for providing tiviined rl'cruilfi for tlie 
Telegraph Department, then no such training classes exist in any edu¬ 
cational institutions in Burma. It is not pi’0[)0.scd to open any, since all 
such classes are being closed in India, owing to the adoption rtf new rules 
for reeruitjuent for the telegraph .service. 


Depressed Conditiox ok the Silk Weaving Industry in Some P.vrts of 

Bengal, etc. 

669. *]y[r. K. C. Neogy : (a) Has the attention of (lovcriiment been 
drawn to the observations made, in the rej)nrt of the Royal Commission rm 
Agriculture in India regarding the “ competition wliich is already con¬ 
fronting the Indian silk industry from artificial silk and the risk that 
the demand for the natural article will weaken if the u.se of arfitioial silk 
continnes to increase at its present rate y 

(b) Has the attention of Government also been drawn to a scrie.s of 
articles by Mr. J. N. Sarkai*. M.A., Avhich ajipeared in the Amrita Bazar 
PairiJea during the last week of August, under tlic heading “ Decline of 
Indian Silk Industry ”, in wliich tlie writer has tried to .show that the 
apprehension of the Royal Commission on Agriculture as indicated in part 

(a) above, has already come true, and particularly that the silk wearing 
industry in some parts of Bengal is in a verj' depressed condition ? 

(c) Did Government at any time consult the Local Goverument.s 
regarding the effect of increasing imports of artificial .silk varn and fabrics 
on the indigenous silk industry, cither before or after effeefing the reduction 
in the import duty on artificial silk yarn last autumn ? If so. when and 
with what result ? 

(d) Do Government propose to take any action in the matter, parti- 
cu ariy in view of the observations of the Royal Commission on Agriculture 
quoted above ? 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 


Indiaincreasing imports into 
pa^ed bv a^ Sint? manufactured goods have been accom- 

by a decrease m the Indian demand for the natural article. The 
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facts known to tlie Government of India do not disclose any grounds for 
action. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Do I take it that the Government have decided 
1o take no notice of this particular observation of the Agricultural Com¬ 
mission ! 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I do not think the Honourable 
Member is entitled to draw that inference. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : What are the materials at the disposal of the 
Honourable Member,- beyond the figures which he has mentioned, which 
have enabled him to come to the conclusion to which he has ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; The figures available to the 
Government of India are the same as those available to Honourable 
Members of this House. They are those which are published in the trade 
returns. 

Mi. K. C. Neogy ; May we not expect the Government of India to 
address Local Governments on this question in view of the definite observa-' 
tions made by the Royal Commission on Agriculture ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : It is precise^ in view of the 
nature of the observations made by the Royal Commission that I give the 
answer ivhich I did give. They say : 

” Unfortunately there are no figures av.ailable foi the tot.al production of natural 
silk in India, but it has been stated in evidence that at present the demand for natnral 
silk has not declined. ’' 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Do nob the Government think that the Provincial 
Governments might be in a position to assist them in this matter ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : If the position were such as the 
Honourable Member apprehends it to be, I should have expected that the 
Local Governments would have addressed the Government of India. 


PRIVATE NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

Issue op Treasury Bills within Three Weeks op the Government op 
India Loan being fully subscribed. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : (1) Will Government be pleased to 
state the reasons why they have been compelled to issue Treasury Bills 
in India within three weeks after getting their loan this year of Rs. 35 
crores fully subscribed and within less than ten days after their borrowing 
£G millions in London last month ? 

(2) Do Government' think that it wiU be necessary for them to 
borrow further in London this financial year ? 

(3) Do Government expect to have to continue borrowing on 
Treasury Bills in India hereafter this year ? 

(4) Are Government aware of the increasing want of credit in India 
during the last few months and do they intend to take any measures in 
this GOimection which will assure the public in India ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra t (1) The Revised 
Estimate for 1927-28 assumed that the outstandings of Treasury Bills with 
the public at the close of the year would be 9 crores. As a matter of 

L134LA B 
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fact, Government issued fewer Treasury Bills in March last, and the 
outstandings amounted to 7^ erores only. Further, Railway Capital 
Expenditure Iasi year was about 2^ erores more than the Revised Esti¬ 
mate. The net result is, therefore, that the cash position at the beginning 
of the current year was 4 erores Avorse than assumed in the Budget. 
The Honourable Member is no doubt aware, firstly, that Government d'id 
eonfempiafe the issue of Treasury Biihs in the current year f>o an amount 
Avhich Avoulcl leaA'e the outstandings at the close of the year at 9 erores, and 
secondly, that while large disbursements have to be made in September 
and October on account of discharges of War Bonds, 1928, and of maturing 
Treasury Bills, land revenue does not* begin to flow in till late in January. 
It is accordingly iiecessarj^ in accordance Avith the Budget programme, 
fhat Treasury Bills should be issued in certain months of the year in 
order to tide OA’^er a period when there is a considerable gap hetAA’^een 
public receipts and outgoings. It is hardly necessary for me to point 
out, what Avill haAm been ob\'ious to the Honourable Member from the 
^Budget Statement, that Government haAm been doing eA*erything in their 
poAver latterly to economise in the way of treasury balances. 

(2) and (3). Whether GoA'-ernment Avill borroAV further in Loudon 
-or continue to borrow on Treasury Bills in India are matters Avhieh must 
necessarily depend on circumstances from time to time. Clearly, Govern¬ 
ment cannot bind themselves beforehand to any particular course of 
action, but I can assure the Honourable Member that Government will do 
their best to direct their operations in such a Avay as to cause the minimum 
inconvenience to the Indian money inarket. As a matter of fact, the 
resumption of the issue of Treasury Bills has coincided Avith the resump¬ 
tion of the pAivc.hases of sterling, so that, in effect, Avhat Government take 
ifrom the market Avith the one hand they Avill give to it with the other. 

• (4) Government are not nAAmre that there is an increasing lack of 

credit in India which justifies any special action on their part. They 
are, of course, aAvare that the cash balances at the Imperial Banlc oif 
India have recently been loAver than in previous years—a circumstance 
AV'hich is ])robably accounted for to a large extent by the hold up of 
cotton. In any ease. Government have received no special representa¬ 
tions in the matter and haA^e no present intention of taking any specific 
measures in the direction indicated by the Honourable Member Avho is 
probably aAvare that since the beginning of December last there has been 
a net expansion of currency to the extent of Rs. 3 IjS erores. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Can the Honourable Member tell the 
House what -Avas the outstanding amount of Indian Treasury Bills at the 
end of last month ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; I have not the precise 
figures AAdth me.. Sir, but I belieAm the amount outstanding with the 
public was in the neighhourhoocl of ten erores. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Which is higher than Avhat the Gov¬ 
ernment of India e^jpected to close last year with ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : That, is prohahly so. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : And in spite of the Government 
having got all the 35 erores Avhich they had asked for ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; That is perfectly true. 

I have explained the position in my answer. The amount outstanding 
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at the end of the year may be a particular figure. The amount out¬ 
standing at the end of any particular month may be a higher figure, how¬ 
ever, for the reason that our receipts and outgoings from month to month 
do not tally. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : How will they compare on an average 
with the last year ? 

The Honoui’able Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I do not quite under¬ 
stand that question. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : How do the Treasury Bills this year 
compare on an average with the last jmar ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I much regret I still 
fail to ai^preciate the Honourable Member’s question. As a matter of 
fact this year the sale of Treasury Bills has been suspended for some 
months. 

(Mr, Yidya Sagar Pandya repeated the question.) 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Is the amount for this month the same as for 
the similar month of the previous years or not ? 

The Honourable *Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : If my Honourable 
friend wants to know what the total amount of sales this month is likely 
to be, I much regret I am unable to give him that information. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : The question is this. The amount outstanding, 
as I understand from the answer, is ten crores. How does this amount 
compare with the amount outstanding this month last year and this 
month in the previous year ? 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : I hope the matter is now quite clear to 
the Honourable the Finance Member. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I have not got the 
figures here, Sir, and I am not sure whether it would be possible for me 
to disclose the figures. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Sir, as regards the total amount of 
35 crores which the Government of India asked for through the loan, did 
that include repayment of Treasury Bills outstanding ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : If my Honourable 
friend had read the Budget statement of this year, he would have found 
that it- contemplated the raising of 32 crores by Treasury Bills this 3mar 
and the repayment by Government during the year of an equal amount 
leaving the outstandings at the end of the year at 9 crores. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Does that include the Treasurj-^ Bills 
in the Paper Currency Reserve, Sir ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : No, Sir. I do not think 
that includes the Treasury Bills in the Paper Currency Reserve. I am 
sorry the figure I gave of 32 crores was not correct, it is 35 crores : those 
35 crores are the Treasury BiUs issued to the public. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Regarding the Honourable Member’s 
reply to my question No. 4, do I take it that the Honourable Member 
wants this House to believe that the Government- of India are not aware 
of the increasing want of credit in commercial circles in India ? 

L134LA b2 
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Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member has already 
said so. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : I want the Honourable Member to 
repeat his reply so that I may not misunderstand it. Sir. I want to 
know Avhether the Honourable Member asks us to believe that the Govern¬ 
ment of India are not aware of the increasing want of credit in India 
during the last few months. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; I can only repeat part 
of the answer which I have already given to the House. Government are 
not aware that there is an increasing lack of credit in India which 
.iustifies any special action on their part. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Are Government aware that the bank 
rate has all this slack season been at five per cent. ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Government are fully 
aware of that ; and if the Honourable Member had listened to my reply, 
he would have found out that a later portion of my answer to that 
particular part of his question refers to the fact that the cash balances 
of the Imperial Bank have recently been lower thaq in previous years. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : Are Government also aware that call 
money rate has been ruling between 34 per cent, and 4 per cent, all 
Ihroughthc monsoon period ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : They are aware of 
"that, Sir, but it does not follow that that justifies any special action on 
their part. 

Mr. R. E. Shanmukham Chetty : May I know what conclusion the 
Government of India have drawn from the facts that the bank rate was 
5 per cent, during the slack season and that the cash balances with the 
Imperial Bank have gone down ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The Government of 
India have drawn the precise conclusion to which I have referred in my 
answer to the main question. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : My Honourable friend’s answers are 
so long that it is impossible to make out what exactly the point of these 
answers is. Sir, I have listened to that answer very carefully and he 
has not indicated what conclusion the Government' of India have drawn 
from these figures. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The conclusion which 
my Honourable friend wants the Government of India to draw is that 
credit is becoming increasingly difficult in India. 

Mk. R. E. Shanmukham Chetty : If Government disagrees with that, 
what is the conclusion that they draAv from these facts ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The conclusion they 
draw is that the circumstances are not such as to justify the Government 
of India to take any special action in the matter. I am sorry that the 
answer to the main question is a long one, but the question itself dealt 
with matters of some importance and it w^as not possible for me to confine 
^ mj answer to a smaller compass. As a matter of fact, the result of the 
supp cmentary questions is that we are drifting into a regular disfeiission. 
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Establishment of an Elected Board in Peshawar Cantonment. 

382. Maiilvi Sayyid ■ Miirtiiza Saheb Bahadur : (a) Will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the civil population 6’£ 
Peshawar Pantonment is more than 25,000 ? 

,(h) If so, will the.Government be pleased to state why an elected Board 
should not be now given to the residents of that Cantonment as allowed by 
the Cantonment Act ? ' 

Mr. G. M. Young ; (a) I have no separate figures to show the 
number of the civil population in the Peshawar Oantionment. The Census 
Report of 1921 shows the total population of the Cantonment as 25,025. 

(5) Under the provisions of clause (6) of the proviso to section 14 (1) 
of the Cantonments Act, 1924, the constitution of an elected board in a 
Cantonment in the North-West Frontier Province does not depend on 
the nunibers of its civil population, but on the discretion of the Local 
Government. 


Grievances of Town Inspectors of Post Offices. 

383. Mr. O. Saiwotham Rao : (a) (i) Has the attention of the Govern- 
nient been drawn to the issue of the Tribune, dated the 13th June 1928 
under the heading “ Post OfSce Town Inspectors ” ? , 

(n) Are the facts stated therein substantially correct ? 

(w) If so, what action, if any, has been taken ? 

(6) Will the Government be pleased to say (1) whether the Postal ■ 
Superintendents, the Postal Overseers, the Sorting Postmen, the Braneb 
Postmasters and the Postal Muffasil Inspectors were removed from their 
permanent posts and transferred to the next subordinate lines when the 
scale of pay in respect of each of the above classes was raised by the Govern¬ 
ment and (2) whether the above-mentioned officials were replaced by men 
who rendered more years’ service in the subordinate lines ? 

(c) If not, why have the officials who were taken as recruits from 
clerk's and aiipointed substantively as Town Inspectors long ago in pre¬ 
ference to their clerks been replaced by clerks ? What action has been 
taken by the Government to redress the grievances of the aforesaid Toavu 
Ipsppetors_ ? . . _ 

. (d) it a fact that the postal Town Inspectors attached to the First 

pi^ss Head Office stations have been supervising the work of tbe clerks— 
senior or junior ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0, McWatters : Government have seen some 
papers containing articles regarding the Postal Town Inspector.s. Re¬ 
presentations from Service Associations, Town 'Inspectors and other 
postal officials regarding the operation of the orders relating to the 
appointments of Town Inspectors have been received and are at present 
under my consideration. 

Crediting to the Government and not to the Cantonment Fund of 
' Income from felled Trees of “ A ” Class Land in Cantonments. 

■ 384. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) Is it a fact that since the 
classification of Cantonment land into "A ”, ” B ” and ” 0 ” classes 
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and the putting of “ A ” class land entirely in charge of the military 
officers the income from felled trees of “ A ” class land is credited to the 
Government and not to the Cantonment Fund ? 

(h) Is it a fact that “A" class land was in the charge of the 
Cantonment Authority before 1924, and is it true that all the trees standing 
thereon were planted and nourished at the expense of the Cantonment 
Fund ? 

(c) "Will the Government stale the grounds for appropriating to itself 
the ' receipts ’ from the trees planted by the Cantonment Authority ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the All-India Cantonments Association has taken 
strong objection to this diversion of Cantonment Fund I'cceipts to the 
Government by executive instructions 1 

(e) Do the Government propose to reconsider the matter and direct 
that the receipts from trees standing on “A ” Class land be as before 
credited to the Cantonment Fund ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

(b) Before 1924, all Government lands in Cantonments, except those 
in actual military occupation, were managed by the Cantonment 
Authority as the representative of the Secretary of State for India. 
Eeceipts and expenditure connected with these lands, including the 
planting and tending of trees thereon, passed through the accounts of the 
Cantonment Fund, but the Fund itself vested in Ilis Majesty and the 
Cantonment Authority was not the owner of any iiroperty. 

(c) The ownership of trees follows the ownership of the land on which 
they stand. Unless the land on which the trees stand is transferred to the 
Cantonment Authorit 5 ^ under section 108 of the Cantonments Act, 1924, 
the trees do not vest in or belong to that authority. 

(d) The Association has made a protest. 

(e) The answer is in the negative, for the reasons stated above. 

Election op the Yice-Pbesident, Cantonment Boaed, Abbottabad. 

385. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) Is it a fact that though the 
Cantonment Board, Abbottabad, was constituted in the beginning of the 
current year, yet no Vice-President has been elected in that Board so 
far ? 

(b) Are Government aware that under section 20 (2) of the Can¬ 
tonments Act it is obligatory for a Board to elect the Vice-President ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the All-India Cantonments Association drew the 
attention of the Northern Command to the matter in their letter No. 764-A., 
dated the 1st July 1928 ? 

(d) Will the Government state : 

(i) why the provisions of section 20 (2) were ignored so long in 
Abbottabad ; and • 

(«) when the election of the Vice-President can be expected to be 
held ? 

making enqniries and will let the Honourable 

oer know the result 
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Establishment of an Elected Cantonment Board in Chakrata. 

S86. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) Is it a fact that Chakrata had 
a civil population of 3,140 according to the last Government Census Report 
and the present population is about 4.000 ? 

(h) Is it a fact that under section 14 of the Cantonments Act, it is 
tlie-right of every Cantonment outside the North-West Frontier Province, 
having a civil population of 2,500 or over to have an elected Board there ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Chakrata, though entitled to an elected Board 
under the Act, is still administered by a Corporation Sole ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the All-India Cantonments Association protested 
against the constitution of a “ Corporation Sole " in Chakrata but that the 

- Arm}’' Department refused to change the constitution ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons that have led the 
Government to establish a ‘ ‘ Corporation Sole ’ ’ in Chakrata in spite of its 
having a civil population of more tlian 2,500 ? 

(/) Are Government aw'are that the people of Chakrata greatly re¬ 
sent their being depi'ived of their civic rights, and have many grievances 
due to their having no voice in the administration ^ 

Mr. G. M. Young : ’(u) The last Government Census Report shows the 
permanent population of the Chakrata Cantonment as 1,459, and the 
temporary population during the hot weather as 3,661. These figures 
apparently include both the civil and the military population. Govern¬ 
ment have no information as regards the present population, but the 
civil population during the cold weather is very small. 

(6) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to section 11 of 
the Act. The discretion to constitute or not to constitute a Cantonment 
Board in any Cantonment rests with the Governor General in Council 
irrespective of the size of the civil population. Section 14 merely 
regulates the composition of a Cantonment Board if it has been decided 
to establish one. 

(t>) The Chakrata Cantonment is administered by a “ Corportation 
Sole.” It is not entitled to an elected board under the Act. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The Cantonment has a floating civil population from April to 
October and for the rest of the year the bazaar remains practically closed. 
Government; do not consider that in these circumstances the Cantonment 
■would be suitably administered by a Board. 

(/) The answer is in the negative. 

Town Insfectors of Post Offices. 

387. Kumar Ganganand Sinha : (a) Has the attention of the Gov¬ 
ernment been drawn to the issues of : 

(i) the Bengalee, dated the 29th May, 1928, under the heading 

“ Postal Town Inspectors ” j 

(ii) the Englishman, dated the 30th May, 1928, under the heading 

“ Postal Town Inspectors in Calcutta and 
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(w) the. Forward:, dated the 10th June 1928, under the heading 
“ Vagaries of the Postal Department ” ? 

(&) If so, "what steps have been taken ? 

Number of Town Inspectors of Post Offices in the Punjab and North 

West Frontier Circle, etc. 

1388. Kumar Ganganand Sinha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the total number of postal Town Inspectors atlaclicd to the First 
Class Head Post Offices in the Punjab and North West Frontier Circle 
and how many* of them have been removed from their substantive appoint¬ 
ments of Town Inspectors, after 1st September, 1927 1 

(1) What is the total number of tlie postal Town, Inspectors in the . 
Bengal and Assam Circle First Class Head Post Offices and bow many 
of them have been removed from their substantive appointments of 
Town Inspectors after the 1st September 1927 ? -r 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters ; J propose to answer questions 
Nos. 387 and 388 together. Government have seen some but not all of 
the papers mentioned bj’’ the Honourable Member. Representations from 
Town Tnsiiectors, Service Associations and others regarding the operation 
of the orders relating to the appointments of Town Inspectors have been 
received and are at present under my consideration. 

Promotions to Selection Grade Appointments in the Post Office and 

THE Railway SLvil Service. 

389. Kumar Ganganand Sinha : (a) Is it a fact that promotion, in 
future, to a post in the lowest selection grade in the Post Office and 
R. M. S. will not be allowed unless the candidate exhibits the requi-site 
qualification necessary for the post by passing the departmental test ? 

(h) If so, have the equal number of text books been prescribed for 
all the candidates who -^vill have to get promotion after passing the 
departmental test 1 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (a) Yes. 

(&) The text books are the same, except as regards the Post Office 
Manual of which parts of two volumes have been prescribed for postal 
candidates and part of one for Railway Mail Service candidates-Trthese 
covering the duties of the two branches. 

Adoption of a Uniform System of Examination for Candidates for 

THE Examination for Promotion to the Lowest Selection Grade 

Posts in the Post Office and Railw^ay Mail Service. 

390. Kumar Ganganand Sinha : (a) Is it a. fact that— 

(i) the text books prescribed for the examination for the posts of 
postal Superintendents are the same for all candidates for 
such posts ; 

(it) the text books prescribed for the examination for promotion 
to the post of an Inspector in the Muffasil or Superintendents’ 
head clerks in the Post Offices were also the same for all 
candidates who were allowed to sit for the examination ? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 387. 
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(6) If SO, what steps have been taken to adopt a uniform system of 
examination for all candidates who wiR be allowed to sit for the examina¬ 
tion for promotion to the lowest selection grade posts in the Post Offices 
and the R. M. S. ? 

Mr, P. G. Rogers : (a) (i). Yes. 

(ii) The examination was conducted by Heads of Postal Circles, each 
of whom prescribed his own syllabus, and it is probable that the text books 
were not exactly the same in each Circle. 

(b) The Honoui'able Member's attention is invited to Director- 
General’s Circular Ho. 10. dated the 24th May 1928, which contains the 
conditions and syllabus of the examination. A copy will be supplied 
to the Honourable Member, 

Grant or Passage Concessions to Members op the Non-Superior Services 
WHO are of Non-Asiatic Domicile. 

391. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the Govern¬ 
ment of India have had under consideration for the past few years the 
question of granting passage concessions to members of the non-superior 
services who are of non-Asiatic domicile ? 

(&) If so, when do the Government propose to issue orders ? 

(o) Is it a fact that similar conce.ssions have been granted to members 
of the non-superior services in Army Headquarters ? 

(cJ) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the reasons for the delay in the extension of the same con- 
ee.ssions to members of the civil departments ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (o) Yes, in the case of officers serv¬ 
ing under the Central Government. 

(6) Orders will issue as soon as possible. 

(c) Yes, in the ease of one class, viz., ex-military clerks. 

(d) The delay is due to the larger number of persons involved and to 
the great variety in the nature and terms of their employment. 

Promotion of a Second Division Clerk op the Wireless Branch to the 

Pirst Division. 

392i Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : WiU the Honourable Member in 
charge of the Industries and Labour Department be pleased to state : 

(i) whether a second division clerk of the Wireless Branch has been 

promoted to the first division from 1st Januar 3 ’‘, 1928 ; 

(ii) whether the clerk was promoted on the distinct understanding 

that he will he transferred from the Wireless Branch, Simla, 
to the D. G. P. and T.'s Office, DelM, and will take up 
purely first division work ; 

(in) whether the clei'k is still retained in the Wireless Branch and 
is given facilities for doing purely routine work in the 
branch ; 
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(if) v’liy he has not yet lieoii transferred to Delhi in nceordunee vith 
the orders passed hy the Dslahlishinonl Officer of tlic Depnrt- 
ment ? 

The HonoiU'able Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (i) Yes. 

(ii) Tcs. 

(j!?) He is retained in tlic Wireless Branch, but is employed as a 1st 
Division reserve clerk. 

(jf) T1 k‘ matter is .still nnder consideration pendin}' final orders on 
the report of the Special Officer on the Director-General’s office. 

SUPEBSESSION or CERTAIN ClERKS OF THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR Gr.SERAI. 

OF Posts and Tei.egrai'bs. 

393. Mi\ Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Is it a fact fliat on the occa¬ 
sion. of a sectional arrangement, a junior non-matric clerk in one of the 
branches of D. G. P. & T.’s Office, Simla, vas alhnvcd, nnder D. G.’s Memo. 
No. Staff-A.-0228j28, dated 3rd -July 1928. to suiicr.^ede his senior clerks 
(including one graduate and passed P. O. Superintendcnt.ship). If the 
reply to the nliove is in the affirmative, Avjll Government ho plca'-ed to 
state : 

(i) whether the superseded senior clerks have ever ofiieiated in the 

grade of Branch Superintendent (^meviously Head Assistant), 
if so why tliey have now been refused for the post ; 

(ii) whether any representation or appeal from the alYeeted clerks 

has since been received. If so, wlmt action have Government 
taken or propose to take in the matter ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (f) Yes ; the vacancy was however a temporary 
one of shoi’t duration and the arrangement made to fill it was that which 
would least upset the work of the Branch as a whole, without reference 
to seniority or other qualifications. 

[ii) Yes, one of the clerks appealed to the Diroctor-Gonernl and to 
Government. His appeals were re.jeetcd. 

Reduction of Rents of Government Official Residences in Simla. 

394. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (o) Will tlie Government be pleased 
to explain the eireumstanees under which all the rents of Govorninent 
official residences in Simla have been reduced ? Will Government he 
pleased to state whether it is true that refunds have been given to tenants 
for excess rents paid in Simla and state the full amount of refunds so paid 
as well as the largest sum paid to an indiA-idual ? 

(i) \Yill Government he pleased to state how many house.s of A, B 
and C Glass exist and how their rents and allotment are decided 1 

(c) Will Government he pleased to state the actual cost to Govern¬ 
ment of the houses now occupied hy the Members of the Executive 
Council, the rents paid for them, the cost of annual repairs for tlic last 
three years, and the returns to Government on the capital outlay ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : {a) The Secretary of State 
or ndia sanctioned in August 1927 certain new rules (45, 45A and 45B) 
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to take the place of tke old Fundamental Eule 45, in order to give effect to 
the recommendations of the Eoyal Commission on the Superior Services 
in regard to house rent. Of these new rules, Fundamental Eule 45-A 
applies, inter alia, to all officers serving directly under the Government 
of India in Simla. The rents of Government residences in Simla have 
been re-assessed according to that rule with effect from the 1st April, 
.1924, and refunds have been given to the tenants accordingly. The 
total amount of refunds of rent up to date in respect-of officers’ houses 
is Es. 1,65,461 and the largest amount refunded to an individual was 
Es. 3,964. 

(h) There are 7 “ A ” class houses, 

8 “ B ” class houses, 
and 8 “ C ” class houses. 

Their rents are assessed in accordance with the rule referred to in first por¬ 
tion of this question ; the allotments are made according to the rules pre¬ 
scribed for the purpose. 

Es. 

(c) (i) The book value of the houses (excluding the 
value of the sites) occupied by the ordi¬ 
nary Members of the Executive Council is 6,62,834 
(n) The rents paid for them per year amount to 33,000 
(in) The cost of annual repairs for the past three 

years is .. .. .. 47,178 

or 

15,726 

on an average per year. 

(iv) The return to Government was therefore on 

the average .. .. ., 17,274 

Rents oe Goveenment Oeeioial Residences in Simla, 

396. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (i) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is true that officials drawing Es. 4,000 to Es. 5,000 are residing 
in furnished houses possessing tennis courts, kept in order at Govern¬ 
ment expense, and free of house and ground taxes for which they pay 
rents ranging from Es. 1,150 to Es. 1,430 per season of seven months ? 

(ii) Is it a fact that an official drawing over Es. 4,000 per mensem is 
living in a Government house at a rent of under Es. 770 for the Simla 
season ? 

(in) Is it a fact that a number of well paid officers are residing in 
furaished houses at rates considerably below those which some of their 
subordinates have to pay for inferior unfurnished houses ? 

(iv) Do Government intend to review the position which has been 
created by their recent action and to institute a more equitable state of 
affairs ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (i) In Class A bouses which 
are intended for officers drawing Es. 4,000 a month or over, the inclusive 
rents for furnished accommodation lie between Es. 1,152 and Es. 1,395 with 
the exception of one bouse which is rented at Es. 1,429 without furniture. 

(ii) Yes ; the house is unfurnished. 
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(i'l'i.) The oiieration of the rules governing house rent has resulted in 
the rents for certain houses in lover classes being higher than the rents for 
certain houses of a superior class. 

(iv) Government will examine the question. 

Pebutatiois oe the Chieb Goeteoelee oe Stoees, Ieeiah Stoees Deeaet- 

ment, to Ceylon. 

396, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the permanent 
Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores Department, has gone on depu¬ 
tation to Ceylon for nine months only ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the acting Chief Controller of Stores, Indian 
. Stores Department, has ordered 'that no members of the ministerial estab¬ 
lishment should be allowed to go on deputation for any period less than 
eighteen months ? 

(c) What are the reasons for the diSerential treatment ? 

(d) Is it that officers can be more easily replaced than members of 
the ministerial establishment ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(&) No sucb orders have been issued by the Chief Controller of Stores, 
(c) and (d). Do not therefore arise. 

Discontent among the Members oe the Staff of the Indian Stores 

Department. 

397. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that many members of 
the staff of the Indian Stores Department apply for posts elsewhere ? 

(b) Is it a fact too that many of the men to whom offers are made 
b 3 ’' the Indian Stores Department decline to take them up ? 

(c) Is there not a general discontent in the Indian Stores Depart¬ 
ment in this matter ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) There has been a number 
of instances in which the staff of the Indian Stores Department have ap¬ 
plied for posts elsewhere to better their prospects. 

(h ) There have been a few such cases. 

(c) I am not aware of anj’^ general discontent among the staff of the 
Indian Stores Department. 

Becruitment op Stenographers to the Government of India Secretariat 

AND Attached Offices. 

398. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that— 

G) the old Staff Solcotiou Board and the present Bnhlie Service 
Commission hold different speed tests for recruitment of 
stenographers to the Government of India offices, but do not 
base their nominations to the Secretariat and to the attached 
offices on the result of such tests ? 
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(»t) ther'e are as a result of tbis (a) nien who have been exempfefl 
and (&) men who have passed only the 80 words speed test in 
the Secretariat, while there are men with higher speed test 
qualifications in attached offices ? 

(m) the results of a speed test or tests are not aloh'e sufficient fbi* 
the selection of stenographers, but that tests of ability to 
draft and summarise are also required ? 

{iv) men who were' already in the employ of tlie ’Gr0^h3rnmeht bf 
India at the time of4he appointment of the late Staffi Selec¬ 
tion Board were not required to pass any test even as perma¬ 
nent men in attached offices were not required to do so ? 

(v) that the qualifications required by thfe Go't’^ernmeht of India of 
stenographers of their Secretariat and attached offices are 
one and the same ? 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (i) At the last examination for 
stenographers, held by the late Stalf Selection Board in 1924, candidates - 
were required to qualify in stenography at speeds of 100 and 140 words 
per minute. No examination for stenographers has so far been held by the 
Public Service Commission. The names* of candidates who qualify as 
stenographers in open competition are placed on a waiting list according to 
the ntai-ks obtained by them in the written test and they are nominated for 
vacancies in the Secretariat and in the attached offices as they occur, in the 
order in which their names appear on the list. 

(m) Yes. 

(Hi) In addition to the technical test, candidates for the post of 
stenographer are required to qualify in a written examination consisting of 
papers in English, precis writing and drafting. 

(iv) Yes. 

(v) The initial qualifications are the same. 

Proportion of Stenographers to Officers in Attached Offices 
OF THE Government of India. 

399 Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is'it a fact that the ™Jer of 
stenographers to officers is less in attached offices than m the Secretariats ? 

(h) Is it also a fact that officers in attached offices have fo ^ lot 
of tonring which most of the officers in the Secretariat have not to do 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) The number of stenographers is 
suggest. 

frequent tours ; others t in different Departments ; but 

in the Secretariat tbe Position is difteient ® . Secretariat 

generally speaking tbe amount of tonrmg tha. othcei. m 

are required to do is small. 
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Ikorement ok a Stenographer in the Foreign and Politioal Department. 

400. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : («) Is it a fact tliat in the Foreign and 
Political Department a Deputy Secretary noted on his stenographer’s 
case for increment that he had not seen liim for more tlian three months, 
and so could not make a recommendation ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the recommendation for that stenographer was 
made by the Assistant Secretary of that Department, and that on such 
recommendation the increment was sanctioned 7 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) and (h). The answer is in the negative. 


MESSAGE PKOM TUE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : The following Message has been receiv¬ 
ed from the Secretary of the Council of State : 

“ I am directed to inform you that tho Council have at their meeting held on tho 
17th September, I02S, agreed without any amendment to the Bill to amend the Ilindn 
law relating to exclusion from inheritanco of certain classes of licirs and to remove cer¬ 
tain doubts, which was passed by the XiCgislative Assembly on the 22nd March, 1028.” 


KESOLUTION FF EDUCATION OF GIELS AND WOhlEN IN THE 
TERRITORIES ADMINISTERED BY THE CENTRAL GOVERN¬ 
MENT. 

Mr. President: The House will now resume further discussion of the 
following Resolution moved by the Revd. J. C. Chatterjee on the 11th Sep¬ 
tember, 1928 : 

” This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that ho bo pleased 
to sanction a substantial grant, capital aa well as_ recurring, for the furtlmrance of 
girls' education in the centrally administered territories, and that as a first stop towards 
this, a well-staffed and up-to-date eollcge be established for tho training of women 
teachers. 

This Assembly further recommends that a competent Committee, including promi¬ 
nent women, be appointed to go into the subject and to make a report.” 

Manlvi Muhammad Yakub (Roliilkhund and Kumaon Divi.sions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, the subject matter of this Resolution is so self- 
evident that it does not require very ingenious arguments or long .speeches 
to convince the Government of India of tlie necessity of spending more 
money on female education than they have been doing up to this time. On 
the first day when this Resolution was being discussed, it was .sbomi to the 
satisfaction of the House that the Government of India is not spending as 
much money on the education of girls, in territories directly mider their 
administration, as the Provincial Governments are doing in the provinces, 
and, although education is now a transferred subject, in the territories 
centrally administered, the Government of India is as much responsible 
for the efficiency of education as it is responsible for the efficiency of the 
Ar my in India. It has been shown the other da.v that the number of 
female scholars and the number of girls’ schools in these territories is 
hopelessly small and stands in need of an impetus as soon a^ possible. 

Sir, this Resolution makes very moderate and sensible demands. The 
first demand or recommendation contained in it is for the establishment of 
a first-class training college for female teachers at Delhi. We know very 
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well, Sir, that the chief difficulty in the way of female education in India 
is the want of trained female teachers. The number of girls’ schools can¬ 
not be increased because we do not get trained female teachers. Also many 
of the existing girls' institutions are suffering for want of a sufficient num¬ 
ber of teachers. The want of trained teachers is not felt for girls’ schools - 
only ; such lady teachers are especially needed by a large section of Mus¬ 
sulmans who still hesitate in sending their girls even to girls’ schools. 
Therefore, we hope that the Government of India will take early steps to 
provide the money for training female teachers as soon as possible. 

The other recommendation made in the Besolution is that a Com¬ 
mittee of eminent men and women be appointed to go into the whole sub¬ 
ject and make a report. Sir, the Government of India has recently been 
appointing a large number of Committees and Commissions, and it is 
indeed a pity that the attention of the Government of India has not yet 
been directed towards female education and that no committee has yet 
been appointed to go thoroughly into this very difficult and intricate 
.subject. We have not yet got a suitable curriculum and course of studies 
for female education, and there are so many other subjects which greatly 
stand in need of being investigated. We therefore hope that no further 
delay will be made in meeting the request made in this Resolution, and that 
a Committee, as suggested by the Besolution, will soon be appointed by Gov¬ 
ernment. I am afraid my Honourable friend, the holder of the portfolio 
of Education in this House, wiU say that the whole question of education 
in Delhi is under discussion and that the Government of India cannot give 
any undertaking until the report of the Delhi University Inquiry Com¬ 
mittee is out. But, Sir, I hope that this very important question of female 
education will not be delayed until the report of that Committee is out. _ I 
do not know if the question of female education in the centrally ^minis¬ 
tered territories has been referred to that Committee, but if it has not 
been, there is no reason why Governnmnt should not at 
undertaking that they will appoint a Committee to go into this question 
Sso tie question of ihc establishment of a 

female teachers should not be delayed any more. I think that this qu^ 

rihe fdic‘^tTn"o?‘£rls' ferf ,Lsti„n’'of flnanee shonld not 
come in the way of early steps being taken. . 

With these words, Sir, I lend my whole-hearted support to the Keso- 

’“‘“Ldar Gnlah Singh (West Pvmjab :Jhh) ■ Sh-j^^toVrTngil 
the Eesolntion of ™ myVnoni-able friend the Eeverend 

oSJeS, aS to -VO the following 

i.t .i„.««.to 

;r:Be:rtira;ptdsdoes^^^^^^^^ 

for normal schools to j“L?lSols I make these amend- 

meitiS,‘t°o‘SS SSr SerSi?: I -PPO^ the Besolution as 


as 
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it stands. The subject of female education, Sir, is an extremely important 
one. 


Mr. President : No on6 has questioned that. 

Sardar Gulab Singh : It has been fully discussed, Sir, by the Honour¬ 
able Mover. When I first moved this Resolution on the first non-oifieial 
day in the first Assembly in 1921, Sir Henry Sharp, then in charge of the 
JSducation portfolio, admitted it to be an important Resolution and called 
it pious and engaging and also expressed full sympathy, heart}' .sympathy, 
oh behalf of the Government vith the Resolution ; but so far no action has 
been taken in this matter. I say, Sir, it is a .subject that is not receiving 
the attention -which it deserves and necessary steps ai*e not being taken to 
improve tlie deplorable state of female education, especially in the centrally 
administered territoiues under the dii’ect charge of an Kxeentive Councillor 
of the Government of India, -who .should make the minor administration a 
model for other provinces. The literacy of females, Sir, in India is of 
course about 1 per cent., but in the centrally admini.stered territory it is 
far far lo-wer. The expenditure. Sir, even in the advanced adininistration.s, 
say, Delhi and Ajmer-Mervara, on female education, is about one-fifth of 
the expenditure on male education in these provinces. I am of opinion 
that the expenditure on female education should he greater at present ; in 
case the Government do not agree to give a special grant, of cour.se we can 
then increase the grant already given for education of females. The experi¬ 
ence, Sir, in other provinces shows that nximhers of girl scholars are freely 
forthcoming when the number of .schools is increased. Even strict purdah 
girls attend schools when tlie schools are near and can be approached. It 
is the lack of schools that has hindered the daughters of India to adorn 
themselves with the invaluable jewel ; therefore it is desirable that educa¬ 
tion .should he free and a number of scliolanships .sliould be provided and 
liberal grants-in-aid given to private schools to stimulate female education. 
If we compare, Sij.-, even the literacy of females in tAvo important citie.s, 
Lahore and Dellii, Ave find that the former is double that of the latter. To 
improA^e the state of female edxication, Sir, in the said territories funds are 
badly needed, and GoA^ernment .sboxxld make liberal grants, capital as Avell 
as recurring. It only needs more financial help than it gets noAv. Separate 
minor administrations cannot afford to have training schools of their OAvn. 
So it is incumbent upon the GoA'ernraent to make special grants for such 
institutions. Of eoux’se, Sir, the right step to talxe up first is that a well- 
stalfcd and up-to-date college and normal schools should be established for 
the training of Indian Avomen as efficient teachers. The need of trained 
teaeliens, Sir. is keenly felt all round, and the dearth of such teaehex's stands 
in the Avay of enlarging the nximber of schools. There are onl}^ a feAv train¬ 
ing schools. Sir, with a small number of scholars in the said territories whieli 
cannot possibly supply trained teachers to all territories directly under the 
Central GoA’^ernment, haAung a female population of 18 lakhs. With the 
establishment of sueli institutions alone we can have cheap and coxnpetent 
Indian women teachers who will be able to work in rural areas and Avill be 
popular -with Indian children. Sir Henry Shai’p, dxiring the debate on ju}- 
Resolution referred to, remarked that : 

“ there is no branch of education of girls Avhich is so important as the training of 
Indian women as efficient teacher's ill the girls’ schools .and colleges.” 
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To solve this difficult problem, Sir, properly, the authorities should appoint 
a competent Committee including prominent women, to make a report on 
the subject. Sometime back, Sir, we read in the papers that cei’tain 
measures were being proposed to found a University for women ; but it 
all remained a mere talk. If the Government are really anxious to uplift 
India materially, the best and the fastest way to do so is by female educa¬ 
tion. By educating a girl. Sir, we educate the whole family, and it has been' 
triily said. Sir, that “ the hand that rocks the cradle rules the world ”. 
(Applause.) So, I move my amendments. Sir, as already stated. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara : General) : Sir, I rise 
to support the Resolution moved by my Honourable friend Revd. Chatterjee. 
The education of girls is no less important than the education of boys, but 
in certain areas, considering the condition of things there, I think it is com¬ 
paratively more important. A college for the education of girls with a 
suitable curriculum is a very desirable one and one such college should be 
established in a central place. But what is of far greater importance is 
that schools for training women teachers should be established in each of 
the areas under the direct administration of the Government of India. 

My province of Ajmer-Merwara is under the direct administration of 
the Government of India, and we have therefore to look to this Government 
for the necessary educational facilities. 

We are a small province and, according to the last census report of 
1921, though in point of literacy, we were in the forefront amongst the 
provinces of India, in the matter of girls ’ education we are very much back¬ 
ward ; and were it not for the interest taken by non-Government agencies, 
by private bodies and individuals in the matter of female education, we 
should have been nowhere. There is only one Government school for 
secondary education in the whole of the province agajnst nine private ones ; 
only six Government primary schools against 15 non-Government ones ; 
and there is not one Government training school for women teachers, though 
there is one such private institution at Ajmer. Thus, there are altogether 
only seven Government schools for primar 5 ^ and secondary education in 
the whole of the province against 25 non-Government ones. As for the 
number of girl pupils, out of 56,935 girls of school-going age in my pro¬ 
vince, only 2,033 are at present receiving education ; that is to say, 3.5 per 
cent. And if we take the entire women population of the province, 2,25,705, 
only .9 per cent, receive education, that is to say, not even 1 per cent. This 
deplorably low percentage is due to the neglect of girls’ education on the 
part of Government. If we exclude the girls receiving education in non- 
Government institutions, we find that only 228 girls in the whole of the- 
province are receiving education in Government institutions, that is to say,. 
only .4 per cent, of girls of school-going age of my province. 

If we consider the Govei-nment expenditure on education, we find that 
on secondary and primary education for girls Government spends only 
Rs. 20,608 per annum, against Rs. 74,687 spent by private individuals and 
institutions. Compared with the expenditure on boj's’ education, which 
in itself is very small in my province, this comes to only 9 per cent, of that 
on boys’ education. Taking the entire population of Ajmer-Merwara, we 
find that Government spends only 8 pies per head on girls’ education. 

I would therefore earnestly invite .the attention of Government to this 
state of affairs and request that an earnest effort Should be made to put a 
stop to this deplorable condition of things. Government should establish 
L134LA 0 
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secondary schools in all the towns of Ajinor-Merwara, and there arc only 
five towns in my province. The first necessity, however, in my province i.s 
an up-to-date suitable training school for women teachers. Sir, Ajmer- 
Merwara is cut off from the rest of British India. The nearest British pro¬ 
vince to Ajmer-Merwara is more than 200 miles away from it. Considering 
-this and the difference in language, manners, customs and conditions of 
society generally, it is not very easy to send young women far away frtnn 
the i>rovince to receive education and be trained as women tcacher.s. If 
good suitable school for training women teachers is established in Ajmer- 
Merwara, the surrounding States of Ra.ii)Utana will also be able to send 
women to be trained as teachers and will gladly contribute towards the muiu- 
tenance of sueh an institution. This would be a great financial support 
to Government. 

I would therefore urge and hope and trust that the present Chief Com¬ 
missioner of Ajmer-Merwara, who i.s greatly interested in girls’ education, 
will lose no time in establishing a good up-to-date training school at Ajmer 
and secondary schools in all the towns of Ajmer-Merwara. and good j)rimary 
schools in the more important of the villages, and we trust Government will 
find funds for this purpose. 

t Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullundur Division : Non^Inhammadan) : I rise 
to i)ropose the amendment that stands in my name, and which run.s as fol¬ 
lows : 

“ That for the words 'be established for the, traiiiing of woiiiea teaciier.s' the 
words ‘ with departments for Arts, Seioneo and training of te.nehcrs bo cstablisliod ' be 
substituted. ’' 

The object of this amendment is to draw the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment of India to the importance of jiroviding facilities for the liigher educa¬ 
tion of girls in the centrally-administered areas. 

Sir, the training of teachers cannot be carried on with much profit 
unless there is a sufScient number of highly educated girls wlio can be 
trained as teachers for high schools, middle schools and primary schools. 
If it were only intended to provide teachers for primary schools, perhaiJS 
the Resolution as originally moved might be good, but it is not intended to 
confine the activities of education only to primary schools. It is absolutely 
necessary that adequate provision should be made for the liigher education 
of girls by means of high schools and colleges, and therefore the Rc.solution 
is not complete without this amendment which I beg to move, 'rhe amend¬ 
ment is in no way incoiusistent with the original Resolution. It only add.s 
to it and provides that unless a first rate, up-to-date college for the teaching 
of A\’ts and Science is added, the motion would be incomplete. 

I do not want to take the time of the IIousc in dilating on the import¬ 
ance of female education. That is a matter which is generally accepted on 
all sides, but I wish to point out to the Government of India that they can¬ 
not shirk their responsibility in the matter o£ education by saying* that 
education in the provinces is a transferred subject. However, that will not 
be strictly relevant to this debate, and I therefore refrain from enlarging 
on it. I do not admit that there is anything in the Devolution Rules which 
make it impossible for the Government of India to make grants for general 
education in the provinces too. It is a real matter of great disappointment 
that in a big city like Delhi, which is of historical impoidance and 
second to none in the world, except perhaps Rome, that there should not 
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be a single college for the education of girls which is properly fitted and 
equipped, and that provision for,edueation in Delhi should be so inadequate 
and incomplete as it is at the present moment. Delhi is the capital of the 
British Indian Empire, and as such Delhi should give a moral lead-to the 
other provinces in the matter of education of girls, and also in the matter, 
of general education. In Delhi there is the only college for the medical 
training of women in Northern India, and that also makes it necessaiy that 
there should be a first grade college provided for the teaching of Arts and 
Science to which girls, not only from Delhi could attend, but also from 
other areas adjacent to Delhi. In Lahore, which is of less importance than 
Delhi, there are three colleges which eater for girls' education. One is a 
Government and the other two are missionary colleges. They have a very 
large number of girls on their rolls, and the girls who are being educated 
there pay very fair tuition fees. Therefore it cannot be said any longer 
that people do not eare for the education of their girls, provided provision 
is made which is safe and adequate. Sectarian schools and colleges for 
the education of girls are not generally approved of by the public. They 
have some kind of suspicion of sectarian schools. Therefore, what is needed 
are up-to-date colleges. Government colleges, for the higher education of 
girls. I know that there is an intermediate college in Delhi called the 
Indraprastha College. I had a conversation very recently with the 
manager of that college, and he told me that a large number of applications 
are rejected every year for want of space. It is an aided institution. That 
also shows that there is real need for such a college in Delhi, but there is 
no provision for it and the existing arrangements are not adequate. 


I therefore hope that the Government of India, both for the purpose 
of providing for the education of girls in centrally administered areas and 
also for giving a moral lead, will establish a well equipped and first rate 
college in Delhi for the education of girls. It is necessar5»^ that such colleges 
should be established, because teachers cannot be trained unless they have 
been properly educated. Therefore, first for the purpose of making ade¬ 
quate provision for teachers such colleges are necessary, and I hope Gov¬ 
ernment will take the earliest opportunity of making provision for such a 
college in Delhi, both for the purpose of providing for the education of girls 
In centrally administered districts and for giving a moral lead to other 
provinces. I think it is the moral duty of Government to do so, if Govern¬ 
ment are serious in their profession of interest -which they take in the matter 
of women’s uplift in this country. It is absolutely necessary that this 
matter should not be neglected any more. In fact without making any 
reflection on the Delhi University, I should have thought that Government 
should have considered it more important and necessary to make adequate 
provision for the higher education of girls than establishing a Umversity at 
Delhi for boys and men. Delhi, being the capital of the British Indian 
Empire, ought to have a first-class University providing for the education 
both of males and females in all the departments of human knowledge, and 
that should be the first charge upon the revenues of the_ Gowrnment ot 
India. Considering the importance of education and the importance of the 
education of girls, I have reason to believe, Sir, that the Government is 
not unsympathetic towards this proposal, and therefore I do not wan lo 
. take lip the time of the House by dilating on this point at any length, l 
hope the Government will take early steps and will not do anj t nng to P - ' 
pone the consideration of this subject any longer. That is all I ^ y> 

Sir. and I move my amendment and give my support to the Resolution. . 

L134LA 
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Mr. C. DHraiswamy Aiyaiigar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor r 
Non-MTihammadan Rural) : Sir, I rise to support the Resolution, but in 
the first instance I wish to express my alarm at the remarks passed by 
my friend, Lala Lajpat Rai. hly friend Lala Lajpat Rai says that the 
Central Government must give a lead to the Provincial Governments in 
matters like these. I have been glad that Provincial Governments 
have never looked to the Central Goi'ernment for a lead in these matters. If 
they had taken this lead, educational advancement would have been in 
a worse condition than it is at present. Sir, I will be glad, therefore, if, 
until the Central Government begins to administer these departments 
thoroughly and satisfactorily, we do not call upon the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments to take auA’’ Irind of moral lead from the Central Government. It 
has also been said, Sir, that the area Avhieh the Central Government has 
to administer must present a model. Mj*- friend Sirdar Gulab Singh 
also expressed the same idea. 1 have often felt when the Budget came 
up for discussion on the floor of this House that the Central Government 
should be deprived altogether of the personal administration of even an 
inch of territory. The small portion of territory which has been en-, 
trusted for direct administration to the Central Government has involved 
that territory in a lot of difficulties and disadvantages. So far as the 
budget items are concerned, items proposing gx*ants for the judicial 
administration or for education or for sanitation or for medical, public 
health, agriculture, industry, connected with the territory’’ directly 
under the administration of the Government of India have all come under 
the guillotine and have never been discussed on the floor of this House. 
If they had a separate method of discussing these subjects, surely the 
meagreness of provision this House made year after year without the 
least discussion or without the least criticism on the part of this House or 
any other responsible body would have disappeared long ago from the 
Budget. Unfortunately, Sir, at the time of the Budget several important 
subjects are put first and even in these subjects certain rearrangements 
of order are made according to the political needs and desires of certain 
people, so much so all the allotted time is exhausted by the discussion of 
political subjects in some way or other, and we leave a large number of 
important subjects undiscussed on the floor of the House and a fortiori 
subjects which come at the tail end of the Budget are not included, not 
even attended to, and I would not have been surprised, if we had had a 
less efficient President, if he had even forgotten to put some of these 
items under the guillotine. Therefore. Sir, I have often thought that 
these are items which must receive very careful discussion and very 
careful consideration at some time or other, and it is with that view of the 
matter that I have 'always considered that this territory directly under 
tlie administration of the Government of India’ has often been at a dis¬ 
advantage. 

Sir, I may be mistaken but I understand my Honourable friend Lala 
Lajpat Rai’s amendment to mean that there will be no institution for 
the training of women teachers. As I understand the amendment, he 
wants the deletion of the words be established for the training of 
women teachers ” and the substitution in their stead of the words 
‘ with departments for Arts, Sciemte and training of teachers be 
estabhslied If these words are inserted into the original Resolution 
in substitution, the Resolution will read : 


that as a first step towards this, a A'-eil-staffed and np-todate college ivitlr 
departments for Arts, Science and training of teachers be established.' ’ 
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On tlie other hand, what has to be emphasised here is not the training in 
India of teachers bnt of Avomen teachers. The training of women teachers 
is absolutely necessary in order that further advance in female education 
may be made even in places where there may be prejudices to sending 
girls for education beyond a particular age. I have always found, Sir, 
in my practical experience as a President of Local Boards and Chairman 
of a municipality, that there has been a considerable difficulty in getting 
female teachers to teach the girls in girls’ schools ; so much so that I 
found several parents of these girls unwilling to send these girls to school 
for education after the 8th or 9th or at the most the 10th year. On the 
other hand, if a large supply of women teachers of advanced grade be 
supplied by colleges established in India for the training of women 
teachers, I have no doubt that the education of these girls would have 
gone on to a further age than that to AA’hich they have now taken their 
education. And in fact my friend Kai Sahib Harbilas Sarda would find 
•no difficulty in reforming marriages if female education had advanced 
in the manner in which it should have advanced if only the Government 
had been very particular about these matters. 

Sir, in provincial administrations it cannot be denied that at present 
the attention that is j)aid to giiis’ education is much more than that which 
is paid in the Central Government and I have explained the reasons for 
whicli the Central Government’s action in these matters has always 
gone unnoticed. I would even recommend by way of an amendment 
that the Central Government should not only attend to education in 
territories directly under their administration, but they should also 
contribute a large amount to Provincial Governments in order to have 
female education in a further advanced condition than it is at present 
in the provinces. Even there we find generally the provincial Budgets 
are for deficits even when they spend very little on the head of Education 
as they have to meet other expenses, and if such be the condition in 
respect of the Local Governments, it is but right that the Central Govern¬ 
ment should consider education as a most important subject and in that 
view of the matter. Sir, I Avould even put it before the Treasury Benches 
that they may see their Avay to improve education not only in the terri¬ 
tories directly under them but also make contributions to the provinces 
in order to ensure that female education is considerably advanced. We 
cannot at present count lady graduates even on one’s fingers’ ends in 
some of the provinces, and I do not see, Sir, how it will be possible for us 
to maintain institutions to adAmnce education for girls with the present 
number of female teachers. And I do consider that it is as essential to 
attend to girls’ education as it is to the increasing number of Avomen 
teachers well trained in colleges, well equipped in the marmer in which 
my friend Lala Lajpat Rai suggests. In fact the production of a larger 
number of women teachers ought to be considered to be the highest duty 
of the State both in the Central as well as the Provincial GoAmrnments. 

Sir, in this aubav of the matter, I would strongly urge that the Govern¬ 
ment should take prompt steps to see that education i*eeeives a larger grant. 
In the current Budget they have allowed only Rs. 3,24,000 under the head of 
education, under medical 8 lakhs, -public health stiU less, agriculture stiU 
less. If that is the Avay in which they are administering the territory 
directly under their management, I certainly do not think they Avill ever 
become a model to the proAunces.' On the other hand, it is the absolute 
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and primary duty of the Central Government to see, as friend observed, 
that they are taken as the model and in order to entitle them to that 
position I dare say the Government will pay more attention to education 
as well as to sanitation and industries under the Central Government. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince : Nominated Non-Offieial) : Sir, I should like to add just a few 
words in support of the Resolution, I come from a province, which is 
under the direct management of the Government of India, and we look 
to the Government of India for advancement in all matters, which are 
called transferred subjects in the major provinces. Education is one 
of those transferred subjects, and I thinl?: it is for the Government of 
India to set up a model of education for the guidance of the Provincial 
Governments. It is not only in education. Sir, but in all the other trans¬ 
ferred subjects that we see the backwardness of these minor administra¬ 
tions under the Government of India, as compared with the Provincial 
Governments. If, as is every now and then said, these .small provinces 
cannot bear the expenses of education, and other improvements all that 
I can say is that these administrations are not the creation of their own 
will. They have been created for some Imperial purpose and as long as 
they serve that Imperial purpose, I think they should not suffer on account 
of their isolation or smallness in matters which directly concern the 
comforts and happiness of the people of those provinces. The transferred 
subjects directly concern the comforts of the population, and education 
is the foremost of all. I do not know whether the education of the 
female is more e.ssential or the education of the male ! It is for the 
public to decide. Personally I .should think that both are equall.y im¬ 
portant and essential. I cannot make out whetlier it is the husband who 
ought to educate his wife and children, or whether it is the mother who 
should take charge of the education of the children. tVliether the one 
or the other there is no doubt that the education of the female and of the 
male should go hand in hand and on parallel lines. If we go on with the 
education of-the male, wdthout paying much attention to the education 
of the female, we will be making the males uncomfortable in their subse¬ 
quent life by not being able to find proper appointments for themselves, 
but we will be also making them uncomfortable in their home life, because 
they will not be able to find educated wives for themselves. That 
certainly is one eon.sideration which we should bear in mind. If we go 
on with the education of the male, we should not lag beliind in the 
education of the female, so that the home of the educated people may be 
happier. As regards the Government of India’s attention to education, 
I do not see any extraordinary activity on their part-in.that direction. 
We have been asking for grants for higher education for the male, and 
if my^ Honourable friend Lala Lajpat Rai "will only see the difficulties 
that lie in our way in getting help for the higher education of our males, 
I do not think he will be very much encouraged to ask for a full-fledged 
college for the higher education of the female. 

Lala Lajpat Rai ; Not in Peshawar. I am. asking for it in Delhi. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Let there be one central 
college for higher education for the female at the capital of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. I have no objection to that ! ! 
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Lala Lajpat Rai ; That is what I ivant. 

Nawab Sir SaMbzada Abdul Qaiyum : Because, if we do not really 
need, under the present circumstances, any very high education for the 
female .in their ordinary private life, we at least badly want female 
doctors for our society, and the higher medical education cannot be 
acquired without first giving higher education in sciences to the female. 
If not for anytliing else, at least for that purpose we want a well-equipped 
college in sciences at the seat of the Government of India ! 

With these words, Sir, I support the Resolution of my friend, the 
Revd. J. C. Chatterjee. 

Mr. H. G. Cocke (Bombay : European) : Sir, lest by silence it 
.should be thought that we, on these Benches, are not sympathetic to the 
cause of education in India, I desire to say that we are. Statistics show 
that considerably increasing sums have been spent on education in the 
last 20 years. But during that time we have had a Avar, and Ave have 
had the' reaction foUoAving the war, and it has not alwaj’s been possible 
to find as much money for education as Ave should all have liked. I 
belicA^e that in the next 20 years, if there is no war, we shall find this 
country very greatly advancing in education. It is very much wanted, 
and particularly, in the direction of women’s uplift, as my Honourable 
friend Lala Lajpat Rai has just described it ; it is most essential that this 
country should go foi'Avard. I think it is one of the good points about 
the transfer of the Central Government from Calcutta to Delhi that we 
have now, at the seat of the Government of India, a fine city with., ample 
space to establish colleges for the ti’aining of men and women, doctors 
and so on. Therefore I hope that this Resolution will be acceptable to 
Government and that far greater sums in future will be available for all. 
sorts of education than it has been possible to grant in the past, 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Representative) ; Sir, the Resolution and also 
some of the amendments that have been moA'ed will no doubt find general 
acceptance with the whole House. The question of girls’ education in 
centrally administered areas is surely a matter which ought 1o be one of 
serious copideration for this House. The Central Legislature is generally 
occupied in considering important questions of policy affecting the whole 
of British India. But, at the same time, there is a special responsibility 
on the Central Legislature to look after those areas which are knoAvn as 
centrally administered areas, as these provinces have got no other repre¬ 
sentative institutions in which their provincial grievances and difficulties 
can be propeidy ventilated and considered. It is a special responsibility 
AAhich i= peculiar to the Central Legislature, but unfortunately, it is 
not sufficiently attended to and realised. Although it is a matter of some 
reflection on this House, the fact is there. Therefore, whenever a ques¬ 
tion like the present one is raised by any person coming from these 
centrally administered areas, it generally evokes the sympathy of the whole 
House. 

This House is certainly glad that the question has been raised and an 
opportunity giA^en to this House to express its active sympathy for the 
educational advance whicli the centrally governed areas want to make. 
In connection with this certain facts which have been brought to our 
notice in that small but interesting speech which my Honourable friend, 
Mr, Sarda, has delivered, also deserve to be considered. I find from his 
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speech that whatever progress girls’ education has really made in that 
little province of his which he represents here with so much credit to 
himself and to this House also—whatever progress has been made in the 
matter of girls’ education—was mainly due to private enterprise and not 
to Government efiort. It is a matter 6f peculiar importance that since 
the advent of the reforms, in the provinces where reformed Governments 
hate come into existence, considerable progress in the matter of girls’ 
education has been made. The provinces where the subject of education 
is a transferred subject have made serious efforts to give an impetus to 
the cause of girls’ education. I wish to know from the Secretary to the 
Education Department, when he makes his speech, what efforts the Govern¬ 
ment of India have made since the beginning of the reforms to keep pace 
with the provinces in the matter of the progress of girls’ cdueation in 
centrally administered areas. If they are lagging behind, the centrally 
administered areas may legitimately say that they are being considered 
only as a charge for Imperial purposes and not for developing them, 
particularly in those subjects or departments which are known as trans¬ 
ferred STibjecfs, and the grievances of my Honourable friend. Nawab 
Sir Abdul Qaiyum, will have ample justification. So, that is a point on 
which the House would like to have some information from the Education 
Secretary. 

Out of the 2,000 girls of school-going age who are at present having 
education in the schools in Ajmer-Merwara, only 200 are having their 
education in Government schools. If that is the position, there is un¬ 
doubtedly great scope for the Central Government to develop girls’ educa¬ 
tion in that province. 

The second point which strikes me as being very peculiar is this. 
So far as the first part of the Resolution is concea-ned, I think there will 
be universal agreement in this House ; as regards the third part also there 
will be universal agreement here ; but as regards the second part of the 
Resolution in which the demand is being made for the establishraent of a 
well-staffed and up-to-date college for the training of women teachers, 
there are some points which have to be considered. In the first place, 
what are the centrally administered areas ? Is it one contiguous area ? 
No, There is the North-West Frontier Province, there is Ajmer-Merwara, 
there is the Delhi Province, there is Goorg which is removed from these 
three promnees by thousands of miles. There are, besides, cantonment 
areas and also Residencies not to mention penal settlements like the 
Andamans and Nicobars. All these are centrally administered areas, and 
so far as the scope of the Resolution goes, it is intended to develop female 
educaiion, primary and secondary, as far as possible. That appears to 
me to be the scope of the Resolution as it was originally moved by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Chatterjee. If that be so, one well-staffed college 
for training women teachers will certainly not do to eater to the needs 
of these scattered areas, and that is a point which I wish the Education 
Secretary to take note of. Training colleges or training schools for 
women u'ill have to be established in all these different areas. Otherwise 
yoh would not get women teachers who will be able to carry on the work 
of girls’ education in all these different areas Where probably different 
languages are being spoken and education will have to be given through 
the medium of different vernaculars. That particular point strikes me 
of great ihiportance and reference was made also to the same by my 
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Honourable friend, Mr. Sarda. Prom that point of viev, 1 think the 
Eesolution will have to be made a little more comprehensive. 

As regards the amendment which my leader. Lala Lajpat Kai^ has 
moved, ol course, everybody will be in sympathy with that amendment. 
But the point is this. There should be separate training colleges for 
women in all these centrally administered areas as far as possible, and 
besides that, there should be a well-staffed college of Arts and Science for 
tliose girls who will be in a position to take advantage of the higher 
education. The amendment seeks to have one college with faculties of 
Arts and Science in addition to the training of women. I would like to 
modifj' it to this extent, that so far as the training for woinen-teachers 
is cojit^erned, it is a matter which should be distinctly left alone for 
different areas, with a view to start schools, and separately considered ; 
the central college which he wishes to have established should concern 
itself with education in Arts and Science only. If that sort of arrange¬ 
ment is made, then this amendment as well as the original Resolution can 
be considered together, and I think thei'e shoiild be no difficulty for the 
Government of India to acceiit the Resolution in the modified form. They 
should not try to find fault with the amendment but consider the spirit 
of the amendment as well as of the Resolution that is moved, and in that 
spirit they should try to give effect to the Resolution as a whole. I hope 
that Govei'nment wRl accept the Resolution as weU as the amendment 
in the spirit in which they have been moved, especially seeing tliat tliey 
have expTessed their sjunpathy in the cause of women in <-his House, so 
often. I hope that there wiU be no reason for us to complain of lack of 
enthusiasm on the part of Government on translating their sympathies 
into action. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) ; Sir. in the matter 
of education the GoA'ernment of India have a special responsibility. 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Sir. Deputy President, Maulvi ISIuhammad Yaloih.) 

We consider the Government of India as superior to the, Pro\*incial 
Governments. Not only that, but the very constitution of the Goveim- 
nient of India shows that although the subject of education is a trans¬ 
ferred subject, the Government of India have not yet divested them- 
selve.s of their responsibility for education. They have a department 
called the Department of Education, Health and Lands, and in this phrase 
they have used the word “ Education ” at the very heginniug. It shows 
that the Government of India have still got responsibilitj* in the matter 
of education although that subject is a transferred subject. Not only 
-.^that, hut the Government of India have at their disposal a very highly 

officer for looking after education. Certainly that officer is not paid 
verjT'hifrhly in order that he should look after the small province of Delhi 
and other''central territories ; that officer is appointed because the Govern¬ 
ment of In^a have got a certain responsibility for the education of the 
whole country'. Sir. judging this matter from that point of view. I feel 
that the Government of India have not done their duty towards this 
snhjeet. Compared with the Government of India. I feel Local 

Governments have done something more, although I am not satisfied Avith 
what the Local Governments have done, and if the Local Governments are--^ 
judged in this matter, I should pass a vote of censure against them. B 
as compared to the Government of India, the Provincial 
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have clone more. Take the question of primary education. At leU'.r there 
are some Governments u’hieh have passed legislation for compulsory 
primary education, namely, the Government of Bombay and some other 
Governments also. There are also some Indian States which have intro¬ 
duced compulsory primary education. But the Government of India have 
not yet done anything. They are still thinking of_ introducing it in the 
Delhi city. As regards the other administered territories, I do not thinli 
they lave done anything. The same is the case as regards secondary 
educaiion. In the territories directly administered by the Government of 
India there are onty a few secondary schools, and, my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Sarda, has stated most of the effort is private effort. Again, as 
regards higher education, the same thing may be said, namely, lhat more 
facilities are necessary for higher education. I therefore think that the 
Government of India have not done their duty towards the subject of 
education, and when we consider the claims of the different classes of 
educaiion, such as, the education of boys and girls, the education of girls 
belonging to the higher classes, of girls belonging to the middle classes, 
and of girls belonging to the poorer classes, I feel that there also the 
GoA'ernment of India have failed in their duty. The Government of India 
call themselves the trustees of the people of this country, and especially of 
the m.'tsses, of the poor classes in this country. Sir, if we go into the ffgurcs 
of expenditure on primary education, secondary and higher education for 
boys and girls, we shall find that this Government of India js not a 
trustee. 

Mr. Deputy President; I would ask the Honourable Member to con¬ 
fine himself to the Resolution which relates to the centi'ally administered 
territories. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : That is exactly my point. I am now discussing- 
the education of the girls of the different classes in the central terri¬ 
tories, and my point is that the Goveiminent of India, while giving educa¬ 
tion to the people in the central territories, have not done justice to 
the poorer classes. The Government calls itself the trustees of the 
poorer classes and the masses, but if we consider its conduct as regards 
the giving of education to the boys and girls of the different classes, 
it has shown partially to the higher and the middle classes. 

Mr. Deputy President : The Resolution does not make anj^' difference 
between the education of the girls of the poorer classes and the higher 
ela.sses. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : We are now discussing the education of girls and 
my point is that the Government have been spending large sums (>n the 
education of the higher and middle classes and they have not spent sufficient 
money on the education of the poorer classes. Some time ago I asked for 
figures as to how much the Government of India spend on primary educa¬ 
tion, seeondar 3 ’' and higher education. I was told that the Government of 
India could not give figures because they could not separate primarj' schools 
and secondary schools. They could not give the figures because it is a 
fact that they are spending more money on higher and secondary educa¬ 
tion as compared with primary education. Thej’^ spend large sums of 
money on different universities. They give money to the Benares, Ilelhi 
and Aligarh Universities. I am not sure how much they^ spend on these 
universities. If the resources of the Government are unlimited, I would 
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uot object to the Government of India spending money on these nniversities. 

I should even suggest that they should double the grants now given. But 
if the resources of the Government are limited, I claim that they must 
siiend more money, on primary education and the education of the masses. 
They give so many lalihs to these three universities, where no university 
was wanted. 

Mr. Deputy President : I would ask the Honourable Member to con- 
fiue himself to the Resolution. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I want your indulgence to prove my case that the 
Government of India have neglected the education of the girls of the poorer 
classes. 

Mr. Deputy President : Yes, please do. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : They have started a University in Delhi where 
there was no need for a univei’sity. That university was only intended 
to find a Vice-Chancellorship for my friend Sir Hari Singh Gour. At the 
first Convocation of the Delhi University, they gave degrees only to three 
persons. They wei*e Sir Hari Singh Gour, Sir Muhammad Shafi and Lord 
Reading. I formed the impression at that time that the Delhi University 
was started not for the education of the students but for giving degrees 
to some of these people. The same may be said about secondary education. 
A complaint has been made by my friend Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda that 
Government leave more to private effort. If Government do that :n Ihe 
matter of higher and secondary education, I do not certainly blame theuv 
but when Government spend money ont of iniblic revenues, they ought to 
spend more on the masses and the poorer classes. That is my view. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Are they not all bound up to some extpnt ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; I am anxious to separate the education of the 
three classes. 

Mr. Deputy President : That is not the point at issue. 

Mr- N. M. Joshi ; I claim your indulgence in this matter, becau^ 
the point of view I am placing before this House is somewhat new to this 
House, and I think that the Resolution of the Honourable Member is also 
i'aulty in that respect, I a^ree with him that the Government of Imna 
should spend adequate amounts for the education of the people in the 
central territories, but when they start a training college for women- 
teachers as the first step I certainly do not approve of the idea. 

Mr. Deputy President : Do yon oppose the Resolution ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : My point is that the teachers must be trained 
-later and the schools must be started first. According to the Resolution, 
teachers must be trained first. That is not my idea. Sir, there arc ueople 
who lielieve in the quality of the education. I also care for quality but if 
T am given a choice, I would unhesitatingly go in for quantity and not for 
quality. I therefore feel that’the, starting of schools for girls is the first 
step to be taken and not the starting of a training-college for Avomen 
teachers; Certainly if you start a college for the training of Avomen, there 
will be some provision for the women of the middle classes. That is 
perhaps the Anew, which Members here take. I do not take that vieAV. 
First start the schools and then improve the quality. I therefore do not 
■ agree with the Resolution as it is framed. 
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Then, Sir, the Resolution also asks for a Cominitlee ; but before I go 
to tliat point I 117111 ! to sni’ a word or two about the education of the girls 
of the depressed clas.se.s and of Mulianinindans. In this resjiect I want 
to give a ivarniug to my hlussnlmnn friends. Our hluhaiumadan friends 
.always complain that Muhammadans do not get jobs in the pulilic seiwices 
iu proportion to their number.s. It is perhaps due to the fact that lliey 
are backiVard in education. Now, in all jniblic service, girls are going 
to get jobs. If more Hindu girls leami fir.st and if JIubnmmadau girls do 
not. let my hlussalman friends remember that hluhammadan girls also will 
lag l)chind in the public services. I am tberefore anxious that the iiluhain- 
niadans should insi.st that there .should be .sufficient .scliools for the primary 
education of the girls amongst their classes, and also for scctmdary 
.and higher education. I want to say something about the depressed ela.sscs. 
I see that my friend Eao Bahadur Rajah is not here. He must insist that 
the Government of India must make provision for the cducavion of the 
■girls of the depressed classes. Once they lag behind, thc.v will lag behind 
for ever. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muharamadan) : "What wdll you 
do if you educate all the girls of the depressed class ? They will not find 
husbands. You must educate their hoys first. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Well, Sir, that is not really my point. 

There is one more point. It is not enough that the Government of 
India should .start schools and make provision for the facilities for girls 
attending .schools. It is now the experience of the wliole world that you 
cannot provide education to the poorer classes unless you ivelp them in 
their maintenance. You must give scholarships to ho.vs (Ijaughtcr), I mean 
girls ^yho cannot come to schools for Avant of money. . The jtooror classes 
do not go to school not hecau.se they do not like education. EA'cryone 
Avliether he is rich or poor Avants his cliildren to bo educated ; hut the 
poorer ’people do not send their giils to school simply because these girls 
are useful in Avorking at home and, economically, they cannot afford, to 
send their girls to school. I am therefore anxious that the Government of 
India should not only start schools but .should institute a large nmnher 
,of scholarships so that there should he no poor man in the oovmtr.v who 
cannot afford to send his daughters to .scliool for AA'ant of money." The 
mstitution of scholarships is absolutely necessary' if you Avant the poorer 
people to learn. Schools are said to be open to all clas.se.s of people, hut 
you are not keeping your schools open to tlie poorer clas.ses of people unless 
you provide also for their maintenance. 

One more point, Sir, about education being made compulsory. This 
.also is the experience of the Avhole Avorld that education,-at lea.st so far as 
primary education is concerned, must he made compulsory', but the Govern¬ 
ment of India have not clone tliat. Some Provincial Governments liaA'e 
.done that, but the Government of India haA'o failed in this duty. Well Sir 
as regards the education of girls, I Avant to make one or tAA'o remarks .! 

Mr. Deputy President : Only about girls, not hoys. 

Bfr. N. M. Joshi : There is a custom of educating girls separately 
trom boys, and I do not approve of that practice. I feel that if our boA's 
and girls are to groAV morally sound, they must he educated together ; I 
tlnnk (here must be co-education. Boys and girls must be educated in the 
■same .-schools. (Hear, hear.) 
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The Revd. J. C. Ohatterjee (Nominated : Indian Christians) : “Whaf 
about the purdah ? 

N. M. JosM : I am coming to that. Experience throughout the 
World shows that it is by co-education that you raise the whole community 
morally, and by separating the boys and girls from their childhood up to 
the age when they grow old, you are really doing great harm to the moral 
condition of the community. Sir, we have got some experience in this 
matter in Bombay. 

Mr. Deputy President : We are not dealing with Bombay now. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; Sir, I am giving some experience for the benefit 
of the central territories (Laughter). 

Mr. Deputy President : I hope the Honourable Member will confine' 
himself to the Resolution, which he should please read once more. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I am only suggesting that the present practice 
ut starting separate schools for boys and girls is a bad one. 

Mr. Deputy President : But that is not the Resolution. 

Mir- N. M. Joshi : I want to tell you that our expeiuence in Bombay 
is that it is better to have the same college for girls and boj^s than to have 
a separate college'for girls. 

An Honourable Member : Bombay is not Delhi. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Representative) : Is it not that there is a 
university in Bombay' Presidency solely for the education of girls ? 

Mr. N. M- Joshi : Sir, the people in the Bombay Presidency hold 
sound views on education. I do not wish to speak on this subject very long 
because I am sure there are some Members who do not like my speaking on 
this subject. {Honourable Members : “ No, no ”.) My Honourable friend 
who moved this Resolution asked, ‘ ‘ What about the purdah ? ’ ’ Certainly, 
if you want to keep jmur purdah and all the evils that folloAv, you may 
have .separate schools. That is certainly an evil, and if you want my advice, 
certainly I am going to tell you that you must remove the purdah. If 
Indians in Northern India want Swaraj and the proper use of that Swaraj, 
then certainly the piirdah should be-removed. 

Mr. Deputy President : I cannot allow the Honourable Member to 
ramble like that. He must confine himself to the Resolution and must not 
talk on anything else. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I will say a word about the North West Frontier 
Province. The Government of India grant large amounts of money to 
people in the North West .Frontier Province to keep them quiet,—^I think 
fiftv lakhs or more. I suggest, Sir, that, if five lakhs out of those 50 lakhs 
are'spent on the education.of the girls in the North’West Frontier Pro-' 
vince, T am quite sure in ten years’ time it will not be necessarj" for them 
to spend these 50 lakhs of rupees to keep the people quiet. They have so 
far neglected the education of these tribal territories and they go on 
spending money on giving them some work ; I believe they are giving some 
tribes some allowances which are sometimes called pensions. (Laughtei’.) 
Sir, if they spend that money on chulizing these people, giAung them educa¬ 
tion, giving them not only ordinary education but industrial education 
and provide them with industides. it will not be necessary for the Govern^ 
ment of India to go on spending these fifty lakhs of rupees for many years. 
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I hope the Government of India Avill pay proper attention to the education 
of girls in the North West Frontier Province. 

One word more, Sir, the Resolution a.slcs for the appointment of a 
Committee. Sir, I am not against the appointment of Committees. TJicse 
Committees sometimes do some woi>lv and also provide op])ortunitics for 
some of the Members of the House to serve on them. I feel, Sir, Hint the 
subject of education has been too long neglected. This is not the time 
now to appoint a Committee. Let the Government of India begin to give 
education to the people instead of appointing a Committee to consider the 
question of giving education. The appointment of a Commiticc is now 
too late in the daj'. Let them now begin to .spend money, lot tlie ne.vt 
Budget show that they have provided adequate amounts of money for the 
education of girls in the central territories : and then only I think. Sir, 
this House will be satisfied. 

Sir Hari Singh Gfour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I am not quite certain if the Honourable Mr. Joehi’s 
provocative reference to me were intended to draw me out because 1 did 
not intend to make a speech on tliis subject, but as lie has referred to me, 
Sir, I feel constrained to tell him that while I am not sure that the Uni¬ 
versity of Delhi has gained anything from me, I am certain tliat I have 
acquired an amount of knowledge which I would not have possessed 
had I not been associated with that institution. 

✓ 

Mr. D. V. Belvi (Bombay Southern Division : Non-Muhammadan 
RuraD : i^nd also a Knighthood. 

Sir Hari Singh Gout : Sir, the one great fact that has occurred to 
me is this. My Honourable friends on both sides of the House .speak 
of the education of girls. Btit where are the girls ? I shall point out 
to you, Sir, what is the unfortunate position of girls so far as the Pro- 
vdnee of Delhi is concerned. I have been visiting all the girls’ schools 
and the 'high schools and the intermediate colleges in Delhi which owe 
their inception to myself. Sir. And I found the headmistresses and 
principals of these colleges complaining that those little children of 5 
and 6, intelligent, bright, with sparkling eyes and a great desire to 
absorb knowledge,—^when they have been pupils for two, three or four 
years—a hoary-headed gentleman walks into the room and says “ I 
want to take away this girl.” And when they ask, ” Why do you ’want 
to take away this girl, she is getting on quite well ? ” he says, “ Oh, 
she is going to get married ”. The result is that, half, if not three-fourth.-? 
of the girls, just at the time when they are beginning to learn and im¬ 
bibe knowledge, just at the time when education would be useful to 
them, are marched off from the class room and tied round the mar¬ 
riage po.st. That is the position of the girls. 

An Honourable Member : Do they not come back ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : I am asked whether they come back. Sir 
they do come back ; they come back and they go to Uie Lady Hardin«-e 
ITospital for their confinement and early death. * 

Now, I wish to ask Honourable Members on the Opposition Benches 
if they are really friends of women’s education and if they really wish 
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that the girls in the centrally administered area should get on and receive 
education, are they prepared to provide the necessary girls ? 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Yes. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : My friend Lala Lajpat Rai says, “ yes 
Well I shall put him to the test when my friend Mr. Harbilas Sarda’s 
Child Marriage Bill comes up before this House and my own Age of Con¬ 
sent Bill comes up here for passing. That will he the acid test of the 
real desire of this House to advance the cause of female education. Un¬ 
less you are able to raise the marriageable age and provide the girls who 
will fill the class room, it is idle to ask the Government of India to train 
up teachers. The teachers may be trained but they cannot lecture to 
empty class rooms. Let me give you. Sir, the instance of two colleges 
which were proposed to he started in Delhi. As regards one college the 
scheme was ready hut they said we have no girls at all, and the result 
was that the college never came into existence. 

Mr. B. Das : How is it that private colleges in Delhi are flourish¬ 
ing ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : They are men’s colleges. I am giving you 
the history of women’s college. The Indraprastha High School was 
raised to the status of an intermediate college, in the hope that it would 
develop soon into a first-i-a'te college. I found on my visit two years ago 
that while there were, I think, 11 girls, three of them had got married 
and there remained 8. We started the Arts College and I acknowledge 
on behalf of this struggling institution 'the assistance which the Govern¬ 
ment of India have given by placing Aliijore House at the disposal of 
the Indraprastha College. I do not know if the Honourable Member 
who is to reply on behalf of Government knows of the self-sacrificing 
services of the Principal, Miss Gmeiner (Gmnier), and her associates 
(one of whom also a European died at her post), who have been try¬ 
ing to bring up these girls so that they may be educated and may in 
course of time become good housewives and schoolmistresses and, if pos¬ 
sible, contribute also to the public services of this country. 

(At this stage Mr. Deputy President vacated the Chair which was 
resumed by Mr. President.) 

The self-sacrificing labour of this lady and her associates 
requires public acknowledgment. I wish you could have seen the 
position of this Indraprastha High School at the back of the 
market, in most crowded and insanitary surroundings, the head¬ 
mistress living in a small cubicle on next to nothing, and im¬ 
parting, education to 300 or 400 girls who are all cooped up in a pigeon 
warren. You will immediately say that the Government of India deserve 
a hearty vote of censure for allowing this deserving institution 
to struggle on for existence in such insanitary surroundings. Sir, 
for the last four years we have been asldng the Government 
to place a more sanitary building at the disposal of this grow¬ 
ing and deserving institution, and it was only in the last few months that 
the Government of India made up their minds not to make a gift but to 
sell Alipore House to the Indraprastha College. The result is that the 
managing committee are now going about collecting money from 
friends, benefactors and sympathisers of that institution. That 
is not the way in which the Government of India should act. They 
should have made a gift of Ahpore House to this institution. They 
should have said to themselves, here is a struggling institution and a 
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selfless devoted woman trying to educate the people of this country, the 
girls of this country, and the least contribution that we can make is to 
make over to that institution this building, Alipore House, which belongs 
to Government and which will cost us nothing. If the Government 
would do that, the Indraprastha College could start science classes and 
arts classes and would draw from the four corners of India deserving 
girls and give them higher and better education. That is the way in 
which to help the centrally administered areas. 

Sir, I am in perfect sympathy with my friend Mr. Chattei-jee, but 
I say to him that in order to^give education in the centrally administered 
territories you must begin at* the beginning. You must see that the edu¬ 
cation of girls between the ages of 5 and 10 is subsidised by Government. 
You must give them free and liberal scholarships. And after the age 
of 10 it is for the public, of which the Members of this House are the 
accredited plenipotentiaries, to see that the marriageable age of girls is 
substantially raised, so that they may not be taken from the school class¬ 
room just at the time Avhen they should begin to profit from the educa¬ 
tion they are receiving. If that is done I am sure the future of women’s 
education in India Avill have been solved. We want that these girls 
should receive education up to the higher and collegiate standard, and 
then you will have bright young Indian girl graduates helping us in 
our public and private duties. That will, I submit, be the advent of new 
India, and the reconstruction of the futui’e nation will be supported by 
the mothers of the nation, thirsting for more knowledge, better sanita¬ 
tion and better health. That will be acliieved if she who rocks the 
cradle is educated, and the large problems of health, sanitation, infantile 
mortality and the early death of the mother and child will have been 
solved. Education of girls is not to be looked at with the microscopic 
vision of merely teaching them the A, B, C and to enable them to read 
elementary books. Education must be regarded as a national necessity 
and the cornerstone of the future of India. It is with that large heart 
and greater vision that you must look at thefeducation of women in the 
centrally administered territories. That would be a model for the other 
provinces to follow. It is with that hope and with that desire that the 
struggling University of Delhi was started. It was not started for the 
purpose of finding gratuitous degrees for two or three persons, as my 
Honourable friend Mr. Joshi cynically remarked. 

Mr. N. M. Josbi : May I ask the Honourable Member one question, 
whether the establishment of that University has added to the number 
of college students in Delhi even by one ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour ; Sir, I can very easily answer that question. 
When that university was started, it Avas started with an alumni 'o£ 
780, if I remember aright;, and within two years the students in the Delhi 
University went up to 1,400. (Applause). That is the result of starting 
t ® But I am not here to advocate the cause of' the 

Dellii University. I am speaking here on the question of female educa¬ 
tion in the centrally administered territory, and I shall focus my point 
j.-u^ ^ House to remember that we are voting on this motion oh 

the folloAving understanding. We want finst and foremost to tap the 
large source of supply for female education, namely, the lower middle 
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classes and the lahonring classes, to which Mr. Joshi has so pathetically 
I referred. 

^ Mr. N. M. Joshi ; May I correct one statement ? Sir Hari Singh 
Gonr said that the number of students went up from about 700 to 1,400. 
Is it not due to the fact tha'tl some colleges that were affliated to the 
^Punjab and the United Provinces Universities were brought back to the 
I ' Delhi University ? 

' Sir Hari Singh Gour : The existing colleges of Delhi formed thein- 
I selves into a University, and when I speak of the number having gone 
up, I am speaking of the number that Avent up on the rolls of the Delhi 
University. 

Noav, Sir, I say that we must begin at the beginning. Give the infants 
of the Kindergarten classe.s stimulus to interest them in education. That 
you can do by small prizes and free distribution of scholarships, and for 
that purpose you must set apart a certain sum of money. After primary 
education you must give them a further incentive to go into the secondary 
classes, because that is a crucial time in 'the life of the girl. With suffi¬ 
cient incentive she might be able to prosecute her studies in the secondai’y 
classes. A large number of parents have told me. “We cannot afford 
to keep these girls in secondary schools ; we have not got the money ; 
if they get married their husbands Avill keep them. Amongst the 
labouring classes a girl will begin to Avork Avhereas if she learns she 
earns nothing, She is trying to become a Babu and Ave do not Avant our 
girls to become Babus.” That is the prevailing cry amongst the lower 
classes, and the labouring classes. Therefore 3mu have noAv to make the 
class room attractive by suitable incentives given to the girls to stay 
on and postpone their marriage to AAdiich the}" are prematurely driven 
bj" their uneducated and old-fasliioned parents. Having done that, you 
must have a Avell-equipped college AA'ith all the amenities of a modern 
college and try to give these girls education as cheaply as possible. It 
is a national insurance, Sir. The money that we spend upon women’s 
education is money Avhich is spent for the betterment of the AA'-hole nation, 
and I therefore think that you must tiT to make education as cheap as 
possible. Having done that, your duty ends ; and for the purpose of 
helping us on, we on this side of the House say—and I am certain that 
my orthodox friends in this House Avill concur Avith me—that the 
marriageable age of girls should be raised, substantially I'aised, so that 
• they might receive edueatiion and profit much by that education before 
they are carried off bj" their husbands. 

Sir, one more point and I have done. It has been said and said 
with a great deal of truth that if you are merely to start a training col¬ 
lege for Avomen teachers, that is nof promoting AAmmen’s education. 
Suppose j^ou haAm a training college and you haA"e got it—I do not knoAV 
whether Mr, Chatterjee knoAA^s that teachers’ training classes are 
Attached to evei’y univei’sity, there is AAffiat 3"ou call, the L. T. and B. T. 
classes, Licentiate of Teaching and Bachelor of Teaching. Those who 
do not pass the B. A. are giA’en the L. T. just as they have a Diploma in 
Pedagog}" in the Bngli.sh UniA^ersities. In all these univer-sities you hav'e 
got classes for training teachens. The Universitj" of LucknoAv, especially 
the Isabella Thoburn College, turn out women teachers by dozens ; and 
it is the same case in all the other colleges. When I visited the four Colleges 
in Lahore I found that they haA"e also got classes for training of teachers and 
they turn out teachers. Consequently, if you are to concentrate upon the 
Iil34LA n 
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provision of teachers, yon will be multiplying a commodity for which there 
may not be a ready mai-ket. I therefore suggest that a Committee should 
go info this question, but it should be remembered that the very pro¬ 
duction of teachers w’ould not be conducive to the grmvth of female 
education in this country. 'What j’-ou require is not so much the train¬ 
ing of teachers, as the stimulus given to primary, secondary and higher. 
education to our girls in the centrally administered territory. That 
avould be an example to be followed and copied by the,provinces and in 
this way, at any rate, we shall be able to add one more brick to that 
grand arch of national reconstruction for which we are all striving and 
towards which we are steadity pi'ogressing. 

IVEr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzatfarpur cum Champaran : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I rise to lend my wholehearted support to the un¬ 
derlying principle of this Resolution as well as to the amendment moved by 
my ilonourable friend Sardar Gulab Singh. The underlying principle of 
this'Resolution I to be the spread of girls’ education in the cen¬ 

trally administered areas, and the substance of iny friend Sardar Gulab 
Singh’s amendment is that, in order to carry out that object, a well-equip¬ 
ped college for the ti*aining of women teachers should be started, and along 
with it a normal school should be started in order 1o secure the production 
of a sufficiently large number of trained women teachers to train up the 
girls. Sir, it is very necessary that a college, well equiiJjied college, for 
the training of female teachers .shoidd be started at a central place, and 
iii oi'de'r to. 

Blr. B. Das ; Will the Honourable Member use the words “ lady 
teachers ” instead of “ female teachers ?” 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I stand corrected. It is quite necessary 
to start a suitable college at a central jjlace for the ti’ainiiig of lady 
teachers ; and to act as a feeder to this institution normal schools should 
be oiiened at different centres in the centrally administered areas. It has 
been pointed out in the course of this debate that the centrally adminis¬ 
tered areas are not a compact territory ; they are scattered all over the 
country. ; and if we confine ounselves to the terms of the Resolution,' it 
would mean that only one college is to be started. It is asked ; How is 
one college going to act as a training ground for the teachers of till the cen¬ 
trally administered areas ? My reply to that is that one college should 
be started at a central place, say in Delhi ; and normal schools to act ds 
leeders to ,this institution maj’^ be started, say, one in Ajmer-Merwara, one 
in the North-W^e.st Frontier Province, and in other centres where neces- 
^rjn I want. Sir, to refer this House very briefly to, the present position 
of education in some of thy centrally administered areas. 

IQ ■^ji'ier-Merwara I find that the total population is 4,95,271, and in 
1926 there wei-e 10,260 scholars in 176 recognised educational institution^; 
tor males ; and 1766 in'20 similar institutions for girls. I beg to submit 
that tins is a very disappointing 'figure, and I hopfe that in course of tiiHd 
aud with the arrangements which we are proposing to make, the number 
or girl scholars wiR eonsiderablj’’ increase. ' 

.Then I shall ttPm for a .minute to Cporg. which is of course a very 
small teri-itory, with a population of about 1,63,838. There were in 1926, 
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871 boj^s in high schools ; 7,118 in primarj’- schools ; and 174 girls,in high 
schools, and 668 in primary schools. ' ' 

The figure with regard to the North-AVest Frontier Province is as 
follows. The population of the province in 1921 was 22,51.340. In T925- 
26 there were 601 recognised educational institutions for males, with 
52,072 scholars ; and 85 similar institutions for girls with 6,344 scholars. 
The percentage of scholars to the total population is 2.9. This, I submit, 
is a very lamentable state of things in a centrally administered area, which 
should act as a model to other Provinces. 

I The condition of things in other provinces is no less unsatisfactory, 
but under the tei'ms of this Resolution we are not to travel beyond centrally 
administered areas ; and therefore I will not refer to them 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaisnim : That does not include the 
tribal area, which has not yet been provided with facilities for educa¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : That only strengthens my position. In 
the tribal area,.,to which my IIonoTirable • friend refers, no adequate pro¬ 
visions have been made for imiiarting education either to boys or to girls. 
I remember there was a proposal in the Standing Finance Committee very 
recently, asking funds for the purpose of establishing a jail in the North- 
AVest Frontier, Province. Some of us were inclined to think that the money 
we were asked to spend for the establishment of the jail would have been 
better employed in imparting education in that area. In that case prob¬ 
ably there would not have been very great necessity for a jail to be estab¬ 
lished there. If we opened schools it would follow that we would close 
up the jails in course of time. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, has said—if I followed him ai’ight— 
that he wanted any sort of women teachers to act as teachers for the train¬ 
ing of girl students. If that was his meaning, I certainly disagree with 
him. He went further and said that he wanted quantity and not quality 
of education among girls. I emphatically dissent from that view. The 
sort of education we want to he imparted to our girls should be not merely 
literary education, but it should include religious training as well as 
physical. AVe are certainly not expected to entrust our girls to the care 
of teachers whose antecedents w’e do not know and who have had no proper 
draining in respect of character and attainments to take up the important 
and delicate art of teaching. 

The next point which was taken up ]\Ir. doshi was that he did not 
like that boys and gilds should be educated in separate institutions, and 
he said that he would like to see them educated in the same schooL AVe 
'W'onld like to record our dissent from this view. AVe want that the educa¬ 
tion which a girl requires should be somewhat different to the education 
which Ave would like to impart to our boys, and therefore the curriculum 
for girls as Avell as the curriculum for boys Avould naturally differ to a con¬ 
siderable extent. I do not think it would be a wise or a practical proposi¬ 
tion to allow our boys and girls to be thrown together and to he trained 
in the same institution. It is rather difficult to speak on a proposition 
Avhich is so obvious ; and I do not think that many words of mine are needed 
to commend this Resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

, Mr. Bajpai'is sitting'so leisurely, as if ho had an unanswerable case 
against us in his pocket ; but I Avil] ask him* to deal AA’ith this question 

L134LA d2 
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very fully and sympallictically in Ihe course of liia reply to ivliat vo Imvc 
said in the House. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Ten ^Minutes to TJiroe df 
the Clock. 

The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Ten jMinutes to Three of 
the Clock/Mr. President in the ('hair. 


Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya (Madras : Indian Commerce) : 1 move 
that the question he now put. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava (Ainbala Division : Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, I rise to support the Ke.solution and the amendment of 
Chaudhri I\Iukhtar Singh. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : It has yet been moved. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : The amendment was moved, Sir. 
Now Sir, it is too late in the day to expound tlio ad^■ant^lges of female educa¬ 
tion,'especially, in this House. This is an admitted fact. Tlie cpiestion 
then is, how this female education is to progress in tins country and on 
what lines. Though it is admitted in theory that female education is vci-y 
.good, in practice the apathy shown by the Government of India and by 
the Provincial Governments is verj’- great. There is some ])rovision in 
villages for the education of boys, but so far as the education of girls is 
concerned, I think it can be safely said that it has been too sadly neglected. 
To-day, in all the civilivsed Governments of the globe, it is the right of the 
subject to expect that the Government shall provide free ;ind compul.s'ory 
primary education for the nationals of the country, whether the recipients 
of the education are boys or girls, and I must say that the Government of 
India must hang down its head in shame if all the figures which have boon 
quoted to the House by the various speakers who have spoken before me 
are scrutinised. Those figures also are not safe because, if there is any 
'female education, it is to be found in some of the big cities. If the rural 
areas are segregated and then the pcrcejitage of literacy is found out, it 
will go down still, and will come to almost a negligible figure. The Govern¬ 
ment meet this by saying that the special social customs of India and other 
factors are to blame. 1 do not agree. I want to repudiate the suggestion 
of Sir Hari Singh Gour and I want to say that girls in the countin' want 
education. There is no poor man in the country who docs not want educa¬ 
tion. . It is wrong to say that no girls are to be found who could be educat¬ 
ed. . I am rather surprised to hear this from the Chancellor of the Delhi 
.TJniversity {An EonouraUc Member : “ /Jai-Vice-Chancellor.”)—from the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Delhi University. The old argument is trotted 
_ out that as there is child marriage, it is impossible to have female education 
in India. May I know' W'hat arrangements there are in the whole Countiy 
for the education of girls from the age of 6 to 10 or 11 ? Marriages do 
not take place within those ages. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour ; What is-the good of such education ? 

' Thakur Das Bhargava ; This is the first time I have heard 

in this House an argument of this sort from an Honourable Member—and 
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specially from Sir Hari Singh Gonr;: “ What is’the'usc'of female educa¬ 
tion ?” What is the use of any education at all I fail to see. If-the bene¬ 
fits of free and coihpulsorj’' primary education are not realised by Sir Hari 
Singh Gour, I have nothing but pity for him. I am ve'ry sorry to hear 
that. The Universities which only eater to the needs of those who live 
in the city are institutions which do not benefit the poorer people of the 
country, and when I am reminded of the fact that even such big people as 
Sir Hari Singh Gour think like this, then it means that there is no room 
in India for the poorer people, if the administration of Universities is to be 
handed over to gentlemen like our j&a:-Vice-chancellor. 


Now, Sir, there is such a thing as democratisation of education. I do 
not grudge Delhi or any other place having any college or any high school. 
I want them in much greater numbers than at present. But if these col¬ 
leges and high schools are to be had at the expense of the education of the 
poorer classes of this country, I would rather not have them at all. Sir, 
I know that the Honourable the >Seeretarj^ for Education, Health and Lands 
will 'rise up in his seat and say that there is no money. This free and 
compulsory primary! education is a question of rupees, annas and pies. 
Much more so in this country, because, if any person goes to the villages 
and asks the village, people to educate their girls, they say, “We are not 
even having our food ; we have not sufScient means for our necessary 
clothes and will we make Babus out of these girls i ’ ’ This is exactly what 
is said to every person who goes to a village and asks the villager to have 
his daughter educated. He says, “ Even the boys are not educated ; what 
sense is there in asking me to send my girl to school V’ Sir, this is a very 
difficult question to solve, but this is the most urgent question of the day. If 
further reforms are to come, the future queens of India would be the 
women. They will be invested with sovereign powers. They will not be 
the queens of the homes alone. When the vote is given to them they will 
certainly exercise a great control over the destinies of India. Do we want 
that we should have ignorant masters or intelligent and educated masters ? 
Or do we want no progress at all ? 


Now Sir I would submit that these two most difficult questions arise, 
viz., (1) the question of funds, and (2) whether this free and compulsory 
primary education is to be had at the expense of. 

Mr President : There is no question of free and compuhory educa¬ 
tion in this Resolution. I hope the Honourable Member will read the 

Resolution. " 


Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : May I humbly submit, Sir, that I am 
supporting the amendment of Chaudhri Mukhtar Singh wdiich reads 

thus : 

“ That for the words from ' for the furtherance of ’ to the words ‘ training of 
women teachers ’ the following be substituted : 


' for nroviding free .and conipulsorj' primary education of girls between the ages 
nf fi jind 11 in the centrally.administered territories as early as possible and^as a first 
step to that end to establish at once sufficient ' number of women teachers, training 
schools in that area 
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Mr. President : 'Whose amendment ?' 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : Chaudhri Mnkhtar Singh's. ' 

Mr. President : Has that amendment been moved ? 

Mr. Gr. S. Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, Health 
and Hands) : It 'was moved} Sir. > , 

M I 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava It was moved the other day,. Sir. I 
■would submit, Sir, that the problem is how the girls of ithe'poorer classes 
are, going to be educated. When western education was introduced ‘ in 
India people would gladly go to Maktabs and Pathshalas, but would not 
go to westernised schools and the Government gave scholarships to those 
whom thej' wanted to attract to tliose schools. I want to propose exactly 
the same thing, and the first suggestion that I wish to make is that every 
girl should be given a scholarship, be it eight annas or a I'upee, every month 
so as not to deprive tlie parents of those girls of any earnings that the girls 
maj’’ haA'^e made. Sir, this solution may or may not be relished by many 
Members sitting here, hut I have got some experience of the villages and 
the village people and my feeling is that unless this is done there is very little 
likelihood of any experiment being successful in the rural areas. The 
' second suggestion that I wish to make is that some normal schools for train¬ 
ing Avomen teachers should be established in tlie A^arious parts of the 
centrall3'’ administered tei-ritories. ^>Sir, the Honoui'able >Mr. Jo-shi just noAv 
pointed out that he Aims in faA'our of the co-education of boys and girls. 
The proposal AA’as laughed at bj’’ some people. Now, I beg to propose the 
same tiling though to a limited extent. I Avish to suggest that so far as 
free and compulsory primary edvieation is eoueerned, there is no other 
solution except this, .that for the time being boys and girls up to a certain 
age should be educated togetlier. Up,to the age of 10 I do not think many 
people AAnll haA'e any .serious ob.iectiou to sending their girls to the same 
schools to Avhieh the hoj's go. Unless and until there are a sufficient number 
of women teachers this must be done. At the same time, I Avould submit 
that if there is any walk of life m AA'hieh A^omen can shoulder out men, it 
is this. If you study the systems of England and America you AA'ill find 
that eA-erA primary school has got girl teachers. Some time ago the Punjab 
GoA'ernment .sent tAvo of its officers to England to study the rural condi¬ 
tions there and they reported on many matters. As regards the point per¬ 
tinent to this Eesolution they AA-ere of opinion that the presence of girl 
teachers Avas neeessar.A' to bring out the qualities that distinguish children 
from men. If Ave study the system m Amgue in America, so far as rural 
education is concerned, yon Avill find the same thing. Noav, Sir, I AAmnt to 
suggest one more thing, hnd that is this. Literaiy education in the three 
E.’s is absolutely essential, but as Avas reported by those tAvo officers of 
Avbom I have spoken, tlie rural side of education should not be neglected 
Unless and until jmu make education attractive to those people to Avhom it 
is impart^, it is impossible that j'-ou can arouse any enthusiasm in those 

people. The rural part of education, agricultural and industrial, should not 
ne lost sight ot. ’ 


T 71? in'o figures, hut 

a better claim on the 
though I, do not Avant to 
differentiate such claims on the .score of classes as Mr. Joshi did. .For me 

h, 
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'tJieTeris absolutely no .class so far as compulsory primary education is eon" 
scernedi. The rieber, the middle and 'the loyper classes-r^they all have'an 
pqual 'claim to be educated and fredy ed.ucated. . This question .only arises 
f.vitli : regard to secondary and college education. It is a point of .contest 
between the various schools of thought, as to. what should .be the'lines .of 
.education so far.as secondary and college education.is concerned—^whether 
there should be co-education and girls and boj^'s'.should attend the same col¬ 
leges; I do, not want to enter, into-those various que.stions;so far,as.this 
rResolution, is concerned, but at the same time the Government’s duty does, 
not end by providing merely for free and compulsory; primary education. 
My voice niaj" be a, voice in the wilderness because the proposal contained in 
the. amendment is by itself .such,that .1 do not think Government will- make 
any.good arrangement,in the near future. But let it be understood,-whether 
the' Government make, arrangements or not, that G.overnment \vin be fail¬ 
ing, in tlieir. elementary, duty towards-their subjects if they do not arrange 
for-this pi’imary.edueatioii as soon, as, possible. JVow, Sir, Simon Commis- 
■sions Come, and go,,and there are',.vai-ious other Commissions. And then 
different cihes.arise from different paits of the House for imi^rbvement and 
progress in different-directions., ;But. T- submit that no progress is' pos¬ 
sible, and you cannot imi:>rove in any. Avay unless and until this difiScult 
question.is solved once for all, and the question cannot be treated in the 
lighthearted, manner in. which the Government of India have been treating 
it for so long a time. So far as the-Provincial Governments are concerned, 
we-are .not-discussing the progress they haveimiade-under this Resolution; 
But, as was pointed.out by one of the; previous■ speakersj the Govern'meht 
of India have a-special responsibility also in this matter. It is but meet 
that the. Government .of India should,' by precept and by example, show an 
example' to-the-Provincial Goveimments and -guide them in their duti^ 
towafds.the people of this country;. -. - . ; . 

.^ith these',words I. supppit.hhe. Resolution and the amendment. 

;■ ' Mr.’D. V. Belvi (Bomba Southern Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : It seems to' me something dike a cruel and painful irony of fate 
that' we 'shonld' be under ■ the necessity of'discnssihg ''a Resolution ' like, 
this in the year of grace-1928, after being under British rule for more than 
150 years.. We are discussing how'whether it'is not nece.ssafy for us to, 
train Avomen teachers to impart primary education to little girls in this 
country. We are told that we are under ah enlightened Government. I- 
have no' 'dduht that this assertion' is. in some respects true, hut eduCatiohal-' 
ly we are-in a vCrybad plight. After 150 years of British rule in this 
country, what is the condition of education here ? Even’in the case of 
men tim pdrceutage of litei-acj’" does hot''go above'8 per cent., and m thh 
case of women the percentage dbes not rise to even' 2. That is the stake: 
df lhiii«-s in this country after the^ enlightened rule' of Great' Britain for; 
mbfe'tlVari 150 years ! • My Hohbiu-able friend who preceded me said that 
the -British' Goyernment-should hang its head in shame. ;I submit 'that the 
British'Government has neither a head hor a-tail! It'has not a body 
to lie kicked nor a'soul to be damned.' It is a soulless machine and it lias 
been ri^btlv Rescribed as a steel frame. Had- it eohsi.sted of hnniah' 
beihits. t^e shame, to Avhicli'.my Honourable 

friend referred; It has been said that education Shquld be free and that' 
priitiarV Adueation hliould be'compulsory, ; But 'my Honourable friend.s.; 
who spoke ih supphrt of ibis Resolution forgot one important fact, namely,- 
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tliat you cannot make krieks without straw. Where Is the money to'come 
from for the accomplishment of the object _ of this Resolution ? 
'What is our financial position ? How do we stand financially ? The 
total revenue of the country is about 340 crorcs of rupees a jmar and 
nut of this amount nearly 45 per cent, is swallowed tip by one department, 
namely, the Army. Can you find money to promote education in_ this 
country in this stale of affairs ? Now, let us compare the educational 
condition of India with the educational condition of the much maligned 
Soviet Russia You will perhaps be agreeablj' .surprised to hear that in 
Soviet Russia the percentage of literacy is 46 in the year 1928. In the 
Republic of Georgia the percentage is 46. Tlic reason is obvious. Russia 
spends only 12 per cent, of her revenues on the Army whereas we spend 
in India not less than 45 per cent. That makes this world of difference 
between these two countries. The other ways in which we are spending 
our revenues are also very imprudent. Look at the huge pile of buildings 
that have been put up in the Imperial of Delhi. We have already 
sunk not less than 17 evorcs of the hardearned revenu 9 s of India in that 
Serbonian bog—the Houses of Parliament, the Viceregal Lodge and the 
few bungalows that have been built at Delhi. Tlie Government of India 
have got money enough to waste on these showy thing.s. But they have 
no money to spend on education. The reason is that there is no will 
to promote education in India. Had there been a will to promote edu¬ 
cation, there would have been a way, but the Government of India do not 
want to promote education in this country. They know that their salva¬ 
tion lies in the ignorance of the people of this country. They may profess 
all sorts of things in this world but no .sane man can believe the profes¬ 
sions of the Government of India. Look at the way in which education 
is promoted in England. Boys are educated and girls are educated. 
Education is compulsory and universal there. Look at_ India all 
its huge revenue. Is it not a pity that tve should be asking the Govern¬ 
ment of India to finance at least one college in the Imperial City of 
Delhi for training women teachers, and this too in the enlightened^ 20th 
centur 5 ’' ? Is it not very strange that the part of the country which is 
administered by the Central Government should he treated in this way ? 
Properly speaking the cent-rally administered proTince.s should be some¬ 
thing like a model to be held up to the Provincial Governments. In my 
humble ojiinion the position of the Government of India ivith reference 
to the Provincial Governments ought to be like the position wliich is 
generally occupied in a high school by a headmaster with reference to 
his assistants. I snhniit that the Government of India stands in the 
position of a lieadniaster and the Provincial Governments should always 
look up to the Government of India for guidance and for the method 
in which they should promote education, but unfortunately we find 
that the Governmenl of India neglects its duty. The provinces are better, 
in, some re.speet.s ; but so far as the Government of India is concerned 
education .stands in the position of a neglected Cinderella. My Honour¬ 
able friend Mr. Bajpai may say something in defence of the position of 
Government and T am very curious to loiow how he is going to defend 
the position of Government. Now, I submit that there should be not one 
college in the Imperial City, of Delhi alone but that there should he a' 
college, for training, women-teachers in every other part of the country 
which is administered by the Central Government. 'There should be at 
least-one college in the North-West Frohtier‘Province. Is it very difficult 
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for^ the GoyerDment of India to maintain a college in each of the terri¬ 
tories administered by it ? They talk of social reform and orthodox 
people. My friend Sir Hari Singh Gour says that we orthodox people 
come in the way of the promotion of female education. But we orthodox 
people ar(; alwa 3 ’'s willing to have our sisters and daughters educated 
up to the time of their attaining puberty which may be in their 12th or 
13th year. Till then if there is provision for their education thej’’ will 
pick up sufficient vernacular. Mj’' friend Sir Hari Singh Gour says there 
should be high schools for women, and colleges for women. Nobody will 
be more glad than mj^’self to see a high school for the education of girls 
in every district and nobod 5 ’’ will be more glad to see that there is a 
college for women’s education in every province, but we have not yet 
reached that stage. We are now at the lowest rung of the educational 
ladder. We have not even got a school for girls in every big village. 
What is the use of all this tall talk of high schools for girls and colleges 
for girls ? Wc need not discuss all these Utopian things just now. Let 
us be a little more practical. Let us persuade the Government of India 
at anj’’ rate to finance one college in tjhe Imperial City of Delhi. The 
City of Delhi wa.s compared by my Honourable friend Lala Lajpat Rai— 
and rightly too —with the city of Rome. What will the rest of the world 
say when it liears of this discussion in the Legislative Assembly and 
learns that Ihere is not a single college for training women teachers for 
ihe education of girls even in the Imperial City of Delhi 1 Can there be 
anything more disgraceful than this state of affairs ? How lamentable 
is it that the education of women is a matter in which nobody bakes 
serious intere.st or. behalf of the Government ? They do something here 
and somclhing there, simpty for satisfying us a little. Sometimes they 
increaso the educational expenditure by a lakh or two lakhs and so on, 
but tliey have no heart in the matter. Tliey want to keep their army 
intact. They irant to spend the major portion of the revenues of the 
countrjf on the maintenance of the services and such other things. Edu¬ 
cationally' the country is very backward and, as I said, the state of things- 
is very lamenTable. Some of my friends are discussing the advisability 
of making primary education compulsory and free in British India. I 
believe that this i« a veiT large order. It is largely a que.stion of finance. 
Let us for the present persuade the Government of India to accede to the 
modest request of iny Honourable friend the Revd. Chatterjee and to open 
a college in Delhi When they have done it, we maj' applj' next to the 
Government of India to make education free and compulsory at any rate 
in the part of the country’- administei-ed by the Government of India. 
What is ihe use of asking them to do too many things all at once T 
hope tliat Government will be pleased to accede to the request embodied 
in this Resolution. They can easily carry out the object of this Resolu¬ 
tion if they have a will to do so. If they please, they can tyen persuade 
the Secretary of State to start a women’s college in Delhi. 

j\ry friend Mr. Joshi urged that there should be mixed schools for 
boys and girls. The House knows thah I am one of the orthodox Hindus 
in this House. I do take strong objection to the proposition of my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi. Boys should be educated by^ all means and 
girls should be educated by, all means, but I am dead against bringing 
boy.s and girls together under one roof. You know what is happening 
in America. The columns of newspapers in this country are very often ' 
flooded with quotations of the occurrences in America. I do not believe 
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iill thiit is said in Ihc newspapers, but a i)art ol‘ it may be true. We do 
not vant to have that state of atTairs inlroduecd in tills country. TJien 
it wa.s said that it does not matter what Icind of education is iinjiarted 
to onr girls. My friend Mr. .Tosbi .said that education may bo imparted 
even by uiuraincd women. T am dead against it. It is not a sound 
propositifoi. We want lady toaeJier.s of good ebaraeter, !;idy teaeliers 
pi’opcrly trained, teachers in wliom we ean repose eontidonee. We e.nnnot 
entrnsl our dangbler.s and our sisters to any woman in the street. So 
I do not aeeept ilii.s suggestion that isluealion may be bnparled by any¬ 
body and anywhere and in any way. L(;t there be proper education, 
properly imiuivted, under pro])t;r supervision. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Ra.jshahi Division : Mnimmmadan linrni) : Your 
ieachei’s must be trained in orthodox style i 

Mr. D. V. Belvi ; They may or may not be orthodox ; wc liavc nothing 
to do Avilh .the religion of the teacber.s. If avc can secure orthodox 
teaclier.s. so much the better. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Suppose they .sufiport tlie Age of ('onsent Bill of Mr. 
Sarda contrary to the A'iews of the orthodox .section ? 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : Well, Sir. T do not clioose to reply to the irndevanl 
criticisms of my friend. 1 have here .something to say ahont the Ke.solji- 
tion, and it will he a mere surplusage of words to say tlml 1 .support it. 
Uvery sensible man in thi,s JIon.se is hound to snp])ort it. J do not believe 
that thei'e is a .single man in the Ilou.se avIio Avill op])o.se sueli a good 
Kesolulion. Sir. 1 .suiiport tlic Kc.solution Avith all my heart. 

(SeA’cral Ilonouj-alilo i\Ioinl)er.s moA'ed tliat llio qiic.stion he put.) 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Sir, thci’C is a Avell knoAvn constitutional maxim 
in England that the King can do no Avrong. My Ilonourniile friend.> 
opposite, at least .some of them, liavc amended tliat maxim to the efi’oet 
that the Government of India can never do and never do anything 
but Avrong. 

Mr. .D. V. Belvi : No, avo do not say so. The Government have 
often done many things that are rigid. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : If Honourable Members do not insinuate or 
suggest that, then I do not understand Avhy speaker after speaker has 
■got up and charged us Avith a IMachiaA'cllian apathy toAvards the educa¬ 
tion of girls or, for that matter, boys’ education Sir, I do not Avish to 
import into this di.scu.ssion a .spii-it of controversy. The explanation of 
that is< that the Government of India share the vicAV of Honourable 
Members opposite, namely, that, to quote a rlietorieal phrase, the women 
of any race or any nation arc the custodians of its ciA'ilization and the 
torch-bearers of progre.s.s. Here in India if Ave Avi.sh the AA’omcn of this 
country to play that exalted role in tlie national eA'olntion of India, 
then Ave have some headAvay to make ; and I am quite prepared to 
that, perhaps, at any rate, in the past, progress in the .sphere, 
of the education of women has lagged behind the aspirations of the 
outside public or for that matter the aspirations of the Government of 
India. But that in itself is not bj'^ any means a .iustification. for saying 
Government of India do not entertain nny sympathy toAvardsl 
improving the facilities for the education of AA'bmen) 
or that they are not prepared at any time, und in spite of any pressure) 
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lo give effect to the recommendations and to the wishes of the House. 
1 do not, Sir, I think, stand in any need ^of traversing in detail the 
various figures which have been cited by Honourable Members opposite. 
One Honourable Member, who I regret to say is not in his place to-day, 
Chaudhri Mukhtar Singh, adopted the other day what I thought 
was a somewhat uhfair criterion ; namely, comparing ^ the 
progress of literacj’’ among women or for that matter among children 
generally in proportion to the total 'population of the areas directly 
under the Government of India I think it would have been a fairei 
comparison if the figures had related exclusively to what might be 
described as the population of school-going age : and if you adopt the 
figures of the 'population of school-going age, then undoubtedly you 
get a better perspective of the advance that has actually been made in 
the sphere of education. Now, Sir, it is rather tantalising and not 
merely tantalising but disheax’tening to anybody to be told, Uh . you 
have increased the percentage of the literate population in the directly 
administered areas from .6 to .7.’’ May I, Sir, appljnng the criterion, 
which I enunciated just now, give other figures ? Tire percentage or 
the school-going age of the poxiulation which is now actually in schooh 
shall we say, in the North-West Fi-ontier Province, is 7 as against .0 
which was the figure quoted the other day and which I say does not 
give us a true perspective of what is happening in these areas. Further. 
I do not think it is altogether fair to pick out an area like Ajmcr- 
Merwara or even the North-West Frontier Province where, after aU 
conditions are not so settled as they are ^ in certain other parts of, the 
country, and where there are numerous difficulties and saj', Here 3 ''ou 
are, this marks the nadir of your achievement but this is what we 
propose to regard as the climax of your achievement.” 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Are conditions unsettled in Ajmer- 
Merwara ? 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I was speaking of the North-West Frontier 
Province, Sir. 

Eai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : But the Honourable Member coupled 
Ajmer-Memvara and the North-West Frontier Prownce together when iie 

spoke. 

Mr. G S. Bajpai: Now let me pur.sue my argument. As 1 fea 3 ^ 
chat argument is not fair,—to single out a particular area and to sa-y 
firil the fi"'iires are not as satisfactor.y as Honourable IMembers opposite 
would wish them to be or as we Avould Avish them to be and to saj- that 
this is really characteristic of all that the Government of India iiove done. 
Whv not mention Coorg ? What is the percentage of the population of 
scaool-ooino- age there in School at the present moment Sixt.A-seAei 
per cent., if that is of any interest to the House. IIoAvcA-er, Sir, as J 
faST I do not Avish to traverse in detail the facts and figures because, ‘‘itlor 
alf’what they represent is the result of the effort made so far. I have myself 
slated in the opening part of my speech that there is no 
or complete satisfaction with the progress made so far. But A\hat ve 
have to do here to-day is to confine ourselves to the t<^rms of 
licsolution moved by my Honourable friend Mr Chatteriee. 
tion falls into three part.s. The firsd part asks the Government of to 

spend more money, or, rather, to make subst^tial grants for 
cf Avomen. The second part is that the Government of India .should 
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found a training college for llie, training of women leaciierh ; and the 
third part is that, thej' should appoint a Connnitteo to e.xiilorc llic po.ssi- 
hilities of how and to what extent progrc.s.s can he made in ivhat lias been 
described as a neglected field. Then there are n series of amendments 
ai-io. Two of them—one moved by Chaudhri Mukhtar Singh and the 
other by Sardar Gulab Singh—relate to primary education. Varioiw 
suggestions have been made. Chaudhri Mukhtar Singh tliinks tliat com- 
jiulsory primary education provides the paniiei'a for all ills, and that all 
the areas directly administered by the Government of Irulia, rcgardle.ss 
of social conditions, regardless of social difTcrences, regardlc•.^.s of .social 
and economic difficultie.s, are ripe for the immediate introduction of 
primary education. Then Sardar Gulab Singh’s amendment also relates 
to primary education because what he .suggested was the multi])tication of 
normal schools. On the other hand, Lain Lnjpat Rai, the llonournblo 
Leader of the Nationalist Party, .said, “ it is not really suflieiem to confine 
our attention to primary education ; we ought to embraee in the scope 
of the actiAitics of the Government of India both primary- ediieaiion and 
colleg’ale education, and we should iiroceed to found a college, which 
Avould be equipped with the varioirs department.s for giving instruction 
in the arts and sciences.’’ "Wo feel. Sir, that if we take the recommenda¬ 
tions or tile proposals made in Mr. Chnllcrjec’s Resolution, the last pro¬ 
posal is in logical si'quonce ; I refer to the proposal to appoint a Committee 
of inquiry ; and the reason for that is this. The other propo.Mils included 
in this Resolution are proposals which indicate the ways and means of 
giving effect to the main ob.iect, which is the promotion of education 
among woiii.M. Now, in the eonr.se of the dolinte to-day on this Rcsolu- 
tica, diver.sii> of opinion has manifc.stcd itself as to the naans and 
melliods to 'oe ciniiloyed in securing this object, in advancing loaarcis this 
goal. My friend, Mr. Joshi, vehemently n^iserted that eo-cdueaiion was 
the only way of getting there. ^ly friend, the Ilonourahlc !Mr. Belvi, 
got up and said, “ No, no, no, that will he a most horrible thing, tliat will 
be subversive of the cheri.shcd traditions of society and of social customs 
in this country.” Then, Sir, my Honourable friend, IMr. Joshi said : 
what you slioiild concentrate on is primary education, and imi merely 
primary education, hut education for the poorer classes. Otlier Members 
got up'and said, in this field of education there ai-e no classes, all sections 
of the community really stand together ; their requirements, theii needs, 
are equal, and you have to treat them all as being on one level, and as 
deserving equally of the solicitude and attention of the State. That, Sir, 
being the po.sition, in other -word-s, thei’e being divensity of oiiinion as to the 
best method which you can adopt for tackling this problem, it semes 
to me tlial Government would lie going as far as it is desiralile at this 
stage to go to consider the third proposition in my friend Mr. Chatter.iee's 
Resolution, namely, the proposal for the appointment'of a committee of 
inquiry. Mr. Joshi is sceptical of tlie value of committees. He says 
committees are a dilatory exiiedient. If you do not wi.sh to get anything 
done.: if you wish definitely to postpone a matter which may he inconveni¬ 
ent or embarrassing, all tljat yon have to do i.s to say. we sliall appoint a 
committee. Thp the Hoiise is momentarily satisfied, the subject pa.sses 
out of’the public view, it is no longer in the popular focus ; years elapse 
and, then, when an opportunity comes, the House jog the memory of 
Government and ask what exactly has Government'been dointr all these 
years. 'Well, I do, not- think, Sir, that with my experience, which is very 
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short, of tlus House, I slioiild be prepared to sub&tautiate the charge that 
the House is neglectful of matters of this character. Last !Se.ssion we had 
a prolonged, an interesting and at times a heated debate over the provision 
of facilities for educating the depressed classes. That va- one aspect of 
the question urged on that occasion. This Session I received notices of 
■various Resolutions ; there was one about the foundation or establishment 
of a wmmen’s college at Dellii ; there ivas the Resolution which ive are 
discussing to-day ; there was another Resolution for giving aid to the 
.^glo-Arabic College. I think,. Sir, that the House is not doing itself 
justice and that Honourable Membei's on the opposite Benches are not 
doing themselves justice in suggesting that they have to leave these 
rnatters entirelj'- to Government and that their solicitude itself is not 
vigilant and active on behalf of the backward communities which are 
directly under the control of the Government of India. So I feel, Sir, 
that this particular charge of Mr. Joshi’s does not stand substantiated. 
"We must eoncentratej as I say, on the suggestion made in the concluding 
proposition of my friend Mr. J. C. Ghatterjee’s Resolution. And before 
1 proceed further, Sir, I should like to make one remark. Mr. Joshi, 
Sir, aptly, I think, drew attention to this one fact, that it is not suffi¬ 
cient, if yon are goihg to explore the question of edneational facilities in 
the areas directly under the Government—it is not sufficient to confine 
your investigation or inquiry to one sex. Yon have really got to extend 
that inquiry to include all sections of the community and both the sexes. 
And that, Sir, is a position which the Government of India wholeheartedly 
accept. 

Now, Sir, to come to the concrete proposal which I wdsh to place 
before the House ; the Government of India have carefully considered the 
whole question of primary education in the areas directly under their 
administration. That consideration. Sir, started, not after the receipt of 
the Resolution which we are discussing to-day, but after the debate which 
was initiated by my Honourable friend Mr. Jayakar last Session on the 
position-of the depressed classes, particularly in regard to education. We 
have consulted the heads of the minor ajlministration—and I should like 
to avail myself of this opportunity to pay a tribute to their Iceen enthu¬ 
siasm for improving the education of the populations committed to their 
care—and with their concurrence the Government of India have decided 
to appoint a committee wdtii the followung terms of reference : To enquire 
into— 

' (a) the existing facilities for primaxy education for boys and 

girls ; 

. (&) the possibility of expansion whether on a voluntary or eom- 

pnlsory basis -svith special regard to the attitude and apti- 

■ tilde of the local population ; and 

- (c) the necessity for providing special facilities for the com- 

miinitj^ generally known as “ untouchables ”, and to make 
. ^ recommendations. 

And not irierely, Sir, have we decided to appoint this committee as soon 
as-the Standing Finance-Committee would agree to give us the neces-sary, 
but ive hav’e also decided that in view of the keen and" laudable interest 
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.sliown by IIononral)b' ,Mi>nibfrs of this Ilniisa in tin's pj-ohlpin flip rom- 
mitlec should include cducidional rsporis find also representatives of this 
House. Wo liiivc not yet. Sir. cou'-idered whiit the per.sfinnel of tin* eom- 
niittco is to be, but I think tlint before I coin|)lete my o.'cphituition of the 
general intention and attitude of Govi-rnnient Avitii regani to Ibis matter, 
I .should .sa}' that we have taken note of tb eroeominemiation*- made in 
the Resolution of my friend Mr. .1. C. t’luitterjee that this eoniniittoe, or 
leather the committee which he recomniemled, and which was to be eon- 
lined only to the investigation of the jirobbun of the eduention of women, 
should include iiroininent women. It is the intention of the Government 
of India that tlii.s (Jommiltce of ln<iuirv should have the hmiefit of the 
service.s and tlie e.\))erienee of .some lady who is intere.sled in ntid con- 
vcKsant with the problem of the education of wonnm. That. Sir, is what 
I have to say in regard to the reeommt'nd.'itions contained in the Kesolti- 
lion Avhich my friend iMr. J. Chatlerjee has moved. 

I now turn to the amendment of the llononrahle Leader of the 
Nationali.sl Party, ivhieh relates to the (■•'lablishment of a lir.st-grade wonum’.*? 
college at .some central jilaee. [irefer.'ihly Delhi. Sir. he made a reference* 
to the hi.storie imjwirtanee of Delhi. J am triad. .Sir, that oeeasion has been 
ofiered by this Ki'snlutinii for Jlonourahie i^Ieiiiber.s opjiositi' to say sonicthing" 
in favour of the Government of Lidia’s Xew (,’npital. If only. Sir, the ad¬ 
mission of a college into tlie fold is snfiieient to satisfy llfmenrahlc ^fem- 
bers opposite and to reconcile them to the loe,ation of the eain'tal of the 
Government of India in Delhi, there ovitrht to he a meed of ^^atisfaetion to 
be derived for what my Honourable friends on tbc other side have 
described as a waste of erores and erores on the creation of an Imperial 
Capital. The difuculty with regard to iny Honourable friend Lain La.ipat 
Rai’s Resolution is this. Altbongli you may treat the education of women, 
whether it is primary education or secondary ednealion or enllegiattr 
education, as part of one avIioIc, yet as iiriietical builders ayc have to 
confine our attention first to the ground work, the foundation—to lay tlic 
foundation right and true and deep, lay it so that it Avill endure—and' 
then proceed to erect or build your suiier.structure thereon. To pursue 
the analogy a little further, Sir, I feel that the college Avhich my Honour¬ 
able friend Avants is really of the nature of a superstructure—jierhaps the- 
second storey to he added to this edifice, and therefore a .stage AA’hich 
Avould come perhaps later in the course of our activities. IIoavca’ci' Sir 
I knoAV that a reply lilte tliat Avould be de.seribed not merely as unduly 
cautious but po.ssibly also nn.syjnpatlietic. And if there is one charge 
Sir, which I am anxious, at least in a matter of this kind, to escape, not' 
merely for my.self but on behalf of the Government of India, it is the- 
charge of lack of sympatlpv So what we propose lo-day in regard to this' 
particular proposal is this. AVe sliali eonsuit the minor administrations 
^mediately. AAe shall a.scertain their vicAvs in regard to this proposal, 
the important thing to hear in mind is tlr's. It is no use eslablishing- 
a college m Delhi, or for that matter in any other central area, unless you 
are sure that from the areas Avhieh arc directly administered bv *the 
Government of India and for AA-hich the GoA*ernincnt of India are 
primarily responsible, that you will attract to this college a sufficient- 
number of students My Honourable friend, Lnla Lajpat Rai, said that 
the colleges in Lahore are croAvded ; that :sectarian colleges make nO* 
^ ppea to certain sections ol the community. They would much rather' 



EDUCATIOiSr OP GUiLS ANO WOMEN IN THE, TERRITORIES ADMINISTERED 1045- 
BY THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. 

be in. an institution where sectarianism of any sort or kind does not 
prevail—a perfectly legilimate aspiration, Sir—and it would be an equally 
legitimate activity on the part of the Government of'India to'meet the 
defieiene 3 % the want of a non-sectarian institution, provided, as I shy/ 
there is sufficient material to justify them in the belief that the college 
vhen built would really attract a sufficient number of students. I will, 
Sir, give an instance to show why ^xe are somewhat sceptical of really 
eliciting admissions sufficient to justify the construction of a first gtade 
college. My Honourable friefid referred in the course of this morning 
to the Lady Hardinge Medical College, the only medical institution of 
its kind in India, that is to say, an institution which is devoted exclusively 
to the education of women ; and I may, Sir, for his information at this 
stage saj^ that this college does not merely confine itself to medical educa-- 
tion, that xve have as a matter of fact attached to it classes, first and 
second year science classes, in order to give the necessary scientific training 
to girls coming to the institution in order to fit them for the pursuit of 
the higher medical course. Now, Sir, this institution do not, if my in¬ 
formation is correct, in the initial stages attract a sufficient number of 
pupils, although it., is recognised, and recognised all over, that one of 
the primary requirements of this country is an adequate supplj^ of trained 
women doctors. However, Sir, as I have said, vm shall inquire from the 
heads of minor administrations as to what they think of this idea and 
if they are in favour of it ; then we propose to take up this question along 
lyith the general question whicli is now receiving the consideration of 
Government, namely, the future of the University of Delhi. I know. Sir," 
that by making that statement I am running the risk of incurring the 
wrath of my friend Mr. Joshi. lie thinks we ought to scrap the University^ 
of Delhi forthwith ; but you cannot scrap the Delhi University 
and bring into being at Dellii a first grade college devoted to the instruc¬ 
tion of women. I believe that the sense of the House is not to scrap 
the University of Delhi, but to see, if the University is to survive and 
endure and to he a model for the Amriou.s universities of India, ivhether 
my friend Lala Lajpat Rai’s idea‘cannot be fitted into the scheme of the 
future and the Avider and the larger UniA'ersity of Delhi. 

Then, Sir, there is just one point, a comparatHely minor point,, 
namely, the proposal to found a Noimial College, a training college. That 
is a point that Ave' put to the heads' of minor administrations, as soon as' 
AA^e receded notice of this Resolution, and Ave Avere informed by the- 
Chief Commissioner, Delhi, by the Chief Commissioner of the North- 
West Frontier ProA'inee, and by the Chief Commissioner of Ajmer- 
MerAvara that at the present moment they do not feel the Avant of a, 
central college which Avould devote itself exclusively to the training of 
AA’Omen teachers ; there are already normal schools and an Anglo-Vernacular 
clas.s is to be added -for the training of Avomen teachers in the North- 
V/est Frontier Province There is a training school in Delhi. In Ajmer- 
MerAvara, as my friend Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda pointed out, there is no 
Government institution imparting this special kind of training at the 
present moment, but there is a recognised private institution AAdiich, 
according to the information that the Chief Commi.s.sioner ha.s furnished 
us, is at the present moment adequate to the requirements of this area. 
But tlie point Avhich I Avish to make is this. You are appointing a com¬ 
mittee with Avide terms of reference. It is being called upon to go into 
the AA’hole question of existing facilities for education for boys as Avell 
for girls, Avhethe'r on a A^oluntaty or compulsory basis, and you are also> 
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asking it to make recommendations. Now, I have no doubt that this com¬ 
mittee will also go into the question of the adequacji- or otherwise of the 
existing facilities for the provision of teachers for these institutions ; and 
of they in their wdsdom consider that it is desirable either to have a central 
training college or to multipl 3 '' the normal training schools, undoubtedly 
the Government of India wall bestoiv upon that recommendation exactly 
the same attention as thej’’ wall upon Die other recommendations of the 
committee. 

That practically brings mj’’ remarks to a close, Sir. I have perhaps 
detained the House longer than I had intended, but I thought it would 
be as well to make as full a statement on this interesting .subject as the 
time at my disposal ivould permit. There is one thing that I would like 
to saySir. I hope that in view' of the announcement that I have made 
and tlie'''bssfirjmces. that I have given, my Honourable friend will see his 
way to withdraw his Resolution. It is not neeessarj' now’ to ]nish that 
Resolution, because, w'hat is of value in the Resolution is the .siiirit and 
not the particular recommendations which he has made. I have made a 
full statement of w'hat the intentions of Government in regard to this 
interesting problem, w'hich is indeed a national problem, are. I have also 
given the assurance that w'e do not propose to postpone our initiative to 
the Greek Kalends but that on the contrary w'e w'ish to proceed with it as 
early as possible. Therefore, Sir, I would appeal to my friend and I would 
also appeal to the House not to press this Resolution, but to rest satisfied w’ith 
the assurance that I have given, and, if I may crave .such a thing from Hon¬ 
ourable Members opposite, to give our initiative their benediction, for I feel, 
Sir, that they ought to accept the assurance from me that it is the liope, as it 
W'ill be, the unfailing endeavour of Government, to the utmost of their 
ability and pow'er, to open w’ider and yet wider the windows of the mind of 
those whose enlightenment is their responsibility. i , . ' 

The Revd. J. O Ohatterjee ; Sir, w'hen the House resumed discussion 
on my Resolution this morning, I had a letter passed on to me by an 
Honourable friend in this House, wdio said that he w'as in entire sjunpathy 
with my Resolution and therefore did not consider it necessarj' to remain 
in the House and wished me good luck. Wlien I looked round, it seemed 
to me that almost everybody seemed to be in sj'mpathy w’ith mj' Resolution 
and that most people seemed likely to follow the example of my Honourable 
friend, so that it seemed as if the subject was going to die a very speedy 
death. I am very glad that did not happen. But, Sir, in an otherwise 
valuable and instructive discussion, there has ‘ been just one source of 
regret to me and that has been the empty state of Benche.s opposite and 
also around me. It is said that if all men talk well of any person oi; of 
any subject one must be sorry for that person or that thing. It seemed 
to me that because everybody sj'mpathised w'itli this Resolution, my cause 
was in danger. • ' '' 

- Sir, a great deal has been said about the apathy of Government to this 
question of the education of girls and w'omen. I hold no brief for Gov¬ 
ernment and in my opening speech, I pointed out that Government had 
not in my humble opinion done quite as much as they might have done for, 
the cause of women’s education. But, as I said then. Sir, I moved this 
Resolution not merely to get something out of Government and not mere¬ 
ly, as it were, to ask them for specific favours, hut I also hoped, that this 
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House would, by the valuable suggestions that they threw out and by the 
enthusiasm they showed, give a lead, a moral lead, to the whole country ; 
and I still believe. Sir, that it is not the Government who alone can edu¬ 
cate or help us to educate the women and girls of this country, but that a 
great deal must be done in this matter by private effort, and, thej-efore, 
I have refrained from putting all the blame on the Government. I believe, 
.as my Honourable friend, Sardar Gulab Singh, has said, that “ ihe hand 
that rocks the cradle rules the world ”. If that is true, and I believe it 
is true, surely it is the duty of everyone, not only of Government but of 
the people of this land, to do their best to train that hand that is going 
to rule our country. It is speeialJj’' neeessarj’^ when we are trying to give 
the vote to women and to obtain self-government. I believe the best pre¬ 
paration for self-government is to train and educate our .women,'=aiid. I be¬ 
lieve the assistance of the people of the country ' is necessary, and 
therefore I would have been niueh happier if the Benche.s opposite had 
supported this Besolution by their valuable suggestions, instead of so 
many Honourable gentlemen opt>osite absenting tiiemselves simply be¬ 
cause they sjunpathised with this Resolution. 

Now, Sir, I shall take a very .short time of the House in saying what 
I feel about the amendments that have been put forward and about what 
my Honourable friend the Education Secretary has said in his most 
eloquent and-most sympathetic speech. (Loud cheers.) As regards the 
amendment of Chaudhri hlukhtar Singh, that I believe only seeks to 
•describe in detail what is already contained in the first part of m 3 ’’ Resolu- 
lion. He .says, make primary education for girls eompulsor 3 L I have 
asked Government to give us mones'^ or an increased grant for the further¬ 
ance of education of women and girls in centrally _ administered lerri- 
’ tories. If piat mone}'^ is forthcoming—and I hope it will be, after the 
Honourable'Member’s sympathetic speech—then what are we going to use 
that mone 3 ' for ? The first thing required is primary compulsory educa¬ 
tion. I agree rvith my Honourable fx'iend, though I can not ask that from 
the nest da}^, education must be made compulsory in all centi*all 3 ’ 
.administered teri'itories. I do not maintain tliat ; but when we get the 
money, that will be one of the first things that we ivill do. No Resolution 
•can embrace within its short scope all the details of a subject. Nothing 
would I 3 G gained, by incorporating such jimcndments within the terms oi 
this Resolution. With regard to normal schools I used the term “ train¬ 
ing college ” in a very wide sense, not only as a training' college for 
graduatc-°teachers, but also as including teachers for village schools, or 
teachers trained in normal .schools. That, I submit, is included within the 
scope of that Resolution. 

As for the amendment moved by my Honourable friend, the Leader 
of the Nationalist Party, the .sugge-stion that there should be a first grade 
women’s college in centrally administered areas, preferably Delhi, and 
that the college should contain facilities for the teaching of j^irts and 
Sciences as well as for training teachers, I am in complete .simipathy with 
his sugge.stion. But I do not agree with my Honourable and gallant 

friend, Sir Ilari Singh Gour- {Several Honourable 21embers-. “How is he 

gallant ? ”) He is a Knight (Loud laughter and cheers). I do not 
ugree with my Honourable friend that students will not be forthcoming 
..for the women ?.s college, or for high and secondary schools. I do not 
entertain the .same fear, but say that if a college were established in Delhi— 
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and 1 do'hope the Governmenl of "'ill see the wisdom of estni)lishiii<; 
such a eolloge—Ihofe A\jll l)c 7)o diliicnily 171 fiUinfj it. T have been 571 
edueai307ial Avork in Delhi foi-'lhc past 20 years, a7id I ean cl/iini fo know 
the state of things in the city and i-ound about, so tliat 1 can assni'e yon 
that if such a college Avore now estsiblished tljeix- will be enough girls from 
Delhi itself and places round about to till it. hi Delhi alone there are 
three high .schools foi gii'ls. Of course 7iot one 6f them is at ]irose7it run 
by GoA'crnmenl, but tbey tlitniisolves will snpjily a good 7nany slndents 
ior"a college. 

I believe it is tbe duty of the Central Government to give t!ie lead to 
• other administrations. H lliey (‘.slnblish a til's! grade girls’ eollege it will 
attract women fi-om all parts of the country, and csiiooially if it has a 
teachers’ training depai-tmont, it will attract girls from all over tiic country 
to be tiTtined there. 1 must .say that ] am rather siii’iirised that my friend 
‘the fidneation .Secretary stated that the Lady Jlardinge College sudVred 
fi-oin a lack of students. 1 am in fairly close toueli with that cfillego Jind find 
that gii'ks ai’e I'ofused admission hccaiise it has been found that there is 
not enougli room for them. I maintain timt there ai'e several gilds who lonir 
and desire to go to that college and are jn'cvenled from doing .so bccaii.so an 
adequate nninbor of scholar.ships are not provided, jbit if yon ivill only 
■ give the inoncy and provide adequate scholarships for stndenf.s in the 
.Lady llarclinge College, it vill be absolutely crowded out and nobody ^v^U 
be able to complain that there arc not a .suffieiont number of scholars 
forthcoming. 

It has been said by various IMcmbcrs that wlial is rcipiired is that a 
special effort be made to eneoiumge Avomen’s education. The_veii''nn Avhy 
AAmmen teachers are not forthcoming is bocinisc GoA'crnment Avill not make 
it easA' for Avomen to go to a training college. F'rnm my cxjierienee J 
endorse that opinion. I do not Avant to lay more iilame on the Govmm- 
ment, but I do say that Avomen tcaclior.s iniist be encouraged. In fact 
there ought to be every facility given in tlie Avay of .sciiolaiAsbips. 

One more point is tliat we have A’arions measures of social reform 
before this IIousc. My Ilonourablc friend, Sir Ilari Singh Gour. ha.s 
brought in scAmral measures for social 3:oform, but his mind at present is 
_ too full of mari’iage and diAmrce. and it is A'cry diffienli for him to give his 
attention to edueation pure and simple. He has maintained that, unless 
you pass these various social measures, you Avill not he able to get any 
'progress in social affairs. He told ns a little .story, that whenever he has 
Ausited a high school some hoarA^'-headed gentleman has Avalkcd in and said 
that he Avanted to,take his girl aAvay as he had to marry her. TVlio sent 
that hoary-headed gentleman into that high school 1 Probably some 
hoary-lieaded lady behind the Avails of tbe purdah, who, beec‘U 7 se she 
did not receive the benefits of education, had forced that hoary-headed 
gentlemaAi to go to the school and take his daughter awav. Pirst educate 
onr Avomen and girls and then there Avill be no need for these Bills on 
marriage and divorce and other things, because our girls Avill take care 
of tliemselA'es, and that at any rate is the first thing. Let us have educa¬ 
tion first,and then other things. 

- -ttrA • t!' that the House is very anxious to proceed to the next subject 

76 undoubtedly AVill proAude many more thrills than the tame subject 



.BBUCATION OF. GIRLS AND .WOMEN IN THE TERRITORIES ADMINISTERED 1049 
BY THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. 

of women’s eclneation. >1 therefore doi notudesire to dejmive the-House 
-■‘('Cries of “jGo on/ go>on ”) of enjojdng' those thrills. But," Sir,'I would 
conclude my remarks by saying this—(“dries of Go, go on ”) I can 
go on till closing time it } ou reallj desire, but I shall spare you. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is probably aware of the 
Standing Orders. 

. The;P.evd 'J,'0. Chatterjee : May I have two minutes'niorc. Sir ? 

nMr.‘President : How can he ^ He has taken more than 15 minutes. 

The Eevd. J. C. Chatterjee : I only want two more minutes, Sir. My 
Honourable-friend the Education Seei'etaiy has asked me to withdraw 
this' Resolution. ' ' . - . ., ^ 

Mr. President ; Is the Honourable Member* going to withdraw his Re¬ 
solution after making a long speech ? If he wanted to withdraw, he 
should have begun by making the motion to that effect. 

The Eevd. J C. Chatterjee : Prom what my, Honourable friend has 
stated, I have abundant belief in his good intentions and in the good in¬ 
tentions of the Government whiteh he adorns, and he has ag"fehd;''Sir, to 
what I believe is the spirit of my Resolution. He has promised a- Com¬ 
mittee which will go into these matters, and as he has also promised to 
. consider sympatheticalli'' the question of the establishment of a women’s 
college, all I desire to ask him is if he is also prepared to giye us another 
as.suranee, v^s., if he ivill be prepared in territories like Delhi,*where'the 
Municipality is asking-daily for compulsory education, to go little fur¬ 
ther and promise that if this report is delayed—and I quite see. Sir, that 
' Goveimment move slowlj^ and that reports take long in preparation—I want 
to ask him. Sir, Avhether he will be prepared; if definite proposals are put 
forward in the eonrse of a fewaveeks or a feAv months fur thedntrodnction 
^ of free compulsory education for girls in the Delhi province and for a 
more suitable trainiugjscho'ol for Avomen teachers, to act on those proposals 
before that report is ready for publication. I can testify from personal 
experience that GoA’^ernment haA''e done their best to give effect to Mr. 
Jayakar’s Resolution on the deijressed classes, and I am quite prepared to 
withdraAV my Resolution, AAUth’your permission, and with the permission 
of the House, if the'^Honourabl'e the Education Secretary is prepared to 
give me that a.ssurance. ‘ ' < 

Mr, Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Dmision : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : After wasting so much time ? 

Mr. President : The question is : 

‘ ‘ That for the v ords from ‘ for fhe furtheraneo of ’ to the Avords ‘ training of 
women teachers ’ the follo^ring be substituted : 

‘ for prowding free and compulsory* primary education of girls bctiveen the ages 
of 6 and 11 in the centrally administered territories as early as possible 
and as a first stop to that end to establish at once a sufficient number of 
women teachers’ training schools in that area 

(After the President had put the question and collected the “ Ayes ’’ 
and “ Noes ”.) “ . 

The Revd. J. 0. Chatterjee ; I AVould like to Avithdraw the Resolution,. 

Sir. 

Mr. Amaf Nath Dutt : After two days’ waste of time ? 



1050 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 


[18th Sept. 1928, 


Mr. President : The Honourable Member sought to gel some further 
assurance from the Education Secretary and now at this stage he wanted 
to withdraw tbe Eesolution. 

The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee : 1 asked iiermission to withdraw before 
the question was put, Sir. 

Mr. President ; Is it right ? He wanted an assurance from the 
Education Secretary whicli he failed to get and now, at this stage Avhen 
the question was put, and “ Ayes *’ and “ Noes ’’ had been received, the 
Honourable Member wished to withdraw his Resolution. But lie also 
ought to know that he cannot withdraw the Resolution so long as amend¬ 
ments are in his way. No Resolution can be withdrawn unless the amend¬ 
ments are out of the way. They must either be witlidrawn or de¬ 
feated. 

The Ayes have it. 

The motion was adopted. 

Lala Lajpat Rai ; I\Ia 3 ’^ I withdraw mj^ amendment. Sir ? 

Mr. President ; As the fir.st amendment is carried, all other amend¬ 
ments fall. T do not know how A'onr amendment can now tit in witli the 
amended Resolution. If the Honourable IMember can .satisfy me, 
I am prepared to allow him. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Mr. Ohatterjee’s Resolution is gone. 

Mr. President : No. I am going to put the amended Resolution to 
the House. The question is : 

“ That the following Eesolution, as aineiulcrt, he adopted : 

‘ This As.scnibly reeoiiiniends to the Governor Geiicr.al in Council that he be 
l)leascd to sanction a substantial grant, capital as well ns rccxirring, for providing free 
and coiiipulsory priiaarv education of girls bchcccu the ages of C and 11 in the centrally 
administered territories as early as possible and as a first step to that cud to est.ablish 
at once a sufficient number of women teachers’ training schools in tliat area. 

This Assembly further recommends that a competent Committee, including promi- 
nnnt women, be a 2 )pointed to go into the subject and to make a report ” 

The Revd. J. C. Ohatterjee : I ask jmuv permission now, Sir, to with¬ 
draw. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : It is not ymur Resolution. 

An Honourable Member : That is a tcchnicardifficulty. 

'Mr. President : The Honourable Member was not fortunate enough 
to defeat the amendment. 

The question is that that Resolution, as amended, he adopted. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr.'President'; To-morrow I understand the Select Committee on the 
Public Safety Bill meets and therefore this House will not sit. 

' The House stands adjourned -till Thursday moi’riing afll o’clock. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 20th September! 1928. ' ■ ' . • . 
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^ The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Payment of Compensation to Telegraphists and Telegraph Delivery 
Peons for Extra Work on Sundays and Holidays. 

670. *Mr. N. M, Joshi : Are Government aware that during a period 
of 30 years service, telegraphists and delivery peons render almost T 
years more of service than employees in the administrative offices, by 
reason of the denial to them of all Government holidays, half holidays 
or even Sundays ? And if so, what compensation do these employees 
receive at the hands of the Goveimment for the extra service rendered ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters ; The condition of service in 
the case of telegraphists and telegraph delivery iieons is such that they 
are required to perform a short duty on Sundays and holidays. This is a 
factor which has not been lost sight of in fixing their scale of pay. More¬ 
over, these ofileials are treated liberally in the matter of casual leave. 
The question of paying them any compensation does not arise. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I know -whether it is not a fact that they lose 
leave which others enjoy ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : I think, Sir, that I explained 
that in my answer. The conditions of telegraph work is such that some 
telegraphic work must be done on Sundays and holidays in the interests 
of the public. The men who perform this extra short duty are given- 
extra casual leave and their pay is regulated in consideration of the total 
work they do. 

Military Pensioners in Chittagong. 

671. *Mr. Anwar-ul-Azdm : Will Government be pleased to state how 
many military pensioners there are in Chittagong ? Do Government propose 
to take steps to send these pensions by money order when they are below- 
Bs. 20 1 

Mr, G, M. Young : Military pensions at Chittagong are disbursed by 
the Treasury Officer. The Officer is under the Local Government to whom 
a copy of the Honourable Member’s question and this answer will be 
communicated. 

IWOBEASEIN THE PERCENTAGE OF MuSSALMANS EMPLOYED IN CERTAIN OFFICES. 

672. •Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of Superintendents, Head clerks and clerks in the offices of the 
(i) Controller of Inspections, (iY) Controller of Purchase, Calcutta Circle, 
(w) Controller of Patents, (iv) Chief Inspector of Explosives and 

( 1051 } 


L145LA 


A 



1062 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[20x11 Seit. 1928* 


(v) Director General, Coinmorcial Intelligence and Statistics, and .state 
tlie number of Mns.salmans in the above ofdec.s in each cadre ? 

(6) If the percentage of Mus.salmnns falls bclo\Y the number prescribed 
bj' the Home Department, Avhat .steps have been taken by Government to 
increase the percentage of Mussalmans ? 

(e) Is it a fact that there is only one Moslem Inspector out of 25 
Inspectors and Examiners in the office of the Controller of Purchase t 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (a) The information asked 
for is being collected and will be supplied to the Ilonourablc Member. 

(5) There is no pre.scribed number of Mussalmans for these or other 
offices. 

(o) As the Controller of Purchase, Calcutta Circle, has no Examiners 
under him, it is presumed that the question refers to the Office of the 
Controller of Inspection, Calcutta Circle. Out of 14 Examiners and 13 
Inspectors at present employed in the latter Office, only one Examiner 
i.s a Moslem. 

Class, Number and Horse-Power op Locomotives owned by, ordered 

OR UNDER Construction in Railway Workshops for State and Com¬ 
pany-managed Railways. " . . 

673. ^Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will Government be 
pleased to state the class, number and horse-power of locomotives : 

(o) owned by, 

(b) under order with manufacturers for, 

(c) under construction by railway worksliops or other Slate-owned 

factories and other engineering concerns in India for ; 

(i) State-managed Railways, and 
(«) Company-managed Railways ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) I would refer the Honourable Member 
to ])ages 77. 163 and 164 of the Report by the Railway Board on Indian 
Railways for 1926-27, which gives the information available including the 
tractive effort of locomotives on Class I Railways. Locomotives are 
rated by tractive effort and not by horse-power. 

(h) The Honourable Member will find the number and tj’-pes of 
locomotives wdiich it wms proposed to order for each Railway either 
State-managed or Company-managed, in the pink books which were 
circulated with the Budget. I am unable to say whether in all cases 
orders have as yet actually been placed. 

(c) Locomotives are only at present manufactured in India at the 
Ajmer Avorkshops. The locomotives which it Avas proposed io manu¬ 
facture there in the current year Avere 15. ■ 

Present Length of Railavay Lines in India and under Construction in 
State and Company-managed Ralavays. 

- 6T4. ’‘■Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will Government be 

pleased to state the present length of raihvay lines in India and that under 
construction, broad gauge, metre gauge and narrow gauge in 

(a) State-managed Railways, and 

(b) Company-managed Railways ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am sending the Honourable Member a state¬ 
ment giving the information he requires. 

Annual Consumption op Coal in Tons by State and Company-managed 

Railways. 

676. *Lieutenant-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will Government he 
pleased to state the annual coal consumption in tons by 

(a) State-managed Railways, and 
(&) Company-managed Railways, 
taking the average of the past three years ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I would refer the Honourable Member to 
statement 27 (a) and to statement 36 in Volume II of the Report's by 
the Railway Board on Indian Railways. 

NutiBEB, OP Muhammadan Doctors in Dispensaries in the Outlying 

Suburbs of Delhi, etc. 

676. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Is it a fact that in dis¬ 
pensaries in the outlying suburbs of Delhi the number of Sluhammadan 
doctors is only one out of four ? 

(i) Is it a fact that there are 26 Sub-Assistant Surgeons in Delhi 
Province out of whom there are only 6 Muhammadans ? 

Period for which Sub-Assistant Surgeons hold Charge op Dispen¬ 
saries IN Delhi. 

677. ' *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub.: (a) Is it a fact that one Bhai 
Naurang Singh, Sub-Assistant Surgeon, LaU-Kunwan Dispensary, Delhi, 
is in Delhi Province since August 1912 ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the son of Bhai Naurang Singh, Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon, was reading in the school at the time of the Chinese murder case 
in 1921-22 ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Bhai Naurang Singh’s son and nephew were both 
residing with him in the same quarter ? 

(d) Is it a fact that both the persons, son and nephew of Bhai 
Naurang Singh, were arrested and made approvers in the above Chinese 
murder ease ? 

(e) Is it a fact that looted property, China sillc cloth pieces, were 
recovered from the house of Bhai Naurang Singh, Sub-Assistant Surgeon, 
during the course of the investigation v 

(/) Is it a fact that said Bhai Naurang Singh, Sub-Assistant Surgeon, 
was transferred several times, but his orders of transfer were anyhow 
Ijostponed and cancelled ? 

(ff) Is it a fact that according to the Punjab Medical Manual a Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon cannot hold charge of anj’- dispensary for more than five 
j’ears, ? , 

(h) Is it a fact that Bhai Naurang Singh, Sub-Assistant Surgeon, is 
holding charge of the Lall-KnnAvan Dispensary for more than five years 

L145IjA a2 
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and the same is ilie case Avith the xindcnnentioned Sub-Assistant Sur¬ 
geons : 

(1) Tulslii Ram, Ijaboralory, New Capital, since nine years, 

(2) Bhagat Ram, Now Dollii Combined Hospital, .since nine ycjirs'. 

(3) Bhagat Samp, Indoor Department, Civil Hospital, Delhi, since 

seven years'. 

If so, will the. Government be pleased to .stale whether the aiifhorificH 
concerned acted in contravention of the rules laid down in the Punjab 
Medieal Idamial and what step.s they would like to fake to rectify such 
irregularities ? 


Number or Muiiam.madan Assistant Surgeons in the Delhi Province, 

ETC. 


678. "Manlvi Miihanunad Yakub : (a) Is it a fact that there is only 
pne Muhammadan A.ssi.stanf Surgeon in DelJii Province, out of the four 
Indian A.ssistant Surgeons ? 


(h) Is it a fact that Doctor-s Muknnd Ball, Dwarkn Dish, and Par- 
meshari Dass, Assistant Surgeons, are Kaisth by caste and arc either resi¬ 
dents of Delhi, or liavc family conneotions in Delhi City ? i 

(c) Do Government propose to transfer them from Delhi to some other 
district in the piUoIic intero.its ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : With your permi.ssion I .shall nn.swcr 
676, G77 and 678 togctlier. The nccc.ssary information has been caueu 
for from the Chief Oommissionei*, Delhi, and will be suppbet to 
Honourable ]\Iembcr on receipt. 


Report op the Indian State.s Committee. 

K. O. Neogy ; (o) Will Government be pleased to state 


.vhetlfer tlmmport of ?ho Sdian kales Committee will be submitted to the 
Government of India or the Secretary of State ? 

(h) Will the said report be available to the public ? 

tc) In so far a.s the Committee are required to investigate the claims 
-f the States to a share of British Indian taxation, and a voice in the 
determination of the fiscal policy of British India; will their recommenda¬ 
tions at least on these points, be placed before thi.s House for considera¬ 


tion ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Sir Denys Bray who is still confined 
to bed has request'ed me to .answer this and other questions relating to 
his Deiiartment in his place. ' 


■ (®) The point is under examination and a reply "will be sent to the 
Honorable Member in due course. 

(6) and (lo). The Government of India are not at present in a posi¬ 
tion to make any statement-on these points. 

H80*-685*. ^ ^ 

-these questions, see at the,end of the list of starred questions for the day. 
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Introduction of the Crew System on the different State Railways. 

686 . *Mr. Muhammad Rafique : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state w'hen the Crew System was -introduced'on the different State- 
owned Railways ? 

(i) Was this system meant to replace the tick'et checking system 
previously in force ? 

(<>) Is it a fact that the Crew System is a preventive measure for 
illicit travelling w'hile the Travelling Ticket Inspectors were for the 
pufpose of detection only ? 

Mr. A. A. Paj’so’ns : (a) The Crew System was introduced on the 
Howrah-Asansol Section of the East Indian Raihvay in August 1926, and 
extended over the complete length of the Howrah Division including a 
small portion of the Asansol Division from 1st April 1927. It was then 
introduced on the Lucknow Division on 1st May 1927. It ivas further 
extended on the Asansol-Moghal Serai Section excluding branches from 
1st April 1928 It was introduced on certain sections of_ the Eastern 
Bengal Railway on the 15th October 1927. On the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway it was introduced on the Manmad Division from 1st April 
1927. ; 

(6) and (p). 'Tes. 

Number of Travelling Ticket Inspectors in the East Indian Railway 

BEFORE and AFTER THE INTRODUCTION OF THE CrEW SySTEM, ETC, 

687. *Mr. Muhammad Raflque ; (a) Will the Government he pleased 
to state the number of Travelling Ticket Inspectors at present ’on the 
East Indian Railway and before the Crew System was introduced ? 

(5) What is the grade of a Travelling Ticket Inspector, and what is 
the grade of a Crew, Crew-in-charge, Assistant Crew Inspector and 
Grew Inspector ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a TraveUing Ticket Inspector draws or used to 
draw mileage allowance before the Crew System was introduced ? 

(d) Is it a fact that this mileage allowance forms a part ^ his pay 
as 2.5 per cent, of this mileage allowance is deducted for Provident 

Eund 1 

(e) What is the difference between mileage allowance and travelling 
allowance ? 

(/) Is 25 per cent, of the travelling allowance also deducted for 
Provident Fund ? 

Mr A A L. Parsons : (o) The latest date for which figures are 
available is March 1928, when there were 96 TraveUing Ticket Inspectors 
on the East Indian Railway. 

The number of such Inspectors before the Crew System was intro¬ 
duced was 166. 

(T)) The grades are as follows : . _ 

Head Travelling Ticket Inspector Gr. I—^Rs. '220—^20—300. 

' ' Travelling Ticket Inspector Gr. II-r-Rs. 130—10—200. , 

' * Travelling Ticket Inspector Gr. Ill—Rs.' 60— '4 —64—8—120. 
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Crewmen Gr. ‘ A ’—Hs. 30. 

; Crewmen Gr. ' B ’—Bs. 40. 

Crowmen-in-cliarfrc Gr. A—^Bs. GO-—.5—^70. 

Crewmon-in-chnrpc Gr. B—Bs. 80—5—90. 

Jnspeelor—Bs. 7.5—5—12.5. 

Crew In.spector Gr. A—B.s. 300—10—200, 

(c) Yes. 

(<?) Yes. 

(cl Mileage allowance is (re.ntcd ns pay for iJic piirijo^e of enleulating* 
Provident Fund and leave allowance.s ; travelling alloxrnnce doe*, not form 
part of pay for this purpose. 

(/) No. 


Number of Crewmen. CREW.Mi:N-iK-CnARGE, AssrsTANx Crew iNsrECXOBS 
AND Crew Inspectors E^tp^o^’^^D on t»e Ka.st Indian Bajeway. 

688 . •Mr. Muhammad Rafiquc : (a) How many Crewmen. Crew- 
men-in-charge, Assistant Crew Inspt“clor.s and Crew Inspectors are there on 
the East Indian Railway 7 


(h) How manj* Travelling Ticket Insjiectoi'.s arc made (7re.winen, Crew- 
meu-in-charge, Assi.stant Crew Inspectors and (trow Inspectors f 

Mr. A. A. L, Parsons : (n) In April 1928 the nnmhors wore BS 


follows : 

Crewmen .. .. .. .. 3,132 

Crewmen-in-Charge .. ., .. 17G 

Assistant Inspectors .. ,. .. 50 

Sub-Inspcctors .. .. .. 3 

Chief Inspectors .. .. .. 3 


(It) Government are not atvare of the exact numbers and doubt if 
any msefnl pnrpo.se would he sciwed by calling for the information. 


Promotion of Travelling Ticket Inspectors to Crewmen, Crew'men-in- 
Charge and Assistant Crew Inspectors. 

689. '^^Mr. Muhammad Rafique : (o) Is it a fact that some Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors of long service have been made Crew'mon. Crewmen-in- 
charge and Assistant Cretv Inspectors ? 

(b) Is it a fact that some Travelling Ticket Inspectors, though draw¬ 
ing their nsual salaries, have been put into a much lower grade and are 
subordinate to those tvho receive less pay * 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(h) A fetv have been so treated. 


Rules framed in Connection with the Crew Systam on'theEast Indian 

Railway. 

^ fact that, a meeting of 
officials of East Indian Railway which included the Chief Operating Super- 
mtendent, Director of Finance (Railway Board), Deputy Agent and others 
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was.held to consider some .questions and to frame some rules in connection 
with the Crew System on the 3rd of May 1927. ?, - . , , . 

- (h), Were the rules framed; and suggestions made by these''of5cia]6 

approved by the.Agent, East Indian Railway, and the Railwa 3 ’''Board,? : 

:(c) Will the Government bepleased to lay-on the table a copy of .the, 
minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd May 1927 or lay on the table a 
copy of the rxiles framed at that meeting ? ‘ . 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : (a) Yes ; a meeting of departniental ofScers 
was held to consider certain questjons connected with the working of the 
Chew System. 

(h) No rules were framed, but the orders of the Agent, East Indian 
Railway, and of the Railway Board were taken where necessary. - . 

(c) The meeting was purely a departmental meeting, and Govern¬ 
ment do not propose to lay copies of minutes on the table. No rules were 
framed at. the meeting. . . ; 


Pav op Tkaveiling Ticket Inspectors on the.East Indian Railway. 

V 691. *Mr. Muhammad Rafique : (a) Was it mentioned in the rules 
framed at the meeting of officials held on the 3rd May 1927, that- the 
Travelling Ticket Inspectors and Deputy Inspectors of the Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors taken over by the Operating Department, lyill be placed 
in suitable appointments on the new scale recently sanctioned for tne 
Operating Department by the Agent, and that they will draw the pay they, 
used to draw in the Accounts Department plus average mileage ? Was it 
also stated that the average mileage would be calculated on the mimage 
actualh' drawn for a period of 12-months prior to transfer to the Grew 
Svstem, and that the dilferenee between the pay thus arrived at after taking 
average mileage into consideration and the maximum of the grade in ^he. 
Operating Department in which they are placed, would be observed in 

future increments ? 

(h) Will Government kindly state if effect has been given_to these 
Resolutions, and if so, how many cases have been dealt with accordingly . 

(c) How many Travelling Ticket Inspectors are now under the 
Operating Department ? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : (a) and (b). The Honourable Member s ques¬ 
tion appears to he based on the record of a departmental meeting coi^ 
tained in a file in either the Railway Board’s or the Agent s office, and 
I regret that I am unable to make any statement with regard to sucb a 
record'which is a privileged document;. !• shall, however, be obliged it 
the -Honourable Member will kindly let me Iniow how the information, 
came into his possession.- - ■ ' 

(c) I am making enquiries and will let the Honourable Member know 
the number later. 

Appeal made by the Travelling Ticket Inspectors of the East Indian 

Railway TO the Divisional Superintendent, Crews, Dinapde. 

692. *Mr. Muhammad Rafique : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
-to state if any appeal by the Trayeliing Ticket Inspectors was made to ths 
Divisional Superintendent, . Crews;' Dinapur ? ' 
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' '(6) is it a fact that a reply on the following lines wius received 

by the Travelling Ticket Inspectors from the Operating Department m 
ictter No. 40-O.D.|Crew, dated 7th August 1928 ; “ The memorialists do 
not in any way suffer any monetary loss by being in the Crow Sy.stcm. 
it is purely an act of grace that these men are being retained and paid 
high salary though utilised for aiipointmenls which are only wortlj between 
Jys. 50 and Ks. 60. Taking a strict view.perhaps the correct procedure 
would, have been to dispense with the services of these men or offer them 
poks on loAver pay ” ? - ‘ ‘ . 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
the length of services of tliese Travelling Ticket Inspectors ? 

^ (d) Will Government be, pleased to state the name pf the ofTteer ,\vliO 

sent this letter, his grade,' and the period ho lias been posted on the 
grade ? 

' (c) Is it the intention of the Government to dismiss the Travelling 

Ticket Inspectors who have served for a long period by utilising them for 
louver grade appointments ? 

'Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a), (h), («) and (d). Government have no 
loiowledge of the facts and regret that the}’ cannot undertake to enquire 
into cases of individual officials which are entirely within the competence 
of the Agent. 

. I would also point out to the Honourable Member with reference to 
part (p) of his question that a ti’ansfer of an employee to another post is 
not a dismissal. 

Employment on Lower Salaries in the Crew System op Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors of the East Indian Railway. 

693. ‘‘Mr. Muhammad Rafique ; (a) Is it a fact that on page 42 of 
the Report on “ Experimental Working of Crews System ” by the Chief 
Operating Superintendent it is mentioned “ There is no class of employees 
under the Crew System wliose duties and responsibilities could he held as 
equivalent as those of Travelling Ticket Inspectors ” ? 

(I?) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the rea.sons 
that these Travelling Ticket Ins])ectors are employed for lower salaried 
work in the Crew System ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Travelling Ticket Inspectors have to pass 
some examinations before they are appointed ? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : (a) Yes. Incidentally I wish to observe that, 
the Honourable Member is quoting from a purely departmental docu¬ 
ment, tlie contents of which have not been published, anci I sliall be very 
grateful +o him if he Avill let me know how it came into his possession. 

(6) In order to provide other posts for men who would'otherwise 
have to he discharged from the service. 

(lo) I believe this to be so. - • , 

Promotion of Subordinates to Superior Appointments on the Great. 

Indian Peninsula Railway. . - . 

!, 694. , *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a). How many subordinates were acting, as 
officers on the Great Indiap Peninsula L^^i,l>vay^vllen iMr. Parsons .in’reply 
to ihy‘question in the'last Session garq^he/a^ssufahee that .tlie,confirmation'/ 
of subordinates was dependent' on permane'ht'vacancies occurring f ' 
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1.' - How many vacancies occurred since and how ‘ were' they filled 

! .(c) -"What is the present percentage of the subordinates promoted 

to the superior establishmenl. to the total number of gazetted officers recruit¬ 
ed in India and in England on the Great Indian Peninsula Kailway ? 

Mr:"A. A. L. Parsons : (a) 35. 

(i) 13. Of these 2 ivere filled by the Secretary of State, 9 by direct 
recruitment in India, 1 by promotion from the subordinate grades, and 1 
will shortly be filled by similar promotion. 

(■f) Tile total cadre’ of the ’superior ofificei's on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Eaihvay is 249, and 3’have been promoted from the subordinate 
grades. - 

Term oe Probation for the Training Course of Probationers appointed 

TO THE Transportation and Commercial Departments op the Great 
' ■ • Indian Peninsula Kail way. 

696. *Mr. N. M. Joshi ; (a) What is the term of probation fisedTor 
the training conrse of probationers appointed to the transportation and 
commercial sertic'es of the Great Indian P<>ninsula Railway ? . 

(&) Are these probationers after their training is finished entitled 
to confirmation in permanent vacancies in preference to the subordinates 
with approved service who are fully qualified for confirmation and who 
have been aivaiting confirmation for many years ? 

(c) Are Government aware of these probationers having been 
confirmed in permanent vacancies much earlier than the period of their 
probation ? 

(d) What wiU be the status and the pay of subordinates who have 
been acting for several years? Should they have to revert to their sub¬ 
stantive posts either for proceeding on privilege leave or for a temporary 
leave vacancy not being available ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : -(a) Three years. 

(i) Probationers have no pre.scriptivc right to confirmation in perma¬ 
nent vacancies and their existence in no way interferes with the rule that 
20 per cent, of the vacancies open to persons of Asiatic domicile will be 
filled by the promotion of subordinates. 

(,c) No 

(d) If a subordinate on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway is 
reverted from u superior po.st to his substantive post he then draws the 
pav of the latter post. At* present when such a subordinate goes on 
lea^’n after officiating in a superior post, his leave pay is regulated by the 
ray'bf his' substantive post, but the question of altering this rule is being 
considered. 

Present Scale of Pay of the Tickef-printiNg Staff attached to the 
- 'Office of the Chief Auditor, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

fi96. ^Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state ,, , . 

,.i5j-.ihLprfi5£ntA£aJe„Q£.pay of.Jthe„tic]cet.prin.ting 43tafif attached -to 
the Chief Auditor’s Office : 
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’(&) is it a fact that a • reply on the following lines was "received 
by the Travelling Ticket Inspectors from the Operating Department in 
letter No. 40-O.D.lCrew, dated 7th August 1928 : “ The memorialists do 
not in any way suffer any monetary loss by being in the Crew System. 
Jt is purely an act of grace that these men are being retained and paid 
high salary though utilised for appointments wliich are only wortli between 
JEvs. 50 and Rs. 60. Taking a strict view,perhaps the correct procedure 
would have been to dispense with the services of these men or offer-them 
posts on lower pa 3 ’’ ” ? ' ' . ' , 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
the length of services of tliese Travelling Ticket Inspectors ? 

’ (d) Will Government be pleased to state tlie name 9 ! the officer ,who 

.sent this letter, his grade,' and the period he has been po.s'ted on the 
grade ? 

^ (e) Is it the intention of the Government to dismiss the Travelling 

Ticket Inspectors who have served for a long period by utilising them for 
lo'srer grade appointments ? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : (a), (h), (c) and (d). Goveimment have no 
Icnowledge of the facts and regret that thoj^ cannot undertake to enquire 
into eases of individual officials which are entdrelj' within the competence 
of the Agent. 

f r would also point out to the Honourable Member with reference to 
part ’(e) of his question that a transfer of an emploj’^ee to another post is 
not a dismissal. ' 

Employment on Lower Salaries in the Crew System op Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors of the East Indian Railway. 

693 "Mr. Muhammad Rafique : (a) Is it a fact that on page 42 of 
the Report on “ Experimental Working of Crews System ” b.y the Chief 
Operating Superintendent it is mentioned “ There is no class of employees 
under the Crew Sy.stem whose duties and responsibilities could be held as 
equivalent as those of Travelling Ticket Inspectors ” ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
that these Travelling Ticket Inspectors are employed for lover salaried 
work in the CreAV System ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Travelling Ticket Inspectors have to pa.ss 
some examinations before thej^ are apj>oiDted ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. Ineidentally I wish to observe that 
the HonO(iral)le Member is quoting from a purelj'^ departmental docu¬ 
ment. the contents of which have not been publi.shed, and I shall be verj’"- 
gratefnl to him if he will let me know how it come into his possession. 

(b) In order to provide other posts for men who would otherwise 1 
have to be discharged from the service. 

(ic) I believe this to be so. - j 

Promotion op Subordinates to Superior Appointments on the Great. 

Indian Peninsula Railway. ^ 

694. ^Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) How many subordinates were acting^as 
officers on the Great Indiap Peninsula Railway'when klr. Parsons,in reply, 
to mj^ question in the last Session, gavq [he‘assurance that-ffie'confirmation,* 
of subordinates was dependent on permanent"vacancies occurring f ' 



QUESTIGirS- •'A'NSWERS.' 


fogs 


' 3Scw many-vacancies occurred sinc^ and how werfe' they filled 

; ''' ^ 

;„L ' ;(>c5 ^ -What: is the present percentage of the subordinates promoted 
to the superior establishment to the total number of g'azetted oSicers recruit¬ 
ed in India and . in England'on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway ? 

A. L. Parsons : (a) 35. ' ; 

; i '.(b) 13. Of these.2 Ivere filled by the Secretary of State, 9 by direct 
recr.uifinent in India, 1 by promotion from the subordinate grades, and 1 
will shortly be filled by similar promotion. . . , - .. 

."(^'),VTheVtotal cadre-* of the'superior, ofiicers,.on the .Great Indian 

Penihsiii'a'Railway is 249, and 3*have been promoted from the subordinate 
grades.. 


Term of Probation for the Training Course of Probationers appointed 

Td'THETEANSPdRTATidNAiiD COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENTS OP THE.GrEAT 

V.-'- Indian PeMnsula Rail WAY.’’ ... . .1 

696. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) What is the term. of. probation fixed-for 
th^ 'fraining •course of p'robatiohers ' appointed to, tbe transportation ,and 
commercial ser’^ices of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway ? 

•-('bX. Are these probationers after tlidr training is finished entitled 
t 6 ’ confirmation in permanent vacancies in .preference to the subordinates 
with approved service who are fully qualified for confirmation, and who 
have been awaiting confirmation for manj’’ years ? , 


(e) Are Government aware of these probationers having been 
confirmed in permanent vacancies much earlier than the period of their 
probation ? _ 

, (d) '. What wiU he the status and the pay of subordinates who have 
been acting for several years? Should they have to revert to their sub¬ 
stantive .posts either for proceeding on privilege leave or for a temporary 
leave vacancy not being available ? • 

Mr, a' A. L. Parsons : .(a) Three years. ’ • 


(b) Probationers have no prescriptive right to confirmation in 
nent vacaneie.s and their existence in no way interferes with the rule that 
20, per cent, of the vacancies open to persons of Asiatic domicile will be 
filled by tbe promotion of,'subordinates. 


.. .(,c) No. , • - . ■ - ■■ ■ 

- • • (d) If a subordinate bn the Great Indian Peninsula Railway is' 
re%’crted from a superior post to his substantive post he then draivs the^ 
nav of the latter post. At* present when.such a subordinate goes 
lehve aft'en'oMcrating in a superior post, his lenve pay,is regulated by the 
■ pay'b'f'his'substantive post, but the question of altering this rule is being 
considered) - . : • .' • ■ 

• Present Scale of Pay of the TickENPRiNTHtG' Staff attached to the 
-. ..rOFFiOE of. the. Chief Auditor, Great Indian' -Peninsula Railway. 

696.i *Mr.’ N. M,;Joshi : Will .Goyerhirient.be'pleased to state- 

’ • ''/ij 1 the. A rekent)..SbaXe^Q£.pay--oii^ltiNcfit^prmting.-stafi-to • 

the Chief Auditor's'Office-: 





}om 


ivi; a* ■r.Mnj.v, 
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(h) wIk'IIu't they nri' iris'« Ifuvc, h**lt«Uiy 5)f«Aji!t'nt fund 

priviloyi'i «»ii !)«' liiii*-. of <‘!}i‘‘r cii rioid ;tnfT of lh’“ ofdf** : 

(c) \vh(‘tlu'r ihi* sijifT on tnin-.f^r fffins Vlcftin.’!. 'IVr»iinif> to nymitn 
hitvf nlloitod inMinUnry, ili'.rk nnd Muotirst of tijm**** 

in tho ortlfo of (lie llrfifl I’ritiU-i'. Ityonlhi : otid 
(tl) whollior (lOviMOiinciit liavi* jv-cfi*.<’<1 « ri>}ir(’ ’‘ntnfiofi front the 
incinln'rs of thr ^ta^T ri-i:ariUny (»). (o^. (r) niol if h% 

%vliat notion ({ovorniionjJ !inv<* tnicon or projK’*-'' to Snkf 1 If 
not. why not 1 

The Honournblo Sir Bhnpendra Nnth Mitra : With y^'t*** iK-rintHhion, 
Sir, I projiosi' to answer (piestiojiK and 70.> lotrethor. 

Eiuiiiii ies are ia'int; made «ind the inff>rmntion will bo snppliod to 
the Honourable Member in due e,onr.se. 

Ghakt or Lkavk and PnoviuKNT Ft;Ni) rniviLrorn to tjti: MrKiAi. SxArr 

BmI’LOVED IN' THE VAIltOIT.*! AoMINISTIl.^TIVE OmCEfl OK TtiK. Gnr.AT 

Indian’ PitNiN.^tui.A Haiiavav in Bomday. 

G97. ’*^lVIr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will novernniont he i>loa*.>nl to state 
whether the menial staff <*n the permanent estahli'-htneni, sueh a’- ‘•epoy.H 
and hnmoh, employed in the various administrative ofitees of flm Grenl 
Indian Peninsula Ilathvay in Ilomhuy are ttranterl leave and provident 
fund privilepes ■ If not, why not * 

{b) Have Govenuuonl reeeived any rej)re>-cntafioti repnrdituf the in* 
ndcciuaey of their present .seale of pay and, if so. what actifui have Gov¬ 
ernment taken or jiropose to take jn the matter 1 
(c) If not, why not * 

Ml". A. A. L. Par.sons : (a) Miuiinl StalT. who were pr<-viously in the 
service of the Gretit Indian I’eiiinsula Hailway ('nmp.'my, are required to 
.subscribe to the Provident Fund if drawinp l\s. .'iO or over, ('flier menial 
staff are not entitled, or required, to siihserihe to the Provident I'und. 
Fifteen days’ leave a year is pranted to all permanently employed menial 
staff AvJio have eomploted one year’s service. 

(ftl No. 

fe) Does not arise. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask why the menials who reeeive le.s than 
Ps. 30 are not asked to eontrihute to the Provident Fuml 1 

Ml'. A. A. L. Parsons : I believe. Sir. that K’.s. 30 is the peneral limit 
at present, but the question of revisinp that limit is under cousidorn- 
tion. 

Employment of Kelievino Staff on tijj: Peemanest EsTAPListtMENT of 
THE Office of the Chief At’ditou, Giieat Indian Peninsfla 11 ailm’AY. 

1698. ‘lyTr. N. M. Joshi •. («) What rcUevinp staff, if any. is at 
prc.scnt employed on the I'ermanent e.stnblishnient of the Ghief Auditor’s 
office, Great Indian Peninsula Hailway I 

(h) If the answer to (a) be in the nopalive, do Government propose 
to sanction the employment of such staff to enable the eni[)loyecs in 
general to avail thcrn.selve.s of the leave privilepes 1 If not, why not ! 

^ (For answer to qiic.stion, sec .answer to jjue>ition 2^o. Cr'(>. 
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Pay oe the Subordinate Staff op the Office of the Chief Auditor, 

Great Indian Peninsula Eailway. , 

t699. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : («) Will Government be pleased to* state 
the present scale of pay of the subordinate staff of the Chief Auditor’s office, 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the starting salary of a clerk in the Govern¬ 
ment offices in Bombay other than those of the Railway, is Rs. 60, whereas 
in the Chief Auditor’s office it is Rs 40 ? 

(c) Have Government received any representation from the staff 
of the Chief Auditor’s office (Great Indian Peninsula Railway) for the in¬ 
troduction of a time scale of pay and what action have Government taken in 
<the matter, or propose to take in the matter ? If not, why not ? 

New Leave Rules for Subordinates on Railways. 

700. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Government in reply to starred question No. 863 
of the 11th March 1927 stated “they hoped the new leave rules for rail¬ 
way subordinates will be got out before the end of 1927 ” ? 

(b) Is it a fact that they have not been introduced as yet ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the question of revised rules has been under 
consideration of the Government since 1923 ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state when the new leave rules 
will be got out and introduced ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I regret there is nothing I can add at present 
to the reply I gave in February last to the same questions of the Honour¬ 
able Member except that Government are endeavouring to find a solution 
in regard to the leave rules for subordinates on the East Indian and Great 
Indian Peninsula Railwa 3 ’s apart from the general question of revising the 
leave rules of all Railwaj^s. 

Transfer of Men from the Office of the Chief Auditor, Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway to the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, 

701. ♦Mr. N. M. Joshi ; (a) How many men have been transferred 
from the Chief Auditor’s Office, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, to the 
Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi 7 

(Z>) Is it a fact that the actual number of staff required for the 
transferred ■work was not taken over by the Clearing Accounts office and 
that some men were locally engaged bj’’ the Director ? 

(c) If the answer to (6) be in the affirmative, what is thci number 
of men localty engaged ? 

(d) Is it a fact that on account of the staff referred to in (c) hav¬ 
ing been engaged by the Clearing Office, the permanent staff of the Chief 
Auditor’s office is being reduced in proportion ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) 160. - . ' 

(b) Steps had been taken by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway for, 
some time past to keep temporary vacancies unfilled and so reduce the 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 696. 
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dlfilufil numlicr of nicn to be transCerred to ])oIhi, \vitl> the rt'Hull that 
out of 224 vacancies, oxily ICO men were transferred. The rest were 
locally cnpraffcd by the Bireefor. 

. • (o) G4. 

(fl) A corresponding: number of posts in the Oreaf Indian Penins\ilii 
Railway have been broncht under rediielion, hut, .so f.ir as 1 am aware, 
310 jiorinanent lunployee has ln*en diseharfred on this neeonnf. 


Establisumhnt of a BrtAxen Raii.wav Ci-kajun'o Accovsts Omen ix 

M.tni'.AP. 

702. ’*'ivir. N. M. Joshi : (a) , Will Government be pleased to state 
■whether it is a fact that a branch of the Railway Clonriiif: Accounts Office, 
Delhi, is projioscd to be established shorth* in Madras 7 

(h) Do Government propose to open branches of that oflieo in Bom¬ 
bay, Calcutta and Lucknow 7 If not, why not 7 

bir. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The Itnilways in Snufhern India arc 
considerin': the ('.sttiblishment of a branch Railway Clearin*,: Aeeounts 
■Office in Madras and 1 think it is jirohablc that this will ix* done 

(b) No. In a speech which I made on the 27lli of Fchruary 1928 
on a motion nuulc by Mauivi Muhammad Yakub durinp’ the course of the 
Railway Biulfret I explained that full advanlatre of a Cleariiif: Aecounts 
Office is not obtained until the work is concentrated in one central place 
but the length of time which it would lake to semi docnmetits from the 
Railways In SouMicrn India to Delhi makes it desir.ihle to establish tv 
branch of the office there. 


CENTnAWSATIOX OF TJIK LoCAT. AUUTT OfFICF.o OF SxArF, RaUAVAY.S. 

703. *IVIr. N. IVI. Joshi : (a) Will Government be jileased to state 
whether it i.s a fact that they jiropose to centralise the Local Audit Offices 
of the Stale Railway.s, and if so, when and ai what place .’ 

(h) Arc Gowriinient aware that (he jn’oj'osal involves the transfer of 
a largo mnnher of .slatT from the re.speciivo offices and eonseqm'iit incon¬ 
venience and hardship to them Do Government ])ro])osc to compensate 
such staff for the same and Iiow 7 

Ml*. A, A. L. Parsons ; (a) Tlicre are proposals to this efTect. hut it 
has been decided to postjione them for the time being until they enn be 
further discussed in the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 

(h) The proposals will involve the transfer of a c'^rtain nnmhor of 
clei'ks from other offices, hut the conditions on which .such transfei*s will 
be made if the proposals are adopted will he carefully considered. 

OnAXT OF COXCKSSIONS TO TIIF. StAFF OF THE STATE RAILWAYS AUUIX OFFICES 

Transferbp.d to the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

704. ^Mr. N. M. Joshi : (o) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Government had granted a bonus of two months’ 
pajL .subject to a maximum of Rs. iwo’ hmulred. ^J^on^other '■oncesm^ons 
-folhe ■clt5fi'eal"gtafr~Qf (he ■'dflices trau-sferred Tfdfn Calcutfa To T)e1Iu, 

the offices of the Accountant General, Central Revenues, the Accountant 
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General, Posts and Telegraphs, and the Director General, Posts and Tele? 
graphs, in 1925 and 1926 ? 

(&) Is it a fact that this concession was not granted to the staff 
of the State Railwaj'^s Audit Offices transferred to the Clearing-* Accounts 
Office, Delhi, although prayed for ? - “ ' 

(c) If the answer to part (&) be in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to consider their decision in the matter ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(&) Yes. 

(c) No. Government consider that the concessions already granted, 
arc adequate. 


Appointment op Mr. J. Methais, an Anglo-Indian, as an Audit Inspector 

IN THE Office of the Chief Auditor, Great Indian Peninsula Rail 

WAY. 

t705. ’^Mr. N. M. Joshi : («) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that one Mr. J. Methais, an Anglo-Indian, was 
appointed as an Audit Inspector in the Chief Auditor’s Office in 1925 ? 

(b) ^Is it a fact that as a result of serious complaints from the Divi¬ 
sional Officers of the Great Indian Peninsula and Madras and Southern 

^ Mahi'atta Railways against him and furUier on account of misconduct he 
* was degraded and allmved to remain as a clerk in 1926 ? 

(c) _ Is it a fact that after some time he was twice promoted to higher 
grades in supersession of several capable Indian subordinates despite his 
bad record ? 

(d) If the answer to part (c) be in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to put a stop to this ? 


Dismissal or Discharge of Employees of the Bengal^and North Western 
' Railway. 


706 N, M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 

if it is a fact that on the Bengal and North Western Railway" when any 
railway servant is dismissed or discharged no reason for his dismissal oir 
discharge is communicated to him ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, wiU they be pleased to* 
state the reason for it ? 

Mr A. A. L. Parsons : (o) and (b). No employee is dismissed or dis¬ 
charged on the Bengal and North Western Railway, without enquiry or 
the sanction of a senior official and without his being made aware of the 


reasons. 


In certain eases in the interests of the men themselves the reasons are 
not entered on their certificates. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Are Government aware that no definite rules 
are prescribed on the Bengal and North Western Railway for proper 
representation of individual grievances of railway servants . 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir. 

tFor answeL-to.thjs question, aee,.flnsiU3r_lo__ question. Np_. _69<l- 
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SurriA' TO ]3Mn,0YKi:s ok tjii: Bkinoai, a.vd North Wrstrk.x IIailway ok 

THKIR Sf.UVIOK AoURRMKNTK. 

707 •■•'Mr. N. M. Joshi ; (n) Will Onvcrnmcnt he pleased lo .state 
i£ tlic railway .servant.s on the Benj^al and North Western Railway are .sup¬ 
plied with a eoi)y of tlie .service n«:reejnent bond they execute with the 
Raihvay ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) he in the nepalivc, will thej’ he pleased lo 
state if lhe.y pro])oso to do .so ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : («) No. 

(b) There is no objection to an eni])loyce bein'? .supplied with a copy 
of his sevviee ajireement should he desire it. 


Abolitiok ok thk. f-xistino TuAtKJNG Schools at LovnnAU: Axn Coonoor. 

708 •■'Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government b(> pleased to slate 
whether they have issued orders to tlie Po.stinaster General, iiladras Circle, 
abolishing the existing training .schools at Lovedalo and Coonoor 7 Jf so, 
from what date ? 

The Honourable Mr, A. 0. MeWatters ; With your j)erniission, Sir, I 
shall ansAver qno.stions, 70S and 709 togetlier. Orders have been ’ issued 
terminating the existing agreements between these sehools and the Posts . 
and Telegraphs Dcpart'jnent with elTect from the 1st September 1920, Oti * 
receipt of a representation from the Post mast er-GencTal, Madra.s, that 
the special courses of training for recruits for the Telegra]>h Department 
terminated at these Schools in December and Se])tend)er rcsi)ei;tivoly, a 7 i 
extension of time has been allowed in the case of the Coonoor School uji 
to the middle of September 1929 and in the case of tlie Lovedale School up 
to the end of December 1929. 


Extension of Time for the Termination of the Aoreements with the 
Training Schools .at Lovedale and Coonoor. 

t709. *Mr. N. M. Joshi ; («) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they have received any communication from the Postnm.slcr 
General, Madras Circle, recommending to the Director General extension 
for the training sehools at Lovedale and Coonoor ? 

(b) If the ansAver to the ahoA-e be in the affirmative, Avill Government 
be pleased to state on Avhat grounds the Head of the Circle has recommend¬ 
ed their extension ? 

Becommendations of the Lee Commission relating to Afpointments 

TO the Indian Civil Service by Promotions from the Provincial 

Ser-vioes. 

710. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy : (a) With reference to the unanimous recom¬ 
mendation made by the Lee Commission that the rate of promotion from the 
Provincial Gml Seiwiees to the Superior CiA'il Service appointments should 
be increased, and that “ 20 per cent, of the Teeruits .should he obtained from 
that source in future ”, aaIU Government be pleased to state, on the basis of the 
latest-figures available, as-to-how-far this recommendation has been given 

tFor ansAvor to this question, see ansAver to question No. 708, 
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■effect to in each province, and to what extent the position of the Judicial and 
Executive branches, respectively, of the Provincial Civil Service in each 
province has improved in comparison with the position that obtained pre¬ 
vious to the said recommendation ! 

(5) If full effect has not yet been given to the said recommendation,> 
will Government be pleased to state the reasoms therefor, and their future 
intentions in the matter 1 

(c) Have Government received any representations from membei’s of 
the Provincial Civil Services on this matter ; and if so, what action ha^ been 
taken thereon ? 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) I lay on the table a statement 
which gives the information required. 

(h) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given by my 
predecessor to part (c) of his question of the 24th March 1926. 

(c) The only representation that Government have received on the 
subject is one submitted by the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) Association 
in 1926. It was duly taken into consideration in settling the programme 
to be followed in increasing the number of listed posts in the Bengal 
Presidency, and as a result it was decided to fill by promotion of members 
of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) all the po.sts which remained to be 
listed on the Judicial side in that Presidency. 



Total .. 


37 


53 
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Appointment op High Court Judges p-rom the Ranks op the Provinciai. 

Civile Service. 

711 =’'Mr. K. C. Neogy : («) Will Government be pleased to state their 
policy ill regard to the appointment of High Court Judge.s from the ranks- 
of the Provincial Civil Service, in the difTcrent province.s ? 

(&) Hoiv many Judgeships in the Calcutta- High Court have been, 
conferred on member.s of the Provincial Civil Service .so far, and for what 
period in each ca.se ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in some other High Courts the claims of the Pro- 
vincial Civil Service to Judge.ships have received better recognition ? 

(d) Has the question of conferring at least one permanent Judgeship 
in the Calcutta High Court on members of the Provincial Civil Service, 
ever been considered by Government ? If so, wlien and Avith ivliat result ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : (a) The Honourable ilcmbcr is refer- 
red to the answer given in this House to Mr. Goswami’s question, printed 
on page 6G3 of Volume IV of the As.semhly Debates of 18fh February 
1.924. 

(h) Four, so far as we have been able to ascertain from our records. 
Cue in 1883 for a short period ; one in 1913 for 5 monlh.< and 4 day.s ; one' 
in 1920 for one month ; and one this year for 3 months and 2-1 days. 

(c) There are Judges appointed from tlic Provincial Service in the 
Madras, Allahabad, Lahore and Rangoon High Courts. 

(d) Permanent appointments to the High Court are made by His 
Majesty under section 101 of the Government of India Act. The main 
consideration is efficiency, ns is stated in tlie reply I have quoted. Sub¬ 
ject to this, the claims of members of the judicial branch of the Bengal 
Civil Service no less than those of member.s of other classes from Avhiclt 
High Court Judges are recruited recciA'c due consideration. 


Shortage of Officers in the Indian Medical Service. 

712 ^Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (c) Will Government be 
pleased to inform this House if the I. M. S. cadre is under strength 1 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative— 

(t) To what extent would this shortage of officers affect the medical 
needs of the Indian Army in the event of its mobilisation T • 

(«) What steps are Government taking to remedy the situation both 
in India and England ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(h) (i) The shortage has been made np by enlisting the services of 
temporary commissioned medical officers who would be available on 
mobilization. 

- («) EAmry -endeavour- is -being made to stimulate recruitment and 
bring the service up to strength. 
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AnMissroN 'op Members oe the Ineian Meeical Department to the Inbian 

Medical Service. 

7135 ^Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney ; (a) Is it a fact that 
suitable candidates are not procurable in England for the I. M. S. ? 

(1) If this is so, do Government propose to consider, in addition to 
any other measures, the advisability of filling up a certain number of these 
vacancies by admitting British qualified members of the I. M. D., allowing 
certain war service concessions for those who are slightly over the maximum 
age ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) At the present moment suitable candidates 
are not forthcoming in sufficient numbers. 

(h) The selection of candidates for permanent commissions in the 
Indian Medical Service is made bj' Selection Boards in England and India. 
Eor some jmars it has been open to members of the Indian Medical Depart¬ 
ment at any time before they reach the age limit to apply for appoihtment 
to the Indian Medical Service. Several of them have done so and have 
been appointed. 

Dipfioulty in supplying the Civil Medical Department with Officers 

FROM THE Military Branch op the Indian Medical Service. 

714. ^Lieutfenaut-Colonel H, A. J. Gidney : (a) Is it a fact that 
owing to the cadre of the I. M. S. being under strength the Director, Medical 
Services, India, is unahle to supply offieens from the Military Branch of the 
I. !M. S. to fllll about 40 vacancies in the Civil Medical Department ? 

(b) If so, what action do Government intend to take to remedy the 
position ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) It is true that the military authorities 'are 
finding it increasingly difficult to supply the full requirements of the 
Civil Department in the way of European I. M. S. officers, but I do not 
flunk that the shortage • amounts to as many as 40. 

(6) I would refer the Honourable Member to tlie reply I have 
given to part (b) (m) of his question No. 712. 

Shortage of Officers in the Indian Medical Department. 

715» *Lieutenant-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) Is it a fact that 
I LI. D. cadre is much under strength ? If so, to what extent and how 
would this affect the medical needs of the British Army in the event of its 
mobilisation ? 

(b) If the answer to the first part of (fl) is in the affirmative, what 
action do Government propose to take to remedy the situation ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) No, Sir. The A.ssi.stant Surgeons’ Branch of 
tlie Indian Medical Department is at present up to full strength. The 
remaining part of the question does not arise. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Does the full strength include the 
leave reseiwe ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The cadre is up to its full strength. 

L145LA 
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Shortage of Officers in the Indian I\1ei)Icad Department. 

716. ’’'Lieiitcnant-Colonel H. A. J, Gidncy : («) I.s it, a fad that 
owing 1o tlic Dopartment boing niultT .slnaigtli IIh* Direcitir, .Medical .Ser¬ 
vices, India, lias liad to refuse the .serviee.s of j(umy Military A.ssiKlanI Sur¬ 
geons to supply the jirossing ei'-il needs of \arious rrovinees, in Hk; Jtail- 
way.s, Civil l\Icdieal Services and llio Jail Department 

(Z>) If this is .so, what steps do Government intend taking to remedy 
the position and, arc they prepared again to advertisi! for the re-employment 
of suitable axed and cx-T. M. D. men 7 

Mr. G. M. Young : (n) As T have Just stated, the Department as a 
whole is not under strength. At the present moment tlie number of 
Assistant Surgeons in military employ is Just short of requiremeut.s, and 
the Civil Departments therefore have rather more than their share. 

(6) Does not arise. But 1 may add for the inforjuation of the 
Honourable Member that suitable ex-ofhoer.s of the Indian Medie,al De- 
Iiartment arc being re-emidoyed wliere necessary. 

Educational Qualifications for Admi.ssion into the Indian Medical 

Department. 

717. ^Licutenant-ColoDcl H. A. J. Gidncy ; (n) Is it a fact that 
in accepting the Senior Cnmhridgo educational qualification for admission 
into the I. M. D., Government demand that snch stndent.s must have 
obtained a credit pass in English, mathematics and a classical language " 

(Z)) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will Government state 
if it is a fact that no such special knowledge, particularly in a clas.sical 
language, is required from a candidate who has passed the T, A. or I. Sc. 
examination ? 

(c) If this is so, do Government propose to reconsider the situation and 
accept Senior Cambridge passed candidates wlio have not obtained those 
credit passes ? 

Mr. G. M, Young : (a) A credit puss in these subjects is demanded 
by the examining bodies. 

(6) A pass with credit in any of the subjects menfioned in part (a) 
is not essential for candidates who possess Jntermediali* Science, qualifi¬ 
cations. A pass in the Intermediate Arts Examination is not sufficient 
for admission to the Indian Medical Department. 

(o) The standard of preliminary educational qualifications is not 
fixed by Government but by the examining bodies, that* is to say, the 
State Medical Faculty of Bengal and the Board of Examinei-s, Madras. 

Lieut.-Colonel H, A. J. Gidney : Will the ITonourable Itfemher kindly 
address the examining body or college and aslc them to accept the Senior 
Cambridge pass, in view of the fact that credits in these subjects are not 
required for tlie liigber Degrees, c.g., I. A. and 1. Sc. 

Mr. G. M. Young : I will convey this question and answer, us \vcll 
as the Honourable Member’s supplementary question, to the examining 
bodies. 

K 
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Employiient of Assistant Surgeons with British ]\Iedicae Qualifications 
AS Medical Officers op British Station Hospitals. 

718. ■•Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will Government state 
whetlier in 1926-27, tlie Director, Medical Services, India, issued order to 
ilie various Commands, requesting Officers Commanding Britisli Station 
Hospitals, to utilise the services of the British qualified Military Assistant 
Surgeons of the I. M. D. as Medical Officers of these Hospitals ? If so, 
has this order been carried out and to wliat extent ? If not, -ivhy not ? 

Mr. G. M. Young’ : There were no definite orders on the subject but a 
circiilar was issued in May 1926 suggesting that Assistant Surgeons with 
British medical qualifications should be employed on such duties as would 
permit of the fullest use of their professional attainments. There are at 
present 12 Assistant Surgeons ivith British qualificalions in military 
cniploj’ and they are ail employed in posts suitable to their qualifications. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney : May I enquire what precisely those 
posts are ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am informed that one of these Assistant 
Surgeons i.s in charge of the Military Hospital at Purandhar, four are 
attached to British Military Hospitals, and tlie others are in special ap- 
pointments, e.g., factories, arsenals, etc. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Are those appointments usually held 
by medical officers of the R. A. M. C. ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am afraid I must ask for notice of that question. 

Admssion of Assistant Surgeons with British Medical Qualifications 
INTO Provinoial Oivil Medical Services. 

719. *Lieutenaut-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) In view of the fact 
that certain Provinces have closed their doors to the employment of I. M. D. 
men in their Civil Medical Services, will Government inform this House 
whether this exclusion is a post-reform measure and is the result of 
Indianisation about whicli Resolutions were passed by Provincial Legisla¬ 
tures f 

(1)) If so, do Government propose to address the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments with a view to their consenting to rc'ceive British qualified Military 
Assi.stant Surgeons into their Cndl Medical Services ? 

Mr. G, M. Young ; (n) The Government of India understand that 
only one Local Government has decided not to employ Indian Medical 
Department officers in its provincial medical service in future. Some 
Local Governments have decided to rednee the number of posts previously 
reserved f(jr Indian Medical Department officers, but such reduction is to 
be effected giadually and the rights of officers already in provincial 
employ are, so far as possible, to be safeguarded. 

(b) As the Honourable Member will gather from the answer to 
the first part of this question, the Goveimraent of India have been in cor- 
ie.spondence with Local Government.s on the subject. The matter is, how¬ 
ever, entirely within the discretion of Local Governments. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H.’ A. J. Gidney : The Honourable Member has 
stated that there is only one Provincial Government which has closed 
its doors to the employment of Indian Medical Department for provin- 

L145LA 
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eial medical employ, wlioreas I iindcrslaiid lliat two Provincial Govern¬ 
ments have done so and more are to follow. Would the Honourable 
Member kindly enquire whellier the Punjab Government and also the 
United Provinces Government have closed their doors to the employ¬ 
ment of Indian kledical Department officers in their respective provin¬ 
cial medical services ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The tivo Governments mentioned by my Honour¬ 
able friend have not reached a definite decision with regard to this 
matter. So far as the Government of India are aware, only one Provincial 
Government has decided not to emploA’- Indian klcdical Department 
officers in its provincial medical service in future. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : T understand that the United 
Provinces Government decided long ago not to recruit any more Indian 
Medical Department officers to their civil medical service. 

Mr. G. M. Young : So far as I am aware that decision has not been 
conveyed to the Government of India. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Are Government aware that the 
Minister of Local Self-government announced in the United Provinces 
Council in 1922 or 1923 that the Government of India had agreed not to 
compel Local Governments to take in I. M. D. officers for appointment 
as Cml Surgeons and to posts of the .same .standard. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : With your permission, Sir, I .shall an.swer that 
question. My Honourable friend is absolutely correct in stating that the 
Minister for Local Self-Government announced, I think it was in 1922, 
in the United Provinces Council that the Government of India" agreed 
not to compel Local Governments to employ any more I. M. D. officers, 
but I understand that they have not decided not to take I. M. D. officers 
on their own initiative if they choose to do so in future. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Are Government aware that Pandit 
Jagat Narain said that while the rights of the existing I. M. D. men in 
the civil medical service would he respected in future, no more I. kl. D. men 
would he recruited ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The position is that the Local Government do 
not accept the position that the Government of India should compel 
them not to employ any more I. M. D. officers. As far as Pandit Jagat 
Narain’s statement is concerned, namely, committing the United 
Provinces Government not to employ any more I. M. D. officers in future, 
I am not in a position to say anything about that. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : With reference to his reply, will 
the Honourable Member please state whether such inactivity on the 
part of the Goi'ernment of India is or is not contrary to the Instru¬ 
ment of Instructions contained in the Government of India Act of 1919, 
and contrary to paragraph 346 of the Montford Eeport, i-c.,- the protec¬ 
tion of minority communities, e.p., the employment of the I. M. D. in 
these two provinces, and if so, will the Government of India he so 
good as to address the Provincial Governments on this matter ? 

G. S. Bajpai ; I have not followed the Honourable-Member’s 
question, but I do not see liow the protection of minority communities^ 
interests arise in this case. 
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Pandit H^day Nath. Kunzru : With reference to the question of 
racial discrimination, are Govei’nment aware that Indians are not ad¬ 
mitted into the Indian Medical Department ? 

(No reply.) 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : The llonourable the Army Secretary 
staled that the Government of India were in correspondence with 
the Local Governments in regard to the employment of Indian Medical 
Department officers in civil employ. Is it intended to compel ans’" Local 
Government to employ officers of the I. M. D. in higher civil medical 
posts ? 

Mr. G. S. Eajpai : I think I can state that the Government of 
India have no intention of compelling any Local Government to em¬ 
ploy any I. M. D. officers if they do not wish to. 

Mr. G. M. Young : I should like to answer that question, also. 
If the Honourable Member had listened to my previous answer he 
would not have put it. I did not say that the Government of India 
were in cor];espondence with Local Governments, with regard to their 
employment of I. M. D. officei's in civil posts. What I said was, “ As 
the Honourable Member Avill gather from .the answer to the first part 
of this question, the Government of India have been in correspondence 
with Local Governments on the subject. The matter is, however, en¬ 
tirely within-the discretion of Local Governments.” 

Publication oe the Needham Report on'the Railway Medical Ser¬ 
vice. 

720. *Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will Government please 
state whether and when it proposes to publish the Needham Report on the 
Railway Medical Service ? 

Mr- A. A. L. Parsons : The Report is a purely departmental 
publication, and it is not intended to publish it. 

Lieutenant-Ool. H. A. J. Gidney : May I ask the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber why the report has not been published ? 

Mr. A. A. L, Parsons : Because it is a purely dep'artmental pub¬ 
lication. 

Lieutenant-Col, H. A. J. Gidney : May I ask the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber whether the Legislative Assembly ha.s not voted the expenses in 
connection ^vith that report ? « 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I assume that is so, but it does not neces¬ 
sarily follow that the report should be published. 

Present Strength op the Indian Army Nursing Service. 

721. ^Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) Will Government 
please inform this House of the present strength of the Indian Army 
Nuusing Service and if it is adequate for the needs of the Army in the event 
of its mobilisation ? 

(h) How many nunses were admitted into it during the yeans 1926- 

27 ? 

(c) Is it the intention of Government to increase the cadre of this 
Service ? 
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Mr. (t. M. Young : (a). 55. This numher represents the total 

strength of the iieace establishment, and is not intended to meet the 
full needs of the Army on mobilization. 

(&) 18. 

(c) No, Six’, but Govei’nment are considering the question of rais¬ 
ing a reserve of nurses in India. ‘ 


Iepormation eelating to Details oe Expenses beqtjihed by the Income- 
tax Authorities prom Assessees. 


722. *Mr. H. G-. Cocke : (a) Ai-e Government aware of the growing 
practice of the Income-tax authorities to require assessees, taxable under 
the head “ Business ”, to give details of their expenses, such as intei’esl, 
brokerage, commission, etc., to the extent of requiring them to supplj’’ the 
names and addresses of the I’ecipients of such interest, brokerage, etc., and 
the amounts paid to each, with the admitted object of enabling such third 
parties to be assessed for income which otherwise might escape assess¬ 
ment ? 

(h) Under -what seel ion of the Act are such details called for 1 

(c) Do Government propose to issue instructions that where informa¬ 
tion as to names and addresses are refused by the assessec, the expense will 
still be allowed as a business deduction, if satisfied otherwise that it has beea 
genuinely incurred ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupeudra Nath Mitra : (a) So far as re¬ 

lates to payments of commission,, and the like, which fall within the 
definition of ” Salaries ”, the practice described is necessary in order 
to secure the observance of the provisions of section 21 of the Indian 
Income-tax Act, 1922. So far as relates to payments such as interest, 
which, Avhen received by the payee, do not fall within the definition of 
“ >Salaries ”, but Avhich the Income-tax Officer has to examine in con¬ 
nection Avith the grant of business deductions in the assessment of the 
original assessees, the Government of India have no information as to 
the existence of the practice described, and AA’betber: if it exists, it is 
a growing practice ; but they AviU call for reixorts upon the subject 
frorn the Commissioners of Income-tax. 


(&) The Honourable Member is referred to sections 21, 22 (4), 

28 (2) and 37 of the Indian Income-tax Act ; and 

(c) The Governinent of India Avill consider Avhetber it is necessary 
to issue any instructions when they baA'^e received the reports refeiTcd ■ 
to in my anSAVer to part (a). 


jy n Sagar Pandya ; I am sorry I haAm not been able to 

follow the ansAver to the first part. AYill the Honourable Member 
kindly repeat Ins ansAA^er to the first part ? 


offieifl debates 


Admission of Indian Boys into the Railavay Engineering Serauce. 
723. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji .- («) Have any eomolainls been 

rules for admissil of Sn ha s 
mto the EadAvay Engineering Service ? j-m-uau 
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(h) Is it a fact, that the Public Service Comiuission requires that the 
candidate should have passed in their Science examination before complet¬ 
ing 20 years ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the age of candidates is calculated from 1st 
January of any particular j^ear ? 

(c?) Are Government aware that the results of University examina¬ 
tions in India are declared in the months of May and June ? If so, are 
Government aware of hardships to candidates caused by their passing 
examinations in May and their competitive age being calculated from 
January ? 

(e) Do Government propose to take necessary step to remove the ano¬ 
maly prevailing now ? 

Mr. A. A. L- Parsons : (o) No. 

(&) and (c). Under the rules candidates for the Mechanical En¬ 
gineering, Transportation (Power) and Electrical Engineering Depart¬ 
ments must be under 19 years of age on the 1st of January of the year 
in which the selection is to be made. 

(d) and (e). Government are not aware that the present date for 
calculating the age for this purpose causes any^ hardship, but they will 
obtain the advice of the PuMie Service Commission. 


Detention oe the 19 Up and 20 Down Express Trains at Patuanda 

Mahabira Koad Station. 


724. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (a) Are Government aware that 
Patuanda Mahabira Road railway station is a great pilgrimage centre for 
the Jains ? 


(b) Is it a fact that the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
authorities have up till now refused to stop the 19 Up and 20 Down 
Express trains at that station during the Mela Week about the month of 
April on the ground that these trains “ are intended for people making 
long journeys who require quick transit ’' ? 

(c) If the answers to part (b) are in the affirmative, do Govermnent 
nropose to take the necessary action to afford aU conveniences to those pil¬ 
grims who proceed to the above station during the Mela period ? 


(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, do Government proimse to 
issue orders to the railway authorities to detain the 19 Up and 20 Do’TO 
Express trains for three minutes to enable passengers destined for Patuanda 
to alight there, and to make that detention permanent ? 

Mr A A. L. Parsons : (a) Patuanda is a pilgrim centre. From 

the latest information in the possession of Government (uffiich is-not, 
row“er^,e““eoent) it attracts between 5,000 and 6,000 pilgnms. 

(h\ (c) and (d). When this matter was last raised by a question 
in this Hon4 in 1924, it was ascertained that the railway administration 
iiflH Stonned 19 Up and 20 Doivn Express trams during the period of 
ute anffi satbcrfng in order to enable passengers to aov«n- 

meiit have not heard that this arrangement has been terminated, bn 
have enquired from the Agent of the Bombay, Baroda and 
India Rffilway, and will let the Honourable Member know what the 
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pyesenl posilioii is. For llie rofi.sou raenlioned by the Ilonoui’able Mem¬ 
ber in part (&) of his question, they are not prepai’ed to pre.ss the rail¬ 
way administration to stop these trains at Patnanda except during the 
Mela period. 

Effect of the Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Ajiendfient) Act on the 

Handloom Indu.stry, 

726. ‘^Mr. K. 0. Neogy : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they addressed the Provincial Governments desiring them to have 
special inquirie.s instituted as to the actual efi’eet of tlie increase that was 
made last autumn in the import duty on certain counts of cotton yarn, 
upon the handloom industry, in aecordanee ivith the recommendation of 
the Select Committee on the Indian Taidlf (Colton A'^arn ■Amendment) 
Bill of 1927 ? 

(h) If .so, will Government be pleased to lay on the table the reports, 
which they may have received on the .subject from the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments • 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy : (a) Yes. 

(h) A copy of the replies so far received -will be placed in the 
Library. 


Scheme for a Provincial Hospital at Peshawar. 

726. ^Dr. B. S. Moonje : (or) Arc Government aw'are of a scheme 
for a provincial hospital at Peshawar for the North-West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince ? 

(b) If so, how far has the .scheme been comiileted and ho^Y much of it 
i.s yet incomplete ? 

(c) 8o far what donations, if any, have been made for the .scheme by 
the people and the Municipalities of the Province, the Provincial Gowirn- 
meut and the Government of India ? 

(d) What amount has been so far spent on the building.s and wliat moie 
is estimated to be required for the completion of the scheme ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) and (d). The total cost of the building scheme is Ps. 8 laklis, of 
which- work to the extent of Rs. 5,64,000 has been completed. 


(c) The grants up to date are— 

Rs. 

Pe.shawar Municipality .. .. 3,10,000 

Central Revenues ,. .. 2,50,000 

Public subscriptions .. . , 1,31,646 

Lord and Lady Reading ., ., SOjOOO 


7,41,646 
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Grants made by the Local Government and the Government op 
India towards the Completion op the Provincial Hospital at 
Peshawar. 

727. '^Dr. B. S. Moonje : (a) What grant, if any, has been made by the 
Local Government and the Government of India towards the completion of 
the North-AVcst Prontier provincial ho'-piia] building scheme during last 
year ? 

(l>) What grant, if any, do Government propose to make in the next 
year’s Budget ? 

.The Honourable Rlr. J. Orerar : {a) Hs. 2,50,000 up to date. 

{h) Is under consideration. 


Annual Amount required for the Maintenance of the Provincial 

Hospital at Peshawar. 

728. *Dr. B. S. Moonje : (a) What is the estimated annual amount re- 
ouired for the maintenance of the provincial hospital at Pe.shawar ? 

(7H ■\yhat portions of it are contributed annually by the Provincial 
Municipalities, the Provincial Government and the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Rs. 63,000, of wliich the Peshaivar 
Municipality pay Rs. 43,000 and Government pay the rest. Maintenance 
charges will be considerably more ivhen the scheme is completed. 


Donation by the Government of India to the Provincial Hospital at 

Peshawar. 


729. *Dr. B. S. Moonje : (a) Are the Government of India prepared 
to make a fresh donation toivards the complel ion of the provincial hospital 
buildings at Peshawar and also increase it.s yearly grant to make up a 
substantial portion of the deficit in the maintenance charge.? ? 

(b) Are Government aware of the tact ibat this hos 2 )ital is likel 3 ’^ to 
be greatly taken advantage of bj”^ the trans-frontier border tribes and to 
serve as a great humanising institution ? 

(c) Is it not true that there is no Imspital accommodation in Pesha¬ 
war for middle and upper class Indians V 


The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (a) Is under consideration. 

(b) Government are fully aware. 

('r'l Yes Sir. Hospital accommodation for middle and upper class 
Indians is however provided in the new hospital under construction. 


Codification of the Hindu Law. 

730, *Sir Hari Singh Gour : With reference to the recommendation 
nf the Select Committee appointed to report on the Hindu Copaicenci s 
1 iah litv Bill and a similar recommendation made in tAvo Resolution.s passed 
bv He Assembly and the Gouneil of State and embodied in the 

Report of Lie Civil Justice .Committee, Avill Government^ be plmised to s a 
what action they have taken or propose to take to give effect these 
recommendations for the codification oi the Hindu Lav ? 
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The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; I iliinlc Ihc suggestiou.s in^ the 
iionourable IMember’s question are not quite iiorne out by tlie Select 
Coniiuittee recommendations. Tlie Select Committee on the Hill to 
which the Iionourable Member refers made no definite recommenda¬ 
tions for the codification of the Iliitdu Law. They pointed out that 
the criticisms of the Bill contained in the ojiinions which had been 
received amply illustrated the enormous difficulties which would beset 
an attempt to codiiy even one portion of the Hindu L'V'W. They went 
on to add that even if such a measure of partial condification wore to 
be carried out it must be entrusted to an expert committee sitting 
continuously for a long period. Nor did the Civil Justice Committee 
make any such recommendation as is suggested. They gave their 
opinion that so far as Hindu LaAV is concerned the project of a code 
should not be rejected as impracticable from a purely legal point of 
view, provided that the attempt was made by stages. They went on 
to add that the attempt if cai’efully made was quite likely to be suc¬ 
cessful in some branches and almost abortive in others. They further 
added that “ for the limited pnrpo.ses of this committee a recom¬ 
mendation that Hindu Law should be codified ivonld be entirely mis¬ 
conceived. That we have made eA'cn a few observations on the sub¬ 
ject is due solelj'' to the consideration that slap-dash codification would 
do immeasurable harm. We would not willing]}’’ be understood to 
regard with prejudice the ultimate chances of a tentative and care¬ 
fully constructed scheme, designed with due appreciation of the length 
and difficulty of the task ”. Tlie Honourable Member Avill 1 tliink agree 
on further reconsideration that this cannot be regarded as any recom¬ 
mendation and certainl}’’ not a strong recommendation for the codifica¬ 
tion of the Hindu Law. Further, the Resolutions on the subject which 
were moved in this House and in the Council of State in March, 1921, 
were with the permission of the two Houses withdraAvn on Goveimment 
undertaking to consult Local Governments. The opinions received were 
overwhelmingly against codifi,eation. Government therefore have not 
taken any further steps. 


Dieect Railway Route eeom Madeas to Peshawae. 

731. ■“Sir Hari Singh Gour : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
when the Madras-Peshawar direct route was completed for traffic ? 

(h) And when the direct passenger service will commence ? 

(c) And what reasons have led to the delay in commencing before now? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) and (Z>). This route was opened for 
goods traffic on the l.st of May, 1928, and it is hoped that it will be 
opened for passenger traffic at the beginning of October. 

(c) The last section of the new route—^Asifabad to Balharshah 
section has high banks of black cotton soil, and 'until it is known 
how these hanks will stand up to monsoon conditions, it was con¬ 
sidered undesirable to run passenger trains over it. 

Mx. R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty : Is it proposed to run a through 

m Madras to Peshawar or at any rate from Madras to Delhi 

by this route ? 
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Mr. A. A. If. Parsons ; I cannot give the Honourable Member from 
memory the exact information wJiieh he wants. But it is certainly pro¬ 
posed to run a through express or mail train from Madras to Delhi, if 
not on to Peshawar. When the line is in fit condition, Ave are think¬ 
ing of running a train more or less on the model at the Imperial Indian 
Mail. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : When the new route is open, wiU the 
Honourable Members of this House coming from Madras be allowed the 
option of traA^eUing vh Bombay or Calcutta as hitherto ? (Laughter). 

Memorial of Maunu Ba Obn, late Inspector of Income-tax, Bazar Circle, 

Rangoon. 

732. Tok Kyi : ((?) Will Government be pleased to state 
if they liave considered the memorial dated the 21st August 1928 submitted 
by Maung Ba Obn, late Inspector of Income-tax, Bazaar Circle, Rangoon, 
who has been removed from his appointment for the alleged attempt to 
obtain illegal gratification from one Daw Saw Mya ? 

Cb) Are Government aivare Of the opinion informally expressed by Sir 
William Keith, the late Finance Member of the Government of Burma, that 
the evidence against Mg. Ba Obn is inadequate to justify an order of remo¬ 
val ? 

(c) If they are, do Government ijropose.to reinstate Mg. B. Obn 
and inflict on him no more punishment than' a warning or a fine which 
would amply meet the justice of the case ? - 

i 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : {a) The memorial is 
receiving consideration. 
ih) yes. 

(c) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply to part (a) of 
liis question. 

t733^\ 

Purchase in India of Belting required by the State-juanaged Rail- 

AVAYS. 

734:. *Mr. Mukhtar Singh : Will the Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the price of the belting consumed in the years 1924-25, 1925-2G 
and 1926-27, in the different railAvays under the direct 
control of the Raihvay Board ? 

{h} the price of the belting purchased from the belt manufacturing 
companies in the country during the above-mentioned years 1 

(c) the reasons as to why the entire quantity of belting required 

in the Raihvays Avas not purchased from the Indian helling 
companies ? 

(d) if any attempt has been made by the RaiLvay Board to cutb’cly 

replace the imported belting by the indigenous belling ? 
If the ansAver be in the affirniatiA'^e, Avill the GoA’ci-nment be 
plea.sed to state in detail the attempts made in this 
direction ? 


” tFor tliis question, see at tlie end of tlie list of slaricd questions for Uic day. 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I regret that this information i.s not j)ro- 
ciirable. Inst mictions have 1)Con issued to all State-managed Railways 
that no indents for cotton and hair bclting.s are to be .sent abroad nnlc.‘?.s 
tenders have lir.st been invited in India. 


RnBiGHT Raitss charged on Revenue Account for Fuel, Stores, etc., 

ON State-MANAGED Railways. 


736. Mukhtar Singh : (a) Are the freight rafiss charged on 

Revenue account for fuel, stores, etc., on the Government-managed 
Railway.s the same as charged from the niiblic for similar articles ? If there 
is any ditference, will the Government he ])leased to state the reanoiis as 
to Avliy the difference is maintained ? 

{!)) Do the special rates allowed in the day.s of scarcity of fodder 
cover the cost of the Raihvays or ai‘c the rates charged less than tlie cost 
incurred by the Railways ? 

If it covers the co.st, ivill there be any difficulty to reduce the railway 
rates for all times on fodder ? 

(c) Is there any difference in the freight rates of oil cakes used for 
cattle food and oil cakes used for manure ? If both the sorts of 
cakes are charged the same rates, do Government propose to reduce the 
freight rates on castor, mhown, sunflower and mm cakes ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons The answer to the fir.st part of the ques¬ 
tion is in the negative. Eaihvay stores are carried at a rate wliich is 
intended to represent as nearly as possible the actual cost of tran'snorta- 


(h) I am afraid I am unable to give the Honourable Member an exact 

ZT? 3 annas 6 pioL per mile 

m ooT- of scarcity the eonce.ssion 

laie paid by the consignor is 1 anna per four-wheeler broad gaime Ava<>-on 

(c) The answer to the first part of the question is in the nc"'itive 

W rates^^^T"^ part I must point out to the Honourahlc^Mem- 

oer mat tlie rates for these articles arc fixed by tlie Indian ru,. 

Government, but if they art hierher tlrni 

‘S/rot'be'consiLSd T, ’'T”, of thei;” S’.,c, 

.option tr&eL7‘.2 

BEBDcnos or the Eauway Esbights oh Suoae, Burn, Jagsm, anb Slai. 

liar, 

&"rSi3r"'~ 

the saml rT£ am 
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(c) Will tlie Government be pleased to slate the time since when the 
rates on sulphuric acid have been increased ? Will the Government be. 
pleased to state the reasons as to wh 5 ' the increment in rate.s was made ? 

(d) Do Government propose to take steps to decrease the rates on 
sugar, Iw-a, jaggery and shakkar and further not to class all the four 
articles in one classification ? 

(e) In view of the scarcity of fresh milk in cities, do Government 
propose to reduce the rates on milk carried by the State Railways ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) With effect from the 1st April 1922, 
the freight rate charged for .sugar and shakkar wa^ second class at railway 
risk, viz., .42 pie mer maund per mile. This rate represents an enhance¬ 
ment of 25 per cent, on the rates prior to the 1st jof April 1922, when 
the enhancement was made to i-eplace the surcharge imiiosed under the 
Finance Act of 1921. 

Jagree was carried at the same rate until this year when the rate was 
lowered to the extent explained in this year’.s budget memorandum on 
the State-managed Railways and the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway and the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway Companies. 

(i) For the purposes of charge it is the practice to group articles 
of the same kind and use under one classification. Il would be impractic¬ 
able to grade off chargeij to .suit every variation in the price of a com¬ 
modity. 

(c) With effect from the 1st of April i922 the rates charged for 
sulphuric acid were rai.sed from .666 pie per maund per mile at owner's 
rislv to .83 pie per maund per mile at owner’s risk, i.e., hy about 25 per 
cent, in order to replace the surcharge imposed under the Finance Aet of 
1921. 

(d) As explained, jagree is not now charged at the same rate a.s 
sugar, hura and shakkar on certain Railwa 5 ’’s. I am unable at present to 
say whether it wull he possible to contemplate any reduction or further 
reduction in the freights of these commodities. 

(e) Fresh milk carried by passenger traias is charged at half parcel 
rates. As was explained in the budget memorandum, a reduction in ilie 
rates for parcels is being undertaken. 

Freight Charges on certain Articles. 

737. Mukhtar Singh : Have Government taken any steps 

to examine the complaints about Ihc freight charges of different ariicle.s 
mentioned in my .speech in the As.sembly on the 27th February 1927 ? Tf 
the answer be in the affirmalive, will the Government he pleased to .state 
Ihe result of their investigation ? If the answer be in the negative, Avill 
the Government be pleased to state tlie reason why they have not done .so ? 

Mr. A. A. L- Parsons : An investigation into the complaints made 
by the Honourable Ikleraber regarding the freight rates on certain articles 
is' being made. Government are not yet in a position to make a statemeni 
as to the result of these investigations. 

1738*—744*-. 


tFor ttiese questions, see at the end of the list of starred questions for the days. 



[20Tn Sept. 1928- 


1080 liEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Carriage oe Luggage op Ofeioers and Clerks op the Government TelE' 
GRAPH Offices, Simla and Delhi. 

740. =‘Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Is it a fact that the officers 
and clerks employed in the Government of India are allowed to cany 
\hoir Ino-^ao-e through private contractors when they move to Delhi and vice 
versa 1 so, do the Government propose to allow officers and clerks em¬ 
ployed in the’Government Telegraph Offices, Simla and Delhi, to carry 
their luggage through private contractors and produce receipts from Ciem ? 
If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : The staff referred to in the 
first part of the question receive fixed sums as travelling allowance under 
the Simla Allowances Code and Government are not concerned with the 
arrangements they make for the cariuage of their luggage, whether through 
the agency of contractors or othemnse. The staff of the Government 
Telegraph Office, on the other hand, are entitled to travelling allowance 
undm' rulas which provide for payment by Government of the actual 
cost of transporting personal effects within certain prescribed maxima, 
and claims have ordinarily to he supported by railway receipts for the 
expenditure incurred. No complaints have been received, but the ques¬ 
tion of accepting transport contractors’ receipts will be examined. 

Kecruitment on a Communal Basis in tee Indian Postal and Telegraph 

Department. 

746. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (g) Is it a fact that a General 
Circular letter has been issued to all the heads of branches and offices in 
the Posts and Telegraph Department that further recruitment in the various 
offices should he made on a communal basis 'l 

^ (b) If the above is true, will the Government state the number of 

telephone supervisors, electrical supervisors and general scale telegraphists 
^since the issue of the above circular and state to what community they 
l;elong ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (u.) No. The orders of 
Government are to prevent the preponderance in Government service of 
any one community and for this purpose one-third of the vacancies arc 
to be reserved for the adjustment of communal inequalities. 

(5) Does not arise. 

The Simla Allowances Code. 

747. '‘Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohaudhury : 1. Will Government lay on 
the table of the House the correspondence leading to the enactment of the 
Simla Allowance Code Book. 

2. Did Government grant the allowances mentioned in the Code 
Book to those officers and employees only who were transferred from 
Calcutta or also to officers who were recruited locally ? 

, 3. Will Government state the number of Government employees who 

receive benefits under the Simla Allowance Code Book f Also wiU the 
Government state how many of these were brought up from Calcutta and 
how many recruited locally | 
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4. Will Govei'runeiit be pleased to state the ground^ on which house 
rent allowance is granted to officials and clerks employed in the Govem- 
nient of India ? 

5. Was it the ground for granting the allowance that the employees 
eoueerned were shifted from Calcutta ? If so, on what ground was this 
benefit extended to those recruited locally ? 

The Honourable MTr. J. Orerar : (1) The correspondence and orders 
on the subject, extending as thej’' do for over half a century, are volumin¬ 
ous, and Government do not consider that any useful purpose would be 
served by laying them on the table. 

(2) It is not clear how far there was any local recruitment when a 
special scale of allowances for Simla was first introduced but no distinction 
has ever been based on the place of recruitment. 

(3) I would refer the Honourable Member to Kule 1 of the Code, 
copy of which is in the Library. I have not the figures of the exact 
niimber of men affected, nor details as to the place where each was re¬ 
cruited. 

(4) The ground in the ease of clerks is the high rate of house rent 
prevailing in Simla. Officers do not receive house allowances. 

(5) The allowance had no exclusive reference to Calcutta, though 
uaturall 3 ’- when it was first introduced the majority of the establishment 
wci’e Calcutta men. The second jiart of the question does not arise. 


Travelling Allowance of Cavalry and Infantry Officers of the Army 
IN India Reserve of Officers. 

748. '-‘Sardar Muhammad Nawaz Khan : (a) Are Government 
aware of the fact that cavalry and infantry officers of the Army in India 
Reserve of Officers are borne on cadres of certain units ? 

(h ) Are Government also aware of the fact that sucli units are not 
alwa 5 ^s stationed in the Command in A\Ijich such officers generallj’’ leside ? 

(c) Are Government also aware of the fact that if an officer elects to 
nnderco training with his unit stationed m another Command than tlie 
one in which such officer generally resides then he is only eutitlech under 
paraoraph 49 of the Regulations for the Array in India Reserve of C>lficers, 
to diW travelling allowance up to the amount admissible had lie elected 
10 go to the most distant military staLon in the Command m which he 

generally resides ? 

CdMf answers to (a), (h) and (c) are in the affirmative, do Government 
+n "rpTTinve this restriction and permit officers of the Army in India 
propose to 1 travelling allowance at the lemporary duty 

to Mr units tor nnnnnl training ami ,vl.en ra- 
toning to tLr place! ot residence in India irrespective ot the limits notv 
imposed ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : («), (&) (c). les. 

(rJ) This small restriction exi.sts solely on the score of expense I 
will have the question examined, hut cannot hold out much liope of funo. 
being available to remove it at present, 
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Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Willi iTforcnco lo llio jiii.swcr j'ivon 
lo part (f?) oi: ilie question, may I Unow vlicllier rndinns in ilic Indian 
Armj" Reserve of Officers arc allaclicd lo llic Indianisecl nnils only ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : J must ask for nolioc of tli/d qnoslion. 

Restrictions relating to the Part Time Employment oe Ofeicers of the 
Army in India Reserve oi’ Officers. 

749. *Sardar Muhammad Nawaz Khan ; (a) Arc Oovernmonf 
aware of the resirictions imposed on (lencral Officers (!ommanding-in- 
Chief liy paragraph 26 (a) of Ilegulalions for the Army in India Reserve 
of Officers, and Appendix F tlierelo. regarrling par! lime employmeni 
of officers of the Army in India Re.serve of Officers ? 

{h) If the answer to («) is in affirmalive. do Clovernment ]iropose to 
remove these restrictions and leave it lo Ihe General Officers Command- 
ing-in-Chief to determine the purposes for and occasions on which such 
officers may be employed ? 

Mr. 6. M. Young ; (a) Yes. 

{!)) The matter is already under consideration. 

Indian Delegates to the International Labour Conference. 

750. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (a) Are Government aware of 
the satisfaction expressed at the last sittings of the Interna¬ 
tional Labour Conference by the Officers of the International 
Labour Office and the Delegates of the International Labour 
Conferonee at the fact that the whole of the Indian Delegation consisted, 
for the fuvst time, of national delegates only ? 

(h) If so, will Government please state if they propo.se to repeat, 
fn making nominations for the next Intcimational Labour Conference, the 
course which has given complete satisfaction both in India and in 
Geneva ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (o) No. They have how¬ 
ever seen some newspaper reports of conversations on the subject. 

{!)) Does not strictly arise, but in an 3 ’- case in selecting non-official 
delegates and advisers to the International Labour Conference, Gov¬ 
ernment are bound by the proA'isions of Art. 389 of the Treat^v of 
Verseilles. 

Assessment of Non-Indian Shipping Companies to vSuper-tax. 

751. ‘'^Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (a) Will Government please 
state the amount of super-tax paid during the last five 3 "ear.s by ; 

(i) Indian sbip])ing companies ; 

(u) British shipiiing companies ; 

(Hi) other foreign Shipping Companies ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the non-Indian Companies ]iay a verv small super¬ 
tax as compared to the huge profits made bA' them in the coastal and the 
overseas trade ? If not, will Government please state the amount of super¬ 
tax realised together Avith the amount of the profits on Avhich such super¬ 
tax Avas payable during the last five j’oars ? 
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, Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) and (&) The 

part (ff.) of the question and in the second 
ha^ ot part (o) is not available as the requisite statistics have not been 
collected in the past. The method of assessing non-Indian shipping 
companies is laid down in pai’agraphs 84-A to 86 of the Income-Tax 
Manual, Part III. The Government have no reason to believe that this 
method leads to the under-assessment of that part of the companies’ 
profits that is earned by their Indian business. 

f/bc. Sarabhai Nemc^nd Haji : Is it a fact, Sir, that the non-Indian 
shipping companies trading’ on the Indian coast did not paj"^ any income- 
tax until the attention of the Government was drawn to that non-pay¬ 
ment in the year 1922 ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I have no information 
on that point,.Sir. If the Honourable Member will kindly put down a 
question I shall see that it is answered. 

Mr.^ Sarabhai Nemchand Haji •. Another supplementary question, 
Sir. With regard to the question of super-tax will the Honourable the 
Pinanee Member make enquiries which will give to the House an idea 
as to whether the non-Iudian shipping companies pay any supei’-tax 
on their earnings in India, particularly in view of tlie fact that, follow¬ 
ing their premous practice in regard to income-tax. it is not improbable 
that they are also evading .super-tax ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I ivill have that point 
looked into. 

Training op Indians in Marine Engineering. 

762. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Will Government please 

state if they have made any arrangements for Indians being trained in 
Marine Engineering ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Government have formulated a 
provisional scheme in consultation with the High Commissioner for 
India. The proposals will now be placed before the Standing Advisory 
Committee of the Commerce Department and thereafter before tlie 
Standing Finance Committee, 

Appointjient op Indians as Trade Commissioners abroad. 

753. =>=Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (a) Will Government please 
state if they have made any arrangements for the appointment of 
Indians as Trade Commissioner.s at different trade centres in the world ? 

{!)) Are any arrangements made for snob Trade C'ominissioners to 
work as Indian Commercial Attaches to the British Embassies and Con¬ 
sulates at such centres ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The question of appointing 
Indian Trade Commissioners abroad is under consideration. 

Grant op Special Facilities to Passengers by the P. and 0. Steaiudrs 
regarding Journeys on Indian Railways. 

764. "'Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji ; Is it a fact that Government 
have given .special facilitie.s to passengers b}^ the P. & 0. .steamers i-egarding 
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their travels ou Indian Raihvays ? Tf so, have oIIicm- ,ship])iiif>- eompaiiic'^ in¬ 
terested in the passenger trade between India and Euroiie been givini the 
.same faeilitius 1 

Mr. A. A. It. Parsons ; The only arrangement with the Peninsular 
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company relates to tlie lm[)orial Indian 
Mail Avhieh connects with the incoming and outgoing weekly mail 
steamer.s. The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company 
carry out the re.servation of berths Tor this train from Bombay to 
Calcutta in their London office. It is only willi regard to the mail 
steamer.s that .such arrangoment.s have .so far been made. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Will Government consider the 
advisability of making similar arrangements for other .shiiijiing eom- 
panie.s in ease the 3 ' approach the Government ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; If we are approached, m'o shall ccrtainl.v be 
prepared to consider an,v proposal in which we see a chance of ])rofi*t. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Is it a fact that np to this moment 
the trealmeut meted out. to tlic P. & O. Comjian^' is one of jiarticular 
faVnurilism ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I do not know in what ro.s])eet the Ilonour- 
aule Member allego.s favouritism ; it is certainlj' not the case with 
regard to the department which I am representing, 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Is it a fact, Sir, tJmt the Govern 
ment have not given similar fac-Hlics to other shijijiinn eomjianie.s 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Jf the llonoiunhle Member would explain 
more fidlj* what facilities he rclcrs to, T mav be able to answer him; 
hut I cannot answer a vague ({ue.stion of that kind. 

. Mi. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : J was referring naturall.v to the faci¬ 
lities to which I have I'efeiTcd in mi’ ejuestion, naineh’. facilities of 

giving special train accommodation to passengers wlio ari'ivc in India h^' 
■steamers other than those helonging to the P. & 0. Compain’. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Those facilities were not given for any 
reason connected witli the Gompan.v itself ; but it hapiiens that the 

mail steamers to India are run b.v'the P. & O. Compan.valso that 

• ii.)se .steamers carry more fir.st class passengers destined for Calcutta 
liian most other .steamers j and it is therefore possible to get a full 
Uam load of pa.ssengers ordinaril.y from Bombaj'^ to Calcutta. It is 
imrely a matter of business. 

Conveniences for Third Class Passengers at the proposed Central 
R-ailtvay Station in Bombay. 

755. -Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Will Government please state 
the arrangements made for the conveniences of third class passengers at 
the proposed Central Railwaj’- Station in Bombay ? 

A’ P^^sons : I propose ivitli jj^our xiermission. Sir, to 

anmver questions Nos. 755 and 756 together. Government have no detailed 
intormation, but thej' understand that the snitabilitj’- of the xiosition assigned 
0 tile third class waiting hall has been challenged. Thev have wintten 
to the Agent of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway asking: 
mm to explain what the present position -is, and will communicate witk 
Tnc Honourable Meralior on receipt of his r.eplj’. 
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Mr. N. M. JosIh ; May I ask, Sir, in vie^v of the fact tkat tlie Hail- 
■wayh earn from third class passengers more than they earn from first 
and second class passengers, whether they will reserve all the rooms 
in the new Victoria Terminus for the third class passengers ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Sir, my Honoiu-able friend, Mr. Joshi, in his 
Mthu&ia&m for the third class passenger has taken me from the Bombay, 
Baroda and Centi’al India Railwaj' to the Great Indian Peninsula Railwaj’". 

I must ask for notice of that quesrion, i!; he wishe.s alterations to be made 
in the arrangements at Victoria Terminus. 

Suitability of the Position assigned to the Third Class Waiting Hall 

IN THE PROPOSED CENTRAL RAILWAY STATION IN BOMBAY. 

1756. =''Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (a) Is it a fact that the 
Honorary Secretary of the Passengers’ Traffic and Relief Association of 
Bombay has written a letter to the Agent of the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway Company, Limited, regarding the grievances certain 
to arise in case the iiresent plan of the station is adopted without modifi¬ 
cation ? 

(h) Will Government please state what action they propose to take 
in the matter ? 

Training op Indians in Marine Wireless Telegraphy, 

757. "Mr. Sarabaai Hemchand Kaji : (a) Will Government please 
state the arrangements made by them for the training of Indians in Slarine 
Wireless Telegraphy ? 

(5) Are Government aware of anj'- action taken by private individuals 
or companies to provide facilities for such tivaining ? 

(c) If so, Avill Government please state if they have made any con- 
ce.ssions in that respect ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (a) The Hononi’able Member is referred to the 
iiu'ormation furnished in reply to Ifihan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan’s 
un.5tai’red questions No. 304 of the 7th Mai'ch and No. 105 of the 4th 
September 1928. 

( h ) Government are ^aware that certain institutions offer to provide 
such training. 

(c) No. 

Deputation oe the Chief Publicity Officer of the State Railways to 

America. 

768. "Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (a) Is there any truth in the 
rumour that the Chief Publicity Officer of the State Railways is going to 
he sent on a world tour witli the ultimate object of stimulating traffic in 
India by novel methods ? 

(J) Do Government propose to make an effort towards secuidng the 
cervices of an Indian during the absence on world tour of the Chief Pub¬ 
licity Officer ? 


tFoi jinswei 1o this fi'U'stioii, see .^nsvol lo c,uesl!on No. 
Ll-i.'jLA 


c2 
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(r) I.s i1 ilu* iiilfiilion of novt-nniicnt to iiojniiinlf jin ICiiropc.-iji ((fli- 
wr 

(f7) Will GovonniuMii lx; plcnsfd to j>Iiu-c oii iliu labli; tin* corras- 
]) 0 )uUmico reliitiiip: to llio actiii" appointnioiit and al.^o disolo.sc' flic .spucin! 
(piiilificalioiiK of tlioir noinintx* to justify tlio ('Xi'liision of nn ludinn, if 
•sucli oxclusiou t‘ontom])lalcd 7 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons; Tlu; tiontlouuui wliojuis roi-cntly licon tin* 
•Jhicf Publicity Ofllcor i.s Ixonir sent on dopiifntion to Ain<*rif.n to opt'ii a 
I'.Viineli oilicc of tlio Indian State Hailwnys I'tiblieity DepartmeJil in 
A'ow York. Jlo lias been leiiijiorarily re]»laeefl, dnrhur liis aliscnee, by 
an oilieev already in raihvay service, nlio lias bad wide iranie and com- 
mereiril experience. There has been no eorrespondenee with rcLoird to 
tbe actin" appointment. 


PiiiNTiNr: or Tui: lNni.\N Br.vTr.s Paii.wav M-uiazini;. 

759. -’'Mr. Sarabhai ITcinchand Haji : (x) Will (tf>vernmcnt be 

pleased to .state whether open tenders- were ealled for the printing of the 
Indian States Railway Magazine whieh is now edited at Oelhi and printed 
in Bombay ? 

(b) Were Indian Presses (rjven an opjen-lnnity to tpiofe eonipetitive 

rates 

(c) Are Governineni aware that there is a uriovfitis i-i.inplainf anion{f 
Indian jn-intinp presse.s in cmineetion with radway jnibli.-ity 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (o) and fo.j 1 have not yet yot deiinite 
iiitormatinn. but am obtainin'^ it for the Ilonotirable Member. My 
recrlieetion is, Ixnvever. tli.-it the Chief Pnblieity Ollieer found that m' 
press in India luul ilie t.\ pe re'iuired Cor the lu-intincr of tiie Indian Sttites 
Railway IRapazini' ; lie therefore arrantred tvitb the Tiiin,-; of Press 

to obtain the ty\)o from Bnttland. 

(r) Go\ei'nnu’iil have reei-ived no .siudi eoiii]>lainl.s. 

blr. Sarabhai Nerachand Haji : Will the llononraljle Meuiher, when 
making' intpiiries, fuvtix'i’ inquire if the Chief Publicity Oftieer took .'Uiy 
jiarlicular pains to fiiul out if otlier Ijidian jiresse.s did not have the re¬ 
quired type 1 

Mr. A. A. L Parsons : I have already .said that the tbiicf Pnblieity 
Officer took steps to diseover v.'lu'tlier any ]>reSs in India could provide 
the type for the printing of the inagazine'iu the .style wbieli was desired. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : Not even in Idadrns .' 

Ktjjiber of Posters and PAMvitEETs issukd i$y Tin: St.vti: Raiiavavs Pun- 

EICITV 1Iefart.MF.NTS. 

700. -Mr. Sarabhai I7emchand Haji; (o) Will Government bo 
pleased to state how mtmy ]iosler.s and jmmjdilet.s were issued by various 
^ate Railways Publicity Departments in the past year ? Ilow many of 
these posters were designed by Indian artists ? What Avas ibe total value 
of the posters drawn and hoAv much of it Avent to Indian artists '! 

(k) Hoav many of the hand-books printed were produced Iia” Indian 
autnor.s and hoAv many by non-Indian authors 7 Did.aiiA' part of the 
amount spent under this head go to Indians ? If so. how'much ? 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (c) and (i) The 
information asked for in part (a) of the question and in the second 
half of part (&) is not available as the requisite statistics have not been 
collected in the past. The method of assessing non-Indian shipping 
companies is laid down in paragraphs 84-A to 86 of the Income-Tax 
Manual, Part III. The Government have no reason to believe that this 
method leads to the under-assessment of that part of the companies’ 
profits that is earned by their Indian business. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Is it a fact, Sir, that the non-Indian 
shipping companies trading on the Indian coast did not pay any income- 
tax until the attention of the Government was drawn to that non-pay¬ 
ment in tlie year 1922 ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I have no information 
on that point,.Sir. If the Honourable Member will kindly put down a 
question I .shall see that it is answered. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji ; Another supplementary question, 
Sir. With regard to the question of super-tax will the Honourable the 
Finance Member make enquiries which will give to the House an idea 
as to whether the non-Indian shipping companies pay any super-tax 
on their earnings in India, particularly in view of the fact that, follow¬ 
ing their prewous practice in I’egard to income-tax. it is not improbable 
that they are also evading .super-tax ’ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra ; I will have that jioint 
looked into. 

Training or Indians in Marine Engineering. 

762. "Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji ; Will Government please 
state if they have made any arrangements for Indians being trained in 
Marine Engineering ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : GoAmrnraent have formulated a 
provisional scheme in consultation with the High Commissioner for 
India. The proposals will now be placed before the Standing Advisor^' 
Committee of the Commerce Department and thereafter before the 
Standing Finance Committee. 

Appointment of Indians as Trade Comjiissioners abroad. 

753. ^Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (g) Will Government please 
state if they have made any arrangements for the appointment of 
Indians as Trade Commissioners at different trade centres in the world ? 

(b) Are any arrangement'^ made for such Trade Commissioners to 
worlc as Indian Commercial Attaebes to the Britisli Embassies and Con¬ 
sulates at such centres ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The question of appointing 
Indian Trade Commissioners abroad is under consideration. 

' Grant or Speciad Facilities to Passengers by the P. and 0. Steasiers 

REGARDING JoURNEYS ON INDIAN RAILWAYS. 

764. "Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Is it a fact that Government 
have giA-en simeial facilities to passengers by tlic P. & 0. steamer.s regarding 

L145LA ^ 
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(c) Is it the intention of Govei'ninent to nominate an European offi¬ 
cer ! 

{d) Will Government be jileased to place on the table the eorres- 
pOnilenee relating to the acting appointment and also disclose the special 
qualifications of their nominee to justify the exclusion of an Indian, i? 
such exclusion is contemplated ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The gentleman who has recently been the 
Chief Publicity Officer is being sent on deputation to America to open a 
branch office of the Indian State Railwa 5 ’’s Publicity Department in 
Now I'ork. He has been temporai’ilj’ I'eplaced, during his absence, by 
an officer already in railway sci'viee, who has had wide traffic and com¬ 
mercial experience. There has been no correspondence with regard to 
the acting appointment. 


Peinting of the Indian States Railway Magazine. 

tbS. *Mr. Sarabhai Wemcband Haji ; (a) Will Government be 

pleased to state whether open tenders were called for the printing of the 
Indian States Railway Magazine which is now edited at Delhi and printed 
in Bombay ? 

(6) Were Indian Presses given an opportunity to quote competitive 
rates ? 

(c) Are Government aware that there is a grievous^ complaint among 
Indian printing presses in connection Avith i-adway publicity ? 

- IVir. A. A. L. Parsons : {a) and (b) 1 have not yet 'got definite 

information, but am obtaining it for the Ilonoui’able Member,. My 
I'eeoiiection is, however, that the Chief Publicity Officer found that no 
press in India bad the type required for the printing of the Indian States 
Railway Magazine ; he therefore arranged Avith the Ti^nes of India Press 
to obtain the type from England. 

(c) Government liave receiA'ed no .such comiilaint.s. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Will the Honourable Member, Avlien 
making inquiries, further inquire if the Chief Publicity Officer took any 
particular pains to find out if other Indian presses did not hat'^e the re¬ 
quired type ? 

Mr. A. A, L' Parsons : 1 ba\"e already j>aid that the Cliief Publicity 
Officer took steps to discover Aidiether any pre^s in India could proAude 
the type for the printing of the magazine in the style Avhich Avas desired. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya ; Not even in Madras ? 


Number of Posters and Pamphlets issued by the State Railways Pub¬ 
licity Departjients. 


760. "Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (o) Will GoA^ernment be 

pleased to state hOAv many posters and pamphlets Avere issued by Amrious 
State Railways Publicity Departments in the past year ? Hoav many of 
these posters AA’ere designed by Indian artists ? What Avas the total A’^alue 
of the posters draAvn and boAV mneh of it went to Indian artists ? 


(ty How many of the hand-hooks printed Avere produced by Indian 
Lant vors and hoAv many by nou-Indjan authors i' Did.auy part of the 
ount .spent under this head go to Indians ? If so, how'much ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am obtaining the information for the Honour- 
able alember from tbe Central Publicity Officer and from all fetate-manag- 
ed Railways. I am aware that some posters have been designed bj’' Indian 
^’tists, but I do not yet knoAv the exact number. I can also give the 
Honourable Member the assurance that the Publicity Department will 
always be prepared to consider suitable designs for posters from Indian 
artists. 


Expenditure on Publicity for the State Railways. 

761. -’Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (c) Will Government be 
pleased to state what sum of money is annually spent in the name of 
publicity for the State Railways ? 

(h) How many officers are there in the State Railways Publicity 
Services, who draw salaries above Rs. 1,000 per mensem ? 

How man}’- of them are Indians ? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) Between 31 and 4 lakhs. 

(b) Pour. None of tbe.se is at present an Indian. 


Tours of the President of the Legislative Assembly 

762. *Mr, Sarabhai Nemchand Haji r (a) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to the comments in the leading Indian news¬ 
papers expressing their approval of the practice of the President of the 
Legislative Assembly making tours to the seats of provincial Legislat-ui’es ? 

(b) Did the practice start with the first President of the Legislative 
Assembly ? If so, will Government please lay a statement showing year by 
year the places visited by the first President of the Legislative Assembly 
and the expenditure incurred in connection with each of the visits ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Leader of the House) : (a) The reply 
is in the affirmative. 

(b) The practice existed during the time of the first President and 
the attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the statement which 
was laid on the table of the House on the 11th September 1928 in reply to a 
similar question by Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : May I know, Sir, if the statement gives 
the amount of money spent on tours by the first President of the As¬ 
sembly ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Yes ; that is given in it. 


Prolongation of tee Stay of the Government of India in New Delhi. 


763. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (a) Has the attention of 

Government been drawn to the newspaper report that the Seeretaiy of 
State has addressed a despatch to the Government of India regarding the 
latter’s stay in Delhi for a period of six months every year ? 

(b) Have the Government considered the desirability of prolonging 
their stay in Delhi ; if so, will they be pleased to state the decision they 
have arrived at ? 


(c) Is it a fact that the stay, of the Government of India m Delhi 
last ^nter extended up to the middle of April. 1928 ? If so, in what 
vay did the stay affect the efficiency of the Departments ? 
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{({) ir it, afl'cclcd (horn adversely from the point of viev of hcallli, 
will they bo pleased to slate the ])ereenla"e of oflieers and nssislants that 
fell ill owing to the eliinafe of Delhi and were thereliy prevented from 
attending to tlieir normal diilies and fnnetions : 

(c) Have the Ctoveninumt of India made iiupdries from Hit* projier 
authorities regarding the fitness of Kew Delhi during tin* month of 
October for jiurposes of the earlier return of the (Government of India 
to their Capital 

(/) If the reply received was favourable, why are lht> (iovernment oi 
India staying on in Simla till the 2Gth of Octohev " 

(g) If it was nnfavonvniile. will (JovernmenI please lay a eojty of the 
same on the table 1 

(/i) lias the attention id’ tlie {Iovernment been drawn lo the jnihlic 
demand in favour of tlu* Covernment of India slaying on in Dellii for 7 
months in the year as ju-oiuisod in the despaleli of tlie (Government of 
India recommending the estahlishinent of Hie (,’a])itnl at Delhi ? 

(/) Will the Legislative Assembly he allowed an opiiortunity to dis¬ 
cuss Hie whole snhjcet on the floor of (he House before Oovermnent 
decides against Hie lonu'cr stay in Delhi ’ 

The Honoiirnblc Mr. J. Crer.'tr : The question is still under considera¬ 
tion and 1 regret I am unable to make any statement at present. 


A.’ppotntment or Ixnt.sx as a Mkmiiku oi- tiik ILmi.way Boaud, 

76-1. *Mr, Jamnadas M. Mehta : (o) Will (G overnment he pleased 
to state whether they could not find an Indian to till Hie plaee of Sir 
Ansten Iladow on the Bailway Board 

(Z)) How 'long do Government i>rn)iose to a])iioini Kurojieans as 
Members of the Bailway Board ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; (</) The post held by Sii- Ansten 
Badow is that of Technical Member of the IL'iilway Board, and it cannot 
be held by any olTieer not possessing the rcijnisite feclinieal qtialitieatioiis. 
s lien the time come.s to make a permanent appointment in his place the 
claims of all Indian omecr.s with the ncee.ssarv qmdifieaf ions will he fnllv 
con.siclm-ed, but the final choice must he guided hv eoiisiderat ion of til ness 
alone irrespective of race or nationality. 

„ Raihvay Board are not re.served fo,* Euro¬ 

pean omcials. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta -. In theory or in praetiee ? 

. given,^ «^’>^'ver T have 

Pandit Hirday Nath Knnzni : Is any partieid-n- i r • > -1 

down a, a qnahfication to.- ap,.oi„,.nen, i. W,f'Tw'ilif,'5 

0 HoMiiraWe Sir Georje Rainy : So far as t am nwai o. Sir. 

^ • The Honourable Sir Geore-e R.jn'n-ir • • 

, miist ask for notice of that question. ^ ^ but I 
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Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Have Government made any attempts to 
find a suitable Indian ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : On every occasion, Sir. when a 
vacancy occurs in the Railway Boai’d, the question of appointing an Indian 
is verj' carefully considered. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Has the Honourable Member ever heard of 
a proverb—none so blind as those who will not see 

Honourable Sir George Rainy : I cannot admit. Sir, that that pro¬ 
verb is ajiplicable to me or to my colleagues. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Will the Honourable Member explain to the 
Hou.se how the answer he has now given is consistent with the express pro- 
mi.se made by Sir Basil Blackett on the floor of thi.s IJou.se to the effect that 
when tlie next vacancy ocenrred the scales would be weighted iu favour 
of an Indian ? 

An Hononrable Member : The scales went wrong. 

The Honourable^ Sir George Rainy : My recollection, Sir, i.s that the 
statement of Sir Basil Blackett was with reference to the Financial Com- 

missionershiia and not to Membership of the Railway Board generally. 

* 

Sir Hari Singh Gour ; Is the Financial Commissioner a Member of 
the Railway Board ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Yon have been badly let down by Mr. 
Parsons. (Laughter). 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The Financial Commis¬ 
sioner 'is in effect a Member of the Railway Board. 

Labour Unrest on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

765. *Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : (a) Are Government aware of the 
serioii.s development,s of labour unrest on tlie Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way’' 1 

(h) Are there any labour representatives on the Bombay Local Ad- 
\-isory Board of the Great Indian Peninsula Railwaj' ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to .state the name.s of persons nomi¬ 
nated by the Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway to the Boiuhay 
Advisory Board since its inception ? 

(d) Is it a fact that all the nominees of the Agent have belonged to 
the Times of India ? 

(e) Has the policy of the Times of India been unfriendly to the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway Union '? 

(/) Have the Gnvernment or any other authority instructed the 
Agent to confine his choice of nominee to the Times of India 

(p) Do the Railway Board propose ^to direct the Agent to_ nominate 
a labour repi’esentative in place of the Hditor of the Times of India . 

Mr. A. A. Ii. Parsons : (a) Government are aware that certain griev¬ 
ances have been r6'pr4sented to the Agent bv certain seetion,s of the staff- 
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on the Great Indian rcninsula Railway. These have either been eonsidev- 
ed or are being considered by the Agent. 

{b) Ko. 

(o) Mr, C. T. (Sheppard. 

((?.) Yes. 

(c) Government have -seen no indication in the columns of the news¬ 
paper to this effect. 

(/) No. 

iff) No. 

Eefusax on Permission by the Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Eailway to the Workers’ Union to affix Notices about t he 
Organisation of the Union on the Premises of the Station. 

766. "Mr, Jamnadas M. Mehta : Is it the fact, that the Agent of 
the Great Indian Penin.sula Railway recently refused permission to tlie - 
Workers’ Union when they wanted to pul up notices on the station about 
the organisation of the Union even ivlicn the Union offered to pay for their 
advertisement ? 

By Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Goverinncnt understand that this is so. I 
may further explain tJiat no objection is raised to tlie 
Ko<j.\. Unions putting up notices regarding meetings at rail¬ 
way stations, and T believe no charge is made for such notices. T am sure 
this concession is allowed in the terms of recognition of all Gi’cat Indian 
Peninsula Railway Unions, bnt the request to rent space in a similar wav to 
other advertisers was refused, because it was understood that it would In* 
used for pro])aganda M'ovk. 


Ajioun^ of Money paid by the Railway Publicity Department to the 
T-itnes of India in respect of the Printing of the Indian St.a,te.s Rail¬ 
way Magazine. 


767. -Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : (cr) Will Government please stale 
what IS the total amount of. money paid up-to-date by the Railwav 
Pubbcity Department to the Times of India in respect of the printiim of 
the States Railway Magazine ? ° 


amount paid by the State Railways lost rear 

-’"o 

What i.s the total amount of money paid to the Times of 
ortoary advert,sing revemte by the Slate Lihvaye tat ye„“ f 

were given for printing to thl'TiLs of lZia ? n<'l>«rtn,™te 

the Honourable Menibet’frfn)i"ti the inforniatinn for 

»"t available in Adntinie,ration, . jt i. 
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EecEUITMENT to THE CENTRAL SERVICES. 

768. ^Pandit Hirday Nath. Kuiizru : (a) Are Government aware 
that the Lee Commission recommended that as regards the Central 
Services not specified in para. 42 {a), (h), (c) and (d) “ recruitment 
should be at the discretion of the Government of India ” '? 

(&) Has the power of making appointments in these seiwices been 
delegated to the Government of India by the Secretary of State ? 

(c) Has any proportion been fixed for the appointment of Indians 
and Europeans to these services ? If not, what is the proportion in 
which they are being recruited at present 1 

The Honourawble Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Yes. 

(b) No formal delegation has yet been made ; but in practice appoint¬ 
ment to the majority of these Services is already made by the Government 
of India. 

(c) The Government of India have not j'et received power to make 
formal rules fixing proportions. I will furnish the Honourable Member 
v.ith a statement showing the present position in the various Departments. 
Statements showing the progress of Indianization are placed annually in 
the Librarj- of the House. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Have the Government , of India asked 
for a formal delegation of powers from the Secretary of State ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; Tlvese questions regarding e.stablish- 
ments and recruitment are of a complicated character, and I should not 
like to commit myself to a statement without consulting the records. Per¬ 
haps the Honourable Member will give me notice of this question. 

Deputy Aoent, South Indian Railway. 

769. “''Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru ; (a) Are Government aware 
thtit the Standing Finance Committee for Railways agreed in November, 
1927, to the creation of a temporary po.st of Deputy Agent for the Soutli 
Indian Railway “ subject to the appointment of an Indian to the post 
if a qualified man is available ” ? 

(i) When was this po.st filled up ? Was an Indian appointed to 
it ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(Zi) The post urns filled on the 1st of March 1928. The Agent reported 
that he had no qualified Indian officer available, but a.s a re,sult of the crea¬ 
tion of the post of Deputy Agent an Indian officer was promoted to be 
senior Assistant Secretary. 

Mr. R. K, gha umukha m Ohetty : Was any attempl made to find an 
Indian officer from the State Railways for this post ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty : May I know. Sir, wliy in the face of 
the specific recommendation of the Standing Finance Committee no attempt 
was made to find an Indian for this po.st ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The particular post was required, as far as I re- . 
member, more particularly to deal wnth construction proposals on tlie 
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(c) So far as 1 can trace, tlierc have been no Assemlily qucslions since 
1924, dealing specifically ivilli the case of Sikhs in the Dived or (.leneral 
of An'clueology’s office. 

((/) 13. of which nine were filled by Hindus and four by i\Iuhannnadans. 
Applicatioys received from Sikh candidates were duly considered, bn) 
none of them iva.s found suitable for appointinont. 

(c) Yes. A Muhammadan clerk ivas asked for to replace a Muham¬ 
madan transferred to llic Department of Agriculture, Punjab. 

(/) A^o. It is not the general practice to ask for candidates ol any 
particular community. 

(</) No. I may add, however, that the Director General of Areliien- 
logy in India has a.sked the Public Service Commission to recommend a 
Sikh candidate, if possiiilc, for the other of the two posts now vacant in 
his office. 

Employment of Sikhs as Assistants and Superintendents in the Indian 

Stores Department. 

681. "'Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) What is the total number of 
Assistants and Superinlendeuts in the Indian Stores Department and how 
many of them are Sikhs as against iMuliainmadans and Ilindns ? 

(&) Do Government propo.se to order the recruitment of Siidis in 
that grade ? If not, why ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (a) The total nnmher of As¬ 
sistants and Superintendents is .53, of whom 2 are Sikhs and 44 .^indu^ or 
Muslims. 

_ (b) As regards recruitment to the grade of Assistant, the orriinary 
policy of Government in respect of eommiinul repre.sentatioji is oliscrvcd. 
Appointment to the grade of Superintendent, wliicli i.s a sclectioii eindc. 
is by promotion and Govennuent cannot acTee to iia.sing it on coinmnital 
considerations. 


Employment of Sikhs in the Office op the Commissionicr. Northern 
India Salt Rlyenue, Delhi. 


682. Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) How many vacancie.s occurred in the 
office of the Commissioner, Northern India Salt Revenue Dellii since 
and how many of them were given to Sikhs ? 

(b) If none, why ? 


The Honorable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra i (a) Tiu-ee vacaueies 
have occurred in the clerical establishment of the Commissioner’s office at 
Delhi .since the 1st January, 1.927. None of them were given to Sikhs 

otto 
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Employment oe Sikhs in the Oppice of the Deputy Accountant, 
General, Posts and Telegraphs. 

683. =!=Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Is it a fact that there is no Sikh 
in the office of the Deputy Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs. 
'Delhi ? 

(5) If so, are Government prepared to take Sikhs in the present 
vacancies ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Enquiries are being 
made and a reply will be given to the Honourable Member in due course. 


Fitting of Trains running at Night with Electric Search Lights. 

684. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) Are Government aware that; there is 
a rule that engines of all trains running at night should be fitted with 
electric search-lights, and that this rule is not observed by several Rail¬ 
ways in India, especially the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
and Ihe Bengal and North-Western Railway ? 

(5) Are Government aware that the practice referred to in part (a i 
i.s dangerous, particularly in the monsoon months ? 

(c) Is it a fact that brake evans of goods trains in several of these 
Railways are provided with kerosine lamps instead of electric light.s ? 

(d) Do Government propose to insist on the observance of this rule 
by all railways and also to provide electric lights in brake vans instead 
of kerosine lamps ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the wagons in goods trains running on the 
Bengal and North Western Railway, the Rohilkund and Kamaon Railway 
and the U. C. Railway are not fitted with vacuum brakes? 

(/) Do Government propose to take steps to provide vacuum brakes 
in wagons in goods trains ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (l>). There is no such rule. The 
Honourable Member is referred to the reply I gave to Mr. Joshi in reply 
to his question No. 272 on the 8th September, that all locomotives work- 
in'^ mail passenger and mixed trains arc expected to be fitted with elec- 
trfe search-lights by the end of the year. We are also .starting to equip 
locomotives employed in working goods trains with search-lights. 

(c) and (d) There is no intention to fit tlie brake vans of all goods 
trains with electric light. This matter would be very costly both in re¬ 
spect to initial equipment and maintenance and the battene.s are likely to 
discliarge if they are not kept in con>stant u.se. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) This question lias been taken up with all Railways. 


Location in the saaie Area of Musliai Employees of the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway at Kharagpur. 


-Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi: (a) Are Government aware that oom- 
unal feeling is running very high in the raihvay quaiters at . 

■ Bengal Nagpur Railway ? 


686 . 


the 


i-s at Kharagpur 
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(/;) Ait (lOvernjiK'nl n<viin' that flicn* ari' not more ilian 1.100 3Iu''!iiii 
railway oiiijOdvot's as aj'aiiist lO.OOO lliiulii <‘iii])loy('i‘s in that ai'aji 

(r) hi viow o1' the aliova disparity in ntiiiilitTs ainl flia fciisioii of 
fot'liii" piTvailinp: in llial aroa owintr to lln‘ fiols do Govormnont projioso 
to arran<ro thin".s so as lo In-inu: all llw‘ i\Ius1ini ciniiloyocs in tin* .same 
area, preferably at Golbazar Tyiie No. :ij2, where there are niosapies ami 
inaklabs necessary for llie Miislini population .’ 

Mr. A. A. L. parsons :(o) Ye.s. 

{/)) i am not aware of the exaet number.s. Imt 1 am prejmri'd to lake it 
from the Honourable Member tliat the ti<rures yiven by Jiim are approxi¬ 
mately correct. 

te) The Honourable i\lember has already jriven me .some j)a|)ei's 
on this sub.iect and the llailway Hoard propose to diseuss the position 
at Khara'iiiur with the Ai'ent. Hen^al Natrimr llaihviiy. when b<“ arrives in 
Simla this inontli. 


Is.st 7 E OF Week-End Ticket.s at Eeduced Ea'i rs ox riii; JlnxcAU .N'.vornR 

IlAjmVAY. 


738. 

^^•cek-end 


^■Pandit ETilakantlia Das ; (o) When did the sy.sfcm of issuinc 
tickets at reduced rates bejiin on tiie licnual Xairpur Kailway 1 


all? 


(0) Wa.s the system actually acted upon in all .stations on that date J 
(e)'Whon did it begin in ('ullack station, if it lias yet begun there at 


(f?) Did tlie Agent take notice of the various Press eomments ami otiier 
complaints on this .subject ? 

(e) How have the oflicer or oflieers to whoso neirleet of duty it was dim, 
been dealt with ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : («) The exact date is not known, but n was 
some time before October 1927. 

(h) No. Between certain selected station.s only. 

(c) In May 1928. 

(d) and (e). Government are not aware that tlie public did eomidain 
about these week-end tickets, and that there nas any uegleet of duty on 
the part of officials of the Bengal Nagpur Bailway. 


Issue of Instructions by the Postmaster General, Bengal and Assaji 

Circle, to Officers under him not to submit any Profo.sals t'or 

INCREASING THE StAEP. 

738. *Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Eoy : (o) Has the attention of 
the Government been drawn to an article “A dc.structive eennomv ’’ 
published in June 1928 issue of Labour ? 

{h) Is it a fact that the Postmaster General. Bengal and Lssmii Circle 
has issued instructions to the officers under his control not to Milmiit anv 
propo.sal for increasing the staff this year ? 

(c) Will the Government be plea.sed to state what is the reason of 
is.su]ng such instructions to the officers 'inder his control ? 
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(d) Is it not a fact tliat almost all the post offices are undermanned ? 
If so, wliy lias there been delay of sanctioning adequate staff ? 

The Honourable Mr A. C. McWatters ; (a) Yes. 

(h) to (<■]}. The information is being collected and will be furnished 
to the Ilonouriible Membei* in due '.u/ursc. 


Eaising of the Pay of the Postmasters of the Bow Bazar, Dharaji- 
TOLA AND Park Street Touhi SuH-Offioes in Calcutta. 

739. -^Sai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Boy : (a) Will the Government 
be pleased to intimate what is the standard of raising the pay of a Post¬ 
master O'*’ a Post (Iffice to Rs, 350j650 ? 

(I)) How.many clerks, sorting postmen, overseer postmen, packers, etc., 
are there in the Ivalbadevi and MandA'i town sub-offices in Bombay and 
the Bow Bazar, Dharamtola and Park Street town snb-ofiices in Calcutta 1 

(c) Do the Government propose to raise the pay of the Postmasters 
of the Bow Bazar, Dharamtola and Park Street town .sub-offices to Rs. 350j 
tiSO ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeV/atters ; Sir, I propose to answer ques¬ 
tions No. 739 and No. 742 together. 

There is at present no lixetl stanclard for deter,nining when 
the nav of a Postmaster should be raised to the Rs. 2oU-j33U 
or to the 350—650 grade. Decisions in .such ca.ses are taken m cousidcia- 
tion of the importance of the offices, the numbers of staff supervised, ai d 

so forth. ' 

The ouestion of laving down definite standai-ds for hsing the number 
of seleetioi grade appointments in the Post Office generally ,s however 
receiA’ing the Director-General’s attention. ^ 

The cases of the Sub-Postmasters, Bow Bazar, 

Street will be revieived as sooii as the revised standaids aie laid - 
Information is being collected on tbe other points touched on by the 
nonoinable Member and will be furnished to him in duo course. 

Working Hours OF THE Officials of the Savings Bank Department of- 
THE General Post Office, Calcutta. 

,,’5S..|£r;i.n3 .t' 

9th August under the caption To A\oik toi 13 hou 

(lA Is it a fact that the officials of the Savings Bank 
the Calcutta .General Post Office tvere compelled to work tor 

were‘SeJ^,tiJator of 1611, 

June as is done every year i 

(e) If so, Avhat is the reason for such delay ? 



1098 


lkgislative assembly. 


[20Tn Sept. 1928. 


(/) Is it a fact that tlic Atulit OfYice lias made over certain V'oi'k 
of the Saving.s Bank to the Post Office not done before for facility of work 
of the iUidit Office ? 

{g) Is it« a fact that Jlr. C. D. Rae, late Presidency Postmaster, 
Calentta, in hi.s G. O. No. 1085, dated 12th Pebrnary, 1926, introduced 
certain additional v-ork in the Po.st Offices under him for the advantage of 
the Audit Office without the sanction of the liigher autlioritios ? 

(7t) Ls it not a fact that for the above rea.son.s the clerks of the 
Savjng.s Bank Branch, of all the Post Offices in Calcutta have to do sonic 
additional duties which are not covered by the time-test on the basis' 
of which the staff is sanctioned 1 

(0 Has the additional staff been sanctioned to cope Avith the increased 
Avork thus throAvn on the Savings Bank Department of the Post Office ? 

(i) Do the Government propose to compensate the staff avIio had to 
work 13 hours a day by gmug them oA-ertime alloAvanee ? 

(A'.) What action do the Government propose to take so that the .staff 
of the SaAungs Bank Department may not be .subjected to ho much 
hardship ? 

The Honourahle Mr. A. C. MeWatters ; Government have jio informa¬ 
tion, but will enquire. 


Dischaege of 15 Appkoved Candidates op the old Calcutta Souting 

Division. 

741. ’i'Rai Bahadur Tarit Ehttsan Roy ; (o) Is it a fact that 15 
approved candidates of the old Calcutta Sorting Divi.sion have been 
discharged after the office was amalgamated AA’ith ihe t'alculta Head'' 

Post Office on the ground that they did not po.ssesH tlie riMmisile eduei-' 
tional qualifications 1 


• +• affirmative, Avill the Goveiaiment nle-ise 

those men Avere at fipst recruited, understandinir heimr oivon 
that they Avould get permanent appointment 1 ' ^ 

baek^f^^ Government propose to consider their ea.se and take them 


Saisim or THE Pay of the Deputy Posmastek, Hattoa Tows Sub 

Office in Calcutta. 

„ Tarit Bhtisan Roy ; Wlnt Iq rtm ei-o ^ j 

sU‘Lf aSL 

^ the pay of the Postmiuim. a„a 1 

Rs. 250—350, Avhile that of Hatkliola is only Rs 160 ' 250 " 
the reason for it ? ^ J-bU—Z dO ? If .so, what i.s 


iFor ansAver to this question, sec answer to ^estion No. 739. 



i 


QUESTIONS • AND- ANSWEES. 


nat)99 


((Z) How many clerks and sorting postmen are there in the > Intally 
town sub-office in Calcutta ? . i ‘ ' 

(e) Is it a fact that although the pay of the Deputy Po'stma‘ster, 
Intally, has been-raised'to'Es. 160—^250, the’pay of the Deputy Postmaster, 
Hatkhola. has not been raised to that grade 

,, (/) If the reply he in. the'affirmative, wnll the Goyernment please 

^ state the reason why therpay of the Deputy Postmaster, Hatkhola, has'Hot 
been raised ? ,, , , ^ , 

Alteration of the Timings of the 88 Down Burdwan-Ho-wrah Local 
Train"^ Ea^t Indian Bailway. 

' >743. =*^Rai' Bahadur Tarit'Ehusan Boy; (a) Is it 'a'faet'''that ^stfine 

passengers above Bandel Junction, Bast Indian Railway, made rppresen- 
'Tatihns to the ^gent, Ea^t Indian Eailwhy,'requesting him to alter'the tim- 
‘ ings of the 88 Dowm Burdwan-HoAvrah local ti'ain to ^Ruit their eon- 
‘ venience ? ' ‘ 

(b) If so, will the GoA’ernment, please state the reason Avhy their 
request dvas not complied with ? 

i (c)’Is it a fact that the timing of this train has now been changed 
■ inrsuch’'a manher that it hhs caused seriotis ' incohvenieuce to the‘''pas- 
sengers—as it starts from Burdwan about 10 minutes earlier and readies 
earlier also—^which is not suitable for them ? - 

r > 

(d)-Do Government propose to enquire add hller the timings of 
this particular train to suit convenience of the passengers above Bandel 
■''Junction'T 

'!Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government understand from a copy of 
the representation to the Railway Board that this is so. 

{!)), (c) and (d). Government regret that they are nnable to take 
any .part in the preparation of time-tables. - ■, 

^'CoitpLAii^T BY THiS Globe-Nursery of Calcutta against the Staff of the 

Shambazar’Toavn Sub-Office. 

744, ♦Bai^Bahadiir Taiit’^ShusamBby : (a) Is it a fact tPat * the 
'■Globe Nursery ’of Calcutta complained to the postal authorities that the 
^-addresses of-parties w'ho'placed orders, with them were .systematically 
tampered wdth and secretly communicated to rival nurseries ,by the’staff 
of,the Shambazar T. S. O. and that they had sustained heavy loss in 
^ buyine^ due to this illegal hction'of the Rost Office staff ? 

(b) Was the charge substantiated by the departmental'enquiry ['and 
were'the sub-postmaster-and three clerks who were suspected of com¬ 
plicity in' the matter transferred from the office ? 

(c) Is'it a'fact'that the ^ complainants distinctly requested the 
authority not to 'entrust the investigation of the case to Mr. Phani Bhusan 
Mustaphi, Inspector of Post Offices of the Sub-Division concerned alleging 
that liei^had Intimacy, with the- proprietors of the Minerva Nursery and 
tliat the investigation, if entrusted to 'him, was likely to be frustrated. 
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(d) Is it a fact that the aiitliority acceded to the complainants' 
Tequest and actually deputed the Inspector of another Sub-Di\'iaion to 
enquire into the case ? 

(e) If sOj what action do Government propose to take ? ' ■ 

(/) If not, why not T 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters ; Government have no informa¬ 
tion. The Honourable Member’s question has been forwarded to the Post¬ 
master-General, Bengal and Assam, for report. 


UNSTARRBD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Grant of Ikvalid Pensions to Postmen and Telegraph Messengers. 

401. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (o) Is it a fact that 
postmen and telegraphmen of the menial class of staff are not allowed pen¬ 
sion if after 15 j^ears of service the 3 ' are declared unfit on medical exami¬ 
nation ? 

(b) If so, will Government please state if thej* are willing to consider 
the desirability of making some provision for the hard-worked postmen 
.and telegraphmen of the menial class of staff after their services of 15 
years ; and if willing, will Government please state what pro^^sion they 
intend to make ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : It is presumed that by the 
expression “ telegraphmen ” the llonourable Member rcfei’s to 1elcgraj)h 
.delivery messengers. If so, the repl 3 ' is : 

(a) postmen are eligible for invalid pens.ons after 10 .vear.s’ ser- 

Auee and invalided telegraph messengers to a gratuity 
after 5. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Grant of Overtime to Telegraph Delivery Messengers. 

402. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan ; (a) Ts it a fact that 
telegraplimen of the menial cla.s<- of st'aff are considered to be on duty for 
aU 24 lionr.s of the day and tliougli ordinarily onl.v 8 liours work is exacted 
from them they are really speaking on dutj^ for all 24 Imurs ? 

(b) If so, Avill Government plea.so state if telegraphmen of the menial 
class of stafl! when required to Avork at unusual hours-are paid any extra 
allowance 1 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters *. It is presumed by the ex¬ 
pression “ telegraphmen ” the Honourable Member refer.s to telegraph 
deliA’ery messengers. If so, the reply is : 

(a) telegraph messengers A\dio are Avholetime scrA-ants of Govern¬ 

ment are sometimes required to Avork bc.voud the ordinaiy 
hours of dutjL The Honourable Member'.s attention is in- 

. , vited to rule 11 of the Pundameutal Rules. 

(b) 0\'ertime alloAvance is paid to telegraph messengers on fixed 

paj' under the conditions specified in.pai’agraphs 221 and'222 
' 'of the.'Telegraph Manual,'Volume 11. 
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Air Service to India. 

. Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Has the attention 

of government b^n drawn to the paragraph published in the issue of the 
Statesman o£ the 26th August 1928, page 10, under the heading “ Britain’s 
new Airships—for India service—to be completed this year ” ? 

* Government please state how matters stand with regard 

to tile matter dealt with, in the paragraph ? 

4 .T, Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (o). Government have seen 

the article in question. r 

(b) An ^irship shed has been built by the Air Ministry at Karachi 
on land pr^ided by the Government of India. The Government of India 

have no official information regarding the other matters mentioned in 
tne article. 


Price op Furniture supplied in the Cart Road Quarters, Simla. 

404. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (o) Are Government aware that the 
values of furniture supplied to Honourable Members in the Cart Road 
quarters are generally put very high ? 

(b) Are Government aware that the values of the following articles 
of furniture have been put as under ; 


Rs. 

1 Round table .. .. .. .. go' 

1 Upholstered chair .. .. .. 50 ‘ ' | 

3 Writing table .. .. .. .. 55 

1 Dressing table with mirror .. .. .. 85 

1 Cupboard .. .. .. .. 60 ; 

1 Wash-Stand .. .. .. .. 35 


, while these could be obtained at less than half the costs mentioned above ? 

(c) Who is responsible for the supply of these articles of furniture of 
comparatively inferior quality at such rediculous prices ? 

t , (d) Do Government propose to depute a responsible officer to actually 

inspect the furniture mth a view to find out the actual prices paid for them, 
and to prevent fraud ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) The values are fixed at 
the prices paid, and are not put up at a higher level. 

(b) The values have been correctly quoted by the Honourable 
Member ; I cannot accept the statement he has added to liis question. 

(c) The furniture was purchased in 1921 with the approval of the 

.Superintending Engineer ; but I am unable to concur in the Honourable 
Member’s opinion of the" transaction. ' 

(d) In view of the answer I have given to (a), this does not arise. 

Annual Income from the Cotton Cess, etc. 

405. .Mr. Abdul.Haye : Will Government please state_ the annual 
ineomt from the cotton cess for the last three years, also the annual 
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expenditure inetirred by ih’o'lndilni Ceiitval tUilton Committee during this 
(■ period ? ' .. , ■ ' 

I Ilir.'G. S.. Bajpai I'inforniatidn is being oidiuned and will lie supplied 
' ■t'o''thc rionburablc'Mdmbcv laier.’ ' ' 

‘ SALARIES'XAtn ■ annually To xinj Inuian and Non^Indian EjrbwYEEs 
OF THE Indian Centuai. CorrON Gommutke. ■ 

1406. Mr,'j^bdul Haye •."'Will Government plcjii^ii .state .seinirtitely the 
.total,amount of.salaries paid annually to the Indian and non-Indian cm- 
tployees of the''Indian Ocntrjd Cotton Committee? Wili Government 
^ .please, state tbo’ higbest pay ivaid to an'Indian and the highest {ind^the 
lowest pay'paid at‘pfesent to a European by this Committee ? 

Indianisation of the Staff EMPLOYED under tueIndia.v C'EATitAL CorroN ■ 

^ Committee. 

t- t407. Mr. Abdul Haye : What steps have .so far Iieen taken by the 
Indian Central Cotton Committee to give effect to the policy of tlio Goy. 
■ernraenl, regarding Indianization of Services ? By what date is it'ex- 
pocted'that most of the posts under this Conimitlee will be itold by 
Indians ? 


Training of Indians to hold High Posts under me India.v Central 

Coi-TON Committee. 

f40S. Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Will Government please'.state what .stops 
the Indian Central Cotton Committee has so far taken to fninlifv Indians 
to hold high posts under it ? 

(b) If the answer to part (or) is in the negative are Goycrninenl pre¬ 
pared lor,issue instructions to the Committee, to prepare a scheme for 

to suitable Tndian.s so that tlicy may qualify tbem.selves to 
■ hold all 'such posts after 5 years ?' 


DOMICaE"Ei5OT;OYED UNDER THE 
Indian CeIitral' Cotton Committee, ' ■ 

' please . state the totul num- 

ber of officers of non-Asiatic, domicile at present enip'loycd-by'the Indian 
Central Cotton Committee ? How many of them are on short'term -con- 
contemplated to'appoint'Indian.s'to these-post.s whbn the 
contracts of the present incumbents expire ? ^ 

HfeitbERi^ OP-d'ssrsTANCT-br the'Indian Hentr^^ Cotton Co'mmiitEe'to 

{^TIVATORS AT THE TiME OF Tlri: PaILURE'OF THE CoTTON Cr^ ^ 

, Mr Ajjduj Haye : Did the Indian Ceniiral Cotton Cbnimiftpe 

render any help to i.hyeu.ltiv^or.s at, the time of the failure of the eotton 
, cropj If so, whaf ^pstance was givcii ? ' ' ® 

*_'d!rot-'i'uawe'r4AIu(i4iu-Astion,'YS4usT^ ! ] - 
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. Eevised Scale^ of , Pay for Town Iijspectors of Post Offices. 

. > 11 *<!;'•- Ti' ! ' ! 

411. Mr, Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is it-^a fact that Govemmpntjgaye effect^ ' 
from 1st Septeniben 1927 to the revised scale of.pay to the Town Inspect-’"* 
orfe otPostjOffices .attached't6Uh.e First Class Head'Offices'?' ''' ' ’'■} 

(b) Are Government aware that some of ^he Postmasters-Gener^l;^ 

postponed giving effect to the rcAosion from the date notified in'the'Gov--' 
crnment orders, and that the^offieials actually holding the posts on the re¬ 
vised scale were not paid the actual pay of Ihe'posts’? 'v’-.’r f 

(c) If so, Avhat action haS'been taken.by the Government ?,? 

' The.Honourable Mr. .A. C. McWatters : I propose to‘deal together 
with questions numbers 411 to 413, 415 to 420 and'431 to 438, answei'ing- 
first question No. 411 by Mr. Anwm’-ul-Azim to which the replies’ are ;: 

(^) (c) Government al'e not aware that officials' actnally- 

holdingithe posts on the revised scale were hot* paid the actual pay of'.- 
the posts. They will, however, make enquiries and, if necessary, issue 
orders on th'e point. • i i i ‘ , f , 

. \ r ^ ^ ! , > . 

I observe that these are the first of a long series of questions by * 
Members of the House, arising out of the‘'operation of orders'issued'b^'^ 
the Goveimment of India in Augu.st and S'eptember, 1927, and of an inter- 
pre'tation'of'these issued with the approval/of the Government of Ipdia;. 
by^^the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, in February 1928. These- 
orders’related to the revision of the-pay and duties of Town Inspectors, 
attached to first class Head Post Offices. They have resulted,' in some 
cases, in the displacement of some of the officials who, on the date from 
which the orders originally took effect, namely, the 1st September, 1927, 
were the actual incumbents of the posts named. In other cases the exist¬ 
ing’ incumbents have been retained in their appointments. The ordOrsl 
to"which'l have referred necessarily left to the heads of ’ administrative 
Postal'Circle's the final decision as'to the application in .individual/'cases 
of general principles which had been laid down. The decisions reached 
have given rise to a number of representations addressed to tbe Director- 
Hene’ral and l^o tbe Government of India from different Service Associa¬ 
tions and individuals interested. These representations have received 
the most careful consideration of the Director-General whose recom'-' 
mendations are now before me and will receive my'close attention together 
with the various points raised by Honourable Members in these ques¬ 
tions. 

f * « 


Promotions of Postal Officials of the Mttpassil to the Lowest Selec¬ 
tion Grade Posts in t^e General Post Office Cadre. ' / 

f412. Mr. An war-ul-Azim :’(a) Will Government be pleasfed to say 
whether there is a Departmental .standing procedure to the effect that 
prombtions up to aud including the former grade of Ks. 1/5—suouia 
be 'cbhfliied to tho officials withifa the respective General Post Office cadre, 
and that the officials of the post office'after attaining that grade!pprm^-, 
pently should be graded with-,the mufassil officials for the purposes of pro¬ 
motion to the, next higher grade, viz., Hs. 250—350 ? , , , 

" ' *761 Are Government'aware thatthe above-standing procedure has not 
been acted on by some Postmasters-General 'wlio have brought mufassil 


fFor .answer to this-questionj-see-answer. to .question,-No. 411. 
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officials of the ordinary time-scale of pay to the lowest selection g'riuio 
posts in the General Post Office cadre ? 

(c) If so, what action, if any, has been taken by the Government to 
redress the grievances thus caused to the officials of the General Post 
Office cadre ? 


Pevision oe Pay of Certain Classes of Postal Officials. 


t413. Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim ; (a) Is it a fact that the Director-General's 
budget estimate for the year 1927-28 was based on the personal pay of 
the permanent holders of the posts in the four classes of officials specified 
in paragraph (1) of the Government Orders 11 P. T. E., dated the 5th 
August 1927 ? If not, wiU Government he pleased to state the basis of 
calculating the total amount Es. 1,80,000 for the above budget- estimate 
as sanctioned by the Standing Finance Committee in January 1927 ? 

(6; Is it a fact that Government revised the pay of four classes of 
officials in paragraph 1 of their Orders, dated August'1927, issued by the 
Department of Indu.stries and Labour ? 


(c) If so, has the effect of the revised scale of pay been given to all 
the four classes with the same condition, viz., exemption from examina- 
tion as appeared m the improvements passed by the Standing Finance 
Committee m January, 1927, as also in tlie Government Orders, dated 
August, 1927, appearing in the Lahour ? 

(d‘) If not, why not ? 


Eefusal to Certain Clerks op the Concessions granted in Connection 
TOTH THE Transfer of the Headquarters of the Non-Migratory 
Portion of the Office of the Director General of Posts and Te¬ 
legraphs-from Calcutta to Delhi. 

tiom Nos. 482 and 488 answered on the 19th and 20th March 19‘?8 wiU 
Government be pleased to lay on the tabic a statement si oS the naSos 

pIovS^7o7her offler? “if ta «■« of tl.» em- 

of the Direetor-G®nerai’s”imIa Sfflr? 

unit for service in the Dir^nto,- that they will he a permanent 

Rhallhe duly eompensSe?r -o«^«ved 


tFor answer to this' question. 


SCO answer to question No. 411, * 
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■The Honourable Mr. A'. Gi McWatters : fa) "A‘ statement will be 
fui’iiished to the Honourable Member,- - - • . . , ' . _ 

(b) and (c). A portion of the Direelor-Generars Offiee is requir'ei 
to move between Delhi and Simla and the Wireless Branch of the office 
is located at,Simla. So long as any of these clerks is attached to the 
moving portion or to the .Wireless Branch lie draws compensatory allow¬ 
ance throughout the year under the Simla Allowances Code. The place 
of recruitment does not a'tfec't the question.' 

(cZ) Yes, in some cases. If would be administratively inconvenient 
however to consolidate the pay and allowances of the portions of the 
Director-General’s offiee which I'have just mentioned as they are only 
part of a larger office the bulk of which is non-migratory and stationed 
at Delhi. 


'(e) Government haim alreajly exhaustively examined the ease of' 
the clerks in question. 

As regards what may he necessary if and when any portion of the 
staff is permanently removed .from Simla, this is a hypothetical case 
which Government are not willing to discuss in anticipation. 

- ^ 

Powers of Appointment, Transfer and Punishment of - Subordinates- 

" VESTED IN TEE ToWN INSPECTORS OF PoST OFFICES IN MADRAS, 


f415. Mr, Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the Town 
Inspectors of Post Offices are not authorised to appoint, transfer, and 
punish their subordinates and to maintain their character sheets m aceorU- 
ance with Rule 346 of the Post Offiee Manual Volume 2 ? 


(b) Is it a fact that the Toavu Inspectors of Post Offices in the Madras 
Town have been issuing orders appointing, granting 

ring their subordinates and maintaining their character sheets for many 
years ? ' 


Duties of the Town Inspectors of Post Offices in Madras and 
Calcutta, respectively, etc. 

1416 Mr, Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table the following information : 

fa) a list of the duties done by the Town Inspectors of the Post 
Offices in the Madras Town ; 

, (i) a list oi tis duties done by lie Tosvu Inspectors of Post Office 
iu Calcutta Town ; 

September 1927 ; and 

• 1 f Pn<?tal Town Inspectors in Madras city and hoW 

Mve been trans'^Eerred to the clerical hne after 

1st September 1927 _— — 

“~^or answer to this questi6n, see'anBWer to question No. 411. 
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Stabtiitg R.'^tks'.of.Pay or Town iNSPEcrons op Post .Oefioes in Cat.cocta 
ANP Madras before the Introduction'OP the •Ti’me-Scale^of Pay 
IN 1920, 


■t417. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra": (o) Will Government^ be 
pleased to state the startahg pay in the case of a postal Town Inspector in* 
Calcutta, before the intn'iduetion-of the time-scale of jiaj' in 19-0 T 

Cb) What is the starting pay .in the case of a postal Town .Inspect or 
in Madras city prior to the introduction of the tnne-sealc of pay in 1920 ? 


Duties of the Clerics or- the General Post Office, Madras, etc. < 

1418. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra ; (a) Is it a fact that the duties 
attached to the clerks of the hladras General Po.st Oilice and its town sub¬ 
offices were the same prior to the 1st September, 1927, in comparison 
■noth the duties of Town Inspectors of Post Offices in hladras City f 

(b) If not, which class had to perform superior duties ? 

Duties of the Tor'n Inspectors of Post Offices. 

t419. Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi ; (a) Is it a fact that the Town 
Inspectors .of..Post'Offices attached.to the Pirst.Class Head Post Offices-'.', 
are required/to perform-more,duties.than those specified iniClmpter 4 of * 
the Post Office Manual, Volume 2 ? 

I 

(b) If so, what are those duties.? 

(c) Will •Government be pleased to-state where the dutio.s are laid; 
down for the Town Inspectors of'Post Offices attached to the Post Offices 
other than the First Class Head Post Offices ? 

(d) Is there a provision in the Fundamental Rules issued under the 
authority of the Secretary of State in Council to the effect * 
that “ any two posts are said to be equal if the duties attached to 
the two posts are the same in character or degree of responsbility ” ? 

If so, are Government aware that the postal Town Inspector attached to 
the First Class Head Offices had the authority both before and after 1st 
September. 1927, to certify Ihe fitness nr otherwise of clerics and Sub- 
Fostmasters in the jurisdiclion of the Town Inspector and to control and 
supervise the work of the Sub-Postmasters- and the clerks -ivlietlier the 
latter clas-ses of officials were with more years’ service than the Town 
Inspector ? - 


Revision of the Pay 'op Town Inspectors of Post Offices, etc. 

1420. Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to say ; ' '' 

(i) whether it is a fact tliat for the recent revision of the Town 
Inspector’s pay, the Town inspectors attached to some of 
the First Class. Head Post Officesi have been made to work 
under tlie clerks iwhose work the Town Inspectors have been 
supervising for years together ; 


fFor answer to this questiojy 3ee answer to, question rNo. 411. 
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((it),’tie,total period the Towp‘Inspectors who hav.e been reverted 
to the clerical line worked-in the.post on the revised scale of t 
pay from. 1st September, 1927 ; , > 

(ml wlicther their work in those posts.on the revised scale for the " 
period thej’ were in those posts have been recommended by 
their immediate superiors as satisfactory ? 

\T)) Are Government aware that no reasons for removal were record¬ 
ed in'the Orders of the Postmasters-Gcneral transferring the permanent 
Town, Inspectors from their permanent .posts of Town Inspectors to the 
BuCordinate rank. of clerks 1 , < , 

ToTAD iABIOTJNT OF CoAL USED FOR HOT WaTER FOR BaTHS OF 'HONOURABLE 
Members living in the Cart Road and Summer Hill Quarters, 

,, Simla, during the last Pour Years. ^ 

421. Mr.‘Gaya Prasad Singh .• IVill Government please state the total 
amount of coal, and its value, consumed for hot Water* for the,baths of’ 
Honourable Members living in the Cart Road quarters, and Summer Hill” 
quarters, during the last four jnai-s, separately for each year ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : Tlie information required is 
RS follows ; 



Quantity. 


Year. 


■ 

Amount. 

' T , ■ 

Charcoal. 

kiicwood. 

f 



i 

]\Ids._ 

Mds. 

Rs. aa. 

1924-25 ,. 

72 

4 

260 10 

1926-26 .. 

179]- 

m 

686 12 

1926-27 .. 

171 

14 

578 15 

1^27-28 .. 

1 , 

333 

1 

1 906 15 


r *• ^ ''f) 


Nojhnatio’ns to the Indian Civil Service. 

' 422. Sardar Kartar Singh : Is it a. fact (a) that, since 1922. m the, 
manoritwof or in many of the cases of sections of Hindu, Muhamniadan 
and Cliri'stian qualified candidates for nomination to the I. C. S, in India, ^ 
similar candidates, higher in the pass list, were passed o^r ; (b) that con¬ 
siderations other than merit in thf; examination weighed- in making these 
selections • (c) that the principles observed m so doing are still m force' 

equaU.v, for th^Sikh community ? . , 

, The Honpurable M£.' J. Orerar : Since the. establishment of the 
Public Service Commission the practice is for the Government of'-Indiav 
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to indicate the coimnunitios froin whie.h they desire to make noinma- 
llions and for the CommisKion to recomnieiid the partteiilav jiKlivKinne • 
It is probable that normally the Commission consider Dial the caiididate 
who stands highest in the. examination list is the most snitahJe aiui mnic 
their recommendations accordingly. 


Book by Cavtain R. E. Paruy, untitbed “ Tar, Sikhs or Tin: Ph.vjab.” 

423. Sardar Kartar Singh : («) Have Government seen a hook, 

“ The Sikhs of the Punjab ” by Captain 11. Iv. 

and what he describes to be “ The Outward signs of Siklnsm , as 

wearing “ Kes ” or long hair, bearing the title of Singh as part of tlm 

name, initiation into “ Pohl ” or Sikh baptism, and abstmcnce from 

tobacco t 


(Z>) Ls it a fact that only persons observing the c.ssentinls mentioned in 
(a) -were recruited, ns Sikhs, (0 in Sikh regiments and companies, and in 
the Lidian Army Department, (ii) also in the Civil Department.s before 
* the year 1928 ? 


Mr. G. M. Young : (o) No, Sir. 

(&)-(?) Ordinarily only tho.sc Sikhs oliserving the e-sentials men¬ 
tioned in part (a) of the question arc* accepted in units of the Indian 
Army. The acceptance or rejection of any Sikh recruit on religiou.s ■' 
grounds is decided by the Gurdwara Committee of tlu* unit. 

(ii) No principle lias ever been laid down in the Civil Dep.irlmcnt. 


Nomination of Mr. Tarlociian Das Bedi to the Indian Civiii Service. 

424. Sardar Kartar Singh ; Is it a fact that by “ One Sikh ” 
“ appointed by nomination ” to the I. C. S. in India this year, mentioned 
in the Honourable the Home Iilcmbcr's answer to Dr. Tiloonje's question 
in this Session the other day regai-ding the I. C. S.. is meant one Tarlochan 
Dass Bedi, son of Bawa Lslniar Da.ss, of Dcia Baba Nanak. Punjab ! 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Yes. 


Nomination of a Sikh to the Indian Civib Service. 

425. Sardar Kartar Singh : (a) Are Government aware of the fact 
that the selection of Tarlochan Da.ss a.s a Sikli lias caused discontent and 
dissatisfaction among Sikhs ? 

(&) Is it a fact that the feeling of the Sikh community to the effect 
that the I. 0. S. post reseiwed for the community and given to Tarlochan 
Da'ss should be given to a qualified Sikh candidate and that the one given to 
the .former be treated as an additional post, lias been conveyed to the 
Government ? ‘ . 

i(c) Do Government propo.se to take favourable action regarding (&) 
and thus remove the ju.st cause for discontent and dissatisfaction ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Tlie Honourable Member's 
attention is invited to my reply to part (7) ' of Sardar Gulab Singh's 
questioh No. 32 on the 4th instant. 
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. ^ The^ suggestion was made in some of the ' representations re- 

eeived. !<•,*>(■. i , ' . j 

- , . ^ / r I ' , 

(c) Government do not see their way to take any action in the 
matter. 


Memoriae or the Stafe of the Accounts Department of the East Indian 

Railway. 

426. Mr. K. C. Neogy : (a) Has the attention of Government” been 
drawn to a statement that appeared in the Forward of the 20th May 
last,, under the headings “ E. I. Railway—How they treat their employees—. 
Accounts Department Staff ” ? 

(b) If so, pe Government in a position to say whether or not the 
grievances mentioned therein are generally based on facts ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Financial Commissioner, Railways, withheld 
memorials^ addressed to the Governor General in Council by the East 
Indian Railway Accounts staff on this subject ? If so, on what grounds^ 
and under what rules f 

(d) What enquiries were made by the Financial Commissioner into the 
grievances mentioned in the said memorials, and with what result ? 

(e) Why is it that the East Indian Railway Accounts office staff have 
not been placed on a time-scale of pay, ■while similar staff on the Eastern 
Bengal. Oudh and Rohilkhand and North-Western Railways have been so 
placed ? 

' Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : {a) Yes, by the Honourable Member’s ques' 
tiou. 

(b) Some of the statements made are correct. 

(c) Yes, the memorials were withheld under the ordinary rules gov¬ 
erning the submiss'on of memorials by railway subordinates. 

(d) The results of my investigation are contained in the replj’’, a 
copy of which I am sending to the Honourable Member. 

(e) The scales of pay in the East Indian Railway Accounts Office arc 
time scales. 


Filling up of Vacancies in the Higher Appointments of the Aocounts 
Department of the East Indian Railway. 


427. Mr. K. 0. Neogy : (a) Is it a fact that most of the -vacancies 
in the higher appointments of the subordinate staff of the R^st Indian 
Railway Accounts Department have been, and are being, .filled up by 
outsiders on recommendations or personal'requests emanating from the 
• Railway Board office ; and that as a result qualified and experienced men 
of the East Indian Railway Accounts office fail to obtain promotion to 


these -vmcaneies “ i 

(b) Do Government propose to enquire from the Cliief Accounts 
Officer Bast Indian Railway, as to how many of such vacancies ha-^ so far 
been filled by men recommended by an officer or officers of the Railu ay 


Board ? 
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(c) Is it thCj.view .of- Government that,Ihe, Chief Accounts Oflicer, 
lEast Indian Railway, is not competent to make his own selection from 
among his stall' for promotion to these vacancies 7 

(d) Is it a fact that about fortj' temporary posts have lately been 
created for the purpose of pulling up arrears of the Provident ]<'’nnd and 
Stores Accounts branches of the Bast Indian Railway Accounts Depart- 
nierit. resulting from the introduction of accounting juachiucs ; and (hat 
all these temporaiy posts have been tilled up by men selected by an officer 
or.olBccrs of the Railway Board If so, why ? 

(cl Is it a fact that the East'Indian Railway Central Co)istrueiion 
Accounts Office is manned almost* exclusively by a staff either imported 
from other railways by the Railway Board or recruited direct by or on 
behalf of the Railway Board 1 If so, why ? 

(/) Is it a fact that one Mr. Slyei-s who had previously been discharged- 
By. the Eastern Bengal Railway on the score of inefficiency, has been made 
an-Accounts Officer on the East Indian Railway, on the personal recom¬ 
mendation of an officer of the Railway Board to whom he is alleged to ho 
related*? ' - " 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No. 

(h)' and_(c). The answer to (c) being in the negative. Oovenimcnt 
do not think there is any uece.ssity to obtain the information asked for 

in,-(&0- 

(d).24 temporary posts have been created for bringing up arrears 
-which'P should add‘arc not the ro.snlt of the introduction of account in" 
machines. 


The selections for those temporary posts wore made hv the t’hief 
Accounts Officer. 

(c) The staff Avas intended for special worlc and included a trainiu" 
re.seive. It was partly recruited from i[U,dificd meu from othc-r ofliee^. 

(/) Mj'ers Avas taken as a .senior accountant on tiic Bast Indian 
Kaitway when his po.st in tlie office of the Agent. Eastern P.euLmi RailAvav 
^as about to be brought under reduction. He has lat-dy l)e( n aiipoinled 
Officer by t.ie Financial Commissioner of RaihvnA-.s. The 
egations that he Avas appointed on the recommendation of an (hlieer of. 
le KaiJway Board related to him and that he had been jireviondv dis¬ 
charged on the score of inefficiency are untrue. 


Alleged Ikeegulaeities akd Coerupt Peactiges ix the R.ailway Cle.ar- 
., rxG Accounts OriTOE, Delhi. 

-428. Mr.' Ki C. Neogy : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
-drawn.,to a publication named “ The Survey of Raihv.ay Clearing Accounts 
'Uinee U^idia) and Schemes and their pernicious en'cets ”, Tu-imed and pub- 
iishcd by 'Ahmed Snid, at the Army Press, liuhorc ? 

■j. so, 'what inquiries liaA'e been made by GoAerninent into the 

therein about irregularities and corrupt jiractices prevail¬ 
ing, jn.,the Raihvay Clearing, Accounts Office. Dellii ? When were the 
unquiriQs .made, by whom and with AA;hat result ! , , 

fttention of Government also-been draAvn to similnt 
a legations published in the Indian Press from time to time 1 . 



UNSTAREED‘QUESTIONS AJND ANSWERS. 




f (<?)rAre Government in a position to malce'any definite ^atement re- 
* garding the correctness or otherwise’of the different imputations contained 
in the said publication and iiew'Spapers,'against certpin/nfficers of thu'said 
o&ce ? Will Government be pleased, to lay, on the, table any report of any 
' inquiry which may have been made inrthis matter ? , , < 

‘Mr/A.'A. L'Tarsoiis {a)'lLes. _ • 1 ) 

(&)^ The Government did not think it worth while to undertake an 
enquiry into allegatibns'of'this nature. 

„ ^ would refer the Honourable Member to iny reply "to 

Haji'Abdoolla Haroon’s question No'. 82 of 1st February, 1928. 

Working Cost op the East Indian Railway Foreign Trafpic in the 

Railway Clearing Accounts' Office for the Year 1927-28. 

^ t—— t- 

429 r>Ir. K. 0. Neogy : (a) Is it a fact that the working cost of the 
East Indian Railway foreign traSie in tliQ Clearing Accounts OfS.ce for the 
year 1927-28 haS been about Rs. 5,00,000, against a budget esamate of 
Rs. 2,80,000 "What Avas the average normal cost of this work'in the East 
Indian Raihvay office prior to the creation of the Clearing OfiSee ? 

(b) iWill Goi'crnment be pleased to make a statement showing the total 
number of persons employed in the Clearing Accounts Office in different 
grades ; lioiv many of them were taken from the staff of the different Rail¬ 
ways, and hoAv many Avere recruited direct ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased also to make a comparative statement 
shoAving the actual number of men transferred from each RailAvay for the 
work transferred to the Clearing Office and the actual number of men 
employed on such Avork at present ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (o) The two figures are not strictly compar¬ 
able Aviib each other. The estimate bf Rs. 2,80,000'Avas an estimatt of 
tlie cost of the establishment required in the Clearing Accounts Office for 
the AVork of the East Indian Raihvay transferred thereto. The actual 
ainoniit debited to the East Indian Raihvay, which is approximately 5 
iakhs, includes in addition its share of non-recurring expenditure such 
as travelling allGAAmnce and concessions to the staff transferred' the cost 
of a year’s supply of cards as a working balance and leave salaries of 
certain senior officers Avho took leave shortly after joining the Clearing- 
Accounts Office. ' The total grant allotted to the Clearing Accounts Office 
for 1927-28 Avas Rs.' 10,91,000 and the expenditure Avas Rs. 48,000 less. 

The average normal cost of this work' previously on the East Indian 
LRailvray was 44 lakhs. i 

' ' (b)''The‘-tbtbT number bf'trriniSfteTial staff is 862, of Avhom 696 Avera 

taken from other raihvays. 

(c) The information will be obtained and s'upplied to the‘Honourable 
'Member. 

Complaints from Railways who are not Parties to THE-RAiLWAy Clearing- 
1 Accounts Office, op Irregularities. 

430.’Neogy: •(a)'Ts’'it-a-fact'that complaints are being 
received from Railways who are not parties ta the Clenring Office, of 

irregularities ? 
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(Zi) Has the Bengal Duars Railway, for instance, complained that it 
did not receive its apportionment of freight balance of through traffic 
transactions from April to November 1927 ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the' Clearing Accounts Office in its Coaching 
Division Sheets showed the East Indian Railway to be in debit to the North 
Western Railway for May and June 1927, while the case was actually the 
reverse of it ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state what enquiries have been 
made into these irregularities, by whom and with what result t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; The answer to parts (o), (b) and (c) is in the 
negative and part (d) does not arise. 

Powers of Apfointment, Transfer and Punishment of Subordinates 
VESTED IN the ToWN INSPECTORS OF PoST OFFICES. 

1431. Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : (a.) Is it a fact that the Town 
Inspectors of Post Offices are not authorised to appoint, transfer and punish 
their subordinates and to maintain their character-sheets in accordance with 
Rule 346 of the Post Office Manual Vol. 2 ? 

(h) Is it a tact that the Town Inspectors of Post Offices in the Madras 
Town have been issuing orders appointing, granting leave and transferring 
their subordinates and maintaining their character-sheets for many years ? 

Duties of the Toivn Inspectors of Post Offices in IMadras and Calcutta^ 

RESPECTIVELY, ETC. 

t432. Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : Will Government be pleased to lay 
on the table the following information : 

(a) a list of the duties done by the Town Inspectors of Post Offices 

in the iladras Town : 

(b) a list of the duties done by the Town Inspectors of Post Offices 

in Calcutta Town : 

(c) total number of postal Town Inspectors in Calcutta and how many 

of them transferred to clerical line, after 1st September 1927 : 
i' and 

(d) total number of postal Town Inspectors in Madras City and 

how many of them have been transferred to the clerical line 
after 1st September 1927 ? 

Starting Pay of a Town Inspector of Post Offices in Calcutta and 
Madras before the Introduction of the Time-Scale of Pay in 1920. 

t433. Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : Will Government he pleased to 

say : 

(а) the starting pay in the ease of a postal Town Inspector in Cal¬ 

cutta, before the introduction of the time scale of pay in 1920; 
and 

(б) the starting pay in the case of postal Town Inspector in Madras 

’ city prior to the introduction of the time scale of pay in 

' 1920 ?: 


tFor ans■^^e^ to this question, see answer to question No. 411. 
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Duties op Clerks of the'General Post Office, Madras. 

’ J i 

■t434. Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : (a) Is it a fact that the duties 
attached to the clerks of the Madras General Post) Office and its town sub¬ 
offices were the same prior to the 1st September 1927 in comparison with 
the Town Inspectors of Post Offices in Madras City ? 

(b) I£ not, which class had to perform superior duties ? 

Starting Pay of Postal Clerks and Town Inspectors of Post Offices 
IN Bombay Town prior to the Introduction of the Time-Scale of 

Pay. , 

t435. Mr. Narayan Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that prior to the intro¬ 
duction of the time-scale of pay in the Post Office : 

(a) the starting pay in the ease of a postal clerk in the Bombay town 

was Rs. 20, 

and 

(b) the starting pay in the case of Postal Town Inspectors in 

Bombay town was Es. 100 ? 

Minimum Pay of Clerks and Town Inspectors of Post Offices in 
Bombay Town after the Introduction of the Time-Scale of Pay. 

t436. Mr. Narayan Prasad Singh : Will the Government be pleased to 
say : 

(a) the minimum pay to which the pay of the clerks in the Bombay 

Po.st Offices was raised from Rs. 20 after the introduction 
of the time scale of pay in the Post Office : and 

(b) the minimum pay to which the pay of the Town Inspectors in 

the Bombay Town was raised from Rs. 100 after the introduc¬ 
tion of the time scale of jiay ? 

Non-Revision in 1920 of the Pay of Town Inspectors of Post Offices 

in Bombay Town. 

t437. Mr. Narayan Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that in 1920 no revision 
was made in the case of the postal Town Inspectors in the Bombay Town 
for the betterment of tbeir pay 'like tha't sanctioned to' other classes of 
postal employees ? 

If not, why not ? ' ' ' , 

Town Inspectors of Post Offices in Bombay Town. 

1438. Mr. Narayan Prasad Singh ; (a) Is it a fact that the Town 
Inspectors of the Bombay Town have been inspecting since long years the 
sub-post' offices in-charge of postmasters in the selection grades ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the permanent Town Inspectors, who have been 
exercising the aforesaid powers and other supervisory power.s over the 
clerks, senior or junior, have been replaced by men from the subordinate 
clerical line ? , _-____— 

tPor Jinsver to this question, see ansver to question No. 411, 
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(c) Is it a fact that the i)ermn»ient Town Jnspoctors who wcro ori^'inally 
taken as recruits from clerlt.s for the Ks. 300 fjrnde of Town Insjicctors 
'IniVc been ■working without duty allowance which tlic Dircclor-Ccneral dc- 
- eided to grant to them in his communieation No. AX-IOG, dated Ord Octo* 
* *hci', 1921, for tlie arduous natm-e of their duties 1 

{(1) If so, what steps, if any, lia'^'c been taken by the Government ? 


Demolition of Rubbish Bins in Kasauli Cantonment. 

d39. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava ; 3, Arc Govoniment aware *that 
in 1926, the Cantonment Authority, Kasauli, rcipnred hou-,e.own(*rs to 
provide rubbish bins in their compounds and tiic same were accordingly 
Iirovided by them ? 

2. 3s it a fact that in January 1!)28, tlie Board resolved to a.slc the 
house-owners'to demolish those bins 9 


3. Is it a fact that on receiving intimation about this, the liousc-owncr-- 
asked the Cantonment Board to compensate tlicm for tJic demolition under 
the terms of section 13S (3) of the Cantonments Act of 392-1 


4. Is it a fact that instead of proceeding in Iho matter according to' 
the section quoted above, the Cantonment Board has now issued notice*- 
asidiig the house-owners concerned to ilcmolish the ruhlilsli bins within 
14'days failing which the same are to he demolished througli the Canton¬ 
ment agency ? 


5. Will the Government be pleased to state why the claim of the hotise- 
owners for the cost of rubbish bins to he demolished,-is ignored when the 
' ’bins were constructed at the instance of the Cantbnmetit Authority 9 

propose to direct the Cantonment Anthoritv of 
, Kasauli either to withdraw their .order regarding-demolition of bins or to 
paj' the cost thereof to tlie owners of the houses 9 

. matter is one for the Cantonment Anthoritv 

to deal until, tJie Government of India do ii’ot 3»rdposc M.o'iiitc'rfere. 
A copy of the Honourable'Member’s question lias hourever been conveyed 
to .the Cantonment Authority. . 

Removal of Lala IVIahabeer Pershap from the Finance' Comiuttcd of 

THE Cantonment Board, Lucknow. 

^.19- Tha^ Das Bhargava ; l. Are Government-aware that 

the Finance Committee, Lucknow Cantonment Board, passed the follow¬ 
ing Resolution on. 18th May, 1928 : . l e loliow 

'■ '/ 'Resolved that as the-continiions .absence of Lala Mahabocr Persbad from Uir. 
'' meetings and bis objectionable l.nbit of keeping the E.xTfiiitive Oflicer L ic' 

aorhiice of Jns luteiition to nbslcnf himself till up- to 'the 4mniitteJ*<iincMSr”nL 

. W tbd'inemb-ers'b-uthmo iMtlS to 


-■Rnna-a' ^ Rcsolution was confirmed by the Cantonment 

'-BDaTd-in-its'meeting of-28th-May-1928 ? 
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’ 3. Are Government aware that Mr. Mahabeer Pershad in his registered 
letter, dated 22nd August, 1928, to the G. O. O.-in-Chief, Eastern Command, 
■pointed out that the statement of his continued absence from Finance Com¬ 
mittee meetings made in the Resolution quoted above was absolutely false 
and that during the period of 2^ years for which he had served upon the 
Finance ^ Committee, he was absent only from one meeting, and that for 
the one in which the said resolution was passed ? 

4. Is it a fact that even in the Finance Committee held on 18th May, 
from which Mr. Mahabeer Pershad was absent, he had written in time to 
the Executive Officer about his having been forced by circumstances not to 
attend the meeting ? 

5. Are Government prepared to enquire how far the statement of 
the Finance Committee is correct and to direct the Cantomnent Board to 
reinstate Mr. Mahabeer Pershad in his seat in the Finance Committee if 
the statement is found to be wrong ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am making enquiries and will let the Honour¬ 
able Member know the result. 


. Use oe Drinking Water for Irrigation Purposes in Ambala Canton¬ 
ment. 

441. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : 1. Are Government aware that 
a non-official member of the Cantonment Board, Ambala, brought to the 
notice of the Cantonment Board that water supplied for drinking in the 
Robert’s Pavilion was being used for purposes of irrigation ? 

2. Is it a fact that no action has been taken by the Cantonment Board, 
Ambala, to stop this mis-use of drinking water ? 

3. Is it a fact that there are several applications for public hydrants 
and' the Assistant Health Officer has reported that there is the danger of 
the outbreak of an epidemic owing to the people using unwholesome water 
for drinldng on account of their not getting enough drinking water ? 

4. Do the Government propose to insist that stringent action be taken to 
prevent pipe water being used for iridgation purposes, and issue directions 
for the same ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : It is neither possible nor desirable for tlie Gov¬ 
ernment of India to interfere with the Cantomnent Authority in a matter 
of this kind. The attention of the Honourable Member is drawn to sec¬ 
tion 51 (2) of the Cantonments Act, which provides for the control of 
Cantonment Boards in matters affecting public health, safety and eon- 
.venience. 

Stoppage op the Import of Ice in Ambala. 

•442. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : 1. Are Government aware that 
on 27th July 1928, the Cantonment Board passed a Resolution stopping the 
import of ice in Ambala ? 

2. Is it a fact that the Resolution in question directed the Health Officer 
to notify when the cholera epidemic prevailing in some place or places not 
-■'specified in the Resolution, subsided ? 
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o. Is it n fact that after the .said Resolution vns passed, the lilana^'Cr 
of the Patel Icc'Factory, Saharanporc, saiv the Health Officer and the 
-restriction "was removed in the case of the aijove h’actory l)y the Kxecujive 
Olileer ^'’ifhont any reference to tlic Cantonment Board or vithout hnvins: 
icconrse to section 25 of the Caulonmonts Act ? 

4. Is it a fact that the Re.solnlion in r|uostion ^avc no power to the 
Health Officer and to the E.xeciitivc Officer, to suspend its action in case of 
their being satisfied cither with the liygienie conditions of the Factory or 
with the wholesome character of the ice manufactured therein ? 

5. Are Government aAvarc that this action of tlic Executive Officer has 
caused great resentment among tho-sc connected with tlic sale of ice ? 

G. Will Government be pleased to slate why tlic Executive Oflicer .su.s- 
pended the action of the Cantonment Board Resolution referred to above, 
without reference to the Cantonment Board or without having recourse to 
the emergent provisions of section 25 o£ the CorPotnnents Act 1 

7. What steps do Government propo.se to take to efi’cctivelv slop such 
action on the part of the Executive Officer " 

Mr. G. M. Young ; Quosions Nos. 442 and 44G are answered together. 
It is within the competoneo of the Cantonment Board to dispose of the 
matters contained in tliese (luestions. The Government of India see un 
reason to interfere. 


Holding op JIeetings in Cajiera by the Cantonment Board, Ambala. 

_ 443. Pandit Thalcur Das Bhargava ; 1. Is it a fact that in tlic meet- 

ings of the Camonment Board, Ambala, hold in June, July and Auinist.. 
there were items that were discussed in camera under tlm niblirary insfruc- 
tions of the President 1 

2. Are Government aware that no note of these ‘ discu.ssion.s- ’ iield in 
camera was made in the proceedings nor were anv rea.sons given as to whv 
Gie discussions were held in camera, as was reqiiired hv section 4'’ of the 
Cantonments Act ? . - i uw 


3. Will Government be pleased to state what action it proposes to 

tiAn i? of tL G for non-compliance with the provisions of sec¬ 

tion 42 of the Cantonments Act with a view to .stop the repetition of hold- 

inquini.^' no information hut are making 


Alleged Insult to a Shopkeeper by Colonel William, Health Ofpicer 

Ambala. ' 


444. 


Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : 1. Has tlic attention of Gov- 
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3. Is it a fact that as stated in the Advocate, he used the words 
“ A damn Ass ” to a respectable shopkeeper while passing through the 
Grain Market ? 

4. Are Government aware that the shopkeeper insulted, intended to 
take legal action in the matter, hut it was dropped through the intervention 
of the non-official members ? 

5. Are Government prepared to take steps to impress upon the mili¬ 
tary officers, entrusted with the civic duties, to avoid discourtesy in 
all forms to the people with whom they come in contact in the dis¬ 
charge of their duties ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Government have seen the note referred lo. 
They have no intention of investigating so trivial an incident as that 
alleged to have taken place. 

Conduct op the Correspondence op the Cantonment Board by 
Colonel Moran, Executive Oppicer, Ambala. 

445. Pandit Thakur D.iss Bhargava : 1. Is it a fact that Colonel 
Moran, Executive Officer, Ambala, has been carrying on correspondence 
with the Northern Command and the Government on behalf of the Pre¬ 
sident, during the latter’s absence from the station due to the shifting 
of his headquarters to Kasauli. 

• 2. Is it a fact that during this time the correspondence was carried’ 
on, the Vice-President was all the time at the station ? 

3. Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(a) If it is admissible for the Executive Officer under the Act to 
ignore the Vice-President during the absence of the Pre- 
>sident from the station and to carry on correspondence him- 
self on behalf of the latter ? 

(&) If so, under what section of the Cantonments Act is this pro¬ 
cedure admissible ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : 1. The Government of India have received no 
letters signed by the Executive Officer of the Ambala Canlionment. They 
are not aware how correspondence with the Command lias been con¬ 
ducted hut it IS the normal fxmction' of the Executive Officer* as Sec¬ 
retary of the Board, under section 13 of the Act, to conduct the Board’s 
correspondence. 

2. The Government of India havm no information. 

3. (a) and (&)• There is no question of ignoring the Vice- 
President. The Vice-President’s function is to perform the statutory 
duties of the President during his absence and the conduct of corres¬ 
pondence is not one of those duties. On the other hand it is one of 
the duties of the Executive Officer under section 13 of the Act, and he 
pei-forms that duty on behalf of the Board and not on behalf of the 
President or the Vice-President, 

Stoppage op the Import of Ice op the Sirhind Ice Factory in Ambala 

Cantonment. 

t446. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava ; 1. Is it a fact that the Assistant 
Health Officer recommended the stopping of the import of the ice of 

tPor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 442. 

L145IiA ' E2 
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tlie Sirliind Ice Factory on llie ground that tlie Health Authorities, Ainbahi, 
could not he sure if the Factory -was being run on sanitary lines 1 

2. Is it a fact that the Cantonment Board stopped the import of all 
iee from outside in Ambala Cantonment in its meeting of 27th July, 
1928 ? 

3. Are Government aware that as a result of this action of the Can¬ 
tonment Board, the Manager of the Sirhind Factory had to talce tlie 
Assistant Healtli Officer, Ambala, to Sirhind on pajnncnt of a heavy 
fee ? 

4. Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether they approve of the action of the Assistant Health Officer 

to undertake the inspection of the Factory after his having 
’. moved the stopping of the import of its ice without the permis¬ 
sion of the Cantonment Board: and . - 

(б) if the Assistant Health Officer took permission for leaving 

the station for that purpose ? 

5. Are Government aware that the above proceeding on tlie pan. of 
the Assistant Health Officer had led to an impression among the people 
that they should get the Factory inspected by the Assistant llcnltli 
Officer before the manufactured ice can be allowed to he sold in the 
Ambala Cantonment ? 

Notification in the Local Gazette of the Names of Elected or Nomi¬ 
nated Members of Cantonment Boards before they can sit on the 
.Board. 

447. Pandit Thakur Bass Bhargava ; 1. Is it a fact that under the 
Cantonments Act, 1924, no elected or nominated member can .sit on the 
Board unless his name has been notified in the loc.'il gazette ? 

2. Are Government aware that one Ma.ior Steel was allowed to sit 
on the Cantonment Board meeting of 24th August, 1928, though his 
name had not yet been notified in the Punjab Gazette 1 

3. Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) Who was responsible for this illegality ? 

(&) What action do the Government propose to take against him ? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take to prevent the re¬ 
currence of such an illegality in tlie future 1 

Mr. G. M. Young : (1) The law on the .subject is conlainod in sec¬ 
tions 14 (2), and 15 (3) and (4) of the Cantonments Act, 1924. 

(2) and (3). Inquiries ai^e being made and the Honourable Member 
will be informed in due course. 

Notice issued under Section 239 of the Cantonments Act to Mr. 
Ganesh Pershad op Jubbulpore Cantonment. 

448. Pandit Thakur Dass Bhargava : 1. Are Government aware that 
one Mr. Ganesh Pershad of Jubbulpore received alleged rude treatment 
from Captain Ram Mohan, Assistant Health Officer, Jubbulpore, on 2nd 
June 1927 ? 
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2. Is it a fact tliat instead of Captain Earn Mohan’s making amends 
for his objectionable behaviour, the Executive Officer, Jubbulpore, wrote 
a letter No. 631, dated 9th June 1927, to Mr. Ganesh Pershad, demand¬ 
ing from him an apology within seven days for obstructing Captain 
Ram Mohan in doing his duty on 2iid June, 1927, at 6-30 p.m. ? 

3. Are Government aware that after 'the above letter was issued, the 
Brigade Commander, Colonel C. J. B. Hay, served upon Mr. Ganesh Per¬ 
shad-^ notice No. 708, dated 17th June 1927, under section 239 of the 
Cantonments Act, to show cause why he should not be excluded from the 
Cantonment ? 


4. Is it a fact that 'this notice, though issued by the Colonel Com¬ 
mandant from the Brigade Headquarters, was sent by the Executive 
Officer under an A. D. registered eover ? 

5. Are Government aware that the notice under section 239 was 
subsequently withdrawn by the letter of the Executive Officer, Jubbulpore, 
No. 756, dated 22nd June 1928 ? 


6. Are Government aware that section 239 of the Cantonments Act 
can be applied only when there is an actual or apprehended tampering 
with the loyalty of troops 7 


■ 7. Will Government be pleased to state how the causing of alleged 

obstruction to a public servant in the performance of his duty, even if true, 
could be a legitimate reason for the use of section 239 of the Cantonments 
Act 7 


8. Are Government aware that the issuing of the above notice was 
regarded by the people of Jubbulpore as a palpable abuse of section 239 
and caused great consternation among 'them ? 


9. Do Government propose to take suitable action against Colonel 
Hay for attempting to misuse section 239 and take steps to prevent such 
an attempt in any Cantonment of India in future 7 

10. Will Government be pleased to state why the notice served by 

Colonel Hay under section 239 was subsequently ® 

upon the table the apology that may have been asked from Mr. Ganesh 

Pershad ? 

IWr G M Young : Government have no information about this 
matter Enquiries are being made and 'the results mil be communica e 
to the Honourable Member in due course. 


rssuE OF A Notice under Section 239 of the Cantonments Act to Mb. 

Raja Ram of Jubbulpore Cantonment. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : 1. Are Government aware that 
r. r J B Hav of Jubbulpore Brigade issued a notice 

aud'S^seetS™ 239 of the Cantonments Act on Mr. Raja Ram of Jubbul¬ 
pore in June 1928 ? 

9 Is it a foci that the issuing of the notice was due to certain differences 
between Sja Ram and the Assistant Health Offleer Oaptam Ram 

Mohan of Jubbulpore ? ' -t-i 

3. Are Government aware that this notice was .subsequently with¬ 
drawn ? s 

L145IjA 
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4. Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) Wby and for what specific acts on the part of hlr. Raja Ram 

was this notice served upon liim ? 

(b) Why and under wliat circumstances was it withdrawn ? 

5. Are Government aware that the people of Jubbulpore regard it 
as an act of highhandedness, on the part of tiio authorities to terrorise 
people into a silent submission to the alleged illegal acts of the Canton¬ 
ment Authoritj’" of Jubbulpore ? 

6. Do Government propose to take suitable steps to allay this feeling • 

Mr. G. M. Young ; Oovermneut have no information about ihis 
matter. 

I am making enquiines and will let the Honourable hlember know tlio 
result as soon as possible. 


Loan to the ISIilitaey Authorities of some Lorries purchased by the 
CANT omiENT Board, Jubbulpore, for Conservancy Purposes. 


450. Pandit Thakur Das Bbargava : 1. Is it a fact that the Canton¬ 
ment Board, Jubbulpore, purchased seven lorries in December 1927 for 
conservancj' purposes ? 

2. Is it a fact that on two occasions some of these lorries were lent 
to_ 1.he local military authorities, for use in manoeuvres or for some other 
military purposes ? 

3. Will Government bo pleased to .stale if rlie Cantonment Board, 
Jubbulpore, formally sanctioned the lending of these lorries to the mili¬ 
tary authorities and, if so, under what resolution and on what terms ? 

4. Will Government be further pleased to state if if is advisable in 
the public interest, to lend lorries purchased for an important municipal 
service to the military authorities ? 

5. Will Government he pleased to state the amount of hire the 
Cantonment Board received from the militarj’- authorities for the use 
cf the lorries on each occasion and if the amounts so received were duly 
credited to the Cantonment Fund ? 


6. Is it ^ fact that the amounts of hire for both the occasions were 
about Rs. ],950 and Rs. 984, respectively, and the above amounts were 
paid to the Cantonment Board by the military authorities ? 

7. If the reply to question No. 5 be in the negative, will Government 
be pleased to state why no “ hire ” was charged ? 

., ^ ^ lil^e was charged and received as stated in question No. 6, 
wiU Government please specify the date on which it was received by 


bein^'^mad'e no information. Enquiries are 

her fn Tie course^^ communicated fo the Honourable Mem- 
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Construction OB’ Platforms for Ingress to and Exit from Houses in 

Cantonment Bazars. 

461. Pandit Thaknr Das Bhargava : (a) Is it a fact that the Govern¬ 
ment of India .(Army Department) have been pleased to issue a letter 
No. 316-22|2-A.D. by virtue of which all platforms for ingress to and 
exit from houses in Cantonment bazars in existence prior to the date of 
the letter have been deemed to form part of the original grant and allowed 
to stand ? 

(6) What have Government proposed to do in respect of future appli¬ 
cation for construction of platforms for ingress to and exit from houses 
in Cantonment bazars • Avhether the sites adjoining freehold sites are 
to be given free of charge or they pi’opose to charge rent in respect of 
such sites also ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; (a) Tes. 

(b) All future applications for the grant of sites for the construc¬ 
tion of platforms in front of houses in Cantonments will be dealt Avith 
under the Cantonmen'tl Land Administration Rules, 1925. 

Noaunation op a Non-Official Member to the Cantonment Board, 

Peshawar. 

452. _ Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) Wliat are the considera¬ 
tions to which the Goveimment pay regard while nominating non-official 
members to the Cantonment Boards ? 

(b) Is dismissal from the Cantonment Committee for some misconduct a 
qualification or a disqualification for such nomination ? 

(c) Is private service of British officials of the Cantonment a qualifi¬ 
cation or a disqualification ? 

(d) Is it a fact that a person dismissed from the Cantonment Committee 
and a private teacheT to some British officials has been nominated as a non¬ 
official member to the Peshawar Cantonment ? 

(e) If the answer to the above question is in the affirmative will the 
Government kindly give reasons why such a man was selected for nomina¬ 
tion ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a), (b) and (c). The attention of the Honour¬ 
able Member is invited to sections 14, 28, 34 and 35 of the Oaiitonments 
Act, 1924. 

(d) and (e). I am making enquiries and Avill let the llononrahle 
Member know the result. 

House Accommodation for Military Officers in the Peshawar Can¬ 
tonment. 

453. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) With reference to the reply 
to question No. 536 asked by Pandit Hirday Nath Nunzru on 26tb 
March, 1928, Avhen Government was pleased to inform the House that 
an officer Avas deputed to enquire into the conditions of house accom¬ 
modation for military officers in Peshawar, has the report of that officer 
been received ? Will the Government lay a copy of the report and the 
orders if any passed on the same on the table ? 
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{b) Is it a fact that under the orders of the Army Department the uld 
freehold sit'e under Ininf'alow No. 8, Fort Itoiul, Poslmwar. lojinp 
resumed ? 

(c) If the reply is in the anirmutive will tlie Govornnient kitvdly stale 
under which law or contrnct they arc proceediiif' in tlie matter ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the owner of the ljungalow lias recently made 
extensive alterations in the himpnlow making the .same .suitable for Indian 
style of living and is himself oecui)ying the hnngnlow 1 

(c) Will the Government kindly .slate the military necessities, which 
force the Govoi’nraent to resume the site ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) The olTicer, who was the Deputy .Secretary 
in the Ai'iny Department, conferred both with tlie military nulliorities 
and with the honsc-owncr.s on the subject of accommodation for nulitury 
officers in the Peshawar Caiitonme.nt. lie made notes of the conferences, 
but submitted no report, as on his return he was appointed ofiieiatiji" 
Secretary in the Army Department. Action lui*; been initiated on theso 
notes, but the Government of India do tiot ]iropose (o la.r.ihem on the 
table. 

(h) Orders have been issued for the resumption of hnngalow No. H, 
Fort Road. 

(c) The grant of sites for tlie purpose of building nousCh for mili¬ 
tary officers in cantonments is governed liy rules issued from rilin' to time. 
A copy of the Rules, Regulations and Order.s in force before tlie pnbli* 
cation of the Cantonment Code has been jdaeed in the lahrary. Tim 
Cantonment Code itself was suVeriuently su]ierseded by the Cantonment 
Land Administration Rules. 192.’). It is under the above mejitioned Rules 
and Regulations that Govcriunent are proceeding in the matter, tis thi-. 
pai'ticular site was granted hefoi'c the publication of the Canlnnmont Code 
in 1899. 

(d) I understand that the owner lias very recently made some .such 
alterations. 

(c) The bungalow was until lately rcguhirlv occupied by military 
officers. Government were informed that the orvner htid allowed ihV 
bungalow to fall into sueli a state of di.srcpair that- the military officer 
last in occupation was compelled to leave the bungalow, whereupon the 
owner instantly took steps to occupy the bungalow himself. The 
militaiy nec^sity for resumption is the shortage of bungalow aeeomino- 
datjon for officers in the Pe.shawar Cantonment, eouplod with the fact 
f at this bungalow, like other.s, was huilf for (he accommodation of mili- 
tap officers on a site granted for tlie purpose. Governim-nt haw' no 
intention of interfering unnecessarily witli the eslabli.shed and homi fide 
occupation of houses by civilians, even if such houses may have been 
bnilt on sites granted for the specific purpose of accommodation of mili¬ 
tary officers. But they are obliged to malcc u.se of their legal power.s 
When attempts such as the above are made to deprive militarv officers 
01 their accommodation. 

Trial op Case.s under the Cantonments Act in Hazara, Bannu 
and Dera Isjiail Khan. 

Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) Is it a fact that the 
ex-ofiicio representatives such as District klngistrates on Cantonment Boards 
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in-Peshawar and Kohat are not allowed to try eases under the Cantorunents 
Act and such eases are tried by magistrates unconcei'ned with the Board. / 
(b) Will the Government state if the same rule obtains in Hazara, 
Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) and (b). Government have no information. 
The matter is at the discretion of the Chief Commissioner and Agent to 
the Governor General, North-West Frontier Province. 

Resignation oe Mr. Nabsingh Das, an Elected Member oe the Canton¬ 
ment Board, Jubbulpore, 

455. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : Is it a fact that as a pro¬ 
test against the waste of public money involved in the purchase of seven 
loi’ries for conservancy services by the Cantonment Board, Jubbulpore, in 
the teeth of public opposition Mr. Narsingh Das, an elected member of the 
Cantonment Board, Jubbulpore, from Ward No. 5 resigned his seat on 
the Board on 13th December, 1927 ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am making enquiries and will let the Honour¬ 
able Member knotv the result in due course. 


MESSAGES PROM THE COUNCIL OP STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, two Messages have been received 
from the Secretary of the Council of State. The first Message runs as 
follows : • . . 1 1 ., 

" I am directed to inform you that the Coune.il of State have, at their meeting held 
on the 18th September, 1928, agreed without any amendments to the Bill further to 
amend the Indian Mines Act, 1923, for certain purposes, which was passed by the 
Legislative Assembly on the 27tli March, 192S.’• 


The second Message runs as follows : 

“I am directed to inform you that the Council of State have, at their meeting 
held on the 19th September, 1928, agreed without any amendments to the Bill turner 
to amend the Indian Succession Act, 1925, which was passed by the Legislative Assembly 
on the 22nd March, 1928. ” 


PETITIONS RELATING TO THE SPECIAL MARRIAGE (AMEND¬ 
MENT) BILL. 

Mr Deputy President (Maulvi Muhammad Yakub; Sir, T have the 
honour to present the Report of the Committee on Petitions i;elating_ to 
the Bill to amend the Special Marriage Act, 1872. This petition, wliieh 
is from the Parsee Federal Council, Bombay, is m opposition to the 

Bill. 


THE PUBLIC SAFETY (REMOVAL PROM INDIA) BILL. 

Presentation op the Report op the Select Committee. 

The Honourable Mi'. J. Crerar (Home Member) ; Sir, I move that the 
instructions given to the Select Committee on the Bill to 
removal from British India in certain cases of persons not bei^ Indian 
SS subjects or subjects of States in India to present its Report 
wdthin three days be withdrawn and that the Select Committee be 
instructed to present its Report by the 20th Septembei, 1928. 

The motion was adopted. 
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The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Sir, I present the Keport of the 
Select Committee on the Bill to provide for the removal from British 
India in certain cases of persons not being Indian Briti.sh subjects or 
subjects of States in India. 


THE RESEEVATION OP THE COASTAL TRAFFIC OP INDIA BILL. 

Mr. President ; The House will now resume further consideration of 
the following motion moved by hir. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji on the 13th 
September, 1928 : 

“ Th.1t the Bill to reserve the Coastal Traffic of India to ludian vessels be referred 
to a Select Committee. ’ ’ 

Mr. R. K. Shanmnkham Chetty (Salem and Coimbatore cam North 
Arcot : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, my Honourable friend, Sir James 
Simpson, in the vei'y admirable but unconvincing speech that lie delivered 
the other day remarked that India’s rights and British interests are inter- 
cRpendent. I submit that ray Honourable friend would liavc been nearer 
the truth if he had varied that statement and said that India’s rights have 
always been dependent on British interests. We have had innumerable 
examples in the political and economic history of this country when the 
rights of India ofame into conflict with the interests of Britain and in the 
struggle the interests of Britain had always triumphed. The Bill which has 
been introduced by mj' Honourable friend is a clear case in which India’s 
rights have come into direct conflict with the British interests and India will 
once again watch with interest as to what will be the verdict of this House 
n this conflict. I do not think that it is necessary for me to take the time 
. , House 111 attempting to prove that India has the undoubted 
right of reserving the coastal trade of the country to her own 
u fi examples of many other countries in the world go to show 
that all these countries have exercised this undoubted right. My Honoui-- 
ahle friend the Commerce Member referred to the international regime of 
maritime ports which was held in Geneva in 1923 and which was attended 
by 31 maritime countries of the world. The Convention and Statute on the 
international regime of maritime ports makes it perfectly clear that coastal 
reservation is not inconsistent with international law and usage. In fact- 
Artiele 9 of that Convention specifically excludes the coastS trade of aw 
country and states that this Statute does not in any way apply to the mSp 
time coasting trade. In fact, in applying and exercising the right of coastal 
reservation, some countries of the world have gone even beyond rLoernised 

M?rmtn''T?ritfL° adopted a course of action vdiich has caused 

^ shipping circles. It is stated in the Survey of Overseas 

sh?u^f be liL-fp/? ««"stiug trade- 

territory, the 

^ United States^ and of Portugal have held that it 
United State^^P^^ voyages to Colonies and overseas Dominions ; and the 
AinSa^anfl ^served voyages between the United States of 

^^ejlmted States of America and Hawaii and 

provided for the closing 

iLnds and’ between the United States and the Virgin 

had been i, when adequate American shipping services 

that nnv ;,and ,it is remarked in this book very pertinently 

to Pi-ifkb Sb?' thi.s principle would do cons^erable harm 

-i tish .shipping and to international commerce. While the extension 
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of this principle might undoubtedly do serious harm to British shipping 
and to international commerce it is not for a moment contended that the 
United States of America and Portugal have gone beyond their rights 
in exercising this right of reserving coastal trade. In face of the example 
of great countries like the United States of America in this direction I 
hope the House will agree with me that it is not necessary to go into 
the question whether we have got the right by international law to 
reserve the coastal trade of our country to our own nationals. 

Let us, Sir, examine it from the point of view of how it affects the rights 
of the other countries of the British Empire ; whether India in exercising 
this right will in any way violate the rights of any of the dominions of 
the British Empire. Now, in dealing with this aspect of the question, I 
might consider it in two aspects ; whether we infringe the legal rights of 
either Britain or of any of the Dominions and Avhether we infringe the 
moral right of either Britain or an 3 ’- of the Dominions. The question 
whether we would infringe the legal rights of any part of the British 
Empire bj’’ enacting these laws wiU, I presume, be discussed at a later stage 
when the objection of the European Group of whieli tlie.y hav’^e given notice 
to you, Sir, is taken into consideration ; and at that stage we on this side 
of the House hope to convince you, and this House that in exercising this 
right we would be acting in eonformitj’- with the provisions of the British 
Mereliant Shipping Act, which governs eases of this nature. I would, 
therefore, turn to the question whether we affect and infringe the moral 
right of Britain or any of the Dominions. In connection with this aspect 
of the questions, my Honourable friend the Commerce Member brought up 
the example of South Africa, and pointed out that the passage of anj' legis¬ 
lation of this nature by this House might seriouslj^ hamper the very deli¬ 
cate negotiations which the Government of India are alwaj'^s engaged in car¬ 
rying on with the Government of the Union of South Africa. I am glad 
Sir, that my Honourable friend the Commerce Member took the example of 
South Africa rather than any other part of the British Empire. This Bill 
has been described in various quai’ters as a discriminatory measure, and if 
tliere is one part of the British Empire rather than another where discrinn- 
nation has been practised as a tine art it is the Union of_ South Africa. Let 
us, examine whether in enacting the provisions of this Bill we would do any¬ 
thing to wound the susceptibilities of the South African people ; wlietlier 
we would affect the rights that they have got as citizens of the British Em¬ 
pire and whether we would be doing anything in contravention of the 
Hirrecment Avhich the GoA-ernment of India has recently arriA'ed at with the 
Union of South Africa. Sir, it has been conceded bj”- the Imperial Conference 
that CA^ery part of the Briti.sh Empire has got the right to _ regulate the 
character of its own population and I ask : has not the Union of South 
Africa exercised this right against the whole Indian nation ? ^ IlaA^e they 
not enacted a law that no Indian, CA’^en though he be a subject of His 
Majesty the King, can enter South Africa and reside there in future ? And 
I ask ff South Africa thought it fit to exercise the right that has been con¬ 
ferred by the Kesolution of the Imperial Conference, how in justice can 
South Africa complain if we exercise the undoubted right Avhich has been 
given to us bv the British Merchant Shipping Act AA'hen Ave say that the 
coastal trade of India shall be reserA-ed to Indian nationals and none else 1 
(i¥r. Saralhai Nemchancl Baji “ Has South Africa complained ” ?) 
Well, I do not know whether South Africa has complained. I ask Avhether 
South Africa can have anA’- justification for lodccins: a complaint of this 
nature. Sir, I do not think for a moment that the House will agree with 
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the IloHourable llie (.'onueorcc .Momber tlinl in cnnelinj? {bi< lufai-ni'e w 
will be doiiifr niiytliijjfj: whieh will iiijikc llieii- jjnsilinn with Soutli .Africa 
flifiicull. 1 maintain it is mil ineniisistcnt even witii the ai-rrcmaent ?ltat 
we have arrived at with South Afvien. 

Having diRposed of the point whether wc linvc got in iiitcrnational law 
tlie right of reserving onr coastal trade t«i our own nntionuK’, and having 
endeavoured to show tliat. in OKoreising that right we would not be violating 
the riglits of any oilier part of the I'.ritish Kiujiire, I would now go on to 
show that we can cfVoctively exorcise this viaht of reservation of the eoastal 
trade In our own nationals. It might be argued that we Itave got ibenretie- 
ally tlie right of reserving our coastal trade, but if it can be proved that in 
practice we cannot elTcctively exerci.s-e that right, there will lie no point in 
our enacting this law and trying to exercise that right. A great iiortion 
of the speech of mj' Honourable friend, the Coinineree Mcinbor, wa.s devoted 
to a consideration of this a.spee.t of the que.stion. He devoted a considerable 
part of his speech to show that, on account of the peculiar position of the 
Indian Continent, the existence of foreign ports and ports helonging to 
Indian States, it may jirove in practice that though we may enact this law, 
we will fail to achieve our object. Sir, 1 would like to examine 
briefly this contention put forward by n^v Honourable frieiid. At first 
he said that there Avas some ditlicully ahout the definition of com¬ 
mon carrier, and very pertinently lie asked the (jne--tiou whether a com¬ 
pany like the British India Steam Navigation Company would come under 
the definition of common earritu* as given in the Bill. I am glad my 
Honourable friend raised this point, because it eerlainly goes to the veiw 
root of the whole matter. I grant that when avc look into the definition of 
common carrier, .some doubt might be east wliotbcr it will apply to a 
company like the British India Steam Navigation Company. But f would 
like to draw my Hononrahle friend’s attention to a ease which Avas_. 
decided in the ^Madras High Court on this veiy jioint. It was in a case 
reported in 38 Madras, 041, in Avhich the Briti.sh India Steam Navijration 
Company u-ere the defendants. The definite (piestinn raised in that ease 
Avas Avhetlier the British India Steam Navigation Company Avere common 
carriers or not, and the decision of the IMadras High Coiirt in that case 
was tliat the British India Steam Navigation Company Avere common 
carriers. 

^ The Honourable Sir George Eainy (Afcmber for Comiuerco and 
EailAA-ays) : Maj’- I have the reference again ? I did not catch it. 

Mr. R. K, Shanmukham Chetty : 38, Madras. 041. 

Mr. H. G. Cocke (Bombay : European) : What date 7 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : I am not certain ahout the year, but 
I think it must be someAvliere about 3012 or 1033. 3’nlc.ss the legal position 
of the British India Steam Navigation Company 1ms elmnged since the deci¬ 
sion Avas giA'en in this case, I contend that the definition of common carrier 
would cover the British India Steam NaA-igation Company. Bui oven taking 
it for granted that the definition may not include the British India Steam 
NaAUgation Company, it is, as my Honourable friend remarked, a Select 
Committe point, and in the Select Committee avc might try to find another 
phraseology or another definition Avhich Avill acliicve the object aa'c liave 
got in viCAV. 

My Honourable friend next referred to foreign ports, ports like Pondi¬ 
cherry and Mormngao. Mj’^ Honourable friend’s argument Ava.s tliis, that 
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if we include these ports in our scheme for coastal reservation we would be 
directly coming into conflict with the international agreement that we have 
entered into with them, and if we omit those ports, we may fail to achieve 
the very object that we have in view. I agree that we cannot include these 
foreign ports in our scheme. But I contend that the existence of these 
foreign ports will not seriously affect the scheme of coastal reservation that 
we propose. For one thing the trade that emanates from and terminates in 
these foreign ports, as compared with the total volume of the coasting trade 
of India, is practically negligible. The total coastal trade (imports) of 
India is Es. 114 crores of which the trade of these foreign ports is about 2 
erores 83 lakhs. The total coastal trade (exports) of the whole of India is 
Ks. 109 crores of which the foreign ports take about Ks. 1.30 crores, so that 
in the total coastal trade of about Rs. 219 crores the foreign ports take only 
Ks. 4 crores. So that their percentage is absolutely negligible. But I can 
imagine some of my Honourable friends opposite advancing another argu¬ 
ment, that if you enact this law your coastal trade might be diverted to 
these foreign ports. 

Mr. H. G. Cocke : The whole lot. 

Mr. R, K. Shanmukham Ohetty .- The whole lot ? I am glad that my 
Honourable friend puts it in that strong way, that the whole lot of the 
coastal trade might be diverted from the British Indian ports to the foreign 
ports. 

Mr. H. G. Cocke ; I did not say the whole lot. I said the whole argu¬ 
ment. 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Chetty ; I never thought that my Honour¬ 
able friend had such a Aveak ease as that. Well, my Honourable friends are 
business men and I am sure they would certainly understand what I am 
'going to say. If the coastal trade of a country is to be diverted effectively 
to anj^ port, the argument presupposes the existence of a hinterland behind 
that port which will take the commodities diverted to it. Now, I ask, is 
there any hinterland worth the name behind these foreign ports in the con¬ 
tinent of India ? 

Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowners’. Association : Indian Com¬ 
merce) : The States. 

Mir. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : I am now talking of 'the foreign 
ports ; I will come to the States later. I am sure my Honourable friends 
do not imagine that the trade diverted to these foreign ports will be sent on 
to British India through the land frontier. If they attempted to do that, 
surely the frontier customs would come into operation which will make it 
absolutelj' difficult. 

Sir Victor Sassoon ; Land cu.stoms would be the same as the sea cus¬ 
toms. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : If you attempted to divert cargo, 
say, to a foreign port like Pondicherry and then take it by train and import 
it into British India, bearing all these freight charges and paying land 
customs, does my Honourable friend mean to say that it would be an econo¬ 
mical proposition ? 

Sir Victor Sassoon ; Land customs will be the same as the sea cus¬ 
toms. 
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]Mr. R. K. STia. -nimikh am Chetty : I know that, but the operation of 
the land customs combined with the cost of the railway freight would make 
it uneconomical to adopt that course. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : It depends npon where the goods are going. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber : Indian 
Commerce ) : (to Mr. Shanmukham Chetty) : He admits that. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : I shall wait and see what my. 
Honourable friends have to say on this point. 

I will now take the ease of the ports belonging to the Indian States. 
Here I maintain that so far as we have been able to understand the attitude 
of some of the Indian States, they would come into the scheme of coastal 
reservation. Representatives of the Government of Baroda and of Travan- 
eore appeared before the Indian Mercantile klarine Committee and in the 
evidence that they gave on behalf of their respective Governments they 
strongly advocated a policy of coastal reservation. So that I take it that 
it will be to the advantage of these Indian States to come info the scheme 
of coastal reservation, and if we pass the law, we can by agreement make it 
equally applicable to Indian States ports also. That Js my answer. Even 
talcing it for granted that the Indian States do not come into this scheme 
of coastal reservation' then I contend the same arguments that apply to 
the foreign ports would apply to the ports belonging to Indian States 
also. For one thing their trade also is negligible. Out of a total of 219 
erores of coastal trade, while 4 erores as I said went to the foreign ports, 
only about 17 erores went to the Indian ports. The existence of the 
foreign ports and the ports belonging to the Indian States will not there¬ 
fore come in the way of our making the scheme of coastal reservation 
really effective. (An Sonourahle Member : “ What about Kathiawar ?”) 

I understand that Jamnagar has already started a shipping concern and 
I have reason to thinlc that most of the Indian States would readily come 
into the scheme of coastal reservation. It will be to their interests to do 
so. The existence of these obstacles on the Indian continent cannot there¬ 
fore really stand in the way of our enacting a measure of this nature. 

I now come to the third part of my speech. Is it to our economic and 
national interests to exercise the undoubted right that we have of reserving 
our coastal trade to our own nationals ? We have got a right in interna¬ 
tional law to do this and if Ave chose to do so Ave can effectively exercise that 
right. But if it can be proA'ed that in exercising that right, aa'c will not ad- 
Amnce our economic and national interests, I aaIU be the first to say that we 
should not exercise that right. Noav. Sir, I .sliall come to the famous econo¬ 
mic arguments of Sir Charles Innes. iily Honourable friend the Commerce 
Member said that the economic arguments of Sir Charles Innes haAm not yet 
been ansAA^ered in spite of the considerable lapse of time since those arguments 
were adA’-aneed. In the short eompa.s.s of a speech you will agree with me, 
Sir, that it is not possible to give a detailed an.swer to tbe various arguments 
of Sir Charles Innes, but I Avill endeaA'our to giA^e a brief outline of the 
ansAvers that I liaAm got to those arguments, i\Iy friend Sir Charles Innes 
began his economic arguments by stating an axiom. And what i.s that 
axiom ? It is this. He said : 

" I take it as axiomatic and I think That iiohody AA-ill disagree AA-ith me Avhen I 
say that reserA-ation of the coastal trade to your OAAai nationals must inroh-e your 
countrj' in economic loss, even if such loss may be concealed.” 
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His whole argument is based on Tvhat he calls this axiom; I may straight¬ 
away say that I emi^hatieally repudiate this axiom. It is contrary to all 
economic principles and is against the lessons drawn from the experience of 
other countries of the world. This argument may be advanced gainst 
any protective measure. Is it contended that every protective measure will 
lead to economic loss ? I am sure my Honourable friends cannot sub¬ 
stantiate a statement like that. I content that this axiomatic statement 
of Sir Charles Innes is against all economic laws and the experience of 
the' world. His whole argument, being based on this fallacious axiom, 
falls to the ground. Anyway I will examine some parts of that argument. 
He said if you reserve the coastal trade for your owm nationals, what will 
be the result. There will be a rise in freight for the coastal trade. He 
makes a very simple mathematical calculation. He takes the total volume 
of tonnage that is now carried on in the coastal trade of India, the 
average freight that is now charged, and then on the analogy of Algiers 
he presumes that soon after this Bill conies into operation freights wiU 
go up 20 per cent, and concludes that the countiy would be involved in a 
loss of 70 lakhs per year. This argument is fallacious. Firstly, the 
argument presumes that the existing freights on the coastal trade of India 
is economically at its minimum. 

Sir James Simpson (Associated Chambers of Commerce ; Nominated 
Non-Official) : You want to advance the rate ? 

Mr. R, K. Shanmukham Ohetty : What I mean to say is that the pre¬ 
sent freight that obtains in the coastal trade of India is high and that the 
British India Steam Navigation Company in the coastal trade of India is 
really charging more than it ought to charge. Sly Honourable friend Mr. 
Birla gave some figures to show the profits of the British India Steam Naviga¬ 
tion Company which proves my argument. If you once concede that the rates, 
that exist are themselves considerably high, then there is not sufficient ground 
to presume that if you create what is called a monopoly the rates will go 
still higher. The presence of my Honourable friend Mr. Haji in this House 
has led very many of my Honourable friends to think that there is onlj’' the 
Seindia Steam Navigation Company plying in the coastal trade. There 
are already seven Indian companies including the Seindia Steam Naviga¬ 
tion Compan 3 ^ If this Bill is passed and this protection is given to the 
Indian eoa.stal shipping, more companies will come into existence and as a 
Te.sult of the competition freights will be at their proper economic level. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : What is the percentage of the tonnage of the 
Seindia Steam Navigation Companj'" to the total tonnage of all these com¬ 
panies ? 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty-: I cannot say that at the moment. 
Wliat I mean to say is that even under existing conditions there are seven 
companies which are competing with one another and if jmu pass this 
measure, more companies will come into existence and freight will be at its 
.proper level. That is mj^ w'hole point and whether more companies will 
come into existence or not is another point on which mj" Honourable friends 
have a doubt and I will come to that later on. Wlien I read the axiom of 
Sir Charles Innes, it took my breath away and when I read the example 
he gave I must confess I was reallj’" astounded. Sir Charle.s Innes gave the 
example of Chile. He said that as a result of the coastal reservation of 
Chile for its own nationals, freight went up about 50 per cent. Now, my 
Honourable friend does not give the authority for that, statement. I hope 
niy Honourable friend -Sir George Eaiin- will give the authority for that 
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statement. Sir, here is the report on the industrial and economic situation 
in f'liile, dated September, 1924, and in that report it is stated tliat tlie 
tonnage required b.v the Cliilenn owners since the passing o£ this law' resulted 
in a superabundance of vc.ssels for tliat nation and then in llui report for 
the next year, that is September, 1925, it is stated that the Chilean shipping 
conijianies have sull'ered from (lie general depression in the trade. 

Sir James Simpson : Ileai', hear. 

Mr. E. K. Shanmukham Chetty ; I do no'tt exactly Icnow what the 
Honourable Member means by saying “ Hear, hoar I suppose that is 
meant to exi>ose the fallacy of Sir Charles Inncs’ argument. If there is 
superabundance of tonnage, if there is depression. 

Sir James Simpson : The shipping trade sutVers. 

Mr. E. K. Shanmukham Chetty : Then, that is very good for the 
consumers whose interests you have so much at heart. I hojic my Honour¬ 
able friend the Commerce itleniber will give authority for this .statement of 
Sir Charle.s Innes. Sir Charles Junes tlien proceeds to point out that it 
costs 36s. a ton to shiji wheat over a distance of 700 mile.s of coast and it 
costs 30.S-. a ton to ship for 7.900 miles from Chile to the United Kingdom 
and there is an interrogation mark—I suppose Sir Charles lmic.s must have 
put it in in the corrected copy (Laughter) : .“IG shillings a ton for the coastal 
trade of 700 miles and 30 shillings a ton for 7.900 miles, and from thi.s he 
w'ants us to draw the conclusion that coastal reservation lias ruined Chile. 
Sir, even without coastal reservation, what is the state of affairs existing in 
India 1 The figures given hy Mr. Birla the other day showed that the 
average freight per ton to carry coal from Bombay to the United Kingdom, 
a distance of 6,000 miles, is 24 shillings per ton, whereas the average freight 
per ton for the coastal trade of India, wiiich does not exceed 2,000 miles, 
is 30 shillings per ton. Is that, Sir, a result of coastal reservation, or is it 
the I'csult of monopoly or the i’e.sult of exploitation ? So the example given 
by Sir Chai-les Innes does not prove the argument that he wants ns to 
accept. 

My Honourable friends would say, “ All this is well and good if you 
take it for granted that as a result of this Bill Indian capital will be forth¬ 
coming and new’ Indian companies wall be .started.’’ Sir, I maintain that 
Indian companies wall be .started, and Indian capital will be fortbeoming 
and in support of w’bat I say I can only give an example of what has occur¬ 
red in the past. In spite of the serious lumdica]-) of Indian shipping, from 
1877 to 1927, 32 Indian companies were started with a capital of Es. 12 
crores. 12 crores of rupees were floated, and as a result of the monopoly 
tliat the British India Steam Navigation Company has got, as a result of 
the ruthless rate-war they waged, as a result of the unscrupulous methods 
of exploitation, what has happened ? 23 out of 32 of these Indian com¬ 
panies went into liquidation ! Twelve crores were floated, of which 84 crores 
were sunk, so that 4| crores of Indian capital is still floating in spite of the 
existence of the British India Steam Navigation Company. Such a 
state of affairs is possible because of the existence of the strong monopoly. 
Sir, I maintain therefore that this measure, far from creating a monopoly, 
is an anti-monopolist measure. My Honourable friend referred to the fact 
that the Seindia Navigation Company has entered into thi.s combine. I have 
seen the agreement that that company has entered into with the British 
India Steam Navigation Company. The very fact tlial an Indian company 
of that status was at the mercy of an English compan.r like the British 
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India Steam Navigation Company and forced to sign a one-sided agreement 
shows what protection Indian shipping needs and what monopoly is now 
being enjoyed by the British India Steam Navigation Company. Far from 
proving the ease of my Honourable friends, the fact that the Scindia Com¬ 
pany were forced into entering into that agreement with the British India 
Steam Navigation Company proves the necessity for this measure. As I 
said, in the short compass of a speech it is not possible to give any elaborate 
answer to all the various economic arguments advanced by Sir Charles 
Innes. But I have attempted to show that his whole argument is based 
upon a false maxim j and the examples that he has given, so far as I have 
been able to verify their correctness, are absolutely wrong and prove the 
very opposite of what he wants us to believe. I hope Honourable Members 
who follow me will give more elaborate ansAvers to these economic arguments 
of Sir Charles Innes. Sir, my Honourable friend. Sir James Simpson re¬ 
ferred to the Navy and its relation to a mercantile marine, and I interrupted 
him by asking whether he could give us an example of any country in which 
the navy was first created and afterwards a mercantile marine. No. No 
country in the world would shoAv such a state of affairs. If we are to have 
a navy to protect the Indian coasts, we must start with the development of a 
mercantile marine. Sir, there are A'ery many points in the speech which 
Sir Charles Innes delivered in the House which, if one had time, one could 
refute. I have endeavoured to show that by international law we have got 
the undoubted right of reserving the coastal trade. I have endeavoured to 
show that in practice it is possible for us to effectively exercise that right, 
and I have also endeavoured to show that by exercising that right, we shall 
advance the economic and national interests of India. I hope the House will 
alloAv an important measure of this kind to go to Select Committee. 

Mr. J. A. Stewart (Burma : Nominated Official) : Sir, as one of the 
few representatives of Burma in this Assembly I think it would not have 
been proper for me to listen quietly to all that has been said of the rights 
of India without endeavouring to clear the ground a little as regards Burma 
and to explain to the Assembly what I consider the rights of Burma are in 
respect of this coastal traffic Bill. In the first place, there is a preliminary 
point of some delicacy I have got to try to put and I cannot say how suc¬ 
cessful I shall be in doing it. I saAv the other day in a constitutional docu¬ 
ment which emanated from the other side of the House that it was contem¬ 
plated to establish Hindustani gradually as the international language of 
the Indian Empire. Taldng that, by way of example, supposing a motion 
were to be brought in this House for the purpose of making Hindustam 
the universal language in India, including of course, Burma, it might even 
be that some of the Burma representatives in this Assembly would approve 
of the Bill ; and of course there would naturally be a large majority in 
the Hou.se who would tend to give their votes that way, but I think that in 
an extreme case like that the majority would certainly not attempt to force 
the pace. They would look at the evidence of the facts and figures in the 
census reports and would consider it an act of statesmanship to go slow. 
■Weil, the position with regard to the Coastal Trade Eeservation Bill is some¬ 
what similar. We have got a very small representation of Burma in this 
House ; I work it out to something like three per cent, of the total. The 
coastal trade with Burma amounts—^if you include the coolie traffic—to some¬ 
thing like 50 per cent, of the total coastal trade of India. That trade with 
Bui’ma across the Bay of Bengal from Calcutta and Madras and also from 
Bombay, is much the most valuable part of the so-called coastal trade, and 
L145LA ^ 
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Burma is the pi'ovince in India that is most interested in any questions 
regarding it. Now with that 50 per cent, interest and three per cent, repre¬ 
sentation on this Assembly, I think that the majority, no matter liow desir¬ 
able they might think it to pass this Bill into law, should be very careful 
to consider the interests of Burma in the light of the information that it 
has got, and should be quite sure that this Assembly has really got a clear 
mandate fi-om Bui-ma, a clear expression of Burma’s wish to be brought in 
as part of this scheme. But I would like to take the House through such 
evidence as there is for Burma opinion in tlie strict sense with regard to it. 
Tlie evidence is very small in bulk and it will not take me more tluin a few 
minutes to summarise it. Go back a few years to the time when the Com- 
ihittee w^as sitting on the Indian Mercantile IMarine. I am sorry tliat the 
volume of the record of the evidence taken b 5 ’- that Committee has been 
taken out of the Library and I cannot refer to it at the moment, but 1 quote 
from memory. I remember the Chairman in questioning one of the wit¬ 
nesses asked him, why is it that no Barmans have troubled to reply to our 
questionnaire ? The obvious answer of course is that Barmans as a whole 
were not sufficiently interested in the import and export shipping trade 
and did not think it was anj' business of theirs to reply. Tliey ^s•eI•e mis¬ 
taken, but that must have been their attitude. IVell, two Burman gentle- 
3 nen gave evidence before that Committee. One was U. Tok Kyi, my 
Honourable friend sitting opposite. that time he was Chairman of the 
Burmese Chamber of Commerce. U. Tok Kyi was stronglj’’ in favour of 
the reservation of the coastal trade and he spoke as representing the Burmese 
Chamber of Commerce. Another Burman gentleman, U. Ba Tun, if my 
recollection serves me, was not by any means such a whole-hogger. ’ U. Ba 
Tun was in favour of the declared object of the Bill, the institution of an 
Indian mercantile marine or rather the in.stitution of a Burman mercantile 
marine, but he was not by any means willing to hand over the trade across 
the Bay of Bengal to new companies. He preferred to stick by the devil 
he knew rather than hand that important trade over to a devil or several 
devils that he did not know. He was in fact~a cautious man. 


Now, to come to the opinions recently received in favour of the Bill, 
there was the opinion of the Indian Chamber of Commerce. That is a 
lengthy document. The Burmese Chamber disposed of the thing in two 
lines ; the Indian Chamber of Commerce took 14 paragraphs to dispo.se of 
it—you will find that in the printed opinions—and in the whole of that 
opinion of the Eangoon Indian Chamber of Commerce you will have to 
seaph very closely before you find a reference to Burma, the province in 
which these gentlemen li^^e and make their fairly comfortable income ; and 
the single reference is contained not in an original part of the letter but 
in a quotation from the sjjeeeh of Sir Charles Innes who at that time had 
nothijig to do with Burma. ^ Sir Charles stated that some parts of India 
might benefit by the reservation, but Burma and Bengal would pay. Now, 
what do these hard-headed business men of the Indian Chamber of Com¬ 
merce say in refutation of this economic argument of Sir Charles ? They 
turn up their eyes and in a Pecksnifiian attitude of liorror they say, “ how 
meked of Sir Charles to attempt to play on inter-provincial jealousies.’’' 
Ihat, Sir, is>the solitary refei’ence to the interests of Burma in this lengthy 
document sent in by the Indian Chamber of Commerce. Now, the Honour- 
able the Mover said that tlie Burma Chamber of Commerce and the Indian 
Chamber of Commerce were both strongly in support of his Bill. 'Well, 



' THE. EESERVATION OF THE COASTAL TKAFPIO OF INDIA BILL. 1133 

I have shown how far that statement was justified—^the extremely brief, 
unreasoned letter from the Burma Chamber of Commerce and this lengthy 
rigmarole from the Indian Chamber of Commerce with practically no refer¬ 
ence to Burma or the interests of Burma. 

Mr. Sarabbai Nemchand Haji (Bombay Central Division : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : What about the opinion of the Burma Chamber of 
Commerce before the Mercantile Marine Committee ? 

Mr. J. A. Stewart : That was given by U. Tok Kyi. 

Mr. Sarabbai Nemchand Haji : U. Tok Kyi is a Burman and you are 

not. 

Mr. J. A. Stewart : I was only trying to help the House bj’^ showing 
iv^hat support you have got from Burma and what you have not got ; there 
is no good contending that. Burma has declared in favour • of this Bill. 
Noav, the interests of Burma, as I have said, are various and very import¬ 
ant and I am not going to deal with the whole of them. But I would just 
like to point out that the export of rice and paddy from Burma to India is 
^ million or more tons. Well, the sui'plus rice produced in Burma is of 
no value to Burma unless it is got abroad to its market. Whatever you 
may saj^ about freights, we have got an efficient seindee of ships that can 
get the ijroduce abroad to India at the time when that is desired. These 
big companies have got their ships and the stuff is taken away promptly. 
Now, you are going to substitute new companies for the existing companies. . 
They may do well. I should like to see an Indian mercantile marine and 
a Burma mercantile marine established. But I would point out that you 
are asking the cultivator to take the complete risk, the greatest part of the 
risk, of this scheme that you propose to introduce. It is the cultivator that 
will ’always be affected. The merchants will even use any difficulty in 
exporting produce as a reason for bringing their offer for rice lower than 
they ought to. It is perfectly well known that the^e pretexts are always 
being used. Then, it is the cultivator, that is to say, 90 per cent, or more 
of the population, that is going to be asked to take the risk. What is the 
cultivator of Burma going to get ? I do not see that he is going to get any¬ 
thing. Are there any sentimental reasons which would appeal to him ? 

I really do not'thinlc there are any. I do not think that the average up- 
country cultivator has ever heard of the Scindia Steam Navigation Company. 

I may*be wrong. But I should thinlc that if you talk to him about it, he 
will ask “ Who is Scindia, what is she ? ” And he will not be very curious 
to know. 

There is just one more point I would touch on before sitting do-wn. I 
liave heard ever since I have been in Bui’ma for the last 22 yeans a trickle 
of talk about the question of separation of Burma from India. 

I have no opinion to express on that whatsoever. I am a member of 
the Indian Civil Service and am proud of being a mem- 
1 r.M. Qf tjig Indian Civil Service, and that of course 

would incline me personally in favour of maintaining the connection. But 
Burma has taken some pretty hard knocks in recent times, as a result of 
its connection with India. There was the import duty on steel to protect 
an Indian industiy that did not exist in Burma, the export duty on hides, 
which was discussed in this House. There is this export duty on rice, whieli 
one of my predecessors from Burma talked about, and now you are going 
to ask Burma to take this great new risk. I .submit that the principle of 

L145IiA f2 
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the division of advantage and disadvantage between India and Burma iff 
not right. It seems to me that Burma takes all the kicks and the rest of 
India gets all the half pence. That is not an equitable division, and no 
argument will convince me that it is. 

Now whatever you may think of this, separation is bound to come if 
these handicaps are going to be continued. Separation may perhaps be 
said to be inevitable, but it might also be said that Burma is not yet ready 
for it. But to pass this Bill will be to force separation on Burma before the 
time has come for it. 

For these reasons I oppose this motion. 

IT. Tok Kyi (Burma : Non-European) : Sir, during the debate on 
this Bill this day last week the Honourable the Commerce Alember invited 
some of the Alembers who come from Bui-ma to take part in the discussion. I 
for one am very glad to contribute my share to this debate, and my Honour¬ 
able friend, who has just spoken, and who represents not the people of 
Burma (Opposition Cheers) but the Government of Burma, has had his 
say. Sir, I have listened to him with the attention he deserves. I wonder 
what the universal language for India has got to do with the Bill. lie has 
imported another irrelevant matter, that is the question of the separation of 
. Burma from India. I say that the question of the separation of India from 
Burma has nothing to do whatever with the measure now before the House. 
The Honourable the Commerce jMember has tried to make out that the coa.stal 
trade between Burma and India should be excluded from this Bill, and lie 
gave us some reasons for that and the reasons he gave are not new, because 
they have been advanced by his distinguished predecessor. Sir Charles Inncs. 
Sir Charles Innes said that if reservation of the coastal traffic be given- effect 
to, the freights would- rise and the steamer service would become very 
expensive. Sir, this part of the question has been answered and verj'- ably 
answered by my Honourable friend Mr. Shanmukham Chetty a little while 
ago. So, I need not go into this matter again. Sir, a little while ago my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Stewart, said that the Burmese Chamber of Com- 
Hipree has.gjven its opinion on the Bill only in two lines, I wonder on what 
he based his statement. I have got the opinion of that Chamber before me 
now, and with your permission, I should like to read it. 

Mr. J. A. Stewart : Alay T ask the date of it ? {Uonourahle Members'. 
“ Order, order.”) 

U. Tok Kyi : It is a printed copy. It says : 

“ If the Indian mercantile marine is to be developed, it is essential that the coastal 
trade of India should he reserved to Indian shipping, (Hear, hear and Applause.) Harsh 
and high-handed treatment which Indian shippois are roceiWng at the hands of foreign 
ship-onners at present will vanish (Hear, lie.-ir), rates of freights will be more equitably 
fixed. (Hear, hear.) There will bo no urorc conspiracy between ship-owners anil 
railway authorities to smash Indian shippirtg flicnr, hc.-ir) and help European tr.adcrs. 
Coastal trade and poits thenisehes will improve. Ken industries will thrive on account 
of favourable rates of freight. Last but not le.ast, the nealth of the country will 
increase (Cheers) as crorcs of rupees of freight will remain in this country and new 
careers ndll be opened up for the youth of tho country.” 

Well, Sir, the statement of opinion is no doubt very short, but I must say 
it is pregnant with arguments. 

Mr. J. A. Stewart : klay- 1 explain, Sir. (Hononroblc Meinhcrs. 

Order, order.”) 
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Mr. President : Order, order. 

Mr. J. A. Stewart ; ■ May. I explain, Sir ? 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is not entitled to make any 
personal explanation while another Member is speaking. He must wait. 

TJ, Tok Kyi : As I have said, the statement of opinion of the Burma 
Chamber of Commerce is no doubt very short, but it is pregnant with argu¬ 
ments to show that the Bill now before the House should be passed as early 
as possible. Sir, the Indian Mercantile Marine Committee recommended 
the reservation of coastal trafSe and they recommended it in no uncertain 
terms. With your permission, Sir, I should like to read that recommenda¬ 
tion : 


"It is our considered opinion that the pi'ovision of facilities for the training of 
Indian officers and engineers alone is not sufficient to meet the requirements of the 
case and tliat some further steps are required to achieve the object in view. These fur¬ 
ther steps we recommend should be in the form of eventual reservation of the Indian 
coasting trade for ships the ownersliip and control being interests in which are predomin¬ 
antly Indian." 

The recommendation is not ambiguous. It is quite definite and clear 
yet as far as my knowledge goes none of these recommendations have been 
given effect to by the Government of India. The Committee made their 
report over four years ago ; more than four and a half years have since 
elapsed and yet we have not had the benefit of the opinion of Government 
on it np to this time. 

Sir, it has been said and said by no less a man than the late President 
Woodrow Wilson of the United States of America that those who control 
the commerce of a country are the real rulers of the country. Sir, in this 
country the real rulers of the country are those who are sitting 
who represent a small European community outside the House. They are 
the real rulers of India and I am sorry to say that the Honourable the Com- 
merce Member or any other Member of the Government of India is not 
ainon" tlTose who are the real rulers of the country. The real rulers as 
T sav” are sitting over there. Sir, the Government of India have so far 
ignored the recommendation of the Indian Mercantile Marine Committee, 
I think the reason is not far to seek. I think that those real imlers of the 
eonntrv are at the bottom of the affair. Sir, I thoiight that thn Polioy ot 
" divide and rule ” was adopted .only in the sphere of politics. I have since 
found that the same policy is being adopted even in the sphere of economics. 
Only a little while ago my Honourable friend Mr. Stewart made some state¬ 
ments which I am afraid will have the effect of setting Burmans against th 
Indians. I hope and trust that, this will he the first and the la.st time he 

speaks in that strain. 

Sir over four years ago I had the honour to represent the Burmese 
Chamber of Commerce and gave evidence before the Mercantile Marm. 
Committee One of the members of the Committee-—I fbink it was Sn 
John Biles—put the following question to me : ( I should like, Sir. with 
vonr permission, to read the actual wording of the question). 

‘ "■ Burmans nill not take to a sea-faring life So long as they have no opportunities 

of learning J ^ Ske°of Sing sXrdination to 

bo-ard ship “ta , renders it probable that Bormans -ndll fake no advantage of 

tor ,„o «« «<» ™'- 

s”ir''l Imd no hesitation in answering that question in the negative and I 
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said I (lid not think that that statement was made by a Burnian That was 
mv answer to that gentleman. Another gentleman, I^lanng Ba Bini, who 
was then a member o£ the Burma Legislative! Council, gave evidence before 
that Committee and a similar question was put to Inm and Ins answer was 


“ I do not think it ia a correct rcpreacnlat ion of the Burma a view. The Burm.nn, 
as I have already said, is a very adaptable sort of innn. lie ^sill lake to any %'.ork 
provided, he is treated kindly. 

A further question wa.s put to him ; 

“ If such a statement is made by anybody, thtn you siiy that it is n3ado in inno- 
ranee of the true feoliiiKs of the Buriuans J ” 

And his emphatic answer was : 

“ They never consulted us ; that statement iiiiftht have been drav.u purely from 
their own imagination. | ’ 


Sir, from the manner in which the question is put, one can realise that even 
in such economic matters as this, the policy of divide and ride is being 
adopted by the Britisher, The Honourable the Commerce Member .said 
the other day that it wa.s very unlikely that for many year.s to come the 
Burmese people themselves would take much, if any, part in tlie coastal 
trade. Sir, under the pre.sent condition.s, not only the Burmese people, hut 
also the people of other provinee.s—Bengal or Bombay or Madras—t.>an 
hardly take any part in the coastal trade. During the hist decade we had 
in Monlmein a very enterprising Bnrman. lie started an inliiml steam 
service ; he started with a small fleet of only a dozen steam launelies, Xo 
sooner did he start the inland steam service than an attempt was made to 
crush it, and after three or four years it was completely driven out of 
exi.stence. Now, when the Britisher, I mean llie Enro]>can community, could 
not hear to see even such a small concern doing some business. I am sure 
that the}’- will not allow a big enterprise to get on even for a short time if 
they can help it. Sir. Sir Janies Simpson has .‘^aid that the Bill is based on 
“ the principle of confiscation of the deepest type ”. I do not agree with 
him. I think the Bill is based on the principle of self-preservation of the. 
most modern type. I think the Bill is based on the principle of restora¬ 
tion to India of what is her own. Mahatma Gandhi. Sir, used to leave the 
Assembly and the Councils in the provinces severely alone, hut the Bill 
before the House is of such national importance that lie himself has not 
refrained from giving his opinion on it. Sir, with your pernii'''.ion, 1 
should like to quote from what the Jrahatmn has said' iu his pajicr Tounff 
India ; 


“I hold that every country, especially a poor country like Tudia, ha<s every right .and 
is indeed bound to protect its interc.st, wlien it is Uirc.atoiicd, liy all laufni protective 
meaauTos and. to regain by aucii menaurca wlmt baa. been wrongfully taken awav from 
it. 1 bavc my doubts about anytbing substantial beiiio done under the evistiai: srstem 
through legislative effort. But I take up the same position that I have nbvnv.s ninin- 
tamed regarding organized industries surh ns mills. I should nolconio and'support 
all action that would protect them ag.ainst foreign aggression or free them from foreiirn 
competition especially when the latter is gro.ssly unfair ns it is iu the ca-=e of foreign 
shipping and foreign piece-goods ” i joriign 

is very clear on thi.s point and no one in this House 
I thmlq will disagree with the statement which I have inst read out Sir’ 
as .soon as this Bill was circulated for eliciting public opinion, a .storm' of 

Europeans in the country have charactcri.sed the 
Bill as an anti-European measure. As I said a little while ago, the measure 
IS for the purpose of mere self-preservation. We have no intention of doing' 
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anything again^ the interests of the European community in the country. 
The Bill, as it is at present drafted, is, even the Honourable the Mover will 
admit, not perfect. There are many points-whieh should be discussed in 
Select Committee and as far as I can see the pro'sdsions of the Bill do not in 
some respects comply with the recommendations of the Indian Mercantile 
Marine Committee. 

Mr. President : I think the Honourable Member might resume after 
Lunch. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter to Three of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter to Three of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


17. Tok Kyi : Sir, I was saying this morning that the Bill, as at present 
drafted, has exceeded the conditions laid down by the Indian Mercantile 
Marine Committee. The conditions laid down are, (1) that the ship 
should be registered in India, (2) that it is owned and managed by indi¬ 
vidual Indians or by a joint-stock company (public or private) which is 
registered in India with rupee capital, with a majority of Indians on the 
directorate and a majority of shares held by Indians, and (3) that _ the 
management of such a company is predominantly in the hands of Indians. 
The Honourable Mover himself must admit that the provisions of the Bill 
have to some extent exceeded the conditions laid down in that Report, and 
I hope that he will see his way to complying with those conditions in the 
Select Committee. Only this morning I received a telegram from the See- 
I’ctarj’^ of the Bengal Muhammadan Association, which runs as follows : 

“ To crush Indian and Burma launch owners running launch service in Burma 
rivers, Bulloch Brothers, Agents, Britisli India Steam Navigation, started free service. 
Please fix minimum fare and freight to stop this unfair rate-war.” 


I brought to the notice of this House this morning how in Burma the Inland 
Steam Service started by Burmans was crushed out of existence. Here is 
another attempt .on the part of the vested interests to crush out another 
indigenous enterprise. Sir, in regard to unfair European competition I 
should like to bring to the notice of the House the opinion of Mr. W. B. S. 
HoUand, a man who knows India very well and who is competent to speak 
on things Indian with authority. This is what he says : 

” So Ions as British policy in India is largely dictated by the requirements of 
British trade and capital, Indians cannot feel that the political determmation of their 
country's economic future can safely be left in foreign hands. 

' I once asked Mr Ramsay Macdonald how he reconciled the Labour Party’s backing 
both of the mite Australia party, and of the Indian National Congress. 

He reulied .at once : ‘ Perfectly simple. Everj- nation with complete rights in 
its own country. A white Australia, and (if I may be pardoned “ 

brown India ’. The tivo policies surely stand or fall together. If it w right to 
protect the Australian agaiLt unfair Asiatic competition, it is 
protect the Indi^ merchant or industrialist from unfair European competition. 

Sir the Bill now before the House is a serious attempt to do away with 
unfair European competition. I heartily support the Bill. 



1138 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[20X11 SliPT. 1928. 


Sir Victor Sassoon ; l\Ir. Presitlent, I rise to-day as tlie representa¬ 
tive of. the Slillovners’ Association and not as representing tiie European 
Gi’oup. After iny friend Mr. llaji’s reference to fellow members of my 
group and Sir James Simpson who has been 32 years in this country as birds 
of passage, I can only style myself who has only been in India on and off 
for about seven years, as a non-stop mroplane. Still, unworthy though I 
may be in the eyes of certain Members opposite to stand up here for the 
Miilowners’ Association, 1 hope to show the HoiiS'o that I am no faithless 
representative of a faithful constituency. I admit that I caimot hope to 
emulate the flights of orntor 3 ’ of my friend !Mr. Haji whose stirring Avords 
on the theme of good-will must still be ringing in j'our ears. But there 
is one prosaic advantage in being a matter-of-fact man. That is that a 
common place speaker like mj'self can never hojie to so intoxicate his hearers 
and himself with his own elocpience as to omit telling the House that good¬ 
will in the commercial sense, though it may be an intangible asset, still has a 
definite actuarial monetary value whicli can properly find its waj* in the 
ordinarj’^ commercial balance sheet. Though I cannot hope to have the same 
marvellous command of tlie Engli.sh language ns the Honourable J^Iover 
of the Bill, I do hope to he able to show to thi.s House that the Miilowners' 
Association Avas not uni-easonablc in attaching dilferent meanings lo the 
phrase " appi’OA’ing the principle of the Bill ” and “ .s.vinpathi.sing Avith 
the principle underlying the Bill.” Let me suggest that there might be an 
invalid with a elironie illness. The doctor came to him and said, “ You 
haA'e tried man.y medicines. You liaA’c not got cured. Take iua- medicine 
and it will cure j’-ou in tAvo daj'S Medicines like this have cured nianj’’ 
people Avith similar diseases, hut this is even superior to those that have been 
tried. It has veiy poAverful poisons in it but it Avill cure j'ou.” The 
patient felt nerA'ous but the doctor said, ‘‘ Do not argue Avith me. Either 
you Avant to get Avell or jmu do not. If 3 *ou Avant to get avcII, take my 
medicine and paj' me my fee. If j'ou Avill admit the principle of taking 
my medicine and pay my fee, I will meet j'ou on the details. If jmu do not 
like it in liquid form, I Avill giA'e it in the form of a pill. I might even giA^e 
you a sugar-coated pill.” Would that patient be unreasonable if he said, 
“ I agree with the principle underhung jmur statement that I Avish to be 
cured, but I do not agree AA’ith tlie principle of your conteution that I mu.st 
take your medicine and that I must paj’ for it whether I am cured or 
not.” Sir, that illustrates the intentions of mj^ Association and its opinion. 
We had a A^erj’- elaborate and a atiw full discussion on tliis question Avben 
a member of our committee closeh'- connected Avith the Corapanj* cf Avhose 
organisation Mr. Haji is a shining member—^if mj* friend ]\Ir. Neogj' will 
permit me to make the reference—^was A’'er,v anxious that the committee 
should commit itself to suppoi’ting kir. Haji’s Bill. !My committee refused 
to do so. 


So the suggestion Avas then made that it should commit itself at any 
rate to approving the principle of the Bill, and with one dissentient voice 
the Committee turned that doAvn and merely said that it would appro a'c the 
principle underlying the Bill. 


Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : What 
the Bill 1 


is the principle underlying 


Sir Victor Sassoon : My friend will find it stated in the miilowners’ 
own words to provide for the employment of Indian tonnage on the 
coastal traffic of India.” 



1139 


'tM EESERVATION of the coastal TRAPFid OF INDIA BILL. 

l\Ir. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : That is the object aceordins? to the 
millowners themselves. 

Sir Victor Sassoon ; That at any rate is what the millowners agreed 
to. What I am here to approve of on their behalf is that object, if you 
wish. You may call it a principle or jmu may call it an object; but unless 
we can find the safeguards which I shall ask for admitted and accepted by 
my Honourable friend and his supporters, then I shall be constrained to 
vote against the motion before the House in spite of the allegation that I 
shall betray my constituency, because as a matter of fact I shall be merely 
carrying out their instructions. 

Mr. Haji in his opening oration stated that he would like, to see the 
ships of the British India Steam Navigation Company confiscated, though 
what he was proposing was the much milder course of gradually diminishing 
their participation in the coastal trade of this country so that at the end 
of five years this participation would be reduced to nil ; and Avhen Sir 
James Simpson foreshadoAved the possibility of a jealous eye being east on 
other industries, my Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy ejaculated, “ Wliy not ? 
And Avhen Sir James asked, “ Where are you going to stop ? ”, the same 
Honourable Member retorted, “ Why stop ? ”. Noav my Association, com¬ 
posed of both Indian and European interests, is agreed on one thing. It is 
opposed to confiscation. If the national interests so demand, the Mill- 
OAA’ners’ Association approves of acquisition with full and proper compensa¬ 
tion, but disapproves of expropriation of assets, Avhether tangible as in the 
form of ships, or intangible as in the form of good-will ; and I shall re¬ 
quire an assurance that this basic principle is approved of by the supporters 
of the Bill if I am to vote for Select Committee. 

Then, Sir, there is another important point. I disapproA'e just as 
much as Honourable Members ojAposite of the present monopoly of the 
Inchcape group. I disapprove of it as regards the coastal traffic; I dis- 
approA'e of it as regards the ocean traffic. (Hear, hear). I do not see Avhy 
I and myfelloAV millowners should have to pay the same freight on goods 
going only as far as Aden as on goods going as far as England. But because 
T disapproA^e of it, I do not see AA-hy I should approAm merely the transfer 
of the monopoly from one set of financial interests to another set. I want 
competition between the tAvo sets ; I Avould like to see both sets working 
against each other, and 1 think there is much more chance of our rates 
being reduced if .that happens than if Ave merely ti'ansferred the monopol.v 
from one financial group to another. I want an assurance, too, that the 
coastal freight rales AAffiich ray Honourable friend, kir. Birla quoted as being 
Rs. 20 a ton should be reduced to at least Es. 16 a ton Avhich is the rate 
between the United Kingdom and India. Will this Bill acliicAre that ? 

Mr. Sarabhai Hemchand Haji : Certainly. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : It is all very well to say, as Mr. Birla did, 
that the aA’^erage profit over a number of years of the British India Com¬ 
pany represent 22 per cent. 

Mr. G-hanshyam Das Birla (Benares and Gorakhpur Dhusions: Non- 
kluhammadan Rural): What about the match industry ? 

Sir Victor Sassoon : The question’ is whethp those profits were 
paid for out of the profits made by the Company in the coastal trade or 
whether they were paid for out of past accumulated reserves. If those 
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profits have been paid for, or arc being paid for, to-duy out of ttic coastal 
trade proflts, bow is it.... 

An Honourable Member : How are your reservc.s made up 1 

Sir Victor Sassoon : I am talking of tlie present time. 

We arc proposing to .sliip our goods by new concerns in tlie near fulur«\ 
I want to know' whether there is any chance of 
■ them being able to reduce rates. If it i.s true that 

rate.s are now too high, as some speaker mentioned, and that 22 i)er cent, 
dividends can be paid out of the profits made in the coastal trade, why 
is not the Scindia Steam Navigation Comiiany, which is enjoying tlu* same 
rate.s, earning profits on the same .scale ? It seems to me that liere are jirae- 
tical questions ^Yhich do require reasonable and reasoned answol^^. 

There is another consideration of tlic highc.st importance. I may 
illustrate thi.s by referring to my own indu.stry. If the fe.vtilc industry 
in India look the same line of argument as Mr. IJaji takes, we might come 
before this House and we might say, “ Wc are m a had way : we nriginally 
thought of merely asking for an incrca.sed amount of protect inn, Imt we 
think it would be much bettor for us if you ration all the imports of foreimi 
textile goods and so arrange it that at the end of o yoar.s there will ho no 
import.s of foreign textiles. And the prices of our textiles will not go tij) 
as there are hundreds of different people concerned in producing textile.'' 
on handlooms and powerlooms all over the country, and the production of 
the large.st group of inillowncrs in India is very .small ennipared with the 
total production, which total prodnclion satisfie.s two-third.s of the needs 
of India. That is to say, we only require an increase of fid eent. on our 
present production. Wc can easily e.xpand our procinctinn hy 10 jier cent, 
per annum for 5 yeans, and why .should you he afraid lliercforo that prices 
will go up.” Supposing I did make that requ(’.st ; 1 think luy friend Mr. 
B. Das would challenge me and .say svith a great deni of reason, ” If may only 
appear a modest 10 per cent, increase per anmnn. hut if you dislocate supply 
and demand you might find that the supply divl not expand as (juickly as 
the restrictive part of your measures and tlie price of the eonunodily may 
go up considerably for a period at any rale.” And I .should find very great 
difficulty in replying to the criticism of my friend Mr. B. Das. But that 
is what we arc asked here to agree to. 'I'he Scindia Steam Navigation 
Company owms a very large percentage, probably more ilian fit) ])or cent., 
of the present Indian tonnage, and the total tonnage is only I'.l per cent, 
not 66| per cent, of the requirement.s You are therefore suggesting 
that they should expand at the rate of over 125 per cent, jicr aninim for 
5 years, and we are asked to agree that this expansion will take place .so vein- 
easily, that there wall be plenty of competition and freight rate.s will not 
rise. I feel as a practical man I cannot accept such statements in that way. 
Now, you might have Mr. B. Das’s suggestion that there should bo maximum 
limits for the rates ; that by legislation we .should provide that freights must 
not rise above a certain rate. I disapprove of such legislation. '^It never 
works out in practice, because suppose the limit you put is ton low, what 
does it mean ? It means that you are not going to give a sufficient return 
to your investor on his monej', and therefore he will not put aiiy more money 
into the industry. It will tlierefore mean that you will have the amount 
of outside freight decreasing year by year and no’increased national freight 
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to take its place. It will be the same situation as-we had in the war. The 
shipowners will only be allowed to charge a certain freight. Shippers in 
the absence of competition wdll pay more, but that will not go into the 
pockets of the shipowners, it will merely go into the pockets of the freight 
speculators, and that, Sir, is what I wish to avoid. 

Now, Sir, I do not feel at all satisfied that this Bill is necessary merely to 
carry out the restriction of coastal traffic to Indian nationals. I think this 
might be done more satisfactorily in another way ; and, Sir, I do think that 
we must consider my friend Mr. Haji’s remarks ; we must examine his 
statements with the greatest care. There was an objection taken to a 
reference made by my friend Sir James Simpson as to Mr. Haji being a 
paid servant of the Seindia Steam Navigation Company. I can see nothing 
derogatory in being a paid servant ; many Honourable gentlemen on these 
Benches here either are or have been paid servants ; and we do not con¬ 
sider it is at all derogatory to be a paid servant ; but Mr. Neogy appears 
to take exception to the term—^perhaps I understand why my friend Mr. 
Neogy objected—^Mr. Neogy is not a paid servant Mr. Neogy belongs to 
the legal profession. Mr. Neogy looks down on paid servants because he, 
like my friends on the Government Benches, might be called a paid master 
(Laughter) ; we pay and they are our masters. But that we, on these 
Benches, should object to the term is inconceivable. Now what my friend 
Sir James Simpson wanted to emphasize was that Mr. Haji represented the 
shipping interests and was an interested party. Now, Sir, when I get 
up and I ask for legislation on behalf of the textile industry, everybody 
knows that I am a member of the hlillowners’ Association, that I am an in¬ 
terested party and they therefore examine my remarks much more carefully 
than they would have if made by my friend Lala Lajpat Rai, for instance. 
It is only natural. Now, what my friend. Sir James Simpson, Avanted to 
show Avas this : that Ave must not accept Mr. Haji’s remarks without extra 
careful consideration, because Mr. Haji is in this case an interested party 
and he is not merely representing the views of the.rural voters of the 
Non-Muhammadan Central DiAusion of Bombay. That is the point ; and 
I will go further. Mr. Neogy has suppo-rted Avith much vehemence my 
friend Mr, Haji. Does Mr. Neogy expect us to think when he is sup¬ 
porting this very big maritime question that he is definitely A’-oicing 
the considered rural opinion of the Non-Muhammadan Division of Dacca ? 
That is the whole i)oint. Mr Haji must admit that he is an interested party 
and Mr. Haji therefore cannot resent the fact being brought out in this 
House or resent it if we examine his arguments more closely than we might 
otherwise do. 

I do not Avish to take up the time of the House ,- I Imow there will be 
many other speakers. I will therefore sum iip the requirements which I 
consider are reasonable, on behalf of my Association. These are the points 
that I should lilce to be satisfied on. 

1. That there will be no acquisition of assets whether tangible such as 
ships or intangible such as good-Avill, without proper compensation. 

2. That there Avill not be so many loopholes as to render the scheme im¬ 
practicable or uuAvorkable. 

3. That the desired end can be achieved without raising freights appre¬ 
ciably, or, at any rate, unreasonably from the traders’ point of A'iew ; and 
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4. That there 'will be sufficient tonnage at all stages for the needs of 
merchants. 

It is no good saying to me—J quote INlr. Ilaji.—“ It Avill not do ivith any 
honesty to say that you approve of the de.sire often expre.ssed to develop 
Indian shipping, but you regret you cannot approve of thi.s niea.sure.” I 
ask vhy should ve use his method ? What about tlie Australian method ? 
AVhj^ should not we say that we will license .ships and lay down that every 
ship that is going to serve the coastal tirade should carrj' out certain con¬ 
ditions ; that they should have an Indian pensonnel, that when the time comes 
when we can supply tlie higher personnel for the officers, that the}’’ .should be- 
entirely manned by Indians ? In other words, why should we not by 
license achieve the end in view, viz., that the ships should be manned by 
Indian personnel ? and that is what'we really want. This is what I asked 
at the millowners’ meeting, and 1 was told that the difference between the 
Indian Bill and the Australian Act was that the Australian method onl}’" 
dealt with labour and'that this Bill was intended also to benefit the Indian 
capitalists, (ilfr. N. 21. Joslii : Hear, hear.) Ilere jMr. Joslii and I are 
at one. I am not in favour of sp'^eial legislation, merely for the benefit 
of special capitalist interests any more than i\Ir, Jo.shi is. Sir James Simp¬ 
son has shown that the result of this Bill will only result in the transfer 
of dividends from British shareholders to Indian shareholders. Arc we 
therefore to be asked to approve of this new principle of expropriation, of 
financial racial discrimination merely to this end ? I should be surprised 
if this House considered that I was taking an extraordinary view if I suggest 
“ No ” as the reply. I say that it would be surprising if Jlembers were not 
prepared to support the conditions and safeguards I hai'e laid down. I 
sympathise with Mr. Shanmukham Chetty’s views, but I cannot see that 
because I sympathise with his view.s that I should be prepared to accept this 
Bill. License your coastal trade if you like, to ensure that the personnel 
will be all Indian as soon as you can train your nationals. Lay down the 
principle that your mail contracts and Government support should go to 
ship.s owned by rupee companies, if you wish. Place a surtax on all goods 
and passengers taken from one port to another in an unlicensed ship, and so 
give preference to your licensed lines, if 3 'ou so desire. In all this I will 
support 3 mu, but to a Bill like the one before us. unles-s it is so radically- 
altered that it will not be the same Bill, I will offer the most strenuous re¬ 
sistance in m 3 ’ power. 

Lala Lajpat Eai (Jtdlundur Division : Non-Muhammadan) ; Sir, 1 
congratulate the Honourable the Commerce Member on the admirable 
spirit of his speech, but 1 am sorry I do not agree either with his 
argument or with his conclusions. 

The Honourable the Commerce Member and the Honourable Mem 
bers of the European Group made a reference to the observations made 
in the Nehru Committee Report relating t<o European commerce, in sup¬ 
port of their contention that no discriminator}’ legislation should be 
undertaken. In my judgment, the use they have made of these obsen’a- 
tions was extremely unfair. I do not claim to be one of the authors of 
that Report, but I do claim to be one of its principal supporters. I have 
practically accepted that Report entirely, except on some minor points 
■which do not matter much, and I was the mover of the resolution which 
purported to adopt that Report in the All-Parties Conference. I endorse 
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.tne observations to which reference was made, both in their spirit and in 
their letter, wholeheartedly, and I say that it is not open to the Honour- 
.abie the Commerce Member and the Members of the European Group to 
refer to those observations as a reply to this Bill, for the simple reason 
that we have made it absolutely clear in our resolutions and speeches that 
that Report stands or falls as a whole. You cannot take it piecemeal. It 
IB extremely unfair on the part of Honourable Menibers on the other side 
to pick up one observation in that Report without accepting the rest of 
the Report. My friend, the Leader of the Opposition, made a sporting 
■oiler.. Now I make another offer. Let Honourable Members accept that 
Report as a whole, and they will see that we will actually cany out in 
practice those observations in a faithful spirit. Then, if we do not do 
so, they can complain that we have not fpllorved the spirit of the observa¬ 
tions. ‘ At puesent they are all engaged in denying to us such political 
rights as w'ill guarantee to us responsible government ; they are opposing 
very strenuously our right to Dominion Status. Yet they want to take 
advantage of an observation which can only apply if Dominion Status 
is granted or secured. I submit that the argument is hypocritical and 
unfair. Let them accept that Report in its entirety. Let them join with 
us in obtaining Dominion Status, and they Avill see that we will carry 
out the promise implied in those observations to the very letter and ivill 
■not .depart from it bj’^ an inch or an iota. But to deny us the political 
power and then to rely upon these obsen’ations is, I repeat, extremely 
■unfair. It is not playing the game. It is hitting below the belt. 

Now, Sir, I do not admit that this is a discriminatory piece of legis¬ 
lation. I am going to prove that it is not. But even if it were so, 
considering that at the present moment all the political power which the 
Government possess and which the European Members possess, is being 
used against the Indians, w'e ’shall be perfectly justified in passing this 
piece ,of legislation, if by this means we can protect our shipping industry, 
or we can. rehabilitate ourselves in matters in which we have suffered loss 
by the wielding of political power by others. Then, Sir, before I come 
to the point that this is not a discriminatory piece of legislation, I want 
to dispose of one of the arguments of the Honourable the Commerce Mem¬ 
ber in which he referred to the struggle which the Government of India 
is carrying on wdth the Dominion Governments for the sake of India. 
Here again, I must say, Sir, that the argument of the Honourable the 
Commerce Member was absolutely fallacious and untenable. The argu¬ 
ment comes to this. We ha.ve tried to get equal status for Indians in the 
Dominions, and here you come fomvard with this piece of legislation which 
denies equality to European merchants engaged in trade in India. I 
submit, Sir, that that is not the position at all. The Honourable klember 
has absolutely'misread our position. In connection with the Dominions 
what we want is that the Dominion Governments .should recognise our 
status as Dominion nationals. South Africa, Canada, Australia and aU 
other Dominions deny' to us the right of being their nationals and they 
deny us all political rights which follow therefrom. Here in this country, 
the Europeans, the members belonging to the European group of mer¬ 
chants, do not want, to be Indian nationals at all. They look down upon 
that status ; - they treat that status with contempt and rightly too. 
{Several Sonourahle Members of the European 'Group : “No, no”.) 
They want to rule over us, they want tc exploit tis. ' (Several Honourable 
Members of the European Group : “ No,'no ”) ■ They do not want to 
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become Indian nationals. If they were to bccpnie Indian nationals there 
will be no question of racial discrimination at all. My Honourable friend 
Sir Victor Sassoon tJie other day, in the course of tJie debate on this 
subject, said “ he was not an Indian, lie had never pretended to be an 
Indian and so also the other Members of the European Group have 
never pretended to be Indian nationals. They do not want to be Indian 
nationals, and yet they want to control Indian legislation, Indian trade, 
Indian finance and rule over India eternally. The tivo po.silions are 
entirely different. We do not want our rights to be rccogni.sed in South 
Africa and other Dominions as Indians. We want to be recognised as 
citizens of the Dominion.by virtue of our re.sidence, by virtue of our 
trade and by all those qualifications which can make us nationals of tho.se 
coiuitries. The Europeans do not_ want to be recognised as Indian 
nationals ; what tliey want is exceptional treatment. {Scrcivl Jlononrahlc 
Memhers : “ No, no ”.) Tliej' rvant racial discrimination between 
Europeans and Indians. (Several Eonourahh Mcmlcra : “ No, no 
Yes, Sir, I say, “ yes ”, ten times, twenty times and a hundred limes 
“ 5 '^es ”. By denying this you are not going to alter facts. You have 
reduced yourselves to this anomalous position by refasing to become 
Indian nationals. You do not claim to be Indian nationals, and yet you 
claim to control our Legislature. Do you find that position in any other 
country on the*face of the globe ? J can understand their right to come 
and trade in this country. Let them all come and do their bu.sinc.ss. Let 
them make any amount of money._ But certainly it is extraordinary to 
claim that b 3 ' virtue of their political power in this countly, they have 
got the right to control the Legislatin-e of this country. This thej' claim 
by virtue of the power which the British possess over India. But that is 
not what we want to claim in the Colonies. Therefore, there is no analogy 
between the two eases. Why, Sir ? I sometimes wish that Honourable 
Members do not talk of diseriminatoiy legislation. This does no good to 
anybody. What do we see in • practice ? The whole method and the 
structure of ludian government, fiscal, military and imlitieal, is one 
continued evidence of discriminatory legislation. There is di-scriminalory 
legislation even in the Keforms that were introduced in 1919. Take for 
example this Legislative Assembly' where we are supposed, to have a 
majority. Yet we are not sure of passing this measure through the 
Assembly, nor are we confident of placing it on the Statute-book. Even if 
the Assembly pa.sses this Bill against tlie wishes of the Government, 
they have got the Council of State which is entirely in their pocket. Then 
they have got the vetoing power of the Governor General. Then they , 
have the vetoing power of the Crown on the advice of the Secretaiy of 
State. We cannot be sure of eariying this measure througii even if we 
pas.s it at this stage, i.e., of enacting it into law. Is this not racial di.s- 
crimiuatioii, is this not diseriminatoiy legislation ? For tiiose gentlemen 
over there to accuse us of discriminating legislation against them is 
ab.surd. The whole of their activities, the whole of their trade in this 
country, is based on discrimination. One comes across discrimination on 
the railways, discrimination in ship.s, discrimination everjwvliere, all down 
the line. For the Europeans to complain of discrirainatin" ’legislation 
by us is, I submit, entirely unreasonable and ridiculous. Sir. f submit 
that so far as this Bill is coucerned there is no question of discriminatory 
legislation or of racial discrimination, and one evidence of that comes 
from one of the Members of the European Group itself. In an article 
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published on August 17th, the Editor of the Statesman in the course of 
a leading article says : 

“ Commenting yesterday on Mr. Haji’s Bill for the reserration of the coastal trade 
to Indian shipping, we expressed the unequivocal opinion that it is a bad Bill, but at 
the same time we took the point that it was not in itself evidence of an Indian desire 
for racial discrimination, because in fact oth.er countries have protected their coastwise 
trade, and the hundred per cent, Britisher in Australia does not hesitate to discriminate 
against the shipping of the Mother Countr)'." 

In another article which appeared on August 16th, the same writer said : 

“ There is however another class of measure such as Mr. Haji’s Bill for the re¬ 
servation of the coastal trade and Mr. Neogy’s inland water traffic Bill. These are in 
our opinion bad Bills, but it must be conceded that they are in themselves no proof 
of racial discrimination. The Dominions not only have the right to pass similar 
measures but they do pass them, and the hundred per cent. Britisher in Australia does 
not hesitate to prohibit the shipping of the Mother Country from coastwise trade.” 

So, Sir, I submit that we are only trying to do—not doing ; we cannot 
do it because we have not the power—^but we are trying to do what other 
countries in the world, what the greatest maritime countries have done in 
this matter to build up their shipping industry. It is a long tale, the 
tale of the exploitation of India by the British, and I have no time to 
repeat it here. Clive, Hastings, Macaulay and James Mill all have told 
tliat tale. Brooks Adams, the great American writer, has also referred 
to that fact. He along Avith some British Avriters have pointed out that 
in the seA^enteenth century England Avas deAmid of money, it was on the 
verge of a great contraction of money and their currency had substantially 
depreciated so much so that they had no capital to put into practice the 
inventions of Watts and others. This was, however, made possible by 
the help of the treasures they took from India. They built up the whole 
of their industries—^the Industrial Kevolution itself was brought about b.v 
the loot from India AVith the help of the treasures they obtained from us. 
They destroyed our industries by the use of the political power they had 
obtained over ns 4 and for over a century by the use of the same political 
poAver they haA'e preA’ented us from dcA^eloping onr industries. That is 
shoAvn b 5 ’ the history of the textile industry. Shipbuilding has also been 
inclnded in the same process. Therefore, for them noAV to come forward 
and say that our effort to reserve our coastal traffic for our own ship-s 
is a measure of racial discrimination is a statement unworthy of them. 
It really does not come Avell from men who claim to be honest, who haA’e 
read t)ie pages of histoi’y and knoAv the actizal conditions of things that 
haA’e been going on in India. 

Sir, there are other Members who want to speak, so I will not take up 
much more of the time of the House ; but I submit that this Bill is a 
perfectly legitimate attempt to rehabilitate our shipping indust^. M.a' 
Honourable friend Sir Yictor Sassoon’s speech delivered -with Ins usual 
eloquence and oratory contained but A’ciy little about this Bill. Much 
of liis speech was about pills and medicines. He spoke^ of the textile 
industry, hut may I ask him honestly to say if the tptile industry stands 
on the same footing as the shipping industry 1 _ Shipping is not only a 
key industry essential to the economic prosperity of any country, but a 
k°y industry on which the safety and even the existence of a nation 
depends We wish to establi.sh an indnstiy upon Avliich actually our ex- 
■slence as a nation will depend. There is no comparison at all between 
Ibe textile industry and the shipping industry. If ve had the power 
in our hands—^the power of the public purse and the political power w 
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YTOuld have established this industry long before to-day on a safe basis 
in the same way as Japan did, as Australia did, and as Chile did—to 
which country Sir Charles Innes had to go to support his arguments— 
ana as other nations have done. "Wliat has Great Britain herself done ? 
Look at the Eneyclopoedia Brittanica and the article on the maritime 
■shipping of Great Britain ; yon will .see that at the time when they had 
no shipping or very little shipping of their own, they prohibited any 
goods or articles from being brought to England in any ships except 
British ships : That is how they protected their shipping at first. Now 
that they have grown fat on Indian riches, Indian trade and the exploita¬ 
tion of India, they say “ No ; your present Bill is discriminatory, we wdli 
not support you in any such legislation. We ask you to compete with 
us on equal terms.” They taunt us and say ” You build your ships iu 
our shipyards ; you get our men to run the ships and yet you want to 
introduce this racial discrimination.” But, Sir, what is that due to ? Is 
it not due to the fact that you have destro 3 ’^ed our old shipbuilding 
inciustry ; you have made us helpless ? And now that we want to help 
onrselves a bit you call it racial discrimination. You will not take one 
single Indian to be trained in your ships. Is that not racial discrimina¬ 
tion ? It is all very well for Sir Victor Sassoon to saj- ” Oh, yes; let jmur 
men come ; we will employ them, and we will employ otlier Indian labour 
also. But this Bill is designed to help the Indian capitalist as again.st the 
European capitalist. That is objectionable.” But w-hy do you, British 
capitalists, want to deprive the Indian capitalists of their cbance ? Sir, 
this is a very strange argument. I thought that both kinds of capitalists 
wore in conspiracy to protect their interests ; but here it seems that the 
British capitalist thinks his interests clash with the Indian capitalists, 
and therefore he is prepared to strangle the Indian ca])italist and keep 
the whole thing in his hands. Sir, like my friend, Mr. Joshi. I am not a 
friend of any capitalist—Indian or British—but I must submit that all 
tlii.s talk of i)ersonnel and labour is absurd becetuse under the present 
condition of things no Indian ship can possibly train auv Indians to run 
steamers and ships, Indian .shipping capitalised by Indian capitalists is ab¬ 
solutely essential if India is to develop her shipping industry. This has been 
proved abundantly by the evidence given‘before tlie Mercantile hlarine 
Committee. My Honourable friend Mr. Shanmnkham Chetty has pointed 
out how many Indian shipping companies were started and ruined—not 
because they bad no business—but because other compame.s killed them by 
the raten^f. I have just received a telegram this morning from the 
Bengal Muhammadan Association, Rangoon—a different wure from that 
reeeived by U. Tok Kyi—which says : 

“ Bengal "Steam Navigation Company Limited irith ten laichs opened steamship 
service hetm'een Rangoon and Chittagong in 192?, hut owing to unfair competition of 
foreign steamship companies whicli reduced passages from 12 to 2, former failed .after 
2 T 0 iT^' struggle. Subsequently tlie latter companies raised tlie rate from 


reduced it first from 12 to 2 and then raised it from 2 to 14 after the 
other company had been killed. 


tioiv Lengal Burma Steam Navig.ation Company floated recently with 25 lakhs 
running regular service between various ports, foreign‘capitalists have becmi rate war 
reducing passage from 14 to 4 and,freight to frL 17^ t^T Sss coastal traffic 
reserved, for Indian capital, no'chanee for Indian v V- ® .coasrai trainc 

success Saji’s Bill.” mmiice xor inamii enterprise. Entrirely support and wish 
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'Ts’ovf, -Sir, these are the facts. This is the latest exhibition of fair- 
play on the part of European shippers. This telegram is sent not by a 
Ilindn capitalist, but by a Muhammadan Association from Bangopn. 
They have the same complaint as the Hindu capitalist had at one time. 
They say they want protection and that this competition is extremely 
unfair. It is like a grown-up man of 30 asking a boy of 10 to stand up 
in open competition with him. These European shippers now tallc of 
competition. They have taken away our capital ; they have destroyed our 
industries, they have prevented us from developing our shipping, and 
to-day they say, “ Enter into fair competition with us." How can we 
possibly do it ? We want our Government therefore to give us the same 
powers and opportunities which the Governments of other countries have 
given to their people. We want our Government to use the same powers 
which the Governments of other countries have used, in building up the 
shipping industry in this country. Sir, the shipping industry is a key 
indnstrj’. It is absolutely necessary for the defence of the country ; it 
is absolutely necessary in times to come for our existence as an independent 
and free nation. Therefore we are asking for protection to rehabilitate 
our shipping industry, and we are not asking for any racial legislation. 
That, Sir, is the real way in which this legislation should be looked at. 
It is not a question of interfering with the business of' the Europeans. 
Wc do not want to interfere with their business. Let them come and do 
their business ; by all means come and trade in this country ; we do not 
object to it at,all. We do not want to interfere in any way with their 
■business. But this shipping industry stands on an entirely different 
footing. It is not like the tea industry ; it is not like the indigo industry j 
it is not like the textile industry ; it is an industry upon which practically 
the life of a nation depends, and tlierefore, I submit, that there is not 
racial discrimination implied or involved in this legislation at all. Nor 
is this a piece ot discriminatory legislation. We are using_ .the powers 
that are given to us by the constitution for the purpose of building up 
an industry and rehabilitating ourselves against the losses we have sutter- 
ed in the last twp centuries. We are perfectly justified and within our 
lights to ask for this legislation, and the arguments advanced by several 
Honourable Members on the opposite side that this would mean racial 
discrimination are absolutely beside the point. 

I shall say one word more, Sir, before T sit down about what the Gov- 
ernmeft havf done so far for us in the Dominions. The Government of 
India take pride—and I thinli I should thank them for what tW have done 
so far-tLy take pride for the struggle they have earned on &'Ihe Domi- 
so lar tn ^ ^ could those Dominions respect the representa- 

know tkat in India,itself tlio In-, 
toe ttjr than helots ! When we need no political rights in 

diana are nothing „„ ,,attor than helots in our own country. 

SScTnld a?%toeSmeL ot India help us in South Airica ? Under 
how jjQtild we with effect claim any political rights 

W^auanitizenship in South Africa? They knew very well that 
fhf GovernmLt of India have not given us any political rights and 
uaturallv t“e Government of India's efforts on our behalf could not 
natoraily ;^ne Africa. No Dominion ivill listen to them, be- 

of India's own policy and practice 
Sore them • they know that the Government of India's own methods m 
lhfrco'mtS''ar7 entirely opposed to the principle which they advocate 



11^ 


1,EGISLA,T1VE ASSEMBLY. 


[20xh Sepx. 1928. 


[Lala Lajpat Rai.] 

for us in the Dominions. Therefore, the Dominions cannot give us equal 
status there unless we get some political rights in our own country. We 
cannot pass any law in this country except by the help^of the Europe 
Merchants because the political power is entirely in their hanas. Theie- 
fore, I submit, Sir, that these arguments are quite fallacious. 

On the merits of the Bill, Sir, certain points were made by the 
Honourable the Commerce Member and others on the opposite side. 
My friends Messrs. Ghetty and others have replied to them. But if any 
changes are to be made in the Bill so as to ensure fair treatment to all, 
they can be made in the 'Select Committee. We are at the present 
iDOiueiit only in the considercition. stage 5 ^re only asking that the 
Bill should be referred to a Select Committee, and therefore my friends 
opposite are not prevented from having any difficulties they may have, 
considered in the Select Committee. They are not insurmountable 
difficulties ; it is not so very difficult to overcome them. We have at 
present only to consider those objections which go to th’e root of the Bill 
and which cannot be improved upon and which cannot be considered in the 
Select Committee. I therefore support the motion. 

An HonourS,ble Member : I move that the question be no-w put. 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands) : Sir, I claim the indulgence of the House for a very few minutes, 
and I do not desire Honourable Members opposite to buckle up their 
economic armour, because I do not intend either to seek out the weak 
spots in that armour or to break a lance against it. It is quite clear, Sir, 
that nothing is more difficult to contend against in a debate 'than that 
intangible but most formidable of all factors, an atmosphere. Honour¬ 
able Members opposite very strongly favour the provisions of Mr. Haji’s 
Bill. I should be the last person in the world, being an Indian myself, 
to say that there is not the foi’ce of nature and the force of patriotism 
behind the desire to see reviA'ed an Indian mercantile marine. 


In fact. Sir, if I understood correctly the statement made b}' the 
Honourable the Commerce Member the other day, that is the position of 
the Government also, namely, that every effort should be made to bring 
into being an Indian mercantile marine. The question really is, whether 
the provisions of Mr. Haji’s Bill constitute the right method, the right 
procedure, the right path for achieving this national end. 


Now, Sir, as I have already said, I do not wish to break my lance, 
feeble as it is, against the economic armour of Honourable Members 
opposite. The Honourable the Commerce Member no doubt will take 
care of that. But, Sir, I think that' it is only right and proper that one 
aspect of the case Avhieh Avas put by the Honourable the Commerce Mem¬ 
ber the other day, but perhaps not developed at length, should be ex- 
plamed to the House. I am referring, Sir, to the effect of the proposed 
legislation on the status and position of Indians in other parts of the 
British Empire. In the course of Ms admirable, his eharaeteristically 
admirable and lucid and pointed speech, Mr. Shanmukham Chetty this 
morning referred to the Resolution of 1918. He said the Dominion 
tiOAernments have taken poAver, and the representatives of the Govern¬ 
ment of India acquiesced in that, to regulate the composition of their 
wn population. Quite right. That is not challenged. But what does that 
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amount to ? That does not involve the right to send away either from 
South Africa or from Australia or from New Zealand the Indians who 
hre already settled there. It does not involve the Tight to take away from 
ihe Indians Atho have settled in South Africa or Australia or New Zealand 
such economic rights or privileges as they enjoy to-day. (An Eonoicrahle 
Member : " What are they ?) I shall come to that, Sir. That is not the 

point in issue at the present moment. Now, Sir, I do not profess to have 
studied Mr. Haji’s Bill very carefully. But judging from the speeches 
which were made this morning I should say that there was no provision in 
the Bill to safeguard European capital or the capital of the nationals of 
other British Dominions, including the United Kingdom which is already 
invested in the shipping trade in this country. I do not really think, Sir, 
that the Eesolution of 1918 exactly helps my friend Mr. Clietty. For 
while that Resolution aims in protecting existing rights, Mr. Ilaji’s Bill 
is silent on that point. Then, Sir, there is another point which was made 
by the Honourable the Leader of the Nationalist Party. It was this. What is 
the good of saying that there is an analogy or a parity between the 
struggle which the Government and the people of India are carrying 
on in order to secure equality of status for Indians who have settled in 
other parts of the Empire and the struggle which the representatives oi 
the European group are carrying on to-day in order to safeguard what 
they consider to be their right ? There is according to my Honourable 
friends no parity between the t\TO at all, because the Honourable Mem¬ 
bers of the European Group and the people whom they represent are 
entrenched in a position of political dominance and power in this country, 
•Whereas the Indians in South Africa are not in a position even of poli¬ 
tical equality. Now, if I may respectfully make a statement or a com¬ 
ment to this effect, that really misses the point. We are not at the pre¬ 
sent moment comparing the political status of the unofficial European 
community in this country with the status of the Indian communitj’- in 
South Africa. The question really is whether the underlying principle 
Of the measure which is under consideration now will in any way weaken 
the struggle which the Government of India, in consultation mth and 
with the co-operation of Honourable Members opposite and Indian 
opinion outside the House, are carrying on to secure equality of status 
for Indians who have settled beyond the seas. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty : If I may be permitted to interrupt 
the Honourable Member it will clear up the issue. Does ray Honourable 
friend contend that there is any steamship company owned by any of 
the Dominion subjects which is now plying in the coastal trade of ludia 
and which will be expropriated by this Bill ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The point is not whether there is a Dominion com¬ 
pany piying in Indian waters and whether it will be expropriated by 
this Bill. Does my Honourable friend opposite contend that the citizens 
of the^United Kingdom who are settled in this country are not Britisli 
subjects in exactly the same way as Dominion subjects are ? 

Laia Lajpat Rai : They are not Indian nationals. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : They need not be Indian nationals, but the point 
ife this. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru at the Imperial Conference of 1923 and 
the Right Honourable Mr. Sastri before him at the Imperial Conference 
of 1923 pleaded for political and economic equality for Indians. What 
was the principle on which they based their plea for political equality, 
hnd for economic equality for Indians in the different parts of the British 
I>145LA 
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Empire 7 .The pica was that if you own a common allegiance, then you 
derive as an inevitable corollary from that common allegiance political 
and economic equality. "What I say is, and I submit that in all humility 
and with all respect,—what-I say is that if you place on the Statute- 
book in this country any measure which involves an infringement of that 
principle, the principle of common allegiance involving complete equality 
of rights— to that extent, to the extent of that infringement, you are 
weakening the arms of those Avho are trying to secure equality for 
Indians who are settled in other parts of the British Empire. I will try 
and illustrate this by an incident which came within my personal ex¬ 
perience. As Ilonourable Members of the House are aware, the Union 
Assembly had before it early in 1926 a Bill known as the Areas Reserva¬ 
tion, Immigration and Registration Further Provision Bill. It was 
commonly known as the Class Areas Bill, and one of the provisions in 
that Bill was that Indians should be allowed to have proprietary rights 
in land only in areas which were to be set apart for them. Wc natural¬ 
ly protested against this, and when we went to give evidence before tlie 
Select Committee of the Union Assembly on this point, two or tliroe 
Honourable Members of the Union Assembly said, But why do you 
come and say this 7 What right have you to come here and say 
wc should not restrict in some form or another the right of Indians 
to own proper'tJy 7 Are there not parts of India where European 
British subjects are prevented from acquiring property 7” I retorted, 
“ So far as I am aware, there is no province in British India where any 
British citizen is prevented from acquiring landed property. ’ ’ Then one 
of the gentlemen asked me, “ Yes, but what about Kashmir 7 ” Of course, 
that gentleman beti’ayed a profound ignorance of the political goograpliy 
of this country, and I promptly corrected him. I said that Kashmir was 
not part of British India. Further, I went on to say that in Kashmir this 
restriction on the riglit of aequiilng property was applicable not only to 
the Europeans who apply but to British Indian subjects also and there¬ 
fore he could not possibly bring that up against ns. I proceeded nnd men¬ 
tioned that so far as our existing laws were concerned there was no such 
restriction on European British subjects. Well, Honourable IMembers are 
aware as to what the result of the negotiations which started then nnd 
were completed at Cape Town early in 1927 was. I merely wi.di to lay iliis 
before the House, that in so far as we embody in our legislation any prin¬ 
ciple which can be described or which can be construed as marking an in¬ 
fringement of or a subtraction from that principle of common allegiance 
cai’rying equal rights, for which we have invariably Contended at succes¬ 
sive Imperial Conferences, for which we are contending now, and for 
which we leropose to continue to contend as long as Indians in the different 
part.'^ of the British Empire do not' achieve the full equality that wo 
on this side of the House and on the opposite side desire—as soon, I say, 
as we place on our Statute-book any legislation of this character, avo shall 
stand to lose. The moment we do depart or dCA'iate from the principle on 
which we base our case, then I fear that there is a possibility, indeed, more 
than a possibility, there is a gi*ave risk, that we .sliall be Aveakening, nn I 
have said, the arms of those whose one endeavour is to secure equality for 
Indians Avho haA'e settled in other parts of the Empire. I do not see* how 
the argument which I liaA'^e put foinvard does not meet the argument of ray 
Honourable friend, Lala Lajpat Rai. Lala Lajpat Rai’s argument, if I 
L145LA a 
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may saj so, is a puiely political argunient. I am not pursuing a politi¬ 
cal argument. I am contending, as I say, to establish the .sanctity, if 
you like, of the pi’inciple on which our case has so far been based. 

Lala Lajpat Kai ; Who has accepted that principle ? Nobody has 
accepted that principle. 

Mr. G-. S. Bajpai ; Which principle does the Honourable Member refer 

to ? 

LaJa Lajpat Kai ; The prinoiple of equality of British subjects iu aU 
parts of the British Empire. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : If that iirineiple is not fully accepted, it does not 
follow that we are to sit with folded arms and -say that it will never be 
accepted. I really do not admit that that in itself is au argument for our 
throwing away from our armomy such weapons as we happen to possess. 
As I have said, I do not protend to have anything like the exiierience or 
ripe judgment of Honourable Members opposite, but I do submit that in a 
matter of this kind, we would do well to pause and reflect before we take 
.a definite, and, it may be, decisive step on a path which jiroinises pi^o.s- 
perity but which, I fear, will lead to peril. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Does not the Honourable Member remember the 
news of the incident which was received only yesterday regarding the treat¬ 
ment of Mr. Sastri by the Deputy Mayor in a place in South Africa where 
he was being received ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I do. Sir, and I may mention to the House tliat the 
Governor General of South Africa as the head of the Government of the 
Union of South Africa promptly dissociated himself from Avhat happened, 
apologised for what had happened and promised immediate action against 
the perjK'lrators of this delinquency. 

Khan Bahadur Haji Abdullah Haji Kasim (West Coast and Nilgiris ; 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I have great pleasure in supporting the motion moved 
by my Honourable friend Mr.' Sarabhai Nemchand Haji. In doing so. I 
should like to draw the attention of the House to one or two points in the 
Bill, which, I think, the author has apparently' overlooked. In the first 
place, there is the case of shipping companies, whose capital is mainly 
Indian but whose managing agents are foreigners. For instance, take 
the case of the Bombay Steam Navigation, Co., Ltd., whose capital, as 
Honourable Members are probably aware, is preponderatingly Indian, 
but whose managing agents are Messrs. Killick Nixon and Company, of 
Bombay, which is a foreign agency. Now, such companies, according to 
sub-eMuse (5) of clause 2 of the Bill under consideration, will not be able 
to operate in this country with the result that they will cease to work. 
Consequently, not only will the share-holders be seriously affected, but 
also the trading classes and travelling public will be put to great hard¬ 
ship and trouble. The steamers owned by the Bombay Steam Navigation 
Company being small, having a carrying capacity below 1,000. tons, are 
catering to the needs of all classes of people on the west coast, and it is 
highly ”desirable that small steamers of this type should be encouraged. 
as”far as possible, a.s they will be very useful in carrying cargo_ and pas¬ 
sengers from large- ports to small ports and vice versa. Sir, small 
steamers play a large and important part in the coastal trade of India. 
They require, as the House is probably aware, a small draught-of water 
and'hence can touch smaller ports, where they can anchor nearer the shore 
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and facilitate the process of loading and unloading. These .small 
steamers ai-e really a great boon to merchants trading at small jiorls 
where harbours, docks and oilier modern convenience.s do not exist. It 
is therefore necessary that .some modification should be made in the Bill 
so as to bring the companies, constituted as the Bombay Steam Navigation 
Company is, within the purview of this Bill. 

Then, Sh‘, in the second place, the author of this Bill has stipulated a 
a period of five yeans for complete re.servalion of tlie coastal tralTic of 
India to Indian vessels ; but. Sir, I fear that eomplcle or even partial 
reservation may not be practicable by tliat time. It is doubtful wliether 
Indian capital, which is proverbially .shy, will come forward o\ving to the 
failure of shipping companies in the past. Sir, at a very modest estimate, 
I think that about 100 .ships Avill be required to meet the demand of ilie 
coastal trade of India, and assuming that it would co.st about ten lalchs of 
rupees per ship, .something like ten crores of rupees would he required to 
purchase the full complement of sleamer.s ; but, as J have already vnid, 
I have very grave doubts if tlie necessary Indian capital will be forth¬ 
coming due to its bitter experience in shipping enterprise in tlx- ]i!ist. 
Further, the existing foreign companies will naturally, if the Bill becomes 
law, raise their freights to the great disadvantage and detriment of the 
Indian consumer, and because of the absence of the full complement of 
Indian .steamers, the coastal trade will, 1 fear, suiVor immensely, hlven 
taking for granted that there are 100 ships ready to take part in the coa.stal 
trade, the foreign companies, having been dejirivcd of their legitimate 
right of participation in the coastal rade, will naturally raise their freiLdit. 
This will consequently mean a great drain on the pnr.so of the Indian eon- 
sumer as well as the Indian exporter. At the same time, llonoundile. 
Members are weU aware that India exports a larger quantity of lier raw 
materials than what .she imports from foreign countries, and in this pro¬ 
cess the passing of the Katio Bill last year has already severely Jut the 
exporters of this country. If, therefore, the existing foreign sliipping 
companies on whom we have to entirely depend at pre.sent for ean-^'ing 
our goods to foreign countries were to enhance their freights, the* ex¬ 
porters will be doubly hit. It is therefore absolutely necessary that wo 
should have a sufllcient number of large ocean-going steamers to cojie with 
our foreign trade as well as to keep the overseas freights within bounds. 
Sir, I hope the Select Committee will consider all these points verv care¬ 
fully. 

As I have said, I am entirely in favour of the principle of tliis Bill. 
Before I resume my seat, I should like to thank Mr. Ha.ii for bringing 
foi'ward this measure which will go a great way in building up an Indian 
mercantile marine owned; controlled and managed by Indian.s. 

Several Honourable Members : I move that the question be Jiow put. 

Mr. President : The question is that the question be now put 

The motion was adopted. 

. Mr. President ; Has the Honourable Member given a list of the Solec^ 
Committee 1 

_ . m. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Tes, Sir, I gave a list of Honourable 
JVLerabers last time. . 
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Member had not given the list, though I was under the impression he had, 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Sir, other Members should be mentioned as addi- 
tional Members ; otherwise the Committee will not be able to deal with 
this matter. ^ Secondly, thei’e is no mention of Members of the Select Com¬ 
mittee in this motion. Under these circumstances, the motion should be 
postponed till the nest Session. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : The names of the Select Committee 
were handed over by me the last time and you were good enough to read 
out the names. 

Mr. President : I have an impression that I did read out the names 
of the members of the Select Committee, but the Secretary says no. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Sir, in making my reply to the 
speeches which have been delivered in this connection. 

Mr. President : Five minutes. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : I would just refer my Honourable 
friend who spoke last to the opinion of the Bombay Steam Navigation 
Company, Limited, on this Bill. It is to be found on page 72 of paper 2 of 
the Opinions on the Bill. This company, Sir, about whose welfare my 
friend is so solicitous, definitely approves not only of the principle of the 
Bill but of most of the details contained therein. Sir, with reference to 
my friend Mr. Bajpai who talked about discrimination, I would draw the 
attention of the Government Benches to the fact that they themselves 
have adopted the principle of a certain proportion of Indian capital being 
necessary for licensed Indian enterprises. And I want to know 
if when this principle was adopted by them did South Africa protest 
and have Indian interests in South Africa suffered thereby ? Again 
on the 5th September my Honourable friend the Industries Member said, 
in reply to a question whether the Government of India had insisted on 
arranging for 60 per cent, of the capital of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Company as part of a general policy, that this company had to receive a 
license from Government. They could not operate without a license and 
therefore in that case there was a special reason, apart from any general 
policy, why Government was perfectly entitled to lay down such a condi¬ 
tion. My Bill, Sir, recommends that licenses be given for operating 
ships in the coasting trade of India, and on the analogy of the action of 
Government already taken, I ask where is there any discrimination here 
any more than when they insist that a certain percentage of the capital 
of a company shall be held by Indians ? The same thing is going to 
happen in the case of the civil aviation company^ Why then all this talk 
about the evil effects of this Bill on the delicate negotiations in South 
Africa and elsewhere which, as is well known, always come to nothing 9 
So far as our countrymen in Africa are concerned, I am glad, to saj^ that 
the BiU haa the support of all of them. The Indian Merchants’ Chamber 
and the Indian Merchants’ Association in Mombasa approve of the Bill. 

I have here a telegram from the Indian Merchant's Chamber, Mombasa, 

It reads : . 

“ Cabled Government strongly supporting coastal traffic Bill. Wishing success." 

That does not look as though the position of'Indians in Africa is going 
to be worse after the passing of the Bill I have introduced and yrhich is- 
being discussed now. As you have given me only five minutes, Sir, I am 
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afraid 1 cannot go into the details of all those arginnents toVhieli the 
Honourable the Comniercc Member referred as appearing in the Kpeeeh 
of Sir Charles Innes. I agree with him that most of them are points of f.ncl 
and therefore points for the Select Committee. It would Jiave been very 
easy for me to demolish all those arguments and to show from jinblished 
blue-books that most of the statements in that speech arc very open to chal¬ 
lenge. Their general charaetcr can be .iudged by the House from t!is fact 
that Mr. Shanmnkliam Chetty .so ea.sily and efTeetively dispo.sed of the 
Chilian example of Sir Ghai'les. 

What is true with regard to Chili is true of other arguments of Sir 
4 r.M. Charles Innes. 

Sir, it has been said—and I sball just mention one point—tbut the 
coasting trade of India is seasonal and we liave been asked what will liappen 
to the Indian ships during the slack season. I have worked out the details 
and the following is the result. The average sailings from the following 
important ports are given in this list for every month of the year. The 
coastal sailings from Rangoon are 48 per month, from Madras 20, from 
Alleppey 18, from Cochin 18. from Bombay 17 and from Ivarachi 5. It 
is quite possible that there may be mouths in which the sailings may he two 
or three more or ]o.ss, but I want to have this average on record, in order 
that the whole argument about the seasonal character of the trade 
may bo demolished completely. (A'>i JlononrahJc Member : “ What about 

the month of July ? ”). Similarly, Sir, I have got an answer not only ndth 
regard to the month of July but with regard to each one of the twelve 
months of the year, and I am prepared to satisfy the Select Committee with 
regard to the hollowness of this seasonal trade argument. 

Now, Sir, as I have already exceeded the flvo minutes that you liave al¬ 
lotted to me. 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchaitd Haji ; Sir, I therefore move the motion 
standing in m 3 ’’ name. 

The Honourahle Sir George Rainy : I do not propo.se, Sir. after this 
long debate to address the House at an 3 ’ length ; indeed after the speech 
I inflicted ttpon the House last week, it woiild be unreasonable of me to 
take up much of the time of this House to-clay. Tliere are, however, certain 
points that have been taken bt' some of the speakers to-day to wbie.b I think 
I ought to refer, and I will begin with that ver.v interesting speech delivered 
by my Honourable friend I\Ir. Chetty. In so far as he dealt with the ques¬ 
tion liow far the passing of this Bill might affect the position of Indians 
in the Dominions, I do not propose to sa 3 '’ an 3 d.]iing more, because the point 
has been^yery fully and ably dealt with by my Honourable friend 
Mr. Bajpai. I will therefore pass on to the other points in Jlr. Ohcifv’s 
speech, and I may say I was glad that at any rate one speaker on the 
other side was prepared to deal with the economic arguments advanced by 
Sir Charles Innes some 2i years ago. hlr. Clietty began by repudiating 
what Sir Charles Innes claimed as axiomatic, namely, that the reservation 
of the coastal trade would mean economic loss in some form or another. 
Of course it is not much use claiming as an axiom what other people do 
not accept, but it seems to me that there are far stronger rcason.s than 
Mr. Chetty was prepared to allow for the view that restrictions of this kind 
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mean economic loss in one form or another, and my Honourable friend Sir 
"Victor Sassoon gave good reasons for thinking so. But I should like to 
point out tliat, although it is quite true that Sir Charles Innes did make the 
claim that the ^'ie^v he expressed Tvas axiomatic, he also did a great deal 
more, for he proceeded with his usual thoroughness to advance a number 
of arguments in support of his opinion. Now, one of the reasons he gave 
for thinking that the reservation of the coastal trade was probably contrary 
to the economic interests of India and ivould result in loss was the seasonal 


character of the coastal trade, and this is a point which, as far as I recollect, 
has not really been dealt with by any of the speakers on the other side. If 
in the slack season of the j'^ear you need only 60 per cent, of the number of 
shiph which are required in the busy season, then in order to operate the 
ships economically, you must find some occupation for the odd 40 per cent, 
in the slack season. That is a very important point. Under present arran¬ 
gements, when the ships are not required on the coastal trade, they go to 
other parts of the world and operate there. It is b 3 '^ no means certain tliat 
if the coastal trade were reserved, the Indian ships would be able to be take 
themselves to othei* regions {An Honourahle Meniber : “ "Why not ? 

and take part in the trade there, because it is probable they would find them¬ 
selves in regions up against rather strenuous competition. 


My Honourable friend, Mr. Chetty, said that the existing coastal 
freights were not at the economic minimum, and he drew the inference that, 
even though the operation of the coastal trade might be rather more expens¬ 
ive under the restrictions, still the Indian companies would be able to carry 
on at a profit. ALL I can say is that, from time to time, it has happened that 
Indian shipowners have come to me and drawn my attention to the fact 
that the British India company, or some other company, has been cutting 
freights on the coast. The impression I always get is that these shipowners 
at any rate regard the existing freights as about the economic minimum- 
Tliat is the impression I always get from them.^ The largest of the Indian 
companies—^it is the compan 3 ’- which Mr. Haji represents—is engaged at 
present exclusively in the Indian coastal trade, and it no doubt paid for 
the goods it carries at the usual freight rates, but I have not observed that 
it has been making exorbitant profits. Unless I am to infer that the 
management of that line is very much inferior to that of the British India, 
and that .is not what I personally believe. The natural inference that 
the British India and other shipping lines are not at the present time makmg 
large profits out of the coastal trade. Therefore althougi vjat Mr- Chetty 
said was perfectly true that, compared with the freights between _ India 
and Europe, the coastal freights look very Ingli, still I think the weight o 
evidence is in favour of the conclusion that at present the Indian coastal 
trade is not a source of high profit to any of those engaged in it. If so, 
I think it pretty clear that merchants cannot look forward to any consider¬ 
able reduSion of freights as a result of reser\'ation. ^id personally 
‘adliere to the conclusion that it is much more likely to lead to an increase. 

Mr Chetty asked me espeeiaUy to ascertain and inform the House what 

Q 4 ,-' Charles Innes's authority for the statements he made about Chili- 
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Mr. Clietty is quite entitled to ask the House to .consider that particular 
instance -which Sir Charles Innes gave in the light of the evidence he 
adduced. The e^^dence furnished by the reports referred to by Mr. Chetty 
that the reservation of the coastal trade did not result in an increase of 
freight in Chili, but rather the contrary. "What actually happened accord¬ 
ing to the report—I think I am quoting^ the same passage as Mr. Chetty 
quoted—^the tonnage acquired by the Chilian o-wners since the passing of 
tliis law resulted in a superabundance of vessels for the-.trade, and presum¬ 
ably when there is a superabundance of vessels, it is likely that freights 
will go up and will not go down. Now let us suppose that the same result 
happened in India as a result of reservation ; suppose that is to say that 
as anticipated by my Honourable friends on the other side, soon after 
reservation, so many ships were purchased by Indian owners that there was 
a reduction in freights owing to superabundance of tonnage. But could 
that state of affairs be permanent ? I am quite sure that if my Honourable 
friend Mr. Ha.ii thought it was likely to be permanent, or perhaps I had 
])etter say if the company which he represents thought so,—^for I Imow 
very well tliat my Honourable friend Mr. Haji has the development of an 
Indian mercantile marine very much at heart—^but if the Seindia Steam 
Navigation Company thought that low freights would follow reservation, 
I am not sure whether that company would be particularly keen on the 
Bill. I am very doubtful about that. 

I think. Sir, the only other speech to which I need refer is the speech 
of my Honourable friend Lala Lajpat Rai. I was a little surprised when 
he eliaraeterised the reference which I made, and which my Honourable 
friend Sir James Simpson made, to the Report presented to the Lucknow 
Conference as an unfair reference. I thought it had been made plain in 
the discussibii last week that both Sir James Simpson and I had misunder¬ 
stood the exact meaning of the particular passage we quoted from that Ee- 
jK>rl. I think our misunderstanding was naturM, and indeed inevitable, for 
rea.sons I gave at the time. Believing as we did erroneously no doubt that the 
pa.'.cage ^ve quoted would apply to such things as this Bill for the resenution 
of the coastal trade, we naturally appealed to the Leader of the Opposition 
for his support and vote. I do not think there was anything unfair in that. 
It miaht have been mrfair if we had understood what his real meaning was 
and in that case. I am veiy doubtful whether personally I should have re¬ 
ferred 10 the point at all. But my Honourable friend Lala Lajpat Rai went 
on to say tlii^'That we must take the Report as a whole, and that the two 
thing.s- went together, namely, the passage about the apprehensions of 
Lnropcan Inisinessmen, and the grant of Dominion status. ■ It was not fair 
he said. 1o take one part and put aside the other part. I think that in this 
coimcction some rather pertinent questions may arise. I understood from 
wha* was .said on the last occasion that, if the European business community 
uf>rc to nationalise themselves after the grant of Dominion status, then the 
undi-rtaKuig against discriminatory legislation would be fully applicable. 

1 lit 1 .sliould like to know, and I imagine the European community will want 
10 know, liow they stand at present for, as I have pointed out before, the 
atigaa.ge ttsetl m the passage quoted is very .strong and particularly tb© 
v”'' " inconceivable However, I will not dweU on that further. 

-No douM the matter will come up again, and when it. does; soma Members 
-of the Kuropean Group-may have questions, to ask. - ■ - 
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Now, Sir, before I sit down I will very briefly sum up the objections 
which Government urge against the acceptance by this House of the Bill 
before us. In the first place, we urge that the proposal is economically 
unsound.and is not in the interests of India. We urge that it is likely to 
be ineffective owing to the existence of a number of non-British Indian ports 
on the coast of India. We urge that it is unjust to Burma. And finally— 
and this with me is the most vital argument—the Bill is open to objection 
in principle as involving both expropriation and racial discrimination, and 
we apprehend that the latter feature will have most unfortunate repercus¬ 
sions in South Africa and in other British Dominions. For these reasons, 
Sir, Government ask the House not to accept this Bill. 

Mr. President ; The question is ; 

“ That the Bill to reserve the Coastal Traffic of India to Indian vessels be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable Sir George Rainy, Pandit Moti Lai 
Nehru, Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta, Mi. R. K. Shannaukham Chetty, Mr. Satyendra Chan¬ 
dra Mitra, Maulvi Muhammad Shafee, IT. Tok Kyi, Lala Lajpat Rai, Paudit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla, Mr. K. O. Neogy, Mr. M. S. Aney, Sir Pur- 
ehotamdas Thakurdas, Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Nawab Sir ZuMqar AK Khan, 
Nawah Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, Sir James Simpson, Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan 
Boy, and the Mover, with instructions to report before the 10th February 1929 ; and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a nieetiug 
shall be six.” 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Sir I beg leave to withdraw 
my name. 

Mr. President ; Did the Honourable Member agree to serve on the 
Committee before his napie was put down ? 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Yes, Sir, but I have changed 
my mind. 

Mr. H. G. Cocke : I suggest the name of Mr. Lamb to ]:epresent the 
important commercial interests of Burma on the Committee. 

Mr. Muhammad Rafique : Sir, I should like to add the names of 
Khan Bahadur Haji Abdoolah Kasim and Mr. Jehangir K. Mnushi. 

Mr. President ; The Honourable Members ai’e not entitled to sug¬ 
gest any more names at this stage. 

Mr. H. G. Oocke ; Mr. Lamb had no opportunity of speaking on the 
question to-day and he is very anxious to serve on the Committee, Mr. 
Lamb has special reasons for serving on the Committee as he is interested 
in the question as oil tankers. - .»•?. ■. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

‘ ‘ That the name of Mr. Lamb be added to the Committee. ’ ’ 


The motion was adopted. 


Mr, President ; The question is ; 

“ That the namca of Mr. Haji Abdoolah Kaaim and Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi be 
added to the Committee.” 

The motion was adopted. 


Mr. President ; The question is : 

** That the Bill to reserve the Coastal Traffic of India to Indian vrasels be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable Sir George 

Nebru Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta, Mr. B. K. Bhanmukham Chetty, Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
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Mitra, Alnulw Muluimnuid Rhafo, I'. Tok JCvij Jjuln Lajpat iJiii, J’aiKlit Mn<lrin 31olinn 
Malav[v/i, Mr. GIiuiiMliyain Dft'. Birl.'i. -Mr. K. (.'. Ncopy, Mr. M. 8. Aiifv, .Sir PiirtiholunitluH 
Th.-tkiirdas, Mniilvi Abdul Matin t'li.-aidtnirj, Nav.nb Bir Zullkiar .^li Klmii, Bir .Jauics 
Bimpson, Hni Bali.'ulur Tiirit Ubii‘-:ni Air, W. B. Jjnnib, Khau Babadur Abdoolah 
Haji Kasim, Air. .lehanpir K. Attinsbi, mui tbc Mover %sitb iusiructifUis to report before 
the 10th Fobnuiry 1020} ami tliat the mimber of nicmbera uhose-proM m-.e flhiiU be 
accessary to constitiito a jueetiiift shall be sis.'^ 

I have allotvcd Iho Leader of tlie Eijroj)ean Group and Mr. Eafique 
to move for the addition of further nanuff to the li.st of the Select Com¬ 
mittee at thi.s late .stage. Tliis J tliink i.s irregular and the procedure will 
not be treated a.s laying dotvn tmy precedent. 

The Assembly divided : 


AYES—71. 


AbdvA Matin GhandUnry, Atnulvi. 

Abdullah Uaji Kasim, Klian Bahadur 
Uaji. 

A chary a, Air. At. K. 

Aijangar, Air. 0. Duriiisnaniy. 

Alley, Air. At. .S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. Itangusnauu. 
Ayyaugar, Mr. At. .‘5, Besha. 

Bclvi, Mr. D. V. 

Bhargava, Pandit Tliakur Das. 

Bhuto, Air. tv. tV. lllahibaHsh. 

Birla, Mr. Ghanshyam Das. 

Chetty, Mr. 11, K. ShaniuuV.ham. 
Chunder, Air. Kirmnl Clnindcr. 

Dakhan, Mt. AY. M, V. Ghulain Kudir 
Khan. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Dutt, Air. Atnar Nath. 

Dutfa, Atr. Srish Chandra. 

Farookhi, Air. Abdul Latif Saheb. 
Ghazanfar All Khan, Baja. 

Gour, Sir'Uaxi Sinph. 

,-Gul.ab Singh, Sardar. 

H.aji, Air. Sarabhai Noinchand. 

Ismail ^Kh.an; Alr?'^'* 

Iswar Saran, Altinshi, 

Iyengar, -Air. -S." Srinivasa. 

Jayakar, Mr. At. B. 

Jogiah, Air. Varahagiri Venkata. 

Kelkar, Mr. N. C. 

Kidwai, Mr. Eafi Ahmad. 

Kunzru, Pandii’-Hirday Nath. 

Lahiri Chandhury, Mr. Dhircndra K.anta. 
Lajpat Eai, Lala. 

'Lalchand Nav.alrai, Mr. 

^ Alalaviya, Pandit Aladan Moh.an. 

■' Mehta, Air. J.ammidaB M. 

Misra. Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 


Mitr.a, Mr. Patvcudni Chandra. 
Mohammad Jsnrtil Kfinn, H.aji Ghaud- 
liiiry. 

Aloonje, Dr. B. .s; 

Miikhtar .Singh, .Mr. 

Mutishi, .Mr. .1. 1C. 

Murtur.i Salu b Hahidur, Msiutvi Hayyid. 
Niudu, Mr. B. F. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Neogy, Mr. 3C. C’. 

P.indy.a, ^Ir. Vidya Rag.ar. 
i'hookiin, Brijnt T.anm Bam, 

Prak.asam, .Mr. T. 

Purshot.amdas Thakurdas, Sir, 

Baliqne, Mr. Muhammad. 

Tt.ahimtulhi, Mr. Fnral Ibrahim, 

Bajan Baksh Bli.ah, Ivhan Bah.adur Makh- 
dum Syed. 

R.angii Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Bao, Mr. G. S.arvothnm. 

Boy, Mr. Bhabi'iidn\ Diandra. 

.Sarda, Ibii Snhih Harbilas. 

.Sh.afee. M.aulvi Moh.amm.id. 

.sherv.MJii, Air. T. A. K.. 

.Siddif|i. Mr. Abdul Q.idir. 

Singh, Kumar U.au'iniay.a. 

Singh, Atr. Gaya Pras.ad. 

Singh, Mr. N.ar.iyan Pru'jnd. 

Singh, Mr. Ibim Narajan. 

Sinlm, Kuni.ar G.ang.anand. 

.Sinha, Air. Bajiv.ar.anjnn Prasad. 

Sinha, Air. Siddheswar. 

Suhrarvnrdy, Dr. A. 

Tok Kyi, D. 

Y'akub, Afaulvi Muhammad. 

Yusuf Imam, Air. 

! Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Narvab Sir. 
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NOES-^6. 


ALdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 
Abdul Qaiyum, Na^'|•ab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nasir-ud-din. 
Alexander, Mr. William. 

Ashrafuddin Alimed^ Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Saiyid. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bhaiucha, Mr. S. M. 

Bower, Mr. E. H. M. 

Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Chatterjee. The Eevd. J. C. 

Coatman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D. 

Orerar, The Honourable Mr. J. 

Dalai, Sardar Sir Bomanji. 

Gavin-Jones, Mr. T. 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Mr. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. 
Graham, Mr. L. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Hira Singh, Brar, Sardar Bahadur, 
Honorary Captain. 

Hla Tun Pru, H. 

The motion -was adopted. 


t<" f 

I 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
King, Mr. C. M. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

McWatters, The Honourable Mr. A, 0. 
Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhnpendra 
Hath. 

Mukherjee, Mr. S. C. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Eaghavayj-a Pantulu Garu, Diwan Baha¬ 
dur T. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 

Rajah, Eao Bahadur M. C.- 
Eau, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Rogers, Mr. P. G. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

Shamaldhari LaU, Mr. 

Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Simpson, Sir James. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Stewart, Mr. J. A. 

Sykes, Mr. E. P. 

Webb, Mr. M. 

Tamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
21st September, 1928. 
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Friday, 2dsf,8epiemt.er, 1928. 


The Assembly met in tihe Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Ikir.-President in-the Chair. ■. . 


• QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. , , . - 

V..; ■ ■ 

Contract relating to the Supply op Wood Fuel to the Eohilkhand and 
' . , Kumaon Railway. 

. 770. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : With reference to the reply to question 
No. 103 at page 4405 of the Legislative Assembly Debates, VolmiiC III, 
will Government kindly lay on the table an extract from the contract 
relating to the supply of wood fuel to the Eohilkhand and Kumaon Rail¬ 
way Company ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The relevant clause is clause 9 of the contract 
of 1882 at page 57 of the reprint of the Eohilkhand and Kumaon Railway 
contract, a copy of which is available in the Library. 

Surplus Locomotives on the North Western Railway. 

, 771. =*=Mr. N. M. Joshi : Is it not a fact that at one of his inter¬ 
views with the Railway Board in 1924 or 1925, the Agent of the North 
^Western Railway stated that he had on hand a surplus of about 300 
locomotive engines ; if so, what is the exact date of the interview and 
which of the Members of the Board were present at the interview i 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : I have not been able to find in the minutes of 
' meetings with the Agent, North-Western Railway, in 1924-25 a record of 
any such statement. . 

Treatment of Staff on the different Railways.* 

■ 772.-*Mr. N. M. Joshi : Is it not a fact that at a meeting held in 
March ^23 between the Railway Board and the .Agents for different 
Railways, the Chief Commissioner warned the latter “ that care, piust be 
taken to treat the staff fairly, ghdng them leave and such allowance as 
were permissible and to avoid any appearance of racial discrimination 
in retrenchment ” ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member appears to be refer- 
xing to a confidential discussion which took place with Agents of Rail¬ 
ways on the date mentioned. , I shall be much obliged if he will let me 
laiow how he obtained the information on which his question is based. 

, Nuiiber' of Petitions received relating to the Hindu Child Marriage 
' , BiLp. ,' • 

. D. V. Belvi : (o) Will ^Government be pleased to state 

-any, and . if so, how many, petitions have been-received from 

( 1161 : 
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eacliJprovince against the Child jVIarriagc Bill o£ Rai Sahib llarbilas 
Sarda 1 ?■ ' 

(i) What is the’number of signatories to die petitions from each 
Iji’ovince !? C 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether anjii'. and if so^ 

how man}% resolutions passed at public meeting-, have been received (t) for 
and (?V) against the Bill ? i 

i" • ^ ' 

/ (d) Will Government be pleased to state if any pelitifjps have been, 

received, and if so, how' many, from each province suj)porting the Bill ? 

(c) What is the total number of signatories in each province support¬ 
ing the Bill 1 

* * ' * 

IVIr! L. Graham : (a) Tn all 1,158 petitions have been received against 

the Bill. Government do not think that an analysis by provinces would 
be productive of results worth the labour involved; but if the Honourable 
Member still de.sires it, I will have the analysis made afid send it to hiTii. 

(b) The total number of signatories of these petitions is 7-1.802. 

, (c) Resolutions for the Bill 187 and against the Bi!! .882, 

(d) The total number of petitions .siipjjortinu llic Bill i.s 21.5. For 
the reasons stated under («) this analysis has not I)ec n made. 

(c) The total munber of signatories of Ihe^e jtclitiojis is 3.9G2. 

Mr..D,-V. Belvi : Will Government be pleased in stale if tliey have 
in.‘:tructccl Provineial Governments to cou'-nlf tlie rclitrinus heads of the 
several easte.s and sub-castes of Hindus .and dirferc/it seels of !Muham- 
luadams ? 

^ p\ ^ 

The Hohourable Mr. J, Crerar : When the Bill w.is circulated to Local, 
Gov^ernnieiits'they were asked to a.seertain the opinions of all those 
concerned’ in the manner wliich is customarily done in re.spect of Bills 
dealing with matters of this nature. 

.Mr. p. y. Belvi : Do Government consider that the rj^uestion involved 
in this Bill is of a quasi-roligious cliaraeter ? , ' . 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Jt is well-known that it has been 
represented in very many quarters that it' does impinge on que.stij^s of a 
religions character. 

, p. V. BeM : Do not Government think it necessary to consult 
the Gurus of-the several castes and sub-castes of Hindus on this point ? 

, The Honourable Mr, J. Crerar : It is highly desirable fhahthe opinion 
of/every interest should be fully consulted and ascertained. 

•i^Mr. Lalbhand Navalrai : Are there any signatories to tlie aj)plica¬ 
tions or, petitions from Sind for or against that Bill ? 

• ^ 

"Mr,"L, Graham ; Petitions arc received every day„ I think I had 
four'yesterday. If is really tvery difficult to keep^ track of them, but I 
should say tha't certain petitions have been received from Sind thouo-h 
I would not like to be pinned down to that statement, • “ 
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Prevention of the Importation and Sale of AoutTERATED Drugs, ‘"And 
Control of the Sale of Poisons. 

j V ^ 

774. ^Lieutenant-Colonel H. A, J. Gidnej^; .(o) ^;Will Govern¬ 
ment please state the action taken by them on the Resolution relating to 
drugs passed by*'the Council of State on 9th March 1927 1 

(b) Dija"^ Government consult Provincial Governments on the _,point.? 

raised ? ^ _ 

(c) Mf'^e answer t6'*('b) be in the affirmative, will they kindly state 
what action niey propose taking now in the matter ? 

(d) Do^they, in this connection, propose to consider the desirability of 
early legislation, i.e., .introduce a suitable Bill, to prevent the importation 
and sale q£ .adulterated drugs and to control the sale of poisons " 

(e) Do Government propose themselves to take immediate steps-against, 

as also to draw the attention of Provincial Governments to, the alleged sale 
of adulterated quinine in India on a lai'ge .scale and to enquire what action 
they propose taking- to check such sales ? ' ' . , 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) to (d). The Resolution referred to by the 
Ilonourable Member and the debate tliereon were sent ho the Local Gov¬ 
ernments and Administrations for an expression of opinion and for such 
action as they considered to be desirable and practicable. The replies 
received show considerable diversit}^ of opinion on the question whether 
legislation for .the standardisation of the preparation and for the sale 
of medicinal drugs is feasible or neces.sary. These replies arc now under 
consideration.. The question is complicated by the fact that legislation 
without the machinery for enforcement would be useless. ' 

(e) Government have no evidence in their possession to show that 
adulterated quinine is sold on a large scale but they propose to ask Local 
GoA^'ernments for a considered report on the allegations which havcArecent- 
I^,been made on this 'subject in the Press. ^ 

(Colonel Gidncy rose from a seat in the Central Mu-slim Party block.)’ 

, '' Mr. President : The Honourable Colonel should have given the Chair 
notice that he had joined the Central Muslim Party. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J, Gidney : Might I explain, Sir, that I have 
not joined the.-Central Muslim Party bub if the Government had supplied 
loud speakers as requested hy me in this House I should not be here. I 
cannot hear .the Honourable Member from my seat at the other end of 
the room and I came nearer to hear his replies. 

Mr. President : Colonel Gidney. 

Lieut.'-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will the Ilonourahle Member inform 
the House whether Government propose to encourage or to ask Provincial 
Governments, or themselves move in the matter, (1) to control the sale of 
poisons ; and (2) Avhekher they are prepared to suggest to'ProA-irieial 
Governments, or tliemselves move in the matter of drug leg'islatlon jtnd 
standardisation ; and (3) whether they intend to stop at the pprtg by 
means of tlie Sea Customs Act the importation into India of this'frtidulbnt 
quinine ? So far Ilonourable Member has evaded the quesfion. ^ 

Mr. G. S, Bajpai i I Will deal with tha, last part of the Honourable 
'Member's statement fir.st'. Par from cvadingjthc que.stion I have defi¬ 
nitely stated that Government have no information in their possession fo 
. LW9LA ' " a2 
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hIiow tluif llu'vc aro masst's of ad tilt oral rd riuiniru; btiui}' .‘.oUi iruliiis oJ'-un- 
try bill Ih.'il llu'v proj)osi,‘ lo maky inquiries from'5jO(;al/(!oy-"rnmf^its! 
As ri't'ards tlu* first, .second and third sufir'xestionH tnido by lln- Honour'^ 
able Mendier, they do not, as far ns I nndftr.stnnd, hli refor specifically 
io the qne.stion of. drug aduUcralion, They ndate to-lhe tpiestion of the 
Standardisnlion of the preparation and to control of tin* sale of drug.s. 
As I have already told the Honourable Member, wc loivc consulted Ijocal 
Governments on this point and there is great tiiver.sity of opinion as to 
■what is necessary and what is desirable. All that I ciui say is that Oio 
Honourable Member’s suggestion will be borne in mind when we are 
coming to a decision. 

Lient.-Coloncl H. A. J. Gidncy : Wilt the Honourable Member address 
the Local Governments again and point otit to them the necessity and the 
urgency of controlling this promiscuous sale of j)oisons throughout the 
land ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; T n'gret to .say, .Sir, that as I do not. in the light 
of the information avnilaiile (o me and to the Government, sh.are flic view 
that there is promiscuous sale of poisons in the countr>'. I am not in a 
position to give the ns.snranco which the Ilononrahle Member wants, 

' Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidncy : Will the Honoiirahie Member kindly 
find out from re.sponsihle aufhoritio.s, such as the medical authorities t 

Mr. 6. S. Bajpai : Well, Sir, if the Ilononrahle !Meinher thinks that 
the only responsible authority in the country is tiie Honourable an<l 
gallant ^lombcr himself, then 1 confess that 1 have not go? the hfiicfit of 
the most ro.spon.sihlo opinion. But, on lit'* otiier liaml. if my Honourable 
friend would concede, shall wc say, some measure nf aiifliority to stndt 
officer.s .as the Director General of the Indian Mediejd Service and the 
Depul .V Director General of the Indian i\Iedical .Servjee, then 1 suhinil tlmt- 
ave liavc liad competent and considered opijiion, and tliat the informati(>n 
whicli 1 have given is Itased on that considered and competent opinion. 
As regards the other part of the Honournhlc r^lembcr’s tpiestion, Sir. or 
rather siurgestion. I luive .already stated that the Government projvose m 
ask Local Governments for a considered report on the alleg.afif»ns winch 
have recently been made on (ids subject in tlie Press. 

' Article ix India regariuxo the Statutory Commissiox. 

775. =^Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla.: Has the attention nf the 
Government of India been drawn to an article in the magnr.ine, called 
India of July 1928, Volume E, No. 1, hearing the title “ Some aspects 
of the Simon Coinmi.ssion ” < 

, ■ The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The answer is in the negative. 

. ♦ 

LOAXr TO THE LATE NaWAB SiR SaLIMULLAH OE DaCCA. 

776. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) With reference to 
the question No. 525 by Mr. K. G. Ncogy in the Legislative Assemblv on 
August 29, 1927, regarding a loan to, the late Nawnb Sir Saliniullah of 
Dacca and the ans-n-er thereto, will tlie Government he iilea.sed to .state if 
they have made an'enquiry into the rate of interest at which the loan was 
advanced to the Nawab of Dacca by the Government of. India ? 
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i, 

-If SO, what^ the rate of interest ? Is it higher or lower than the 
rat^f interestfat wmch the Governmept borrow money ? 


^ . s t 

>‘(c) If the, rat^of interest is lower, how do the Government propose 
loss of irevenue to the Central Government which the said loan 


■•to meet the 
involves ? 


. (d) What were the terms and conditions under which the loan was 

advamSed espeeially’-in regard to the period during which it was stipulated 
that ^e money should be repaid ? 

te) Is it a fact that the income of the Nawab’s estate has increased 
since^the loan was advanced ? 

v' 

tf) . Is it a fact that the enhanced income of the estate is being spent 
on increasing the allowance to the members of the Nawmh’s family ? 

(fir) Ig it not a fact that the administration of the Nawah’s estate has 
become a Costly affair ? 

(h) What steps do Government intend to take to reduce the cost of 
administration of the estate ? 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : [a) Yes. 

(,b) 3 per cent, per annum which is lower than Government’s borrow¬ 
ing rate. 

(c) The loss remains at debit of Interest on Ordinary Debt, 

, ' (d) The scheme of repayment contemplated that the loan .should be 
extinguished in 19-52 but as a matter of fact, repayments have proceeded 
in advance of the programme and it is expected that the loan will be 
extinguished in 1945. 

(e), (/)) (o) and (7i). From enquiries made Government have no 
reason to be dissatisfied with the progress made in reducing the co^ of 
administration. For the rest Government do not consider it proper that the 
private affairs of a great family .should be discussed on the floor of the 
House. 


Town Insfeotobs of Post Offices in the United Pbovinoes PosTiU^ Ciecle. 

777 •’•Mr. Siddhesvmr Sinha : (a) Is it a fact that the permanent 
Town Inspectors of Post Offices attached to the first class head Post Offices 
ill the" United Provinces Postal Circle have been transferred from their 
substantive appointments of Town Inspector to that of a clerk ? 

(h) If so have Government received appeals from the officials so 
reverted and considered those appeals and with what result ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : Sir, with your permission I 
shall deal tosether with the Honourable Member’s three questions Nos. 
777 778 and 779. As those are all connected with a subject winch has 
been dealt- with in a reply given on the 20th instant to unstarred ques¬ 
tions by Mr. Anivar-ul-Azim and others, which Honourable Alembers oi 
the House have not yet had an opportunity of perusing, I ask your per¬ 
mission to read the explanatory portion of that reply ; it runs as iollov s : 

I observe that these are the 'first of a long series of questions by 
Mumber.s of the House, arising out of the operation of orders issued by 
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the Govoriimeiii of luclia in August and St‘pt'<'ini>er 1927 and of an inter¬ 
pretation of iliese, issued witli tlu! approval of the Goyarmaeht of India, 
by the Director-Gcncriil, Posts and Telegraphs, in I^ohrSry 1928,’ These 
orders related to the revision of the pay and duties oid»)wn Tnspeetors 
attached to first class Head Post Oflices. Tliey have rlSijtllod, in some 
cases, in the displacement of some of tlie ofiieials who, mi^ie date from 
which the orders originally took eifeef, namely, the ist Heptember 1927, 
were the aetual ineumhents of the jm.sl.s tiamed. fri-'ojjje'r eases the 
existing ine.umheni'i hnvo heeji retained in their aj'pdintments. The 
orders to ^yhich I have referred necessarily left to the hea'ds adminis- 
Iralivo Postal Circles the final decision as to the applicatioti in individtial- 
cases of general prineiples whieh liad been laid down. The decisions 
reached have given rise to a nnmher of representations addressed to the 
Director-General and to the Government' of India from dilTerenl Service 
Associations and individuals interested. These rejire.senlalions have re¬ 
ceived the most careful consideration of the Director General whose re¬ 
commendations arc now before me and will receive my close attention, 
together with the various iioint-s raised by Honourable Members in these 
questions. 


Town Inspkctors of Post Offices in the United PnoviNX’KS .\nd 

Bengae Postal Ciucees. 

t77S. '^Mr. Siddheswar Sinlia : (o) Arc Government aware that the 
Postmastcrs-General of the United Provinces and the Bengal Postal Circles 
have changed their orders in rcsjiect of the appointments of ])ns’tal Town 
■Inspectors attached to the first class Head Post Ofiices in tluNc Circic.s 
confirming some and again degrading those ofilcinls from tlie Town 
Inspectors’ appointments 1 

(h) If so, are Government aware that the aforesaid orders were i«s\ied 
by the atorcsaid Postinastors-Gciieral witliout obtaining nnv report as to 
then; work from the immediate superior ofileers of the aforesaid postal 
ouicialb and that no reason wa.s assigned for Die respective order of rever¬ 
sion Irnm the line of postal Insjieetor to the line of clerk ? 

Government jn-ojiose to issue any clear orders protectine tlie 
on the rH?e f>vho were holding .such appointments 

tioris of serviL I’ovision in accordance with the gcn'^ral eondi- 

, so, when ? If not, why not ? 

Town Inspectors of Post Offices in the Bengal, Bombay and United 

Provinces Postal Circles. 

Sinha ; (a) Is it a fact that the officials who 
Thenonf fheir substantive appointments of postal Town 

charge-sheeted as required under the rules of the 
respect of the Government officials and tlieir defrur'^^.! n ^ 
obtained respect of the postal Town Inspectors in the Ben<.S i" '' 
aijd the \Iiiited Provinces Circles ? ’ Bombay 

'raJ^ “ '>“» taken l,y the Govern. 

mr .ms;, or to this question, soc ansTCrt^iiostion No, 777. - 
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Departmental Examination for Promotion to the Lowest Selection 
> Grade Post in the Post Office. 

780. •’"Mr^jjl^^dheswar Sinha : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been d|pRvn to the latest G. 0. of the Director-General, Posts and 
^‘eiegraphs.^relating to the departmental examination for promotion to the 
lowest selqetibn grade post in the Post Office ? 

'(b) If,St), vas any report obtained as to the knowledge of the postal 
officials \^ho ^attained the age of 40 regarding their knowledge of the Post 
Office k^nual, Volumes 1 and 2, and the Fundamental and the Supple- 
inentar;f'jEiules (Accountant General’s Compilation) before the issue of the 
aforesafid G. 0. exempting them from appearing in the papers relating 
to those books ? 


(c) Is it a fact that the knowledge of the officials of 40 years of age 
will .not he tested in respect of the rules laid down in the aforesaid 
books ? 

illhe'Hona'urable Mr. A. 0. McWatters ; (a) -Tes. 


(b) No, 

(c) Yes. but only in the first examination held under the new rules. 


IntroductioX of the Examination for the Lowest Selection Grade 
, ' Posts in the Post Office. 


781. *Mr. Siddheswar Sinha : (a) Is it a fact that the examination 
for the lowest selection grade posts is introduced for the first time in the 
Post Office ? 

* (b) Do the Government propose to abolish the examination for the 
loWest selection grade posts in the Post Office ? 

(c) If so, when may orders be expected on the subject ? 


(d) Is it a fact that the adoption of the same system of examination 
for all the candidates for examination for promotion to the lowest selec¬ 
tion grade is under the consideration of the Government of India ? 


(c) If so, wdien will the orders issue ? 


The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

■'ihy Does not arise. 

(d) If the Honourable Member refers to the Post and Telegraph De¬ 
partment as a whole, the reply is in the affirmative. 

(e) Orders have already issued prescribing .such an examination in 
the Engineering Branch, while as regards the Traffic Branch the matter 
is still under consideration. 


Eecognition by the Agent of the East Indian Eailway Union. 

782. *Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : Are the Government aware 
that the East Indian Railway Union was registered under, the Trade 
Unions Act in March 1928, but that it has not been recognised''by the 
Agent of Hhe Railway up till now ? If so, do Government jirppose to 
instruct HP'Agent to recognise the Union officially and give it all facilities 
for representation of the grievances of the workers ? 
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■Mr.,A. A. L. Parsons : If the Honourable Member will let me know 
to which particular union,on the Ea.st Indian Railway he is referring I 
will see if I can obtain the information for him. 

Issue of Passes to the Officers and Woekebs of the Bast Indian 

Railway Union. 

783. *Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : In view of the announcement 
of Earl Winterton that the Government of India welcome the formation 
of Trade Unions on constitutional lines, do Government propose to instruct 
the Aiicnt of the East Indian Railway to issue passes to the officers and 
workers of the Union for organising the Union thoroughly according" to 
the Trade Unions Act ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government consider that officers and workers 
of trade unions should be allowed to utilise passes, to which they are 
entitled as railway employees, for the purpose of attending to the business 
of their unions, and have so instructed the Agents of State-managed Rail¬ 
ways. They do not consider that railway authorities should give indirect 
financial assistance to the unions by the grant of extra passes to railway 
employees or by the grant of passes to persons who are Dot in railway 
service. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; Maj’’ I ask whether the Government will issim 
similar instructions to the Company-managed Railways also in the matter i 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Will the Honourable Member repeat his ques¬ 
tion ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Maj^ I ask whether Government will be prepared to 
issue similar instructions to the Company-managed Railways ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : It is not a matter on which we can issue 
instructions to Company-managed Railways, Sir, but they are already 
aware of the views of Government. 


Engagement of a Contractor to pay the Salaries to the Staff employ¬ 
ed ON the East Indian Railway. 


784. =^Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : («) Is it a fact that the East 
Indian Railway authorities are contemplating to abolish the Paj^ Depart¬ 
ment of the East Indian Railway and to engage a contractor for payment 
of salaries to the staff all over the line ? If so, will Government please 
state reasons for the proposed arrangement ? 


(b) Is it a fact that on the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway the con¬ 
tract system was abolished and the work was undertaken by the depart¬ 
ment foi efficienc 3 ^ and with a view to remove the irregularities in pay¬ 
ment hy contractors, and that there was a saving of Rs. 16,000 last year ? 
If so, will the Government be pleased to state why the Eak Indian Rail¬ 
way authorities want to re-introduce the contract system ? 


(c) Will Government be pleased to state how the staff of the Pav 
Department wiU be provided for if the Pay Department is abolished ? 

fin ^ •' question is at present under considera¬ 

tion and It IS proposed to call for tenders. If the contract si^tem is found 
on the whole cheaper, it will be adopted. louna 
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( 6 ) After tli 6 Oudli and Rohilkhand Railway was amalgamated "witt 
the East Indian Railway the system' of departmental working that obtain¬ 
ed on the latter was introduced on the former. It is understood that' this 
resulted in a saving of cost. 

(c) The question will he carefully considered if it is decided to abolish 
the Pay department; A good portion of the staff would no doubt conti¬ 
nue to be employed'^n their present duties under any person or firm to 
whom the contract might be given. 

Mr. President ; Order, order. The rule of the House is that the 
Honourable Member must rise from his seat and put the question. 

Ejectment from their Quarters of the Workers of the Ondal Work¬ 
shop, East Indian Railway. 

^785. *Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : (a.) Are Government aware that 
the Agent served the workers of Ondal Workshop who struck work in 
/Sympathy with the worlcmen of Lillooah with a notice to vacate their quarters- 
* within'tVenty-f our hours ? Are Government aware that owners of dwel¬ 
ling houses are required to serve their tenants at least with a month’s 
notice to ya'cate their houses, and no tenant can be ejected by force by the 
executive' officers without the sanction of the civil court 1 Will Govern¬ 
ment please state what action they propose to take against the Agent for 
issuing such illegal notices ? 

(J) Are Government aware that twenty-four hours after the Ondal 
Avorkers had been served Avith a notice to A'acate the quarters, the District 
Magistrate of BurdAA’-an came to Ondal in a special train Avith the police 
officers of Asansol and about one hundred armed police, and forcibly broke 
the padlocks attached to the doors of the quarters in the absence of most 
of the occupants and threAv aAva3' all their properties on the street during 
heavy rains Avitli the result that all their properties were drenched and 
spoiled 1 Are Government aAvare that in some cases the workmen were 
forciblj’- turned out of their quarters Avith their wives and children during 
heavy rains at niglit ? If the Government have no information, aaIU they 
be pleased to enquire into these matters and take necessarj^ action against the 
Magistrate for his illegal actions ? 

(c) Will GoA'ernment be pleased to state under AAffiose instructions the 
Magi.strate came to Ondal to compel the AA'orkers to vacate their quai’ters 
with the aid of the armed police ? 

(d) Will GoA’ernment please state who paid the expenses in con¬ 
nection Avith the running of the special train for taking the Magistrate and 
the police from Asansol to Ondal and back ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Three daj^s’ notice, and not 24 hours as 
stated in the Honourable Member’s question. Avas given to the strikers 
to resAime duty and of the fact that, if thej" did not do so, thej’' Avill bo 
made to vacate their quarters. The action of the Agent is in accordance 
Avith section 1.38 of the Indian RailAAmj-'s Act, and it Avas not illegal. 

(h), (c) and (d). Government have not receiA^ed an 3 ' ' information 
which suggests that there is any truth in the allegations made 63 '- the- 
Honourable Member. 

Mr, Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah ; Will Government be pleased to 
enquire Avhetlier the statements made in parts ( 6 ), (c) and (d) of the 
que.stion are correct ? ' 
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Ml’. A. A. L. Parsons : If ihn Tloiinumbit* will jjui 'inn in 

pos.^K'ssion of infonnation jnslifyhif' tho allopaiioiis. doubt he 

liiinself possc.sscd before puttinj/the questioinj shall be ]^^e])nml to lualrc 
.onquirie.s. • ' - 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : May T ask. Sir, whether the floveninieiit of India 
liave consulted their le'^al adviser ns to the Icftality oi tin- Kailway Act 
bciiifi' {i])|i!icd to the workers in worlcsliops as rc‘(Siirdx the vaeatiou ol t/ieir 


quarters ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : So far a;; I am aware, Sir, the Apent of the 
East Indian Kaihvny made no enquiries, hut the terms (»f that .section 
. of the Act are perfectly clear. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : What is the justifie.ition for applyin-' the Railway 
Act to the workor.s in the railway workshops ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : It is, Sir, the law of the land ; and it is parti- 
.oularly for llii.s type of case that, that particular jirovision in the Act v.'ns 
.enacted. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : Mny I ask whether Government cannot .state wliat 
the justification for that law is ? 

” Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : Certainly not-. Sir, in the conr.se of (pie.'.tion 
find answer on the floor of this JIou.se. 


Alleged Hara.ss.ment nr the District Magistrati; or Bi’rdwa.v andtoi: 

Police op the Strikers at As.\nsol, East Indian Raii.wav. 

780. *Mr. VariOhagiri Venkata Jogiah ; (a) Arc the Govrnment 

.aMare that when the workers of Asannol .struck work and coinincneccl prsice- 
fui picketiug, the District Iilayi.stralt of I’urdwan aecompauied iiy th.c 
officials of the Railway .stopjied the nielteting l)y force If jiot, will ibo 
'Government be jilcascd to enquire and give an answer to this query ? 

(h) Is it a fact that a worker was assaulted by a railway ofiieial 
during the picketing in the prc.seneo of the .Magi.strate, and that although 
the matter was brought to his notice he took no action ? If tloveninient 
are not aware of this, will they find out and give an answer f 

(c) Are the Government awai-c that at dead of night Iho railway 
officials at Asansol accompanied by the District Magistrate of Burdwan and 
■ihe police used to visit the husfee every iiiglit during the early .stage of 
the strike and tried to force the strikers to return to work against their 
consent ? 

(d) Will Governnienf plea.se state what action they ]>roposo <o 
dake against the IMagistrate for liis nltcmiit to break the strike at Asansol 
•vi'ith the aid of the railway officials by force ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a telegram wa.s sent by the General Secretarv of 
dhe Ea.st Indian Railway Union to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal 
protesting against the highhandedness pf the Iilagistrate and the police ! 
If so, will Government be pleased to slate what action was taiccn by the. 
‘Government of Bengal to stop the linra-ssment of the strikers by the police 
■and the magi.strate ? ' ■ ' • 

(/) Is it a fact that in spite of the assurance of the Agent that there 
-would be no victimisation after the settlement of the strike a large number 
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of wor^kers at liUooah, Howi’ah, Asansol and Ondal have not been allo^Yed to 
I'esmn'e duties pj’^Ahe subordinate officers ? If so, do Grovernment propose 
to instruct the Agent'to see that all workers are allowed to return to work 
at every statiOn without further delay ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) to (e). Government have no information, 
but enquiries will be made. 

(/) No. The Agent has agreed to re-engage men dismissed at 
Asansol and Ondal as vacancies occur, and nearly 400 out of about 650 
'-have already been so re-engaged. 

D isMiss^n OF 54 Workmen empeoved in the Workshops at Lillooah, 

East Indian RAmwAV. 

' . / ' ' 

787. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : Is it a fact that 54 worlcmen 
at Lillooah have been dismissed from service on the report of a Foreman 
that they took a leading part in a disturbance in the workshop ? Is it a 
fact that one of these men was subsequently found to be absent from duty 
pn the day of the occurrence but that an attempt was made to mark him 
preserif'on that day ? Are Government aware that these men were dislilced 
by the worksliop officials because they gave evidence in a bribery case 
against some officers ? Do Government propo-se to instruct the Agent to 
cancel the dismissal of these men so that there may not be any cause for 
unrest in tlie workshops ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : 54 workmen, who were mainly responsible for 
the disturbance in the workshops which led to the closing of the shops 
on the 31st July 1928, were dismissed after the Deputy Chief Mechanical 
Engineer had personally satisfied himself that they were so responsible, 
and not on the report of a Foreman, Government have received no 
leport that any of these men were found absent from duty, and the reason 
for their dismissal is that which I have given, and not that suggested in 
the Ilonoxirable Member’s question 

IjOss sustained by the East Indian Railway on account of the Ldck- 
'' OUT AT Lillooah, etc. 

788. *Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : Will Government please state 
the amount of loss sustained by the raihvay authorities on account of the 
lock-out at Lillooah, and strikes al ITowrah, Ondal and Asansol for (1) sus¬ 
pension of work and (2) payment of wages to temporary hands engaged 
during the strike ? 

Mr, A. A, L, Parsons : I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
reply which I have already given ho Mr. Joshi’s question No. 270 on the 
4th September 1928. I have no reason to believe that any appreciable 
loss was sustained. 

Pay of “ A ” Class Ticket Collectors on the East Indian Railway. 

789. 'Mr. Varahag^ Venkata Jogiah : Is it a fact that under Ecsolu- 
iions 412-13 of the official meeting of the East Indian Railway in 1926-27, the 
scale of pay of “ A ” class Ticket Collectors was raised from Rs. 90 to 
Rs. 120 ’ If so. will Government please state if the pay of these Ticket 
Collectors in all the division'-- of the Railway has been raised accordingly ? 
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If not, do Government propose'to instrud the Af'f-nl to lake necessary adiop 
at an early date f 


3^. A. A. L. Parsons : We lutve no information, ljut 1 will make 
enquiries and let the Honourable Member Iniow wbat tin* |)osition is. 


Reduction oy a Ticket CoLUKcron EMrnoYED at Patna .1 unction. East 

Indian Raieway, 


790. ’'Mr. Varaliagiri Venkata Jo^ah : (a) lias tbe attention of the 
Government been drawn to the editorial note jinldisbod in tlio Mazdoor 
dated the 29th February 1928, rctrardinK the punishment inflicted on a 
ticket collector at Patna .Tunction wlio detected that a rcsiionsililo railway 
employee was travelling without ticket.s f If .so, will Government please 
state what action has been taken to realise the tax-payer’s money due from' 
, the said railway employee ? 

(^) Is It a fact that under the existing;: rules of the East Indian 
liaihvay tlie tiokel eollcctorg are not authorised to hand over railway 
emplojmes to the police for travcllin" without tickets, hut they arc required 
to report the matter to the higher auhorities for departmental .iction 7 
Are Government aware <!mt in this case the ticket collector of Patna 
Junction dul.v rejiorted the matter io tiip Divisional Sujierintcndent, but- 
it was dealt with by the Stafi’ Sujicrinlendent who had no concern with 
tins commercial case and. with a view to condone the sairl railway emj)loyec 
who worked directly under the StafT Superintendent, the ticket collector 
was reduced in pay ? 


(e) Are the Government aayare ilinl the East Indian Railway Union 
represented the matter to the Divisional Snjierintendent as well as to the 
Agent througlv their own official organ Mazdoor ns well ns hv l-Mters fnlh* 
explaining the impropriety of the punishment inflicted on a dutiful 
v-orker but no reply was given to the Union ? If tbe answer be in the 
attirnialivc. do Government propose to instruct the Agent to cancel the 

^'-lio did Ids duty as a lovnl 
sonant of the Railway ? If the Government are not aware of thi.s. do 
lliey propose to enquire and accord .instice to the ticket collector f 

tinned^' ^ ^ ^ Parsons : (a) Government have not seen the note men- 


f&)ancl (e) Government have no knowlodtre of the faet-^ and have 
no reason 10 believe that the Agent, to whom it appears ibe matter was 
refericd, has not been able to deal with tlie matter adoqiinfolv. 

Allegations a^vinst Mr. Ausell. a junior Okficf-R in the Dinapur 
Division of the East Indian Railway. 

alc!o?‘ Venkata Jogiah : («) Ts it a fact that one IMr. 

^-ti .Uinior officer m the Dinapur Division, punishes the 

laf 0 t ^ Government please 
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(Z>) Is it a fact that this junior officer has made very had remarks on 
the personal files of tlie workers for trifling mistakes ? Is it also a fact 
that the treatment by this temporary oflicer of the office staff is un- 
gentlemanly 1 

(c) Is it a fact that in connection with the derailment at Pandarak 
Station this officer -was sent by the Transportation Superintendent of Dina- 
pur to_ make necessary arrangements, but he did not proceed to the place 
of accident ? Was the Punjab Mail detained at the station for about 12 
hours 1 Was it due to the fact that ilic officer did not proceed to the 
•place of accident as directed by the Transportation Superintendent at 
Dinapur ? If so, will Government please state what action they propose to 
take against this officer for such neglect of duty which caused considerable 
inconA'enience to the passengers of the Punjab ^lail 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : Government have no information, and regret 
fhat they are not prepared to make enquiries in the matter with which 
the Agent is competent to deal. Thej’’ will, however, send a copy of 
the Honourable Member’s question to the Agent'for his information. 

Promotion of Indian Workers who have passed Examinations from the 
Training School at Chandausi. 

792. *Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah ; Yv^ill Government please state 
if all the Indian workers who passed examinations from the Chandausi 
Training School have been appointed to suitable posts in the higher 
grade ^ If not, do Government propose to talie steps for the appointment 
of these qualified men to higher posts at an early date ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : There is, I think, a misapprehension as to the 
purposes of the Chandausi Training School. The completion of a course 
at this school and the passing of an examination at the close of the course 
gives no employee any claim to promotion to a higher post though he may 
he required to go through the course before becoming eligible for pro¬ 
motion. I am glad of the opportunity which the Honourable Member’s 
question has afforded me of removing this misapprehension if it exists. 

1 

Humber of Indian Transportation Inspectors, Commercial Inspectors, 
ETC., on the East Indian Railway. 

793. *Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : Will Government please state 
the number of Indian Transportation Inspectors, Commercial Inspectors, 
Goods Inspectors, Audit Inspectors, P.-W. Inspectors, and Running Shed 
Eoremen on the Bast Indian Railway ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government regret that for reasons which 
have previously been explained, they are not prepared to give the figures 
of communal representation in individual offices or branches of railway 
service. 

Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : May I ask whether the figures are 
not given in every other Department ? 

, Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : That is hardly a question that I can answer. 
But the reason why in the Railway Department we do not, consider it 
desirable to give figures other than those we publish' in our'annual report 
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havo been Jiiacle clear to the House. The position is that in onr..De])art- 
mcnt Y'C! do give a large nnniber of figures of eonnnunal representation 
in the Administration Keport. 


Pandit Eirday Nath Kunzru : IIov/ does tlie Hononrable Slembcr 
treat this as a question asking for communal representation in the vai'ious 
services ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I understood that the Honourable ^Member 
Y-ished to Icnow the number of Transportation Inspector.s Tvho "were 
Indians rather than Europeans and Anglo-Indians. If I am incorrect, I 
shall be glad to supply the Honourable Member with the information he 
does want. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is it because there is a certain amount of 
communal monopoly in all these services ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir, I have already given the reason. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is it a fact that Anglo-Indians have most 
of the posts ? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons : Without calling for figures, whie!) I have not 
done. I cannot say definitely whether ihi.s is a fact. 

Mr. ,Gaya Prasad Singh : I\Iay I know why Government decline to 
gho the figures ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I have explained that very often to tlie House, 
and I do not think it necessary to make an explanation again. It is 
not desirable in the intere.sts of the work of these branches." 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I remind the Honourable Member 
that every other Department an.swcrs questions of a similar nature ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : There are few if any other departments which 
deal with so large a number of cmployce.s, and we have to be cai-efiil- 
that v/e do not create communal feeling among our employees b 3 ' giving 
information of this kind in public. We have done our best to meet the- 
wishes of Ihe House by giving statistics in the form we do in the Adminis¬ 
tration Eeport, and this Ave did after taking the advice of the Central 
Advisory Council as to the details it was desirable to give. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Are not Indian tax-payers entitled to know 
hoAV many of their countrymen are employed on the Eailways ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir, not if it is not in the interests of the 
tax-payers. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Does the Honourable Member decline- 
to gHe information, because there is much more racial discrimination in. 
Raihvays tlian in other Departments ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; No, Sir. 


Promotion to the Higher Grades of Indian Station Masters. 

794. *Mr. Varaha^i Venkata Jogiah : Will Government be pleased to 
state if any Indian station master has been promoted to the higher grade in 
connection with the arrangements made for the appointment of the station- 
master of Patna Junction due to the untimely death of the permanent 
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station ma^tOT at tlie station ? If not, will Government please state 
reasons ? , * ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no information. The 
promotions 'of station masters rest with the local raihvay authorities 
and Government are not prepared to interfere in the matter. • 


.Station Master of Patna Junction, East-Indian Railway, 'h 

795. -'Mr. VarahagTri Venkata Jogiah : Is it a fact that the man who* 
has been selected for the post of station master at Patna Junction was re¬ 
moved from the station a ifw mondis ago tor unsatisfactory working .*and 
was transferred to Mokameh where the merchants protested against his ap¬ 
pointment ? ^ . , , 

Mr. A, A. L. Parsons ; Government have no information. This 
is a matter which the Agent is fully competent to deal with. 


Case of (Mb. Nonitosh Muicherji, late a Relieving Station Master 
OF THE Hovtiah DIVISION, East Indian Railway. 

796. ■’Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : Is it a fact tliai the pay of 
one kir. Nohitosh klidcherji, a relieving station master of tlie Howrah 
Division, was reduced from Es. 55 to Rs. 51 on the report of a Transporta¬ 
tion Inspector for alleged insubordinate behaviour ivithout any enquiry ? 
Is It a fact that on appeal against such wrongful reduction of pay the 
Divisjional' Superintendent of Howrah held that Muicherji had been very 
leniently dealt with and that the orders passed should stand ? Is it a 
fact that shortly after the man was transferred to another station for 
th^ -alleged offence, but when he appealed against this double punish¬ 
ment and prayed for an enquiry, he was called by the Divisional Superin¬ 
tendent of Howrah and discharged from service ? Is it a fact that the 
East Indian Railway Union represented this ease to the Agent but the 
latter did not give any reply ? If so, will Government please state why 
no enquiry was held about the alleged insubordinate behaidour of the 
man to another subordinate employee, and why no opportunity was given 
to him to submit his explanation ? In view of the severity of the punish¬ 
ment inflicted on the man, do Government propose to make an enquiry 
and reinstate the man ? 

Mr- A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no information, and are 
not prepared to interfere in a matter with which the Agent is com¬ 
petent to deal as the final authority, and to which his attention has 
apparently already been drawn. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May I know why this dense ignorance 
h.on the part of the Government of matters which relate to public inter¬ 
ests 1 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

Mr. Ham Narayan Singh : Before I put my question. Sir, I wish 
to bring to youi* notice that some important portions of this question- 
have been omitted without any intimation to me. I- do not know, Sir, 
whether these portions have been disallowed by the President or omitted 
by some friend of klr. Courtney Terrell in the office. 
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Mr. President (after calling upon Secretary),.: Some ’paints liave 
been disallowed, but intimation was not given to the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber. Do you wish to put your ^ question ? 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : 'i put my question, Sir, but I trust that 
the office will be taken to task for this. No. 797. 

Remarks made by Mr. Justice Courtney Terrell, Chief Justice of 
THE Patna High Court, against Babu Jag at Narayan Lall, M.A,, 
LL.B., M.L.C. 

797. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to the following remarks made by Mr. Courtney Terrell, 
Chief Justice of the Patna High Court, against Babu Jagat Narayan La[l, 
M.A., LL.B., M.L.C., in his judgment in the case against the said Bihar 
leader under section 124-A I. P. C. and reprbduced by the Searchlight 
of Patna on Friday, the 27 th July 1928 : 

(i) “ The subject of the charge is a silly little article in an in¬ 
significant little paper written by a silly noisy little man 

« * * • M 

(m) “ It is, in short, a biological product and is not the result of 
political conditions. ’’ 

(til) “ .and I have no doubt myself from the tone of the 

article that that was the intention of this foolish writer. ” 

(h) Are Government aware of the facts that strong and voluminous 
waves of public resentment and indignation at the above remarks of Mr. 
Courtney Terrell have been passing throughout the length and breadth of 
this country ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I have nothing to add to. the replies 
which I gave to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s question on the *8th instant 
and the supplementary questions. ( 

< Wi. Amar Nath Dutt : May I know how long this silly little 
Judge has been on the Bench ? 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member is not 
^entitled to use such language in this Chamber. 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh ; May I know if the Government are 
prepared to provide us with any remedy against the tyranny of Hio-b 
Coui-t Judges. ' " • o 

, r ‘ f 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : The Goyernment of India cannot, 
as I have already explained, interfere with pr condemn a Judge of the 
High Court in the discharge of his official duties, 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : May I take it. Sir, that the people have ‘ 
got absolutely no remedy whatsoever against the tyranny of Hio-h 
Court Judges T. . d 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Will the Honourable Member kindly in¬ 
form me whether Mr. Justice Terrell had anvthing to do with the 
legal profession before he was appointed Chief Justice ? 

' J if file Honourable Member i4 in agree¬ 

ment with these dialectical writings of Chief Justice Mr. Terrell and 
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if he holds them as lieautiful, charming and classical samples of English 
language and as models for other High Court Judges ? 

t798* to 800^ , C, 

Abolition Oe Superior Posts consequent on Retrenchments in the 

Workshops on the Benoal Nagpur Railway, the East Indian 

Railway, etc. 

801. "^Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : Will the Government be pleased 
to state Avhether and, if so, how many, higher posts have been abolished 
consequent on the retretchment of the men in the workshops on the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway, East Indian Railway, Great Indian Peninsular Railway 
and South Indian Railway ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No superior posts have been abolished. 

Grant op Technical Pay to Indian Officers of the Madras and South¬ 
ern Mahratta Railway. 

802. *Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : (a) Is it a fact that the Home 
Board of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway directed the grant 
of the technical pay of Rs. 75 to all Indian officers irrespective of European 
training ? , 

(i) Is it a fact that this technical pay has not been given to the Indian 
officers fqr last three years ? 

(c) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to direct the Agent to award the same with retrospective effect ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am making enquiries from the Agent of 
the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway and will let the Honour¬ 
able Member know the result. 

^ Accident at Chetpet on the South Indian Railway. 

803. *Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : Was the Chetpet accident which 

took place on the South Indian Railway in 1927 found to be the result 
of the wrong locking of points ? If so, will the Government be pleased 
to state if any compensation has been paid to the injured persons in that 
accident i ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The answer to the first part of the question 
is in the affirmative ; to the second that so far as Government is 
aware, no compensation has been paid ; in fact, the Senior Govern¬ 
ment Inspector of Railways reported that only one passenger was 
slightly injured, and he absconded because he was travelling without 
a ticket. 

l 

Association op the Public -with Enquiries into Railway Disasters. 

804. *Rao Bahadur M. 0. Raj^ ; (a) In view of the frequency- of 
railway disasters in this country, will the Government be pleased to state 
if thej* propose to revise the rules as to enquiries into such disasters so as 
to provide for the association of the public in such enquiries ? 

tFor tlic&e questions, see at the end of the list of starred questions for the day. 

L149LA 33 
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(h) Are Government aware that the dcpartmi^ntal ei^nirics Are very 
unsatisfactoiy and do not .satisfy the public, and thaf an ^en magisteriai 
enquiry or an enquiry by a CommiJtee in B'hich the public, ivill bp* repre¬ 
sented with power to make recommendations for the prevention of .such 
accidents in future, is what is urgently requii'ed in cases of serious 
disasters '? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (h). 1 would invite the attention 

of the Honourable I\Icniber to the reply given by the Honourable the 
Railway [Member to Mr. Ghuznavi’s question No. 488 on the 11th of 
September. 

Rejection by the Governt^ient of India of certain Proposals made 
BY THE Auditor General. 

305. ‘-‘‘Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla : (i) Is it a fact that 
(a) some of the propo.sals of the Auditor General have recently 
been rejected by the Government of India : ^ 

(h) that the Auditor General holds such rejection is bound to 
hamper the efficiency of audit ; and 
(c) that he has raised the issue in his letter to the Finance Depart¬ 
ment asking them to forward to the Secretary of State the 
Appropriation Accounts for the year 1926-27 with the 
reports of the Audit Officers thereon ? 

(«) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of 
the representation, if any, made by the Auditor General to the Secretarj’ 
of State for India in this connection ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (i) The reply is in 

the affirmative. 

{li) The letter is a very voluminous document which it would not 
be convenient to lay on the table of the House. Moreover, it would 
hardly be appropriate to do so. as the particular matter included in the 
letter, to which reference has been made by the Honourable Membei*, 
is under discussion between the Government of India and the Secretary 
of State. The letter has been seen by member.s of the Public Accounts 
Committee and if the Honourable Member also wishes to see it I will ask 
the Financial Secretaiy to show it to him. 

Memberhship of the Bengal Chajiber of Commerce of the East Indian 
Rmlway, the Eeastern Bengal Railway and the Calcutta Port 
Trust. 

806. * Ghanshyam Das Birla : (o) Is it a fact that the East 
Indian Railway, the Eastern Bengal Railway and the Calcutta Port Trust 
are members of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce ? 

, (A) If the answer be in the affirmative, will the Government be 
pleas^ to state if they see nothing wrong or improper in State Depart¬ 
ments” or concerns being members of a Chamber of private commercial 
interests ? > 

SMt, a. a. L’.'Parsons ; (G)'Tes. 

So far as the Bast Indian and Eastern Bengal Railways are 
concerned, the Honourable Member is referred'to the reply given to 



QJ&ESTIONS AND ANSWERS. V 1179 

Mr. Neogyvlauestion No, 508 in this House on the 12th September 
■ 1928.' I would point' out that the Calcutta Port Commissioners are not 
a St^e Department or concern hut the question of their being a mem¬ 
ber of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce is under examination. 

Tampering with the Train of the Governor of ATadrar during Hjs 
Excellency’s Tour in the Bellary District. 

807. *Mr. Ghanshyam Das Birla : (a) Has the attention of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India in the Publicity Department been drawn' to the 
prominence given under the headline “Lord and Lady Goschen’s train 
fired”'in the London Daily MaM on or about July 24th, 1928, to the 
following statement cabled by its Madras Correspondent ; 

“A train conveying the Governor of Madras, Lord Goschen, Lady 
Gosehen, and Government House Officials, while touring 
4 the Bellary District, last week, caught fire owing to the 

T, automatic greasing of the wheels failing. Officers consider 

’ that the system had been tampered with ” ? 

(6) ,Was a similar statement made in the Indian Press at the time 
and were the facts as alleged in the cable to the DaUy Ma/il f 

^ If. the statement was unfounded, did the Director of PubHc In* 

formatioh take steps to have its contradiction published in the English 
impers and, if so, what ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (a) The report had not previously 

come to the' notice of Government. 

(5) Government have seen no similar statement in the Indian 
Press. ' ' • . 

(c) No. 

Cess paid to the Hazaribagh District Board by Eailway Collieries 

, SITUATED IN THAT DISTRICT. 

I < 

808. *Mr. Earn Narayan Singh : Will the, Government be pleased to 
state the following ; 

(a) The number and the names of all the Government railway 

> collieries (coal mines) lying in the whole of the Hazaribagh 

District (Central India coal fields) : 

(b) The amount of coal raised eveiy year separately frqm each 

coal mine and for the past 10 years : 

(c) The total amount of cess paid each year to the Hazaribagh Dis¬ 

trict Board by these collieries for the past 10 years : and 

(d) Reasons, if any, for any variation in the amount of cess thus 

paid ? '* 

Mr* A. A. L. Parsons : (o) and (&), The Honourable Member 

will find the information he requires in Volume II of the Deports by 
the Railway Board on Indian Railways. 

(c) and (d). Thh Railway Board have'no information hut .are 
seeing if they can obtain it for the Honourable Member, 

L149I/A 
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• Method of,calculating the,Net Peofits on Coal eaised in GovEmuwsT 
■■ ■ . Collieries. . 

809, *Mr.. Earn Narayan SinghIs it not. a fact, that the whole amowiit 
of coal raised from these Government collieries is consumed by the Gov¬ 
ernment Railways ? , If so, what is the method, or procedure of .calculat¬ 
ing the net profit ,in this coal raising business and hi'’ whom is this 
calculation done ? - . . • 

Mr., ,A, A. L. Parsons.; The. answer to the first part of the 
/.question is in the affirmative. The accduhts are kept by the Auditor of 
' Railway Colleries. . I. .am affraid it is impossible for me to explain in 
detail oh' the' floor of this House, the present method' of calculating the 
profit, but I will explain it to the Honourable Member, if he' wiU call at 
'my office. ' 

Halt of the Bombay Mail at Kodaema on the East Indian Railway. 


810. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : Are the Government aware of the 
fact that railway passengers from and to the Kodarma Station (East 
Indian Railway) have been greatly inconvenienced owing to a recent order 
preventing the Bombay mail from stopping at Kodai’iha and, if so, do 
/they, proposed to direct the authority concerned immediately to .arrange 
the railway time-table so as to allow the said mail train to stop at Kodarma 
too ? ■ .• 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons I would fefet the Honourable Member to 
the reply given to his starred question No. 555 on the 29th of August 
'1927.' As was then promised, the'matter Avas referred to the Agent of 
the Railway, and it was decided that it was not desirable to stop the' 
Bombay Mail at this particular station. From a perusal of the time¬ 
table it appears that the town is weU served for journeys to and from 
.Calentta.by the Debra Dun and Agra Expresses. 

Construction of Railway Lines from Barkakhana to Ranchi, Barka- 

KHANA to DaLTONGANJ AND HazARIBAGH RoaD STATION TO H^ARIBAGH 

Town. . ..t; _ 

, 81D'- ^^Mr. ,Ilam Narayan Singh : Will ,the, Govemraent he pleased to 
state the progress made with regard to their proposals to construct the fol¬ 
lowing raihvay line.s : 

(a) Barkakhana to Ranchi ^ 

-lb), .Barkakhana to .Daltonganj ; 

(e) Hazaribagh Road station, to Hazaribagh Tow^ ? ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (d) The project from Barkakhana to Ranchi 
has been abandoned as unremnnei’atiA’'e. 

(i) 9ll0ths of the, ime, from Barkakhana to Daltonghnj- has now 
been completed and the probable date of - opening is the 31st of rDecem- 
ber next. ■ • •• 


(c) A traffic, survey ..of the Hazaribagh'Road station to Hazari- 
oagn town has recently been sanctioned. 
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HeviSion of the Pay of Town Inspectors of First Class 'Head Post 

t Offices in India. 

t 

812. •Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : WiE the Government 
be pleased to say whether the Government Orders 11 P. T, E., dated the 5th 
August 1927, relate to,— 

' (g) the revision of the pa 3 ' of the 85 Tow’n Inspectors attached to the 
first class Head Post Offices in India, 

or (&) the extra sanction of the 85 selection grade posts in the general 
line for clerks, 

or (c) tlie additional sanction of 85 posts in the line of suh-divisional 
inspectors and tlie Superintendents'’ head clerlts ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : The Honourable Member 
is referred to the answer given by me just now to questions Nos. 777 
to 779 asked bj^ Mr. Siddheswar Sinha. 

Utilisation by Government of the Services op Mr. Rice, formerly of 

THE Pioneer. 

813. -^Mr. B. Das ; (a) Do Govei'nment utilise the services of Mr. Rice, 
formerly of the Pioneer and now the Editor of the Fanji Akhhar, in any 
capacity and, if so, what ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the salar.v he draws for the services rendered by him 7 

_ Mr. G. M. Young : (g) The gentleman referred to is not the 

Editor of the Fauji AJchhar, as stated b 3 ' the Honourable Member, and there 
?has never been any intention of appointing him to the post, which is 
always held by a military olBcer. Nor are his, services utilised by 
^Government in any other capacit 3 ''. 

(6) Does not arise. t 

Publication op the Report of the Roads Development CoManTTEB. 

814. ^Mr. B. Das : (g) IVill Government be pleased to state 

when the 3 ’^ intend to publish the Report of the Roads Development Com¬ 
mittee ? 

(5) What are the reasons that have caused delay in the publication of 
this Report ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The Report has not yet been 
received by the Government of India. 

1 ■» 

(1) Recruitment by the Public Service Commission for the Services of 

Port Trusts. 

(2) Indianisation of the Services op Port Trusts. • 

815. B. Das : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if they intend to bring in the recruitment of superior and inferior staff 
of the different Port Trusts in India by a system of examination under the 
Puiilic iServicc Commission ? 
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(h) Is it not a fact that European officers in the Port Trusts are allowed 
Lee concessions ? 

(c) If the answ'er to (h) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state if these Port Trusts have agreed to accept the principle oi 
Indianisation in the higher services ? 

(cl) If the reply to (c) he in the affirmative, will Government be pleased 
tc state the pci cent age of Indianisation in the liighcr services that these 
Port Trusts have agreed to ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : No, Under the various 

Port Acts the Boards of Trustees have statutoiy powers to appoint 
their own staff. 

(&) The I'ecoinmendations of the Royal Commission on the 
Superior Civil Services in India did not extend to Port Trust 
Services, but Port Trusts have granted free passage concessions to their 
European servants, and the Rangoon Port Commissioners have granted 
overseas pay also. 

(c) They have stated that they are in sympathy with the policy of 
Indianising the higher grades of their services. 

(d) No percentage has been agreed to. 

Recruitment through the Public Service Commission of the Clerical 

Staff OF the Railway Board. 

816, *Mr. B. Das : (a) Will Government he pleased to. state 
if it is not a fact that the recniitment to the Sccretaidat staff of the Railway 
Board is at present done by the Secretary of the Railway Board ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that recruitment to subordinate and superior staff 
of all other Departments of the Secretariat is at present done by the 
Public Service Commission ? 

(c) Is it not also a fact that all the subordinate staff of the Army Sec¬ 
retariat is at present recruited through the Public Service Commission * 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state what are the reasons that have 
delayed so far the transfer of recruitment of the Secretariat staff of the 
Railway Board to the Public Service Commission ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(h) Recruitment to the subordinate staff of Secretariat Depart¬ 
ments other than the Railway Department is with certain exceptions 
made through the Public Service Commission hut not recruitment to 
the superior .staff. 


(c) Recruitment for .all the subordinate staff employed in normal 
SQcretariat grades is made through the Public Serviee Commission. 

■nr Owing ‘to the specialised and technical nature 6f the clerical 

J office, the Railway Board have been authorised to recruit 

erks from railways and other suitable sources. 


Permanent Re^ntion in Civil Employ of I. M. S. Officers transferred 
temporarily from the Military to the Civil side, etc. 

paraaranlf^8^oUt^^'^°^°”f^ With reference to 

S ?he 10th communique, dated 

, tke iUtk May 1928, regarding the future, of the I. M. S., will 
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Government'be pleased to state'whether reservation of “ existing rights ” 
of the surplus of I. Ivl. S. officers resulting from the operation of this 
scheme refers only to I. M. S.i officers in permanent civil employment and 
excludes those temporarily employ'ed in such civil capacity ? 

(b) What is meant by and included in the words “ existing rights ”? 

(c) If the answer to the latter part of (a) be in the affirmative, wUl 
Government be pleased to state whether these surplus officers will be 
reverted to military duty or not ? 

(?Y) How many years after the introduction of this scheme will the 
position be reviewed by Government with a view to increasing or decreasing 
these safeguards ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; (i) With your permission, Sir, I shall answer 

part (b) of the question first. The words “ existing rights” are used 
in ’.The ordinary sense, that is to say, rights which the officers concerned 
enjoyed at the time of announcement of the reorganisation scheme. In 
particular the preservation of existing rights includes the retention of 
prospects equivalent to these afforded by the rules made by the Secre¬ 
tary' -of State in 1923. ' 

(«) and(c), I. M. S. officers transfei'red temporarily' from the military' 
to the civil side have no right to permanent retention in civil employ. • If 
they' are not required to fill the posts reserved for officers of the I. M. S., 
the Government of India cannot compel Local Governments to find employ¬ 
ment, for them. They will be reverted to military' duty unless they can be 
employe^ on the civil side elsewhere. 

(ii) There is no intention to review the position periodically. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will the Honourable Member 
kindly inform the House with reference to his reply to part (i) of the ques¬ 
tion whether in the ease of a permanent Civil Surgeon officiating, say, as 
First Surgeon or Second Surgeon of a hospital when this reorganisation • 
scheme of the Secretary of State was introduced, the permanent incumbent 
being on leave, it would be considered that he (the officiating Surgeon) had 
an existing right which should be protected ? In other words, whether the 
fact that he is officiating as First Surgeon or Second Surgeon would give him' 
an existing right for not being replaced by an Indian ,non-I. M. S. man, 
e.g., a Provincial Service Surgeon ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : It is not possible, Sir, to give a definite ruling on 
that point, because everything depends upon whether the officiating First 
Surgeon or Second Surgeon has already been transferred permanently' to ' 
civil employ' or not. It is quite possible that a person who has been trans¬ 
ferred iierinanently' to civil employ was holding a permanent appointment 
in civil employ at the time when he was acting as First or Sec^d Surgeon. ^ 

' In that case he would undoubtedly remain on the civil side. , Hut -if a per¬ 
son who ha.s been transferred to civil employ' since 1st April 1924, when 
the Lee Commission Report was published, and has been given' definitely 
to understand that he is being sent to civil employ on the understanding 
that, if there is a reorganisation, he may' have to revert to military employ, 
then in that ease, I fear that he will not be considered as having an exi.sting 
right to confirmation on the civil side. , , 

' Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney*: I do not think the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber has understood myf question. In the case of a British? I. M. S. Civil 
Surgeon or Superintendent of another hospital officiating,’ say, as Second 
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Surgeon in the Medical College Hospital, the permanent incuhibent being 
away an leave, or there being a vacancy would he be considered to have any 
exi.sting right to retention or permanency in that appointment, especially 
when the Secretary of State’s communique states that that appointment is 
a non-I. M. S. one ? 


Mr. Cr. S. Bajpai : Would the Honourable Member kindly repeat his 
question ? 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : In the case of an appointment of a 
British I. M. S. Civil Surgeon officiating as Second Surgeon of a hospital 
when this scheme came into force —I refer to the recent communique re¬ 
ceived from the Secretary of State—^^vould that offer who is officiating as 
Second Surgeon be considered to have an existing right as Second Surgeon ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : No, Sir. Because the words “ existing right ” 
have relation to the permanent appointment held by that officer. He has 
an existing right to the permanent post from which he is promoted to act, 
but he has no existing right to be confirmed in the acting appointment, 
unless the appointment is reserved under the reorganisation scheme. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J, Gidney : That is to say, a permanent Civil 
Surgeon has an “ existing right ” as a Civil Surgeon only and not to any 
post in which he is acting ? 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Tes. 

/ 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Is not the Honourable Member wrong 
when he states that an officer transferred from the military to ci\il side has 
no claim to permanency in the civil side ? Let me put it this way. Is the 
Honmmable Member right in saying that because a military officer is sent 
to civil, he has no claim to being made permanent in time ? 


; G. S. Bajpai : Well, Sir, if the Honourable Member chooses to 
put his authoritative interpretation against that of the Secretary of State, 
I do not propose to contend vith him; I merely stated the position as it 
has been put forward in the communique of the Secretary of State. 


Lieut-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney: There is no use the Honourable Mem- 
^r trying to be facetitious and so confuse the House. What I want, to 
irnm ‘ ^ ?/' it Bot a fact that an I. M. S. officer when he is sent 

beemploy must necessarily at firet be temporary before 

he becomes permanent ? That is a hard and fast rule. 


tion^*^+b^"T^mi?o^+^^' F Honourable Member is inviting the atten 
transferred from mil!+^ that ordinarily I, M. S. officers when they arc 
two vears tlm-n b • temporary employ for the firsi 

MemLr of tlrHous? b ^ every Honourable 

thp Honourable Membpr”^^ ^ wanted to state or point out tc 

1924, been transfemid t^oivtl^? who have, subsequent to 1st April 

they are not subject merely + tbbT^rr^ been given to understand that 
but that they are liable * ordinary probationary period of two years, 

a reorga^SonacS H ishSZr" .> •>< 

be employed. there is no reserve post in which they can 
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Lieut.-dolonel H. A. J. Gidney : Is the Government prepared or is it 
mot prepared to review the situation from time to time as the Lee Com¬ 
mission proportion of appointments reaches that recommended bj* the 
'Commission ? In other words. 

, Mr. President : The Honourable Member has already put his question. 
He need not paraphrase it. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : I am enquiring about part («) which 
is a different question. The answer to that part is distinct from the ques¬ 
tion just answered. Part (ii) relates to reviewing periodicallj'’ the posi¬ 
tion of the British I. M. S. and non-I. M. S. percentage of appointments. 
"Will the Government state whether they intend to review periodically the 
position as hinted in the communique, say, within five years or so and as 
Indianisation progresses ? 

Mr.'G. S. Bajpai : I do not really know. Sir, how that question arises 
out of the answer I have given. The first part of the Honourable’Member’s 
question relates to safeguards which the Secretary of State or the Gov¬ 
ernment of India have prescribed for I. M. S. officers in civil employ. Those 
safeguards would apply to all I. M. S. officers in cml employ and I am not 
quile siu-e that the*'!. M. S. officers in civil employ Avould actually welcome 
a fluctuating or elastic safeguard which is liable to variation from time to 
time. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : That, Sir, does not answer the ques¬ 
tion at all. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I am sorry I have not satisfied my Honourable 
friend. ' i 

Employment op Officers of the I’^M. D. in the 90 Civil Medical 

Posts to be released for the Provincial Medical Services. 

818. •Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (o) With reference to para¬ 
graph 7 of the Secretary of State’s communique, dated Simla, the 10th 
May 1928, will Government be plea'sed to state, in regard to the 90 civil, 
medical posts that wiU be released for the Provincial Medical Sermces, 
whether or not any of these wiU be reserved for I. M. D. officers at 
present employed and to be employed in the various Provincial Medical Sei’- 
vices ? 

(S) If so, how many of these 90 posts will be allotted to the I. M. D. ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) and (&). The matter is one for the decision of 
Local Governments. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : A supplementary question. Sir. Is 
the I. M. D. a Provincial Service or an All-India Service ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; The I. M. D.—and I am speaking subject to correc¬ 
tion from mj-^ friend the Army Secretary—^is a service under the control of 
the Government of India, but when a man is employed in the provinces 
then his prospects, so far as appointment to civil posts is concerned, are 
controlled by the Local Government and noh the Government of India. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Is their retention in civil medical 
employment subject to the Government of India or the Local Govern¬ 
ment ? 
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Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Well, Sir, it .seems to me that my Iloiiouiaible I'riend^' 
is not quite clear in his own mind as to the respective authority of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and the Local Government. If it were a case of an appoint¬ 
ment directly under the Government of India undoubtedly the 
Govermnent of India would regulate the conditions of service of 
I. M. D. officers, but ex hypotlicsi in the ea.se of appointments whicli have 
been transferred to the control of Local Governments the conditions of 
service and the conditions regulating appointment are for the Local 
Government and not for the Government of India. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Sir, the Honourable !Meml)er has not 
understood my supplementary question at all. What I want is a definite 
answer from the Honourable hlemher as to whether this recent communique 
from the Secretary of State refers to an All-India or a Provincial Service 
and I ash the Honourable Member to tell me whether in these 90 apjmint- 
ments of civil surgeoncies which the Secretary of State’s communique .states 
are to be freed or given to the Provincial Medical Service, the 1. JI. D. are 
excluded or not ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; I am very sorry, Sir, that although the Honourable 
Member himself by implication tells us that these 90 appointments have 
been transferred out of the category of an All-India Service into the category 
of a Provincial Sendee, nevertheless he requires the Government of India 
to state whether these I. M. D. officers are eligible for these appointments 
or not. The matter, as I say, is entirely one for the Local Governments. 

Gbant of Study Leave to Eueope to Upper Subordinate Employees 
IN THE Indian State Railways. 

819. *Lieutenajit-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney: Will Government be 
pleased to state if study leave to Europe with study leave allowance :s 
permissible to upper subordinate employees in the Indian State Railways 1 
If not, why not ? • 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Study Leave Rules do not ordinarilv applw 
to non-gazetted officers. In exceptional ca.se.s proposals to extend these rules 
to such ofiicers can be considered by tlie Government of India. 


Grant op Study Leave to Europe to Upper Subordinate Employees 
OP the Imperial Customs Service. 

Jl'jeutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney: Will Government be 
^ study leave to Europe with study leave allowance is per- 
If ?ot! vRy'^Sr? subordinate employees in the Imperial Customs Service ? 

do n^t auMv 

Government nf officers of the Customs Department, and the 

it nccJai-y fa the public' 
any officer of that Department. Possess of extending the rules to 

tell me why” brc^tom/serllce^is fae'oefa Member please 

s.aer the great of study leave fa its uon-ge"irtteTIfflce“ 
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life? 

, The Honoiirable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra I have already staled, 
,Sir, that the Government o’f India have not thought it necessary in the 
pTiblic_interest to extend the Stiid 5 ’^ Leave Rules to any officer of tlie Cus¬ 
toms Department. 

Grant op Study Leave to Europe to Upper Subordinates in the Indian 
, Telegraph Department, 

821. ^Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney: Will Government be 
pleased to state if study leave to Europe with study leave allowance is per¬ 
missible to upper subordinates in the Indian Telegraph Department ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : If bj’^ the term ‘ ‘ upper subor¬ 
dinates ” the Honourable Member is referring to gazetted officers of the 
Telegraph Department, the replj’’ is in the affirmative. If, however, he 
refers to lion-gazetted officers, study leave to Europe with study leave 
allowance is granted only in exceptional circumstances. 

Grant'op Study Leave to Europe to Upper Subordinates in the Survey 

OP India. 

822. *Lieutenant-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: Will Government be 
pleased to state if study leave to Europe with study leave allowance is per¬ 
missible to upper subordinates in the Survey of India Department ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Study leave is not ordinarily admissible to officers 
of the-upper subordinate service in the Survey of India. 

Introduction op the Electi v e System in all the Municipalities and 
Local Boards op the North West Frontier Province. 

823. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtaza Saheh Bahadur : (a) Will Government 
he pleased to state whether they propose introducing an elective system 
in all the Municipalities and Local Boards of the North West Frontier 
Province ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government intend introducing the elective 
system only in a few municipalities, such as Peshawar ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the citizens of the municipalities that have been 
denied the benefit are quite discontented ? 

. (d) Is it a fact that the Government intend putting off the intro¬ 

duction of the elective s 3 Htem in the District Boards ? 

(e) Do Government propose to introduce the long-felt system in all 
the municipalities and District Boards throughout the Province ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) to (e). The question is under consideration 
but no conclusions have j'et been reached, 

Nawah Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : ilay I know. Sir, if ,it is the 
intention of the Local Administration to raise the standard of franchise 
in 'the urban areas in order to reduce the Mussalman majoritj- in the muni¬ 
cipalities 1 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : That, Sir, is not mj' information. 
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(1) InTRODI.«3TION of THE REFORMS INTO THE NoRTH-WeST FRONTIER PuOV- 

INOE, 


(2) Pbopqsep Resort to Civil Disobedience op the People of the North- 

West Fron’tier Province, 


82‘1. *Maitlvi Sayyid Murtazia Bfeheb Bahadur : (a) Do the Govern-, 
inent propose making any practical move in introducing ReEorim into the 
North West Frontier Province ? 

(i) Are the Government awirc llial the Posliawavis h:ivf‘ n:i‘;'Od a 
re.solution in favour of civil disobcdieuce, so that the Government may 
pot go on procrastinating the introduction of the Reforms agaiu.^t the po¬ 
pular will and in spite of the Re.solntion.s of the Assembly 1 

(c) Are they aware Unit many volunteers liavc enlisted ihfinselves 
for the purpose ? 

(d) Are they aware that the Muslims of the Punjab have pa.ssed a, 
resolution sympathising^ with the Peshawaris in their propo.sed constitu¬ 
tional fight and promising them every- help ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Government have been informed that in case 
the movement develops itselil into something undesirable, the responsibi¬ 
lity will devolve on the Government and not on the resorters to civil dis¬ 
obedience ? 


_ The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Gil The question i'^ ’inder the, con¬ 
sideration and examination of Government. 

, , resolution to the eft’cct was it is believed passed iii* a im'Giing 

held in Julj* by the Peshawar Khilafat Committee. 

(c) No. 

(d) Government are aware that such a re.solution was reported by the 
Press to have been passed by the Punjab Khilafat- Committee. 

(e) A hypothetic warning to this effect was contained in the resolution 
referred to m answer to question (6) above. 

Exclusion of Indians froji the Civil Service Examination op Ceylon. 

825. =’=Maulvi Sayyid Murtaza Saheb Bahadur : (a) Is it a fact that 

Civil Service Examimition but 
that Indians are not eligible for the Civil Sendee Examination of Ceylon ? 

few restriction on Indians until .a 

above^re^led\o^'^^^^^™^^^ pleased to state what led to the restriction 

= ^ 3 ) Ooj-Ioms» «,n compete at tbc 
Delhi. examination m London, but not at the e.xamination in 

(b) Yes. 

CeyloS!^ reservation of 4 
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Conviction of Kanganibs (Coolie Recruiters) fob Forgery and 

Entrapping Coolies. 

826. =^Maulvi Sajryid Miirtaza Saheb Bahadur : Has the attention 
of the Government been drawn to the fact that many Kanganies (recruit¬ 
ers of coolies) have been convicted for forging documents and entrapping 
coolies ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; Yes, but I would draw the Honourable Member’s 
attention to the fact that the number of Kanganies who have been found 
■guilty of the irregular practices mentioned is infinitesimal. 

Proposal made by the Agent of The Government of India in Ceylon 

FOR THE Abolition of the K angany System of Recruiting 

Labo urers. 

827. ' Maulvi Sa 3 Tdd Murtaza Saheb Bahadur : {a) Have the Govern¬ 
ment received any communication from their Agent in Cejdon recommend¬ 
ing that the Kangany system should be done away with and that some 
other sj'stem should be introduced in its stead ? 

(ft) What is the system recommended by the Agent ? 

(c) Have the Government favourably considered the recommenda¬ 
tion ? 

(d) If not, do they propose to do so now ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : («! By the term “ Kangany sj'stem.” Honour¬ 
able Member no doubt refers to the system in force for the recruitment o£ 
labourers in India 'for employment on estates in Ceylon through licensed 
recruiters known as Kanganies. The Government of India have received no 
proposal froln their Agent in Ceylon for the abolition of this sj’Steni and the 
introduction in its place of some other method of recruitment. 

Parts (6), (c) and (d) of the question do not arise. 


QUESTIONS NOT PUT AT THE MEETING, OWING TO THE AB¬ 
SENCE OP THE QUESTIONER, WITH ANSWERS TO THE 
SAME. 

Routine Grade of Clerks in the Office of the Master General of SupJply, 

798. ^''Pandit Nilakantha Das : {a) Is it a fact that the late Ordnance 
' Branch, Army Headquarters, the late office of the Director of Ordnance 
Factories, Calcutta, and the late temporary office of the Controller of 
Contracts were merged in the Master General of Supply Branch on its 
formation in 1924 ? 

(i) Is it also a fact that with a view to absorbing the staff of these 
offices, a routine grade was introduced in the Master General of Supply 
Branch, with effect from the 16th October 1924 ? 

(c) Is it a fact that some of the clerks who held substantive appoint¬ 
ments in the late Ordnance Branch and in the late office of the Director 
of Ordnance Factories, Calcutta, were regraded to the routine grade while 
some clerks who were qualified only for the routine grade'^were pro¬ 
moted to the second division ? If so, will Government please state the 
reason for this T 
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(d) Is it a fact that the routine grade has, not yet been introduced in 

other branches of Army Headquarters, and thlit clerks in those Ijranches 
•who are qualified for the routine grade only are confirmed in tha,^secolid 
division ? . . v 

(e) If so, will Government please state whether such confirmation in 
the second division is pe^'missible under the rules ? If not, why is this 
being done ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes. ' 

' (b) The routine grade was introduced as a measure of economy suit¬ 

able to the conditions of a newly formed Branch of Army Headquarters. 

(c) Only two clerks, who held sce'ond division appointments in the late 
Ordnance Branch, were regraded to the routine grade. They ’vyere fit only 
for routine work and would not have advanced beyond the efficiency bar of 
the second division. No clerk qualified only for the routine grade was 
promoted to the second division. 

id) Yes. 

(e) Yes. but men suitable for the routine grade only in other 
Branches are not allowed to pass the efficiency bar of the second division. 


Beceuitment of the Cleeioal Staff foe the Conteacts Dikeotoeate. 


799, *Pandit Nilakantha Das t (a) Is it a fact that the staff belonging 
to the Contracts Directorate is shortly to be separated from the common 
roU of the Master General of Supply Branch ? If so, why ? 

(b) Is it also a fact that henceforward recruitment of clerical staff for 

■this Directorate will be made on a nomination .basis ? If so, -will Govern¬ 
ment please state whether the Public Service Commission has agreed to 
this procedure,? , , . , , 

(c) Is it a fact that the nature of the clerical work in the Contracts; 
Directorate and in the Indian Stores Department is the same ? 


id) If so, will Government please state whether the Indian Stores 
Department is also being exempted from the operations of the Public Service 
Commission ? If not, why not‘?“ 

Mr. G. M. Young .- (a) The answer is in the affirmative. The reason 
is that the work required in the Contracts Directorate is of a special 
'character. 


ib) Recruitment is already being made on a basis of very careful selec¬ 
tion. Candidates are interviewed in the first place by the Head of the 
Contracts Directorate with special reference to commercial aptitude, which 
is a more important requisite for the work that is demanded of them than 
the ordinary educational qualifications. The selections are then carefully 
scrutinised by'the Master General of Supply-and forwarded to the Army 
Department for its concurrence. The concurrence of the Public Service 
■Commission to this procedure is not i*equired. 


(c) The'work in the Contracts Directorate is in some respects similar 
to, but by no means identical with, the work in the ■ Indian Stores Depart¬ 
ment. The principal difference lies in the fact that the Contracts Direc¬ 
torate inducts a large' volume of sales. Since the inception of the Dis- 
posals Organization in the Directorate about two years ago, the volume of 
sales has already risen from 20 lakhs a year to over 45 lakhs a' year. ’ 
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, (d) Does not strictly arise, but it is a fact that the Indian Stores De¬ 
partment recruits its clerical personnel through the Public Service Com¬ 
mission. The Indian Stores Department however does not conduct any 
sale.^'.'’’ 

Beoruitment of a Subordinate Accounts Service Clerk fob the Estab¬ 
lishment Section of the Office op the Master GtENeral of Supply. 


800. *Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Is it a fact that the staff of the 
Establishment Section (Section M. 0.-5), which deals with Headquarters 
establishment cases of the Master General of Supply Branch, consists of a 
whole-time Superintendent, one senior first division assistant, one cashier 
(senior clerk) and several other clerks and that the section is in ehar’ge 
of the Officer Supervisor ? 

{h} Is it also a fact that to strengthen the staff of this section, a Sub¬ 
ordinate Accounts Service clerk from the Military Accountant General’s 
office is .shoj-tly being recruited as a permanent first division assistant ? 

' (c) If so, will Government please state whether the nature of the 
clerical duties in this Section (Section M. G.-5) has undergone any 
change as to necessitate the appointment of a Subordinate Accounts Ser¬ 
vice clerk ? 

' (d) If not, what is the justification to recruit an outsider ? Has the 
existing staff of this section proved a failure ? 

(e) Do other branches of Army Headquarters propose to recruit 
Suborinate Accounts Service clerks for doing establishment cases ? 

(/) If not, why is such recruitment necessary in the case of the 
•Master General of Supply Branch ? 


; (p) Is it a fact that the recruitment of the Subordinate Accounts 

’ Service clerk will involve the supersession of several officiating first di¬ 
vision clerks who have put in several years’ satisfactory service in the 
Branch ? If so, will GoA’^ernment please state why .these Officiating 
clerks are being superseded ? 

Mr.- G. M. Young : (a) The sralf of the Establishment Section is, 3 
• Assistants, 4 second dh'^ision clerks and 2 routine grade clerks, blit it has ' 
been found necessary,to borrow temporarily the seiwices of a Superintend¬ 
ent in place of an upper time scale Assistant. 

(6) There is a proposal to fill a vacancy in the establishment by ap¬ 
pointing a Subordinate.Accounts Service clerk. 

(c) There has been no alteration in the nature of the work, but the 
nature of the work itself is such that it would be done better by an’accounts 
expert. 


(d) The Honoui-able Member is referred to the answer to part 
The existing staff has not proA^ed itself efficient. 


(cj. 


(e) The point has not yet arisen in other Branches. 

(/) For the reason gh^en at (c). 

ig) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative 
to the second part is contained in (c) and (d). 


The answer 
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IJNSTARRED QUJ5STI0NS AND ANSWRKS. 

Safeguarding op -ijnE Interests or SIinority Com.munities in Civil Audit 

AND Accounts Offices,' 

456 Dr. A. Suhrawardy : (a) J.s it n fuel Hint the Govcruinent. o£ 
India a.sked the Audifor (•rcneral some lime ago to .sufcgiiunl Iho interests 
of the minorily eommnnitie.s in Civil Audit nnd Accounts Offico.s 1 

(h) Is it a fact that the Auditor General in.struded the Accountants 
Gcnei'al accordingly nnd.tliat the latter did not at fir.st carry out his instruc¬ 
tions ? 

. (c) Is it a fact that the Auditor General had to remind the Accountants 

6enea-al more than once in this behalf and to call for a report in this con¬ 
nection vithin a specified ])eriod ? 

(d) Is it a fact that tlie Aeeountant General, Central llevenues, Delhi, 
persisted in disregarding the instructions of the Government of India and 
his attention to his dnty towards the minority coinmnnities had to be, 
drawn by telegram ? " 

(c), Is it a fact that the Accountant General, Central Etwcnucs, Delhi, 
requisitioned the sei’vices of two suitable Muslim Accountants (one from 
the office of llic Accountant General. Pun.iab, and the other from the office 
of the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs) in his office and con¬ 
firmed them ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the.se are the only two Muslim Accountants nt 
present in the Office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues, Delhi ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : With your permission, 
Sir, I will reply to questions Nos. 456, 457, 460, 461 and 462 togethcr- 
Enquiries are being made and the information will be supplied to the 
Honourable Member in due course. 


Number op Muslim and non-Muslim Assistant Accounts Officers, 
Senior Accountants and Accountants, etc., serving in the Office 
•OP THE Accountant General, Central Revenues, Delhi. 

t457. Dr. A. Suhrawardy : Will the Government be pleased to state 
the re.speetive number of non-Muslim nnd Muslim Assistant Accounts 
Officers, senior accountants and accountants, clerks, typists, stenographers 
and record clerks, serving in the office of the Accountant General, Central 
Revenues, Delhi ? 


Educational Qualifications neces-sary for the appoint.ment of Assistant 
■ Accounts Officer. 

458..;pr. A. Suhrawardy : («) Will the Government be pleased to 
state what educational qualifications are neeessarv for the post of As-sistant 
Accounts Officer ? 

^ Auditor General in India did 

SipS t5«u Accountant General, Central 

Re\enues, Delhi for admission of an Assistant Accounts Officer to the 
enrolled list on the ground of that official’s educational qualification.s heing 


tFor answer, to tTiis question, see answer to question No. 450? 


& 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (o) Promotions to the 
•grade of Assistant Accounts OfScers are made by the Auditor General by 
-selection from among accountants and senior accountants. No educational 
qualifications are, therefore, required other than those necessary" for 
accountants. 

Cb) The reply is in the negative. 


Pbeeebential Tbbatment to Canbidates fob Crvit/ Employ on the score 

OF War Services. 


459. Dr. A. Suhrawardy : Is it a fact that according to the standing 
orders of the Government of India preferential treatment is to be accorded 
to candidates for civil employ on the score of -war services and that the 
same also applies to special promotion for civil employees 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; The answer to the first portion of 
the question is in the affirmative, and to the second part in the negative. 

'I 

Examination for Appointments as Clerks in the Office of the Account¬ 
ant General, Central Eevenues, Delhi. , 

‘'t460. Dr. A. Suhrawardy : (o) Is it a fact that an examination for . 
appointment as a clerk in the office of the Accountant General, Central 
Revenues, Delhi, was held in August 1928, for Mushms, Sikhs and Christ¬ 
ians only ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Hindus were also allowed to sit for this examina¬ 
tion ? If so, why ? 

(c) Is it a fact that many approved candidates were absent from the 
examination ? If so, how many, and how many of them were Muslims ? 

1 (cZ) Is it a fact that many intimations for the said examination were 
^ot really sent to the candidates ? If so, who is responsible for it ? 

(e) Is it ahact that in the “ Despatch Register ” of the office of the 
Accountant General, Central Eevenues, the entries regarding issue of inti¬ 
mations were not made by names but something like this “ 50 intimations 

sent ” ? 


(/) Is it a fact that no Muslim was appointed an examiner for the 
said examination ? 

(g) Is it a fact that Rs. 3 per candidate were charged as an admission 
fee to the said examination ? 


Total Number of Men entertained by the Accountant General, Central 
Revenues, during the last Three Years as Probatione^'against 
Posts in the Subordinate Accounts Service. 

• y ^ 

1461. Dr. A. Suhrawardy : Will the Government be pleased to* state 
the total number of men entertained by the Accountant General, Central 
Revenues, during the last three years, as probationers against Subordinate 
Accounts Service posts in his office, and how many of them were IMuslims ? 


’t 


iFdi answer to this question, sec answer to question No. 436. 
L149LA 
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Inadequate Eepeesentation of Musum.s in the Office op the Accountant 
Geneual, Centual Revenues, Delhi, 

11G2. Dr. A. Suhrawardy : (a) Will the Ciovcrnincnt ho ploasod to 
state the total mimber of the following classes of ollicer.s eiaplo3'C(l in the 
Ofiice of the Accountant General, Central l{evenue.s, Delhi : 

(1) Assistant Accounts Officers, 

(2) accountants, 

(3) clerks, ' *' • 

and also the number of Muhammadans belonging to each of the above 
classes ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the representation of Muslims in the above classes 
of service is inadequate ? If so. do Government propose to make up the 
deficiencj' in the near future either by direct recniitment or by promotion 
as maA' be permissible under the departmental regulations ? 

jPERSoNAL Assistant to the Army Secretary. 

463.Mr.. Siddheswar Sinha : (o) Is it a fact that the appointment 
of Personal Assistant to the Army Secretary wa.s ns late as 3926 a non- 
gazetted one ? 

(b) Is it a fact that until then he was employed as a shortliand writer 
though holding an assi.stanl’s appointtnent ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in addition, the Ai-mj’ Secretary had and still 
has a lady shorthand Avritcr to help him in shorthand duties f 

(tZ) Is it a fact that in addition to liis Personal Assistant and this 
lady shorthand writer the Army Secretary has on his personal staff n 
second division clerk in receipt of a pay of about Rs. 180 a month ? 

f (e) What is the strength of the personal staff of the Secretaries in 
other Departments 7 

(/) Was the Personal AssistiTiit to the Arraj’ Secixtarj' classified in 
1927 as a gazetted Superintendent 7 

(g) Is there any suck instance in any other Department of the 
Government of India 7 

(7t) Is it a fact that having been classified as a gazetted Superin¬ 
tendent the Personal Assistant to the Armj’ Secretaiy was suhsequenlly 
given a special rate of increased paj- corresponding approsimatolj- to 
that of a regular Superintendent ? 

(t) Is it a fact that the Personal Assistant is in charge of the Army 
Department establishment which comprises men avIio are senior both in 
rank and pay to the Personal Assistant liimself 7 

(i) What are the educational qualifications of the Personal Assistant ? 

Mr.,G. M. Young : (o.) Tes. 

(b) No, Sir. He was then holding the appointment, and doing the 
- work of a first division assistant. Since 1924, Avlien the-post of Registrar 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 45t37~- 
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r.T^'as abolished, as a measure of economy, certain of his responsible duties 
have been performed by, the Personal Assistant. The present incumbent 
.was selected for the purpose from among the assistants in the office. 

(c) The Army Secretary is allotted one stenographer : the post is at 
present held by a lady. 

(d) No, Sir. 

(e) No Secretary has a personal staff in the usually accepted sense of 
the term AH' Secretaries have stenographers. The Army Secretary has a 
Personal Assistant, who, as explained above, performs also man}’’ of the 
duties of Registrar. 

if) Yes. 

’ (h) No, Sir. A Personal Assistant is a necessity to the Army Sec¬ 

retary because the bulk of his work lies not so much in the Department 
itself as with the very large organization at Army Headquarters, with all 
parts of which he has to maintain constant liaison. 

(h) Yes, his pay was increased in 1927, because further duties and 
'responsibilities were then assigned to him. 

•<(i) The Personal Assistant is in charge of the non-gazetted portion 
of the Army Department establishment, which does not comprise anyone 
senior to him in rank or pay. 

(.?) He entered the Department after competing successfully in the 
prescribed examination for the Government of India Secretariat. 

‘ Assistant Compiler op tee Army List, 

464. Mr. Siddheswar Sinha : (a) Is it a fact that the post of Assis¬ 
tant Compiler of the Army List was recently created in the Army Depart¬ 
ment, and that for this reason its incumbent was exempted from passing 
the Public Service Commission’s test ? 

(h) Did the present incumbent hold any technical qualifications 
particularly suited to the post^ thus qualifying his exemption from the 
Commission’s test ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the Army Department there were permanent 
men with previous experience of Army List work who could be appointed 
..to hold the appointment ? If so, why were their claims overlooked ? 

Mr, G. M. Young : (a) The posts of Compiler and Assistant (Com¬ 
piler of the Army List are specialised posts, and the incumbents are not 
■eligible for promotion to other appointments on the regular clerical estab¬ 
lishment. The pay of Assistant Compiler is less than tliat of a 1st division 
assistant, but greater than that of a 2nd division clerk. A 1st division 
assistant would therefore not accept the appointment, while\2nd division 
clerks are not sufficiently qualified. For these reasons, the appointment 
was not made through the Public Service Commission : but there is no 
prescribed test from which he required exemption. 

,(S) A graduate (M.A.) was appointed. No technical qualifications 
are required ; but the post demands a relatively high standard of education. 
For the reasons explained in reply to part (c), the question of exemption 
from any test of the Public Service Commission did not arise. 

(c) The reph’ to the first part is in the negative. The second part 
does not arise. 

L149LA C2 
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Beceuitment of Chittagong Hindus in the Peovinoial Cadre of the 

Postal Service, 

465. Mr. Satyendra Chandra IVIitra : (a) WiJI Government be plea.^cd 
to state if any memorial ivas received by the Director General of tlic Posts 
and Telegraph Department from the Chittagong Association, dated the 
23rd May, 1928, regarding recruitment of Cliittagong Hindus in the 
provincial cadre of the Postal Service ? 

(h) If tlie answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to .state what action, if any, has been taken on the memorial ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (o) Yes ; there is however no “ provincial cadre 
of the Postal Service 

(Z>) The memorialists have been asked to explain what exactly the}' 
mean. 

Memorials addressed to the Financial Commissioner, Bailway Board, 
BY THE Clerks op the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

466. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra ; (a) Have Government received 
petitions addressed to the Finanei.nl Commissioner, Bnilway Board, from 
the clerks in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, dated the 3rd 
Ajiril, 1928, asking for (j) reconsideration in the matter of conce.ssions 
to the Eastern Bengal Railway stafl' on accoiuit of their transfer to Delhi, 

(ii) grant of monthly house rent of Rs. 10 and (iVi) grant of four .sets 
of passes in a year ? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to .slate what action they 
have taken on these petitions and particularly when tlie men concerned 
• are likely to be provided vath quarters ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : («) Ye-s. 

(Zi) The memorialists were informed that the concessions sanctioned 
already were considered adequate. The question of providing quarters for 

the staff is at present under eon.sideration. , 

« 

Memorial prom the Clerks employed under the Controller op Printinq 

AND Stationery, India, 

467. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Have Government received 
a memorial from the clerks under the Controller of Printing and Stationery, 
India, through the Controller, for the betterment of their pay and pros¬ 
pects submitted nearly a year and a half ago ? 

(b) If the answer to (fl) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state what action has been taken on the memorial ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (o) Yes. 

(b) The memorial is under consideration. 

Pay of the Indian Subordinate Staff ejiployed on the Bengal 
AND North Western Railway.' 

468. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will the Government be pleased 
w state if of late there ^vas any correspondence betiiveen the Railway 
Board and the Agent, Bengal and North Western Railway, regarding the 
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scales of pay of tte Indian subordinate staff working on this railway ! If 
■so,' with what result ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : There was no such correspondence. 

. Overworked Stake in the Traffic and Locomotive Departments on 
THE Bengal and North Western Eailway. 

469. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh.: (a) Is it a fact that the staff em¬ 
ployed in the Traffic and Locomotive Departments on the Bengal and 
North "Western Railway are overworked ? 

(&) Do some of them work for 12 hours a day and some for 24 hours ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the train staff have no limit to their working ? 

id) If the reply be in tlie affirmative, will the Government be pleased 
to state whether they are prepared to direct the Bengal and North 
"Western Railway administration to reduce the working hours of the staff 
in accordance with the terms of the Geneva Convention ? 

Mr. A. A'. L. Parsons ; I propose with your permission, Sir, to reply 
to questions Nos. 469, 471, 473, 474, 475, 476, 478 and 479 together.- 
Enquiries are being made from the Railway Administrations and I will com¬ 
municate with the H'onourable Member in due course. 

i 

Trains without Vacuum Brahes on the Bengal and North Western 
' ■ Railway. 

470. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that most of the trains on 

the Bengal and North Western Railway run without vacuum brakes ? If 
so, why ? ,, , 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No. Over 63 per cent, of the coaching vehi¬ 
cles (including brake vans used exclusively on passenger trains) on the 
Bengal and North Western Railway are vacuum-braked. 


Employment of Markers as Clerks, Assistant Goods Clerks or Goods 

Clerks at some of the Roadside and Junction Stations of the 

Bengal and North Western Railway. 

t471. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that on the Bengal 
and North Western Railway, markers are appointed at some of the road 
side and junction stations for the purpose of worldng as clerks, assistant 
goods clerks or goods clerks ? 

(ft) Is it a fact that they get a starting salary of Rs. 10 or 12 a month 
and there are only a few who get Rs. 16 a month ? 

(c) Is it a fact that they are reckoned as menials and though their 
services are retained permanent^ they are kept on temporary scales and 
are deprived of all the privileges to which other servants of the same 
Railway are entitled ? If so, why ? 

tPor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 469. 
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Employment without any extra Allowance op Assistant Guards and 

Shunters AS Guards and Drivers respectively on the Bengal and 

North Western Railway. 

472. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that tho assistant 
guards and shunters drawing snlarios from Rs. 12 to 18, and 19 to 24 
"per mensem, whether qualified or not, arc ermtimiously made to work as 
guards and drivers respocdively on the Bengal and North Western Rail¬ 
way 1 . • . 

(6) Are they not paid an extra allowanoc for working ns guards and 
drivers 1 

(c) And are thej’’ held responsible and pnni.shed for any irrognlarity 
or error in the same manner ns guai-d.s and drivers 1 

(d) Do Government propo.se to inlen'cnc in tlie matter 1 If not 
why not ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Tlie Honourable Member is referred to the 
reply given to Mr. Joshi’s starred question nnmher 274 on the 8th Sep- 
temher. 

A copy of the Hononrnble [Member’s qnc.stion has been sent to the 
Agent. 


Pay op Signallers on the Bengal and North Wiistern Railway. 

t473. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Is it a fact that the signalloiv on the 
Bengal and North 'Western Railway at wny.side stations get salaries be¬ 
tween Rs. 20 and 30 only and at junction stations bchveen Rs. 30 and 00 ? 
If so, do Government propose to take necessary steps to bring their sala¬ 
ries into line with those obtaining on other Railways ? 

Grant of Increased Pay to Indian Guards on the Benoal and North 

Western Railway. 

t474. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; (a) Is it a fact that Indian Guards on 
the Bengal and NortJi Western Railway receive tlie minimum reinunerafion 
of Rs. 20 per mensem and there arc only four or five wlio receive at most 
Rs. 60 per mensem ? 

(h) Is it a fact that Indian guards u.scd to get Rs 21 as their 
mimmura remuneration up to the year 1923 hut that in the revision of .scales 
of their salary and allowance their minimum salarv was reduced to Rs 20 
per month ? “ ‘ 

(c) Is it a fact that there are several classes of guards on this 
Railway ? Do Government propose to take steps to have their salaries 
increased ? - 


Pay of Station ]\Iasters of "C” Class Stations on the Bengal and 

North Western Railway. 

t475 Gaya Prasad Singh : (ol Is it a fact that there are five 
classes of stations on the Bengal and North Western Railway < 

_ it a fact that most of the stations are classed as “ C ” ? 

tEor ansTver to this question, see answer to question No. 4C9. 
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(.c) Is it a fact that station masters of “ C ” class stations receiye 
a fixed salary, of Es. 50 while the salaries of the station masters of other 
classes are subject to increase ? 

(d) If the reply to question (c) he in the affirmative, will the Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to state the principle on which the salary of station 
masters of one class is fixed while that of others are subject to increase ? 

Pay of Deivees, Shuntees, Pieemen, Pittees and Caeeiage Examinees on 
THE Bengal and Noeth Westeen Railway. 


t 476. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (rt)Is it a fact that the follov/ing 
salaries are provided in the current budget and establishment' roll of the 
Bengal and North Western Railway for : 


fEuropean 



Lowest. 

120 

Highest. 

200 

Drivers 

^Indian 

•• 

•• 

.. 25 

76 

fEuropean 

.. 


60 

80 

Shunters .. 

1^ Indian 

•• 

•• 

19 

24 

fEuropean 



36 

80 

Firemen .. 

(^Indian 


•• 

12 

18 

fEuropean 



50 

200 

Fitters .. .. -Z 

[^Indian 

•• 

•• 

16 

40 

fEuropean 



100 

200 

Carriage Examinerp *. < 

findian 

. 


30 

70 


(Zj) If the reply be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
state the reasons for this racial differentiation ? 


Peovision of Pacilities for the Indian Employees of the Bengal and 

Noeth-Westeen Railway in the Balrampue Hospital at Lucknow. 

477. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact lhat the Bengal and 
North Western Railway annually contributes a sum of Rs. 600 to the 
funds of the Balrampur Hospital at Lucknow and in lieu of this the hos¬ 
pital authorities grant conce.ssions and afford other facilities to European 
and Anglo-Indian employees of the said Railway ? 

, (b) Are Government aware of any such contributions being made by 

the Bengal and North Western Railway for facilities to be afforded and 
concessions to be granted to its Indian employees in the Balrampur or any 
other hospital ? If so, how much and to which hospital ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : There is no information in the Railway 
Board's office, and I have therefore referred the Honourable iiember’s 
enquiries to the Agent of the Bengal and North Western Railway and wiU 
let him know what the position is on receipt of the Agent’s reply. 


IPor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 469. 
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Employment of Indians as District Oiticbrs, etc., on the Bengal 
AND North Western Railway. j 

t478. 3VIr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Is it a fact that none of the District 
Officer.s and Heads of Dcparlincnts and even the Foremen of.lBinnin" 
sheds and 'Workshop.s on tlic Bengal and North Western Railway is an 
Indian ? If not, why not ? 


Recognition by the Agent of the Bengal and North Western 
Railwaymen’s Association. 


t479. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is there an Association of cin- 
plo 5 ’’ees of the Bengal and Nortl) Western Railway entitled as “ Bengal 
and Northwestern Railwayincn’s Association”? 

(h) Is it a registered union under the Trade Unions Act, XVI of 
1926 ? 

(c) If so, is the Agent of that Raihvay not prepared to recognize the 
registered association of his employees ? 

(d) If not, why not ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Agent of the Bengal and North WcRtcvn 
Railway wrote to the General Socretarj’ of the Association of employers 
of that Railway as follows : 

*' As you .are .uwarc ttiis ll.nilw.iy docs not rccoRiiixe tlic BeuR.nl .nnd Northwestern 
Kailwaynien's Association and I now beg to inform you that iu future .niiy eommunic.n- 
tion received by me or any of tlic ofl’iccrs of thin Railway from you or from anv member 
of the Association will not be road but will be immediatolv torn up and put in "the Tvasto 
paper basket' M . i i 


if) Is it a fact that .since then the Agent docs not reply to anv of 
the commiinicatiions of that Association ? If so, why ? ' ' 


_Non-commdkIoatxon of the Reasons for the Dismissal or Discharge of 

AN Employee on the Bengal and North Western Railway. 

480. hlr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it not a fact that the reasons for 
dismissal and discharge of an employee on the Bengal and North Western 
Railway are not communicated to him in writing ? 

p) Is it a fact that no mention is made of .such reasons iu the service 
certificates granted to the employees, and sometimes even no remark is 
made reprding character, and that the space proidded for the purpose is 
not filled np ? 


f” fe Honourable Member is referred to the 

reply ^iven to lilr. Joshi’.s question No. 706 of 20th September 1928. 

Establishment of a Dead Letter Office at Patna. 

to state" t^an^^nd Sinha : (o) Will the Government be pleased 

LettefoSce were collected to find out whether th? Dead 

uettei umce at Patna was justified or not ? If so, Avhen 1 


tPor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 4^ 
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(6) Do Government propose to verify, whether the information about 
statistics was correct or not.?. If not, %yhy ?; ■ 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the statistics 
Mat may have a bearing on the'establishment of a separate Dead Letter 
trace at 1 atna and indicate how that has been found impracticable so 

Mr. P- G. Rogers ; (a), (b) and (c). In June last the Postmaster- 
Generalj^Bihar and Orissa, reported that out of 7,000 postal articles handled 
by the. Calcutta Dead Letter Office daily on an average, only about'1,300 
relate to the Bihar and Orissa Circle. The number is so small that Gov- 
m'nment do not consider it desirable to establish a separate Dead Letter 
Office at Patna, having regard to considerations both of administrative con¬ 
venience and of economy. 

Quarters eor Clerks at Bhadrak, Bengal Nagrur Railway. ' 

- _ 482. Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Is it a fact that clerks at Bhadrak 
railway station (Bengal Nagpur Railway) have got no quarters and they 
have got to live in very, unhealthy eooly-quarters ? 

(b) Is the Agent, Bengal Nagpur Railway, proposing to remedy this 
evil at an early, date ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Ihe Railway Board have no information but 
have sent a copy of the Honourable Member’s question to the Agent, Bengal 
Nagpur Railway,'in order that he may see whether any action is required. 

Present Strength op the British and Indian Army in Indu. 

483. Kumar Rananjaya Singh : (a) What is the present strength of 
the British and Indian Army in India ? 

(h) What percentage of it is permanently kept on the North-West 
Frontier ?' 

(c) What is the number of Hindu, Sikh and Muhammadan soldiers ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) British Army, approximately 63,500. Indian 
Army, approximately 192,000. 

(b) About 28 per cent. 

(c) Hindus—approximately 89,000. 

Sikhs—approximately 20,000. 

Muhammadans—approximately 79,500. 

' Date op the Opening op the Lucknow-Jaunpore Railavay. 

484. Kumar Rananjaya Singh : Will the Government be pleased to 
state when the Lucknow-Jaunpore Railway line AviU he ready for traffic ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : 'The line Avill probably be opened early in 
19'31. 


Purchase op Cloth by Government. ^ 

485. Kumar Rananjaya Siugh : Will the Government be pleased to 
Estate' what is the total amount it annually spends on bujdng cloth and 
what percentage of it is spent on Indian-made cloth ? 
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The Honourable Mr. A. C. Me Watters : The colleeiion of the informa¬ 
tion required by the Ilononrablo Member would involve an amount of time 
anct labour disproportionate to tlic result. T am, liowevcr, in a position to 
give the Honourable Member figures of purchases of textile materials by 
the Indian Stores Department during the j'car 1927-28. The total value 
of the purchases amounted to Ks. 1,18.44,000 and 9G.8 ])cr cent, of this sum 
reju’esented the value of textiles manufactured in India. 


Supply to the Ikuiah Statutory Commission op the Nehru Committee’s 

Report. 

486. Kumar Rananjaya Singh : Will the Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Sir John Simon, the President of the Indian 
Statutory Commi.ssion, asked the Government of India for copies of the 
Report of the Nehru Sub-Committee of the All-Parties Conference, and if 
it is a fact, how many copies of the report were sent ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : A.s soon as the Report was published 
the Statutorj' Commission a.skcd the Government of India for copies, and 
12 copies were accordingly obtained and sent to them. 


Grant op Conveyance Allowance to the Clerks op the Government of 

India. 


487. Maulvi Mohammad Shafec : (n) Will Government be pleased to 
say whether places near or about Ro.shanara Gnrden.s, Snfdarjung, Xizam- 
ud-din and Delhi Shahdara are within the notified area for the purposes 
of granting conveyance allowance to the clerks of the Government of 
India ? 

(b) If the answer is in the negative, will Government be pleased to 
define the areas which come under the “ Notified Area ” ? Will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state whether conveyance allowance is granted to 
clerks living only in the Notified Area or even to those who live at a dis¬ 
tance greater than the Notified Area ? 


(o) Have Government fixed any limit of mileage for the purposes 
of granting conveyance allowance for those wlio are not provided with 
Government quarters and who live on any side of New Delhi except the 
Notified Area ? If not, why not ? 


(d) With reference to the Honourable the Home Member’s reply 
to Sir H. S. Gour’s starred question No. 535, parts (c) and (d), dated the 
26th March 1928, will Government be plea.sed to .say whether distance 
or suitability of accommodation is the consideration for granting con¬ 
veyance allowance to tho.se clerlrs of the Government of India wlio are 
not proTided with Government quarters in New Delhi and have to attend 
office after traversing a distance of five or six miles ? 


distance is the consideration for granting conveyance allow¬ 
ance, do Government Icnow that clerics living near or aboirt Roshanara 
Gardens, which are situated at a distance of about 51 miles from the 
feeci^tanat buildings in New Delhi, are not granted it while those living near 
e bwiss Hotel (Alipore Road), which is about 41 miles from tlie Seci'e- 
tanat are entitled to such allowance ? If so, will the' Government be 
pleased to state the reason for this ? 
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' TJNSTABEED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(/) In view of the paucity of accommodation for clerks who cannot 
afford to pay higher rents in the Notified Area, do Government propose to 
fix some limit of distance beyond which such allowance may be granted ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) No. 

(&) Th% Honourable Meinber is referred to the notification issued by 
the Chief Commissioner, Delhi,' dated''the 16th January 1913, which was 
. published on page 122 of Part II of the Gazette of India, dated the 18th 
January 1913. 

(c) .No. 

(d) to (/).,The whole question of the justification of these conveyance 
allowances will be re-examined. 


Expulsion of Hakim Sami Uliah Khan from the Ambala Cantonment, 

488. Mr. Abdul ■ Haye : (a) Will Government please state if it is 
their policy that they would not allow the residents of a Cantonment area 
to talve part in polities ? ' 

(i) Is it a,fact that one Hakim Sami UUah Khan was expelled from 
the Ambala,Cantonment in 1920 by the Cantonment authorities and since 
then he' has not been allowed to return ? 

. (c) - Is it a fact that this Hakim_ Sami UUah Khan made several repre¬ 
sentations to .the authorities requesting them to let_ him toow the reasons 
for which the order of expulsion was ‘made against him and that his 
requests were not granted ? 

(d) Is that order, of expulsion stiU in force and is Hakim Sami UUah 
Khan stiU prohibited'from entering the limits of Ambala Cantonment ? 

(e) Will Government please state whj^ this order was originaUy made 
and what justification the Cantonment authorities have 'for keeping that 
order -alive for eight years ? 

(/) Is it a fact that in 1924 on a representation made by Hakim 
Sami UUah Khan the Cantonment authorities expressed their willingness 
to allow him to return to the Cantonment area provided he would execute 
a bond to the effect that he would abstain from taking part in politics ? 

(p) Is it a fact that in reply to the above Hakim Sami UUah Khan 
stated that he was prepared to give an undertaking that he would not 
commit any offence or otherwise break any law and that he was not pre¬ 
pared to siirrender his precious right of taking part in political movements V 

(h) Is it a fact that no-w in 1928 the Executive Officer of Ambala 
has again reiterated that permission to ,live in Ambala Cantonment can 
only be granted to Hakim Sami UUah Khan if he is prepared to execute 
a bond that he would abstain from “ political activities of an aggressive 
nature ” ? 

(i) Will Government please explain what is meant by “ political 
activities of an aggressive-nature ” ? Is it not enough that; Hakim Sami 
UUah Khan is prepared to give an undertaking that he will confine his 
activities within the bounds of law ? 

(j) Are Government prejjarcd to direct tliat the order passed against 
Halciin Sami UUah Khan be cancelled forthwith ? If not, why not 1 
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Mr. G. M:. Young ; (a) No, Sir. 

(^)> (c) and (d). Hakim Sami Ullah Khan -was expelled from the 
Anibnla Cantonment in 1921. The Government are not aware whether or 
not he has been allowed to return. 

(c) The reason for the expulsion order was that the Officer Com¬ 
manding considered that the presence of Hakim Sami Ullah Khan in tho 
.Ambala Cantonment was dangerous to good order, 

(/) The answer is in tlie affirmative. 

(p) The Government understand that in 3924 Haldm Sami Ullah 
Khan staled that he was prepared to undertake to abstain from political 
activities of an unlawful nature but refused to execute a bond to this effect, 

(h) The Government have no information. 

• (i) and (j). The onty grounds on which a person can be removed from 

the cantonment are ‘ ‘ if he causes or attempts to cause or does any act which 
he knows is likely to cause disloyalty, disaffection or breaches of discipline 
amongst any portion of His Majesty’s forces or is a person who, the Officer 
Commanding the Station has rea.son to believe, is likelj'' to do any such act.” 
If a reliable undertaking can be obtained from Hakim Sami Ullah IChan to' 
the effect that he will refrain from .such activities, there would appear to 
be no reason why tlic order passed against him should not be cancelled ; but 
under section 239 of the Cantonments Act the matter is primarily for the 
consideration of the Local Government or the Officer Comraanding-in-Chief 
the Command to whom I will send a copy of this que.stion and answer. 

Number of Working Days involved and the Number of Men involved in 

EACH OF THE Trade Disputes on each op the State Bailways since 

1925. 

. 489. Mr, Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : "Will the Government be pleased 
to state the number of working days lost and number of men invohvd in 
each of the trade disputes that took place on each of the )Stato Eailwavs since 
1925 '/ 

IVIr. A. A. L. Parsons : T regret the information is not procurable. 

Eailway Institutes. 

490. Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : Will the Government be pleased 
to state the number of European and Indian Institutes respectively estab¬ 
lished on each of the State Bailwavs, with information regarding the num¬ 
ber of employes benefitted in each of the Institutes ? 

TT • I ‘'’lu collecting the information for the 

Jlononrable Member and will send it to him in due course. 


State Bailway Schools and Pay of Teachers employed in them, 

491. lit. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : Will the Government be pleased 
to state the number of adult schools maintained by each of the State 
Kailways and. the scales of pay of the teachers in the adult schools ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : 

Number of 
adult schools. 

Fay of 
teachers. 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway 

• • « * • • 

* m 

East Indian Railway 

..36 

Rs. 16 to Rs. 40* 

North Western^Railway .. 

2 

Rs. 54 and Rs. 72 

Eastern Bengal Railway ... 

9 

Rs. 31 to Rb. 73t 


PETITIONS RELATING TO THE HINDU CHILD MARRIAGE -BILL. 


Mr. Deputy President (Maulvi Muhammad Yaqub) : I have the 
honour to present, on behalf of the Committee of Petitions, a petition 
relating to the Child Marriage Bill, which has been signed by 12,320 Iver¬ 
sons, who are all against the provisions of the Bill. 


PRESENTATION OP THE REPORT OP THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
COMMITTEE ON THE ACCOUNTS OP 1926-27. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Finance Member) : 
Sir, I beg to present the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the 
accounts of 1926-27. 


THE TRADE DISPUTES BILL. 


The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, when I gave notice some days ago of a motion for the 
reference of the Trade Disputes Bill to Select Committee it wms in the 
hope that it might have been possible, if the House so desired, that the 
Bill should be proceeded with in its further stages during this Session. 
Also my motion would have made it possible for any Member of the 
House to give notice of a more dilatory motion and therefore the House 
could have decided whether they wished the BiU passed quickly or re¬ 
ferred for circulation. Owing however to the progress of official busi¬ 
ness in the House this Session, it is obAuous now that even if my motion 
had been carried it would not have been possible during the present 
Session to complete all the stages of the Bill in both Houses. Therefore 
Sir, with your permission I beg to move that the Bill to make provision 
fot: the investigation and settlement of trade disputes, and for certain 
other purposes, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions there¬ 
on. In view of the character of my motion I propose to be brief and I 
also hope to avoid anything of a controversial character. 


The question of legislating on this subject was first taken up bv the 
Government of India m the year 1919. That was the year'in wMch the 
British Industrial Courts Act was passed and the Government of India 
addressed Local Governments enquiring whether legislation of this 
character would be useful in India. In the opinion of the majority 3 


one wise the Head Shed Clerk receives an alloivance of Es. 4 for the work 
fin one case the Head Shed Qerk receives an allow.ance of Es 5 for n ’ t 
and in one other c.ssc a similar allowance of Es. 5 is given. ^ 
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Local Governments at that time legislation of that kind was likely to be 
ineffective. The Government of India took up the subject again in tlie 
year 1924 at the instance of the Government of Bombay and the^' cir¬ 
culated proposals to Local Governments, the substance of which was 
firstlj’’ a provision ,for boards of inquiry to be formed' from standing 
panels of employers and workmen ; and secondly, as regards public 
utility services they proposed to borrow provisions from the Canadian 
Act.of 1907 which made strikes and lock-outs in public utility services 
illegal until a board of inquiry had been appointed and reported. These 
proposals met with a somewhat mixed reception and the Government of 
India, who -were at that time engaged in the preparation of the Trades 
Union Bill, preferred to wait for a short time because W'e held, and hold 
now, that the existence- of strong and responsible trade unions is neces- 
sary for the effective carrying out of machinery such as we propose in 
the pi-esent Bill. In the summer of 1926 occurred tlie general .strike 
in England, and in framing our present proi)osals we have taken into con¬ 
sideration the legislation which was ])assed in the summer, of 1927 in 
England. So much for the past history. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the principle of the Bill there is one prin¬ 
ciple which we have endeavoured to carry out throughout this Bill—a 
principle which gives the Bill .such unity as it possesses—and that is 
that trade disputes between employers and workmen do not concern em¬ 
ployers and workmen only, but they concern the public also and they 
■ involve an obligation on Government ; and therefore, Sir, in addition 
to providing machinery -which may, wc hope, tend to reduce trade dis¬ 
putes in the interests both of the employers and the %vorkmen, we have 
endeavoured so to frame our proposals as to mobilise the force of public 
opinion so far as we can, and also in certain special circumstances to afford 
direct protection to the public. , ^ ■ 

The first portion of the Bill relates to the machinery for courts of 
inquiry and boards of conciliation. We have adopted two different 
types of machinery .instead of one as was proposed in the original Bill, 
because we felt that in the differing circumstances of different industrial 
strikes and troubles it might be useful to have different types of 
machinery. We wish to leave ourselves as free a hand as we can 
and for that reason we have abandoned the panel sj'stem wliieh was 
suggested in the earlier proposals. We have done so mainly because of 
the criticisms received on our proposals of 1924 ; it was felt that it woidd 
not always be easy to obtain the right kind of person from the standing 
panels and we wished to leave ourselves free to choose the best people 
possible in relation to the particular dispute. Secondly, it was pointed 
out to us that probably the men who would be most useful on these boards 
of inquiry would not be willing to have their names registered continu¬ 
ously as members of a panel, although they ■ might be quite -willing to 
serve on occasion if requested. Now with regard to these proposals re¬ 
garding courts of inquiry and boards of conciliation there is only one other 
point I want to mention and that is that we have carefully avoided any 
suggestion of co-mpulsory arbitration. Our earlier proposals were 
criticised, erroneously no doubt, on .the ground that there was some sug- 
^ pstion of compulsory arbitration. Om present proposals are not open 
to any such criticism. .Some people no doubt may prefer one kind of 
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macMnery 5 some another ; some may put their trust in compulsory arbi¬ 
tration ; some in voluntary arbitratdon'; but I think no one will dispute 
the principle of compulsory inquiry and compulsory conciliation, and 
that is what our Bill aims at. We aim at bringing in the force of public 
opinion in order to prevent and shorten these, industrial troubles. It is the 
public and the press who are to be our high court of appeal. 

There is one word of caution wliiich I should like to give e.vpression 
to. I do not suppose—nobody supposes—that this Bill is going to put 
an end to industrial troubles ; no one supposes that it is going to create 
a new heaven and a new earth. When the British Industrial Courts 
Act of 191? was passed, it was after ten years of very careful preparation, 
by employers and by workmen and by Government, in setting up with 
in the industries' themselves machinery for conciliation and for settlement 
of trade disputes. I have seen figures for the year 1926, I think, relating 
to the cotton mill industry in Lancashire. In that year there were 700 
disputes between emplojmrs and Avorkmen ; of these only 20 reached 
the final council at Manchester and not a single one of them was referred 
to Government for action under the Industrial Courtis Act. That, Sir, 
is what Ave Avant to aim at in this country. I regard it as most important 
that this machinery AAuthin the industries themselves should be set up 
Avith the aid of etnployers and Avorkmen and Government, and if that 
can be done I regard it as a far more important step than anything that 
AviU be accomplished by this Bill. 

I noAv turn. Sir, to the second part of the Bill which deals Avitb public 
utility services. The principle there is a simple one ; it is that there 
should be some interval given before a strike is allowed in services Avhich 
are essential to the health, safety and welfare of the communitj*. It is 
a principle Avhich is recognised so far as I know in almost every co'mtrj’. 
The principle, though not exactly in this form, was recognised as earlA* 
as 1875 in Mr. Disraeli's Act in England. It Avas in relation ro gas and 
water. It Avas extended to electricitj' in 1919 and the English xVct of 
1927 applied the principle in the exact form in Avhich Ave haAm it in our 
present Bill to all services under public bodies. We do not go so far 
as that ; Ave propose to apply it only to Avhat Ave consider to be essential 
public services. I should like to point out here that the principle is 
already recognised in some of our Indian Acts ; it exists in the Post 
Office Act ; it exists in every single mimicipal Act in India. Those 
Acts apply directly to men engaged in scavenging; and may in most cases 
be extended by the Local Governments to any employees in municipalities 
who are concerned with services affecting the health and safety of the 
community. So the principle is one which I think Avill be easily accepted. 
What we are aiming at is to give sufficient time for the machinery for 
conciliation and settlement to come into play before there can be a strike 
in a service Avhich affects the health or welfare of the community. 

Noav, Sir, I come to the third part of the Bill which stands on quite 
a different footing, The proposals which relate to illegal strikes and 
illegal lock-out's are contained in this part. As I said the other day, 
these clauses have been more misunderstood than any other part of the 
Bill. In fact, Avhen Ave first published the Bill and before its text could 
CAmn have reached Bombay, I read the pronouncement of a responsible 
official of an important association, ascribing to the Bill—^lie Avas a friend 
of the Bill—results and qualities Avhich I certainly do not claim for it, 
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and I sail'd to myseK “ Save us from our friends 

Bill render strikes and lock-outs illegal only if they fulfiI‘-two eon'ditiQUs, 
The first is that they must be strikes or lock-outs having at^ object other 
than' or in addition tjo a trade d,ispute within the industry.' concerned \ 
and secondly, they' must be designed or calculated tO‘ coerce the Grovern-. 
ment. Now, Sir, it is obvious that these clauses do not-affect a S 3 Tnp_ath&- 
tic Strike as such, because though it may come under condition one,'Mt 
does not come under condition two, and if we apply it to the great mill 
strike which has been going on in Bombay we will see that that strike 
is a strike regarding terms of emplosnnent within the industry itself and 
therefore it is not even covered by condition l-^stiU less by condition 2. 
Therefore I am afraid my friend who made these comments in Bombaj' 
will be sadly disappointed if he thinks this Bill has anything to do with the 
strike he was thinking of at the momeiit. 

What we are aiming at is something quite different. We are aiming 
at the general strike. It was clearly shown when the 
NOOK. English legislation was under discussion that what 
they attempted to do was to put into legal language the conception of 
the general strike, and as we have copied our provisions praetieallj’- 
yerbatim from the English Act our object is the same. We feel very 
strongly that as a general strike is an attack upon society and U23on 
Government, it must fail, and if it fails the people who will lose most 
by it will be labour, and therefore we contend that these provisions, so 
far from being hostile, are really in labour’s interest. In England the 
result of the general strike was the dissipation of the resoui*ces of the 
unions and the loss of employment by 'tHrousands of men.- 

In view of the character of my motion, I do not propose to say any 
more on the subject to-day except in reference to one point. Wo have 
not included in the Bill -any provision regarding picl^eting, and we have 
done so deliberately. Picketing provisions occur in the English law of 
1927, and as the House probably knows, the law in England regarding 
picketing has had a very chequered history. The pendulum at one time 
swung in one direction and then in another ; it swung in favour of labour,./ 
in 1906, and it swung back again the other way in 1927, and, speaking 
as a layman I find the English law extremely difficult to understand. Now, 
in India* the position is perfectly simple! Picketing as such is not illegal j 
picketing which amounts to intimidation as defined in the Penal Code 
is illegal. I maintain that our law is much simpler and ought to be as 
effective as the law in England. 

That, Sir, is all I wish to say. I only hope that this Bill will be consi- 
■dered dispassionately by every one who is interested in it, and if so, I feel 
confident that, when it comes back from the country, it will eoine back 
•with a very large measure of support. 

Mr. H. G-. Cocke (Bombay : European) ; Sir, I am sorry that it is 
not possible for this Bill to be proceeded with this Session. We in Bom¬ 
bay who have experienced a serious strike for the last six months, which 
is still raging, have felt the need for a Bill of this nature, and some two 
months ago tlm tw6 Chambers of Commerce, the Bombay Chamber and the 
!mdian Chamber, met together, and as a result of that confeiciice, they 
decided to wire to the Government of India asking that the Trade Dis- 


- [21bt Sebt. 1928.^-. 
These clauses of ,the 



THE'THADE DISPUTES BIEL. 


1209 


putfes Bill, which was anticipated would be introduced in the Sep- 
te'inber-Session, should.be published forthwith in order to make it pos¬ 
sible for the Bill to become law this Session, if acceptable to the House. 
"Well, owing tp'^delays on account of other measures, it has not been pos¬ 
sible to proceed with the Bill until to-day, and I hope it may not prove 
very unfortunate in the next four months that this Bill has been delayed., 

Z. With regard' to the general principle, Sir, of this BiU, namely, the 
establishment of courts of inquiry and conciliation boards, flierc has long 
been a feeling, certainly in the Chamber with which I am connected, that 
it is a great mistake.to force any tribunal upon the contesting parties 
unless they both ask for assistance in settling a dispute. But although 
these views have been held in the past, they are now considered some¬ 
what out of date, and it is thought to be necessary that Government should 
have the power and the right to step in in the ease of U’ade disputes and 
set up a conciliation board or a court of inquiry. As the Honourable 
Mr. McWatters has pointed out, these conciliation boards or courts of 
inquiry are necessary in the interest of the public, and where the in¬ 
terests of the public are concerned, it is the duty of the Government 
to find out what the real trouble is. In many eases strikes start on quite 
petty matters of dispute, but within a week or two long lists of items of 
dispute are raised and the strike becomes a difficult matter to settle. 

I We still strongly object to the pfincijde of compulsory arbitration, and 
I am glad to see that no conditions of this kind appear in this Bill. 

With regard to the question of picketing, the Honourable Member 
in charge has pointed out that the existing law is sufficiem to deal with 
this ; that picketing itself is not illegal but picketing accompanied by 
intimidation is illegal. Well, Sir, there is no doubt whatever that in the 
Bombay strikes there has been any amount of picketing amounting to 
intimidation, but the great trouble is to bring the offenders to book. 
I do not know apart from this tvhy the provisions of the e.'cisting latv 
have not been brought into effect during the last few months, because 
there is no doubt whatever that strikes have been kept alive by mtiinida- 
tion. Strikers are told that if they go to work their women will he 
molested and their homes will be looked. The trouble is to prove that 
■'i|iese thing? are done and said. 

On the subject of public utility companies and the provisiun.s of this 
BiU which make it illegal for workers to strike without a month’s notice, 

. the Honourable Member in charge has pointed out that we are 'merely 
copying a provision from Municipal Acts, the Post* Office Act, and so on. 

I think that this is a prowsion which nobody in this House \ 7 ill com- 
. plain of. It is perfectly obvious that the public should not be aUowcd 
to he inconvenienced by these sudden .sti-ikes, and where the workers 
have a grievance thej^ should give some notice, there should be some 
interval, before they go on strike. I feel. Sir, that if this Bill had been 
in existence, the Bombay strike might have come to an end much earlier. 

I think that is all I have to say at this stage. I hope that when opinions 
have been received on this Bill, Government will take steps to push the 
Bill forward next Session witli as much expedition as possible. 

Mr, N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests)Sir, as the motion 
made by the Honourable Member in charge of Industries and Labour is 
for the circulation of .the Bill, I do not udsh to make*.a long speech ; but 

lil-iOL.A. ' D 
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I feel that it is necessary to explain to the House the real “future of some 
of the principles underlying this Bill. The Honourable Member in 
charge has admitted that the Government of India have been consider- 
ine this subject for the last nine years, and considering the long time they 
have spent over this subject, I feel that the result of their thinking for 
the last nine years is indeed very poor, disappointing and mischievous. 

Veil, Sir, so far as the Bill is concerned, nobody can say that the 
Government of India are acting in a hurry. They have already taken a 
long time. Perhaps they might even say that they ought to have intro¬ 
duced some Bill to provide for a court of inquiry or a board of concilia¬ 
tion much earlier. But I do not agree ivith my friend Mr. Cocke that, 
even if this Bill had been in existence, the Bombay strikes would have 
come to an end earlier. The termination of a .strike depends upon the 
attitude of the parties engaged in that strike, and so far as I can say, if 
the mill-owners of Bombay had been willing to place their case before 
a board of conciliation or a court of inquiry, the workers’ side would 
have been ready at any time. Unfortunately, the mill-owners had not 
the courage to come before a board of conciliation or a court of inquiry for 
reasons best known to themselves. 


Sir, as far as the first portion of the Bill is concerned, namely, that 
part of the Bill which provides for the appointment of a court of inquiry' 
or a conciliation, I do not see much reason to object to the principle under¬ 
lying those piovisions. AVhen we come to the discussion of details at a 
later stage, I may have something to say about the machinery which the 
Government of India have provided. I do not agree with the Honourable 
Member in charge of Industries and Labour that there is serious objection 
to the appointment of panels out of which the representatives of labour and 
the representatives of the emploj’ers should be appointed, on the court of 
iriquiry, but I am quite sure the Honourable Member will cousider this 
question when we come to the consideration of the details of this Bill. 

Coming to the second part of this Bill which consists of clause 15 re¬ 
garding public utilit}^ services, I feel, Sir. this House and the public outside 
will not support the Government in their proposals in this respect. It is 
true that when the Government of India framed their Bill in 1924 they had 
a provision regarding public utility services although not exactly in the 
same form which they have adopted in this Bill. I myself do not under¬ 
stand why workers whp work in a public utility service should be treated 
as if they had committed a sin in taking employment in a public utility 
service. It is the natural right of every Avorker to ivithdraiv his labour , 
whcneA'er he thinks that he should do so. I do not suggest that his civil lia¬ 
bilities should be taken aAAmy. but it is certainly a sign of slavery if you 
imprison a man for refusing to do work for a master for whom he does not 
want to serve. (An Ilononrahle Member : “ He can give a month’s no¬ 
tice.”) He has a right to lear'e without giving notice. (An JSonourable 
Member : “ "Why ? ”) Well, Sir, I am coming to that. Unfortunately, Sir, 
this Bill, as framed by the Government of India, is framed at least so far as 
this clause goes in the interests of the capitalists. It is for that reason that 
my Honourable friends on the other side are asking ” Why ? ” I will tell 
you why. This Bill provides that it is only the Avorker AAdio must not cease 
oing his wor i without notice and, if he does leave his serAuce without notice. 
he Avill be sent to jail. But it is not provided in the Bill that if the 



THE TIODE DISPUTES BILL, 


1211 


employer iii a public utility service discharges a man -without notice he shall 
also be sent to jail. (An Honourable Metnber : “ That is not -the point.”) 
It is on account of that the Honourable 3ilembers on the other side are ask¬ 
ing me ‘ ‘ Why ” ? If they once Imo-w that if they discharge one of their > 
^employees -without notice, they -will be sent to jail, I am quite sme, they 
‘will think twice before they accept this Bill. (An Honourable Mciuher • 

“ Hear, hear. ”) Sir, in mj^ judgment, in the first place this pro-#5ion is 
superfluous. The Honourable Member in charge of the Department of In¬ 
dustries and Labour himself has stated* that, so far as Post Office and 
Telegraphs are concerned, the employees eannot leave their service with¬ 
out notice. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Finance Member) : Not 
the Telegraphs. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Well, then, the Post Office, according to the Post 
Office Act. 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. Mc'Watters : Only certain classes of post¬ 
men. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; But, Sir, the public utility service of the Post Office, 
so far as necessary, is protected, if protection is at all necessary, by the 
Indian Post Office Act. Then the Honourable Member also admitted that 
some of the municipal services are also protected. If that is so, I do not 
know Avliy this Bill sliould have been introduced at all. (An Honourable 
Member “ The Railways. ”) Well, Sir, so far as the Railways are con¬ 
cerned, I do not think even the Honourable Member has provided in this 
Bill that all railway work will become a public utility service. Moreover, 
the Honourable Member said that he wanted to deal -with strikes without 
nclice in public utility services. Unfortunately, the Bill is not restricted 
to a strike. Even if one single individual employee in a public utility 
service gives up-his work without notice, he is liable under the Bill. So, it 
is not only a strike that is penalised. It is cessation of service by even one 
single individual employee without notice. And even in that sense the Bill 
goes too far. 

Then, Sir, the Bill, as .1 had said before, is one-sided. It only penalises 
cessation of work on the part of the employee. It does not penalise the em¬ 
ployer who discharges the employee without notice. It does not penalise 
an employer who dismisses his employee without notice. But, Sir, even if 
the Government of India agree to put such a provision I’egarding the em¬ 
ployers in the‘Bill, I consider that it will not be enough to do justice to the 
workers. In such cases the workers must he given adequate compensation. 
It is very easy for the employer to get an employee but, in the ease of the 
worker -^Vho loses his job without notice, it is a much greater hardship, espe¬ 
cially in a country like India where there is no provision against unemploy¬ 
ment. In a country like England things are different. They have got 
unemployment benefits. If an employee is discharged, for some days at 
least he will he pro-^-ided with some benefits if he remains unemployed, but 
in India, if a man is discharged, it is great loiss to him as he may not get 
another job for a long time. I therefore think that if the Government of 
India want to introduce such a provision in the Bill they must at least sec 
That the Bill is not one-sided and the one-sidedness of the Bill wall not be 
removed by merely making discharging without notice illegal and by 
penalising the employer, hut some provision must be made to sec that the 
workman is not put to loss. Sir, I can understand the principle that the 

I.149LA 1)2 
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* \v lit yli- till’ Honourable JPembcr said that the Bill is ba.s-ed on 
1 - 1 I 'lui’iiioTi but it i« uul difficult to show that his Bill is much wider 
r '* ?)h< ICncli’sh IfAV. In the first place the Kngli.sh law has not piven 
Government to declare any industry as a public utility scr- 
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thal any industry may he declared to he a public utility service. Then 
)),c lioiiourablc Member said that in Bngdand cas-M'orks, clcciric ^vorks 
and watcr-w’orks arc treated as public utility services, and workers em¬ 
ployed in those works cannot leave their post.s without notice. But lie 
has*not stated the whole position. Even in Enpland. pas-works and w.tler- 
woi-ks in order to get the benefit of section 4 of the Conspiracy .and Pro- 
lection of Property Act of 1875 must he for tlic pnhlie henefit 
and the gas-works and water-works must he ncco.ssary for the community and 
not for private purposes. But in the ca.se of his Bill that provision is not 
made. He makes every gas-works and every water-works a public utility 
service. Then, Sir, tiie English Act also provides that a worker will he 
penalised if he'ceases work ont of malicious intent and with the know¬ 
ledge that the consequences of his act would be to cause hardship to tlie 
coranumity. The Honourable Jilember has not made any .such i>rovision 
in this Bill. I know. Sir, that section 5 of the English Act has proHded 
that if a man maliciou.sly and with knowledge ceases work in such a manner 
as to cause danger to life and to valuable property he may also be penalLs- 
ed, wliile the notorious Act of 1927 has also brought in hardship to the com¬ 
munity as a justification for the application of section 5 of the Con- 
spii acy and Protection of Property Act. But, Sir. the Honourable ^Member 
in charge of Industries and Labour ought to have fold the House that 
section 6 of the Act of 1875 also imjmse.s responsibility upon employees. 
If the employer does not provide food where he is bound to provide food 
and other necessaries for the worker's health, the employer also will he 
penalized. The English Act is not one-.sided as this Bill is. I feel. 8ir, 
he oiiglit to have told this House that the English Act throws .some respon¬ 
sibility on the employers also. In this connection I Avould like to sugge.st to 
Government that they ought to have taken into consideration, if they 
wanted to throw greater responsibility on the worlccrs in public utility 
services, the legislation whioh exists in Canada. Not that I approve fully 
of. 0 Canadian legislation of 1907 ; but certainly that legislation mav he 
.«aid to be fairer than the legislation which the Government of India have 

''S' the Act el W07 „„ doubt e strike is compul- 

inquiiy is made. But, on the other hand, by section 6 of that Act the Govern- 

aTinmS? ^ is threaten- 

serviees some adva^tnae "workers in public utility 

ser% ices some advantage. Let the Government he bound to make ' 
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quiry into the grievances of the workers or into the grievances of employ¬ 
ers' for that matter, if a strike or dispute is threatened. That is an ad¬ 
vantage given to the workers by the Canadian legislation. Section 54 of 
the Canadian Act prevents an employer from reducing Avages or making 
a change in the conditions of service, such as, hours of Avork, Avithout 
notice. This Bill makes no such provision. I submit that if you AVaut lO 
put some disadvantage on the workers in public utility services, you must 
also give them some adAmntages. It is' Avrong, therefore, to introduce 
clause 15 of this Bill, AA'hich is one-sided, and throAV the burden of main¬ 
taining the public utility services only on the Avorkers. Sir, I do not Avish 
to say anything more on this clause. In regard to clause. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member cannot take clause by clause 
of the Bill at this stage. .He knows that the Honourable the Industries 
Member has not asked the House to accept the principle of the Bill, and at 
this stage speeches should be short and to the point. 

Mr. N. M» Joshi : Sir, I am not taking clause by clause. Unfortu¬ 
nately the Bill has three or four important principles. The first. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is not asked to accept the 
principle of the Bill. This is a motion for circulating the Bill for eliciting 
public opinion and no one commits himself to the principle of the Bill 
by accepting it. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Well, Sir, I am not fond of making speeches. 
{Several Honourable Members : “ Question ? ”) I say, I am not. The 
Honourable Member in charge also made a speech. If he had restrained 
himself I Avould not have risen from my seat. 

Lastlj', Sir, the Government of India have folloAVed the panicky legis¬ 
lation of 1927. The Honourable Member said that that legislation is in¬ 
tended to make general strikes illegal. In the first place, I do not under¬ 
stand Avhy even a general strike should be made illegal. To strike is the 
natural right of CA^ery AA^orking man, and Avhy should any human being 
be penalized for refusing to do Work ? But leaving that question, Sir, 
the Bill, as framed by the Honourable Member, is not restricted to general 
strikes onlj’-. The first part of clause 16 says that if a strike has an ob.iect 
other than the furtherance of a dispute in one industry and also causes 
hardship to the community, it is an illegal strike. Noav the Honourable 
Member has not defined Avhat one industry means, AA’hether, for instance, 
the transport industrj’" includes railAvays, tramAA'ays, motor services, etc. 
Are all these to be taken to mean one industry ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : On a point of order, >Sir, is 
not that a point for the Select Committee, AAdiether you can define your 
industry ? 

Mr N. M Joshi : I am just trying to shoAv that your Bill doe.s not 
apply only to general strikes. Nobody knoAvs really Avhat one industry is. 
Take the textile industry. Does the textile industry include jute as Avell 
a- ectton and .silk and avooT? It is verj- difficult to say. Therefore, the 
Honourable Member must admit that AA’hat he is penalising and making 
illegal is not a general strike, but an ordinary sj’mpathetic strike. I there¬ 
fore think that this Bill penalises sympathetic strikes. It says that the 
strike must have an object different from the furtherance of a trade 
dispute. 
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Mr. President : Order, order. I do not wish to interrupt the Honor¬ 
able Member ; but I hope he will co-operate with the Chair and make some 
distinction between a motion for Select Committee and a motion 

eliciting public opinion. , 

Mr N M. Joshi : I am not going to take more than hve minute. He 
must admit that the clause as worded can be applied to strikes aie 

not general. Then he says “ strikes whicli cause hard.s-}np to the com¬ 
munity. ” Almost every strike causes hardship to the community. Who 
is to decide whether the hardship is so great that the strike should be ma 
illegal or not ? I do not know any strike which doc.s not cause some bar - 
ship toTe community. Therefore, this Bill gives power to Government 
practically to make any strike illegal ; this docs not make only general 
strikes iUegal : but whenever Government please, they can nmke anj bi„ 
strike illegal. Then, Sir, Government have provided by certain clauses to 
protect people who are called “ black legs If the whole lody o 
workers sanctions a strike, some people wlio ought to .lOin but ho do 
not ioin are given protection by the Government against the action that 
may be taken by unions. In this connection I want to make only one re¬ 
mark and it is this. In the first place, what Government have 
hv these clauses is unnecessary interference into the woriving ot tia . 
unions : and secondly the Government of India are somewhat unfair 
upon unregistered trade unions. Some days ago we discussed t ic 
tion of registered trade unions and unregistered trade unions and the 
Government of India and many Members here did not like to rceognise the 
existence of unregistered trade unions and I want to know 
ernment should in this Bill recognise the existence of unregistered trade 
unions. They are giving protection to hlack-legs, not only to those vho 
are members*of registered trade unions, hut to those who p-e members of 
unregistered trade unions also. I therefore suggest to the Government 
of India that they should not take notice of unregistered trade nmons fo_i 
this purpose as thev did not recognise their-existence^ for immuni¬ 

ties provided by the Indian Trade Unions Act to registered trade unions. 

Sir, I do not wish to speak any more. I feel that the Government of 
India have done a wrong thing in mixing up a portion of the Bill win® ^ 
msv bcconip accGTDtBl)!© tli6 worlvci’s in tliis countrj^ tinu. sonic poitions 

whfch cTnever become acceptable. If they want some Act providing 
for conciliation and enquiry, they must introduce two Bills j but if they 
try to secure the consent of the House by mixing up a part wliieli may be 
acceptable with a part which is unacceptable, I think, Sir, the Government 
of India will be disappointed. 

Mr. T. Gavtn-Jones (United Provinces ; European) : Sir, I am very 
glad to hear that the Honourable Member for Industries proposes to cir¬ 
culate this Bill, for undoubtedly it requires very careful consideration be¬ 
fore being passed ; in fact I have received a telegram from the Upper 
India Chamber of Commerce protesting against the Bill being rushed 
through. No one, I thinli, will oppose the principle of a Trade Disputes 
feill. Similar legislation has been put through in other countries, parti¬ 
cularly in Canada, Australia and England, and has been most beneficial. 

tvmo'f. Q+.ni^TT -t-Viao/v K ___ __ a. 



not been sutnci^tly carefully considered. It is essential that this Act 
should be framed go as to work smoothly and be effective, and I will refer 
the Qovernment to one or two clauses in the Bill 
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^ It is not clear in clause 2 (c) whether the interpretation of “ em¬ 
ployer ” includes a private employer ; we think that it should do. 

In clause 2 (/), the interpretation of “ public utility service ” does 
not include tramways and inland steamer services. These were included 
in the draft Bill which was circulated in 1924 and we do not know why 
they have been excluded from this Bill. We think they are important 
public utility services and should be included. 

Clause 3 contains the kernel of the Bill and proposes to refer to Courts 
of Enquiry or Conciliation Boards. It says : 

‘' If any trade' dispute exists or is apprehended betiveen an employer and any of 
his -^vorkmen, the Local Government, or where the employer is the head of a department 
under the control of the Governor General in Council or is a railway company ”.... 

■ The Local Government or the Governor General in Council shall take 
the initiative ; he may (a) refer the dispute to a Court of Enquiry or (b) 
refer the dispute to a Board of Conciliation. ' Then in clause 9 and_ subse¬ 
quent clauses judicial powers are gh'en to both the Board of Conciliation 
Rnd the Court of Enquiry. There is here, Sir, a serious confusion between 
the functions of the Board of Conciliation and that of the Court of En¬ 
quiry. They are bodies appointed for two entirely different purposes. 
The Board of Conciliation cannot function without the consent of both 
parties and if both parties consent, all the evidence will naturally be forth¬ 
coming from both parties. The Court of Enquiry on the other hand is 
appointed for obtaining information about facts, and judicial powers m*e 
necessary. For the Government to intervene in a dispute on its oivn ini¬ 
tiative and compel the parties to appear and produce witnesses before a 
Board of Conciliation is contrary to all the ideals and principles of conci¬ 
liation. A Board of Conciliation must arrange matters by mutual con¬ 
sent. We .think, Sir, that the Bill here should follow closely section 2 of 
the British Industrial Courts Act, 1919, whereunder a Minister can take 
action, first : On the report of one of the parties ; second : By the consent 
of both parties ; third Refer the matter for settlement to the Industrial 
Court ; 4h : Refer the matter for settlement to the arbitration of one 
or more.persons appointed by him ; or, 5th : Refer the matter for settle¬ 
ment to a Conciliation Board by the mutual consent of both parties. Sir, 
I think if this clause is entirely recast and the above section is closely 
followed, this Bill will work smoothly and be more effective. There 
are other points in the Bill, Avhich require amendment, but I will not talce 
up the time of the House with them now. 

' I appeal to the Government to consider these points carefully and to 
recast the whole Bill before bringing it before this House again. 

Sir, I support the motion. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney (Nominated : Anglo-Indian) ; 
Sir, representing as I do a class of people who are largely employed in 
the' various utility services, I desire to offer a few remarks on this Bill 
before it is put in circulation. I am glad Government intends circulat¬ 
ing it, for there is no doubt that a Bill of this nature cannot be rushed 
through without adequate and careful consideration. 

While on the one hand I am not in favour of any law that makes 
for suppressing the rights of the labourer, I refuse to subscribe to any 
policy that gives unlimited scope or power to the employer. Sir, I am 
in agreement with this Bill from clause.^ 1 to 14. I consider that the. 
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institution of Conciliation Boards will have a very beneficial effect on 
all labour disputes, and I think that the Honourable Mr. Gavin-Jones 
brought forward some important points in connection with these Con¬ 
ciliation Boards. One is tempted to ask what is the necessity for this 
Bill ? It seems to me that, had Government, a few years ago. realised 
the importance of .such Boards, Committees or Arbitration Councils as 
one finds in England, e.g., the Whitley’ Committee and other Committees 
of the like nature, such a Bill woxtld never have been necessary in India 
to-day. I remember the time very well—^I take my memory back to 1917, 
only’- 11 years ago—when an extensive strike took place on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. “Alatters reached a deadlock, the dispute 
was eventually referred to arbitration, and tlie arbitrators decided in 
favour of the strikers. In those day.s there was give and take between 
employees and employers, and trade disputes and strikes were, as a rule, 
settled by arbitration ; to-day’ it seems that Government find it neces¬ 
sary to introduce a Bill of this nature to settle them. Why’ ? Is Govern¬ 
ment entirely blameless ? As I said jnst now, I am in favour of clauses 
1 to 14, but not of clauses 15 and 16, and here, to a certain extent, I take 
my stand with my friend Mr. Joshi. (Opposition Cheers.) As I read 
through clauses 15 and 16 and the following ones, two conundrums 
present themselves to me. One is ; “ When is a strike not a .strike ? ” 
The answer, according to thi.s Bill, seems to be : “ When the employ’cr 

is affected.” The other isu “ When is a strike a strike ? ” Answer .* 
“When the employee is affected I do think that to put a Bill like 
this into operation, especially clauses 15 and 16, is not only’, to limit' but 
to interfere with the freedom of the cmploy’ee. As Mr. Joshi rightly 
pointed out, why’ should the emplny’er only’ have the right o-f dismissing 
a servaiit, may be at the beginning or the middle of a month, giving 
him a month’s pay in lieu of notice, and at the same time depriving the man 
of his overtime ? Surely the emjjloy’ee cannot be denied an equal 
right, if he is prepared to forfeit his month’s pay’. He cannot be denied 
this by ordinary law, but this is exceptional law, to serve a special purpose. 
The House spent four long days in trying to prevent India painting 
itself red. It seems to me that these clauses should more appropriately 
have been embodied in that Bill—The Public Safety Bill. (An 
Honoifrahle Member : “ Nonsense ”.) It may seem so to y’Ou, but not 
to me because for almost similar offences in the one Bill y’ou deport the 
Eurxyean British subject while, in this Bill, you desire to fine or imprisom 
the Indian British subject. 


_ KW, Sir, I would like to read to the House, Sir John Simon’s 
opinion on the right to strike. This is what he say’s : 

properly understood was perfectly lawful. It wa.s an essential 
till! vUtLc ^ Britjsli wage-earner that he should liave a right to strike and 

annrec^trrl tf'’* anw of those who really 

SSn br fhn traditions really .vish to take it away. But the 

w^h the workiupExecutive to call out everj’body,' regardless of coirtracts 
wnicn tne workmen had made, was not a lawful act at all. > ’ 

Strike principle that in the ease of a general 

’ of a special natureservices strike together,, legislation 

Postal, Telegra-nb Pnet/s individual utility services, eig.^ 

body of workmen of Sieir riSht^f etc,,’is to deprive a 

1 ? t or deienee of their economic rights, and 
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for this reason I do,think that Government will he ill advised to include 
these two objectionable clauses. I however certainly do agree that those 
agitators who- go about the country witli impunity, fomenting strikes, 
sowing seeds of disaffection or Communism among workmen, should be 
dealt with summarily, but why should illiterate, innocent, misled work¬ 
men be subject to such drastic action ? If a clause were put into this 
"Bill that the ringleaders of strikes should be seized, tried and punished, 
it would be more deterrent and Would receive mj’- approval. There 
are certain people in all communities, well known to Government, who 
are ringleaders of strikes, who foment strikes for their personal ends. 
Well ! I say, keep an eye on them and punish them without fear or delay, 
but do not punish the employee who has every justification, should he re¬ 
sent an unjust punishment, to refuse to work. He should not be forced to 
work against his wishes or wiU. He should not be deprived of his 
citizenship rights or a legitimate weapon of economic defence. 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : I should like to draw the 
Honourable Member’s attention to clause 17 (i), second part, which 
reads : 

‘ ‘ Provided that no person shall bd deemed to have committed an offence under 
this section hy reason only of his having ceased vork or refused to continue to work 
or to accept employment.’'' 

The clause as drawn up does not apply to ordinary strikers, but only to 
the ringleaders and those who act in furtherance of a strike. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney : Clause 15 gives Government 
power to punish any individual who strikes in an utility service, with 
one month’s_ imprisonment or with a fine of Rs. 50, and any one who aids 
and abets him in such an offence with three montlis’ imprisonment or a 
fine of Rs. 600. This I absolutely disapprove of and speaking for my 
community we shall not agree to this section, I approve of the Bill as far 
as clauses 1 to 14 are concerned, hut I certainly do not approve of the Bill 
as far as clauses 15 and 16 are concerned. I therefore strongly advise 
Government to amend these clauses or to add some provision wliich does 
not deprive any workman of his tright to strike. 

Mr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar (Madura and Ramnad cum Tinnevelly : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I agree with the Honourable ilember 
in charge of the Bill that the public are equally interested in these strikes 
which are bound to exist so long as there is this eternal competition 
between capital and labour. I cannot, however, congratulate the 
Government on the provisions made in this Bill. It appears to me that 
the labour point of view has not been given that attention which it 
deserves ; and some of the provisions, especially part 3 of this Bill, are 
so much against the growth of labour organisations in this countiy 
that I would advise the complete deletion of part 3 of the Bill ; and iii 
getting this Bill circulated I would offer the suggestion to the Honourable 
Member in charge that circulation should not in this case be confined to 
the stereotyped list of bodies and ’ associations, to which BiUs are usually 
circulated, but should also be circulated to all Trade Unions, all railway 
employees’ unions, postal unions, and other similar organisations. It is 
then that we will have ideas of what they think of this Bill. 

So far as the provisions are concerned, I have no doubt that there 
have been demands for arbitration boards for Bome time past. But the 
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question is ■\vliethcr the courts of inquiry and the boards of conciliation 
■\vhieh this Bill provides for are really the kind of arbitration boards v/liieli 
labour would have. Por these boards to act successfully as arbitrators/ 
the imperative necessity is to make them sutTiciently imjjartial so that 
they might give satisfaction pHvtd facie to both jmrties to tlie di''pute, 
and especially in the case of Slate railways ; where the State happens to 
be the employer it will not enhance the impartial nature of these arl)itrn- 
tion boards or these conciliation boards to make the tlovernmont the 
appointing agent of these boards. Ijabour must be given a chance as to 
the choice of some of those that might sit on these l)oards : titlierwise it 
would not give them satisfaction. The recent South Indian llailway 
strike seems to be in point as an illustration of what T say. 1 hav-’ been 
closely following the movement of'the South Indian llailway enqdoyees’ 
association. The South Indian Railway Agent wanted to trive (‘uVef to ' 
a certain policy of retrencliment -which he liad in view, Ceriaiiih ihat 
nece.ssitaled some inconvenicnee to the employees concerned. The em¬ 
ployees made known to tlie Agent their demands and a.sked for redress. 
There was not that quick and .sympathetic res])onse which was exjiected 
of the Agent in such a ease. The Agent remained indifferent and then 
the employees applied to the Agent a-sking for the matters of dirference 
between the employees and the mnployors to be referred to the arbitra¬ 
tion of the Labour Commi.ssioner. Sir. we have got such a functionary 
as the Labour Commissioner in ^ladras. They wanted that the matters 
in dispute should be referred to the Labour Commissioner. Then also 
there was no resi)onse and then they took the step of re])orting the matter 
to the Labour Commissioner directly, asking him to intercede and to 
arbitrate. The Labour Commissioner remained indifferent. And -as a 
last hope, the employees applied to the Government direct asking tliem 
to intercede in tlie matter and to see tliat their grievances were redressed. 
The Government was equally indiflerent. What could they do in those 
circumstances ? They despaired of moving the South Indian Railway 
anthorities to redress their grievances and con.sequently they had recour.se 
to a strike. T ask the Hqnourable Member in charge of the Bill what 
provisions he has made in thi.s Bill which would apply to the conditions 
that I have just enumerated. Wliat are the provisions in the Bill which 
would have enabled the South Indian Railway employees in tiio.se cireum- 
stances to take the initiative of insisting that their 'matters of difference 
should be settled by an arbitration’ board ? So, I submit that clause 3 
of the Bill ought to be so amended that the employees also are given a 
voice in the matter not only of the choice of arbitrator.s but also of the 
mode of reference to these boards. 


One other matter which I seriously take objection to is thi.s. I see 
an clause 13 that p^o^dsion is made to keep secret the enquiries that these 
com-ts of anqmry and the conciliation boards have to undertake. Now, 
^^.^atters of dispute that are openly referred to these 

Klfl an should anything be. kept confidential ? Wliv 

fehoiild an enquiry be held in secret ? Clause 5 says ; 

matters referred'*to’it^anC or in private at its discretion, inquire into the 

SioiSer” ^ authority by n-lnch the court wa.s 
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is alsp laid down that^the documents referred to by those courts ought 
to be^-kept confidential. That certainly would not enhance the prestige 
,of the enquiry that is sought to be made by these boards. As I hgve 
i^already said, part 3 deserves complete deletion for this reason ; because 
in the Statement of Objects and Eeusons it is said that these provisions 
were copied out of the British Trade Disputes and Trade Unions Act, 
1927. But the Honourable Member in charge of the Bill must remember 
that we are called upon to deal with a different stage of development in 
tbe industries of this country. In this country, industries are more or 
less in a stage of transition and labour organisations are not so well 
developed and equipped in India as thej' are in England. So’, it is no 
use transplanting or incorporating the corresponding provisions in the 
Trade Unions Act of England into Indian legislation and mailing them 
applicable wholesale to the trade unions and labour organisations in this 
countiy. 

One other anomalous provision that is made here is to give a premium 
to the black-legs of trade unions. Special provision is made to en¬ 
courage black-legs. These black-legs are made immune from punishment 
for disobeying the orders of trade unions. Here I see the policy of divide 
and rule and this polic}' is made specially applicable to this category of 
employees. I submit that that is also a matter which has to be taken into 
consideration and this provision also must be deleted. 

With these remarlcs, T submit that, if the Bill goes out for circula¬ 
tion, and public opinion is obtained on its provisions, I would reiterate 
my request that trade unions and labour organisations should be specially 
invited to give their opinions on this Bill 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The -Assembl^^ re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division ; Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I welcome 
this Bill and I also welcome its circulation in the country. Six*, I do not 
like strikes. Strikes hold up the oidinary business of the country and 
bring in great suffering to tbe people. They do not bring any dividend 
to the investor who has invested his money to capitalise an undertaking. 
Nor do they bring labour any apparent profit or advantage. A's we have 
found recently during the strikes in this country, labour has had to go 
without its wage.s for montlis at a .stretch. Sir, I was vevy much surprised 
to hear the interpretation Avhich my Honourable friend Colonel Gidney 
gave to the word “ strike ”. He quoted one eminent authority wuth whom 
I am also acquainted, and if Colonel Gidney had gone a little further 
and read one or two liiies more from that authority he would have seen, 
what the Bight Hon’hie gentleman i-eally thought of strikes. I will just 
quote those two lines from Sir John Simon’s speech in the House of 
Commons in 1926. He said : 

" Every workiiian vIjo vas bound by a contract to j^ive notice before he left work 
and who, in view of that decision, has either chosen of'his free will or felt compelled 
to come out by leaving his employment w’thoat proper notice, has hroln' the lav).” 
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When an emi)]o 3 'c*e or workinau break-s a coi^fact, 1 think, Sir, he liat 
broken the strike law. Colonel Gidnej* was not right to saj' that any¬ 
body can bring olt a strike. 

Mr. N. M. Josbi : Why do j^on quote a Liberal ? 

Mr. B. Das : 1 think I can quote a Liberal if he meets my point, but 
I will quote your own Labour lendcr.s too bj' and by. I am coming to tliat. 
Mj' Honourable friend kir. Josbi, for whom 1 have tlic highest respect, 
is the advocate of labour in this House. I luivc eveiy sj’mpathj' with 
laboiir’.s claims ; but when labour tric.s to liold up the trade of the countrj' 
and paralyses industries I have no s.vmpathj' with it. Itl.v Honourable 
friend Mr. Josbi talked of two ihing.s and lie advocated that there should 
be general strikes and sj-mpathctic .strikes in this countrj'. If tlii.s Bill is 
passed into hnv, it will put a stop to general strikes and s.vnipathctic 
stxdkcs. Witli 3 -our permission, Sir, and with the permi.s.sion of the House 
I shall quote eminent Labour leaders’ view.s about .sjunpathetic 

strikes and general strikes, and I hope Mr. Joshi will agree with them. 
I now read a passage from a sjieech of Mr. Cramp, the Industrial Secrctarj' 
of the National Union of Railwajunen who ex]n'cssed his view on the 
General Strikes. This is his view : 

“ There would not .nRain be a general strike of that character. Uc diil not believe 
that the general industrial strike could ever be carried out effectively, because if they 
carried it to its logical conclusion they starved and paralysed theinselvcs as well a*s 
everybody else. ’ ’ * ' 

I hope my friend Mr, Joshi will accept tlie statement of kir. Cramp- 
Then 1 liave another authority on tlie .sympathetic strike and tliat gcnllc- 
man happens to be no less a man than the Leader of the Labour Party in 
England and a man who is held in verj* liigh esteem in the labour world 
of India—I mean Mr. Bam.say Macdontild, Mr. Ramsay Macdonald 
wrote in April 1924 : 

“ All my life I have been opposed to the sympathetic strike. It has no practical 
value. It is simply beating the air. It has one certain result—a bitter ami blinding 
reaction. ’ ’ 

Sir, India is not such a country of agitators that we'can think of general 
strike.s and sympathetic strikes. 

Sir, as regards tliis Bill I wish to .say ihat there should liavc been two 
Bibs and not one Bill. Clauses 1 to 14 of this Bill are already long over¬ 
due and many of us on this side of tlie House expressed that view, that 
there should be conciliation board.s to settle trade disputes specially when 
you. Sir, were a Member on the floor of the House you wanted such a 
measure to be introduced in connection with the finst Steel Protection 
Bill whereby disputes between Tatas and their employees could be settled 
at Jamshedpur, I think the Government have taken a long time to bring 
this Bill about conciliation boards, etc., before us. My Honourable 
friendi JIv. Joshi, suggested that there should be panels from which the 
arbitrators should be chosen. I entirely agree with him and my views 
are that the trade unions should be allowed to nominate a certain panel 
and,that the Chambers of Commerce and the emploj'ers should be allow¬ 
ed to choose a certain panel from which the. Government of India in the 
Industries and Labour Department may choose a particular arbitration, 
ward. I wish the other clauses of the Bill which apply to the sympa 
tnetic strike could have been introduced in the form of another Bill- 
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■What are the Governmenii trying to do ? The Government are trying 
to embody legislation of ’^rliament which was embodied in three of four 
Acts in the House of Commons. One, to which my friend Mr. Joshi 
referred) was passed in 1875, one in 1906, and a third in 1926. If the 
Government in England took all that time to create the proper atmos¬ 
phere, we cannot expect that India can have the same experience'as the 
House of Commons or as the Labour Party in England, and England took 
a period of fifty years to acquire knowledge to frame her legislation. I 
suggest that Government should not introduce such penalising clauses as 
have been introduced in clause 15, 16 and 17, and I think after this Bill' 
comes back from- the country we shall have to see whether we cannot 
modifj’ these provisions, about 'the illegality of strikes' and the penal 
clauses relating to those 'who promote strikes to suit the conditions of 
the people in this country. 


Sir, I have to make one more reference to my friend Mr. Joshi. 
Strikes are not a pleasant thing. i They are causing a lot of hardship and 
lots of people are starving on account of these strikes. The people who 
bring about these strikes always ask for more wages even though a par¬ 
ticular industry cannot bear the extra charges on it., Let/me make it 
clear. I do not desire the capitalist to profiteer nor the Labour to 
exploit. I would like an adequate share of the profits of an industry to 
go to all the employers, and the employees and also the' section to which 
I belong namely, brains.'" Surely those people who advocate strikes ought 
to consider how much an industry can stand in the way of waees to 
workers. I hope the workers before they go on strike will see that the 
particular industry c^ stand the wages which they demand. That is a 

the labour world and it is the cause of many of 
the strikes that the country has to face. I do not believe; Sir that there 
are any Bolsheviks or Communists behind these strikes • lni+ + 
fled are unknown men who want to blossom’ forth into f^U* 

^.eaders and they are responsible for these small and big strikes' 
aU over the country, and t say that those who are responribl^fo tS 

iSlIlsssisass 

mdd™tally’i.eat,ee the n.Lnal ttei o¥tLTSly.'' 

' Muham- 

House. I, thought Government were anrious ^efore the 

early date ; but looking at the motion before tlie Hou^T^^® 

Government have at all considered the ^ J 

Bombay Government, nor the strikes that arp by, the 

City. I do not know, Sir, whS wSip r.® Bombay 

ed for bringing in a dilatory motion ami forclnn^thri 

because looking at the Standing Orders one S accept it ; 

any non-official Member to bring in -i impossible for 

Government bring forward a nfotion foi SiSr ® Select Committee, if 

ernment had brought forward the motion Sh Gov- 

for a Select Committee and left it to the Homp °^>f“ally intended 

they preferred. Sir, the only .reason that SriT 

Industry and Labour has advanced is that there for 

c lb no tune. 
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to know who is to blame for it. Why should Government have decided to 
have such a short Session of three Aveeks when tAVo important Bills were 
before the House ? Government knOAV from their past experience that in 
a House of 144 Members, eacli party and men Avho wish to express their 
opinions on the Bills must speak, and necessarily therefore that involves 
time ; and>I would like to knoAV from the Honourable Member for In¬ 
dustries and Labour Avhy he did not think it jiroper to request Got'ern- 
ment, in view of these two,important Bills coming before the House, to 
have the Session prolonged. Sir, I consider this Bill to be more impor¬ 
tant than the Bill which wiU be debated on Monday next, the Public Safety 
Bill, for this reason that the commercial community, both European 
and Indian, in Bombay had sent a wire and requested the Government 
not only to publish the Bill but to take immediate action and bring up 
this BiU. The Honourable Member for Industries has told that the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bombay made a representation to them as far back as 1924 ; 
and still the Government of India have not thought it proper to bring for- 
Avard a motion for Select Committee. I think. Sir, Government should 
realise the responsibility which they are taking by prolonging a measure 
of this importance. 

As regards the point made by mj' friend, Mr. Joshi, that the labour 
leaders were anxious for a conciliation board - or for conciliation, but 
that the millowners did not come forward in the manner they liked, I 
would ,like to reply to him by the speech which I-Avill just read of Mr. 
J. B. Petit, the Chairman of the Bombay Millowners Association, delivered 
recently in Bombay : 

‘ ‘ Por our part, ’ ’ 

he continued, ‘ ' ' 

‘‘ we have done everything ive could to end this deadlock. Those Avho have followed the- 
long negotiations for the setting up of a conciliation board would testify to the sincere 
anxiety of the owners for a fair and just settlement. But on cA’^erj' occasion it is the 
strike leaders who, after securing the maximum concession, broke avay by insisting upon 
impractical demands. We agreed to the conciliation board; Ave agreed to the terms of 
reference ; we agreed to the inclusion among them of the consideration of all the IT 
demands. The essential preliminary of all efforts at conciliation is the suspension of 
all bellicose activities. This the strike leaders rvould not agree to, except on impossible 
conditions. ’ ’ 

I hope my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, Avill realise that if he agrees to 
a conciliation board he cannot continue the strike for that period. 

"Mr. N. M. Joshi -. May I put a question to my Honourable friend ? Is 
it provided in the present Bill that strikes must be suspended before the 
court 9 f inquiry’" or a board of conciliation is to be' appointed ? 

Mr, Fazal Ibrahim RahimtuUa : It is provided liere to make the strike 
impossible by giAong notice to the owners that you are going to strike.... 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; I am afraid you have not read the BiU. 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim RahimtuUa : So that those OAvners Avho know that 
there is going to be a strike can find other, men to take their places. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : It is not laid doAvn here that every strike is illegal. 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim RahimtuUa : No ; hut it is made penal. 

'Mr. N. M. Joshi ; It is not. 
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Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla : Of course it is. I hope Government 
will explain, apart from the reason that they have given, namely, that 
there is no time, the responsibility they have taken in asking this House 
to accept a dilatory motion, 

Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah (Ganjam mm Vizagapatam : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, the Honourable the Mover of this Bill in speak¬ 
ing on the Public Safety Bill stated that Labour was in its infancy, 
that it wanted the protection of the Government and the Government 
would therefore not onlj'- protect it against outsiders, but also against 
itself. This shows that Government, wants to treat Labour as an in¬ 
capacitated person and to constitute itself as its trustee. This role of 
trustee is not new to us. Government constituted itself the trustee 
of India and Indians so long ago as 175 years back, and it still continues 
to consider Indians as perpetual minors. Government, Sir, now threatens 
to assume this role with respect to Labour, Indians, I must submit, can 
no longer be deceived by such assumptions and Labour might very well 
say, “ Save me from' such friends ”. H, for this statement of mine, any 
justification were necessary, the Bill before the House affords ample 
proof. 

The intention of this Bill is said to be to further the interests of 
Labour. ' But, Sir, I find that the Bill would help the Employer and not 
the Labourer at all. It places many impediments in the way of Labour, 
while creating facilities for the Employer. The Bill, I may characterise, 
Sir, without anj' exaggeration, as verj’^ reactionary and mischievous. In my 
opinion, no mending of this Bill will set matters right ; if, really, it is 
to be of any use to the public, it must be ended or it' must be completely 
overhauled or another Bill with a better and more liberal spirit should 
be conceived and introduced in this House, 

The object of this Bill is stated to be to prevent strikes and- to 
settle trade disputes. To give effect to the objects of this Bill, certain 
tribunals are to' be brought* into existence. 

The Bill makes provision for Government being the sole judges for 
determining if these tribunals should or .should not come into existence ; 
and when these tribunals are brought into existence, the appointing 
authority is made the Government-itself, and what are these judges to do, 
when they' are appointed to these tribunals ? They are not to decide 
Iradc disputes finally befaveen the parties, but they are merely'to make 
recommendations or reports t-o Government on which the Government 
might or might not act, at its pleasure. 

It is a well-known fact. Sir, that in this country the Government is 
the largest Employer of Labour. It owns almost all the Railways jn 
this country, and the trade disputes are, generally, between the Govern¬ 
ment as Employer and the Labourers as Employees. In countries where 
the Government is not an Employer, there is at least some justification 
for Government taking upon itself the duty of appointing judges to these 
tribunals.. In these eircnmstance.s. Sir, in a country like India, the 
decisions or the results of the inquiry by these tribunals will he suspected 
to be foregone conclusions. The chief drawback of Government ap¬ 
pointing judges is that it is Government. As a rule. Sir, in. almo.st all 
countries the Government commands the confidence of Emplo.ycr.s more 
than that of Labourers, except in counti-ies such as Australia where 
the Government is controlled by Labour. In spite of these disadvantages, 
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Sir. I admit there can be no better agency than Government to bring 
into existence machinery to settle these trade disputes considering the 
resources, information and facilitics it commands. In the circumstances, 
Sir, we cannot help accepting Government agency as an inevitable evil. 
The only thing to be done therefore is to try and minimise the evils 
that attend upon Government being the agenej' for bringing these 
tribunals into existence. This can only he done. Sir, hj' making these 
tribunals altogether free of Govexminent control and making them not 
subordinate to but independent of Government. This can be done in 
several ways. One of the ways is. 

Mr. President : These are matters of detail. The Bill is going to the 
country. It is not going to the Select Committee. 

Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jo^ah ; Sir, I am making certain sugges- 
tion.^- so that the public may give expression to tlxcir views on these 
suggestions. 

Mir, President; You are a member of the public. 

Whr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah ; Then, Sir, as has been pointed out 
by my Honourable friend, hir. Se.sha Ayj'angar, tliere are other provi.sions 
of this Bill which are very dangerous. For instance, the Bill makes pro¬ 
vision for these tribunals to make inquiries in private, ,that is, confi- 
’ dential enquiries. This provision, Sir, especially in the present state of 
conflict between the Employer and the Employee will be considered very 
dangerous and it should be very strongly opposed. 

There are also other powei's, which this Bill gives to these tribunals, 
such as those of adjourning their proceedings with a view to effect com¬ 
promises. This is a provision, Six’, which is detrimental to the interests 
Of labour, because this makes the proceedings dilatory, and it would 
.affect Ibe Labourers more than the Bmployei’S, because it would starve 
the Labourers and they cannot stand the prolonging of these proceedings. 

Then, with regard to the public utility sermce, provisions that have 
been incorporated in the Bill, I would like to say only one word. These 
are altogether one-sided. As has been pointed oxxt by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Joshi, while it provides penalties for giving up service with¬ 
out notice, or without permission, so far as the Employees are concerned, 
it provides no penalties for the Employers. Thei’e is not one word 
breathed, in any part of the Bill, about the right of Employees to be 
allowed to work, unless dismissed, aftKir due inquii'y or for proved 
misconduct. 

The penal provisions. Sir, which are embodied in this Bill again are 
of a very- dangerous character and give arbitrary poxvers to Government 
and leave a very wide door open to harass and punish disinterested public 
workers in the cause of labour. I wish to make only one other observa¬ 
tion with respect to the provisions in the Bill. Sir, with regard to the 
provision of admitting “ black-legs " into the Unions, the Bill provides, 
in fact insists, that persons failing to abide by the decisions arrived at 
by Unions should be admitted into the Unions. I submit. Sir, this will 
give free scope for Government' spies and .Employers’ agents to swarm 
into the.se Unions and to sabotage their ,growth. 
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With regard to this JSill being copied from the Trade t)isputes 
(Amendment) Bill that was lately passed in Great Britain, I may say. 
Sir, that Labour is in its veiy infant stages in this countr.y, and therefore 
all the provisions that were passed in Great Britain should not be 
copied and introduced here. Further, there is a great difference between 
Great Britain and this countiy with regard to Labour; As I have already 
pointed out, Sir, in this country Government itself is, to a large extent, 
the Employer, whereas in Great Britain and other countries the case is 
different ; ’tlierefore there is no analogy between the conditions prevail¬ 
ing in Great Britain and this country in that matter. 

1 have, in these circumstances, no hesitation in saying that this Bill 
is a deliberate and unjustifiable attack on the elementary rights of 
Laljour. In this connection I am glad to observe, Sir, that the Chamber 
of Commerce of Calcutta has lately passed resolutions condemning this 
Bill. 


Sir Pushotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber : Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, I want to say a few words in connection with the 
remarks that fell from my Honourable friend Mr. Cocke this moi-ning. 
It is quite true that the Indian Mei-chants’ Chamber, Bombajq coupled 
with the Bombay Chamber of Commerce did send a wire to the Govern¬ 
ment of India hoping that this Bill ivould be published immediately and 
that it might be possible for Government to see the Bill through this 
Session. The point, however, to remark is—and that is why I claim 
the attention of the House for a few minutes—that at that time we did 
not knoAV that the Bill had been drawn up in the manner in which it 
is before the House. My Chamber felt that this Bill would be on the- 
line.s of the Bill circulated by the Government of Lidia in 1924, and the 
third part of the Bill against which we have heard so much from Mr. 
Joshi, Mr. Jogiah and others, my Committee were not av/are, would form 
part of this Bill. Obviously, if the Government of India want to include 
in this Bill these clauses which are highly contentious, it is only, right 
that the Government of India should circulate the Bill and not consider 
it in this Session.' 

Sir, my Chamber are anxious that there should be devised some 
g method of putting an end to these labour strikes and 

differences, but the Government of India have, if I 
may say so, a great knack of trying to close the stable door after the 
horse has flown. Strikes have been and are on and one does not know 
what may not happen during the next few months. I reaUy wonder rvhy 
the Government of India think it necessary to put in this Bill, some parts 
which make the Bill a highly contentious one. The position of my, 
Chamber can be summarized as follows :—Legislation regulating indus¬ 
trial disputes is long overdue, but thej’- were anxious that such legislation 
will help in the prevention of such disputes and not be the cause of 
either repression of or injustice to the woi-ldng class. I hope that when 
the l^ill comes back to this House after being circulated, the Government 
of India will be able to devise some method bj" which the non-contentions, 
or the least contentious part, of the Bill may pass through the Lcgi.sla- 
ture and the rest may be discussed at leisure. 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : Sir, I have no intention to 
reply to the various points that have been raised by the earlier speakers, 

*L14fiI.A z 
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because most of them I think are points which can very Avell be discussed 
in Select Committee. MaPy of them are interesting and some of them are 
important, bxit I thinlc the time for discussing them is not now. There is* 
one point, however, which is directly relevant' to the motion for cir¬ 
culation which was raised by my friend Mr. Se.sha Aj-yangar, and that 
is that we should take special steps to see that in the circulation of this 
Bill it should be brought prominently to the notice of the trade unions 
and other similar bodies who are directly interested, and my friend 
Colonel Qidney raised a similar point about the Anglo-Indian and 
Domiciled European Association. Well, Sir, I think I can say that while we 
employ the ordinary machinery of circulation, I shall certainly do my 
best to see that Honourable Members’ wishes are followed in these matters 
by special instructions to Local Governments. That, Sir, is all I xvish to 

Bay. 

Mr. President ; The question is : 

‘ ‘ That the Bill to make pro^nsion for the investigation and settlement of trade dis¬ 
putes, and for certain other purposes, he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions 
thereon. ’ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 


THE DANGEROUS DRUGS BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Finance Member) : Sir, 
I beg to move that the Bill to centralise and vest in the Governor General 
in Council the control over certain operations relating to dangerous 
drugs and to increase and render uniform throughout British India the 
penalties for offences relating to such operations, be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinions thereon. 

Sir, the Bill, though it loolcs bulky, is really a simple one. Its 
objects are two-fold, firstly to centralise and vest in the Governor General 
in Council the control over certain operaEons relating to* dangerous 
drugs, and secondly to increase and render uniform throughout British 
India the penalties for offences relating to such operations.^ As men¬ 
tioned in the Statement of Ob,iects and Reasons, the measure is intended 
to implement certain obligations undertaken by the Govez'nment of India 
by ratifying the Geneva Dangerous Drugs Convention of 1925. 

Sir, I move. ' - 

blr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyahgar : Sir, I have no desire to interrupt 
the course of business in this House by any lengthy speech, but I wish 
to state a few points with reference to this matter. I find, Sir, that 
this Bill is already a highly belated Bill and still the Government indixlge 
in making a dilatory motion also. It has been the unfortunate lot of this 
country that from the very beginning Government have been persisting 
in their policy relating to opium and dangenous drugs more actuated by 
considerations of revenue than by considerations of the health and 
■■morality of the country. Sir, I do not propose to go into the old history 
-at this moment, because I have on several previous occasions discussed 
before this House the ancient history, and to bring it up to date it fs 
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beyond doubt that this Government have been so obstinate with reference 
to their policy relating to opium that they have never attempted to • 
xecede a step from it. Sir, the most unfortunate thing for this country- 
was that, while some attempts were made by philanthropists in England, 
to bring this Government of India into a state of morality and ethics 
towards their people and subjects, the unfortunate Commission of 1893, 
the Royal Commission, came with the object of settling matters and dictat¬ 
ing certain principles to this Government, But then my Honourable 
friend’s predecessor in office. Sir David Barbour, put a strong spoke in 
the wheel and pulled the Commission by the nose with his cry of 6 mil¬ 
lions of revenue from opium, and therefore it was that the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Commission, which were expected to be favourable to this 
country, became most unfavourable and most unfortunate. But, Sir, 
luckily for the world at large and for this country in particular, the' 
League of Nations came in and began to agitate this question over and- 
over again, and, while all the other nations represented in the League 
were in favour of bringing opium consumption to such a state that nothing 
but quantities needed for medical and scientific use should be allowed 
to be manufactured. This country repi'esented by its British delegation 
which I once before remarked only plays second fiddle to the British 
delegation from England, put so many obstructions that until it was 
absolutely diluted they would n,ot give their consent to it. In this course, 
Sir,' they have on various occasions before the League of Nations never 
spared the leaders of this country and slandered them to the utmost. 
They have slandered Mahatma Gandhi ; they have slandered other poli¬ 
tical leaders of this country, by saying that they never once objected 
to the opium policy of the Government of India. Sir, Mr. Campbell 
dared to make some such statement which was cabled here by Mr. Andrews. 
And, Sir, the same slander was echoed by mj’- Honourable friend who 
, has now become our colleague, Mr. McWatters. Sir, the Honourable 
Mr. McWatters said in the Council of State in words which I quoted on a 
previous occasion : 

“ The Honourable Mr. McAVattcrs, on behalf of Government, regretted that except 
for a few workers like Mr. Andrews, there had been very little public opinion expressed 
in this matter, and said that the Indian National Congress discovered this opium ques¬ 
tion only last year.” 

Then after maldng that statement ; 

“ Even though he had declared this in such strong terms, we arc told by the 
Honourable Mr. McATattcis that there has been no public opinion in this country con¬ 
demning the policy of Government in this matter.” 

Sir, he is evidently ignorant of the agitation that has been going on 
for a long time. In fact, the late Mr. Gokhale gave his life to this ques¬ 
tion and sacrificed his life without any effect. Sir, leader after leader 
in Congress after Congress from public platforms on many occasions 
have condemned the opium policy of the Government of India and still 
this Government would not yield an inch and yet they slander thes6 
very leaders behind their backs to their heart’s content. But, Sir. we arc 
glad that now at least the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra' has 
come up with a Bill of tliis kind. But I am perfectly certain that this 
Bill, even if it is passed into law as it stands, would not give anj’- real 
benefit to this country, unless it is thoroughly changed. Sir, in 1923, in 
the League, the American delegate pressed., strpngly for two things rvliicH 
if this Government had any responsibility towards their own subjects 
' L149IjA x2 
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sKould have been immediately accepted , vithout any objection being 
raised.. , 

“ In May 15)23 the Aineric.an delegate asked that tlio lollowing two propositions- 
should be incorporated, namely :' ’ , 

1. If the purjiose of tlie Hague Opium Convention is to be achieved according to • 

its spirit and true intent it must bo recogiiiy.cd that tlic use of opium pro¬ 
ducts for other tlmn medicinal and .scieiuific purposes is an abuse and not 
legitimate. 

2. In order to prevent the abuse of these drugs, it is necessary to exercise the- 

control of the production of raw opium in sucli a manner tliat there will 
be no surplus available for uon-mcdical and non-scientific purposes. 

Tlie representatives of the powers associated themselves with these sentimenta 
except India whicii made an exception‘with regard to opium.” 

Sir, on manj’^ of these occasions wlien the League of Nations meets our 
representatives they gire various versions about the necessity of opium 
in this country. They do not hesitate to sny that opium was a social 
and religious necessity of this country, and when that observation was 
reiterated by Sir Basil Blackett on the floor of this IIousc my friend 
]\Ir. Harbilas Sarda got up and objected to such a statement being made. 
But that is the way in which they manage the business outside the 
eountrj’', and within the country they were never tired of increasing 
their revenue, even by woiidng up the internal consumption when the 
expoi't to China was curtailed. 1 I'emember tliat the Ilonourablc Sir 
Basil Blackett brought a Ke.solution on the floor of tlii.s IIousc in 1926, 
when we of the Swaraj party were all out of tliis llonse, and even then 
he did not want to come to any understanding about the reduction of 
the internal consumption of opium in this country, but wanted to take 
steps with reference to export to other countries. The idea of protecting 
the subjects of this country has always been very far off from the 
Members on that side. 


Now, Sir, I will refer to a few Articles of the Convention. Article 1 
of the Convention was : 

“ Except as provided in paragr.apli 3 of this article with regard to retail sale, the 
importation, sale and distribution of opium shall be a monopoly of the Government and 
the right to import, sell or distribute opium shall not be leased, accorded or delegated 
to any persons w'hatever. ” 

Article 2 is : 

" The sale of opium to minors shall be prohibited. All possible steps shall be 
taken by the Contracting Powers to prevent the spread of the habit of opium smoking 
among minors. ’ ’ “ 


Article 3 is : 

” No minors shall be permitted to enter^any Smoking divan.” 

Article 4 is : 

“ The Contracting Powers shall limit as much ns possible the number of retail 
shops and, where smoamg divans are permitted, the number of divans.” 


Sir, these absolute prohibitions were required by the Convention I may 
also read another Article of the Convention, Article 5, which reads 

The Contracting Parties shall enact effective laws nr mo-rmfrnno 
clusively to medical and scientific purpose the manufacture ininorf a* t 

export and use of the substances to wlLh this Ster annhe^ distribution, 

f hwignc ol Nations has altvays 

icen verj partictdar. I wmh to ask the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath 
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Mitra -\vlietlier he has made ai^v* provision for these total prohibitions in 
the Bill which he has placed before the House. Sir, from clauses 4 to 3 
of the Bill before the House Ave find Avliat 'are prohibited and what not. 
•Clause 4 alone makes some provision for total abolition. All the other 
;(!lauses provide loopholes by sajnng ‘ ‘ He shall not do so and so...; . . save 
Under rules framed by the Governor General in Council or bj' tlie Local 
Governments.” - In fact this Bill is not for total prohibition, nor for 
regulating consumption, but to cover all the operations by Ava 3 ^ of rules 
to be framed bj* the Governor General in Council and the Local Gov¬ 
ernments. In-fact the Bill may be considered as an eye-wash ; the only 
principle underljdng it 'is to thr(OW dust into the ej’-es of the League of 
' Nations.' Next time thej”- go to the League they Avill say, here jmu are, 
we liaA'e passed a big legislation about this matter ; we have done our 
■duty to the rvorld and to our subjects. I would ask the Honourable Sir 
Bhupendra Nath hlitra whether all these things, Avhich are required to be 
absolutely prohibited according to the Convention, will be prohibited by 
the rules -to be framed under this Bill. Once we have passed this Bill 
■and c 9 nferred this rule-making power ou the Governor General in Coun¬ 
cil, the rules aauII never come before the House. All we shall have on the 
Statute-book is that rules may be framed and may be enforced and that 
licenses maj^ be granted under certain, conditions. But hoAV those rules 
are framed and Avhat the effect ,of tliose rules is never comes before this 
House for discussion on the door of this House for modification oy 
'extension. Therefore, Sir, for my part at any rate, I do not entertain any 
hopes that by this Bill there Avill follow that ethical reform which is 
absolutely necessary for nation-building. Not if this Bill goes on the 
Statute-book as it stands now. I have found, Sir, that Government look 
upon revenue as the sole consideration ip these matters. They would be 
ready to agree to the age of consent being raised to 15 because they do 
not lose any revenue by that. If, however,* Sir, a fee Avere to be charged 
on all marriages beloAV a certain age, the GoA^ernment Avould surely sup¬ 
port early marriages. That is' the spirit in AA^hich they carry on. I am 
we. Sir, that by this Bill nothing of any value to India Avill result ; 
it is merely a handsome pre.sentation to the League of Nations, to show 
how much they have done in standing by the Convention Avhich they 
-have signed. 

I do not propose to oppose this motiob for circulation at this stage, be- 
• cause no purpose is served by doing if It would only encourage the 
Government to carry on Avith the policy which they have hitherto folloAved. 
There is only one suggestion I Avish to make in the matter of the circula¬ 
tion of this Bill for eliciting public opinion. Care must be taken as to 
whom they consult in a matter like this. A warning has alreadj"- been 
given in the ease of the prcA'ious Bill by m 5 ’' friends Mr Sesha Ayj'angar 
and Mr. Jogiah, and I Avant to repeat that AA-arning here. So far as I 
have been able to see from my experience in this House of four or five 
years the procedure which the GoA'ernment follow in the matter of cir¬ 
culation is somewhat as folloAVS. If the Bill relates, for instance, to the 
mercantile marine it Avill be sent to High Court Judges for opinion. If 
, there is an amendment of the Succe&sion Act, then it Avill be sent to 
.Ghambers of Commerce for opinion. If the matter relates to the marriage 
reform of the Hindus, it will be sent to Christian missionaries for opinion. 

If the Bill relates to divorce amongst Qhristians, Hindus Avill be con¬ 
sulted. This is the manner in Avhich Bills are circulated for opinion. 
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'What is the ’ ^ood of getting' opinions like that ? Therefore, I -would 
request my friend Sir Bhupcndra Nath Mitra to take the opinions of the 
leaders of the people on this question. Let them not he abused and 
slandered any longer for not giving their opinions again-st the policy of 
the Government of India. And 1 v’ould .suggest too that in making 
their suggestions they ought not to deal with minor matters of detail, 
such as tlie wording of clauses, but go into the substance of the Bill. I 
would request the public men who are consulted to think deeply over the 
matter of how best to make this Bill really effective and useful by 
making suggestions as to total prohibition to be enforced in certain matters ; 
for instance, total prohibition of sale of opium to minors, to women,, 
factory workers, etc. These arc questions which they must take into 
consideration definitely and seriously. I hope opinions like that will be 
collected and I hope also that instead of shelving it again, the Honourable 
Sir Bhupendra Nath jMitra will trj' to bring it up as early as po.ssible 
in the Delhi session. 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Sir, I have listened 
with great interest to the .speech made by my friend hir. Duraiswaray 
Aiyangar. He has, however, overlooked one thing, namely, that 
this Bill leaves the existing hm about internal consumption of raw 
opium alone ; that is, it docs not propose to interfere with the-Local 
Governments’ authority in this particular matter. That being so. Sir, 
many of the remarks which fell from my Honourable friend are irrelev¬ 
ant for purposes of the present Bill. In regard to the other imint, that 
IS circulation, that, Sir, I believe, is a matter of procedure for the 
Legislative Assembly Secretarial, because the circulation w’ill be 
arranged for not by the administrative department but by the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly Secretariat. 

Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : May I ask the Honourable Member 
what he means in this Bill by “ inter-provincial transport,” ” inter¬ 
provincial export ” and ” inter-provincial import ” and with reference 
to the sale of opium whether he intends to do anything at all for the 
reduction of internal consumption ? 1 entertained too much hope that 
he was going to reduce internal consumption also. Am I to he con¬ 
sidered to be mistaken on that point ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Xilitra : The Bill has nothin"- 
to do with the internal consumption of raw’ opium. My recollection is 
that it Avas last year probably, or in 1926, that Sir Basil Blackett made 
in this House a full statement explaining the attitude of Government 
in regard to that matter. 

3Sfc. President : So all the trouble of the Honourable Member is 
n asted ? 


fes, I am sorry. I had some hope. 


Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar 
Mr. President : The question is ; 

• overlrtah. opeSJons ««= control 

throughout British Tndi. ?^ iangcrous drugs .-ind to increase and render uniform 

The motion was adopted. 
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T/ ' She Hohourable Mr. A, C. McWatters (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I move that the BiU further to amend the Workmen’s 
-Compensation Act, 1923, for certain purposes, be circulated for the pur¬ 
pose of eliciting opinions thereon. This Bill, Sir, as I explained on an 
.earlier occasion, is merely an attempt to correct certain defects which 
we have discovered in the working of this Act during the four years 
in which it has been in operation. They are mainl 3 ’- suggestions made 
by the Commissioners of Workmen’s Compensation, and for one of 
them, that relating to the extension of the Act to worlanen employed 
bj' contractors on railways, we are indebted to a suggestion made by 
my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi in our Standing Advisory Committee. 
On the more general question of considering whether the Act as a 
whole needs revision in mattem of wider principle we are simultane¬ 
ously addressing Local Governments. Local Governments have not yet 
been consulted on these details, although, as I have said, the Commis- 
.sioners for Workmen’s Compensation in some of the provinces have 
been ; but in a Bill of this kind it is desirable that the Local Govern¬ 
ments and the public should be consulted. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion v as adopted. 

Mr. President : I understand that the next two Bills*’ are not to 
.be taken up to-da 3 ^ 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar (Leader of the House) : That is 
correct, Mr. President. I regret that Sir Denj'^s Bray is still obliged, 
by illness, to be absent from this House ; the motion in his name will, 
if possible, be put down at a later date. As regards the motion stand¬ 
ing in my name, I do not propose at this time to move the motion.. 


ELECTION OP A PANEL FOR THE STANDING COMMITTEE FOR 
THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and ’ 
Railwaj’^s) : Sir, I move : 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect in the manner described in tlie Rules pub¬ 
lished in the Home Department N-otification No. F.-i9, dated the 22nd August, 1922, 
as amended by the Home Department Notification No. D.-79-i-C., dated the 30tli Janu¬ 
ary, 1924, a panel consisting of nine members from which three will be nominated to servo 
on the Standing Committee to advise on the sub.'jccts in the Department of Com¬ 
merce. ’ ’ 

Sir, I do not think it is necessarj-^ for me to say more than a couple 
of, sentences in support of this motion. The period of one year for 
• which the Advisory Committee of the Commerce Department was 
constituted in the autumn Session of last j’^ear is about to expire. It 
is therefore necessaiw to provide for its reconstitution and it is for this 
reason I have brought forward the motion. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

*1. Bill further to iimond the Indian Penal Code. 

2. Bill further to amend the Indian Liinilation Act, 190S, as passed by the Council 
of State. ' ' ■ ■ 
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ELECTION OF A COMMITTEE TO EEVIBW THE SEPARATION 
OF RiULWAY FINANCES FROM GENERAIj FINANCES. ' 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) : Sir, I move : 

‘ ‘ That tliis House do proceed to elect in such inunncr as innj- be prescribed by the 
Ilonourable the Piesideat tointocii inenibtrs to serve with the llonouiable the Uailway 
Member, the Ilonourable the rinaiieo jreniber and the rinancial Conuaissioner of K.ail- 
iv.'ns, as a commitlee to icviow the .separation of railway fbuince.s from the general 
finances of the eountiy in aecoidam-e witli the Ke-sohition adopted by the Legislative 
Assembly on the 20th September, 

I am moving this motion, Sir, in accordance with a promise which I 
made in my speech when I introduced tltc R.iilway Budget last cold 
weather. The terms ni‘ the motion have been framed iti the widest 
possible terms so that the Committee may have the whole field open to 
them and may be al)Ie to make any recommendation that scorns .suitable 
to them as regards the separation of railway and general finances.^ I 
understand, Sir, that before I gave notice of it, the terms of the motion 
had been shown to the Icader.s of the various parties and groups in the 
House, and I under.stand that they found it acceptable. I do not think, 
Sir, that I need sa}' more than that. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City ; Non-i\Iuhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, I am glad tliat the Railway Member has been as good as his word and 
has implemented his promise given last Session. At the same time, Sir, I 
think, there is a serious flaw in the motion as moved. Three oflicial IMem- 
bers are to be ex-officio member.s of this Committee and again, if I under- 
stand the motion correctly, the official Member.s are to vote in tlio election 
•of 14 other Members ; this would mean that Government will bnye a double 
representation on tbi.s Committee. 1 know it is nol tlieir intention co have 
a packed committee, but a committee as widely representative of the House 
as it is possible to secure ; and therefore T should like to have a clear.decla¬ 
ration from Government that they would ask ibeii- official colleague.^ not to 
vote when this election takes place on the day which yon. Sir, will fi.Y here¬ 
after ; otherwise. Government having three i\remb'’rs already might have 
3 or 4 more by their own official voting, which, I think, is highly nndesir- 
able and the House. 

Mr. President : What is the amendment of the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber ? 

hir. Jamnadas M. Mehta : I suggest to Government that Government 
should a.sk their official colleagues not to vote when tlie election of 14 mem¬ 
bers takes place, because they have three members cx-officio . 

Mr. President ; Tliat is not the proper way. The proper way for 
the Honourable jMember is to move an amendment. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : In that case, I shall move it with your per¬ 
mission that, the official members do not participate in the election of the 
14 members. {An Eonouralle Memler : “ That the non-official Llembers 
of this House do proceed to elect, etc. ”.) 

Mr. President ; That the non-official Member.s of this'l-Iouse do' pro¬ 
ceed to elect, etc. Is that the amendment ? . , 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Tes, Sir, that is the amendment. 

The second point which I wish to.'take is that the terms of reference lo 
the Ccmhntlee should be the widest ; they should include the question op 
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Jjidiaiiisaiioii and racial discrimination in Railway services and th.e griev¬ 
ances of labour ; these matters widely touch railway finance. Railway 
finances improve or deteriorate by the absence or otherwise of strikes. 
Then a great deal of discontent arises on account of racial discrimination 
■which affects the subordinate services particular!}’, in State Railways. I 
wish to be assured that no objection will be I’aised in the Committee when 
the-discussion of all these questions arises. 

With these words I move my amendment. 

Mr, M. S. Aney (Berar Representative) ; Sir, I support the amend- 
onent moved by my Honourable friend, ]\Ir. Jamnadas ibehta. T had thought 
that it would probably be -within j’our powers to prescribe that the election 
should be by non-official Members, but as my friend has moved this amend- 
anent I supjiort it. This motion comes before the House in pursuance of 
a promise already given. I think it necessary that the question should be 
thoroughly and esliaustively discussed. So far as the official hlembers are 
concerned, the provision of three ex-officio members is sufficiently strong to 
j)ut before the Committee the official view of the question, but it is really 
for the non-official Members of this House to decide whether the separation 
that has been made has been beneficial or not in the interests of the tax¬ 
payers, and it is for the non-officials to decide bow far the conditions wdiich 
were laid down have been strictly adhered to, and what modifications if 
any should be made in the existing arrangements. Prom that point of 
wiew the amendment is very important, and I do not think that the Honour- 

..able Sir George Rainy can have any objection to accept that amendment. 

1 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir. I should like to rise on a 
point of order. I have had no notice of this amendnient and was unaware 
that auy amendment -was likely to be moved. We have done all -sve could 
to take all the parties into our confidence, and it -would be very difficult at 
"this stage to ask Government to waive notice. 

Mr. President : Wjll the Honourable Member quote his authority ? 
Tinder vhat Standing Order is notice of this amenchnent required ? This is 
neither a Resolution nor a Bill, and I Avould like to know under -ivhat Stand¬ 
ing Order notice of this amendment is necessary. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I do not raise this point under 
any particular Standing Order. Sir. As I understand the case, it is 
within the discretion of the Chair to decide whether it is reasonable in the 
cireumslanccs that the amendment should be made. The point I ■\vi&bed 
io make, -was that it is hardly fair, wdien -we have tried from onr side of the 
House to take all parties into our confidence and get the motion into a form 
which all parties could accept, to have an amendment moved at the very 
last moDjent like this. 

Mr. President : If the Honourable Member will satisfy me that the 
'Chair has discretion, the Chair -svill exercise that discretion. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I am prepared to accept that 
posilion. 

Mr. President : I think the best course is to take this matter up on 
Monday or .some other day. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Slight I suggest one point ? We 
do not Icnow' on what date the matter may be brought up, and as there will 
be further procedure in the way of electing the Committee after themotion 
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has been passed, it might be inconvenient to the iMembei’.s of the House ■ft’ha 
arc anxious to lake part in Ihe^election because they might be compelled to 
leave Simla before the election came on. 

Mr. President : When was this eirculated to Honourable Members ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons (Financial Commissioner, Railways) ; 1 am 

afraid I do not know the exact date. It was circulated I think two or 
three days ago, possibly the day before yesterday. 

As I have risen I would like to explain what occurred. The reason why 
three official klembers were mentioned by their offices in the motion was 
because by the time this Committee;meets, the Honourable the Finance Mem¬ 
ber will not be the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Jlitra, and it is desir¬ 
able that the Honourable the Finance klember .should bo on the Committee. 
For that reason T approached the leaders of all parties and .showed them 
■the form of motion as it has appeared on the paj)cr and asked them whether 
the motion would meet with their a])proval. 

Mr. President : But the followers are not always loyal ! The 
Honourable Member will see that he has not even allowed two days for 
Honourable Members to consider whether they should give notice of any 
amendment. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable the Railway IMeinbcr is pre¬ 
pared to accept an amendment, omitting his name and my own from the 
list of those persons to serve on the Committee, and raising at the same 
time the number of members from 14 to 16. In that case the only non-elected 
nominee of Government on the Committee would be Sir George Schuster 
who cannot for the moment be elected to the Committee for the reasons 
I have explained. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : kly object in moving this amendment is 
not to delay the motion. Now that the justice of the amendment is obvious 
to the Government, and they have agreed that two of their nominees will 
contest the election, I would like to withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. President : Is it the pleasure of tlie House that the amendment 
be withdrawn ? 

The amendment was, by leave of the A.ssembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : 1 move : 

“ That in tlic motion the words ‘ the Honourable the Eailvvay Member’ and the- 
words ‘ and the Pinaneial Commissioner of Bailways’ be omitted', and for the word 
‘ fourteen ’ the word ‘ sixteen ' be substituted.” 

The motion Avas adopted. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Sir, I Avould like to enquire whether the 
terms of reference will be those that I have suggested. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, it is not my intention to lay 
'down any restrictions as to wliat this Committee may go into. It will rest 
on Avhoever acts as the Chairman of the Committee to decide that. 

Mr. President,; The question is : . . 

” That the following motion, as amended, be adopted : 

_ ' That ttiB House do proceed to elect in such manner as mav be. proscribed by the 
Honourable the President sixteen members to serve" with the Honourable 
, . , the, iinanpe-Member as a committee to review the-aeparation of railway 
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finances from the general finances of the country in accordance ;with the 
Resolution adopted hy the Legislative Assembly on the 20th September, 
1924’.” ' . , 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : I may inform the Assembly that for the purpose of 
election of members to both these Committees, the Assembly office will be 
open to receive nominations up to 12 Noon on Saturday, the 22nd Sep¬ 
tember, 1928, and the elections, if necessaiy, will take place in this Cham¬ 
ber in accordance with the principle of proportional representation by 
means of the single transferrable vote on Tuesday, the 25th September, 
1928. 


DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS. 

• Stamps. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Finance Member) : Sir’r 
I beg to move : 

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 1,85,000^ be granted to the Governor 
General in Coimcil to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of .March, 1929, in respect of ' Stamps ” 

The motion was adopted. i 

Administration op Justice. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Finance Member) : Sir, 
I beg to move : 

“ That a supplenientaiy sum not exceeding Rs. 50,000 be granted to the Governor-* 
General in Council to defray the chaigcs that will come in.course of payment during the 
year ending the SIst day of March, 1929, in respect of ‘ Administration of Justice 

Mr. E. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, this Supple¬ 
mentary Grant deals with one specific conspiracy trial in my own province 
of Biliar and Orissa. It is proposed to contribute from the Central Revenues 
a sum of Rs. 50,000 towards the expenditure incurred by the Government 
of my province in that criminal ease. In the proceedings of the Standing 
Finance Committee, I find it stated : 

” It was stated that the Government of Bihar and Orissa had represented that the 
Deoghar conspiracy case which was being prosecuted in that province, would involve the 
Local Government in heavy expenditure which was likely to exceed Rs. 2 lakhs and the 
Governor in Council had asked for a contribution from Central -revenues towards thh 
cost of the case in view of the fact-s : (i) that the trial liad little or no direct interest 
for the province, (ii) that the accused in the case were not inhabitants of Bihar and 
Orissa, .and (iii) that their trial in the province was only duo to the fact that three- 
of them were arrc.sted while on a temporary rdsit to Deoghar.” 

Sir, aceidcnrally—whether fortunately or .unfortunately I cannot say—my 
province happens to be known as a A’Cry healthy province. Natural^ every¬ 
body comes to my province for the purpose of a change of climate or for 
reasons of health. If any of the outsiders Avho happen to come to my pro- 
tnnee hatch any conspiracy, then a poor proidnce like Bihar and Orissa 
ought not to be burdened with the Avhole extent of the expenditure involv’ed 
in prosecuting such conspirators.. I would have liked A’ery much had the 
Government of India sanctioned the wliole expenditure of two lakhs ivhich 
thr. Bibar and Orissa Government a.sked for. The Bihar and Orissa Gov¬ 
ernment incurred or are incurring this hugCvcxpenditure on behalf of Other 
provinces anfi they must he? reimbursed to that extent. •' It-,would have bebh 
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better if the Government of India Jmd established a Supreme Court or some 
sort of Central Cotirl where (pie.stioii.s itfl'aatwg the various j)rovjnees shonhl 
he taken into consideration and such casc.s to be tried at ilie cost of the 
•Cential Government. A poor province like mine should no! he burdened 
to such an extent as 14 lakh.s and that for the reason that the alleged cuii.spi- 
Tators were arro.stcd in my province. 

Sir, I may say that my i)roVinec is very poor, Hccently, the Govern¬ 
ment of Bihar and Oi’i.ssa appointed a Hood iiupiiry coinmitlee for Jiiy .rnef 
of the country, Oris.sn. and the report has been sulnnitted. It involve.^ very 
benvj cxjmnditure on any Government if that Government would like to 
give effect to all the reconnnendations there to eradicate the causes of flood.s 
in Orissa. If I can take it as a precedent that the Government of India 
could contribute part of the expenditure of Provincial Governments, I can 
ask the Honourable the Finance Member to sanction a few lakhs of rupees 
■towards itiiproviiig the condition of the' people of Orissa as recommended by 
the flood cnqvtiry committee and that report may soon conic up before the 
Oovernment of India. I hope this precedent of the Honourable the Finance 
Member will be utili.sed in other ca.scs nho. I think it i.s’ a dangerous princi¬ 
ple that a jioor province like mine should be burdened with the remaining 
part of the expenditure in this Deoghar conspiracy ease which is more than 
lakhs of rupees and in which my province has no direct interest nor is 
any resident of my province implicated. It is either for the other pro¬ 
vinces to share the expenses or for the Central Government to finance 
the whole cost. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Sir. I do not want lo 
vva.ste the time of the House for any long jieriod. 

Mr. President ; What is the .sngge.slion 1 

The Honoimable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Sir, T lielicve it was 
■the poverty of ihe province of my Honourable friend Mr. Das that ojierated 
as a considt-rntion to the Standing Finance Committee in agreeing to this 
■contribution. Otherwise, I believe they were very doublful about e->tal)- 
lisliing a precedent. 

Mr. B. Das : Quite so. But T cannot understand from the argument 
'of the Honourable the Finance SIcmher why my province should hear the 
expenses of people of other provinces, whose people come to my province 
nnd coi'imit alleged conspiracy or sedition. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The answer to that i.s 
■that it is the usual arrangement. (Laughter.) 

Mr. President : The question is ; 

“ That !i si'pplonicntary sum not exceeding Its. .10,000 be granted to the Governor 
■Gcner.al in Council t<i defr-ny the charges that will conic in conr.se of payment during 
the year ending tlie Slst day of March, 3020, in respect of ‘ Administration of .Tnstice’.” 

The motion was adopted. 

CiviTj Works CENTUAt.. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Finance Jlcmhcr) : Sir, 
I beg to moA'e : 

... ■ (( Tjiat a supplementary suni not exceeding Its. 2,13,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in' Council to defray the clmrgc.s that will come in eourae of p.aymcnt during the 
year ending the .3]st day of .March, 1920, in respect of ' Civil Works Centr.al 
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Pandit Kirday Nath" Kunzru (Agra Division : Non-Muliammadan 
Rural) ; i\Iay I ask, Sir, what is the sum for which the residence already 
constructed tor Ilis Excellency the Gommauder-in-Chief whicli cost about 
four lakhs iuts keen sold ? The second question I would like to ask is' 
whether any attempt was made to enlarge the existing house instead of 
selling’t)ie building and constructing a new one ? '• 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters (Member for Industries andr 
Labour) : Sir, I think I can reply to that question. I do not know 
whether I would be in order in disclosing the exact figures, but I can 
assure the Honourable Member that the house was not sold at a loss- 
and the Government did not lose a penny either over the cost of the 
house or over ‘the cost of the land. Secondly, it was very carefully 
considered whether the house as it stood was capable of such extensions 
and improvements as would have made it suitable for the permanent 
residence of the Commander-in-Chief, and it was decided it was not. 
We had a'favourable offer for the first house and we thought it was 
really an economical and satisfactory transaction. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division ; Non-Muhammadan Rural) : How 
is it, these considerations did not strike the Government before ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : That is going back before 
my time and I can hardly answer that question. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

'' That a supplomentary sum not exceeding Es. 2,13,000 bs granted to the Gov¬ 
ernor General in Council to defra;s the charges that will come in course of payment dur¬ 
ing the year ending the 31st day of Match, 1929, in respect of ‘ Civil Works Central.’ ” 

The motion was adopted. 

* Capital Outlay on Cubrency Note Printing Press. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Finance Member) : Sir> 
I beg to move : 

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding Es. 3,30,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that ud]] come in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31st day of March, 1929, in respect of ‘ Capital Outlay on Currency 
Note Printing Press 

The motion was adopted. 


DEMAND FOR, SUPPLEMENTARY GRANT IN RESPECT OP' 

RAIL'W'ATS. 

Mr. A, A. L. Parsons (Financial Commissioner, Railways) : Sir, T 
heg to move : 

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 12,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in' Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during" 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1929, in respect of ' Audit ” 

This money is required for initial outlay in the current year on 
-making permanent the separation of Audit and Accounts on State- 
managed Railways where it has already been temporarily in force* and' 
on extending it to other State-managed Railways on which it is now 
proposed to inaugurate it. The details of the proposals which we are 
laying before the House have been fully explained in what i.s, I am 
afraid, a very lengthy memorandum, which has been in the hands of 
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Members now for some time. I regret that I should have liad to 
trouble the House with so lengthj’ a document, but I thouglit it dc.sir- 
able that they should liavc full details of the results of the experi¬ 
ment that has been carried out with their approval on the East Indian 
Railway for the last three years. And tho.se Members who have not 
had either the leisure or the inclination or both to read the whole of 
the memorandum will have found what is I hope a fair and succinct 
summap' of it in the proceedings of the Standing Finance Committee 
for.Railways, which examined our proposals very exhaustively, •After 
their report and in view of the fact that .the memorandum does go 
into such detail I do not' think I need detni7i the House very long with 
preliminary remark.s. 


There are, however, one or two points which I should like to make. 
It may occur to some Honourable Alembers from the recital of our activities 
which we have given in this memorandum that we arc making some- 
•what extraAMgant claims on behalf of the work of the Accounts De¬ 
partment Avhich has been under me and my predecessor for the last 
3 years. That was not our intention. Our intention was merely to 
show exactly what had been done Avhile the accounts had been separat¬ 
ed. I myself agree in fact entirely with the judgment which has been 
passed by the Auditor General on the results of this separation. He 
has pointed out quite rightly that theoretically the same results might 
have been obtained had Audit and Accounts not been separated ; but 
as he has also pointed out that is merely a theoretical point. What h6 
says is : 


“ All this is in theory only. In practice it is rc.'illy inipn.5sil)!e-to speculate Itow 
much of the -work both on the side of accounts as well as of audit would .-ictu:illy have 
been effected without separation. The fact remains that anything like the same measure 
of iniprovenient, reforms and cconomic.s have not been etTceted in ’the past by the 
combined Audit and Accounts Department !iiul a very strong ])oint in favour of the 
separation is that all this has been acconipliblied in ;i short space of time.” 

I think I can claim for the Acconnt.s Department which has been 
under my predeces.sor and myself that it has taken very great pains 
to improve the accounting .system on the East Indian Eailway and I 
believe that elaijn tvould be substantiated by Ilfembers here who are 
on the Public Accounts Committee. A large number of cases came 
before them in Avliieh, owing to the efforts both of the xVccounts and 
of the Audit people, irregularities, had been traced out and remedied. 

The proposals do not only include the extension of the separation 
of’’Accounts and Audit from the East Indian Railway'to other State- 
managed Railways. They also include tlie making permanent of the 
present arrangements of the Clearing Accounts Office. When this question 
was discussed in the Standing Finance Committee for Railway.SAve had before 
us certain complaints ; in the first place, that the apportionment of 
foreign traffic receipts during the time the Clearing-Accounts Office had 
been in existence had become more inaccurate, and secondly with re¬ 
gard to the position of the clerks in that office. For these rea.sbns there 
Avas some -discussion in the Standing Finance Committee Avhether the 
right moment had come to make the present arrangements permanent. 
,The Committee decided. Avith one dissentient that the time had come 
to make the arrangements permanent hut at the same time it Avas 
decided that there should be an im’^estigation into these Iavo matters. I aift 
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mow in a position to lay information before the Honse'wliich I' did , not 
previously possess with regard to one of these matters, that is to say, with 
Teo'ard to the accuracy of the accounts which have been prepared in the 
(Clearing Accounts Office. In 1927-28 I find that that office dealt with 
transactions aggregating over 18 crores of rupees and that the 
finally admitted irregularities in apportionment of rating—^were under 
.Es. 16,000. That is to say, it was considerably less than one eleven 
thousandth of the total amount accounted for or, to give decimal 
figures, 0.0087 per cent. 1 do not think anybody could describe that 
as inaccurate working. 

With regard to the position of the clerks on which I myself have re¬ 
ceived many representations—and I know that Honourable^ Members 
in this House have also done so while there has been in addition some 
discussion in the Press,—it is particularly because of the position of 
-these clerks that I am very anxious now to see the arrangements made 
permanent These clerks have been transferred from a good many 
offices and their main complaint is I gather that at present they do 
■not know their position on the list of the office, their position vis-a-vis 
each other. Until we know that the office is going to be permanent, 
it is impossible to settle down and arrange the lists of the office in such 
a way that each man will know he has been properly placed and will 
.have no sense of grievance. It is also, I may say, impossible for me to 
take steps to provide accommodation for these clerks until I know 
if the office is to be made permanent. And the want of accommoda¬ 
tion in Delhi is one of the main difficulties to which these clerks are 
at present subject. It is for these reasons that I am particularly 
anxious that the arrangement with regard to the Clearing Accounts 
Office should now be made permanent. 

There are two further things I should like to add. First of all, in the 
memorandum it will be seen that there are proposals for transferring 
further work, the work of local traffic audit, from the State Eailways 
to the Clearing Accounts Office. On the advice of the Standing 
Finance Committee for Eailways I have decided to postpone those 
proposals for the present, particularly because thej’- would involve 
bringing more clerks to "Delhi from Calcutta and elsewhere before we 
have accommodation for -them. 

Lastly, I wish to refer to the methods wMeh we propose to adopt 
for recruitment if this House accepts these proposals. The superior 
'officers I think offer no difficulty at the moment. I am hopeful that 
the Auditor General will be able to produce for us a sufficient number 
‘of officers from the Indian Audit and Accounts Service to fiU most of 
the posts that will be created in the Eailway Accounts Service. For 
the future we propose to adopt exactly the same system of recruit¬ 
ment as obtains in the Indian Accounts and Audit Service, namely, by 
'open examination through the Public Service Commission. 

A point which is of greater difficulty is the recruitment of the subordinate 

staff. Now, I am extremely anxious mj^self to get rid of- 
the present haphazard methods by which clerks and other subordinates 
are recruited. You can never say that you are getting the best men 
by^ our present methods, and if I may say so, it is an unmitigated 
nuisance to persons in my position to have to receive 'almost daily 
applications from various people to confer appointments on somebodj^ 
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wliom they know. My idea at jn-esent is if possible to reeruit for both 
the Clearing Aeeotints Office and for other accounts offices, for po.sls. 
•of clerks and other .snbordinale.s by examination. I .sliould like to 
make it an open examination, that is to say, 1 should like to avoid 
■having to .select people to sit for tlic oxamiJiation, but I am a little 
doubtful whetlier that is feasible. We might be .so flooded with, 
application.s for the. examination, that it would be almost impo.s.sible 
to get an examination held. T propose therefore to discuss this- 
matter again with the Standing Finance Committee for llailways with 
whom I have already agreed to go through nil the rules which 1 have 
suggested for the recruitment of the .statf. 

I think, Sir, that is all I have to s;ay. The genesis of these pro¬ 
posals can he found in the report of that cli.stingui.shed Committee- 
which was presided over by Sir William Acworth. Thi.s Ilou.se helped 
in starting them when it agreed in 192.“>. (liat thej' should be tried out 
on a large .scale on the hJa.st rndian Kni'fway, They have si'nec been ap¬ 
proved bj’’ an eminent accountant of international reputation. In the 
judgment of the Auditor General tlicy have boon tried and not found 
wanting, and tliey have been approved, unanimously except in one 
minor respect, by the Slaiiding Finance Oonnnittce for liailways. 
They are also expected to load to a reihmtion of about Ps. 2 laMis- 
in the establi.shmcut co.st,s of Railways nnd to further cconomie.s for 
which no exact figure can be given, hut which may be about 10 lakhs. 

I know of no stronger arguments that f can use to commend them to- 
the House. 

Mr president ; The question is : 

“ Tliat n supplcinoiitaiy sum nol .exceeding,. 

(j\Ir. Neogy stood up in his place.) 

Does the Honourable kicmber wish to speak '? 

Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Division ; Ivion-Muhammadan Rural) : Yc.s,^ 
Sir. I shall try to imitate my Honourable friend. Ivlr. Par.sons. 

Mr. President : And be equally long ? 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : No, Sir I will he very short. Well, Sir, my ffirst 
quarrel with him is with regard to the procedure tliat ho ha.s chosen to 
adopt in bringing forward this important question of principle. I do not 
think that very many Members of .this House—particularly those who- . 
were not in the Finance' Committee—were aware exactlv of the import - 
of this Supplementary Demand. When on the last occasion, about three 
years hack, there was a motion made in this House for agreeing to art 
experiment being carried on with regard to the separaticui of Accounts 
and Audit on the East Indian Railway, the Honourable ^fember's pre- 
..^cessor..preferred to bring forivard a rcgnlar Resolution giving the essen¬ 
tial details of that scheme, and it was only after the House had accepted 
that Resolution that the .supplementary eJitimato seeking to gb'p financial 
effect to that scheme was brought up in this House. I do not know why 
my Honoiir.able friend has not chosen to follow that excellent precedent 
that he had before him in this matter, gir, apart from that, 1 do not 
think that this is the propm* time, just at tlie fag end of a day, at the fag 
•end- 01 the Session^ to bring up a question like this. .However, Sir, oji 
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tbe last occasion the atmosphere of the House was rather different from 
what I find to-daj' ; and the credit for that belongs certainlj' to the per¬ 
suasive powers of the Railway Department. When I went through my 
.Honourable friend’s memorandum, I ,was reminded of the usual type 
oi adveihisements of certain, patent medicines. All kinds Of merits are 
claimed by m 3 '’ Honourable friend for this scheme of separation. But 
when I turned to the Auditor General’s note, I found that my Honour- 
auie fi’iend the Financial Commissioner did not quite succeed in per¬ 
suading that hardheaded old, as he had most of my colleagues on this 
c;’de of the House. Sir, my Honourable friend has given a few lines 
from the observations of the Auditor General. If he had only given us 
a few more sentences from his note, the House would have seen that the 
.Auditor General is not quite sure of tlie position. He uses very cautious 
language. In one place he says he would have wished to have had 
•more time to consider the matter ; in another place he says : 

‘ ‘ I liave not been able to verify the figures. ’ ’ 

Then again he says : 

“ The merits that ha\c been claimed foi this s^’stem could as ’well bo claimed per¬ 
haps under the old sjstem. ” 

If an 3 ' Honourable Member desii*es to read out the "whole report here, he 
is welcome to do so, but I am not going to tire the patience of this House. 
Let us try to understand as briefl 3 '^ as possible tvhat this proposal means. 
At the present moment there are two .sy.stems of acconuts and audit 
wnicu are in vogue side by side in the Railways. On the Compan 3 '-manag- 
ed lines there is a separation of audit from accounts ; the accounts are main¬ 
tained by a stafl-' -which is under the administrative control of the Agent 
and the Directors in England. There is an independent audit carried 
on on behalf of the Auditor General b 5 ' Government Inspectors. This 
is the system which is in vogue on Compan\'-inanaged lines. The other 
S 5 '&tem is in vogue ou tlie State-managed lines, Avith the exception of the 
East Indian Railway. Under this State railway system, the staff which 
keeps the accounts is not under the administrative control of the Agent 
or the Railwa 3 ' Board, but of the Auditor General ; and tliat staff not 
merely keeps the accounts but simultaneously' carries on audit. In the 
ease of the Company .s.vslem of audit, it is a post audit, th.it is. a post 
mortem examination of the accounts on behalf of the Auditor General. 
In the ease of the State system, it is pre-audit—^that is to say*, before any’ 
expenditure is incurred, the auditor w'ho is also the accounts officer must 
scrutinise the proposed expenditure. These were the two systems when the 
East Indian Rail-vN'ay Avas taken over by the State for direct manage¬ 
ment. Noav, the proposal Avhieli the Acworth Committee had made for 
separating Audit from Accounts Avas then under consideration ; and the 
Government thought that-the best opportunity of cari-ying out the expei’i- 
ment of that imoiAO-sed measure had jircsenled itself Avitli the taking o\'er 
of the management of the East Indian Railway by the Government of 
India ; and therefore it Avas that that ncAv separated .system was gh'en 
a trial on the East Indian Railway. We are told uoav that that experi¬ 
ment has proved a very great success and therefore it ought to be extend¬ 
ed to the other railways systems. Noav, Avhen we compare the merits of 
these tAvo systems, I mean the tAvo systems that were tried on the East 
Indian RailAwiy, namely', the prcA-ious Company system and the present 
separated system, we must not forget that there is not any A'ery essential 

f erence in the principle of the two sy'stems. because as in the days of 
LUDLA ■ j, 
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the Company management there was an independent audit on behali' o£ 
the Auditor General And*'the''accounting was' cidne by a stafi' whicli was 
under tiie'administrative = control oi‘ tlie-AgciU,' ' Thai is more rtr le^s tlic 
sj’-stem‘Which iid'hou**sioughi' id'bb extended'to tlic other'Jifiilways. and 
to'which'a trial'liits biMjn’‘given on tluV Etisi Indian'Railway, 'riicre may 
be sonic ditTerence* hWe'and' i1Rtc' iii details, bill ■flu" main'principle must 
be admitted;' and •'has biHui'adh'iitfkl, 4o be' the saim-. Therefore. Bir, 
when it is'claiih'cd tlmt Ihe'hew se]3arated'',sysreni is a' shiperior sy-'iem, you 
are thinking of ir.system■ tvldeb iloes n‘0V‘'materially difier iVom tlie system 
with-which’you had'an opportufiit'y of'co'riipafing il,‘ 'J maiiitaiii that the 
Govem'm'eht'haVo* dot'■gor'siihUdtni't ma'ferials fo'jdaee'before this House 
^which'Would .i^tsfifj'^-tbeiiV in th'at' this eiperiinent' Inns do’monsi rat¬ 

ed' thesuperior-■■niCfifs bl'tli'e h'ew' s.vslem as ■fainip/ired' witli the old 
oi’thodox .system,’ namely, dlie'combin’isl .syst'eiii of niRHl '.P'ld aV'counts that 
has prevailed for so many years 'on tlic' Btate-mnuaged iinds," 

Mr, 0. S, Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Knmaon Divisions : Noii- 
Muliammadan Rural) : Question 1 

• I'ow, my nonournhle friend Mr. Ranga Iyer says 
. Qu(!stiou . i\Iy Jhmcui able trieml is ,•( miouiiin' of the Piiblie Aeeoiinis 
Committee, hut iiiifortnmilrdy he docs not care to read the rejiorts of ilic 
Committees of which he is a member, (.da Hovanrnbln Mnuhcr ,- “He 
iiever attended. ) At least he did not read tlic Report of the I’ublic 
Accounts (lommiUCQ held last year..;... .. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : hen you were a metuber. 

•- Blr. K. C. NeOg}'- : 'I wa.s, hut my Honourable friend is expected to 
read the Report_• • ■ . • ■' 

lyfr.. C. S. Ranga Iyer : I was a member Inst year. 

Member : lie was a member last year. 

‘ Q- Neogy : Was he ? Then I maintain that lie doe.s n<>t. 


ts mu?,'-. ^'+r■ 1 afraid, Sir, that the Hononrnhle .Member 

IS tailang througli his hat. 


Mr- K. C. Neogy i have never worn a hat in my life. 

Wcdl, Sir, tins question came up before the Public -iccounts Com 
mittee last j-ear, and-adtain reaulla It il.a ivovkina A P aa,’ vlo.a " 

mi w™'' ?’ li»i'"AV ^Tcrc PM Janvan l. ,lie Audit 

uda,something very illuiniuating to .say oh thnt'suh.iect. ‘ ' ' 

• P.pes tlie Honourable Slember oppo.se tliis grant ? 

•ultei S"" u“»5raSftl2fffaiTS^ *“ •'»' "« aopamiaa 

Man Ban„, 

^ »-vo .• ..' 

.-‘■I! lA ^3ie iOiswer i.s tii.it ii i.s 


■beeiiiat Sviirk." 


Therb-luisflieen tlic' 


tlio.sorutiuylof ithe olct'^stcm nf ’ 

» .on„A4.Ma .. 

tl.« n. 4 op«„d« aaCit, j,,- „„ i™r,eS?i, VK ?>»■«»•■«» aaa.'c tta.c 

's tii.itove-lmvo discovcml more in the 
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^or\u Inflian than we should have, say, on the 

Then the nest question w^as : 

T j- ' 5 ° ■*■ system of auditing nere iutioduced on the East 

Indian Kailnaj', tlien these irregularities iniglit not have come to light ? 

A'lr E. Gauntlett : “ I would not say that. But I quite agree with what I think is 
underlying your remaiks that we cannot get a decisive answer to the question whether 
the separation is inherently beneficial until we apply it to a State Bailway. ’ ’ 

That was the position ■which he took up on that occasion, and read 
bet-ween the lines, the present memorandmn of the Auditor General tvhicli 
has been placed before ns in this connection also goes to support this 
view. He says that it is very difficult to say whether this beneficial result 
would or would not have resulted from the combined system. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : "Will the Honourable Member say where the 
Auditor General says that ? 

K. G. Neogy ; I have read out from his own e'vidence before the 
Public Accounts Committee. 

Mr. A. A. L. Pai'sons : What page ? 

Mr. President ; Order, order. Does the Honourable Member desii'c 
to continue this debate on another day ? 

Mr, K. 0. Neogy : Yes, Sir ; I sho-uld prefer you to take it over to 
Monda 3 \ (An Ronourable Member : “ No, no.”) 

Mr. President : It is a very important debate, and I think tiiere are 
a good maiij' Members anxious to take part in it. I propose, therefore, 
to take it up on anotlier da}". 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, this is really not a Demand for Supplementary Grant at all. It is 
a Demand for the sanction of this House to two important matters, namely, 
the Clearing House Office and the confirmation of the separation of 
audit from accounts. 

Mr. President : To-morrow is Saturday, and the Leader of the House 
has agreed to allow the House to discuss the separation sclieme. But as 
leader’s of non-official parties have agreed to certain conclusions, T do not 
think tliat the debate rviU lake long, and therefore T projfose to .sit at 
half-past two. Is there any suggestion Honourable Members wish 

to make ? 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Is this to be taken to-morrow, Sir ? 

Mr. President : No, not this. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Half Past Two of the Clock on 
Saturday, the 22nd September, 1928. 




'LEGISLATH^E ASSEMBLY. 

Saturday, 22nd Septemhcr, 1928. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Half Past Two of 
the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


(1) ALLEGATIONS IN CERTAIN NEWSPAPERS OP PARTIALITY 

AND BIAS AGAINST Mr. PRESIDENT. 

(2) ALLEGED PROPAGANDA BY THE HOME DEPARTMENT 

AGAINST Mr. PRESIDENT. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Leader of the House) : Mr. President, 
I should like, with your permission, to make a further statement on a 
matter which recently occupied the attention of this House and which 
has since continued to be of the deepest concern to Govei'nment and the 
whole House. The discussion which took place on Friday, the 14th, on 
the question raised by the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition 
regax’ding comments made in the Press or elsewhere about the President 
of the Assembly has not, by common consexit. resulted in clearing up a 
situation which we all deploire 

In what I have to saj', my eaimest desire and the desire of the Govern¬ 
ment is to do what they can to place the relations between the Chair, the 
House and the Government on the basis of mutual confidence and under¬ 
standing which all agree should subsist ; and with this object I find it 
my duty to restate the position of Government in the matter and myself 
as Leader of the House. The Government is not less jealous of the dignity 
of the Chair than any other section of the House, and regard themselves, 
along with all other Honourable Members, as bound to protect the Chair 
in the discharge of the duties imposed upon it. (Applause.) Govern¬ 
ment have never had any reason on any occasion to question tlie strict 
-impartiality of the rulings that you, Sir, have given from time to time 
or of your conduct in the Chair and they have asked me to exixress their 
full confidence in the Chair. (Applause.) It follows that we must deplore 
and condemn, in common Avith Honourable Members sitting in all other 
. parts of the House, all allegations and comments in the Press or elsewhere 
that may appear directly or indirectly to reflect adversely .upon the 
impartiality of the Chair. It therefore also follows that in any action 
you. Sir, may think it right to take to vindicate the authority of the 
Chair in the matter of the reflections which Avere the subject of the recent 
discussion in the House or of any that maj’- be made hereafter, you Avill 
haA'e the full support of Government. I state this explicitly to remoA^e 
auA’ misunderstanding that maj’’ haA’c been caused bj’’ my previous state¬ 
ment on this subject. I rnn.'^t frankly admit that, the question haAung 
been raised quite unexpectedl 3 % I .spoke in less considered terms than I 
would have wished and Avithout due deliberation. I haA’e noAv stated 
above the considered vieAv of GoA’ernraent and exxxress my regret that my 
previous statement did not correcth- conA'ej' it. 
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The IIou.se has also had ils aftenfion drawn (o. allcf^af ions of a eain- 
paign, in.stigalccl by Govcrnracnl, against the Cluiiv'. T would ask the 
House to take it from me that, there is no foundation for sucli a charge, 
which could hardly have been made except, in an atmosphei’e eloiideci 
with .suspicion. T have, also, been a.s.snred tliat certain ofiieial Mcniher.s 
of the House have used expre.ssions impugning the conduct of the Pre¬ 
sident and for this 1, as Lender of the Ilouse, express my full regr-''t and 
theirs, and would assure bofli the Prcsidenl and the Jlou.Sf tliat, so far 
as Government can, they will take steps to ensure that there will be no 
recurrence. 


On the (iuestion of the relations between Government and the 
President of the Assembly, I would only ask leave to .say one thing ruon;. 
If at any lime—and 1 i.aake the supposition only to avoid any possible 
ambiguity—circumstances had ari.sen in which GoverumenI liad been 
unable to feel that confidence in the impartiality of liie (.'hair which is- 
nece.ssary for the dne discharge in this House of the functions both of 
the Chair and of Government, Government would at oiic<* have adopted 
the only ]iossible and straightforward cour.se of informing the Pn'sideiu, 
and bringing the matter before this House, 


I de.sh'e in conchi.sion to repeat and to empha.si.se that Government 
is, on all grounds, certainly not less coneerned. and in some respects 
perhaps even more deojily eoneernod, than any other interi'sl. in the 
prestige, dignity, mid authority of the Chair. (Apiilau.se.) I am grateful 
to you, Sir. for affording me thi-' opportunity of making my own imsition 
and that of Government ])lnin. Tt is the carnesi desire of myself, ns of 
tlio.se for wliom I speak, that, whafe-cer from time to lime may lie our 
political disagreements, wo may all unite to invest this Ilotise with an 
honourable tradition in the conduct of its affairs, and see tlint by lending 
our assistance to the Chair, who is tlic natural guardian of all interests 
in the House, this tradition should be constantly maintained. (Applause.) 


-VT (Cities of the United Provinces: Xon- 

iluhammadan Urban) : Mr. President, T congratulate the Honournhle 
t le Home Member on the statement he has ,iust made. It is conceived 
in a spirit of absolute fairne.s.s to all eoneorned. 1 take if to be a complete 
vindication of the Iionour and dignity of tlie Chair and of this .House 
against unworthy attacks and reflections from whalover quarter such 
mtack.s and reflections have emanated. On behalf of this side of the 
House i iully as^sociatc myself with the Honourable the Home IMcmber 
iiiiqualitied condemnation of the baseless aspersion.s cast upon the 

Prc.ss, for which we know the eorrespondent.s 
resnit fi Tclcamph and the Morninfi Post are 

tbpm -i-A ^ doubt that you, Sir, will lake sucli action against 

tnem as you consider proper. 

mentalPioneer against tlie Govern- 
I do the assurfiTiAA IToiise will iinliesifatiiigb' accept, as 

foundation for +bp n . ^^onourable the Home Member that there is no 
the further assnmiipp^'^+l' equallj’-sure tliat the House will welcome 

«ot less .icalous of the 

trSt that all s Son^ of this House and I hope and 

tuat ail sections of the House, whatever their differences inav he 
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on other points, Avill always combine to uphold that dignity to the best of 
their ability. 

The frank expression of regret by the Honourable the Home hlember-' 
at the conduct of certain official Members of the House who permitted 
themselves to impugn the strict impartiality of the Chair will, I have no 
doubt, be deeply appreciated by the House. The assurances given by 
the Honourable the Home hlember and the good sense of the official 
Members themselves wiU, I am confident, avoid a recuiTenee. 

I hope, Sir, that after the statement made by the Honourable the 
Home Member to-day the misunderstanding caused by his previous state¬ 
ment will be removed and that you and the House will accept his regret 
for having made that statement. In these circumstances, so far as the 
Government and the official Members of the House are concerned, the 
matter will, I trust, be treated as a closed chapter. 

In conclusion t desire to convey to you. Sir, our abiding faith in 
the strict integrity and impartiality of the Chair. Your rulings have as 
often been against us as in our favour, but I can confidently assert that 
there is not one Honourable Member on this side of the House who has 
ever doubted that they were jjrompted by anything other than strict 
fairness. It is indeed a matter of pride to us to find that in our first 
Indian elected President of the Hopse we have one who by common consent 
would do honour to the Speaker’s Chair in ^ny Legislature in the world. 

Permit me. Sir, to convey to you the assurance of this side of the 
House that we have the fullest confidence in the Chair and that it wiU 
always be our duty and privilege to protect its honour and dignity. 
(Applause.) • 

• Lala, Lajpat Rai (Jullundur Division : Non-Muhammadan) -. Sir, on 
behalf of m 3 ’'self and' the part 3 ^ which I have the honour to represent in 
thiS' House, I fully and unreservedly associate myself "with the remai-ks 
made by' the Leader of the Opposition. I repeat the congratulations 
which he has.given to the Government and the Honourable the Home 
Member for his very full and frank statement. I may add that tliat 
statement is calculated to enhance the reputation and dignit 3 ’^ of the 
Government and the Chair. I am fuUy confident that it ■will be received 
■with great pleasure throughout the country and that it will conduce to 
good understanding between the parties that are represented in this 
House. 

I also share, Sir, the assurances that have been given by the Honour¬ 
able the Leader of the Opposition with regard to the confidence of this 
part of the House in the impartialit 3 ’^, integrity and ability of the Chair. 

I believe that this unfortunate incident hamng been closed 'so happity, 
we shall aU in future be jealous of the reputation of this House, the 
reputation of the Chair and also of the reputation of the Government. 
(Applause.) I think. Sir, the Government and the Honourable Member 
who have done this honour.able tiling deserve (thoroughl 3 '^ and he<arti] 3 ") 
to be congratulated. If we iiroceed in this manner, I am perfeetl 3 '- sure 
that in future tlie relations between the two parts of the House will be 
much more pleasant and mucli more agreeable than they liave been in 
the pa.st. 

LlSlliA 
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Sir Pur.shottimdas Thcilmrdas (Tndian Morclianfs' Ohair<bf.'r : Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, .with groat plea.sure 1 Identify my.^elf with all tiiat 
has fallen from the Honourable the J^indil and Lala Lnjpat llai. I luive 
not the least doubt, Sir, that tlie Government of India Iiua-c on lids oecasion 
risen fully to the heat tradifion.s of any Govenimont and have proved 
their earnest solicitude for tlie prestige of this House. The statement 
made by tlie Honourable tlie Home hlcmbcr doe.s, if I may say so. groat 
credit to himself and to the Govcniment tliat lie repre.sont.s on the Trea.sury 
Benches. It is a gonnine plea.sure indeed, fjir, to see that a Hession, 
which many outside tliought began with so much estrangement of fialing, 
as it was felt then, is happily now to end in complete understanding and 
cordiality in the Honse. >.othing better could have been expected and 
I wash to repeat the assurance of my Party of our great re.spt'ct for, 
and complete confidence in, yo\i, Bir, as the President of tiiis House, 


Mr. H. G. Cocke (Bombay • Kuropean) : Bir, J desire on behalf of 
this group to express our approval of the course which Government have 
taken this afternoon and to congratulate them upon having taken that 
course. As I said on a previous occa.sion, no Party has .stood jiiore in 
support of the dignity and detachment of the Chair than the group to 
which T have the honour to belong, and this Party will never allow itself 
to he detracted from this course. Wc realise, a.s I am .sure, you, Bir 
realise, that in order to retain the full confidoncc of the House at all 
times it is essential that a President .should assume eonlinuonsly a cloak 
of strict impartiality and detachment. 11 follows that however much 
any ruling or any action of the l^rcsidcnt >nay he the subject of comme,nl 
on technical grounds, no hlember of this IIon.se is justilied in imputing 
partiality or wrong motives to the Chair unless he is prepared to bring 
the matter to the floor of the House, 


Na'wab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Kharn (East Central Punjab t Muhammadan): 
Sir, I desire to associate myself with the sentiments already expre.ssed 
by the other Party leaders aiid I congratulate the Government on their 
decision to give ample and adequate expression to their views with regard 
to the controversy which has lately arisen. I am glad that the srorm 
which threatened to involve us in some trouble lia.s passed oil and lef( 
ns in peifect peace and calm in this House, Sir, on behalf of my grouji 
I wish to express the feeling that you, as the symbol of authority, dfgnity 
and honour in thi.s House, de.serve, and have alway.s received the"con¬ 
sideration and obedience which you deserve, and* avc .shall in future 
maintain that tradition which has been maintained by this House. Sir. 
we have never questioned the legality of your rulings and I have no doubt 
that all fair-minded men will say that whatever decisions you have given 
have been accepted with disciplinary attitude and belunaour. Sir, on 
bebalt of my group I wish to congratulate the Government and I con¬ 
gratulate the House on the manner in which they have received the 
announcement made by the Honourable the Homo hlember. 

but 'i/ few ivords on this occasion, 

LS whieb I have 

irsaY what I haw .yy’* ““y. Mambers. I propose 

Member) and the Government ke rep^^enta Home 



MESSAGES FROM'THE COUNCIL OF STATE. , 

Secretary of the Assembly ; Sir, I have received two Messages from 
the Secretary of the Council of State.' The first Message runs as 
follows : 

I am directed to inform you that the Council of State have, at their meeting held 
on the 21st September, 1928, agreed without any amendments to the follo'wing Bills 
which were passed by the Legislative Assembly on the 17th September, 1928 : 

1. A Bill to amend the Indian Trade Unions Act, 1926, for a certain purpose. 

2. A Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, for a certain purpose. 

3. A Bill further to amend the Indian Life Assurance Companies Act, 1912, for 

certain pinposes, and to provide for the collection of statistical information 
in Tchpeet of insurance business other than life assurance business. 

4. A Bill to amend certain enactments and to repeal certain other enactments. 

5. A Bill further to amend the Madras Salt Act, 1889, for a certain purpose. 

6. A Bill to provide for the protection of the match industry.” 

The s^.ond Message runs as follows ; 

‘ ‘ I am directed to inform you that the Bill further to amend the Indian Succession 
Act, 1923, for a certain purpose, which was passed by the Legislative Assembly on the 
17th September, 1928, w.as passed by the Council of State at its meeting held on the 
21st September, 1928, with the following amendment: 

‘ In clause 1, for the brackets and word ‘ (Amendment) ’ the brackets and words 
‘ (Second Amendment)’ were substituted.’” 

The Council of State requests the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly in the 
amendment. ’ ’ 

Sir, I lay on the table the Bill as amended by the Council of State. 


SEPARATE OFFICE FOR THE LEGISLATWE ASSEl^IBLY. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Urban) : Sir, I beg to move the following motion : 

" This House is strongly of opinion : 

(a) that a separate Assembly Department should be constituted not later than 

1st December, 1928 ; 

(b) that the Government of Tndi.a should,bake immediate steps to secure the sanc¬ 

tion of the Secretary of State to that part of the scheme which requires his 
sanction ; 

(c) that the scheme submitted by the President and amended by tlio Government 

of Indi.T siiould be modified so as to provide : 

‘ (1) that the Assembly Department should be included in the portfolio of the 

Governor General ; 

(2) that the principal officers of the Department should be appointed by the 

Governor General in consultation with the President; 

(3) (a) that these principal officers shall be liable to dismissal by the Gov¬ 

ernor General in consultation with the President; 

(h) that other disciplinary action against these officers should be in the 
hands of the President subject to a right of appeal do the Governor 
Genor.al ; 

(4) that other members of the establishment should he appointed by the Pre- 

^ sident in consultation with the Secretary ; 
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(5) that tlicso oUior inombora oC the ostnblialimcnt slirril be liuble to be ilis- 

luisacd, or othor^viso punibhcd, by the President in eonmillntion v.itli tli< 
Secretary, sub.icet to a riglit of appeal to the Governor Geiii'ral ; 

(6) that questions of cxj)cndituro should be dealt with in the ordinary manner, 

but in ease of difference of opinion on any item of expenditure between 
tho President and the Government of India there should lie a reference 
to the Governor General, whose decision sluiH Ite final ; 

The House furllicr requests the President to eoniniiinieate this ojiinion to the 
Governor General for siieli adion ns he may be jilensed to Hike.’’ 


As the House is aware, this motion has a liistory behind it. It was as 
far back as 1924 that in answer to a quc.stion by tlio Ilonouraide kir. 
Neogy this information was elicited from tlic Governtnent. They .said : 

_ “ The question %\as exhaustively examined after the Inidunipe Coimnittie miiuiiiftea 

its report and it has been decided tlmt for tlie present, in the interests both of econoinv 
and of efficiency, it is desirable that ttie busine.'-s of the LeniHlature Hlirmld eontititie to 
be conducted by tho Legislative Dcp.artinent of the Goveniinenl of Indi.a.'* 


I hat was on the 1st Pebruary, 1924. Since then thoro has been some cor¬ 
respondence and eonversation.s between llio President and the Government 
on the subject and a scheme carefully worlietl out w-'is laid by the 
±resident before tlic Governor General. After a great deal of dclav 
due to one thing or another a despatch was .sent to the Secretary of 
State by the Government of India giving the sub.stanee of the scheme 
01 Lhe 1 resident and their own scheme and pointing out the difference.s 
between the two. That dcspatcli tvas unforttinatcly sent awav before 
tnis House was afforded an opportunity to discuss it.* Honourable Mem- 

made a statement to the House and upon that statement a number of 

addressed the House and a statement in reply 
made by the Honourable the Home Member the next dav The 

be allowed to remain where thev were 
suggested by you, Sir, that Party leadens 
might meet m your room and consider the question. Wc did nieef nnd 
we did consider the mntter, but m arrived at no deo 0 ^^ There 

Z Sr“ »vitation wo S again fto 

reenlf 5 Ji,““Uon that I have just read w,as tho 
of the Pnrfv conference. It represents the view 

the ^dew of In .some instances it docs not represent 

karty leaders and tl n unanimous view of the 

■was expressed at the oo-nfpri^ behalf of Government no opinion 
patch ?o the Seerttary 

I forgot to sav tbnt- nT ^ State which was under his eon’sideration. 
referred, the Honourable to which I lihve 

inform the Secretary of ^^'ndly undertook to 

request, on behalf of the t^nnfnT- of the conference and to 

to discuss the despatch which bn^^’i P^^mission to enable the House 
having been reSd thrSnntct to him. That permission 

and has since been "Onridcred'bV&I^Ute Xmb\r“, 

lie Honmrrble ti?PreS6nt°^“dr?n°tr “ l””* *'■» 

but It was felt that, as a tern corn J drew up, 

the direction of fully separatinp as a beginning in 

iiom all Government Departments ^'thethis Assembly 

tments, the motion that I have laid before 
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tile House would be,a satisfaptofy first step and it is only in tliat sense 
that I am moving it. Honourable Members will, I hope, be agreed 
that, in spite of the peculiar position of this Assembly, and its limited 
powers, it is in no sense subordinate to the Government and that it is an 
Assembly the Members of which have equal rights, no Member having 
any superior rights to another Member. It is therefore only proper and 
in the fitness of things that the establishment attached to the Assembly 
should also be independent of Government control. In fact, that is 
so in the House of Commons and I suppose—^though I am not quite 

—in the other representative Legislatures. Therefore, the one 
thing that we have to ensure is independence of not only the Assemblj' 
but of everything appertaining to the Assembly—its office and estab¬ 
lishment—^from the control of Government. The motion that I have put 
before the House goes a long way to secure that independence, but of 
■course^ not the whole way, and that is due to the peculiar conditions 
in which we find ourselves. If this were a House wholly elected and 
responsible to the electorates no difficulty would have arisen, because it 
would in the very nature of things have the fullest control of every 
Department. But the difficulty arises from the fact that the powers of 
this House are limited and it cannot exercise any control upon any 
Department or exert any influence on anything which is not specifically 
referred to it by Government. We heard the other day from the Honour- 
aole the Home Member that they have to this extent carried out the 
scheme of the Honourable the President—^that they have given a whole¬ 
time Secretary to thi^ Assembly who is not a Member of the House. 
But he still remains under the control of the Legislative Depart¬ 
ment. 

Now, that is the first and foremost thing that has been dealt with 
in m 3 ' motion. We do not wish that the principal officers of this 
Assembly should have,any connection with the Government any more 
than with any other section of the House and therefore m 3 ' first pro¬ 
position is that the principal officers should be appointed by the Gov¬ 
ernor General in consultation with the President. The practice in 
England, as the House is aware, is that the clerk of the House- is 
appointed under letters patent by Tlis Majesty the King on the recom¬ 
mendation of course of the Prime Minister and the Assistant Clerks 
are appointed under Signs Manual on the recommendation of the 
Speaker or in consultation with the Speaker. But things are different 
in England to what they are here. There the Government is in a 
majority in the House. The Prime Minister has the same controlling 
voice and is in the same position in regard to all the 
Departments of the State. Here we have just the opposite 
£tate of things. The Government is an irremoveable Government. It 
is always in a minority ; of course except on such occasions as it can 
siiatch the votes from one group or another (Laughter) and there¬ 
fore the Government^—that is one of the reasons in fact given in the 
despatch—^want to keep a hold upon the office of the Assembly. Well, 
j do not see any reason why one Party in the Assembty—and l submit 
with due deference that the Government has no more importance than 
pn3' other Part 3 ' in the House—^I should alone have a controlling voice 
in the office establishment of the Assembly, unless it be of course as 
Government and not as Members of the House. That is the strongest 
reason, I submi'i, why the Department should be entirel 3 ' separated from 
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the Government as such. The Government is a party in this House just 
as any other Party. Well, the objection to that I find at page 5 of the 
despatch, which says : 

“ The view wliicli the Govoriiinciit of India tJihc is tlait lilembers of the AsHCinbly 
Office, both tliosp now to be Iriinsfcrretl from tlie LcKiplolivc DeparUnont and alio 
those to be appoint eel latoi on to fill vacancie.s, must all be Government sen-ants.” 

J do not see any reason, Sir, why they must, but the rea.son given ‘ so long 
as there is a majority in the Assembly, which may at any time be adver.se 
to the Government, and ,on tlic support o£ which the President jnust 
depend for his contimianee in ofiice,’ the men apjiointed must be Gov¬ 
ernment servants. Now T do hope that no insinuation i.s made here ; 
but it seems to me to be .something wliich wpuld strike any render that 
the President who owes his office to the vote of the elected Memher.s, wa.s- 
perhaps not considered a suitable person to be ]ntt in charge of the office ; 
hut I hope no real insinuation is made here. At the same time I do not 
understand the logic of this. W!iy should it be that, because the Gov- 
enunent is in a minority, and because the President owe.s his post to the 
vote of the majoritj’’, therefore tlie office of the Assembly should remain 
under the control of the Government, that i.s to say the minority ? T sub¬ 
mit that there is no substantial reason given,—and on the contrary the 
icasons for entire separation from the Government are overwhelming. 
Now a difficulty has been created, or rather .suggested, in the despatch 
that you cannot^ have an independent office ; tliat it mn.si under the 
present constitution he linked to some existing Department or inclnded 
luider some portfolio of the Council of the Governor General. T am not 
aware of any definite rule saying that it must he so. But what is stated 
is : 


Now, that is an argument wliich goes to this extent, that the Government of 
liiclm IS a self-contained unit ; that everjiihing pertaining to the Government 
must belong to some Department or other of the Government: any Depart¬ 
ment that IS to be established must necessarily, therefore, come witliin that 
self-contained thing which is called the Imperial Secretariat. T .submit. Sir 
wp question. That is the very jioint upon whicli 

mHpnS Government. We say that it should be an entirclv 

mfW tb included in the Department.s which arc 

dSficultv fb"" But in order to obviate this 

and tbS’if n Plcased to observe that wo have .suggested— 

SiS V Deuawvit f we had the other daj-that the 

eraor Genera? Now be included in the portfolio of the Gov- 

veSnal device-?- '' «\device-I call it only a device, a con- 
practically comnletp technical difficulty and will ensure 

Now we Iniow that Hiq from the Government Departments, 

the Foreign and Poiitieal^ ency holds other portfolios—for instance, 
BOtag out of oue\ to ask 

oosiaes 1 And that this scheme to f ^ P“tttolin ; 

-^^ogue in'the Punjab whern'tbio° ^ extent is actually in 

•>- Oouncil-I mean fhe tveruor '’anf 

overnor—and I do not .see any difficulty in 
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that ; SO that the House will see that there can really be no substantial 
objection to the entire separation of this Department. 

Then we come to the question of the appointment of the principal 
ofScers and of the subordinate ofl&cers. Now, so far as that goes, we 
hai e followed, as far as we could under the circumstances, the practice 
in the House of Commons and we have substituted the Governor General 
for the King and the President for the Prime Minister. I do not see 
that Ave could make any better choice in the matter. We hav'e suggested 
that the principal officers of the Department should be appointed by 
ilie Governor General in consultation with the President. I think that 
’s as near as we can get to the practice in England. Then as regards 
the other officers, they should be appointed by the President in con- 
saltation with the Secretary. There in England, the appointments are 
made by the Clerk of the House, Avho has the right to appoint, to sus¬ 
pend and to remove any of the subordinate hands in the office. Hero 
the right is given also to the President, but in consultation with the 
Secretary. These other members of the establishment shall be liable 
to be dismissed or otherwise punished by the President in consultation 
with the Secretary, subject to a right of appeal to the Governor General. 
Noav that is an additional right. The Governor General has ‘the port¬ 
folio and in the case 'of the principal officers the Governor General is 
also the appointing authority, and it is but natural that the appointing- 
.authority should have the right to dismiss and suspend and take other 
acuon. 

Then Ave come to the question of expenditure. I will only briefly 
give you these details In regard to expenditure, as the House is aAA’are, 
the proposal of the Honourable the President was that the Budget of the 
establishment should be independent of the Finance Department. Now 
seme technical difficulties Avere found in that, and after a full con¬ 
sideration ,thc conference, to Avhich I have alluded, came to the con¬ 
clusion that the present arrangement under the circumstances Avould 
be followed Avith a slight variation—^that is, that the question of expendi- 
lure Avould be dealt with in the ordinary manner, that is through the 
Pinanee Department, but in case of a difference of opinion on any item 
of exiienditure betAveen the President and the Government of India there 
v.’'Ould be a reference to the GoA'^ernor General Avhose deci.sion shall be 
final. 

I do not think I can add A-^ery much profitably to AAdiat I have al¬ 
ready said. I hope the motion aauH commend itself to the Avhole House 
as a very desirable thing in the circumstances in Avhicli we are placed. 
Of course if I had my own Avay in framing this motion it would be 
framed in slightly wider terms. But a..s it is, it is only a beginning and 
I think it is a good beginning and I beg the House to adopt it. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Leader of the House) ; Mr. President, 
it i.s not m\ intention, for what I think must be obA’ious reasons, to speak 
on this matter with anything but extreme brevity. When Government 
originally decided to accede to what was understood to be the Avish of the 
House that a day should be appointed for a discussion of the general ques¬ 
tion of the As.sembly establishment, the main significance which Ave attached 
to sucli a proposal ■\vas that we should have an opportunity of hearing the 
view.s expressed by tlie House on this important question.' For that reason 
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I do not intend to enter into tlio merits either ol' the sclierae wliich is con¬ 
tained in the Government despaleli or o£ tliat -wliicli is outlined in the 
motion moved by the Honourable tlie Leader oJ‘the Opposition. I will only 
ask U( nourable Members to take note ol! the fact that in the jirojiosals whieh 
wep formulated in the Government of India’s despatch Government had 
quite fully aceepted the principle of a separate c,stablishment for the 
Assembly, and they proposed to give effect to it in such a manner as to 
theni .seemed most compatible with the present framework of the con.stitu- 
tion and administration. The views of the Government of India in the 
matter are .'>et forth fully in the despatch and I do not think it would con¬ 
duce to any great advantage that I should elaborate or recapitulate them. 
I have only one observation to make and that is that in the passage which 
the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition quoted regarding the position 
of Government in this House no insinuation ever was intended or implied. 
Honourable Members will realize that the circumstances in which tlii.s de.s- 
patch was laid before the House were entirely exceptional, and that course 
was taken in deference to a strongly expressed opinion. The despatch was 
of course not written with the intention at the time of its writing that it 
should be at this stage the subicct of a discussion in the House. But I think 
Honourable JMembers will do Government the .instico to recognize that in 
taking and in asking the Secretary of State to take this unusual course, 
they liave evinced a genuine and sincere desire to give the Hou.se the 
earnest opportunity of considering the whole matter fully' and without 
prejudice. Well, Sir, the position now is that the jiroposals'of the Govern¬ 
ment of India are before the Secretarj' of State. As the House is aware, 
he ha.s consented to postpone his conclusions till he is in possc.ssion of the 
f debate. But it will be recognized that, while the Secretary 

ot. state a nnancial sanction is required in any event to the creation of the 
proposed new appointments in either alternative, both schemes in their 
general aspect are matters of very great administrative importance. The 
Government aviII now be glad to have before them the opinions elicited in 
tins debate. They will themselves take tho.se opinions into the most careful 
eormderation and will communicate them with as much despatch as possible 
to the Secretary of State. 

Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullundiir Division : Non-Muhammadan) ; Sir I 
Tstlirl! Honourable friend. Pandit hlotilal 

correspondence has been given to the 
stated the reasons for the difference between the 
Government of India and that of the President. I would just 
aSivPfW the decision embodied in the motion has been 

wiP make tko represented in this House, because that 

held by the nmtion i.s the result of two conferences 

dent the Denntv Pi- . tie dil^rent Parties in this House, with the Prosi- 

^^tise. At the first con- 
patch of the Governments unanimously to let us see the des- 

so that we miffht be in n the Secretary of State on this subject. 

Government and the PreSdent abonf+l^^*^ difference between the 

• Mate the Government oTth Jv w“^^ I congrat- 

House and thus havinn enaWprl placed that despatch before this 

opinion on the points of differpnrJf+ 1 ° despatch and to form our 

points ot difference that existed between the scheme of the 
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President ^and the scheme adumbrated by the Government. Since thmi, 
Sir, -we have had another conference between the same gentlemen in which 
we considered those points of difference. I presume that the documents 
relating to this subject have been in the possession of Honourable Members 
for the last three or four days and that they have gone through them. There 
is the J'resident’s scheme ; there is the despatch of the Government of 
India to the Secretary of State ; and there are the comments of the Presi¬ 
dent on that despatch. These papers have been published in the form of 
a blue-book and the despatch to the Secretaiy of State has been supplied 
in a separate white paper. The points of difference between the two 
schemes have been briefly stated by the President on page 14 of the blue 
book. They are 6,in number. We took each point one by one in the con¬ 
ference Ave held and gave our opinion on each. The decisions arrived at 
were unanimous—all the leaders of the Parties agreeing to the recommenda¬ 
tions they have made to this House as embodied in this motion. I will 
briefly state those different points, so that the conclusions which Ave 
arriA’ed at may be absolutely clear to all Honourable Members, although 
they must liaA'e already heard those conclusions from their Leaders and I 
have reason to belieA’'e that the Parties have endorsed all that the Leaders’ 
Conferenee decided. 

The first point was, Sir, as to who should be in charge of this portfolio 
of the separate Assemblj’- Department. The Government of India in their 
despatch had stated, though not clearly, that the Assembly Department 
should be attached to some portfolio. The President stated that, if it Avas 
necessary that it should be attached to any portfolio, it should be within' 
the portfolio of the Governor General and the Leaders’ Conference has 
adopted that suggestion. Therefore, clause (1) of part (c) of this motion 
disiioses of that part of the points of difference. 

The second part relates to the appointment of the principal officers of 
the Department. The only point of difference between the Leaders’ Con¬ 
ference and the President on this point Avas that the President insisted—and 
he has not yet surrendered his judgment on that point—^that the appoint¬ 
ment should be made on his recommendation. We have substituted the 
word ‘ ‘ consultation ’ ’ in the place of ‘ ‘ recommendation. ’ ’ That is the 
only change which we have submitted for the consideration of the Govern¬ 
ment 111 the matter. 

The third clause stated that these officers could be dismissed or other¬ 
wise punished on an address by the Assembly to the Governor General to 
that effect. We liaA^e suggested a material change in that matter. We think 
that the authority appointing these officers should be the authority to dis¬ 
miss or punish them. That clause, as it stands now, is diAuded into two 
parts : one part relates to the dismissal of these officers,, which has been left 
to the discretion of the Governor-General, and the other part relates to the 
disciplinary action which the President might choose to take in case he con- 
sideis it necessary. The second part, nameh’-, disciplinary action, has been 
left in the hands of the President according to this recommendation, while 
the ajipointing authority will have the right and the power to dismiss these 
officers if there is any occasion for that. 

The fourth clause relates lo the other members of the establishment. 
The President thought that they should be appointed by the President on 
the recommendation of the Secretary. That has been practically retained 
ns it is. They can be dismissed or punished by the President in consultation - 
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with the Secretai-y. The only thing we have added to rliib is tliat tliere 
should be a riglit ol‘ appeal on the part of the mernbcr.s of the eslablishinent 
dismissed or pimislicd to the Governor General. 

Ihen there is the si.vth ])oint. The dispute wi.s that in case any iv- 
connnendalions for expenditure made by the President at the budget time 
were reduced by tbe Finance Department, this House could not increase the 
amount reduced by the Pinanec Department when the Budget came before 
us. Therefore practically the decision of the Finance Department in that 
matter would be final. We have come to the conclusion that that decision 
.should not be entii'cly loft in the hands of the Finance Department and 
therefore we have provided in this motion that que.stions of expenditure 
should be dealt with in the ordinary manner, but if the Fitiiince Depart¬ 
ment after scrutinising the recommendation of the Assembly Depart¬ 
ment, makes a recommendation to reduce the cxpondilure. then the matter 
should he referred to the Governor General and his decision will he final. 

, We have. Sir, given our best consideration to those points and we 
think that the modified plan proposed in this motion is the best in the 
interests of this House as well as of public business and also of the Gov¬ 
ernment, and therefore we hope that the united wi.sh of the House, as 
expi'Gssed in this motion, will receive that eonsideralion at the hands of 
the Government and the Secretary of Stale which it clesciwcs and that the 
Government will be good enough to accept this recommendation made by 
this House. We hope the President also will accept it ; and that thereby 
• this very important matter,-—the subject of the separation of the A.sscmbly 
Departnient from the Legislative Department—would he .settled and 
settled in a way satisfaetory to all parties concenied and in time lb give 
etfect to it before the next Se.ssion. In the first part of the motion we have 
said that t.he selieme should he sanctioned and put into force not later than 
the Isi December. 


With these vmrds, Sir, I .support the motion tlint has been made hv 
my friend. Pandit Motilal Nehru. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakiu'das (Indian Merchants' Chamber : Indian 
Conmiei-ce) ; Sir, I rhe to support the motion moved by the Honourable 
Pandit Motilal Nehru. The reason 'vvliy avo have a definite motion of this 
nature is, of course. Sir. as you remember, your happy suggestion, when 
this suh.jeet was under discussion last time, tliat this question of sopani- 
lon «l)oulcl be considered by varioms party leaders in consultation with 
the ilonourahle the Home IMemher. We were then told that it was almost 
certain that the discussion to-day would be one-sided in view of the fact 
that the Goveimnient of India were not prepared on that day to consider 
the question of making this despatch available to us in the ‘House. The 
requested the Home’jMeiuher to make an effort, in the 
de.spateh made available to ns, and I 
fulness to ”ii*^ ^oted ^mth due appreciation, and indeed our thank- 

of that small th^ Viceroy that he did comply with this request 

Secretirv of Stafp^ ^Bce. We may note with satisfaction the fact that the 
despatch available to^ns^h” comply -with our request to make the 

on the part 'iof the Pmr ^ ^ir, tiiat such compliance 

hound trapped Secretary of State is 

prepesaiR with all' tlio w • make us consider the Government 

posas with all the weight that they desem^e. If this despatch had 
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not been made available to us to-day, you, Sir, know—and' I am sure the 
^Houjre could imagine—what could have beenithe use or the utility of the 
discussion to-day. Thanks to the courtesy extended to this House and to 
the Leaders by His Excellency the Viceroy and the Secretary of State, 
we are to-day in a position to know both sides of the case and hence the 
Besolntion now before the House. 

1 feel, Sir, that the Honourable Lala Lajpat Rai has so fully dealt 
with each of the six items under (c) in the Resolution that I do not like 
to dwell on them at further length. All that I would like to say is regard¬ 
ing No. (c) (1) of the Resolution. That appeared to me, at any rate, 
in the Conference, to be the crux of the whole ctuestiou. The question 
was, and I suppose still is, whether the Assembly want the Assembly 
Branch or the Assembly Department to continue under either the Legis¬ 
lative Department or any other Department of the Government of India ; 
or whether they want it to-be taken away from-all the portfolios and 
charges of the Honourable Members of the Executive Council. I think 
the solution ihat you, Mr. President, suggested, in your letter to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, is the best and is certainly a feasible one under even the 
present constitution, namely, to hand over that to the portfolio of His 
Exedlency the Governor General. It is quite true that His Excellency 
the Governor General is not the least busy of the klembers of the Cabinet, 
but we oave precedents for this, and in the Central Provinces and in the 
Punjab, I understand. Sir, that the portfolio of His Excellency the Gover¬ 
nor in each of these provinces has responsibility for the respective Legis- 
lative Council Departments. These are relevant precedents, and ’ I 
should be very much surprised if we were told that this could not bo done 
under the present eon-stitution in the Central Government. I suggest it' 

Pei’baps the most suitable 
mannei of getting out of the present difficulty, and I am sure that this 
Department being under His Excellency the Governor GeneS there wiS 
he til greatest conMence and the utmost reliance by this House in the 
impartiality of His feelleney the Governor General. We were told that 

Excellencv 'thp v say that I hope it ivill never so happen. His 

Shlisra bv Dip Governor General is not generally open to 

th<* Asseniblv mGna nece.ssarily come into conflict with 

'^1 T 4 ^ ^ arrangement. The Assembly realise them 

responsibility until now they have shown that they realise it very fullv-*- 
and thi closer they are drawn in co-operation with the Gov™ent thev 
will realise it more and, I am rather inclined to think, will give in more to 
Government views. I am sure that there will be verv little pTin-np r 
Excellency the Governor General ever ch.shin<^ with the wiSip? 

Assembly. I therefore feel that part (o) m%rthe mot^^^^^^^^ 

important part'and I hope that the GovernmeS of Indl I Ti 
Secretary of State will accept this Resolution with tke ^ 

whh-h they accepted our request that the despatch 

made available to ns. uespatcu under discussion be 

mutual good-will and confide^nce on both sides feasible by 

Mr. H. G. Cocke (Bombay : Buroneanl • cji,, ,•+ • 
mespre of satisfaction to find myself in agrlement’4th my 
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friends, Pandit Motilal Nekru, Lala Lajpat;Rai and Sir Pursliotamdas 
Tkaknrdas. It is not always that we find ourselves in the same Lobby, 
and we trust that in future there will be many such occasions. 

Sir, I hope these meetings of party leaders will form a precedent 
for the future, as I have no doubt whatever that we can by their 
means get over very acute difficulties, which difficulties it would be 
impossible to surmount in this House. 

Before I go on to support this motion, I should like to say that 
while I agree entirely in principle with the motion, I am very anxious 
to say that we should remember the past services of the Legislative 
Department in dealing with the affairs of this Assembly. Since I have 
been in this House, Sir Henry Moncrieff Smith, Mr. Graham and 
Mr. Wright have occupied the position of Secretary of the Legislative 
Department, and I feel sure that everybody in this House has received 
much assistance from those gentlemen from time to time, (Cheers), 
and, therefore, although it is with regret that I saj'^ good bye to them, 
at the same time I support this motion thoroughly in principle, and I 
am quite sure that the separation of the Assembly Office is a sound 
thing to accomplish. 

I quite agree with what Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas has said with, 
reference to (c) (1) of the motion. There is a possibility, if the 
Governor General is pleased to accept this portfolio, of criticisms of 
him in this House, but I think that that position should never arise. 
I certainly think it undesirable in principle that this office should be 
associated with any Department of the Government of India, whether 
the particular Member of Council sits in this House or in another 
place. 

With regard to sub-clause (4) of (c), while. Sir, I do not disagree 
with this provision, I throw out the suggestion that it may be desirable 
that this sub-clause should be slightly altered, to the effect that the 
subordinate members of the establishment should be appointed by 
some body outside your office entirely and outside the Government of India, 
namel 5 '-, by the Pubhc Service Commission. That is a point well worthy of 
consideration. If I were in your Chair, Sir, I should certainly prefer that 
these appointments be made by some outside authority. I therefore sug¬ 
gest that that matter might well receive consideration between now and the 
1st December next. 

^Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) ; Sir, I also rise to support the Resolution which 
has been proposed by my Honourable friend. Pandit Motilal Nehru. 
Sir, generally speaking, separations are sad things, but when it comes 
to judicial separations, they are sometimes followed by great sensation 
and heart-burning. It may therefore be considered a supernatural 
phenomenon if the separation of the office of the Assembly and the 
Legislative Department is carried into effect with amicable settlement 
and without any heart-burning. It is now. an admitted fact that the 
separation of the office of the Legislative A'ssembly and the 'Legislative 
Department is very essential and desirable,' and therefore this fact need 
not be argued at all, but the manner and the extent to which the se¬ 
paration should be given effect to is not free from difficulties and 
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debatable points. While it is extremely desirable that the office of 
the. Assembly should .Tae perfectly independent of outside influence, con¬ 
sidering the limitations which are placed on the powers and respon¬ 
sibility of this House, and considering that the Legislative Department 
is still considered as a creation of the Government of India, it could not 
have been left entirely by itself and therefore the provision for in¬ 
cluding it in the portfolio of the Governor General is the only reason¬ 
able solution. The other provisions also aim at giving effect to the 
same fundamental principles, namely, independence from outside in¬ 
fluence, it being undesirable to nialte the Governor General the subject 
matter of discussion by the Assembly ; the appointment of the prin¬ 
cipal officers is made subject to consultation with the President of the 
House. 


As regards the appointment of the members of the establishment, 
it is suggested that they should be appointed by the President in con¬ 
sultation with the Secretary. The main object is that the President 
also should not be made the subject- matter of discussion and questions 
in the Assembly. We want the Secretary to be the chief executive 
officer, and while the President will have full control over the officers of 
the Assembly, m matters of appointment his action should be above sus¬ 
picion and criticism. 


. alternative suggestion has been made by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Cocke, that the appointment of other members of the es¬ 
tablishment should be handed over to the Public Service Commission 
being an independent body. It was also suggested that the President 
might be entitled to ask the Public Service Commission to recommend 
0^ candidates, out of whom the President may 

^^ich may be 

lett to be decider] by the President and the Governor General. 


The chief points for consideration by the Assembly are : 

(1) Assembly should have a separate independent 


( 2 ) 

(3) 


ill Assembly as the representative 

oraer to secure efficiency in the Avork ; 

that having the two above-mentioned points in view the 

'-a?thlboth\he“r?'“^''^n^''^^^^ regulated in such a 
. nj thSfc both the Governor General and the President should 

^t become subject-matter of discussion and criticism by 

that^the“p if 7'*^ object 

n the Lm k'™ ■3>-Aed 

too, that nothing SonW iT'impSSTintrth 

of this Ppsnliiti’nT, ue impoitea into the discussion 

promise so fW I ^ moderation and com- 
rteTeceptance "» obstacle may be ereated in ,bo ,yay 
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I tlunk, Sir, that the decision on ibis scheme, as it lias now been laid 
before the House, sliould nol be delayed for a very long time. The sana¬ 
tion of the Secretary, of State, we all know, i.s not required to tlie .scheme 
as a whole. The financial sanction of the Secretary of State i.s required 
only in the mat lor of new appointments and, tliercfore, the scheme, as it is 
now iiroposed. can lie sanctioned by the Goeernmeiit of India without any 
delay. 

With these lenmric.s, 1 ix-g to lend my hfhvty .support to tlu* Ib'solution. 
J)ul before I sit down. I wi.sb to pay my bumbb- tribute to you. Sir. for the 
earnestnc.ss, sincerity and ability with wbieli you have laelded this thorny- 
question and l!ie manner in which you have steered if Jieross the stormy 
water.s. Portuuately in Lord Trwin we have a most .sympalludic, geni.al 
and generous Govenior General, always ready and anxious to come to an 
amicable settlement, and I am .sure that n<) hindranee will in.* placed in the 
tray of the scceptaiicc of this Ile.s'olulion .so far a.s JJi.s lixeelleney i.s eojt- 
cerned. (Cheers.) 


Nawab Sir ZtUfiqar Ali Khan (East Central Ibuijab : ^fuliammadan) : 
Sir, I have carefully .studied the alternative selicme.s of the Govenuneni 
of India as embodied in their despatch to the Secretary of Stale juid also 
the .scheme .submitted by your.sclf. Tbi.s eonfroveisy wliieb ba.s lieen mm 
mering for some time has been occupying the anxious iUlcntion and 
consideration of the Members of this House. 1 need not give the full 
hi.story of its devedopment, as some of the Jbirly leadgr.s ]mv(* already 
given it to the fullest extent. 1 may .say. Sir. that I had the honour of 
being prc.seni at the two conferences held for the jiurpnse of arriving .at 
some harmonious undcr.standiiig between tlie Part}’ lender.s of this House, 
What transpired there, 1 need not rceapitulato. There were certain 
points on which there was difference of opinion, and I tlunk the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member as a clisintercsted siieetator mdieed then tlml the 
decision taken at tliose conferences were taken by a majority. 
(Ha llonnurahlc Member : “ No, no.’*) You might remember that theV'' 
was more than one point on which I diiiercd. However, 1 do not w.-mt T(» 
import a spirit of conlrovensy into tlii.s debate, hut would like to emphasKse 
only one or two points. The point noAV is -whether tliis Dejiarfment should: 
he directly controlled b.v His Excellency the Viceroy or whether it .should 
he attached to any Department of the Government of India. I think if 
Ilis Excellency can afford the time, lie ma.v, by {iccc])ting this rcsjjonsibiUrvY' 
provide a very good solution of the present difliculty. But supposing 
Excellency does not agree to the proposals formulated bv us. that iA 
to say, with regard to his direct control of tlic Assemidy Department, then 
T think this question remains undecided as to Avliethcr this Department 
should remain as an independent Department, independent of all the Dft- 
Government of India, or whether it should remain 
attached to some Department of the Hovemmont of India, say the Legisla¬ 
tive Department or the Finance Department. I think, Sir, whatever ar¬ 
rangement maj' be arrh'cd at, one consideration should not he lost .sights, 
of and that is -that the identity and the vitality of the different Depart-'-' 
^1 unpaired by any action which in deference to ♦ 

aufi fho ttahq y may be taken. Of course the countrv is awaivr- 

and the House is also, aware that the condition of tlie minorities in tlie 
^ country as well as in this House is one of helplessuesr ™ 
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Mr. C. S. Eanga Iyer (Eohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Mii- 
hammadan Rural) : Question ? 

Nawab Sir Ziilfiqar Ali Khan : It is a thing not be questioned. It is a 
self-evident fact. Therefore, I would emphasise the fact that whatever 
attitude the Government may adopt with regard to this controversy, they 
wHl keep in view the sentiments of the minorities in this House, and I can¬ 
not understand how thej’’ can be forgetful of the sentiments of the people 
outside this House. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer ; “What are those sentiments ? 

Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan : I do not think I should import anj' 
spirit of heat or controversy into this House. But if the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber is anxious to enquire what those sentiments are, I shall not hesitate 
to mention them. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : I should like to know them. 

Nawab Sir Zxdfiqar Ali Khan : The controversy is evoked by the 
Nehru Report. 

‘ Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Question ? 

Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan : Now, Sir, I think that while giving 
my support to the general provisions embodied in this Resolution, I should 
say again and again that in the matter of recruitment to the subordinate 
establishment, care should be taken to consult the Public Service Commis¬ 
sion. As the House is already aware, practically all the Departments of 
the Government of India resort to that body for filling up vacancies in 
their Departments, and I cannot understand why the Assembly Depart¬ 
ment which is going to be created anew should be an exception to this 
procedure. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : The Honourable Member is talking rubbish. 

Mr. President : I hope Honourable Members will not introduce any 
heat into this controversy. 

, Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan : For your consideration, I will say 
very clearly that if this procedure—namely, having recour.se to the Public 
Service Commission-—^is followed, it will redeem the scheme from those 
chances of friction and unpleasantness which are likely to spring up bore 
later on. 

' Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : The Honourable Member is liimself creating 
friction and unpleasantness here and now. 

Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan : I am not creating friction, but I am 
visualising the situation. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer-: Ton are oppre.'^sed by vision. 

Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan : T am only visualising the future situa¬ 
tion. 

Mr. President : The Honourable IMember is entitled to express his own 
\’iews. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : But, is this the occasion " 

Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan : Therefore. Sir. I think that if the 
sche:gie that I have outlined to the House, namely, resorting to the Public 
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Service Commission for liie recruitment of the huhordinale cslnhlisliincnl 
is followed, yon remove those chances of iVietion and these eliance^i of 
misunderstandin'^ Avhich arc likely to arise ; and i hope the (Jovernment 
will keep it in view. 1 think this is the unanimous opinion of my Party on 
this .side of the IIon.se. 

Mr. K. C. Roy (Deiifral : Xomiiia(e<l N'on-Cfiici;'.!' ; Sii-, as a member 
of the ])reliminary conferences wliicli disen.ssed these i^'Mies raised 
in the motion. T pive my wholeliearted su)''i>ort tt) Ilu> Resdlnlion moved 
by my Honourable friend. Pandit Motilal X’ebru. .My s))f>ef.}i ijj pavt 
lias been already anticipated by my llononraijlc friend, Sir Ptirsiiotaiiuias 
Tiiakiu'das and I have very little to say cxce))f iliat 1 .stipi)ort Mr. Codec 
<»nd Nawiib Sir Zulfiqar Ali Kl)an to the extent that the reeniinnent 
Oi the .subordinate sci-vices maj* be left to the Public Servic.o* rommission, 

I shall bo disclosing no secret if 1 give out tliat in informal cfinferenco 
1 opposed this item, bocauso the Public Service (‘ommicsion i^ yef an 
infant body and docs not command the respect and confidence of the 
country as much as it should. But, all the same, if the aveney of tlie 
Public Service Conimi.ssion would satisfy my Honourable friend. Mr. 
Cocke, and my old friend, Mawab Sir 2;nUiqar Ali Khan, 1 would most 
gladly support them. 

To me the uholc iiucslion of separation. Sir, is a more constitutional 
issue. It is not a (lue.stion for a majority or minority. To mo. Sir, 
il is a very' e.s.sontial improvomeni in our oxi.sling constitutional sy.s- 
lem. The one thing that worries me in the Resolution of the Honourable 
the Leader of the Oiipo'-ition i.s the use of the oxpre.''sion ” principal 
officer.s ”. !My reading of Rnglish constitutional hi.story lias convinoe.d'-' 
me that there can be only one principal oflieer and tliat that principal 
officer is the President of the House. The Secretary of the House,or 
ins' deptities can only be mere clerks and executive officers of the 
House. The principal* officer of the .House is undoubtedly the President. 
Here I am fortified by no less an authority limn Sir John Marriott, 
lately a conservative memher for Oxford, the best of contemporary 
English hi.storian.s. This is how he defines the position of the Speaker 
of the House of Commons : 

“ The Speakei hfus from the very first been tlie jiivot of the parliament.iry machine. 
The principal oOicci of tlio House is its representative on all ceremonial occasions, fho 
regulatoi of its ](ioec(lnrc, the guardian of its dignity and tlie President over its 
debates. ’ ’ 

I wish the Hou<^e to note that the Spctikcr is described as the principal 
officer of the House, and if there is going to be a principal officer, he must 
be the President of this House and nobody else. 

"With these small alterations, Sir, in the Resolution which ha.s .been 
moved by my Honourable friend, Pandit IMotilal Nehrti, the Resolution 
iS an ideal one representing the views both of the Honourable the President 
and the Members of Government. 

There is another point also, Sir, which has given me food for thought 
^d that is the relationship of the President in respect of the GoveimoT 
General. In our constitutional development; I consider .it is of the highesf 
miporlance that the President should oe protected by the authority of the 
vrovernOT General against the encroachments on his rights and the rights 
ot tlie House by the Executive Department of the Government of India. 



1263 


SEPAEATE OFFICE FOE THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

. • * •» * I * 

JHere also I am fortified By the authority of Sir John Marriott. Perhai)'^. 
Sir, oouie .of us--who hare been priviieged-’to-witness the election of the 
Speaker -know that His Majesty the King sends a message to the Speaker 
through the 'Lord Chancellor and- this is how the message runs ; 

“ 'VTitli respect to jOurself, :-5ii, altlioiigh His iiitjesty is seusiblo That j'oii stuucl in 
no need of such ussusance, His Majesty u-ill ever put the most favouiablo construction 
upon your uotds and actions.” . , > 

r”**" 

And occasions may well arise ‘for our Px’esident to demand a .similar 
indid|rence from His Majesty’s i'epre.seutative in this couutiy. Professor 
Marriott sums up the whole position thus. He says : 

“Prom the 17th century- onwards the Speaker has at once been the servant and 
master of tke House:”' ‘ ‘ ‘ ' ' 

And if this Eesolution is accepted by the House, your po.sition, Sir, will 
he the same ;,you will be the servant and master of the House, I there¬ 
fore‘doramend the proposition 'to the House. ’ 

Mr. President : Do Honourable Members still desire to debate this 
question' further 'f ^ . 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : I should only like to know, Sir, whether 
this is'an occasion'to raise the contentious issues about minorities. I do 
thinlv it was an unhappy^ .statement that was made specially in this 
House where minorities have not been trampled under foot. 

■‘Mr. President : The question has hdw been sufficiently debated. The 
•question is ; 

‘This House i'i strongly of opinion : •' 

(o') tiiat' a sepaiiite -\ssembly department should be constituted not later than 
,, 1st December, 1928; 

(&) that the Government of India should take immediate steps to secure the 
sauctioii ot the Seoietaiy of State to that part of the Scheme uhich lo- 
^ quires, his sanction ; 

(c) that the scheine submitted by the President and amended by the Government 
of India should be modified so as to provide: 

(1) that the Assembly Department should be included in the xmitfolio of the 

Governor Geneial: 

(2) that the principal olTiccrs of the Depaitmciit should be a^ipoiiited by the 

. . Govcrnoi Geiieial in consultation with tlie Picsideut ; 

(3) (o) that these principal officers shall be liable to dismissal by tlie Governor 

Geiicr.al in consultation n-itli the President ; 

(b) tliat other disciplinary action against these officers should bo in the 
hands of the President subject to .a right of appeal to the Governor 
Geneial ; 

, (4) that other members of the establishment slioiild be apiiointcd by the Pre¬ 

sident in coisultation with the Secretary ; 

(o) that these other members of the cstnblisliinent shall be liable to be dis¬ 
missed, or otlienvise punished, by the President in consultation nith tlie 
Secretary, subject to a right of appeal to the Goiernor General ; 

(6) tliat questions of cspenditiirc should be dealt nith in the ordinary manner, 
but in case of dilterencc of opinion on any itcni of expenditure betneen 
the President .and tlie Government of India thoio should be a reference 
to the Governor General, nliose decision shall be final. 

The House fnrtlier requests tlie President to comimiiiicatc tliis opinion to tiie Gov- 
ernor General for such action as he may be pleased to take.” 

Tlie motion was adopteel. 
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STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable IWr. J. Orerar (Leader of the House) : With your 
peiniission, Sir, I desire to make the following statement as to the 
probable course of business during the next week. On Monday, the 
24+h, I shall ask you, Sir, to .suspend Standing Order 44 in order to 
enable me to move that the Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill, 
as reported by the Select Cominitlee, be taken into consideration. Tlie 
business in connection with this Bill may be expected to run into 
Tuesday, the 25th. After questions on Tuesday, the 25tb, elections foi 
the Committee of the Department of Commerce and tlie Committee on 
the separation of railway finances from tlie general finances will be 
held. After the conclusion of the business in connection with the 
Public Safety (Removal from Indial Bill we shall take up on Tuesday' 
or on the folloAving da 3 ^s the folloAving business : 

1. A motion to take into consideration the Bill further to amend 

the Indian Penal Code (Amendment of section 505). 

2. A motion to circulate the Bill to amend the Indian Patents and 

Designs Act. 

3. A motion to take into consideration the amendment made b.y 

the Council of State in tlie Bill further to amend the 

Indian Succc.ssion Act, 392.'). 

4. Resumption of the discussion of the Demand for Supple¬ 

mentary Grant in respect of Railways. 

On the conclusion of Government business opportunity will be given 
to Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar to move his motion to take into con- 
sidci'ation the Report of the Select Committee on the amendments of 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. President : The Honourable the Leader of the House has 
stated he will ask me on Monday to suspend the Standing Orders. The 
question of suspending the Standing Orders will only arise if any 
objection is taken. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Quite so. Sir. If objection is 
ta'nen. 

The Assemblj’- then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday.. 
The 24th September, 1928. 
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Monday, 24ih September, 1928. 


The Assemblj^ met in the Assemblj' Cliamber at Eleven of the.Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Adherence of India to the Kellogg A?2«i-WAB Pact. 

828. *Mr. C. S. Eanga Iyer ; 1. Will the Government be pleased to 
state : 

(a) If it is a fact that the United States Ambassador handed to the 

Foreign Office of His Majesty’s Government in London a 
Note, dated 23rd May 1928, inviting amongst others the Gov¬ 
ernment of India to become an original pai'ty and an original 
signatory to the Treaty for the renunciation of War ? 

(b) If any correspondence has passed on the said subject (1) between 

the Government of India and His Majest 3 '’s Government, 
(2) between the Government of India and the Government of 
the United States ? 

(c) If the Government will be i^leased to laj* on the table the entire? 

correspondence on the subject ? If not, why not ? 

2. (a) Will the Assembly be given an opportunity to discuss the 
subject ? 

(b) If not, whj' not ? 

3. Will a full official statement be made on the matter ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : 1. (a) Yes, Sir. 

1. (b) and (c). 2 and 3. Correspondence has passed between the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and His Majesty’s Government and the views of the Gov- 
erpjnent of India were communicated to the United States Government 
through His iMajestj^’s Secretarj’^ of State for Foreign Affairs. 

Government do not propose to table the correspondence or to make a 
fresh official statement, since verj* full papers liave already been pub¬ 
lished. 

As regards discussion in the House, no resolution, so far as 1 am 
aware, has been tabled ; if one were tabled, it would presumabh- be for 
the Honourable the President to decide whetlier discussion tvas not admis¬ 
sible under the Rules. 

Vice-Presidents of Cantonment Boards acting for Presidents, dur'ing 
" THE Absence of the Latter. 

829. *Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (a) Is it a fact that the avowed 
object of the recent amendment to the Cantonments Act made in 1927 wa,*^ 
to afford opportunities to the Vice-President to act as President when the 
latter was absent from the station f 
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(b) Is it a fact that as a general rule Vice-Presidents are not afforded 
the opportunities which the Government policy and Statute intend to secure 
on account of Executive Officers sending papers to the President while he 
is out of the station and the President making it a point to be present at 
the meeting of the Board ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state in which Cantonments, and 
on how many occasions the Vice-President has acted in place of the 
President under the combined effect of llie provisions contained in section 
20 (1) and section 23 (6) of the Cantonments Act ? 

(d) Are Government prepared to issue instructions and insist that 
in future the provisions of law and the policy of Government in respect 
■of affording opportunities to Vice-Presidents to act as Presidents are not 
yiolated by resort to illegal practices such as sending the papers out to 
Presidents while they are out of the station ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) No, Sir. The objects of the amendment, as 
recorded in the Statement of Objects and Ileason.s, are to ensure continuity 
of administration by the President, and at the same time to make it pos¬ 
sible for the Vice-President to preside over meetings of the Board from 
which the President is absent. 

(6) and (d). The Honourable Member appears to be undet’a misappre¬ 
hension. In Cantonment Boards, as in any municipal body, it is the duty 
of the President to attend and preside at meetings, and to carry out his 
other duties, to the maximum extent possible. The function of a Vice- 
President is to preside, or act for the Pre.sident, when the latter is un¬ 
avoidably absent. Under the Cantonments Act, as it stood before amend¬ 
ment, a Vice-President could never do this, because, in the absence, of.j^e--' 
real President, for however short a period, another military officer became 
technically the President. : 

(c) In view of what I IiaA'e just stated, Government do not think that 
any object would be served by collecting the information asked for. -No 
interest or significance appears to them to attach to the number of occa¬ 
sions on which the President of a Cantonment Board has been unaA'oidably 
prevented from attending a meeting. 


Becobding op MtOTTES OP Dissent by Members of Cantonment Boards. 


830. *Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : (1) Is it a fact that the Army 
Department of the Government of India have issued a circular No. 36667- 
A.D., dated 30th May, 1928, by virtue of which a dissenting member of the 
Cantonment Board is required simultaneously with his expres.sion of dissent 
verbally to make a short statement of his reasons for the same ? 

(2) Are Government aware that Avhile section 43 (3) of the Canton¬ 
ments Act authorises a dis.senting member to record his dissent ndth a 
short statement of grounds it does not make it obligatory on the dissent¬ 
ing member to verbally state his reasons of dissent on the spur of the 
moment ? ^ 


- aware that in practice the i-eqnisition contained 

above constitutes a great liardsbip to the non- 
PTiPP the Cantonment Board and as dissents may liaA^e refer- 

mnv u ^ ations from them, it is next to impossible that dissents 

maj be properly expressed on the spur of the moment ? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


1267 


(4) "Was it the practice before the issue of the circular that dissent¬ 
ing members used to send in the short statement of grounds of dissent 
within a few days of the expression of such dissent and the same was in¬ 
corporated in the proceedings of the Board ? 

(5) Has the All-India Cantonment Association strongly protested 
against the circular and characterized it as a move to undo the reform in the 
Cantonment administration ? 

(6) Do Government propose to recall the circular or amend the law' 
in this behalf so as to afford a genuine opportunity to a dissenting member 
to record his minute of dissent ? 

Mr. G-. M. Young : (1) No, Sir. The circular stated that wdiat the law 
required to be entered in the minutes wms not a minute of dissent, but the 
fact of a member’s dissent, togetlier with a short statement of the grounds 
for such dissent. It went on to say that the proper way of complying 
with this requirement was for the President, if so required by the dissent¬ 
ing member, to enter on the record at the meeting the fact that the mem¬ 
ber dissented and a short statement of his reasons as verbally stated by 
the member in oppo.sing the majority decision. 

(2) Yes, Sir. A member of a Cantonment Board has a right to have 
his dissent'recorded together wdth a short statement of the grounds for 
such dissent, but under the exi.sting procedure his view's are voiced and 
recorded in precisely the same "way as the views of the majority. 

(3) Government cannot agree that the position is as stated by the 
Honourable Member. It may be necessary to read papers before a meet¬ 
ing in order to oppose a motion at a meeting. The Honourable Member 
•a5qpeai‘s to suggest that, after a resolution has been passed and entered 
in the minutes of the meeting, and the proceedings are complete, a dis¬ 
senting member should be given the opportunity to consult papers at h’S 
leisure and prepare a subsequent minute of dissent for insertion in the 
p.roeeedings. I am not aw'are that this procedure obtains in any municipal 
body. 

(4') Government understand that this was the practice in Ambala, but, 
if SO, it ■was not strictly legal. 

(5) Government have received a representation from the i\ssociation. 

(6) No, Sir. The existing procediu’e is the normal one, and in tlie 
opinion of Government affords due facilities for recording dissent. 

Orant of Joining Time to Members of the Telegraph Office, Slmla, 

DURING THE MoVE BETW'EEN SIMLA AND DeLHI. 

831. ^Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Is it fact that the officials 
and clerks employed under the Government of India and moving between 
'Simla.and Delhi are given joining time under the Simla Allowance Code ? 
If not, under what code do they enjoy this privilege • 

(Z)) Is it a fact that the Honourable hleraber in charge of Industries 
promised to amend the joining time rules applicable to the Government 
Telegraph OfSce, Simla ? If so, what amendment has been made and 
what was the joining time allow'ed during the move 1927-28 ? 

(c) If Government have not amended the rule already wlien do they 
propose to do so ? 

■L]o2IiA ' a2' 
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The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatter.? ; (a) Yes, under the Simla Al¬ 
lowances Code. 

(&) No such promise can be traced. The Honourable Member's atten¬ 
tion is draAvn to the reply given on the 13(h September, 4927, to Mr. Joshi’s 
unstaiTcd question No. 113. Since that rci)ly was given, the general rule 
regarding joining time in the Su])plcriicntaiy Rules Inis been added to by 
a provision allowing an authoi-Uy ordering a transfer to reduce the j)eriod 
of joining time admissible, in special circumstances. In the exercise of 
this power the joining time of the .stafi: in question was limited to 5 days 
for the move of 1927-28. Tliis is the .same as would be admi.ssible if the 
Simla Allowances Code were apjdied to their case. 

(c) Government do not propose to alter the rules further. 

Replacement of the Naldi Bhancii Post Office in the Disteict of Jessokb 

BY A Sttn-Ol'FICE. 

8S2. -Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the 
inhabitants of some eight villages under the jurisdiction of ihe Naldi Branch 
Post Office in the District of Jessore, Bengal, sent petitions to the Post 
Master Genei'al through the Divisional Superintendent praying for the re¬ 
placement of the said Branch Office bv a Suh-Ofiice rc.spcctively on 14th 
February 1927, 7th .March 1927, 2nd‘April 1927. 2.701 June 1927, 29th 
December 1927, 1st February 1928, 21st February 1928, 7th May 1928, 25tb 
June 1928, and 5th Augu-st 1928 ? 

(b) Is it a fact that no notice has been taken of nor any reply vouch¬ 
safed to these repeated petitions ? 

(c) If the replies to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative will the IIonouT’*-^ 
able Member kindly explain the rea.sons therefor ? 

(d) Will the Honourable ^lembcr be pleased to lay on the table copies 
of the said petitions ? 

(e) Do Government intend taking any steps in tbc matter and. 
if so, when ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : The Government has no in-, 
formation in tlie matter. An enquiry has now been made and the decision 
arrived at will be communicated to the Honourable iMerabci’ in due 
course. 

Earnings of CositJ^siTOEs of the Governjient of India Presses. 

833. "'Mr. Satyendra Chandra IMitra : (a) Is it a fact thatf'the' 
Government of India Resolution No. A.-31, dated the T5tli July 1920, stated 
that the comiiositors of the Goveimmeiit of India Presses used to earn 
from Rs. 35 to Rs. 90 according to old class rates ? 

(5) Is it a fact that by the said Resolution an increment of 40 per 
cent, v/as given to all the workers in the Government of India Presses ? 

(c) Is it a fact that according to the rates of increment gh'en by 
the Government, the earnings of the compositors ivork out at from Rs. 49 
to Rs. 126 ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the clerks in the Government of India Presses’ 
are getting regular and systematic increments while tlie earning of the 
compositors is diminishing day bj’’ day ? 
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(e) Will the Honourable Member in charge be pleased to lay on the 
table a comparative statement on the point showing therein the earnings of 
the : 

(1) Head Assistants (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 

(2) Personal Assistants (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respect¬ 

ively), 

(3) Head Clerks and any other five clerks (Calcutta, Aligarh, 

Delhi, Simla, respectively), 

(4) Head Computer and any other five Computers (Calcutta, 

Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 

(5) Amy three Compositors of : 

(i) Class 6 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 

(n) Class 7 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 
(Hi) Class 8 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 
(iv) Class 9 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 

(u) Class 10 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 
(viy Class 11 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 
(vii) Class 12 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 
(viii) Class 13 (Calcutta, Aligarli, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 
(ix) Class 14 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 
(®) Class 15 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 
(xi) Class 16 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respeetivelsO) 
{xii) Class 17 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respeetivelj’’). 
{xiii) Class 18 (Calcutta, Aligaih, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 
(xiv) Class 19 (Calcutta, Aligarh, Delhi, Simla, respectively), 
{xv) Class 20 (Calcutta, Aligarh Delhi, Simla, respectively), 

giving the name of each employee, before 15th July, 1920 and 
from January to June, 1928 ? 

{/) If the reply to (d) is in the affirmative, do Government propose to 
consider any scheme of re'vusion for proper I'cad.iustment of the earnings of 
the two kinds of employees, (J) clerks, and (2) compositors ? 

Wie Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (a), (h) and (c). The atten¬ 
tion of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply given on the 23rd 
August, 1926, to parts (a). (1)) and (c) of the Honourable Srijut Lokenath 
Muldierjee’s question No. 69 in tlie Council of State. 

(d) The clerks in the Government of India Presses are on time scales 
of pay. The compositors in the Government of India Pi'esse.':. Simla and 
Aligai’h, arc on fixed monthly rates of pay, while the compositors in the 
Calcutta and Delhi Presses arc paid on piece rates. So far as I am aw'are, 
the earnings of the compositors in the.se presses are not diminishing. 

' ' (c) Government regret that they cannot undertake to collect the infor¬ 

mation asked for in so far a.s it could be collected as it would entail an 
amount of time and trouble out of proportion to its value. I would add 
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that a nxmiber of the men for whom particulars are required arc nOn- 
I existent. 

(,/) Doe.s not ari.se. 

Memorial of the Piece-Worker.s of the Government of India Press, 

Calcuita. 

■ 834. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) I.s it a fact that all 
the piece employees of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, sent a 
memorial to the Honourable Member in charge on the 7th in.stant against 
the orders passed on the 21.st June, 1928 ? 

(h) Is it a fact that they have .shown therein that tlic said orders have 
not benefited any of the workers concerned 7 

(c) "Will the Honourable hlcmbcr be pleased to lay on the tabic a copy 
of the said memorial ? 

(d) If the reply to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to state what the Government contemplate doing in this 
matter ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. C. T. Letton, late IManager of the Government 
of India Press, Calcutta, strongly recommended the salient points raised in 
the memorial .submitted by the piece-workers of the Government of India 
Press, Calcutta on the 18th Deccmbex\ 1926 to the Honourable Sir B. N. 
Mitra, the then Member in charge of the Department of Industrie.s and 
Labour ? 

(/) If the reply to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member lay on the table a statement of those recommendations showing 
therein how far they have been acted upon, and if not, Avhy not 7 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) to (d). Government have 
received a copy of the memorial direct from the piece cmidoyce.s of the 
Government of India Press. Calcutta. The points raised therein will be 
duly considered after the memorial i.s received through the Controller of 
Printing and Stationerj^. Government do not propose to lay on the table 
a copy of the memorial. 

(p) and (f). The memorial presented by the piece-workers of the 
Government of India Press, Calcutta, in 1926, was considered in consulta¬ 
tion with the Controller of Printing, and Stationery, but Government are 
unable to disclose the views expressed by the Controller on this memorial. 

Classification of Piece-Workers in the Government of India Presses. 

835. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : {a) Is it not a fact that in 
"his speech in reply to the Honourable Mr. G. S. Khaparde on the debate in 
the Imperial Council on the 14th September, 1920, in connection witb the 
latter’s Kesolution for a committee to investigate and report on the causes 
of the troubles in Government Presses in Simla, Delhi, and Calcutta, .the 
Honourable Sir Thomas Holland said that in the piece-rate system “ an 
annual classification of workers is obtained automatically ” 7 

(h) Is it ^ot a fact that this “ automatic ” classification has remained 
postponed since 1922 7 ' ' ' • f 
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- (c) Is it not a fact that it is only in June last that the workers haTO 

'got a tAvo-class promotion when they should have got a six class promo- 
■ tion ? 

(d) If the replies to (a), (b) and (c) are in the affirmative will the 
Honourable Member he pleased to give the reasons therefor ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. G McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(h) The annual classification has been kept in abeyance since 1922, as 
the time rates of piece-workers Aveve inflated to an extravagant extent 
owing to the fact the piece-workers were able to do piece-work against 
which no hours were credited. 

(c) and (d). The object of the old classification was to secure, as fair 
as possible, correspondence between a worker’s rate of earning on piece 
Avork and his rate of remuneration for time Avork. It did not necessarily 
invoh’e the promotion of each individual by one class every year. The 
postponement of the classification had not, therefore, the effect of depriv¬ 
ing, the piece-AVorkers of six class promotions as assumed by the Honour¬ 
able jMemher. The new .scheme for elai^ification which Avas introduced 
with effect from the 1st July, 1928, is a system whereby most of the Avorkers 
.should be able to secure a rise in their classification cA'ery second year ; 
and pieee-Avorkers Avho Avere in employment on the date of the last classi¬ 
fication got an immediate promotion of tAvo classes. 

Payment for Meal and Prayer Intervals to the Piece-Workers or the 
Government of India Presses. 

836. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Is it not a fact that tho 
piece-Avorkers of the GoA'ernment of India Presses were allowed meal, tiffin 
and prayer liours Avhich Avere counted and paid for at time-scale rates 
previous to the orders, dated the 21st June, 1928 ? 

(b) Is it not a fact that Mr. P. E. E. Itudman in his notice to press 
AYorkers, dated Simla, the 30th July 1920, ujJield the preAnous practice of 
alloAving meal, tiffin and prayer hours (not exceeding a total of one hour 
per diem) to piece-workers. Avhen employed on time Avork, and paying 
therefor at class rates ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the Ilojmurable Sir Thomas Holland in libs 
tipeech in the Imperial Council on 141 h September 1920 said that the 
GoA^ennment haA^e alloAved meal hours to be counted and to be paid for at 
time-scale I’atcs ? 

(d) If the reply to (b) and (o) is in the affirmatHe Avill the Honourable 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy each of tlic said orders and 
the speech adding the reasons for the recent AvithdraAval of the concessions so 
long enjoyed by the Ai'orkers ? 

(c) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to gh'e a comprehensh'e 
statement of the loss to the AA'orkcrs of the Government of India Presses at 
Calcutta, Delhi, Simla and Aligarh and the consequent gain to the Govern¬ 
ment that the AvithdraAval of the aforesaid concessions Avould effect ? 

(/) Will the Honourable ^Member be pleased to state to Avhich account 
the sum thus obtained by the Government will be credited ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : (a) Prior to the issue of the 
orders dated the 21st June, 1928, payment for meal interA'als Avas made at 
time rates only to piece-workers Avho were in employment before the 1st 
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'November, 1922, ivlien they Imppened to be working' on lime. Payment for 
■prayer intervals on Fridays was also allowed lo Muhammadan piece-workers 
at time rate.s. 

f (?>) The notice of the 30th duly, 1920, referred lo payment for meal and 
rest intervals and not to prayer intervals, 

(c) Yes. 

(d) , (c) and (/). A copy of the order.s referred to will be forwarded 
to the Honourable Member, Tlie .sy.stcm of payment for the intervals re¬ 
ferred to has never rested on any logical basis, and Government took the 
opportunit}' to aboli.sb it at a time Avhen they were giving concessions to the 
pieee-worker.s which, in the aggregate, involved the disj)ur.sement of much 
lai’ger sums than were formerly paid for meal and prayer intervals. The 
changes made thu.s involved increa.scd expenditui’e to Government and not 
a saving. 


Amount sanctioned in tiie Budget or 1928-29 ron the PiECE-WohKKES 
OF THE Government of India Pre.ss, Calcutta. 

837. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (o) Is it not a fact that the 
Budget of 1928-29 .sanctioned Rs. 38,900 for the piece employees only of the 
Government of India Pre.ss, Calcutta ? 

(b) If so, will the Ilonoui'able Member in charge be pleased to state 
the amount spent for the compositors, distributors, and binders and im- 
positors severally ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that a fine fund (compassionate fund) in the Govern¬ 
ment of India Press was started in April 1922 ‘! 

(d) If the reply to (e) is in the aiTirmative, will the Honourable iMera- 
ber be pleased to state bow the tines collected before tlie .starting of the 
fund in 1922 Avere spent and Avbether due accounts were kejH of the same 
and the amount collected since 1875 to 1st April 1922 had been administered? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (a) Tlie total budget ])rovi- 
sion for the piece establishment of the Government of India Press. Calcutta, 
during 1928-29 is Rs. 3,45,204 and not Rs. 38,900 as stated by tlie Honour¬ 
able Member. 

(b) I am not sure for what period the information i.s required by the 
Honourable Member. If it is for the year 1928-29 the figure.s can only bo 
supplied after the close of the financial year. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Before the 1st April, 1922, fines Avere not collected separately, but 
Avere reeoA'eved by stoppage.s from pay and consequent short draAvings from 
the treasury. 


Employment of Imposttors in tub Government of Indi.v Presses on the 

Piece-Rate System. 

*Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : («) Is it a fact that the orders 
ot the Government of India, dated the 21st June, 1928, have often referred 
as precedents to the system folloAved in the Bengal GoA^ernment Press ? 

fact, that the impositors in the Bengal Government Press 
whereas the impositors. in the Government of India, 
Irresses work on the piece-rate system ? ■ ' . - 
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"tc) If the replies to (a) and (6) are in'the affirmative will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor ? 

The Honourable Mr. A..C. McWatters (a) Reference was made in the 
orders, dated the 21st June, 1928, only to the rates for hand composition in 
the Government of Bengal Press, which have been adopted by the Govern¬ 
ment of India. , , , 

(&) The impositors in the Bengal Government Press are salaried hands. 
The impositors in the Government of India Presses are piece-woi'kers in 
Oalcutta and Delhi. 

(c) The Government of India consider that the piece-rate system is 
more suitable for impositors in their Calcutta and Delhi Presses. They are 
hot aware of the reasons for the payment of impositors by salaries in the 
Bengal Press. 

■Revision of the Rates for Piece-Workers in the Government of India 

Presses, etc. 

839. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to state on how many occasions the rates for piece¬ 
workers in the Government of India Presses liave been revised, and how 
many times the piece-workers have gone on strike since 1875 and by what 
percentage have their rates been increased at each revision ? 

(b) Is it a fact that before the war the compositors in the Government 
of India Presses were getting 2|5th of the London rate and that after the 
war they are getting Ijoth of the London rate ? 

(c) If the rep]}’ to (&) is in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to state whether the earnings of the said employees have 
come down, and if so, to what extent ? 

(d) If the replies to (6) and (c) are in the affirmative, will the Honour¬ 
able Member be pleased to state tlie reasons therefor ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : {a) The attention of the 
Honourable lilember is inffited to the reply given on the 26th September, 
1921, in the Council of State to question No. 160 by Maharaja Sir Manindra 
Chandra Nandy of Kasimbazar. No general revision of piece rates has been 
effected since 1921, but the rates for hand composition have recentl}' been 
increased. There has been no strike since 1920. 

(&) The Government of India have no definite information. Tlie con¬ 
ditions of service in London and Calcutta ai’e so different that a comparison 
of rates would be misleading. 

(c) This does not strictly arise ; but if there has been any increase in 
the disparity between London and Calcutta rates, it is not due to reductions 
of rates in Calcutta. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Deductions on Account of Blanks in Solid Matter from the Wages paid 

TO THE EsIPLOYEES IN THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESSES. 

840. ’^'Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that deductions 
on account of blanks in solid matter obtain in the Government of India 
Presses whereas no such deductions' talce place in the Bengal Government 
Press ? 
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{!)) If the reply to (a) is in the nflirmativc Tvill the Honourable Member 
be pleased to pive the reasons therefor ? . - ■ ' ^ 

' 4 ‘ i 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. Mc.Watters ; (a) and (&). An.enquiry is 
being made and the result udll be communicated to the Ilonourable Mem¬ 
ber in due eour.se. - . j 

Earnings of Binders in the Government of India Presses, 

841. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra ; (a) Is it a fact that the 
earning of the binders in the Government of India Presses is diminishing 
day by day T 

(h) Is it not a fact that since the introduction of the piece system in 
1875 up to July, 1924, the binders were paid by the hour for preparing 
maps, plans and diagrams J 

(c) "Will the Honourable Member be pleased to .slate the reasons why 
and the rules according to which, sub.sequentlj’- to July, 1924, pajrment by 
rates has been introduced ? 

, (d) Is it a fact that formerly leather was used in binding while now 

.cloth is used in its stead 7 

(c) Is it a fact that in consequence more labour as well as time have 
to be spent than before, while the rales have ako been diminished ? 

(/) Will the Honourable Member in charge be pleased to lay on the 
table a eomparatii'e .statement slioiving therein what a worker pi-eviously 
got for binding 100 copies in leather and what he now gels for the same 
in Cloth i 

((/) Is it a fact tliat the juniors alone are paid by the hour ancf'never 
the seniors 7 

(h) If the reply to (g) is in the affirmatiA-c, Avill the Honourable 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor ? 

(j) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to la.v on the table a 
comparatiA'c statement showing the earnings of any fiA’c hinders of the 
Government of India Presses in Calcutta and at Delhi of class (ix) to (xviii) 
severally, and noting the name of each, from January to May, 1924;' and 
from Januar}’ to Maj^ 1928, month by month ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWattei-s : («) No. The binders in the 
Government of India Presses at Delhi, Simla and Aligarh are salaried 
hands, so that it is impossible for their eaimings to diminisli day by day. 
In Calcutta they are paid at the piece-rates, and there has "been no 
reduction in the piece-rates. 

(6) Ye.s. 

(c) I Avould refer the Ilonourable hlember to the reply given to the 
Honourable Mr. Khaparde ’s question No. 40 on 25th August, 1925, in the 
Council of Slate. 

,, .(d) to (Ji). Enquiries are being made and the result ivill be communi¬ 
cated to the Honourable Member in due course. 

. (ij The information asked for by the Honourable Member would re¬ 
quire much time and trouble to collect, but I shall endeavour to liaA’'e a 
comparison made of average earnings of a number of men in 1923-24 and 
1927-28 and inform the Honourable Member of the result. - ’ 
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Amount feE'ENT on Account, of. as welr as the A mount received from the 

Sale of Co^^posING Materials by each of the Government of India 

Presses at Calcutta, Delhi and Simla. . 

842. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Will th« Honourable Member- 
iSi-Charpre be pleased to lay on the table a statement .showing the amount 
separatelj’- under each head, as far as practicable, year bj’^ year from' 1922 
to 1927 spent by the Government of India Presses at CMcutta. Delhi and 
Simla on account of as well as the amount received from the sale of : 

(■/) Composing'materials like spirits, petrol, rope, terpentine, lirush-, 
molasses, flower, coal, composing racks, composing cases, and 

{ii) .shooting brass ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : The information desired by 
the Honourable Member is not readily available, but will, as far as it can 
be collected without an undue amount of labour and difficulty, be supplied 
to him. 

Number of Machines'purchased and sold by the Government of India 
Presses at Calcutta, Delhi, Simla and Aligarh, from 1922 to 1927. 

843. ^'=Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Will the Honourable Member 
be pleased to state the number of machines such as printing, typefoundry, 
hand-press lino, and mono, machines pureha.sed by the Government of India 
Presses at Calcutta, Delhi, Simla and Aligarh, from 1922 to 1927, year 
by year with dates and prices as -well as the number of such machines sold 
during the said period witli dates of purchase and sale, original prices.and 
the'sale prices ? 

The Honourable Air. A. 0. McWatters : Even if all the particulars re¬ 
quired by the Honourable Member arc now available, it would not be 
possible to supply them without an amount of research which would be 
incommensurate with the results. But if particulars can be readily secur¬ 
ed of the number of machines of the kinds mentioned purchased and sold 
between 1922 and 1927 with the prices paid and realized they will be sup¬ 
plied-to the Honourable Member. 

Construction of High Level Platforms on the Stations on the Line 
FROM Chandpur TO Bijnore,' East Indian Railway. 

844. *AIaul'vi Muhammad Yakub : {«) Is it a fact that on the 
railway line which is being constructed from Chandpur to Bijnore on the 
East Indian Railway, in Rohilkhand, alLlhe platforms on the .stations arc 
being constructed very low ? 

(?>) Are Government aware that .such idatforms are liighly incon¬ 
venient to the passengers, specially Indian ladies ? 

(c) Are Government aware that a memorial signed by the public 

of the locality wa.s submitted to the Agent. East Indian Railway, through 
the District Magistrate of Bijnore, hut that the Agent paid no heed 
to the matter ? " ' - 

(d) Do Government propose to move the Agent in the matter’.and 
'direct the construction of raised'platforms on the line mentioned above ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) to (d*). It is'a fact that rail level pa.sscnger 
platforms are being consfructedAri Ihe'Ghan'dpur-Brjnore liner -The usual 
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'■'practice on new lines is to provide fiucli jdatfonns at all stations other 
Ihan those of considerable importance until the p'rowth of traflic jnslifios 
the constrxiction of high level platforms. 


Mr, 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Sir, I do not want to put questions Nos. 84o 
nnd 846. I put (luestion No, 847, 

■ ■ tSli)* & 846*. 


NuMBEU of StIPENDIABY SonOLABS SELECTED AND TBAlNED FOB AbCH/EOLOGI- 

OAL AVobk dubing toe Last Two Yeaks. 

847. *Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Will Government be plerwed to 
.state the number of stipendiaiw scholars selected and trained hj* them 
ior Archmological work during the ln.st two years ? 

(i) What is the purpose and object in selecting and training such 
scholars at the iniblic expense ? 

(c) What is the procedure by which these scholars were selected ? 

(d) What is the number of candidate.s who- applied for .selection ? 

(e) When did this selection take place ? 

(/) Were Government .satisfied at the time the .selection was made 
that those selected by them Averc the best available among those who 
.offered themselves for selection ? 

Tbaining of Indians fob AkciijEological Work. 

848. =^'Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : (<i) Will Government be ])lcascd to 
state the authority under Avliom stipendiary scholars selected for Ai-clueo- 
'logical Avork are being trained, and the reports they have from time to time 
receiA'cd of their progress ? 

(&) Js it a fact that before they Averc appointed to seholnr.-.-hips-. the 
■selected scholars AA-ere required to produce certificates of medical fitness 
such as are produced hy tliosc entering GoA'ci-nment .service ? 

(c) Were the selected scholars called hy GoA-ernmont or their tiireney 
for a personal intervicAv before their final selection Avas eontirmod '? 

(d) Do GoA'crnment propose to provide their trained .scholars Avifh 
•careers if and AA'hen any are available, in preference to those not trained 
hy GoA'ernraent " 

(c) Are GoA'ernment. aAA’are of any recognised non-official institution 
in India A\diicli offers equal facilities for practical training in Indian 
Arcbfeology such as arc aA’ailahle under their 0AA*n auspice.s ? 

(/) Is it a fact that seA’^eral Indian States, Museum Committce.s and 
some Colonial Governments find it necessary from time to time to have 
their candidates trained and recommended by the Archieologicnl Depart¬ 
ment under it, before appointing them to posts of responsibility ? 

Nttmbeb of Indian Officers appointed to the Archaeological Survey 
’-OF India avithout first undergoing Training in SurveyWorkI 

849. *Mr. C. B. Ranga Iyer : (o) Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of Indian officers in the Archeological Survey of India 


tKot put by the Honourable Member, Mr. C. S. Itanga Iyer. 
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excluding the Epigraphic and Architectural Branches, who were appointed 
without being first required to undergo training in the Survey itself ? 

(&) Do Government intend to select more scholars for training in 
Archajological methods in the near future ? 

(c) If answer to part (b)' be in the affirmative, ivill Government 
kindly state : 

(i) the necessity for selecting more scholars when those already 
-selected and under training have not been absorbed in the 
service of the Archajological Department : and 

(n) the manner in which the new scholars will be selected, trained 
and ultimately employed by Government ? 

Vacancies in the Archeological Survey of India. 

850. *Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : (1) (a) Will Government kindly state 
the number of posts that remained vacant in the Arehaiological Survey 
during the last three years, giving the length of time for which each 
remained vacant ? 

(b) What is the number of posts now lying vacant or likely to fall 
vacant during the next twelve months ? 

(c) Have Govei-nment ready means of filling these posts as soon aff 
they fall vacant ? 

(2) (a) If tlie answer to (c) above be in the negative, vill Government 
kindly state how they propose to remedy this defect in the organisation 
of its Archfflological personnel ? 

(b) Do long term vacancies in the Archaeological Survey leave tiie' 
efficiency and continuity of that Department’s work unimpaired ? 

(c) Have Goveimment any objection to obtaining the consent and 
approval of the Public Service Commission, if that Is at all necessary, 
to appoint the scholars whom they have already selected and trained to 
emergent or permanent vacancies that occur in the Arehreological Survej' 
subject always to the report of the expert authoritj’- which trains such, 
scholars ? 

(d) How long do Government propose to detain the present scholar.? 
in training and what is the understanding as to their future pro.speets ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : With your permission. Sir, I shall an.swer questions 
847, 848, 849 and 850 together. Enquiries are being made and the in¬ 
formation asked for will be communicated to the Honourable i\Iember in 
due coui’se. 

Recruitment of iT*'^’®ENTicES and Scholars for Training in Technical 
and Scientific DhPARTJiENXS. 

851. *Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Will Government kindly state the- 
procedure they sanction for : 

(a) recruiting apprentices and scholars for training in technical 
and scientific departments with a tyew to their ultimate 
emiiloyment in the superior posts of those departments : and. 
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(h) appoinliiig .such nppmificc.*? and - scholars regular service 

after their training is favourably rejjortcd on by those 
technically competent and rc.spon.sible for imparting .such 
training ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : 1 am afraid it is not possible 
for me, in an answer to a quc.slion, to give any adequate description of 
the various apprenticcshii) schemes in force. If the Honourable Member 
is interested in a .scheme applicable in any particular department, T shall 
dndeavour to obtain particulars for him. Ordinarily appreiilices do 
not receive a guarantee of an appoinVment under Oovernment. 

CONSXnUCT'lON OF OvKRnniDGKS OK UNDKRnUinOKS AT THIcLEVnn Crossi.vos 

NEAR Guntur, Tenaia and Nkleore Station.s on xiiE^lAnRA.s and 

Southern Mahratta JlAiowAy. 

852. *Mr. B. P. Naidu : (a) Are the Government aware that-consider- 
able public inconvenieneo is being caii.sed by frequently keeping the 
gates shut at the Icvcl-erossings adjacent to and on the sojith of the 
Madras and Southern iMahratta Railway stations of Guntur, Tenali and 
Nellore*? 

(?;) If so, when do the Government propose to obviate tbi.s ia- 
convenidneo by putting up either over-bridges or under-bridge.s, wliich- 
ever are feasible, at tliose level crossings ? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons ; (o) and (h). Government have received no 
conqdaijil.s. nor apparently lias the matter been raised by ll^e .Loenl 
Advisory Commit lee. They arc sending a copy of the llonoi'iraiile 
Member’.s que.stion to the Agent. • i 

Construction or ‘Waiting Sheds at Singarayakonda, Ticrru, Tai.amanchi 

AND •iCou.v.vALUR Stations on the Madras and Southern .^L\hr.\tta 

Raiiavay. 

853. *Mr. B. P. Naidu ; (a) Arc the Government aware that mucii 
sutforing is caused to third class passengers for want of waiting sheds 
at Singarayakonda, Tcttii, Talamancbi and Ivodavalur .statinnsdi (he 
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway ? 

(h) Are there any proposals for the construetion of these; .sheds in 
th'e immediate future at tlie above stations ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : («) and (&). Government have no information. 
As I liaA-e o.xplaiued before, tlie provision of waiting ruonis and sheds is a 
matter wliieh we leave to ihe Agenus. T am. however, .sending a copy of 
the Honourable Member’s question to the Agent of the Madra*^ :nid 
Southern iMahratfa Railway. 

Provident Fund for Government Empi.oyees. 

. - 854. ’’"Mr. M. K. Acharya : "Witli refereneo to starred question Xo. 9! 

and answer thereto, dated 3rd February 1927, on the .subject of Pro¬ 
vident Fund for Government employees, Avill Government he ploa.sed to 
say ; 

(a) whether Government are aware that the matter has beer, 
before them since 18th February. 1924, when a Re.solutiou 
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on^the subject was moved in the Council of State by the 
Honourable Mr. S. Vedainurti ; 

(&) whether Government have come to any conclusions on the 
said matter ; and if not, will Government make a state¬ 
ment on the stage of consideration which the matter flas 
reached ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) Yes. 

(b) T "would refer the Honourable Member to the latter part_of the 
Teplj'", given to question No. 448 asked by Khan Bahadur Makhdum Sj’cd 
Rajan Baksh Shah in this House on the 11th of this month. The-scheme- 
referred to therein is the otitcome of the Resolution moved by the Honour- 
.able Mr. Vedamurti in the Council of State on the 18th February, 1924". 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : When may we expect the Government to give 
us an early reply in the matter ? 

The "Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I did not quite catch the 
Honourable Member. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : When may we expect the Government to give 
us an early reply in the matter referred to in the question ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I have already said, Sir, 
I think, in replying to a que.stion by Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Rajan 
,Haksh Shah, that a particular scheme is now engaging the consideration 
of the Government. 

. K'HifUCATION OF THE UnTOUOHABLES AND OTHER DEPRESSED ..CLASSES. 

Bahadur M. C. Eajah : (o) Will the Government be 
pleased to state, if they have issued directions to all Local Governmeut-s 
to provide facilities for the education of the untouchables and other 
depressed classes in accordance with the Resolution passed, .on the 23rd 
Pebruarj^ 1928, bj’’ the Legislative Assembly ? 

(b) if the answer to the above is in the negative, do thej^ propo.se to 
issue instructions immediately ? 

(c) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will they be 
pleased to state what reply they have received since then from the 
Tarious Local Governments ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) The nllentnon of the Hononrablo Member is 
•invited to the reply given to a .similar question asked by Pandit Thakur 
Das Bharrrava in the Legislative Assembly on the 17th .September. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(>) Only two Local Governments have so far replied. It is the 
intention of Government when all the rei)lies are in to place a summary 
on the table of the House for the information of Honourable hlomber.s. 

Anfltoration of the Condition of the Depressed Classes. 

866. =!=Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah; (a) Will the Government be 
pleased to state "udiat is being done at present throughout India with re¬ 
gard to the amelioration of the condition of the depre.ssed classes ? 

(b) If Government are not in possession of the information, do they 
propose to call for the information and place it on the table 1 
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The Honourable Mr, J. Orerar : (a) and (b). A>^ tbe Honourable 
Member is aware the matter is one primarily for the Local Governments, 
The Government of India have every reason to believe that Local Govern¬ 
ments are alive to the importance of the question of the amelioration of 
the condition of depressed classes and are taking steps in various direc¬ 
tions to achieve this object. 


Opening of a Eailway Station to tee West of Halea in Sind, 


857. ''Mr. Lalchancl Navalrai : (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to a contribution published in the Sind Observer, Karachi^ 
dated 3rd September 1928 under the heading ‘ Sind Feeder Lines ’ refer¬ 
ring to the demand of the Halla citizens for a station on the western 
side and their petition signed by several Hindus and Muhammadans 
to the Commissioner in Sind asking for a railway station to be opened 
to the west of Halla ? 


(5) Do Government propose to undertake enquiries into the matter 
and be pleased to see their way to take necessary action for the con¬ 
venience of the western side of Halla ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government have not seen the article 
refejTcd to. 


(5) I imagine the Commissioner in Sind will have referred the matter 
to the Aaent, North-Western Kailway. if he thought it desirable. In any"' 
case. 1 will send a copy of the Honourable Member's question to the Agent 
in order to draw his attention to the matter. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I have a copy ivith me, and if the Honour¬ 
able Member desires to see it I can give it to him now. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I should be vei\y glad to see the article. 


(A copy of the article was handed in.) 

Conveesion of India into a Great Eastern Military Depot 

British. 



FOR THE 


858. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh («.) Is there any proposal of con-' 
verting India into a great Eastern Military Depot for the British, analog¬ 
ous to the Singapore Naval Base, and of reducing the Indian Army into 
a mere territorial force ? 

(5) Is there any proposal to organise a permanent force in India, 
available for use at any time in any part of the Par East, aiui that ihe 
control of such a force would vest in the War Office in London, and not iu 
the Government of India ; and that the cost of such a force is to be 
borne by contributions from the Dominions, the Indian Government, and 
the Indian Princes ? 

Ml’. G. M. Young : The answer to both parts of the question is in the 
negative throughout. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Are Government aware that statements to 
this effect appeared in the Press, and they were not contradicted at the 
time ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I ivas not awmre until now that rumours of this 
kind had obtained currency in the Press. I must express my indebtedness 
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to tlie Honourable Member for giving me an opportunity to contradict 
them noAv. ' 


Reduction of Indian Eepeesentation in the Municipality at Nairobi, 

ETC. 

869,. =^Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. : Will Government kindly state if 
one of the recommendations of the Feetham Report on Kenya is that 
Indian representation in the Municipality at Nairobi be reduced ? What 
are the other recommendations in the Report adversely affecting the 
.y Indian community, and Avhat steps have Government taken in the matter 1 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The attention of the Honourable Member is 
invited to the ansAvers given by me to Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru’s 
questions Nos. 124—126 asked on the 6th February, 1928. 

Appointment of an Indian Representative permanently at Geneva. 

860. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it not a fact that the Gov¬ 
ernment of India delegates to the World Economic Conference at 
Geneva, had recommended the permanent appointment of an Indian 
representative at GencA'a ? 

{b) HaA’'e Government selected any such representative, and Avhen 

tlie appointment likel 3 " to be fiUed up ? 

Mr. L. Graham : (a) Yes. 

(b) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the replA-' given 
on the Stli instant to starred question No. 260 b.A' Mr. N. M. Joslii. 

Protection of the Ra;ilavay Line at Ramesaa'aram from Sand Dunes, etc. 

'SGI. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Government kindly stale 
Vliat project has been finallj’- adopted to protect the raihvay line at 
RamesAvaram (South India) from sand dunes, Avithout adding to the 
irouble and inconvenience of the pilgrim traffic ? 

(by is i1 a fact that the Agent of the Soutli Lidian RailiA'ay sub¬ 
mitted a proposal for the diA'el'sion of the present alignment botAA'een 
Pamban and RamesAvaram tOAvards the north, Avith a ucaa* Eameswaram 
•station, Avhich Avill be only Avithin two furlongs of the famous temple, 
and of the main part of the toAvn ? If so, Avhen aaIII thi.s selieme be 
taken in hand 1 

Mi\ A. A. L. Parsons : (n) and (&). It has been decided 1o construct 
a branch line from Pamban to the north of RamesAvaram Aviiere there Avill 
be. a .station Avithin tAVo furlongs of the temple. .The scliemc Avill be 
taken in hand shortly-. 


, India House, London. 

862. =^=Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the London 
Couutj' Council has accepted the offer of the High Commissioner* for 
India to rent for £6.000 a A'ear on a 999 years’ lease a site in AldAA-ych af 
the junction vitii hlontreal Place ? 

- L1.A2LA 
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{u) -will the construction of the new India •TJoU'ie begin, .ai'i 

what total cost, and wlio is the aullior of tlie design ? 


The Honourable Sii* George Hainy ; (a) Yes. ,/• 

ih) d'he Avork was ctnnmenced ahonl the 1)eginning of February Iasi. 
The jire.'-enl estimated cosr of the huiiding is £:-}.24,22{). It iias been 
designed l)y hiir JfcrI)ort Bakei*. 


PrEVEOTION of INT)I.\E.S from C05IPETIXG AT THE I. C, 

IE Loeeok. 


S. BeAMI.VATIOE JIEI.O 


863. ='=Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Arc Governinent aware of any pru' 
posal to stop Indian youths from competing for the J. C. S. examination 
in Lonaon, in vicAV of the fact that many Indians Jiavo eonie out .sneecss- 
fid in the London examination ? 


The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : The question v.'helinn' any st-eps 
could be talceii whereby a larger number of the Indian vaeaneios would 
be available for the examination in India is being exploj-ed. Init no pro- 
Ijosal is under consideration that Indians should he prohibited from 
ef)3ii]>eling in London. 

Expenditure ox the Maintenance of TemYles and Mosques for Indian 

Troops and Civil Officers. 

864. '••Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Ts it a fact that in l‘)26 a siun ol 
about Rs. 41 lakhs had been expended from Indian rovennes " for main¬ 
tenance of chaplains and churches for troops and civil officers *’ in India i' 
If so, what sum was .spent in that year out of Indian rcvenue.s for the 
maintenance of temples and mosques for Indian troops and civil ofilcev' 
In India ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The actual expenditure incurred 
in 1926-27 On the maintenanee of churches and cliaplains for British 
troops and civil officers in India was about' 45 lalchs. 

Government do not jirovidc funds for the erection or maintenance 
of temples or mosques for the use of Indian troops. But a .sum of 
Rs. 1.39,25-± was expended diirin" 1926-27 for the ])rovision of religions 
teachers in units of the Indian Army. Tlie Government of India are 
hound by Ihe King’s Regulations to provide religions ministration for 
British soldiers serving in India, and since 1698, it has been the practice, 
first of the East India Company and then of tlie Gov'ernment of India, to 
provide, «v.nthin reasonable limit.s, for the, miuistratiion of religion to 
BrkiSh-born European servants of the Crown. It may also be pointed out 
'.that many temples and mosques in India receiA'e indirect subsidies from 
the Government m the shape of remissions of land revenues on land 
owned by, them. I ivould also invile the Honourable Member’s attention 
to the answer given by the Honourable Mx’. (noAv Sir) A. C. Chatterjee 
to Khan Bahadur Maklidum Syed Ra.iaix Baksh Shah’s starred question 
No. 1951 on the 15th September, 1924. 

Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : May I know. Sir. xvhether the per.sons 
employed' loi- religious teaching to tlie British officers are Indians or 
Euro]man.s 1 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Ohaplaijis ■? 
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Mr. C. Duraiswamy AiyaDgar : Yes. 

The Konoarable Sir George Rainy : I imagine that practieall.y all the 
chaplains are Europeans, hut I have not actually veritiecl the fact. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : May I laiow, Sir, whether there will 
he any difference made if Indian Christians are appointed for teaching 
religion to British officers ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; I am afraid I must ask for notice 
of that question. i 

Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : I want to loiow whether the Bible 
which Indian Christians will teach to British officers will be in any way 
different from the Bible which European chaplains teach to Briti.sh 
officers ? 

The Honourable Sir George Riny : I imagine the Honourable Member 
is in as good a position as m 5 ’’self to answer that question. 


Expenditure on the Indian States’ CoM^^TTEE. 

865. '-iMr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government kindly state if the 
cost of the Committee which has been appointed to report upon the 
relationship between the Paramount Power and the Indian States, 
will be borne by the Indian revenues ; and if so, to what extent 1 
What would be the total cost ? 

t 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Yes, Sir. It is of course impossible 
to .state the total cost in advance, but the cost up to the end of July last was 
about Rs. 86,000. 


CoAfPENSATION EOR THE SEQUESTRATION OF THE PROPERTIES OF THE BaSBL 

Mission Company. 

866. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : («.) Is it a' fact that during the 
European War, the commercial properties, consisting of the factories, 
shops and stores, belonging to Swiss subjects, and known as the Basel 
ilission Company, trading in India, were sequestrated under the belief 
that tliose properties were largely enemy controlled ; but that this 
belief has now been proved to be groundless by a French court of 
enquiry ? 

(b) Is it contemplated to give compensation out of Indian revenues 
to cover the loss incurred by the said Company for the sequestration of 
their properties ? If so, to what extent ? 

' > •> 

The Honourable Mr. J, Crerar : {a) Properties belonging to the Basel 
Jlission Trading Company were taken over and held under the Enemy 
Trading Act on tlie ground that it came witliin the terms of section 2 of the 
Act. Government are not aware of any enquiry- by a French court of 
enquiry. 

(h) I regret 1 am not in a position to make any .statement at present 


Ll.'iSIiA 
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Employ.ment of Muslims in the Office of the Dikectob of Civil Avia 


xroN. f 

* / 

867. Abdul Matin Chaudbury (on behalf of Mr. Ainvar-ul- 

Azim) : (a) Will Government please .state how many new appointmoiits, 
boih temporary and permanent, have been created in each Divi.sion in 
the office of the Director of Civil Aviation .since 1st Septemlier, 1927. up 
lill Sl.st August, 1928, and how many of those have been given to 
Muslims ? 


(b) Is it a fact that there is no Muslim in the first division in tliis 
office ? If not, why not 1 

The Honourable Mr. A, C. MeWatters : (a) The following iiermanent 
posts in the office of the Director of Civil Aviation were created between 
1st September, 1927, and Slst August, 1928. 


Assistants 


Clerk 


1 


The clerk’s post was filled by the recruitment of a Sluslim. In additirm. 
one tomporarj’’ post was sanctioned for a period of two year.‘j from 1st 
January, 1928, and a Muslim has been appointed to this jio.st. 

(i) Yes. No suitable candidate has applied. 


Employment of Muslims in the Public Wobks BB,iVNcii of the Depakt- 
MENT OF Industries and Labour. 

868. *Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of IVlr. Anwar-ul- 
Azim) : Will Government please state how many vacancies, both tem- 
.poraiy and permanent, occurred in each division in the Public Work.s 
Branch of .the Department of Industries and Labour, from 1st September, 
1927, to -31st August, 1928, and how many of these were given to 
Muslims ? 

The Honoimable Mr. A. 0, MeWatters : There were thiau* vacancies 
during the period referred to. namely, one permanent in the fii’st division 
.and two temporary in the third division. One of tlie temporary posts wa.s 
given to a Muslim. 

Employment of Muslisis in the Office of the Railway Board. 

869. *IVrr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-til- 
Azirn)': Will Government please state how many vacancies, both tem¬ 
porary and permanent, oeenrred in the office of the Railway Board 
from the 1st September, 1927. to the'31st August. 1928. and hoAv'many of 
these AvCre given to Muslims ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; 19 vacanices occurred in the Railway Board’s 
office from 1st September, 1927, to 31st August. 1928, against which seven 
Muslims were appointed. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the ITonourahle Member please si ate if 
there are any officers or subordinates in the offices of the Railway Board 
from Sind ? If not, do Government propose to appoint some of them ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I must ask for notice of this question, Sir. 

Pandit Hirday Natk Kunzru : May I the Honourable ]\Iember how 
it is that he has been pleased to answer communal questions this time ? <■ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : It has always, I think, been the practice to give 
stalistics with regard to our own office up here which is under our immediate 
supervision. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it the practice to give answers to com¬ 
munal questions, so far as Hindus and Muhammadans ai‘e concerned, but so 
far as Indians and Europeans are concerned not to give such answers ; 

IVIr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir. 

Staff of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

870. ^Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Azim) : Will the Government be pleased to state whether the Railway 
Board are observing the canons of financial propriety in sanctioning 
the staff for the Railway Clearing Aecohnts Office ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The reply is in the affirmative. 

Overworked Clerks in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

871. =''Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of IVIi-. Anwar-ul- 
Azim) : (a) Are the Government aware of the fact that the clerks of 
tlie Clearing Accounts Office attend office on gazetted holidays and 
Sundays and sit late hours in spile of the fact that the woi’k is set 
after shifting the office from Lahore to Delhi ? 

(5) Will the Government be pleased to state in what Civil Service 
Regulations or Fundamental Rules this daily extra attendance of the 
staff is provided for ? 

(c) Do the Government propose to stop this ])ractice of daily extra 
attendance and attendance on gazetted-holidays and Sunday.s ? If so will 
the Government be pleased to state what measures they propose to take 
to redress the grievances of the staff V 

(fZ) Are the Government aware of the fact tliat owing to excessive 
work leave is not granted to clerics even in emergent cases ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) I would invite the Honourable Member’s 
attention to the reply gi^nen by me to Hap Abdoola Ilaroon to a similar 
que.stion (No. S3) in the la.st Delhi Session. 

(5) The Civil Service Regulations and Fundamental Rules do not 
deal with questions of this sort. ' 

(c) Government db not consider that action is necessary. 

((7) The Director of the Clearing Accounts Office reports that leave 
is granted to the staff on a reasonable scale. 

Agitation in the Press about the Grievances of the Staff of the Rail¬ 
way Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

872. ='=Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Azim) ; (1) Are the Government aware of the fact that there is a great 
stir in the Press about the grievances of the staff. If so, has the atten¬ 
tion of Government been invited to the series of articles printed in the 
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Mushm Onilook and otlier loading- pu])cr.s. inchuliuT an lAnglo-lntlian 
-organ ? 

t * 

(2) Are the Governinont aware of (ijc> facf that one ollieor of fhe 
depai'tment liad been going lo Ihe houses of the .Members of llu* Legisla- 
tn^e Assembly, to the editors of newspapers and other peojde holding 
similar positioms to win their favour and work for his cause ? 

(&) Are Government aw'are of the fact that the same officer .‘'Cnt a 
man to the Editor of (he Mvslivi OuUool: to slop this agitation 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I jn-ojiosc, with vour permission, Sir, to answer 
questions Nos. 872, 873, 877, 878, 880, 883* 882, 884, 885, 888, 8yb, .sOb, 
891 and 892 together. 'I’lie series of qiic-dions is in effect a rejiefilion of 
allegations which have lieen made that Kai Bahadur Faqir Cliand, AssiMant 
Director of tlie Clearing Accounts Office, is using hi.s official position to 
secure places in that office for rchilive.s, oi- otlii-r ]ierKons in wliom lic 
interested to the exclusion of other candidates, more parficiilarjv iMoshun 
Government have s-ati.sfied theniselve.s that these allegations agi'inst an 
honest and able officer arc entirely without foundation, and they do not 
propose to make the onqiiivies-which the Ilononralile Meinher's questions 
suggest. I may add that the appointments in tliis office are made bv the 
Director and not by Pai Bahadur Faqir ('hand. 

Mr. Gaya. Prasad. Singh : May I know. Sir. what aiillioi-ity tla- 
TIonourable Member has for making the insinuation contained iii*.somt- 
ot these questions '? 

C 5 ‘ Abdul Matin Chaudhury : Am I to reply to that que.stion 

oir ! ' ’ 


Mr. President : If the Ilononrahlc hlemhov pleases. 

Articles written by the late Mr. K. C. ViDiARxni, Manager, Bh.arat 
Insurance Company, on behalf of the Asslstant Director, Pailway 
Clearing Accounts. 


Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
fi,- Ar aware of the fact that the late Mr. K. C 

Bharat Imsuranec'Company, wrote articles on be¬ 
half of the Assistant Director, Raihvay Cieariiig Accounts ? If so will 

^e Government be plea.sed to .state ivhat interest led an outsider to 
meddle,in Government affairs 1 oiii.suiei to 


Answers TO Questions put on the 19xh March, 1928, regarding the 
• rtAiLWAY Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi 

. 874. -Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on helnif -ar a i 

Aziiu) : 'W’ill the Government be pleased to Isa' n'n + 7 , + iV " 
the answers given to questions Nos. 454 to 468 and 47^8 
by Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim on the 19th March, 1928 f ‘ together put 

evinc^ -a^detir^ffr^Te^'ffiformatio? Sdy'''sent’’to''tl‘’'’ I'j’" 

Member h is certainly, not of sufficient importance to la> on SeTble 


tt'ox ansAV-or to thi. question, see answer to .question No. 8727 
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IDjiPLorjiEKi- OF Hindus and.-Musluis in Vacancies occurring in the 

Bailway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, since jMvrch 1928. 

-...875. ^Mr. Abdul Matin Cbaudiiury (on behalf of ilr. Anwar-nl- 
Azini) : (ft) How many wacancies occurred in the Railway Clearing Ac¬ 
counts Office .since March 1928 ? 

{h) Hotv many of them were filled, by idu,slims and how many by 
Hindus 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : («) 111. 

(5). I regret that i am not prepared to give this .nformariou. 

Pandit Hirday Hath Kunzru : Is the Railway Clearing Accounts 
Office under the Railway Board or not ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Yes, Sir, it is under the Railway Board, but 
it is not the Railwaj^ Board’s own office. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is the office managed by the Railway 
Board ? The Honourable Member stated just now that he had no objec¬ 
tion to giving the figures for appointments held at present by the various 
communities in offices under the Railway Board. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I made no .such statement. Sir. I did not 
even say that I had no objection to giving these figures for appoint¬ 
ments in the Railway Board’s Office. Bui it has, I think, been the 
practice to give those figures for the Central Office of the Railway Board 
and for that reason I gave them. PersonalljL if it had not been the 
practice, I should have been very unwilling to give them. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohaudhury ; WiR the Honourable Member 
state what is the reason for not giving this information ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Sir, I have explained that so frecpiently, not 
only in replies to que-stions hut also I think during the course of the lasi 
Railway Budget debate, that it is not desirable that I should do .so again ; 
or certainly not necessary. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohaudhury : Why is it not desirable, Sir ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : To furnish information of this kind witi" 
regard to communal representation in individual offices and brandies 
of the Railways merely accentuates communal feeling in those office.s, 
and is bad for the work of llio.se offices. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohaudhury ; Is it a fact that the Government 
i.s withholding that information to hide the racial and eommnnal bias 
of their subordinates ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Nothing of the sort. Sir. It is well known, 
S.r, to the House that ive do give details of communal representation on 
all Railway.s, though not of individual offices on Railwaj-.s. in our annual 
reports. We there give it in a form which does not accentuate feeling 
in individual offices and hrancbc.s. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Is not this contrary to the undertaking given li.v 
Lord Reading. Sir ? If the answer is in the negative, do Government pro¬ 
pose to state the rea.sons why we should not give effect to the terms of ap¬ 
pointment for the Muhammadan community and other communities in 
India • 
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A. A. L. Parsons : I am .sure, .Sir, ilial iiotliinf' T have said is 
oppo.sed to ;ni.y uuclortaking ?ivL*n by His E.vcollcDcy Lord Rending. As 
n matter of fact, in several of tlic ofiices, •with regard to whieli I have been 
refusing to give figures, 1 happen to knoiv that the Muslim appointments 
have in recent years been, if anything, in excess of the (pmta which 
they would get under any strict proportional representation. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In view of the fact, Sir, that the Honourable Membfr 
has told us that he is not going to give the figures, is there any other way for 
the benefit of the country to test the accuracy and veracity of the lloiiour- 
ahle IMember’s answer in this Assembly, Avlicthor they are acting in accord¬ 
ance with the circular of tile Home Department of 392a and the solemn 
declarations made in that time of distress in ('alcutta by Lord Reading ? 

Mir, A. A. L. Parsons : Sir, I am not accustomed to have my A’cracify 
challenged in this House and I must refuse to answer the Honourable 
3Iember’.s que.stion. 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; Do T understand by concealment of figure.s tlie (tuv- 
ernmnent betrays the purpo.se for ivluch Lord Reading made a .solemn 
declaration specifically > The Honourable ^Member in charge of Railways 
now tells us that he will not give the accurate figure.s and it is for their own 
Uenefit that they tell us it is a communal matter and tliey Avill not dividue 
the secret. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I am afraid, fiir, T cannot accept 
the iinplioations of the Honourable hlember’s quc.stion or admit tlmt tlie 
motives h.e attributes to the Government of India can fairly be attributed 
to them. I am sure that on reflection he Avill .sec that what lie has sug. 
gested is less than fair to the Government, 

Mr. K. Ahmed What is the I’cason (hen, Sir. for the Honourable 
]\Iember refusing to give accurate figures of those apimintment.s and 
debarring the representatives of the people from knowing ivhat tlie actual 
position is ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; My Honourable fr'eiid. Mr. 
Phi-sons, has attempted rejieatedly to convoy that information to the Honour¬ 
able Member and, as be has apparently been unsuccessful, T have little 
hope that I shall have better success. 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; Will the Honourable ^Member himself take the 
responsibility of his Department and give the figures that arc a.skecl for ? 
May I say, Sir, that it is both for the benefit of the country and for the 
benefit of the Government to shoAV to the people that the Government is 
acting in accordance ivitli the directions given to them by the Home Depart¬ 
ment circular and the solemn declarations made by Lord Reading in 192;') ? 
If they Avill not state the reasons, a.s the Honourable Jilr. Parsons has 
told us, Avill they state the circumstnees vdiich justifi' their refusal ’ 
I am entitled to an ansAver, Sir. ‘ ‘ ' ' 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; I am afraid I have nothing to 
add to the answers already given by jny friend j\Ir. Parsons. 

• K. Ahmed : In vieAv-of the fact that the Hononvable Member 

can see that he has hopelessly failed to sati.sf5- the hlenibens of this As.semblv. 
who are representative.-^ of the. people of this country. Avill he, as head of 
iC Department, explain the reason or reasons AAdiy he should not state 
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the cireunistances which • prevent him from giving the accurate ’ figures 
asked for to this House ? 

Gaya Prasad Singh ; Sir, is it not a fact that such questions are 
sometimes prompted by persons Avho consider tlicmselves aggrieved for 
some reason or other ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : That is all the more reason, Sir, whv the Honourable 
Member should ansAver tlie question, ilay I have an answer ? 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury : Do the Government reaii'^e that 
communal feeling is accentuated because of the in.iustice that is done to 
I'luhgmmadans and not by the publication of tlie figures •? 

‘ Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir. 

Dr. B. S. Moonje : Is it the fact. Sir. that Muhammadans ;u‘e not 
gHen posts because the GoA'ernnient does not want to gh'e them posts and 
Avant to favour the Hindus ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir. 

Gradation List of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

S76. *']VIr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr. AnAvar-ul- 
Azim) : What are_ the regulations for preparing the gradation list in 
the EailAvay Clearing Accounts Office ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The regulations are at present under considera¬ 
tion. 

Employment of Muslims in the Railavay Clearing Accounts Office, 

Delhi. 

1877. *Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of ilr. AiiAvar-ul- 
Azini) : Is It a fact that all the appointments in the Raihvay Clearing- 
Accounts Office Avere made on the recommendations of Assistant 
Director No. 1 ? If so, did his teeoramendations result in Muslim 
interests being ignored “I 

Qualifications of Mb. -Vasta appointed to the Railavay Clearing 

‘ Accounts Office, Delhi. 

1878. Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Azim) : (a) Is it a fact that Mr. Vasta draAving Rs. 80 in the office of 
tlie District and Sessions Judge, MianAvali. Avas appoinfed on E.s. 130 in 
the EailAAmy Clearing Accounts Office and soon after his pav Avas raised 
to Rs. 230 ? 

(b) What are his qualifications ? 

(c) Is it a fact that he is one of the relatives of tlie Assistant 
DixectoT I • 

Safeguarding of the Interests of Muslims in the Railavay Clearing 
Accounts Office, Delhi. 

tiiO. *Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of ilr. AnAvar-ul- 
Azim) : Will the Government be pleased to state Avhat .steps Avere taken 

IPor answer to this question, sec .Answer to question :No. 872. 
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to s.ai’egnard Iho lyiiislim intorosls in llto Kailway (Scaring Acoonnts 
Office at the lime of rcciniilinenl, as the staff ytih samUionetl on ]81!i 
December, 1920, after llic i.ssne ol Home Dc]>aiTtnenF memorundum No. 
P.-176j2u-Ests., dated the loth March, 192G ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; The Director of llic Clearing Aeeouiils (dfflce 
is aware of llie oialcr.'- of Govermii(3nr and, 1 am sure. folliAs.^ tlicm. 


Residenck of Each ;^L\n eju'Loyed ik the Raiiavay Ceeaihyo Accounts 

Office, Delhi. 

f880. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of JMr. Aiurar-ul- 
A/.im) : (1) (o) Is it a fact that a majority of Hindu young men re¬ 
cruited to tlic Railway Clearing Accounts Office hch)ng to that part of 
the Province to which the gentleman at the top belongs as pnhlished in 
the Muslim Outlook ? 

(h) Tf the answer to part (n) be in negative will Government he 
pleased to lay on the table a statement gmng parficular.s as to the re-i 
dence of oaeii man employed in the Railway Clearing Aeeonnis Oni(>e 1 

(2) (a) Is it a fact that there ai'c 18 officcr.s in the senior grade of 
the Railway Clearing Accounts Office and that out of these 14 arc Hindus, 
two Europeans, one Christian and one Mu.slim ? 

(h) Are the 14 Hindus drawing Rs. 5,200 a month, while the only 
hluslim is getting Rs. 150 per month. 

(c) If the answer to parts (a) and (b) be in the negative will the 
Government be pleased to lay on the table a staiement .showing the cor- 
reel figures ? 


Ceiticism in the Mtislim Outlook of the Administration of the Assistant 
Director, Railway Clearing Accounts Oitice, Delhi. 

t881. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-uh- 
,Azmi) ; (1) Will the Government please verifv the statistics imblisbcd 
in the Mmhm OuOiHik, dated 25tli February, 1928, lOtli, 13th and'- JOth 
March, 1928, about the Railway Clearing Accounts Office 

(2) (o) Is it a fact that there are 4-1 .Snb-Hcads in the Railwav 
Clearing Accounts Office and 5 only are Muslims and one Amrlo-Iiuliau as 
published in the Muslim Outlook ? 


(6) If the answer to part (o) be in negative will the Government 
be pleased to give the correct figures in this respect ? 

•R -1 A S' Chand, Assistant Director, 

Railway Clearing Accounts Office, sent an office hand to IStr. Nural Ilaci 
With a view to prevail upon him to cease criticising his aclmiuistrarinn 
policy as inibhshcd in the Mushm Outlook ? 

tlie said officer tried to secure a statonieni from 
the said ofiice hand after the article was published ? 


Paucity of Muslims in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

of Anwar-iil- 

^ ) • ( ) Is It a fact that 400 men have been recruited as clerks in 

tUor answer to this question, sec answer to question No. 872. ^ 
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» • * * 

ttie Eailwaj Clearing Aeebmi,ts Office as published in the MubalUgh out 
o£ ‘■which 15 or 16 are Muslims ? 

(5) If the an,■^^yer to part (a) be in the negative, will the Goveniuicid, 
be pleased to give the correct figures in this respect i 


Sale of Bricks purchased for laying the Floor in a Camp for the 
, Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

883'. .Mr. Abdul Matin Ohaudhury (on behalf of Mr. An'war-ul- 
Aiiim) t,; With reference to the answer given to question No. 81, put 
by Haft. Abdulla Haroon on 1st February, 1928, will the Government 
please state.: 

(fl) if those bricks were cemented or plastered ? 

(h) if the answer to part (o) be in the negative, will Government 
please state how those bricks bought for Rs. 90 were sold for 
Rs. 30 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government have no informaficn. 

(?i) Because that was the best price Government couVl net at the 
time \ it is understood the purchaser has not up to the present time con¬ 
sidered it worth while to remove the bricks from the site. 

Names of Muslim and Hindu Graduates and Undergraduates employ- 
.'ed in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, etc. 

•1884. Mr. Abdul Matin Ohaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Aivim) : Will the Government Re pleased to place on the table a state¬ 
ment showing : 

(a) (i) the names of Muslim graduates and undergraduates work¬ 

ing in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office ? 

(w) what is the length of their services ? 

\iii) If any chances of .sub-headship and Inspectorship hare been 
, ? given to any of tliem ? 

(b) . (i) Names of Hindu graduates and undergraduates working in 
'' the Railway Clearing Accounts Office ? 

■ (ii) What is the length of their .services ? 

(in) If any chances of sub-headship and Inspectorship have been 
given to any of them 1 

Safeguarding of Muslim Interests in the Railway Cle.4Bing Accounts 

Office, Delhi. 

188.5. *Mr. Abdul Matin Ohaudhury (on belmlf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Azim) : (1) (a) Is it a fact that a majority of Muslims in the Railway 
Department consist of coolies and posters ? 

(l>) If ,the amswer to part (.a) be in the affirmaiivc do Governinenf 
proi)ose to give i\Iu.sHms their proper share in the higher ranks ? 

(2) Will Government please state if any Muslim officer lias ever 
been posted in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office since its-creation 1 

tFor answer to TliJ.s question, see answer to qnestion No. 872. 
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(3) (a) Will Government please state.if any Muslim Officer, Super¬ 
intendent, Sub-Head, and even a clerk has been posted in the adminis¬ 
tration,’i.e., establi.shment a most important section of the Railway Clear¬ 
ing Accounts Office, since its creation ? 

(b) If the answer to part (o) be in negative will Government be 
pleased to state if they are prepared to post anyone to .safeguard the 
Muslim interests in that office ? 


Number of Machines working in the Compilation Branch at Lahore, 

ETC. 

b86. ••Mr. Abdul Matin Ohatidhury (on behalf of Mr. Auwar-ul- 
Azim) ; (1) Will the Government plca.se state : 

f 

(a) (ij How many sets of machines are working in the Compila¬ 

tion Branch at Lahore ? 

(ii) How many mistries have been appointed to work those 
machines and what are their names and salaries ? 

(Hi) If any of them is a qualified mechanic ? 

(b) (i) How many sets of machines are working in the Railway 

Clearing Accounts Office ? 

(ii) How many mistries have been appointed to work tjiose 
machines and what are their names and salaries ? 

(Hi) If any of them is a qualified mechanic 1 
(2') Will Government please state ; 

(а) If (the work of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office has now 

been set right ? 

(б) If the answer to part (a) be in affirmative then why are the 

clerks made to work exlra hours ? 

(c) If the answer to part (o) be in negative will Government please 

.state how much time it will take to set the work riuht f 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (1), („), (,•). Tiji.ee. 

(ii) and (iu). GoA’enmient have no information. 

(b) , (i). Pour. 

(n") and (in). Government have no information. 

_ <2) (a). Government have no reason to believe that the Avork is not 
being conducted properly. 

incorrVet^^^ allegation that the clerks are made to Avork extra hour.s is 

(c) Does not arise. 

Rejection of ApPLicATidNS from Graduates and UndergraHuates for 

JtMPLOYMENT IN THE RaILAVAY CLEARING ACCOUNTS OFFICE, DeLHI. 

Azim^f^’r^f- Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr’. AnAvar-ul- 

for employment ffithe^LS 
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Mr. A, A. L. Parsons : Applications are, I understand, i-egistered 
and considered when tliere are vacancies. 

Employment of Members of the Same Family in one Office or in 
ONE Branch of the Same Office. 

1888. *Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Azim) : Will the Government be pleased to state, if there is any ruling 
against the appointment of .near relatives and members of one and the 
same family in one oftice or in one braneh of the same offiee ? If so, will 
the Government be pleased to state, why this has been violated in the : 

(a) Railwa 3 ’' Clearing Accounts Offiee ? 

(&) Personal braneh of the North-Western Railwav Headquarter'; 
Offiee ? 

Powers delegated to the Assistant Director No. 1 of the Railway 
Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

1889. -'"Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Azim) : (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the powers delegated 
to the Assistant Director No. 1 of the Railwa.y Clearing Accounts Office ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the officer who is pul on special dut.v was a 
recruiting officer ? 

(c) What is the criterion for giving different pa^' to clerks of the 
same or lower qualifications 1 

(d) What part of the total salary is being disbursed to IMuslims ? 

Discontent among the Clerks of the Railway Clearing Accounts 

Office, Delhi. 

1890. *Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Azim) ; Are the Government aAvare of the discontent prevailing among 
the clerks of the Kailwaj' Clearing Accounts Office in general and 
Muhammadans in particular ; 

(a) About late and long hours working : and 

(h) about the appointment of a majoritj' of Hindu j'oung men of 
Hoshiarpur and Srigobindpur (District Gurdaspore) b\' the 
Assistant Director on grounds of relation and recommenda¬ 
tions ?' If so, will the Government be pleased to state what 
action the.v have taken to remove this discontent ? If no 
action is taken win* not and on' what policy ? 

Employment of Muslijis as Gazetted Officers in the Railway Clear¬ 
ing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

1891. -"Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Azim) : Is it a fact that : 

(ff) There is no Muhammadan gazetted officer in the Railway Clear- 
_Jng Accounts O ffice ? 

tFor jinswor to this question, see answer to question No. S72. 
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(h) The Miilianiinnclfjn graduates have been given less pay than tlie 
Jlinclu niatriculates ? 

(c) Special rewards have been given to particular Hindu clerics 
and one Christian youngster on the plea of hel[)ing in packing 
tlvc records of the Kaihvay Clearing Aecoimts Office cm its 
shift, to Delhi " 

{<() Tlu'ia; is no seuior .Muhaniiuaclan aecoiiiilaiif in this of'iice ; 
if the answer is in the aftirinalive, will the Governnicmt he 
pleased to state for the infomiafion of the lIou.se the rcyisons 
for these irregular actions ? 

Ektektion of Assistant Dtrectok No. 1 in Tin: nAiiAv.'\y|Ci.i:.MtiN(': Ac¬ 
counts OiTicn, Demii. 

t892. •'■•IVIi*. Abdnl Matin Oliandhiiry (on belialf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Azim) : "Will the Government he pleased to slate : 

(o) If the scheme for the working of the llailway Clearing Accounts 
Office is' in black and white » or 

(b) In the head of any one single person. If the answer to (a) is 
ill affiniiative, will the Govennnent be pleased to state the 
reason for giving so much imporlanee to Assistant Director 
No. 1, as to retain him in that office in .spite of a general dis¬ 
content against his deeds. If the an.swer to (lij is in the 
affirmative will the Government be pleased to stale the desir¬ 
ability of such a dependent .scheme ? 


Absence oe Blectiuc Lifts in Gorton Castle, Simla. 

893. '"Mr. G. Sarvotham R^io : (a) Are Government aware of flic 
inconvenience caused to the officers and clerks working in the second and 
third floors of Gorton Castle on account of the absence, of electric lift.s f 

(b) Have they considered the possibility of .substituting electric 
lifts for some of the winding stairx whicli at present exist. ? If not* 
do they propose to do so ? 


The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : («) and (b). No. Govern¬ 
ment do not consider that the expense involved would lie .iustified. 

Employment of Lady Clerks in the Office of the Railway Board, 

894. *Mr. Srish Chandra Dutta : (a) Is it a fact that in reply to 
starred questioms Nos. 1269 and 1270 on 23rd IMareh 1925, Government 
stated that leenntment of unpassed men was allowed as a special conces¬ 
sion to posts requiring technical or special qualifications subieet to the 
.previous approval of the Home Department ? I, it fact that in renlv 
No. 1402 on 24th March 1926 the Government stated' 
that the regulations of the Staff Selection Board did not at all annlv in 

WilfTovf staff for the office of the Railway Board ? 

Will Government be pleased to explain this discrepancy ? 

obtained ^ approval of r.he Horae Department 


IFor answer to this^ question, see answer to question No. StE 
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(c) How many girl clerks have been I’eeruited in the of the 

Railway Board during the last four years ? What,- if any, technical qnali- 
ilcations do they possess ? 

(d) How many of these girl clerks are cmploj'ed as steno-typists 
and also as tour clerks to officers of the Eailwaj" Board ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) There is no discrepaneJ^ General exemp¬ 
tion Avas granted to the Eaihvay Board to recruit from Railways and 
other suitable sources in March, 1925. 

' (h) Does not arise. 

(c) 8 girl clerks liaA^e been recruited in the last four years. They 
were recruited as typists or stenographers and Imew typewriting or short¬ 
hand. 6 out of the 8 haAm now left the Raihvay Board’s Office. 

(d) One is still employed as stenograplier, the other as a tj’pist, and 
neither of'them is a tour clerk. ' 

Names and Designations op Officials charged with certain Specified 
Duties in the Calcutta Post Offices. 

895. *Mr. Yusuf Imam : 1. Will the Government be pleased to lay 
on the table the following information : 

(a) the names and the designations of the appointing officials 
appearing on the service rolls of postmen and menials who 
AA’ere made permanent from the year 1916 to date in the 
Calcutta Post Offices, 

(h) the designation of, the officials Avho haA-e been granting leave 
to the postmen and menials of the Calcutta Post Offices from 
the year 191G to date, 

(c) the designations of the officials aaRo have been making re¬ 
marks on the character-sheets of the postmen and menials 
as also of the overseers of the Calcutta Post Offices, 

■ id) tlie officials Avho .superA'ise the mails in connection Avith tlie- 
articles posted in the street letter-boxes and the crossing of 
the sectional mails while the Ilov-rah bridge remains closed 
to the traffic, 

(e) officials Avho remain in connection Avitli the deliA’ery of special 
bags for Ilis Excellency the Viceroy and tlie GoA'ernors, 

(/) the officials Avho haAm been certifying the fitne.ss or otlierwise 
of the Suh-postmasters and the clerks attached to the post 
offices, vie., Bagh Bazar (Selection grade), Cossipore (Selec¬ 
tion grade), College Square (Selection grade), Colootola 
(Selection grade), Tirrctta Bazar (Selection grade), Khengra- 
putty (Selection grade) and all the no-delh’ery toAvn sub- 
post offices appearing on the office order hooks in the re.s- 
peetive Post Offices ? 

The Honoimable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : With your permission Sir, 
I take questions Nos. 8.95, 896, 897, 898. 899, 901 and 902 fogether and 
refer to the ansAver given by me to questions Nos. 777. 778 and 77.0 

asked by Mr. Siddhe.SAvar Sinha on the 21.st September, 1928. 
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Duties of Town Inspectohs of Post Offices in Calcutta. 

1896. ’*'Mr. Yusuf Imam : Will the Government be pleased to slate 
the specific duties which have been imposed on the Town Tnspeelors of 
Calcutta after ]st September, 1927, as stated in the ])roviso to paru”:rapn 
4 of the Government orders, dated Au^oist, 3927 1 

Inspection of the Selection Ghade CoMHiNEi> Dklivfhiy Suh-Post 
Offices by MuFAS.^rLlNSPECToiLS or Po.st Offices. 

1897. ^3Wr. Yusuf Imam : Will tlio Government be })l<*aspfl ifi slate 
■whether the Mufassil Tnspeetiors of ]\)st Offices have the authority to 
inspect the Selection grade combined Delivery Sub-Post offices like the 
Town Inspectors of Ciilcutta i 

Town 1n^I>ectors of1»o.st Oittcesin CALcurrA. 

t898. Yusuf Imam : 1. Is it a fact that the Town Inspectors of 
•Calcutta "vs’lio had a minimum starting pay of Its. 80 were dejtrivt'd of 
the general revision of pay sanctioned to all other classes of postal em¬ 
ployees in the year 1920 ? 

2. Is it not a fact that the decision of the Director-General Posts and 
Telegraphs regarding the grant of duty allowances to the Town Inspec¬ 
tors "was communicated to the Town Inspectors of Calcutta 

3. Is it a fact that Town Inspectors of Calcutta wore not paid ih" 
duty alioAvancc promised by the Director-Gencral in 1921 till tlieir pay 
was revised in the Government Orders of August 1927 7 

1899*“—902'*.' 

Number of Indians Appointed as Guards in Gradii.-V on the East Indian 

Railway. 

DOS. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kimzru : (a) With reference to tiie 

replies given to the supplementary questions to Jlr. Joslii’s starred 
question No. 464, will Government he pleased to state the number of 
Indians appointed as guards in grade A on the East Indian Railway (1) 
directly and (2) by promotion during the last t-welve months ? 

(7;) What is the number of Europeans and Anglo-Indians appointed 
as guards in grade B. during the same period '? _ & 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : In the supplementary questions to which the 
Ilonouriible Member refers, the Ilonourablo the Railway iMomher promised 
to look into the matter and consider whether it would be desirable to irive 
these statistics for The Great Indian Peninsula Railway. The question whe¬ 
ther figures can be given for the East Indian Railway will also be con¬ 
sidered. 

Number of Indi.an Ofi^cebs holding King’s Commissions in the Indian 

Units of Artillery, Engineers, Signals and the Air Force. 

904. ' Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Will Government be pleased to 
state ; 

i (®) Wliat will be the number of officei’S bolding the King’s com¬ 
mission in the Indian units of, (1) Artillery, (2) Engineers. 

tF&r ans^^■e^ to this question, see answer to question Xo. 89"). 

tFor these questions, see at the end of starred questions' for the day. 
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(3) Signals and (4) Air Force whicb. Government propose 
to create ? 

(b) What -svill be the number of officers recruited annually for 

these units after the commissioned ranks in them have been 
completely Indianised ? 

(c) Will the creation of these units lead to any reduction in the 

strength of the corresponding sections of the British Army in 
India ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; (a) (1), (2) and (3). The strength of the officer 
establishments of the Artillery, Sapper and hliner and Signal tmits 
will be largelj’- determined by the number of candidates Avho succeed 
in qualifying for those services. In addition to these units, Indian 
Engineer officers will be eligible for service in the Military Engineering 
Services. (4) The officer establishments of an Air Squadron varies 
from 19 to 22. As previously explained, Government wish to recruit 
6 Indian officers forthwith to constitute a Plight, which is a sub-unit 
of a squadron. 

(b) I am afraid it is impossible to calculate so far ahead. It will 
be nearly 20 jmars from now, for instance, before an Indian can reach 
the rank of Battery Commander in the ordinary .^course. I cannot 
foretell Avhat the number and strength of the Indianizing units, or the 
rate of recruitment will be at that lime. 

(c) In the Artilleiy, Sappers and Miners and Signals the officer 
establishment of existing units will be Indianized and no new units will 
be raised. There is therefore no question of a reduction of coi’resijond- 
ing units, as*^ existing British officers establtshments will be Indianized. 
The new Indian Air Unit will be additional to the strength of the Roj'al 
Air Force in India, which it is not proposed to reduce. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I ask whether the Indian units 
of Artiller 5 ’-, Sappers and Miners and Signals that Government propose 
to create have anj" fixed establishment of officers ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Of course. Sir, they have a fixed establishment 
of officers. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : How is it, then, that the Honourable 
Member said that the number of officers would depend on the number of 
candidates that Government could get ? I tliought that he said some¬ 
thing like‘{hat. 

Mr. G. M. Yoiuig : I said so, because we must know exactly how 
many officers are going into these respective units. 

Pandit Hirday'^Nath Kunzru : What will be the strength of the estab¬ 
lishment of officers in these units 1 Would that depend on the number of 
men who are willing to enter these units ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Until we know how manj' officers are going into 
these units, we shall not Icnow the size of the units that we are going to 
Indiani.'^c. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is it a fact that the sizes of the units 
themselves have not been determined ? 

Llo2]uA „ c 
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Mr. G. M. YouJ’f' : I’ritvis'iits.aHy ihh'Jw liavi* Li-t-ii <'f!rnsx(rlr‘''l 

for ion, WlotloT iiislis oJoi tio-ir oi.- 

fr.hlisluiiciits w' II !•(■ ( x.-u-tiy a*. !li'-y aro now v/ill !l**ji)*n4 stjo-t: Jl;*' tinin- 
l)cr of Iiti!i!!ii f.iDtlid.’in-.; >vlio stnjoi'oii in *nniliryi!io f,,f- 

Dr. B. S. Moonjc : iJti Wc tnnlor'.inmf tlsat rh<-ro is a (lojlt js-js.’y iti 
the juiiiiltor of fiiili.U! fjitnlifyij;'.' f* r onioi-r lap to: re.-juirod 

for ilioso nnit'c 

Mr. G. r<T. Yoitn" : 'i’iii* Hrsf o\';:n;-nation ffir -.orvir*-- hn- uoi 

yi'( l)(‘on licit!. 1 cai.iif't p'c.vibly »ny whotln-r {In-re v/iU it<- •Icti.'-i-ncv 
or )iol. 


Dr. B. S. Moonjc ; If yon Icnow the ninnht-r /if ofiiccr’* rc/jnirci!, in.ny 
T hnow if we arc ni-t ''I'ttini.' u Mifd'-icnl mimh'-r /;f Indi.in . f'-r 

those ])osts ? 

Mr. G. M. Yonntf : W*- luivc n/n y.-t yot nny Iinii.-in-i for th* ■■■ jeot ,-. 
The lirst tWiiniinn*i’oi i-- yointr to he hcM tv::* N’ovfinhcr. 

Dr, B. S. Moonjc : Tluit is tmt my point. If n nninhcr >•:' oniccr; 
(ire ri‘'niirc(l for tlic^c nn'ts, .'ire not .n sjifilcicnt ntirnh'-r »*f c muny 

forw/irti f/ir tin.iiifyi ".r for {host* ptjsts 1 

Mr. G, M, Yctr''y : 1 ;:in nfrr.itl I have rot i:i(iier-.*o- d tie 
nlilc Monihcr's qin-slit)!!. 

Mr. Gny.a Prr.n''d Sinijli : Mr.y T hnov.' how ni iny .f: - r-: r- r-optir.-'i 
for llicsc units ’ 


Pftnelit Hird-.':^' Nath Kunnru : 
Hottounihlc Mcnihcr tell ns how 
nntls 1 


Tai iln.r tin s';, j{| }{.,> 

Itinny njVjCrr-. .;:'e ye ■(] -p fi'tV tliosSr 


IVIr. G, M. Young : I enn (ell the House v-li,-;; i> r-ii-’lreti f >r n Moun¬ 
tain llalitM-y t\-tnc’u is llic first unit tif Artilh-ry we priip''se 'o 

Indiatiizo. It contains •! Hritish ofliccrs .anil -s l.-uiian » fu-'er-;. T cannot 
say fxactly what w.'nild he (he officer est.-ditishujcjst of tlo' .'s'iyjia! uni* 
or the H:ipi)cr :ind M’ner \ini(. 

Mr. Gaya Prrsrd Singh : Why e.-.nnol you s.-.y 
Miners ? 


lor !!;c Srr.pcrs and 


jjr. B. S. Moot”,c ; If viut hiiow the nnasher of <ifr.e>’rs required, 1 
want to know whether there is any /Icficiencv of Ittdiatt sfuih-nts enmintr 
forward for (pialifyinir for those posts for Indny sen: for tr.aisnng to 
England. 

PIr. G-. M. tToung : T caiinot say whether there 'vili h>' a i'efieiency 
or not. T shall not knnv.* tnitd the eva’aination hits h“ld —in fiiet, 

we shall not know until the men pass ..tit of V.'oohvich. 

Pandit Hirda^ Hath Kuncru ; Mil! the llononrahle Memrer say 
whether all the iilonntain Batteries will he Indianis-d or oidv one of 
them ? 


Mr. G. M Young : The strength of units to he Indianiaed will 

depend, as T have said very largely on the mimlmr of candidates wln^ 
come forward and qualify. 


.. Pandit Hirday Nath Kunmi : MHmf is tlie numher of units which 
you. have already decided to Tiidianir.o, letiving future progress apart ? 
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Mr. 6. M. Young : "We hare already decided to Indiaiiize Avhatever 
will.be necessary to accomniodate the officers who succeed in passing 
out of Woolwich. In making that calculation, which is purely a pro¬ 
visional one, we have to remember tliat' there are three services which 
are to be supplied bj' Woolwich—the Engineers, the Artillery and the 
Signals. It is conceivable, to take an extreme case, that all .six candi¬ 
dates in one year will 'qualify for Engineers. In that case we should 
not be able to accommodate them in the scheme that we have at present 
for the Engineer services, because it is too large a number for the Engi¬ 
neers. We should then have to reconsider the position. It is conceiv¬ 
able similarly that all six cadets might qualify for Artillery. It is 
conceivable also that all six cadets might fail for Engineers, fail for 
Artillery, but just succeed in qualifying for Signals. We should then, 
have to reconsider what we propose to .have in the way of Signal units. 
The allotments are purelj' iirovisional. Tiles'^ depend on what we thinlc 
the average is likely to work out between the three arms. 

Pandit Hirday Hath Eunzru ; Are we to take it that tlie number of 
annual recruits sent annually to Woolwich will not go down ? 

IVIr. G. M. Young ; I think I have sufficiently explained ali-eady what 
woffid happen if there was a plethora of candidates in one arm and a 
deficiency in another. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Tlie Honourable Member has just ex¬ 
plained that' the number of units will depend on the number of candi¬ 
dates that would qualify every year. Am I to deduce from it that while 
the number of recruits may increase as tlie number of units increase, 

■ that number will not in any case go down ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; No, Sir. I cannot see what reason mj' Honour¬ 
able friend has for making that deduction. • .. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is there then a pos'^sibility that the 
number of places now thrown to recruits from India may be decreased ? 

G. M. Young ; That possibility is contained in the statement of 
His Excedeiicy the Commander-in-Chief which mj'- Honourable friend 
may possibly have read that the maximum number of vacancies which 
the British Goveimment are prepared to allot at Woolwich is six. 

Appropriation towards Military Expenditure of the Savings dub 
TO the recent Revision in the Pay of Officers and British Soldiers. 

906. ^Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (a) With reference to the 

replies given by the A.rmy Secretary to starred questions Nos. 120 and 
158, are Government awai'e that the Finance lilemher stated in his speech 
in 1926 that the reduction in the established military charges owing to 
ihe recent revision in the pay of officers and British soldiers “ should 
amount to 12 lakhs in 1927-28 increasing annuallj- to about 80 lakhs in 
1030-31 and about 1| crores in 1933-34 ” ? 

^ (6) Has the Army Department been allowed to appropriate these 
savings towards militaxy expenditure, or has it been allowed to retain 
cnlj the savings due to the special economy campaign referi'cd-to by the 
Army Secretary ? 

L152LA 
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Mr. G. M. Yoinig : (a) Yes. 

(b) li is flu* intention of llie (iovernnicnt of Irnliu, for th'‘ present, 
lo nlilise tliose suvinjir.s ns \\cl! ns those r-fTecfet] by the econotny earn- 
|)ai{t:n, towards meefin'r other niilitary esjonidiftire. 


pROMOTiox or Locai. T/tArrtc 8 j:uvioi: Orrirrtif} ro run 

ON Tin: Stati: Raiiavav.^. 


8t;rj:j:ionOr.Ai)j:.-? 


OOG. ‘■'Pandit Hirday Nath Kunxru ; With reference to tin- slate- 
nient made liy Mr, i'arsons dnrinti: the Hailway Hndt'et debate on the 
Zoth Relirnary li)28 tliat until the question of the oryanisulion of the 
ofliccrs’ yrtides as a wlvole on the Stafe-marniyed Hailway.s is .sef}{..<|, 
“ jt is not possible to say that anything iiutre ettn be doin* for the l.oeal 
TralTie Serviee (Iflieers than is done at jiresent, by yiviny tb.mi an oppor¬ 
tunity of being promoted to ollieers’ gradt'S inuler tlie 20 per cent, rejrtila- 
tion will tlovernment be pleased to slate wladher they are now in a 
position to announee what .steps they propose to lake to {iromote the 
Local Traftle Service (tflleers to the superior giaabs '? 

JVIr. A. A. L. Parsons : The o]»i)ortnnity has been taken thi.s year 
of allocating 33 IjO per cent of tlie appointments .available ft>r Indi.an 
recruitment to tbc ])romolion of suitable ofiicers fr(>m lie* Loc'il Tratllc 
Service. 

Pandit Hirday Natli Kunzru : lias this question been finally decided, 
or is the translation of the men from the local to the sup-'rior TraOic 
Service .still under consideration ? 

Mr. A. A. L, Parsons : The position remains as it did when 1 dealt 
■with the matter in a budget .speech, except that for this yejtr we have 
decided to give a third of the Indian reernitmenl to tiie’Local TrafTic 
Service men instead of leaving the Loe.'d 'rriiOie Service m*m to come 
in ivilh other .snbordijiate.s in twenty per cent, of tin* Indian reeruif- 
ment. 


Number of Indian and European Okitcers or thi: I. M. S. enoaoed in 

MiErrARv AND Oivii. DuTtr.s. 

907. ‘‘"Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzrn : ^\ill Govi'rnment be j>leas‘:«l to 
stale the number of Indian and European I. M. S. ofneer.s engaged in 
(a) military and (b) civil duties ? 

Ml. G. M.^ Young ; 207 Indian oiiieers and l^'l I'luropean ofiieers are 
engaged in military duties and So Indian and 210 ICuropean ofiicers arc 
.serving on the civil side. 

Amalgamation of the Syluitt and Cacii.vr Histbicxs wmi Bengal. 

908. ‘Bfc. Srisa Chandra Dutta : (n) ^Vith reference to the press 
communique, dated the 16_th June. 1926. issued hv the Horne Department 
of the Lovornment of India on the snh.icct of transfer of the District of 
Sylhet to Bengal, will Government he pleased to state if aru’ ropoH on 
the suh^ect has been received from the A.ssum Government for submission 
to the Statutory Goininissioii : 

If so, will Government be pleased to lay a copy thereof on tlie table f 
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(&) Are Govermueut, aware that public opinion is .sti-ongly in favour 
of the amalgamation of the District of S 3 -lhet and Cachar with Bengal 
and the last Sui’ma Valley Political Conference held in Julj' last un- 
animouslj' adopted resolutions for the amalgamation and that the All- 
Parties Conference held at Lucknow also recommended the inclusion of 
the Bengali-speaking Districts in the Province of Bengal ? 

(c) In view' of the fact that the w'hole matter will be considered by 
the Statutory Commission as stated bj' the Government in the press 
communique referred to above, do Government propose to order a 
plebiscite to be taken in order to ascertain the true and correct public 
opinion on the matter of amalgamation of the Sjdhet and Cachar Districts 
with Bengal instead of reljdng on individual evidence in an important 
matter like this ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : («) The’ memorandum prepared by 
the Government of Assam was submitted direct to the Commission, 
and copies were supplied to the Government of India. The Government 
of India are not at liberty to laj’’ upon the table a copj' of a document 
addressed, not to themselves, but to the Statutory Commission. , 

(Zj) The Government of India are not in possession of the resolu¬ 
tions passed by the Surma Valley Political Conference last July ; but 
they are aware that a resolution wms adopted at the conference recentlj’’ 
held at Lucknow in favour of revising the boundaries of Bengal, Assam 
and other provinces according to certain principles. The Government 
of India do not understand that public opinion strongh’ favours the 
amalgamation of Sjdhet and Cachar with Bengal, and a Kesolution was 
recently passed bj' the Assam Legislative Council recommending tliat 
the authorities be informed that the people of Sylhet and Cachar desire 
to remain in Assam and not be transferred to Bengal. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Is it not a fact that the Assam Legislative 
Council last month decided to recommend to the authorities that Sylhet 
and Cachar should not be transferred to Bengal 1 

Mr. President : Will the Ilonoui’able "Member repeat his question ? 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : Is it not a fact, Sir, that the Assam Legislative 
Council as late as last month in a Eesolution decided to recommend to 
the authorities that Sjdhet and Cachar be not transferred to Bengal ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I have alrcadj* referred to that. 
Sir, in m 3 ' repl 3 ’'. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Ohaudhury : Is it not also a fact that on two 
previous occasions the Assam Legislative Council had passed a Eesolu¬ 
tion in favour of the transfer of S 3 'lhet to Bengal ? 

The Honourable Mu. J. Crerar : I think, Sir, that the Honourable . 
Member is correct, but the Legislative Council of Assam, as I said, recent¬ 
ly passed a'Eesolution reversing the Eesolution adopted 1 ) 3 ’ the same 
Council in Januar 3 ' 1926 to the eifo’i which I have .stated. 
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Assistant C'oMTiuru, Indian Ahmy 

999. ^'Maiilvi Mulinmmad Ynktib : fl) (a) Is thcro n post of Assiiit' 
uni Compilor in tlio Army Doparlniont 1 If so, vhmi was it t-.n-attsl / 

(h) If the answer to tHc first part of the (pi>>stion is in tiio luVinnaiive, 
will Government kindly say whether the son-in-law of the I^•r.>•onal 
Assistanl to the Army .Secretary was ajipointtMl to hold it from the very 
beginning '/ If so, what period of jirohation did he undergo Ir-forc eon- 
lirmalion f 

(2) (a) "What is the normal period of jindiation preserihed by fiov- 
ernment for members of the elerica! .st.-ilT of the Secn-tary 1 Did the son-hs- 
law of the Personal Assistant to the Army .Secretary complete tiie pr.>erih<..l 
period of jn-obation ? If noi, for what special reasons V 

(b) Is it a fact that under rid.-.-i no one is appoint'd to a jiO'f in the 
clerical staiT cf Mic .Neeretarint nnh'ss In* has passed th*; cleric,d tent t 

(o) Was the son-indiiw of the Personal Assistant to liu* Airmy 
rctary a (pmlitied candidate of the Pnhlie .Service (‘ommi-sion I If not. 
why Avas an oxemption made in his ease ? 

(d) Have such excciitions latcn made hy Government during the last 
three >oav.s ? 

(.‘1) («) Is the post of Compiler, Indian Army Lint. fonsid.Trnl to he 
a technical one 1 If so, did the .son-in law of the I’er.- nm! .Xs-ist.-int to the 
Secretary, Army Department, jiossess any technieal rjualirication-, ivijnitvd 
for the post and if so, wlmt '/ 

(h) Is it a fact that_ the son-in-law of the Personal Assistrtnt to the 
Army Secretary was reading in a .school or eo!h'g.> wlom h.,. -.va- appointed 
to his present post f • • m - 

,(c.). Is it a fact that the ajipoinlment of the soti-in-lcw of ?h.. Personal ‘ 
Assist.anl to the Secretary. Army Dcjiartmcnt. involved sunor-f.-ion of 
a large number,of men possessiim previous experience ..f Army List work 1 

'(d) Is it a fact that tiie.e are cier!:- ij, Armv List .s.-ethm 

who ai-e .senior in pay to t he .M-n-in-law hut jnnier to h.im iti vatdc I ' ' 

'A {«) The post of A.ssistant ('ompilo!- Indi.nn 

Army List, was created in the Army Dcjiartmcnt in Ifay. 192< 

r.rni to the first part is iji the affinimtivc. Tim ii-u-hni o? 

probation was about Dvo months. p-i-m o. 

VevioPiJ^J^foZ lids the prohationar, 

speciSiLd”post^^\t^ of Compilor and Assistant Compiler are 

other appointments mi tlio are not eligible for promotion to 

“is f ^ «na' tho K.alo of 

'men. For the.se retons '^^^vi.sion 

i^iblic Service Comntsionc td it?ts™m through the 

d^te from any prescribed test ^ »ot nece.ssary to exempt the eandi- 

(d) Does Hot arise. ‘ • ■ 


■y 
was 
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(&) No, Sir. I am informed Miat he had taken the degree of hi. A. 
a year before his appointment. 

(c) No, Sir. There was no clerk with experience of Army List work 
'sufficiently qualified to hold the appointment. 

_ (d) There is^ one clerk in the section who draws more pay than the 
Assistant Compiler at present, but he is not sufficiently qualified to hold 
the appointment of Assistant Compiler. 

Connection of the SkiMANGAU-hlAULvi Bazar Eailway with Kulauba 
Junction on the Assam Bengal Railway-. 

910. *Mr. Srish Chandra Dutta : (o) Are the Government aware that 
a large section of the public in the hlaulvi Bazar Sub-division of the 
Sylhet District want the proposed Srimangal-hlaulvi Bazar Raihvay line 
to be connected Avith Kulaura Junction on the Assam Bengal Railway ? 

■ (h) Is it a fact that out of deference to their Avishes, the Assam Bengal 

Eailwa 3 ' AdvisorA* Committee have also approAud a looii line from Kulaura 
Junction to Srimangal via MaulaAu Bazar ? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the proposal favourably and 
state what decision, if any, has been arrived at on the matter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; GoA^ernment are aAvare that the Assam Com¬ 
munication Board have recommended the construction of a loop line from 
Srimangal via IRaulvi Bazar to Kulaura. The former section has already 
been investigated and an estimate of the cost of investigating the latter 
section is under the consideration of the RailAvaj’- Board. 

Ml-. Srish Chandra Dutta : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the Srimangal Kulaui-a construction line via Mauh'i Bazar AA-ill 
be started next winter, so that the land acquisition staff and the con¬ 
struction staff noAv emplo 3 ''ed on Habiganj-Shaisthaganj Railway line may 
be transferred’ to the ncAV raihvay construction line ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid I cannot make anj^ statement 
as to AA’hen and if tile construction of this line is likelj- to be taken up. 
We must A\-ait till we have finished the inA-estigation. 

Extension of the Shaisthaganj ^vnd Habig.anj Railaa'ay to Nabiganj. 

f 

911. "Mr. Srish Chandra Dutta : (a) Is it a fact that a memorial has 
been submitted to the Raihvay Board by a large number of people in the 
Habiganj Sub-dhd.sion of the District of Sylhet, praying for the extension 
of the .ncAvlj- constructed Shaisthaganj and Habiganj RaihA-ay line to 
Nabigan] in the same Sub-dh-ision ? 

(i) Was the proposal submitted to the Assam Bengal Raihvay 
AdAusory Committee for their consideration and opinion 1 If so, Avhat is 
their decision on the matter ? Do Government propose to consider the pro¬ 
posal faA’^ourably and thus remoA'c a A-cry keenij'-felt want of communica¬ 
tion suffered by a large section of the public ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : [a) The ansAver is in the affirmative. 

(&) I cannot discOA-er from the minutes of their proceedings that 
the proposal has been before the Assam Bengal Railway AdA'isory Com¬ 
mittee, but the RailAA'hA’ Board do not favour the proposed extension. The 
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eounfry up 1o Sl.erpnr is liable lo liouvy flooding mui T 

nicnt would cross the drainage of the Bibinna winch is In b- • 
and formidable during heavy flood. The 1 no would f ^ 

both to construct and maintain, illoreovcr the terminus at 5^ '<n‘] „ 
be only about *1 miles from Maminnikh .statmn on " '! i „rotr*ct 
Manumukh branch of the Srimnngal-itlanlvi Lazar-hulam i ^\ccpm 

which has hecn jiroposed and has received Ibe apt>rn\a o 
Board of Communication, 

CoNTUoi, AXI) IlK(UU„Vii()N ov THi: Sau: or 'I'r.A Kwv'r.t’isop. 

912. =:Mr. Srish Chandra Butta ; Are tl.c (lovernment aware that the 

lea .swoeping.s and waste are largely I’A 

human einsmuption to the detriment of pnblic 
propose to consider the desiraln ity of 

into the whole matter so as to devise measurt.s t : i r,ot fit for 

lion of t!ui sale of tea sweepings and other bad teas ^^lllcb arc 

human consumption * 

Mr C S Bainai • The Government of India are not aware tliat 
the c^l it ^IlcsSl. The matter primarily coneerns local Govern- 
mLts whose attention was drawn to it recently with refi-renee to fi 
ouestion asked hv Sir Darcy Lindsay in tlic Legislative Assembly on 
the oSh March 1027. Action has already been taken or being taken 
ov-Local Govcnimonls to prescribe under thoir Food Adultonition Acts 
a stlindfird quality of tea for sale for human eonsumptiori. Govern¬ 
ment do not consider that any further action is necessary at present. 

t913^. 


AJ?^ol^^’^^E^^:oFBATECr,As.sI^ICATIO^• Com.mittkfs ox tip: IxniAX , 

Railways. 

914. *Mr. Mukhtar Singh : (1) (a) Are tliero any Kate Classifica¬ 
tion Committees on the State Railways in India ? 

(Zi) If the answer he in the affirmative will the Government be pleased 
to state their constitution ? 

(c) If the answer be in tlie negative will the Government he jilcassd 
to state why such committees are not a])pointed ? 

(d) IIow are the rates fixed on the Indian Railways ; how are the 
interests of Indian commercial people consulted aucl safeguarded 1 

(e) Is there any arrangement to receive the complaints of Indian 
interests and to enquire into their truth or otherwise besides the Rates 
Advisory Committee ? 

(2) Is there any Industrial Department attached lo the Indian Rail¬ 
ways ? 

' (3)Is there any arrangement to know the views of the commercial 
people, their convenience, difficulties and complaints in connection with the 
Indian Railwaj's J, 

(4) (a) Do Government keep any detailed account as to whether a 
certain commodity has paid ite way at the existing rates on the Indian 
Railwaj’-s and if so, how much ? 


tFor this question, sec at the end of tlie stixrred questions for the dnv. 
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' (6) If not, how does the Eailway Board calculate and find out whether 

the existing rates are reasonable ! 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (1) (a) Yes. 

(b) The Commercial Committee for Interchange is appointed by the 
Indian Railway Conference Association. The Committee consists of the 
Chief Commercial hlanagers of the following Railways : 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 

Bengal and North Westeim and Rohilkund and Kumaon Railways 
Bengal Nagpur Railway 
Bast Indian Railwayc,. 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
North Western Railwaj^ 

H. E. H. the Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railways 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
hladras and Southern Mahratta Railway 

and the General Secretary, Indian Railway Conference Association, 

.(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The Government lay down certain fixed maxima and'minima 
rates between which Railways adjust individual rates to the extent which 
the traffic can bear. It is to the interest of the Commercial Departments 
of the Railways to see that rates are adjusted to obtain the maximum 
traffic offering and further the reasonableness of an}’- rate can be entered 
for discussion at a meeting of the Advisory Committee of Railways. 

(e) Yes, complaints regai’ding rates can be made to the Agent of a 
Railwa}" and any representations regarding rates are given the most care- 

#-ful2fionsideration by the Commercial Branches. As a general rule, it is 
not until there has been a failure to reach an agreement between a 
Railway Administration and an individual trader that a reference is made 
to the Rates Advisory Committee. 

(2) No. 

(3) Yes, through the Local Advisory Committees, the various Cham¬ 
bers of Commerce and other representative bodies. 

(4) .(o) No. Tt is found in pi’actice that this is not feasible for s 
given commodity. 

(b) The rates on Indian Railways have been fixed after years of 
experience and if the rate for any particular commodity is unreasonable 
•the traffic would not n\ove and the matter would therefore immediately 
c^irae to the notice of the Railway Administration. 

f • 

Period spent in the Hills in Sujtmer on Inspection of Railway Cut- 
agencies by Me. Wood, Chief Auditor of the North Western Railway,' 

915. *Kumar Ganganand Sinha : (a) Are the Government aware 
that the present Chief Auditor of the North-Western Railwaj', iMr, Wood, 
has during each of the last two years spent more than three months during 
ihe summer in the hills on the inspection of railway out-agencies 1 

(b) Is it a fact that he is accompanied on several of the inspections 
by the Travelling Auditor and throughout by a Travelling Inspector of 
Accounts ? 
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Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath IVtitra : I propose to reply to 
.Questions No.s, .915 and .916 together. 

Enquiry is being made, and a reply will be sent to the Hononrablc 
jJember in due course. 


Inspection or Out-agencies by Mr. ‘Wood, CiriEF Auditor or the 

North Wiostern Railway. 

'fOlG. -’Kumar Ganganand Sinha ; (a) Is it n fact that tlie inspection 
•of small out-aguncios is an iiniiortniiT part of the Chief Auditor’.s duties 1 
Is it a tact that^ for the discharge of that duty it is nccc.ssary j’or him 
to absent liinisclf from headquarters for a long time ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) be in the negative what steps do Govern- 
tneni propo.se to take to put a stop to such a practice * 

(r) Is it a fact that no previous Chief Auditor on the North Western 
Railway has been absent for such a long time as ^Ir. Wood from his head¬ 
quarter.': on this work ? 

(d) Ls it a fact that liitherto tlic usual procedure has been to divide 
the out-agoncies among the oflicer.s and that very junior officers have'con¬ 
ducted the inspection of ont-agoneies without any assistance 1 

(c) If the answer to (d) he in the affirmative what action do Govern¬ 
ment jiTopose to take to jmt a stop to the waste involved in this syetem 
adopted by the prc.sent Chief Auditor ? 

(/) Do the Government propose to direct the Agent of the Railway 
to inquire into the matter ? 


Allowances granted to Government Eotloyees under the Si.mla Allow¬ 
ance Code. 

917; ’.'Kumar Gaugauaud Sinha ; (1) Will the Government lay cn 
the table of the House the correspondence leading to the enactment of 
the Simla Allowance Code ? 

(2) Did tlie Government grant the allowance;; mentioned in the Code 
Book to those olfieers and enqiloyce’s only Avho were transferred ifotn 
Calcutta or also to offioer.s who wore rocruitod locally ? 


(3) Will the Government state the number of Government employees 
who receive benefits under tlie Simla Allowanec Code Also will the 
government state hoAv many of these wore brought up from Calcutta aud 
ROW many recruited locally ? ' , ’ ‘ J 

’(4) (a) Will the Government be pleased to state tlic grounds on which 
Ouse lent allowance is granted to officials and clerks emiiloved in the 
'Government of India ? , ‘ • 

the ground for granting the allowance that the employees 

benefit Calcutta ? If so, on what ground was this 

D^neht extended to those recruited locall 3 - ? 

Rlember t? r‘ Refer the Honourable 

Matin Chaudhnrv^ ^ ^ instant to hlaulvi- Abdul 

^ question Iso. 747 on the same subject. 

01 ttaswer to tills question, see answer to question No 01 ~ ” 
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'Conduct of the Police in Investigating the Murder of Sated Mohaji- 
MED Sadiq, Father-tn-law OP Khawaja Hasan Hizaju. 

918. *Maiilvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Are Govei-nment aware that 
there is a strong feeling in Delhi as'regards the conduct of the Police in 
Investigating the murder case of Sayed IMohanimed Sadiq, father-in-law 
-of Khawaja Hasan Nizami ? 

(Z)) Are Govermnent aware that investigation of the case was suspended 
for a week soon after the crime was committed ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state what, if any, efforts were made 
by the Police to trace the person who purchased the revolver by which the 
-crime was committed ? 

(cl). Are Government aware,that a mass meeting of the IMussalmans of 
Delhi was held, under the presidentship of Maulana Ahmed Saeed, the 
Secretary of the Jamiat-ul-Ulma-i-Hind, to place on record the sense of the 
Mussalmans of Delhi about the defective investigation of tlie case and 
-demanding a fresh enquiry ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Laila Khawaja Banu, the wife of Khawaja Hasan 
Nizami, has addressed a letter to some Govermnent officers of high position, 
praying for a fresh enquiry into the murder case of her father ? 

. (/) Do Government, under the circumstances, propose to ox-der a 
fresh investigation of the case by the C. I. D. and make an eft’oi’t to find 
out the conspiracy which resulted in the murder of Sayed IMohd. Sadiq in 
broad daylight, and bring about the ixunishment of the I’eal accused ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I have called for information and 
•will send the Honourable Member a reply to his question as soon as I am 
In a position to do so. 

Proposed Separation of Aui^it from Accounts in the Eastern 'Bengal 

Eailway. 

919. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Government 
please say if the px'oposal for the separation of Audit from Accounts be 
given eirect to in the Easteim Bengal and Nortli-Westeim Bailway.s, the 
number of accountants in the Subordinate Kailway Accounts Service Staff 
as sanctioned will remain unchanged ? If not, will the Government please 
state what steps thej’- propose to take to safeguard the intei'ests of those 
accountants who have passed the Railway Subordinate Accounts Service 
Examination and will be left surplus by the adoption of this proposal t 

(&) Will the Government please state whether the Railway Accounts 
Branch thus formed will recruit their accountants from the passed men..who 
will be thus left surplus ? If not, ■will the Government be pleased to.state 
why the vested interests of those pa.ssed accountants should bc ovei’- 
Iboiced ? , 

(c) Is it a fact that a move has been made to start a school for training 
accountants for filling up posts of accountants in the Railway Accounts 
side ?' If so. will the Government please state why new reoruits would he 
taken as accountants in the Accounts side in preference to the passed men 
who have been working as accountants in the offices of the Chief Auditors, 
Eastern Bengal and North Western Railways 1 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) The total number o£ accountants in the 
Accounts and the Audit Offices together will, under the separation pro- 
pisals, be larger than the present number. 

(h) and (c). The question of the terms and conditions under which 
existing subordinate establishments will be transferred’ to the Accounts 
Department has been dealt AVith in Anuexure D of my Memorandum on 
the system of separation of Accounts from Audit. The final rules will be 
promulgated after further discussion Avith the Standing Finance Com¬ 
mittee for RailAA'ays. It is proposed with the concurrence of tlic Auditor 
General to start a school temporarily to train men chiefly from the existing 
staff, to fill the additional posts of accountants required. 


liJiLiTABY Training of Indian Youths. 

920. -‘‘Dr. B. S. Moonje ; (1) ^Giat do Government propose to do 
toAvards accelerating and broadcasting the sy.stem of military training for 
Indian youths ? 

(2) Do Government propose to take any stejis for the establishment 
of an Indian manufacturing firm for the supply of up-to-date rifles to 
meet the requirements of the Indian Army ? 


Mr. G. M. Young : (1) The policy in regard to the military train¬ 
ing of youths, other than tho.se Avho intend to adopt the anm’ as a pro¬ 
fession, is contained in the proposals of the Auxiliary and Territorial 
Forces Committee relating to the University Training Corp.s. These 
proposals hav'e been accepted and are being carried out by GoA'ernment. 

(2) No, Sir. The requirements of the Indian Army in the matter 
of rifles are fully met by the existing Ordnance establisliments. 


r< '. Is there any likelihood of a Central AdA’isorv 

Committee being formed in connection Avith this Department ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Sir, I hai'dly think that question arises, but 
Government cud decide to form a Central Advisory Committee and in 
f lo fiial effect Avas in.serted in the Ansiliary and Terri- 

Torees (Amendment) Bill, AA'hich became laAv on the* 1st Septem- 


i921‘. 


EMt^YMENT OP Two Candidates not belonging to the North West 

EOITOIER EVENUE A REA IN CLERICAL .APPOINTMENTS IN THE PUNJAB 
AND IN ORTH West Frontier Postal Circle. 

A2im^^^•■ Matin'Chpdhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 

m3;d bv tiS i a fact that Sahg Ram one of the two candidates recom- 
SNOTth A-Jif m n’- tte Postmaster-General, Punjab 

(CaTpM?DisS:?)1^’ appointments belongs to Thia 

temporary^ clerk candidates, was a 

tFor this question, see at the end of the.starred questions for the day. ' ' 
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(c) Is it a fact that'the second candidate recommended hy the Post- 
tnaster, Peshawar, in August 1928, was Krishan Chandra, son of Jodha 
Ram, Accountant, Post OfSee, Peshawar ? 

( (d) Is it a fact'that Jodha Ram, Accountant, is resident of Jhelum 

District ? 

'(c) Is it a fact that according to the orders of Government only those 
candidates who belong to North-West Frontier Province Revenue Area can 
be taken in the North-West Frontier Province ? 

(/) If replies to the above be in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to take .suitable action against the Postmaster, Peshawar, who 
employed these candidates deliberately and to remove the candidates so 
taken ? 

The Honourable .Mr. A. 0. McWatters : Government have no in¬ 
formation. 

Embloyment of Two Beothers as Clerks in the Peshawar Hhad Post 

Office. 

923. '’'Mr. Abdul Matin Ohaudhury (on behalf of Mr. Anwar-ul- 
Azira) : {a) Is it a fact that according to the orders of the Postal Depart¬ 
ment no tw'o relatives can be emploj'’ed in one and the same office ? 

(Zj) Is it a fact that Sham Singh and Kartar Singh two real brothers 
are employed as clerks in the Peshawar Head Post Office ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the father of Krishan Chandra, nominated clerk 
of Peshawar, is employed as Accountant in the Peshawar Head Post 
• Office ? 

(d) If the replies to the above be in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to take suitable action asrainst these irregular postings ? 

Mr. P. G. Rogers : (a) The reply is in the negative. 

The other parts do not arise. 

■QUESTIONS NOT PUT AT THE MEETING, OWING TO THE 
ABSENCE OP THE QUESTIONER, WITH ANSWERS TO THE 
SAME. 

Reversion of Town InsBectobs of Post Offices in Bojibay to the 
Rank from wmicH they'Hvere originally recruited. 

i-899. *Mr. Faaal Ibrahim RahimtuUa ; Will the Government be 
pleased to say : 

, (fl) whether it is a fact that, prior to the introduction of the time 
scale of pay, the grade of Rs. 100 was reserved for the postal 
Town Inspectorship in Bombay Presidency Town ? 

(h) whether it is a fact that the Town Inspectors in the Bombay Town 
w^ere recruited from the clerks by means of the Presidency 
Postmaster’s selection, irrespective of the seniority of the 
official so selected, or of the pay drawn by the selected 
official or of his passing'the departmental examination " 

(c) whetlmr the overseer postmen and the sorting postmen were also 
similarly appointed by means of selection from amongst 
suitable postmen ? ’ 


tFor .^ns^vcr to this question, see answer to question Xo, 895. 
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{d) whether it is a fact that for the recent revision of pay, the per¬ 
manent overseer postmen and the sorting postmen were-not 
replaced by the postmen on the ground of seniority op- 
suitability ? If the reply to the above 4 items are in the 
affirmative, will the Government be pleased to say why the 
Town inspectors of the Bombay town Avho were recruited 
from the clerks and appointed substantively in the ajipoint- 
ment of Town Inspector should be reverted to the rank from 
which they were originally recruited ? 

Revised Scales of Pay foe Soeting Postmen in the Punjab Ciecle. 

900. “Mr. Pazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla : Is it a fact that the sorting 
postmen of the Punjab Circle were on the same scale of' pay as the post¬ 
men of that Circle ? If so, did the postmen who rendered more years’’ 
service than the sorting postmen claim the posts of sorting postmen in the 
revised scale on the ground of seniority or suitability or the junior post¬ 
men with better qualifications ? ^ 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : Prior to the introduction 
'of the revised scales of pay, sorting postmen in the Punjab Circle were 
in the same time-scale of pay as ordinarj’- postmen, but in addition they 
received special pay of Rs. 7-8-0 per mensem. This was withdrawn 
when the new scales Avere introduced. With regard to the second part 
of the question, Government haA^e no information. 

Revlesion of Toavn Inspectoes of Post Offices in Bombay, etc. 

•[901. '“Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulia : (c) Are Government aware- 
that different principles have been applied by the Postmaster-General 
Bombay for the removal of the permanent holders of the Town Inspector’s- 
posts, viz., one for the Bombay Presidency town and another principle- 
for the First class head Post Offices in the Bombay Circle ? 

(b) Are Government aAvare of the loss of emoluments in respect of the 
officials’ loss of permanent appointments through no fault of i theirs? 
If so, what steps have been taken to decide their case ? 

(c) Have the GoA-ermnent recetyed the appeals from the rcA^erted offi¬ 
cials who were permanently holding the ToAvn Inspector’s posts and con¬ 
sidered the points raised in the appeals ? If so, with Avhat result ? 

Reversion to the Clerical Line op Town Inspectors of Post 

Offices. 

[902. --'Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulia t Will the GoA'ernment be* 
pleased to lay on the table : 

(a) a list showing the names of the reverted officials showing against 
each the length of his permanent service as a ToAvn Inspector 
prior to the date of his reversion to the clerical line and the 
period of Avork, in the reA'ised post, and 

(I)) a list of the newly appointed officials Avho have replaced the 
permanent Town Inspectors shoAving against each the length 
of his permanent service as ToAvn Inspector prior to his new 
appointment in klay 1928 ? ' 

lEor answer to this question, see answer to question'No. 895." 
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'Revision of the Pay and Peospects of Assistant Directors-Generad- 

AND OTHER GAZETTED OFFICERS OP THE PoST OFFICE. 

913. =^Paiidit ITilakantha Das : (a) Is it a fact tliat the Assistant 
Directors-General and other gazetted officers of the Post Office waited in. a 
depntatioii on the llononvahlc ^lerahcv in charge of the Department 
of Industries and Labour at Calcutta in December 1925 or so in connection 
with their revision of pay and prospects ? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to laj-- on the table a copy 
of the proceedings of the deputation ? 

^ The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) Yes. 

j (b) Government are not prepared to disclose the particulars of 
their departmental discussions. 


Expenditure incurred on the Enquiry by the Tariff Board into the'' 

QtrESTION OF THE GrANT OF PROTECTION TO THE OlL INDUSTRY. 

921. *Mr. Srish Chandra Dutta : (a) What are the total costs 
incurred in the investigation by the Tariff Board of the question of the 
gi’ant of protection to the oil industry of India ? 

(b) In view of the fact that the applicant companies who were members 
of the Kerosine Pool suppressed a very important fact in their representa¬ 
tion to tlie Government of India that the Royal Dutch Shell Group had 
recognised their claim to compensation for losses suffered as a result of 
the price -u’ar, which, as admitted by the Government of India in their 
Resolution dated the 12th September 1928, [No. 141-T. (48) Government 
of India, Department of Commerce], was material to the issue whether 
there was a prime facie case for an enquiry or not, do Government propose 
to take steps to recover the entire costs of the enquiry by the Tariff Board 
.from those companies ? 


The Honourable Sir ^orge Rainy : (a) The Honourable Member 
is referred to the reply given to the second part of question No 369 
asked by Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh on the 11th September last. 

(b) No. 


UNSTAERED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Recognition of the Unions op Railway Employees by the Agents 

OF Rail'ways. 

492. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; With reference to the reply given on the 
l$t Februaiy, 1938, to starred question No. 42 by Sir N "m Toslii win 
Government be plea.sed to state whether they completed' ofs de?a 
tion of tlio question of tlie recognition of the Unions of rfilway employees, 
by the Agent.s of the Railways ? If so. what is the decision ? ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member is referred fo the 
reply given to the unstarred question No 67 of Ehj, 7 i RoLoL o 
Hussain Khan on 4th September, 1928. Bahadur Sarfaraz 
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Ignoeins by the East Indian Railway Authorities of RiJpresentations 
MADE by the Union about the Grievances of the Staff. 

493. IVEr. Amar Nath Dutt ; Is it a fact that the authorities of the 
East Indian Railway do not give any reply to the representations about 
the grievances of the staff made by the Union from time to time ? If so, 
what are the reasons foj- not giving any reply to such representation ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member has not men¬ 
tioned the name of the particular Union to which he refers, but the 
question, whether replies would be sent to representations, depends on 
whether the Agent has accepted it as representing the interests of its 
members and their views. 


Difference in Scales of Pay and Allowances prevailing on the Oudh 

AND RohILKHAND SeCTION AND THE EaST INDIAN SECTION OF THE EaST 

Indian Railway. 

494. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; With reference to my question No. 183 (o) 
and (6) in the last Session of the Assembly, will Government be pleased to 
state what steps have been taken to remove the difference in .scales of pay 
and allowances prevailing on the Oudh and Rohilkhand .section and East 
Indian section of the East Indian Railway ? IVhen do the Government 
expect to remove the differences ? 

A. A. L. Parsons : Revised scales of pay have been authorised 
for the East Indian Railway, but the existing permanent staff wdll 
continue, if willing, on the old scales. 


Grant op a Weekly Rest Day to the Staff of Railways. 


495. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : With reference to my question No. 182 (a) 
end (h).in the last Session of the Assembly, will Government he pleased 
to state what steps have been taken to grant a day’s rest in a week to' 
the railway staff or an allowance in lieu thereof ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable IMember i.s referred to the 
reply given to the unstarred question No. 55 of Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz 
Hussain Khan on 4th September, 1928. 

t 

Number op Indian Guards in “ A” Grade and Anglo-Indian and European 
Guards in “ B ” Grade on the East Indi.vn Railway. 

496. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Will Government please lay on the table 
a statement showing the number of Indian guards in ‘ A ’ grade and 
Angl^Undian and European guards in ‘ B ’ grade on the East Indian 
Railway ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government regret that for reasons previous¬ 
ly explained they are not prepared to furnish figures of communal re¬ 
presentation in individual offices or branches of the services. 


Promotion of Indians to “ A ” Grade Guards on the East Indian 

Railway. 


497. Mr. Amar Na-a Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that, in view of the 
assurance given by the Government in the last Session of the Assemblv to 
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the effect that racial discrimination had ‘been eliminated from the East 
Indian Railway, the ‘ B ’ grade Indian guards of Dinapur Division 
applied to the Agent for promotion to ‘ A ’ grade, and that the Agent 
replied that promotion from ‘ B ’ grade to ‘ A ’ grade would be made by 
selection only ? 

(b) If the answer be in the affirmative, will G-overnment please state 
the reasons why Emnpcans and Anglo-Indians are apj)ointed direct to 
‘ A ’ grade ? Will Government please state the educational qualifications 
of these Europeans and Anglo-Indians ? 

(c) Is it a fact that some Indian graduates have been appointed as 
guards in ‘ B ’ grade ? If so, wifi. Government be pleased to state why 
these graduates have not been appointed in ‘ A ’ grade ? 

(d) With reference to my question No. 1T9 (a) and (b) in the last 
Session of the Assembly, will Government please state what steps have been 
taken to stop the appointment of outsiders as ‘ A ’ grade guards unless and 
until the B ’ grade guards who have completed the grade are promoted 
to ‘ A ’ grade ? 

(e) Is it a fact that a large number of qualified employees of the East 
Indian Railway who have passed the guards duties and other departmental 
examinations applied for appointment as guards, but their applications 
were not considered and unpassed outsiders were appointed as guards ? 
If SO', will Government please state the reasons why unpassed outsiders 
are given preference over passed hands ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member’s questions have 
been referred to the Agent of the East Indian Railway, and I will com¬ 
municate with the Honourable Member on the receipt of the Agent’s 
reply. 

ABSdRPTIO^r IN THE PERMANENT ESTABLISHMENT OF SUPERNUMERARY HaNDS 

OP THE East Indian RAilway. 

.498. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is it a fact that a large number of 
employees of the East Indian Railway arc in the supernumerary list, and 
that outsiders are being permanently appointed in supersession of the 
claims of ’ supernumerary hands ? If so, do Government propose to stop 
the appointment of out'sidor'? permanently until the .supernumerary hands 
have been absorbed in the permanent cstabli-shraent ? If not. why not ? 

Mr. A. A. L. ■ Parsons : Enquiries are being made, and I will let 
the Honourable Member know the result. 

Curtailment of Holidays in the Dinapur Division of the East Indian 
, Railway. ■>' 

499. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : I« it a fact that in the Dinapur Division 
of the East Indian Railway the number of gazetted holidays has 'heen 
curtailed ? If so, was there any representation by the .staff agaipst such 
curtailment of holidays and what action was taken on the same ? Do the 
Government propose to is.sne instructions to tlie Agent to grant all holidays 
sanctioned by the Government of India ? 

Mr. A. A. L, Parsons ; Government have no information. It rests 
with the Agent of the Railway to decide what number of holidays 
LISSIjA d 
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should be given, and the Government of India do not propose to interfere 
in the matter. 


Eeeusal oe Casual Leave to the Staff of the East Indian Railway. 

600. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (o) Is it a fact tliat casual leave is 
refused to the staff for want of sufficient number of relieving hands and 
privilege leave is dela 3 '’ed for months after sanction for the same reason ? 

(6) Win Government be ideased to state the number of relieving 
hands in each Division and their proportion to the permanent hands ? 
Is the proportion adequate to enable the staff to avail .themselves of the 
privilege to which thej'' are entitled ? 

(c) Is it a fact that no relief is sent in time for emplojmes at roadside 
stations reporting sick and the staff have to perform double duties for want 
of relief ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no information, but have 
sent a copy of the Honourable Member’s question to tbe Agent of the 
East Indian Railway in order that he may consider whether any 
action is necessary. 

Number of Usual Working Hours of Certain Classes of EmVloyees on 
' . THE Bast IniJian Railway. 

60lt Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Will Government please state the number 
of usual worldng hours of (1) Station blasters, (2) Assistant Station 
Masters, (3) Booking Clerks, (4) Parcel Clerlis, (5) Goods Clerks, 
(6) Checking Clerks, (7) Train Clerks, (8) Number Takers, (9) Tranship- 
ment Clerks, (10) Station Masters Clerks, and (11) Signallers, on the 
East Indian Railway ? 

Mr. A. A. L.' Parsons : The woi-king hours of these classes of em¬ 
ployees varies at different stations, and Government are not prepared 
to undertake the detailed investigation ivhich would be required to 
answer the Honourable Member’s question. 


Service Agreements with the Staff of the East IndVan Railway. 

602. Mv. Amar Nath Dutt : Is it a fact that there is a clause in the 
agreement of the staff of the East Indian Railway that their services can 
be dispensed with without assigning any reasons ? If so, do Government 
propose to issue instructions to the Agent that no permanent employee 
should be di^harged from service unless the reasons are clearly stated ? 
it not, will Government be pleased to state reasons 1 

'I" = The service agreement contains a provision 

services can be terminated at any time after one 

monlvt Payment by Government of one 

of disphartrj R is not usual to give reasons in cases 

should be^ wIvp ^ railway authorities to decide whether reasons 

feUeii;!- to issue instrue- 

lov the naturf of rih W railway administrations in this mhtter, 

on 1 .oti^ailway service makes it necessary to eugao-e employees 

iSigiSed sei^eTa Jno 
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Number op Indian, Anglo-Indian and European Em!ployees of the East 
Indian EAilway discharged during the Year 1927. 

503. Mr. Amar Nath. Dutt : Will Government please lay on the table 
a statement showing the number of Indian, Anglo-Indian and European 
employees of the Bast Indian Railway discharged from service during 
the year 1927 giving reasons for discharge ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government regret that they are not 
willing to undertake the preparation of such, a statement. 

Classes of Empi.oyees op the East Indian Bailway entitled to Rent-Free 

Quarters. 

504. Mr. Am ar Nath Dutt : (e) Will Government please state which 
classes of workers of Ea.st Indian Railway are entitled to rent-free 
qnartei'S ? 

(5) Are all employees who are entitled to rent-free quarters provided 
with quarters ? If the answer be in the negative, will Government please 
state the number of employees who have not been provided with quarters ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the employees who have not been provided'with 
rent-free quarters are given a house allowance in lieu of quarters ? If so, 
what is the rate of such allowance ? 

(d) Is it a fact that some employees who are not entitled to rent-free 
quarters under the existing rules, but have been provided with quarters 
have to paj' rent at the rate of one-ninth of their pay ? 

(a) Is there any difference between the rate of house allowance paid to 
the staff who are entitled to rent-free quarters and the house rent deducted 
from those who are not entitled to rent-free quarters hut have been provided 
with quarters ? If so, will Government please state the reasons for such 
difference ? \ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Government regret that they are not 
prepared to undertake the enquiries in the detail which an answer to 
the Honourable Member’s question will entail. 

Appointment of Anglo-Indian Guards to Officiate as Station Masters 
AT certain Stations on the East Indian Railway. 

505. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is it a fact that at Patna Junction, 
Jha Jha, Mokameh, Kiul and other important stations whenever- the 
station masters have gone on leave Anglo-Indian guards from outside iiave 
been sent to work as station masters there in supersession of the claims of 
the senior assistant station mastei’s of the station ? If so, will the 
Government be pleased to state the reasons for not complj-ing with the 
statement contained in their letter No. 6164, dated the 22nd iMay 192S ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government are not aware of the detailed 
arrangements which may have been made at these particular stations 
in the past. I must point out that senior assistant station masters at 
these or other stations have no claim to officiate. There is nothing in 
the letter mentioned by the Honourable Member suggesting that they 
have any such claim. 
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Pay or Station Masters and As^stant Station Masters on the East 

Indian Railway. 

506. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will Government please state the 
maximum pay of Indian station masters and assistant station masters, 
and the minimum pay of European and Anglo-Indian station masters and 
assistant station masters on the East Indian Railway ? If there be any 
difference, will Government be pleased to .state the reasons ? 

{h) In view of the assurance of the Government that racial discrimi¬ 
nation has been eliminated from the East Indian Railway, do Government 
propose to raise the pay of Indian station masters and assistant station 
masters to the level of the European and Anglo-Indian station masters 
and assistant station masters ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (») A statement showing the rates of pay 

of station masters and assistant station masters on the East Indian Railway 
is being sent to^the Honourable Member. These appty equally to all 
icmployees of whatever race. 

(&) Does not arise. 


Pay of Junior clerks of the Inspectors’ Offices of the Engineering 
Department, East Indian R.ulavay. 

S07. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; Is it a fact that the junior clerks of the 
Inspectors’ offices of the Engineering Department who are all in grade V, 
are Ijlocked at Ra. 60 ? Is it a fact that the maximum.of grade V is Rs. 80 ? 
If so, will the Government state the reasons for withholding the maximum 
pay of the grade frO'm these junior clerks of the Engineering Department ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no information, but have 
sent a copy of the Honourable Member’s question to the Agent of the 
East Indian Railwas’" in order that he may consider w’hether any action 
is necessary. 


Expenditure incurred by the East Indian Railway on the Crew 
Department and TRAVELiyiNG Ticket Inspectors. 

608. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will Government please state the 
amount spent by the East Indian Railwaj'" in each Division for making 
pajnnent of salary and allowances to staff and officers and other expenses 

in connection with the Crew Department during the year endinu 31st 
March, 1928 ? o . c- 

(h) Will Government please state the expenditure incurred for pay- 
ment of salary and allowances to the Travelling Ticket Inspectoi-s in the 
year 1927-28 m each division 1 

Government please lay on the table a'statement showing the 
Department and (2) Travelling Ticket 

yeS W 2?.28 

suDD^ed to is being collected and will be 

supplied to the Hononrable Member in due course. 

Transfer OF Travelling Ticket Inspectors to Inferior Positions in 
THE Crew Department of the East Indian Railway. 

Ticket I^ectoS^^and^ttatL>^^V-I® Travelling 

inspectors and station Ticket Collectors have been temporarily 
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transferred to the Crew Department "where they hold inferior positions 
and that outsiders have been appointed as Crew Inspectors and Crew-in¬ 
charges on higher pay ? If so, wh 5 ’- ? 

Mr- A. A. L. Parsons : The position was, and is, that the old em¬ 
ployees to whom the Honourable Member refers were not qualified to 
discharge the duties of the higher grade posts, and that in preference 
to discharging them they were transferred to lower posts the duties 
of which it was considered they could perform satisfaetority. 

Representation of the Tea\^lein6 Ticket Inspectors of the Dinafdr 

Division, East Indian Railway. 

510. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is it a fact that the Travelling Ticket 
inspectors of the Dinapur Division submitted a representation to the 
railway authorities protesting against the unfair treatment accorded to 
them ? If so, what action has been taken on the same ? 

Mr. A. A- L. Parsons : Government have no information and 
regret that they cannot undertake to enquire into cases which are entirely 
within the competence of the Agent of the Railway. 

Al>t'OINTMENT OF CrEW OFFICERS IN EACH DIVISION OF THE EaST INDIAN 

Railway. - ' ' 

611. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that high-salaried Crew 
officers have been appointed in each Division ? Is it a fact that there are 
a sufficient number of officers in all the Divisions since the introduction of 
divisional system of work ? .“What objection, if any, have Government 
to entrust these officers with the work of the Crew Department instead of 
appointing additional officers, for the purpose ? 

< ■ (b) Is it a fact that the work of the Crew Department can be 

managed by the Divisional Officers, Ticket Inspectors and station masters 
more efficiently and economically than by the newly appointed officers and 
station inspectors and Night men-in-charge of the Crew Department ? 

■- (c) Is it a fact that since the introduction of'the Crew Department it 

has been a close preserve for outsiders and the old Travelling Ticket 
Inspectors and Ticket Collectors are rigidly excluded from higher posts of 
the Department ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the new Crew-in-Charges and Inspectors aie 
allowed to issue excess fare tickets although they have not furnished any 
cash security ? If so, what security have Government in ciises of mis¬ 
appropriation ? 

« 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (fl) An additional junior scale officer has 
been appointed in charge of the crew organisation on those divisions 
of the East Indian Railway on which the crew system operates. The 
crew .system was a new activity over wliich supervision is neoc.ssan% 
but that supervision could not be carried out by officers who already 
had their time fully occupied with other duties. 

(b) Certainh^ not. 

(c) No. 
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(<?.) Tlie answer to the first part of the question is in the alTirxna- 
tive. The sums in the hands of the crew-in-charges and the Inspectors 
at any one time are not so large as to require a security deposit. 

Transfer of Travelling Ticket Insp!ectors to the Crew Department 
ON the East Indian Railway. 

512. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Will the Government please lay on the 
table a copy of the minutes of a meeting of the officei'-s of the East Indian 
Railway held on 3rd J*Iay, 1927, in connection with the transfer of tiic 
Ti’avelling Ticket Inspectors to the Crew Department, a copy of the 
representation submitted by the Ti’avelling Ticket Inspectors to the 
Divisional Superintendent of Ilowrali on the subject and the reply thereto, 
dated 22nd November, 1927 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government are not prepared to lay tlieso 
departmental papers on the table. 


Daily Allowance or Members of the Central Legislature. 

, 513, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla : (a) Are tlic Government aware 
ihat the allowance of Rs. 20 per day is not sufficient for llic lilemhers 
coming up to Simla ? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to consider the advisability 
of increasing it 1 

Graham : (a) The reply is in the negative. 

* (b) Does not arise. 


General Elections of the Legisl.ative Assembly and the Council of 

St.ate. 

514. Kumar Rananjaya Singh ; Will Government be pleased to state 
when the general elections of the Legislative Asserablv and the Council 
of State are going to be held 1 Is it a fact that tliese elections fire going 
to be held after the report of the Simon Commission and the pairing of 
the new Lovernmeut of India Act ? 

n h = Power to extend the life of the Assemblv and the 

IS A'ested in the Governor General under .section 63D 
®Goveimment of India Act. Government liaA-e no information on 
either part of the question. 


Total Number of Political Prisoners in India 

615. Kumar Rananjaya Singh : What is the total number of political 

ai*® Hindus and bow 

many Muhammadans 1 

If the Honourable Member will 
the what he meansAiy political prisoners, I Avill .see whether 

tne intormation can be supplied. 

otal Number of Daftaries, Peons, Parashbs and other Menials employ¬ 
ed IN THE Indian Stores Department, etc. 

numW S'^^lSf^’^^^^^o^^aminadlsmailKhan : (a) What is the total 
e of daftaries, peons, farashes and other menials working in the 
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Indian Ston s Department, pd liow many of them are Muslims " What 
px’ooodiu't is adopted by this Department in recruiting suitable men for 
these posts ? 

(6) Are the Government aware that a considerable section of the 
ministerial staff of this Departonent are dissatified with this office and 
prefer to be transferred to other Departments of the Government of India, 
including attached offices, and that of late difficulties are being put in 
their way to get jobs in other offices for one reason or another ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (o) The total number of 

daftaries, peons and farashes employed in the office of the Chief Controller 
of Stores, Indian Stores Department, is 58, of whom 3 are Muslims. 
Candidates are selected from among those applying for appointments. 

(6) 'No. I understand that one typist was recently prevented 
from transferring his services temporarily to another office, but I am 
not aware of any general discontent. 

Total Strength of the Clerical and Menial Establishments of the 

Bombay Purchase Circle. 

617. Haji Chaudhury Mohammad Ismail Khan : Will the Governi 
ment Idndly state the total number of clerical and menial staff employed in 
the Bombay Purchase Circle of this Department, and the number of Mus¬ 
lims in each class ? .What steps have been taken in the past by this Circle 
to secure communal adjustment of the staff ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatters : The total strengths of the 
clerical and menial establishments of the Bombay Pui’chase Circle are 16 
afid 9, respectively. Of these one, a menial, is a Muslim. The necessity 
for securing adequate communal representation in his staff' has been im¬ 
pressed on the Officer in charge of the Circle, who reports that this con¬ 
sideration is kept in view when effecting recruitment. 

Inadequacy of the Scales of Pay of the Subordinate Staff employed 
ON THE Bengal and North Western Railway. 

518. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Will the Government be pleased to state 
if of late there was any correspondence between the Railway Board at Simla 
and the Agent, Bengal and North-Western Railway, regarding the scales 
of pay of the Indian subordinate staff working on this Railway and 
whether the Railway Board pointed out to the Agent, Bengal and North- 
Western Railway, the inadequacy of its scales and their vast difference 
from those prevailing on other Indian Railways ? 

(i) If the answer is in the affirmative will the Government be 
pleased to place the correspondence before the House ? 

(it) If the answer is in the negative do the Government propose to 
ask the Bengal and North-Western Railway to increase its 
scales : 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : There has been no such correspondence and 
Government do not propose to take up the matter with the Agent. 
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Overworked Staff in the Traffic and Locomotive Departments on 
THE Bengal and North 'Wi:stern Railway. 

519. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (i) I.i it a fact that the staff employed in 
the Traffic and Locomotive Departments on tlic Bengal and North- 
Western Raihvay are oveinvorked ? 

(ii) Do .some of them work for 12 liour.s a day and some for 24 Iiour.s f 
, i'iii) Is it a fact that the train staff liave no limit to their working f 

(iv) If the reply be in affirmative do the Government propose to a.sk 
the Bengal and North-Western Raihvay to reduce the work¬ 
ing hours ? 

Jto. A. A. L. Parsons : I propose ivith j'our permission, Sir, to reply to 
questions Nos. 519, 521, 524, 525,- 526 and 527 together. Enqnirie.s are 
being made from the Railway Administration and I Y’ill communicate with 
the Ilonourable Member in due course. 


Casualties in the Accident between Hayaghat and Kishanpur Stations 
ON THE Bengal and North Western Railway. 


520. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (1) (a) Will the Government be pleased 
' to state the number of casualtie.s and wounded in the accident of train parti¬ 
tion and collision which took place betiveen Ilayaghat and Kishanpur 
stations on the B. and N.-W. Railway ? 

(h) What was the cause on the night of 22nd Januarj’ last of the 
accident ? 


(c) Who was responsible for it ? 

(d) What action has been taken against the party at fault 7 ♦ 

(2) (a) Is it a fact that the driver and other crew of the above- 
mentioned wrecked train -were continuously on duty for about 19 hours 
when the accident took place ? 

(6) Was she running without a vacuum brake ? 

(c) Is it a fact that most of the trains on this Railway db run with¬ 
out vacuum brakes 7 


(d) Was an enquiry- held into this accident ? (i) If no '' by whom, 

+• fact of over-work of the Engine crew taken into con- 

authoriSes ? enquiring officer in submitting his report to the higher 

inju^" ^ ^ L..Parsons : (1) (a) 8 persons were killed and lo were 

enonS *5 Senior Sovernment Inspector who made an 

attaoM the Sgine 

'dental? responsible ; tile occurrence was purely acoi- 


(h) Yes. ' 
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(c) No. Over 63 per eent. of tlie eoacliing vehicles (including bralce 
vans used exclusively on passenger trains) on the Bengal and North 
Western Railway are vacuum braked. 

0 id) An enquiry was held by the Senior Government Inspector of 
Railways and by the District Magistrate, Darbhanga but neither of iheir 
reports suggests that the engine crew had been over-worked. 

Employment of Markers of the Bengal and Northwestern Railway 

AS Clerks, Assistant Goods Clerks and Goods Clerks at some op 

THE Roadside and Junction Stations. 

f521. Mr. Amar Nath. Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that on the Bengal and 
North-Western Railway, markers are appointed at some of the roadside 
and junction stations for the purpose of working as clerks, assistant goods 
clerks or goods clerks ? 

(&) Is it a fact that they get a starting salary of Rs. 10 or 12 per men¬ 
sem and there are only a few who get Rs. 16 per mensem ? 

(c) Is it a fact that they are reckoned as menials and though their ser¬ 
vices are retained permanently they are kept in temporarj’^ scales and arc 
deprived of all the privileges to which other servants of the same Railway 
are entitled ? 

id) If the reply be in the affirmative do the Government propose to take 
action to have this undesirable practice discontinued ? 

(e) If not, why ? 

Employment without Extra Remuneration of Assistant Guards and 
Shunters as Guards and Drivers, respectively, on the Bengal and 
Norte Western Railway. 

522. mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that (i) the assistant 

guards and shunters drawing salaries from Rs. 12 to 18 and Rs. 19 to 24 
per mensent, whether qualified or not, are continuously made to work as 
guards and drivers respectively on the Bengal and North-Western Rail¬ 
way ? ■ ‘ ' 

(ip) Are they paid an extra allowance for working as guards and 
drivers)? 

(iii) Are they held responsible and punished for any irregularity or 
error the same as guards and drivers ? 

(T)) Do the Government propose to take steps, so that such a prac¬ 
tice may cease ? 

(c) If not, why ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member is referred to the 
reply given to Mr. Joshi’s starred question No. 274 on the 8th September. 

A copy of the Honourable Member’s question has been sent to the 
Agent. 

fFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 519. 
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Pay oe Signallers employed at Stations on the Bengal and North 

Western Eailway. 

+ Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state the dniereuce of responsibilities and duties between signallers cm-* 
ployed iR the Government telegraph offices and at stations on the Bengal 
and North-Western Eailway ? 

(&) Is it a fact that the re.sponsibility of signallers on this Eailway 
Is much more than the signallei’s in the Government telegraph offices and 
concerns the safety of the travelling public ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the signallers in this Eailway at wayside stations 
get salarms between Es. 20 and Rs. 30 only and at .iunetion stations 
between Es. 30 and 50 ? 


Mr. A. A. L, Parsons : (a) and (b). It is not practicable to make a 
tair comparison between the responsibilities and duties of signallers 
Government telegraph offices and of signallers emploved on 
the ±5engal and North Western or any other Railway. The technical and 
general educational qualifications required of a Government telegraph .sig¬ 
naller are higher than those of a raihvay signaller, ns the method.s adopt- 
f receiving messages in Government telegraph offices arc 
SFi A while those required m raihvay working are simple. And 

^ Government telegraph office is of a far 

“ c.® arduous nature than it is in an ordinarv wavsidc 

or junction station. 

I Railway Administration and 

1 will communicate with the Honourable Member in due course. 

Pay op Indian Guards on the Bengal and North Western Railway. 

t524. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it n tUnt +i t a- j 

on the Bengal and North-Western RffilwnvvpiKi 11 ^ 
tion of Es. 20 per mensem Tnd thfre m? onirfm^ 

mo.st Es. 60 per mensem ? ' ^’‘^^eive at 

ulinhmyreLLStLfup S ^et Es. 21 as their 

their salary and alW.FF p ih scales of 

per month ? mmimum salary was reduced to Rs. 20 

guards on this Railway ? 

classes ? ^ differences of duties of guards in the various 

this Railway provide that nromotion of guards on 

claimed as a right but wilf be made another cannot be 

tions ? ^ according to vacancies and quaUfica- 

and actually work^aU^SsSSnqualified 


V/A. Vi 0 , 1 X 15 t 

tPor answer to this q^e^ti^see N^ilT 


the Bengal, < and 
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(7i) If not, what action do Govermnent propose to take to ensure 
an adequate salary to the guards on , the Bengal and North-Western 
Railway ? 

Pay oe Station Masters of the Five Classes of Stations on the 
' Bengal and North Western Railway. 

■[626. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; (a) Is it a fact that there are five classes 
of stations on the Bengal and Noi*th-Western Railway, ? 

(6) Is it a fact that most of the stations are classed as “ C ” ? 

(c) Is it a fact that station masters of “ C ” class stations receive a 

fixed salary of Rs. 50 while the salaries of the station masters of other 
classes are increased gradually ? , 

(d) If reply to question ■(c) he in the affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to state the principle on which the salarj’ of the various classes of 
station masters is fixed ? 

Pay of certain Specified Classes of Employees on the Bengal and 

North Western Railway. , 

•[626. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) la it a fact that the following salaries 
are provided in the current budget and establishment roll of the Bengal 
and North-Western Rail-way for : 





Lo'west. 

Highest. 



' 


r European 

120 

200 

Drivers 

* , 




‘ f 


(^Indiau .. 

26 

75 

i 


f European 

60 

80 

Shunters .. 

, , 






l_Indian .. 

19 

24 

, 


rEuropoan .. 

36 

80 

Firemen .. 

9 w 

’ 





Indian .. 

12 

18 , 



r European 

60 

200 

Fitter .. 

• • 






(^Indian .. 

15 

40 



fEtiropean 

100 

200 

Carriage Examiner.. 

• • 






[Indian .. 

‘ 30 

70 


(6) If reply be in the affirmative, will Government he pleased to state 
the reasons for observance of distinction in payment of remuneration to 
public servants of equal responsibilities and-^ between Indians and 
Europeans ? 


}For answer to^tliis question, see answer to question No. 519. 
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Geant of Concessions and other Facilities by the Authorities of the 
Balrampup. Hospital,, Lucknow, to the Indian Employees of the 
Bengal and North Western Eailway. 


527. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : («) Is it a fact that the Bengal and 
North-Western Rftihva 3 '' annuall}’ contributes a sum of Ils. COO to tlic funds 
of the Balrampur Hospital at Lucknow and in lieu of this the hospital 
authorities grant concessions and ali'ord other facilities to European and 
Anglo-Indian employees of the said Baihvaj" 1 

(h) Are any such contributions made bj' the Bengal and North-Western 
Bailwaj' for facilities to be afforded and concessions to be granted to its 
Indian emploj’’ees in the Balarampur or any efficient hospital f If so, how 
much and to which hospital ? If not, why ? 

Number oe Indian Officers employed on the Bengal and North West¬ 
ern Eailway, 


628. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state : 


(i) The number of officers on the Bengal and North-Western Eail¬ 

way ? 

(ii) How many out of them are Indians ? 

(ni) Amount of salaries paid to them per mensem for tlie last three 
years ? 

(?u) How much to Indian officers ? 

(v) Number of upper subordinates ? 

(vi) How many out of them are Europeans, Anglo-Indians and how 

many Indians ? 

(uii) Amount of salaries paid to them ? 
iviii) How mucli to Indian upper subordinates ? 

(6) (0 Is it'a fact that none of the District Officers and Heads of 
Department, and even of the Foremen of Running Sheds and Workshops 
IS an Indian ? 


(n)If not, why ? 

m. A. A. L. Parsons : (o) (i), («), (v) and {vi). The Honourable 
Members referred to Appendix F of the Report by the Railway Board on 
inoian Railways, copies of which are in the Library. 

(a) (np, (iv), (vii) and (vin). Government have no information and 

1 ° ‘ labour involved in collecting it will serve any 

useiul pru-pose. 


Inadequate Fan dV THE•■S^AFF•' of the Bengal and NortA Western 
, ^ ' ' Railway. ' 

529 Mr.' Amar Nath butt • (a) Tq h L 4 ; + at, i 

o^the Bengal and Korti-Westenn'" 

tEor answer to this question,Tee answe? to question Na 619. “ 
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’ (n) Is it a fact that the Agent, Bengal and North-Western Railway, 
wrote to the President of Bengal and North-Western Railwaymen’s Asso¬ 
ciation saying that his Railway is unable to maintain a staffi of the same 
qualifications as in the Oudh and Rohilkund Railway and the East Indian 
Railway 1 

\ 

(vii) What qualifications do railway servants possess ? 

(iv) Does the Agent, Bengal and NQrth-Western Railway, mean to say 
that the staff of his Railway are not qualified or efficient as the railway 
servants must he ? 

(6) Will the Government be pleased to state : 

(i) The effects and results of services of semi-qualified staff on 

, . Railways 

(ii) Whether the meagre profit of the said Railway is one of the 

causes of inadequate salaries paid to its staff ? 

(in) The percentage of declared dividend to its shareholders during 
the year ending ,30th September 1927 ? 

(iv) Whether it was 18 per cent. 

(v) Is it not sufficient to maintain sufficiently a qualified staff or to 

pay them adequately ? 

(c) (i) Do Government propose to direct the administration of the 
said Railway to pay its staff sufficiently ? 

(ii) If not, why ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) (i) It is not understood what the Honour¬ 
able Member means by'“ low paid Government understand that the 
cost of living is lower in the areas served by the Bengal and North-West¬ 
ern Railway than in other parts of India, and it is not, therefore, necessary 
to pay as high salaries to certain classes of railway employees there as else¬ 
where. 

(ii) Government have no information. 

(in) Such qualifications as are required for the performance of the 
various classes of duties required of them. 

(iv) Government feel sure 'that the Agent of the Railway has never 
committed himself to any statement of this kind. 

(5) A dividend of 18 per cent, was declared for the year ending 30Ui 
September, 1927. Government do not agree with tlie assumptions under¬ 
lying the remaining parts of the Honourable Member’s question. 

(c) (i). Government do not propose to do so. , 

(ii) Because Government do not accept the assumption on which the 
Honourable Member asks for such instructions to be issued. 

Charges eor Loading and Unloading of Goods on the Bengal and 
North Western Railway, 

,530. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) (i) is it a fact that the Bengal 

and North Western Railway does not pay for the charges of loading and 
unloading of goods in and out of wagons but engages the seiwices of an 
insufficient number of poi-ters for the purpose and compels the station 
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masters to have loading and unloading done with the labonr o£ merchants 
despatching and receiving goods through it ? 

(«) How much did this Railway pay on this account and at wdiat rate 
last year and how much for the 10 years' before last ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (?) A complaint received about a year ago by 
the Railway Board suggests that there is some dissatisfaction on this 
score. . 

(n) I am afraid the figures are not procurable, but I am sending a copy 
of the Honourable Member’s question to the Agent of tlie Railway in 
order that he may see whether action still requires to be taken. 


Detection oe Base Coins and Rouged Guebency Notes on the Bengal 

' AND Nobth Western Railway. 


531. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : "Will the Government be pleased to state : 

(i) whether station masters or other responsible clerks of stations 
on the Bengal and North Western Railway are made to pay 
for all base coins and forged Government currency notes 
received in the treasury of the .said Railway along with the 
cash remittance of stations ? 


(n) what is the procedure for detecting base coins and forged notes 
in the said treasury ? 

(Hi) what training is imparted to the staff at stations on the said 
Railway to malie them capable of detecting base coins and 
forged notes while they receive an unlimited number of 
coins and notes from the public in a very short time in lieu 
■ of freights and fares ? 


IWx. A. A. L, Parsons : I am not aware of the 
Bengal and North-Western Railway, but will mak 
the Honourable lilember of the re.suit. 


exact procedure on the 
c enquiries and inform' 


Refusal of the Agent to recognise the Bengal and North Western 

Railwaymen’s Association. 

stat?^; Government be pleased to 

(t) Is there an Association of employees of the Bengal and North 

entitled the “ Bengal and North Western 
Railwaymen’s Association ” ? 

the Trade Unions Act, XVI- 

(iv) If not, why n6t ? , I Y s . 

(b) Is it a fact that the Agent of tho tionr.oi -kt 
way wrote to the Geheral Seerftarj- of the^?s?Sntfno Western-Rail- 
Railway as follows ; -A.ssociation of employees of that 

' 1 
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_ “ As you arc aware this Railway docs not recognize the Bengal and North ^Ve3tem 
Eailwaymen’s Association and I now beg to inform you that in future any communica¬ 
tion received by me or any of the ofScers of this Railway from you or from members 
of the Association will not be read, but will be immediately torn up and put in the 
waste paper basket.", 

(c) Is it a fact that since then the said Agent does not reply to any 
eommnnications of that Association ? 

{d) Will the Government be pleased to state what are the reasons 
for taking such drastic action, seriously offending the entire Association 
and its honorary and paid office-bearers ? 

Dir. A. A. L. Parsons : (u) to (d). Enquiries are being made from the 
Raihvay administration and I w'ill communicate Avith the Ilonoin’able 
Member in due course. ‘ ^ 

Communication in writing of the reasons foe Disjussal or Discharge 

OF AN Employee on* the Bengal and North Western Railway. , 

533. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; (i) Is it a fact that reasons for dismis¬ 

sal and discharge of an employee on the Bengal and North-Western Rail- 
Avay are not communicated to him^ in writing ' 

{ii) Is it a fact that no mention is made of such reasons in the service 
certificates granted to the employees and sometimes no remark is even 
made regarding character although space is provided for the purpose but 
that such space is either left blank or dashed ? 

{in) Is it also a fact that only one copy of the agreement bond of 
employment is filled in and signed by the executing employee but that a 
copy of it signed by the employers is not given to the executors 1 

' Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (i) and {ii). The Honourable Member is re¬ 
ferred to the reply gWen to Mr. Joshi’s question No. 706 of 20th Septem¬ 
ber, 1928, , , 

{in) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given to Mr. 
Joshi’s starred question No. 707 on the 20th September, 1928. 

Time taken by First Division Clerks of the Office op the Director 

General op Posts and Telegraphs to reach the JIaximuji of 

THEIR Time Scale of Pay. 

534. Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Is it a fact that, in the clerical time- 
scales of pa 3 ’ introduced in the Postal Department throughout India and 
Burma the maximum of the scale can ordinarily be reached in 21 years 
or so ? 

(5) Is it a fact that the same time is taken in reaching the maximum 
in the time-scale of paj' sanctioned for the upper division assistants in the 
Government of India Secretariat ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the same time-limit is not observed in respect of 
the first diAnsion clerks of the office of the Director-General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, and that thc 3 " liaA^e to take 25 j'cars or so in reacliing the 
maximum of their scale ? 

{d) If so. Avill the Government he pleased to slate the reasons for 
this anomaly and do Government propose to take steps to remoA'c the 
same ? 
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The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) Yes. 

(&) Yes. T 

(o) Yes. 

(d) The scale of pay for llie fir.st divLsion clerks of the Director- 
General's office has been fixed with reference to lliat sanctioned for clerks 
of similar status in the attaclicd offices of the Government of India where 
the maximum is attainable in the 2.5<h year. 


Eeduction in the Bate oe Increments or First Division Clerks in 
THE Office of the Director General of Post.s and Telegrawls. 

636. Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Is it a fact that, prior to Ist 
March 1921, the rate of increment in the then grades of Ks, 100—150 and 
Es. 150—200 for tlie first division (then A cla.ss) clerks in the office of 
the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, was Rs. 10 per annum ? 

( 6 ) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for 
decreasing the rate of increment 

(1) between the Rs. 100—150 stage from Rs, 10 to R.s. 5 in the 

time-scale of Rs. 80—80—100—5—150—10—250 introduced 
for the first division (then A class) clerks of the office from 
1 st Mareh, 1921, and again 

(2) between the Rs. 150—160 .stage from Rs. 10 to R.s. 6 in the 

revised time-scale of .Rs. 100—6—160—10—300 introduced 
from the 1st August 1927 ? 

(c) If the reduction in the rate of increment i.s due to an increase in 
the minimum pay, will the Government be pleased to state why any similar 
reduction has not been made in case of the Superintendents {then Dead 
Assistants) of the Office of the Director-General. Posts and Tek'irraph.s, the 
minimum of whose pay has been raised by Rs. 100 and the maximum by 
Rs. 200 since 1921 ? 


The Honourable Mr. A, 0. MeWatters : (o) Yes. 

(6) (1) because a separate Departmental Committee recommended 
that the three former grades of Rs. 50—5—100, Rs. 100—10—150 and Rs. 
150—10—200 should he replaced by a single time-.scale of Rs. 80-80—, 
100—5—150—10—250. 


(2) because on the 1st August. 1927. the transfer of the office from 
Calcutta to Ne^v Delhi was completed, and from that date the above time¬ 
scale of pay .was raised to Rs. 100—6—160—10—300 as against Rs 120— 

sanctioned for the first division clerks In the aUaehed 
onices of the Government of India. 

(c) In view of the reply to part (6) above, this part of the que.stion 
does not arise. 


a"* OlEEKS OF SevEEAE OFFIOIATIXa FotSI 

Bitoioe Aesistahts is the Office op the IUster Obkeeai. of SoTPiV. 

-m Sfs' reply given 

-,ucstionNo.481.,viliaovernmenTpIeLo'^S5e‘"’ o* 

(a) te ■■ greeter merit end euitabilitv ” of 
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(&) how, when and by whom were their relative merits tested ? 

2. Will Government please state the academic qualifications and the 
length of service in the clerical line of the two soldier clerics in question 
and the other civilian clerks superseded by them ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : 1. (a) The question is not understood. The selec¬ 
tion of the two soldier clerks was, no doubt, the result of a comparison of 
the work of all the clerks concerned. 

(b) The tests rested on reports made bj' their superior officers. The 
tests were applied at the time of confirmation and by the head of the office. 

2. Soldier clerks. Civilian derks. 

Academic qualifications .. 1st Class Army School Certifi- 1 M.A. 

cate of Eduction. 2 B.As. 

2 Intermediates. 


Length of service at Army Head- Between 1 and 2 years (oxclud- 
quarters at date. ing their Army service). 


Between 3 and 6 years. 


Article in the Mazdoor of the 21st July, 1928, entitled “ Guards’ Rest 
IN Dinapur Division ” (East Indian Railway). 

537. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) lias the attention of the Government 
been drawn to an article headed “ Guards’ rest in Dinapur Division ” in 
the Mazdoor of the 21st July, 1928 ? If so, will the Government be pleased 
to .state what action, if any, has been taken against insufficient rest of the 
guards of the East Indian Railway ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there are manj- vacancies in the guards’ list which 
have not yet been filled up ? If so, Avill Government please state wffiy the 
appointment of guards has not been made in spite of ‘ under rest ’ and 
shortage of guards ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government have not seen the article men¬ 
tioned by the Honourable Member. ' 

(b) They have no information as lo the number of vacancie.s in tlie 
guards’ list on the East Indian Raihvay, which is in any case purely a 
matter for the local authorities to deal with. 

Wages of Skilled and Unskilled Workmen of the Lillooah Workshops, 

East Indian Railway. 

- 538. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that the rates of wages 
of skilled aud un.skilled workmen of the Lillooah workshops are mueb less 
than those of the workmen of the Jamalpur and Lucknow workshops ? If 
so, will Government he pleased to state the reasons for such difference in 
wages of the employees of one aud the same Railway ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the workmen of Lillooah are given daily wages 
unlike the workmen of Jamalpur and Lucknow ? If so, will Government 
be pleased to state the reasons for .such differential treatment ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (o) No comparison has been made of the rales 
of wages of workmen at Lillooah and Jamalpur, hut in connection with 
the demands of the men at Lillooah the Agent made an inve.stigalion of the 

L1.')2LA E 
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rates at Lillooali and ai Luelinow, and lie found tliat, thou^rli there 
naturally some differences in the rates prevailing in jdaco.s so far apai^t 
ov’ijig to tlie entirely different conditions ruling at tlie two places, till' 
general level of ihe rates of i)ny at Lillooah did not compare iinfavourably 
with the general level of the rates at Imcknow, jjarlicularly when it Ls 
borne in mind that at Lillooah the staff only work for 421 hours a week, 
whereas at Lucknow they work for 48 hours a week. 

{h) They are making enrjuirie.s from the Agent whether there is anj 
difference in this respect between Lillooali, Jamalpur, and Lucknow, and 
will let the Honourable hlemher know in due course. 


Promsion of Quarter.s for the Workmen of Lili.ooah, East Indian’ 

Paiiwvay’. 

539. Mr. Amar Nath putt : Is it a fact that there is no arrangement 
for house accommodation for the workmen of Lillooah '! If .so, will Govern¬ 
ment please .state what steps have been lak(“n to iirovide the workmen with 
quarters ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : It is proim.sed shortly to carry out an investiga¬ 
tion into the housing conditions of the worlcshop staff at Lillooah. 

Security of Service for the Workmen employed at Lilloo.vit, East 
. Indian Railway. 


540. Mr, Amar Nath Dutt : («) Is it a fact that there is no security 
of service for the workmen of Lillooah, and that their service.s are dis¬ 
pensed with by the foremen without any enquiry l)y the higher ofileers of 
the workshops ? 

■ . Q}) Will Government please lay on the table a statement showing 

the ‘number of v’Orkmen dismi.ssed and discharged from service and the 
number of new men engaged in. their place during the year 1927 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) This is not so. Wlierc the service.s of a 
M’orkraan at Lillooah are dispensed with, a full enquiry is made bv a Spe¬ 
cial Establishment Officer. In no case can services of a workman 8e 
dispensed with by the foreman. 


(&) Government regret tliey are not 
cjuiry v.’hich the answer to the Honourable 


prepared to undertake llic en- 
Member'.s question will entail. 


Charges of Bribery and Corruption against the Foremen employed in' 
the Lillooah Workshops of the East Indian Railway. 

^ workmen of 

Lillooah constantly reported to the authorities about bribery and corruption 

amongst tbe foremen ? If so. what action has beenTaken to 

the truth or otherwise of the repoi-ts ? enquire in 

evidence IVbrihSJ ^vorkmen of Lillooah produced documentary 

mai e to go out or India ! If so, will Government please state if anv enauirv 
was made before granting leave and whether any proLeutioi wS Sod 
in cases where bribery was proved ? If not, why not ? orGertu 
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. Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : Government are not aware that any such com- 
"iJjaints -^rere made by the Lillooah workmen. They are asldng the Agent 
for.his remarks on the allegations contained in the Honourable Member's 
question, and for that purpose I shall be obliged if the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber will put me in possession of the documentary evidence on which the 
allegations are based. 

Alleged Bribery and CoRRupitcoN amongst the Subordinate Officers 

EMPLOYED IN RaILWAY WORKSHOPS. 

642. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to an article in the Mazdoor, dated 25th January' 1928, under 
the heading “ An open challenge ” ? If so, what action has been taken on 
it ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the prevalence of corrupt jii-actices in the work¬ 
shops is due to lack of supervision of the higher officers of the Railway ? 
If so, will Government please state what action they propose to take against 
these officers ? ; i 

(c) Are 'the Government aware that on several occasions attempts 
•were made to penalise the worinnen who produced documents to prove 
bribery and corruption amongst the subordinate officers ? Do the Govern¬ 
ment propose to put a stop to such attempts ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Govenunent have not seen the article men¬ 
tioned by the Honourable Member, and do not admit there is a pre¬ 
valence of corrupt practices in railway workshops or lack of adequate 
.supervision by the higher officers of the Railway. They are not aware 
of any such attempts to penalise workmen as are suggested in the last 
part of the Honourable Member's question. • < • 

1 

Discontent among the Workmen employed in the Lillooah Workshops 
OF THE East Indian Railway. 

543. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that there is grave dis¬ 
content among.st the workmen of Lillooah on account of (1) low wages, (2) 
want of house accommodation, (3)' heavj' fines, (4) dismissal, and (5) 
bribery ? Do the Government propose to institute an enquiry into the' 
causes of discontent 1 

(b) Is it a fact that the authorities of the Lillooah workshops tried to 
obtain the thumb impressions of tlie workmen on blank paper through a 
habitual criminal, named Fazil Mistry ? Is it a fact that the General 
Secretary of the Bast Indian Railway Union wdiich has been organized and 
registered under the Trade Unions Act sent a wire to the Agent of the East. 
Indian Railway as well as to the Railway Board on the subject ? If so. will 
Government please state what action w’as taken in the matter ? Is it a fact 
that there was a short-lived strike in thi.s connection which was settled bv 
]Mr. Strachey, Deputy Agent, in the absence of the Agent, Mr. Cohdn, and 
the workers were also assured that their other grievances would be 
favourably considered ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (o)'Representations were received from the 
workmen of Lillooah complaining of low wages and want of accommoda¬ 
tion; but not of heavy fines, dismi.ssal or bribery. Their complaints have 

e2 
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alroiuly been invc.sli'xalcd by tlif Ajiinii of llie East iTuliaii Railway and 
action lias been taken whore they were eonsidered to be well fonnded. 

(/>) A teleprain to the eOVet mentioned in the Honourable Member’s 
question was sent b.v |lio fJencral SVeretary of fhe East Indian Railway 
IJnion (Khagaul) to the Seerctary of the Railway Bc)nrd on the 23rd 
January. 1928. Owing to eomjJaints which were made against inisfr>'. 
Pazil. the men had sto})ped work for half a day on the 23rd January, 
M)ut came back to work the next day. Xo general asstuvinces were made, 
by the Dcj)uty Agent, nor is it correct that the aulliorities of the l/illooah 
workslio]w tried to obtain the thumb imiiressions of the workmen on 
blank ])aper through the. mistry mentioned. 

Redress of the Griiwances of the Workmen EMFEo^ntn in the Liu.ooah 
Workshops of thi; Ea.st Indian Railway. 

544. Mr. Amar Nath Diitt : Ts it a fact that the v,'orktnen of Lillooah 
submitted a reprosenlation to the Agent jo Pebrutiry last for redressing 
their grievances, and the Agent promised to make enquiries ? Will the 
Government be pleased to state the result of such cinpiirics ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : A representation was submitted to the Aiient 
]a.st March. The Agent has made ctiqniries into the matters brought to 
notice in the reiircsentation, and as a resnh, the jmy of certain of the 
lower classes of workmen has heen increased, and an enquiry is being 
made into the housing conditions at Lillooah. 

Cause of the Strike at Lillooah on the Ea.st Indian R.mlway. 

845. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (o) Is it a fact that two workmen were 
suspended and two were discharged from .service in Pebruary last on the 
report of a gate-keeper to the etiect that they were fighting Jimongst them¬ 
selves outside the workshops 1 Is it a fact that such chargo.s were denied 
and no enquiry was made ? Is it a fact that owing to the distni.ssal of the 
men and refusal to hold an enquiry the workmen downed their tools on the 
5th March last and a telegram was sent by the General Secretary of the 
Union to the Honourable the Commerce hleraber for information and .settle¬ 
ment of the dispute ? If so, will Government ])]ease state wlmt action was 
taken by the Government to settle the dispute in its early stage ? 

(b) Was any reply given to the telegram .sent by the Secretary of the 
Union ? Is it a fact that the strike was prolonged for five months on 
account of iJi’ompt steps not being taken ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Agent of the East Indian Railwaj* abruptly 
closed the workshops and declared a lock-out without making any attempt 
at an amicable settlement ? If so. wbat were the reasons for declaring 
the lock-out without notice and Avhat attempt, if any. was made to arrive at 
au amicable settlement ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) After an enquiry, two men were dis¬ 
charged on the IGtli of Pebruary for fighting with' each other inside the 
workshops about some private matter, and four men were suspended for 
two day.s for idling on 2nd ISIarch, 1928. As regards the causes of the strike 
the Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the replv given to part (b) 
of the Honourable Mr. Ghuznavi’s question No. 197 on 'the 4th September, 
1928. 

(b) The ansner to the first jiart of tlie question is in the negative. 
Government do not agree that the .strike was prolonged for this reason. 
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^ ® Gomiminique of the 6th I^Iarch, 1928, the 

whiVh f demands and gave liis reasons for rejecting.those 

,Sr At the same time he informed the men that an 

Tl- earned bv any class or 

Classes of the staft at Lillooah were lower than those that conld be earned 

workshops in Calcntta or its immediate 
.„ 3’’, and undertook to make the necessary enhancement in such rates, 

1 was round that the LiUooah rates of paj’’ in anj’ particular instances 
were lower than those obtaining elsewhere in Calcutta or its vicinitv.; The 
Agent closed 4he shops on Hie 7th ilarch and-again on the 31st July after 

he was clearly eonmneed that the men had no -intention of doiiu 
.work. . c 


any 


JlEMOEIALS TO THE SECRETARY. OP STATE FOR INDIA BY THE CLERICAL StAFF OF 

THE Office op the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 

546. Mr. Srish Chandra Hutta : (Q) Is it a fact that the 

clerical staff of the office of -the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, 
have submitted a memorial to His Majesty's Secretary of State for India, 
London, in July 1928 or so ? 

(h) Is it not required by the memorial rules that the transmission 
-.to England of a memorial duly forwarded through the proper channel 
should not he delayed by the transmitting authority, (i.e., the Govern¬ 
ment of India) beyond a month after the receipt of the memorial ? 

(c) Have the memorials been transmitted to the Secretary of State 
by this time ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) Government undcr- 
staneVthat memorials addressed to His Majesty's Secretaiy of State for 
India have latety been submitted by the clerical staff of tlie office of tlie 
Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, and that these arc under examina¬ 
tion by the Director General. . < 

(&) Not exactly. There is a rule under which ordinarily the traus- 
, mission to England of a memorial duly forwarded through the proper chan¬ 
nel should not be delayed by the transmitting Government in India beyond 
a month after receipt of tlie memorial. The Honourable Member is doubtless 
aware that transmission of memorials maj’’ be withheld in various circums¬ 
tances, or may be unavoidably delayed. 

(c) No. 


Filling up of Posts of Assistant Directors-General of the Post Office. 

547. Mr. Srisk Ckandra Dutta : Is it a fact that the posts of 
Assistant Secretai’ies in the Government of India Secretariat are generally 
filled up by promotion from the ranks ? If so, why is not at least a 
certain percentage of Assistant Diredtors-General of the Post Office also 
filled up from the office staff ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MoWatters : The answer to the first ]Kirt 
of the question is in the affirmaiive. 

Assistant Directors-General of the Post Office must, for the adequate 
performance of their duties, he officers of technical Imowledge and practi¬ 
cal experience of Post Office work. For this reason they are selected from 
the cadre of Superintendents of Post Offices. 
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Revised Scales of Pay kecommended by the Booth Commiiti^e for the 
Office of the Director General of Posts and TmAN'.RAPHs. 


648. "Mr. Srish Chandra Dntta : (a) Will the Govermnont be 

pleased to state the revised scales of pay reconnnendod by the Booth 
Committee of 1920-21, for the Oflice of the Director-General, Posts and 
Telegraphs ? 

(1) What were their recommendations alwnt benefit of length of 
service and date of effect ? 

(c) Were the recommendations of the Booth Committee supported 
by the then Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, Sir (then lifr.) 
G. B. Clarke ? If not what were his recommendations a.s regards scales 
of pay, service benefit and date of effect ? 

(d) What office did he take as a suitable parallel in respect of work 
and status ? 

(c) Were the recommendations of the Director-General, Posts and 
Telegrajihs, accepted bj' the Govemraent of India ? If not. why not " 

The Honourable Mr, A. C. MeWatters : («) 

Rs. 


Office Superintendent 

Assistant Superintendent and Chief Clerks. 
Head Assistant 
‘ A ’ Class clerks 

‘ r. ’ Class clerks 


500—25—700 
400—20—500 
300—20—400 
80—80—100— 
5—150—10—250 
50—toO—60— 
3—120—4-^140— 
5—150 


with 2 selection posts on .. 1,50—10—^200 

(h) The recommendations generally were that the revision should lake 
effect from the 1st December. 1919, and that in bringing the staff on tn 
the revised scales of pay full benefit of length of service in the particular, 
cadre to which they belonged should be allowed, subject to a mnsimuni 
of 50 per cent, above the pay and allowances drawn on the date of ver¬ 
sion. 


(c), (d) and (c). Government are not prepared to disclose the par¬ 
ticulars of their^ departmental discussions. After considering carefully 
. of the Committee, Government issued final orders 

m September, 1921, introducing I’cvised scales of pav from the 1st INf^'ch, 
1921, and specifying the methods for bringing the staff on to those s®es. 


Minor Revisions made in the Office of the Director General of Posts 
AND Telegraphs in 1918 and 1919. 

649. Srish. Chandra Dntta : (a) Is it a fact that some minor 

revisions m the shape of revised grading were sanctioned in the Office of 
the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, in 1918 and 1919 " 

V Government be pleased to state what were those 

The Honourable 3VIr. A. C. MeWatters : (a) Yes. 
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(J) GrOA'ernment do not consider that any useful purpose will now 
be serwd by collecting information regarding minor changes made ten 
years ago. 

Peesext Steength of the Cleeical Staff and of Officees rx the Office 
OF the Dieector Gexeeae of Posts and Telegkaphs. 

550. Mr. Srish Chandra Dutta : (a) "What was the clerical staff in 
the Office of the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, including pro¬ 
bationers in January, 1921 ? 

(h) What was the number of officers on that date in the office ? 

(to) Wliat is the present clerical staff of tlie office and what is the 
number of officers ? < 

(d) If there be ans^ increase or decrease, will Government please 
state the reasons in each case ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : (a) 239 permanent clerks 
and 49 probationers. 

(h) 25. 

(c) 226 permanent clerks and 23 officers. 

(d) The decrease of 2 posts in the cadre of officers and of 13 in 
the permanent clerical cadre is due to various re-organisations caiu'ied out 
since 1921. 

Deputation of-Me. A. J. Gonet, a SiiPBRiXTENDEXT of Post Offices, to 

WORK,IN the Place of the Chiep Supeeintendent of the Offi'ce of 
, the Dieector General of Posts and Telegraphs. 

551. Mr. Srish Chandra Dutta: (o) Is it a fact that the 
CHiief Superintendent of the Office of the Director-General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, has taken leave since the last week of June or sp ? 

(5) Is it a fact that no arrangement has been made in his place as 
yet and the post is being held in abeyance ? 

■ (c) Is it a fact that an outsider from the gazetted ranli of .Superintend¬ 
ent of Post Offices is being deputed to the Office of the Dire6tor-6eneral, 
Po.sts and Telegraphs,' to w.ork in place of the Chief Superintendent ? 
If so, who is he and rvas he not i-efused the post once before ? 

-j-j# (d) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the reply given 
7:^W:he Director-General on the 4th l^Iarch, 1925, in the Legislative 
Assembly in which he stated that the posts of' Superintendent in the 
Director-General’s Office and Postal Circle Offices are, ordinarily, filled 
by promotion of the senior fit officials in the offices, a practice wliich Gov¬ 
ernment did not propose to change ? 

ic) Will the Government he pleased to state what exiraordinary 
eircumsfances happened leading them to bring in an outsider superseding 
the legitimate claims of senior fit officials and without giving them a trial ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C, McWatters : (a) Yes. 

(7;) No : one of the senior Superintendents is officiating as Ciiief 
Superintendent. 
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(o) Yes, <18 a i('iii])oiMry incasiire for one year, Tlie officer defulcd 
is Sir. A. J. Gonet, Superintendent of Post Oflices, North Calciilln Divi¬ 
sion. lie Avfi.s once refused the post some years ago. 

id) Yes. 

[c) The attention of the Honourable Slembcr is drawn to the reply 
given to Mr. Satyendra Chandra Itlitra’s .starred question No. G.")3 in 
the current .sc.ssion of the Legi.slativc Assembly.' 


Reorganisation of the Ofitok of the Controllep. of Prinitng and 

Stationery. 


662. Mr. K. 0. Neogy : (a) ’With reference to the answer to clau.scs 
id) and (cl of starred question No. 72 of the 1st February 3928. will 
Government he idca.scd to slate whotlier any decision has been arrivc(! at 
in the matter ; and if so, to wltat efiect 

(&) Is it a fact that a seliciiie for the reorganisation of tlie office of 
the Controller of Printing. .Stationery and Stamps, lias been submitted 
by the Conrroller ; if .so, ivliat is likidy to be the fimincia! efr '"i fliereof. 
and to wliat extent is the subject matter of the- imnnonal .submitted in 
February 1927, referred to in starred question mentioned aiiove. covered 
by this reorganisation scheme ? 


The Honourable Mi'. A. 0. McWatlers : (a) ’I’he memorial has been 
received from tlie ('ont roller and is under consideration. 

ih) No scheme for the reorganbiition of tlie office of the Controller 
of Printing and Stationery has been received by Government. Tlie Con- 
trollw has submitted proposals for the reorganisation of the Central 
Stationery Office, Calcutta, but his proposals are not directly related to 
the subject matter of the meiiiori.il referred to in (a) above. 


Promotion of Sub-Assistants to officiate as Assistant Si/pertntende.vts 
IN the Geological Survey of India. 

553. Mr. K. 0. Heogy : (a) What are the considerations that deter- 
mine the numbez’ ancl salary of Assistant Superintendents and Snb- 
Assistants, respectively, in the Geological Survey of India ? 

*(6) Is the difl'erence between the initial salary'of these two c’-nides 
more or less than sucli dilTcreneo liclwcen correMionding "rndes fn the 
sister Scientific Departments under the Government of India" ? 

^ fact timt the Snh-Assist ants in the Geological Siirvcv of 
India are not generally permitted to officiate for Assist.ant Superintendents 
in temporary vacancies I If so, why *.’ > ' 

prociell Assistant Superintendents, when they 

number of such absence ; and what is the average 

IMia, dm-tag Mtli of the test »'■ 

the gradbf promoted to 

duties snecessfnliv intendcnts have been discliartrincr thoii" 

a. Assistant-Superintendents 
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The Honourable Mr. A. G. McWatters : (a) TJie needs of the public 
service. 

(b) Grade's in the various Scientific Departments do not corres- 
nond exactly and it is not possible to srive a precise answer to the ques¬ 
tion! 

(c) Yes, because the cadre of Assistant Superintendents includes 
provision for a leave reserve. 

(d) The existence of the leave reserve enables a nuiuher of Assistant 
Superintendents to be on leave at anj-- one time vuthout officiating- 
arrangement.s. being neee.ssary. The average number of Assi.staut Sup¬ 
erintendents absent on leave during the last 5 3’eai*s is 3. 

(e) Yes. 

' ■ Employment of Ooriyas in the Government of India Offices. 

554. Pandit Nilakantha Das; (a) AYill the Government be pleased 
to state whether there, are anj- men from Orissa, a Division of the Promnce 
of Bihar and Orissa, serving either as clerks or as officers in the Central 
Government’s offices, recruited through the Public Service Commission ? 
If so. what is their proportion as compai'ed with the men fi'om Bihar, 
the other Divi.sion of the Province, and also with those fi'om the othei- 
Divisious of India ?. If not, what action, if an?', arc Government going 
t'o take to remedy the same ? 

(6) Will tlie Government be pleased to state how many candidates 
from Orissa have applied in the last j'ear as well as in the current %'car 
for service in the Central Government’s offices, not recruited for by tlie 
Public Service Commission ? If so. wiU the Government be pleased to 
state what action has been taken about it ? • 

The Honourable Mr. j. Crerar : (a) None as clerks. Offipers have 
not hitherto general!?' been appointed on the advice of the Public Ser¬ 
vice Commi.s.sion. The .second part of the question does not arise. As 
regard.s the la.st part, candidates from Orissa have eriual opportunities 
with tho.se of other provinces of .securing,the'^e posts and it is not proposed 
to take an?' special action in the matter. 

(b) Tlu’ee. The applications were received in certain subordinate 
offices, clerical appointments to which are made b?' the heads of the offices 
concerned, and Government have no detailed information on the sub- 
.iect. 

Employment of Ooriyas in the Office of the Auditor General. 

555. Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Is it a fact that there is a Tule in 
tiic Auditor General’s office that no one from the Province o-f Bihar and 
Orissa is to be taken into service in that office " If so, will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state the reasons therefor ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state liow man?* men from 
Oi'i'sa are serving at ])resent in the Auditor General’s office and what is 
their proportion to the total number of emplo?'ees in that office from other 
parts of India * If not, what action, if an?', are Government go.ng to 
take to rented?' the same ? 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I would invite the atten¬ 
tion of the Honourable Member to the replies, which will be found in the 
Libraiy of the House, to starred que.stion No. 367 and mistarred question 
No. 373 asked op the 7th and 12th March, 1928, respectively, on tlie .same 
subject. 

Em)ployment~of Ooriyas in the Offices of the Accountant Gener^il, 
Railways, Railway Board, etc. 

656. Pandit Nilakantha Das : 1. Is it a fact that there''is not a .single 
Oriya in any of 'the Central Goveimnient’s offices which are outside 
the scope of the Public Service Commission, vis. :—(a) Accountant 
General, Railways, (&) Railway Board, (c) Director General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, (d) Audit Officer, Indian Stores Dejiartment ? If so. what 
action do Government propose to take to remedy the same ? 

2. Will the Government be pleased to .state what should be a can¬ 
didate’s minimum qualifications, to secure a job in the Depax’tment.s named 
in (1) above ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The information re¬ 
quired by the Honourable IMember is being collected and will be fmmish- 
ed to him in due couree. 

Employment of Ooriyas in the Government of India Offices. 

557. Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) If it is a fact that there is no Oriya- 
in anj’- of the offices of the Central Government, and will Government be 
pleased to state whether this is the case on policy, or whether it i.s for 
any other reason that Oriyas have not so long been employed in the 
services of the Central Government ? 

(&) If it is on policy, will the Government be pleased to state what 
are the grounds for such a policy ? 

(c) If for any other reasons, will the Government be pleased to state 
what they are ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : There is no policy havinu that inreii- 
tion. Oriyas have the same opportunities of securing appointments as 
inhabitants of the other provinces, and the facts suggest either that they 
are not anxious for such employment or that they have so far been unable 
to compete successfully. 

Employment op Ooriyas in the Government of India Offices. 

558. Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state how many vacancies occurred in the various Departments of the 
Geniral Government in the last year as well as in the current yeai* which 
are outside the scope of the Public Service Commission and what were 
their proportions of allotment to the different Provinces of India ” ,, 

'!>) Was the question of appointing Oriyas in the serx’iees of 
the Central Government considered ? Tf not, will the Government by 
pleased to state the reasons therefor ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar ; The Honourable hleniher’s question 
shows some misunderstanding of the position. 'Vacancies are not allotted 
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by provinces, but are given to those candidates, irrespective of their pro¬ 
vince of origin, who appear to be best qualified. The question of appoint¬ 
ing Oriyas as such does not therefore arise. I have not the figures asked 
for, but from what is stated above, the Honourable IMember will see that 
they would serve no useful purpo.se. 


Filling i)p or Vacancies in the Office of the Accountant General, 

Central Revenues. 

559. Pandit Nilakantha Das : With . reference to the unstarrecl 
question No. 375 put by Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, in the Delhi Session 
(1928) of the Assembly, are the Government in a position now to give a 
satisfactory reply to the same ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra • I presume that the 
Honourable Member is referring to the complete reply to Mr. Amar Nath 
Dutt’s unstarred question No,^375 which was sent to him demi-officially 
and copies of which are available in the Library pf the Hotise. I am 
afraid it is not clear to me in what respects that reply was not satisfac¬ 
tory. If the Honourable Member will kindly make his question more 
explicit, -I shall be glad to examine the matter further, if necessary. 

Number and Pay op Gazetted Officers in the Printing and Stationery 

Department, 

560. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing how man3’- gazetted officers were em¬ 
ployed in the Printing and Stationerj’^ Department before the findings of 
the Retrenchment Committee (1922) and how many there are at present, 
and what are their pays including allowances now as compared with that 
in 1914 ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWatters : The luebcape Committee’s 
findings were announced in 1923. A statement will be seal to the 
Honourable Member giving the required information for the end of 1922 
and the present time. 


Increase in the Clerical Establishment of the Central Publication 

Branch, Calcutta. 

561. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Will Government be pleased to 
place on the table a statement of additional men sanctioned temporarily 
for the Calcutta oiBces for increased work since 1926-27 ? Is it a fact that 
the Central Publication Branch, working as a commercial concern from 
April last, has additional work thrown on it, but the question of additional 
staff has not been .settled as yet ? How man?’’ times did the Controller 
inspect the office to find out the actual requirements and for how many daj's, 
and wh3" has no relief, even temporaiw, been given as yet ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0, McWatters : Tlie Honoiiralfie Member 
prosumablj' de.sires to have information regarding the additional clerical 
staff temporarily sanctioned from time to time in the Branches of the 
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Stationery and Printing Departiniml located at 
are as given below : 

(,'alcutta. 

The details 

Governinenl of India Pre.ss, Calcutta 


Ml. 

Central Publication Branch 


G 

Central Stationery Office 

. • 

5.3 

Central Forms Store 


15 


Durinj^ tlie period from iMarch 1927 to Aiifrust 1928 the Controller 
of Printing inspected the Central l^nblieation Braneh 1hric(3 and spent 
19 days on the inspection. As a result of the last inspection, the Control¬ 
ler has submitted n jmoposnl for an increase in the clerical e.stablishiimnt 
of the Centra] l^ublication Branch ; this is under the consideration of 
Goveriinnmt. 

Memorial ofthi: Clerical Staff ofthi: Stationf.ry and Pkintixf. Di:part* 

MENT for Ixcrea,si:d Pay.’;- r 

562. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (r/) Will Government be pleased 
to state what action has been taken on the memorial of the clerical staff of 
tlie Calcutta offiee.s under the Stationery and Printincr Department ‘-ub- 
juitted in February, 1927, for increased pay .’ Js it a fact that the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bengal has lately accepted a grade of Bs. 50—175—000 for the 
clerical grade, almost similar to that ado])ted by the Postal Department " 
(h) Do Government propose to enquire if the Controller is 5.ssuing 
circulars not to send memorials or advance copies to Government ? 

(o) Will Governinent be plea.scd to lay u statement on the table showing 
the number of petitions and memorials withheld by the present Controller, 
and how many he has yet under con.sideration with the dates of their receipt 
in his office ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWaiters ; {a) Tim memt'ri.sl vn<h-v 
the consideration of the Government of India. Tlicy have no information 
with regard to the scale of pay accepted l>y ’he Government of Bemral for 
their clerical staff. 

(6) In accordance witli the instructions of Government the Control¬ 
ler has merely drawn attention to the irregnlai- practice of submitting’ 
memorials direct to Government and not tbrniurh the proper channel 
(c) The information is being collected and will he supplied to the 
Honourable Member in due course. 


Dismissal aicd' Subsequent Ee-instatejient of two Assistants of the 

'x Stationery Office. 


563. Mr. Satyendra L ndra Mitra : (a) Are Government prepared to 
enquire if Mr. Coombs dismi. •^d in witmg two Assistants of the Statiouerr 
Office—one an M.Sc. and a JB.A.-—without obtaining their exulni^- 

tion and drawing up charges ^gmnst them and reinstated them after a 
time ? 


(b) Will Government pleas 
the period they were off duty 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. M, 
being made and the result nil] be 
ber in due course. 


JLU. 


T -1 T • "vQ to eoiK 

rds leave and pension and granted imy 

Watters : (a) and (h). En, 

_ ommunieated to the Honourable MmJ 
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Number of Clerks dismissed by Mr. C^older, while j\Ianager of the 

Central Publicatic>n Branch. 

564. Mv. Satyendra Chandra IMitra : Sow many clerks, did Mr. Colder 
dismiss, and how many died of pthisis due to overwork, during the time Mr. 
Colder w’as Manager, Central Publication Branch ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWatWrs : Government have received 
no intimation of any clerk having died of pthisis on account of overwork. 
They are ascertaining the number of clei'ks dismissed by Mr. Colder and 
will furnish the number to the Honoui’able IMember. 

Memoej^l of Nagendra Nath Ghosh. 

566. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Will Government be pleased to 
state the result of the memorial to Goveruinent of one Nagendra Nath 
Ghosh, a clerk of over 10 years’ service, dismissed for alleged loss of an 
TiTiDifnna\ ide, NJas, iwcfnfi dwret wn 'tn’Avirl wp 'fivtki -crLWi yAyA'i?,, vn ■‘iVit- 

Central Publication Branch ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McWattefs : Tlie memorial was submitted 
more than 6 months after the orders pjissed by the Controller and was 
accordingly withheld by the latter und^r the memorial rules. 


Pay of Mr. J. B. Golder. 

.• 566. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra t Will Government be pleased 
to state when and on what pay Mr. Colder was apjiointed to Govenmient 
service ? v What is he drawing now ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. McV/atters : Mr. J. H. Golder was ap¬ 
pointed to Government' service in March, J923, on a pay of Rs. 550 per men¬ 
sem. He is at present drawing Rs. 900 i>er mensem. 

Discharge of Babu Batta Krishna DuttA, a Clerk in the Central Forms 

Store. 

\ 

567. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra ; Will Government be pleased to 
state how a clerk Babu Batta Krishna Dutta recruited in the Central Forms 
Store in 1925 has been discharged in August 1928 as unlit for Goveruinent 
service for having myopia ? Why was he not .sent for medical examination 
on recruitment, as is usual and as ordered by iMr. Aseoli as Controller ? 

The Honourable Mr. A.,C. McWattcrs : An enquiry is being made and 
the result will he communicated to the Honourable iVlember in due coui>e. 


Temforary Clerks in the Centr.'Il P^^nt^ng and Stationery Ofiuce, 
, Calcutta. 

\ 

568. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra ; (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if there are some clerks recruited in 1925. who, having approved 
.service, are yet on the temporary grade, while others coming afler .them 
have been confirmed in permanent service ? How does the Headquarter.^ 
office of the Controller deal with establishment eases when all the Calcutta 
offices have a common roster with no published gradation list ? 
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(b) Do GoA’ernmont propose lo enquire if certain officers recruited 
as expert accounts clerks have been posted as Head Assistants in administra¬ 
tive posts ? : 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. MeWatters : (a) and (/;). An enquiry 
is being made and the re.sult will be coniniunicated to the iloaonnible 
Member. 


STATEidENT BY Mr. P.RESTDENT RECENT ATIilO.SPllERE OP 
SUSPICION AND DISTRUST IN THE HOUSE. 


Mr. President : The House will at this stage permit me to make the 
statement which 1 promised when we met last. 1 frankly confess that I 
was not prepared for the speeches that 1 heard on Saturday last from the 
Leaders of Parties and they came upon me as an agreeable surprise. I was 
indeed so touched by those speeches that for the moment I found myself 
unable to find words to express mj* thanks. (Applause.) For this human 
weakness in your President I make a humble a]'olog\' to the House. When 
T was hearing tliose speeches I was reminded of the .scene on the 20th 
January 1927 on the occasion of my unanimous rc-elecfion to this Chair. 

I am sincerely grateful to the House, to every section and to every IMember 
thereof, for the generosity and large-heai’tedne.ss in overloking my many 
shortcomings and for once again expressing their unanimous confidenee 
in me. I am conscious of my tveakness and my failings, and I desire to 
assure you that I shall make eveiy endeavour to .iustify to some extent the 
eonfidence you have been pleased to repose iu me. I know that it is veiy^ 
difficult for the President to appear impartial on all occasions and to all 
sections of the House. 1 have often roused feelings of re.sentment of sore¬ 
ness among jMembers whose conduct I sometimes felt it my duty strongly 
to disapprove of and who Avere placed sit times at a disadvantage in caiTying 
out their Party engagements on account of iny rulings. But it is a matter 
of sincere gr.atifieation to me to find that the feeling has been but brief 
and transient, and when those speeches were being delivered on Saturday 
last I Avas Avondering Avithin myself Avhether T had i-eally impressed the 
House generally AAuth a belief in the impartiality of my nrlings and Avith 
a conAuction that my one concern Avas to discharge my duties a.s guardian 
of the House aud that I had not intentionally lent myself to be an instru¬ 
ment in the hands of official or non-offieial Leaders in tliis House. I noAV 
^ come to the statement of the Honourable the Home Llember. His pre- 
^A'ious statement adopting on behalf of the Government an attitude of 
complete detachment in regard to the attacks in the Press and elseAGiere 
on the President of the Assembly liad come as a painful surpi-ise from 
one in his responsible position and Avas the sub.iect of strong comment by 
several Members. But the readinc.ss Avilh Avliich on Saturday last he 
hastened to put matters right must raise the Honourable klember in the 
estimation of every one Avho heard his statement. (Applause.) I (ion- 
gratulate him and also the Government on Avhose behalf that statement 
Avas made. (Applau.se.) 

May I be allowed at this stage to say a word in reference to the atti- 
, tude , of certain official Members which has recently been the subject- 
matter of a good deal of comment ? In the heat of party feeling Avhen 
men’s passions are aroused, I can understand Avords escaping Honourable 
gentlemen, or their doing something Avhich, in their cooler 
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moments, they themselves would regret. I take it that the 
■words of the Honourable Members referred to in the statement 
of the .Leader of the House were not premeditated or de¬ 
liberate. I desire to assure Honourable Membei’s that it has been, 
and ■will, be, my con.stant endeavour in this Chair to allay feelings of party 
bitterness as much as I can and to prevent undue excitement and passion 
in this House. (Applause, j 1 shall saj’’ no more on this occasion, be¬ 
cause it is ni}^ earnest wish to eradicate all personal feeling that has un¬ 
fortunately found its way recently into this Chamber. I will only add 
that I shall alwaj's be content to leave my conduct in the Chair to the 
judgment of this House and of every fair, impartial and honourable man 
outside it. With that end in view, I accept without any reservation the 
unqualified expressirti of regret made by the Leader of the House on be¬ 
half of himself and the officials concerned in the same generous spirit in which 
it has been made (Applause), and I appeal to every Member of this House to' 
forget the incidents which have been responsible for the atmosphere of 
distrust and suspicion calculated to lower the dignity and prestige of 
this House, which must be the primary concern of eveiy Honourable 
Member. In these circumstances and in accordance witlx the general wish 
of the House expressed in no uncertain tei-ms on Saturday last, I pro¬ 
pose to say nothing more. 

This statement thus disposes of that part of the case in which I pro¬ 
mised to make an enquiry and give my conclusions, leaving the other part 
regarding the conduct of the two press correspondents untouched. 

I once again thank the Honoui-able Members for Iheir confidence in 
pie. (Applause.) 


THE PUBLIC SAFETY (REMOVAL FROM INDIA) BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : Mr. President, I 
move....7. -'i ■ 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya (Madras : Indian Commerce) : On a point 
of order. Sir. I rise to a point of order and to lodge a protest against the 
procedure of the House in certain matters recently. I object to the motion 
that the Honourable tlie Home Member is going to make. The Leader 
of the House is going to move that the Bill to provide for the removal from 
British India in certain cases of persons not being Indian British subjects 
or .subjects of States in India, as reported by the Select Committee, be 
taken into consideration. I beg to submit that the motion cannot be taken 
up under Standing Order 44, if any Member' of the Assembly objects 
to its being so taken up, if a copy of the Report has not been made avail¬ 
able to Members for seven days, and such objection shall prevail, unless 
I note, the President in exercise of his powers suspends the Standing 
Oi'dey and allows the Report to be taken into consideration. As such I 
would rai.se tlie point that the House can take up the Bill at tlie earliest 
on the 28tli instant only ; and if you will kindly, pennit me, Sir, I have to 
protest against certain action of a certain part of the House in depriving 
Members who represent special constituencies. 

Mr. President : Order, order. This is not the occasion' to raise tliat 
question. The Honourable Member has taken objection to tlie Home Mem¬ 
ber moving this particular motion and he must confine himself to it " 
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The Honourable Mr, J. Crerar : IMr. President, 1 i)roposcd to'Jmove 
this motion, because J was under the hniu’ession that, in view ol' the fact 
that the Report of the Select Committee was laid on the table oiv.'T^fursday 
and that Honoui’ablc IMembers have since had ample opportunity*’6f study¬ 
ing the document, which, though iiujmrtant is brief and concise, it would 
meet the general wish of the Uouse if the debate should proceed to-day. 
I tj'ust that m.v imprc.s,sion on that point was correct, and in view of it 
I would ask you, Sir, to suspend tlie Standing Order. 

Mr. President : Which Standing Order ’/ 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : 4-1 (1) {u). 

Mr. President : Order, order. 1 do not- know if there is a large sec¬ 
tion of the House in support of the objection raise*?! by the Honourable 
Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya. 1 .should like those who arc in favour of his 
objection to rise in their seats. (Two or three Honourable Members rose 
in their places). I am afraid I must .suspend the Standing Orders ami 
allow the Honourable j\Iember to make the motion. (A])plau.se}. 

Mr. T. Prakasam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistiia : 
Non-Mnliammadan Rural) : Slay I say a word with regard to the rulins 
that you have just now given •? If the Standing Order says that on the 
objection of any one i\lember the point of order .should ])revail, I mu‘'t 
point out to you. Sir, that your ruling is not correct. 

Mr. President : The Standing Order also provides tliat tlie Glinir has 
the discretion to susi)end or not to suspend the Standing Ordci-s. In view 
of tlj^e fact that only two or three IMomljers are in support of the objectifiu 
raiseil. I exercise my discretion in favour of the majority. 

T> Nath. Dutt (Burdwnn Division ; Xon-Muluunmadait 

Ixural) ; On a point o£ information, Sir, if jMenibers siiiiplv desire tha*' 
the Standing Order should be .suspended without giviim aiiv ndeouate 
reasons, can it be suspended ? - . j 


Mr. President : Is not that questioning the ruling of the Chair f 

_ Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; No, Sir. (Laughter). I desire to h-iv,- 
information for our future guidance. 


the 


Mr. President : Order, order. 

fI move that the Bill to 
m certain ease.s of per.sons not 
P or subjects of States in India, as reported 

by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

first motion in I’espeet of tlii.s measure I eiidea- 

ZTf ^"iZi House tie ch-eumstal^^^^^^ 

eiits and the developments wlucli had resulted, as the Govermneiit of 

ndia came to the coneliision, in a state of aft'aiW lifeli required theb- 

attention and the attention of the Legislature. I indicated the 

.sai? to deal'with Government of India considered neees- 

bodid in tL i" principle of which is em- 

uuuieu in xiie JrJiii. Bji- their vote on the 15th inci-a-ni +i..^ rr i 

accepted the justification for, and approved of tlip iSvi-^m' u 

It is therefore not my present purpL to riti^vPiS™ ^ 

already been so exhamstively explored, nor shall I set on+ '^ucii has 
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purpose will be to explain the changes which have taken place in the Bill 
on its return from the Select Committee. It will he manifest to the House 
that th^.Seleet Committee have subjected the Bill to a very strict and severe 
scrutiny.’ Though the essential principle of the Bill, as approved by the 
House, remains, some very important provisions for safeguarding its 
operation have been inserted by the Select Committee. I submit that these 
go very far towards meeting such of the objections originally advanced 
against the Bill as were not fundamentally inconsistent with its essential 
purpose, and which would not tend either to weaken seriously or to des¬ 
troy its efficacy with regard to the object in view. The operation of the 
Bill, in consequence, undoubtedly becomes more restricted and compli¬ 
cated, but I am 2n'epared to acquiesce in these consequences if the House 
will recognise the great importance of the changes made, and will accept 
'the Bill in its revised form. 

Honourable Members will see that the more important of the altera¬ 
tions made are as follows. The category of persons, in the first instance, 
who are exempted entirely from the operations of the Bill, has been very 
materially extended. In the Bill as originally introduced in the House, 
the intention was to exclude Indian British subjects and subjects of any 
State in India. That was'inherent in the very principle of the Bill, because 
it was apparent that it would be an impossible proposition that in a 
measure of this kind we should endeavour to persuade this Legislature to 
adopt the principle that the Executive Government should be empowered 
to expel Indians from India. That was ob\dously an impossible imopo- 
sitiou, and the Bill as originally drawn was directed to make that ^per¬ 
fectly clear. But in the course of discussion, both in this House afi'd in 
the Select Committee, it appeared desirable to extend the exemption in 
certain material directions. The case which first came to notice was based 
on the suggestion of an Honourable Member who spoke on behalf of the 
Eui’opean Group. It was represented that European British subjects, 
who have been for a considerable time regularl}’- resident in India, ought 
not in any circumstances to come within the purview of this Bill, and that 
objection found an echo in the speech of some Honourable Members 
opposite. These suggestions received their due weight in the considera¬ 
tion of the Bill by the Select Committee, who have gone even further -than 
the particular objections I have I’efeiwed to would extend. For any 
British subject who has acquired a domicile or a definite stake in the 
country, or who has been for a period of five years continuously resident 
in India, Subject to certain explanations, the Bill now provides rotal 
exclusion the new category would include, for example, a non-Indian 
Asiatic subject of His Majesty who had so acquired a domicile or stake 
or interest in India of a durable character. The House will admit that 
that is a very important modification of the Bill and meets the objections 
which-have been taken in several parts of the House. 

Then we come to clause 2 of the Bill which prescribes the nature of 
the activities against which the Bill is directed. These, Honourable Mem¬ 
bers will observe, have been very considerably restricted. In the original 
Bill in sub-clause (a) of clause 2 there appear the words “ or the promo¬ 
tion of enmity or hatred between different classes of His Majesty’s sub¬ 
jects.” The Select Committee in their Ecport made the following observa¬ 
tions on that clause : 

“ In clause (a) of tlic definition of a person to whom the Act applies, we propose 
the omission of the words ‘ or the promotion of enmity or hatred between different 
" 1.152LA ^ 
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classes of His Majesty’s subjects’ and the insertion of the word ‘ unlawful ’ before the 
■words ' destruction ot property.’ As regards the first of these amendments, although 
we realise that it is an essential feature of Communist propaganda to set class against 
class, we consider that a person preaching that doctrine would almost inevitably bring 
himself under some other provision of this clause whilst the retention of the words imght 
result in action being 'taken against persons other than those against whom the Bill is 
primal ily direoteci. ” 

I am myself of opinion that this passage in the clause might' be 
extremely valuable in circumstances which might very probably arise, but 
I was prepared to defer to the views expressed by the members of the 
Select Committee, and I therefore agreed to the excision of that phrase. 
Similarly, in clause (&), the Select Committee criticise the words “ the 
authority of law ” as being words of a somewhat vague eha,racter and 
possibly difficult, in certain circumstances, of sufficiently precise interpre¬ 
tation. At any rate the members of the Select Committee considerfed 
that the essential purpose of the Bill could be retained and that no serious 
detriment would be sustained by the omission of those words. In that 
view, also, I was prepared to concur. Lastly, so far as this clause is con¬ 
cerned, the Select Committee consider that the words “ or is associated 
with ”, after the words “ is a member of ” might possiblj’' be difficult to 
interpret, and might give a wider extension to the clause than 'was con¬ 
sistent "unth its definite and precisb application. On that point also, after, 
some careful examination—not, I admit, wfithout some misgivings—I was 
prepared to agree, and the Bill now stands with those words omitted. 

However, the most important change in the Bill made by the Select 
Committee was that w'hich is embodied in clause 7 which promdes for 
an appeal to a Bench of three Judges against the removal order. I think 
the House will generally agree that that is a very important new feature 
Of the Bill, and tha’t! in agreeing to it Government shows a very sincere 
desire to meet the objections to the Bill which were based on the ground 
that it gave too untrammelled a discretion to the Executive Government. 
Any person against Avhom a removal order has been made is t'o be given an 
opportunity to show cause why the order should not be made. He will be 
allowed to show cause before a Bench of three Judges, and what is of very 
great importance is this, that in the event of the three Judges reporting 
against the removal, the Executive Government will not be permitted to 
make that order. That, I venture to say, is a very important and a very 
substantial safeguard. The same clause provides that the Judges dealing 
with this matter shall be required to keep confidential the information com¬ 
municated to them by the Executive Government. Now, Sir, I must frankly 
express to the House that I regard that provision as absolutely necessary. 
It must be evident that in many such cases, the information on which the 
Government proceed must be drawn from very secret sources which could 
not be divulged without very grave detriment to the public interest. . That 
really is in the nature of the case, and I must emphasise once mhre that 
the action contemplated by the Bill is essentially an executive" action. 
Though we have gone as far as we can in providing safeguards to ensure 
that the power conferred upon the Government by the Bill iiow 
stands shall not be improperly or arbitrarily exercised, nevertheless the 
essential facts of the situation remain. I make no attempt to disguise 
that, position. It is in the very nature of the powers which the Bill 
confers on the Executive Government that the public interest must in 
that respect he protected. It has been suggested that 'the ti’ibunal 
before wdiom the person affected should be allow'ed to appear, should 
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of Judges of the High Courts. Let me explain quite candidly 
why I consider such an expedient to be undesirable. The High Courts 
are the highest judicial tribunals in the land. I think that Honourable 

- Members wiU admit that it is of the utmost importance that their com¬ 
plete impartiality, their complete detachment, in all matters which may 
have a political complexion should be rigorously and sedulously pre¬ 
served. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Jamnadas M.. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
"What about other Judges ? 

The Honourable Wh:. J. Crerar : The High Courts have a very special 
position. We have therefore gone as far as we possibly can in providing 
this safeguard that any person against whom action is proposed to be taken 
.under the Bill shall have ample opportunity either in person or by pleader 
to show cause against the order being made against him. 

,Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cimi Ohamparan ; Non-Muham¬ 
madan) : Without knowing 'the allegations against him ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Further provision has been made to 
ensure that any person who claims to be an excepted person shall be per¬ 
mitted to appear on that point before the High Court, and, in the event 
of the High Court finding his claim to be a true one, no further action can 
• of course be taken against him. 

; Lastly, provision has been made for the limitation of'the Bill to a term 
of five j^ears. I am not myself satisfied that such a provision is desirable 
or expedient. I cannot contemplate that the dangei’s against wliich the 
■Bill is intended to safeguard the countrj- are likely to be at an end in the 
period of five years., Nevertheless the period of five years is a substantial 
period, and, I hope that either we shall have .made progress in the efforts ' 
which Government propose to take and which we invite the House to assist 
them in taking against the dangers which I have indicated, either that wiU 
he'so, or,if it is not so, tlien I trust that the Legislature will he prepared to 
revive in this or in some similar form the powers which this Bill proposes to 
confer.' Those, Sir, are the principal features of the changes made by the 
Select Committee, in the Bill. I venture to repeat once moi'e that Honour¬ 
able Members wlio are prepared to regard the Bill as it has emerged in a 
strictly impartial spirit, having due regard to^ the grounds which induced 
the majority of this House to send the Bill to the Select Committee, will 
agree that the measure is now one which the House ought to pass. 

In conclusion. Sir, I wish to say that, when I last addressed this House, 
on this measure, I asked Honourable Members to recognise that though 
the primary responsibility rests directly and immediately on Government, 
they are entitled to require, in a position like the present, the active support 
and||ssistauce of every element and interest in the country, not onlj' from 
the of view oi self-interest, but also from the point of view of*puhlic 
duty. ■'vThe obligations and the responsibilities of a Legislature far trans¬ 
cend those of private citizens. I submit that Government are entitled to 
look.to this House in this matter not only for legislative sanction, hut also 
for moral support. The majority of the Hou.se has already recorded its 
conclusion that there is a good justification for this Bill and that its princi¬ 
ple should be accepted. More than that, the speeches of more than one 
Honourable Jfember opposite indicated, and indeed expressed, an opinion 
in favpur of its justificcation, though they demurred on grounds wliich I 
would tp’ge are of subsidiary importance in relation to this vital and central 
fact, ^ith the assistance, and indeed I may sav on the insistence of the 

- LiseJSA ■ " 
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Select Committee I have endeavoured to meet tlie critici.sms and objections 
v/hich are not destructive, and I think Honourable Srembers will admit that 
■sve have gone very far in that direction. I now appeal to the House to 
take a broad view of the ease, a view not merely critical and negative, but a 
view which is prepared to face the actual facts of the case and its conse¬ 
quent necessities, a view which is prepai’cd to unite the^ in a practical and 
constructive solution. I have done my best, however inadequately, to dis¬ 
charge my duty in the matter, and I iTOw ask the House fo discharge 
theirs by voting for this motion. (Applause.) 

Mr. President: Motion moved : 

■» 

“ That the Bill to provide for the rcniov.al from British India in certain cases of 
persons not being Indian British sub.iccts or subjeets of States in India .as reported 
by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration.” 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : Sir, I rise to a point of order : Standing 
Order 44 (1) states : 

” After the presentation of the final report of a select committee on a Bill, the 
member in charge may move....” 

I need not read the first part, but the .second part to which I wi.sh to draw 
the attention of the House says : 

” If the member in charge moves fliat the Bill be taken into consideration, any 
member may move as an amendment that the Bill be re-committed, or re-circiilatcd for 
the purpose of obtaining further opinion thereon.” 

Therefore, I say, that the Bill should he re-circulated and should not be 
taken up for consideration. 


Mr. President ; This is not a point of order. No member has ques¬ 
tioned the right of any Member of this House to move a motion which he 
can make according to the Standing Orders. 

.... Huraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor: 

Non-Mnhammadan Rural) ; Sir, I rise to opjiose the motion made by the 
Honourable the Home Member. There was a time, Sir, and that was 
when the Bill was fir.st published, Avhen I had a great desire to support 
the Bill as it originally stood. Sir, if I desired to support the Bill it was 
not in appreciation of the magnificent piunciples involved in it but for 
iny own purposes, which vdll certainly not be palatable to the propounders 
of this Bill. Sir, at first I could not trust my own eves when I found 
Jhat a repressive measure like this would. exclude from its operation 
Indian subjects.^. If ever repressive legislation is ’ conceived' by this 
Orovernment ttieir first aim, I know, would be against Indian subjects and 
uni surprise tliat I over and over again read 

^ whether it was after all the printer’s devil or the Secretariat 
fbJi responsible for this. Now after seeing that, I made certain 

and TU rincautious moment conceive a Bill o.f this kind, 

iinnvLln wi House should take advantage of the 

mpiudenee and the imwisdom of the Government. For over a eenturT 

Madras, under which some^of ot^ManT^ll' the Regulatioif of 
sacrificed their lives for the cc.mitrv patriots who have 

eaaW be deported witbLt 
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be on the Statute-book of our country, I thought no more propaganda 
■was necessary outside the country than the propaganda of the deportees 
■under this Bill. Sir, for six years Lokmanj’a Tilak sulfel-ed incarceration 
and 3 ''et ■we did not see any agitation anj’-where. Barely for six months, 
perhaps even less, Dr. Besant and Mr. Arundel were interned. In¬ 
terned ■'vhere ? Interned in Ootaeamund and Coimbatore. And yet, 
Sir, the agitation was so much, the imiiression created outside as to the 
form of administration in this countiw was so great, that within six 
months they were released from their internment. I therefore thought 
if onlj" the Government were to- choose subjects like Dr. Besant, Mr. 
Horniman or Mr. Andrews, any of these sympathisers of our country for 
deportation, then the salvation of the Bengal Kegulation is ready to hand. 
But these are not to be interned here or imprisoned here. The Aviser 
policy adopted by the GoA’ernment was to set them at large outside the ^ 
Boml3ay port to go AvhereA^er thej’^ please and make propaganda as to 
.the form of administration that the GoA'ernment in this country is carry¬ 
ing ,on. Here, therefore, I thought Avas a god-seUd. But after all these 
feelings prompted as they are by the brute in man do not la.st long. The 
higher instincts preAmil and when once Ave see that some one, Avhether it 
is a European or an Indian, is to be deported Avithoiit trial, to be con¬ 
demned without any enquiry, then our souls revolt against a measure of 
this land. And if it is intended to keep this as a legacy for us Avhen 
Swaraj is attained, let me assure you that Ave will tear it up the moment 
we obtain SAA’araj and not retain it for a century as you have retained 

these Regulations of Bengal, Bombay and Madras. 

«> 

Sir, on the last occasion I noticed one principal feature in the speeches 
both of the Honourable the Home Member and of other speakers Avho 
folloAved him. I found, Sir, leaving alone the matters explained in the 
Statement of Objects, and Reason.s, leaAing alone the proA'isions made in 
the Bill, the Honourable the Home IMember .thought fit to address the 
House upon the probability, upon the probable danger to our religion 
and culture if the Communists wei’e to be alloAA-ed to go at large in this 
country. That I thought. Sir, Avas a tactical moA’-e Avhich the Honourable 
the Home Member AA'as making bj^ appealing to some weak points at least 
in some of us. Personally I confess it is a Aveak point with me, and if 
.only the Communists Avere to come into this, country and try to destroy 
my religion and culture I would care for it much more than I Avould 
care for the OA'erthroAA’ of this GoA-eriiment. Therefoi’e I thought the 
Honourable the Home IMember adopted the policy of addressing us as 
though he Avere addressing a mass meeting, appealing to the Hindus on 
this side and the Muhammadans on that side, i-epeating the dangers of 
a Communist invasion of this country. And he Avas followed by the 
Honourable Sir Denys Bray, who I am sorry to see is still unable to be 
here. In his OAAm characteristic, solemn, arresting and seduetiA'e speech 
he emphasised also the same point much more than any other point in¬ 
voked in the propaganda of the Communists. He incidentally and 
pareiitheticalb' paid a high compliment to our ancient religion and 
culture. I thought therefore that that Avas a great point for me to con¬ 
sider and I stood up. Sir, nearl 3 ’ a dozen times or more during those three 
d»A’s of discussion, but I could not catcJi j'our eye. I got up and sat down 
nearl.v twelve times or more. It put me in mind of my classroom Avdien I 
had forgotten to prepare my lesson. Then I thought I would take the 
only chance of asking the Honourable the Home Member bj' veay of a 
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question what Avas most prominent in my mind. When I put that sliarp 
question to him the Home Member treated it with such lightheartedness 
that it looked as if he was not addressing you, Sir, but the gallery. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No, Sir. 

Mr. 0. DuraisAvamy Aiyanger : At any rate, if he Avas .serious in his 
answer, he made no attempt in Select Committee to include religious 
disturbances by the Communists as also a grave danger to the country. I 
have not seen any mention of it here, nor did it appear from the 
Honourable the Home Member’s opening speech to-day that it Avas con¬ 
sidered and rejected by the Committee. 


Now, Sir, coming to the Bill as reported by the Select Committee, 
I should think that it is much Avorse than the Bill as it originally stood. 
I say, Sir, that it is much worse than the Bill as it originally stood. As 
the Bill originally stood in its naked barbarity, these deportees Avould go 
out without a trial, without any enquiry, Avithout an3’-thing AA'hatever. But 
what is it that my Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Hour did to oblige 
this Government ? He drew a veil over the AA'hole thing, so that Avhen 
these men are deported, a story Avill accompany them that they AVere given 
a fair trial. I shall presently shoAV what that fair ’trial is. The Honour¬ 
able the Home Member has addressed this House on several of the 
redeeming features, seA'eral of the amendments to AA'hieh he consented Avhen 
the Bill was in the Select Committee. Even in the case of an ordinary 
Bill, Sir, we used to have at least 15 or 20 members on the Select Committee, 
but this Select Committee consisted of barely seA'en members, of whom 
my Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Gour Avill perhaps take tlie greatest 
credit for having brought about these amendments. Sir, the first provision 
to which prominence is given is that in the definition of the persons Avho 
will come under this Bill. He created a class of persons called ‘ ‘ excepted 
persons as we caU “ excepted temples ” in the Hindu Religious 
EndoAvments Act of Madras. Now who- are they ? Persons Avho have 
come here and have been domiciled for five years. I ask, Avhat does it 
matter Avhether they are domiciled for four, or five or ten years ? If they 
have become Communists, why should you not deport them also ? I 
ea y fail to see the point in having made a provision that persons who 
have come here as birds of passage should be exempted because they have 

I therefore thinlr that that has 
not improved the Bill absolutelj- in any manner. 

tion ^^^P^^tant points that is urged in the recommenda- 

Judaes will Committee is that three District Judges or Sessions 

whenever a deportee prefers an 
SrdisnLS,L® the Governor General. Now, Avithout meaning 

their dutTverThnW^^^^ 

not affect the 'rovprnTn^’+*^^T^^^/^^^ impartiallj' in matters which do. 
haviS ?Bench efficacy in your 

pemfnLfSi fonrrT,? f at least one 

rrfer^ee to aSe^faforaLanlr'^ 
occasion. At pae'e 397 of VoInToo quoted it on a former, 

of Bengal stated why preferLcTis Governor, ‘ 

j 1 «xerence is given to the District or Sessions Judge . 
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and the High Courts are not approached in matters like these. His 
Excellency then stated : 

“We cannot nse the High Court except in its judicial capacity. The service of 
unwillingness to consult them but their unwillingness to serve in tliis capacity which 
service which cannot be performed by the Judges of the High Court. It is not our 
unwillingness to consult them but their unwiUingneas to serve in this capacity which 
piecludes us from resorting to the Judges of the High Court. ” 

Therefore, Sir, the matter is very clear. You do not want it to be any- 
, thing more than an executive act on the part of three Sessions Judges, 
though smu call it an appeal. If it is the object of the propounders of 
this Bill that the Sessions Judges should serve not as Judges hut' only 
as ministers of the Grown in an executive capacity, then what is the 
meaning of all this boast that you have now given a chance of appeal ? 
Yet, Sir, ndtli this my Honourable friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, is 
satisfied. 


Next, Sir, what is their function when they are sitting as a Bench f 
They have to sit at such time and at such places and adopt such procedure 
as His Excellency the Governor General may direct in each ease. Should 
not a Bench of Judges sitting he guided by the general principles of law 
and procedure ? Should they not he guided by the procedure which is 
usuaUy adopted in the Criminal Procedure Code in the matter of making 
inquiries ? Why should the Governor General from time to time in each 
ease prescribe the procedure which the Bench should adopt ? And yet, 
Sir, to this also my Honourable friend. Sir Hari Singh Gour, is a 
party. 


Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : He will agree to anything. 

1V&. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : Moreover, Sir, the Benches will be- 
supplied with confidential papers and those papers should not be avail¬ 
able to the person who prefers the appeal, the person aggrieved. Is that 
not treating the deportee worse than a criminal under section 162 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code is treated ? Under 'l^hat section the police 
mvestiption can be made available to the accused if he demands it. 
Here these crafidential papers are not available to them and my Honour¬ 
able tnend, Dr. Gour, rising from his position as a lawyer to that of an 
administrator perhaps, has consented to a provision being made that 
these papers shall not be available to the person preferring the appeal. 
Acw. Sn, TYnat is this confidential paper ■which these Benches will receive 
and which the accused person cannot even look at ? Supposino' a police- 
man, a constable, reports that three days or two days before his report he 
saw a Communist directly descending from Russia into’the MaU Bazar 
here and speaking to half a dozen people there and asking them to take 
violent action to overthrow this Government. That police constable’s 
^ort IS the confidential paper on which tlie Sessions Judges have to act 
mat else can the Sessions Judges do under those circumstances than to 
saj If this lepoit is true, the accused must he deported ” ? Who is 
to see-whether the report is true or not ? There is absolutely no chance 
of this Bench even using the ordinary procedure by which the truth 
of It the veracity of it, can be tested. Yet, Sir, Sir Hari Singh Lur wiSi 
hw long experience as a lawyer has given his consent 'to it, I am not 

a-e this, iir, i. is 
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have been investing lots o£ money over his criminal law. At eveiy cycle 
of three or four years he has been attracting money ^rom,every legal 
•nm^Htioner and we are quoting his authority, and this is the authorita¬ 
tive position he holds to-daj^ in the framing of this Bill. 

Now Sir, I am convinced wirhoul going into further details of this 
amended’Bill,’ that it is not a Bill upon which the Honourable the Hoflie 
Member can congratulate himself or invite Jlembei’s of this House to co¬ 
operate with him in making it a Sf.'itute. 

Then, Sir, on general principles. Wliat is the justification for a 
measure of this kind at a time when the country is peaceful ? It is not 
in a state of rebellion ; it is not in a state of war. The truth is that 
unfortunately this Government liave been running amok. Tliis Govern¬ 
ment have always had a nightmare .sitting over them, that the Govern¬ 
ment can be overthrown at any time. If a single action of a single man 
with a single stick can overtlu-ow this Government, may God help us in 
getting rid of this Government at once. Is it to be such a timid Govern¬ 
ment as this ? I, Sir, will at onet; say that a tyrannical but courageous 
Government is much better than a timid and benevolent Government. I 
say, Sir, that this is not a measure wliieli they should introduce at a time 
w'hen the country is peaceful and quiet, when the ordinary^ courts are 
open, and when the ordinary procedure can be adopted. Kow', Sir, in 
this connection witli your permission I .should like to read to the -House 
a short passage from the judgment in the famous ex-parte, Milligan 
case in the United States. Sir, I quote only a short pa-ssage from the 
judgment of Justice Davis : 


“ No graver question was ever coiisitlcrc'l by tins Court nor one which more nearly 
concerns the rights of the whole people; for it is the birthright of every Ainencan 
citizen •when chaiged ■\.ritii crime to bo tii-'d and punished according to law. 

In all criminal piosocutions the accused shall enjoy the right to a Bpeedy and pub¬ 
lic trial by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein tlic erime slmll have been 
committed and to bo informed of the nature and c.'iuse of the accusation ; to bo con¬ 
fronted with the witnesses agalii.st him ; to have .compulsory process for obtaining wit¬ 
nesses in his favour and to have the assistance of counsel for his defence. 


No doctrine, involving more pornieious consequences was ever ’m'ented b} the wU 
of man than that any of its provisions can be suspended during any ot tue gieai 
exigencies of Goverament. Such a doctiino leads directlv to anarciiy or despotism, our 
the theory of necessity on which it is based is false ; for the go'-emmeut, witmn tue 
constitution, has all the powers granted to it whicli are necessary to preserve its exisic . 

If, in foreign invasion or civil war, the courts are actually closed, and it ^ 
possible to administer criminal justice according to law, tben, on the x 

imlitary operations, where war really prevails, there is a necessity' to furnish a 
or the civil authority thus overthrown, to preserve the safety of the 
society.. .Martial rule can never exist where the courts are open and in ^ J!. 

exercise of their jurisdiction. It is also confined to the loc ty 
of tne actual war.” 


Now, I ask the Government Benches to sav in what state of rehellion are 
we ! Gommunists have .come across to this country m or er 

to spread their propaganda ? For my part, Sir, I have never so far 

nor did I really understand tile Comimnust 
the^S. V" well as,when it was explained to ns by the. Honourable 
the Sms Only then I came to know what were 

the eal“ Pi^opaganda. Now, Sir, I ask, is it real^ 

ge number of Communists have come to this country 
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and to deport whom this Bill is brought in with all its emergency, with 
all its plea of urgency ? I -must ask the Honoui’able the Home hlemher 
that question now. With a view to ascertain the hona fidcs of the 
Government in this matter, I sent a few short notice questions to the 
Honourable the Home hlember seven days ago. I never asked him to 
disclose any details. I never asked him to disclose any- confidential 
matter. I never even wanted to know the name or names of the Com- 
mnnists who in their view deserve to be deported. Sir, my questions 
were : 

“ (a) Will the ■Government he pleased to state how m.any Bolshevists or Communists 
(non-Indian.) are to the best of their knowledge carrying on their propaganda in tliis 
country ? 

(6) Will the Government be pleased to state what control they have been exercising 
over such activities; pending the passage of the Public Safety Bill into a Statute ? 

(o) Will the Government be pleased to state what violent speeches or writings have 
been discovered in wliich wolence has been advocated by the non-Indian Communists 
for the overthrow of the Government ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state when they discovered that one of the 
main objects of the Communists is to destroy ancient religions and culture i 

(e) Will the Goreminent be pleased to state the number of persons they have in 
view for depoi-tatiou the moment the Public Safety BlU is passed into law ? ” 

Sir, these are questions which ought to be answered at a moment’s 
notice h 3 '^ the Honourable the Home Member who is for the time thinlcing 
of these Communists, who in fact must have brought these Communists 
in his own Chamber if bj^ that their activities could be stopped, and yet, 
Sir, he expresses his inability-' to answer these questions at short notice, 
and I got this reply from 'his office : 

'“I am directed to forward the enclosed copy of your question and to state that 
the Honourable the Home Member is not prepared to accept short notice of the question. 

I am to add, houever, that the question is in time for the meeting of the 27th and 
wiU be set down for reply on that date if there be any meeting on that date.-” 

Now, Sii’, I ask him once again,—at anj' rate, after I put him these 
questions he must liave come, prepared to answer them to-daj'. I ask 
him now. Sir, how mahy Comraunists’ are there in this cbuntiy or is it a 
fact that there is not one in their contemplation at present ? Now, the 
difficulty of answering this question, I know, will lead him to another 
difficulty. Supposing' he' admits that there are some 'Communists—one, 
two, three or four—mj' next question is, what steps' have Government 
taken in order to place their propaganda under control, under arrest, 
until this Bill is passed into a Statute. The other day the Honourable 
Sir Bhupendra Nath DEtra took up an analogj’- which he did not use 
properly. I use it now. Sir. Siqiirosing this House is on fire, and sup¬ 
posing there are 300 tubs of water here and the Honourable the Home 
Member sends for a fire engine from Chota Simla. 'Will he sit quiet 
until the fire engine arrives or will he go on Suppressing the fire 
bj' the tubs of water a^'ailable here ? Tf the latter be the course which 
he would adopt, I ask jTii, what steps have you taken to arrest, to control 
the propaganda of these Communists until this Bill becomes a Statute ? 
If he does not answer this question, Sir, I can positively"- sa.y that there 
is not a single Communist to he deported imraediateljL In fact, the title 
of the Bill is very modest. The title Anti-Bolshevist Bill is given more 
.by newspaper posters for advertising purposes rather than by Govern¬ 
ment. (Government e%udently have some other persons in vie-^ and not 
Communists or Bolshevists in bringing forward this measure. Some 
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Honourable Members on that side of the House observed the other day— 
“ Oh, what does it matter ; if 'there are no Communists, it is all'-well and 
good ; but if there arc, then this Bill will be useful. Why not allow this 
Bill to go into the Statute-book ? I ask, Sir, are wc here a.ssembled 
as legislators to pass any la-vv for the time being whether or not there is 
any necessity for it ? Are we not, as responsible men, to see the emer¬ 
gency of the occasion before making Ians ? Supposing the Government 
brings forward a Bill to-moiu’ow saving whoever attempts to'overthrow 
this Government by removing its strongest barrier and attempts to level 
the Himalayas to the ground shall be punished witli imprisonment for 
seven years. Now, are we to pass sueh a measure when we know that 
it is an impossible ta.sk ? Though there is absolutel}’’ no meaning what¬ 
ever in such a statement, arc we to give our .support to such a measure ? 
I ask, Sir, is there any apprehension of the Communists gaining ground 
in this country ? If there is any, if there are any Communists who are 
carrying on their nefarious propaganda, then I am prepared to vote with 
the Honourable the Home iMember. He does not answer my que.stions ; 
he cannot give the number of the Communists in this country, not to 
mention the names or details of those persons. Therefore, Sir, it is quite 
clear that the Government have not convinced tliis House of the necessity 
of a measure like this being passed in such undue haste, nor have the 
Government shown any urgency for the measure. The Government have 
not also accepted the motion for circulation of the Bill for eliciting public,., 
opinion thereon. It was asked what purpose would it serve by sending 
up the Bill for circulation ? Certainly it will serve a very useful purpose. 
If the public are apprised of the contents of this Bill, the first thing they 
will state is that they are surprised that there should be a Bill like this, 
because nobody has so far come across a Communist. 

Now, Sir, ever since this bogey of Communism or Bolshevism has been 
set afloat, every possible strike, every violence in the strike, is attributed 
to it. So far as I am personally aware,—I have been watching the railway 
strikes on the South Indian Railway and I have myself condemned the 
violent actions taken by the railway employees, and I have even con¬ 
demned the action of some of the leaders in not regulating the strike 
into the path of non-violence—I have never even heard whispers that these 
strikes had anything to do with Communism or Bolshevism. All these 
strikes are hunger strikes. They are not due to Communist or Swarajist 
influences ; but they are all hunger strikes. Therefore, I have no hesi¬ 
tation in sajdng that this Bill is absolutely unnecessary. And what is it 
that the Government do ? It is a strange coincidence. Every time a 
repressive measure is brought here, it is preceded by a letter from Mr. 
M. N. Roy. He.seems to be a reservoir for them to draw upon every 
time they wish to bring a measure of this kind. When the Bengal Ordi¬ 
nance was passed, the same story was afloat ; there was a letter from 
Mr. M. N. Roy., This Bill is brought here, and there is the same story. 
Mr. M. N. Roy, who wanted to eonceal the authorship, typed the letter 
and in order that there might be a possibility of finding out the.author made 
one or two interlineations here and there, and probably also he sent his 
admitted signatures in order that the letter might be sent to a hand¬ 
writing expert ! What about the mentality of a man who wanted to 
conceal his authorship, putting in one or two interlineations ,• he might 
as well have retyped the whole thing which is not a matter of ditfieulty. 
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Sir, I do not want to go into all these details. As I have said, on a former 
occasion, at the time of the Bengal Ordinance the same story was set 
afloat and mj^ Honourable friend, Colonel Crawford, made the best of 
that story on that occasion. Then my reply was : 

“ Then he says that there is Bolshevik influence here and mentioned the name of 
Manabendra Nath Boy. About this I only -wish to point out that in the memorial mb- 
mitted by two State prisoners, a portion of which was already read out to the House 
by my Honourable friend, Pandit Motilal Nehru, it is stated tlius : 

‘ tVe are not jet certain if this Manabendra Nath Roj’ is not the man from the 
moon and w-e have even less knowledge about his Indian agents. We liave 
always differed from the views appearing in the press of this so-eaOed 
Bolshevik. As for letters and papers supposed to be coming from this 
man, if there is really a man of that description and if the whole thing 
is not the creation of some interested party as in the case of more seiious 
things related hereafter in eouise of this statement, then we can say so 
much that this man has not spared a single address he has come across, 
not even the English Premier’s excepted and no one can be responsible 
for coming into contact with an accidental addressee of such a corres- 
•pondent 


Now, Sir, it is nothing more than this. The Government Benches are 
seized with a mania that the overthrow of Government is always contem¬ 
plated in every nook and corner of this country. I wish to tell my 
Honourable friend that this soil is not so fertile for Co^mmunist movements 
as he imagines. Eight years ago we heard of this Communist movement. 
During these years we have not heard of its growth—not a root, not the 
trunk, not a branch is traced. Once again we have got the same seed 
attempted to be sown here by Mr. M. N. Roy : I submit that Government 
are unhappily running amok. How many repressive measures have they 
been thinking of forging from day to day 1 The Bengal Ordinance, the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, the Public Safety Bill, amendment of 
section 505 of the Indian f’enal Code—day after day they are t hin king 
of something or other to .suppress the Press, suppress the people, and 
suppress everything so that they may feel happy. Sir, it is nothing more 
than this kind of mania that is always troubling them. There is section 
491 of the Criminal Procedure Code, and section 491-A. also wbiqb extends 
to the High Courts some powers over territories outside their ordinary 
original jurisdictioii. In this Bill we see only section 491 is contemplated, 
and it is said that that section does not apply to persons who are deported 
by an act of the Governor General. Now, Sir, it seems to me highly 
doubtful—bnt I do not go into that question at length—^whether it is 
possible to deprive the High Courts of the privilege which thev enjov of 
issuing a writ of habeas corpus by any legislation of this kind. It is a 
similar doubt Avhich on a previous occasion I raised, hut my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Jinnah, then said, ‘ ‘ Let them go to court, and test it. Why 
bother oui’selvcs with jurisdiction at present ? ” I leave it at the same 
stage once again, but I am surprised tliat a valuable right whicli the 
citizen must enjoy, a valuable power which every High Court must enjoy 
IS sought to he taken aAvaj^ on any reasonable ground save i>resumahlv 
that. I should say, of absolute distrust in their own ni4 Courts Si? 
they are not prepared to refer the matter to their own Hi<rh Courts to 
consider the matter _ and say whether a writ of habeas corpus sliould be 
iffiued or not : It is not complimentary to the Government that thev 

T I ^^hould have been 

glad, as I said, if lustoad of this Bench of three Sessions . Judges the 
matter was entrusted to at least one permanent High Court Judge That 
IS what I said in my notice of amendment. Sir, persons depending upon 
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tlie Government for their promotion and favour, per.sons wlio think that 
their whole future is in'the hands of this Government, are the least fitted 
to act as Judges ; and after all I am only .stating the case a little over 
niucli hceau.sc tlie Bill as amended hj' tlic Select Committee does not give 
the Se.ssions Judge.s the po.sitioii of a Judge. Tt convert.s thorn into .some 
thing like a Commission, to make a report to Ilis Excellency the Governor 
General. There the matter ends. Thai is their iiosition. Sir, I do feel 
that the Bill as amended by the Select Commit tee has made the Bill 
much worse than the Bill as it originally stood, and both the Bills deserve 
to he rejected on the floor of the House. Sir, I may inform you that I 
am not moving the amendment of which J gave noVicc for the circularion 
of tliis Bill for eliciting public ojrinion as advi.sed by my Party leader. 

Mr. T. Prakasaiu : Sir, I rise (applause) to oppose the motion. I 
see some .sliglit change— (IIo7ioU}'ah1c Mc7»hcrs : “ Speak up.”) I am 
sorry, you coinirlain that I Jiave a weak voice ; you will soon find that I liave 
a very big voice.—I see some change, Sir, in tlie Government represented 
by the Honourable the Home Member inasmuch as it has evinced some 
anxiety to meet the criticisms that were ofTorod on the floor of this House to 
tlie original Bill ; and 1 also feci that the Hononrable Mr. (!rorar pos.sibIy 
would liave been ready to agree to something more if my Honourable 
friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, had been courageous enough to give his advice 
a little more frankly to the Select Committee. Sir, the only lawyer on the 
Select Coniinitteo was my friend. Sir Hari Singli Gour. an author of a big 
volume of criminal law that is intended to be read throughout the country 
and digested by all the lawyers.'and the principles of which are ro be 
applied in the- courts of law ; but, Sir. I am sorry that thi.s friend of mine lias 
hocomc the victim of the Government and been led to give advice like this 
with regard to the reeommcndalions made in the Select Committee’s llepoitt. 
I am nnahle to unders-tand. Sir, that Sir Hari Singh Gour could have, 
made bold to advi.se the Select Committee to dispense with the publication 
of every piece of evidence that might he placed by the Government, and 
that such evidence .should he kept secret even from the arrested person. 
It iS'Untlmnkablc that one in his position should have thought of giving 
advice like that in a case of this nature. However he has done it. 

Now, what is the position so far a.s this Bill is concerned " Against 
whom is it directed ? Take sub-clause (?i) (6) of clause 2,—the definition 
section. It says : 

‘‘ who socks to foment or utilise iudustritil or ngr.'irian dispiilfos or other dispute.^ of a 
like nature with the direct object of subverting; organized ^overumeut in British India 
or with any object the attainment of which is intended to condutic to that result-; ” 

Note those words, “ .seeks to foment or utilise indu.strial or- agrarian dis- 
pute.s or disputes of a like nature.” What are the dispnte.s which are cou- 
- templated by this definition ? The agricultural population in India is 
suffering the wors’tt, at present, in the ivliole world. The agriculturlsls 
of India have a debt of over 1,000 crox’es of rupees according to the Govern¬ 
ment books, and the Government has got its own debt of over 1,000 crores 
of rupees on which the people of India have to pay interest. The agrieul- 
tiirists of India have to borrow money even for cultivation purposes at a 
high rate of interest, in some provinces at as high a rate as 75 per cent. 
The least rate is that which they are able to get from a few co-operative 
banks which are in existence. While the agricultural population of India 
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has been borrovving at such a heavy rate, this Government has been keeping 
its reserves in London, lending money at 3| and 4r| per cent, to the people of 
England in the London market. Now,-if the dispute relates to a matter 
like this between the Government and the agriculturists of India, and if 
there are foreigners—good foreigners—^liere who advocate the cause of the 
cultivators and carry on a propaganda here, are they to be deported ? The 
Soviet Government has recently published their loan manifesto. They have 
stated in that communique that the loan was being raised by that Govern¬ 
ment for the redemption of the agricultural population of their own country, 

I You have floated a loan recently here, Sir. Have you stated for what 
purpose-you are raising the loan ? Have you stated what you are going to 
do with that loan ? Have you stated how the agriculturists and labourers 
will be benefited by tha't loan ? Or how they have been benefited by all 
the loans you have been raising in this country from time to time ? Is the 
agitation on these lines of the Soviet Government or even of Communism 
a bad one. ? My friend ]\Ir. Duraiswamy Aiyangar has been taUdng in an 
apologetic tone, as if Communism were a crime on this earth. Communism 
has never advocated murder ; Communism has never advocated the over¬ 
throwing of other Governments with violence. {An Ronourable Memler : 

Of course it has.’') An interruption comes from there. I give you a 
challenge. I shall show j’^ou that there are murderers in ei^erj’" community • 

I shall shotv you that there are murderers in every society ; there are mur¬ 
derers among lawjmrs ; there are murderers among the biggest merchants ; 
there are murderers among the best of people. And, Sir, would you say 
that because th^re are some murderers in all grades and classes of society 
that all classes of society should be dealt with in this particular manner ? ’ 
"Will those who have dared to challenge me point out any instance of a Gom- 
organization which has publicly advocated violence and murder 
and the overthrowing of other Governments with violence and murder''? 
Surely noi. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
kluhammadan) : Point out one Communist who has not. ' 


Sir. T. 

sorry to see, 
Cojumunist. 


Pxakasam . Sir Hari Singh Gour's knoivledge, *I am very 
is limited. Here. I say, I challenge you and say that I am a 
1 tell you that. (Laughter and applause.) 


Is there anjdhing wrong in being a Communist ? Certainly not. 


Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowners’ Association 
merce^ : A Ked Communist ? Third International ? 


: Indian' Com- 


Mr. T. Prak^am : Bed (lommunist, redder than Sir Victor Sassoon, 
bo, bjr, I say that so far as Bolshevism and Communism are concerned thev 
are not crimes by themselves. You have seen, Sir, in China how certain 
Communists or certain people who are said to have been Ssheviks com 
nutted murders and the Soviet Government was called upon to exnlaS' 
The Soviet Government disowned them ; they said that'they were not sent 
hj'them for committing such crimes. What is the-good of ignoiing fS 
You have to take good where it is, and yoirhave to reieofethe W 
Soviet .Government or the Bolsheviks advocate murder, 


' -O-- ♦JCA.VA* JLl. tuts 

yith a view to OTorthrowtle olgaili'sed SovSoLratto'indta beX’ 

theta 


Sir Hari Singh Gour : Tliat is just what they do. 
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Mr. T. Prakasam : I am sorry for the ignorance of my friend. 
(Laughter.) There is something wrong with him. (Laughter.)Let us- 
take clause 2 (6). It is stated here “ -with the direct object of subverting 
organised government in British India.” This is a very large claim that is 
made in 1928, September 24th by the Government of India that this is an- 
organised government here. Is it an organised government, Sir ? I shall 
show that it is not by quoting to you an instance, a recent instance, in -which 
they never -wanted any Regulation to deport a person in this country. My 
friend Durais-wamy Aiyangar -was referring to the Bengal Regulation, 
Jlqdras Regulation and Bombay Regulation and so on. There are .at least 
Regulations which they pretended to apply in those cases ; but I shall jshow 
you a case in which no Regulation was needed to deport and it was not 
in the case of an ordinary man in the street. They laid their hand upon 
the Maharaja of Nabha and under no Regulation. (An Honoxirahle Memher : 
“ Nabha ? ”) I kno-w the prejudice lhac is in the minds of several people 
when the word “ Nabha ” is mentioned, I take it that he is one of the 
worst criminals. Is he not entitled to the protection of law ? Is he not 
entitled to the ordinary relief wRich ordinary men are entitled to ? 
J take it that the Maharaja of Nabha is a murderer of the worst kind. 

blr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Who says that ? 


Mr. T. Prakasam : The Maharaja of Nabha has been deported under 
no Regulation. The question could not bo raised here in tins House. 
There -^-as your ruling with regard to the matter on a point raised by the 
Government. I had had the audacity to go straight to the Maharaja/of 
Nabha who -^^'as confined at Kodaikanal and had an interview w.ith him. I 
asked him for the order under which he was taken a-nny. There was no 
Regulation, no rule, no section, \inder which he was taken and could have 
been taken. But Regulation III of 1818, which could never apply to him. 
was quoted in the order as the one under wliich he was arrested. From 
there I came over here and a que.stion was raised with reference to the 
same matter and you were good enough to ask Sir Denys Bray whether it 
was true that he was deported under Regulation HI of 1818 and he replied 
“ Yes.” Does the Regulation of 1818 apply to the Maharaja of Nabha ? 
Admittedly it cannot ; it ejin never 'be' applied to the Maharaja of Nabha 
Yet he wms taken away. Where is the organised government in this land ? 
How many people have been taken away without trial and how many have 
been imprisoned ? Here is one of those friends of mine who has just come 
after being detained for three years, Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra, the 
Whip of our Party. Where is any honest Government in this land ? Who 
is to hear and who is to decide justice ? There is no honest orgamsed 
government in the land. As regards the agrarian disputes, I am telling 
you. Sir, and every Member in this House that the freedom of this country 
can be secured only through agriculturists and labourers. The independence 
of India that is advocated by Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, the Deputy Leader-o£ 
our Party, can only be secured through the, help of the agricultural popu¬ 
lation and the labouring population of India. Now the aim of this Gov¬ 
ernment has been somehow or other to do evei'j'thing that lies in their 
I)ower to prevent the gro-wth of nationalism in the labour and agricultural 
movements. I can understand the real anxietv of this Government to 
India. This Government cannot alwaj^s protect India 
^“3 aeroplanes alone. They will have to protect and 
peop e of this country -with their consent. By attempting to 
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prevent.-the spreading of nationalism and ideas and ideals through, such 
legislation, the Government is only •working against itself. 

Now, Sir, coming to the ne'W clauses 7 and 8, introduced in the Bill by 
the Select Committee, the Honourable the Home Member “tvas telling us 
that the High Court also had been brought into this Bill with a "vdew to give ^ 
relief to the accused. The High Court is introduced in clause 8 and that * 
only for the purpose of setting aside the order on the ground that -the 
aggrieved person is an excepted person and not on other grounds. The tirst 
de&ijion in clause 2 is about excepted persons, and in sub-clause {2) the 
definition is about the person to whom the Bill applies. All those clauses 
(o), (b) and (c) which define the particular offence cannot be brought 
before the High Courts, and Sir Hari Singh Gour satisfied himself that that 
was a great relief given to the deported persons. Omit clause 7, if you are 
a consistent la'uyer, and if you claim to be an authority in law by writing 
books. Remove clause 7 and alter clause 8 in such a way that the High 
Court is invested with the power to go into the vdiole matter and deal with 
the man, judiciallj'’. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Make an amendment. Whj' do you criticise ? 

Mr. T. Prakasam : Amendments, there are ; I hope you wiU have the 
»good sense to agree to them when they come up. Appointing a Bench 
of three Judges ! Wlio are they ? Sessions Judges. And how are they 
appointed ’ Thej' are appointed by the Governor General in Council for 
this t)articular purpose. Not in their ordinar}" course of business "while 
they are sitting as Sessions Judges to hear cases that come before them, 
but they will be taken out of their ordinary duties and be specially ap¬ 
pointed by the Goyernor General in Council with the direction that they 
should hear this case on certiain information that will be placed before 
them by the Government and dispo.se of it without telling the accused what 
the information was. Why this sham, this farce ? It is more honourable 
and straightforward to say, “ We do not care for the law, we do not 
care for reason or judgment. We shall simply deport the man because it 
pleases us." That’ is the more straightforward thing to do than this 
sham and this fraud. 

Why are Sessions Judges appointed ? May I know from the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member, who is in charge of the Bill, whether the High 
Court Judges have been approached in regard to tliis matter, -whether 
they had been asked if tbej^ were willing to become tools in the bauds 
of Government and hear eases like these in camera with evidence placed 
before thorn only on one side and without giving an opportunity to the 
man concerned to rebut that evidence. Have those Judges declined to 
give their support to a Bill like this ? I would like to know whether the 
Goveynment made any attempt, before they omitted to include the names 
of judges of High Courts in clause 7, to ascertain the views of llie various 
High Court Judges. Why have the Government taken a fancy for 
Sessions Judges, when there arc the High Courts ? Tlie High Court is the 
one court which has got power to release persons when thej^ have been 
arrested without any notice and without any enquiry. Habeas corpus is 
granted by them. Wliat is the special rea.son for j'our choosing 
Sessions Judges 1 Tlie Honourable the Home Member lias given the 
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reason that, the High Court in Ihe highest court in the land and that 
they, as impartial tribunals, .shoxild not he drawn into party politics. IE 
that is really .so, that is one reason v.diich should have prompted the Gov¬ 
ernment to fix.only the Iligh Court as the most, competent court before 
* which any trial of this nature could be had. The Select Committee in 
dealing with clau.se 2 says : 

“ As rcg.srds the first of those .mieiKlinonts, .nlfhouph wo rc.-ilise that it is an 
essenti.al feature of Coiiiinunist prop.afr.aiift.a to sot class against class, wo consider that 
a person preaching that iloelriiie A\,ouhl almost inevitably bring iiimsclf under sonic other 
provision of this clause uliiKl the retention of the uords might result in action being 
taken against per.sons other than those against uboiii the Bill is prim.aiily directed.” 

AVell, Sir, the words, “ e.ssenti.al featiirc of Comtnunist propaganda ’% 
are very -wide. Anything done in India by anybody can be brought under 
that clause for,-winch w^e have alretidy got pi-'ovision in the criminal law. 
Anything done by any community in regard to any special claim might he 
brought under the existing criminal law of the land. But all those sec¬ 
tions have been dead letters until now Avhen during the last seven or 
eight years actual communal riots have been going on in this country. 


Sir, I Avi&h to say only one thing before I sit down. This attempt on 
the part of the Government to_ prevent the spread of nationalism, to : 
jirevent the spread of real genuine Communist' ideas, or even Bolshevik 
ideas or ideas of Soviet Government—the good and virtuous parts of t hose^ 
ideas—will be a disastrous failure. Ideas can never be prevented 
germinating. That was once tried by the ancestors of the British when ^ 
they were losing ground every inch, day after day in the great Americau'^j 
War of Independence. For every inch of ground that they lost in that'- 
great war, they fortified themselves hci-e in India by building up the 
so-called Indian Empire, by annexation or some other .so-called conqih^t^; 
But for that consolidation of your power by annexation oi; so-called eoii- 
qnest of India during that period, there would have been no Ihdiau 
Empire, there wmuld have been no British Empire in India or anyv^T^xn^ 
It is only India wliich you can call to-day as the British Empire upi^n 
whicli the British people are prospering. What did the ancestors of4;he.' 
British people do in America Avhen they were defeated there ? What 
did they do when the Americans chased them from post to post alid 
ground to ground. After losing ground everywdicre and me'bting yi'fth 
disas'iTOU'! defeats in that great war, the British had had recourse to the ' 
cheeking of the spread of nationalism to the neighbouring coloni^Aj|||(^j 
that -time, there Avas a big belt of Avild forests that separated the diueirenr'- 
colonies froni America. By preA^enting the remoAml of these forests, and*, 
the. colonisation of these lands even by their OAvn countrymen and^^jsN 
a.loAvmg these forests to groAv thicker the British thereby'tliouglifhtlt&lfe- 
they Avould be able to stem the tide of nationalism and prevbnt its SpreaifT 
ing all over the Colonies. Did they succeed in their attempt ? They 
failed miserably. Probably that method of trying to eheck-the spread of 
nationalism Avould have been all right at that time, hut to-'day ‘afterikiii 
niiicli experience and after so, much knoAvledge thatgaine^ 
ttie Government cannot entertain the .idea thgt Avith th^lhide 

w- bolshevik Bill oh the otlie^-kith arrasts on 
de and AAith deportations on the otlie”. and ivillr f.vprvtliif?h thaf^. 
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they can possibly do'- they could kill the spirit of the people and then 
march the Simon Commission throughout the land and have their report. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Ten Minutes to Three 
of the Clock. 


The Assemblj^ re-assembled after Lunch at Ten Minutes to Three of 
the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


BIr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City ; Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
J\lr. President, the claim has been made bj' the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber that very material improvements have been effected in Select Committee 
in the Bill that v as originally introduced by the Government and therefore 
that the Bill is entitled to the support of the House. 

Noiv, Sir, 1 projpose in the first instance to examine the improvements 
vhich are alleged to have been made before dealing vith any general aspect 
of the Bill. In the first iilace, the provision \Yhich is made in clause 8 
of the Bill enabling the High Court on the application of an “ excepted 
Iierson ’’ to set aside the order on tJie ground that such person is an ex¬ 
cepted person is really not an improvement for the vei-y simple reason that 
even if you strike out tlie vholc of that, the High Court mould have the 
jurisdiction to do it. The Bill applies only to certain classes of persons and 
^ persons to mhom the Bill does not apply mill, mhetlier this I>ill says so 
,*or not, have a right to apply to the High Court for a mrit of ccriiori, on the 
ground that the Governor General, in a case beyond his jurisdiction, usurped 
Hl^It is therefore not a concession. There are numerous authorities in 
ine 'courts that decide that mithout any such provision an aggrieved i)er- 
-can move High Courts mhere action Avhich is uUra vires of legislation 
'similar descriptions is takeu 

In the second place, I mant to examine the provisions of clause 7. Sir. 
^•fdo^iot knom mhetlier the Honourable the Home Member made a .slip— 
^l’bbabl.y he did—mhen lie contended that the impartiality of Judges' of-the 
High Court should be beyond cavil in political matters and that therofoie- 
tlipy- mere not made the Judges at this reviem mhich has been given 
Mo'three Sessions Judges. I do not take advantage of mbat I consider really 
■ an,'argument of despair. I mould not press that into my service’. I tliink 
’"the real.reason mliy the Sessions Judges have been prcfeiTcd to the Higli 
,^Coijrt Judges is that mhich mas maintained by JIi-. Diiraismamy Aiyangar. 
.'),S^rMfeessions Judges in political matters must be quite as imparlial a*'- 
‘High .Court Judges, if anything they should appear to he still more impai- 
do not lay too much stress upon mhether they should he High Court 
StTviiJglfs'pr Sessions Judges, though personally I should prefer that the High 
feonrt should liave jurisdiction over this matter. But it must be a judicial 
I^H|ury. Xom that is the mliole gist of 003 - amendment mhich should ha's'f' 
lipM^nnde in the Select Committee if the viem mas that the Bill sliouldbe 
Bpinqfrovcd in Select Conmiittee. Is there a judicial enquiiy 1 The primari' 
condition of a judicial enqnir 3 ' is that charges should be framed and the 
aeensed person .should have notice of those charges and should hear The. 
Hillfffinjce upon mhich those charges have been framed. Nom it is perfeeth- 
jj^vions that tIaiisG 5 does neither. The clause savs : 

lie is, tlic .ippellantlTfncir .ni.v plc.Tfler appearing on his bch.-ilf shall 

bo e.ritiUcd to bo hilSilc acfjiininted nitli aim details or particuhirs of the faets or eir- 
.♦cmstaffiVs laid bofiKe the Bene! bi the Governor General in Council.” 

• L152LA ” Q 
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li' it liatl stopped at lliat it would have been objectionable enough. But 
it might be said even though the appellant or his })leader may not h.nvc the 
riglit to ask the court to give him information, the cotirl in its discretion 
might have had the ])ower to give him that information. But that is also 
prohibited by the second ])art of the .sub-clause which .say.s : 

“ Tiio Bench shall treat nil such facts and circiiinst.ancos ns (ib$olutcUj coiiticlentia! 
in cvcri! jiarticular,” 

Now, if it had been confined only to thi.s, that the names of the per.iojis 
who gave evidence or information to the Governor General in Council jlTust 
be kept secret, which is the usual excuse put forward in legi.slation of thi.s 
description, there would ho .something to he .s.-dcl in favour of that ; hut 
that is not the only protection Government get ; the protection that they get 
is that no details or particulars of facts or cireumstance.s .shall he disclosed. 
It means excluding all eA'idence. At wJiat meeting did the apjiellant speak 1 
At what place did lie .speak ? On what day did the person directly or 
indirectly advocate by force or violence the overthrow of the Bi-itish Gov¬ 
ernment or of all forms of government ? At what hour did he do so 1 ./\jid 
Avho wei’c the persons present ? What was the speech that he made ? Or, 
if it was not a sjieech, was it a mere conversation I Nothing of the-kind 
can he divulged to him. If this is going to he the ease. 1 really cannot under¬ 
stand how the appellant or his jileade’r is to meet anything of the 
charges upon which the Governor General in the first instance came to the 
conclusion that he was an undesirable person who.se removal wa.s proper, 
and how in tho'sccond place, tlie.se three judicial advisers or a.sses.sors.^rc 
•to ail'iVe at a similar conclusion. Therefore, I submit that this making 
•'every fact connected with this review by the three Judge.s absolutely con¬ 
fidential makes it a perfectly futile proceeding. Nor can it be contei>d/?d 
that there is any very serious difficulty iu disclosing that information..-.The. • 
llonourable IMr. Orerar said that tlie facts could not he divulged witlionf 
grave detriment to the public interest. Again he made the remark'that 
public intere.st must he protected. Now, Sir, the e.xpre.ssion public inter¬ 
est i.s a very convenient phrase to use. Of course juiblic interest simply 
means “ my opinion it means nothing more than tliat ; everybody ases 
this expression without really under.standing what it involves. Public 
teresl doe .-5 involve that there should he a judicial inquiry, if'a personals 
cliarged with some .serious otreuce of this de.scription. if the man s.ropiua- 
tion is to bo taken away ami his freedom of movement is to be re.stricted. 
And what public interest is it that requires that a man who is accused of 
committing an offence should not have the information ? Public interest, 
Sir, requires that it shoidd also bo made public to other persons, for it is 
only by example, and the example .set by open inquiry, that other persons 
and members of the public can at all be deterred from doing similar acts, 
assuming of course that the things which arc complained of are offenci^^'tiE a 
very serious description which the Goveimnient claims them to be'.’« There¬ 
fore, Sir, whatever view is taken, one of the foundations of all justice, 
Avhether it is justice of the full dress order or jxistice of the gnmmapy ex¬ 
peditious order, whether it conforms to all forms of judicial’procedure or 
whether it lias only the minimum forms of judicial procedure, it is quite 

'who is put upon an inquiiy for a certain offence 
^ plainly told wliat are the offences which he lias committed, what 
evidence Upon- which the prosecution or wliat is equivalent to the 
1 |,cu ion relies, what ivere the place, time and othe» circumstances. 
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He must be told or hear all tliat ; if he is not given all that, vliat the 
appellant or his pleader is going to do, except to throw themselves on 
the mercy of these three Judges, I cannot really understand. Is it 
contended that though these are made absolutely confidential, still tlie 
three Judges will hold a sort of conversation, a teatable talk with the 
appellant and his pleader and just give him a hint as to what the 
things alleged against liim are and therefore that ouglit to be enough ? 
Really I cannot understand this attempt at eye-wash, which is really 
what this -so called impi-ovement is. The Select Committee and the 
G^jsrttlnent say they are bound to give some sort of inquiry ; they are bound 
to have some revising authority after the order of the Governor General in 
Council. It is usually contended that the appellant should be heard. It 
is usually contended that a pleader should be allowed to represent him. 
All right, let him have some Judges and be represented bj^ a pleader. But 
the gist of my complaint consists in whether he can represent his case, whe¬ 
ther he will take the course which he can, because he will not have the in¬ 
formation given to him upon which he alone can act. Therefore, Sir, I say 
this is reallj' not an honest procedure ; it is not a fair procedure. I do not 
suppose my Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Gour will reallj* defend 
,'this and if he does defend this I should be surprised and I can onl 3 ’ permit 
mj'self some condolences after that. It is quite obvious that nobodj’ as a 
lawj-er, nobody having anj^ idea of the difficulties which an appellant or 
^ his pleader will have in explaining his ease to a court will at all agree that 
if all the circumstances and facts are not disclosed to him he will still be 
in a position to defend himself somehow and .show that there was no just 
andMawful cause upon which the Governor General in Couiicil- mad? the 
order. Therefore, Sir, I submit on that short ground that this Bill has to 
be ^ppsed purely from the aspect of ordinary' justice, and from the point 
of .^wjof every constitutional and other propriety. 

' .Then, Sir, it is said that the duration of this Bill has been fixed for a 
pefio'd of five years. Now, I do not know, when the objection is to the prin¬ 
ciple of the measure itself, when the objection is to the repressive machinery 
and the unusual machinerj' which is set up bj’^ this Bill, if 3 DU can get over 
that bj: sajdng “ Oh, it is onlj^ for five j^ears. ” No difference between a 
.^b»d ^ good law can be maintained by sajdng that a‘bad law is for 

iT period of five years and a good law is for a period of two years. A bad 
law is a bad law whether it is for two j’^ears or five j^ears or fifty years. And 
the Honourable the Home Member did not leave it veiy much in doubt when 
he told us frankdv—and I would ask the attention of the Honourable IVIem- 
bers through V’ou, Sir, to that admission which he made—that he does not 
expect that in five v^ears the trouble will be over and that he would have to 
come to this Assemblj' or its successor, whichever it may he, for a renewal 
of powers of the same or of a similar nature in order to tackle this very 
grav"?-tftroblem with which the administration of this coimtry is confronted 
at the pre^fent moment. Now, Sir, I submit that this is really an idle excuse 
■ whieh.,is given on the other side. Five years .should not delude any of 
my nop-official,. friends. Everv- one has got to make up his mind on tliis 
inclci)endentl 3 ’ of an^* Government obligations. Thev" should see that five 
3 'cars is no concession whatever. "Whether it is five j'ears or -iO 3 'ears. it 
is a bad .law and he should sternlj’ set his face against it. I reall.v have no 
.svanpatln- with a7nendments of the de.scription which saj' it should be re¬ 
duced to two or three v'ears and should not be for five years. Nor do I see 
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that very niatei’ial c]iange.s iiavc been made in the ])i'ineipal clauses of the 
Bill. Clause 2 of the Bill keeps the old vague and hascy language in defin¬ 
ing the action, which is .soughi to be remedied by recour.se to this new pro¬ 
cedure for -which legislative sanction is asked. Now, 8 ir, you will find it 
says that the person to wlioiu this Act applies, 

“ menus iiny person \\lio directly or indirectly .'idvociitc.s tlio overthrow hy forte or 
violence of the govornmeut. e.stJihiished hy law in Hriti.sh India, or the aholifioii of all 
forms of law or org.inised government...." 

Now, it is not in an ordiiutry court of law. What will the Governor 
General and the three a.sscssors do without any arguments ? Ilow they 
can make up their minds without hearing tlie other side, how they can .say 
that it is an indirect advocacy, or is notan indirect advocacy, I am unable to 
understand, nds expre.s.sion “ indirect advocacy ” lets in a wliole mass 
of in’cjudice by which 0113 - man can be easil}' deitorted. Then, Sir, “aboli¬ 
tion of all forms of law or orgaiii.sed government”—tlie.se arc rhetorical 
phrase.s. X can understand the Government established b.v law in British 
India, but ‘‘ the abolition of all forms of law or organised government ” 
will 1)0 vei\v difficult indeed to interpret. It will be bard to say how all 
forms of government are deslro 3 'ed or attempted to be destroyed by an in¬ 
direct advoeac}’ of'this doscrijition. Therefore, the speoche.s which are 
made or the -writings wliicb arc publi.slicd by a person who is charged Avith 
suchJadvocacy will have to be carcfulb' examined 1 ) 3 ' the counsel and 
Judges before you can .show that all forms of law are set at nought or 
organised government brought into peril. Then again, we have got tub- 
clause (h) of that clau.se ivhicb sa 3 ’.s— 

" socks to foment or utilise imlustriul or agrarinii disputes or other disputes of a like 
nature with the direct object of subverting organised government in British Iiidi.a or 
Avith any object the attainment of Avhich is intended to conduce to that result. 


The latter part of that sub-clau.sc is* A'eiy Avide indeed and it. is'nu-_^ 
possible to under.sland Avhai cannot be “ an object the attainment of w'Mch 
is intended to conduce to that rc.sult ”, viz,, subA’crting organised govovn- 
ment. If the clause had stated raerel 3 ' “ Avith the direct object of siibA'ert- 
ihg organised government in British India ” it Avould be intelligible, but 
this padding AvhicJi has been put in, Avliicli has no .sense AvhateA'er and under 
Avhich any’- kind of thing can be bi'ouglit in, Avill make this Bill, if it_ is not 
AA'orked hy^ a court of law and by an ordinary' court of justice, an instru- 
anent of monstrous ojjpression in the hands of a secret authority,-because it 
all means that a man, Avithout any^ arguments or any right of reply', being 
told tliat his object is indirectly' to subvert, the organised gOA|ernn)ent of 
British India. The object may' be far remoA-ed from the object of sub- 
A'erting the organised sy’stem of gOA'eriiment, but, Sir, any' object can be 
brought in. And 1 am in entire agreement AA'ith my' Honourable friend 
Ml'. Prakasam Avho pointed out that sub-clause (b) is A'eiy dangerous be¬ 
cause it really^, under the guise of prcA'enting agrarian disputes or in¬ 
dustrial disputc.s 01- other disputes of a like nature, preA'cnts the ..orderly 
progress of agrarian reform and progress and the industrial Avelfare of 
this country^. I submit, Sir, that it is inoA-itable that many .movembuts, 
agrarian and industrial, must take place in this country and people must 
be tolerant en(mgli of these things -unless they' are attended with violence, 
n ess people feel that their pre.sent condition is A'eiw' nnsatisfaetoiy tliey' 
undertake any movement.' But if tiic present position is 
■nni movernents of this description, agrarian or industrial, can- 

li5^a For it is repressh'e not only of the Eurojiean 

g2 
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British subject and the Asiatic British .subject, of the Asiatic foreigner and 
the European foreigner, but, Mr. President, it is really an attempt made by 
ihe Govermnent, by means of this Bill, to suppress all wholesome and orderly 
movements which will necessarily involve some industrial unrest, some in¬ 
dustrial disputes, some agrarian disputes. For instance, supposing the 
untouchable classes, who are represented by my friend from iladras, are 
not given lands to cultivate, surely there will be some agrarian disputes 
between the untoucliable classes and others. And is it to be said that the 
untouchables are to be put down because there is agrarian discontent on the 
part of these labourens or coolies in certain agricultural districts ? Any¬ 
thing can be an industrial dispute: ivages, hours, maternity benefits, the 
failure to recognise a union, any dispute between a ca]ntalist and a labour 
union or even between different labour unions can be called an industrial 
dispute. 

The object of this BiU, I say most advisedly, is not really to deport 
Bolsheviks or Communists or anything of that kind. The object of 
this Bill is really to put down all kinds of movements in this country, 
agrarian or industrial, which are intended for the purpose of relieving 
pov 6 rt 3 ^ and unemplojnnent and for the purpose of getting an advance in 
wages and material conditions of labouiang classes. I saj’- this is the real 
object of this Bill ; otherwise, it would have been perfect^ made clear in 
this Bill that it is onty against Communists that it is intended. I do not 
see why the expression “ Communist ” itself should nof be used in this 
Biif. ■■ Ever 3 dody knows what a Communist is in international literature ; 
eveiyb'odj'^ knows what Communism is, what Socialism is. There are 
numbei’s of boolcs, good, bad and indifferent, wi’itten upon it. One would 
use the expression “ Communism or Communist ” if that were the object 
of'this Bill. T say it is not the object The plain object of this Bill is to 
■ remove Englishmen and other persons coming to the help of the Swaraj 
Part 3 ^■or the Nationalist Party, or any Party in India which fights for the 
freedom of this country and which fights for reforms—that is, under clause 
{a). (Cheers.) The object of clause (b) is not to fight Communists but. to 
put down agrarian and other dispute.s. It is not realty intended in fa^ou^ 
of Indian capitalists. Thej' maj" vote now' wdth Government, but thej’ 
should know perfeetty well how the Bill will be w'orked. I therefore sub¬ 
mit that the whole of this mischievous clause remains intact. Generosity 
is exhibited by saying that a certain promsion is omitted, viz., the clause 
which repeated section 153-A of the Indian Penal Code. But the thing 
which remains is realty the more offending thing. I do not know that I 
have any-tobjection to the retention of those clauses if the Bill is otherwise 
o-ood The retention of that clause would mean that communal riots and 
di.sturbances would also be put down. Therefore that clause wliieh relates 
to communal and class quarrels is alone omitted; at any rate, that is a fair 
comment on mj' part when you omit onlj' that jiortion of it without omitting 
the'rest of the section. 

IM.r main objection is to arming the Governor General in Council with 
this authorfty.. I have already stated on the last occasion mj' detailed ob¬ 
jections to that proposal, how the Governor General in Council means mere¬ 
ly that administrative link which makes itself felt and which tightens up 
the chain throughout its length. But whatever they may be. I submit that 
it is not right that the Governor General in Council .should be brought into 
this arena of international politics. For what will be the result < 

If the Governor General in Council is to be made responsible 
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for the purpose of deporting a Freneliman, a German, a Russian, 
an Italian or a Chinaman, surely the Governor General in Council will 
have a feeling against him in the countries from which those people come, 
and my anxiety is, and the anxiety of the Treasury Benehes should be, to 
remove the Governor General in Council from the arena of controversy and 
leave them in a safe dignified isolation. The only way in which this should 
he dealt with is by leaving it to an impartial court of .iustice. Whether he 
be a German, a Frenchman, a Russian or anybod}’- else, he understands that 
he has had his ease tried by a court of law and therefore his Government will 
not be upset, his newspapers wdll not be upset, unfriendly relations between 
the Indian people and foreign peoples will not be created, and hostile feel¬ 
ing between this Government and the Governments of their respective 
countries will not be generated. Tlierefore, if I were in charge of the Gov¬ 
ernment—of course, I will not be, I am sure—if I w'ere in charge of the 
Government I would certainly leave it to a fully ti-ained judicial tribunal 
and avoid the executive responsibility for thereby I bring upon mj^self 
the odium of all the foreign countries and of their Press. I really cannot 
understand how priblic interest is .served by bringing in the Governor Gen¬ 
eral in Council again and again into this arena, as I said, of a very violent 
and bitter eontrover.sy. Therefore, Sir, that is a point of view which ought 
to commend itself to experienced administrators on the other side ; but of 
course they- are i>a.st talking to. 

Then there is one other matter which I have got to mention. It is said 
that this anti-Oonimunist legislation is necessary. We have, however, ex¬ 
plained on this side in a variety of ways how it is iioi necessary.- That argu¬ 
ment has not been met at all: and to the extent to which it is now conceded 
that some inquiry is necessary, it is quite clear that the Government agi'ee 
with us that the ordinary law will suffice. Therefore, Sir, what is really 
the point-is-that they do not want the ordinary trilnmal to interfere; they 
want an extraordinary tribunal constituted by the Governor General in 
Council. It W'as perfectly true in the days of the East Indian Company, 
long before the Government of India came into the hands of the Crown, 
that the Governor General in Council was the legislature, he -was the judge 
and he was c\-erything, but those were the old primitive methods of ad¬ 
ministration : and I am astonished that this Bill could have been sanctioned 
at all—T suppose it must haA'e been to some extent administratively or 
departmentally sanctioned by the Seeretarj^ of State—I really cannot under¬ 
stand how that wa.s done at all; but any way my complaint remains that no 
advance has been made by the Select Committee on the question of judicial 
inquii’y. Sir, there is no judicial inquiiy provided, and let every IMember 
be aware of it. It is not a matter of rhetoric; it is a matter of plain, honest 
truth when I say that there is no judicial inquirjw and if you give your 
adhesion to this Bill, why, then, any 'man who gives it must realize that there 
is no judicial inquiry, and therefore let him really search his conscience qnd 
let him give his vote with a very full realization of that fact. 

So far as the High Court is concerned, I have dealt with the matter 
and I do hot propose to deal with other aspects. Jlr. President, I will con¬ 
clude by saying that all the parties in the conntrj^ met at Luclcnow ; they 
have drawn up a constitution and made a ver 3 ’- generous gesture and offered 
to co-operate in the way in which that constitution is meant to work—^for 
to some extent that means co-operation. I may not agree to all parts of the 
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constitution, but there is not the slightest doubt that it is a very generous 
gesture ; and now for the Government to persist in this line of action, 
takes my breath away. I cannot understand where a generous respon.se to 
this generous gesture is to be found. Of course I undei’stand iierfectly well 
what the Government is after—J do not blame them for the time they take, 
because they Icnow perfectly well that so long as this Assembly is not wholly 
elected, they can Carrs’^ some of the measures in the way in which they have 
done ; but that is all the more reason when thej' themselves want the co¬ 
operation of Indians in various ways, Government should permit every 
Member in this Assembly to regard himself as an elected Member and not 
as a nominated Member, and why, the klembers of the Government should 
also regard themselves as really elected Members holding their seats only 
by the confidence of the Indian leaders if they can. That is the only proper 
way because we have been told that conventions were going to be established: 
and I know that for ten years the convention is being established that we 
are not to take anything into account except declared necessity,—^l 3 ecause 
to-day we are not told what is the neces.sity for this Bill,—how many Com¬ 
munists there are, how many speeches have been made, what acts of violence 
have been carried on, did they set the Ganges or the Hooghly or the Cooum 
on fire ? And what is it that they have set on fire that nobody knoivs an 3 '- 
thing about it ? But in that secretive waj', characteristic of British ad¬ 
ministration in India, we are told that if we are responsible men, we ought 
to talm whatever they say for granted and to vote whatever powers they 
want. We are at liberty to criticise them occasionally and say (i thing here 
and a thing there But thej’- say, when Sir Hari Singh Gour is on the Select 
Committee, how can any responsible man and lawyer get up in this Assembly 
and oppose this Bill ? I, Sir, with all the temerity tliat I am capable of, 
I do oppose it, and most strongly: notwithstanding all the legal and other 
lale'lit that was upon this Select Committee, and notwithstanding this pro¬ 
duction of their.s. It reminds me, Sir, of that classic quotation about the 
labouring mountain.s producing a ridiculous mouse. I think..tliat this 
Bill is one which deserves the severe.st condemnation from every section of 
Ihe House, not onlj' from my side of the House but also from the nominated 
Members. I cannot understand how the nominated Members can claim to 
vote Avith the Government on such a mea.sure as this ndiich affects A'itallj' 
international relations. I can undenstand nominated klemher.s differing 
from the elected klembers on the question of political reforms in this countly. 
But it is the duly of CA'ery nominated Member, Avhatever communiiy lie 
represents or does not represent, to look at this Bill in the onlj^ AA-ay 
in Avhieh such a Bill as this should be _ looked at. It is 
a Bill aimed at the suppression of ideals and ideas; it is a Bill aimed at the 
.suppres.sion of moA’ement.s AA'liich are pcrfcet],A' legitimate, moA’ements AA’hich 
have enabled other countries to reacli their full .stature and to reach a .-^tatc 
of material and moral prosporitj' Avliich they had ncA'er reached before. 
The Avliolo object of this Bill is to .suppress those movements, to suppress 
.the empire of ideas. Whether this As.sembly passes this Bill or not, I 
give'sum this warning, that no ideas of the description against which it 
is supposed that this Bill is aimed can be prcA-ented from traA'clling all over 
the eoutttrj" and from taking root in India or in anj’ other countrA- if the 
ideas themseh'es ate sound. It is a que.stion of the soundnc.ss of the ideas. 
If the Communist ideas are unsound then the best remedy that 3 'ou can adopt 
is to alloAv those ideas to hloAV aAvay like a Avind. leaving no harm liehind. 
But if the Communist ideas are AATong I am perfecth- certain that the\' Avill 
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be suppressed by the people themselves and it is not necessary therefore for 
this Assembly to arm the Government vrith these extraordinary’- po-wers 
which it claims that it should have. Therefore, Sir, I oppose this Bill. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Mr. President, I do not propose to take 
up the time of the House as long as I did on the previous occasion of the 
second reading. I do not propose to attempt to convert those Members, 
like my Honourable friend Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, who have decided to 
vote against the Government on principle whenever it is proposed to give 
that Government summary powers, irrespective of the merits of any measure 
that may be placed before -the House. I do not even propose to 
attempt -to convert those Members who, in spite of the detailed account 
I gave of the situation in China, still rock themselves in the sweet belief 
that Bolshevism and Red Communism can never take root in India. I 
shall confine my remarks to those Members of this House who have not 
given their consciences and their judgments to their Party Whips and 
who are prepared to use their intelligence and their intellects to the best 
of their ability and are also prepared to give their vote according to their 
own considered judgment. 

Mr. President, however, defective, however lacking in safeguards, 
this Bill was in its first stage of appearance before the House, I venture 
to affirm that as it now comes to the House it is a Bill that is by no 
means a bad Bill, that it is a reasonable Bill and it does provide sufficient 
safeguards to render it innocuous to those to whom it is not intended 
to apply. (Applause). I should like, Sir, here to offer a word of ap¬ 
preciation to the Honourable the Home Member for the accommodating 
spirit in which he met the criticisms of the non-official members of the 
Select Committee (Applause) and in spite of the fact that he was very 
doubtful as to whether the Government was not giving too mucin awfvy 
he certainly did, wherever lie could, allow us to put in the safeguards 
v.'hich we thought were necessai'y. I do not say that this Bill is a phr- 
fect Bill or that it cannot be improved by amendment. I thiniv'-*“nuy 
'Honourable friend hlr. Srinivasa Iyengar did make a point on the 
procedure before the three Sessions Judges, and I have this morning 
tabled an amendment, which will no doubt come before the House -^Sln 
due course, on clause 7, which is intended to temper the -wind to the 
shorn lamb. But, Sir, I do ask this House to approve the Bill as a whole, 
that is to say, to throAv out any wrecking amendments that may be 
brought forward. After all, let us examine the Bill from the opposite 
point of -vnew, let us assume that this so-called Satanic Government 
misuses these summary powers. What form of monstrous oppression could 
it afford the individual ? Let us take an individual who has got a stake 
in the country, who has by remaining in this countiy for many years, by 
carrying on his business interwoven his own economic interests -with the 
economic fabric of this country. To him a sentence of deportation Vill 
be a very serious hardship. But this individual under the safeguards 
of this Bill is exempt and he may, if he wishes, like my friends on the 
Benches here, become as ardent a Bolshevik or arch-Oominunist as even 
Mr. Prakasam without coming within the scope of this_-BiIl.’ The-only 
person who is dealt with by this Bill is the casual -visitor and even to 
him it -yould only mean the inconvenience of not being able to go 
over India and see its sights. In fact, the only monstrous oppression 
that could take place with such an individual is that he would be 
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debarred seeing the Taj Mahal bj’’ moon-light, but on the other hand there 
IS nothing to prevent him from going further afield and visiting the 
ruins of Ankor in Cambodia, then to China to see the Temple of Heaven 
m Pekin and so on to that most picturesque countiy, Japan. That, Sir, 
IS the monstrous oppression which is going to atfect anj^body who comes 
within the purview of this Bill. 

Now, let us take the case of India. What is India going to lose if a 
man is deported under this clause ? We will still assume that the Gov¬ 
ernment is misusing its powers and that the individual who has been 
deported by the so-called Satanic Government is one who has merely come 
to India to help the Swaraj Party to gain Swaraj, the Nationalist Partv to 
gain nationali.sm and the Independent Party to gain independence. 
(Applause). Sir, do Honourable Members here consider that Swaraj is 
unattainable wuthout outside help ? Looking as we do on the brilliant 
intellects on the Benches opxiosite, do their own followei’s under-estimate 
the abilities of their leaders that they feel that there is no hope of the 
speedy attainment of Sivaraj without the help of foreign advisens ? Is 
that really wdiat Honourable Members think ? (Feeble cries of “ No. ”) 

I hear cries of “ No ”, but they are not very .strong cries, in fact they seem 
rather attenuated cries. I am glad my Honourable friend, Mr. Pra’ka.sani, 
does not believe that we must rely on foreign belli if we are going to get 
Swaraj._ Well, if so, then if this House believes that Government will 
misuse its powers, there will be only one cook the less to spoil the broth, 
so that the loss to India even in that event will be nil. 

So much for the debit side. _ Now let us take the credit side. Ad¬ 
mittedly the Red elements in this country are uneducated, disorganised 
and have not the benefit of the intelligentsia of India to help them. As 
far as I understand, at any rate in this House, there is nO' one here wlio 
is^ willing to help Bolshevism or Red Communism, with the honourable 
ex^ptlon of kir. Prakasam. Therefore if the counsel and advice of 
trained propagandists and organisers from outside is taken away, we 
shall’''&t'any rate be delaying the develoinnent of Bolshevism and Red 
Communism in India. That is the main point, that is what this Bill is • 
trying to do. It is trying to delay the development of the Red menace 
in'-India. ^ If tbe.se Red organisers get in, in .spite of tbe Bill, we are not 
worse off than we would be if there ivere no Bill. Once they come in, 
however’,and are given time, it does not matter to them whetlier you 
send them away or not. Their work is done. It is no use sending them 
away once they have organised the destructive forces of tbe country and 
after they have worked up a revoliition, not only against the present 
Government but against the majority of the Members of this House, or 
at any rate the cla.sses which tliby represent. Tliat i.s the rea.son of the 
urgency of this Bill, It presents the same sort of difficulty that this 
House was in when the first brick fell down near the Oommandor-in-Chief. 
Tbe House did not say, “ Let a few more bricks fall down,” but they 
took" action at once to prevent more bricks falling down. 

Mr- M. R. Jayakar (Bombay City : Non-Muliammadan Urban) : 
We saw-tlie brick fall, and were not asked to take it on trust. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : I am .surprised at Mr. Jayakar. He is one 
of those who will believe notliing in this world unlc.ss they see it for 
themselves. If that is so, may I a.sk klr. Jayakar why be believes in 
Swaraj in India because he certainly has not seen it here. (Laughter). 
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So it boils floivn to this. We are enabled by this Bill to delay the 
develoiHiienl of Bed ConnminisHi, ’not ordinary Commiuiism, peaeefnl 
Cominnnism, but Bed Coinnumisin. AYc .are gelling something and losing 
nothing. If in spite of this Bill Red Cominnnisin gets into the country, 
■\ve are no worse olT than if this Bill was not on the Statute-book. Some¬ 
thing to nothing. Surely that appeals to the sjiorting instincts of my 
friend.s opposite. 

But there is one other point. It is said 1)3'^ some that if this Bill 
were passed, it would ci’cate a precedent. I think that is true. !Mr. 
President, the precedent that the passing of this Bill would create is the 
precedent that, the elected legislators of this countiy arc prepared for the 
sake of their count.iy to sink all i)art 3 ’' feelijigs. (Ohcer.s.) The}' arc pre¬ 
pared even to su])port an irresponsible Government and so prove to the 
Avorld at large that the}' can be statesmen as well ns politicians. (Cheers.) 
But if this Bill is thrown out, what will the world's opinion be ? That 
the elected legislators of this eountr}- are so wrapt up with their small, 
petty political jiart}' considerations, that the}’ are not only prepared to 
cut their noses to spite their faces, but that they are prepared even to risk 
doing damage to their country, merely to enable them to use the slogan. 
“ AVe have defeated the Goveimment once more.” 

•rt,. 

Sir, 1 commend this Bill to the Members of this Hou.se, who boa.st a 
little eommon.sensc and who are jirepared to use it. 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Buial) ; Sir, I am glad that I have been able to take part at least in 
the final .stages of the discussion of this Bill, and I say so because I 
really think, in all conscience, that it is a bad Bill and I do want to 
turn it down if T can do so by my vote if not by my argument. At 
one time I bad hoped that the J3ill w’ould come back from the Selpet 
Committee improved materially. But that hope has been frustrated. 

I find the Bill comes back absolutely untomiiered in its absurdity and 
unshoi'n of its evil features. I have a double quarrel, one with the 
Bill itself and the other with the Government who have introduced this 
Bill. T have a quarrel ivith the Bill for a number of reasons. In the 
first place it gives arbitrary powers to Government and in the second 
jdace it condemns the accused pensoii unheard. Then the procedure, 
even as it is amended in the Select Committee, is simply funny be¬ 
cause the Governor General comes at the wrong end instead of at the 
right end. The proceedings should really have commenced with a 
notice to the accused person to show cause why he should not be pro¬ 
ceeded with under this Bill. But here the Goveimor General begin.s 
the operation by his actually issuing an order, so that all further hope 
of his prerogative being used in favour of the accused, if neces.sary, is 
lost. Then, • we see that the materials of the charge are to be kept 
secret, and absolutely no opportunity is to be given either to the 
accused or to his pleader to' rebut the charges brought against him. 
The seope_ of the offence is absolutely vague and uncertain....Bastly, I- 
quarrel with the Bill because it penali.'-cs even tendencies anS doctrine.? 
and dogmas instead of actual action. Now, on that point, I-would 
just like to draw the attention of the House to a passage in A^’iscount 
Moriey’s Book on “ Compromise.” He says that even for a Mcinher. 
of Parliament who has taken actually the oath of allegiance, .it is not 
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illegal or treasonable to actually preacb that tbe Crown should be 
put into the melting pot. That is allowed because it is only a doctrine ; 
but Government would step in and take action against him only when 
he begins action, that is, only when he tries to bring his ideas into 
actual operation, either bj’’ taking up arms or fighting against the 
Crown. I have therefore-a quarrel with this Bill on all these grounds. 

Next, I will place before this House my ground for quarrel with 
the Government who liaAm introduced this Bill. First of all they have 
shown in this BiU an absolutely morbid craving for new powers. I 
compare them in mj^ own mind to the chivalrous knight of the fable of 
old who, as I have read in the book, wanted to so complete his armour of 
defence that he ultimately covered his own eyes so that he could not 
see where he was hitting or against whom he wms hitting. 
Like Don Quixote, the Government are going at full speed and tilting 
at a wind mill, but just as Don Quixote suffered in that battle, I am 
absolutely certain that whatever laAvs ma 3 ’- be passed by this Assemblj^, 
they will all come to ruin, if the Government do not take Communism 
seriously and deal Avith it as it deserves reallj’’ and not in the present 
fashion. Then, Sir, T want to make this point that no satisfactoiy 
reply has been given to the charge that Government have been un¬ 
necessarily taking neAv poAvei’s to themseh’es Avhen they have ample 
powers already under the existing law. There is the Penal Code, 
anS' apai't from punishing the offender in anj-- manner you like 
and aivai’ding anj’’ term of imprisonment—ai^art from that—it gives 
the man into your oivn power without letting him loose over other parts 
of the world. Then j’-ou have got the Regulations, and under those 
Regulations you can confine a man for as long a period as 3 mu like. And, 
lastly, I see no reply has been given to the point made by the Honourable 
the Burma Member. I-think he stressed very rightly the fact that the 
l)raetieal purposes of Government in this matter Avould be satisfied b 3 ’ the 
Peffeigners’ Act. I haA'e not seen any repty to that argument that action 
taken under the Foreigners’ Act would absolutely serve the purpose of 
Government in this re.spect. It can be .said, 1 thinli, that a trial under 
the Penal Code is a better method of dealing with these people. It is 
more efficacious. But it has been said that our jails are not commodious 
enough to accommodate the.se people. But after all how many such 
people are in question ’ At an 3 ’' time only a feAv persons of this kind can 
come into India and be in India to be dealt with ; and certainly our jails 
are spacious enough to accommodate these people. AVh 3 ’', I go fui'tlier 
than that and I say our jails are .spacious enough to accommodate CA^eu 
certain Members of the GoA'ernment on the Benehe.s opposite, onl 3 ' avc have 
not the right to impeach tliem for maladministration. 

M 3 " next point is tliat the Indian Legislature is being unneeessarih' 
asked to take upon itself a responsibilit 3 " AA'hicb is i'eall 3 ’- duo to Parlia¬ 
ment. Noav, AA'lio is tbe sort of man aa'Iio aa-iH come under this Bill in 
India ? I take it that he is a propagandist ; but nobody Avill be sent to 
India- for this object unless be is a tried and experienced liand. That 
a.ssumes that he must have made up Iiis mind, he must haA"e learnt liis 
doctrines an^^he must haA’e made speeches and learnt to organise in this 
matter^in England itself in the fir.st place or in other countries. It is 
^lot as if he becomes a full-blown Communist onl 3 ' after he comes to India. 
Now let us assume that this propagandist has declared his aubaa’s Avhen 
in England. Then the next question is. why should not England herself 
deal Avith this man rather than leave him to be dealt with by this Bill 
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here ? It ^vns said by a jiliilosophor that, the liest furnace is tliat ■which 
consumes its O'wii smoke ; and if this Communist propaganda is n nuisance 
like smoke, why should not, the furnace of Ihighmd consume its own smoke 
rather tlian pass it on to India to deal with here V Why is the British 
Ikirliament asking the Indian Legislature to do this ? There is an adage 
in Mai-athi. my own language, which says that tlie wily host often tries 
to kill the serjHmt by the hand of his guest. The meaning and the signi¬ 
ficance of that is obvious. If the serpent is killed by that means, you 
get rid of the serpent ; hut if instead of the serpent the guest is killed, 
an unwelcome guest is by that moans also got rid of ! 

1 will now turn to certain special oh.ieclions which I have got to' urge 
against this Bill. Now this Bill I suppose aims at one of three things. 
First of all, it is aimed against the Soviet. Then it is aimed agaiiwt the 
doctrines of Communism, and thirdly, it is aimed against the propfigandists 
of Coinmunism. First let us take the Soviet. 1 sn])[)ose we are not at 
war with the Soviet. I do not know whether actual diplomatic relations 
exist‘between the British Empire and the Soviet, but T do know that 
sonietliing which is better than diplomatic relations doc.s exist, namely, 
exchange of commercial goods. They may have broken off diplomatic 
relations, but they have not l)rokcu oil commercial relations, I^fy friend. 
Mr. Belvi, has very clearly proved to this House by a niimber of quota¬ 
tions—he might have read further—that the Soviet is not the monster 
that it is depicted to he by interested parlies. (At? JIo??o?ir(thJr ?f('???hcr : 
“ Question.'’'!. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the theory of Coinmunism. it is after all only 
a theoiy, only a doctrine, a dogma at best. All new theories and all ne?v 
ideas are like children. We know wliat a child is ; it is full of animal-, 
ism ; it has got abundance of energy and n little tendeney towards mis¬ 
chief at limes. So this new idea of Communism lias got all these three 
ottribiites : it is full of animal spirits ; it has got abundant energy becau.'.c 
li is concentrated on one point ; and also it has a little mischief. But 
what I wish to .say is this : there is nothing unusual with this partipnlar. 
doctrine of Communism. It has been tlie ease with all doctrines and 
theorie.s, and therefore we .should he able to treat this dogma or doctrine 
as Ave have treated other doctrines in politics or economics. Take the case 
of the French Eevolution. The original doctrine of Eciunlity, Liberty 
find Fraternity must have been looked upon as very dangerous at one 
time ; and Avith some plausible reason because, as avc knoAv, the Frcneh 
Keyoliition began it.s career Avith red ruin. But after a time this mis- 
eliievou-s tendency, this energy, this animalism sj'jent itself and_ nlti- 
inately avo see a peaceful and Avell organised republic Avas established in 
France and indeed in many other countries in the Avorld. Therefore AA’hat 
looked at one time monstrous and vciy dangerous was ultimately found 
to be A^ery useful and serAieoable to society and is now acclaimed and 
welcomed by all the Avorld. * , - ' 

Sir "Victor Sassoon ; In their own country. • - 

IVIr. N. 0. Kelkar ; Even outside. ’What is Communism again ? It 
is only an adA'anced doctrine, slightlA’- adA’aneod upon Socialism. In'the 
previous .stages of the debate Mr."(la-vin-Jones pointed out that tbere Avas,.j. 
a difference betAveen Socialism and Communism and I admit that there is a, 
•difference ; but it is A^ery .slight. In England, for instance, we sec 
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(’Socialists and Communi.sts fairly mixed up together. (^ 7 ! Sonourahle 
Mcmher : “ No ”.) No one knows Avho is a Socialist and who is a Com¬ 
munist because there is a very thin line of difference between the two. 

An Honourable Member : There is a world of difference. 

Mr. N. C. Kelkar : Therefore, if Socialism which has been accepted 
thoroughly by England is not dangerous, I do not see why it should be 
pretended that Communism which is only the next advanced step should 
be debarred as dangerous. As Mr. Aney says, it is after all a question of 
time ; and howsoever rudely you may deal with new ideas and doctrines, 
ultimately they assert themselves and triumph, and I am absolutely cer¬ 
tain that this doctrine of Communism also, of course, so far as mj"" -wish 
goes, in its best elements onljq Avill ultimately triumph and prevail in 
tnc world. 

Mr. T. Gavin-Jones (United Provinces : European) ; Does the 
lionourable Member support the Third International ? 

Mr. N. C. Kelkar ; That has nothing to do with this. 

1 wish to advert to another point, Sir. It has been represented to us 
in the. first speech of the Honourable the Home lilember that Communism 
is something which is entirelj^ against the Indian religion and Indian cul¬ 
ture. Now, let us see hoiv far that is true. He says : 

‘ ‘ The ether items included, in this programme arc the overthrow of tlie feiid.al re¬ 
lations of the nationalisation of large enterprises, the confiscation from landlords of 
church and monastrial lands, and nationalisation of .all lands.” 

In the first place, I do not think that the Honourable the Home Member 
has fairly represented the doctrine of Communism. It does not go as 
fiir as that. But taking things bit by bit, let us first come to the feudal 
rdations. Now, Communism, it is said, deals very badly with feudal re¬ 
lations. But what about capitalism itself ? I will just quote to the 
IIou.se a passage to sliow how Capitalism dealt witli feudal relations. I 
am quoting from *' Religion and the Rise of Capitalism ’’ by Tawney. 
This is what he says : 

” In a famous passage of the Covimunist Manifesto, Marx observes that the hour- , 
gcoisie, wherever it got the upper hand, put an end to all feudal, patriarchal, idyllic • 
relath^ns, pitilessly tore asunder the motley feudal ties that bound man to his ‘ natural 
superiors and loft remaining no other bond between man and man tlian naked .sclf- 
iiitcrdst and callous cash payment.” 

That is tlie verdict of this author upon Capitalism. Now, what rea.son is 
tliere for the Honourable the Home Member to say that Communism will 
come into India and deal in.iuri 0 n.sl 3 ' ivith feudal relations ? Capitalism 
has already done that in other countries, and it has done the same thing 
in tiiis countiy also. 

' Sir Victor Sassoon : B 3 ’- what methods ? 

_Am Honourable Member ; B 3 ' money'. 

Mr. N. C. Kelkar : With regard to the other point raised in the 
Honourable Mr. Crerar’s speech, I mean the nationalisation of large en- 
ter])risSs, I ask in all earnestnes-s, what is wrong about it ? Are we not 
already' talking of nationalisation of large enterprises 1 Take the Rail¬ 
ways. for instance. Wliy did you go in for taking the Railwa.v.s into 
your own hands and running them as y'onr own industrial enterprise ? 
'why' were yon not content to loaA'c the administration to the railway’ com¬ 
panies ? That is nationalisation of one of the biggest industries in the 
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coimliy, and once you liave begun 'with that, I do not see AvJiy you .should 
stop at other thing.s witliin reasonable limits. 

Then with regard to the <|ueslion oi' the eonfiscalion of land.s from 
landlord.s, I do not think tliat Conimuni.sm preaehe.s confiscation of lands 
from landlord.s,..... 

Mr. T. Gavin-Jones : Of eonr.se, it doe.s. 

Mr. N. C, Kelkar ; It doe.s not. It only provides for common ad¬ 
ministration for j}arlienbn‘ I'ieces of land under a ]nirtieular system, for 
tilling by din'erenf tenants grouped together. It does nothing heyond 
that. Then come the cliureh and monastrial lands. Don’t we .see that 
already tiicro is a tendency, an accepted tendency, an acknowledged 
tendency, and an accomidished tendency also, to establish, if 1 may say 
so, disestablishment between the Church and the hstatc, a tendency to make 
the State and polities sceular instead of being mixed up with religion 1 
And if we have to make politics and the Stale .secular in.stcad of mixing 
them up witli religion, we liave actually to bring into operation the sepa¬ 
ration of the churches and monn.stenes from politics ajul .achieve di.s- 
establishmcnt of their i)roporly. the church and the monastrial lands. 

Then with regard to charity, even in India, which is of course a con¬ 
servative country so far as ])nl)lic charity is eoncerned, don’t we .sec that 
the face of cliarity is actually turned by this time, and instead of endow¬ 
ing monasteries and temples, cliarities have taken a new cour.se providing 
for only social service ratliev than those old methods of practical religion ? 
TlierefQVc, I say that the points made against Communism by the Honour: 
able hir. Crerar do not hold any water at all. Government have simpl>^ 
been hypocritical in putting forward those point.s, and in telling us, 
“ Ob. Communism is such a bad thing that we are going to give you pro-■ 
teetion against your.solf so far a.s Cojnmnnfsrn is concerned 
We have never asked for thi.s protection. Why should protection b~e 
thrust upon us ? Sir. Communism we :iU know is not exactly a new 
theory but it is as old as the hills. It is to be found in a form in Plato’s 
Republic, in Sir Thomas IMore’s Utopia, and later on coming to fltit'Corh 
kaAv League days, we find many rhymes about these Cf'mmunists 

‘ * tVIuat is a Coimmtni.st ? One that liath yearning.<; 

For equal clmsion of unequal earnings. 

Idler or burglar, or both, he is willing 

To fork out bis penny .and pocket your siiilling. ” 

(The Corn-law Khymcr’.s lines.) 

That was tlie idea held about a Couimmiist at that time. But in course 
of time, by the march of time, Communism has triumphed and it h.as ul¬ 
timately commended itself to the world at large. Communism js -nriw 
coming into its ov'A and is an aecomplLshcd fact. Now, Commnnism, 
we know, the Commnnists in Bnssia, for instance, show a new feature. 
They show discipline, thej’- show self-restraint. They sliow .self-denying 
ordinances. In my mind I can compare them Avith the Puritans under 
CromAvell of old, who would imiaose self-denying ordinances upon his 
folloAA’ers. Now, take the ea,se of these Communist.s. I haA’e read in a 
book that Lenin, the President of the Russian SoA’iet, actually lived upon 
£22 a month. Now, if that he a fact, does it not prove that tiiese Com¬ 
munist people have got a lining of spiritualism and religiousness in their 
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nninds and that they are not as sordid as they are represented to be “ 
{An Honoicrable Member : “ Anti aU other religions.”) Then, again, 
the Commitoists are not “irreligious ” in their intentions, and in regal’d 
to that I will just read out a passage to you from another book : 

“ Tims, ivliile the Communist Party opposes religion and inculcates its own philo- 
•sopliy of Historical Materialism, it preaches the religion of Social Service, and lives up 
to it with a more than religious fervour, and with a discipline which is higher than that 
imposed by any Church in the world upon its members.'’ 

Now if that be a faet, would j’-ou call Communism irreligious as it is said 
to be ? Then, with regard to its political tendencies, it is always repre¬ 
sented that, like the French Republic of old, the Soviet is going to make 
tvar upon the tvhole world. In that respect, I shall read a passage from 
a book about Russia : 

‘ ‘ All over Russia I found a great apprehension of war, and a passionate wish for 
peace which the Russians think will be denied them. ’ ’ 

You will see from this that it is the other nations that are forcing war 
upon Russia, not Russia which is forcing war upon other countries, and 
that the intentions of the Soviet are therefore peaceful. After all, whal 
is. Communism 1 It is onlj'^ aimed against Capitalism and not against 
capital. You can easily make the distinction between capital 
itself and Capitalism. Even in Russia I thing Lenin or his 
companions were not so foolish as to suppose that nations 
I'ould live without wealth and economic goods, or that economic goods and 
wealth could be produced without capital. Therefore, you cannot sup^ 
pose that in Russia tliey do not want capital : ivhat they do not want is 
■this vicious system of Capitalism. And with regard to the viciousness 
of; Capitalism as a system I will just quote to you a verj' higli authority, 
t^an whom there is no greater,—^Professor Keynes. This is what lie says 
about the capitalist system ; 

‘ ‘ Modern capitalism is absolutely irreligious, without internal union, -without much 
•9|fttblio spirit, often, though not always, a mere congeries of possessors aud pursuers.” 

Loolt at that description of Capitalism and let us see why it is wrong to 
preach against Capitalism, why it is wrong for Communists to pi’each 
their dpetrines against Capitalism as such and not capital. 

Then there is. one last point which I wish to' make and then I will sit 
down.' That is a special point. That point is that apart from other evils 
this 'Bill offends against the Indian sense of hospitality ! I tell you 
why. I have good reasons for it. What does this Bill want to do ? It 
■svanfs to penalise at our own hands visitors coming to India and teaching 
us new ideas. May I ask the House Avhether India has definitely and finally 
for ever set its face against the learning of new ideas, and why should 
we not show hospitality to those* people who, with a broader outlook than 
our,selves, with a broader vision and ampler knowledge than ourselves, 
comeTio India and teach new’’ideas ? This BiU wants to penalise such people 
at'our owui hands. Tlierefore it offends against our sense of hospitality. 
But what is the tradition of England itself in this respect ? Go to the 
history of the 19th century and what do .you find there ? England has 
given--not onty asylum but a hospitable home to republicans and revolu- 
tionaires of the word {An Honourable Member : “ To anarehi.sts ”.) — 
Mazzini, Garibaldi, Louis Kossuth, Karl Marx, and Prince Ea-opotkin ! 
These people were avowed republicans and revolutionaries vdio had 
acliieved something in their own' countries and then they went to seek 
]')i'otcction and asylum in England. England was a monarchical country 
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tlien, and if it did not want to 'spoil its monarchical ideas it should cer¬ 
tainly have closed its doors against those people. But far from doing 
60 , England received those people, welcomed those people, and even lionis¬ 
ed those peoi)le. And here by this Bill you want to shut our gates against 
preachers of new ideas and thrust protection upon us when we‘ai-'e not 
asking it ourselves. Now, take the case of even the present day England. 
Do not Communists live and flourish there ? Is there any law passed in 
England even now against Communists as such ? Who is Mr. Saklatvala 
who is a Member of Parliament ? I do not know whether he is called 
a lirown, yellow, red or green Communist, hut he is a Communist all the 
same, though he may be called by any of the colours of the rainbow. 

Now, Ave have been told by the Honourable the Home Member that trade 
unions are trj’ing to purge themselves of Communism. It may be true,, 
but by Avhat method—^that is the question. Trade unions are perfectly at 
liberty to discuss the merits and demerits of Communism and reject Com¬ 
munism if thc 3 ^ like, but the method is not bj^ the passing of a Bill like this. 
Therefore, my objection is, lear'e us to our oAvn common sense, and if we find 
anj'thing that is good in Communism ive ivill accept it ; if we find that 
Communism is objectionable, of course, Ave wiU let it doum ; aa'c Avill not 
accept it. But here you are thrusting protection upon us and that we resent 
as an insult to the intelligence of Ahe custodians of national common sense 
and discretion. You must leai^e that to us. Let the Ausitors come, let them 
teach us any doctrines or dogmas that they like. It is for us and not for the 
Government to sift and see which is to our good and AA’hich is not. So long, 
as Ave are not asking for protection oursehms, it is an insidt to our intelligence 
that this ])ro1ection should be thrust upon us, as if Ave Avere children who had 
no discerning intellect to see what Avas wrong and Avhat was right. Bnt Avhat 
is really at the bottom of all this is that Communism runs counter to Im-, 
perialism. And Avith regard to Imperialism I Avill ask the House, are we in 
favour of Imperialism 1 {Cries of “ No, no ” from the SA\'arajist and' 
Nationalist benches.”) We may hold allegiance to the Crown in a way—^I 
say in a way ; but are we really ” Imperial ”, and enthusiastic about 
holding up Imperialism ? {Some Ronoiira'ble Members : “ No, no. ”) 
We are for breaking up that sort of Empire because the latest word in 
Avoi’ld polities to-day is “ CommonAA’ealth ”, not “ Imperialism ”. There¬ 
fore, let that commouAvealth be established in this country, let ns be 
friends Avith England and the Colonies and. ^ , 

Mr. President : Order, order. If the Honourable Member is going 
to he long, he might continue to-morroAAL 

Mi\ N. 0. Kellsar : I Avill just fiuish,» Sir, by draAving your attention 
to one small qnota'tiion : that is a kind of Avarning Avhich Goveimineut 
must hold before their eyes. 

An Honourable Member Hoav many quotations Avill jmn give ns ? 

N. C. Ke^ar : An^’- scheme of Communism is regarded as 
devilish and Satanic, but here is what this author saj^s : 

“ The Prince of Darkness has a right to a courteous hearing and a fair trial,” 

—even a Prince of Darkness, I say— 

“ and those Avho Avill not give him his due are Avont to fmd that, in the long run, he 
turns the tables by taking his due and something over. Oominon sense and a respect 
WT realities are not less graces of the spirit than moral zeal. The paroxysms of vir¬ 
tuous fury, ivith Avhich the children of light denounced each new Auctory of economic 
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enterprise as yet another stratagem of Mammon, disabled them for the ataff-work of 
their campaign, which needs a cool head as well as a stout heart. Their obstinate re¬ 
fusal to revise old formulae in the light of new facta exposed them helpless to a 
counter-attack, in which the whole fabric of their philosophy, truth and fantasy alike, 
was oveiwhelmed together. They despised knowledge, and knowledge destioyed them.” 

This is from “ Keiigioii and the Rise of Capitalism ", by Tatvney. I would 
draw attention to the eonelnding ivords, “ They de.siiised knowledge, and 
knowledge destroyed them ”, 

Several Honourable Members : I move that tlie question be now put. 

Colonel J. D. Crawford CBengal : European) .- Sir, it is with some 
diffidence that I rise aft'er listening to the arguments of my old friend, 
the Honourable Mr. Kelkar, whose lecture made me feel I was back in 
his little room at Poona discussing and arguing on military problems. 
My Honourable friend lias been loud in bis praise of Communism. I 
asked my Honourable friend, klr. Srinivasa Iyengar, the other day liow 
long he had been in Russia in order to enable me to judge how long lie 
had had to make up his mind regarding the benefits of Communism. 

It may interest the House to know that I myself actually held at one 
time a temporary commission in the Red Caucasian Army and I also 
filled the role of Food Controller to the Russian Government at Baku 
along with my friend, Monsieur Roldin, who had been in Siberia for 
20 years. Now these Communist leaders are admirable men but idealists; 
but, exactly as my Honourable friend Pandit Madan Mohan Malavijm 
Said the other day, Ihoir theories are impracticable. Sir, it Is not 
possible to make every man equal in health, culture and physical strength. 
These are matters that are beyond the reach of mere legislation, il re¬ 
member, Sir, as an example of how unpractical their ideals -'were, that 
one of the points raised was that the physical beauty of Russian ladies 
should not be entirely at the disposal of the upper privileged classes 
but that it should -equally be placed at the-disposal of the proleta!rait ; 
the necessary law was passed.- -However, there was a feminist move¬ 
ment Avhicli said that what was sauce for the gander was sauce for ithe 
goose ; and they'said, ivhy/should not we, old and perhaps not ipleasant 
looking ladies, be eutilled to have our selection of the men ? Needless 
to say, the law was immediately rescinded. But really the crux of iJie 
■matter is, how do these irten hope to arrive at their ideal goal of Coin- 
muiiism ? And they told me. Time and time again the}’' said. " Colonel 
Crawford, the only way to build up a new world is to de.stroy the old, 
to destroy all Ihe civilizations that exist in the world and re.start aa-ain." 
And that is wha't! they-did in Russia, They destroyed their religiou.s 
institutions and they de.stroyed many thousands of lives. And that is 
what they would do in ever}' country -before they started to build up 
again. And after all that horror my Honourable friend Mr. Si’i- 
nivasa Iyengar comes back from Russia and tells us, they have at last 
possibly arrived at a measure of political and religious freedom very 
far behind what we have in this country to-day. (An Honoti-ralle Mcm- 
her : “ What year were you in Russia 1 ") In 1918. But the point is' 
that their idea of getting to their goal is to-destroy all 'that exi.sts. 
They are .fanatics and idealists. You may go and talk to them and find 
them very pleasant men. But they are not practical men ; 'they are 
dangerous fanatics who would destroy the existing system of'society. 
There are many people in this House who cannot read the ivriting.on 
the wall ; yet for the last six months I thinlr any man with intellect-and 
L152LA - 
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a knowledge of Indiia would liave said to himself, " What is at the 
bottom of all this trouble going on ? ” It is unlike Indians. You are 
aU non-violent, and yet there has been violence, a great deal of violence 
and unrest amongst the laboiu'ing clas.ses. What is underneath all 
that ? Men who have been in touch with it say that there are behind 
this movement Red Communists in India, men whoso sole de.sire is to 
prolong strikes, to create and develop unx’est wherever they can, and 
those are the men you have to watch. 

Another argument brought forward by the Opjiosition Benches is 
one that appeals to me—^it is that Government have already powers to 
deal with this menace. Now I suggest that the very nature of the Bill 
shows that the powers that exist, Avith the exception of Regulation III, 
are not adequate to deal Avith the problem. 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi (Burma : Non-European) : What about 
the Foreigners’ Act ? , 

, Colonel J. D. CraAvford : The Foreigners’ Act equally does not meet 
the actual position. What'does Government come to you and say ?_ 
They say, “ If we had the evidence tliat Ave could lay before a court, that 
Avould be the natural course for us to adopt ”. We have had this argu¬ 
ment out on the floor of this House before. If you have any knoAvledge 
of the sources of information Avhieh re.st in your hands—information as 
to AA’’hat is going on in the secret world—CA’^erybody must, I think, rea¬ 
lize that if you handle that information badly you expose your sources 
of information. ' ' " # 

Mr, Jehangir K. Munshi Have you read the Foreigners.’ Act ? 

. ' 1 < t ' 

Colonel J. D. CraAvford : I heard the Honourable Member expound 
the Foreigners’ Act the other day. The point is that you are not in a 
position to place your eAudense before a court of law. If you do so, you 
expose your sources of information. But the answer alAvays comes from 
that side that the sotu'ces of information which the Government hat'^e 
are tainted and unreliable. Noav, Sir, if any gentleman in this House 
had had any experience of intelligence Avork he Avould knoAV that 
an intelligence officer gets a bit of information from one source ‘but 
he does not immediately .accept that as fact. He places it on re¬ 
cord as an interesting item, and it is not until that particular 
item has been confirmed from other sources entirely unconnected 
is he prepared to .say that that is a fact. And surely the '.Judges 
that you are now providing for in the Bill AA'^ill be able to tell 
whether those sources, of information AA’-hich Government has are .such 
as to confirm the fact or Avhether they are tainted and tlierefore un¬ 
reliable. Surely you cannot expect that those sources of information 
should be disclosed to Members here. My friend Mr. Joshi appears to 
liave no particular reason for voting against this Bill ; his real reason 
appears to me 'fo be one.•. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : Where did yon 
learn this ? . 

Colonel J. D. CraAvford : I am giving you my appreciation of your 
position. It appears to me to be considered mainly with the funds 
coming to India from Russia and he would Yery much like to have those 
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funds EA’^ailable to him for the very excellent Avork which he is doing on 
behalf of labour. Were he to declare himself on the floor of thi.s House 
that he is definitelj' frightened of the Eed agents now Avorldng with liim, 
naturally the funds from Russia would dry up ; and I quite appreciate 
his position. Unfortunatelj’’ that is .so. But there is the point. You 
have to-day a menace in India which, fi-om what Sir Victor Sassoon has 
told us of China, is an insidious disease. There you had tlie old. system 
of ancestor worship which manj’^ believed could resist this menace of 
Bolshevism. China used the Communists for their oAvn ends but, have 
found that they have destroyed a good deal of their country and that 
they had to destroy very many lives to check the movement ; and even 
to-day the movement has not stoitped. The same may happen in India 
and I think will happen unless we take the ueccssarj' steps to remove 
those whose sole idea is to create unrest and to destroy the existing 
struciure in order to build a new world out of the ruins. 

There is only one point and that is one made bj' Sir Pursholamdas 
Thakurdas tvitli which I am in sjnnpathy. lie said that the European 
British Communists are onlj'" a portion of the menace. You have already 
Indian Communists in India. lie asked what Government was going to do 
with them. TJiat is a reasonable argmuent. Don’t deal with it half¬ 
heartedly ; deal with the whole of it ; and I would like very much to know 
what Government are proposing to do rvith the Indian section of Com¬ 
munists. But because Government arc not bringing their detailed 
scheme of that porton in i'ront of us, it appears to me no reason why we 
should turn down the half that is there which is not oppressive. It will 
g1) a long way to save India from very real trouble in the future. If 
these men come here from England let us tell them to go and conduct 
their propaganda in countries wlierc it is more acceptable and let us 
then deal Avith Indian Communists inside India, 

I therefore trust, uoav ’that adequate safeguards have been added 
to the Bill, that the House will accept the BiU. 

(Some Honourable Members moA'ed that the question bo put.) 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Azini (Chittagong Division : hluhammadau Rural) : 
Sir, I confess that it is not possible for me at this late stage to reply seria¬ 
tim to the speeches of mj'^ Honourable friends ojAposito ; and I feel. Sir, 
hoAvever right and logical they might aiJiJcar to me from a certain stand¬ 
point they perhaps will not fit in with the ideas and ideals of my friends, and 
as such I shall not quarrel Avith them on that account. It seems to me. Sir, 
that what has been troubling my friends opposite is sheer zid. I iiersonal- 
ly have great respect for many gentlemen sitting on the opposite side and 
I feel at times that thej' must have some soft corner for the good of their 
country in their heart. The Honourable the Leader of the Swaraj Party 
opined that they are fighting this Bill on principle. But the Honourable 
Pandit very conveniently forget.s tliat when the question of “ Moslem 
and other minoritj" representation ” comes in, his principles fly 
out b 3 ’- the back-door. He is not fighting for anj- principle but for paA'ing 
the Avaj’’ for revolution in this countiy Avith “ out-sidc ’’ help. I 
am certain anj* responsible GoA-ernment Avill take notice of this threat. 
He at times behaA'cs lilie a child, and aa’c feel absolutelj' bcAvildered at it. 
Perhaps this might be due to mj’ j-oung age that I feel so. 1 find him talk¬ 
ing like a child on very vital and important matters at times. 
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iSomc of us wlio liiive followorl ilic (loljalc.s lion; calnjly and dispas¬ 
sionately feel that tlie jjassa^'O of Hds Hill by liie Lcfji.slalive Assembly will 
not in any way injure our ])rc.sti}j:e or complieate onr relations with any¬ 
body in this world. An Honourable <rcntleman on the opposite .side lia.s 
just said that if we .stoj) this sort of ho.spitalily by lefrislation, perhaps 
our friendly relations with others in this world mi<xht be jeopardised. (If 
eour.se J am not a believer in that kind of thing. If, as you .say, Sir, that 
we arc the inheritor.s of great traditions, if the time comes, perhaps as the 
result of peaceful evolution, we .shall be able to come to our own. But 
to bring arguments in a childish manner as is being done by some of oui 
friend.s”o]iposi(e jiasses my comprehension, and my respect for them dimi- 
ni.shcs in that proportion. 

Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar calls this measure a very rej)ressive one. 
Whom does it reprcs.s ? I do not know; wdiat love, what ideas he luis of 
other places beyond the frontier.s of India, f am certain’ he lias not taken 
tlie trouble, on account of his caste prejudice, to cross the kaln pani. If 
he had an idea of the things prevailing after the European war all over the 
Continent of Europe and other parts of Asia he wmuld not have called 
this measure repressive. Pray may T a.sk him, whom does it alfcet ? 
Here wm huA'C been listening ad nausenht to the speuehes on this Bill, which 
providi's that it will stop the coming into this countrj- of people wiio arc 
not the inhabitants of this land and arc lio,stile to its peaceful evolution. 
Evidently the Government of India have in their possession informatinji 
w’hich they, for reasons of State, cannot bring forward for tlie public 
gazo—cogent reasons -which have caused them to bring in a measure of this 
nature. • 

Mr. Srinivasa Ijmngar has very great objection -with regard to clause 
8, or .some other clause, in wdiich the oficndcr has the privilege of being, 
tried before three Ses.sions Judge.s, and later on on (juestions of Ltw 
and fact before the High Court. Of course I do not know if he, as an 
eminent lawyer, had taken this plea before a trying court, wdiat would 
have been the result of it. He is of opinion that the District Judges 
are recruited by the Government of India and being a subordinate agency 
will not be in a position to give impartial verdicts on a question of this 
dimension. I would refer him to the “ Lost Dominion Avherc the author 
opines that Indianisation of the higher services “ have run mad ” ail’d as 
such politically minded Indian agitatoi’S should not fear for the decisions 
of political cases by them in the future. * ’ 

Onte Honourable Member has called the Government timid. I think 
I agree with him there absolutely. To mj' mind these measuVes are over¬ 
due. (Ironical Cheers from the Opposition Benches). Tf this Bill liad 
been oil the Statute-book six or seven months before, I can assure you. 
Sir,' there w-ould not have been any instance of the sabotage that is going 
on' in Southern India and in my part of the country. Thousands liave lost 
their lives, and Mr. Joshi brags’ that he had money from Moscow’ in cOn- , 
nection wdth these labour troubles. Sir, certainly any sensible man wmulcl' 
blame the Government of India on this score. It does not ])ay. Sir, to have 
hunger and strikes’ at one aiid the same time. 

Mr. Kclkar in the last part of his s]ieech said that it will violate the 
canons of Indian hospitality if some of the undesirable foreigners arc IvC])t 
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off from their mischievous activities in tiiis country. Of course, as one 
■who has seen a little bit of this world, I can assure you. Sir, that really 
Mr. Kelkar did not have that idea in his mind at all. On the whole 
what seems to me is this, that my Honourable friends have not got the 
courage of their convictions to .stand on their feet and say we def}' you. 
It is simply camouflage all round. They bring in aU sorts of absurdities 
by Avay of arguments which would carry no conviction to any unbiassed 
mind. They have no courage to say that they can do without the British. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Do not teach courage to these Benches ; 
learn it youi*self. 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : The Ilonourable gentleman, Sir. Kelkar, tried 
his best to give us a nice picture of that demon which is known as Com¬ 
munism. Though it is a nice picture, it wull not deceive anybody in the 
House ; perhaps it has deceived Mr. Kelkar himself. We here, fortunately 
or unfortunately, have got to live. If most illogically and in season and 
out of season yon go on quarrelling with the Government established ,by 
law, I do not know what will be our po.sition in the years to come. 

Some gentlemen have also questioned the necessity of this Bill in tlie 
public interest. They do not know even from their own standpoint 
what the public interest is. May I not ask the Opposition whether it is 
not the duty of a Government to sec that life and property are saved, to 
see that property is not looted and burnt and that there is no danger to 
life. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Can pi'operty be legally burnt and lives 
^akeh away ? 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim : If this is the mcntalitj- wfliich my Ilonourable 
friends opposite are obsessed with and if they continue in this obsession, 
then tliis country of ours will go to rack and ruin, and I w'isb them luck. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : I move that the question be now put. 

Mr. President : I had allowed Ilononrable IMembers to discuss 
this Bill for four days on the motion for reference to the Select 
Committee and the House has discussed this motion for the whole day. 
It is time now that .the House should come to a decision. The question 
is : 

“ That the question be now put.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Mr. President, as you, Sir, 
pointed out, the debate has already been very prolonged and at this 
stage it is not my intention to prolong it furtlier to a very consider¬ 
able extent. I have a very few observations to make, which before 
the House proceeds to vote, I would a.sk it to take into veiy grave 
consideration. 

It appears to me that the criticism.^ wbicli have been made upon {he 
motion which I moved to-daj' fall, broadly .speaking, into two categories. 

■ First of all there is the category of criticisms Avhicb, in my humble ,iudg- 
ment, is unwilling to face the facts. The other category of criticism is 
that which attacks the Bill because it is not Avhat it does not purport to 
he. 'Willi regard to the first of lhe.se fivo categories of objections I have 
the following observations to make. The Honourable and learned gentle¬ 
man from Madras alleged that the Bill had the effect of penalising ideas 
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[J\Ir. J. Cm-ar.] 

and ideals wliicli are iierL'ectiy legiliinale. Well, Sij-, in tlic first inslance, 
I have to point out that the Bill docs not ])cnali.se ideas or ideals at all. 
There are certain ideas underlying Ihe activities defined in clause 2 of the 
Bill. There are no douht ideas undcidying those movoinenls and those 
activities ; but if the'definition ^vhic^l is attached to each of these clauses is 
carefullj" considered I venture to saj^ there is no IIonoura])le iMeniber in 
the House who can return a fair verdict that those ideas are legitimate. 
Moreover, what the Bill is intended to check is not more i)ropagation of 
doctrines hut also the attempt to put them into active operation. It is 
idle to saj"-, as I think was the burden of hlr. Kelkarts argument, that 
Communism is all a matter of theory. On the contrary it ha.s been over 
and over again avowed by its advocates that it sets out on perfectlj- de¬ 
finite lines to produce'perfectly definite results conimonlj' expressed in 
the phrase ; “ The destruction of the bourgeois State and the dictatoi’- 
ship of the Proletariat”.' Tho.se, Sir, are ])erfccfly definite dc.signs. 
Thej" are accompanied by perfectly' definite activities and they are in¬ 
tended to arrive at a perfectly definite end Avhieh is by no means com¬ 
patible with the rosy vicw.s exime.ssed by some of the Honourable hlem- 
bers opposite. 

Now, Sir, as regards the nature of the measure itself I have been 
criticised on the ground thal T roj)resonL tlial this sim])le and restrictive 
measure is going to have consequences out of all jn-oportion to it-s 
provisions, that this simple and restricted measure is going to he a com¬ 
plete panacea for all the dangers which I i)oinfed out at greater length 
in my opening speech. It is not intended to be a imnacea. It sets out 
to-deal with a certain limited aspect of the que.slion. That a.speet of the 
question is one of immediate and pressing importance. It has been ob¬ 
jected to the Bill that it does not set oul a regular judicial procedure. As 
I have already pointed out, and as ha.s been pointed out by several 
Honourable hleinhers who have spoken very ably in sujiporl of ray 
motion, the Bill relates quite definitely, quite avowedly, to a form of 
executive action and although the Select Committee imimrted certuin 
safeguards against the summary or anisgiiided exercise of those powers, 
the Bill in its essence is a measure giving the ISxecutive Governanent 
certaiai executive powei’S ; and (he criticism that it docs aiot follow all 
the regular methods of judicial procedua-e really is aai eaatirely irrelevant 
criticism. 


i\r ^ detain the House aaiy furthei*. I ask all Honourable 

leaiibers to look at this question in a stidctly aaad sea'erely laractieal 
spirit. 1 ask them to weigh the ai-guments and evidence I have laid before 
existence of a state of alfairs which is dangerous in 
1 se and which contains even graver laotcntialitics for the future. ' That 
^ position, I submit, has not really been cffeetivclj^ eontroveaded. 
i consider that the criticism which, as I said, has been to 
is sucli as to di.stnrb the view’s which the Gov- 
Hnneo-U t ^ deliberation have ventured to lay before the 

Avitli the nature of the poivers w’hich are essential to deal 

Shi fnlri 1“'. Members to give the greatest 

I have moved • Considerations and to vote for the motion .Avhieh 
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Mr. President : The question is : 

“ Tliat the Bill to provide for the iciiioval from Biitibli India in certain ca.se.s of 
persons not being Indian Biiti.sli subjects or subjects of States in India, as reported 
by the Select Coniniittcc, be taken into consideration.” 

The As.senibly clitacled : 

(After’ the division papers liad been lianded in to llie Sec¬ 
retary of tlie Assembly and Bdiilc Ihej’ were being scrutinised bj' 
him, Sir James Simpson came into the Chamber througli the ante-door 
behind the President’s Chair and approached the Secretary’s table.) 

1 

Mr. President : ■ It is very wrong for the Honourable Member to 
come into this Chamber in this way.; I think the Government should sec. 
to this. It is entirely wrong for Honourable Members to come througli 
another door after the lobby 'doors' have been closed. 


AYES-tCI. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 
Abdul Qairuin, Kavab Sir Salnbzada. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Naair-ud-din. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Alc-xandor, IMr. William. 

Anvar.ul.Azim, Mr. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmed,' Khan Bahadur 
Kavabzada Saiyid. , 

Bajpai, Mr. G-. S. 

Bliarucha, Mr. S. M. , 

Blmto, Mr. W. W. Illahibakali. 

Bower, Mr. E. II. hi. 

Bray, Sir Denys. 

.Oiiabners, Mr. T.iA. 

Chatter joe, The Revd. J.'C. 

Coafnian, Mr. ‘-T. 

Coelcc, Mr. II. G. 

Cjav.foAl,' Colonel .1. D. - 
Crernr; Tlio Ilonouiable Mr. .T. 

Dakhan, Mr. W. hi. P. Ghulam Kadir 
Khan. 

Dalai, Sardar Sir Bomanji. 

Gavin Jones, Mr. T. 

Ghaznufar Ali Khan, Mr. 

Ghiiziiavi, hlr. A. H. 

Gidncy, Liont.-Colonel H. A. J. 

Gour, Sir Ilari Singh. 

Graham, hlr. L. 

ITczlctt, Mr. .1. 

Ilira Singh, Brar, Sardar Bahadur, 
Honorary Captain. 

Hydcr, Dr. L. K. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 


Jowahir Singh, Sardar B.ahadnr Sardar. 
King, Mr. C. M. 

MeWatters, The Honourable -Mr. A. C. 
hlitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Mulmmmad Nawaz Khan, Sardar. 
Mnkherjee, Mr. S. C. 

Pai.sons, Mr. A. A. L, 

Eafiijue, Mr. Muhammad. 

R.aghavayyn P.antiihi Gnrn, Diwnii Balni' 
dur T. 

Eahlmtulla, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim. 

Itaiiiy, Tlie Honourable Sir Gcoige. 
R-aj.'ih, Rao Bahadur jM. C. 

.Ran’, hfr. H. Shankar. 

Rogers, hfr. P. G. 

Roy; hfr. IC. 0. 

Roy, Air. S. N. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Tarit Bliiisan. 

Sa<'soon, Sir Yielor. 

Rliah N.'iv.az, Jli.an -Mohammad. 
Slmmaldhari Lall, Mr. 

Shillidj, Ml. J. A. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Singh", Raja Raghunandan Prasad. 
Stonart, Mr. J. A. 

Suhrawardy, Di. A. 

Sykes, Mr. E. P. 

Webb, Mr. M. 

Yakub, hLaulvi hluhamniad. 

Yamin Khan, hlr. Muhammad. 

Toung, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Alj Khan, Navab Sir. 
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Abdul Miitiii CliauilhurT, Ivliiulvi. 

>li’. C. DurniBWiuiiy. 

Alley, Air. Al. S. 

Ayyang.ir, Mr. Jv. V. Rangaswanii. 
AvyaiiK.'ir, Mr. M. S. Seslia. 

Behi, Mr. I). V, 

Hlinrgava, Pandit Tlialuir Das. 

Birla, Air. Glian.sliyaiii I)a.s. 

Cliotty, Air, It. K. SlianmiiWiani. 
Olmndcr, Air. Nirnml Chunder. 

D,n.s, Air. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakaiitlm. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Natli. 

Dutta, Air. Srlsh Cliaiidra. 

Fnrookhi, Mr. Abdul Latif Salicb. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Ilaji, Air. Sarabliai Nemcliand. 

Iswar Saran, Alunsbi. 

Iyengar, Air. A. Eangnswaiui. 

Iyengar, Air. S. Sriniva.sa. 

.Tnynknr, Air. AI. B. 

Jogiali, Air. Varnliagiri Venkata. 

Joshi, Air. 3Sr. AI. 

Kartar Singh, Sardar, 

Kolkar, Mr. N. C. 

Kidwai, Mr. Rad Ahmad. 

Kuti'/tu, Pandit Hirday Nath, 
liahiri Ciiaudhuiy, Air. Dhirciidra 
Kanta. 

Jja.ipat Bai, L.ala. 

Lalcdiand Navalrai, Air. 


Alalaviyn, Pandit Madun Alohan. 

Mehta, Mr, .Tajimnda.i AI, 

Ali.sra, Air. Dwarka Pra-sad. 

Alilra, Air, >Satyendra Cliaiulra. 

Alooitje, Dr. B, ,S. 

AInkhtar Singh, Mr. 

AIuMHlii, Air, «T. K, 

Alurtiira Saheb Balaulur, Maulvi Saiyyid. 
Naidii, Air. B. 1'. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Neogy, Air. K. C. 

Pandya, Air, Vidya Sagar, 

Prakasain, Mr. T, 

Pursliotamdas Tliakiirdas, Sir. 

Ilang.a Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Ran, Air. G. Sarx'otham. 

Roy, Air, Bliabcndrn Cliandra. 

Sarda Rni Sahib llnrhila.i. 

Shafee, AlauU'i Aloliammad. 

Shervaui, Air. T, A. K. 

Siddiqi, Mr, Abdul Qadir, 

Singh, Kumar Raniinjaya. 

Singli, Air. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

Singh, Air. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Kumar G.anganand. 

Sinha, Mr. Rajivaranjan Pniaad. 

Sinha, Air. Siddheaivar. 

Tirloki Nath, Lala. 

Tok Kyi, D. 

Yusuf Imam, Mr. 


Mr. President : Tliere is an equality of votc.s ; G1 against G1. My 
own opinion is that, if any Parh' or any indiAudual 'Memher seolts to put 
such an extraordinary measure on tlie Statute-book, he mu.st pei-suadc 
the Iloirse and get a ma.iority in his own favour. Tlie Honourable tlio Ifome 
]\[em])er lias failed to secure a clear ma.iority in bis favour and cannot 
expect the Chair to give its easting vote in favour of the motion. I there¬ 
fore give my casting A'ote for the “ Noes ” and declare : 


AYES—Cl. 

NOES—02. 

The motion was negatived. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tnosdav, tlK> 
25th September, 1928, ' 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEACBLY. ’ 

Tuesday, 35th Septemler, 1928. 


The iissembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock. 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

t924* to 926'*. 

Disohaege of Babu Bankim Chandra Muxeejee, a Clerk in the District 

Loco Superintendent’s Office, Eastern Bengal Railway, Dacca. 

927. *Mr. N. M. Joshi ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
reasons for the discharge of Babu Bankim Chandra Mukerjee, a clerk in 
the District Loco. Superintendent’s Office, Eastern Bengal Railway, 
Dacca ? 

(&) Is it a fact that Babu Bankim Chandra Mulcerjee was paid after 
his discharge full retiring gratuity as well as full provident fund money 
with interest and bonus ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Babu Banldm Chandra Mulierjee rendered a total 
service of 20 years 4 months and 23 days 1 

(d) Is it a fact that the District Loco. Superintendent, Dacca, while' 
writing to the Loco. Superintendent, Kanchrapara, for granting retiring 
gratuity to Babu Bankim Chandra Mukerjee certified that his service 
was good, efficient, faithful and continuous ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the following remarks were given by the District 
Loco. Superintendent,"Dacca, and countersigned by the Loco, and Carn¬ 
age Superintendent, Kanchrapara, in the service certificate No. 54 which 
was granted to Babu Bankim Chandra Mukerjee after liis discharge : 

‘ ‘ Efficiency—^Fair, 

General Conduct—Good. ”? 

(f) Is it a fact that Babu Bankim Chandra Mukerjee’s request for 
•communicating to him the charges and faults for which he was so dealt 
with was not granted by the railway authorities ? 

(g) Is it a fact that Babu Bankim Chandra hlukerjee submittea au 
uppeal against the alleged injustice done to him to the Railway Board 
through the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, and that this appeal was 
withheld ? If so, why ? 

(h) Will Government kiudly state whether they propose to reinstate 
Babu Bankim Chandra Mukerjee ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no information beyond that 
contained in the apjieals submitted to them direct by Babu Bankim 

tFor these questions, see at the end of the list of starred questions for the 
•day. , . 

( 1385 ) 
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Chandra Muherjee. Tliey repret lhal tliey arc not prepared fo make 
enipiiries into this matter wliieli is within the coiniielenee of the. j\{'ent. 
If it is e,orrect timt the pentloman named was disclifir>red under the 
terms of his agreement, no appeal lay to the Itailway Board. 

1928^-929*. 


QUESTIONS NOT PUT AT THE iMBETINO, OWING TO 
ABSENCE OP THE QUESTIONER, WITH ANSWERS TO 
SAIyiE. 


THE 

THE 


Holidays, Leave, etc., of the PiECE-WonKr.ns or the Govehyment of 

India Press at Calcutta. 

924. =i-Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Have the Government 
arrived at am' final decision in regard to questions of holidays, leave, etc., 
cf the piece-workers of the Government of India Pre.s.s at Calcutta ? If .so, 
what is that decision ? 

(5) Is it a fact that the binder.s in tlie Government of India Press, 
Simla, are .salaried hands, whereas their hretliren in the Government of 
India Pre.sse.s, Calcutta and DeDii. work on the piece-rate system ? 

(c) If the reply to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Honourable ^fem- 
ber be pleased to state the reasons therefor 7 

(d) Is it a fact that in the Simla Monotype Pre«s the eompositor.s are 
salaried hands 7 If .so, what is the reason for maintaining the Calcutta: 
section still on the piece-rate system ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. 0. McWalters : {a) Yes. The ordons regard¬ 
ing the grant of leave to picce-w'orkers are contained in the Finance 
Department Re.solnt'ion No. F.-n9-R.J.|28. dated the 6th Scjifember 1928, 
which wa.s publi.shed in the Gazette of India of the 8th Sept ember. A 
oopj' of the oi'ders regarding holidays in the Government of India Pres.sesr 
is liciiig forwarded to the Honourable jMcmber for his information. 

. -{!)) and (c). Binders in the Government of India Presses at Simla and 
Delhi are salaried bands. Avbereas the binders in tlie Calcutta Press are 
paid at piece-rate-s. The difference in the .system of payment is due to the 
fact that the nature of the work in the two former Presse.s does not admit 
of payment* at piece-rales. 

(d) Ihe Simla Monotype Press lias been merged in the Government 
of India Press, Simla. The oomjio.silors in ilie Simla Press are salaried 
hands and are employed ehiefiy on correction worlt though they are also, 
if necessary, required to do iiand composition. In Calcutta, the hand 
composition is the main work of tlie compositor in the band composing 
section. 


Number of Royal Engineer Officers employed on the North AVesteen 

Rahavay. 

926. C. S. Ranga Iyer : («) Will Government please give the 

number of Royal Engineer officers employed on the North AVestern Rail¬ 
way 7 

(5) Is'it not a fact that these Royal Engineer officers are meant for 
bnployment on the frontier or for active •Inly 7 

tFoT these questions, see at the end of the list of st.arred qitcstiou.s for the 
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(c) 'Will Government please state bow many of these Royal Engineer 
offieei’s are emploi'ed at the Head Office and how many on frontier duty ? 

(c7) Is it a fact that the Royal Engineer officers predominate in the 
Head Office ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) 18. 

(h) No. 

(c) There are 5 Royal Engineer officer.s ah the headquarters of the 
Railway and 4 on the frontier. 

(d) No. 

Employment of Royal Engineer Officers on the North Western 

Railway. 

926. ^Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Is it a fact that all the important 
posts on the North-Western Railway, such as, the Agent, Chief Operating 
Supei'intondent, Chief Engineer, Deputy Chief Engineer, Statistical 
Officer, etc., in the Head Office are filled by Royal Engineer officers ? 

(6) Will Government please state wlielhcr non-Royal Engineer offi¬ 
cers were available for these and other posts occupied 1)3^ Eo^’al Engineer 
officers at the Head Office ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : («) The posts mentioned bj’- tlie Honourable- 
Member happen at present to be filled b.v Roj'al Engineer Officers. 

(b) These are selection posts and the most suitable officers ai*e 
apjiointed to fill them, irrespective of whether they belong to the Corps 
of Ro^ml Engineers or not. 

Number of Applications received from Students in Ajmer-Merwar.v 

DURING THE LAST ThREE YeARS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS TO STUDY AGRICUL¬ 
TURE, Mining, Engineering, eto. 

928. *Rai Sahib ’Harbilas Sarda : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the number of applications which were received in the office of 
the Superintendent of Education, Ajmer-Merwara, from students in 
Ajmer-Merwara, during the last three years for the grant of seliolarships 
to studj’^ Agriculture, Mining, Engineering, etc., the number in which 
replies were sent from that office and the number in which no reiilies were 
sent in spite of reminders ? 

(b) Is it a fact that in some cases the students who applied for 
scholarships have either completed their education or joined tiie institu¬ 
tions for attending which thej' applied for scholarships and no replies 
have 3 'et been sent to them ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of Education, Ajmer-Merwara, 
acted as the Adviser of that province for students going to England 
during the ab.senee on leave of the permanent Adviser ? Is it a faeb that 
no replies were sent from his office to students who asked for advice this 
3 ’ear, and one of the students has aetuallj’- left for England and the advice 
which he sought did not reach him till the daj* of his embarkation from 
Bombaj^ ? If so, do Government propose to make prosier arrangements 
to give necessary advice to the students promptly ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Enquiries'have been made and the information 
will be supplied to the Honourable IMeniber later. 

L154Ii.A a2 
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Permanent Location ok the Headquarters of the Indian 

Stores Department. 

929. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will Government please 
etate whether any decision ha,s been arrived at regarding the jiermanent 
location of the hendqunriers of the Indian Stores Department f If bo, 
where is it proposed to be ? If no tleci.sioii has yet been arrived at, when 
is the question likely to be settled ? 

(Z>) Ls it a fact that the Indian Stores Department will move fo Simla 
next year ? If so, will Government please state why it is found ncce.s- 
sary for this Department to move between Simla and Delhi and what is 
the extra expense involved in such moves ? 

(c) Do Government iiropose to fix the headquarters of the Indian 
Stores Department at a place of commercial importance like Calcutta or 
Bombay ? 

(i) Is it a fact that the Audit Office of the Indian Stores Depart¬ 
ment has been located at Delhi while the Indian Stores 
Department is likely to continue its move between Simla and 
Delhi ? 

(it) Is it a fact that the Stores Purchase Committee strongly recom¬ 
mended that the Indian Stores Department and its Audit 
Office should work side by .side ? H so. do Government 
propo.se to keep the Indian Stores Department also in Delhi, 
pending the final decision on the question of the location 
of its jicrmanont iieadquarters ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. C. MeWatters : (a) No. 1 am unable to say 
■definitely when the question will be settled. . . - 

(b) Yes,.- for reasons of administrative convenience. The direct 
^saving on travelling allowances. Dellii Camp allowances, tlie carriage of 

records and rent in -Simla would probably- be in the neighbourhood of 
Hs. 70,000 auimally, and (fovoi'iiment would receive some additional rent 
in Delhi. But there would he additional expenditure in some other direc¬ 
tions and it is not possible to give aii exact figure. 

(c) In deciding (he question of the permanent location of the Indian 
Stores Department, the relative incrit.s of places of commercial importance 
will be taken into eon.sidcration. 

(?) Tl has been decided to locate the office of the Audit Officer. 
Indian Stores Department, permanently at Delhi, As stated 
in reply to part («), rhe que.^tion of the pei-manont location 
of the Indian Store.s Dexiart-ment has not yet been decided. 

(h) The Stores Purchase Committee contemxilated the establish¬ 
ment of an “ Accounts section ” as an integral jiart of the 
Headquarters’ establishment of the Indian Stores Depart¬ 
ment. The Government of India, however, decided that 
. there should be a separate organisation for the accounting 

and auditing of receiiits and exxienditure of the Depart¬ 
ment under the control of the Auditor General. The same 
office acts as the Audit Office of the Northern India Salt 
Revenue Departmeut which is located at Delhi. The reply 
to the latter part of this question is in the negative. 



AruLOGY TO THE CHAIR AND THE HOUSE BY 
SIR JA3IBS SIMPSON. 


Sir James Simpson (Associated Chambers of Commerce : Nominated 
Non-Official) : Sir, I should like, Avith your permission, to say a word in 
personal explanation of the episode of yesterday. As the House is aware, 
I am a new Member not fully conversant with its etiquette and rules, 
and I have since learnt that it i.s 'a serious breach of Parliamentary 
etiquette to enter the Chamber through the ante-door behind the Presi¬ 
dent’s Chair after the division is called and the lobht doors are closed. 
I express my sincere regrets and apology to the Chair and tlie House, 
and 1 trust that the Chair will accept this apology. 

IVEr. M. Webb (Bombay : Nominated Official) : Sir, on a point of 
personal explanation in connection tvith the same incident of whicb my 
Honourable friend, Sir James Simpson, has spoken. I understand that 
itU.s being stated, or that a rumour is going round that I opened the 
ante-door behind the President’s Chair for Sir James Simpson. I should 
like to say that it is absolutely incorrect. When Sir James Simpson 
entered the House I Avas in my seat. Another point that I aaTsIi to submit 
is that in asking Sir James Simpson to vote I made a mistake. I Avas 
thinking of a preAnons incident, and as the results of the division had not 
been announced, I asked Sir James Simpson to A'ote. I did not realise 
at the moment, though I realised it tAvo or three moments afteinvards, that 
the situation Avas different. Sir James Simpson had not been in the 
House Avhen the vote Aras being recorded, and as soon as I realised that, 
I asked him not to vote and referred the matter to you, Sir, avIio perfectly 
eorreetls’- decided that Sir James Simpson Avas not entitled to vote. I am 
quite sure that my Honourable friends on the other side knoAr me well 
enough to kncAA"^ that in trying to collect A'otes for this side I desire to use 
none but the cleanest methods, and I hope. Sir, that you AA;ill be satisfied 
Avitli this explanation of mine. ‘ '— „ 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Leader of the House) : I should like 
on behalf of Government to express regret at the incidents Avhicli oc¬ 
curred A'eslerday eA'cning and Avhieli are not less deplored. I am sure, 
by the Honourable jMembers concerned than by anybody else. 

Mr. President : This Session, soinelioAA' or other, is full of .series of 
deplorable incidents. I fully sympathise Avitii the Honourable Member 
from Madras. Not only mu.st be be feeling because he was unable to vote 
but also he incuiTed the displeasure of the Chair and the House. But 
considering that the Honourable Member is quite ncA\' to Ibis House, and, 
as he says, is not fully conversant Avith the Parliamentary etiquette and 
rules. I liope the House Avill alloAv me to accept the apology that he has 
given. I cannot help feeling that the IlonoAirable ^Member’s position is 
rf ally such that every one in this House must sympathi.se Avith. He came 
to me this morning and told me that he was very, Aory sorry that he 
entered by the ante-door after the lobby doors Avere closed, and I hope 
Honourable Members Avill sny nothing more about the incident. 
(Applause.) 

Sir James Simpson : Thank Amu. Sir. 

( 1389 ) 
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PRESENTATION OF THE REPORTS OF THREE COMMITTEES ON 

PETITIONS. 


Mr, Deputy President (]\I}uilvi Muliainmacl Yakub) Sir,-J beg to 
present tlio Reports of tlirce Coinniitlees on Petitions relating to Hie 
following Rills. Tlie fir.st Report relates to petitions on the Bill to 
regulate ami improve tlie Law Reports. These petitions are in ojiposition 
to the Bill and are in conformity with-thc Standing Ordcr.s. and they have 
been directed t-o be published la extemo as a paper to the Bill. The second 
Repoj't relates to a petition on llio Transfer of Properly Act, This 
petition is not in the form prescribed in Schedule II to the Standing 
Ordcr.s, and we are of opinion tiiat tJiere is no necessity U) circulate this 
petition as a paper to the Bill. The third Report relates to petition.s 
on the Child Marriage Bill. They arc 2,700 in number. They arc not 
addressed to the Legislative Assembly nor are they in the Conn preserihed 
by the Standing Order.s. do not llicrefore direct that they siiould be 
circulated as papers to the Bill. 

1 present these throe Rciiorts. 


ELECTION OF THE PANEL FOR THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 

Mr. President ; The Assembly will now proceed to elect a panel of 
nine member.s from which tlie mcmber.s of the Standing Committee to 
advise on snbject.s in tlie Deiiartment of Commerce will be nominated. 
There are eleven candidates ivliose names are ])rinted on the ballot papor.s 
which wdll now bo supplied to Ilonourablo IMemhcrs in the order in which 
I call them. 

(The ballot was tlion taken.) 


ELECTION OF A COiilMlTTEE TO REVIEM' THE SEPARATION OP 
ILVIIAYAY FINANCES FROM GENER/\L FINANCES. 

Mr. President ; The House will hoav proceed to elect sixteen members 
to .serve with the Honourable the Fiuanee Member as a Committee to 
review the separation of railway finances from the general finances. 
There Avere 25 candidates Avhose names are printed on the ballot papers 
which Avill noAv he supplied to Honourable Members in the order in Avhich 
I call tliein. Sardar Gulah Singh has AvithdraA\-n his name and there are 
noAA’’ 24 candidates left. 

(The ballot was then taken.) 

Mr, President : Order, order. I take it that no Honourable Member 
Avlio desires to vote has been left out. 


THE INDIAN PATENTS AND DESIGNS (AMENDilENT) BILL. 

T 1 A. 0. MeWatters (Member for Industries and 

Labour) : Si^ 1 beg to move that the Bill further to amend the Indian 
1 atents and Designs Act, 1911, for certain purposes, he circulated for the 
purpose ot eliciting opinions thereon. 


,JNI>IAK PATENTS AND DESIGNS (AMENDJIEN[) BILL. 1391 

, Isneed only say a very few words in connection with this motion. 
The Bill I’cpresents a complete revision of the Indian patents law based 
to a large extent upon revisions of the English law undertaken in 1917 
and on the recommendations of the British Empire Patents Conference 
of 1922. We have not, however, in all cases followed the English law. We 
have adopted the general principle of following that law wherever we 
thought it suitable and applicable to Bi-itish India. In other cases, where 
suitable, the provisions of our existing law have been retained. The Bill 
contains a number of matters of considerable importance in principle, 
such as the extension of the period of patents from 14 to 16 years and the 
introduction of the new procedure called “ patents of addition ” and 
various matters of that kind. It also contains a large amount of detail, 
and, as the matter intimately concerns the public, it is clearly necessary 
that the BiU should be circulated. 

Sir, I move. 

; The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN PENAL CODE (AlIENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : I very much regret, 
Mr. President, that Sir Denys Bray is still ill, and the motion standing 
-in his name will not therefore be moved. 

Mr. President : What do the Government propose to do with regard 
to the Bill ( What are the intentions of Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The intentions of the Government are 
that the Bill should stand over for the next Ses-sion. 


■ THE INDIAN SUCCESSION (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy (Home Department : Nominated Official) : Sir, I 
move that the amendment made by the Council of State in the Bill 
further to amend the Indian Succession Act, 1925, for a certain purpose, 
be taken into consideration. 

The first clause of the Bill as passed by this House was “ Thi.s Act 
may be called the Indian Succession (Amendment) Act.” The Council 
of St.ate have inserted the word ” Second ” before the word ” Amend¬ 
ment ”, and I thinli the amendment may be accepted by the House. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the aineiidment made by the Council of State in the Bill further to .'iincnd 
the Indian Succession Act, 192.5, for a certain purpose, be taken into coiLsideratioii. ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President ; Tlie question is : 

“ That the following amendment made by the Council of State be passed : 

‘ In clause 1, for the brackets and word ‘ (.Amendment) ’ the brackets and 
•words ‘ (Second Amendment) ’ were substituted ” 

The motion -was adopted. 
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DEMAND FOR SUPI’LEMENTARr GRANT (JJAIDWAYS). 

Audit. 

Mr. President : Tho House will now resume ftiriher eonsirleralion oC 
Ihe followinpr motion moved by Mr. Parsons on the 21st Septemiicr 1928 ; 

“ Tliiit a hti])ii’i-i)i('nlary fiiiin not ••xcrfdhi}; IN. It!,000 In- /granted to tlit* Oovernor 
General in Council to defr.'iy the chiirijcK uhicli will come in cournc of jifiymciit darinf; 
tli(' year ciidiiuj tlie .'il.Mt day of Marcli, liillO, in rcsjicct of 'Audit 

Mr. K. 0, Ncogy (Dacca Division ; Xon-Muliammadan Rural) : Sir, 
on the last occasion I pointed out that it was not cpiiti' fair on tlie part of 
i]io Cloverjimenl to liave brouphi up Ibis important question at tlie fair end 
of a 8o.S'-'ion. and J was promptly correeled by my Ilonourable friend Mr. 
Coebe .sayiiifr Hi«t me bad y<*t a few days more, and J must conpralulate 
Govoriunent on their sense of humour in bavinpr placed this motion about 
the end of to-day’.s apenda. 

Sir, I was dcalinp with the Auditor General’s opinion on the last occa¬ 
sion with repard to tlie question of the inherent merit.s of separation.-<. 
It will bo remembered that the Auditor General was not quite prepared' 
to accept the merits of tlie new .system as compared with tlie system 
that- obtains on the State Railway.s until and unless it bad been piven a 
trial on the State Railway.s. Now. Sir, so far as the (piestion of ejcperi- 
mont pocs. I am ready to concede that it has proved a sueee.ss with rcpard 
to the East Indian Railway. Imt that does not- eertainiy e.staidisb tho 
case of the Government, beeause it is not merely tluil tlie Government 
v.-ant to eontiinu* this now .system on tlie East Indian Railway on the 
stroncth of the siiceessful experiment, but they want this new sy.stom 
to be extended to the otlier lines also where the old enmbined .sy.stem 
obtain.^ 

I am aware of the fact that both the Aewortb Committee and Sir 
Artlmr Dickinson reeninmended the adojition of ibis new sy.stem all over 
the Railway.s in India, but I may remind the House tliat when tiirce 
-y.oafs'bnck wc aproocl to this experinieni beinp made on the E.nst Indian 
Railway, Government themselves laid very preal stress on the results 
that miplit be obtained from this experiment. Tliey did not lay .so mucii 
stress on the I'ecommendalion either of the Aewortb Committee or Sir 
jb’tlmr Dicldn.son on that occasion. I will ,inst read out one or two 
sentcnce.s from tlie .sjieccb Avhicb was delivered on that occasion by Sir 
Basil Blackett. This is Avliat be said : 

“ AVo .nro not an.-illy coiiiniittinfr our.selvcs :it tlie present inoincnt to separation of 
accounts from amlil. I liavc been very anxiou.s in thi.s matter tliat we should ]>rocccd 
by experiment, because there is a preat deal to be learnt by c.xperiniont before wo 
can arrive at detinite eonelnsions. ” 

But unfortunately that experiment Avns confined to a line Avbcrc the 
Company system of aceomits obtained, with which there can he no com¬ 
parison of the .system that obtains on n State-manaped railway. 

Now let UR turn to tho claim whicli Government make about the 
improvements that have been effected on the East Indian Railway. We 
are told tliat under the new system there has been less of irrcpularities, 
less of aiTcars. and less of delays ; but you" must not forgot tlie ch’cum- 
stance.s in which this experiment Avas made, and the circumstianees in 
Avhich the State took OA'cr the manapement of the East Indian Eaihvay. 
There Avas admittedly a laxity in the administration" of this Raihvay 
towards the end of the coritrael period. The authorities of the East 
Indian Raihvay Avould liaA’-e been more than human i£ they Avere quite as 
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strict towards'-tli’e"'end of tlieir career as they were before. And it is 
not therefore surprising that there should have been this large volume 
ot irregularities and arrears with Avliieh the new experimental-system 
had to cope. Therefore, I say that it is not quite right to claim all the 
credit for this new system having made wonderful discoveries with regard 
to these irregularities and arrears, the very nature of which were of an 
abnormal character, having regard to the abnormal circumstances pre¬ 
vailing in the East Indian Raihvay when it was taken over by the 
State. 

I will now turn to what Mr. Parsons himself thinks about these arrears 
and irregularities. If Honourable Members will turn to page 324 of 
Volume II of the Report of the Public Accounts Committee for 1925-26, 
they will find what lie stated with reference to the large arrears which 
were brought to light' under the new system : 

“ There were difficulties in the accounts office of the East Indian Railway, chiefly 
owing to the introduction of tlie divisional system and also to the amalgamation of the 
Oudh and Eohilkhand Railway with the East Indian Railway. That is the main reason 
I think for the large amount of arrears to which the Auditor General called atten¬ 
tion. ’ ’ 

So far as the arrears are concerned, Mr. Parsons is at one with me 
in .sa.ying that they were not inherent in the system that Avas in vogue 
on the East Indian Eaihvay, but that they were due to these factors 
Avhich he himself has mentioned, and he cannot claim any special credit 
foi* the new sj'stem as liatnug cleared up those arrears 

Noav, Sir, reference has been made in my Honourable friend’s note 
to the activities that have recently preA^ailed on the accounts side of this 
Raihvay AA’^liieh are described as being unparalleled in the previous system 
of raihvay accounts. In so far as it was an experiment on Avhich the 
doA-ernment Avere A'ery keen, and in so far as the very jobs of those 
men Avho Avere temporarily engaged in this work Avere dependent upon 
the result of tlie experiment, Ave can easily understand the reason of this 
unparalleled aclrnty to a certain extent. But this unparalleled acthdty 
Avas also due to the arrears to Avliich I liaA'e made reference. It there¬ 
fore remains to be seen Avhetlier, if this system i.s made permanent, the 
same unparalleled acthdty Avill continue. 

Reference has been made to the analogy of commercial practice in 
sujiport of the separation of Accounts and Audit. On a previous occa¬ 
sion, Avhile presenting the raihvay accounts. Sir Cbarlc.^ Innes compared 
the Members of this House to shareholders in a big concern, Avho oAvned 
the Indian Raihvays, and compared himself to- the Director of that 
concern. Sir, one need not take an3’ pains to point oat the utter absence 
of any real comparison betAveen a real commercial firm and the Raihvaj’'S 
in India. We Avho are compared to the shareholders of a big commercial 
undertalcing have absolutel.A^ no A-oice or control in tlie management of 
raihvaj's. The Directors can very^ well defj' the shareholders, and they 
haA'C been defAung us cAwry day^ that aaw liaA-e been sitting in this House. 
Then again, supposing the Directoi's make a mistake Avhich results in anj' 
loss to the shareholders, are tliej' accountable to the shareholders at all ? 
TheA' are not. Supposing this particular scheme miscarries,. and some¬ 
thing goes Avrong, the time that it is discovered my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Parsons, AAdll perhaps be occupying a provincial gadi as His Excel¬ 
lency the GoA^ernor, or if the results of this scheme are not apparent 
bj'.tJiat time, he Avill perhaps haA'e-gone home to enjoy a Avell-earned rest 
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pension. Nothing that wc would be Uicn able to do here would touch 
him or ail’cet him in the least. Thcrelorc, this commercial analogy is 
nbsohitely out of place. 

Now, Sir, it is not unnatural, having regard to the circumstances in 
which Railways are administered in India, that the non-ofificial public 
opinion atlaehes very great importance to the independence of the 
authorities wdio carry out the audit' and accounting of these Railways. 
We oxei’cisc no control over the dcjiartment, but we liave this satisfac¬ 
tion that there is an officer who is indepeiKlent of the administrative 
nutliorities of the Railways who kee]).s the .accounts and carries on the 
nudit simuHancon.sly, and Avhosc previous sanction is necessary before any 
expendit'irc can be incurred. Under the new scheme the status and 
powei'H of that officer arc being reduced. I know my Ilonourable friend 
will rejdy by saying that the Avholc accounts staff is to be placed under 
•him and not under the railway agent. Well, my Ilojiourable friend has 
all along tried to draw a distinction between his capacit'y ns Financial 
Commi.ssioner and his capacity' as a hicmber of the Railway Board. This, 
I maintain, is a distinction without a ditl’erence. The Honourable Member 
is absolutely identified witli the railway policy of this country. He is 
the official apologist of the Railways in this House, and, like Louis XIV, 
lie could rightly .say “ T am the Railway Board.” That would be the 
correct dg.seriplion of my Honourable friend. Yet ho say.s, ” Oh, I am 
an independent authority. I have nothing to do with the Railway 
Board.” 

Now I turn to the o.stimat'es of the new scheme. It is claimed that 
this will result in very large economics, but the Auditor General seems 
to be i-atlier sceptical about this, lie says : 

" I have not hail the time to e.\aniinc the ligurcs. ” 

JNow, if we turn to page 46 of the memorandum su))plied by my Honour¬ 
able friend, we find that' .some of the itetns of savings .shown there are 
very, very speculative. For in.stanee, there i.s a lump reduction in estab¬ 
lishment cost ; a lump sum is given as reduction in the rent, and for 
contingent charges so many lakhs arc .shown as reduction ; so many lakhs 
as reduction in establishmcjit costs, this reduction being based oil wliat 
has been .shown as possible on the East Indian Railway. The Honourable 
Member has not given this House any definite figures with reference to 
ihe other Railways to which this system is proposed to be extended. The 
ESgures are absolutely speculative, and wc are not expected to accept them 
as axiomatic. I should like to know from my Ilonourable friend, Llr. 
Parsons, as to what guarantees he is prepared to give us 'that these 
.estimates will not be exceeded. 

Mr. C. S. Eanga Iyer (Rohilkund and Ivumaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) ; None whatever. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : My Ilonourable friend answers on behalf of Mr. 
Parsons and says, “ none whatever.” Looking through the various de¬ 
tailed estimates of the cost of officers and clerks that will be maintained 
under the new system, it seems to me that a deliberate attempt has been 
made to keep down the cost as much as possible, and the time may not 
be very distant when 1;he Government will have to come up before this 
House for revision of the whole tiling. I find that the scales of salary 
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proposed to be given for tlie subordinate establishment are not quite the 
same as arc enjoyed now by the combined audit and,account staff. 1 
do not know whether I am correct in that statement. I see my Honour¬ 
able friend nods assent. I think it is one of the claims of my Honourable 
friend that the efficiency of accounts -will not suffer in the least by the 
adoption of the new method, and that persons of practically the same 
calibre who have been doing the work in the past will also continue, to 
do it in future so far as the accounts side is concerned. How does 
my Honourable friend expect to have men of the same calibre for a 
salar 3 ^ which is admittedly" on a lower scale ? 

Sir, I have no desire to take up any more time of the House. In 
conclusion, T will say that I am perfectly" willing to see this experiment 
tried on a State Eailway where the combined system is at present in 
vogue, in order to be able to find out how far the comparatwe merits 
of the two sy"stems Avill justify us in extending the separation scheme 
to all the State Railways. For instance, the system might be tried as an 
experiment on the Eastern Bengal Railway" or the North Western Rail¬ 
way, and we might wait for three years more, when we would be in a 
better position to express our opinion in this matter. I submit. Sir, that 
there is no occasion for any great hurry" in this matter. After all the 
Railways have survived the combined system of audit and accounts 
during all these y"ears, and uotliing very" serious will happen if the present 
system is tried as an experiment on one more State Raihvay" before it is 
extended to all the railway systems. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer l ySir, the Honourable gentleman who has just 
concluded his speech is chiefly responsible for my intervention in this 
debate, I think, Sir, I owe the Honourable gentleman an apology" for 
having stated that he talks through his hat. I said so because he in¬ 
dulged in the uncalled for animadversion that I Avas not reading and re- 
reaffing, I should say", I Avas not wa.sting my" time pouring OA-er the un¬ 
digested and immature observations of an overwrought Member of -the 
Public Accounts Committee. I thought I had much better things to do_ 
than pore over the sort of things that the Honourable gentleman has been 
indulging in when he had no better Avork to do. Fortunately" this year 
the Honourable klember had some better Avork to do in Bengal, and there¬ 
fore he had not performed his duty as a Member of the-Public Accounts 
Committee. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : You had better Avork to do in England Avhen you 
were absent last year. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : I Avas just then doing a book, (An Ilonour- 
aile Mcmher “ Father India ”), and therefore I did not attend the Public 
Accounts Committee, and the Honourable gentleman Avho was accusing 
me of my" not doing what he wanted me to do was only" following my' A'cry 
good example and I must congratulate him on becoming a follower of 
mine once in a Avay (Laughter). As for the observations that he made 
that he noA-er wore a hat in his life. I should not say that he aaos talking 
through his cap, for he Avas not’ wearing one at the time he was speaking. 
Should I haA-e said that he Avas talking through the hair of his head or 
that he Avas talking through a hole in his head ? (Laughter.) It was 
most impertinent on the nart of the Honourable IMember to' say that, if 
I had not gone through his observations^ I had not studied the Auditor 
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General’s remarks either, in refrard to the soi)!iration of Audit and Ae- 
coiinls. Any one "who is a Member of the Piildie Aceomifs Committee or 
who is a Member of tins House wlio takes an intelli'rent interest in Iho 
proceedings of this House is exi>eeted to know the Auditor General’s 
opinion. But tlie observations which the Honourable gentleman quoted 
I believe, Sir, arc 18 months’ stale. If tlic Honourahlc'gentleman 
were a little more up to date, he woidd have read the recent observations 
of the Auditor General. (Hear, hear.) "What has the Auditor Generar 
to .say on this matter ? I would ask him to read page 2.3 of the Auditor 
Cencrar.s minutes iti regard to the sejmration of Audit and Accounts. 
The Auditor General says : 

“ I Wiitcliod indepcndontlj" inid tliroURti the activities of tlic C’liicf Atidilor, East 
Indian Itaihvny, and tlic Auditor of t!ie Clonriiij; Acronnts Hoii.«c tl>c working of tho 
cxpcriinontnl system and lieforo flic roeeij)t of the memorjindum from tlic l-'inanci.'il 
Connnis.sioncr, Itnilways, laid already come to tlic conclusion tliat tlie experiment Imd 
proved n success, (Hear, Jicar) 

a fact which the Honourable gentleman denies : 

“ that tlie time lind ai rived for making it pernmiienl and for extending it to all rail¬ 
way adiniiiisf rati(in<;. 

Tlie Ilononrahle gentleman who quotes the Auditor General a.'^ his 
authority only wants that there .should ho <U‘lay and lhat there should he 
no hurry, and that the cxiicriment should he still in it-s oxperimenta! .stage 
when (he e.xperiment has actually .succeeded. ))nt 1 do ))oi want the e.xperi- 
mental stage to continue either in the eeonomie, railw.-iy or political 
sphere. (Tloar. hoar.) (Av IlovourahU' Member : “ Yon have not the 
'capacity to jurdersfaud tb/s.”) The llonoiiralth' 'fent/eman say.s that I 
have not got “ the capacity to understand this.” I never thought that 
the Ilononrahle gontlcinan had so mucli conceit, such overweening 
v'anity. 

- I'Mr.’K. G. Neogy ; Nothing to match yours. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer ; Should T congratulate the Honourable Member' 
on his colo.ssal ignorance of things which ouglit to he done ) /Laughter.) 

J would noAv quote for the Honourable gentleman's henetit tlic Auditor 
General’.s observations of 7lh Augu.st 1928. not ITtli August 192G which he 
.. quoted. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : It is 1927. - 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Well, 1927. The Honourable gentleman 
corrects me and I stand corrected. I admit the Honourable gentleman is 
not two years behind hut only one year out of date, whereas I want him 
to be up to date and 1 want him to read the latest ohservation.s of.... 

Mr. K. 0 Neogy ; You refer to your owm speech. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : I would ask the Honourable gentleman to read 
the observations of the 7th August 192.S of the Auditor General. 

Mr. K C. Neogy : What about your own ohseiwations against the 
separation ? 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : The Honourable gentleman asks, w'hat .about 
my own observations ?. I am just coming to that. For hi.s benefit. I would 
ask him to read paragraph 5 of the Auditor General’s minutes, page 26, 
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in the memorandum Avhieh the Honourable gentleman on the other side 
(the Railway Commissioner) has submitted to us. It says : 

“ In the above circumstances,” 

I need not read to this House all about the circumstances because I pre¬ 
sume that the Honourable Members have read these circumstances : 

“ I feel no lio&itation, ” 

-it is the Auditor General who says so and not my authority : 

“ I feel no hesitation in recommending that the experiment of the separation of 
audit from accounts on theEast Indian Railway be accepted as a success and that it be 
.adopted as a permanent measure and extended to other railways. ’ ’ 

(Hear, hear) 1 would therefore recommend to the Government to accept 
ihe authority of the Honourable gentleman’s teacher and authority on these 
subjects and not the lesser and the amateurish authority on the matter. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : What about your owm observations ? 

Mr. C. S Ranga Iyer : He is asking me what about my own observa¬ 
tions. I am coming to that. When I met the Honourable gentleman 
some time before this debate a day or two ago, I invited him to ray autho¬ 
rity. (Laughter.) I told him he would be on a much better footing if 
he made the criticism that I was myself once against the separation of 
Audit and Accounts instead of saying that I had not read his undigested 
observations as a hlember of the Public Accounts Committee. It was four 
or five years ago that I made the observation. .v 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy ; Were you in tlie House five years ago ? 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer ; Yes I was in the House. I made that observa- 
'tion five years ago outside this House and three years ago inside this House 
about the separation of Audit and Accounts. Like my Honourabre-. friend, 
when my education was a little less than it is to-day, I once believed that 
the separation of Audit and Accounts was not necessary, and my opposi¬ 
tion was based more or less on the same identical grounds as the Honour-'" 
able Member’s. The Honourable Member’s attitude is that of tlio 
.sweet girl of seventeen ” of whom the poet speaks. I forget the exact 
lines, but when she was in her seventeenth year, she truly .said she was 
sweet seventeen in her thirtieth year also .she said “Tara .sweet .seven¬ 
teen.” When .she was fair, fat and forty, she still said “ I am sweet seven¬ 
teen !” She was no doubt consistent and the Honourable gentleman is 
also very consistent. (Laughter.) But consistency, according to tlie 
dictum of a famous English politician, is the virtue of an ass. I do not 
think that tlie Honourable gentleman, because he is hugging tlie views which 
I held perhaps four or five years ago—I do not suppose that the Honour¬ 
able gentleman, because he is so backward and so out of dale—can be des¬ 
cribed as a .supreme ass ! (Laughter.) 

Mr. K. C Neogy : Wliat has brought about your transformation ? 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : The Honourable gentlemen is asking me what 
has brought about my transformation. IMj' transformation has been 
brought about by the suece.ss of the experiment. (Hear, hear.) I am 
not, Sir, like the Honourable gentleman “ a stick-in-the-mud.” - That is 
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a famous oxiivcssion of Mr. Tjloyd Goorjro. 1- adniii, I am not like liie 
Honourable "onllenuiu. one of tho.sc very con.sislent people. Consi-stency, 
as Emer.son said, is “ llie liobfrohlin of little niinda ", 1 would tlicre- 

forc ask tlic Honourable pentlenuui to npproacli the expc'rii.ieut witb a 
large mind when be will under.stnnd it has sueeecded not only in a C.'oiupany- 
inanaged Railway but also on a .State-managed Railway, ami. a.s the 
experiment has succeeded, T would ask the Honourable the Member for 
Railways to ai)ply it everywhere, and anywhere he can. (llcir, hear.) 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Was the eoinbincd system in operation on that 
State Railway at any time ? 

Mr. C. S. Rang?- Iyer : T say in one sen.se the combined s\-stem is a 
succe.ssful system. 

Mr. K. C. Heogy ; Tlie combined system is a successful sy.sfeni ? 

Mr C. S. Ranga Iyer : Xo. T beg your pardon. I did not mean thaty 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : You arc going beyond your depth. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : When the Honourable gentleman talked of a 
combined sy.sleni I was thinking of the combined system of Railways, 
namely, the combination of the Oudh and Robilkband Railway and the 
East Indian Railway, and I was not thinking of the Icebnical ex])res.sion- 
of which bo was thinking ; and in this combined railway sy.stem this 
particular measure which we arc discussing has proved a s\»ceess ((’heors), 

1 want that the Honourable gentleman .should apply bis knowledge o£‘ 
the Corporation of Calcutta also to Railway Administration. Sir. in the- 
Corporation of Calcutta, if the Honourable gentleman lias any information 
about-it, lie will know that audit is separated from accounts. Jn every oom- 
mevcial. in every important oflico, the two systems, the two otlieos, must he 
separated ; and ordinarily I would not have even cared to qnotc the Auditor 
General on a matter of this kind ; but I quoted the -Vuditor General only to 
show I hat tlie Honourable gentleman is very backward even in regard to his 
OATO authority. My own way liowcver, is to look at the matter not from 
the point of view even of the Auditor General, but of a man who is neither 
-an auditor nor an accountant but. a man of common sense who wants to ap¬ 
proach the subject from a purely common sense point of view. (Hear, hear.) 
If the Auditor General was at one time opposed to the .system, I think he was 
perfectly justified in that opposition as the Head of a Department, because 
his own power and his own prestige Avere going to be impaired by this in¬ 
novation. Again, T Avonld ask the Ilononrahlc gentleman just to see liow 
things are done in his OAvn Calcutta Corporation. He may say tiiat the Cial- 
cutta Corporation is under popular control, Avhile the Railway Administra¬ 
tion is not under the control of this House. Had he made that intelligent' 
interruption I might have credited him Avith some intelligence ; but anyhow 
I Avill just answer that question. I hope I am not so pe.ssimistic as some- 
Honourable gentlemen here, and I do hope that the public Avill Iuia-p control 
of the RailAvays, that tliis House Avill liaA'e control of the Raihvays sooner 
than many faint-hearted people on that side of the House imagine (jiointmg 
to the Nationalist benches) ; and therefore it is in that hope that I approve 
of an experiment Avhich has succeeded and of trying that cxjmriment on a. 
wider and A^aster scale ; not in the Avay the Honourable IMemher wanted it 
to be tried, that is to .say, Avith great sloAvness, Avith'great liesitation, AUth. 
gi’eat trepidation but Avith courage and sati.sfaction that come.< from a. 
successful expei'iment because nothing succeeds like success. fChcor.s.) 
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Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury (Assam ; Sluhammadan) : T want 
to oppose this motion, Sir, not on its merits, but on entirely different grounds. 
My opposition is based on the well-known principle of grievances before 
supply. Of all Departments of Government, the Railway Department,, 
and more particularly the Audit and Accounts section, is the worst 
offender in refusing appointments to klussahnans. I would refuse to vote 
and also ask those who are interested in seeing that justice is done to 
Muhammadans, that they should refuse to vote any monej’' to the Railway 
Department until they are assured that in future effective steps will be 
taken to remedy the present deplorable state of affairs. We Avould like, 
Sir, to have a vei-y clear, definite and unambiguous assurance from the 
, Government that of all the appointments which are going to be made under 
the separation scheme, at least one-third should be reserved for removing 
communal inequality so far as Mussulmans are concerned. I would part^ 
cularly like to draw the attention of my friends of the Central iluslim 
Party to this matter. Sir, simply whining in the lobbies about Govern¬ 
ment’s injustice to the IMussalmans and then obejung the official Wliip in 
a most docile fashion will not advance the Muhammedan cause. I would 
ask m 3 '^ Honourable friends to throw out any scheme good, bad or in¬ 
different that the Railwaj^ Department brings foiuvard until we are assured 
of justice from the Railway Department. Similarlj', I would also like to 
address one word to the Leader of the European group also. (<S'/r Victor 
Sassoon : " Wln"^ don't j-ou join us ?”) I am perfcctlj- willing to join 
anybody who will undertake to throw’ out any scheme that the KaiLvaj' 
Department. 

Mr. President ; Order, order The Honourable Member is not at 
all relevant in referring to this particular que.stion on this motion. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury : Sir, am I not in order in giving' 
reasons for my opposition to the motion ? 

Mr. President ; The Honourable Member must oppose the motion on 
merits., ' 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury ; I am just giving the reasons wlij’ 
T oppose this grant. T am not prepared to go into the merits of the question 
at all, until I am assured that in futui-e Muslim claims to railway appoint¬ 
ments wdll not he ignored. 

Mr. President : In that case the Honourable jMomber is not in order, 

Mr. M. S. Sesha, Ayyangar (Madura and Ramnad cum Tinnevclly : 
Non-lMuharamaclan Rural) : Sir, to be candid, T wall say at the outset that 
I neither support the Demand nor oppose it, T do not support it because 
mj' grievance is tiiat it is not quite iii the form in wliich it ought to have 
come up before lliis House, and I do not oppose it lieeausc I am not wiiolly 
dissatisfied w'itli the merits of the .separation scheme. 1 .submit. Sir, in 
the first place that tliis ought not to have been presented to the Uou.se in 
the shape of a Demand for an in.siguificant sum of Rs. 12,000. The details 
of it arc given on page 86 of this memorandum. It is proposed under this 
Demand that sanction is to be obtained from the Hotise for R.s. 12,000 sup¬ 
plementary for the purjmse of putting into operation ythe i--eparatjoni 
scheme when the Bimua Railwaj's will have been talren ii]) h.v State 
management. Tlie amou:it is vciw .small, Imt the passing of thi.s motion 
by thi.s House realh' involves the fact tliat the House will once for all be 
committed to the question of jjcrinauont separation of Accounts from 
Audit on all Railways. That is seen fully from what occurs on page 29 
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of the memorandum. On page 20 a fuller .scheme i.s deljB^f which'the 
present .sclicme forms No. 2. It j.s proposed that lli|8pPm^inenls as 
detailed on page 20 will come into force when the lUime )viR have j;;on-' 
Bidcred this (lucstion and pas.sed the Demand and tllBJ^Ii^eomrtiilted 
themselves once for all (o the permanent separation on al] Huihvay.s of 
Aceounts from Audit ; .so that, this .sinall item e.oming a.s it cIoe.s as one of 
the four items detailed on jxage 20, I submit, ojight not to have been pre- 
•jculcd to the House in the shape of a Supplementary Demand. If a Reso¬ 
lution had been tabled, as Avas done in 1925, when for the first time this 
experiment Avas thought of, it Avonld Iiua'c been more commendable ; and 
that for obvious reasons ; beeause 1 see on page 2 of tlie memorandum the 
fijjljpwslory of the scheme of 1925 is given. A Resolution Ava.s brouglit 
' . forAvard in the Assembly, and then after discussion of that Resolution, a 
Resolution Avas iiassed by the House In a modified form. Now, .Sir. that 
prcsixpposes that on a Resolution discussed in this House there Avas ample 
scope for Nembers of this House to suggest ameudments to the original 
Resolution. But in the matter of tliis Demand thot has been put before 
US',noAVj-Ave are not entitled to moA’c amendments to ibis motion, so that 
the option that AA'ould otherwise lie Avith the House to move amendments 
to the Resolution is certainly lost by the presentation of this Demand. If 
on a preA’ioiisi^ceasion if Avas (bought tlcsirabli'“ to table a Resolution and 
accept''%ft4hd’ments and modifications that Avere brought foi*Avard in this 
HousCt I do not .see any reason Avhy that straight cour.so Avas deviated from 
in this particular instance uoav. That. Sir,' is my fir.st grievance. 

.^fy Ilonouraldo friend. l\Ir. Neogy. (luotcd two sentences from the 
observations of Sir Basil Blaelrett, J shall rpiotp the next tAvo .sentences 
for an obvious puriiosc because it emphasises the iioint nuicli more in 
detail than the fir.st two senlcnce.s. 1 may fir.st point out tlint Avhen this 
separation scheme Avas originall 3 ' started Sir Basil Blaebett Avas not tjuite 
sure .that, ii -inight cA'onlualB' succeed, ju'obablj' because >he liad seen 
apprehensions cxjiresscrl ; that is Avbj' lie sjiolce not in unqualified terms, 
but Avith this qualification : 

^ “In this (>;ise thi.s is also an expiTimental measure but tlic Eesolution is lironght 
forivnnl because it does certainly coniniit tlie Governiuent to go nboad vitli experiments 
In this particulai dircdioii and if siiecessful ” 

it is a vciy big ‘ if ’ 

''no doiil)t continuing in tliat diiection.” 


In this connection, .Sir. I find that nn' friend, l\lr. Rangn l.ver, Avas a bit 
bard on mA" friend ]\Ir. Ncog\'. He quoted for the elucidation of this 
House from faragraj)li 5 of the Auditor General's Report of the “tb 
August 1928. I Avould eommeud to the Jitteution of m.v friend Hr. Ranga 
Ij^er the observiitions of the Auditor General on tin* proA-ious page—ptige 
24. That is a distinct ansAver Iw the Auditor Geiier.al to the details gh’cu 
in Annexnro G of tlie Honourable the Financial Commissioner’s letter 
AA'here lie detailed all the economie.s that he Avas able to effect and all the 
adAmntages A\diicb accrued from the Avorking of the separation sebeino. 

Auditor General found it rather djlbcnlt to say ihnt those advania"QS- 
'Avhich accrued and the economics tliat were efi’ected Avere solel.A' attribnt- 
-■"'alile to the separation sehem'e. He .say.s ; 

°i'»P>'ovenicnts. reforms and econoniifs 
. effected both by Accounts and by Audit nmy be s.aid to bo due to sennTatiom ^ 

« notTmnossSlcI#!'^' spccnlativo, and it is cxtrenieb^lilfiH^ 

II not impossiblc.^0 S.nswOr at xvitb any degree of aecuraej-.’’ 'iS-' 
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Tbeiij t^ng' eategorieallj' the Tarions improvements which the Financial 
Opnimissioner for Railways claims for the separation scheme, he observes 
•«8^ follows^' ;■ 

“ UASola^ciilj'', the arrears could have been worked off ■without any separation of 
Audit, front Aee'oujits'; but possibly the closer association of accounts ivith the Ad- 
ip^istrajaqmha^ri.the separation scheme has enabled the former to obtain more readilj' 
from t&JAsjtcfitflve inforniatiou necessary to clear the arrears. Similarly, some of the 
other reforms, e.rj., the earlier knon'ledgc of, and better control over, expenditure could 
.have been effected under the Divisional Scheme, even rvith a combined Di'visional Audit 

and Accounts Office. Eeforms in the Stores Accounts and in the system of pur- 

chases did not npcess.irily require the Accounts Office to be under the Pinancial Com¬ 
missioner.'’ ‘ ‘ . • 

Therefore, Sir, the very broad claims which the Financial Commissioner for 
Railway's has made as being the result of the separation scheme liave^been 
doubted by the- Auditor General ; and it is not an nnqnalifieA support. 
as my friend, Mr. E.anga Iyer, thinks that the Auditor General gave to 
this scheme. Lower doivn, in paragraph 7 of his Report, the Auditor 
General mentions certain suggestions by way of modifying tbe proposed 
separation scheme and he concludes by sayiug that, if the separation 
scheme came, to be a matter of fact and approved this House even¬ 
tually, he would make certain proposals by way of modifying the. existing 
system : v. < 

“ The scheme of audit obtaining on the East Indian Railw.ay sthus modified' hnsy 
been accepted as adequate for the other Hallways in Working out the staff ^^quired for , 
the', audit of theit transaetions. ” • ' 

Then he concludes in paragraph 16 as follows ; 

“It is unuecessaiy for nic to elaborate my view on the subject at the present mo¬ 
ment because it is obviously not a matter ■which can be settled before a decision should 
be arrived at on this important question of separation. If separation of Audit and 
Accounts is accepted as the policy for the Railways, it ■will then bo in existence at least with 
regard both to the Railway and to the Army and these two branches combined may be 
regarded as of sufficient importance to justify the introduction now of a model scale 
of piiy which may eventually be suitable for an Indian Audit Service if complete sepa¬ 
ration be effected througliout India.” 

So, Sir, the support given by the Auditor General to the separation scheme 
was not unqualified ; he suggested certain modifications in the light of 
which alone he thought the separation would be a success. 

In passing I would refer to ''Annexure' G in whicli my Honourable 
friend, the Pinancial Commissioner for Railways gives the details of 
several economies effected under the separation scheme. The last three 
paragraphs, Annexure G, I submit, afford, amusing reading. Paragraph 
20 reads thus ; 

“ The Chief Electrical Engineer proposed to tr.nnsfer his office together with the 
"Workshop Accounts Staff (Electrical) from Jamalpur to Calcutta on the ground that 
at Jam.alpiir he was not in contact with the Agent and Heads of Departments. The 
Chief Accounts Officer pointed out that the transfer was not a matter of necessity, as 
the greater part o(. the work of the Chief Electrical Engineer related to the Divisions 
and tliat he was ^^ithin easy reach of Calcutta, should he require to consult the Agents . 
or Heads of Departments. The transfer uas negatived by the Agent and heavy ex¬ 
penditure which tlic proposed transfer to Calcutta would have involved was avoided.’,’'--.. 

* -Mow, this, Sir, is an instance of avoidance of expenditure because or 
t-vigila.nce of the Accounting officers concerned. 

' Lisil/A 
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Tlicu paragra])h 21 relatc.s to the propo.secl revisionnn scales of pay. 
This is Iiow this jiaragrapli roads : / 

" The Chief Ojieidting Siiperinteiulent reeoinineiided tlifit the'hcale of pay of the 
Train Ex-.aniiiier, JtogliaiRarai, Kliould he altered from ]?s. 300—20—^100 to lis. .jOO—25— 
550, slating that Moghalsarni was as important as Howrah." 


Tile Cliief Accounts Officer thought that that tvas not expedient, and the 
proposal of the Chief Operating Superintendent was - according]}'- not 
sanctioned, thus giving us a saving of about Hs. 1,800 per annum,- 

Then paragraph 22 relates to the pro])o.sed alteration in the .scales ot 
pay. That propo.sal again -would liuve involved an expenditure of RC. 
2,500 per annum, and it has been avoided by the criticism otl'ered by the 
Chief Accounts Officer. 


‘ AMw, even if the claims niade- on behalf of the accounting .staff that, 
they are vigilant because of the pay they 5verc receiving and if these; 
Mso had to be detailed as part of the several advantages accruing from the 
scheme, 1 submit, as. I said ali’ciidy, that these three items form, 
■only amusing reading. So that, my submission to the House is, that tile , 
■objection is to the natm-e of the demand a« it is made and that the PinaYi- 
'■eial Commissioner did not prefer a Resolution to he tabled on this matter 
as was done previously. Tliat he should have brought forward thi.s 
matter in the shape of a Supplementary Demand is something wliich does 
not appeal to me, and 1 dare say it will not appeal to the House as a iv'hole 
either. 'So''far as the experiment is concerned, unless the matter i.s 
brought here in the .shape of a Resolution, it is not possible to express our 
opinions on it as to the success or otherwise of the separation scheme, and 
if the Auditor General had so many reservations to be ])laced in liis memo¬ 
randum towards the adoption eventually of tins scheme, I submit that 
through the makifig of this motion that this House should be committed 
to the broader and fuller separation scheme seems to be rather curious. 
As I said, for the reasons I have jirst stated I cannot make up my mind- 
either to vote for or against the scheme. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru (Agra Dhosion : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Sir, before tlm Financial Commi.ssiouer replies, I .-jlionld 
like to ask for information on a definite point. One of the main questions 
'that this Assembly must consider in regard to the separation of Kailw.Ty 
Accounts and Audit i.s the manner in which the men for the Railway Ac¬ 
counts Service are to be recruited. Now, the Standing Finance Conimitlee 
for Railwa\s went into this matter at its la.st meeting, and decided that' 
the rules for the organixation of the Railway Accounts-Sei-viee and for 
the recruitment and promotion of the subordinate e.stablishmenf inelncliiig 
that porlion of if employed in the Clearing House Accounts Office and 
,their terms and conditions of .services should he considered by them at a 
' later meeting before they were promulgated. I have no doubt that these 
rules V ill be placed before the Standing Finance Committee, hut I should 
’like to know what the Government propo.se to do in the meanwliile. Do 
they propose to postpone the appointment of men to the new ser5dce till 
the rules for recruitment have been approved by the Standing Finance 
Committee ? It may be that there arc some men' alread}' in Government 
service who can be employed in the new Accounts Service, but it is pos.(^ 
' sible that after the appointment of these surplus men there ma}' still Te®'' 
mam a number of vacancies. Now. -will these vacancies be filled up be?oi|| 
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the rules" for the reci’uitment of the service have been framed, or will the 
appoiiitm3nts of new' men be postponed till the rules liave been approved 
by the Standing-Finance Committee ? This, Sii', is an important point, 
and I believe on the proper repty to this question irould depend the atti¬ 
tude of many of us in regard to the scheme placed before us by Govern¬ 
ment. The matter is one of considerable importance, as we know that the 
Acd^unts Bervice in the East Indian Railway has been manned in such a 
way as to cause considerable dissatisfaction. Now, the East Indian Rail- 
?vay W'as of coui'se managed by a company and was taken over by Goveim- 
^ent onlj' about three or four years ago, but Government themselves ap- 
jiointed a large number of men to the Account Service, and we want that 
the manner in w^hich those men have been appointed should not be repeat¬ 
ed this time. We have frequently- had to point out that in regard to rail- 
iway services the claims of pure Indians as a rule have been ignored. We 
^should like to have an assurance that in recruiting the new service proper , 
attention will be paid to the claims of Indians and that posts will not be 
_i]lied up as they have been filled up, in connection w-ith the Accounts Sei''- 
/'vice on the East Indian Raihvay, 

' ... 

*' ■' Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division ; Non-kluhammadan) : .Sir, this question 

has been the subject-matter of discussion on tlie floor of this House on pre¬ 
vious occasions, but I will not imitate my friend Mr. Kanga Ij-er who 
rather made a diversion to-day from the field of politics to finmici and a?- 
counting, w-hich I call a digression on his part. Sir, I would only ask my 
friend Mr, l^nga Iyer to read a chapter from the book which my leader 
has Avritten “ Xlnliapp,!' India ”, {Mr. C. 8. Banga Iyer : “. Wliat has that 
book to do with this ”) , because thei'ein lie will find sufficient matter on 
Railways and how^ they drain the country which should convince him of 
the truth of wdiat Mr. Neogy advocated. 


Sir. this w’as an occasion promised to us by the Honourable Mr. Parsons 
•during the last budget discussions when we could take up the discussion 
of the” Report of Sir Arthur Dickinson. Sir, I do not ivant to state my 
vieAvs whether I accept the separation of Accoimts from Audit. I find in 
this House opinions have changed as my friend hir. Neogy^ has already said, 
and if on former occasions I alivays got np after Mr. Neogy- to.tilt -miy 
lance Avith those redoubtable champions of separation, like my- 
Mr. Jamnadas klehta and ilr. Shanmukham Chetty. on this subyect, tms 
.time I am not going to do it. Even if there is any opposition ^rom ;\li. 
Neo^A-' or support from me to him. it will not help the matter, because I 
find”that the general consensus of opinion in the House to 
Resolution tliat has been brought forward by my Ilonouralile friend. Mi. 


.Pai’sons. 

Sir I will not go in detail into the Report of Sir Arthur Dickinson in 
AA-hieh various recommendations have been made to improve the nianage- 
ment of the Raihvavs, but AA-liether those Avill improve tlie financial admi¬ 
nistration of the RailAvays is a point of Avhicli I am not yet convinced : but 
it is "oing to serve an important purpose : it is going to .stop the prom<)- 
tion of Indian officers in the higher departments of accounting and eugi- 
ncei-inf- in the different RailAvays. and in that respect I Avant certain as- 
“ .siir^Aiices in reply from the Honourable klember in cbnrge of tlie Dcparl- 
tjnent. 

- Sir, during the last budget Session aa-g discussed the question of the 
^ofes pnrcluise policy of the GoA-ermnent of India, and we Avere assured 
L154LA 
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by the Honourable the Commerce jMember that he had no inten¬ 
tion to centrali.se the store.s purchase policy of the Kailways, and 
that he vas not going to cany out tlie recommendation of ,• Sir 
Arthur Dickinson in that matter wliich was to the cfi’ect that the 
Railway Board sliould tiy to centralise the .stores pui’chases of the Rail¬ 
ways. I said at the lime that I “was dissatisfied with that particular re¬ 
commendation and that ])oliey should not be jiursued. And in fact in this 
matter ive are only helping the Honourable IMr. McWalters in the .sco])e of 
his polic.y to give the Indian Stores Deiiarlmcnt a bigger share of purchase 
in India, and if he cannot get more orders from the Honourable i\Ir. Pai-sons 
or from the Honourable Sir George Rainy then it is his look 
out ; but he has our entire sympathy and .sup]iort in this matter. Tlie 
.stores purchase policy of all Government departments should be to purchase 
through the Indian Stores Department in India. ' If that be the ease, 
then orders ivliich are passing through the Indian Stores Department, 
London, should come eventually through the Indian Stores Department 
situated at Delhi or Simla. But it is not onlj' the .stores purchase policy 
of the Railways but also the recruitment to posts like Controllers of Stores 
and Deputy Controllers of Stores about which I expressed my doubts la.st 
Session at Dellii. If the Department over wliich my Honourable fi'i(‘nd. 
]\Ir. MeWatters, has control has given us the understanding that they will 
try to Indianise that Department as much as possible, the Department 
of Stores Purchase over which my Honoiumble friend jMr. Parsons has full 
control has not yet done an 3 dhing to Indinni-se the control, and when I 
read between the lines of Sir Arthur Dickinson’.s Report, I felt that there 
were certain underlying recommendations that those officers should be 
Europeans, and I think nobodj' on this side of the House would accept 
that implication. 

Sir, then I come to the recommendations of the Dickinson Report on 
the recruitment of the higher accounting officers. In one of the para¬ 
graphs it has been recommended that everj’’ railway should have a Chief - 
Accountant and there should be a DepuD' Accountant who should be there 
to relieve him while he is awaj^ from India on leave. That very passage 
,, suggests that it was in Sir Arthur Dickinson’s mind that the Chief Ac¬ 
countants on Raihva.vs should be always Europeans. I brought up the sub¬ 
ject before the House last Session and ny Honoui’able friend Mr. Parsons 
pa,id at the time the highest compliment to the Indian complement of 
Accounting Officers bj' sajung that the}’ are doing such magnificent work ■ 
both in the Audit Department and the Pinanee Department. I did feel 
happ}- that that compliment was paid b.v m.y Honourable friend hlr. 
Parsons, but I find in paragraphs 358 and 359 certain recommendations 
that appear suspicious. It is said that four chartered accountants should 
be recruited from England for 5 jmars. And it further saj’s, that these 
four chartered Accountants will have the Director of Audit of the Rail- 
Ava}^ Board as the Chairman and they shall form the Executive Officers 
of the Committee, the other members being called upon from time to time 
in a consultative capacity for control of Raihvay Accounts. Later on in 
paragraph 359 it says : 

At the end of the term of five years they should be entitled to six months’ leave 
AccoMtants^’'’*^” considered for seleetion to A’aeant posts of Chief or^. Deputy Chief . 

incf submission tvhen I pointed out this fact to'the House 

elm Session, I again wish to emphasise the fact that if Sir Arthur 
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Dickinson \yants chartered accountants who come from England lie would 
naturallj like them to get preference oyer Indian Accountant Offieor' 
as Chief Accountants and Chief Auditors of Eailways and these Indian 
Aceountant officers happen to be 75 per cent, or 80 per cent, of the present 
cadre. On the fdy it is intended that there shall be chartered accountants 
recruited from Engird who will be eventually turned into Deputy Chief 
Accountants and Chief Accountants on the Eailwaj's. - I do not know how 
the Standing Finance Committee, where we have got resolute ehampious 
like Mr. Jamnadas Mehta and Mr. Aney, gave their consent to this part of 
the Dickinson Report. (Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : “ No, no.”) AVhile I 
accept this policy of separation—I have no other alternative but to accept 
the separation of Accounts from Audit—I will be no party to accept¬ 
ing this principle of fresh Europeanisation which I consider to be a vici¬ 
ous principle ; that European chartered accountants should be brought 
out and paid higher salaries at the commencement with a guarantee that 
they will be eventually turned into Cliief Accountants and Deputy Chief 
Accountants is very hard on the jiresent Indian Officers. Wlien the 
present European Chief Accountants, if any, go on leave, they ought to 
be replaced by Indian officers. In the Public Accounts Committee in one 
of the memorandai I saw a certain recommendation from the Auditor 
General which may not have been accepted. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury : On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
Honourable Member relevant in raising the question of Indianisation 1 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, as I was mentioning, in the Public Accounts Com¬ 
mittee in the report of the Auditor General which was submitted to us 
there were certain recommendations by the Auditor General to pay 
Rs. 250 extra salary to the chartered aceountants from England. These 
are heaven-born aceountants ! They are diiferent from the very special¬ 
ised aceountant officers which we have got in the Audit Department of 
'the Government of India and the very specialised Finance Department 
we have got under the Government of India. I believe that those recom- 
medations have been accepted by the Government of India. (Mr. Jamna¬ 
das M. Mehta : “ No. ”) But this makes me feel that there is always in 
the minds of the Auditor General or of my friend Mr. Parsons an idea 
that European recruited chartered accountants liave got some • kind of . 
divine knowledge. I find in paragraph 359 : 

“ The four charterecl accountants to be appointed should liave at least five years’ 
experience in actual accounting ivoik after passing their final e.xaniinations; should he 
experienced in the installation of neiv systems; should he familiar vith mechanised 

accounting methods-” 

It does not say that they should have previous training in railway accounl- 
ing in England. Had Sir Arthur Dickinson said that, I should have ac¬ 
cepted it as a brilliant .suggestion. But he simply says that a training in 
an office of a chartered Accountant in Glasgow or London would suit his 
purpose; I say this with all the emphasis at my command _ that 
Indian aceountants and auditors that are now occupying high positions 
in Government Departments are more efficient than these young chartered 
accountants that may be recruited in England. I do hope no 
Europeanisation will be done in the bigber Accounts Service.s. We 
tbat is tlie only department where the Indians can hold their heads 
and the work thej’ are doing is of exceptional merit, and where they .have 
e.stahlished a high reputation and a high standard because there have been 
no racial discriminations in the past. 
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Sir, I come to tlic jiext paragraph 300. It says that there sh'iElcWie 
two sections—a Planning and Progressing Section as well as a;.'det^ed 
system of Cost Accounts. For the former section they want engineer'ac- 
countants. 

Mr. President ; Order, order. 1 cannot allow the Il'*n')nrai)]c Me;ii- 
ber to go on 'vith these detaihs, I think Maulvi Jlatin Ciiaudlniry was 
quite right jn r:i;sing a point of orchw. The Honourable Member 
irrelevant. I did not stop him in the hojK; that the Ilonourablc Membei 
would himself reali'-e that he was not talking to the point. 

Mr. B. Das : May 1 point out, Sir, that an assurance was given to u 
that we could discuss this Peporl of Sir Arthur Dickinson when Govern 
ment brought u)) a b'upjilcmcntary demand before tiie House or. the s<‘j)a 
ration of Audit and Aecnuds ? 

Mr. President : TTononrable Members should have asked for a day. 

. Mr. B. Das : I canni't ask for a day now.... 

Mr, President : Tlie Chair is very sorry. 


Mr. B, Das : I Iiow to your riding. Sir. There is my .suspicion on dig 
point of farther Europeanisation. Tt applies to all tlie Departments Avhethen 
it he tlie.'/ccounts Dojjavlmeut, or the .Stores Department, or the Emri- 
neering Department. 1 want Indians to get their full shave in every De¬ 
partment. My Ilonouvahlo friend, Mi*. Par.sons, said that if this House 
sauctions the separation of Audit and Accounts he will introduce a sy.— 
tem of recruitment by examination for the higher and lower services of ac¬ 
countants. I quite welcome that, because somehow or other liiere is a sus¬ 
picion in our minds that the accountants in the lower gradc^ will be too 
ranch oppressed by ibe departmental officials Avho oecasionnlly liappon'to 
belong to the same-nvofession as iny.self. Tlioy are engineers, tliey 
are transportation officers and the poor accountants di*aAving Bs. 60 or 10(5 
AAull haA^e to obey them ; and at times accounts are falsified or records des¬ 
troyed. My Honourable friend Mr. Par.sons assured us that they Avill he 
completely separated from executive control aud Avill be under the Chief 
Aceountaut of a RaihA'ay avIio Avill be directly under the Financial Com¬ 
missioner. I feel quite happy oA'cr that assurance, and I feel happy that 
the recruitment will he by moans of a system of examination Avhere evei*y 
body will be recruited on his oaati merit. I do hope that when that re¬ 
cruitment takes place, every proA’ince will liavc a chance to supply its 
OAA*n quota of staff, because the Kaihvays liappen to run in every province 
and recruitment of the staff that is engaged in a particular proA’iuce 
ought to be from that proAunce! 


Mehta (Bombay City : Non-hluhammadan 
n'l r • ' ^ good deal of foi*ce in the complaint of my ‘Honoui*- 

abie friend, Mr. Sesha Aj^yangar, that this A^ery important que.stion .should 
in the form of a Supplementary Demand for Grant in- 
s ead of in the form of a proper Resolution for adoption or rejection by 
us Jlouse. Jhe Demand presumes tliat the proposed reform itself has 
House and that only the necessary money remains to 
discussed this que.sfion in the RaiP 
InVimi ^ I was under the impression that a Reso- 

1 c e brought forjA'ard before the House and that if that AA'as 
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ited, a Demand for Grant Avould follow. And I remained under that 
[•essjon tin the meeting dissolved. It was later pointed out to me that 
as hot intended to bring forward a Resolution and that the que.stion 
eoDid he'discussed by a cut. I do feel, Sir, that this is somewhat irregular ; 
the reform which is now sought to he made permanent and extended was 
an experiment and it had to be eonfinned bi- the House before money for 
its extension could be demanded ; what is more, Sir, the part of it. relating 
to the Clearing House has never been brought before this House in a forsial 
manner and has never been,accepted by the House after a regular debate. 
I therefore submit, Sir, that the method adopted for bringing this question 
before the A.ssembly in the form of a Suppleraentarj- Demand for a Grant 
i', to say the least, somewhat irregular. But I am afraid. Sir, that we are 
helpless in the matter and the only remedy available to us is the drastic one 
of refusing this grant ; this, Sir, I am not willing to do, because 1 have 
identified mj’^self with the principle of the reform that is proposed. 


Having made this protest, I must come to the main point, namely, 
tlio question that is before the House. There was in 1925 a great deal of 
difference of opinion as to whether the separation of Audit from Accounts 
V. as an administrative change in the right direction. ^ Although I myself 
was fully convinced of the necessity and the desirability of tlfe reform, 1 
'twas a good deal disappointed to find that a very important section in the 
House was not convinced of its wisdom. Ever since then I have thought 
long and tlmught deeply over this que.stion and I find,_ Sir, that the real 
reason for the difference of opinion aidses from the point of view from 
which j^on look at the function of accounting in railway business. Ton do 
not want in the Railways a mere continuation of a system based on the 
rigia principle of audit and accounts that prevails in the other depart ments 
of Government wliere accounts and audit are merely concerned with 
budgeting, but the Railways are a business proposition first and only 
■"Secondarily concerned with the budget; and like every other business pro- 
•hposition must keep accounts. Also the Railways must have audit, but the 
•function of auditing in a department of Government is mostly, if not. ex¬ 
clusively financial rectitude-and financial propriety. These are the onJy 
two important aspects of accounting and auditing in a i 

ment, but in a business concern, though you start witli financial rectiluck a m 
financial propriety, you do not stop there. You are not .sati/iccl 
because all the receipt.s tliat should have come in have come in. 5 oil do 
not feel that vonr business is going on wel) simply because the expendilnie 
].as been properly cheeked. That is all right and neeessnrv, bid tlud is not 
•ill fiVlien vou arc conducting a business, yonr main nbnoct should he 
see dav after dav how the business is going on. our accounts .should not 
merclv be correct, but through the accounts you slmuld h.e alilc to chase every 
siiio-le rupee that you .spend to its ultimate destination and see ^ 

nose it has served. That is not possible in the comhinecl system of railnsy 
audit and accounts. This has been again and again pointed out by Sir 
William Acwortk and Sir Arthur Diekiiison in a cogent and convinemg 
manner T think, Sir, that no one who ha"-- ever Iiad any connection with 
a commercial concern will doubt for a .single moment that it i.s tlio function 
of the aeeountant to lie the handmaid of the head of that hnsiness. He nmst 
■ he available on every occasion to the licad er the manager to ponii on. to 
^him how-the hnsine^^s runs, whether the expenditin-e that has been sane-- 
t'oned is pawimr -its wav. whether if more exiicndfinre is incurred iietter 
lesults wi’l follow, whether iu a certain direciion ceonomy can he accom- 
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plished or whether it camiot be and so on. This can only be done if the 
accouiitant works with the manager of the hnsine.s.s in close and constant 
association. Under the old system, as has been pointed out, that was an 
impossibility. The old .system liad a definite purpose and indeed served 
that purpose very well, namely, the checking of expenditure and the seeing 
that all the receipts were accounted for. But as I have said, tliat should 
not be the whole function of .Accounts in the Railways. However efficient 
the combined system may be, it cannot prevent the insolvency of the busi¬ 
ness, because it is designed more as a brake and not as a motive power. It 
is only the proposed reform which can tell you at any given moment wliether 
your business is flouinshing or otherwise and Avhat its prosiiects arc and liow 
the}’^ can be improved. Tlierefoi-e, Sir, the separation of Audit from 
Accounts must now be taken as having been finally decided by the very 
convincing reports of two great experts and bj' the ordinary experience of 
all business houses. And I hope that in other eommci’cial departments of 
Government also the separation of Audit from Accounts will be undertaken. 
We should confirm this experiment on The East Indian Railway and extend 
it to all other State Railways. 

Now, Sir, a great deal has been said to-da}”^ about the opinion of the 
Auditor General on this question. I find that every one has quoted what 
suited him mo.st. My Honourable friend Mr. Neogy quoted those portions 
which .suited his side of the argument. My Honourable friend IMr. Ranga 
Iyer quoted tliat portion which really was opposed to Mr. Neogy. The 
Honourable the Financial Commissioner satisfied himself 63 * quoting a 
certain passage relative only to one aspect of the case. But the report of 
the Auditor General on this matter has to be read as a whole, and an}’ one 
who fully reads the report of Sir Frederic Guantlett on this question must 
rise with the sure conviction that that veiy able and conscientious officer 
is whole-heartedly identified with the proposal for separation. Sir 
Frederic Gauntlett in reviewing the memorandum of the Financial Com¬ 
missioner has stated in what circumstances he received the report, in what 
circumstances he had to check it ; and when he says that he has not veri¬ 
fied particular figures he onty means, as I Imve an assurance from the 
- Financial Commissioner and an assurance from Mr. Jukes, that where there 
is a figure of say 10,28,000, for instance, he is not clear whether it should 
he 10,27.000 or 10,29.000, but that on the whole the figure is approximate!}' 
correct. We have been assured by Mr. Jukes that that is the point of view 
from which the Auditor General has criticised the memorandum. Then, 
Sir. the Auditor General also deals with the question whether certain 
reforms and economies which are claimed in this memorandum could or 
could not have been effected without the separation. He says that they 
could have been aeeompli.shed in many cases ; but after making allowance 
for that and for the shortness of the notice under which he had to consider 
this memorandum, and after stating that he had not sufficient opportunity 
to verify some figures. Sir Frederic Gauntlett says : 

‘ ‘ All that Is however in theorj' only. In practice it is really impossihle to spoenlate 
how much of the work, both on the side of accounts as well as audit, would actually 
ave been effected wthout the separation. The fact remains that nothing like the 
same measure of improvements, reforms and economies have been effected in the past 
oy the eomhined andit and accounts system.” 

That is a most important statement. Again. Sir. he says that “ a strong 
fS'Vour^ of the separation is all that has been accomplished in a 

r space ox time . Sir^ both as regards the volvime and the extent of 
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xeform and economies and tlie time within which the reforms and economies 
have been accomplished the Auditor General is in favour of the separation. 
Pinally, he comes to the conclusion which has been quoted b 5 ’' mj’' Honour- 
-able friend Mr. Ranga Ij’^er. He says : 

‘ ‘ I feel no hesitation in recommending that the experiment on the separation of 
audit froni accounts on the East Indiau E.iiln-ay he accepted as a success and that it 
he adopted as a permanent measure and extended to other^railwaj's.” 

That is Ihe final advice which Sir Frederic Gauntlett gives after reviewing 
the memorandum of the Financial Commi.ssioner. 

Then, Sir, the House will be interested to know that we had the benefit 
•of the presence in the meeting of the Railway Finance Committee, where 
we discussed the matter for four days even including a Sunday, of 
Mr. Jukes and Mr. M. K. Mitra, and Mr. B. N. Mitra. I asked them again 
and again and I was given to understand by'all these experienced officer'^ 
that whatever their apprehensions, whatever their hesitation three years 
ago, whatever their misgivings when the reform was first adopted, they have 
been convinced by the experience of the last three years that it is superior 
to ;he method of the combined Accounts and Audit. This opinion is import¬ 
ant, because it comes from people who have worked the old combined system. 
In 1925 when we were first considering the separation in the East Indian 
Railway, Mr. M. K. Mitra had submitted a report in which he asked him¬ 
self two que.stions, one was whether with the combined Audit and Accounts 
the same reforms could not be accomplished ; at that time he .stated that 
they could be accomplished. Now, this time after three years, I asked 
Mr. Mitra : 

‘ ‘ In view of tlic observations that you made in 1925, will you kindly give us your 
fmnk view in the matter? Will you still maintain what you said in 1925?” 

And the House will be glad to know that Mr. M. K. Mitra told me tliat he 
was prepared to modify his statement made in 1925, namely, that the same 
reforms conlcl be accomplished under the combined system as under the 
separate system. The very people from whom we are taking over thi.s busi¬ 
ness are all combined in favour of the I’eform and therefore whether on the 
question of principle as a busine-ss proposition, whether in the matter of 
opinion of people who are qualified to speak on it. and. lastlj*. as to results, 
on all the.se three tests, the experiment stands vindicated and we are all un- 
animon.s for continuing and extending it. (Applause.) There is. Sir. in 
one of the Schedules attached to the memoi-andum a whole list of econo¬ 
mies that have been accomplished, eileeted and achieved. Some of them 
are not of a character Avhich could be accepted by me ivitbout rc.servation. 
Some contractors, for instance, liai'c been compelled to make some reduc¬ 
tion in their bills. A contractor gives up Rs. 500 here, and another 
R<. 700 there, hut probably in consideration of tbe contractov.s giving 
up small amounts, they .got some Rs. 3,000 elsewhere. Therefore, I am 
afraid, .some of these economies are perhaps for the purpose of .stage 
management and not real economies of the kind that ive would accept. 
But making allowance for all that, if one reads the ivhole Schedule G 
from beginning to end. it is .so A'aried that it touches every Department 
on the Bast Indian Railway ; it touches every raihvay activity'’ that it 
-can possibly do. It cannot be that all these economies would be faked 
up in all departments for the purpose of dressing this report. There¬ 
fore with ordinary common sense I think we will has'e to accept these 
economies as properly accomplished. 
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Sir, while I feel that the incmorandmn of the Financial Commis¬ 
sioner is somewhat too optimistic in tone, it is a very able and exhau.st- 
ive document and does credit to its author ; wo arc prcally indebted 
to the writer of this memorandum—[Mr, Ilayman—for the insight that 
we got into the worlcing of the experiment on the East Indian Rail¬ 
way. (Applause.) Three yeai*s ago iMi’. Ilayman "s appointment to the 
Railway Board was sanctioned by ns and I am sorry. 


Mr. President ; Order, order. That is hardly relevant, 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Sir. I am regretting that Mr. Ilayman 
should, since tlie separation, have been the subject of a e'ond deal of 
criticism with regard to appointments and disappointments ; I think. Sir, 
tliat three-fourths of the opposition. 1 ivas inclined to say. the 
whole of the' opposition to separation is the re.snlt of the hitter- 
ness and disap]mintment caused by sn]ier.-e.ssicm. favouritism and jobbery, 
real or imaginary. There is a great deal of complaint oh the East Indian 
Railway, since this experiment ivas inaugurated, in regard to the super- 
se.ssion of people, prefei'incnts to incompetent poojde, and injustice to com¬ 
petent people. T am not therefore surprised that this experiment wa.s 
viewed Avith suspicion by a large number of ]ieople. 1 have had a little 
experience of making appointments in the Bombay Corporation and I know 
that for one man avIio is appointed there are dozens Avho are disappointed. 
The same may he the ea.se in regard to Mr. Ilayman*s crilacs, but I vu.sh 
thin to avoid C’oloncl Gidney, if he Avants to make himself a .success and 
Avishes to be trusted. 

Mr. President : Order, order. These observations are not at all 
relevant. 


Mr. Jamnadas M, Mehta : If you refer to the Schedule. 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

Mr, Jamnadas M. Blehta : AVith great ros]')eet 1 Avould draAv your 
attention to the Schedule, Avliich makes my observations relevant aud 
CA'en necessary. . 

_ Sir. President : The Plonourable Member may table a separate 
Resolution if he Avishes to haA'e a discussion regarding the appointments 
and clisa]<pointments of Air. Ilayman. 

Mr, Jamnadas M. Mehta : The Chair has given tliis ruling tAvice or 
thrice. 


Mr. President ; Order, order. 

Q-. M- Mehta : Very Avell, I Avill not< dwell upon it. 

bu’, the Standing Finance Committee for RailAA^ays, as aauII he seen 
rom its report, has talccn care that in future there Avill be the least 
oecasuon tor the play of the personal factor in malting appointments 
an iiat tlie system of recruitment shall be as automatic as the Railway 
,^9^1 make it. Honourable Alembers AA^ho might be 
° the separation on account of the complaints of the 

"'Yill kindly read this part of .the Standing Finauco- 
in ^ observations on the memorandum. If they hoA^e anythimr 

as ®^’tieism or suggestion that aaoII make the iigav system 

le and a.s little liable to the of the iiersonal factor as 





DEMAND FOB SUPPLEMENTABY GRANTS (RAILWAYS). 1411 

l)Ossible. the Committee will be only too glad to incorporate in the rules 
whatever suggestions are found practicable. The Kailway Standing 
Finance Committee has not sanctioned the schedule of recruitment for 
the superior and subordinate services, as the department wanted it to 
do. It has taken care that all the rules shall be considered bj’’ it before 
they are promulgated. There is no likelihood, as my rionoiu’able 
fi-iend Mr. Das is afraid, of foreigners being imported from abroad in 
the Railway Accounts Service. Qualified Indians who pass the test 
of the Public Sendee Commission ivill be entitled to reach practically 
the highest ladder in the Railway Accounts Service as is stated in the 
Schedules. 

.• Sir, there is one thing in connection with thi.s question vhich the 
House has perhaps not noticed, and that is the question of the Clearing 
House. That ivas not in the original Resolution of 1925. The Clear¬ 
ing House Office, for settling the accounts of foreign traffic of State 
Raihvays, was started in April 1926, or was put into force in April 
1926, though sanctioned in December 1925. and if the House passes 
this Demand, the House will thereby also give its sanction not merely 
to the separation of Audit and Accounts of all State Railways, but also 
to the confirmation of the Railway Clearing House at Delhi for foreign 
traffic of State Railways. Now, Sir, happily so far as the local traffic 
of these Railways is concerned, it is not included in this demand. 
Sir, as I told you, this reform was not sanctioned by the Assembly. 
I therefore pleaded before the Standing Finance Committee that the 
Clearing House office should not be made permanent along with the 
separation of Audit and Accounts. Secondly, we have had onl}' brief 
e.xperienee of its working and, thirdly, that a host of complaints against 
the Clearing House has been received during the last eighteen months 
or more from various classes of people. Some of them at any rate have 
not a good word to say about the Clearing House. In view of these 
things, I pleaded before the Standing Finance Committee that this re¬ 
form should not be made permanent side by side with the separation 
of Audit and Accounts ; that it should for the present be allowed +o 
go on for some time until mature consideration enables us to make up 
our mind one way or the other. But happily or unhappily, I was tlip 
only dissentient and after reconsidering my position I resolved not to 
give any cut on that account but to conduct myself with warning the 
House that they are taking grave risks in accepting it. The complaints 
received are not merel.v from disgruntled employees, but one at any rate 
is from a very responsible gentleman, a member of the Bombay Legis¬ 
lative Council." a Labour leader of, .shall I .say, not too advanced a tyj)e, 
an advocate of the Bombay High Court, hlr. S. C. Joshi, M.A., LL.B. 
He wrote a letter to me on the eve of the discussion on the Railway 
Clearina’ House in which he gave a very grave warning to the Com¬ 
mittee. I read out that letter to the Committee, and I think it is my 
duty to tell the House of the risks that they are taking if they will agi'ce 
also to the confirmation of the Clearing Office. Mr. S. C. Joshi says 
that the work of the Clearing House Office is inaccurate. He says 

“ AVe knoiv it full well that the appoitionmeiit made by the Clearing ITous^i'' Ofileo 
is inaccurate and generally against the conference association rules.’’ 

Now, Sir, it is a grave charge, secondly, in spite of all havdohiisi, 
say.s Mr. Joshi. there is a good deal of work left in arrears in the 
Clearing Accounts Office. The different Railways who have to do some- 
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which arc rijrhtly Ihcira .soin<‘linic.s for ;dx months. Tln n, the third 
complaint of Mr. .Tosjii i.s that there is no real economy in tlie Clearing 
Ofiice as was claimed on Us Indinlf when it wa*; forniulatf'd ; and, 
finally, IMr. Joshi warns the Finance (.lommittee that the. case in 
favour of the (bearing Ilon.se i.s onesided and that, those who are op¬ 
posed to if have had no opjiorlunily to ]>nl the oilier side of the qnf"ition 
hefore it, and therefore, aecordiiifr to Mr. doshi before a regular and 
independent enquiry into the .snece.ss or olherwi.se of the Clcariiie: 
House is made, the Assembly would he lahiiifr frrave risks in contirminp 
it. Sir. that letter I read onf before the Committee and the Committee 
also .seriously cotisiderod it. The Committee fhouftht it was not rifrht 
to delay the reforjn simply for the .sake of Mr. Joshi’s eomjilaints and 
j\Ir. Jn'ke.s. on helinlf of the Andilor-Gener/il. entered a severe jn'otcit 
against the vati:noness of the serious char{;es of Mr. Joshi. The Com- 
mit'tee eave patient attention to Mr. .loslii’s letter, hnt they ^ (inalty 
decided that the reform should not he delayed while nerecine that 
itlr. Joshi’.s complaints .should be inquired into. As if happened 
Mr. Joshi was in Simla the same day. only we didn't ktinw that ; but 
now. Sir, iMr. Joshi has written to me that he is prepared lo^ snh- 
.s'tnntiate every cliarfre h<* has made afrainsi the Clearing' ilon.se Ofiiee. 1 
trust that the Finnnoial Commi.ssioner will frive Mr. Joshi ample oppor¬ 
tunity to .su])st>;intiate his complaitits and if they are wcll-t'oniided to set 
them rifrhl. 

Lastly, in commcndiiif: this demand to the llou.so I will read a few 
lines.from (he report of Sir A. Dickinson where he makes the follnwincr 
observations repnrdinp the jirc-scnt combined sy.slem : 

“ Xotliinj' 0.01 l)(‘ Ko <U'!i<tonini; (i» tlio initiative iunl oiitorprin' of ;i romtu'U'iit nfli- 
cov as a stiff ondo outside the liniitsfioits of oliieli lie caiiuot prcooed in tlie )uinute«t jinr- 
ticnlnr. One aoiouul.s ofTiier lias rojiortod to me Hint on laVinK up li'*' dutlfs on a oer- 
tain tlaihvay lio tva.s oonfronted ivitli a." volimie.s of codes and niatiiials all of v.liioli ie- 
was oxpeetod to atnorl).'' 

Now, Sir, thi.s statement of Sir A. Dickinson is a .sufficient agree¬ 
ment against the combined .sy.strm ; it .show.s that under the present 
sy.slem before an accounts officer can become efficient in the di.scharge 
of Ilia dutie.s he has trot to master :l.~> codes and manuals. T think. Sir. 
oven if Aristotle were hronglit to life again, he could not do that : 
ninoh less can an acconnlo officer on rnditin Raihvays. .Separation is 
■therefore the right remedy. 

Sir, I commend this reform to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons (Financial*Commissioner, Ilailways) : Sir, the 
support which I have been luclcj’^ enough to get for thc.se proposals in their 
general aspects from the other side of the House makes it nimccessary 
for me to detain Honourable Members long in reply. And I am jiarti- 
cnlarly glad of it. because T understand that there arc a good many Mem¬ 
bers wlio would like to gain experience of the exploits of the East 
Indian Railway in another and more exciting held than that of accounts. 

There are hoAvever one or two points with which I think I had bettor 
eal. First of all, a complaint has been made hv several jMembers—iMr. 
damnadas Mehta, Mr. Sesha Ayyangar and I think Mr. Ncogy—that these 
propo.sals have been brought before the House in the form of a Demand 
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for a Supplementarj’- grant instead of by a .Resolution. I admit, Sir, 
that that objection did not occur to me until it was mentioned by ;Mr. 
Jamnadas Mehta to me after our meetings in the Standing Finance Com¬ 
mittee. When I discovered that though these proposals are likely to 
lead to a considerable saving eventually we should want Rs. 12,000 more 
this year, I looked up the rules about Supplementary Grants and I dis¬ 
covered that it is definitely laid down in Rule 49, Standing Order 72, 
that an estimate shall be presented to the Assembly for a supplementary 
or additional grant when the need arises in the current year for expendi¬ 
ture for which the vote of the Assembh’’ is necessary upon some )iew 
service not provided in the Budget. The course I took was. tlierefox’e, 
that prescribed by the Standing Orders and I also think it is fairly clear 
from the discussion which we have had that the procedure which I liave 
adopted has not in any way prejudiced Honourable Members in making 
their comments on these proposals. I should however have been quite 
prepared to put forward a Resolution, had I thought earlier that there 
would be any desire for that course to be adopted. 


I will now turn to my Honourable friend klr. Neogj’'. His first 
complaint against me was that it was inconvenient that this motion was 
not brought forward earlier in the Session. I confess that I have a sus¬ 
picion that there would never come an occasion on which Mr. Xeogy 
would feel tlia’tl such a motion was convenient. Nor of course did it 
rest with me that the Session has not lasted longer, though I have gn 
idea that by his vote yesterday he could have obtained tlie prolongation 
of it which he apparently desires. Anyhow I tabled the motion as earl3’’ 
as possible. 


I tliink, Sir, that Mr. Jamnadas Mehta has sufficiently answered the 
point abotit what the Auditor General’s view of these proposals actually 
is. My own view is that which has been recorded bj’’ the Standing Finance 
Committee, who have, I think, given a reasoned e.xposition of what has 
been clone under the separation of accounts and audit on the Bast Indian 
Railway and what remains, as I admit much remains, to be done. Mr. 
Neogy mentioned that he feared ’that under the proposed system audit 
would be less independent than it is noiv. I should like quite definitely 
to rehut that suggestion, because the Auditor General and the Railway 
Board are extremely anxious that audit should be independents and it is 
very largeH because we consider tliat if audit is separated from acconn 
it will be more independent that we liave put forw.yd these proposals 
to the House. Mr. Neogy also challenged the rebabiLty of the estimate 
of savino-s that we have given : they amount to Rs. 1,9 1 ,000 on ostablisli- 
rLnt alone When the Auditor General wrote his minute, he was not in 
a position to state definitely that he had accepted this estimate His 
mimite was dated the 7th August, 1928. Since that time, ttiis esbraa e 
has been exhaustively examined by the Auditor Geneial and his 
and I understand that i't is now accepted by lam as being as reasonable 
an estimate of what the savings are likely to be as anj' one can at pre¬ 
sent "ive Mr. Neogy also expressed a fear that the scales of pay whieli 
proposed moy prorc to I.e too lotv .,„d tl.ot eve,, thoi.gl. nt the 
Top inf vve Ly be able to get these savings, in the fntnre ,vc shal li.nvo 
To S he S,ales ot pay. I should like to refer him lo a re,,, ark ,n the, 
Anditor General’s minute from vrhieh it may he surmised that ,i, his 
opinion it is more likely that he will be able to reduce (he scales of pa,^ 
in the Indian Andit Service than that it will he necessary to lais, the 
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scales oJ' ])a.y for ilio ^^ail^s’ay Aeeouiil'-i Service. In ])ara{jraph IG o£ 
Jiis minute ho say.s : 

“ 1 think It point wliicli require:) innlurc eohHi'lornlion io whotiior it is (ioir.able to 
retain for tlie liuliau Audit Herviee of tin' future tlic* cxiHtinp; .scales of p;iy of tiio 
iiidian Audit niut .\eeounts .Serviee. ” 


I should like to turn now, Sir, to the quite definite questions tli.ot 
were ])Ut to me hy iMr. Ktinzru and also to the points niised by Mr. 
Abdttl Matin Cluiudliury and Mr. Das. Mr. Kunzru asked me what v.'e 
were {foinp: to do with reprard to vjieancics which may oc(‘Ur before the 
J'ulos for reeruiimcJil luive lu'en framed. I had belter perliap.s take the 
staff of tlie new Hailway Accounts Serviee in three ptirfs, ofiicei-.s, higlier 
subordinates—aeeouniiints atid .so on-—and elei'ks. Mith rc<rard to 
officers, 1 am not iinticipating that we shall Inive any caeanci)"'' to fill 
by outside recruitment, at any rate at present and until the rulc.s bare 
been framed and siUtlcd witii the Standing Finance (Committee i<'r Hail- 
way.s, because 1 think we shalli be able to obtain aii tbe men we want 
either hy loan from the Indian Audit and Aecounls Service or by iln* 
proniotion of suitalilc subordinates iU that sinwiei* or in tlie existing 
Hallway Accounts Service. 1 sec no reason to antiei])ri1e Hint any 
vaoancie.s will occur before tbe.se rules bnve been settled with is-gard to 
officers, especially as we slinll have to bring in the separation gradually, 
and until next April proliably wc shall oul.v have to deal with the Hurmf' 
Hailways. 


I will now go to the ntlicr end of t)»e scale, Witli regard to clerics' 
I cannot say definitely that no appointments will be made until t'hc.so 
rules have been iia.ssed, tliougli I do not think it very likely tliat more 
than,a few in any ease will be .so made. What we propose to do is to 
make leiiiporary promotions from the existing c.stablishincnts in our 
accounting offices and only to recruit on a temporaiw basis in the va¬ 
cancies that may occur until the new rules have been jinssed. AVhen tbe 
rules have been passed, our idea is to have a competitive examination for. 
all clerks entering the various offiee.s. In that Avay, I tliiuk we should get 
rid of any complaints, whetlier .iustified or unjustified, that favouritism 
lias been shown in making these appointments. And it is hex'e that the 
point made by my friend Mr. AbdiU Matin Cliaudbury comes in. When 
we liold those examination.s it is our intention to rc.serve one-third of the 
vacancies for the redpess of communal inequalities in these offices ; and 
if, as is the case at present, cert kin conununitios arc not well roprosLuited 
ill those offices, because they were not xvoll represented in those Ofnce.s 
from which our staff has been obtained, tlicn the redress op ihc'C com¬ 
munal inequalities will be carried .out through this one-third of tiie 
vacancies being reserved for tliexn, irrespective of the fact that certain 
members of those eoftuniinities may succeed in obtaining a certain number 
.of the places in the remaining two-lhird.s which will bo filled by conipet-i- 
tion. That is to say. in deciding how to fill one-third of the A’acancies we 
shall look at the composition of the office as a whole—it may be the Clear¬ 
ing Accounts Office or the East Indian Hailway Accountis Office—and not 
merely at the numbcr.s of the'various communities wlio happen to get 
in at an individual examination. I hope 1 have made myself clear. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (North West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince : Nominated Non-Official) : What about recruitment in the other 
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offices ? Tliere the defieienej' caused by the transfers migrht have' been 
made good by this one-third. 

- Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Sir, so far as the offices at present under me 
are concerned, since they have come under me—I am referring of course 
particularly to the Clearing Accounts Office at the moment—there has 
been quite considerable Muhammadan recruitment. 

The Eevd. J. 0. Ohaterjee (Nominated : Indian Christians) : May I 
ask tlie Honourable Member to saj’ whether riie term hlinority Com¬ 
munity ” will onlj* refer to the Muhammadan community or to otIiei> 
as well ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I have used the plmrases I have used advised¬ 
ly, and the term “ minority commtmic}’’ does not refer to one coiu- 
Piunity onlj^ 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Do we want accountants or religions in 
ilie Railway Accounts Service ? 

I\Ir. A. A. L. Parsons ; I liave so far dealt with clerks ; I will now 
deal with accountants. These will ordinarily be taken from clerks who 
have passed the accountants’ examination which will, >1 expect, be 
exactly the same as the examination for which clerks under the Auditor 
Geueral now sit. The actual details have not been worked out. 

■ T lioi^e I have now explained exactly how we propose to man tliC';'' 
offices and I should like to make one point clear. We have no idea of 
hfinging in recruits from outside India to fill any of these posts, 

■ and the particular recommendation of Sir Arthur Dickinson to which, T 
think, Mr. B. Das referred, is one which has not been accepted hr Qov- 
ernmeuf. 

There is only one more matter to which I want to allude, and that 
is in connection with what my friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta said uboiit 
whether we should make the Clearing Accounts Office permanent now. 
^Ye have alwa.ys been very glad to receive the support we have got from 
• Mr. Jamnadas over these separation proposals, and though I cannot 
admit that the working of the Clearing Accounts Office has been bad.— 
in fact, I gave figures the other day to show that it has been extremely 
good,—I am quite prepared to investigate complaints made by a res¬ 
ponsible person if they are substantiated by definite facts and figures. 
The real tiling in regard to the Clearing Accounts Office is that it is im- 
jiossible to remove the various grievances of the clerks there until th.*' 
office is made permanent and we can decide how they should lie plaeed. 
until we know hou' many there are going to he permanently and for how 
many we should build accommodation. That is the point I made in my 
opening speech, and that is really the reason at the hack of my mind I'o'- 
wanting the House to agree now to making the Clearinsr xlceounts Ofnee 
a permanent institution. 

Sir, I liave done. I trust the House will accept this motion. 

Ml'. President : The question is ; 

'' Tli. 1 t a supiilcmoiitary sum not ex( ceding Rs. 12,COO be granted to the Ooe- 
cnior General in Council to defray the charge.s 'vhieh nill come in course of payment 
during the year ending the 31st day of March, 1029, in respect of ' Audit 

Tlie motion was adopted. 

The Assembly tlien adjourned for Dunch till 'Ten Minutes to Three 
of. the Oiock. 
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The Assembly re-as.seinblcd arter Lunch at Ten Minule.s to Tliree- 
of Ihe Clock, Mr. Presideni in the Chair. 


AMENDiMENTS TO THE STANDING OKDEHS. 

=!-Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar (Tanpore cum Trichinopoly : Non- 
Muiiammadan Rural) ; Sir, ] bog <o move tliat the aincndmenfs to the 
Standing Orders, as reportetl by the Select Coniniiftee, be taken into con¬ 
sideration. 

Honourable Members are aware that at (he beginning of last year 
T brought forward a certain number of amendments to tlic Standing 
Orders and moved for leave to introduce, whieli was unopposerl. Tlierc- 
upou, according to the procedure of the House, a Select Committee was 
elected by proportional votes, which sat in February and March last 
year and produced a Report wliich rvas .submitted to the House in ^farcli 
last. Since that time, these amendments to the Standing Orders have 
been coming on the agenda of both official and non-offieial business, but 
apparently, by some unknown convention of this House, amendments 
to Standing Orders are alway.s put last on the list and usually on the 
last of the days that are available for the House to consider them. I do 
not know why it should bo so, why the House should be so indilTereiit 
to the improvement of its practice and procedure, but apparently that is 
the sjLstem which is in vogue. I hope, Sir. tliat, a.s a re.sult of tlie amend¬ 
ments which J now propose, it will bo po.s.sil)le for us to improve our prac¬ 
tice and procedure. 


'-f/1 do not Avaul to take up tlic lime of the House at this fag end of 
the Session by making any detailed .speech upon llie actual amendments 
which have been recommended by the Select Committee. I may .say 
at once that the object of all these amendments is not merely to improve 
the present procedure, not merely to rectify some of the defects which 
were noticed, but also to increa.se the Assembty’s usefulness as a legi.sla- 
tivc assembly which desires to assist the Government in carrying on the 
, government of this country in a manner responsible to the .representa- 
'tives of the people. So far as that is concerned, I consider that, even 
witbin the very serious limitations which have been imposed upon us 
by the Act and by tli^ Indian Legi.sla1ivc Rules, by which the Governoi- 
, Geueral in Council has such a great voice in controlling the practice and 
procedure . of this House, it is jiossihle Avit.liin the limit.s imposed 
upon us to improve our practice and procedure, so that this House may 
do .very maich more usefxil work on behalf of 'flie people as tlieir repre- 
. .sentatives in this House than we haA'e been able to do so far. The main 
improvement which I want to suggest is that, so far as this House is con- 
eerneu, it has not sufficient time or opportunity to bring forward matters 
of public interest for discussion in this House, and iii that re.spect we are 
at a serious disadA’^antage as eompaiujd Avith other Parliamentary asseiu- 
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blies in the world. So £ar as the parallel of British Parliamentary pro¬ 
cedure is concerned, it may be technically right that in England the 
Ministry has much control over the business of the House. But as the 
Ministry represents the House, as the representatives of the peojile have 
a voice in the making oi the hlinistry, that Ministry is controlled by the 
Legislature in a manner vcrj'^ much more thorough than it can ever be 
in this House. Therefore, that parallel will not hold good. But even 
• otherwise, even from the point of ^dew of the fact that in England 
naturally on account of the re.si)onsible character of the Alinistry the 
bmiiness of the House there is more controlled by the Ministry than here, 
even then, I say that in this House we do not get the facilities Avhich are 
given in Parliament to Honourable Members who are prhmte Members 
as well as Members belonging to the ditterent parties. The manner in 
which the House of Cojnmons gives facilities to the House to discuss the 
administration, to criticise the GovernmenlJCfiud to bring votes of censure 
on or votes of no-conlidence in the Government in the House is by four 
or hve very definitely ascertained Avays by means of coiwentions. First 
all,' they have got a debate on 'the Address. The Bang’s Speech gives 
an indication of the policy of Ilis Majesty’s GoA^ernment, and upon that 
'immediately a debate is initiated over the Avhole policy of the Govern- ^ 
men't and that is carried on for days on end m Parliament. 

That is one step. The other step is the debate on the several ad- 
joprnmentSiof the House that take place from time to time, on the ad- '' 
journment for Easter, on the adjournment for Christmas and on the 
adjournment for Whitsuntide. On every motion for the adjournment 
of the House, general debates are instituted Avhich give an oppor¬ 
tunity to the House .to discuss various xjuestions dealing Avith the execu¬ 
tive government of the country. But the most important motions on 
which the House of Commons is able to get every matter of importance 
in the administration of the country discussed in the House is by meaus 
of motions in the Committee of (Supply and the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 'In England these Committees are more or less perpetually in 
Session during tile whole of the Sessions of Parliament througliout the 
year and as they are Committees A-arious motions are brought forAvard 
under the various a'oIps AAdiich come up for discussion in the House of 
Commons. Then there is of course the opportunity by Avay of moving 
the adjournment of the House on matters of urgent public importance. 

If you compare Avith that AA^hat Ave haA'e in this country, I say that the 
pOAver that has been conferred upon us is extremely limited. Under the 
rules the Governor General has got the poAver to allot certain specific 
days for the transaction of non-official business, that is, Besolutions and 
Bills. As a matter of fact motions AAdiich can be brought forward other 
than by Avar of Resolutions Avere completely ignored until recently. The}' 
discovered it apparenth- after I gave notice of motions to amend the 
Standing Orders. In 192C, the Government publi.shed certain amendments 
to the Indian Legislative Rules by means of AA’hieb motions other tlian 
Resolutions have been alloAved to be brouglit fox'AA’ard under very seriou'j 
limitations. Then aa'g have no debate on the Address. The number of 
day.s allotted for non-official business is genoj-ally not inofc tlian 6 from 
January to March, in any ease not more than 8 at the maximum, and not 
more than 3 or 6 in the Simla Session. Tliercfore we haA-e A'ery little 
opportunity as non-officials to bring forward questions of importance. 
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So far '.'as; Go'Vermncnt business' is' concerned,, Government' business here 
is 'not carried, on in' tlie same Svay as it is carried on in England by 
means bf the Committee of Supply and the Committee of 'Ways and Means 
It 'ib etirried 'o'n by means'of Bills'and. Supplementary 'Grants’,and things 
like that. I admit: that'so far as the power of discussing the administra- 
'tion islconcerned Ave have'been'given the'power by means of the prp- 
'eediife adopted since 1921 to discuss questions of administration during 
the time,of the budget grants and also to some extent during.the discus¬ 
sion of the Finance Bill. 'The total number of days that have so far been’ 
allotted for the discussion of these grants is six days, and;if you take the 
two days that are allotted for the discussion of the Ilail.wa.j’’ Grants, not 
'more than 8 days are. allotted' to non-official Members for discussing the 
'administration and taking these days in add-iMoii to the ^days allotted 
for Eesolutiohs, there is in comparison to the state of things in England 
.very little time 'ivithiii lyliich ive are in a.position to discuss the adminis¬ 
tration of the Government of this country. Therefore, my object in 
bringing this motion is to imiirove. matters in this respect. , In the first 
'placej. as Honourable Members ivill'recollect;,,oh some days official busi¬ 
ness takes only five minutes. We come herctmost hcrcmoniously, sit. Toi' 
five minutes, move that the Bills be circulated and then'the rest of the day 
is wasted so far as we are concerned. . , . 

i I Mr. President : You can say all these things when: speaking 6n the 
■amendments.- ' • _ ■ . > ;■ 

... .<■■■ .. ■ • .. ■ ! . * .1 / M‘‘ 

, Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar :• I do not want to .detain theillouse at 
this stage,. The object of-my proposing these amendments is to allow'this 
House to use the full time i at its disposahAvhen all: of us are here for-the 
transaction of the, business of . the country ; to, allow, also that on: days 
which are not appropriated.to Government business we .should.be an. a 
position to appropriate those;;days, throng your!discretion. Sir,-to dis¬ 
cuss business brought foiuvard by, non-officials Avhen official-business-lis 
not brought,forward. : We also desire, Sir, tliat-Ave should haA';e;the right 
to move-an. address, upon the .speeches .Avith..Avhich His. Excellency the 
Yieeroy usually, opens this House, , when he takes occasion to comment on 
various administrative, measures .or to lay doAvn Amrious lines of policy. 


. " There are sundry other amendments, Sir, pn which, i do not,want-to 
take up,the time of the House now. If,and when they are put forward I 
shall have occasion to explain Avhy those amendments are sought to; .be 
.made, .I.hm sure the .Avhple: House , will agree with me that the pbject 
of. the’ a'niendmehts is one AAffiich ,shoiild commend itself to, every one in 
this. House. I ami; glad’to sayithat the official.Members^ agreed Avitli. nie 
that more facilitie.s should be,,given, although they difiered.as to.the de- 
tailed processes by which.it should be done. I do'not ivant. to. take.up 
■ more time of the House and I,move that the amendment uf' the. Standing 
Orders be taken into consideration. ■ ]' ' 

XT ' Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Ohittobr : 

1 ^hral) - Sir, I rise to make a motion which l am sure 

W4|.: please every one in this House though it is perhaps 'cbntraiyA o ’the 

■ . ■.*Spoech not. covrected by the Honourable .Member. 
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general practice. It is rarely tliat we come to a unaiiimoiis agreement 
,about anytliing, but I am certain that the motion J am now going to 
make will be so jileasiug that every one will give liis vote for it. I have 
also had as a co-sharer sometiiing to do with the motion about the amend¬ 
ment of the Standing Orders and tlierefore would like to subtract a little 
of the ego of Mr. RangasAvami Iyengar and put in my oavu ego. I move, 
Sir : 

' “ That the further consideration of this motion be adjourned to the Delhi 
Session. ’ ’ 

I am sure Members tvill feel considerably relieved after the great ten¬ 
sion of the work ^\^e have been doing if this debate is taken over to the 
Delhi Session. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the further consideration of this motion be adjourned to the Delhi Session.” 

' The motion was adopted. 


STATEMENT BY Mr. PRESIDENT REGARDING UIS VISITS TO 

PROVINCIAL COUNCILS. 

Mr, President : There is no other business before the House this 
Session. There are Dvo outstanding matters which the Chair has got to 
dispose of. One is in regard to certain questions addre.ssed by Honour¬ 
able Members to the Chair. I make my statement as promised. 

In pursuance of a promise I made the other day, I propose to make 
a statement in connection with a large number of interpellations from 
some Honourable Members questioning the propriety of certain criticisms 
and attacks against the President of the Assembly Avhich had apiieared 
in a certain newspaper some days back in commenting upon his recent 
visits to some of the Provincial Councils. . I had also received a notice of 
motion from Mr. B. Das asking this House to place on record its scvei’cst 
condemnation of those attacks. I have recently expressed the vieiv that 
it is the inherent right of the Assembly to condemn by a specific motion 
any attack made against itself or,its President. At.tlic same time I am 
clearly of opinion that such a procedui-e .should not be i-e.sorted to except 
in very exceptional circumstances, and I would niipeal to the House 
particularly in the light of what has haiipencd since these notices to leave 
the matter there, and not to pursue it any further. The House will 
also permit me in this connection to draw its attention to a matter of 
procedure in regard to notices and interpellations addi’e.ssed to the 
.•^resident. It is a well e.stablishcd rule of practice in the House of Com¬ 
mons that questions may be publicly addressed to the Speaker regardine 
matters of procedure and privileges of the House, but it i.s not permi.ssible 
to gh’o notice.s of such enquiries and have them printed on the Notice 
Paper in the same manner as que.stions addressed to I\Iinisters. Jly pre¬ 
decessor had followed that rule, and I propose to do the same. If goes 
without saying that-to require the Chair to ansAver questions and enter 
into a controA'ersy is Avholly incompatible with the decorum of the pro- 
p-edings of this House, and derogatoiy to the dignity of the Chair : such, 
a procedure must, therefore, be discouraged and deprecated. ■ ' 
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r,KaisriATivj5 assrmm^y. 


[25x11 Sept. 1928. 


f]\rr. Presitlont.] 

]\In.y I tfiljo tliis opporfuniiy of oxplaniinp (o llio llonso 1h<> aefiial 
cvcnJ.s and <lic c.vacf j)osi(ion in rofirard io fJio visit.s of (lie Pixsifiont of 
Die Assembly lo the Provincial Councils ? This practice has not beer, 
staitcd by ine. Tlic llonsi* is fully awire that it has been in vogue since 
pic iiiccjition of Die present Jiefornis and Dm! it mas not huthilcd at the 
instance or on the suggestion of Die J’resident himself. In rccommcncliii'' 
Dio appointment of the first I’residenI, Dm Joint, Parliamentary (Jom'^ 
miilce mliicli dealt, with the Peform Pill of 1910 observed : 

“ Tic sIioiiW bo tlio ptiido .-inil adviser of fla- rrc*ji(!cnts of tlic Proviuoial Ooiindh, 
and in! Hiiotild bo clioson witli a viow (o the influcio'c ivliicli if {<( lio[)cd Iio ■i\ouId liavc 
on ibc whole liistory of the P.arliainciit.ary j)rorodtir(' in Jadia,” 

To attain Ibis end, veiy soon after bis npiiointment as the President of 
flic Assembly, my distingiiisbed predeoe.ssor, Sir Frederick Whyte, iinder- 
t,oolc a tour visiting several jirovinces in July and August 1921. It mill 
intei’cst the House to Icnoiv in bis own words the reason wlij’ lie under¬ 
took Diat tour. In repl}' lo a question tabled by lilr. S. C. Gbosc regarding 
the annual Conferences of Die Presidents of Dio Legislative Bodies, Sir 
Frederick Wliytc replied on 3rd February, 1925, ns follow.s ; 

" After llin. lixeellcacy Itic Viceroy (then Lord t'liclin‘<ford) aiamintcd me to 
be President of ttic JiCfri'^la'tive Asheialdy, the Ibeii Reorefary of State (Mr. Moiitajrn) 
discussed informally witli iiio the scojio of my work o'! President, tn {lu> course of 
our eouversatiou, lie said tli.at lie tlioufrlit it would be advisable for the President of 
tlio LcgiElntivc Assoiubly to establish friend^' relations witli Ids brother Presidents in 
the Provinces. A few months later, after rcsnininn chnrj'o of niy jn-eseat ofTiee, I 
went on tour, visitinj: three Provia'ces in .Inly and .\u}'iist, 1021. I am fjlad to be .able 
to inform flic As’-miiblv that J met with n most rordial reception: .and partly ns a 
result of conversations which I then had with niy eolIe.'igue.s in th(>>-c three Provinces 
:md partly ns the result of correspondenee with the Presidents in other Provinces, T 
was oncournecd to issue an invitation to all the Presidents to assemble in conference at 
Simla in September 3921." 

It will thus be seen that, apart from Die recommendation of the Joint 
Committee, to which I have tilrcacly made reference, the jirtictice in¬ 
augurated by Sir Frederick Whyte, my predecessor, of visiting the Pro¬ 
vincial Councils had the sanction of no less an authority than that of 
Mr. Montagu, avIio initiated and carried Dirougb Die Peform Act under 
which the present Central and Provincial Legislaliircs of India have been 
constituted. The necessity of close co-operation between Die President 
of the Assembly and tlie Presidents of the Provincial Councils, and of co¬ 
ordination in the methods of work and in the practice and procedure of 
the Legislaturc.s has been repeatedly emphasised at the annual conferences 
held not only during the time of Sir Frederick Wliytc, but also during 
mj term of office. ' 

Tn 192-5, after my electaon to tbi.s Chair, T enquired of His Excellency 
Lord Reading (the then Viceroy) Avlicthcr the in-aetice followed by Sir 
Frederick Whyte of visiting Die Provincial Councils and liaving annual 
conferences with the Presidents of their Councils .should bo continued 
by me, who was an elected President and not an appointed Pre.sident 
with Parliamentary experience. In replj' I was informed that : 

" His Excellency is of opbiion tliat the change from aiipointecl to elected President 
has not affected’ the position and that it is desiiablo tli.it the elected President of the 
Legislative Asdombly should maintain the same relations with the elected Presidents of 
the local Legislative Councils as were m.aintained bj' his predecessor with the appointed 
Presidents of their Councils." (Applailse). * ' ' - 
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When the annual conference of Presidents was held' in January 1926, 
the Provincial Presidents who attended it placed on record their unanimous 
oxjinioh in the following terms : ’ , 

“ All the Provincial Presidents asked the President of the Legislative Assembly 
to'place'on record their unanimous opinion that the purpose of these conferciices could 
be more effectively carried out if the President of the Legislative Assembly visited’ the 
Provinces from time to time for discussing with each Provincial President the difficulties 
and intricacies arising in the proeeduro and for attending the meetings 'of the Provin¬ 
cial Councils.” 

I think I have said enough to enable the House to know why the practice 
of the visits of the President of the Legislative Assembly to Provincial 
Councils was started and has- been continued, and to realise that these 
visits of the'President of the Assembly to the Provinces are wholly in 
the public interest, and have been undertaken in’the discharge of his public 
dutiesi- (Applause.) I may also assure the House that the expectations 
entertained'by'those who originated the proposal and practice-have been 
fullj- realised and these visits have proved of the utmost benefit in.' the* 
discharge of our duties both to me personally and, I should presume, to the 
Presidents-. and' the Members of Provincial Councils with whom I came 
in contact.. In' a vast country like India with a Central and several 
Provincial Legislatures, it! seems to be absolutely necessaiy that there 
should’he a co-ordination of practice and a general' uniformity of proce¬ 
dure, to the utmost extent possible. 

' These visits are undertaken when the Councils are sitting, in. the 
Provinces.' They enable the Assembly President to come in contact not 
only with the- heads of their Cofincils but also with the leading Members 
comprising them. They facilitate a free exchange of views on various 
technical and other matters relating to the procedure of tJie Legislatures. 
In my opinion, therefore, the present practice ought to be welcomed by 
all who are anxious to see that Parliamentary institutions develop in this, 
country on right lines. I may add that, so far as my last tour to the 
Pi evinces was concerned, it had an additional and, special interest. It 
was only, last year that I returned from a visit to Europe which I had 
undertaken on my own. During that visit, I had the advantage of attend- 
rag the Sessions of! the Legislatures of Gi’eat Britain and Ireland and of 
prolonged' eon.sultations and conversations ivith, their-Speakers, A.s the 
present constitution of our Provincial and Legislative Bodie.s have followed 
the lines,of representative institutions in Europe,, I-was enabled; with the 
knowledge thus acquired more ,cleai’ly to appreciate.and discuss the difil- 
c.ullies felt in PfoAuncial Legislatures during my Aisits to tliem. 

I have made these observations to enable llie House fully to appreciate 
‘ the iiurpose of my A'isits to the ProAUneial Councils. 


STATEMENT BY Mr. PRESIDENT REGARDING ALLEGATIONS 
MADE AGAINST HIM IN CERTAIN xNEWSPAPERS. 

Mr. President,; At a meeting of the 14fh September, Pandit Motilal 
Nehru, the Leader of the Opposition, had dr.iAvn my attention to certain 
criticisms against the President of the Assembly- contained in the report 
of the Correspondent of the Thnes of India in its. issue of the SMi Septem¬ 
ber, and also in the Tne.s.sage of the Simla Corre.spondent of the Daily Tele¬ 
graph published in that paper and telegraphed' to this oountiy by the 
* Ficc Press and reported jn the Indian Daily Mail of the 10th S*eptember. 
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[Mr. President.] 

It was coniended by Ihc Leader of ilie Oppositioti liiat criticism.s in the 
report of the 7'hncs Correspondcid conlained a sii^gcslion Unit fhc Presi¬ 
dent of this Assembly had done a good deal of publicity in preparation 
for the discussion of <he question of the institution of a separate Assembly 
Secretaiuat, and wdth a view to prejudice the Government position. They 
also contained a charge of ])artiality againsM the President in giving his 
ruling against the Government in connection willi the Public Safety 
Bill on (ilh September, 1928. 

I have carefullj’- examined the.se criticisms, and I am satisfled that 
the contention of the Leader of the Ojiposition is substantially correct. 
The writer has cleverly avoided making a direct suggestion or charge, 
but failed in his attempt to conceal Ids real motive. Such veiled insinua¬ 
tions and .suggestions are, in my opinion, more reprehensible than direct 
charges. 


The message of the Simla Correspondent of the London Daily Tele¬ 
graph speaks for itself and needs no comment. It contain.*! a direct charge 
of ijartiality against the President, and the writer has made no attempt 
to conceal his intentions. During the debate no jMember had a word to 
saj in justification or defence of these criticisms, and the frc.sh statement 
made by the Ilomc Member on the 22nd September left no room for doubt 
'hat the whole House strongly disapproved and condemned those criticisms 
ana assured the Pre.sident that lie AviU have its support in any action that 
he’ might think fit to take against the Correspondents concerned. 

Speaking for myself I am always umvilling to take any disciplinary 
measure against the Press men and, therefore, have delayed passing any 
orders in this case so long in the hope that the Correspondents concerned 
might see their way to tender to the Chair and the Ilouse their unqualified 
apology. Not only no apology came, but one of the Corre.spondents added 
insult to injury by writing to me that his comments w'ere based on the 
remarks made by Members of several Parties in the House, as if that was 
anj justification for the comments he made, even if true. I fully appre¬ 
ciate and recognise the general support I have received from the Press in 
India in the discharge of my difficult duties, and if I take any action in this 
case it is because I am driven to it by the Correspondents themselves. I 
wish they had taken note of the universal condemnation in the House of 
their conduct and had made amends. 


In these circumstances I hereby direct that with effect from the date 
of the ^journment of the House sine die the Press passes granted to 
■ atessrs Byrt and Rice shall stand cancelled, and no notice papers. Bills, 
etc., be sent to them until further directions from the President, 

concerned or their papers are eligible 
if i^ considered by the President 

^ ^“^™e meanwhile a fuU, frank and unqualified apology to tlie Chair 

SiSmd^n fuch ^ by thf PresMent and 

papers and in such manner as he might approve. 

The Assembly then adjourned sine die. 
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'Election of the Vice-President, Cantonment Board,-. 1004. 
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Question re — 

Feeder railways in Sind. 405-06. 
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Question re allegations against-, a junior officer in the Dinapur Division 
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ACCIDENT(S)—co«^(Z. 

Question re— contd. 

Allegations against railway o£B.cials in connection with, the-between 

Hayaghat and Kishanpux on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 
693 94. 

Casualties in the-between Hayaghat and Elishanpur on the Bengal 
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1193. 

Filling up of vacancies in the office of the-. 1339, 

JI176LA 
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basis. 562-63. 

Proposed separation of Audit from-on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

1307-08. 
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Question re— 
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«7(J. ' 


1192- 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


7 


ACHARYA, Mr. M. K.— 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill'— 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 351-60, 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, to circulate and to refer to Select Committee. 848- 
52. 

Question re — 

Age of Consent Committee. 534-36. 

Provident fund for Government employees, 1278-79. 
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Jubbulpore Cantonment. 1118-19. 

Trial of cases under the-in Hazara, Bannu and Dera Ismail 

Khan. 1122-23. 

Cess- 

« 

Question re exemption of the profits of railway collieries in Bihar and 
^ Orissa from assessment under Chapter V of the-. 563-64. 

. Foreigners- 

i. 

Question re total number of persons against whom action was taken rmder 
the-, 1864, during the last ten years, 485. 

Government of India- 

Question re — 

Amendment of the-so as to allow persons who are not lawyers to 

become Chief Justices of Indian High Courts. 207-08. 

Amendment of the-so as to make members of the Indian Bcrvices 

eligible for appointment as Chief Justices of the High Courts. 264-65* 

Indian Bar Councils- 

Question re— 

Extension of the-to the various High Courts. 67 

Names of the' High Courts which have framed rules under the-, 

1926. 56. 

Indian Income-tax-- 

Question re — 

Grant of a right of appeal to persons who receive notices under section 
22 (2) and {4) of rhe-as agents of non-residents liable to assess¬ 

ments. 616-17. 

b2 
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ACT(S)— 

Indian Income-tax- conti. 

Question re — bonid. 

Number of applications made by assessees in tbe Delhi Province ‘iJnder 
section 27 of the-, 1922. 516. 

Omission by the Calcutta Income-tax Department to furnish information 

to assessees in the notice issued under sectron 34 of the-, 1922. 

36. ' f 

Total number of applications and appeals to the Assistant Commissioners 
or the Commissioners of Calcutta under sections 27 and 30 of the 
-. 37-38. 

Indian Income-tax-, 1922— 

Question re — 

Curtailment of the ordinary period of 30 days between the date of 

service of a notice under section 29 of the-and the payment of 

tax. 202. 

Issue by the Income-tax Department of notices to wealthy assessees 
under section 34 of the-. 167-73. 


Issue of instructions to the Income-tax Officers of Calcutta regarding 
applications under section 27 of the --. 167. 

Manner and place of announcement of the orders passed by Assistant 
Commissioners of Income-tax under section 31 (7) of the-. 203. 

Orders under section 31 of the-. 203-04. 

Period allowed for the submission of returns in the case of notices issued 
under section 22 (2) of the-- . 202. 

Scales of penalties to be inflicted in the case of assessees for default'in' • 
making payment under section 46 (7) of the-. 202. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn) Amendment-- 

Question re — 

Effect of-on the handloom industry. 1074. 

Paper Currency- 

Question re terms of the loans from the Government of India imder section 
20 of the-against Inland Bills. 83-84. 

Workmen’s Compensation- 

Question re amendment of the-. 335. 

ACWORTH COMMITTEE— 

Question re recommendations of the-. 486-92. 

ADJOUENMENT— 


Iflndit Legislative Assetablj by 

Motion for- -re quinine fraud. 164-67. 


\ 
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ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant, 1236-37. 

ADmTERATED DRUGS— 

?*•' Question re prevention of tlie importation and sale of-and control of 

the sale of poisons. 1163-64. 

ADVANCE— 

1 

^ Question re facilities for the grant of-and rations to employees of the 

State Railways. 555. 

ADVANCE INCREMENTS— 

Question re grant of personal pay and-to subordinate officials on the 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 514. 

'advisory committee— 

Question re formation of an-of the East Indian Railway at Patna. 

88-89. 

ABRODROME{S)— 

Question re — 

-at Bombay and Calcutta, 482. 

Construction of a chnl-at Gaya. 71. 

AGENCY TRACTS— 

Question re inadequacy of the special allowances to postal officials employ¬ 
ed in the-of the Ganjam division. 77. 

AGENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN CEYLON— 

" Question re proposal made by the-for the abolition of the kangany 

system of reoruiting labourers. 1189. 

-AGE OF CONSENT COmHTTBE— 

Bee “ Committee(s) ”. 

-''■’AGREEMENTS— 

Question re — 

* 1. 

Extension of time for the termination of the-mth the'training 

school at Lovedale and Coonoor. 1064. 

Forms of service bonds or-executed by the different employees on 

each of the State Railways. 555. 

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION— 

Question re -in Ajmer-Merwara. '424. 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE, PUSA— 

Question re recruitment of the Imperial Agricultural Sermee from post¬ 
graduate students of the-. 521. 
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AGEIOULTUEAL SERVICE— 

Question re recruitment of tlio Imperial-from post-graduate students 

of tlie Agricultural Research Institute at Pusa. 621. 

AGRICULTURAL TRIBES— 

Question rc acquisition of land from members of-by the depressed 

classes residing in the Delhi and North-West Eronticr Province; 
889-90. ' - ;• 

r 

AGRICULTURE— 

Question rc — 

International Institute of-, Rome. 324-26. 

Number of applications received from students in Ajmer-hlerwara 

during the last three years for scholarships to study-, mining, 

engineering, etc, 1387. 

Conclusions arrived at by the All-India Departmental Conference on the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission on-. 607. 

■ Recommendations of the Royal Commission on-. 605-06. 

Recommendations of the Royal Commission on-regarding the 

development of-in Ajmcr-Merwara. 324, 

AHMADI— 

Question re publication of an attack on Hindus by the Muhammadan 
^—paper jSimWse. 913. 

AHMED, Mb. K.— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partiality and bias 

against hlr. President. 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Home Department against 

Mr. President. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 357. 

Motion for Adjournment re attack on the President of the Legislative 
Assembly by the Times of India. 149, 150. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 453, 
454, 455, 466, 461, 462, 465, 472, 475, 631, 668, 674, 769, 804, 815, 

822,824,828,843-48 & 869. > . > . 

Question (Supplementary) re _ 

Amendment of the Government of India Act so as to allow persons who 
are not lawyers to become Chief Justices of Indian High Couits. 208. 

Change in the chief command of the Army in India. 268. 

Depressed and untouchable classes in India. 3. 

Education of the depressed classes in the Delhi Province. 484. 
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AHMED, Mb. K. — confd. 

Question (Supplementary) re—contd. 

Employment of Hindus and Muslims in vacancies occurring in the 
Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, since March, 1928. 1287, 
1288, 1289. 

•■'Establishment of a Government girls’ high school in Peshawar, etc. , 
317. 

Expenditure per head of the population in India on liquors and intoxi- 

• cants. 294. 

Famine in Bengal. 417. 

Government’s disapproval of the allegations made by Miss Mayo in her 
book Mother India against Indians. 26. 

Haj Committees at Bombay and Karachi. 319, 320. 

Increase of tuberculosis in India. 6, 6. 

Military preparations on the North-West Frontier. 259. 

Number of nations who signed the Peace Pact in Paris. 681. 

Pay, leave and pension of seamen employed in the Royal Indian Marine, 
609-10. 


Percentage of educated women in Travancore and Cochin. 276, 
Propaganda in India by Bolshevists and Communists 409. 
Proscription of books published in England. 13, 14. 

Recruitment of seamen at Bombay. 335. 

Refusal to grant leave to the Muslim employees of the Loco, workshops 
at Bhatinda to say their Id prayers, etc. 418, 419. 

Reservation of compartments on State Railways. 18. 

Settlement of Moplahs in the Andamans. 406, 407. 

Speech delivered by Lord Burnham regarding Indian markets for British 
goods. 206, 207. 


"Vegetable or Vanaspati ghee. 424-25. 

Visit of Dr. Sudhindra Bose to India. 212, 265. 
W^aiting rooms for first and second class passengers 
Sind section of the North Western Railway. 28. 
Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 


at stations on the 


696, 703, 704, 726, 1163, 


Motion to refer to Select Committee. 

Resolution re— 

Cable and wireless beam merger. 224, 244, 

'Zr “ by the 

Haj pilgrim traffic. 253, 254, 571. 

Pay of Judges of the High Courts, 576. 

Legidafiye 
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AIE FORCE— 

Question re number of Indian officers bolding King’s commissions in tbe 
Indian units of artillery, engineers, signals and the-. 1296-99. 

AIR MAIL SERVICE(S)~ 

Question re— 

(1) Development of civil and commercial aviation in India.\o 9 «;;ni 

(2) --from Cairo to Karachi, f 

Estabhshment of-. 482. 

AIR SERVICE— 

Question re — 

-to India. 92, 1101. 

Dutch-lo Batavia via India. 210. 

Weekly mail-from London to India. 210. 

AIYANGAR, Mr. C. DURAISWAiU— 

Amendment of the Standing Orders. 1418-19. 

Dangerous Drugs Bill- 

Motion to circulate. 1226-30. 

Indian Trade Unions (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 943-44, 946. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill- 

Motions to consider, to circulate and to refer to Select Committee. 818, 
838, 865, 870. 

Motion to consider Report of the Select Committee. 1348-56. 

Question re — 

Conclusions arrived at by the All-India Departmental Conference on the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission on Agriculture. 607. 

Recommendations of the Royal Commission on Agriculture. 605-06. 

Removal of the Post Office at Coonoor from “ Mnsted ” to “ Rose 
Hall.” 606-07. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Apimintment of Indian Christians for teaching religion to British 
officers. 1282, 1283. 

Depre-sed classes. 900. 

Resolution re education of girls and women in the territories administered 
oy the Central Government. 1018-20. 
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ABIEE— 


Question re — 

(1) Introduction of compulsory primary education in the eitj 

of-- . 

(2) Medical examination of the pupils of primary and secondary 

schools in-Merwara. 

' New Victoria Hospital,-. 427. 

Revision of the pay of the Sub-Judge,-, and the City Magistrate, 

-. 324. 


L 

/ 


494-96. 


Unsuitable retiring rooms at-. 19-20. 

AJMER-MERWARA— 

Question re — 

Agricultural education in-. 424. 

Continuance of the system of forced labour from members of the 
depressed classes in Delhi,-, etc. 911. 

Establishment of a Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education for 
Rajputana and-. 323. 

Improvement of the pay and prospects of teachers in Government 
schools in-. 425-26. 

Inspection of European schools in-. 426-27. 

(1) Introduction of compulsory primary education in the city, 
of Ajmer. 

(2) Medical examination of the pupils of primary and 

secondary schools in-. 

Number of applications received from students in-during thn 

last three years for scholarships to study agriculture, mining, engineer¬ 
ing, etc. 1387. 

Recommendations of the Royal Commission on Agriculture regarding the 
development of agriculture in-— . 324. 

Transfer of high executive and judicial officers in-. 912. 

AKOLA— 

Question re railway between Khandwa and-. 502. 

ALAMBAGH— 

Question re dismissal of Mr. B. L. DeRozario, late Depot Storekeeper,-. 

16. 

ALIGARH— 

Question re number of machines purchased and sold by the Government of 

India Presses at Calcutta, Delhi, Simla and-from 1922 to 1927 

1275. 

ALLAHABi\D— 

Question re provision of proper lights and fans in the shuttle train between 
Cheoki and-, 507-08. 


I 

/ 


494-96. 
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ALL-INDIA ACCOUNTANCY BOAED- 

Question re introduction of a Bill for the institution of an-. 680. 

ALL-INDIA DEPARTiEENTAL CONFERENCE— 

Question re conclusion arrived at by the-on the recommendations of 

the Royal Commission on Agriculture, 607. ^ 

ALL-INDIA POSTAL AND RAILWAY hlAIL SERVICE CONFERENCE— 

Question re resolution No, 90 passed at the 7th session of the-held at 

Nagpur. 72. 

ALLISON, JlR. GEORGE— 

Question re case of Mr. Campbell alias -. 330. 

ALLOWANCE(S)— 

Question re— 

-granted to Government employees under the Simla Allowance 

Code. 1306. 

Conversion of leave-at 2s. per rupee. 984-85. 

Daily-of Members of the Central Legislature. 1318. 

Daily-of superintendents of post offices. 218. 

Differences in scales of pay and-prevailing on the Oudh and Rohil- 

khand section and the East Indian section of the East Indian Railway. 
1312. 

Employment without an}’’ extra-of assistant guards and sh’unters 

as guards and drivers, respectively, on the Bengal and North-Western 
Railway, 1198. 

Extra messing-to non-commissioned officers and men of the Uni¬ 

versity Training Corps. 985-86. 

Grant of-to the clerks of the district offices of the Eastern Bengal 

Railway for Sunday and holiday work. 137. 

Grant of (ertain < lasses of-to employees on each of the State Rail¬ 

ways. 553. 

Grant of conveyance-to the clerks of the Government of India. 

1202-03. 

Grant of conveyance-to Members of the Legislative Assembly at 

Simla and New Delhi. 51. 

Grant of family travelling- to duftaries during the moves of the 

Government of India between Simla and Delhi. 339. 

Urant of house rent-to postal officials. 76. 

Grant of local-to officers and ministerial stafi of the Eastern 

Bengal Railway stationed in Calcutta. 135. 

Grant'of mileage-to the travelling ticket inspectors of the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 139. 
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ALLOWANCES—canit?. 

Question re — contd. 

Grant of passage and-to members of Indian services deputed 

overseas. 681-82. 

*u. Inadequacy of tbe special-to postal officials employed in the Agency 

V. Tracts of the Ganjam Division. 77. 

Increase in the subsistence-of task works peons in the Telegraph 

Department. 500. 

Low rates ,of kit conveyance-sanctioned for postal officials work¬ 

ing on transfer at Baroda. 877-78. 

Mileage - of guards and assistant guards in the Sonpur District, 

Bengal and North-Western Railway. 338-39. 

Outfit, maintenance and travelling-of officers of University Train¬ 

ing Corps. 909-10. 

Regulation of the wages and-of railway employees. 662. 

Revision of the pay and duty- of divisional accountants of the 

Public Works Department. 198-99. 

AL-MTJJAHIB— 

Question re proscription of the paper “-” published in Chamarkand. 

605. 

ALMORA— 

Question re removal of the winter headquarters of the British Trade 
Agent at Gartok from Simla to-or Naini Tal. 286. 

ATTENDANCE REGISTERS— 

Question re -of the menials of the Central Stationery Office. 561. 

AMARNATH— 

Question re message in the Pioneer of the 3rd September, 1928, under the 
heading “-pilgrims in distress.” 910. 

AMBALA— 

Question re— 

Alleged insult to a shop-keeper by Colonel William, Health Officer,-. 

1116-17. 

Conduct of the correspondence of the Cantonment Board by Colonel 
Moran, Executive Officer,-. 1117. 

Holding of meetings in camera by the Cantonment Board,-. 1116. 

Number of Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs employed in the offices 
of the Postmaster-General, Punjab and N.-W. E. Circle and the Deputy 
Postmaster General, Railway Mail Service,-. 523. 

Stoppage of the import of ice in-. 1115-16, 
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AMBALA CANTONMENT— ^ 

Question re— 

Expulsion of Hakim Samiullali Kkan from tke-. 1203-04. 

Stoppage of tke import of ice of the Sirhind ice factory in-. 1117- 

18. 

Use of drinking water for irrigation purposes in-, 1115. ‘ 

America— 

Question re starting of an assembling plant in Bombay by Messrs..' 
the General Motors Co., Ltd., of-. 610. 

AMERICA, UNITED STATES OF— 

Question re— 

Deportation of Mr. Mehar Singh Rait, an Indian student, from the-. 

10 - 11 . 

Deputation of the Cliief Publicity OfiScer of the State Railways to the 
-. 1085-86. 

Naturalisation of Indians in the-. 679-80. 

ANDAj\IANS— 

Question re settlement of the Moplahs in the-. 406-07. 

ANEY, Mr. M. S.— 

Motion for the election of a Committee to review the separation of railway 
finances from general finances. 1233. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 472, 667, 
827, 837, 840. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the punishment of flogging. 515. 

Cost of carrying a ton of goods one mile on certain Railways. 990-91. 
Import of artificial flour. 991. 

Message in the Pioneer of the 3rd September 1928, under the headin|- • 
“ Amarnath pilgrims in distress.” 910. 

Prohibition of the sale of vegetable ghee. 990. 

Rents of different quarters allotted to Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. 991-92. 

Saving of the sugar industry from extinction in India. 991. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of non-Muslims as compositors in the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Press, Delhi. 990. 

' Temporary engineers on State Railways. 893. 
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JJNEY, Me. M. S.— contd. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Appointment of separate booking clerks at Delhi fot the Great') 

Indian Peninsula and the Bombay, Baroda and Central India )-18. 
Railways. J 

Deputy Agent, South Indian Railway. 1093. 

(1) Development of civil and commercial aviation in India. ) 

(2) Air Mail Service from Cairo to Karachi. J 

Expenditure per head of the population in India on liquors and intoxi- 
cants. 293. 

V.' ' * '' 

Indianisation of the atafi of the Security Printing Press, Kasik. 280. 

Reservation of posts for ma ority .communities on a population basis 
690. 

Speech delivered by Lord Burnham regarding Indian markets for British 
goods. 207. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill- 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 703. 

Resolution re education of girls and women in the territories administered 
by the Central Government. 1021-23, 1027. 

AKGLO-INDIAK{S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged preference shown to-in the matter of recruitment to the 

office of the Director of Civil Aviation. '890-91, 891-92. 

Pines realised during the last three years from Europeans _- and 

Indians employed on each of the State Railways, 556. 

Audit luspeotor m the 

Office of the Chief Auditor, Great Indian Peninsula Railway 1063 
Posts exclusively fiUed hy Europeans and 
Railways. 551. 

Reservation for 


on each of the State 


^of^the posts of crew inspectors on the Eastern 


Bengal Railway. 

Total number of railway quarters occupied by the Indian 
European employees on each of the Stete Rahways. S’ 

AKGLO-INDIAK ASSOCIATIOIT— 

Question re Government servants and membersHp of the_ 

ANGLO-INDIAN SCHOOLS- 


and 


532. 


ANTI-INDIAN PROPAGANDA- 
Question re —— . 26 


■ for training tele- 
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ANTI-WAll PACT— 

Qucslion rc adlioronco of India <o iJic Kellogg-. 1205, 

AKAVAE-UL-AZIM, Mb.— 

Public Safety (Eemoval from India) Bill— 

Motion to consider Eeport of the Select Coininitlee. 1379-81. 

Question rc — 

Abolition of the depo.sit system in the ease of Ilaj pilgrims. 271. 

Allegations against Nnnd Lai Khcra, a clerk of the post office, Pcahawarr 
G91. 

Amalgamation of gi-adcs I and II clerks in the four offices in Calcutta 
under the Controller of Printing and Stationer}’. G8G. 

Appointment of a Mussalman as Assistant Postmaster General in the 
Bengal and Assam Circle. 175. 

Appointment of an officer of the Indian Civil Service as Controller of 
Printing and Stationery. 874. 

Appointment of a Secretary to the Port Commissioner.s, Chittagong. 
997. 

Appointment, of Hindus to ])osts vacated by IMuslims in certain specified 
offices. G8G-87. 

Appointment of IMuslims as clerks in the branches of the Printing and 
Stationery Department in Calcutta. G88-89. 

Appointment of lilusliras ns probationary superintendents of post 
offices. 213. 

Appointment of Mussalmans as probationary superintendents of post 
office. 17G-77. 

Circulation to Post and Telcgi-npli officials of the orders of the Govern¬ 
ment of India contained in the Home Department Office Memoran¬ 
dum No. 176/28-Ests., dated'the 5tb Pebruary 1920. 315. 

Clerical estabbshment of the Delhi Courts. 311. 

Clerics of courts and readers in the District and Senior Sub-Judges’ 
Courts, Delhi. 312. 

Complaints against the Lady Superintendent of the Pilgrim Depart¬ 
ment in Bombay. 271-72. 

Construction of the Chittagong-Duhazari and the Cliittagong-Nazirhat 
Eailways. 995-96. 

Employment of pilgrim ships where not carrying pilgrims. 270. - 

Erection of a pilgrim camp outside the municipahty of Bombay. 271, 

Eacilities for Hajis on board pilgrim ships and at Kamaran and Jeddah. 

.682-83. 

Eemale assistant to the lady vaccinator in the Pilgrim Department, 
Bombay. 272. 
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AITO^AE-UL-AZIM, 11k.— 

Question re — contd. 

'Gazetted postmasters, 995. 

Gazetting of the post of all postmasters in district towns and sub- 
divisional headquarters, 213. 

Grading of postal accountants. 175. 

Grant to the Muslims of their proper share of posts of gazetted post¬ 
masters. 178. 

Haj Committees. 679. 

Increase in the percentage of Musalmans employed in certain offices. 
1051-52. 

Insanitary room allotted to the military despatch section of the Central 
• Forms Store. 873. 

Location of the office of the Superintendent of Post Offices, Chittagong 
Division. 683. 

Location of the Wireless branch in the same building as other branches 
of the office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 314-15. 

Location of the Wireless branch of the office of the Director General of 
Posts and Telegraphs in Delhi, etc. 313-14. 

Membership of political associations by Government servants. 691. 

Memorial aulrmitted by the clerks of the four offices in Calcutta under 
the Controller of Printing and Stationery. 687. 

Military pensioners in Chittagong. 1051. 

Muslims in the clerical staff employed in the offices of the Port Commis¬ 
sioners, Chittagong. 873. 

Mr. B. G. Kundu, Assistant Postmaster General, Burma. 993. 

Number of appointments filled up by Mussalmans in the Posts and ■ 
Telegraph Department in 1927-28. 176. 

Number of Muslim and Hindu clerks in certain specified offices of the 
Assam Bengal Eailway. 995. 

Number of Muslim and Hindu postal clerks and sub-postmasters 
employed under the Postmasters, Peshawar and Abbottabad. 689-90 

Number of Muslims and non-Muslims employed in certain specified 
offices. 996. 

Number of Muslims employed in the Government Test House, Alipore 
etc. 687-88. ^ ’ 

Number of Muslims in the establishments of the civil courts in the Delhi 
Province. 312. 

Number of posts sanctioned or vacant in the four offices in Calcutta 
under the Controller of Printing and Stationery. 687. 

C2 
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ANWAK-UL-AZIM, m.—contd 
Question re — contd. 

Opening of a tcclinicnl scliool in connection with the Assam Bengal^. 
Railway at Chittagong. 997, • 

Orders issued l)y tlic Director General of Posts and Telegraphs regaf^r ' 
ing minority communities. 177. 

Papers set for the examination for recruitment of the clerical staff of 
the office of the Accountant General, Bengal, G85. ■’I-- 

Passenger SuperintendentsS, Eastern Bengal Railway. 994. 

Pay while on leave of non-gazetted officens and clerks of the Postal 
Department. 219-14. 

Permanent pensionable posts in the courts of the Senior Suh-judge, 
Delhi, 312. 

Pensons in the Civil Courts, Delhi, who served in the Great War. 312-13. 
Pilgrim Department, Bombay. 269. 

Pilgrim ships. 269. 

Preventive officers at Chittagong. 684. 

Promotion of clerics and oflicens on the Assam Bengal Railway, 994. . 

Promotion of postal officials of the mufnssil to the lowest selection 
grade posts in the General Post Office cadre. 1103-04. 

Protectors of Pilgrims. 623. 

Public holidays. 683. 

Qualifications and salaries of Chief iiledical Officers on State Railways. 

684. 

Rates of pay of the clerical staff of attached offices located permanently •. 
inDellii. 315-16. 

Recruitment of clerics by the Statistical Officer, Eastern Bengal Railway. 
994. 

Recruitment of Mussalman graduates in the clerical cadre of the post 
office. 176. ■ 

Recruitment of Mussulmans as postmen and menials in the Chittagong 
Division and the Chittagong head office. 277. 

Recruitment of the staff for the Feni-Belonia and Chittagong-Nazir 
Hat extensions of the Assam Bengal Railway. 683-84, 

Recruitment of the staff for the new constructions of the Assam Bengal 
Railway at Feni and Chittagong. 996. 

Refusal to certain clerlvs of the concessions granted in connection with 
t^ transfer of the headquarters of the non-migratory portion of the 
offiTO of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs from Calcutta 
to Delhi.. 1104-05. 

Repatriation of Haj pilgrims who lose their return tickets. 270; 
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ANWAE-UL-AZni, 'hU.—concU. 

Question re — concld. 

Representation of Muslims in certain specified offices. 685. 

Representation of Muslims in the four offices in Calcutta under the Con¬ 
troller of Printing and Stationery. 686. 

Representation of Muslims in the Wireless Divisional Offices, etc, 315. 

Representation of Muslims on the Assam Bengal Railway. 994-95. 

Representation of Mussalmans in the Posts and Telegraph Departments 
(Bengal and Assam Circle). 277. 

Restriction of the recruitment of clerks in the Postal Department to the 
• Revenue divisions to which the candidates permanently belong. 
690-91. 

Revised scale of pay for town inspectors of post offices. 1103, 
Revision of pay of certain classes of postal officials. 1104. 

Rude treatment of pilgrims in Bombay. 272, 

Sick and diseased pilgrims. 270. 

Steamer fares charged to Haj pilgrims. 682. 

Telegraphic connection between NToakhali and Hatiya and the Sandwip 
Islands. 689. 

Total service rendered in the Postal Department by Babu A. N. Roy, 
Deputy Postmaster General, Bengal and Assam, 684-85. 

Visitors on hoard pilgrim ships. 272. 

Question (Supplementary) re amalgamation of the districts of Sylhct and 
Cachar with Bengal. 1300-01. 

• APOLOGY— 

-to the Chair and the House by Sir James Simpson. 1389. 

APPEAL(S)— 

Question re — 

-made by the travelling ticket inspectors of the East Indian Railway 

to the Divisional Superintendent, Crews, Dinapur. 1057-58. 

-of Government servants. 876-77. 

-of Mr. Slier Singh, late clerk, post office, Peshawar. 527-28. - ^ 

Grant of a right of-to persons who receive notices under section 22(2) 

and (4) of the Indian Income-tax Act as agents of non-residents liable 
to assessment. 516-17. 

Total number of applications and-to the Assistant Commissioners 

or the Commissioner of Calcutta under sections 27 and 30 of the 
Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 37-38. 


■ ' 
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APPOINTMENT— 

Question re .— 

Powers of-, transfer and punishment of subordinates vested in the' 

town inspectoLs of post oflices. 1112. 

Powers of-, transfer and punisliment of subordinates vested in the 

town inspectors of iiost offices in Madras. 1105. 

APPOINTMENT BRANCII— 

Question re tenure of the appointment of a head cleric of the-of a 

Postmaster General’s oflice. 78. 

APPRAISERS— 

Question re total cadi-e of inspectors, preventive officers and —— in the 
Custom House, Karachi. 407-0k 

APPRENTICES- 

Question re — 

Grant of preference to students of the Oakgrove School in the selection 
of —^ for the East Indian Railway workshops and the technical 
school at Jamalpur. 416-17. 

Recruitment of-and scholars for training in technical and scien¬ 

tific departments. 1277-78. 

ARCHiEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re contributions to journals in India of articles regarding the 
discoveries made by the-during 1927. 21-22. 

ARCHASOLOGICAL SURVEY OE INDIA— 

Question re — 

Number of Indian officers appointed to the-without first under¬ 

going training in survey work. 127G-77. 

Vacancies in the-. 1277. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL TRAINING— 

Question re grant of scholarships to Indian students for-in Europe. 

59. 

AROHEOLOGICAJ^ WORK— 

Question re— 

Number of stipendiary scholars- selected and trained for - during 

the last two years. 1276.. 

Training of Indians for-. 1276. 

ARCHEOLOGY, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF- 

Question re employment of Sikhs in the office of the 
94. 


in India. 1093- 
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AEMY— 

Question re paucity of recruits for the-from Bibar and Orissa. 73. 

-ARMy AUDIT, DIRECTOR OR— 

. Question re prospects of the subordinate stag employed under 

ARMY CANTEEN BOARD— 

Question re loss sustained by the Government of India on the worldnfr of 
the-. 144-45. ° 

ARMY DEPARTIVIENT— 

Question re — 

Crossing of the efficiency bar in the 2nd Division by despatcbers and 
typists in the- . 148. 

Grant of increments to certain 2nd Division clerics in the- 147- 

48. 

Introduction of a leave reserve in the-. 148-49. 

ARMY HEADQUARTERS— 

Question re— 

Creation of a leave reserve for the Branches of-. 919-20. 

Number of Sikhs, Hindus and Muhammadans in-, the Imperial 

Secretariat and the Railway Board. 127. 

Recruitment of the clerical stag in-. 617-18, 518-19. 

Refusal to allow Indian clerks of the-and of the Imperial Secretariat 

to join the Indian Territorial Force. 884. 

Report of BIr. Heseltine on the clerical establishments of the-. 

919. 

ARBIY IN INDIA— 

Question re — 

Change in the chief command of the-. 267-68. 

Higher administration and Indianisation of the-coming within the 

scope of enquiry by the Indian Statutory Commission. 318. 

Improvement of the organisation and equipment of the-. 266-67. 

Inadequacy of modern equipment for the-. 267, 268. 

Blodemization of the-. 198. 

Present strength of the British and Indian-. 1201. 

Skeen memorandum regarding modernisation of the-. 209. 


02 
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ARMY IN INDIA RESERVE OE OEFICERS— 

. Question re — 

Restriction relating to tlie part-time employment of officers of t!ie- 

1082. 

Travelling allowance of cavalry and infantry officers of the-. 1081- 

82. 

ARMY LIST— 

Question re — 

Assistant Compiler of the- . 1195. 

See also “ Indian- 

ARMY NURSING SERVICE— ' 

See " Indian- 

ARMY SECRETARY— 

Question re Personal Assistant to the-. 1194-95 

ART DEALER— 

Question re suicide of Vishundas Bagai, a Hindu -of San Francisco. 

10 . 

ARTIFICIAL FLOUR— 

Question re import of-. 991. 

ARTILLERY— 

Question re number of Indian officers holding King’s commissions in the 

Indian units of-, engineers, signals and the air force. 1296- 

99. 

ASANSOL— 

Question re — 

Alleged harassment by theDistrict Magistrate of Burdwan and the police 
of the strikers at-, East Indian Railway. 1170-71. 

Loss caused to the East Indian Railway by the strike at Lillooah,- 

and Ondal. 337. 

SHY^OOD, Mb.— 

Question re alleged misuse of a second class card pass by -, Office 

Superintendent in the office of the Divisional Superintendent, Delhi, 
North Western Railway. 908-09. 

STATIC DOMICILE- 

Question re grant of passage concessions to members of the non-superior 
services who are of non-. 1007. 

ASSAM— 

Question re — 

Political prisoners in-. 63. 

Railway extensions in--. 84-85. 
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ASSAM BENGAL RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s) 

ASSAM CIRCLE— 

Question re representation of Mussalmans in the Posts and Telegrapli 
Departments (Bengal and-). 277. 

ASSAULT— 

Question re alleged -by the Foreman ot the Vacuum Brake shop on 

Mohammad Hussain, a workman of the Carriage and Wagon Shops 
at Moghalpura. 337. 

ASSEMBLING PLANT— 

Question re starting of an-in'Bombay by Messrs, the General Motors 

Co., Ltd., of America. 610. 

ASSEMBLY— 

Question re exclusion of Members of the Legislative-from the Age of 

Consent Committee. 284. 

ASSEMBLY OFFICE— 

Question re separation of the-from the Legislative Department. 210^ 

ASSESSEES— 

Question re— 

Delay in the payment of refunds due to income-tax-. 204-05. 

Information relating to details of expenses required by the Income-tax 
authorities from- . 1072. 

Issue by the Income-tax Department of notices to wealth}'-under 

section 34 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 167-73. 

Issue of notice to income-tax-to receive refund orders. 204. 

Issue of notice to income-tax-to receive refund orders in cases in 

which the tax is reduced or cancelled. 204. 

Nmnber of applications made by-in the Dellii Province under section 

27 of the luflian Income-tax Act. 1922. 516. 

Omission by the Calcutta Income-tax Department to furnish informa¬ 
tion to - in the notices issued under section 34 of the Indian 

Income-tax Act, 1922, 36. 

Penalty inflicted on income-tax-in Sind, for default in making pay¬ 

ments of the tax. 205. 

Production by-of books, documents and evidence before Income- 

tax Officers. 200. 

Scales of penalties to be inflicted in the case of- for default in making 

payment under section 46 (/) of the Indian Income-tax Act 1922. 

202 . 
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ASSESSMENT— 

Question re giving of reasons for a decision or an-- made by the Income- 

tax Officer. 17.S-74. 

ASSISTANTS— 

Question re number of Sikh supetintcndents and-in the Government 

of India Secretariat and Attached Offices 522-23, 

ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT— 

Question re appointment of Mr. J. C. Mair as-under the Port Commis¬ 

sioners. Calcutta. 68-G9. 

ASSISTANT ACCOUNTS OEEICBRS— 

Question re educational qualifications necessary for-, 1192-93. . 

' ASSISTANT COmilSSIONEUS OP INCOME-TAX— 

Question re- 

Appointment of persons with judicial experience as-. 174. 

Manner and place of announcement of the orders passed by-under 

section 31 (1) of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 203. 

Total number of applications and appeals to the-or the Commis¬ 

sioner of Calcutta under sections 27 and 30 of the Indian Income-tax 
Act. 1922. 37-38. 

ASSISTANT DIRBCTOES GENERAL OF THE POST OFFICE— 

Question re — 

Filling up of posts of-. 1333. 

Pay of the-. 992. 

Revision of the pay and prospects of-and other gazetted officers 

of the post office. 1311. 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, RAILWAY CLEARING ACCOUNTS— 

Question re article written by Mr. K. C. Vidiartbi, Manager, Bharat 
Insurance Company, on behalf of the-. 1286. 

ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL— 

Question re appointment of a Mussulman as-in the Bengal and Assam 

Circle. 175. 

ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL, BURMA— 

Question re Mr. B. G. Kundu,-. 993. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARIES— 

Question re number of-the Government of India Secretariat. 874. 

- ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, POWER HOUSE, MORADABAD— 

^ ^woric^^ ^178^80^^^^ railway menial staff by the-- on his private 
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ASSISTANT SURGEONS— 

Question re— 

Admission of-with British medical qualifications into the Provincial 

Civil Medical Ser^dcea. 1069-71. 

Employment of - wdth British medical qualifications as medical 

officers of British station hospitals. 1069. 

Number of Muhammadan-in the Delhi Province, etc. 1054. 

ASSISTANT TRAFFIC SUPERINTENDENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Promotion of ]\Ir. Wood to officiate as an-, Katihar, on the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 133-34. 

Probationary-oh the Burma Railways. 537-38. 

ATTACHED OFFICES— 

Question re— 

Number of Sikh superintendents and assistants in the Government of 
India Secretariat and-. 522-23. 

Proportion of stenographers to officers in- of the Government of 

India. 1011. 

Rates of pay of the clerical staff of —— located permanently in Delhi. 
316-16. 

Recruitment of stenographers to the Government of India Secretariat 
and-. 1010-11. 


AUDIT— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of- (Railways). 123/- 

43, 1392-1416. 

Question re— 

Proposed separation of- from Accounts on the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 1307-08. 

Separation of-from Accounhs on the North Western Railway. 908. 

AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS OFFICES— 

Question re safeguarding of the interests of minority communities in Ci\fil 
-. 1192. 

AUDIT INSPECTOm- 

Question re-appointment of Mr. J. Methois, an Anglo-Indian, as an- 

in the office of the Chief Auditor Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
1063. 
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AUDIT OmCE(S)— 

Question re — 

Adequate representation of Tclegiis in tlie-of the Vizagapatam ' 

Harbour Construction. 118. 

Centralization of the Local - of State Hailways. 1062. 

Grant of concessions to the stall of the State Railways-transferred 

to the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. Delhi. 1062-63. 

Overtime worked by employees of the Divisional - Delhi. 605. 

AUDITOR GENERAL- 
Question re — 

Employment of Biharis and Ooriyas in the office of the-. 71. 

* 

Employment of Ooriyms in the office of the-. 1337-38. 

Rejection by the Government of India of certain proposals made bv the 
-. 1178. 

AUTO]\IATIC COUPLER— 

Question rc adoption on Indian railways of the Laycock type of - in use 

on-the South African Railwaye. 182. 

AUXILIARY FORCE— 
fiec “ Indian-”, 

AUXILIARY FORCE (AlifENDMENT) BILL— 

iSee“Bill(s^ ”. 

AVIATION— 

Question re — 

(1) Development of civil and commercial-- in India.') „ 

(2) Air mail service from Cairo to Karachi. J'3_,0-21, 

Expenditure on the Director of Civil-and his office. 483. 

Present position of civil-in India. 482. 

AYER, IVIr. GANPATT— 

Question re grant of help to the ividow and family of-, late head 

sorter, No. 8 Section, Railway Mail Service, Bangalore City 106. 

AYYANGAR, Mr. M. S. SESHA— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “Audit” (Railways), 
1399-1400. 

Match Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 963-67, 974. 

Trade Disputes Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 1217-19. 
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B 

BADI-UZ-ZAIIAN, Maulvi— 

' • Question re removal of officers of the Income-tax Department for failure 
. to pass the departmental examination, 549. 

BAJPAI, Mr. G. S.— 

Motion for Adjournment re quinine fraud. 157. 

Beservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1148-51. 

Besolution re — 

Education of girls and women in the territories administered by the 
Central Government. 1036, 1040-46. 

Haj pilgrim traffic. 570-71. 

BALRAMPUB HOSPITAL, LUCKNOW— 

Question re— 

Grant of concessions and other facilities by the authorities of the-to 

the Indian employees of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 
1324. 

Provision of facilities to the Indian employees of the Bengal and North- 
Western Railway in the-. 1199. 

BAMANGACm— 

Question re — 

Firing on railway strilcers at-. 11, 479. 

Riot at-. 278. 

Strike at-on the Bast Indian Railway. 412-13. 

BANDEL-BARHARWARA LINE— 

Question re letter in the Statesman of 3rd May, 1928, under the heading 


BANERJI, K. C.— 

Question rc case of-, an alleged C. I. D. informer. 9-10. 

BANGALORE CITY— 

Question rc grant of helj) to the widow and family of Sir. Ganpati Ayer, 
* late head sorter, No. 8 Section, Railway Mail Service,-. 106. 

BANKING ENQUIRY COIMMITTEE— 

See “ Committee(s) ”. 

BANNU- 

Question re trial of cases under the Cantonments Act in Hazara.-and 

Dora Ismail Khan. 1122-23. 
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BA OBN, Mating— 

Question re memorial of-, late Inspector of Income-tax, Bazar Circle, 

Eangoon. 1077. 

BARDOLI— 

Question re no-tax campaign in-. 278. 

BARISAL-BARIDPUR RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s) ”, 

BARKAKIIANA— • 

Question re construction of railway lines from-to RancM, -to 

Daltonganj and Hazaribagli Road Station to Hazaribagli. 1180, 

BARODA— 

Question re low rates of Idt conveyance allowance sanctioned for postal 
officials worldng on transfer at Baroda, 877-78. 

BARRISTERS— 

Question re continuance of tlie remission of terms allowed by the Inns of 
Court to vakils of Indian High Courts to qualify as-. 145. 

BASE COINS— 

Question re detection of-and forged currency notes on the Bengal and 

North-Western Railway. 1326, 

BASEL MISSION COMPANY— 

Question re compensation for the sequestration of the properties of the-. 

1283. 

BATAVIA— 

Question re Dutch Air Service to- viu India. 210. 

BATHS— 

Question re— 

Total amount of coal used for hot water for-of Honourable Members 

hving in the Cart Road and Summer Hill quarters, Simla, during the 
last four years. 1107. 

Total quantity of coal provided for hot water for-in the Cart Road 

quarters, Simla, last year. 921. 

BEDI, Mr. TARLOCHAN DAS— 

Question re nomination of-to the Indian Civil Service. 1108. 

BELAPUR-NASIK RAILWAY_ 

See “ Railway(s) 

BELGAUM— 

Question re deprivation of the Cantonment Board at-of a large portion 

of their revenue. 892-93. * 
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BELLAEY DISTRICT— 

Question re tampering with, the train of the Governor of Madras during His 

Excellency’s tour in the-. 1179. 

BELTING— 

Question re purchase in India of-required by the State-managed Rail¬ 

ways. 1077-78. 

BELVI, Mr. D. V.— 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 386. 

. Match Industry (Protection) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 970-71, 973. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) BUI— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 447, 469, 
772, 802, 812, 813-21. 

Question re— 

Adoption of the di%dsional system on Company-managed Railways. 
191. 

Adoption on Indian Railways of the Laycock type of automatic coupler 
in use on the South African Railways. 182. 

Allowance for the use made by the new branch lines of the rolling stock 
of the main lines. 188. 

Amount of the capital at charge on State Railways at the end of 1926-27' 
etc. 187. 

Amount of the Depreciation Eund that should have been built up from 
the revemies of past years, etc, 185. 

Anticipated returns on new railway lines. 186. 

Branch hues. 182. 

Conces ions granted to miUtary officers by Railways. 190. 

Control of railway police on the South African Railways. 189-90, 

Crediting to the railway revenue receipts of the interest on Revenue Fimd 
of Indian Railw'ays. 184. 

Criterion laid down by the Secretary of State for a productive railway, 
etc. 186-87. 

Deprivation of the Cantonment Board at Belgaum of a large portion of 
their revenue. 892-93, 

Description by Sir Charles Innes of travel on the Indian Railways as the 
cheapest travel in the world. 188. 

Duties and qualifications of the Financial Commissioner of Railways. 
185-86. 
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BELVI, Me. D. Y.—cmfd. 

Question rc — contd. 

Editorial note “ Knilwaye in South Africa and in India ” in the Week 
of May loth, 1928. 190. 

Extension of the Lee concessions lo the employees of the Company- 
managed Railways. 183. 

Free luggage allowance granted to adult third class passengers on the 
South African Railways, 189. 

Issue of a pamphlet containing rulc-s and conditions governing recruit¬ 
ment to tlie higher services on Railways. 190, 

Maintenance of separate Capital and Revenue Accounts for Branch 
lines. 186. 

Making of special yearly pa 3 ’^ments into the Depreciation Fund, 183, 

Manufacture in India of articles in common use on Railways. 187. 

Number and cost of locomotives debited to the Depreciation Fund. 
184-86. 

Number of petitions received relating to the Hindu Child Marriage Bill. 
1161-62. 

Number of vehicles condemned but not yet replaced on the North 
"Western Railway. 186. 

Number of wagons and coaches on the Bengal Nagpur Railway awaiting 
renewal on the 31st March, 1927, 187-88. 

Omission from Volume II of the Railway Administration Report of idle 
transactions of the Fine Fund. 182-83. 

Policy of the South African Government regarding the purchase of rail¬ 
way materials. 189. 

Railways constructed or sanctioned for construction during the years 
1922-23 to 1926-27 for the opening of ne^v coalfields, etc. 184. 

Railways purchased at a price determined otherwise than as a multiple 
of their average net earnings. 181. 

Reduction of the capital costs of the Mohpani colliery. 187. 

Relief to the Capital Account of the sum spent on abandoned railway 
projects. 185. 

Statement showing Railway's which were under construction at the 
beginning of 1922-23 from State funds. 183. 

Supply to Indian Railways free of charge of coal from State-owned mine, 
190 • 

Total amount debited to the Capital Account of expenditure on surveys 
of new lines forming part of a State-worked railway. 189. 

Total amount of reduction in Stores balance for the quinquennium end 
mg March 31st, 1927. 182. 
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BELYI, Mk. D. Y.— condi. 

Question (Supplementary) re alleged preference shoAvn to Anglo- 
Indians in the matter of recruitment to the office of the Director of 
Oivi Aviation. 891. 

Resolution re education of girls and women in the territories adminis¬ 
tered by the Central Government. 1026, 1037-40. 


BENGAL— 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of the districts of Sylhet and Cachar with-. 1300- 

01 . 

Depressed condition of the silk weaving industry in some parts of-. 

998-99. 

Failure of crops in the Jubbulpoie district and parts of-. 131. 

Famine in-. 417. 

Link with the coalfields in^-. 549. 

Want of a railway in the Satkhira sub-division , —■—. 59. 

BENGAL, ACCOUNTANT GENERAL— 

Question re papers set for the examination for recruitment of the clerical 
stafi of the office of the-. 685. 

^ BENGAL AND ASSAM CIRCLE— 

Question re — 

Issue of instructions by the Postmaster General,.-to officers under 

him not to submit any proposals for increasing the staff. 1096-97. 

Representation of Mussalmans in the Posts and Telegraphs Departments, 

• 277. 


BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY— 
See “ Railway(s) ”. 


BENGAL AND NORTH-Y^ESTERN RAILWAYMEN’S ASSOCIATION— 
Question rc — 

Recognition by the Agent of the-. 1200. 

Refusal of the Agent to recognise the-, 1326-27. 

BENGAL CHAJIBER OF GOIMMERCE— 


Question rc membership of the-of the East Indian 

Eastern Bengal Railway and the Calcutta Port Trust 
BENGALI CLERKS— 


Railway, 

1178-79. 


Question re — 

Alleged ill-treatment of — 

Centra! Revenues. 120. 

Number of-recruited since 1925 by tire Railway Book 


-inthe office of the Accounta 


General, 

144. 
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BENGALI GRADUATES— 

Question re failure of-in ilie Secretariat Service examinations. 98g 

BENGAL NAGPUR RAILWAY— 

Sec ‘ Railway(8) 

BENGAL PILOT SERVICE- 

Question re throwing open of the-to eaclcts of the “ Dufierin,” 907* 

BENGAL POSTAL CIRCLE— 

Question re town inspectors of post offices in the-. 11G6. 

BENGAL RAIL PROJECT- 

Qu estion re -. 72, 

BENGALIS— 

Question re — 

Decrease of --in the Government of India Secretariat. 128-29. 

Employment of-in the Government of India Secretariat, 98. 

BESANT. Mbs.— 

Question re— 

Alleged interception of money sent to —'— to pay the fees of poor 
students. 90. 

Interception of-’s letters. 39. 

Opening by the post office of letters addressed to-. 14-15. 

BHADRAK— 

Question re quarters for clerks at-•, Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1201. 

BHARAT INSURANCE COMPANY— 

Question re articles written by Mr. K. 0. Vidiarthi, ^lanager,-, on 

behalf of the Assistant Director, Railway Clearing Accounts. 1286. 

BHARGAVA, Pandit THAKUR DAS— 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to pass. 954. 

Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Bill—(Amendment of section 43)— 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 381-84. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, to circulate and to refer to Select Committee. 781. 
Question re — 

Acquisition of land from members of agricultural tribes by the depressed 
classes residing in the Delhi and North-West Frontier Provinces. 
889-90. 

■ Allegations against a guard of having attempted to outrage the modesty 
of a Christian woman. 912. 

Alleged insult to a shop-keeper by Colonel William, Health Officer 
Ambala. 1116-17. 
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BHAEGAVA, Pandit THAEUR BAS—coitid, 

Question re — contd. 

Amendment of the Government of India Act so as to make members of 
the Indian services eligible for appointment as Cliief Justices of the 
High Courts. 261-65. 

Conduct of the correspondence of the Cantonment Board by Colonel 
Moran, Executive Officer, Ambala. 1117. 

Construction of platforms for ingress to and exit from houses in Can¬ 
tonment bazars. 1121. 

Continuance of the sj’-stem of forced labour from members of the 
depressed classes in Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara, etc. 911. 

Control of firing without notice on crowds by the police or military. 890. 

Crediting to the Government and not to the Cantonment Fund of income 
from felled trees of “ A ” class land in cantonments. 1003-01, 

Demolition of rubbish bins in Kasaub Cantonment. 1114. 

Dismissal of a head clerk in an office of a superintendent of post offices. 
891. 

Education of and employment in the public ser%ices of the depressed 
classes. 889. 

Election of the Vice-President, Cantonment Board, Abbottabad. 1004. 

Establishment of an elected Cantonment Board in Chakrata. 1005. 

Holding of meetings in camera by the Cantonment Board, Ambala, 
1116. 

House accommodation for military officers in the Peshawar Canton¬ 
ment. 1121'22. 

Issue of a notice under section 239 of the Cantonments Act to hlr. Eaja 
Ram of Jubbulpore Cantonment. 1119-20. 

Loan to the militar)'' authorities of some lorries purchased by the Can¬ 
tonment Board, Jubbulpore, for conservancy purposes. 1120. 

Nomination of a non-official member to the Cantonment Board, Pe.sha- 
war. 1121. 

Notice issued under section 239 of the Cantonment Act to Mr. Ganesh 
Pershad of Jubbulpore Cantonment. 1118-19. 

Notification in the local gazette of the names of elected or nominated 
members of a Cantonment Board before they can sit on the Board. 
1118. 

Number of urban and rural units of the Indian Territorial Force. 887. 

Opening of a broad gauge railway between Jakhal and Sirsa via Fateha- 
bad. 913. 

Opening of a metre gauge railway between Jakhal and Bhattu via Fateha- 
bad. 913. 

Opening of a railway line between Jind and Hansi tna Narmaimd. 913. 

D. 2. 
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BHABGAYA, Pandit THAKUR DAS— concld. 

Question re — concld. 

Pay of clerks of the office of the Chief Auditor, North Western Railway. 
910-11. 

Procedure of the Indian Statutory Commission. 890. 

Publication of an attack on Hindus by the Muhammadan Ahmadf 
paper Sunrise. 913. 

Railway line between [fhaneswar and Jagadhri. 913, 

Recording of minutes of dissent by members of Cantonment Board. 
1266-67. 

Removal of Income-tax Officers from their offices by the Commissioners' 
of Income-tax. 911. 

Removal of Lala Mahabeer Pershad from the Rinance Committee of the- 
Cantonment Board, Lucknow. 1114-15. 

Resignation of Mr. Narsingh Das, an elected member of the Cantonment 
Board, Jubbulpore. 1123. 

Revision of the rules relating to the refnndof money in respect of lost or 
torn currency notes. 911-12. 

Stoppage of the import of ice in Ambala. 1115-16. 

Stoppage of the import of ice of the Sirhind Ice Factory in Ambaia 
Cantonment. 1117-18. 

Transfer of high executive and judicial officers in Ajmer-Merwara. 912. 

Trial of cases under the Cantonment Act in Hazara, Bannu and Dera 
Ismail Khan. 1122-23. 

Use of drinking water for irrigation purposes in Ambala Cantonment. 
1115. 

Vice-Presidents of Cantomnent Boards acting for the Presidents during 
the absence of the latter. 1265-66. 

Resolution re education of girls and women in the territories adminis¬ 
tered by the Central Government. 1034-37. 

BHARUCHA, Mr. S. M.— 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) BiU— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 798-800. 

BHATINDA— 

Question re refusal to grant leave to the Muslim employees of the Loco, 
workshops at-to say their prayers. 418-20. 

BEATTA— 

Question re payment of-and traveUing allowances to witnesses sum¬ 

moned before Income-tax Officers. 200. ' 
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BIIATTU— 

Question re opening of a metre gauge railway between Jaldial and- 

via Fateliabad. 913. 

'BHERAMARA— 

Question re construction of a railway from Saintbia to- via Berbam- 

» pore. 133. 

BHICAJI, Mr. MEHERJI— 

Question re claim against tbe German Government b)'-of Portuguese 

East Africa. 539-41. 

BIHARr- 

Question re— 

Heavy rainfall in-on tbe 4tb and 5tb August. 132. 

Location of another military force in North-on tbe Nepal Frontier. 

209. 

BIHAR AND ORISSA— 

Question re— 

Excessive number of Muhammadan superintendents of post offices 
in-. 218-19. 

Exemption of tbe profits of railway collieries in-from assessment 

under Chapter V of tbe Cess Act. 663-64. 

Paucity of recruits for tbe Army from-. 73. 

Provincial Govermnent’s share of tbe income-tax collected in-. 39. 

Removal of tbe office of tbe Commissioner of Income-tax,-, from 

Ranchi to Patna. 921. 

Smuggling of opium from Nepal into-. 49. 

Transfer of tbe office of tbe Commissioner of Income-tax,-, from 

Ranchi to Patna. 92. 

BIHAR AND ORISSA POSTAL CIRCLE— 

Question re — 

Names and nationalities of probationery superintendents of post offices 
in tbe-. 218. 

Number of appointments of reserve clerks in the MongbjT division of 
tbe-, etc. 215-16. 

Number of Hindu and Muhammadan non-matriculates employed as 

reserve clerks or as candidates for reserve clerkships in tbe-. 

215. 

Promotion of Muhammadan postmen as overseers m the-. 214. 

Recniitment of Muhammadans in tbe-. 214. 

Recruitment of non-matriculates as clerks in tbe Panta division of 
tbe-. 216. 

Want of a dead letter office in tbe-. 41. 

M170LA 
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BIHAKIS— 

Question re— 

Employment of-nml Ooriyn.s in tlic Government of India Secreta¬ 

riat. 70-71. 

Emidoyment of-and Ooriya.s in flic office of the Auditor General, 

71. 

BIJNORE— 

Question re construction of high level platform.s on the Htation.s on the line 
from Chandpur to-, East Indian Raihvay. 1275-7G. 

BILL(S)— 

Auxiliary Force (Amendment) - 

Assent of the Governor General. 158. 

-assented to by the Governor General. 157-58. 

Burma Salt (Amendment) - 

Assent of the Governor General. 157. 

Chittagong Port (Amendment)- 

Assent of the Governor General. 158, 

Dangerous Drugs- 

Introduced. 163. 

Circulated. 1226-30. 

Hindu Child Marriage - 

Presentation of petitions relating to the-. 348-49, 568, 1205. 

Question re number of petitions received relating to the-. 1161-62. 

Recommitted to Select Committee. 349-60. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 719. 

Presentation of the Report of the Committee on Petitions. 1390. 

Hindu Inheritance (Removal of DisabiUties)- 

Passed by the Council of State. 1012. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution - 

Motion to refer to a Select Committee. 385-93. 

Withdrawn. 393. 

Indian Divorce (Amendment)_ 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 361-72. 

Negatived. 372. 

Indian Finance- 

'Assent of the Governor General, 168. 
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BILL(S)— conid. 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment)-(Amendment of section 5)— 

Introduced. 166. 

Considered and passed. 947. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1249. 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment)-(Amendment of sections 10. 14, 

etc.)— 

Assent of the Governor General. 167. 

Indian Insurance Companies- 

Introduced. 162. 

Eeferred to Select Committee. 306-10. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 435-46. 
Considered and passed. 957-58. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1249. 

Indian Law Reports- 

Petitions relating to the-laid on the table. 224. 

Presentation of the Report of the Committee on Petitions. 1390. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) — 

Assent of the Governor General. 158. 

Indian Mines (Amendment) - 

Passed by the Council of State. 1123. 

Indian Patent antj Designs (Amendment)-. 

Introduced. 940-41. 

Circulated. 1390-91. 

Indian Penal Code (Amendment) -(Amendment of section 43)— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 373-85. 

Negatived. 385. 

Indian Penal Code (Amendment) -(Amendment of section 606)— 

Introduced. 165. 

Postponed till next session. 1391. 

Indian Securities (Amendment)- 

Assent of the Governor General. 157. 

Indian Succession (Amendment)- 

Passed by the Council of State. 1123. 

d2 
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BILL(S)— 

Indian Succession (Second Amendineni)- 

Introduced, 1G4-G5. 

Considered and passed. 047. 

Amendment made ])y the Council of St ate in the-. 1249. 

Amendment made by tlie Council of Slate agreed io. 1301. 

Indian TariH (Amendment) - 

Assent of tlic Governor General. 158, 

Indian Torritorfal Force (Amendment)- 

Assent of tlio Governor General. 158, 

Indian Trade Unions (Amendment)- 

Introduced. 163, 

Considered and passed. 041-46. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1249, 

Inland Bonded Warehouses (Amendment)- 

Assent of the Governor General. 158. 

Madras Salt (Amendment)- 

Introduced. 166. 

Considered and passed. 957. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1249. 

Match Industry (Protection)- 

Introduced. 165-66. 

Motion to consider. 958-76. 

Addition of a new clause after clause 2. 976-81. 

Passed. 982. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1249. 


Public Safety (Eemoval from India)- 

Introduced. 162, 

Point of order raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru that the Central Legisla¬ 
ture has no power to pass the law embodied in. the-. 4S6-44. 

^ circulate and refer to Select Committee. 444-76, 


Objections raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru under Standing Order No. 38. 

to the Bill being taken into consideration ^See “ Euling(s) ”. 

Motion to circulate negatived. 866 
Eeferred to Select Committee. 871. 

Presentation of the Eeport of the Select Committee, 1123-24. 
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BrLL(S)— conctd. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) —— contd. 

Motion to consider Report of the Select Committee negatived. 1343* 
84. 

Question re introduction of a-for the institution of an All-India 

Accoimtancy Board. 680. 

Repealing and Amending- 

Introduced. 165. 

Considered and passed. 947. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1249. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India- 

Referred to Select Committee. 695-737, 1124-59. 

Sind Land Alienation - 

Question re -. 27. 

Special Marriage (Amendment)- 

Petitions relating to the-. 567. 

Pr-esentation of the Report of the Committee on Petitions relating to . 
the-. 1123. 

Steel Industry (Protection)- 

Assent of the Governor General. 168, 

Trade Disputes- 

Introduced. 163-64. 

Circulated. 1205-26. 

Transfer of Property (Amendment)- 

Petition relating to the-and the Transfer of Property (Amendment) 

Supplementary Bill. 158. 

Presentation of the Report of the Committee on Petitions. 1390. 

Transfer of Property (Amendment) Supplementarj’- 

Petition relating to the Transfer of Propertv (Amendment) Bill at the 
-. 158, 

Presentation of the Report of the Committee on Petitions. 1390. 

Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment)- 

Introduced. 164. 

Circulated. 1231. 

BINDERS— 

Question re earnings of- in the Government of India Presses, 1274. 
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BIRD & CO., BIijssrs.— 

Question rc contract with-for the supply of coolies to the Central 

Stationery and Stainj) Oilicc. 123. 

BIRLA, IViR. GllANSIIYAIir DAS— 

Match Industry (Protection) Bill-— 

Motion to consider. 967-G8, 972. 


Question re— 

Absence of the High Commissioner for India from the Peace Pact cere¬ 
mony in Paris. G80-81, 

Amendment of the Government of India Act so as to make members of 
the Indian services eligible for appointment as Chief Justices of the 
High Courts. 204-65. 

Grant of passage and allowance to members of Indian services deputed 
overseas. G81-82. 

Membership of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce of the East Indian 
Railway, the Eastern Bengal Railway and the Calcutta Port Trust. 
1178-79. 

Rejection by the Government of India of certain proposals made by the 
Auditor General. 1178. 


Tampering with the train of the Governor of Madras during Ilis E.xcel- 
lency’s tour in the Bcllary district. 1179. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

(1) Development of civil and commercial aviation in India. *> ono qq., 

(2) Airmail service from Cairo to Karachi. J > ' 

Representation of State Railways on European Chambers of Com¬ 
merce. 613, 614, 615. 

Representation of the East Indian Railway on the Indian IMining 
Association, Calcutta. 612-13. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 


Motion to refer to Select Committee. 726-29, 1139. 

BLOCK INSTRUMENTS— 

Question re defective-in use on the South Indian Railway. 347-48. 

BLOCK SIGNAL INSPECTORS— 

Question re number of-on the North Western Railway drawing from 

Rs. 400 to Rs. 675 per mensem. 31. 

BOARD OE INTERINIEDIATE AND SECONDARY EDUCATION— 

Question re establishment of a-for Rajputana and Ajmer-Merwara. 

o2io, 

BOLSHEVISTS— 

Question re propaganda in India by 


and Communists. 409-10. 
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BOMBAY— 

Question re — 

Aerodromes at — — and Calcutta. 482. 

Complaints against the Lady Superintendent of the Pilgrim Department 
in-. 271-72. 

Conveniences for third class passengers at the proposed Central railway 
station in-. 1084-85. 

Cruelty to a consignment of monkeys sent from Lucknow to-by the 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 412. 

departmental test for candidates before employment in the post office 
in-. 879-80. 

Dictum of Mr. Justice Madgaonkar of the-High Court in the case of 

Emperor v. Jagardeo regarding the binding nature of treaties. 484. 

Duplication of the Imperial Mail Service from --to Calcutta. 259- 

60. ' 

Employment of a non-qualffied lady clerk in the General Post Office,-. 

880. 

Erection of a pilgrim camp outside the municipality of -. 271. 

Female assistant to the lady vaccinator in the Pilgrim Department,- 

272. 

Graht of leave and provident fund privileges to the menial staff 
employed in the various administrative offices of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway in-. 1060. 

Haj Committees at-and Karachi. 319-20. 

Improvement in the conditions of service of menials in-. 539. 

Investigating inspectors in the office of the Postmaster General,-. 

879. 

Minimum pay of clerks and town inspectors of post offices in- town 

after the introduction of the time-scale of pay, 1113. 

Names of institutions to which grants were made by the-and Sind 

Customs. 492. 

Non-revision in 1920 of the pay of town inspectors of post offices in- 

town. 1113. 

Number of officials in the General Post Office, -, on the super¬ 

annuation list. 878. 

Pay of probationers and recruits in offices administered by the Central 
Board of Revenue in-——. 331. 

Pilgrim Department,-, 269. 

Recognition of the Union of Seamen of the Royal Indian Marine in-. 

Recruitment of seamen at 


. 335. 
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BOMBAY— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Recruitment of the clerical cadre of the General Post Office,-. 877. 

Restriction of the recruitment in the Postal Department in the Presi¬ 
dency town of-to the adjoining Revenue divisions. 878. 

Reversion of town inspectors of post offices in-, etc. 1310. 

Reversion of town inspectors of post offices in-to the rank from 

which they were originally recruited. 1309-10. 

Revision of the pay of the ministerial staff in the Customs Department, 

the Income-tax Department and the Chief Account Office, Salt,-. 

331. 

Rude treatment of pilgrims in-. 272. 

Running of another express train from-to Delhi. 56. 

Starting of an assembling plant in-by Messrs. The General Motor 

Co., Ltd., of America. 610. 

Starting pay of postal clerks and town inspectors of post offices in- 

town prior to the introduction of the time-scale of pay. 1113. 

Suitability of the position assigned to the third class waiting hall in the 
proposed Central railway station in-. 1085. 

Total additional revenue earned by the Imperial Indian Mail run between 
-and Calcutta. 485. ' 

Town inspectors of post offices in-town. 1113-14. 

BOMBAY, BARODA AND CENTRAL INDIA RAILY^AY— 

iSee “ Railway(s) 

BOMBAY CENTRAL TELEGRAPH OFEICE— 

Question re number of telegraphists nominated to the testing branch in the 
-to learn testing, etc. 518. 

BOMBAY CIRCLE— 

Question re appointment of Muhammadans as superintendents of post 
offices in the-• 272-73. 

BOMBAY, GOVERNMENT OE— 

Question re revised pension rules for the inferior services of the . 35- 

BOMBAY HIGH COURT— 

See “ High Court(s) ”. 

BOMBAY MAIL— 

Question re halt of the-at Kodarma on the East Indian Railway. 

1180. 

BOMBAY POSTAL CIRCLE— 

Question re town inspectors of post offices in the 


1166. 
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BOMBAY BUECHASE CIBCLE— 

Question re total strengtli of tKe clerical and menial establisiunent of 
the-. 1319. 

BONDED WAREHOUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL- •• 

See “Inland-” under “Bill(s)”. 

BOOK(S)- 

Question re - 

-by Captain E. E. Parry, entitled TJie Sikhs of the Punjab. 

1108. 


Confiscation of the-entitled Politics of oil. 479-81. 

Government’s disapproval of the allegations made by Miss Mayo in 
her- Mother India against Indians. 25-26. 

Proscription of-published in England. 12-14. , 

Sale of and periodicals weeded out of the Imperial Library, 
Calcutta. 131. 

BOOKING CLERKS— 

Question re - - 

Appointment of separate-at Delhi for the Great Indian Peninsula 

and Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways. 18. 

Emplo^ent of additional-to cope with the heavy third class 

booldng at Patna junction. 40. 

BOOKING OEEICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Opening hours of-at railway stations. 44-45. 

Opening of a-in Multan city. 431-32. 

Third class —— at Kathgodam. 48. 

BOOTH COMMITTEE— 

Questmn re revised scales of pay recommended by the-for the office 

of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1334. 

BOSE, Db. SUDHINDEA— 

Question re visit of-fo India. 211-12, 265. 

BOSE, Mb. rash BEHARI— 


Question re interception of the letters of • 
BOUNTY SYSTEM— 


26. 


VPM orforrf for tlic Hail- 
va}s since the termination of the_. 262-64 


BOW BAZAR SUB-POST OFEICE- 

Question rc raising of the pay of the postmaster of the ■ 


1097. 
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BOWER, Mr. B. H. M.— 


Oatli ol Office. 1G7. 

BRADSHAW— 

Question rc pulilication of an up-to-date Indian-by the Railway 

Board. 4G-47. 

BRANCH DISPENSARIES— 

Question rc charge of-in Delhi. 895. 

BRANCH LINE RAILWAY COMPANIES— 


Question rc withdrawal of the concession granted in 1922 to-of 

treating super-tax as a worldng expense. 286-88. 

BREAK IN SERVICE— 


Question re condonation of-of .subordinate employees on State 

Railways. 558. 

BRAY, Sir DENYS— 

Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Bill-(Amendment of section 505)— 

Motion to introduce. 165, 


Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

hlotions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. C4G-48, 
810. 


BRIBERY— 


Question rc - 

Alleged-and corruption amongst the subordinate officers employ¬ 

ed in railway workshops. 1331. 

Charges of-and corruption against tlie foremen employed in the 

workshops at Lillooah, East Indian Railway. 1330-31. 

BRICKS— 

Question rc sale of-purchased for laying the floor in a camp for the 

Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, 1291. 

BRIDGE— 


Question re- 

Construction of a railway-over the Ganges at hlokameh Ghat. 

43. 

Construction of a railway-over the Gundvik. 43. 

BRIDGE INSPECTORS— 

Question re number of-in classes II and III on the North Western 

Railway. 31-33. 

BRIERLEY, Colonel— 

Question re scheme for a provincial hospital initiated by-, Chief 

Medical Officer of the North-West Frontier Province. 432. 
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beitish army— 


Question re present strength of the-in India. 1207. 

BRITISH EMPIRE— 

Question re representation of the--and the Dominions and India in 

the League of Rations. 89-90. 

-BRITISH GOODS— 

■ Question re speech delivered by Lord Burnham, regarding Indian markets 
ior-. 206-07. 

BRITISH MEDICAL QUALIEICATIONS— 

Question re - 

Admission of assistant surgeons with-into the Provincial Civil 

Medical Services. 1069-71. 

Employment of assistant surgeons with-as medical officers of 

British station hospitals. 1069. 

BRITISH MUSEUM— 

Question re presentation of valuable finds made at Mohenjodaro to the 

BRITISH SOLDIERS— 

See “ Soldier(s) ”. 

BRITISH STATION HOSPITALS— 

Question re employment of assistant surgeons with British medical 
qualifications as medical officers of-. 1069. 

BRITISH TRADE AGENT, GARTOK— 

Question re — 


Pay of the-and his staff. 284-85. 

Removal of the winter headquarters of the-from Simla to Aim ora 

or Nairn Tal. 286. 

Summer and winter headquarters of the-. 28b-86. 

BRITISH UNIT— 


Question re attachment of Indians who pass out of Sandhurst as 2nd 
Lieutenants to a-■. 603, 


BURA— 

« 

Question re reduction of the railway freights on sugar 
sJiahkar. 1078-79. 


jaggery and 


BURDWAN- 


Question rc discharge of A. K. Mitra, relieving cleric,-, by the East 

Indian Railway. 98-99. ^ ■ 

BURDWAN, DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OR— 

Question rc alleged hara-ssment hy the-and the police of the 

strikers at Asansol, Ea.st Indian Railway. 1170-71. 
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BUKDWAN-HOWEAH LOCAL TRAIN— 

Question rc alteration of the timings of the 88-Down-, East Indiail 

Railway. 1099. 

BUILDINGS— 

Question re restoration and preservation of the-connected withT'tho 

memories of Rani Laxmi Bai of Jhan.si. 22. 

BUNGALOWS— 

Question re number of-rented by the North Western Railway in the 

Civil Lines and Darya Ganj, Delhi. 403. 

BURN & CO., Messrs.— 

Question rc contract given to-by the East Indian Railway for the 

.supply of basic pig-iron. 279. 

BURNHAM, Lord— 

Question re speech delivered by--regarding Indian markets for 

British goods. 205-07. 

BURHAMPORE— 

Question rc — 

Construction of a railway from Sainthia to Bheraraara via -. ] 33. ' 

Goods shed at-railway station. 602. 

Stoppage of the Calcutta Mail at-. 502-03. 

BURMA— 

Question re ■— 

Construction of a railway between India and ■——. 47. 

Human sacrifice in-. 90-91. 

Mr. B. G. Kundu, Assistant Postmaster General,-. 993. 

Opening of a school for training telegraphists in-. 998. 

Sulphur springs and medicinal natural waters in India or —. G9. 

BURMA RAILWAYS— 

Nee “ Railway(s) ”. 

BUR.MA SALT (AIMENDMENT) BILD- 
See “ Bill(s) ”. 

BUSINESS— 

Nee “ Statement of Business ”. 

BUTARI-PATTI-LAHORE RAILWAY— 

Nee “ Railway(s) ”. 
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C 

CABIN SIAN— 

Question re death from snake bite of Daffatray Shivlal, a — employed 
on the Great Indian Peninsula Eailvray. 542-43. 

CABLE AND WIRELESS BEAM MERGER— 

Resolution re the-. 224-50. 

CABLE CONNECTION— 

Question re direct-between London and India. 920. 

CABLES— 

Question re inefficiency of the Indo-Ceylon-. 495. 

CACHAE— 

Question re amalgamation of the districts of Sylhet and- with 

Bengal. 1300-01. 

CADETS— 

Question re— 

Admission of-of the “ Dufierin ” to the training ships “ Conway ” 

and “ Worcester.” 906. 

Admission of Indian-——to -he Indian Corps of Signals and the 
Royal Tank Corps. 433-35. 

Course of training prescribed for-of the “ Dufierin.” 907. 

Number of-undergoing training on the training ship “ Dufierin.” 

49. 

Throwing open of the Bengal Pilot Service to-of the “ Dufierin.” ■ 

907. 

Training of-on the training ships “ Conway ” and “ Worcester.” 

904-06. 

CAIRO— 

Question re— 

(1) Development of civil and commercial aviation in India.") ggo 21 

(2) Air mail service from-to Karachi. ' J ' ’ 

CALCUTTA— 

Question re- 

Admission to the reading room of the Imperial Library,-. 37. 

Advanced increments granted to officials of the offices of the Director 
General, Posts and Telegraphs and the Accountant General, Posts 
and Telegraphs, on their transfer from-to Delhi. 400. 

Aerodromes at Bombay and-. 482. 

Amount sanctioned in the Budget of 1928-29 for the piece-workers 
of the Government of India Press ,-. 1272. 

Amount spent on account of as well as the amount received from the 
sale of composing materials by each of the Government of India 
Presses at-, Delhi and Simla. 1275. 
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CALCUTTA—ca/«(Z. 

Question re — conhl. 

Appointment of j\Ir, J. 0. Mair as Assistant Ace,ovintant’ under the. 
Port Comnii.s.sionors,-, (iS-GO, 

Complaint by the Globe Nursery of-against tlic slait of the Sham- 

bazar town sub -0 nice. 1000-1100. 

Criminal case instituted in-against Dr. J. A. Dunn of the Geo¬ 

logical Survey of India. 3G, 

Duplication of the Imperial Mail Service fioin Bombay to-. 

2o9-G0. 

Duties of town inspectors of post olTices in-. 129G. 

Duties of town inspectors of post odiccs in Madras and-, 

respectively^, etc. 110.5, 1112. 

Bstablishraent of an urban unit of the Indian Territorial Force in-. 

66. 

Grant of local allowances to oHicers and ministerial staff of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway stationed in-. 1.35. 

Grievances of the clerks and poddars of the Currency OfTico,-. 

694-95. 

Holidays, leave, etc., of the piece workers of the Government of India 
Press at --. 1386. 

Increase in the clerical cslabli.shment of the Central Publication 
Branch, --. 1339-40. 

Tndianisation of the higher grades of the technical and non-technical 
services of the Port Commissioners,-. 69. 

Memorial of the piece-workers of the Government of India Press -- 

1270. 

Names and designations of officials charged with certain specified 
duties in the post offices in-. 1295. 

Number of clerks employed in the de.ad letter office at- etc 

42-43. 

Number of machines purchased and sold by the Government of India 
Presses at-, Delhi, Simla and .fUigarh, from 1922 to 1927. 

i D« 

Provision of quarters for the Indian guards of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway stationed in-. 136. 

Rai^ng of the pay of the deputy postmaster. Hatkholn town sub¬ 
office in-, 1098-99. 

Raising of the pay of the postmasters of the Bow Bazar, Dharamtola 
and 1 ark Street town sub-offices in_. 1097. 
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CALCUTTA—concM. 

Question re— concld. 

Refusal to certain clerks of the concessions granted in connection with 
- the transfer of the headquarters of the non-migratorj portion of the 

office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs from-to 

Delhi. 1104-05. 

Removal of the Imperial Record Department from-to DeUii. 

566. 

Removal of valuable relics from the museum at Patna to the Museum 
at-. 73-74. 

Sale of books and periodicals weeded out of the Imperial Libr.irv,-. 

131. 

Starting rates of pay of town inspectors of post offices in-and 

Madras before the introduction of the nme-ecale of pay in 1920. 
1106, 1112. 

Total additional revenue earned by the Imperial Indian Mail run 
between Bombay and-. 485. 

Town inspectors of post offices in-. 920. 

Transfer of the records of the Government of India from-to Delhi. 

37. 

"Working hours of the officials of the Savings Bank Department of the 
General Post Office,-. 1097-98. 

CALCUTTA MAIL— 

Question re stoppage of the-at Burhanpur. 502-03. 

CALCUTTA PORT TRUST— 

Question re membership of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce of the 

East Indian Railway, the Eastern Bengal Railway and the-. 

1178-79. 

CALCUTTA SORTING DIVISION— 

Question re discharge of 15 approved candidates of the old-. 1098. 

CilLCUTTA SUBURBAN TRAEFIC SERVICE— 

Question re electrification of railways for the-. 55. 

CAkIPBELL, kiR.— 

Question re case of- alias kir. George Alli.son. 330. 

CANTONklBNT(S)— 

Question re — 

Crediting to the Government and not to the-Fund of income 

from felled trees of “ .4 ” class land in-. 1003-01. 

Executive officers in-. 499. 

CANTONklENT BAZARS- 

Question re construction of platforms for ingress to and exit from liouse.s 
in-. 1121 
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CANTONMENT BOAED(S)— 

Question re — 

Conduct of the corresjjondence of the- by Colonel Moran, Execu¬ 

tive Officer, Ambala. 1117. 

Creation of a-in Lausdowne, etc. 126. 

Notification in the local gazette of the names of elected or nominal ed 
members of-before they can sit on the Boards. 1118. 

Recording of minutes of dissent by members of-. 1266-67. 

Vice Presidents of-acting for Presidents during the absence of the 

latter. 12G5-66. 

CANTONMENT BOARD, ABBOTTABAD— 

Question re election of the Vice-President,-. 1001. 

CANTONMENT BOARD. AMBALA— 

Question re holding of meetings by the-, 1116. 

CANTONMENT BOARD, BELGAUM— 

Question re deprivation of the-of a large portion of their revenue. 

892-93. 

CANTONMENT BOARD, CHAKRATA— 

Question re establishment of an elected-. 1006. 

CANTONMENT BOARD, JUBBULPORE— 

Question re — 

Loan to the military authorities of some lorries purchased by the- 

for conservancy purposes. 1120. 

Resignation of Mr. Narsingh Das, an elected member of the-. 

1123. 

CANTONMENT BOARD, LUCKNOW— 

Question re removal of Lala Mahabeer Pershad from the Finance Com¬ 
mittee of the-. 1114-16. 

CANTONMENT BOARD, PESHAWAR— 

Question re nomination of a non-official member to the-1121 

CANTONMENT FUNl'i— 

Question re crediting to the Government and not to the-of income 

from felled trees of “ A ” class land in cantonments. 1003-04. 

CANTONhIBNTS ACT- 
See “ Acts 
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CAPITAL ACCOUNT— 

Question re — 

. Relief to the-of the sum spent on abandoned railway projects. 

185. 

• Total amount debited to the-of expenditure on surveys of new 

lines forming part of a State-worked railway. 189. 

CAPITAL AT CHARGE— 

Question re amount of the-on State Railways at the end of 1926- 

27, etc. 187. 

CARD PASS(ES)— 

Question re— 

Alleged misuse of a second class-by Air. Ashwood, Office Superin¬ 

tendent in the Office of the Divisional Superintendent, Delhi, North 
Western Railway. 908-09. 

Refusal of the Agent to grant-to the office-bearers of the 

East Indian Railway Union at Moradabad. 692-93. 

CARRIAGE AND WAGON SHOPS— 

Question re alleged assault by the Foreman of the Vacuum Brakeshop on 
Mohammad Hussain, a workman of the-at Moghalpura. 337, 

CARRIAGE EXAiMINERS— 

Question rc — 

Pay of-on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1199. 

Pay of drivers, shunters, firemen, fitters and-on the Bengal and 

North-Western Railway. 1323. 

CARRIAGE INSPECTORS- 

Question re employment of Indians as-on the North Western Rail¬ 

way. 897. 

CART ROAD QUARTERS, SIMLA— 

Question re — 

Price of furniture supplied to-. 1101. 

Total amount of coal used for hot water for baths of Honourable 

Members limng in the-and Summer Hill quarters, Simla, during 

the last foirr years. 1107. 

Total quantity of coal provided for hot water for baths in the -r 
last year. .921. 

CASH CERTIFICATES— 

Question re -. 88. 

:\n7CLA E 
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CASUAL LEAVE— 

Question re— 

Grant of-and privilege leave to the subordinate staff of the Great 

Indian Peninsula Uailway. 613. 

Grant of-to departmental branch postmasters. 79. 

Grant of-to signallers in the combined post offices. 78-79. 

Refusal of-to the staff of the East Indian Railway. 1314. 

CAUVERY METTUR PROJECT— 

Question re the-. 95-9G. 

CENSUS— 

Question re-of the children of school-going age of the employees on 

each of the State Raihvays. 557. 

•CENTRAL BOARD OF REVENUE— 

Question re pay of probationers and rcsennsts in offices administered by 
the-in Bombay. 331. 

^CENTRAL FORMS STORE— 

Question re— 

Discharge of Babu Batta Krishna Dutta, a clerk in the-. 1341. 

Insanitary room allotted to the military despatch section of the --. 

873. 

CENTRAL GOVERNhlENT— 

Resolution re education of girls and women in the territories administered 
by the-. 594-602, 1012-50. 

CENTRAL INDIA— 

Question re railway survey from Rutlam-Banswara to Galiakot in- 

104-05. 

' CENTRAL LEGISLATURE— 

Question re— 

Appointment of a Committee of the-to enquire into the grievances 

of the employees of the Indian Railways. 289-90. 

Daily allowance of Members of the-. 1318. 

CENTRAL PRINTING AND STATIONERY OFFICE, CALCUTTA- 

' Question re temporary clerks in the-. 1341-42. 

CENTRAL PROVINCES— 

Question re grant of a pension or gratuify to the widow of Mr. Ma'dan 
Gopal, late a postal employee in the-. 131. 
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CENTRAL PUBLICATION BRANCH, CALCUTTA— 

Question re — 

Increase in the clerical establishment of the-. 1339-40. 

Number of clerks dismissed by Mr. Colder while Manager of the- 1 

1341. 

CENTRAL RAILWAY STATION, BOMBAY— 

Question re — 

• Conveniences for third class passengers at the proposed-. 1084- 

.85. 

Suitability of the position assigned to the third class waiting hall in 
the proposed-. 1085. 

CENTRAL REVENUES, ACCOUNTANT GENERAL^ 

Question re — 

Alleged ill-treatment of Bengali clerks in the office of the-. 120. 

Examination for appointment as clerks in the office of the-. 

1193. 

Eilling up of vacancies in the office of the-. 1339. 

Inadequate representation of Muslims in the office of the-Delhi. 

1194. 

Number of Muslim and non-Muslim assistant accounts officers, senior 

accountants and accouii,tants, etc., in the office of the-, Delhi. 

1192. 

Total number of men entertained by the-during the last three 

years as probationers against posts in the subordinate accounts 
• ;• • services. 1193. 

CENTRAL SERVICES— 

Question re recruitment to the-.• 1091. 

■ CENTRAL STATIONERY AND STAhlP OEEICE— 

Question re — 

Contract for supplying coolies to the-. 122-23. 

Contract of Messrs. Bird & Co. for the supply of coolies to the-. 

123. 

CENTRAL STATIONERY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re non-confirmation of certain clerks in the-. 114. 

CENTRAL STATIONERY OFFICE—. 

Question re — 

Ab'olitioh of the post of Superintendent of the-. 562. 

Alleged high-handedness of the Superintendent of the-. 121. ■ 

3(2 
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CENTRAL STATIONERY OFEICE-coh/^/. 

Qviestion rc— contd. 

Allocation of work to head assistants of clifYcrcnt branches of the ——» 
561. 

Attendance registers of the menials of the -. 061. 

Conlirmation of certain clcrk.s in the-, 112-13. 

Dates of appointraout and confirmation of certain clerks in the—~- 

111 . 

Dates of confirmation of certain clerk.s in the-, ]13-M, 117-18. 

Duties of the Superintendent of tlie General branch,-. .060-01. 

General branch of the-. 560. 

General supetvision of the branches of the-, etc. 562. 

Increment registers of the cmplo 3 ’^ees of the-, '128-30. 

Irregularitj' in confirmation of clerks in the-, 112. 

Nepotism in the-. 115-16. 

Presentation made by the clerks of the-to the Controller of Print¬ 

ing and Stationeiy on the occasion of the marriage of liis daughter, 

122 . 

Retrenchment of the po.st of Assistant Controller of Stamps in the 
-. 427-28. 

Superintendent in the-. 428-30. 

Supersession of certain clerks in tlie-h}’^ Bahu Suprokas Pal. 

116-17. 

'Transfer of certain clerlvs from the Stationer}' branch to the Stamp 
branch in the-. 429. 

CENTRAL TELEGRAPH OFFICE— 

Question re — 

Examination for clerks in the-at Madras. 109-10. 

Number of telegraphists nominated to the testing branch in the Bom¬ 
bay -to learn testing, etc. 548. 

CENTRAL WA^ES BOARD— 

Question re constitution of a-, etc. 559. 

CERTIFICATE— 

Question re sea service for a second mate’s -. 906. 

CESS— 

' Question re ^ paid to the- Hazaribagh District Board b\' railvay 
collieries situated in that district. 1179. 

CESS ACT— 

,See “ Act(s) ”. , , 
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CEYLON— 

Question re— 

Deputation of the Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores Depart¬ 
ment, to-. 1010. 

Exclusion of Indians from the Civil Ser\ice examination of- 

1188. 

Proposal made by the Agent of the Government of India in-for 

the abolition of the kanigany system of recruiting labourers. 1189. 

CHAIR— 

-Apology to the-and the House by Sir James Simpson. 1389. 

CHAKRATA— 

Question re establishment of an elected Cantonment Board in-. 

1005. 

CHAhlARKAND— 

Question re proscription of the paper Al Mujaliid published in -. 

505. 

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE— 

Question re representation of State Railways on European-. 613- 

15. 

CHANDAUSI— 

Question re — 

Case of railway drivers who had passed their examinations at the- 

Railway Training School,-. 326. 

Promotion of Indian workers who have passed examinations from the 
Training School at-. 1173. 

OHANDPUR— 

Question re construction of high level platforms on the stations on the 
line from-to Bijnor, East Indian Railway. 1275-76, 

CHAm)PUR-BIJNOR-]\rUAZZAJrPUR-NARAIN RAILWAY— 

See “ Eailway(s) ”. 

CHARGE SHEETS— 

Question rc furnishing of-to employees of State Railways before 

reduction, removal or dismissal. 555-56. 

CHARSADDA-SWABI RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s) ”. 
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CHATTEBJBE, The Revd. J. C.— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Audit ” (Railways). 
1415. 

Indian Divorce (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 363, 370-72. 

Motion for leave to withdraw motion to refer to Select Committee. 
369. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Indian Christians to the superior public service. 322. 

Appointments made to certain superior sermces by nomination since 
the institution of competitive examinations in India. 321-22. 

' Average cost of pumping water and the average daily volume of the 
output of water in Delhi. 404. 

Contamination of the water supply of Delhi city. 405. 

Influx of officers, cierks and office servants into Delhi consequent on 
the transfer of certain offices to that place. 402. 

Medical care, guidance and probation of mentally defective children. 
422. 


Mental defectives. 421-22. 

Nominations to the Indian Civil Service in 1928. 322. 

Number of bungalows rented by the North Western Railway .in the 
Civil Lines and Darya Ganj, Delhi. 403. 

Provision of drainage and water supply to the Western Extension of 
Delhi city known as Karaul Bagh. 401-02. 

Provision of housing accommodation in Delhi for the officers and staffs 
of the Government offices transferred to that place. 403, 

Registration of mental defectives. 422. 


Retention by officers of the Indian Territorial Force of their honorary 
ranks after retirement, etc. 692. 

Scheme for city extension submitted by the Delhi municipality. 401, 
Shortage of houses and high rents in Delhi. 402. 

Training of Public Health Officers in psychology, 422-23. 

Treatment of mental disorders in their early stages. 423. 

Tuberculosis in Delhi. 400-01. 

Water supply of Delhi city. 403-04.' 

Question (Supplementary) re — 


Employmrat of railway menial staff by the Assistant Superintendent 
Power House, Moradabad, on his private work. 180 * 

Increase of tuberculosis in India. 6. 
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CHATTEBJEEj The Eevd. J. G.— conld. 

Question (Supplementary) re — conid. ^ 

Indianisation of tlie stafi of the Security Printing Press, Easik. 280. 

■ Eefusal to grant leave to the Muslim employees of the Loco, work¬ 
shops at Bhatinda to say their Id prayers, eto. 420. 

Eesolution re education of girls and women in the territories administered 
by the Central Government. 594-99, 1027, 104G-49, 1050. 

CHEOKI— 

Question re provision of proper lights and fans in the shuttle train 
between-and Allahabad. 507-08. 

CHETPET— ' ■ 

Question re accident at-on the South Indian Eailway. 1177. 

CHETTY, Mb. E. K. SHAKMUKHAM— 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Deputy Agent, South Indian Eailway. 1091. 

Direct railway route from Madras to Peshawar. 1076-77. 

Issue of Treasury Bills within three weeks of the Government of India 
loan being fuUy subscribed. 1002. 

Eeservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill. 715-30. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1124-31,1149. 

CHIEF ACCOUNT OFFICE, SALT— 

Question re revision of the pay of the ministerial staff in the Customs 

Department, the Income-tax Department and the-, Bombay. 

331. 

OmBF AUDITOE, GEBAT INDIAN PENINSULA EAILWAY— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Mr. J. Methais, an Anglo-Indian, as an Audit Inspector 
in the office of the-1063.. 

Employment of relieving staff on the permanent establishment of the 
office of the-. 1060-61. 

Pay of the subordinate staff of the office of the-. 1061. 

Present scale of pay of the ticket printing staff attached to the office 
of the-. 1059-60, 

^ansfer of men from the office of the-, to the Eailway Clearing 

Accounts Office, Delhi. 1061-62. 

CHIEF AUDITOE; NOETH WESTEEN EAILWAY— 

Question re— 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the 


•. 527. 
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CHIEF AUDITOR, NORTH ^VESTERN RAILWAY—cob 
Q uestion re— cmid. 

Pay of clerks of the-. 910-11. 

Period spent in the hills in summer on inspection of railway out-agencies 
by Mr. Wood,-. 1305-0G. 

Time spent on the inspection of out-agencies in the hills by Mr. 
Wood,-. 892. 

CHIEF C0M]\IAND— 

Question re change in the-of the Army in India. 2G7-68. 

CHIEF CONTROLLER OF STORES, INDIAN STORES DEPARTJIENT— 

t 

Question re deputation of the-, to Ceylon. 1010, 

CHIEF ENGINEEIL- 

Question re appointment of-on the suction dredger “ Yizagapatam.” 

118-19. 

CHIEF GOODS INSPECTOR— 

Question rc-at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 547. 

CHIEF JUSTICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Amendment of the Government of India Act, so ns to allow persons who 
are not lawyers to become-of Indian High Courts. 207-08. 

Amendment of the Government of India Act so as to make members of 

the Indian Services eligible for appointment as-of the High 

Courts. 264-65. 

Eligibility of civilian Judges for the office of-of a High Court. 621- 

22 . 

CHIEF hlEDICAL OFFICER, DELHI— 

Question re employment of Muhammadans as clerks in the office of the-. 

894. 

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICERS— 

Question re qualifications and salaries of-on State Railways. 684. 

CHIEF PUBLICITY OFFICER, STATE RAILWAYS— 

Question re deputation of the-to America. 10S5-S6. 

CHILD MARRIAGE BILL— 

Bee “ Hindu-” under “ Bill(s) ”. 

U MARRIAGE RESTRAINT BILL— 

Bee " Bill(s) ”. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


61 


-CHILDREN— 

Question re — 

Census of the-of school-going age of the employees on each of 

the State Railways. 657. 

Education of the-of railway employees. 334, 542. 

Education of the-of the staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 134. 

Introduction of legislation to restrict the traffic in women and-. 

'81. 

Medical care, guidance and probation of mentall}’- defective-. 422. 

Traffic in women and-. 91. 

CHITTAGONG— 

Question re— 

Appointment of a Secretary to the Port Commissioners,-. 997. 

Military pensioners in-. 1051. 

Moslems in the clerical staff employed in the offices of the Port Commis¬ 
sioners,-. 873. 

Opening of a technical school in connection with the Assam Bengal 
Railway at-. 997. 

Preventive officers at,-. 684, 

Recruitment of Hindus of-to the provincial cadre of the Postal 

Service. 1196. 

Recruitment of Mussalmans as postmen and menials in the-division 

and the-head office. 277. 

Recruitment of the staff for the new constructions of the Assam Bengal 
Railway at Feni and-. 996. 

CHITTAGONG DIVISION— 

Question re location of the office of the Superintendent of Post Offices,- 

683. 

OHITTAGONG-DUHAZARI RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s)”. 

CHITTAGONG-NAZIRHAT— 

Question re recruitment of staff for the Feni-Belonia and-extensions 

of the Assam Bengal Railway. 683-84. 

CHITTAGONG-NAZIRHAT RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s)”. 

CHITTAGONG PORT {AJMENDJIENT) BILL— 

Rcc “ Bill(s) 
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CHRISTIAN(S)~ 

Question re— 

Number of Sikbs, Hindus, Muhammadans and-in. the Railway 

Clearing House at Delhi. 127-28, 

Sikh, Muhammadan, Hindu, and-clerks, accountants, etc., in the 

Military Accounts D epartment. 126. 

CHRISTIAN CLUB— 

Question re handing over of the Lai Bungalow in Delhi to a-for 

recreation purposes. 326-27. 

CIGARETTES— 

I 

Question re licenses for seUing pan and-at railway stations on the 

Moradabad division of the East Indian Railway. 624. 

CINDERS— 

J 

Question re sale of-by the East Indian Railway. 626. 

CINEMA INQUIRY COMUHTTEE— 

Question re report of the-. 90. 

CITY EXTENSION— 

f Question re scheme for-submitted by the Delhi municipality. ‘ 401. 

CITY MAGISTRATE, AJMER— 

Question re revision of the pay of the Sub-Judge, Aimer, and the-- 

324. 

CITY POST OFFICE, PESHAWAR— 

Question re payment of rent for the building occupied by the old — 
after its vacation. 530. 

CIVIL ACCOUNT CODE— 

Question re deposits held by the Government of India under the-with 

the Accountants General in the various provinces. 94-96. 

CIVIL AERODROME— 

Question re construction of a -at Gaya. 71, 

CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL AVIATION— 

Question re development of-in India. 320-21. 

CIVIL AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS OFFICES- 

safeguarding of the interests of minority communities in-, 

CIVIL AVIATION— 

Question re present position of-in India. 482. 

CIVIL AVIATION, DEPARTMENT OF— 

Question re employment of Mr. B. K. Singh in the 


323 
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CIVIL AVIATION, DIRECTOE OF-^ 

Question re — 

Alleged preference shown to Anglo-Indians in the matter of recruitment 
to the office of the-. 890-91, 891-92. 

Employment of Muslims in the office of the-. 1284. 

Expenditure on the-and his office. 483. 

CIVIL AVIATION OFFICE— 

Question re employment of Sikhs in the-. 884. 

CIVIL COURTS— 

Question re — 

Number of Muslims in the establishments of the-in the Delhi 

, Province. 312. 

Persons in the-, Delhi, who served in the Great War; 312-13. 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE— 

Question re proposed resort to-of the people of the North-West Frontier 

Province. 1188. “ . 

CI^^L EMPLOY— 

Question re preferential treatment to candidates for-on the score of 

war services. 1193. 

CIVIL HOSPITALS, INSPECTORS GENERAL OF— 

Question re Surgeons General and-. 904. 

CIVIL LINES, DELHI— 

Question re number of bungalows rented by the North Western Railway 
in the-and Darya Gang, Delhi. 403. 

CIVIL MEDICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re difficulty in supplying the-with officers from the* Military 

Branch of the Indian Medical Service. 1067. 

CIVIL MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, DELHI PROVINCE— 

Question re statement showing the allocation of the-. 896. 

CIVIL aiEDICAL SERITCBS— 

Question rc admission of assistant sturgeons with British medical quali¬ 
fications into Provincial-. 1069-71. 

CIVIL SERVICE EXAhnNATlON— 

Question rc e.xclusion of Indians from the-of Ce 3 don. 1188, 

CIVIL WORKS, CENTRAL— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 1236-37. 

CI^ULIAN JUDGES— 

Question rc eligibilitv of- 

621-22. 


for the office of Chief Justice of a High Court. 
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■CLERICAL CADRE— 

Question re recruitment of the-of tlio Genernl Post Office, Bombay, 

877. 


■CLERICAL ESTABLISIBIENT— 

Question rc— 

-of the Delhi Courts. 311. 

Method of making selections for promotion amongst the ordinary- 

of offices. 332. 

Recruitment for leave vacancies in the-of the Railway Board, 

917. 

Report of Jlr. IIe.seltiiio on the-of the Army Hendqu.'irtor.s. 919, 

Retirement of members of the-of the Railway Board, 915, 

Revision of tlie pay of the-of the Imperial Record Department. 

5GG-67. 

CLERICAL STAFF— 

Question ra — 

Rates of pay of the-of attached offices located permnnoutly in 

Delhi. 315-10. 

Recruitment of-for the Railway Board. 910-17. 

Recruitment of the-for the Contracts Directorate, 1190-91. 

Recruitment of the-in jVrmy Headquarters, 517-18, 518-19, 

■ Revision of the pay of the-of the office of the Director General 

of Posts and Telegraphs. 992. 

Total strength of the-of the Railway Board on the 31st January 

1927. 917. 

CLERKfS)— 

Que.stion re — 


Allegations against Nand Lai Khera, a-of the post office, Pe.shawar 

691. 

Alleged ill-treatment of Bengali -in the Office of the Accountant 

ueneral, Central Revenues. 120. 

. Alleged trespass into the house of one Roy, a trains-at Fulchari 

ontlie Eastern Bengal Railway. 138. ’ 

Amalgaination of grades I and II -in the four offices hi Calcutta 

under the Controller of Printing and Stationery. 686. ’ 

•Appeal of Mr. Sher Singh, late - post office, Peshawar, 527-28. 

' of Muslims as-in the branches of the Printintr and 

Stationery Department, Calcutta. 688-89. " ^ 
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CLERK(S)— 

Question re — coniH. 

Appointment of postal- as town inspectors of post offices. 

533-34. 

Carriage of luggage of officers and-of the Government Telegraph 

Offices, Simla and Delhi. 1080. 

—— of courts, and readers in the District and Senior Suh-Jiidges’ Courts, 
Delhi. 312. 

Confirmation of certain-in the Central Stationerj”- Office. 112- 

13. 

Construction of quarters for the-of the head post office at Moti- 

liari. 85-86. 

Dates of appointment and confirmation of certain --in the Central 

Stationery Office. 111. 

Dates of confirmation of certain-in the Central Stationery Office. 

113-14. 117-18. 

* 

Departmental examination for inspectors and superintendents’ head- 

. .in the Postal Department. 107-08. 

Discharge of A. K. Mitra, refieving-, Bnrdwan, by the E.^st Indian 

Railway. 98-99. 

Discharge of Babu Batta Krishna Dutta, a -in the Central Forms 

Store. 1341. 

Discharge of temporary-emplo 5 'ed at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 543-44. 

Discontent among graduate-in the post offices in presidency towns. 

506. 

Discontent among the-of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, 

Delhi. 1293. 

Dismissal of head-in an office of a superintendent of po.st offices. 

891. 

Distinction in the rates of pay of-employed at Wadi Builder. Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 544-45. 

Duties of-in the lower grade of the Imperial Record Department. 

566. 

Duties of the-of the General Post Office, Madras, etc. 1106-13. 

Employment of a non-qualified lady-in \ he General Post Office, 

Bombay. 880. i 

Employment of lady-in the office of the Railway Bo.ard. 1291 -95. 

Employment of markers as-, assistant goods -or goods- 

at some of the roadside and junction stations of the Bengal and North- 
Western Railway. 1197-1321. r 
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CLERK(S) —contd. 

Question rc — contd. 

Employment of Muhammadans as-- in the office of the Chief Medical 

Officer, Delhi. 894. 

Employment of Jlussalmnns ns establishment*-on the East Indian 

Railway. 19]-92. 

Employment of two brothers as--in the Peshawar head post 

office. 1309. 

Employment of women-in post olliccs. 03. 

Examination for appointments as-- in the office, of the Accountant 

General, Central Revenues, Delhi. 1193. 

Examination for-in the Central Telegraph Office at Madras. 109- 

10 . 

Examination for time-scale-in the Postal Department. 421. 

Grant of allowances to the-of the district offices of the Eastern 

Bengal Railway for Sunday and holiday work. 137. 

Grant of conveyance allowance to the --of the Government of India. 

1202-03. 

Grant of increments to certain 2nd Dhd.sion-in the Army Depart¬ 

ment. 147-48. 

-Grievances of the-and poddars of the Calcutta Currency Office. 

694-95. 

Housing accommodation for-of the Railway Clearing Accounts 

Office, Delhi. 605. 

Irregularity in confirmation of-in the Central Stationery Office. 

112 . 

Memorial from the-employed under the Controller of Printing and 

Stationery. 1196. 

Memorials addressed to the Financial Commissioner, Railway Board, 
<by the-of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Dellu. 1196. 

Memorials submitted by tbc-of the Forms Office in Calcutta under 

the Controller of Printing and Stationery. G87. 

■Minimum educational qualifications of-in the post office. 880. 

. Minimum pay of-and town inspectors of post offices in Bombay 

town after the introduction of the time-scale of pay. 1113. 

Eon-confirmation of certain clerics in the Central Stationery Department. 

.Number of accountants and-in the Military Accounts Department. 

617. 

Number of appointments of reserve —— in the Mongbyr division of 
the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle, etc. 216-16. 
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CLERK(S}— conid: 

Question re — conti. 

Number of BeBgali—^—recruited since 1925 by the Raihvav Board. 
144. 

Number of-dismissed by Sir. Gtolder, while Slanager of the Central 

Publication Branch. 1341. 

Number of-employed in the dead letter office at Calcutta, et-c. 

42-43. 

Number of Hindu and Slubammadan non-matriculates employed 

as reserve-or as candidates for reserve clerkships in the Bihar 

and Orissa Postal Circle. 215. 

Number of Hindus and Sloslems employed as superintendents, post¬ 
masters and-in all the post offices in Sind. 330. 

Number of Muslim and Hindu—in certain specified offices of the Assam 
Bengal Railway. 995. 

Number of Muslim and Hindu postal-and sub-postmasters em¬ 

ployed under the postmasters, Peshawar and Abbottabad. 689-90. 

Opening by a-of the Imperial Library of a restaurant in the Library. 

130. 

Overworked-in the office of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, 

Delhi. 1285. 

Paucity of Muslim-and accountants in the Military Accounts 

Department, North-West Frontier Province. 497-98. 

Pay of-of the office of the Chief Auditor, North Western Railway 

910-11. 

Pay of -on State Railways. 563. 

Pay of junior-of the inspectors’ offices of the Engineering Depart¬ 

ment, East Indian Railway. 1316. 

Pay of lower division-of the office of the Accountant General, 

Posts and Telegraphs. 915. 

Pay while on leave of non-gazetted officers and—of the Postal Depart-- 
ment. 213-14. 

Present time-scale of pay of the lower dmsion-of the office of the 

Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs. 914-15. 

Presentation made by the-of the Central Stationery Office to the 

Controller of Printing and Stationery on the occasion of'the marriage' 
of his daughter. 122. ' 

Promotion of a second division-of the Wireless Branch to the first 

division. 1007-08. 

Promotion of-and officers on the Assam Bengal Railway. 994. 

Quarters for-at Bhadrak, Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1201. 

F2 
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Question re— conid. 

Kecruitment of a-of the Subordinate Accounts Service for the 

Establishment Section of the office of the ^Master General of Supply. 
1191. 

Recruitment of-by the Statistical Officer, Eastern Bengal Railway, 

994. 

Recruitment of non-matriculates as-in the Patna division of the 

Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle. 216. 

Recruitment of outsiders as-in the office of the Railway Board. 

917-18. 

Reduction in the rate of increments of first division-in the office of 

the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1328. 

Refusal to allow Indian — of the Army Headquarters and of the 
Imperial Secretariat to join the Indian Territorial Force. 884. 

Refusal to certain-of the concessions granted in connection ivith the 

transfer of the headquarters of the non-migratory portion of the 
office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs from Calcutta 
to Delhi. 1101-05. 

Restriction of the recruitment of-in the Postal Department to the 

Revenue divisions to which the candidates permanently belong. 
690-91. 

Routine grade of-in the office of the Master General of Supply. 

1189-90. 

Sikh, Muhammadan, Hindu and Christian-, accountants, etc., in the 

Military Accounts Department. 126. 

Starting pay of postal-- and town inspectors of post offices in Bom¬ 

bay town prior to the introduction of the time-scale of pay. 1113. 

Supersession by two soldiers-of several officiating first division assis¬ 

tants in the office of the Master General of Supply. 1328-29. 

Supersession of certain-in the Central Stationery Office by. Babu 

SuprokasPal. 116-17. 

Supersession of certain-of the office of the Director General of Posts 

and Telegraphs. 1008. 

Temporary-in the Central Printing and Stationery Office, Calcutta. • 

,1341-42. 

Tenure of the appointment of a head-of the Appointment branch 

of a Postmaster General’s office. 78. 

Time taken by first division-of the,office of the Director General of 

Posts and Telegraphs to reach the maximum of their time-scale of 
pay. 1327-28. 

Transfer of certain —from tlie Stationery Branch to the Stamp 
Branch in the Central Stationery-Office. 429". 
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CLERK(S)—co»c?f?. 

Question re — conoid. 

Treatment of-in the Karachi branch of the Imperial Bank of India. 

276-77. 

Various grades of-employed under the Director General of Posts 

and Telegraphs. 14.5-46. 

CLOTH— 

Question re purchase of-by Government. 1201-02. 

CLUB— 

Question re handing over of the Lai Bungalow in Delhi to a Cluristian- 

for recreation purposes. 326-27. 

UOACHES— 

Question re number of wagons and-on the Bengal Nagpur Eailway 

awaiting renewal on the 31st March, 1927. 187-88. 

COACHING AND GOODS, INSPECTORS OP— 

Question re Sikh-. 887. 

COAL- 

Question re — 

Aimual consumption of-in tons by State and Company-managed 

Railways. 1053. 

Consumption of-by Class I Railways. 564. 

Consuinjition of-by the Bengal Nagpm- Railway, etc. 563. 

Method of calculating the net profits on-raised in ■ Government 

collieries. 1180. 

Popularisation of the use of-as a domestic fuel. 74-75, 

Purchase of-from the market by the Bengal Nagpur Railway 

563. .. 

Supply to Indian Railways free of charge of-from Statc-(5\tmcd 

mines. 190. 

Total amount of-used for hot water for baths of Ilonour.able 

Members living in the Cart Road and Summer Hill quarters, Simla, 
during the last four years. 1107. 

Total quantity of-proNuded for hot water for baths in the Cart 

Road quarters, Simla, last year. 921. 

Unworked resources of-of 13,14, 15, 17 and 18 seam loft workable 

in the Jharia coalfields. 565. 

M17GLA 


r 
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COALITIELDS— 

Question re— 

Linlc ivitli tlic-in Bengal, 549. 

Railways constructed or sanctioned for construction during the years 
1922-23 to 192C-27 for the opening of new-, etc, 184. 

Unworlced resources of coal of 13, 14, 15, 17 and IS seam left ivorkahle 
in the Jharia-. 6G5. 

COCHIN— 

Question re percentage of educated women in Travancorc and——. 
276. 

COCKE, Mr. H. G.— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partialit}' and bias') 

against Mr. President. >-753 rr 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Home Department against Jlr. f 

President. J 

Expressions of regret by-on the dcatlis of Sir Alexander Muddiman 

and Captain Kabul Singh. 161-62. 

Motion re separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 1257-58. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Objections raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru under Standing Order No, 38 
to the Bill being taken into consideration. 302. 

Motion to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 445, 806, 
843. 

Question re information relatmg to details of e.xpensc.s required by the 
income-tax authorities from assessees. 1072. 

■ Reservation of tlic Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Comnuttec. 706, 1126,1127, 1157. 

Resolution re education of girls and women in the territories administered 
by the Central Government. 1021. 

Statement by the Leader of the House regarding allegations in certain. 
newspapers of partiality and bias against i\Ir. President. 1248. 

Statement by the Leader of the House regarding alleged propaganda by 
the Home Department against hlr. President. 1248. 

Tfhde Disputes Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 1208-09. 

CODE— 

Question re the Simla Allowance-, 1080-81. 

COINS—' 

Question re detection of^base-and forged currency notes on the Bengal 

and North-Western Railway. 1326 . 
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COLLEGE OF MINES, DHANBAD— 

Question re admission of Sikh students to the-. 522. 

COLLIERIES— 

Question re — 

Abandonment of certain partly-developed railway-. 501. 

Accident in the Medidhi-. 341-42- 

Cess paid to the Hazaribagh District Board by railways-situated in 

that district. 1179. 

Exemption Of the profits of railway-in Bihar and Orissa from assess¬ 

ment under Chapter V of the Cess Act. 563-64. 

Method of calculating the net rofit on coal raised in Government-. 

1180. 

Number of persons employed in railway -on certain specified sala¬ 

ries, etc. 564. 

Presentation of the accounts of railway-owned-on a commercial 

basis. 562-63. 

Reduction of the capital costs of the Mohpani-. 187. 

COMhlANDER-IN-CHIEF, HIS EXCELLENCY THE— 

Question of a residence for-in New Delhi discussed under the Demand 

for a Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Civil "Works—Central.” 
1237. 

COMMERCE, CHAMBERS OF— 

Question re representation of State Railways on European-. 613-15. 

COMMERCE, DEPARTiMENT OF— 

Election of the panel for the Standing Committee for the-. 1390. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee for the-. 

1231. 

Question re appointment of Muslims as superintendents and assistants 
in the-. 874. 

COmiERCIAL INSPECTORS— 

Question re number of Indian Transportation Inspectors, -, etc., on 

the East Indian Railway. 1173-74. 

COMhllSSION(S)— ■ ' *_ 

Question re — 

Abolition of dual-in the case of officers of the University Training ' 

Corps. 986. ' 

Appointment of Royml -and Committees since 1921. 415. 

Conclusions arrived at by the All-India Departmental Conference on the 
recommendations of the Royal-on Agriculture. 607. 
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COMMrSSrON( S)~co??^f?. 

Qvicstion rc~con((l. 

Constitution of I’rovincial ]*ublic Service-. 92-03. 

Evidenoe of Government servants before the Statutory-. 82, 

Higher achninislr/itio/i and Jndwnmtion of the Army in coming 
within the scope of enquiry by tlie Indian Statutory-. 318. 

Reception accorded to the Simon-in India. 25. 

Recommendations of the Royal-on Agriculture. G05-00. 

Recommendations of the Royal-on Agriculture regarding the deve¬ 

lopment of agriculture in Ajmer-JIcrwara. 321. 

Supply by the Local Governments of certain information to the Simon 
—‘ 12 . 

Supj)ly to the Indian Statutory-of the Report of the Nehru Com¬ 

mittee. 1202. 

Visit of the iSIalaria-of the League of Nations to India. 88. 

COmilSSIONER, NORTHERN LNEIA SALT REVENUh:- 

Question re employment of Sikhs in the oflicc of the-, Delhi. 1091. 

COMMISSIONER OF INCOME-TAX, BIHAR AND ORISS.V- 

Question rc transfer of the oflicc of the- , from Ranchi to Patna. 

921. 

COMMISSIONER OF INCO.ME-TAX. CALCUTTA— 

CJuestion re total number of applications and appeals to the Assistant 

Commissioners or the-under sections 27 and 30 of the Indian 

Income-tax .\ct. 1922. 37-39. 

■ COMMITTEE(S)- 

Election of a-to review the separation of railway financTs from general 

finances. 1390. 

Motion for the election of a-to review the separation of railway 

finances from general finances. 1232-3.5. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing-for the Department 

of Commerce, 1231. 

Presentation of the Report of the Public Accounts-on the accounts of 

1926-27. 1205. 

Question re — 

. Age of Consent-. 534-35. 

Appointment of a-of the Central Legishature to enquire into the 

grievances of the employees of the Indian Railways. 289-90. 

Rate Classification-on the Indian Railw.ays. 1304- 

Appointment of Royal Commissions and 


since 1921. 41.5. 
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COIVanTTEE(S)—confrf. 

QuesfcioD re — eontd. 

Banking Enquiry-. 901. 

Exclusion of Members of the Legislative Assembly from the Age of 
Consent-. 284. 

Expenditure on the Indian Stales’ ——. 1283. 

Formation of an Ad\nsorv —— of the East Indian Eaihvav at Patna. 
88-89. 

Ifaj-. 679. 

Jiaj-at Bombay and Karachi, 319-20. 

Indianisation of the staff employed under the Indian Central Cotton-. 

1102. 

Names of the members of the New Capital-. 82. 

Number of officers of non-Asiatic domicile employed under the Indian 
Central Cotton--. 1102. 

Publication of the Report of the Roads Development-. 1181. 

Recommendations of the Acworth-. -186-92. 

Recommendations of the Indian Cinematogrn]!h-. -108-09. 

Rendering of assistance by the Indian Central Cotton-to the culti; 

vators at the time of the failure of the cotton crop. 1102. 

Report of the Cinema Enquiry-. 90. 

Report of the- appointed to enquire into the affairs ol the Delhi 

University. 48. 

Report of the Indian Sandhurst--. 317-18. 

Report of the Indian States-. 1051. • 

Reqiort of the Roads Development-. ,52. 

Revised scales of pay recommended by the Booth-for the office of 

the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1334. 

Salaries paid to the Indian and non-Indian employee.s of tlio Indian 
Central Cotton-. 1102. 

Standing Advisory-attached to Departments of Government. 

8-2-83. 

Station-on State Railways. 558. 

Supply to the Indian Statutory Commission of the Report of the'-, 

120k 

Traning of Indians to hold hiah posts under the Indian Central Cotton 
-^'.1102. 

COhlhllTTEES ON PETITIONS— ^ 

Presentation of tlie reports of three-. 1390. 
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PETITIONS— 

Appo intmeut of Ilie-. 294. 

COMMUNAL BASIS— 

Question re— 

Maldng ol appointments in the Govcriunent oi India offices on a-, 97. 

Recruitment on a-in the Indian Postal and I’clegraph Department, 

1080. 

COMIUNAL PllBEERENCE— 

Question re-in a])pointments to the ])ublic service. 97. 

COMMUNAL BIOTS— 

Question re loss of life and other casualties occasioned by-since the 

22nd July, 192G. 33-35. 

COMMUNISTS— 

Question re propaganda in India by Bolshevists .and-. 409-10. 

COMPANY-MANAGED BAILWAYS— 

Sec “ Bailway'(s) ”. 

COMPARTMENTS— 

Question re reservation of-on State Railways. 18. 

COMPILATION BRANCH, LiVHORE— 

Question re number of machines worlcing in the -, etc. 1292. 

COMPLAINT BOOKS— 

Question re provision of-in first and second class carriages on all 

trains. 20. 

OOhlPOSING MATERIALS— 

Question re amount spent on account of as well as the amount received 

from the sale of-by each of the Government of India Presses at 

Calcutta, Delhi and Simla. 1275. 

COMPOSITORS— 

Question re— 

Earnings of-of the Government of India Presses. 1268-70. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of non-Muslims as-- in the Govern¬ 

ment of India Press, Delhi, 990. 

COMPOUNDERS^ 

- Q*i®®Ron re employment of Muhammadan-in the Delhi Province. 896 . 
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CONCESSIONS— 

Question re — 

-granted to military officers by Railways. 190. 

Grant of-and other facilities by the authorities of the Balrampur 

Hospital, Luclmow, to the Indian employees of the Bengal and North- 
estern Railway. 1324. 

Grant of-to the staff of the State Railways Audit Offices trans¬ 

ferred to the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 10S2-63. 

Refusal to certain clerks of the-granted in connection with the 

transfer of the headquarters of the non-migratory portion of the 
office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs from Calcutta 
to Delhi. 1104-05. 

CONSERVANCY CHARGES— 

Question re-levied from duftaries by the Health Department in 

New Delhi. 339. 

CONSERVANCY PURPOSES— 

Question re loan to the military authorities of some lorries purchased by 
the Cantonment Board, Jubbulpore, for-. 1120. 

CONSULAR OFFICERS— 

Question re appointment of Indians as-. 7. 

CONTAI— 

Question re construction of a railway between-and-Road. 52. 

CONTRACT(S)— 

Question re — 

-for supplying coolies to the Central Stationery and Stamp Office, 

122-23. 

-given to Messrs, Burn & Co. by the East Indian Railway for the 

supply of basic pig-iron. 279. 

-of Messrs. Bird & Co., for the supply of coolies to the Central 

Stationery and Stamp Office. 123. 

-relating to the supply of wood fuel to the Rohilkhand and Kumaon 

Railway. 1161. 

Expiration of the-of the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway. 67. 

Termination of the-with certain Anglo-Indian schools for training 

to telegraphists. 399. 

CONTRACTOR— 

Question re — 

Engagement of a-to pay the salaries to the staff employed on the 

Bast Indian Railway. 1168-69. 
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CONTRACTS DIRECTOEATl^ 

Question re reernitment of the clerical staff for the-, 1190-91. 

CONTRIBUTION(S)— 

Question re-b)' the Government of India to the Imperial Institute, 

London. 325-26. 

CONTROLLER OF PRINTING AND STATIONERY— 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of grades I and II clerics in the form ofliccs in Calcutta 
under the-. 686. 

Appointment of an officer of the Indian Civil Sendee ns-. 874. 

Employment of men .sanctioned for the Stamp branch in the 
Stationery branch under the ——- 115. 

Memorial from tlie clerks employed under the-. 1190. 

Memorial submitted by the clerks of the four offices in Calcutta under 
the-. 087. 

Number of posts sanctioned or vacant in the four office.s in Calcutta 
under the-. 687. 

Presentation made by the clerks of the Central Stationery Office to the 
-on the occasion of the innvnagu of his daughter. 122. 

Presentation made by the subordinate staff to the-on the occasion 

of his daughter’s marriage. 123-21. 

Reorganisation of the office of the-. 1336. 

Representation of Mu.slims in the four offices in Calcutta under the-. 

686 . 

CONTROLLERS OF STORES— 

Question re employment of Sikhs as-and assistant-- on the North 

Western Railway. 885. 

COFTirEYANCE— 

Question re free quarters, free—etc., for superintendents of post 
offices. 217-18. 

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE— 

Question re— 

Grant of-to Members of the Legislative Assembh^ at Simla and New 

Delhi. 51. 

Grant of-to the clerks of the Government of India. 1202-03. 

CONWAY »— 

Question re— 

Admksion of cadets of the “ Dufferin ” to the training ships-- and 

Worcester. ’’ 906. 

Training of cadets on the training ships-and “Worcester ” 904- 

06. 
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COOKS— 

Question re grant of leave witli pay to-and servants employed in the 

guards’ running rooms on the Eastern Bengal Railway, 

COOLING SYSTEM— 

Question re-in railway carriages. 275. 

COOLIES— 

Question re— 

Contract for supplying-to the Central Stationery a.nd Stamp 

Office. 122^23. 

Contract of Messrs. Bird & Co. for the supply of-to the Central 

Stationery and Stamp Office. 123. 

Conviction of hanganies (-recruiters) for forgery and entrapping-. 

1189. 

COOLY EECRUITERS— 

Question re conviction of kanganies (-) for forgery and entrapping 

coolies. 1189. 

COONOOR— 

Question re— 

Abolition of the existing training schools at Lovedale and--. 1064* 

Allegations against the postmaster of-. 914. 

Extension of time for the termination of the agreements with the train¬ 
ing schools at Lovedale and-. 1064. 

Removal of the post office at-from “ Minsted ” to “ Rose Hall. ” 

606-07, 914. 

COONOOR SCHOOL— ; , 

Question re stoppage of recruitment to the general service of the Telegraph 
Department from the --. 109. 

CORPS OE SIGNALS— 

See “ Indian Corps of Signals ”. 

CORRESPONDENCE— 

Question re conduct of the-of the Cantonment Board by Colonel hloran. 

Executive Officer, Ambala, 1117. 

CORRUPTION— 

Question rc — 

Alleged briber}’^ and-amongst the subordinate officers emplo 3 'ed in 

railway worksliops. 1331. 

Charges of bribery and-against the foremen emplo.ved in the work- 

“sbops at Lillooab, East Indian Railwa 3 ^ 1330-31. 

CORRUPT PBACTICES— 

Que.stion rc alleged irregularities and-in tlie Railwav Clearing .4ceount3 

Office, Dellii. Ill0-11. 
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COTTON CESS— 

Question re annual income from the-, etc. 1101-02. 

COTTON CROP— 

Question rc rendering of aBsist.ancc by the Indian Central Cotton Committee 
to the cultivators at the time of the failure of the-. 1102. 

COUNCIL(S)- 

See “ Provincial Councils 
COUNCIL OF STATE- 

Question rc general elections of the Legislative Assembly and the- 

1318. 

COURI'S— 

Question rc — 

Clerical establishment of the Delhi-, 311. 

Clerks of-, and readers in the District and Senior Sub-Judges’-, 

Delhi. 312. 

Permanent pensionable posts in the-of tlie Senior Sub-Judge, 

Delhi. 312. 

• OOTEmm TROOPS- 

Question re ratio of Indian to Britisli soldier-s in (a) the field army, (6)-, 

and (c) internal security troops. -178. 

CRAWFORD, Colonel J. D.— 

(1) Allegations-in certain newspapers of partiality'^ 

and bias against Mr. President. I 757-58,759,761. 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Home Department C 

against Mr. President. J 

Indian Divorce (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 369-70. 

Motionfor leave to withdraw motion to refer to Select Committee. 368. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 609,806, 
807. 

Motion to consider Report of the Select Committee. 1377-79. 

Question rc— 

(1) Development of civil and commercial aviation in India. "I 

(2) Air mail service from Cairo to Karachi. j- -/ -i . 

Inadequacy of modern equipment for the Army in India. 268. 

Riot at Bamangachi. 278. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 704, 705. 

Resolution re pay of Judges of the High Courts. 580. 
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CBERAR, The Honourable Mr. J.— 

(1) Allegations ia certain newspapers of partiality and 

bias against Mr. President. 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Home Department against 
Mr. President. 

Apology to the Chair and the House by Sir James Simpson. 1389. 

Expressions of regret by-on the deaths of Sir Alexander Muddiman 

and Captain Kabul Singh. 158-59. 

Indian Divorce (Amendment) BiU— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 365-68. 

Lays on table despatch relating to the constitution of a separate office 
for the Legislative Assembly. 921-40. 

Motion for Adjournment re attack on the President of the Legislative 
Assembly by the Times of India. 152. 

Motion re separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 1253-54. 

Public Safety (Removal from India Bill— 

Introduced. 162. 

Objections raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru under Standing Order 
No. 38 to the Bill being taken into consideration. 300-01, 304. 

Point of Order raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru that the Central Legisla¬ 
ture has no power to pass the law embodied in the-. 442. 

Motion to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 446-51, 454, 
463, 464, 769, 787, 861-65. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 1123-24. 

Point of order raised by Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya. 1344. 

Motion to consider Pveport of the Select Committee. 1344-48,1350,1381- 
82. 

Resolution re pay of Judges of the High Courts. 578-79, 582, 583, 588. 

Separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 294-95, 297. 298, 299. 

Statement by Mr. President rc separate office for the Legisl.ative Assembly. 
224. 

Statement by-regarding allegations in certain ncw.spapers of partia¬ 

lity and bias against Mr. President. 1245-46. 

Statement by-regarding alleged propaganda in the Homo Depart¬ 

ment against Mr. President. 1245-46. 

Statement of Business by-. 348, 695, 1264. 


745-46, 749. 
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CREW DEPA]^T.A1ENT— 

Question rc — 

Expenditure, incurred by the East Indian Railway on the-and 

travelling ticket inspectors. 131G. 

Transfer of travelling ticket inspectors to inferior positions in the- 

of the East Indian Railway. 131(5-17. 

Transfer of travelling ticket inspectors to the-of the East Indian 

Railway. 1318. 

CREIV INSPECTORS-- 
Question rc-- 

Nuinbor of . crewmen, crcwmcn-in-chargc, assistant —— and- 

employed on the East Indian Railway. 105G, 

Promotion of travelling ticket inspectors to crev'men, crewmen-in- 
chavge and assistant-. lOoG. 

Reservation for Anglo-Indians of the posts of-on the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 14'2. 

CREWMEN— 

• Question rc— 

Nunilicr of-, crewmcn-in-charge, assistant crew insjiectors and 

crew inspectors employed on the East Indian Railway. 1056. 

Promotion of travelling ticket inspectors to-, -in-charge and 

assistant crew inspectors. 105G. 

Travelling ticket' ollcctors and-on the Bast Indian Railway. 71. 

CREWiMEN-IN-CIl ARGE— 

Question re— 

Number of crewmen-, assistant crew inspectors and crew inspectors 

employed on tbe East Indian Railway. 1056. 

Promotion of travelling ticket inspectors to crewmen,-and assis¬ 

tant crew inspectors. 1050. 

CREW OFFICERS— 

Question re appointment of-in each cimsion of the East Indian 

Railway. 1317-18. 

CREW SYSTEM— 

Question rc — 

Employment on lower salaries in the-of travelling ticket inspec¬ 

tors of the Bast Indian Railway. 1058. 

Introduction of the-on the different State Railways. 1055. 

Number of travelling ticket inspectors in the East Indian Railway 
before and after the introduction of the , etc. 1055-56, 

Rules framed in connection with the on the East Indian Railway. 
1056-57. 
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CEBIINAL CASE— 

Question re —instituted in Calcutta against Dr. J. A. Dunn of the Geological 
Survey of India. 36. 

CEIMIEAL INVESTIGATION DEPAETJIENT INFOEMEES— 

Question re case of K. C. Bancrji, an alleged-. 7-10. 

CEIMINAL OFFENCE— 

Question-re conviction of the Acting Traffic Manager of the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Eaihvay of a-. 314. 

. CEOPS— 

Question re failure of-in the Jubbulpore district and parts of Bengal. 

131. 

CULTIVATOES- 

Question re rendering of assistance by the Indian Central Cotton Conunittee 
to the-at the time of the failure of the cotton crop. 1102, 

CUEEENCY NOTE PEINTING PEESS— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 1237. 

CUEEENCY NOTES— 

Question re— 

Detection of base coins and forged-on the Bengal and North- 

Western Eaihvay. 1326, 

’Revision of the rules relating to the refund of money in respect of lost 
or torn-. 911-12. 

CUEEENCY OFFICE— 

Question re grievances of the clerks and poddars of the Calcutta-. 

694-95. 

CUSTOM HOUSE, KAEACHI— 

Question re total cadre of inspcctoi-s, preventive officers and appraisers 
in the-. 407-08. 

CUSTOMS— 

Question ir names of institutions to which grants were made by the 
Bombay and Sind-, 492. 

CUSTOiVIS DEPAETJIENT— 

Question rc revision of the pay of the ministerial staff in the-, the 

Income-tax Department and the Chief Account Office. Salt, Bombay. 
331. 

CUSTOSIS OFFICIALS— 

Question rc search by the-at Dover of the baggage of JIaulana 

Muhammad Ali. 210. 
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CUSTOMS REVENUE— 

Question re collection of-at Virnragam. 501-05. 

CUSTOi^IS SERVICE— 

See “ Imperial- 

D 

DACCA— 

Question re discliargc of Babu Bankim Chandra Mukerjee, a clerk in the 

District Loco. Superintendent’s Oflicc, Eastern Bengal Railway,-. 

, 1385-8G. 

DACCA-ARICHA BRANCH OF THE EASTERN BENGiVL RAILWAY— 

Question rc construction of the-. 59. 

DACCA-ARICHA RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s) 

DACCA, Naavab Sir SALBIULLAH OF— 

Question rc loan to the late-. 11G1-G5. 

DACOITIES— 

Question re robberies and-committed in the North-West Frontier 

Province from 1885 to 1926, etc. C16-17. 

DAFFATRAY SIIIVLAL- 

Question re death from snake bite of-, a cabin man employed on the 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 512-13. 

DAFTARIES— 

Question re total number of- , peons, farashes and menials employed 

in the Indian Stores Department, etc. 1318-19. 

DAILY ALLOWANCE— 

-of Members of the Central Legislature. 1318. 

DALTONGANJ— 

Question re construction of railway lines from Barkakhana to Ranchi’ 
Barkaldiana to-and Hazaribagh Road to Hazaribagh. 1180. 

DANGEROUS AND UNHEALTHY INDUSTRIES— 

Question re regulations for the protection of workers employed in-. 61, 

DANGEROUS CHARACTERS— 

Question re interception of letters written to or by-. 39, 

DANGEROUS DRUGS BILL— 

See “ Billfs) ”. 

DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s) ”. 
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DAEYA GAl?J— 

Question re number of bungalows rented by the North Western Eailway 
in the Civil Lines and-, Delhi. 403. 

DAS, hlR. B.— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of— 

“Administration of Justice.” 1236-36, 

“ Audit ” (Railways). 1403-06. 

Hipdu Child Marriage Bill— 

, Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 359. 

Indian Income Tax (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 948-50. 

Motion to pass. 954-55. 

Match Industry (Protection) Bill— 

Motion to consider. . 971-73. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 631, 632, 
833, 834, 1358. 

Question re — 

Aerodromes at Bombay and Calcutta. 482. 

Establishment of air mail services. 482. 

Expenditure on the Director of Civil A\nation and his office. 483. 
Present position of civil aviation in India. 482. 

Publication of the Report of the Roads Development Committee. 1181. 

Recruitment by the Public Sermcc Commission for the services of Port 
Trusts and Indianisation of the sendees of Port Trusts. 1181-82. 

Recruitment through the Public Service Commission of the clerical staff 
of the Railway Board. 1182. 

Utilisation by Government of the services of !Mr. Rice, formerly of the 
Pioneer. 1181. 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Case of railway drivers who had passed their examinations at the 
Chandausi Railway Training School. 326. 

Construction of family quarteis for duftaiics in Simla. 339-40. 
Employment of student engineers on Railways. 882. 

E.xpcnditurc per head of the population in India on liquors and intoxi¬ 
cants. 293. 

Publication of the Report of the Tariff Board on the oil industry. 481. 
Recommendations of the Indian Cinematograph Committee. 107-08. 
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DAS, Mr. B.— conCd. 

Question (Supplementary) re— co7itd. 

Remarks made by Mr. Justice Courtney Terrell, Chief Justice of the 
Patna High Court, against Babu Jagat Narayan Lall, M.A., LL.B., 
M.L.C. 1176-77. 

Remarks made by the Honourable Mr. Justice Courtney Terrell, Chief - 
Justice of the High Court, Patna, in Criminal Appeal Ho. 23 of ' 
1928. 328. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 733-34. 

Resolution re— 

Education of girls and women in the territories administered by the 
Central GoA’-ernment. 1025, 1029, 1032. 

The cable and wireless beam merger. 228, 236-39. 

Trade Disputes Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 1219-21, 

DAS, Mr. NARSINGH— 

Question re resignation of-, an elected member of the Cantonment 

Board, Jubbulpore. 1123. 

DAS, Pandit NILAKAHTHA— 

Question re — 

Employment of Ooriyas in the Government of India offices. 1337, 1338- 
39. 

Emplojnneiit of Ooriyas in the offices of the Accountant General, Rai* 
ways. Railway Board, etc. 1338. / 

Employment of Ooriyas in the office of the Auditor General. 1337-38.\ 

Pilling up of vacancies in tlxe office of the Accountant General, Centriu^ 
Revenues. 1339. 

Issue of week-end tickets at reduced rates on the Bengal Nagpur Rail¬ 
way. 1096. 

Quarters for clerks at Bhadrak, Bengal Nagpur Raihvay. 1201. 

Recruitment of a Subordinate Accounts Service clerk for the Establish¬ 
ment Section of the office of the Master General of Supply. 1191. 

Recruitment of the clerical staff for the Contracts Directorate. 1190-91. 

Reduction in the rate of increments of first dmsion clerks in the office of 
- • the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1328. 

Revision of the pay and prospects of assistant directors general and 
other gazetted officers of the post office. 1311. 

Routine grade of clerks in the office of the Master General of Sunnlv 
1189-90. 

Supersession by two soldier clerks of several officiating first division 
assistants in the office of the Master General of Supply. 1328-29. 
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DAS, Pandit NILAELANTHA— cmtd. 

Question re— contd. 

Time taken by first division clerks of tbe office of tbe Director General of 
Posts and Telegraphs to reach the maximum of their time-scale ot 
pay. 1327-28. 

DAS, The Honodeable Mr. S. E.— 

Public Safety (Eemoval from India) Bill— 

Objections raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru under Standing Order No. 
38 to the Bill being taken into consideration. 303-04. 

Point of order raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru that the Central Legisla¬ 
ture lias no povrer to pass the law embodied in the-. 439-40, 

DEAD LETTER OrFICE(S)— 

Question re— 

Establishment of a-at Patna. 1200-01. 

Number of clerks employed in the-at Calcutta, etc. 42-43. 

Time-test of the-. 72. 

Want of a-in the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle, 41. 

DEATH(S)— 

Expressions ot regret on the-of Sir Alexander Muddiman and 

Captain Kabul Singh, 158-62. 

Question re-from snake-bite of Daffatray Shivlal, a cabin man employ¬ 

ed on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 542-43. 

EVAGRI GATE— 

Question re Muslim graveyard outside-in Peshawar Cantonment. 

495. 

DEHRA DUN— 

Question re admission of candidates from-into the Indian Police and 

Indian Forest Sendee. 81-82. 

DELEGATES— 

Question re Indian-to the International Labour Conference. 1082, 

DELHI— 

Question re— 

Advanced increments granted to officials of the offices of the Director 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, and the Accountant General, Posts 
and Telegraphs, on their transfer from Calcutta to-. 400. 

Alleged irregularities and corrupt practices in the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office,-. 1110-11. 

Alleged misuse of a second class card pass by Mr. Ashwood, Office 
Superintendent in the office of the Dhdsional Superintendent, 

North Western Railway. 908-09. 

.U17CLA 


o 
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DELHI— contd. 

QuestioD re — contd. 

Amount spent on account of as well as the amount received from the 
sale of composing materials by each of the Government of India 
Presses at Calcutta ,-and Simla. 1275. 

Appointment of separate booldng clerks at-for the Great Indian 

Peninsula and the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Hailways. 18. 

Average cost of pumping water and the average daily volume of 
the output of water in-. 404. 

Carriage of luggage of officers and clerks of the Goveinment Telegraph 
Offices, Simla and-. 1080. 

Clerks of courts and readers on the District and Senior Sub-Judges’ 
Courts,-. 312, 

Construction of a new hospital at ——. 76. 

Consumption of opium in-. 604. 

Continuance of the system of forced labour from members of the de¬ 
pressed classes in-, Ajmer-Merwara, etc. 911. 

Doctors employed on inspection duties in the Education Department, 
-. 895. 

Employment of Muhammadans as doctors in the hospitals in —895. 

Employment of Sikhs in the clerical establishments of the Government 
of India Presses at-and Simla. 885-86. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the Commissioner, Ivforthern India 
Salt Revenue,-, 1094. 

Estate of Mirza Suraiya Jah, a member of the ex-Royal Family of-. 

63-65. 

Grant of concessions to the staff of the State Railways Audit Offices 

transferred to the Railway Clearing Accounts Office,-. 1062- 

63. 

Grant of family travelling allowance to duftaries during the moves of 
the Government of India between Simla and --. 339. 

Grant of joining time to members of the Telegraph Office, Simla, during 
the move between Simla and-. 1267-68. 

Handing over of the bungalow in --to a Christian Club for recrea¬ 

tion purposes. 326-27. 

High house rents in-. 908. 

Influx of officers, clerks, and office servants into-consequent on the 

transfer of certain offices to that place. 402. 

Location of the.^Government of India offices in-. 340-41. 

Location of the o'ffice of the Divisional Superintendent, North ’Western 
Railway in-. 604. 
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DELHI— cmtd. 

Question re — contd. 

Location of the Wireless branch of the office of the Director General of 
Posts and Telegraphs in-, etc. 313-14. 

Medical treatment of the employees of the North Western Pailway 
in-. 605. 

Money due to the Mussalmans of- on account of compensation 

for the acquisition of certain property.- 67-68. 

Motor-service maintained in-for the conveyance of files from New 

-to Viceregal Lodge. 132-33. 

Number of bungalows rented by the North Western Railway in the 
Civil Lines and Darya Ganj,-. 403. 

Number of machines purchased and sold by the Government of India 
Presses at Calcutta,-, Simla and Aligarh from 1922 to 1927. 

. 1275. 

Number of Muhammadan doctors in dispensaries in the outlying 
suburbs of-, etc. 1053-54. 

Number of Sikhs, Hindus, Muhammadans and Cliristians in the Railway 
Clearing House at-. 127-28. 

Paucity of Sikhs in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office,-. 886. 

Permanent pensionable posts in the Court of the Senior Sub-Judge, 
-. 312. 

Persons in the civil courts,-, who serv’-ed in the Great War, 312-13. 

Period for which sub-assistant surgeons hold charge of dispensaries 
in -. 1053-54. 

Provision of housing accommodation in-for the officers and stafis 

of the Government officers transferred to that place. 403. 

Rates of pay of the clerical staff of attached offices located permanently 
in-. 315-16. - 

Refusal to certain clerks of the concessions granted in connection with the 
transfer of the headquarters of the non-migratory portion of the 
office of the Dhector General of Posts and Telegraphs from Calcutta 
to-. 1104-05. 

Removal of the Imperial Record Department from Calcutta to-. 

666 . 

Running of another express train from Bombay to-. 56. 

Shortage of houses and liigh rents in-. 402. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of non-JIuslinu? as comjiositors in the 
Government of India Press,-. 990. 

Transfer of Dr. Mukherji, Sub-Assistant Surgeon in charge of the 
railway dispensary,-. 896. 

Transfer of men from the office of the Chief Auditor, Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway, to the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, 
1061-62. 


o2 
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DELHI— concld. 

Question re — concld. 

Transfer of the records of the Government of India from Calcutta to-. 

37. 

Tuberculosis in-. 400-01, 

DELHI CITY— 

Question re— 

Contamination of the water supply of-. 405. ■ ' 

Provisions of drainage and water supply to the Western Extension of 
-known as Karaul Bagh. 401-02. 

Water supply of-. 403-04. 

DELHI COURTS— 

Question re clerical establishment of the-. 311, 

DELHI MUNICIPALITY— 

Question re scheme for city extension submitted by the Delhi municipality. 
401. 

DELHI PROVINCE— 

Question re — 

Acquisition of land from members of agricultural tribes by the 
depressed classes of the-. 889-90. 

Education of the dcprcs.sed classe-s in the -. 483-84. 

Employment of Muhammadan compounders in the-. 895. 

Nomination of members of the depressed classes to the local boards 
and municipal councils in-, etc. 503-04. 

Number of applications made by assessees in the-under section 

27 of the Indian Income Tax Act, 1922. 616. 

Number of Muhammadan assistant surgeons in the_, etc. 1054. 

Number of Muslims in the establishments of the civil courts in the_ 

312. 

Statement showing the allocation of the Civil Medical Department _ 

89B. 

DELHI TRAMWAYS— 

Question re the-. 83. 

DELHI UNIVERSITY- 

^'"^tfThr—^ the Committee appointed to enquire into the affairs 
DELIVERY PEONS— 

Question re-of the Telegraph Department. 600-01. 



rNI»EX TO liEGISLATlVE ASSEJIBLY DEBATES. 


89 


DEMAiroS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS, GENERAL BUDGET— 

Administration of Justice. 1235-36. 

Capital outlay on Currency Note Printing Press. 1237. 

CivU Works—Central. 1236-37. 

Stamps. 1236. 

Audit. 1392-1416. 

Audit (separation of Audit and Accounts). 1237-43. 

DEOGHAR CONSPIRACY CASE— 

Expenditure incurred in connection witli tlie-discussed under the 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Administration of 
Justice. ” 1235-36. 

Question re allocation of cost- between the different Local Governments 
in connection with the-. 104. 

DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION(S)— 

Question re— 

-for inspectors and superintendents’ head clerks in the Postal 

Department. 107-08. 

-for promotion to the lowest selection grade post in the post office, 

1167. 

-for subordinates in post offices. 110. 

Removal of officers of the Income-Tax Department for failure to pass 
the-. 549. 

DEPARTMENTAL TEST— 

Question re--for candidates before employment in the post office in 

Bombay. 879-80. 

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION— 

Question re employment of Sir. B. K. Singh in the-. 323. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE— 

Election of the panel for the Standing Committee for the-. 1390. 

Slotion for the election of a panel for the standing committee for the ——. 
1231. 

Question rc appointment of Muslims as superintendents and assistants 
in the -. 874. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS— 

Question re appointment of Muslims as superintendents and assistantr 
in the-^. 876-76. 

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR— 

Question re — 

Employment of Muslims in the Public Works Branch of the-. 1284. 

Revival of the Labour Bureau in the-• 343-44. 
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DEPARTMENTS OF GOVEMMENT- 

Question re Standing Advisory Committees attached to-. 82-83. 

DEPORTATION- 

Question re -of Jlr. Mehar Singh Rait, an Indian student from tho 

United States of America. 10-11. 

DEPOSITS- 

Question re— 

-held by the Government of India under the Civil Account Code 

■with the Accountants General in the various pro'^unces, 94-95. 

Total amount of-held by the Government of India to the credit of 

Pro'vincial Governments. 95. 


DEPOSIT SYSTEM— 

Question re abolition of the-in the case of Haj pilgrims. 271. 

DEPOT STOREKEEPER, ALAhffiAGH- 

Question re dismissal of Mr. B. L. DeRozario, late-. 16. 

DEPRECIATION FUND- 
Question re— 

Amount of the-that should have been built up from the revenues 

of past years, etc. 185. ‘ 

Making of special yearly payments into the-. 183. 

Number and cost of locomotives debited to the-. 184-85, 

DEPRESSED CLASSES- 
Question re— 

Acquisition of land from members of agricultural tribes by the- 

residing in the Delhi and North-West Frontier Provinces. 889-90. 

Amelioration of the condition of the -. 1279-80. 


Continuance of the system of forced labour from members of the- 

in Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara, etc. 911. 

and untouchable classes in India. 1-4. 

Education of and employment in the public services of the --, 889. 

Education of the-in the Delhi Province. 483-84. 


Education of the untouchables and other-. 1279. 


Nominations of members of the-to the local boards 

councils in Delhi Pro'vince, etc. 503-04. 


and municipal 


Population of the -. 898-99, 989. 
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DEPUTATION— 

Question re— 

-of the Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores Department, 

Ceylon. 1010. 

_of the Chief Publicity Officer of the State Railways to America. 

1085-86. 

_of the Indian Police Association to His Excellency the Viceroy. 

43, 209. 

DEPUTY AGENT, SOUTH INDIAN RAILWAY— 

Question re ——. 1091-93. 

DEPUTY POSTMASTER GENERAL— 

Question re number of Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs employed in the 
offices of the Postmaster General, Punjab and North-West Frontier 
Circle and the-, Railway Mail Service, Ambala. 523. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT, Mr.— 

Presentation by-of the Reports of three Committees on Petitions. 

1390. 

DERA ISMAIL EUAN— 

Question re— 

Closing of the Mall in-to the Indian Public. 515-16, 541. 

Trial of cases under the Cantonments Act in Hazara, Bannu, and-. 

1122-23. 

DBROZARIO, Mr. B. L.— 

Question re dismissal of-, late Depot Storekeeper, Alambagh. 16. 

DESPATCH— 

-relating to the constitution of a separate office for the Legislative 

Assembly laid on the table. 921-40. 

DESPATCHERS— 

Question re crossing of the efficiency bar in the 2nd Division by and 
typists in the Army Department. 148. 

DETENUS— 

Question re— 

Release of political-. 55-56. 

Suicide of Ambika Charan Eihan, a-. 73. 

DEY, B. 0.- 

Question re reversion of wireless operator-, Rangoon, to the Traffic 

branch. 997. 

DHANBAD— 

Question re admission of Sikh students to the College of Mines in —-. 
522. 
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DHABAJITOLA SUB-POST OFPICE- 

Question rc raising of the pay of the postmaster of the-. 1097, 

DHULLA— 

Question re construction of a railway from Manmad via Malegaon and 
-to Narhana. 53. 

DICKENSON, Sir A. L.— 

Question re Report of-on railway accounts. 486. 

DINAPUE— 

Question re appeal made by the travelling ticket inspectors of the East 

Indian Railway to the Divisional Superintendent, Crews,-. 

1057-68. 

DINAPUR DmSiON— 

Question re— 

Article in the Mazdoor of the 21st July, 1928, entitled “ Guards’, rest in 
-”, East Indian Railway. 1329. 

Curtailment of holidays in the-of the East Indian Railway. 1313- 

14. 

Representation of the travelling ticket inspectors of the-of the 

East Indian Railway. 1317. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OE ARCHEOLOGY— 

Question re employment of Sikhs in the ofSce of the-in India. 

1093-94. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL, POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS— ■ 

Question re — 

Advance increments granted to the officers of the offices o f the-- 

and the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, on their trans¬ 
fer from Calcutta to Delhi. 400, 

Chief Superintendent of the office of the-. 993, 

Deputation of Mr. A. J. Gonet, a Superintendent of Post Offices, to 

work in the place of the Chief Superintendent of the office of the-. 

1335-36. 

Hours of work of daftaries in the office of the-. 340. 

Location of the Wireless branch in the same building as other branches 
’ of the office of the-. 314-15. 

Location of the Wireless branch of the office of the-in Delhi, etc. 

313-14. 

Memorials to the Secretary of State for India from the clerical staff of 
the office of the-. 1333. 

Minor revisions made in the office of the-. 1334-35. 

Orders issued by the-regarding minority communities. 177. 
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DIBEGTOR GENBRALE, POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS—coHiiZ. 

Question re— contd. 

Present strength of the clerical staff and of officers in the office of the 
-. 1335. 

Reduction in the rate of increments of first division clerks in the office 
of the-. 1328. 

Refusal to certain clerks of the concessions granted in connection vrith 
the transfer of the headquarters of the non-migratory portion of 
the office of the-from Calcutta to Delhi. 1101-05. 

Reorganisation of the office of the-. 992-93. 

Revised scales of pay recommended by the Booth Committee for the 
office of the-. 1334. 

Revision of the pay of the clerical stafi of the office of the-. 992. 

Supersession of certain clerks of the office of the-. 1008. 

Time taken by first division clerks of the office of the-to reach the 

maximum of their time-scale of pay. 1327-28. 

Various grades of clerks employed under the-. 145-46. 

DIRECTOR OF ARMY AUDIT— 

Question re pay and prospects of the subordinate staff employed under 
the-. 146. 

DIRECTOR OF CIVCL AVIATION— 

Question re— 

. Alleged preference shown to Anglo-Indians in the matter of recruit¬ 
ment to the office of the-. 890-91, 891-92. 

Employment of Muslims in the office of the-. 1284. 

Expenditure on the-and his office. 483. 

DIRECTOR, WIRELESS TELEGRAPH— 

Question re employment of Sikhs in the office of the-, Simla. 886. 

DISCHARGE— 

Question re -of 15 approved candidates of the old Calcutta Sorting 

division. 1098. 

DISMISSAL(S)— 

Question re— 

Communication in writing of the reasons for-or discharge of an 

employee of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1327. 

-and subsequent reinstatement of two assistants of the Stationery 

Office. 1340. 

-of a large number of experienced patwaries, girdawars, merabs 

and naib-tahsildars b}’^ the Settlement Offieer, Pe.sliawar. 621. 
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DISMISSAL(S)-C0JJ<(/. 

Question rc~coni^. 

-of ]\Ir. B. L. DoRozario, late Depot Storekeeper, Alambagli, IG. 

Furnisliing of charge sheete to employees of State Railways before 
reduction, removal or-, 555-5C. 

Non-communication of the reasons for the-or discharge of an 

employee, on the Bengal and Nortli-Wcstern Railway. 1200. 

DISPBNSARIES- 

Question rc — 

Charge of branch-in Delhi. 895. 

Charge of mufassil-in the Punjab. 89G. 

Number of Muhammadan doctors in-in the outlying suburbs of 

Dellii, etc. 1053-54. 

Period for which sub-assistant surgeons hold charge of-in Delhi. 

1053-54. 

DISTRICT BOARD, HAZARIBAGH— 

Question rc cess paid to the-by the railway collicrie.s situated in that 

district. 1179. 

DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF BURDWAN— 

Question re alleged harassment by the-and the police of the strikers 

at Asansol, East Indian Railway. 1170-71. 

DISTRICT TRAFFIC SUPERINTENDENT, LALhLVNIRHAT— 

Question rc issue of a circular by the-recardinu worldng of trains by 

sick guards. 137. 

DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS— 

Question re Te^’^3ion of the pay and duty allowance of-of the Public 

Works Department. 198-99. 

DIVISIONAL AUDIT OFFICE, DELHI— 

Question re overtime work by employees of the_. 605. 

DIVISIONAL SUPERINTENDENT, CREWS, DINAPUR— 

Question re appeal made by the travelling ticket inspectors of the East 
Indian Railway to the-. 1057-58. 

X DIVISIONAL SYSTEM— 

<566 “ Railway(s) ”. 

DOCTORS— 

Question re— 

~D'efS^*‘S ^ Education Department, 

Employment of Muhammadans as-in the hospitals in Delhi. 896. 

DelM Ito“ dispensaries in the outlying suburbs of 
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DOCUMENTS— 

Question re production by assessees of books,-and evidence before 

Income-tax Officers. 200. 

DOMESTIC FUEL— 

Question re popularisation of tbe use of coal as a-. 74-75. 

^ DOMINIONS— 

■ Question re representation of tbe British Empire and the-and India 

in the League of Nations. 89-90. 

DONATION— 

Question re-by the Government of India to the provincial hospital 

at Peaha’war. 1075. 

DOVER— 

Question re search by the customs officials at-of the baggage of 

Maulana Muhammad Ali. 210. 

DRAINAGE— 

Question re provision of-and water supply to the Western Extension 

of Delhi city known as Karaul Bagh. 401-02, 

DREDGER— 

Question re— 

Alleged insulting behaviour of European officers and engineers to¬ 
wards Indians working on the -” Vizagapatam. ” 119. 

Appointment of Chief Engineer of the suction-“ Vizagapatam. ” 

118-19. 

Hours of rest of the staff of the suction-“ Vizagapatam.” 118. 

Number of hours of actual dredging done by the suction-“ Vizaga¬ 

patam, ” etc. 119-20. 

DRINKING WATER— 

Question re use of-for irrigation purposes in Ambala Cantonment. 

1115. 

DRIVERS— 

Question re — 

Case of railway-who had passed their examinations at the Chan- 

dauai Railway Training School. 326. 

Classification of guards, engine-and ticket collectors on the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 509-11. 

Employment vnthout extra remuneration of assistant guards and 

shunters as guards and-, respectively, on the Bengal and North- 

We.stern Railway, 1198, 1321. 

Number of-, class H’’, on the North Western Railway. 30. 

Pay of-on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1199. 
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DRIVERS— Gontd, 

Question re — oontd. 

Pay of-^sliuntera, firemen, fitters and carriage examiners on tli& 

Bengal and Nortli-Weatern Railway. 1323. 

Treatment of Indian guards and-ron tlie South Indian Railway. 

345-46. 

DRUGS— 

Question re prevention of the importation and sale of adulterated ^ 
and control of the sale of poisons. 1163-64. 

DUAL COMMISSIONS— 

Question re abolition of-in the case of officers of the University-Train- 

ing Corps. 986. 

“ DUEEERIN 
Question re— 

Admission of cadets of the-to the training ships “ Conway ” and- 

“ Worcester. ” 906. 

Course of training prescribed for cadets of the-. 907v 

Number of cadets undergoing training on the training ship-. 49. 

Throwing open of the Bengal Pilot Service to cadets of the-. 907. 

DUETARIES— 


Question re — 

Conservancy charges levied from-by the Health Department in 

New Delhi. 339. 


Construction of family quarters for-in Simla. 339-40. 

Giant of family travelling allowance to ^-during the moves of the 

Government of India between Simla and Delhi. 339* 

Hours of work of-in the Government of India offices. 340-41. 

H^s of work of in the office of the Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs. 340. 

DWTARIES’ ASSOCIATION— , 


Question re representation from the Imperial Secretariat- 

quarters in New Delhi. 338. 


regarding 


dutch air SERVICE— 


Question re-to Batavia via India. 210. 

DUTT, Mr. AMAR NATH— 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill— 

Motion' to refer to Select Committee. 386-89. 
Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to pass. 953-54. 

Motion for Adjournment re attack on the President 
Assembly by the Times of India. 154. 


of the'Legislative 
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DUTT, Me. AMAR NATH—conii. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 451-57, 
475-76. 

Point of order raised by Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya. 1344. 

Question re — 

Absorption in the permanent establishment of supernumerary hands 
on the East Indian Railway. 1313. 

Allegations against the Postmaster of Coonoor. 914. 

..Alleged bribery and corruption amongst the subordinate officers em¬ 
ployed in railway workshops. 1331. 

Alleged ill-treatment of Bengali clerk in the office of the Accountant 
General, Central Revenues. 120. 

Alleged trespass into the house of one Ro)% a trains clerks at Fulchari, 
on the Eastern Bengal Railwa 3 ^ 138. 

Allotment to other staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway at Lalmanirhat 
of the quarters built for Indian guards and station masters. 136-37. 

Appointment of Anglo-Indian guards to officiate as station masters 
at certain stations on the East Indian Railway. 1315. 

Appointment of crew officers in each division of the East Indian Rail¬ 
way. 1317-18. 

Article in the Forward of 3rd February, 1926, headed “ Railway Board’s 
mismanagement. ” 918. 

Article in the .Mo^door of the 21st Jul^', 1928, entitled “ Guards’ rest in 
Dinapur Division, ” East Indian Railway. 1329. 

Casualties in the accident between Hayaghat and Kishanpur on the 
Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1320-21. 

Cause of the strike at Lillooah on the East Indian Railwaj’-. 1332-33. 

Charges for loading and unloading goods on the Bengal and North- 
Western Railway. 1325-26. 

Charges of bribery and corruption against the foremen employed in the 
workshops at Lillooah, East Indian Railway. 1330-31. 

Classes of emploj’^ees of the East Indian Railway entitled to rent-free 
quarters. 1315. 

Communal preference in appointments to the public service. 97. 

Communication in writing of the reasons for dismissal or discharge of 
an emplo^'ee of the Bengal and North-Western Railway'. 1327. 

Construction of a railway from Sainthia to Bhcramara via Berham- 
pore. 133. 

Continuance of the remission of terms allowed bv the Inns of Court 
to Vakils of Indian High Courts to qualify as Barristers. 145. 
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DUTT, BIr. ABIAENATH-con(c?. 

Question re — contd. 

Creation of a leave reserve for the Branches of the Army Headquarters. 
919-20. 

Curtailment of holidays in the Dinapur division of the East Indian 
Railway. 1313-14,. 

Decrease of Bengalis in the Government of India Secretariat. 128-29. 

Deputation of the Indian Police Association to His Excellency the 
Viceroy. 43. 

Detection of base coins and forged currency notes on the Bengal and 
North-Western Railway. 1326. 

Differences in scales of pay and allowances prevailing on the Oudh and 
Rohilkhand section and the East Indian section of the East Indian 
Railway. 1312. 

Discharge of A. K. Mitra, relie\dng clerk, Burdwan, by the East Indian 
Railway. 98-99. 

Discontent among the workmen employed in the workshops at Lillooah, 
East Indian Railway. 1331-32. 

Education of the children of the staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 
134. 

Employment of Bengalees in the Government of India Secretariat. 
98. 

Employment of markers of the Bengal and North-Western Railway as 
clerks, assistant goods clerks and goods clerks at some of the road¬ 
side and iunction stations. 1321. 

Employment without extra remuneration of assistant guards and 
Junters as guards and drivers, respectively, on the Bengal and North 
Western Railway. 1321. 

Exemption of the Railway Board from the rules governing the recruit¬ 
ment of staff through the Staff Selection Board. 916. 

Expenditure incurred by the East Indian Railway on the crew depart¬ 
ment and travelling ticket inspectors. 1316. 

Failure of Bengalee graduates in the Secretariat service examinations. 


Grant of allowances to the clerks of the district offices of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway for Sunday and holiday work. 137. 


Grant of a weekly rest day to the staff of Railways. 1312. 

facilities by the authorities of the 

a.d S.w5tem *>>'= 
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DUTT, Mr. AMAR NATH—con^tZ. 

Question re— cmti. 

Grant of increased pay to the subordinate stafi of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway. 139. 

Grant of leave with pay to cooks and servants employed in the guards' 
running rooms on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 138. 

Grant of local allowances to officers and ministerial stafE of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway stationed in Calcutta. 135. 

Grant of mileage allowance to the travelling ticket inspectors of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 139. 

Grant to Indian guards of the Eastern Bengal Railway of the same 
facilities as European guards. 136. 

Grievances of the clerks and foddars of the Calcutta Currency Office. 
694-95. 

Head passenger superintendents on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 
137-38. 

Ignoring by the authorities of the East Indian Railway of repre¬ 
sentations made by the Union about the grievances of the staff. 
1312. 

Inadequacy of the scales of pay of the subordinate staff on the Bengal 
and North-M’’estern Railway. 1319. 

Inadequate pay of the staff of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 
1324-25. 

Indebtedness of the subordinate staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 
140. 

Insecurity of service of the subordinate staff of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway. 141-42. 

Introduction of a uniform measure of weight. 914. 

Issue of a circular by the District Traffic Superintendent of Lalmnnirhat 
regarding working of trains by sick guards. 137. 

Luggage rules of the East Indian Railway. 550. 

Making of appointments in the Government of India officc-s on a com¬ 
munal basis. 97. 

Motor ser\dce maintained in Delhi for the conveyance of files from New 
Delhi to Viceregal Lodge. 132-33. 

^ Number of Bengali clerks recruited since 1925 bv the Railway Board. 
144. 

Number of Indian, Anglo-Indian and European employec.s of the East 
Indian Rnilwa}’ discharged during the year 1927. 131.5. 

Number of Indian guards in grade “ A ” and .Ajiglo-Indian and Euro¬ 
pean guards in grade “ B ” on the East Indian Railway. 1312. 
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DUTT, Mr. AMAE NATH— 

Question rc — contd. 

Number of Indian officers employed on the Bengal and NorthAVestern 
Eaihvay. 1324. 

Number of Indian traffic inspoctoLs recruited since 1024 by the various 
State Eaihvays. 144. 

Number of usual working hour.s of certain classes of employees on the 
East Indian Railway. 1314. 

Overworked staff iu the traffic and locomotive departments on the 
Bengal and Nortli-Western Railway. 1320. 

Pay and prospects of the subordinate staff emploj’^ed imder the Director 
of Array Audit. 140. 

Pay of drivers, shunters, firemen, fitters and carriage examiners on the 
Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1323. 

Pay of Indian guards on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 
1322-23. 

Pay of junior clerks of the inspectors’ offices of the engineering De¬ 
partment, East Indian Railway. 1316. 

Pay of lower division clerks of the office of the Accountant General, 
Posts and Telegraphs. 915. 

Pay of signallers employed at stations on the Bengal and North-Western 
Railway. 1322. 

Pay of station masters and as.sistant station masters on the East Indian 
Railway. 1316. 

Pay of station masters of the five classes of stations on the Bengal and 
North-Westein Railway. 1323. ° 

Policy of recruitment for the services under the Government of India 
129. 


Present time-scale of ]3ay of the lower division clerks of the office of 
the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs. 914-15. 

Prolonged stay of the Government of India in New Delhi. 39. 

Promotion of Indians to “ A ” grade guards on the East Indian Rail¬ 
way 1312-13. 

Promotion of Mr. Holder to the post of Transportation Inspector on 
the Eastern Bengal Railway. 134. 

Promotion of Mr. Wood to officiate as an Assistant Traffic Superinten¬ 
dent, Katihar, on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 133-34. 

Provision of a light on the verandah of cottageNo. 28in“Longwood.” 
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DUTT, Me. AilAR NATH-conirf. 

Question re— aonti. 

Provision of quarters for tlie TncJian guards of tlie Eastern Bengal 
Railway stationed in Calcutta. 13G. 

Provision of quarters for tlie staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
stationed at Santahar. 136. 

Provision of quai'ters for the travelling ticket inspectors of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway. 140. 

Provision of quarters for the workmen of Lillooah, East Indian Rail¬ 
way. 1330. 

Provision of two summing baths for the European and Anglo-Indian 
employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway at Paksey and Saidpur. 
140. 

Publication of a hand-book showing the mode of recruitment to the 
various subordinate services under the Government of India. 147. 

Raising of the pay and retiring gratuity of ministerial officers of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 138-39. 

Recognition of the unions of railway employees by the .4gents of 
Railways. 1311. 

Redress of the grievances of the workmen employed in the workshops 
at LiUooah, East Indian Railway. 1332. 

Recruitment for leave vacancies in the clerical establishment of the 
Railway Board. 917. 

Recruitment of clerical staff for the Railway Board. 916-17 

Recruitment of outsiders as clerks’in the office of the Railway Board, 
917-18. 

Re-employment by the Eastern Bengal Railway of retired railway 
subordinates. 134-35. 

Refusal of casual leave to the staff of the East Indian Railway. 1314. 

Refusal of the Agentto recognise the Bengal and North-Western Railway- 
men’s Association. 1326-27. 

Removal of the Post Office at Coonoor from “ lilinsted ” to “ Rose 
Hail.’- 914. 

Report of j\Ir. Heseltine on the clerical cstablisliments of the Armv 
Headquarters. 919. 

Representation of the travelling ticket inspectors of the Dinapur 
division of the East Indian Railway. 1317. 

Reservation for Anglo-Indians of the posts of crew inspectors on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 142. 

Retirement of members of the clerical e.stabli 5 hmeut of the Railway 
Board. 915, 

MiTfiLA 
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DUTT, I\lR. ABIAR NATH-cohcW. 

Qucstiou rc—cond(J. 

Security of service for tlic workmen employed nfc Lillooah, East Indian 
Hallway. 1330. 

Separate olFice for the Legislative Assembly. 128, 

Service agreements with the staff of the East Indian ilailway, 1314. 

Stay in Simlathrouglioiitthe year of tlie ofhcc.of tlic Master General 
of Supply. 018. 

Supply to the Library of the Legislative As.sembly of the Railway 
Account and Audit Code. M3. 

Time-scale of pay for senior postmen, 915, 

Total .strength of the clerical stail of the Railway Board on the 31st 
January, 1927. 917. 

Town inspectors of post offices in Calcutta. 920. 

Transfer of travelling ticket inspectors to inferior positions in the 
crew department of the East Indian Rnihv.ay, 1316-17, 

Transfer of travelling ticket inspectors to the crew department of the 
East Indian Railwa^y. 1318. 

Various grades of clerks employed under the Director General of Posts 
and Telegraphs. 145-46. 

Wages of skilled and unskilled workmen of the workshops at Lillooal!, 
East Indian Railway. 1329-30. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Depressed and untoucliable classes in India. 3. 

Period during which Mr. Justice Courtney Terrell has been on the 
Bench. 1176. 

Resolution re — 

Education of girls and women in the territories administered by the 
Central Government. 1049. 

Pay of Judges of the High Courts, 578, 581-83. 

The cable and wireless beam merger. 243-44. 

DUTTA, Babtj BATTA KRISHNA— 

Question rc discliarge of-, a clerk in the Central Forms Store. 1341. 

DTITTA, Mb. BRISH CHANDRA— 

Public Safety (Removal frOln India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 822 869 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of the districts of Sylliet .and Cachar with 
1300-01. ^ -Dengai. 
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DUTTA, m. SRISH CHANDRA-codR 

Question re — confd. 

A 

Connection of the Srimangal-Maulvi Bazar Railu'ai’ vitli Kalaitm 
Junction on the Assam Bengal Railway. 1303. 

Control and regulation of the sale of tea sweepings. 1301. 

Deputation of Mr. A. J, Gonet. a Superintendent of Post Offices, to 
work in tlie place of tlie Cliief Superintendent of the office of the 
Director General of Posts and Telcgraplis. 1335-30. 

Employment of ladyclerlns in the office of the Railway Board. 1291- 
95. ■ ■ . 

Expenditure incurred on the enquir}’- by the Tariff Board into the 
question of the grant of protection to the oil industry. 1311. 

Extension of the Shaisthaganj and Habiganj Railway to Rabigani. 
1303-04. 

Filling up of posts of assistant directors general of the post office. 
1333. 

Memorials to the Secretary of State for India from the clerical staff of 
the office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1333. 

JCnor revisions made in the office of the Director General of Posts 
and Telegraphs. 1334-35. 

Present strength of the clerical staff and of officers in the office of the 
Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1335. 

Revised scales of pay recommended by the Booth Committee for the 
office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1334. 

DUNN, Dr. J. A.— 

Question re criminal case instituted in Calcutta against-of the 

Geological Survey of India. 36. 

DUTY ALLOWANCE— 

Question re revision of the pay and-of Di^^s^onal .4ccountants of the 

Public Works Department. 198-99. 

E 

EAST AFRICA— 

Question re claim agaiiwt the German Government by Mr. Meherji Bhienji 
of Portuguese-. .539-41. 

EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s) ”. 

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY- 

See “ Railway(s) ^2 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY UNION— 

Question rc— , 

Issue of passes to tlic oHicers and workers of tlic——. 11C8, 
Recognition by the Agent of the-. 1107-08. 

Refusal of the Agent to grant card-passes to tlio oflice-boarcrs of the-^ 

at Moradabad. 092-03. 

EDUCATION— 

Question rc— 

-of the children of railway employees. .334, .012. 

-of the children of the staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 134. 

-of the depressed classes in the Delhi Pron’ncc. 483-84, 

Establishment of a Board of Intermediate and Secondary-for 

Rajputana and Ajmer-Merwara. 3.:3. 

Introducf.ion of compulsor}' primary-in the city of Ajmer. 401-95. 

Resolution re -of girls and women in the territories administered by the 

Central Government. 504-G02,10J2-50. 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTlONfS)- 

Question rc mimbor of-started by each of the State Railways, 558. 

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS— 

Question re— 

-for admission into the Indian Jledic.al Department. lOGS. 

-necessary for assistant accounts officers. 1102-03. 

Minimum-of clerks in the post olfico. 880. 

EDUCATION DEPARTiMENT. DELUI— 

Question re dbetors employed on in.spection duties in the-. 805. 

EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS, DEPARTJIENT OP- 

Question re appointment of Maslims as superintendents and assistants 
in the-. 875-76. 

EFFICIENCY BAR— 

Question re crossing of the-in the 2nd Division by despatohers and 

typists in the Asmy Department. 148. 

ELECTION^ 

Question re general-of the Legislative Assembly and the Council of 

State. 1318. 

ELECTRIC CURRENT— 

Question re restriction of the supply of-by the electric power house in 

Meerut Cantonment to military needs. 499-500. 
electric LIFTS— 

Question re absence of- 


in Gorton Castle, Simla. 1294, 
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ELEGTBIC SEARCH-LIGHTS— 

Question re— 

Fitting of trains running at night with-. 1095; 

' Humber of locomotives &tted with-. 337-38. 

ELECTRIFICATION— 

Question re— 

-of railways for the Calcutta subarban traffic service. 55. 

-of the Calcutta railways. 20 21. 

-of the Kalka Simla Railway. 274. 

EMBEZZLEMENT— 

Question rc number of cases of-discovered by the Local Fund Audit 

Department in the Punjab and North-West Frontier Pro^^ncc. 
431. 

EMIGRANTS— 

Question re need for more orderly service of food, etc., in ships carrying- 

overseas. 60-61. 

EMPIRE MARKETING BOARD— 

Question re employment of Indians by the-. 329-30. 

EMPLOYMENT BUREAUX— 

Question re opening of-on each of the State Railways. 559-GO. 

ENGINE DRIVER(S)— 

Question re classification of guards,-and ticlcet collectors on the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 509-11. 

ENGINEERING— 

Question re number of applications received from students in Ajraer- 
Merwara during the last three years for scholarships to study agricul¬ 
ture, mining,-, etc. 1387. 

ENGINEERING WORKSHOPS— 

Question re placing of some employees of the-on the Bengal Nagpur 

Railway on daily rates of pay. 552. 

ENGINEERS— 

Question re — 

Alleged insulting behaviour of European officens and-- towards 

Indians worldng on the "dredger “ Vizagapatam.” 119. 

Emplojnnent of student-on Railways. 881-82. 

Number of Indian officers holding King’s commissions in the Indian 
units of artillery,-, signals and the air force. 1290-99. 

Temporary --on State Railways. 893. 
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ENGINEEES, BIPEKIAL SERVICE OF- 

Question rc empIo 3 'ment of Sikli-s in tlic-in tlic Irrigation Jirancb, 

Runjal), 883-84. 

ENGLAND- 
Questiou rc— 

Proscription of books published in-. 12-14. 

Training of Indians in ll 3 dng in-. 280-81. 

EQUIPMENT- 

Qucstion rc inadequacy of modern-for tlic rir-my in India. 267, 

268. 

ESTATE— 

Question rc-of Mirza tSuraiya Jab, a member of the ex'-Eo 3 'al Family 

of Delhi. 63-65. 

ETAH- 


Question re the Sbikobabad-Ivasganj line. 499. 

EUROPE- 

p 

Question rc— 

Grant of scholarships to Indian students for melucological training 
in.-. 59. 

Grant of study leave to-to ui)per subordinates in the S\irvcy of 

India. 1187. 

Grant of study leave to — to upper subordinates of the Imperial 
Customs Service. 1186-87. 

Grant of study leave to-to upper subordinates of the Lidian Tele¬ 

graph Department. 1187. 

Grant of study leave to-to upper subordinates on the Indian State 

Railways. 1186. 

EXJROPEAR(S)~ 


• Question re¬ 


pines realised during the last three years from-, Anglo-Iudiaus and 

Indians employed on each of the State Railways. 555. 

Posts exclusively filled by-and Anglo-Indians on each of the State 

Railways. 551. 

Total number of railway quarters occupied by the Indian, Anglo-Indian 
and-employees on each of the State Railways. 558 

EUROPEAN OFFICERS— 


Question re alleged insulting behaviour of-and 

Indians worldng on the dredger “ Vizagapatam .” 


engineers towards 
119. 
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EUEOPEAN PASSENGEES— 

Question re separate ■waiting room for first and second class --at 

Haid'war. 48. 

EUROPEAN SCHOOLS— 

Question re inspection of --in Ajmer-Merw'ara. 426-27, 

EVIDENCE— 

Question re— 

-of Government servants before tlie Statutory Commission. 82. 

Production by assessees of books, documents and-before Income-tax 

Officers, 200, 

EXAiaNATION(S)— 

Question re— 

Adoption of a uniform system of-for candidates for the-for 

promotion to tbe low'est selection grade posts in the post offices and 
Eail'way Mail Ser'vdce. 1006-07. 

Appointments made to certain superior seiwnces by nomination, since the 
institution of competitive-in India. 321-22. 

Case of railway drivers who had passed their-at the Chandausi 

Railway Training School. 326. 

Competitive-for the IndiaJi Medical Service. 901-03, 

Departmental-for Inspectors and superintendents’ head clerks 

in the Postal Department. 107-08. 

Departmental-for postal accountants. 107. 

Departmental-for promotion to the lowest selection grade post in 

the XJost office. 1167. 

Departmental-for .subordinates in ]>ost offices. 110. 

-for appointments as clerks in the office of the Accountant General, 

Central Revenues, Delhi. 1193. 

-for certificates as first and second class mines managers, 24” 

25. 

-for clerks in the Centi-al Telegraph 0 fficc at Jladrns. 109-10. 

-for time-scale clerks in the Postal Department. 121. 

E-xchasioii of Indians from tlic Civil .Sendee-of Ceylon, IISS. 

Pailure of Bengalee graduates in fhc Secretariat service-. 98. 

Inclusion of certain subjects as optional subjects in certain specified 
Imperial Services --411-12. 

Introduction of the-for the lowest selection grade po.sts in the post 

office. 1167. 
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EXAM] NAT10K(S)~cod/cZ, 

Question rc—con(d. 

Papers set for the-for rccruitmeutof the clerical staff of tin; office 

of the Account ant General, Bengal. 085. 

Prevention of Indians from competing at the 1. 0. S. --in London. 

1282. 

Promotion of Indian vorkcis who ]iave passed-from the Training 

School at Chandausi. 1173. 

llemoval of officers of the Income-tax Bepaitnient for failure to pass 
the Departmental-. 540. 

Results of the I. C. S. --held in India in 1028. 23-24. 

EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL OEEIGERS- 

Question rc transfer of iiigli-in Ajnier-Merwaia. 012. 

EXECUTIVE OEEICER, AMBALA-- 

Question rc conduct of the correspondence of the Cantonment Board 
by Colonel Moran;-. 1117. 

EXECUTIVE OEEICERS- 

Question re --in cantonments. 499. 

EXPENDITURE— 

Question re --on puhlicity for the State Railways, 1087. 

EXPERIMENTAL WIRELESS BRANCH— 

Question re number of inen reverted from the-to the Traffic branch of 

the Telegraph Department. 398-99. 

EXPORT DUTY- 

Question rc— 

Abolition of the-on raw hides. 694. 

-on rice. 983. 

EXPRESS TRAIN— 

Question rc running of another-from Bombay to Delhi. 56. 

EXPRESS TRAINS, 19-UP AND 20-DO'\VN— 

Question re detention of-at Patuanda Mahabira Road Station. 

10 / 3 , 

EXPULSION— 

Question^rc-—of^Hakim Samiullah' Khan from the Amhala Canton- 

SXTRA ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS— 

Question re employment of Sikhs as-in the Survey of India. 883 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEJIBLV DEBATES. 


109 
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FAMILY QUAETBRS— 

Question re construction of-for duftaries in Simla. 339-40. 

mnNB— 

Question re-in Bengal. 417. 

FANS— 

Question re— 

Provision of-in second class carriages on the Bombay, Baroda and 

Cental India Railway. 19. 

Provision of-in intermediate and third class carriages on the North 

Western Railway. 28-29. 

Provision of proper lights and-in the shuttle train between Chheoki 

and Allahabad. 507-08. 

FARASHES— 

Question re total number of daftaries, peons,-and menials employed 

in the Indian Stores Department, etc. 1318-19. 

FARES— 

Question re — 

, • Reduction of — on the Eastern Bengal Railway, 413-14. 

Reduction of intermediate class-on the East Indian Railwayl 

40. 

FARIDPUR— 

Question re provision of a platform and waiting rooms at-, Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 87-88. 

FARIDPUR-OHARMUGURIA-BARISAL RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s) ’h 

FAROOKHI, Mr. ABDUL LATIF SAHIB— 

Question re — 

Duties of the town inspectors of post offices. 1106. 

Revision of the pay of town inspectors of post offices, etc. 1106- 
07. 

FATEHABAD- 
Question rc— 

Opening of a broad gauge railway between Jakhal and Sirsa via -i 

913. 

Opening of a metre gauge railway between Jakhal and Bhattu via -. 

913. 

FEEDER RAILWAYS— 

See “ Eailway(s) ”. 
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FEES— 

Question rc — 

Alleged interception of moncj' sent to Mrs, Besant to pay the-of 

poor students. 90, 

-for children of railway cin])loyecs at the Oakgrovc European • 

School. 41G. 

FEIilALE PASSENGERS— 

Question rc attnclnnent of inlermcdiale and third class compartments for 

-close to the engines on the East Indian and Eastern Bengal 

Railways. 414-15, 

FEMALE WORKERS— 

Question rc total number of-and persons under 12 years of age 

employed on each of the State Railways. 551. 

FENI— 

Question rc recruitment of thestatT for the new construction of the Assam 
Bengal Railway at-and Chittagong, 99G. 

FENI-BELONIA— 

Question rc recruitment of .staff for the-and Cliittagong-Wazir Hat 

o,xten.sions of the Assam Bengal Railway, G83-84, 

FIELD ARMY- 

Question rc ratio of Indian to British soldiers in (o) the-, (5) covering 

troops, and (o) internal sccurity troops. 478, 

FIJI— 

Question rc— 

Abolition of the poll-tax levied ,on Indians in-. 46. 

Representation of Indians on tlie Legislative Council in-. 46, 

Status of Indians in -. 74, 

FINANCE BILL— 

See “ Indian-” under “ Bill(s) 

FINANCIAL COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS— 

Question re— 

Duties and qualifications of the-. 185-86. 

Recruitment to clerical and subordinate services under the-. 

7. 

Recruitment to gazetted posts under the -. 7-8, 

financial COmnSSIONER, RAILWAY BOARD— 

Question re memorials addressed to the — by the clerks of the Railway 
'bleating Accounts Office, Delhi. 1196. 
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FINE FUND— 

Question re— 

Administration of tFe-on Railways. 395-96. 

Omission from Volume II of the Railway Administration Report of tlie 
transactions of the-. 182-83. 

FINES— 

Question re— 

-realised during the last three years from Europeans, Anglo-Indians 

and Indians employed on each of the State Railways. 656. 

Infliction of-on and deductions from the wages of employees on the 

State Railways. 555. 

FIREMEN— 

Question re— 

Pay of-on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1199. 

Pay of drivers, shunters,-, fitters and carriage examiners on the 

Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1323. 

FIRING— 

Question re-on strikers at Bamangachi. 479. 

FIRING ON CROWDS— 

Question re control of-by the police or military. 890. 

FIRST AND SECOND CLASS CARRIAGES— 

Question re provision of complaint books in ——■ on all trains. 20. 

FIRST AND SECOND CLASS EUROPEAN PASSENGERS— 

Question re separate waiting room for —— at Hardwar. 48. 

FIRST AND SECOND CLASS PASSENGERS— 

Question re waiting rooms for — at stations on the Sind section of the 
North Western Railway. 28. 

FITTERS— 

Question re— 

Pay of-on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1199. 

I ay of driveis, shunters, firemen, --and carriage examiners on the 

Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1323. 

FLAl^IE PROOF iVPPABATES— 

Question re use of “ certified ”-in Indian mines. 60 

FLOGGING— 

Question re abolition of the punishment of __ 515 

FLOODING— 

Question re -of the railway quarters at Moradabad. 325-26. 
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FLOODS— 

Question re — 

Arbiclo in the Labour of Janunry 1928, entitled “ Sad plight of sorters 
during-7G. 

Prevention of-. 50-51. 

Protection of the life and property of the inhabitants of the villages ICoiP 
war, Mahinadpur, etc., from-. 120. 

FLOUR- 

Question re import of artificial-. 991. 

FLYING— 

Question re training of Indians in-in England. 280-81. 

::FOOD— 

Question re need for more orderly service of-, etc., in ships carrying 

emigrants overseas. GO-61. 

_ FORCED LABOUR— 

Question re continuance of the system of-from members of the 

depressed classes in Delhi, Ajincr-jMenvara, etc. 911. 

FOREIGN AND POLITICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re— 

Appointment of the Indians to the-. 80. 

Increment of a stenographer in the-. 1012. 

FOREIGN LIQUORS— 

Question re import of-. 8-9. 

FOREIGN TRAFFIC— 

Question re worldng cost of the East Indian Railway-in the Railway 

Clearing Accounts Office for the year 1927-28. 1111. 

FOREIGNERS’ AOT— 
iSee“Act(s) 

POREMAN(EN)— 

Question re — 

Alleged assault by the-of the Vacuum iBrakeshop on Mohammad 

Hussain, a workman of the Oarriage and Wagon Shops at Moghal- 
pura. 337. 

Charge of bribery and corruption against the-employed in the work¬ 

shops at Lillooah, East Indian Railway. 1330-31. 

Employment of Indians as --of running sheds and workshops on 

the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1200. 

forest DEPARTMENT— 

Question re training of Indians for higher service in the __, 63, 
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FOREST SERVICE— 

^See “ Indian-” and “ Provincial-” . 

FORGED OURRENOy NOTES— 

Question re detection of base coins and-on the Bengal and North- 

Western Railway. 1326. 

FORGERY— 

Question re conviction of kanganies (coolie recruiters) for-and entrapp¬ 

ing coolies. 1189. 

FORWARID— 

Question re article in the-of 3rd February, 1926, headed “ Railway 

Board’s mismanagement.” 918. 

FREE PRESS OF INDIA— 


Question re suppression of a radio message sent by Mr. Bernard Houghton, ' 
a retired I. C. S. officer, to the-. 11-12. 

FREIGHT CHARGES— 

Question re-on certain articles. 1079. 

FREIGHT RATES— 

Question re-charged on Revenue account for fuel, stores, etc., on 

State-managed Railways. 1078. 

FRUIT VANS— 

Question re provision of-and refrigerators on all fast trains. 275. 

FUEL— 


- Question re freight rates charged on Revenue account for-, stores, etc., 

on State-managed Railways. 1078. 

FULCHARI— 

Question re alleged tre.'^pass into the house of one Boy, a trains clerks at 
-, on the Ea.stcrn Bengal Railway. 138. 

FURNITURE— 

Question re price of-supplied to the Cart Road quarters, Simla. 

1101 . 

G 


GALTAKOT— 

Question re railway survey from Rutlam-Ban.swnra to-in Central 

India. 101-05. 


GANESH PERSIIAD, j\Ir..— 

Question rc notice issued under section 239 of the Cantonment.s .Act to 
of Jubbulpore Cantonment. 1118-19. 

GANGES— 

Question rc construe!ion of a railway bridge over the 
Ghat. 43. 


at Jfokamch 
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GANJAM DmSlON- 
Question re — 

Inadequacy of tlic special allowances to postal officials employed in tlie 
Agency Tracts of the-. 77. 

Supply to the offices in the -- of Oriya translations of puhlications 

concerning the Postal Department. 78. 

GANJAS'I POSTAL DIVISION- 
Question re — 

Inadequate .staff of inspectors in the-. 77. 

Paucity of signallers in the-. 77. 

GARTOK— 

Question re — 

Pay of the British Trade Agent of-and his staff. 284-85. 

Removal of the winter headquarters of the British Trade Agent at- 

from Simla to Almora or Naini Tal. 286. 

Summer and vuntcr headquarters of the British Trade Agent at-. 

285-86. 

GAVIN-JONES, Me. T.~ 

Puhlic Safety (Removal from India) BiU— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee, 790, 
801-06. 

Motion to consider Report of the Select Committee. 1373, 1374. 

Trade Disputes Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 1214-16. 

GAYA— 

Question re construction of a civil aerodrome at-. 71. 

GAZETTED OEFICERS- 
Question re— 

Employment of Muslims as-in the Railway Clearing Accounts 

Office, Delhi. 1293-94. 

Number and pay of-in the Printing and Stationery Department. 

1339. 

Responsibility of ■—— in direct charge of each Store Depot of the late 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway. 16-17. 

Revision of the pay and prospects of assistant directors general and 
other-of the post office. 1311. 

gazetted POSTS— 

Question re recruitment to-under the Financial Commissioner of 

Railways. 7-8. 
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GENERAL ELECTIONS— 

Question re-of the Legislative Assembly and the Council of Sla(e. 

1318. 

GENERAL MOTORS CO., LTD., Messrs. The— 

Question re starting of an assembling plant in Bombay by-of America. 

610. 

GENT5RAL POST OFFICE— 

Question re promotions of postal official-, of the miifassil to the lowest 
selection grade posts in the-cadre. 1103-0-1. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, BOMBAY— 

Question re — 

Employment of a non-qualified lady clerk in the-. 880. 

Number of officials in the-on the superannuation list. 878. 

Recruitment of the clerical cadre of the-. 877. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, CALCUTTA— 

Question re worlang lioirrs of the officials of the Saffing.s Bank Depart¬ 
ment of the-. 1097-98. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, MADRAS- 

Question re duties of the clerks of the-, etc. 1106-13. 

GENERAL SERVICE— 

Question re recruitment of Indians to tlie-in the Telegraph Depart¬ 

ment. 397-98. 

GENERAL WORKERS’ UNION, NORTH MT5STERN RiULM’AY— 

See “ Union(s) ”. 

GENEVA— 

Question re appointment of an Indian representative ])ermnnontlv at 
-. 333, 1281. 

GEOLOGICAL SURirEY OF INDIA— 

Question re — 

Criminal case instituted in Calcutta against Dr. J. A. Dunn of the 
-. 36. 

Promotion of sub-assistants to officiate as assistant superintendents 
in the-. 1336-37. 

GERI\rAN GOIHIRNMENT— 

Question re claim against the-by Mr. Meherji Bhicaji of Portu"uese 

East Africa. 539-11. 

GHAZNLIFAR ALT KHAN, Mr.— 

Oath of Office. 1. 
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GHEE- 

Question re¬ 
import. of vegetable-57. 

Proliibition of the import of vegetable-. 45. 

Prohibition of the sale of vegetable-. 090, 

Use of vegctalilc-t.o adulterate pure-. 70, 

Vegetable or Vanmpali ——. 424-25. 

GHOEPADI- 

Question re working lioiirs of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway staff 
employed at- near Poona. 513. 

GHOSH, NOGENHRA NATH- 

Question re memorial of-. 1311. 

GHDZNAVI, hiR. A. H.- 
Question re — 

Accidents on Railwa)\s in 1927. 508. 

Admission to the reading room of the Imperial Librarj', Calcutta. 37. 

Appointment of persons with judicial e-xporionce as Assistant Commis¬ 
sioners of Ineomc-tax, 174. 

Appointment of separate booldng clerks at Delhi for the Great Indian 
Peninsula and the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways. 
18. 

Charges for tourists’ cars on the different Railways. 507. 

Construction of the Singhajani-Tangail-Pingna Railway. 17. 

Cooling system in railway carriages. 275, 

Criminal case instituted in Calcutta against Dr. J. A. Dunn of the 
Geological Survey of India. 36. 

Delivery to tlieir relatives of the bodies of persons Idlled in accidents 
on Railways. 607. 

Discontent among graduate clerks in the post offices in presidency 
towns. 506. 

Dismissal of a large number of experienced patwaris, girdwnras, me- 
rabs and naib-tahsildars by the Settlement Officer, Peshawar. 621. 

Electrification of the Calcutta Railways. 20-21. 

Electrification of the Kalka Simla Railway. 274. 

Enquiries into accidents on Railways. 607. 

Fitting of trains running at night with electric search-h'glits. 1095, 

Giving of reasons fora decision or an assessment made by the Income- 
tax Officer. 173-74. 

Harassment of pilgrims by Moallems. 22-23. 
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GHUZNAVI, Mr. A. H.—coH/d. 


Question re— contd. 


Insecurity of the roads in the Peshawar district. 616. 

Issue by the Income-tax Department of notices to wealthy assessees 
under section 34 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 167-73. 

Issue of instructions to the Income-tax Officers of Calcutta, regarding 
applications under section 27 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 
167. 


Issue of monthly time tables by the Eastern Bengal and the Bast Indian 
Railways. 507. 


(1) Lack of arrangements for signalling messages 
post offices in Simla. 

(2) Provision of more letter boxes in Simla. 


at branch^ 


274. 


Location in the same area of Muslim employees of the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway at Kharagpur. 1095-96. 


Number of accountants and clerks in the Militarj’^ Accounts Depart¬ 
ment. 617. 


Omission by the Calcutta Income-tax Department to furnish informa¬ 
tion to assessees in the notice issued under section 34 of the Indian 
Income-tax Act, 1922. 36. 

Opening of ports in India to the pilgrim traffic. 22. 

Pay of the postmaster, Silchar. 174-75. 

Printing of railway rules and regulations in the vernaculars. 35. 

ProAUsion of a waiting room at Serajganj Ghat Station on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway. 17-18. 

Provision of complaint books in first and second class carriages on all 
trains. 20. 

ProAOsion of fans in second class carriages on the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway. 19. 

Provision of fruit vans and refrigerators on all fast trains. 275. 

Provision of latrines in servants’ compartments on the Great Indian 
Peninsula and the East Indian Railways. 19. 

Prorision of proper lights and fans in the shuttle train between Chheoki 
and Allahabad. 507-08. 


Prorision of third class touri.st c.ars for pilgrims and marriage parties 
on all Railways. 36. 

Railway earnings from third class pas.sengcrs during certain specified 
periods. 273. 

Reservation of compartments on State Railwavs. 18. 

Retiring jooms at stations on the diflerent State Railways. 19. 
M176L.\ I 



118 


INDEX TO LEOIST.ATIVE ASSKMIiTA’' DEIUTES, 


GHUZNAVJ, Mr. A. JJ.—conchl 
Question re — conoid. 

Eobberie.s and dacoitio.s committed in the North-West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince from J885 to 192G, etc. GlO-17, 

Steamer fares to deddah from difTcrent Tndain ports. 23, 

Strike at tl>e railway workshops at Lillooali. 275. 

The Dacca-Ariclia Railway. 17, 

Total number of applications and appeals to the A,s.si.stant CommiB- 
sionens or the Commissioner of Calcutta under sections 27 and 30 
of tlic Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 37-38. 

Trati.sfer of the records of the Government of India from Calcutta to 
Delhi. 37. 

Unbooked luggage of tliird clas.'s passengers. 23. 

Unsuitable retiring rooms at Ajmer. 19-20. 

Water worlcs for Kasauii, ,508. 

Resolution re pay of Judgc.s of the High Courts. 572-74, 576, 577, 578, 
591-93. 

GIDNEY. Lieutenant-Colonel II. A. J.— 

Indian Divorce (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 372. 

Motion for Adjournment re quinine fraud. 154-56. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

IMotions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 808< 
Question re— 

Admission of assistant surgeons -with British medical qualifications 
into Provincial Civil Medical Services. 1069-71. 

Admission of members of the Indian Medical Department to the Indian 
Medical Service. 1067. 

Annual consumption of coal in tons by State and Company-managed 
Railways. 1053. 

Class, number and horse-power of locomotives owned by, ordered or 
under construction in railway workshops for State and Company- 
managed Railways. 1052. ’ 

Deplorable condition of the quarters of the Indian stafi of the Oudh 
and Rohilkhand section of the East Indian Railway. 693. 

Difficulty in supplying the Civil Medical Department with officers from 
the Military branch of the Indian Medical Service. 1067. 

Educational qualifications for admission into the Indian Medical 
Department. 1068. 

Employment of assistant surgeons with British medical qualifications 
as medical officers of British station hospitals. 1069. 
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6JDKEY, Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. — contd. 

Question re— conti. 

Emplo 3 Tnent of oflScers of the Indian Medical Department in the 90 
civil medical posts to be released for the Pro'V’incial Lledical SerA'ices. 
1185-86. 

Enhancement of pensions of members of the Indian Medical Depart¬ 
ment. 537. 

Grant of study leave to Europe to upper subordinates in the Indian 
Telegraph Department. 1187. 

Grant of study leave to Europe to upper subordinates in the Survey of 
India. 1187. 

Grant of study leave to Europe to upper subordinates of the Imperial 
Customs Service. 1186-87. 

Grant of study leave to Europe to upper subordinates on the Indian 
State Railways. 1186. 

Introduction of a aji-stem of re-examination of the staff on the Oudh 
and Rohilkhand section of the East Indian Railway. 538. 

Leave rules on Railways. 880-81. 

Permanent retention in civil employ of officers of the Indian Medical 
Service transferred from the military to the civil side, etc. 1182-85. 

Present length of railway lines in India and under constmetion on 
State and Company-managed Railways. 1052-53. 

^Present strength of the Indian Army Nursing ■ Service. 1071-72. 

Prevention of the importation and sale of adulterated drugs and con¬ 
trol of the sale of poisons. 1163-64. 

Probationary assistant traffic superintendents on the Burma Rail¬ 
ways. 537-38. 

Promotion of employees of the Oudh and Rohilkhand section of the 
East Indian Railway. 539. 

Publication of the Needham Report on the Railway hicdical Service. 
1071. 

Refusal of the Agent to grant card-pas.scs to the oflicc-bearers of flic 
East Indian Railway Union at Moradabad. 692-03. 

Shortage of officers in the Indian Mcdic.al Department. 10G7-68. 

Shortage of officers in the Indian Medical iSerfficc. 1066. 

Suboidinatcs officiating as officials on Railwaj’S. 881. 

Time-scale of pay for the nine transportation inspectors of the old 
Oudh .and Roliilkliand Railway Irnnsfcrrcd to the East Indian 
Railway. 538. 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Appointment of a Committee of the Central Legislature to enquire into 
the grievances ot the cmplo 3 -ecs on the Indian Railway.^. 290. 

I 2 
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GIDNEY, LiEUTi:NANT-Coi,oNEii H. A. .T,—comcW. 

Question (Su])p]cinentary) re — coiUd, 

(1) Development o{ civil nnd commercial aviation in India.\ 

(2) JIail service from Cairo to Karachi. j ' 

Employment of railway menial .stnfl by the A.s.sistaTit Superintendent, 
Power House, Moradnbad, on his private work, 179-80. 

Increase of tuberculosis in India. G. 

Trade Disputes Bill— 

Mot ion to circulate. 1215-17. 

GIRDWAEAS— 

Question rc di.’^missals of a large number of experienced patwaris,-, 

morabs and naib-tah.sildars by the Settlement OiBcer, Peshawar, 

021 . 

GIRLS— 

Resolution re education of-and women in the territories admin¬ 

istered by the Central Government. 594-002, 1012-50, 

GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL— 

Question re establishment of a Government-in Peshawar, etc, 316- 

17. 

GLOBE NTJRSERy- 

Question re complaint by the-of Calcutta against the stafi of the Sham- 

bazar town sub-office. 1099-1100. 

GOALUNDO— 

Question re shifting of the railway station at-. 415. 

GOLDEN ROCK- 

Question re alleged wrongful confinement of workmen of the South 
Indian Railway by the foreman at-. 346-47. 

GOLDER, Me. J. H.— 

Question re — 

Number of clerks dismissed by --, while Manager of the Central 

Publication Branch. 1341. 

Pay of-. 1341. 

GONET, Mr. A. J.— 

Question re deputation of-, a Superintendent of Post Offices, to work 

in the place of the Chief Superintendent of the Office of the Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1335-36. 

GOODS— 

Question re charges for loading and unloading —— on the Bengal and 
North-Western Railway. 1326-S6. 
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GOODS’ CLEEKS— 

Question re employment of markers as clerks, assistant-and-at 

some of the roadside and junction stations of the Bengal and North- 
Western Eailway. 1197,1321. 

GOODS INSPECTOR— 

Question re Chief-at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 

way. 547. 

GOODS SHED— 

Question re- at Burhanpur railway station, 502. 

GORTON CASTLE, SBELA— 

Question re absence of electric lifts in -. 1294. 

GOER, Sir HARI SINGH— 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee, 357-58. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 385-89, 391-93. 

Indian Divorce (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee, 361-65, 367, 372. 

Motion for leave to withdraw above motion. 368. 

Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Bill—(Amendment of section 43)— 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 374, 375, 376, 377, 

Petitions relating to the Indian Law Reports Bill laid on the table by 
-. 224. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Point of order raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru that the Central Legis¬ 
lature has no power to pass the law embodied in the-. 440-42. 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 469-76, 
‘640, 783, 784, 807, 808, 838. 

Motion to consider Report of the Select Committee, 1357, 1359, 
Question re — 

Codification of the Hindu Law. 1075-76. 

Direct railway’^ route from Madras to Peshawar. 1076-77. 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Admission of Indian cadets to the Indian Corps of Sijmals and the 
Rovnl Tank Corps. 433. 

Appointment of an Indian as a iMember of the Railwav Board. 1058- 
89. 

Classification of guards, engine driver.^: and ticket collectors on the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 510. 
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GOUR, Sir HARI Simil-contd 

Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Remarks made by the Honourable Jlr. Justice Courtney Terrell, Chief 
Justice of the High Court, Patna, in Criminal Appeal No. 23 of 
1928. 328, 329. 

Reservation of the Coastal TralRc of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee, 711-12, 

Resolution rc — 

Education of girls and women in the tcrrilorie.? administered by the 
Central Government. 1028-32. 

Pay of Judges of the High Courts. ,079-8], 592, 593. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS— 

Question rc revision of the pensions of the menial stall in some-74, 

GOVERNSIENT OF BOMBAY— 

Question rc revised pension rules for the inferior serricos of the -, 

35. 

GOVERNJIENT OF INDIA— 

Question re — 

Contribution by the-to the Imperial Institute, London. 325-26. 

Deposits held by the-under the Civil Accoimt Code with the 

Accountants General in the various provinces. 94-95. 

Donation by the-to the provincial hospital at Peshawar. 1075. 

Grant of conveyance allowance to the clerks of the-. 1202-03, 

Grant of family travelling allowance to duftaries during the moves of 
the-between Simla and Delhi. 339. 

Grants made by the Local Government and the-towards the com¬ 

pletion of the provincial hospital at Peshawar. 1075. 

Leave and.pensions of inferior servants of the-. 622. 

Loss sustained by the-on the worldng of the Army Canteen Board. 

144-45. 

Making of appointments in the-offices on a commimal basis. 97. 

Move of the-to Simla. 68. 

Policy of recruitment for the serxdces under the-. 129. 

Prolongation of the stay of the-in New Delhi. 39, 1087-88, 

Proportion of stenographers to officers in Attached Offices of the -_- 

1011 . 

Publication of a hand-book showing the mode of recruitment to the 

' various subordinate services under the-. 147. 
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QOVERmiENT OF INDIA—cohit?. 

Question re — contd. 

Rejection by the-of certain proposals’’ made by tbe ^Auditor 

General. 1178. 

Supply of annual reports of tbe different Departments of the _ 

free of charge to Members of the Legislative Assembly. 70. 

Terms of the loan from the-under section 20 of the Paper Currency 

Act, against Inland Bills. 83-84. ^ 

Total amount of deposits held by the-to the credit of Provincial 

Governments. 95. 

Transfer of the records of the-from Calcutta to Delhi. 37. 

GOVERNilENT OF INDIA ACT— 

See “ AGt(s) ”. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA LOAN— 

Question re issue of Treasury Bills within three weelcs of the 
fully subscribed. 999-1002. 


being 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA OFFICES— 

Question re— 

Employment of Ooriyas in the-. 1337, 1338-39. 

(1) Hours of work of duftaries in the- 

(2) Location of the-in Delhi. ^340-41. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PEESS(ES)— 

Question re— 

Amount sanctioned in the Budget of 1928-29 for the piece-workers of 
the-, Calcutta. 1272. 

Amount spent on account of as well ns the amount received from the 

sale of composing materials by each of the - at Calcutta, Delhi 

and Simla. 1275.' 

Classification of piece-workers in the -. 1270-71. 

Deductions on account of blanks in solid matter from the wages paid 
to the employees in the-. 1273-71. 

Earnings of binders in the-. 1274. 

Earnings of compositors of the-. 12G8-70. 

Employment of irapositons in the-on the piece-rate system. 1272- 

73. 

Emplojuneut of Sikhs in the clerical establishments of the - at 

Delhi and Simla. 885-8G. 

Holidays, leave, etc., of the piece-workers of the 
138G. 


at Calcutta* 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS(ES)-coji<(Z. 

Question re— contd. 

Memoxial of the piece-workers of the-, Calcutta. 1270. 

Number of machines purchased and sold by the-- at Calcutta, 

Delhi, Simla and Aligarh, from 1922 to 1927. 1275. 

Payment for meal and prayer intervals to the piece-workers of the-. 

1271-72. 

Revision of the rates for piece-workers in the-, etc. 1273. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of non-Muslims as compositors in the 
-. 990. 

GOVERNhIENT OF INDIA SECRETARIAT— 

Question re— 

Decrease of Bengalis in the-. 128-29. 

Employment of Bengalis in the ——. 98. 

Employment of Biharis and Ooriyas in the —■—. 70-71. 

Employment of candidates in second division appointments in the-. 

893-94. 

Number of assistant secretarifes in the-. 874. 

Number of Silih superintendents and assistants in the —— and 
Attached Offices. 622-23. 

Recruitment of stenographers to the-and Attached Offices. 1010* 

11. 

Sikh stenographers and reporters in the-. 520. 

GOVERNMENT OFFICES— 

Question re provision of housing accommodation in Delhi for the officer# 
and staffs of the-transferred to that place. 403. 

GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL RESIDENCES— 

Question f 6— 

Reduction of rents of —— in Simla. 1008-09. 

Rents of-in Simla. 1009-10. 

GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS— 

Question re improvement of the pay and prospects of teachers in- 

in A]mer-Merwara. 425-26. 

GOVERNMENT SBRVANT(S)— 

Question re— 

Appeals of-.. 876-77. 

Contribution to the Press by -■. 21. 

Evidence of-before the Statutory Commission. 82. 

• ■ and membership of the Anglo-Indian Association. 632 . 
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GOVERNMENT SERVANT(S)—conirf. 

Question re — contd. 

Membership of political associations by -. 691. 

Political propaganda by a prominent-in the Boimd Table. 281- 

82. 

Provision for orphans and widows of-other than members of the 

Indian Civil Service. 535-36. 

GOVERNMENT TEST HOUSE, ALIPORE— 

Question re number of Muslims employed in the-, etc. 687-88. 

GOVERNOR OF MADRAS— 

Question re tampering with the train of the-during His Excellency’s 

tour in the Bellary district. 1179. 

GRADATION LIST— 

Question re circulation amongst the stafi of the Printing and Stationery 
Department of the -. 122. 

GRADUATES- 

Question re— 

Failure of Bengali-in the Secretariat service examinations. 98. 

Names of Muslim and Hindu- and under-employed in the 

Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, etc. 1291. 

Pay of- in the Postal Department. 82. 

Rejection of applications from-and under-for employment 

in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 1292-93. 

GRAHAM, Mr. L.— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partiality and'i 

bias against Mr. President. I vn 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Home Department C ’ 

against Mr. President. J 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Objections raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru under Standing Order 
No. 38 to the Bill being taken into consideration. 303. 

Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Motion to introduce. 165. 

Motion to consider. 917. 

Motion to pass. 917. 

GRANTS— 

Question re -made by the Local Government and the Government of 

India towards the completion of the .pro\'inciaI hospital at Peshawar. 
1075. 
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ORATUITY- 
Qucstion re— 

Grant of a pension or-to the widow of Mr. Madan Gopal, late a 

postal employee in the Central Provinces. 131. 

^Raising of the pay and retiring-of ministerial officers of the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 1.38-39. 

GRATUITY RULES- 

Question re amendment of the-of State Railways. 559. 

GRAVEYARD— 

Question re Muslim —:— outside Dnbngri Gale in Pc-shawar Cantonment, 
495. 

GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA RAILWAY— 

See “ RaUway(s) 

GREAT WAR— 

Question re persons in the ci\dl courts, Delhi, who served in the-. 

312-13. 

GUARD(S)— 

Question re— 

Abolition of the post of second--on the East Indian Railway. 180. 

Allegations against a-of having attempted to outrage the modesty 

of a Christian woman. 912. \ 

Allotment to other staff of the Eastern Bengal Railw^ay atLalmanirhat 
of the quarters built for Indian-and station masters. 136-37. 

Appointment of Anglo-Indian -to officiate as station masters at 

certain stations on the East Indian Railway. 1315. 

Classification of-, engine drivers and ticket collectors on the Great 

Indian- Peninsula Railway. 509-11. 

Difficulty in obtaining leave by-on the South Indian Railway. 

346. 

Employment wfithout any extra allowance of assistant-and shunters 

as-and drivers respectively on the Bengal and North-Western 

Railway. 1198, 1321. 

Grant of increased pay to Indian-on the Bengal and North-Western 

Railway. 1198. 

Grant to Indian-of the Eastern Bengal Railw'ay of the same faci¬ 
lities as European-. 136. 

Grievances of-on the South Indian Railway. 344-45. 

Issue of a circular by the District Traffic Superintendent of Lalmanirhat 
regarding working of trains by sick-. 137. 

Mileage allowance of-and assistant-in the Sonpur District, 

Bengal and North-Western Railway. 338-39. 
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GUAIID(S)— conld. 

Question re—contd. 

Number of-, class IV, on the North Western Eailway. 30. 

Number of Indian-in grade “ A ” and Anglo-Indian and Euro¬ 
pean -in grade “ B ” on the East Indian Eailway. 1312. 

Number of Indians appointed as-in grade “ A ” on the East Indian 

Eailway. 1296. 

Overworked-on the South Indian Eailway. 346. 

Pay and grading of mail-of the Eailway Mail Service. 667. 

Pay of Indian-on the Bengal and North-Western Eailway. 1322- 

23. 

Practice of employing assistant-to do the work of-without 

extra remuneration on the Bengal and North-Western Eailway. 
338. 

Promotion of-from “ B ” class to “ 0 ” class on the North Western 

Eailway. 410-11.* 

Promotion of-in the Moradabad Circle. 178. 

Promotion of Indians to “ A ” grade- on the East Indian Eail¬ 

way. 1312-13. 

Provision of quarters for the Indian-of the Eastern Bengal Eail¬ 

way stationed in Calcutta. 136. 

Treatment of Indian-and drivers on the South Indian Eailway. 

346-46. 

GUAEDS’ EUNNING EOOM— 

Question re grant of leave ivith pay to cooks and servants employed in 
the-on the Eastern Bengal Eailway. 138. 

GULAB SINGH, Sardar— 

Question re— 

Appointment of probationary upper subordinates in the Survey of India. 
882-83. 

Emplo}Tncnt of Sikhs as Controllers and Assistant Controllers of Stores 
on the North Western Eailway. 885. 

EmplojTuent of Sikhs as Extra Assistant Commissioners in the Sur\’’ey 
of India. 883. 

Employment of Sikhs in gazetted posts in the Indian Stores Depart¬ 
ment. 886. 

Emplojnnent of Siklis in the Civil Aviation Office. 884. 

Emplojunent of Siklis in the clerical establishments of the Government 
of India Presses at Delhi and Simla. 885-86. 

Employment of Siklis in the Imperial Service of Engineers in the Irri¬ 
gation Branch, Punjab. 883-84. 
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GULAB SINGH, HAWUAn—mUd. 

QiiCBtion rc — could, 

Employmoni of Sildis in iiic olUce of tlic Director, Wirc1c.Bs Telegrapliy, 
Simln. 880. 

Employment of Rtiulcnt engineers on Baihvayfl. 881-82. 

Inacleipiatc representat ion of Sikhs in the post ofiicc and the Kailway 
iilail Service in the I’linjnh. 105-00. 

Nomination of a qualified Sikh to the Indian Civil Service in 1928. 
49-50. 

Number of Sikhs employed as trafiic in.sj)cctors (Transportation 
branch) on the North Western Eaihvay. 885, 

Number of.Siklus, Hindus and Muhammadans in Anny Headquarters, 
the Imperial Secretariat and the Ilaihvay Board, 127. 

Number of Sikhs, Hindius, Muharamadan.s and Chri.stians in the Railway 
Clearing House at Delhi. 127-28. 

Paucity of Silchs in the Railway Clearing .A.ccount.'s Office, Delhi. 886. 

Refusal to allow Indian clerks of the Army Headqnarter.s and of the 
Imperial Secretariat to join the Indian Territorial Force. 884. 

Representation of Sikhs in the Military Accounts Department. 126- 
27. 

Resignation by Bedi Rnghbir Singh of his commission in the Indian 
Territorial Force, 124-2D. 

Sikli Inspectors of Coaching and Goods. 887. 

Silch, hluhamraadan, Hindu and Christian clerks, accountants, etc,, 
in the Militar}^ Accounts Department. 126. 

Resolution re education of girls and women in the territories adminis¬ 
tered by the Central Government. 1013-16, 

gundub;— 

Question re construction of a railway bridge over the-. 43. 

GUNTURr- 

Question re construction of overbridges or underbridges at the level cross¬ 
ings near-, Tenali and Nellore stations on the Madras and Southern 

Mahratta Railway. 1278. 

H 

HABIBULLAH, The Honourable Sir MUHAMMAD— 

Resolution re the Haj pilgrim traffic. 253-55, 256. 

HAIYA GHAT— 

Question re accident between-and Kishanpur railway stations on the 

Bengal and North-Western Railway. - 99-104. 

HAJ COMMITTEES— 

Question re — 

—679. 

at Bombay and Karachi. 319-20. 
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HAJI, Mb. SAEABHAI NEMCHAND— 

Question re— 

Admission of Indian boys into the Railway Engineering Seridce. 
1072-73. 

Appointment of Indians as Trade Commissioners abroad. 1083. 

Assessment of non-Indian shipping companies to super-tax. 1082- 
83. 

Banking Enquiry Committee. 901. 

Competitive examination for the Indian Medical Sendee. 901-03. 

Conveniences for third class passengers at the proposed Central Rail¬ 
way Station in Bombay. IOSItSS. 

Conversion of leave allowances at 2s. per lupee. 984-85. 

Deputation of the Chief Publicity Officer of the State Railways to 
America. 1085-86. 

Detention of the 19-ITp and 20-Down Express trains at Patuanda 
Mahabira Road Station. 1073. 

Expenditure on publicity for the State Railways. 1037. 

Grant of special facilities to passengers by the P. and 0. steamers 
regarding journeys on Indian Railways. 1083-84. 

Indian delegates to the International Labour Conference. 1082. 

Number of cml appointments to which Indian members of the Indian 
liledical Service will be admitted. 903. 

Number of persons employed in the Lighthouses Services. 900. 

Number of posters and pamphlets issued by the State Railways Pub¬ 
licity Departments. 1086-87. 

Printing of the Indian States Railway Magazine. 1086. 

Prolongation of the stay of the Government of India in New Dellii. 
1087-88. 

Qualifications for promotion to the grade of Head Light Keepers in the 
Madras Presidency. 900. 

Reservation of posts for Indian and European members of the Indian 
Medical Service. 904. 

Sea and Coast Light establishments in India. 900. 

Suitability of the position assigned to the third class waiting hall in the 
proposed Central railway station in Bombay. 1085. 

Surgeons General and Inspectors General of Civil Hospitals. 904. 

Tours of the President of the Legislative Assembly. 1087. 

Training of Indians in marine engineering. 1083. 

Training of Indians in marine wireless telegraphy. 1085. 
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HAJI, Me. SAKABIIAI NEMCirAlJD—ro/z/d. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Indian Navy. 907. 

Training of cadets on the training ships “ Conway ” and “ Worcester. 
905. 

Eeservatiou of tiio Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 69G-711, 714, 715, 716, 732, 733, 
1133, 1139, 1152. 1153-54. 

Besolution re the cable and wireless beam merger, 239-41, 

HAJ PILGRIMS- 
Qucstion re — 

Abolition of the deposit system in the case of-. 271. 

-. 01 . 

Repatriation of-who lose their return tickets. 270, 

Steamer fares diarged to-. 682. 

BAJ PILGRIM TRARFIC— 

Resolution re the-. 250-57, 568-72. 

HAJIS- 

Question re facilities for-on board pilgrim ships and at Kamaran and 

Jeddah. 682-83. 

BLALLA- 

Question re opening of a railway station to the west of- in Sind. 1280. 

HAND-BOOK— 

Question re public.ation of a-.showing the mode of recruitment to the 

various subordinate services under the Government of India. 147. 

HANDLOOM INDUSTRY— 

Question re effect of the Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Act on 
the-. 1074. 

HANSI— 

Question re opening of a railway line between Jind and- 'Vta Nar- 

maund. 913. 

HAPUR,— 

Question re opening of the railway from-to Luxar. 65-66. 

HARDWAR— 

Question re— 

Allegations against Rai Sahib Ralla Ram, retired station master of_ 

625. 

Separate waiting room for first and second class European passengers 
at-. 48. ^ 

Uncovered overbridge at-and Lhaksar on the East Indian Railway- 
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HATIYA— 

Question rc telegraphic connection between Noakhali and-and llie 

Sandwip Islands. 689. 

HATKHOLA SUB-POST OFPICE— 

Question re raising of the pay of the deputy postmaster, ——in Calcutta. 
1098-99. 

HAYAGHAT— 

Question rc— 

Allegations against railway officials in connection ivith the accident 
between-and Kishanpur on the Bengal and North-Western Rail¬ 

way. 693-94. 

Casualties in the accident between-and Kishanpur on the Bengal 

and North-Western Railway. 1320-21. 

HAZARA— 

Question re trial of cases under the Cantonments Act in-. Bannn and 

Dera Ismail Khan. 1122-23. 

HAZARIBAGH— 

Question re— 

Cess paid to the District Board,-, by the railway collieries situated 

in that district. 1179. 

Construction of railway lines from Barkakhana to Ranchi, Barkakhana 
to Daltonganj and-Road Station to-town. 1180. 

HEAD CLERK— 

Question re— 

Dismissal of a-in an office of a superintendent of post offices. 891. 

Tenure of the appointment of a-of the Appointment branch of a 

Postmaster General’s office. 78. 

HEAD IJGHT KEEPERS— 

Question rc qualifications for promotion to tlie grade of-in the Madras 

Pre.sidency. 900. 

HEAD]\MSTERS— 

Question rc pay of the-and teachers of Indian high or middle schools 

maintained by the East Indian Railway. 512. 

HEilLTH DEP.iRTMENT, NEW DELHI— 

Question rc conservancy chargc.s levied from duftaries by llic-. 339. 

HEALTH OEPICER, AhIBALA— 

Question rc alleged insult to a shop-keeper by Colonel William,——. 
1116-17. 
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HESBLTINE. Me.— 

Question re report of-on the clerical establisbraents of the Army 

Headquarters. 919. 

HEZLETT, Mr. J.— 

Oatli of Office. 1. 

HIDES- 

Question re abolition of the export duty on raw-, G94. 

HIGH COBIMISSIONER FOR INDIA— 

Question re absence of the-from the Peace Pact Ceremony in Pari*. 

680-81. 

HIGH COUET(S)- 

Question re— 

Amendment of the Government of India Act, so as to allow persons who 
are not lavyens to become Chief Justices of Indian-. 207-08. 

Amendment of the Government of India Act so as to make members 
of the Indian services eligible for appointment as Chief Justices of 
the-, 264-65. 

Apjjointment of a Sikh as a Judge of the-. 635. 

Continuance of the remission of terms allowed by the Inns of Court to 
valdls of Indian-to tjualify as barristers. 145. 

Dictum of Mr. Justice Madgaonkar of the Bombay-in the case of 

Emperor v. Jagardeo regarding the binding nature of treaties. 484. 

Eligibility of civilian judges for the office of the Chief Justice of a-. 

621-22. 

Extension of the Indian Bar Councils Act to the various-. 67. 

Names of the-Avhich have framed rules under the Indian Bar Coun¬ 

cils Act, 1926. 56. 

Total strength and religion of Judges of-in India. 407. 

Resolution re pay of Judges of the-. 572-94. 

HIGH COURT JUDGES— 

Question re appointment of-from the ranks of the Provincial Civil 

Service. 1066. 

HIGH COURT, PATNA— 

Question re— 

Remarks made by Mr. Justice Courtney Terrell, Chief Justice of the _ 

against Babu Jagac Narayan Lall, M.A., LL.B., M.L.C. 1176-77. 

Remarks made by the Honourable Mr. Justice Courtney Terrell, Chief 
Justice of the-, in Criminal Appeal No. 23 of 1928. 327-29. 

HIGH SCHOOLS— 

Question re pay of the headmasters and teachers of Indian_or middle 

schools maintained by the East Indian Railway. 642. 
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HTNDUCS)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of-to posts vacated by IMuslims in certain specified 

offices. 686-87. 

Employment of-and Musluns in vacancies occurring in the Railway 

Clearing Accounts Office, DelM, .since March, 1928. 1287-89. 

Names of Muslim and-graduates and under-graduates employed 

in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. Delhi, etc. 1291. 

Number of-and Moslems employed as superintendents, postmasters 

and clerks in aU the post offices in Sind. 330. 

Number of-and Muhammadan non-matriculates employed as 

reserve clerks or as candidates for reserve clerksliips in the Bihar and 
Orissa Postal Circle. 215. 

Number of-and Mussulmans in the Divisional Superintcndent’B 

Office, Moradabad, East Indian Eailwa 3 ^ 180-81. 

Number of-, Muhammadans and Sikhs employed in the offices of the 

Postmaster General, Punjab and North-West Frontier Ciiclc, and the 
Deputy Postmaster General, Railway Mail Service, Arabala. 523. 

Number of Muslim and'-clerks in certain specified offices of the 

Assam Bengal Railway. 995. 

Number of Muslim and-postal clerks and sub-postmasters employed 

under the postmasters, Peshawar and AbboUabad. 689-90. 

Number of Sikhs,-and Midiammadans in Array Headquarters, 

the Imperial Secretariat and the Railway Board. 127. 

Number of Sikhs,-, Muhammadans and Christians in the Railway 

Clearing House at Delhi. 127-28. 

Publication of an attack on-by the JIuhararaadau Ahmadi paper 

Sunrise, 913. 

Recruitment of-of Chittagong to the ])ro\’incial cadre of the Po-'^tal 

Service. 1190. 

Sikh, Muhammadan,-and Christian clerics, accountants, etc., in the 

Slilirnrjf Accounts Department. 126. 

HINDU CHILD MARRUGE BILT^ 

See " Bill(s) 

HINDU INHERITANCE (REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES) BILT.— 

Sce “ Bill(s) 

HINDU LAW— 

Question re codification of the-. 1075-76 

HINDU .MARRIAGE DISSOLUTION BILI^ 

Sec “ Bill(s) ” . 

M17GLA 
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HINDU MARTIIED WOMEN— 

Question re age of-. 92. 

HINDUSTAN TIMES- 

Question re report published in the-of July 7th under the head lines 

“ Racial arrogance in excelsis, ” etc. 265-66, 

HIRA SINGH, BRAE, Sabdar Bahadur, IIony, Captain— 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee, 626-29. 

HOLDER, Mr.— 

Que.stiou re promotion of-to the post of transportation iu.spector on 

the Eastern Bengal RaiI\va)L 134. 

HOLIDAYS— 

Question re — 

Curtailment of-in the Dinapur division of the East Indian Railway. 

1313-14. 

—, leave, etc., of the piece-workers of the Government of India Press 
at Calcutta. 1386, 

Muhanum-in the Impeiial Secretariat. 51. 

Payment of compensation to telegraphists and telegraph delivery peons 
for extra work on Sundays and-, 1051. 

Public-. 683. 

HOLIDAY WORK— 

Question re — 

Extra pay for Sunday and-for postal officials. 80. 

Grant of allowances to the clerks of the district offices of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway for Sunday and-. 137, 

HOME DEPARTftlENT— 

Alleged propaganda by the-against Mr. President. 739-62. 

Question re ciiculation to Post and Telegraph officials of the orders of the 

Government of India contained in the-Office Memorandum No. 

E. 176/25-Ests., dated the 5th February, 1926. 315. 

Statement by the Leader of the House regarding alleged propaganda by 
the-against Mr. President. 1245-48. 

HOSPITAL(S)— 

Question re — 

Annual amount required for the maintenance of the provincial_at 

Peshawar. 1075. 

Construction of a new-at Delhi. 76. 
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HOSPITAL(S)—confef.. 

Question re — contd. 

Donation by the Government of India to the provincial-at Pesbawar- 

1076. 

Employment of assistant surgeons with British medical qualifications 
as medical officers of British station-. 10G9. 

Employment of Muhammadans as doctors in the-in Delhi. 895. 

Grants made by the Local Government and the Government of India 
towards the completion of the provincial-at Peshawar. 1075. 

Number of-maintained by each of the State Railways, etc. 55G-57. 

Scheme for a provincial-at Peshawar. 1074. 

Scheme for a pro^^ncial-initiated by Colonel Brierley, Chief 

Medical Officer of the North-AVest Frontier Province. 432. 

The new A^ictoria-, Ajmer. 427. 

HOT AVATER— 

Question re total amount of coal used for-for baths of Honourable 

Members li\’ing in the Cart Road and Summer Hill quarters, Simla, 
during the last four years. 1107. 

HOUGHTON, Mr. BERNARD— 

Question re suppression of a radio message sent by-, a retired I, 0. S. 

officer, to the Free Press of India. 11 12. 

HOURS OF AVORK— 

Question re — 

-and weekly rest day of railway employees. 333-34, 57-59. 

-of duftaries in the Government of India offices. 340-41. 

-of duftaries in the office of the Director General of Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs. 340, 

HOUSE ACCOiiQIODATION— 

Question rc - for mihtary officers in the Peshawar Cantonment. 

1121-22. 

HOUSE RENT(S)— 

Question rc — 

Grant of-to station service men of the Telegraph Office, 997-98. 

High-in Delhi. 908. 

HOUSE RENT ALLOAVANCES— 

Question re — 

Grant of-to postal officials. 76. 

-sanctioned for sub-postmasters of offices converted into selection 

grade sub-offices. 879. 

rS 
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HOUSBS- 

Question re shortage of-and high rents in Dell]i, 102. 

HOUSING ACCOhlMODATION— 

Question rc— 

-for clerks of the Bailway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 605, 

Provision of — in Delhi for the oflicers and staffs of the Govemment 
offices transferred to that jdacc. 403. 

HUJIAN SACRIFICES— 

Question rc — 

Abolition of slavery and-in tlic Triangle and Naga Country. 75. 

-in Burma. 90-91. 

I 

ICE— 

Question rc— 

Stoppage of the import of-in Ainhaln. 1115-16. 

Stoppage of the import of’-of the Sirliind.-Factory in Amhala 

Cantonment. 1117-18. 


ZDPEAYEBS— 

Question rc refusal to grant leave to the hlnslim employees of the Loco, 
workshops at Bhatinda to say their-. 418-20. 

nHTATION TEAS— 

Question rc prevention of the import into India of_. 104. 

niMIGBATION LAW— 

Question re amendment of the-in Panama. 72 

IMPERIAL AGRICULTURAL SERIUCE— 

Question rcrecruRment of the_-from post-graduate students of the 

Agricultural Research Institute at Pusa. 521. 

IMPERIAL BANK OF INDIA— 

Question re — 

of Muhammadans in branches of the-in the Punjab. 

Number of branches of the-in the Punjab, etc. 430. 

Treatment of clerks in the Karachi branch of the_-. 276-7/ 

imperial customs SERVICE— 

. ; d .tudyleaTOto Emope to nppjr suboidiMtea of tie 
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IMPERIAL INDIAN 1\IAIL— 

Question re total additional revenue earned by the-^rim between Bombay 

and Calcutta. 485. 

IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, LONDON— 

Question re contribution by the Government of India to the- 325- 

26. 

IMPERIAL LIBRARY— 

Question re — 

Admission to the reading room of the-, Calcutta. 37. 

Employment of hluhammadans in the-. 129-30. 

Location of the-. 44. 

Opening by a clerk of the —— of a restaurant in the Library. 130, 

Sale of books and periodicals weeded out of the-, Calcutta. 131, 

IMPERIAI. lilAIL SERVICE— 

Question re duplication of the-from Bombay to Calcutta. 259-60, 

IMPERIAL RECORD DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Duties of clerks in the lower grade of the-. 566. 

Removal of the-from Calcutta to Dellii. 666. 

Revision of the pay of the clerical establishment of the-. 566-67. 

BIPERIAL SECRETARIAT— 

Question re— 

Muharrum holidays in the-. 51. 

Number of Sikhs, Hindus and Mulmmmadans in Army Headquarters, 
the-and the Railway Board. 127. 

Refusal to allow Indian clerks of the Army Headquarters and of the- 

to join the Indian Territorial Force. 884. 

IMPERIiVL SECRETARIAT DUFTARIES’ ASSOCIATION— 

Question re representation from the-regarding quarters in New Delhi. 

338. 

BIPERIAL SERVICES— 

Question re inclusion of certain subjects as optional subjects in certain-. 

132. 

' BIPERLVL SERVICE EXrBIINATIONS— 

Question re inclu.sion of certain subjects as optional subjects in certain 
specified-. 411-12. 

IMPERIAL SERVICE OF ENGINEERS— 

Question re employment of Sikhs in the-in the Irrigation Branch, 

Punjab. 883-84. 
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DIPORTS— 

Question rt — 

-of artificial flour. 991. 

-of foreign liquor. 8-9. 

-of vegetable ghee. 57. 

Prevention of the-into India of imitation teas. 101. 

Prohibition of the - of vegetable ghee. 45. 

IMPOSITORS- 

Question rc employment of-in the Government of India Pre.sscs on 

the piece-rate S 3 'stem. 1272-73. 

INCOME-TAX— 

Question rc provincial Government’s share of the-collected in Bihar 

and Orissa. 39. 

INCOME-TAX ACT— 

jScc “ Indian-” under “ Act(s) ”. 

INCOME-TAX (^UIENDMENT) BILL— 

5ec “ Indian-” under “ Billfs) 

INCOME-TAX ASSESSBES— 

Question re— 

Delay in the payment of refunds due to-. 201-05. 

Issne of notices to-to receive rcfxmd orders. ■ 204. 

Issue of notices to-to receive refund orders in cases in which the 

tax is reduced or cancelled. 204. 

default in making payraente of the 
INCOME-TAX, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS OF— 

Question re— 

Appointment of persons with judicial experience as- . 174. 

Manner and place of announcement of the orders passed by-under 

section 31 (7) of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, 203, 

INCOME-TAX AUTHORITIES— 

Question re information relating to details of expenses required by the_— 

from assessees. 1072. 

INCOME-TAX, COMMISSIONER OF— 

Question re removal of the office of 
to Patna. 921. 


Bihar and Orissa, from Ranchi 
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INCOME-TAX DEPARTMENT— 

Question re— 

Issue by tbe-of notices to wealtby assessees under section 34 of tbe 

Indian Income-tax Act. 1922. 167-73. 

Omission by tbe-, Calcutta, to furnisb information to assessees in 

the notice issued under section 34 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 
1922. 36. 

Removal of officers of the-for faUitre to pass the departmental 

examination. 549. 

Revision of the pay of the ministerial staff in the Customs Department, 
the-and the Cliief Account Office, Salt, Bombay. 331. 

INCOME-TAX OEEICERS— 

Question re — 

Duration of time allowed by-between the servdee of notice to parties 

and the date fixed for their attendance. 201-02. 

Giving of reasons for a decision or an assessment made b^ the-. 

173-74. 

Issue of instructions to-of Calcutta, regarding applications imder 

section 27 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 167. 

Issue of instructions to-regarding firms wliieh have been regi.stcrcd, 

199. 

Issue of orders by-to parties to give them interviews in tlicir offices. 

201 .' 

Payment of hhatta and travelling allowances to witne.sse.s summoned 
before-. 200. 

Production bj’’ a.ssessee3 of books, documents and evidence before-. 

200 . 

Publication of the tour programme.s of-in Sind. 199-200. 

Removal of-from their office bv the Commissioners of Income-tax. 

911. 

INCREMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Advanced-granted to officials of the office.s of the Director General, 

Posts and Tclegraplus, and the Accountant General, Posts and Tele¬ 
graphs, on their transfer from Calcutta to Delhi. 100. 

Annual-of superintendents of post officc-s. 217-18. 

Counting towards——-of officiating .servicc.s of superintendents of post 
offices. 218. 

Grant of-for the ])ast postal ser%'ice,s of the postal recruited men. 

108-09. 
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INCREMENT(S)—conir?. 

Question re — conid. 

Grant of personal pay and advance-to subordinate officials on the 

Great Indian PeniiLsula Railway. 514. 

-of a stenographer in the Foreign and Political Department. 1012. 

Reduction in the rate of-of first division clerks in the office of the 

Director General of Posts and Telegraph.s. 1328. 

INCREJIENT REGISTERS— 

Question re -of the employees of the Central Stationery Office. 428- 



Question re -of the subordinate staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

140. 

INDIA- 

Question re — 

Air Service to-. 92. 

Article in “-” regarding the Statutory Commission. 1164. 

Representation of the British Empire and the Dominions and-in 

the League of Nations. 89-90. 

INDIA HOUSE, LONDON- 
Question re-. 1281-82. 

INDIAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the poll-tax levied on-in Fiji. 46. 

Alleged insulting behaviour of European officers and engineers towards 
-worldng on the dredger “ Vizagapatam.” 119. 

Appointment of an-as a member of the Railway Board. 1088- 

89. 

Appointment of-as Trade Commissioners abroad. 1083. 

Appointment of-to the Foreign and Political Department. SO. 

Employment of-by the Empire Marketing Board. 329-30. 

Fines reabsed during the last three years from Europeans, Anglo-Indians 
and-employed on each of the State Railways. 555. 

Notice issued by the Passport Officer, Singapore, regarding passports 

for ■-wishing to travel to non-British territory after their arrival 

in Malaya. 211. 

Repatriation of-from South Africa. 283-84. 

Representation of-on the Legislative Council in Fiji 46 

Status of-in Fiji. 74. 
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rNDIAN(S)—cowicZ. 

Question re — contd. 

Total number of ^aiI^vay quarters occupied by-, Anglo-Indian and 

European employees on each of the State Eaihvays. 558. 

Training of-for higher service in the Forest Department. 53. 

Training of-in marine engineering. 1083. 

Training of-in marine wireless telegraphy. 1085. 

Training of-^to hold high posts under the Indian Central Cotton Com¬ 

mittee. 1102. 

INDIAN ARMY— 

Question re present strength of the British and-in India 1201. 

INDIAN ARMY LIST— 

Question re assistant compiler, —r- . 1302-03. 

INDIAN ARMY NURSING SERVICE— 

Question re present strength of the-. 1071-72: 

INDIAN AUXILIARY FORCE— 

Question re — 

Improvement and expansion of the -. 318. 

Powers of command over subordinate personnel of European officers of 

the-and Indian officers on the Special Indian Territorial Force 

List. 986-87. 

INDIAN BAR COUNCILS ACT— ^ 

See “ Act(s) ”, 

INDIAN CENTRAL COTTON COMMITTEE— 

Question re— 

Indianisation of the staff employed under the-. 1102. 

Number of officers of non-A.siatic domicile employed under the-. 

1102. 

Rendering of assistance by tlie-to the cultivators at the time of the 

failure of the cotton crop. 1102. 

Salaries paid to the Indian and non-Indian employees of the-. 

1102. 

Training of Indians to hold high posts under the-. 1102. 

INDL4N CHRISTIANS— 

Que.stion rc appointment of-to the superior jjublic services. 322. 

INDLIN CINEJLVTOGRAPH COMMITTEE— 

Sec “ Connnittee(.s) 
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INDIAN CIVIL SEIIVIGI5— 

Question re .— 

Appointment of an officer of the-as Controller of Printing and 

Stationery. 874. 

Nomination of a qualified Sikh to the-in 1928. 40-50. 

Nomination of a Sikh to the-. 1108-00, 

Nomination of Mr. Tarlochan Das Bedi to the-. 1108, 

Nominations to the-. 1107. 

Nomination.s to the-in 1028, 322. 

Provision for orphans and widow.s of Government servants other than 
members of the-. 535-3G. 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission relating to appointments to 
the-by promotions from the Provincial Services. 10G1-G5, 

INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATION— 

Question re— 

Prevention of Indians from competing at the-in London. 1282, 

Results of the--held in India in 1928. 23-21. 

INDIAN CORPS OF SIGNALS- 

Question re admission of Indian cadets to the-and the Royal Tank 

Corps. 433-35. 

INDIAN DIVORCE (AJIENDMENT) BILL- 
5ec “Bdlfs) ”. 

INDUN FINANCE BILL— 

See “ Billfs) ”. 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE— 

Question re— 

Admission of candidates from Debra Dun into the Indian Police and-. 

81-82. 

Employment of Muslims in the-. 536-37. 

Percentage ef vacancies in the-filled by promotion of officers of the 

Provincial Forest Service. 615-16. 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX ACT— 

' See “ Act(s) 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN INSURANCE COhIPANlES BILL— 

See “ BiU(s) ”. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


m 


INDIAOTSATION— 

Question re — 

Higlier administration and-of tlie Army in India coming within 

the scope of enquiry by the Indian Statutory Commission. 318. 

-of the higher grades of the technical and non-techmcal services 

of the Port Commissioners, Calcutta. 69. 

-of the services of Port Trusts. 1181-82. 

-of the staff employed imder the Indian Central Cotton Committee. 

1102. 

-of the staff of the Security Printing Press, Nasik. .279-80. 

INDIAN PENAL CODE (AMENDiVIENT) BILE— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN LAW REPORTS BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”, 

INDIAN MARKETS— 

Question re speech delivered hy Lord Burnham regarding-for British 

goods. 205-07. 

INDIAN MEDICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Admission of members of the-to the Indian Medical Service. 1067, 

Educational qualifications for admission into the-. 1068. 

Employment of officers of the-in the 90 civil medical posts to be 

released for the Provincial Medical Services. 1185-86. 

Enhancement of pensions of members of the-. 537. 

Shortage of officers in the-. 1067-68. 

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Admission of members of the Indian Medical Department to the-, 

1067. 

Competitive examination for the-901-03. 

Concessions to officers of the-, 619. 

Counting towards pension, promotion, etc., of service rendered under the 
P^o^^ncial Governments by officers who volunteered for service in 
the-during the War. 620-21. 

Difficulty in supplying the Civil Medical Department with officers from 
the military branch of the-. 1067. 

Number of Indian and European officers of the-engaged in military 

and civil duties. 1300. ^ 

Number of civil appointments to which Indian members of the_will 

be admitted. OOS > 
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INDIAN MEDICAL SBRVlCB-con<(Z. 

Question re— conid. 

Permaiieut retention in ci^l employ of oificers of the —- transferred 
temporarily from the military to the civil .side, etc. 1182-85. 

Reservation of posts for Indian and European members of the-■, 

904. 

Shortage of officers in the--. lOGG, 

INDIAN aiERCITANT SHirPiNG (AMENDlilENT) BILL~ 

Sce “ Bill{s) 

INDIAN JIBT-EOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question rc appointment of Sikhs to the-. 521. 

INDIAN MINES (AJIENDJIENT) BILT.— 

See “ Bill(.s) 

INDIAN MINING ASSOCIATION— 

Question re representation of the East Indian Railway on-, Calcutta. 

612-13. 

INDIAN NAVY- 

Question re -. 90G-07. 

INDIAN PATENTS AND DESIGNS (AhlENDMENT) BTLL- 
■ See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN PENAL CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL-(A^IENDMEKT OF SEC¬ 
TION 43)- 

See“Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN POLICE— 

Question re admission of candidates from Dehra Dun into the_and 

Indian Forest Service. 81-82. 

INDIAN POLICE ASSOCIATION— 

deputation of the-to His Excellency the Viceroy. 43, 

INDIAN POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT— 

Question re— 

Discontent among the subordinates of the Electrical branch of the 
-. 514. 

Recruitment on a communal basis in the-. 1080. 

INDIAN RAILWAY MAGAZINE— 

Question re admission of the —— to the privileges of the Press Room of the 
Government of India. 396-97. 

INDIAN REPRESENTATIVES— 

Question re appointment of •—- at Geneva. 333. 
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INDIAN SANDHURST COmUTTEE-^ 

See “ Committee(s) 

INDIAN SECUBITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”, 

INDIAN SOLDIEES— 

See “ Soldiers ” . 

INDIAN STATES— 

Question re compulsory retirement of sub-assistant surgeons deputed 
to-in Rajputana. 493-94. 

INDIAN STATES COMJnTTEE— 

Question re — 

Expenditure on the-. 1283. 

Report of tbe-. 1054. 

INDIAN STATES RAILWAY MAGAZINE— 

Question re— 

Amount of money paid by tbe Railway Publicity Department to the 
Times of India in respect of tbe printing of the-. 1090. 

Printing of tbe-. 1086, 

INDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION— 

Question re— 

Article in India regarding the-. 1161. 

Higher administration and Indianisation of the Army in India coming 
within the scope of enquiry by the-. 318. 

Procedure of the-. 890. 

Supply to the-of the Report of the Nehru Commit lee. 1202. 

INDIAN STORES DEPARTI^DUNT— 

Question re— 

Deputation of the Chief Controller of Stores,-, to Ce^don. 1010. 

Discontent among the members of the staif of the-. 1010. 

Emplovment of Sildis as assistants and superintendents in the-, 

1091. 

Em])loyment of Sikhs in gazetted posts in the-. 880. 

Perma7ient location of the headquarters of the-. 1388. 

Total number of daftrics, peons, farashes and menials employed in the 
-, etc. 1318-19. 

INDIAN SUCCESSION (AiilENDIilENT) BILD- 
Scc “ Biil(s) •’. 
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INDUN SUCCESSION (SECOND AlilENDMENT) BILL- 
See “ Bil!(8) 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX ACT— 

See “ Act(s) ” . 

INDIAN TARIFF (AMENDJIENT) BIliL- 
See “ Bill(8) 

INDIAN TARIFF (COTTON YARN iUIBNDMENT) ACT- 
Scc “ Act(s) 

INDLVN TELEGRAPH DEP.UlTiMENT— 

Question re grant of study leave to Europe to iipjjcr subordinatca of 
t!ic-. 1187. 

INDIAN TERRITORIAL FORCE- 
Questioii re— 

Establishment of an urban unit of the-in Calcutta. 66. 

Improvement and expansion of the-. 318, 

Number of urban and rural units of the-. 887-89. 

Powers of conunnnd over subordinate personnel of European officers of 

tlie Indian Auxiliary Force and Indian officers on the Special-List. 

98G-S7. 

Refusal to allow Indian clerks of the Army Headquarters and of the 
Imperial Secretariat to join the-. 881. 

Resignation by Bedi Raghbir Singh of his commission in the-. 

124-25. 

Retention of officers of the-of their honorary ranks after retire¬ 

ment, etc. 692. 

•INDIAN TERRITORIAL FORCE (AMENDAIENT) BILL— 

See“Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN TRADE UNIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ BiU(s) ”. 

INDO-CBYLON CABLES- 

Question re inefficiency of the-. 495. 

INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR, DEPARTMENT OF— 

Question re — 

Employment of Muslims in the Public Works Branch of tbe_ 

1284. 

Revival of the Labour Bm-eau in the-. 343-44. 

INFERIOR SERVANTS— 


Question re leave and pension rules for-- of Government 73 
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INLAM) BILLS— 

Question re terms of the loans from the Government of India under section 
20 of the Paper Currency Act, against-. 83-84. 

INLAiro BONDED WABEHODSES (AJIENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INNES, Sir CHARLES— 

Question re description by-of travel on the Indian EaUways the 

cheapest travel in the world. 1S8-S9. 

INNS OE COURT— 

Question re continuance of the remission of terms allowed by the- 

to vakils of Indian High Courts to qualify as barristers. 14D. 

INSPECTIONS— 

Question re periodical —— by Postmasters General of the several branches 
of their offices. 78. 

INSPECTOR OE INCOME-TAX— 

Queistion re memorial of Maung Ba Obn, late-, Bazar Circle, 

Rangoon. 1077. 

INSPECTORS— 

Question re — 

Departmental examination for-and superintendents’ head dorks 

in tlie Postal Department. 107-08. 

Inadequate staff of-in the Ganjam postal division. 77. 

Total cadre of-, preventive officers and appraisers in the Custom 

House, Karachi. 407-08. 

INSPECTOES-GENERAL OE CIVIL HOSPITALS- 
Question re Surgeons General and-. 901. 

INSPECTORS OF COACHING AND GOODS— 

Question re Sikh-. 887. 

INSPECTORS OF POST OFFICES— 

Question re — 

Appointment of postal clerk.s ns town-. 533-34. 

Duties of town-. 1100. 

Duties of town-in Calcutta. 1290. 

Duties of town-in Madras and Calcutta, respectivelv. etc. no.’s, 

1112 . 

Grievances of town-. 1003. 

Inspection of the selection grade combined delivery .sub-post offices by 
mufassil-. 1296. 
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INSPECTOES OE POST OPEICES-conieZ. 

Question re— contd. 

Minimum pcuy of clerks and town-in Bombay town after tbe intro¬ 

duction of tbe time-scale of pay. 1113. 

Non-revision in 1920 of the pay of town-in Bombay town. 1113. 

Number of town-in the Punjab and North-West Erontier Circle, 

etc. 1006. 

Pay of-, etc. 108. 

Powers of appointment, ti-ansfer and punishment of subordinates vested 
in the town-. 1112. 

Powers of appointment, transfer and punishment of subordinates vested 
in the town-, Madras. 1105. 

Eepresentation from Mr. Peshawari Mall, town-, Peshawar. 

529-30. 

E eversion of town-in Bombay, etc. 1310. 

Eeversion of town-in Bombay to the rank from which they were 

originally recruited. 1309-10. 

Eeversion to the clerical line of town-. 1310. 

Eevised scale of pay for town-. 1103. 

Eevision of the pay of town-. 1106-07,1181. 

Starting pay of postal clerks and-in Bombay town prior to the 

introduction of the time-scale of pay. 1113. 

Starting rates of pay of town-in Calcutta and Madras before the 

introduction of the time-scale of pay in 1920. 1106, 1112. 

Town-. 1005-06. 

Town-in Bombay town. 1113-14. 

Town-in Calcutta. 920. 

Town-in the Bengal, Bombay and United Provinces Postal Circles. 

1166. 

Town-in the Punjab Circle. 523. 

Town-- in the United Provinces and Bengal Postal Circles. 1166. 

Town-in the United Provinces Postal Circle. 1165-66. 

Town-, Peshawar. 528-29. 

INSTITUTIONS- 

Question re names of-to which grants were made by the Bombay 

and Sind Customs. 492. 

INSTRUCTION, COURSE OE— • 

Question re payments to Officers of University Training Corps for periods, 
spent in camp or at any authorised--. 9 g 5 _ ^ ^ 
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INSUEANCE— 

Question re sicimess-. 332. 

INSURANCE COMPANIES BILL— 

See “ Indian-” under “ Bill(s) 

INTEREST— 

Question re crediting to the Railway Revenue Receipts of the-on 

Reserve Fund of Indian Railways. 184. 

INTERLOCEING INSPECTORS— 

Question re number of-on the North ^Yeste^n Railway drawing from 

400 to Rs. 675 per mensem. 31. 

INTERIMEDIATE AND SECONDARY EDUCATION— 

Question re estahlisliment of a Board of-for Rajputana and Ajmer- 

Merwara. 323. 

INTERIMEDIATE AND THIRD CLASS CAREIAGES— 

Question re provision of fans in-on the Nortli lYcstern Railway, 

28-29. 

INTERMEDIATE CLASS COMPARTMENTS— 

Question rC'— 

Attachment of-for female passengers close to the engine on the 

East Indian and Eastern Bengal Railways. 414-15. 

Doors of-on the metre gauge and broad gauge railways. 415. 

Lavatories in the third and-on the Kallca-Simla Railway. 520-21. 

INTERIMEDIATE CLASS FARES— 

Question re reduction of-on the East Indian Railway, 40. 

INTERMEDIATE CLASS PASSENGERS— 

Question rc waiting rooms for-at stations on the Sind section of the 

North Western Railway. 27-28. 

INTERNAL SECURITY TROOPS— 

Question rc — 

Number of Indian and Britisli-. 477-78. 

Ratio of Indian to Britisli soldiers in {«) the field army, (b) covering 
troops, and (c) -. 478. 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF AGRICDI.TURE. RO]\IE— 

Question re -. 324 -25. 

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE— 

Question rc Indian delegates to the-, 1082. 

INTOXICANTS— 

Question rc exjienditure per head of the population in India on liquort 
and-. 292-94. 
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INVALID PENSIONS- 

Question re grant of --to postmen and telegraph messengers, 1100. 

INVESTIGATING INSPECTORS- 

Question re -in the office of ilie Postmaster General, Bombay. 879. 

IRELAND, Mb.— 

Question re re-employment of-, a dismissed railway seivant, on the 

East Indain Railway. 83. 

IRREGULARITIES - 

Question re alleged -and corrupt practices in the Railway Clearing 

Accounts Office, Delhi. 1110-11. 

IRRIGATION BRANCH, PUNJAB— 

Question re employment of Sikhs in the Imperial Serv’ice of Engineers 
in the-. 883-84. 

IRRIGATION PURPOSES— 

Question re use of drinlring wmter for-in Ambala Cantonment. 1116. 

ISHURDI-PABNA SHADHUGANJ RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s) 

ISLAM— 

Question re article in the Times of India regarding the Pounder of-. 

536. 

ISMAIL KHAN, Mr.— 

Question re — 

Abolition of Railway Mail Ser^^ce circles. 400. 

Action of the Special Magistrate in the municipality of Peshawar in 
holding his Court in the evenings. 496. 

Advanced increments granted to officials of the offices of the Director 
General, Posts and Telegraphs and the Accountant General, Posts 
and Telegraphs, on their transfer from Calcutta to Delhi. 400. 

Elected representative for the North-West Frontier Province in the 
Legislative Assembly. 498-99. 

Executive officers in cantonments. 499. 

Muslim graveyard outside Dabagri Gate in Peshawar Cantonment 
496. 

Paucity of Muslim clerks and accountants in the Military Accounts 
Department, North-West Frontier Province. 497-98. 

Recruitment for the superior services of the North Western Railway of 
. Muslims from the North-West Frontier Province. 496-97. 
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ISMAIL KHAN, m.--co7itd. 

Question re — contd. 

Restriction of the supply of electric current by the electric power house 
in Meerut Cantonment to military needs. 499-500. 

The Shikoabad-Etah-Kasganj Line. 499. . 

ISWAR, SARAN, Munshi— 

Motion for Adjournment re attack on the President of the Le^slative 
Assembly by the Times of India. 149-51. 

Question (Supplementary) re dictum of Jlr. Justice Madgaonkar of the 
Bombay High Court in the case of Emperor v. Jagardco regarding 
the binding nature of treaties. 484. 

Resolution re pay of Judges of the High Courts. 586-87. 

IYENGAR, Mr. A. RANGASWAAII— 

Amendments to the Standing Orders. 1416-18. 

Question re — 

■ Constitution of Provincial Public Services Connnission. 92»93. 

Deposits held by the Government of India under the Civil Account Code 
with the Accountants General in the various provinces. 94-95. 

Land revenue legislation. 93-94. 

Total amount of deposits held by the Government of India to the 
credit of Provincial Governments. 95. 

The Cauvery-Mettur Project. 95-96. 

IYENGAR, hiR. S. SRINIVASA— 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Objection taken by I\Ir. Lalchand Navalrai to the-being proceeded 

with, as copies of the Bill had not been made available to him three 
days beforehand. 350. 

Indian Trade Unions (Amendment) Bill. 

lilotion to pass. 946. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 651- 
63. 

Motion to consider Report of the Select Committee. 1361-68. 
Resolution re pay of Judges of the High Courts. 589-91. 

J 


JAGADHRI— 

Question re railway line between Thanesar and 


913. 
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JAGAEDEO- 

Question re dictum of Mr. Justice Madgaonlmr of tEe Bombay Higb Court 

iu tbe case of Emperor v. -regarding tbe binding nature of 

treaties. 484. 

JAGAT NAEAYAN BALL, Babu— 

Question re remarks made by Mr. Justice Courtney Terrell, Chief Justice 

of the Patna High Court, against-, M.A., LL.B., M.L.C. 1176- 

77. 

JAGGERY— 

Question re reduction of the railway freight on sugar, bicra, -and 

sliakkar. 1078-79. 

JAKHAL— 

Question re — 

Opening of a broad gauge railway between-and Sirsa via Eatehabad 

913. 

Opening of a metre gauge railway between-and Bhattu via Fateha- 

bad. 913. 

JAMALPXJE— 

Question re grant of preference to students of the Oakgrove School in the 
selection of apprentices for the East Indian Eailway workshops and 
the technical school at-. 416-17. 

JAJVINADAS, Seth— 

Question re — 

Failure of crops in the Jubbulpore district and parts of Bengal. 131, 

Grant of a pension or gratuity to the widow of Mr. Madan Gopal, late a 
postal employee in the Central Prordnces. 131. 

Inclusion of certain subjects as optional subjects in certain Imperial 
services. 132. 

JAYAEAE, Me. M. E.— 

Public Safety (Eemoval rom India) Bill- 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 471, 782- 
87,829, 835, 836. 

Motion to consider Eeport of the Select Committee. 1369. 

Question re — 

Competitive examination for the Indian Medical Service. 903. 

Deportation of Mr. Mehar Singh Eait, an Indian student, from the United 
States of America. 10-11. 

Increase in the pay and pension of Government peons and menial staff. 
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JAYAEjm, Mr. M. R.—contd, 

Question re — contd. 

Introduction of a Bill for the institution of an All-India Accountancy 
Board. 680. 

Naturalisation of Indians in the United States of America. 679-80. 

Suicide of Vishundas Bagai, a Hindu art dealer of San Francisco 

10 . 

Question (Supplementary) re confiscation of the book entitled Politics 
of oil. 481. 

JEDDAH— 

Question re — 

Facilities for Hajis on pilgrim ships and at Kamaran and •—^— . 682- 
83. 

Steamer fares to-from different Indian ports. 23, 

JESSOEE DISTEICT— 

Question re replacement of the branch post office at Naldi in the-by 

a .sub-office. 1268. 

JHANSI— 

Question re restoration and preservation of the building connected wilh the 
memories of Eani Laxmi Bai of-. 22. 

JHAEIA COALFIELDS— 

Question re unworked resources of coal of 13, 14, 15, 17 and 18 seam left 
workable in the-. 565. 

JIND— 

Question re opening of a railway line between-and Hansi via 

Narmaund. 913. 

JOGIAH, Me. V. V.— 

Question re — 

Adequate representation of Telogus in the Audit 0 ffice of the Vir-ngnpa- 
tam Harbour Construction. 118. 

Allegations against Mr. Abseil, a junior officer in the Dinapur divi.‘;ion 
of the East Indian Eailway. 1172-73, 

Alleged harassment by the District Jlagistratc of Burdwon and the 
police of the strikers at Asamol, East Indian Eaihvny. 1170- 
71. 

Alleged insulting behaviour of European officers and engineers toward.^ 
Indians working on the dredger “ Vizagapatam.” 119. 

Amendment of the gratuity rule.'; of State Bailway,';, 559. 

Appointment of Chief Engineer on the suction dredger “ Vizngapalam." 
118-19. 

i" 
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JOGIAH, Mr. V. Y.—conld. 

Question rc — conld. 

Case of Mr. Nonito.sli Miildierjec, Ifitc a relieving station master of I lie 
IIovTali division, East Indian Enihvay. 1176. 

Census of the children of school-going age of the employees on each of the 
State Railwaj'.s. 067. 

Classification of time recorder attendants and seal checkers as menials on 
the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 653. 

Condonation of break in service of subordinate employees on State Rail* 
ways. 558. 

Constitution of a Central 'Wages Board, etc, 059, 


Dismissal of 04 workmen employed in the workshops atLillooah, Bast 
Jxidw-v JR 0 .iJw.a 7 . J17J, 

Ejectment from their quarters of the workers of the Ondal workshop, 
East Indian Railway. 1169-70. 

Engagement of a contractor to pa}-^ the salaries to the staff employed 
on the East Indian Railway. 11G8-C9, 


Eacilities for the grant of advances and rations to employees of the State 
Railways. 555. 

Eines realised during the last three years from Europeans, Anglo- 
Indians and Indians employed on each of the State Railways. 555. 

Forms of ser\dcc bonds or agreements executed by the different em¬ 
ployees on each of the State Railways. ~ 555. ^ _^ 

r-' ** * ^ 

.n'cc.< of Stale Railways before 
5.7.5-nfi. 

Grant of casual leave to depart . , . t '•n 

A / i..! r>i«cr^ri; /y. 


Eurnisliing of charge sheets to emph 
reduction, removal or dismissal. ” 


Grant of casual leave to sign'fJorc 
79. 


.mental branch po.stmasters. 


iilfrrs in the combined post offices. 78- 
to employee.^ on each of the State 


Grant of certain classes of allowan^ 

Railways. 553. 

Grant of house-rent allowances to postV ^ officials 

Hours of rest of the staff of the suctio 
118. 


76. 


dredger “ Vizagapatnm. 


Inadequacy of the special allowances to postal\fBcmIs emp/oj^ed in the 
Agency Tracts of the Ganjam di\asion. 77. 

Inadequate staff of inspectors in the Ganjam post^division. 77 .- 

Infliction of fines on, and deductions, from the wages o^employees on the 
State Railways, 666 . 

Issue of passes to the officers and Workers of the East Indian Railway 
Union. 1168. ^ 


Leave rules of the subordinate anff menial staff on each of th 6 State 
Hallways, etc. 556. 
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JOGIAH, SIR. V. Y.—contd. 

Question re — GO)itd. 

Loss sustained by the East Indian Railway on account of tlic lock-out 
at Lillooah, etc. 1171. 

Minimum wages of each class of workers on the State Railways. 552. 

‘ Monthly wages bill of the staff employed in each of the different grades of 
different classes of employees on each of the State Railways. 553. 

Number of days elapsing between the conclusion of the period of work 
and the actual payment of wages on each of the State Railwaj’^a. 
554. 

Nmnber of educational institutions started by each of the State Railways. 
558. 

Number of employees employed below the authorised minimum of the 
different grades of different categories of emplojunent on each of the 
State Railways. 651. 

Number of employees in each of the grades of different classes of employ¬ 
ment on State Railways who reached their maximum three or more 
years ago, etc. 554. 

Number of hospitals maintained by each of the State Rnilwaj’-.s, etc. 
656-67. 

Number of hours of actual dredging done by the suction dredger “ Vizag- 
apatam,” etc. 119-20. 

Number of Indian transportation inspectors, commercial inspectors, 
etc., on the East Indian RailwajL 1173-74. 

Number of posts assigned to each grade of each of the different catego¬ 
ries of employment on each of the State Railways. 551. 

Number of working days lost and the number of men involved in each 
of the trade disputes on each of the State Railways since 1925. 
1204. 

Opening of employment bureaux on each of the State Railways. 659- 
60. 

Paucity of signallers in the Ganjam postal division. 77. 

Pay of “ A ” Class ticket collectors on the East Indian Railway. 1171 
72. 

Pay of clerks on State Railways. 653. 

Periodical inspection by Postmasters General of tlic several branches of 
their offices. 78. 

Placing of some employees of the Engineering workshops on the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway on daily rates of pay. 552. 

I’osts e.xclusively filled by Europeans and Anglo-Indians on each of the 
State Railways. '551. 
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JOGIAH, Mn. V. Y.—concld. 

Question re — condd. 

Posts on different State Railways filled up by seniority, direct recruit¬ 
ment, etc. 65d. 

Promotion of Indian workers who have passed examinations from the 
Training School at Chandausi. 1173, 

Promotion to the higher grades of Indian station masters. 1174- 
75. 

Railway institutes, 1204. 

Recognition by the Agent of the East Indian Railway Union. 1167- 

68 . 

Recognition of railway unions. 5G0, 

Reduction of a ticket collector at Patna junction. East Indian Railway. 
1172. 

Reduction of employees as a punishment on each of the State Railways, 
554. 

Regulation of the wages and allowances of railway employees. 552. 

Remuneration of railway employees at higher rates for night duty, etc. 
653. 

Rules governing the issue of uniform, free passe.s, etc., to the staff on the 
various State Railways. 559. 

State Railway schools and pay of teachers employed in them. 1204- 
05. 

Station Committees on State Railwaj's. 558. 

Station Master of Patna Junction, East Indian Railway. 1175. 

Supply to the offices in the Gaujam dmsion of Ooriya translations of 
publications concerning the Postal department. 78. 

Tenure of the appointment of a head clerk of the Appointment branch 
of a Postmaster General’s office. 78. 

Total number of female workers and persons under 12 years of age 
employed on each of the State Raihvays. 551. 

Total number of railway quarters occupied by the Indian, Anglo-Indian 
and European employees on each of the State Railways. 558. 

Wages of railway employees. 552. 

Withdrawal of recognition from railway unions. 559. 

Workers employed on daily rates of pay on each of the State Railways. 
551-62. 

Working conditions of the railway employees on each of the State Rail¬ 
ways. 550-51. 

Trade Disputes Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 1223-26. 
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JOSHI; Mb. N. M.— 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 358. 

Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Bill—(Amendment of section 43)— 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 373-78, 379, 384. 

Indian Trade Unions (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 941-43. 

Motion to pass. 946. 

Match Industry (Protection) Bill— 

Addition of a new clause after clause 2. 976-79, 980, 981. 

Pubhc Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 449, 471, 
473, 630, 671-75, 779, 780, 800, 807, 833, 834, 835. 

Motion to consider Report of the Select Committee. 1378. 

Question re— 

Abolition of the existing training schools at Lovedale and Coonoor. 
1064. 

Abolition of the Western Circle of the Railway l\Iail Service at Poona. 
106. 

Accident in the Medidhi colliery. 341-42. 

Administration of the Fines Funds on Railways. 395-96. 

Admission of the Indian Railway Magazine to the privileges of the Press 
Room of the Government of India. 396-97. 

Admission of the public to the shed ofiBces at Wadi Bimder, Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 546. 

Alleged assault by the Foreman of the Vacuum Brakeshop on Mohammad 
Hussain, a workman of the Carriage and Wagon shops at Moghulpura. 
337. 

Alleged wrongful confinement of workmen of the South Indian Raihvay 
by the foreman at Golden Rock. • 346-47. 

Amendment of the Workmen’s Compensation Act. 335. 

Appeals of Government servants. 87-6-77. 

Appointment of Indian representatives at Geneva. 333. 

Appointment of Mr. J. Methais, an Anglo-Indian, as an Audit Inspector 
'in the ofhee of the Chief Auditor, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
1063. 

Centralisation of the Local Audit Offices of State Railways. 1062. 

Chief Goods Inspector at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way. 547. 
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JOSHI, Mn. N. ll-contd. 

Questiou re — contd. 

Classification of guards, engim*. drivers and ticket collectors on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Pailway. .509-11. 

Conservancy cliarge.s levied from duftiiries by the. Health Department in 
New Delhi. 9:19, 

Construction of family quarters for duflarics in fsinila. 330-40. 

Contract relating to tlic supply of wood fuel to the Roliilkhand and 
Kuinaon Pailway. 1101. 

Conviction of the Acting Trafiic Manager of the, Ufadras and Southern 
Mahrattn Railway of a criminal offence. 344. 

Daily paid men in the Storo.s branch of the Telegraph Department. 
001 - 02 . 

Death from siialcc bite of Daffatray Shivlal. a cabin man employed 
on the Great Indian Peninsula Pailwny. 012-43. 

Deductions from the wages of workers. 334. 

Defective block instruments in use on the South Indian Railway. 
347-48. 

Delivery peons of the Telegraph Department, oOO-Ol. 

Departmental o.vaminnf.ion for inspectors and superintendents’ head 
clerks in the I’ostal Department. 107-08, 

Departmental examination for postal accountants. 107. 

Departmental examinations for subordinates in post office.'!. HQ. 

Departmental test for candidates before cmplojuncnt in the post office 
in Bombay, 879-80. 

Difficulty in obtaining leave by guards on the South Indian Railway. 
34G. 

Discharge of Babu Bankim Cliandra JIukerjee, a clerk in the District 
Loco. Superintendent’s Office, Eastern Bengal Railw.ay, Dacca. 
138.5-8fi. 

Discharge of five men employed at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Penin-i 
sula Railway. 514. 

Discharge of temporary clerks employed at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 543-44. 

Discontent among the subordinates of the Electrical branch of the 
Indian Postal and Telegraph Department. 514. 

Dismissal or discharge of employees of the Bengal and North-Western 
Railway. 1063. 

Distinction in the rates of pay of clerks employed at Wadi Bunder, Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 544-46. 

Education of the children of railway employees. 31 
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JOSHI, Me. N. M.— contd. 

Question re — conid. 

Ejectment from their quartets of the-workers of the Ondal workshop. 
East Indian Railway. 1170. ’ 

Employment of a non-qualified lady clerk in the General Post Office, 
Bombay. 880. 

Employment of Telie%dng staff on the permanent establishment of the 
office of the Chief Auditor, Great Indian Peninsula Eailwa\L 1060- 
61. 

Enquiry by the Agent of the East Indian Railway into the grievances 
of the men employed at the Lillooah workshops. 337. 

Establishment of a branch of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office 
in Madras. 1062. 

Estahhshmeut of Public Employment Bureaux or Labour Exchanges. 
332. 

Examination for clerks in the Central Telegraph Office at Madras. 
109-10. 

Extension of time for the termination of the agreements with the train- 

- ing schools at Lovedale and Coonoor. 1064. 

Grant of a weekly rest day to the staff of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 512-13. 

Grant of casual and privilege leave to the subordinate staff of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 513. 

Grant of concessions to the staff of the State Railways Audit Offices 
transferred to the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 1062- 
63. 

Grant of family travelling allowance to duftaries during the moves of the 
Government of India between Simla and Delhi. 339. 

Grant of help to the wdow and family of IVIr. Ganpati A 3 'er, late head 
sorter, Ko. 8 Section, Railwaj' Mail Service, Bangalore citv. 106. 

Grant of increments for the past postal services of the post.al recruited 
men. 108-09. 

Grant of leave and provident fund p^i^^leges to the menial staff em¬ 
ployed in the various administrative offices of the Great Indian Penin¬ 
sula Railway in Bomba 3 ^ 1060. 

Grant of pensions to mistries. 109, 

Grant of personal paj- and advance increments to .subordinate officials on 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railwaj". 514. 

Grievances of guards on the Soutli Indian Railwa^^ 311-15. 

Hours of work and weekH’ rest dav for railway emplo\'ees. 

(1) Hours of work of duftaries in the Government of India office.'^.') ^^ 

(2) Location of the Government of India offices in Delhi. J ' 
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JOSHI, Mr. N. M.—C0JR<?. 

Questiou re—conl(L 

Hours of worlc of diiftitric-s in the ofTioe of the Director General of Posts 
and Telcgraj)]i8, .'HO, 

House-rent ali(nvnnce.s for Kiib-postinasters of oflicc-s converted into 
.selector! grade sub-oflice.'^, ft79. 

Increase in tlie sub.sistence allowance of task work peon.s in the Telegraph 
Department. 500. 

Inordinate delay in the payment of salarie.s to the subordinate stall of 
the Great Indian Peninsiil.a Hailwny. 511-12. 

Investigating inspectors in the oflice of the Postmaster General, 
Bombay, 870. 

Labour legislation, 343-‘M. 

Leave and pension rules njrjdicablc to inferior servants. 336. 

Loading of wagons at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Peninsula Bailway. 
.547. 

Lo.ss caused to the East Indian Bnilw.i}' by the .strikes at Liilooah, 
Asansol and Ondal. 337. 

Low rates of kit convevance allowance sanctioned for postal officials 
working on transfer at Baroda. 877-78. ^ 

I^Iethod of making selections for promotion amongst the ordinary clerical 
establisliment of offices. 332. 

Mileage allowance of guards and assistant guards in the .Sonpur district, 
Bengal and North-'Western Eailwa}'. 338-39. 

Miniitmra educational qualifications of clerks in tire post office. 880. 
New leave rules for subordinates on railways. 1061. 

Number of Indians in the first division of the Traffic branch in the 
Telegraph Department. 398. 

Number of locomotives fitted %vith electric searchlights. 337-38. 

Number of men reverted from the ExperimentalWireless branch to the 
Traffic branch of the Telegraplr Department. 398-99. 

Number of officials in the General Post Office, Bombay, on the super¬ 
annuation list. 878. 

Number of telegraphists nominated to the Testing branch in the Bombay 
Central Telegraph Office to learn testing, etc. 548. 

Offering of permanent employment to paid candidates working at Wadi 
Bunder, Great Indian Peninsula Bailway. 544. 

Overworked guards on the South Indian Railway. 345. 

Pay, leave and pension of seamen employed in the Royal Indian Marine. 
609 ” 10 , 

Pay of inspectors of post offices, etc. 108. 
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JOSHI, Me. M. 'k.—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Pay of probationers and reservists in offices administered by the Central 
Board of Revenue in Bombay. 331. 

Pay of the stafE employed at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 645-46. 

Pay of the subordinate staff of the office of the- Chief Auditor, Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 1061. 

Payment of compensation to telegraphists and telegraph delivery peons 
for extra work on. Sundays and holidays. 1061. 

Practice of employing assistant guards to do the work of guards ivithout 
extra remuneration on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 338. 

Present scale of pay of the ticket-printing staff attached to the office of 
the Chief Auditor, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1059-60. 

Promotion of paid candidates working at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 544. 

Promotion of subordinate employees of tlie Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 508-09. 

Promotion of subordinates to superior appointments on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway 1058-59, 

Prompt payment of Avages. 334. 

Receipt by telegraph peons of payment for more than one telegram 
delivered at one address. 397. 

Recognition of the Union of Seamen of the Roji-al Indian Marine in 
Bombay. 610. 

Recognition of the unions of railway employees. 335-36. 

Recovery of losses in the case of shortage of packages from the staff of the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 546-47, 

Recruitment for the signalling establishments in the Madras Circle 
109. 

Recruitment of Indians to the general service in the Tclegrapli Deijart- 
ment. 397-98. 

Recruitment of seamen at Bombay. 335. 

Recruitment of the clerical cadre of the General Post Office Bombav 
877. - ■ • ■ 

Representation from the Imperial Secretariat Duftaries' Association 
regarding quarters in New Delhi. 338. 

Representation of workers at enquiries into accidents in mines. 342. 
Restriction of recruitment in the Postal Department in the presidency 
town of Bombay to the adjoining Revenue division.?. 878. 

ReAUsion of the pay of the ministerial staff in the Customs Depart¬ 
ment, the Income-tax Department and the Chief Accoiints office 
Salt, Bombay. 331. ’ 
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Question rc—concU. 


Rcvivnl of the Labour Bureau in tbe Department of Industries andl 
Labour. 343-44. 

Rules relating to seamen employed in the Royal Indian Marine. G08-09. 

Sickness insurance. 332. 

Stoppage of recruitment to the general service of the Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment from the Coonoor and Lovedale schools, etc. 109. 

Supply to employees of the Bengal and North-Western Railway of their 
service agreements. 1064. 

Surplus locomotives on the North Western Railwa)'. 1161. 

Term of probation for the training course of probationers appointed to the 
Transportation and Commercial departments of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 1059. 

Termination of the contract with certain Anglo-Indian schools for 
training telegraphists. 399. 

Training of Indians as wireless operators. 399-400. 

Transfer of men from the ofiice of the Chief Auditor, Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway, to the Railway Cienrmg Accounts Office, Delhi. 
1061-02. 


Treatment of Indian guards and drivers on the South Indian Railway. 
345-46. 


Treatment of staff on tlie different Rnilw.ays. 1161, 

Working hours of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway staff employed at 
Ghorpadi near Poona. 543. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Appointment of a Committee of the Central Legi,slature to enquire 
into the grievances of the emplo)mes on the Indian Railways. 290 

Conveniences for third class passengers at the proposed CcntmliPnllnT,,. 
Station in Bombay. 1084-85. ..rrauuay 


(1) Development of civil and commercial aviation in India 

(2) Air mail service from Cairo to Karaelii. 


} 320- 


21 . 


Enaployment of railway menial staff by the Assistant Superintendent. 
Power Hoirse, Moradabad, on his private work. 179 

Grant of preference to students of the Oakgrove School tlm c i ^ 
of .pprenticM fc, the East Mi.„ E.n«y SbW 
technical school at Jamalpui. 417. ^ 

Issue of passes to the officers and workers of uninoc i 

Company-managed Railways. 1168. employees of 


OmiBsion from Volume IT of the 
transactions of the Fine Fund. 


Mvay Administration Report of the 
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JOSHI, Mb. M. N.--conc?c?. 

Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Propaganda in India by Bolshevists and Communists. 409. 

Provision of complaint books in third class carriages on all trains. 20. 

Racial discrimination in regard to pay and prospects of employees on the 
Railways. 292. 

Report published in the Hinduslan Time‘s ot Julj’’ 7th, under the head¬ 
lines “ Racial arrogance in excelsis,” etc. 266. 

Representation of State Railways on European Cliambers of Commerce. 
61.0. 

Speech delivered by Lord Burnham regarding Indian markets for 
British goods. 206. 

Strike at Bamangachi on the East Indian Bailwa)'. 412-13. 

Resolution re — 

The cable and wireless beam merger. 228-29. 

Education of girls and women in the territories administered bv the 
Central Government. 1023-28,1030.1031. 

Trade Disputes Bill— 

Motion to cireulate. 1209-11, 1220, 1222. 

JUBBULPORE— 

Question re — 

Loan to the military authorities of some lorries purchased by the Canton¬ 
ment Board,-, for conservancy purposes. 1120. 

Resignation of Mr. Narsingh Das, an elected raembi-r of the Cantonment 
Board,-. 1123. 

JUBBULPORE CANTONJIENT— 

Question re— 

Issue of a notice under section 239 of tlic Cantonment Act fo Mr. Raja 
Bam of-. 1119-20. 

Notice issued under section 2.39 of the Cautonnicnt Act to !Mr. Gnne.sh 
Pershadof-. 1118-19. 

JUBBULPORE DISTRICT— 

Question re failure of crops in the-and parts of Bengal. I3L 

.JUDGB(S)— 

Que.stion re— 

Appointment of a Sikh as a-of the High Court, Lahore. .^j35. 

.Appointment of High Court-from the rank.s of the Provincial 

Ci%'il Sernce. 1066. 

Total strength and religion of High Court-in Indi.a. 107. 

Resolution re pay of-of the High Courts. 572-91. 
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KABUL LEGATION— 
Question re cost of the ■ 


Dl. 


KABUL SINGH, Cai>tain- 


Expressions of regret on the (Icatlis of Sir Alexander Miuldiman and - 
158-62. 


KACHIN HILLS— 

Question rc abolition of slavery in tlie Triangle and the ■ 
KALKA SBILA RAILWAY— 

Sec “ Raihvay(s) ”, 

KAiHARAN- 
Question rc — 


84. 


Arrangement for lodging for pilgrims at ■ 


85. 


Facilities for Haj pilgrims at-and Jeddah. 682-83. 

Hardships of pilgi’ims at-. 85. 

KANGANIES- 

Question re conviction of-(coolie recruiters) for forgery and entrappin" 

coolies. 1189. 

KANGANY SYSTEhl OF LABOUR RECRUITMENT— 

Question rc proposal made by the Agent of the Government of India in 
Cejdon for the abolition of the-. 1189. 

KARACHI— 

Question re— 


(1) Development of civil and commercial aviation in India 'I 

(2) Air mail service from Cairo to-. ' i^320'21. 

Haj Committees at Bombay and-. 319-20. 

appraisers in the 

Trgtoent of cletfa in the-branch of the Imperial Ba„|r of Mia. 

KARAUL BAGH— 

KARTAR SINGH, Sardar— 

Question re — 

Admission of Sikh students to the r..n fa,,. 

^ °College of ]\Iines in Dhanbad. 522. 

Alleged use for private purnosp-i nf + 1 ... • ’ . 

Postmaster, Peshawar. 531-32 ^ services of postal officials by the 
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KAETAR SINGH, Sakdar— 

Question re — contd. 

Appeal of Mr. Sher Singh, late clerk, post office, Pe.shawar. 527-28. 

Appointment of a Sikh as a Judge of the High Court, Lahore. 535. 

Appointment of Mr. Ram Lai as an accountant in the Peshawar post 
office. 532-33. 

Appointment of postal clerks as town inspectors of post offices. 533- 
34. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Indian IMeteorological Department. 
521. 

Book by Captain R. E. Parry, entitled The Sihlis of the Punjab. 

1108. 

Case of K. C. Banerji, an alleged C. I. D. informer. 9-10. 

Duties of the Muhammadan member of the Public Sernce Commission. 
520. 

Employment of Sikhs as assistants and superintendents in the Indian 
Stores Department. 1094. 

Employment of Sikhs as probationary superintendents of post offices. 
526-27. 

Employment of Sikhs as superintendents in the Railway Jlail Service. 
527, 

Emplo}Tnent of Sikhs in clerical appointments in the post office. 526. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the Chief Auditor, North Western 
Railway. 527. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the Commissioner, Northern 
India Salt Revemie, Delhi. 1094. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the Deputy Accountant General. 
Posts and Telegraphs. 1095. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the Director General of Archiuology 
in India. 1093-94. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of tlic Railway Board. .525-20. 
Emploinnent of Sikhs in the Surr-cy of India. 524. 

Employment of Sikh superintendents in the Piuilway Mail Service. 
524.' 

Government servants and membership of the Anglo-Indian Association. 
532. 

Lavatories in the third and intermediate claas compartments on the 
Kalka-Simla Railway. .520-21. 

Nomination of a Sikh to the Indian Ci^dl Ser^'icc. llOS-09. 

' Nomination of Mr. Tarlochan Das Bedi to the Indian Civil Sorr'ice. 1103. 
M17GLA K 
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KAETiUl SINGH, SAumn-romUi. 

Question rc — condd. 

Noniinjilions 1u llic Iiifliau Civil Servico. HOT. 

Nunii)er of iipjioiulmontH iniule hy llic I’liMii; St-rvico Commission, etc. 
625 . 

NuidIht of Ilindii.H, MiilmininiwliuH imfl Sikhs employed in the ofiicos 
of file PoslnuisU-r General. Pnnjivb iiiul Noii!i-lV('st Frontier Circle 
nncl the Deputy Postuui-ster General, Kailwiiv ^lail Service, Amhala. 
523. 

Number of Sikhs appointed to tlie Political Department, 523. 

Nninlier of Siicli superintendeut.s anil nesisfants in the Government of 
India Secretariat and Atfmdied 0/Ilee.s, 522-23. 

Payment, of lent for the building oecupied liy the old City jrost office, 
Peshawar, after il« vaerition. 530. 

Provi.sion of a motor garage in the ])remi.se.s of the post office. Peshawar, 
etc. 531. 

Eccriiitment of the clerical staff In Army Ikadcjuarters. 517-lfi. 518- 
19. 

Keevuitment of the Imperial Agricultural Service from post-graduate 
students of the Agricultural Research Institute at Pusa. 521, 

Rent for the building occupied by the new jxist office^ Pc.sliawar, Sudder 
Bazar. 530-31. 

Rcpre.scutafcion from lilr. Ikslmwari lilall. town inspector of post 
offices, Peshawar. 529-30, 

Representation of Sildis in tlic Indian Railway Service of Engineers and 
tlie Traflic Department of the Superior Revenue EstablLshment of 
State Railways. 522. 

Sikli Inspectors in the Railway Mail Service in the Punjab. 523. 

Sikh stenographers and reporters in tlie Government of India Secretariat. 
520. 

Supplementary list of passed candidates issued by the Public Servic<i 
Commission. 525. 

The Butari'Patti-Laliore Railway. 526. 

To^vn inspector of post offices, Peshawar. 628-29. 

Town inspectors of post offices in the Punjab Circle. 523. 

Training of Indian youths in the Security Printing Press, Nasik. 520, 

KARNPRAYAG— 

Question re construction of a railway from Rishikesh to-, 47 . 

?-A.SAULI— 

Question re water works for -. 608, 
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KASATJLI CANTOIsTHENT— 

Question re demolition of rubbish bins in-. 1114. 

KASGANJ— 

Question re the Shikoabad-Etah line. 499. 

KATHGODAM— 

Question re third class booking office at-. 45. 

KATIHAR— 

Question re promotion of ]\Ix. Wood to officiate as an Assistant Traffic 
Superintendent,-. on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 133-3-i. 

KELKAR. Mr. N. C.— 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motion to consider Report of the Select Committee. 1370-77. 

Question re — 

Dictum of Mr. Justice Madgaonkar of the Bombay High Court in the case 
of Emperor v. Jagardeo regarding the binding nature of treaties. 

484. 

Provision of land free of cost to the Rohilkhand and Kumaon Railway. 

485. 

Recommendations of the Aoworth Committee. 486-92. 

Sir A. L. Dickenson’s Report on railway accounts. 48C. 

Total additional revenue earned by the Imperial Indian Mail nm between 
Bombay and Calcutta. 485, 

Total number of persons against whom action was taken under the 
Eoreigners' Act, 1864, during the last ten years. 485. 

KELLOGG ANTI-WAR PACT— 

Question re adherence of India to the-. 1265. 

KHAN, AlkIBIKA CHARAN— 

Question re suicide of-. a detenu. 73. 

KHANDWA— 

Question re railway between-and Akola. 50?. 

KHARAGPUR— 

Question rc location in the same area of Mu.>;liin employec.s of the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway at-, 1095-90. 

KHERA, NAND L/U.— 

Question rc allegation.s again-st-, a clerk of the post office, Peshawar. 

691. 

KIKABHAI PREMCHAKD, Mr.— 

Que.stion rc propaganda in India bv Bolshevists and Conuntmi.'jf^. 409* 

10. ■ ' v2 
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KING, Me. C. 5I.~ 

Oath of Office. 1. 

KING'S COMMISSIONS— 

Question re niiinbcr of Indian officers iioiding-in the Indian units of 

artiller}', engineers, signals and tlie air force. 1296-99. 

KISIJlNPim— 

Question re — 

Accident between Haiyaghat and-railway stations on the Bengal 

and North-Western Eailway. 99-101. 

Allegations against railway officials in connection witli the accident 

between Haiyaghat and-on the Bengal and North-Western 

Railway. 693-94. 

Casualties in the accident between Haiyaghat and-on the Bengal 

and Nortli-Western Hailwny. 1320-21. 

KIT CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE— 

Question re low rates of-sanctioned for postal officials working on 

transfer at Baroda. 877-78. 

KODARMA— 

Question re bait of the Bombay mail at-on the East Indian Railway* 

1180. 

KODAVALUE— 

Question re construction of waiting sheds at Singaroyakonda, Tetlu, 

Talmandhi and-stations on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 

Railway. 1278. 

KOILWAR— 

Question re protection of the life and property of the inhabitants of the 
villages-, Mahamadpur, etc., from floods. 120. 

KULAURA JUNCTION— 

Question re connection of the Srimangal-Maulvi Bazar Railway with- 

on the Assam Bengal Railway. 1303. 

KUMARDHUBI ENGINEERING WORKS- 

Question re tenders from the-for steel castings for railway rolling 

stock. 261. 

KUNDU, Mb. B. G.— 

Question re-, Assistant Postmaster General, Burma. 993. 

KUNZRU, Pandit HIRDAY NATH-- 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

“ Audit ” (Railways). 1402-03. 

“Civil Works-^Central.” 1237. 
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KXJNZIlU, Pandit HIRDAY NATH— 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Objections raised by Pandit Motilal Nelmi under Standing Order No. 38 
to the Bill being taken into consideration. 301. 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 782. 
Question re— 

Abolition of dual commissions in the case of officers of the University 
Training Corps. 986. 

Admission of Indian cadets to the Indian Corps of Signals and the Royal 
Tank Corps. 433-35. 

Appropriation towards military expenditure of the savings due to the 
recent revision of the pay of officers and British soldiers. 1299-1300. 

Closing of the Mall in Dera Ismail Khan to the Indian public, ull. 

Deputy Agent, South Indian Railway. 1091-93. 

Education of the children of railway employees. 542. 

Extra messing allowance to non-commissioned officers and men of the 
University Training Corps. 985-86. 

Issue of service rifles to tlie University Training Corp.'; in the United 
Pro^dnces. 987-89. 

Number of Indian and British internal security troops. 477-78. 

Number of Indian and European officers of the Indian Medical vScr\'ice 
engaged in military and civil duties. 1300. 

Number of Indian officers holding King’s Commissions in the Indian 
units of Artillery, Engineers, Signals and the Air Force. 1296-99. 

Number of Indians appointed as guards in grade‘'A’’of the East 
Indian Railway. 1296. 

Pay of the headmasters and teachers of Indian high or middle schools 
maintained by the East Indian Railway. 542. 

Payments to officers of University Training Corps for periods spent in 
camp or at any authorised course of instruction. 985. 

Penalising of .strikers. 041. 

Powers of command over subordinate pcr.=onnel of European oflicers of 
the Indian Au-viliary Force and Indian officers on the Special Inchan 
Territorial Force List. 986-87. 

Promotion of officcr-s of the lA)cal Traffic Service to the superior pmdea 
on the State Railways. 1300. 

Ratio of Indian to British soldiers in (r;) the flr-ld army, (h) covering 
troops, and (c) internal security troops. 178. 

Recruitment to the Central scrvicc-s. 1091. 
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EUNZRU, Pandit HIRDAY NATH-^w?cW. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Admission of assistant surgeons intli British medical qualidcations into 
the Provincial Civil Medical Services. 1070-71. 

Appointment of an Indian as a Member of the Railway Board. 1088- 
89. 

Classification of guards, engine drivers and ticket collectors on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 510-11. 

Competitive examination for the Indian Medical Sendee. 901,902, 903. 

Employment of Hindus and Muslims in vacancies occurring in the 
Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, since March, 1928. 1287. 

Employment of Muslims in the office of the Railway Board. 1285. 

Improvement of the organization and equipment of the Army in India. 
267. 

Number of bridge inspectors in classes II and III on the North 
Western Railway. 32-33. 

Number of Indian transportation inspectors, commercial inspectors, 
etc., on the East Indian Railway. 1174. 

Number of urban and rural units of the Indian Territorial Force, 889. 

Opening by the post office of letters addressed to Mrs. Besant. 16. 

Political propaganda bv a prominent Government servant in the Mound 
Table. 232. 

Provision of proper lights and fans in the shuttle train between Chheold 
and Allahabad. 507-08. 

Skeen Memorandum on the military situation in India. 197. 

Travelling allowance of cavalry and infantry officers of the Army in India 
Reserve of Officers. 1081-82. 

KURSEONG— 

Question re provision of a rest house at-for the Indian subordinate staff 

of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 142. 

L 

LABOVM— 

Question re article in the-of January, 1928, entitled ‘‘Sad plight of 

sorters during floods.” 76. ^ ® 

LABOUR BUREAU-^ 

Question re revival of the-in the Department of Industries and 

Labour. 343-44. 

^BOUr CONFERENCE—. 

‘ International Labour Conference 
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LABOUR EXCHANGES— 

Question re establisliment of Public Employment Bureaux or - 

332. 

LABOUR LEGISLATION— 

Question re-. 343-44. 

LABOUR UNREST— 

Question re-on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1089-90. 

LADY OLERK(S)— 

Question re— 

Employment of a non-qualified-in the General Post Office, Bombay. 

880. 

Employment of-in the office of the Railway Board. 1294-95. 

LADY SUPERINTENDENT— 

Question re complaints against the ■—— of the Pilgrim Department in 
Bombay. 271-72. 

LADY VACCINATOR— 

Question re female assistant to the-in the Pilgrim Department, 

Bombay. 272. 

LAHORE— 

Question re— 

Appointment of a Sikh as a Judge of the High Court,-. 536, 

Number of machines working in the Compilation Branch at-. 

1292. 

LAJPAT RAI, Lala— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partiality and bias'] 

against Mr. President. >749-51,764. 

• (2) Alleged jiropaganda by the Home Department againstJ 
j\Ir. President. 

Expressions of regret by-on the deaths of Sir Alexander Miiddiman 

and Captain Kabul Singh. IfiO-Gl. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

^y/ilotion to recommit to the Select Committee. 351, 352, 353. 

Hindu Marriages Dissolution Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 389-91,392, 393. 

Motion rc separate office for the Legislative Aw^cmbly. 1251-50. 

Nomination of'-to the Panel of Chairmen. 294. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Objections raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru under Standing Order 
No. 38 to the Bill being taken into consideration. 301-02. 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 469, 
471, 472, G35-1D, G4G, G47, 619, 764, 834. 
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LAJPAT RAI, Lala— 

Question re — 

Amendment of tlie Government of India Act so as to make members 
of tbe Indian services eligible for appointment as Chief Justices of 
the High Courts. 264-66. 

Appointment of Indians as consular officers. 7. 

Contributions to journals in India of articles regarding tbe discoveries 
made by the Archaeological Department during 1927. 21-22. 
Contributions to the Press by Government servants. 21. 

Depressed and untouchable classes in India. 1-4. 

Education of the depressed classes-in the Delhi Province. 483-84. 

Establishment of a Government girls’ high school in Peshawar, etc. 
316-17. 

Increase of tuberculosis in India. 4-7. 

Opening by the post office of letters addressed to IVIrs. Besant. 
14-15. 

Percentage of educated women in Travancore and Cochin. 276. 

Provision of an overbridge at the crossing to the east of Moghalpura 
on the North Western Railway. 96. 

Restoration and preservation of the buildings connected with the 
memories of Rani Laxmi Bai of Jhansi. 22. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Amendment of the Government of India Act, so as to allow persons 
who are not lawyers to become Chief Justices of Indian High Courts. 
208. 

Proscription of books published in England. 13, 14. 

Racial discrimination in regard to pay and prospects of employees on 
the Railways. 292. 

Remarks made by the Honourable Mr. Justice Courtney Terrell, Chief 
Justice of the High Court, Patna, in Criminal Appeal No. 23 of 1928. 
328. 

Speech delivered by Lord Burnham regarding Indian markets for 
British goods. 207. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1142-48, 1161. 

Resolution re— 

Education of girls and women in the territories administered by the 
Central Government. 1016-17, 1020, 1021, 1025, 1050. 

The cable and wireless beam merger. 245-46. 

Separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 298. 

Statement by the Leader of the House regarding allegations in certain 
newspapers of partiality and bias against Mr. President. 1247. 
Statement by the Leader of the House regarding alleged propaganda 
»y the Home Department against Mr. President. 1247. 
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LAL BUNGALOW— 


Question re handing over of the-in Delhi to a Christian Club for 

recreation purposes. 326-27. 

LALCHAND NAVALEAI, Mr.— 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Objection to the-being proceeded with as copies were not made 

available to him three days before hand. 349-50. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill—• 

Motions to consideTj circulate and refer to Select Committee. 475j 
785. 


Question re — 

Anti-Indian propaganda. 26. 

Curtailment of the ordinary period of 30 days between the date of 
service of a notice under section 29 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 
1922, and the payment of tax. 202. 

Delay in the payment of refunds due to income-tax assessees. 204- 
05. 


Duration of time allowed by Income-tax Officers between the service 
of notice to'parties and the date fixed for their attendance. 201-02. 

Establishment in Sind of a training school for subordinates of the- 
North Western Railway. 29. 

Government s disapproval of the allegations made by Miss Mayo in 
her book Mother India against Indians. 26-26. 

Interception of the letters of Mr. Rash Behari Bose. 26. 

Issue of instructions to Income-tax Officers regarding firms which 
have been registered. 199. 

Issue of notices to income-tax assessees to receive refund orders 
204. 


Issue of notices to income-tax assessees to receive refund orders in 
cases in which the tax is reduced or cancelled. 204. 

Issue of orders b}'- Income-tax Officers to parties to give them inter- 
\iews in their offices. 201. 


^^sualties occasioned by communal riots since 
the 22nd July, 1926. 33-35. 


Mminer and place of announcement of the orders passed by' Assistant 
Uramissioners of Income-tax under section 31 {!) of the Indian 
Income-tax Act, 1922. 203. 


Number of drivers, class IV, on the North Western Railway. 30. 
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MLCHAND NAVALEAI, m&.—cmtL 
Question re — eontd. 

Number of guards, class IV, on tbe North Western Railway. 30. 

Number of permanent way inspectors in classes II, III, IV and V 
on the North Western Railway. 31. 

Number of signal and interlocking, and block signal inspectors on 
the North Western Railway drawing from Rs. 400 to Rs. 676 per 
mensem. 31. 


Number of station masters in classes IV, V, Vl, VII and VIII on the 
North Western Railway. 30. 

Number of traffic Inspectors on the North Western Railway drawing 
Rs. 320 to Rs. 500 per mensem. 29. 

Opening of a railway station to the west of Halla in Sind. 1280. 

Orders under section 31 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 203-04. 

Pay of certain classes of employees of State Railways. 612. 

Pay of sub-way inspectors on the North Western Railway. 611. 

Payment of bhatta and travelling allowances to witnesses summoned 
before Income-tax Officers. 200. 


Penalty inflicted on income-tax assessees in Sind for default in making 
payments of the tax. 205. 

Period allowed for the submission of returns in the case of notices 
issued under section 22 (2) of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 202_ 

Presentation of valuable finds made at Mohenjo-daro to the British 
Museum. 27. 


Production by assessees of books, documents and evidence before 
Income-tax Officers. 200. 

Promotion of sub-way inspectors to permanent way inspectors on 
■ the North Western Railway. 611-12. 

Provision of a shed on the platform on Shikarpur station on the 
North Western Railway. 29. 

Provision of fans in intermediate and third class carriages on the 
North Western Railway. 28-29. 

Publication of the tom- programmes of Income-tax Officers in Sind. 
199-200. 

t 

Reception accorded to the Simon Commission in India. 26. 


Revised pension rules for the inferior services of the Government of 
Bombay. 35. 

Re\'ised pension rules for the subordinate services. 36, 


Revisimi of the pay and duty allowance of divisional 
® Public Works Department. 198-99. 


accountants of 
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LALCHAND NAVALBAI, Mn.—concU. 

Question re — conoid. 

Scales of penalties to be inflicted in the case of assessees for default in 
making payment under section 46 {1) of the Indian Income-tax 
Act, 1922. 202. 

Sind Land Alienation Bill. 27. 

Starting of an assembling plant in Bombay by Messrs. The General 
Motors, Co., Ltd., of America. 610. 

Treatment of clerks in the Karachi branch of the Imperial Bank of 
India. 276-77. 

Waiting rooms for first and second class passengers at stations on 
the Sind section of the North Western Railway. 28. 

Waiting rooms for intermediate class passengers at stations on the 
Sind section of the North Western Railway. 27-28. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Appointment of persons from Sind in the office of the Railway Board. 
1284. 

Number of Indian transportation inspectors, commercial inspectors, 
etc., on the Bast Indian Railway. 1174. 

Number of petitions received relating to the Hindu Child Marriage 
Bill. 1162. 

LALMANIRHAT— 

Question re— 

Allotment to other staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway at-of the 

quarters built for Indian guards and station masters. 136-37. 

Issue of a circular by the District Traffic Superintendent of- 

regarding working of trains by sick guards. 137. 

LAND— 

Question re provision of-free of cost to the Rolulkhand and Kumaon 

Railway. 485. 

LAND, ACQUISITION OF— 

Question re from members of agricultural tribes by the depressed 
classes residing in the Delhi and North-West Frontier Provinces. 
889-90. 

LAND RE^CSNUE LEGISLATION— 

Question rc-. 93-94. 

LANSDOWNE— 

Question rc creation of a Cantonment Board in_ etc 125 

LATRINES- 

Question rc prmdsion of-in servants’ compartments on the Gieat 

, Indian Peninsula and the East Indian Railways. 19. 
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LAVATORIES— 

Question fs -in the third and intermediate class compartments 

on the Kalka-Simla Railway. 520-21. 

LAW REPORTS BILL- ' 

See “ Indian-under “ Bill(s) ”. 

LAWYERS— 

Question re amendment of the Government of India Act, so as to 

persons who are not-^-to become Chief Justices of Indian High 

Courts. 207-08. 

LAXMI BAI, RANI OF JHANSI 

Question re restoration and preservation of the building connected with 

the memories of-. 22. 

LEAGUE OF NATIONS— 

Question re — 

Language in which the proceedings of meetings of the-are recorded. 

91. • 

Representation of the British Empire and the Dominions and India in 
the-. 89-90. 

Visit of the Malaria Commission of the-to India. 88. 

LEAVE- 

Question re — 

Difficulty in obtaining-by guards on the South Indian Railwayi 

346, 

Grant of casual-to departmental branch postmasters. 79. 

Grant of casual-to signallers in the combined post offices. 

78-79. 

Grant of-and provident fund privileges to the menial staff em¬ 

ployed in the various administrative offices of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway in Bombay. 1060, 

Grant of-with pay to cooks and servants employed in the guards’ 

running room on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 138. 

Holidays,——, etc., of the piece-workers of the Goveriunent of India 
Press at Calcutta. 1386. 

-and pensions of inferior servants of the Government of India. 

622. 

Pay,-and pension of seamen employed in the Royal Indian Marine. 

609-10. 

Pay wWle on-of non-gazetted officers and clerks of the Postal 

Department. 213-14. 

Refusal of casual-to the staff of the East Indian Railway. 1314, 

Refusal to grant-to the Muslim employees of the Loco, work¬ 

shops at Bhatinda to say their li prayers, etc. 418-20. 

Rales regulating promotions and grant of-. ,661. 
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LEAVE ALLOWANCES— 

Question re conversion of —— at 2s. per rupee. 984-85. 

LEAVE RESERVE— 

Question re — 

Creation of a-for the Branches of Army Headquarters. 919-20. 

Introduction of a-in the Army Department. 148-49. 

LEAVE RULES— 


Question re— 

-and pension rules applicable to inferior servants. 336. 

-and pension rules for inferior servants of Government, 73. 

-of Indian officers on the Assam Bengal Railway, the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway and the Bengal and North-Western Railway 
47-48. 

-of the subordinate and menial stafi on each of the State Railways 

etc. 556. ^ ’ 

-on Railways. 880-81. 

New-for subordinates on Railways. 1061. 

Scale of pay and-of officers, Indian and European, on the Bengal 

and North-Western Railway. 478. ° 


LEAVE VACANCIES— 

Question re recruitment for-in the clerical establishment of tbf. 

Railway Board. 917. 

LEE COMhIISSION— 


Question re recommendations of the-relating to appointments to 

the Indian Civil Service by promotions from the Provincial services. 


LEE CONCESSIONS— 

Question re extension of the 
managed railways, 183. 

LEGISLATION— 


to the employees of the Company- 


Question re introduction of- 
children. 81. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY— 


•to restrict the traffic in women and 


Despatch relating to the constitution of a senarate nfflnn t 

laid on the table. 921-40 separate office for the- 


Motion for Adjour^ent re attack on the President of the 
Times of India. 149 - 54 . or cue- 

Motion re separate office for the_ 


■by the 


1249-63. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY—cowftZ. 

Question re — 

Article in the Times of India regarding the recent tour oi the President 
of the-. 618-19. 

Elected representative for the North-West Frontier Province in the 
-. 498-99. 

..Exclusion of Members of the-from the Age of Consent Committee. 

284. 

General elections of the-and the Council of State. 1318. 

Grant of conveyance allowance to Members of the-at Simla and 

New Delhi. 51. 

Leader in the Times of India regarding tours of the President of 
the-. 506-06. 

Rents of different quarters allotted to Members of the-. 991- 

92. 

Separate office for the-. 128. 

Separation of the office of the-from the Legislative Department. 

40-41. 

Supply of annual reports of the different Departments of the 
Government of India free of charge to Members of the-. 70. 

Supply to the Library of the-of the Railway Account and Audit 

Code. 148. 

Tours of the President of the-. 1087. 

Separate office for the-. 294-99. 

Statement by Mr. President re separate office for the-. 219-24. 

LEGISLATIWB COUNCIL- 

Question re representation of Indians on the-in Fiji. 46. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Separation of the Assembly Office from the—*—. 210. 

Separation of the office of the Legislative Assembly from the_ 

40-41. 

LEGISLATURE— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Committee of the Central-- to enquire into the 

grievances of the employees of the Indian Railways. 289-90 

Daily allowance of Members of the Central ——. igjg 
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LETTEES— 

Question re — 

Interception of-written to or by dangerous characters. 39. 

Interception of JIi-s. Besant’s-. 39. 

Interception of the-of hir. Eash Behari Bose. 26. 

-in the of 3rd May, 1928, under the heading “ Bandel- 

Barharwara Line. ” 80. 

Opening by the post office of-addressed to Sirs. Besaut. M-15. 

LETTEE BOXES— 

Question re provision of more-in Simla. 274. 

LEVEL CEOSSINGS— 

Question re construction of overbridges or underbridges at the- 

near Guntur, Tenali and Nellore stations on the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Bailway. 1278. 

LHAI^SAE— 

Question re uncovered overbridges at Harclwar and-on the East 

Indian Eailway. 62D. 

•LIBEAEY— 

Question re supply to tlie-of the Legislative Assembly of the Eailway 

Account and Audit Code. 143. 

LICENSES— 

Question re for selling fan and cigarettes at railway stations on the 
Moradabad division of the East Indian Eailway. * 024. 

LICENSE HOLDEES— 

Question re disaffection among the-on railway .stations in tlie 

Moradabad dridsion of the East Indian Rnilwa}% 079. 

LEFTS— 

Question re absence of electric-in Gorton Castle, Simla. 1291. 

LIGHTHOUSES SEEVICES— 

Question rc number of persons employed in the-. 900. 

LIGHT KEEPERS— ’ 

Que.stion re qualifications for promotion to the grade of Imad-- 

ill the Sladras Presidency. 900. 


LIGHTS— 

Question rc prolusion of proper--and fans in the phnttle train 

between Chheohi and Allahabad. 507-OS. 
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IILLOOAH- 
Question re — 

Cause of the strike at-on the East Indian Eailway. 1332-33. 

Charges of bribery and corruption against the foremen employed in 
the workshops at-, East Indian Eailway. 1330-31. 

Discontent among the workmen employed in the workshops at-, 

East Indian Eailway. 1331-32, 

Dismissal of 54 workmen employed in the workshops at-, East 

Indian Eailway. 1171. 

Enquiry by the Agent of the East Indian Eailway into the grievances 
of the men employed at the —— workshops. '337. 

Loss caused to the East Indian Railway by the strikes at-, Asansol 

and Ondal. 337. 

Loss sustained by the East Indian Eailway on account of the lock-out 
at-etc. 1171. 

Provision of quarters for the workmen of-, East Indian Railway. 

1330. 

Redress of the grievances of the workmen employed in the workshops 
at—East Indian Railway. 1332. 

Security of service for the workmen employed at-, Bast Indian 

- Railway. 1330. 

Strike at the railway workshop, at-. 276. 

Wages of skilled and unskilled workmen of the workshops at-, 

East Indian Railway. 1329-30. 

LIQUORS— 

Question re — 

Expenditure per head of the population in India on-and intoxi¬ 

cants. 292-94. 

Import of foreign-8-9, 

LOAE(S)— 

Question re — 

Issue of Treasury Bills within three weeks of the Government of 
India-being fully subscribed. 999-1002. 

■-to the late Eawab Sir SalimuUah of Dacca. 1164-65. 

Terms of the-from the Government of India under section 20 

of the Paper Currency Act against Inland Bills, 83-84 

Local audit offices— 

Question re centralisation of the-of Slate RaUways. 1062. 

A 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


i8r 


LOCAL BOABDS— 

Questioa re — 

Introduction of the elective system in all the municipalities and- 

of the North-West Frontier Province. 1187. 

Nomination of members of the depressed classes to the-and 

municipal councils in Delhi Province, etc. 503-04. 

LOCAL FUND AUDIT DEPARTMENT— 

Question re— 

Number of cases of embezzlement discovered by the- in the 

Punjab and North-West Frontier Province. 431. 

Recruitment to the-in the Punjab. 431. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS— 

Question re— 

Allocation of costs between the difierent-in connection with the 

Deoghar conspiracy case. 104. 

Grants made by the-and the Government of India towards the 

completion of the provincial hospital at Peshawar. 1074. 

Supply by the-of certain information to the Simon Commission. 

12 . 

LOCAL TRAFFIC SERVICE— 

Question re promotion of officers of the-to the sunerior erades on the 

State Railways. 1300. 

LOOK-OUT— 

Question re loss sustained by the East Indian Railway on account of 
the-at Ldlooah, etc. 1171. 

LOCOMOTI'inSS— 

Question re— 

Class, number and horse power of-owned by, ordered or under 

construction in railway workshops for State and Oompanv-manaced 
Railways. 1052. 

Nmnber and cost of-debited to the Depreciation Fund. 184- 

85. 

Number of-fitted with electric search-lights. 337-38. 

Surplus-on the North Western Railway. IIGI. 

LOCOi\IOTIVE AND CARRIAGE SHOPS— 

Question re pay of workmen in the power house and- North 

Western Railway. 897. 

1C17(!LA 
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LOCOMOTI^TE WORKSHOPS, BHATRSTDA— 

Question re refusal to grant leave to the Muslim employees of the 
-to say their Id prayers, etc. 418-20. 

LONDON— 

Question re — 

Contribution by the Government of India to the Imperial Institute, 
-. 325-26. 

Direct cable connections between-and India. 920. 

Prevention of Indians from competing at the I. 0. S. examination 
in-. 1282. 

Weekly mail air service from-- to India. 210, 

LONGWOOD— 

Question re provision of a light on the verandah of cottage No. 28 in-- 

143. 

LORRIES— 

Question ?'e loan to the military authorities of some - purchased by the 

Cantonment Board, Jubbrdpore for conservancy purposes. 1120. 

LOVEDALE— 

; Question re — 

Abolition of the existing Training Schools at-and Ooonoor. 

1064. 

Extension of time for the termination of the agreements with the 
Training Schools at——and Ooonoor. 1064. 

LO^IEDALE SCHOOL— 

Question re stoppage of recruitment to the general service of the Tele¬ 
graph Department from the-, etc. 109. 

LUCKNOW— 

Question re — 

Cruelty to a consignment of monkeys sent from-to Bombay by 

the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, 412, 

Provision of facilities to the Indian employees of the Bengal and North- 
Western Railway in the Balrampur Hospital,-—. 1199. 

Removal of Lala Mahabeer Pershad from the Einancial Committee of 
the Cantonment Board,--. 1114-15. 

LUCKNOW DIVISION—' 

Question re ill-treatment of the railway employees in the Moradabad 
division and — by certain specified officials. 277-78. 

LUCKNOW JAUNPUR RAILWAY— 

See “ Eailway(s) 
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LUGGAaE— 

Question re — 

Carriage of-of officers and clerks of the Govcminent Telegraph 

Offices, Simla and Delhi. 1080. 

Unbooked-of third class passengers. 23. 

LUGGAGE ALLOWAA'OE— 

Question re free-granted to adult third ,cla.':.s2)a'!‘5engerson tlie South 

African Eaihva)'^s. 189. 

LUGGAGE RULES— 

Question re —— of the East Indian RaihvajE 550. 

LUXAR— 

Question re opening of the railway from Ha 2 )ar to-. C5-GG. 


JMAOHINES— 


M 


Question re number of-IJiu-chased and sold by the Government of 

India Presses at Calcutta, Delhi, Simla and Aligarh from 1922 to 
1927. 1275. 


hlADAN GOPAL, m.— 

Question re grant of a pension or gratidty to the widow of-, late a 

postal employee in the Central Provinces. 131. 

hlADGAONKAE, Jin. JUSTICE— 

Que.stion rc dictum of-of the Bombav High Court in tlio case of 

Emperor Jagardco regarding the binding nature of treaties. 
484. 


hLADRAS— 

Question rc — 

Direct railway route from-to Peshawar. 107G-77. 

Duties of tlic clerks of the General Po«t Office,-, etc. llOG-13. 

Duties of the town inspcetoi-s of im^t offices in-and ('.'dent fa, 

rc.spectively, etc. 1105,12. 

Establishment of a branch of the Raihvav Clearincr ,4ccuun<s Otllee 
in-. 10G2. 

EKumination for clerks in the Central Telegrajili Office at-. 109-10. 

Powers of appointment, transfer and puni-lnnent of mbordiiiates 
vested in the town inspectors of ])o.st office" in-. llOa. 

Sfartinir ratc.s of pay of town inepeefors of pcs' oilici - it! Cnletitta 

and-before the introduction of flic tiine-seale of par in 1920. 

1106. 1112. 

MADRAS AND SOUTHERN MAHRATTA RAILWAY - 
aScc *' Railway{s) 
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MADEAS CIECLB— 

Question re recruitment for the signalling establishments in the-. 

109. 

MADEAS PEESIDENCY— 

Question re qualifications for promotion to the grade of head light 
keepers in the-. 900. 

MADEAS SALT (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

MAGAZINE— 

See “ Indian States Railway Magazine 

MAGISTEATE— 

Question re action of the Special-in the municipality of Peshawar in 

holding his Court in the evenings. 496. 

MAHABEEE PEASHAD, Lala— 

Question re removal of-from the Finance Committee of the Canton¬ 

ment Board, Lucknow. 1114-16. 

hlABMADPUE— 

Question re protection of the life and property of the inhabitants of the 
villages Koilwar,-, etc., from floods. 120. 

MAIL-- 

Question re — 

Total additional revenue earned by the Imperial Indian-run between 

Bombay and Calcutta. 485. 

Weeldy-air service from London to India. 210. 

MAIL GUARDS— 

Question re pay and grading of-of the Eailway Mail Service. 

567. 

JIAIL RUNNERS— 

Question re safety of-, 55. 

MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE— 

Question re -of officers of University Training Corps. 909-10, 

MAIE, Mr. J. C.— 

Question re appointment of——as assistant accountant under the 
Port Commissioners, Calcutta. 68-69. 

MALAGAON— 

Questionje construction of a railway from Manmad via -and DhuUa 

to Narhana. 53. 
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MALAEIA COmilSSION— 

Question re visit of the-of the League of Ifations to India. 88, 

MAT.AV TYA, Pandit MADAN MOHAN— 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Point of order raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru that the Central Legis 
lature has no power to pass the law embodied in the-. 443. 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 635 
862-61, 862, 863, 864. 

MALAYA— . 

Question re notice issued b}^ the Passport Officer, Singapore, regarding 
passports for Indians wishing to travel to non-British territory 
after their arrival in-. 211. 

MALAY STATES— 

Question re employment in the-for repatriated Indians from South 

Africa, Trinidad, and other places. 282-83. 

MALH- 

Question re closing of the-at Dera Ismail Klian to the Indian public. 

616-16, 541. 


MANMAD— 

Question re construction of a railway from - via Malagaon and DhuHa 

to Narhana. 53. 

MARINE ENGINEERING— 

Question re training of Indians in--. 1083. 

IMAEINE WIRELESS OPERATORS— 

Question re training of-. 75. 

MARINE WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY— 

Question re training of Indians in-•. 1085. 

MARKERS— 

Question re— 

Employment of-as clerks, assistant goods elerk.s and good? clerkB 

at some of the roadside and junction stations of the Bengal and 
North-Western Railway. 1197, 1321. 


MARRIAGE PARTIES— 

Question re pro\’ision of third class tourist cars for 
all Railways. 36. 

MASHRAK— 

Question rc construction of a nailway from to 


pilgrim.^ and-on 


Tlinwc. 43-14. 
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MASTER GENERAL OF SUPPLY— 

Question re— 

Recruitment of a clerk of the Subordinate Accounts Service for the 
office of the-. 1191. 

Routine grade of clerks in the office of the ——. 1189-90. 

Stay in Simla throughout the year of the office of the-. 918. 

Supersession by two soldier clerks of several officiating first division 
assistants in the office of the-. 1328-29. 

MATCH INDUSTRY— 

Question re reports of the Tariff Board on the-and the oil industry. 

268-69. 

MATCH INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL— 

See " Bill(s) ”. 

MAYO, Miss- 

Question re Government’s disapproval of the allegations made by-in 

her book Mother India against Indians. 25-26. 

MAZDOOR— 

Question re article in the-of the 21st July, 1928, entitled “ Guards’ 

rest in Dinapur divisionEast Indian Railway. 1.329. 

MoWATTERS, The Honourable Mr. A. C.— 

Demand for Supplemcntarv Grant in respect of “ Civil Works—Central, ” 
1237. 

Indian Patents and Designs (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 940-41. 

Motion to circulate. 1390-91. 

Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Bill—(Amendment of section 43)_ 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 380-81. 

Indian Trade Unions (Amendment) Bill- 
]\Iotion to introduce. 163. 

Motion to consider. 941-43. 

Slotion to pass. 946. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 676-78. 

Resolution re the cable and wireless beam merger. 231 36 230 94 fi 
211.246,2^9. = 

Trade Disputes Bill— 

Motion to introduce. 163-64. 

Notion to circulate. 1205 08,1211, 1213, 1217,1225-20. 
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McWatters, The Honoorable Mu. A. C.— contd. 

Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Bill_ 

Motion to introduce. 164. 

Motion to circulate. 1231. 

MEDICAL EXAMINATION- 

Question te of tlie pupils of primary and secondary schools in Aimer* 
Merwara. 494-95. 

MEDICAL OFFICERS— 

Question re— 

Employment of assistant surgeons with British medical qiiah'fications 
as-of British station hospitals 1069. 

Qualifications and salaries of Chief-on State Railways. GSl. 

■ MEDICAL SERVICES— 

Question re— 

Admission of assistant surgeons with British medical qualifications into 
Provincial Civil-. 1069-71. 

Employment of officers of the Indian liledical Department in the 90 
civil medical posts to be released for the Provincial-. 1185-85. 

Publication of the ISTeedham Report on the Railway-. 1071. 

MEDICAL TREATMENT— 

Question re -of the employees of the North Western Railway in DMhi, 

605. 

MEDICINAL NATURAL WATERS— 

Question re sulphur .springs and-in India or Burma. 69. ' 

MEDIDHI COLLIERY— 

Question r<3 accident in the-. 341-12. 

LIBERUT CiVNTONMENT— 

Question re restriction of the supply of electric current by tlie electric 
power house in-to military needs. 499-500. 

MEETINGS IN CAMERA— 

Question re holding of-by the Cantonment Board, xiinbala. 1116. 

MEHTA, hlu. .TAJILLVDAS 'SL— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partiality and bias 

against Mr. President. 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Home Department against 

Mr. President. 
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MEHTA, Me. JAMNADAS M.—cmti. 

Appointment of-as a member of the Committee on Public Petitions, 

294. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “Audit” (Railways), 
1406-12, 1416. 

* Demand for Supplementary Grant (Railways) in respect of “ Audit ” 
(Separation of Audit and Accounts). 1243. 

Expression of regret by-on tbe deaths of Sir Alexander Muddiman 

and Captain Kabul Singh, 159-60. 

Motion for Adjournment re attack on the President of the Legislative 
Assembly by the Times of India. 152, 

Motion for the election of a Committee to review the separation of railway 
finances from general finances. 1232-33. 1234. 

Motion re separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 1261. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and offer to Select Committee. 632, 818, 
822-28, 844, 869. 

Motion to consider Report of the Select Committee. 1347,1351,1381, 

Question re — 

Amendment of the Government of India Act so as to make members of 
the Indian services eligible for appointments as Chief Justices of the 
High Courts. 264-65. 

' * Amount of money paid by the Railway Publicity Department to the 

Tivies of India in respect of the printing of the Indian States Railway 
Magazine. 1090. 

Appointment of an Indian as a Member of the Railway Board, 
1088-89. 

Claim against the German Government by Mr. Meherji Bhicaji of Por¬ 
tuguese East Africa. <639-41. 

Improvement in the conditions of service of menials in Bombay. 539. 

Labour unrest on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1089-90. 

Refusal of permission by the Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way to the Workers’ Union to affix notices about the organisation of 
the Union on the premises of the station. 1090. 

Question (Supplementary) re Deputy Agent, South Indian Railway. 
1092. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

hlotion to refer to Select Committee. 736-37. 

Resolution re education of girls and women in the territories administered 
by the Central Government. 1050, 
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MEMORIAL(S)— 

Question re — 

-addressed to the Financial Commissioner, Railway Board, by the 

clerks of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 1196. 

-from the clerks employed under the Controller of Printing and 

Stationery. 1196. 

-of Maung Ba Oba, late Inspector of Income-tax, Bazar Circle, Ran¬ 
goon. 1077. 

-of Hagindra Nath Ghosh. 1341. 

-of the clerical staff of the Printing and Stationery Department for 

increased pay. 1340. 

-of the piece-workers of the Government of India Press, Calcutta. 

1270. 

-: of the staff of the Accounts Department of the Bast Indian Rail¬ 
way. 1109. 

■-submitted by the clerks of the four offices in Calcutta under the 

Controller of Printing and Stationery. 687. 

-to the Secretary of State for India from the clerical staff of the 

office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1333. 

Submission of-by the subordinate staff of the Printing and Station¬ 

ery Department. 120-21. 

MENIALS— 

Question re— 

Attendance registers of the-- of the Central Stationery Office. 5G1. 

Classification of time recorder attendants and seal checkers as-on 

the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 553. 

Improvement in the conditions of service of-in Bombay. 539. 

Recruitment of Mussalraans as postmen and-in the Chitlagong 

diffision and the Chittagong head office. 277. 

Total number of daftrics, peons, farashes and-empIo 3 ’cd in the 

Indian Stores Dexjartment. etc. 1318-19. 

MENIAL STAFF— 

Question re— 

Employment of railwaj--bj" the A.ssistant Superintendent, Power 

House, Moradabad, on his private work. 178-80. 

Increase in the pay and pensions of Government peons and-. 311. 

Leave rules of the subordinate and-on each of the State Railways. 

etc. 556. 

Revision of the pensions oJ the- 

74. 


in some Government departments. 
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MENTAL DEFECTIVES- 

Question/e-. 421-22. 

Eegistration of-. 422. 

MENTAL DISOEDERS- 

Question re treatment of-in their early stages. 423. 

MENTALLY DEFECTIVE CHILDREN— 

Question re medical care, guidance and probation of-. 422. 

MEEABS— 

Question re dismissals oi a large number of experienced patwaris. girdwaras, 
-and naib-tabsildars by the Settlement Officer, Pesbaivar. 621. 

MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See “ Indian-” under “ Billfs) ”. 

MESSING ALLOWANCE- 

Question re extra-to non-commissioned officers and men of the Univer¬ 

sity Training Corp.s. 985-86. 

METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT— 

See “ Indian Meteorological Department 

METHAIS, Mr. J.— 

Question re appointment of-, an Anglo-Indian, as an Audit Inspector 

in the Office of the Chief Auditor, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
1063. 

MIDDLE SCHOOLS— 

Question re pay of headmasters and teachers of high or-maintained 

by the East Indian Railway. 542. 

MILEAGE ALLOWANCE— 

Question re — 

Grant of-to the travelling ticket inspectors of the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 139. 

-of guards and assi.stant guards in the Sonpur di.strict, Bengal and 

North-Western Railway. 338-39. 

MHATARY— 

Question rc control of firing without notice on crowds by the police or_, 
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MILITAEY ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Number of accountants and clerks in the-. 617. 

Paucity of Muslim clerks and accountants in the-, North-West 

Frontier Province. 497-98. 

Representation of Sikhs in the-. 126-27. 

Sikh, Muhammadan, Hindu and Christian clerks, accountants, etc., 
in the-. 126. 

MILITARY AUTHORITIES— 

Question re loan to the-of some lorries purchased by the Cantonment 

Board, Jubbulpore, for conservancy purposes. 1120. 

MILITARY DEPOT— ' 

Question re conversion of India into a great Eastern- for the British. 

1280. 

MILITAEA^ EXPENDITURE- 

Question re appropriation towards-of the savings due to the recent 

revision of the pay of officers and British soldiers. 1299-1300. 

MILITARY FORCE— 

Question re location of another - in North Bihar on the Nepal 

frontier. 209. 

MILITARY OFFICERS— 

Question re — 

Concessions granted to-by Railways. 190. 

House accommodation for-in the Peshawar Cantonment. 1121-22. 

MILITARY PENSIONERS- 

Question re -in Chittagong. 1051. 

raLITARY PREPiLRATIONS— 

Question rc intensive-on the North-West Frontier. 259. 

T VTTTT TARY SITUATION IN INDIA— 

Question rc Skeen memorandum on the-. 192-97. 

MILITARY TRAINING- 

Question rc -of Indian youtli.s. 1308. 

MINES- 

Question rc — 

Admission of Sikh students to the College of-in Dhniibnd. 522. 

Representation of workers at enquirie-s into accidents in-. 312. 

Supply to Indian raihvay.s free of charge of coal from State-owned-. 

190. 

Use of “ certified ” flame-proof apparatus in Indian - 


-. no. 
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MINES (AMENDMENT) BILL- 

See “ Indian-” under “ Biil(s) ”, 

MINES MANAGERS— 

Question re examination for certificates as first and second class-. 

24-25. 

MINIMUM WAGES— 

Question re -of eacli class of workers on the State Railways. 552, 

MINING— 

Question re number of applications received from students in Ajmer- 
Merwara during the last three years for scholarships to study agricul¬ 
ture, -, engineering, etc. 1387. 

MINING ASSOCIATION— 

See “ Indian- 

MINISTERIAL OFFICERS— 

Question re raising of the pay and retiring gratuity of-of the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 138-39. 

MINISTERIAL STAFF— 

Question re revision of the pay of the-in the Customs Department 

the Income-tax Department and the Chief Account Office, Salt 
Bombay. 331. 

MINORITY COhIMUNITIES— 

Question re — 

Orders issued by the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs regarding 
-. 177. 

Safeguarding of the interests of —— in Civil Audit and Accounts Offices. 
1192. 

“ MINSTED ”— 

Question re removal of the post office at Coonoor from-to “ Rose 

Hall.” 606-07,914. 

MINUTES OF DISSENT— 

Question re recording of-by members of Cantonment Boards. 1266-67. 

MISTRIES— 

Question re grant of pensions to-. 109. 

hHTRA, A. K.— 

Que.stion re discharge of-, relieving clerk, Burdvan, by the East Indian 

Railway. 98-99. 
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MITRA, Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of superintendent of the Central Stationery Office, 
562. 

Alleged bigh-liandedness of the superintendent of the Central Station > 
ery Office. 121. 

Alleged preference shown to Anglo-Indians in the matter of recruitment 
to the office of the Director of Civil Aviation. 891-92. 

Allocation of work to head assistants of different branches of the Central 
Stationery Office. 561. 

Amount sanctioned in the Budget of 1928-29 for the piece-workers of the 
Government of India Press, Calcutta. 1272, 

Amount spent on account of, as well as the amount received from, the 
sale of composing materials by each of the Government of 
Presses at Calcutta, Delhi and Simla. 1275. 

Attendance registers of the menials of the Central Stationery Office. 
561, 

Carriage of luggage of officers and clerks of the Government Telemrapli 
Offices, Simla and Delhi. 1080. 

Chief Superintendent of the Office of the Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs. 993. 

Circulation anjongst the staff of the Printing and Stationery Depart¬ 
ment of ,the gradation list. 122. 

Classification of piece-workers in the Govermnent of India Presses. 
1270-71.' 

Confirmation of certain clerks in the Central Stationery Office. 112-13. 

Contract for supplying coolies to the Central Stationery and Stamp 
Office. 122-23. 

Contract of Messrs. Bird and Co. for the siij^ply of coolio.s to the CeulTul 
Stationery and Stamp Office. 123. 

Crossing of the efficiency bar in the 2nd Division by dcsiintchors and 
tvpists in the Army Department. MS. 

Dates of appointment and confirmation of certain clerk.s in tlie Central 
Stationerv Office. 111. 

Dates of confirmation of certain clerks in the Central Stationery Ofiice. 
113-14, 117-18. 

Deductions on account of blanks in solid matter from the v.agf- [>af.l 
to the employees in the Govermnent of India 1 resse.-. I _ il. 

Discharge of Babu Batta Ixrishna Dutta, a clerk in the Central Forms 
Store. 1341. 

Dismis-sal and subsequent reinstatement of two assi.sfauts of the ht.ation- 
ery Office, 1310. 
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MITEA, Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA-con<(?. 

Question re— conti. 

Duties of clerks in the lower grade of the Imperial Record Department. 
566. 

Duties of the clerks of the General Post Olliice, Madras, etc. 1106. 

Duties of the Superintendent of the General branch, Central Stationery 
Office. 560-61. 

Duties of the tmvn inspectors of post offices in Madras and Calcutta, 
respectively, etc. 1105. 

Earnings of binders in the Government of India Presses. 1274. 

Earnings of compositors in the Government of India Presses. 1268-70. 

Employment of impositoi's in the Government of India Presses on the 
piece-rate system. 1272-73. 

Employment of men sanctioned for the Stamp branch in the Stationery 
Branch under the Controller of Printing and Stationery. 115. 

General branch of the Central Stationery Office. 560. 

General supervision of the branches of the Central Stationery Office, 
etc. 562. 

Grant of increments to certain 2nd Division cleiks in the Army Depart¬ 
ment. 147-48. 

Grant of joining time to members of the Telegraph Office, Simla, during 
the moves between Simla and Delhi. 1267-68.. 

Grant of passage concessions to members of the non-superior services 
who are of non-Asiatic domicile. 1007. 

Holidays, leave, etc., of the piece-workers of the Government of India 
Press at Calcutta. 1386. 

Increase in the clerical establishment of the Central Publication Branch, 
Calcutta. 1339-40. 

Increment registers of the employees of the Central Stationery Office. 
428-30. 

Introduction of a leave reserve in the Army Department. 148-49. 

Irregularity in confirmation of clerks in the Central Stationery Office- 

112 . 

Loan to the late Nawab Sir Salimullah of Dacca. 1164-65. 

Loss incurred by Government on deteriorated stationery. 429-30. 

Memorial addressed to the Einancial Commissioner, Railway Board, by 
the clerks of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 1196. 

Memorial from the clerks emp]o)'ed mider the Controller of Printing and 
Stationery, India. 1196. 

Slemorial of Kogendra Nath Ghosh. 1341. 

Meinotial of the clerical staff of the Printing and Stationery Departmen'' 
for increased pay. 1340. i ■ ' 
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MITRA, Mr. SATYEInTDEA CHANDRA— coHfd 
Question re. — conld. 

Memorial of tlie piece-workers of tlie Government of India Pxcs.s, Cal¬ 
cutta. 1270. 

Nepotism in the Central Stationery Office. 115-16. 

Non-confirmation of certain elerk.s in the Central Stationery Depart^ 
ment. 114. 

Number and jiay of gazetted officers in the Printing and Stationery 
Department. 1339. 

Number of clerks dismissed by Mr. Golder, while Manager of tlie Central 
Publication Branch. 134]. 

Number of machines purchased and sold by the Govermncut of India 
Presses at Calcutta, Delhi, Simla and Aligarh from 1922 to 1927. 
1275. 

Pay and grading of mail guards of the Railway Mail Service. 567. 

Pay of Mr. J. H. Golder. 1341. 

Pay of the assistant directors-gcneral of the post, office. 992. 

Payment for meal and prayer intervals to the piecc-worlccrs of the 
Government of India Presses. 1271-72. 

Permanent location of the headquarters of the Indian fSiorc-s Diqinrt- 
ment. 1388. 

Powers of appointment, transfer, and piini-shmcnt of .'^ubordinate.s 
vested in the town inspectors of post offices in Madras. 110.5. 

Presentation made by the clerlis of the Central Stationery Office to the 
Controller of Printing and Stationery on the occasion of tlie nmniage 
of his daughter. 122. 

Pro.sentation made by the subordinate .staff to the Oonl roller of Printing 
and Stationeiy on the occasion of his daughter’s nnarrifuje. 12.‘'.-2!. 

Promotion of a .second division clerk of the Wireless branch to the 
first division. 1007-08. 

Promotions in the Printing and Stationery Department. 122. 

Propo.sed separation of Audit from Accounts on the hhuicrn Pcniral 
Railway. 1307-08. 

Recruitment of Hindus of Chittagoitg to the, provincial ciuhe of the 
Postal Service. 1196. 

Recruitment on a communal basis in the Indian I’ost.al and 
Dei'.irtment. 1080. 

Removal of the Imperial Record Dep-artment fiom r.aicu;vi t<i jJ.-du- 
566. 

Reorganisation of the office of the Director Genei.d of ih’-t - ;,r»d Tcffi- 
graphs. 992-93. 
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MITRA, Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA— cwicM^. 

Question re — concld. 

Replacement of the Naldi branch post office in the district of Jessore 
by a sub-office. 1268. 

Retrenchment of the post of Assistant Controller of Stamps in the Central 
Stationery Office. 427-28. 

Revision of the pay of the clerical establishment of the Imperial Record 
Department. 566-67. 

Revision of the pay of the clerical staS of the office of the Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs. 992. 

Revision of the rates for piece-workers in the Government of India 
Presses, etc. 1273. 

Rules regulating promotions and grant of leave. 561., 

Starting rates of pay of town inspectors of post offices in Calcutta and 
Madras before the introduction of the time-scale of pay in 1920,1106. 

Submission of memorials by the subordinate stafi of the Printing and 
Stationery Department. 120-21. 

Superintendent in the Central Stationery Office. 428-30. 

Supersession of certain clerks in the Central Stationery Office by Babu 
Suprokas Pal. 116-17. 

Supersession of certain clerks of the office of the Director General of 
Posts and Telegraphs. 1008. 

Temporary clerks in the Central Printing and Stationery Office,' 
Calcutta. 1341-42. 

Time spent on the inspection of out-agencies in the hills by Mr. Wood, 
Chief Auditor of the North Western Railway. 892. 

Transfer of certain clerks from the stationery branch to Stamp branch 
in the Central Stationery Office. 429. 

MITRA, The Honourable Sir BHUPENDRA NATH— 

Dangerous Drugs Bill— 

Introduced. 163. 

Motion to circulate. 1226,1230. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of— 

“ Administration of Justice.” 1235-36. 

“ Capital outlay on Currency Note Printing Tress. 1237. 

“ Civil Works—Central.” 1230. 

“ Stamps.” 1235. 
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MITRA, The Honourable Sir BHUPENDRA HATH— 

Indian Income-Tax (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to introduce. 166. 

Motion to consider. 947-48, 951. 

Motion to pass. 951, 955-56. 

Madras Salt (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to introduce. 166. 

Motion to consider. 957. 

Motion to pass. 957. 

Presentation of the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the 
accoimts of 1926-27. 1205. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions tiy consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 776-82 
■ 809. 

Trade Disjmtes Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 1211. 

MOALLEMS— 

Question re harassment of pilgrims by-. 22-23. 

MOCHULPURA— 

Question re — 

Alleged assault by the Foreman of the Vacuum Brakeshop on Moham¬ 
mad Hussain, a workman of the Carriage and Wagon shops at-, 

337. 

Pro\usion of an overbridge at the crossing to the east of-on the 

North Western Railway. 96. 

MOHAMMAD HUSSAIN— 

Question rc alleged assault by the Foreman of the Vacuum Brakc.shoj) 

on-, a workman of the Carriage and Wagon .shop.s at Moghul- 

pura. 337. 

MOHAAIMAD ISI\L4IL KHAN, Haji CHAUDIIURI— 

Question rc— 

Total number of daftrics, peons, farashos and menials employed in the 
Indian Stores Department, etc. 1318-19, 

Total strength of the clerical and menial establishment of the Bombay 
Purchase Circle. 1319. 
lilOHENJODARO— 

Qiic.stion Tc presentation of vahiabl*' finds made at - -- to the Britidi 
Museum. 27. 

MOIIPANI COLLIEKY— 

Que.stion re reduction of the capital cost of the-. 

3I01L-LMEH GHAT— 

Onestion rc construction of a railway bridge over the G.antcs at-, 43. 

jri76LA ' o 
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MONGHYE DIVISION- 

Question re number of appointments of reserve clerks in tbe-of the 

Bibar and Orissa Postal Circle, etc. 215-16. 

MONKEYS— 

Question re cruelty to a consignment of-sent from Lucknow to Bombay 

by tbe Great Indian Peninsula Eailway. 412. 

MOOKBEJEA, Sib EAJENDEA NATH— 

Question re speech made by-regarding tbe wagon purchase' policy, 

of tbe Indian State Eailways. 261-62. ' ' - 

MOONJE, De. B. S.- 

Question re — 

Aimual amount required for tbe maintenance of tbe provincial hospital 
at Peshawar. 1076. 

Cruelty to a consignment of monkeys sent from Lucknow to Bombay 
by tbe Great Indian Peninsula Eailway. 412. 

Donation by tbe Government of India to tbe provincial hospital at 
Peshawar. 1075. 

Employment of Mr. B. K. Singh in tbe Department of Civil Aviation, 
323. 

Examination for certificates as first and second class mines managers. 
24-25.- 

Grants made by tbe Local Government and tbe Government of India 
towards tbe completion of the provincial hospital at Peshawar. 1076. 

Inclusion of certain subjects as optional subjects in certain specified 
Imperial Services examinations. 411-12. 

Military training of Indian youths. 1308. 

Eesults of tbe I. C. S. examination held in India in 1928. 23-24. 

Scheme for a provincial hospital at Peshawar. 1074. 

Scheme for a provincial hospital initiated by Colonel Brierley, Chiei 
Medical Officer of tbe North-West Frontier Province. 432-33. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Competitive examination for the Indian Medical Service. 903. 

. Employment of Hindus and Muslims in vacancies occurring in tb( 
Eailway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, since March, 1928. 1289 

Issue of service rifles to the University Training Corps in tbe Unite( 
Pro-vdnces. 988-89. 

Number of Indian officers holding King’s commissions in the India 
units of Artillery, Engineers, Signals and the Air Force. 1298 

Trai^g of cadets on the training ships “ Conway ” and “ Worcester 
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MOORE, Mr. ARTHUR— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of ])artialitv and bias 

against Mr. President. 

(2) Alleged propaganda bj' tbe Home Department acainsl 

Ml’. President. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill- 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 018-51, 
659. 

MOPLAHS— 

Question re settlement of - in the Andamans. 406-07. 

. MORADABAD— 

Question re— 

Discharge of certain vcndoi s employed at-on the East Indian Rail¬ 

way. 624. 

Bmplojincnt of railway menial staff by the Assistant Superintendent, 
Power House,-, on his private work. 178-80, 

Flooding of the railway quarters at-325-26. 

Number of Hindus and Mussulmans in the Divisional Superintendent’.s 
Office,-, East Indian Railway. 180-81. 

Refuisal of the Agent to grant card passes to the office-bearcre of the East 
Indian Railway Union a(-, 692-93. 

MORADABAD CIRCLE— 

Question re promotion of guards in th c- . 178. 

MORADABAD DHUSION— 

Question re— 

Disaffection among the license holders on railway stations in the —— of 
the East Indian Railway. 679. 

Ill-treatment of the railway enn)lo 3 -ees in the-and Lueknow 

division Iw certain specified officials. 277-78. 

Licenses for selling fan and cigarettes at railway stations in the- 

of the East Indian Railway'. 624. 

Opening of new stations in the-of the Ea.sf Indian Roihvaj’. 6)25. 

Tea vendors at .stations in the-of the East Indian Railwa\'. 621. 

MORADABAD BAliIBlIAL BRANCH TRAIN SERMCE— 

Question re timings of the-. 62G. 

lilORAN, Colonel—• 

Question ro conduct of the eonospoudcnce of tlie Cantonment Bo.atd 
bj--, Executive Officer, Ambala. 1117. 

o2 
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MOSLEMS- 

Question re-in the clerical staff employed in tlie offices of tlie Port 

Commissioners, Chittagong. 873. 

Number of Hindus and-employed as superintendents, post masters 

and clerks in all the post offices in Sind. 330. 

MOSQUES- 

Question re expenditure on the maintenance of temples and- for 

Indian troops and civil officers. 1282-83. 

MOTHER INDIA— 

Question re Government’s disapproval of the allegations made by Miss 
Mayo in her book--against Indians. 25-26. 

MOTIHARI— 

Question re construction of quarters for the clerks of the head post 
office at-. 85-86. 

MOTION— 

-re separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 1249-63. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT— 

See “ Adjournment”. 

MOTOR GARAGE— 

Question re provision of a-in the premises of the post office, Peshawar, 

etc. 634, 

MOTOR SERVICE- 

Question re-——maintained in Delhi for the conveyance of files from 
New Delhi to Viceregal Lodge. 132-33. 

MUDDIMAN, Sir ALEXANDER— 

Expressions of regret on the deaths of-and Captain Kabul Singh. 

168-62. 

MUEASSIL DISPENSARIES— 

Question re charge of-in the Punjab. 896. 

MU6MA— 

Question re provision of a raised platform and suitable waiting accommo¬ 
dation at-on the East Indian Railway. 666. 

MUHAMMAD ALI, Maulana— 

Question re search by the customs officials at Dover of the baggage of’- 

210 . 

MUHAhIMAD NAWAZ KHAN, Sabdar- 

Question re — 

Restrictions relating to the part-time employment of officers of the Army 
in India Reserve of Officers. 1082. ' 

Travelling allowance of cavalry and infantry officers of the Armv 
fndia Reserve of Officers, 1081-82. ^ 
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MDHAMMADAJSIS)— 

Question re— 

Appointinent of ——as superintendents of post offices in the Bombay 
Circle. 272-73. 

Duties of the-member of the Public Service Commission. 520. 

Employment of-as clerks in the office of the Chief Medical Officer, 

Delhi. 89i. 

Employment of-as doctors in the hospitals in Delhi. 895. 

Employment of-compounders in the Delhi Provinca 896. 

Employment of-in branches of the Imperial Bank in the Punjab. 

43. 

Employment of-in the Imperial Library. 129-30. 

Excessive number of-superintendents of post offices in Bihar 

and Orissa. 218-19. 

Number of Hindu and-non-matriculates employed as reserve cIctIcs 

or as candidates for reserve clerkships in the Bihar and Orissa 
Postal Circle. 216. 

Number of Hindus,-and Sikhs employed in the offices of the Post¬ 

master General, Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle and the . 
Deputy Postmaster General, Railway klail Service, Ambala. 623. 

Number of-- assistant surgeons in the Delhi Province, etc. 105‘i. 

Number of-- doctors in dispensaries in the outlying suburb.^ of 

Delhi, etc. 1053-54. 

Number of Sikhs, Hindus, -and Christians in the Enilway Clear- 

ing House at Delhi. 127-28. 

Number of Sikhs, Hindus and-in Army Headquarters, the Imperial 

Secretariat and the Railway Board- 127. 

Promotion of --postmen as overseers in the Bihar and Orissa Postal 

Circle. 214. 

Publication of an attack on Hindus by the-Ahmndi paper 

Sunrise. 913. 

Recmitment of-in the Bihar and Oris-sa Postal Circle. 214. 

^ Hindu and Christian clerks, accountants, etc., in the 
Military Accounts Department. 12G. 

MUHABRUM HOLIDAYS— 

Questionrc——in the Imperial Secretariat. 51. 

MUKERJBE, Babu BUNKIM CHANDRA- 

Question rc discharge of-,a clerkin the District Ix)CO.Superinf indent's 

Office, Eastern Bengal Railway, Dacca. 13Sr>-bG, 


o2 
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MUKHEEJI,De. 

Question re transfer^ , Sub-Assislant Surgeon in charge of the rail¬ 
way dispensarjCDelhi. 896. 

MUKHEEJI^-^S^S^ONITOSH— 

-'—'Question re case of-, late a relieving station master of the Hoivrah 

Division, East Indian Railv'ay. 1175. 

MUKHTAR SINGH, Mr.— 

Question re— 

Appointment of Rate Classification Committees on the Indian Rail¬ 
ways. 1304-05. 

Freight charges on certain articles. 1079. 

Freight rates charged on Revenue account for fuel, stores, etc., on State- 
managed Railways. 1078. 

Purchase in India of belting required by the State-managed Railways. 

1077- 78. 

Reduction of the railway freights on sugar, bmo, joggertj and shahJcar. 

1078- 79. 

Resolution re education of girls and women in the territories adminis¬ 
tered by the Central Government. 599-602. 

MULTAN CITY— 

Question re opening of a booldng office in-. 431-32. 

MUNICIPAL COUNCILS- 

Que-stion re nomination of members of the depressed classes to the local 

boards and-in Delhi Province, etc. 503-04. 

MUNICIPALITY(rES)— 

Question re — 

Action of the Special Magistrate in the-of Peshawar in holding his 

court in the evenings. 496. 

Introduction of the elective system in all the-- and Io)vil boards of 

the North-West Frontier Province. 1187. \ 

Reduction of Indian representation in the-at Nairobi, etc \l28i. 

iVIUNSHI, Mr. JEHANGIR K.— 

Oath of Office. 395. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 789-98 
^lotion to consider Report of the Select Committee. 1378. 

MURDER— 

Question re conduct of the police in invc.stigating the_of 

Muhammad Sadiq, father-in-law of Khawaja Hasan Nizami 1.307 
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MURTAZA SAHEB BAHADUR, Madlvi SATYID— 

Questiou re— 

Conviction of Kanganies (coolie recruiters) for forgery and entrapping 
coolies. 1189. 

Establishment of an elected Board in Peshawar Cantonment. 1003. 

Exclusion of Indians from the Civil Service examination of Ceylon. 
1188. 

Introduction of the elective system in all the municipalities and local 
boards of the North-West Erontier Pro\dnce. 1187. 

Introduction of the Reforms into the North-West Frontier Pronnce 
1188. 

Proposal made by the Agent of the Government of India in Ceylon for 
the abolition of the kangany system of recruiting labourers. 1189. 

Proposed resort to civil disobedience of the peoples of the North- 
West Frontier Province. 1188. 

Registration of the Muslim Association, Peshawar Cantonment. 984. 
Revision of the pay of town inspectors of post offices. 1181. 
MUSEUM— 

Question re — 

Presentation of valuable finds made at Mohenjo-daro to the British-. 

27. 

Removal of valuable relics from the-at Patna to the-at Calcutta. 

73-74. 

MUSLIM(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Hindus to posts vacated by-in certain specified 

offices. 686-87. 

Appointment of-as clerks in the branches of the Printing and 

Stationery Department, Calcutta. 688-89. 

Appointment of-as probationary superintendents of post offices. 

213. 

Appointment of-as superintendents and assistants in the Depart¬ 

ment of Commerce. 874-75. 

Appointment of-as superintendents and assistants in the Depart¬ 

ment of Education, Health and Lands. 875-76. 

Employment of Hindus and-in v.acancies ocemring in the Railway 

Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, .since March, 1928. 1287-89. 

Employment of- as gazetted officers in the Railway Clearing 

Accounts Office, Delhi. 1293-94. 

Emplojunent of-in the Indian Forest Service. 53G-37. 

Employment of - in the office of the Director of Chdl Aviation. 

1284. 
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MUSLIM(S)— 

Question re — contd. 

Employment of-in the office of tbe Railway Board. 1284-85, 

Employment of-in the Public Works Branch of the Department of 

Industries and Labour. 1284. 

Grrant to the-of their proper share of posts of gazetted postmasters. 

178. 

Inadequate representation of - in the office of the Accountant 

General, Central Revenues, Delhi. 1194. 

Location in the same area of —^ employees of the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway at Kharagpur. 1095-96j 

-graveyard outside Dabagri Gate in Peshawar Cantonment. 495, 

Names of-and Hindu graduates and under-graduates employed in 

the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi, etc, 1291. 

Number of- and Hindu clerks in certain specified offices of the 

, Assam Bengal Railway. 995. 

Number of-and Hindu postal clerics and sub-postmasters employed 

under the postmasters, Peshawar and Abbottabad. 689-90. 

Number of - and non- - assistant accounts officers, senior 

accountants and accountants, etc., in the office of the Accountant 
General, Central Revenues, Delhi. 1192. 

Number of-and non--employed in certain specified offices, 

996. 

Number of-employed in the Government Test House, Ahpore, etc. 

687-88. 

Number of —— in the establishments of the civil com'ts in the Delhi 
Province. 312. 

Paucity of- clerks and accountants in the Military Accounts 

Department, North-West Frontier Province. 497-98. 

Paucity of-in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 1290- 

91. 

Recruitment for the superior services of the North Western Railway of 
-from the North-West Frontier Province. 496-97. 

Refusal to grant leave to-employees of the Loco, workshops, at 

Bhatinda to say their Id prayers, etc. 418-20. 

Representation of-in certain specified offices. 685, 

Representation of-in the four offices in Calcutta imder the Con¬ 

troller of Printing and Stationery. 686. 

Representation of-in the office of the Railway Board, 876. 

Representation of-in the Wirelcs-s Divisional Oificcs. etc. 315. 

Repre.sentation of - on the Assam Bengal Railwa}". 991-95. 

Safeguarding of the interests of-in the Railway Clearinc 4r‘pmiTifc 

Office, Delhi. 1289-90, 1291-92. ‘ 
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MUSLIM ASSOCIATION, PESHAWAR CANTONMENT— 

Question re registration of the-. 984. 


MUSLIM OUTLOOK— 

Question re criticisms in the-of the administration of the Assistant 

Director, Eailway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 1290. 

MUSSAL]\IAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a-as Assistant Postmaster General in tlie Bengal 

and Assam Circle. 175. 

Appointment of-as probationary superintendents of post offices. 

176-77. 

Employment of-as establishment clerks on the East Indian Railway. 

191-92. 


Increase in the percentage of-employed in certain offices. 1051- 

52. 

Money due to the-of Delhi on account of compensation for the 

acquisition of certain property. 67-68. 

Number of appointments filled up by-in the Posts and Telegraph 

Department in 1927-28. 176. 

Number of Hindus and-in Divisional Superintendent’s Office. 

Moradabad, East Indian Railway. ISO-Sl. 

Recruitment of-as postmen and menials in the Chittagong division 

and the Chittagong head office. 277. 

Recruitment of-graduates in the clerical cadre of the post office. 

176. 

Representation of-as postmen and menials in the Posts and Tele¬ 

graph Departmentt (Bengal and As'-nm Circle). 277. 


MUZAFFARPUR— 


Question rc construction of a railway bci^\oen 
55, 69. 


N 


and Hitainarhi. if, 


NABIGANJ— 

Question rc extension of the Shaislhaganj and Ilabig.mj Railway to — 
130,3-01. 


NAGA COUNTRY— 

Question rc abolition of slavery and human sacriru-« in the Triangle and 
-. 75. 


NAGPUR— 

Question rc resolution No. 90 pas<:ed at the Tth of tlie Ail-Indin 

Postal and Railway Mai] Service Conference laid at ■—- . 72, 
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Question re dismissal of a large number of experienced patwaris, 

girdwaras, inerabs and-by the Settlement Officer, Pesbawar. 

621. 

NAIBU, Me. B. P.— 

Indian Income-tax fAmendment) Bill— 

Motion to pass. 953. 

Question re — 

Construction of overbridges or imderbridges at the level crossings near 
Guntur, Tenali and Nellore stations on the Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway. 1278. 

Construction of waiting sheds at Singarayakonda, Tettu, Talamanchi 
and Kodavalur stations on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway. 1278. 

NAINI TAL- 

Question re removal of the muter headquarters of the British Trade Agent 
at Gartok from Simla to Almora or-. 286. 


NAIROBI- 


Question re reduction of Indian representation in the municipality at 
etc. 1281. 


NALBI- 

• Question re replacement of the branch post, office at-in the district 

of Jessore by a sub-office. 1268. ^ 

NARHAlfA— 


Question re construction of a railway from Manmad via Malagaon and 
Bhula to-. 53. 


NARSIAUl®- 

Qucstion re opening of a railway line between Ji 
913. 

NASIK— 

Question re — 

Indianisation of the sta5 of the Security Printing Press,-. 279-80. 

Training of Indian youths in the Security Printing Press,-. 520. 

NATURALISATION-- 

Question re —- of Indians in the United States of America. 679-80. 
NAVY— 



Question re Indian-. 906-07. 

NAVVAB Siu SALBrULLAH OF BACCA— 
Q'ujstion re loan to the Lite 


. 1164-65. 
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KEedham report— 

Question te publication of the-on the Railway Sledlcal Sctsuco. 1071. 

NEHRU COmiTTEE— 

Question re supplj"^ to the Indian Statutory Commission of the Eeport of 
the- . 1202. 


NEHRU, Pandit MOTILAL— 


(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partiality .and A 

bias .against Mr. President. f 739-13, 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Homo Department against C 758-09. 

Mr. President. 

Motion re separate office for the Legislative Asscmbty. 1249-53. 

Public Safet}'^ (Removal from India) Bill— 

Objections raised by—under Standing Order No. 38 to the Bill being 
taken into consideration. 299-300, 304. 

Point of order raised by-that the Central Legisl.aturc has no power 

to pass the law embodied in the-. 436-39, 440. 

Motion to consider, circulate and refer to Select Commitlee. (CG-(.5, 
776, 777. 


Question (Supplementary) re— 

Remarks made by the Honourable 3Ir. .Tustico Courtney Tc^cll, Cliiof 
Justice of the High Court, Patna, in Criminal Ai)peal Ao. 2.5 of 1928. 
327,328. 


Visit of Dr. Sudhindra Bose to India. 212. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 722-26, 735, 736, 

Resolution re the cable and wireless beam merger. 2U. 

Separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 295-96, 29/-93. 

Statement by Mr. Pre.sidcnt re .separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 


224. 

Si.atement bv the Leader of the House regardmg allegations in certam 
newspapers of partiality and bia.s against Mr. I re.-^ident. 1 _ t<)- J /. 

Statement bv the Leader of the House regarding alleged propag.anda by 
tbc Home Department against Mr. President. 124()-1 /. 


NELLORE 


Question rc construction of overbridge-^ or undcrbridge.sin the level crocs- 

iilgs near Guntur. Tenalia - .lationson tl.eMadra^ nnd bonthern 

[Mahratta Railway. 1278. 
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NEOGY, Mb. K. C.- 

Appointment of-as a member of the Committee on Public Petitions. 

294. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of— 

“ Audit ” (Eailways). 1392-95, 1396, 1397, 1398. 

“ Audit ” (Separation of Audit and Accounts). 1240-43. 

“ Civil Works Central.” 1237. 

Nomination of-to the Panel of Chairmen. 294. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 779> 
806-13, 846. 

Question re — 

Abandonment of certain partly-developed railway collieries. 564. 

Alleged irregularities and corrupt practices in the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office, Delhi. 1110-11. 

Appointment of High Court Judges from the ranks of the Provincial 
Civil Service. 1066. 

Complaints from Railways, who are not parties to the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office, of irregularities. 1111-12. 

Construction of the Faridpur-Charmuguria-Barisal Railway. 87. 
Construction of the Ishurdi-Pabna-Shadhugauj Railvffiy. 86-87. 
Consumption of coal by class I Railways. 564. 

Consumption of coal by the Bengal Nagpur Railway, etc. 563. 

Depressed condition of the silk-weaffing industry in some parts of 
Bengal. 998-99. 

Discontinuance of the steamer services maintained by the Eastern 
Bengal Railway. 565. 

Eficct of the Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Acton the hand- 
loom industry. 1074. 

Exemption of the profits of railway collieries in Biliar and Orissa from 
assessment under Chapter V of the Cess Act. 563-64. 

Pilling up of vacancies in the higher appointments of the Accounts 
Department of the East Indian Railway. 1109-10. 

Phring on railway strikers at Bamangachi. 11. 

Memorial of the staff of the Accounts Department of the East Indian 
Railway. 1109. 

Number of persons employed in railway collieries on certain specified 
salaries, etc. 561. 

Number of underframes to be manufactured at the Peninsular Loco¬ 
motive works at Tatauagar during 1928-29, 260, 
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NEOGY, SIR. K. C.~contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Number of wagons of different types ordered for the Railways since the 
termination of the bounty system. 262-64. 

Percentage of vacancies in the Indian Forest Service filled by promotion 
of officers of the Provincial Forest Ser\dce. 615-lG. 

Presentation of the accounts of railwa 3 ''-owned collieries on a commercial 
basis. 562-63. 

Promotion of sub-assistants to officiate as assistant .superintoiulciit ; 
in the Geological Survey of India. 1336-37. 

Provision of a platform and waiting rooms at Faridpur, Maslorn Bengal 
Railway. 87-88. 

Provision of a raised platform and suitable waiting accommodation at 
Mugma on the East Indian Railway. 565. 

Purchase of coal from the market by the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 
563. 

Quantity and value of .steel castings for railway rolling .stock ordered 
for the Indian railways during the current 3 'oar. 200. 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission relating to npjiointmcnts In 
the Indian Civil Sendee bj' promotions from the Provincial .services. 
1064-65. 

Recruitment to clerical and subordinate .services under the Financial 
Commissioner of Raihvaj^s. 7. 

Recruitment to gazetted posts under the Financial Commissioner of 
Railways. 7-8. 

Reorganisation of the office of the Controller of Printing and Stationery. 
1336. 

Report of the Indian States Committee. 1051. 

Representation of State Raihvaj’s on European Chambers of ComnuTce, 
613-15. 

Representation of the East Indian Railw.ay on the Indian Mining A'-'-o- 
ciation, Calcutta. 612-13. 

Speech made by Sir Rajcndra Nath Alookcrjea rcg.arding the wagon 
purchase polic)' of the Indian Stntc Railways. 2G1-62. 

Tenders from tlic Kumardhubi Emrinecring work.s for sfoc! (-.T-tines for 
railway rolling stock. 261. 

Unworked ro.source.s of coal of 13. 1}. 15, 17 and 18 .sc.-un left workabi*’ 
in the Jharia coalfields. 565. 

Working co.st of the East Indian Railway foreiim tnu'lie in the Railway 
Clearing Accounts Office for the vear i927-28. 1111. 
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KEOGY, Me. K. G.-conkl 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Classification of guards, engine drivers and ticket collectors on tlie 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 510. 

Confiscation of the book entitled Polities of oil. 480-81. 

Conversion of leave allowances at 2.9. per rupee. 985. 

Deputy Agent, South Indian Railway. 1093. 

Representative of India at the signing of the Peace Pact in Paris. 681. 
Reservation of the Coastal Traffic in India Bill- 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 721-22, 732-33. 

Resolution re— 

Pay of Judges of the High Courts. 574-78, 580, 582, 583, 592. 

The cable and wireless beam merger. 227-28. 

NEPAL- 

Question re smuggling of opium from-into Bihar and Orissa, 49, 

NEPAL FRONTIER- 

Question re location of another military force in North Bihar on the-. 

209. 

NEPOTISM— 

Question re-- in the Central Stationery Office! 116-16, 

NEW CAPITAL COMMITTEE— 

Question re names of the members of the-. 82, 


NEW DELHI— 


Question re — 


Conservancy charges levied from daftaries b}"- the Health Department 
in-, 339. 

Grant of conveyance allowance to Members of the Legislative Assembly 
at Simla and-. 51. 


Motor sendee maintained in Delhi for the conveyance of files from 
Viceregal Lodge. 132-33. 

Prolongation of the stay of the Government of India in __ 

1087-88. 


Remarks of Professor Reiley regarding-. r)34. 

Representation from the Imperial Secretariat Duftaries’ 
regarding quarters in-. 338. 


Association 
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NEWSPAPEES— 

Allegations in certain 
739-62. 
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of partiality and bias agaijist ^Ir. President. 


Statement by ]\Ir. Pre.sident regarding allegations made against him in 
certain-. 1421-22. 

Statement by the Leader of the House regarding allegations in certain_ 

of partiality and bias against Mr. President. 1215-48. 

ISfIGHT DUTY— 


Question re remuneration of railway employees at higher rates for- 

etc. 553. 

NIZAMI, Khawaja HASAN— 

Question re conduct of the police in investigating the murder of Saved 
Mohammad Sadiq, father-in-law of-. 1307. 

NOAKHALI— 

Question re telegraphic connection between-and Hatiya and the 

Sandwip Islands. 689. 

NOMINATION(S)— 

Question rc— 

-of a Sildi to the Indian Civil Service. 1108-09. 

-of Mr. Tarlochan Das Bedi to the Indian Civil Service. 1108. ■ 

-to the Indian Civil Service. 1107. 

-to the Indian Ci\’il Service in 1928. 322. 


NON-ASIATIC DOJIICILE— 

Question rc grant of passage conce.ssions to members of the nou-sujjcrior 
services of-. 1007. 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICEES— 

Question re extra messing allowance to-and men of the University 

Training Corps. 985-86. 

NON-MUSLIiMS— 

Question rc stoppage of the recruitment of-as com jto.si tons in the 

Government of India Press, Delhi, 990. 

NOETHEEN INDIA SALT EEVBNUE— 

Question rc em])lovment of Sikhs in the oOiec of the Commi’^sinner.-. 

Delhi. 1091.' 

NOETH WESTEEN EATLWAY— 

.Sec “ Eailw.ayhs) ”. 

NOETH-WEST FEONTIEE— 

Question rc intensive military preparations on the-. 259. 
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NORTH-WEST FRONTIER CIROLE— 


Question rc number of town inspectors of post offices in the Punj ab and 
-, etc. 1006. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE— 

■ Question re — 

Acquisition of land from members of agricultural tribes bj the depressed 
classes of the-, 889-90. 

Elected representative for the-in the Legislative Assembly, 498-99. 

Introduction of the elective system in all the municipalities and local 

boards of the-.' 1187. 

*■ ^ 

Introduction of the Reforms into the-. 1188. 

^ Number of cases of embezzlement discovered by the Local Fund Audit 
Department in the Punjab and the-. 431. 

Paucity of Muslim clerks and accountants in the Mihtary Accounts 
Department,-. 497-98. 

Proposed resort to civil disobedience by the people of the-. 1188. 

Recruitment for the superior services of the North Western Railway of 
Muslims from the-. 496^97. 

Robberies and daooities committed in the-from 1885 to 1926, etc. 

616-17. 


Scheme for a provincial hospital initiated by Colonel Brierley, Chief 
Medical Officer of the —-—. 432. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER REVENUE AREA— 

Question re employment of two candidates not belonging to the_in 

clerical appointments in the Punjab and North-West Frontier Postal 
Circle. 1308-09. 

NO-TAX CAMPAIGN— 

Question re-in Bardoli. 278. ‘ ’ 


O 

OAKGROVE SCHOOL, hlUSSOORIE— 
Question re — 


Expenditure incurred by the East Indian Railway on scholarships to 
European and Anglo-Indian students in the-, etc. 415-16 ^ 

Fees for children of railway employees at the_ 416 

Grant of preference to students of the- 

for the Bast Indian Railway workshops 
Jamalpur. 416-17. 


in the selection of apprentices 

‘ "‘e technical school at 
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OATH Ol? OFFICE- 

Bliarucha, Mr. S. i\r. 1. 

Boiver, Sir. E. H. SI. 167. 

Ghazanfar Ali Kiaii, Sir. 1. 

Hezlett, Sir. J. 1. 

Hira Singt, Brar, Sardar Bahadur, Houorar}- Captain. 1. 

King, Sir. C. SI. J. 

Lalchand Navalrai, Sir. 1. 

SlcWatters, the Honourable SIi-. A. 0. ]. 

Slunsbi, Sir. Jehangir K. .395. 

Raghavayya Pantulu Garu, Diwan Bahadur T. ]. 

Rau, Mr. H. S. 1. 

Rogers, Sir. P. G. 1. 

Simpson, Sir James. 1. . 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 1, 

Stewart, Sir, J. A. 167. 

Webb, Sir. M. 1. 

OIL— 

Question re confiscation of the book entitled Politics of -. 179-81, 

OIL INDUSTRY— 

Question re— 

Expenditure incurred on the enquiry bj^ the Tarifl Board into tlie ques¬ 
tion of the grant of protection to the-. 1311. 

Publication of the report of the TarifT Board on the-. IS1-S2. 

Reports of the TarifT Board on tlie match indusfrv and the-. 268- 

69. 

ONDAL— 

Question rc lo.ss caused to the East Indian Railwa}* by the Ffrikes at 
Lillooah, Asansol and-. 337. 

ONDAL SVORKSHOPS— 

Question rc ejectment from their quarters of lh(> workfr.s of the ——. 
East Indian Railway. 1169-70. 

OORTYAS— 

Question ro — 

Employment of Biharis and-in the Government of India S€<-rr'tariaf, 

70-71. 

Emplomncnt of Biharis and-in the office of the Auditor Ch-nerM. 

71. 


M176LA 


r 
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OOKIYAS— mitd. 

Question re — contd. 

Employment of-in the Government of India Offices. 1337, 1338- 

39. 

Employment of --in the office of the Auditor General. 1337-38. 

Employment of-in the offices of the Accountant General, Railways, 

Railway Board, etc. 1338. 

OPIUM- 

Question re— 

Consumption of-in D elhi. 604. 

Smuggling of-from Nepd into Bihar and Orissa. 49, 

OPIUM SMOKING— 

Question re control of-. 52-53. 

ORPHANS- 

Question re proidsion for-and widows of Government servants other 

than members of the Indian Civil Service. 533-36. 

OUDH AND ROHILKHANP RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway(s) 

OTIDH & ROHILKHAND SECTION OF THE EAST INDIAN RAILWAY- 
See “ Railway(s), Bast Indian ”. 

OUTFIT ALLOWANOE- 

Question re -of officers of University Training Corps. 909-10. 

OVERBRIDGE(S)— 

Question re — 

Construction of-or underbridges at the leval crossings near Guntur 

Tcnali and Nellore stations on tlie Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway. 1278. 

Pro%dsion of an-at the crossing to the east of Moghalnura on the 

■ North Western Railway. 96. 

UnTOvered at Hardwar and Lhaksar on the Bast Indian Railway. 
OVERSEERS— 

Question re promotion of Muhammadan postmen as-- in the Rilinr 

and Orissa Postal Circle. 2U. 

OYERTBIE— 


Question re grant of — to telegr.nph delivery messengers. 1100. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


215 


P. & 0. STEAMERS— P 

Question re grant of special facilities to passengers by the-rewardiu" 

journeys on Indian Railways. 1083-84. ° ° 

PACKAGES- 

Question re recovery of losses in the case of shortage of-from the 

staff of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 546-47. 

PAKSEY— 

Question re provision of two swimming baths for the European and Anglo- 

Indian employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway at-and Saidpur 

140. 

PAL, Babu SIIPROKAS— 

Question re supersession of certain clerics in the Central Stationery Office 
by-. 116-17. 

PAMPHLET(S)- 

Question re— 

Issue of a —^— containing rules and conditions governing recruitment 
to the higher services on Railways. 190. 

Number of posters and-issued by the State Rnilway.s Publicity 

Departments. 1086-87. 

PAN— 

Question re licenses for selling-and cigarettes at railway stations on 

the Moradabad division of the East Indian Raihva)\ 624. 

PANAMA— 

Question re amendment of the Immigration Law in-. 72. 

PANDYA, Me. VIDYA vSAGAR— 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill^— 

Motion to consider. 951. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Point of order that motion to consider the Report of the SelcctCora- 

. mittee could not be taken u]) if a copy of the Report had not been 
made available to iilombers for seven days. 

Motion to consider the Report of tbe Select Committee. 1.3t8. 

Question rc — 

Concc.'^sion.s to officers of the Indian Jledical Senicc. (d?. 

Countingtowardspension,} roniotion, etc., of S‘'iudcc rendered under the 
Provincial Govenmients by officers who volunteered for .‘service in 
the Indian Jledical Service dining the Y'nr. rf20-2]. 

re 
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PANDYA, Mr. VIDYA SAGAB—conid. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Direct railway route from Madras to Peshawar. 1076-77. 

Issue of Treasury Bills within three weeks of the Government of India 
loan being fully subscribed. 1001. 

Printing of the Indian States Railway Magazine, 1086. 

Resolution re education of girls and women in the territories adminis¬ 
tered by the Opntral Government. 1034. 

PAKEL OP CHAIRMEN— 

Nominations to the-. 294. 

PAPER OURRENOT ACT— 

See " Act(s) 

PARIS- 

Question re — 

Absence of the High Commissioner for India from the Peace Pact 
ceremony in-. 680-81. 

Official who signed the Peace Pact in-for India. 881, 

PARK STREET SUB-POST OEPICE— 

Question re raising of the pay of the postmaster of the-in Calcutta. 

1097. 

PARRY, Captain R. E.— • 

Question re book by-, entitled The SiMis of the Punjab. 1108. 

PARSONS, Mr. A. A. L.— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Audit ” (Railways). 
1412-15. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant (Railways) in respect of “ Audit ” 
(Separation of Audit and Accounts). 1237-40, 1243. 

Motion for the election of a Committee to review the separation of railway 
finances from general finances. 1234. 

PASSES— 

Question re — 

Issue of-to the officers and workers of the East Indian Railway 

Union. 1168. 

Rules governing the issue of uniform, free-, etc., to the staff on the 

various State Railways. 559. 

PASSAGE— 

Question re grant of-and allowance to members of Indian services 

deputed overseas. 681-82. 
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PASSAGE aONOESSIONS— 

Question re grant of-to members of the non-superior services v?lio ate 

of non-Asiatic domicile. 1007. 

PASSENGER SUPERINTENDENTS— 

Question re bead-on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 137-38. 

PASSENGER SUPERINTENDENTS, EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY— 
Question re -. 994. 

PASSPORT OFFICER, SINGAPORE— 

Question re notice issued by the-, regarding passports for Indians 

wishing to travel to non-British territory after theii' arrival in Malaya. 

211 . 

PASSPORTS— 

Question re notice issued by the Passport Officer, Singapore, regarding 

-for Indians wishing to travel to non-British territory after their 

arrival in Malaya. 211. 

PATENTS AND DESIGNS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian-” under “ Bill(s) 

PATNA— 

Question re — 

Delivery of postal articles in the town of --, 9G-97t 

Delivery post offices in-. C2-C3. 

Establishment of a dead letter office at-. 1200-07. 

Formation of an Advisor}' Corainittec of the East Indian Railway at 
-. 88-89. 

Remarks made by the Honourable Mr. Just ice Courtney Terrell, Chief 

Justice of the High Court,-, in Criminal Appeal No. 23 of 1928. 

327-29. 

Removal of the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and 
.Orissa, from Ranchi to-. 921. 

Removal of valuable relics from the museum at-to the museum at 

Calcutta. 73-74. 

Transfer of the office of the Commissioner of inconre-tax, Bihar and 
Orissa, from Ranchi to-. 92. 

PATNA DIVISION- 
Question re— 

Grievances of the telephone probationers in the-. 12D-2G, 

Recmitment of non-inotricnlntes as clerks in the-of the Bihar and 

Orissa Postal Circle. 219. 

M17GLA 



218 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


PATNA JUNCTION— 

Question re— 

Employment of additional booldng clerks to cope -ivitli the heavy third 
class booking at-. 40, 

Location of the Indian refreshment room at-. 39-40. 

Reduction of a ticket collector at-, East Indian Railway. 1172. 

Station master of-, East Indian Railway, 1175. 

PATDANDA MAHABIBA ROAD- 

Question re detention of the 19'Up and 20-Down express trains at-. 

station. 1073. 

PATWARIS- 

Question re dismissals of a large number of experienced-, girdwaras, 

merabs and naib-tahsildars by the Settlement OfSccr, Peshawar. 
621. 

PAY- 


Question re— 

Appropriation towards military expenditure of the sayings due to the 
recent revision of the —r .of officers and British soldiers. 1299-1300. 

Differences in scales of —^ and allowances prevailing on the Oudh and 
Rohilkhand section and the East Indian section of the East Indian 
Railway. 1312. 

Distinction in the rates of-of clerks employed at Wadi Bunder, 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 544-45. 


Effect of the revision of the-of superintendents of post offices. 

217, 218. 

Extra-for Sunday and holiday work for postal officials. 80, 

Grant of increased pay to Indian guards on the Bengal and North-Western 
Railway. 1198. 

Grant of increased-to the Indian subordinates of the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 142-43. 

Grant of increased-to the subordinate staff of the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 139. 

Grant of leave with’-to cooks and servants employed in the guards’ 

running rooms on the Eastern Bengal Railway, 138. 

Grant of personal-and advance increments to subordinate officials 

on the Great Indian Pe ni nsula Railway. 514. 

Grant of technical-to Indian officers of the Madras and SmifLoT-r, 

Mahratta Railway. 1177. oournern 


Improvement oi ino-unu prospec 

schools in Ajmer-SIerwara. 425-2G, 




^” 216 ^ 21 ! -superintendents of post offices. 
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PAY— contA. 

Question re — contd. 

Inadequacy of the scales of-of the subordinate staff on the Bengal 

and North-Western Railway. 1319. 

Inadequate-of the staff of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 

1324-25. 

Increase in the-andpensionsof Government jieons and menial staff. 

311. 

Initial-of sub-assistant surgeons in Rajputana. 492-93. 

Memorial of the clerical staff of the Printing and Stationery Department 
for increased-. 1340. 

Minimum --of clerks and town inspectors of post offices in Bombay 

town after the introduction of the time-scale of pay. 1113. 

Non-revision in 1920 of the-of town inspectors of post offices in 

Bombay torvn, 1113. 

Number and-of gazetted officers in the Printing and Stationery 

Department. 1339. 

-and grading of mail guards of the Railway Mail Servjcc. 507. 

-and prospects of the subordinate staff employed under the Director 

of Army Audit. 146. 

-, leave and pension of seamen employed in the Royal Indian Jlariuc. 

609-10. 

-of “ A ” class ticket collectors on the East Indian Railway. 1171- 

72. 

-of certain classes of employees of State Railways. 012. 

_of clerks of the office of the Cliicf Auditor, North We.stcrn Railway. 

910-11. 

e* 

-of clerks on State Railways. 553. 

_of drivers, shunters, firemen, fitters and carriage c.vamincrs on 

the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1199, 1323. 

-of graduates in the Postal Department. 82. 

__of Indian guards on the Bengal and North-Western Railway- 

• 1322-23. 

_of inspectors of post offices, etc. 108. 

_of lower division clerks of the. office of the Accountant General, 

Posts and Telegraplis. 915. 

-of Mr. J. H. Golder. 1311. 

_of prohationers and reservists in offices administered by the Central 

Board of Revenue in Bombay. 331. 

--of signallers employed at stations m tbe Bengal and Xorth-YtMterii 

Railwar. 1322. 
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PAY— 


Question re— contd. 

-of signallers on the Bengal and North-Western Eaihvay. 1198. 

-of station masters of “ C ” class stations on the Bengal and North- 

Western Kailway. 1198-99. 

■-of station masters of the five classes of stations on the Bengal and 

North-Western Kailway. 1323. 

— of sub-way inspectors on the North Western Kailway. 611. 

-of the assistant directors-general of post offices, 992. 

-of the British Trade Agent of Gartok and his staff. 281-86. 

-of the postmaster, Silchar. 174-75. 

-of the staff employed at Wadi Brmder, Great Indian Peninsula 

Kailway. 545-46. 

-of the subordinate staff of the office of the Chief Auditor, Great 

Indian Peninsula Kailway. 1061. 

-of travelling ticket inspectors on the East Indian Kailway. 1057. 

-of workmen in the power house and locomotive and carnage 

shops, North Western Kailway. 897. 

•-while on leave of uon-gazetted officers and clerks of the Postal 

Department. 213-14. 

Placing of some employees of the engineering worlcshops on the Bengal 
Nagpur Kailway on daily rates of -— • 652. 

Present scale of-of the ticket printing staff attached to the office of 

the Chief Auditor, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1059-60. 

Present time-scale of —— of the lower division clerks of the office of the 
Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs. 914-15. 

Racial discrimination in regard to-and prospects of employees on 

the Indian Railways. 291-92. 

Raising of the-and retiring gratuity of ministerial officers of the 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 138-39. 

Raising of the-of the deputy postmaster, Hatkola town sub¬ 

office in Calcutta. 1098-99. 

Raising of the-of the postmasters of the Bow Bazar, Dharamtola 

and Park Street torra sub-offices in Calcutta. 1097. 

Rates of-of the clerical staff of Attached Offices located permanently 

in Delhi. 315-16. 


Revised scales of-for sorting postmen in the Punjab Circle. 1310, 

Rernsed scales of-for town inspectors of post offices. 1103. 

Revised scales of-recommended by the Booth Committee for thg 

office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1334. 

Rovibiou of-of certain classes of postal officials. 1104. 
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pay— conoid. 

Question re — cmicld. 

Revision of the-and duty allowance of divisional accountants of 

the Public Works Department. 198-99. 

Revision of the-and prospects of assistant directors general and 

other gazetted officers of the post office. 1311. 

Revision of the-of superintendents of post offices. 210-17, 218. 

Revision of the —— of the clerical establishment of tlje Liiperial Record 
Department. 566-67. 

Revision of the-of the clerical stail of the office of tlie Director 

General of Posts and Telegraphs. 992, 

Revision, of the -—- of the ministerial staff in the Customs Department, 
the Income-tax Department and the Chief Account Office. Salt, 
Bombay. 331. 

Revision of the-of the Sub-Judge, Ajmer and the City Jlagistrate, 

Ajmer. 324. 

Revision of the-of town inspectors of post offices. 1106-07, 1181. 

Scale of-and leave rules of officers, Indian and European, on the 

Bengal and North-Western Railway. 478. 

Starting-of postal clerics and town inspectors of po.st offices in 

Bombay town j)rior to the introduction of the time-scale of . 1113. 

Starting rates of-of town inspectois of post offices in Calcutta 

and Madras before the introduction of the time-scale of-in 1920. 

1106,1112. 

State Railway schools and-of teachers employed in them. 1201- 

05. 

Time-scale of-for senior postmen. 915. 

Time-scale of-for the nine transportation inspectors of the old 

Oudh and Rohillchand Railway transferred to the East Indian Ravf- 
way. 538. 

Time-scale of——for the outdoor clerical staff on the North Wc.sforn 
Railway. 898. 

Time-taken by first division clerks of the office of the Director General 
of Posts and Telegraphs to reach tlie maximum of their time-scale of 
-, 1327-28. 

AYorkers employed on daily rates of-on each of the State Baiiwajs- 

551-52. 

Resolution rc -of Judges of the High Courts. 572-Oi. 

PEACE PACT— 

Question re— 

Absence of the High Commissioner for India from tlm 
in Paris. 680-81. 

Official who signed the-in Paris for India. B31. 


ceremony 
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PENAL CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian-” under “ Bill(s) 

PENINSULAR LOCOMOTIVE WORKS— 

Question re number of underframes to be manufactured at the at 
Tatanagar during 1928-29. 260. 

PENSION(S)— 

Question re— 

Counting towards-, promotion, etc., of service rendered under the 

Provincial Governments by officers who volunteered for service in 
the Indian Medical Service during the War. 620-21. 

Enhancement of-of members of the Indian Medical Department. 

537. 

Grant of a-or gratuity to the widow of Mr. Madan Gopal, late a 

postal employe in the Central Provinces. 131. 

Grant of invalid-to postmen and telegraph messengers. 1110. 

Grant of-to mistries. 109. 

Increase in the pay and-of Government peons and menial staff. 311. 

Leave and-of inferior servants of the Government of India. 622. 

Pay, leave and-of seamen employed in the Royal Indian Marine. 

609-10. 

Revision of the-of the menial staff in some Government depart- 

, ments. 74.- 
PENSION RULES— 

Question re— 

Leave and-applicable to inferior servants. 336. 

Leave and-for inferior servants of Government. 73. 

Revised-for the inferior services of the Government of Bombay. 

■ 35. . 

Revised-for the subordinate services. 35. 

PENSIONERS— 

Question re military-in Chittagong. 1051. 

PEONS— 

Question re— 

Delivery-of the Telegraph Department. 500-01, 

Increase in the pay and pensions of Government-and menial staff 

311. 

Increa.so in the subsistence allowance of task works 
graph Department. 500. 


in the Tele- 
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PEONS— conid. 

Question re — contd. 

Total number of daftaries, --, farashes and menials employed in tlie 

Indian Stores Department, etc. 1318-19. 

PERIODICALS— 

Question re sale of books and-weeded out of the Imperial Library, 

Calcutta. 131. 

PERhlANBNT-WAY INSPECTORS— 

Question re — 

Number of-in classes II, 111, IV aud V on the North Western 

Railway. 31. 

Promotion of sub-way inspectors to-on the North Western Rail¬ 

way. 611-12. 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO THE ARMY SECRETARY— 

Question re -. 1194-95, 

PESHAWAR— 

Question rc— 

Action of the Special Magistrate in the municipality of-in holding 

his Court in the evenings. 490. 

Allegations against Nand Lai Khera, a clerk of tlic post office,-. 

691. 

Alleged use for private purposes of the services of postal officials by the 
postmaster,-. 531-32, 

Annual amount required for the maintenance of the provincial ho pital 
at-. 1076. 

Appeal of Mr. Slier Singh, late cleric, po't office,-. 527-28. 

Appointment of Mr. Ram Lai as an accountant in the-post office. 

632-33. 

Direct railway route from Madras to-. 1076, 1077. 

Dismissals of a large number of exjierienccd jiatwaris, girdwarn?, 
merabs and naib-tahsildars by the Settlement Officer,-. 621. 

Donation by the Government of India to the provincial hospital at-. 

1076. 

Employment of two brothers as clerks in the liead post office,-, 

1309. 

Establishment of a Government girls’high school in-,ctc. 31G-I7. 

Grant made by the Local Government and the Government of India 
towards the completion of the provincial hos])itnl at —- . 1075, 

Nomination of a non-official member to the Cantonment Board,-% 

1121 . 
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mBHAWAK-contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Number of Muslim and Hindu postal clerks and sub-postmasters em¬ 
ployed under tbe postmasters,-and Abbottabad. 689-90. 

Payment of rent for tbe building occupied by tbe old City post office, 
-, after its vacation. 530. 

Provision of a motor garage in tbe premises of tbe post office, , 
etc. 534. 

Kent for tbe building occupied by tbe new post office, , Sudder 
Bazar. 530-31. 

RepresentationfromMr.Pesbawari Mall, town inspector of post offices, 

-. 529-30. 

Scheme for a provincial hospital at-. 1074. 

Town inspector of post offices,-. 528-29. 

PESHAWAR CANTONMENT— 

Question re — 

Estabbsbmeut of an elected board in-. 1003. 

House accommodation for military officers in the . 

Musbm graveyard outside Dabagri Gate in . 495. 

Registration of tbe Muslim Association, . 984. 

PESHAWAR DISTRICT— 

Question re insecurity of the roads in tbe-. 616. 

PESHAWARI MALL, Mr.— 


1121-22. 


Question re representation from- 
Peshawar. 629-30. 


town inspector of post offices. 


PETITIONS— 

-from Mr. Drigbnatb Singh and others. 46. 

-relating to tbe Hindu Child Marriage Bill. 348-349, 568, 1161-62, 

1205. 

-relating to the Indian Law Reports Bill laid on tbe table. 224. 

-relating to the Special Marriage (Amendment) Bill. 567, 1123. 

-relating to tbe Transfer of Property (Amendment) Bill and the Trans¬ 
fer of Property (Amendment) Supplementary Bill. 168. 

PIECE-RATE SYSTEJI— 

Question rc employment of compositors in tfie Government of India Presses 
on the-. 1272-73. 
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PIEGE-WORKER.S— 

Question re— 

Amount sanctioned in the Budget of 1928-29 for the -of tlie Gov¬ 

ernment of India Press^ Calcutta. 1272. 

Classification of-in the Government of India Presses. 1270-71. 

Holidays, leave, etc., of the-of the Government of India Press at 

Calcutta. 1386. 

Memorial of the-of the Government of India Press, Calcutta. 1270. 

Payment for meal and prayer intervals to the-of the Government of 

India Presses. 1271-72. 

Revision of the rates for -in the Government of India Presses, etc. 

1273. 

PIG-IROR— 

Question re contract given to Messrs. Burn and Co. by the East Indian 
Railway for the supply of basic-. 279. 

PILGRiai CAMP— 

Question re erection of a -outside the municipality of BonibajL 271. 

PILGRUI DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Complaints against the Lady Superintendent of the-in Bombay, 

271-72. 

Female assistant to the lady vaccinator in tbe-, Bombay. 272. 

-, Bombay. 269, 

PILGRIMS— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the deposit system in the case of Ilaj-. 271, 

Arrangements for lodging for-at Kamnran. 8o. 

Emplo 3 nnent of-ships when not earrving-. 270. 

Haj-. 61. 

Harassment of-bj' Moallems. 22-23. 

Hardships of-at Karanran. 85. 

Message in the Tionecr of the 3rd September 1928 under the lie.-ulinc 

" Amarnath-in distress.” 910. 

Protectors of-. G23. 

Provision of third class touri.st cars for-and marriage ])artie.s on 

all Railway's. 36. 

Repatriation of Haj-who lose their return tichets. 270. 

Rude treatment of-in Bombaj*. 272. 

Sick and di.«cased-. 270. 

Steamer fares charged to Haj-. 682 
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PILGRIM SHIPS- 
Question re— 

Employment of-when not carrying pilgrims. 270. 

Eacilities for Hajis on board-and at Kamaran and Jeddah. 682-8:3. 


Visitors on board-. 272. 


PILGRIM TRAFFIC- 

Question re opening of ports in India to the-. 22. 

Resolution re Haj-. 250-57, 568-72. 


PILOT SBRVICE- 

Question re throwing open of the Bengal-to cadets of the “ Dufierin.” 

907. 

nomER— 

Question re— 

Article in the-of July 1st entitled “The Army Scandal”,— 

“ Sir W. Birdwood’s Scheme.” 198. 

Message in the-of the 3rd September, 1928, under the heading 

“Amarnath pilgrims in distress.” 910. 

Utilisation by Government of the services of Mr. Rice, formerly of the 
—. 1191. 

PLATFORM(S)- 

Question re— 

Construction of high level ^— on the stations on the line from Chandpur 
to Bijnor, East Indian Railway. 1275-76. 

Construction of-for ingress to .and exit from houses in Cantonment 

bazars. 1121. 

Prolusion of a-and waiting rooms at Faridpur, Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 87-88. 

Pro%dsion of a raised-and suitable waiting accommodation at 

JIngma on the East Indian Railway. 565. 

Provision of a shed on the-on Shiharpur station on the North 

Western Railway. 29. 

PODDARS- 

Question re grievances of the clerks and-of the Calcutta Gurrenc’ 

Office. 691-9.5. 


BOISONS- 

Quoistion rc prevention of the importation and sale of adulteratcr? 

and control of the sale of--. miugs 
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POLICE— 

Question re — 

Admission of candidates from Delira Dun into the Indian-and 

Indian Forest Service. 81-82. 

Alleged harassment bv the District Magistrate of Burdwan and the- 

of the strikers at Asansol, East Indian Kailway. 1170-71. 

Conduct of the-in investigating the murder of Sayed Mohammed 

Sadiq, father-in-law of Khawaja Hasan Nizami. 1,307. 

Control of firing without notice on crowds by the- or military. 890. 

POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS— 

Question re membership of-by Government servants. 691. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question rc number of Sikhs appointed to the-. 623. 

POLITICAL DETENUS— 

Question re release of-. 55-56. 

POLITICAL PRISONERS- 
Question re — 

-in Assam. 03. 

Total number of-in India. 1318. 

POLITICAL PROPAGANDA— 

Question re -by a prominent Government servant in the Bound Txthk. 

281-82. 

POLITICAL SUSPECTS- 

Question rc number of persons under detention and inf.ernincnfc ns-. 

417. 

POLITICS OF Ollr- 

Question re confiscation of the book entitled-. -ITO-Sl. 

POLL-TAX- 

Question re abolition of the-levied on Indinius in Fiji. 16. 

POONA— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the Western Circle of the Railway Mail Service at-. 

106. 

Worldng hours of the Gre.it Indian Peninsula K.aiiw.ay htafl employed 
at Ghorpadi near-. 613. 

POPULATION— 

Que,stion rc -of the dcpre.-yed classes. 9S9. 

MHGLA 9" 
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PORTS— 

Question re opening of-in India to tlie pilgrim traffic. 22. 

PORT COMMISSIONERS, CALCUTTA- 
Question re — 

Appointment of Mr. J. 0. Mair a.s assistant accountant under the —. 
68-69. 

Indianisation of the liigher grades of the technical and non-teohnical 
services of the-. 69. 

PORT COMMISSIONERS. CHITTAGONG— 

Question re— 

Appointment of a Secretary to the-. 997. 

Moslems in the elerical staff employed in the offices of the-. 873. 

PORT TRUSTS- 

Question re recruitment by the Public Service Commission for the services 
of- and Indianisation of the services of-. 1181-82. 

PORTUGUESE EAST APRICA- 

Question re claim against the German Government by Mr. Meherti Bhicaji 
of-. 639 41. 

POST ANT) TELEGRAPH OPPIOIALS— 

Question re circidation to-of the orders of the Government of India 

contained in the Home Department Office Memorandum No. E. 176/ 
25-Ests., dated the 6th Eebraary, 1926. ‘US. 

POST OFEICB(S)— 

Question re — 

Adoption of a uniform system of examination for candidates for th- 
examination for inomotion to the lowest selection grade posts in th 
-and Railway Mail Service. 1006-07. 

Allegations against Nand Lai Khcra, a clerk of the-, Pesliawa’ 

691. 

Annual increments of superintendents of-. 217, 218. 

Appeal of Mr. Slier Singh, late clerk,-, Peshawar. 527-28. 

Appointment of Mr. Ram Lai as an accountant in the Peshawar_ 

532-33. • 

Appointment of Muhamrandaas as superintendents of_ -in f 

Bombay Circle. 272-73. 

Appointment of Muslims as probationary superintend cuts of _ 

213, 

Appointment of Mussalmans as probationary superintendents of- 
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POST OPPICE(S)—con/cZ. 

Question re— contd. 

Appointment of postal clerks as town inspectors of-. 533-34. 

Complaint hj the Globe Nursery of Calcutta against the staff of the 
Shambazar town sub-. 1099-1100. 

Construction of quarters for the clerks of the head-at Motiliari. 

85-86. 


Counting towards increments of officiating services of superintendents 
of-. 218. 

Daily allowances of superintendents of-. 218. 

Delivery-in Patna. 62-63. 

Departmental examination for promotion to the lowest selection grade 
posts in the-. 1167. 

Departmental examinations for subordinates in-. 110. 

Departmental test for candidates before empIo 3 ''ment in the- in 

Bombay. 879-80. 

Deputation of hlr. A. J. Gonet, a superintendent of-, to work in tho 

place of the Chief Superintendent of the office of the Director Genera! 
of Posts and Telegraphs. 1335-36. 

Discontent among graduate clerks in the-in Presidcuc}’ ton ns. 

506. 

Dismissal of a head clerk in an office of a superintendent of . 891. 


Duties of clerks of the General-, Madras. 1106, 1113. 

Duties of the town inspectors of-. 1106. 

Duties of the town inspectors of-in Madras and Calcutta, res- 

pectivcl}^ etc. 1105, 1112. 

Duties of town inspectors of-in Calcutta. 1296. 

Effect of the ^e^^sion of the pay of superintendents of-. 217, 218. 

Employment of Sikiis as probationary superintendents of . u2b- 
27, 

Employment of Sikhs in clerical appointments in the-. 526, 

Employment of two brother.s as clork.s in tlie Pc.«ha^rar bead . 
1309. 


Emplojunent of women clerk.s in-. 63. 

Excessive number of Muhammadan superintendents of 
.and Ori.ssa. 218-19. 

Filling up of posts of assistant directors general of the . 
Free quarters, free convevance, etc., for superintendent'- 
217. 318. 


in Bihar 


1.333. 
of-. 


Grant of casual leave to signallcns in the coinbinwl 
Ml TOLA 


78-79. 

Q 
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POST OPFIOE(S)—con^i. 

Question re— contd. 

Grievances of town inspectors of-. 1003. 

Inadequacy of the pay and prospects of superintendents of-. 216, 

218. 

Inadequate representation of Sikhs in the-and the Railway Mail 

Service in the Punjab. 105-06. 

Inspection of the selection grade combined dehvery sub-by mufas- 

sil inspectors of-■■ 1296. 

Introduction of the examination for the lowest selection grade posts in 
the-. 1167. 

Lack of arrangements for signalhng messages at branch-in Simla. 

274. 

Location of the office of the superintendent of-, Chittagong divi¬ 

sion. 683. 

Minimum educational quahfications of clerks in the-. 880. 

Minimum pay of clerks and town inspectors of-in Bombay town 

after the introduction of the time-scale of pay. 1113. 

Names and designations of officials charged with certain specified duties 
in the Calcutta-. 1296. 

Names and nationahties of probationary superintendents of-in * 

the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle. 218. 

Non-revision in 1920 of the pay of town inspectors of-in Bombay 

town. 1113, 

Number of Hindus and Moslems employed as superintendents, post¬ 
masters and clerks in all the-in Sind. 330. 

Number of town inspectors of-in the Punjab and North-West 

Frontier Circle, etc. 1006. 

Opening by the-of letters addressed to Mrs. Besant. 14-15. 

Pay of inspectors of-etc. 108. 

Pay of the assistant directors-general of-, 992. 

Payment of rent for the building occupied by the old City --, Pesha¬ 

war, after its vacation. 530. 

Powers of appointment, transfer and punishment of subordinates vested 
in the town inspectors of-. 1112. 

Powers of appointment, transfer and punishment of subordinates vested 
in the town inspectors of-in Madras. 1105. 

Promotions to selection grade appointments in the-and the Railwav 

• Mail Service. 1006. 

Piovision of a motor garage in the promises of the-, Peshaw^ar. etc, 

634. 
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POST OFPICB(S)—ccmcR 
Question re — concld. 

Raising of the pay of the deputy postmaster, Hathkola town sub-- 

in Calcutta. 1098-99. 

Raising of the pay of the postmasters of the Bow Bazar, Dharamtola 
and Park Street town sub-in Calcutta. 1097. 

Recruitment of Mussalman graduates in the clerical cadre of the- 

176. 

Removal of the-at Coonoorfrom “ Minsted ” to “Rose Hall.” 

606-07, 914. 

Rent fox the building occupied by the new-, Peshawar, Sudder 

Bazar. 530-31. 

Replacement of the branch-at Naldi in the district of Jessore by a 

sub--. 1626. 

Representation from Mr. Peshawari Mall, town inspector of -, 

Peshawar. 529-30. 

Reversion of town inspectors of-in Bombay, etc. 1310. 

Reversion of town inspectors of-in Bombay to the ranks from 

which they were originally recruited. 1309-10. 

Reversion to the clerical line of town inspectors of-. 1310. 

Revised scale of pay for town inspectors of-. 1103. 

Revision of the pay and prospects of assistant directors general and 
other gazetted officers of the-. 1311. 

Revision of the pay of superintendents of-. 216-17, 218. 

Revision of the pay of to^vn inspectors of-, etc. 1106-07, 1181. 

Starting pay of postal clerks and town inspectors of-in Bombay 

town prior to the introduction of the time-scale of pay. 1113. 

Starting rates of pUy of town inspectors of-in Calcutta and Madras 

before the introduction of the time-scale of pay in 1920. 1106, 1112. 

Town inspectors of-, Peshawar. 628-29. 

Town inspectors of-. 1005-06, 

Town inspectors of-in Bombay town. 1113-14. 

Town inspectors of-in Calcutta, 920. 

Town inspectors of-in the Bengal, Bombay and United Provinces 

Postal Circles. 1166. 

Town inspectors of-in the Punjab Circle. 623. 

Town inspectors of-in the United Provinces and Bengal Postal 

Circles.' 1166. 

Town inspectors of-in the United Provinces Postal Circles, 

1165-66. 

Working hours of the officials of the Savings Bank Department of the 
General -, Calcutta. 1097-98. 

q2 
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POST OFFICE GUAEANTEE FUND— 

Question re the-. 54. 

POSTAL ACCOUNTANTS— 

Question re — 

Departmental examination for-. 107. 

Grading of-276. 

POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT— 

Nee “Indian- 

POSTAL ARTICLES— 

Question re delivery of-in the town of Patna. 96-97. 

POSTAL CLERKS— 

Question re— 

Appointment of —— as town inspectors of post offices. 533-34. 

Number of Muslim and Hindu-and sub-postmasters employed 

under the postmasters, Peshawar and Abbottabad. 689-90. 

Starting pay of-and town inspectors of post offices in Bombay 

town prior to the introduction of the time-scale of pay. 1113. 

POSTAL DEPARTMENT— ' 

Question re— 

Departmental examination for inspectors, superintendents and head 
clerks in the-. 107-08. 

Examination for time-scale clerks in the-. 421. 

Pay of graduates in the-. 82. 

Pay while on leave of non-gazetted officers and clerks of the -. 

213-14. 

Present system of filling up selection grade appointments in the-. 

420. 

Restriction of recruitment in the-in the Presidency town of 

Bombay to the adjoining Revenue divisions. 878. 

Restriction of the recruitment of clerks in the- to the Revenue 

divisions to which the candidates permanently belong. 690-91. 

Supply to the offices in the Ganjam division of Ooriya translations of 
publications concerning the-. 78. 

Total service rendered in the-by Babu A. N. Roy, Deputy Post¬ 

master General, Bengal and Assam. 684-86. 
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POSTAL EMPLOYEE— 

Question re grant of a pension or gratuity to the widow of Mr. Madan Gfopal, 
late a-in the Central Provinces, 131. 

POSTAL OFFICIALS— 

Question re— 

Alleged use for private purposes of the services of-by the post¬ 

master, Peshawar. 631-32. 

Extra pay for Sunday and holiday work for-. 80. 

Grant of house-rent allowances to-. 76. 

Inadequacy of the special allowances to-employed in the Agency 

Tracts of the Ganjam division. 77. 

Low rates of Idt conveyance allowance sanctioned for-working on 

transfer at Baroda. 877-78. 

Promotions of-of the mufassil to the lowest selection grade posts 

in the General Post Office cadre. 1103-04. 

Revision of pay of certain classes of-. 1104. 

POSTAL RECRUITED MEN— 

Question re grant of increments for the past postal services of the ——. 
108-09. 

POSTAL SERVICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of increments for the past-of the postal recruited men. 

108-09. 

Recruitment of Hindus of Chittagong to the provincial cadre of the-. 

1196. 

POSTERS— 

Question re number of-and pamphlets issued by the State Railways 

Publicity Departments. 1086-87. 

POSTMEN— 

Question re — 

Grant of invalid pensions to-and telegraph messengers. 1100. 

Promotion of Muhammadan-as overseers in the Bihar and Orissa 

Postal Circle. 214. 

Recruitment of Mussalmans as- and menials in the Chittagong 

' division and the Chittagong head office. 277. 

Revised scales of pay for sorting-in the Punjab Circle. 1310, 

Supply of waterproofs to --and telegraph peons. 52. 

Time-scale of pay for senior-. 915. 



234 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


POSTMASTER(S)— 


Question re — 

Allegations against the-of Coonoor. 914. 

Alleged use for private purposes of the services of postal officials by the 
--j Peshawar. 531-32. 

Gazetted-. 995. 

Gazetting of the posts of all-in district towns and sub-divisional 

headquarters. 213. 

Grant of casual leave to departmental branch-. 79. 

Grant to the Muslims of their proper share of posts of gazetted-, 

178. 


Number of Hindus and Moslems employed as superintendents,- 

and clerks in all the post offices in Sind. 330. 

Number of MusHm and Hindu clerks and sub-employed under the 

-Peshawar and Abbottabad. 689-90. 

Pay of the-, Silchar. 174-76. 

Raising of the pay of the deputy ——, Hathkola town sub-office in 
Calcutta. 1098-99. 

Raising of the pay of the-of the Bara Bazar, Dharamtola and Park 

Street town sub-offices in Calcutta. 1097. 

POSTMASTER(S) GENERAL- 
Question re — 

Periodical inspection by-of the several branches of their offices. 


Tenure of the appointment of a head clerk of the Appointment branch 
of the office of a-. 78. 

POSTMASTER GENERAL, BENGAL AND ASSAM- 

Question re total service rendered in the Postal Department by Babu 
A. N. Roy, Deputy-. 684-85. 

POSTMASTER GENERAL, BENGAL AND ASSAM CIRCLE— 

Que3ti(m re issue of instructions by the-to officers under him not to 

submit any proposals for increasing the stafi. 1096-97. 

POSTJIASTER GENERAL, BOMBAY— 

Question re investigating inspectors in the office of the-. 879. 

SENBEAL. POTJAB AND MORIH-WEST eeontiee 


Question re number of Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs emnlnvpH in 
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POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re— 

Number of appointments filled up by Mussulmans in tbe —— in 1927-28. 
176. 

Representation of'Mussalmans in the-(Bengal and Assam Circle). 

277. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS, ACCOUNTANT GENERAL— 

Question re— 

Advanced increments granted to officials of the office of the-on their 

transfer from Calcutta to Delhi. 400. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the Deputy-. 1096. 

Pay of lower division clerks of the office of the-. 915. 

Present time-scale of pay of the lower division clerks of the office of 
the-. 914-15. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS, DIRECTOR GENERAL OE— 

Question re— 

Advanced increments granted to officials of the office of the-on their 

transfer from Calcutta to Delhi. 400. 

Chief Superintendent of the office of the-. 993. 

Deputation of Mr. A. J. Gonet, a Superintendent of Post Offices to work 

in the place of the Chief Superintendent of the office of the-. 

1336-36. 

Hours of work of duftaries in the office of the-. 340. 

Location of the Wireless branch in the same building as other branches 
of the office of the-. 314-15. 

Location of the Wireless branch of the office of the-in Delhi, etc. 

313-14. 

Memorials to the Secretary of State for India from the clerical staff of 
the office of the-. 1333. 

Minor revisions made in the office of the-. 1334-35. 

Orders issued by the-regarding minority communities. 177. 

Present strength of the clercial staff and of officers in the office of the-. 

1335. 

Reduction in the rate of increments of first division clerks in the office 
of the-. 1328. 

Refusal to certain clerks of the concessions granted in connection with 
the transfer of the headquarters of the non-migratory portion of the 
office of the-from Calcutta to Delhi. 1104-05. 


Reorganisation of the office of the-. 992-93. 
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POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS, DIRECTOR GENERAL QiF—conti. 

Question re— contd. 

Revised scales of pay xecommended by tbe Bootb Committee for tbe 
office of tbe-. 1334. 

Revision of tbe pay of tbe clercial stafi of tbe office of tbe-. 992. 

Supersession of certain clerks of tbe office of tbe-. 1008. 

Time taken by first division clerks of tbe office of tbe-to reach tbe 

maximum of tbeir time-scales of pay. 1327-28. 

Various grades of clerks employed under tbe-. 145. 

POAVER HOUSE— 

Question re— 

Pay of workmen in tbe-and locomotive and carriage shops, 

North Western Railway. 897. 

Restriction of tbe supply of electric current by tbe electric-in 

Meerut Cantonment to military needs. 499-500. 

PRAHASAM, Mr. T.— 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Point of order raised by Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya. 1344. 

Motion to consider Report of tbe Select Committee. 1356-61. 

PRESIDENCY TOWNS— 

Question re discontent among graduate clerks in tbe post offices in --. 

506. 

PRESIDENT, Mr.— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partiality and biasl 

against-. |>739-62. 

(2) Alleged propaganda by tbe Home Department against -.J 

Apology to-by Sir James Simpson. 1389. 

Expressions of regret by-on tbe deaths of Sir Alexander Muddiman 

and Captain Kabul Singh. 162. 

Motion for Adj ournment re attack on-by tbe Times of India. 149-54. 

Question re— 

Article in tbe Times of India regarding tbe recent tour of-of the 

Legislative Assembly. 618-19. 

Leader in tbe Times of India regarding tours of-of tbe Legislative 

Assembly. 606-06. 

Tours of-of tbe Legislative Assembly. 1087. 

Statement by- regarding allegations made against him in certain 

newspapers. 1421-22. 

Statement by - regarding bis visits to Provincial Councils. 1419-21. 
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PEESIDENT, Mr.— conid. ' 

Question re — contd. 

Statement by-re recent atmosphere of suspicion and distrust in the 

House. 1342-43. 

Statement by-re separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 

219-24. 

Statement by the Leader of the House regarding allegations in certain 
newspapers of partiality and bias against-. 1246-48. 

Statement by the Leader of the House regarding alleged propaganda by 
the Home Department against-. 1245-48. 

PEESS(ES)— 

Question re — 

Agitation in the-about the grievances of the staS of the Railway 

Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 1285-86. 

Amount sanctioned in the Budget of 1928-29 for the piece-workers of 
the Government of India-, Calcutta. 1272. 

Amount spent on account of, as well as the amount received from the 

sale of composing materials by each of the Government of India- 

at Calcutta, Delhi and Simla. 1275. 

Classification of piece-workers in the Government of India-. 1270- 

71. 

Contributions to the-by Government servants. 21. 

Deductions on account of blanks in solid matter from the ivages paid to 
the employees in the Government of India. 1273-74. 

Earnings of binders in the Government of India-. 1274. 

Earnings of compositors of the Government of India-. 1268-70. 

Employment of compositors in the Government of India-on the 

piece-rate system. 1272-73. 

Employment of Sikhs in the clerical establishments of the Government of 
India-at Delhi and Simla. 885-86. 

Holidays, leave, etc., of the piece-workers of the Government of India 
-at Calcutta. 1386. 

Memorial of the piece-workers of the Government of India-, Calcutta. 

1270. 

Number of machines purchased and sold by the Government of India- 

at Calcutta, Delhi, Simla and Aligarh, from 1922 to 1927. 1275. 

Payment for meal and prayer intervals to the piece-workers of the 
Government of India-. 1271-72. 

Revision of the rates for piece-workers in the Government of India- 

etc. 1273. 
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PEESS(ES)—con<(^. 

Question re— contd. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of non-Musli ms as compositors in the 
Govermnent of India-, Delhi. 990. 

Training of Indian youths in the Security Printing-, Easik. 520. 

PRESS ROOM— 

Question re admission of the Indian States Railway Magazine to the 
pri\'ileges of the-of the Government of India. 396-97. 

PREVENTIVE OFFICERS— 

Question re— 

-at Chittagong. 684. 

Total cadre of inspectors,-r and appraisers in the Customs House, 

Karachi. 407-08. 

PRIMARY EDUCATION— 

Question re (1) Introduction of compulsory-in the citv of Ajmer. 

494-95. 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS— 

Question re medical examination of the pupils of-in Ajmer-Merwara. 

494-95. 

PRINTING AND STATIONERY, CONTROLLER OF— 

Question re— 

Amalgamation of grades I and II clerks in the four offices in Calcutta 
under the-. 686. 

Appointment of an officer of the Indian Civil Service as-. 874. 

Employment of men sanctioned for the Stamp fbranch in the Stationery 
branch under the-. 116. 

Memorial from the clerics employed under the-. 1196. 

Memorial submitted by the clerks of the four offices in Calcutta under 
the-. 687. 

Number of posts sanctioned or vacant in the four offices in Calcutta 
under the-. 687. 

Presentation made by the clerks of the Central Stationery Office to 
the-on the occasion of the marriage of his daughter. 122. 

Presentation made by the subordinate staff to the - on the occasion 

of his daughter’s marriage. 123-24. 

Reorganisation of the office of the-. 1336. 

Representations of Muslims in the four offices in Calcutta under the __ 
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PRINTING AND STATIONERY DEPANTMENT— 

Question re — 

Circulation amongst the stafi of the-of the gradation Ust. 122. 

Memorial of the clerical stafi of the-for increased pay. 1340. 

Number and pay of gazetted officers in the . 1339. 

Promotions in the-. 122. 

Submission of memorials by the subordinate stafi of the . 120 21. 

PRINTING AND STATIONERY DEPARTMENT, CALCUTTA— 

Question re appointment of Muslims in the branches of the . 

PRINTING AND STATIONERY OFFICE, CALCUTTA— 

Question re temporary clerks in the Central-. 1341-42. 

PRIVILEGE LEAVE— 

Question re grant of casual and-to the subordinate staff of the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 513. 


688-89 


PRIVY COUNCIL— 

Question re seats for Indian Members in the-. 81. 

PROBATIONERS— 

Question re — 

Number of men entertained by the Accountant General, Central Reve¬ 
nues, during the last three years as-against posts in the Subordi¬ 

nate Accounts Service. 1193. 

Pay of --- and reservists in offices administered by the Central Board 

of Revenue in Bombay. 331. 

Terms of probation for the training course of- appointed to the 

Transportation and Commercial departments of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 1059. 

PROMOTIONS— 

Question re — 

Method of making selection for-amongst the ordinary clerical 

establishment of offices. 332. 

Rules regulating-and grant of leave. 661. 

PROPAGANDA— 

Alleged-by the Home Department against Mr. President. 739-62. 

Question re anti-Indian-. 26. 

Statement by the Leader of the House regarding alleged-by the Home 

Department against Mr. President. 1245-48. 

PROSCRIPTION- 

Question re -of the paper Al Mujahid published in Chamarkand. 505. 
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PROTECTORS OP PILGRIMS— 

Question re-. 623. 

PROVIDENT FUND— 

Question re— 

Grant of leave and-privileges to tlie menial staff employed in the 

various administrative offices of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
in Bombay. 1060. 

-for Government employees. 1278-79. 

PROVINCIAL CIVIL MEDICAL SERVICES— ® 

Question re admission of assistant surgeons with British medical quali¬ 
fications into-•, 1069-71. 

PROVINCIAL CIVIL SERVICE— 

Question re appointment'of High Court Judges from the ranks of the-• 

1066. 

PROVINCIAL COUNCILS— 

Statement by Mr. President regarding his visits to-. 1419-21. 

PROVINCIAL FOREST SERVICE— 

Question re percentage of vacancies in the Indian Forest Service filled by 
promotion of officers of the-. 615-16. 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT(S)— 

Question re— 

Counting towards pension, promotion, etc., of service rendered under 

the-by officers who volunteered for service in the Indian Medical 

Service during the War. 620-21. 

-’s share of the income-tax collected in Bihar and Orissa. 39. 

Total amount of deposits held by the Government of India to the credit 
of-. 95. 

PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL— 

Question re— 

Annual amount required for the maintenance of the-at Peshawar. 

1075. 

Donation by the Government of India to the-at Peshawar. 1075. 

Grants made by the Local Government and the Government of India 
towards the completion of the-at Peshawar. 1075. 

Scheme for a-at Peshawar. 1074. 

PRO^UNCIAL MEDICAL SERVICES— 

See Medical Services ”. 

provincial SEEVICES- 

Question re recommendations of the Lee Commission relating to anpoint- 
the Indian Civil Service by promotions from the --- 

iUo4-65, 
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PSYCHOLOGY— 

Question re training of Public Health Officers in-422-23. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE— 

Presentation of the Eeport of the-- on the accounts of 1926-27. 1205. 

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT BUEEAUX— 

Questioih re estabhshment of-or Labour Exchanges. 332. 

PUBLIC HEALTH OFEICEES— 

Question re training of-in psychology. 422-23. 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS— 

Question re-. 683. 

PUBLIC SAFETY (EEMOVAL FEOM INDIA) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

PUBLIC SEEVICES— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Indian Christians to the superior-. 322. 

Communal preference in appointments to the-. 97. 

Education of and employment in the-of the depressed classes. 

889. 

PUBLIC SEEVICE COMMISSION(S)— 

Question re — 

Constitution of Provincial——•. 92-93. 

Duties of the Muhammadan member of the-. 520. 

Establishment of Provincial-. 69-70. 

Number of appointments made by the-, etc. 525. 

Eecruitment by the-for the services of Port Trusts. 1181-82. 

Eecruitment through the-of the clercial staff of the Eailway Board. 

1182. 

Supplementary list of passed candidates issued by the-. 525. 

PUBLIC WOEKS BEANCH— 

Question re employment of Mushms in the-of the Department of 

Industries and Labour. 1284. 

PUBLIC WOEKS DEPAETMENT— 

Question re revision of the pay and duty allowance of divisional accoun¬ 
tants of the-. 198-99. 

PUBLICATIONS— 

Question re supply to the offices in the Gan]am division of Ooriya transla¬ 
tions of-concerning the Postal Department. 78. 
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PUBLICITY— 

Question re expenditure on-for the State Railways. 1087. 

PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Amount of money paid by the Railway-to the Times of India in 

respect of the printing of the Indian States Railway Magazine. 1090. 

Number of posters and pamphlets issued by the State Railways-. 

1086-87, 

PUNISHMENT— 

Question re— 

Powers of appointment, transfer and-of subordinates vested in the 

town inspectors of post ojBices. 1112. 

Powers of appointment, transfer and —-— of subordinates vested in the 
town inspectors of post offices in Madras. 1105. 

PUNJAB— 

Question re— 

Klharge of mufassil dispensaries in the-. 896. 

Emnlovment of Muhammadans in branches of the Imperial Bank in 
the-^. 431. 

Employment of Sikhs in the Imperial Service of Engineers in the Irriga¬ 
tion Branch,-. 883-84. 

Inadequate representation of Sikhs in the post office and the Railway 
Mail Service in the-. 105-06. 

Number of branches of the Imperial Bank in the-, etc. 430. 

Number of cases of embezzlement discovered by the Local Fund Audit 
Department in the-and North-West Frontier Province. 431. 

Number of town inspectors of post offices in the-and North-West 

Frontier Circle, etc. 1006. 

Recruitment to the Local Fund Audit Department in the--. 431. 

Sikh inspectors in the Railway Mail Service in the-. 623. 

PUNJAB AND NORTH-WEST FRONTIER POSTAL CIRCLE— 

Question re — 

Employment of two candidates not belonging to the North West 
Frontier Revenue Area in clerical appointments in the-, 1308-09. 

Number of Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs employed in the offices of 

Postmaster General,-, and the Deputy Postmaster General 

Railway Mail Service, Ambala. 523. 
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PUNJAB CIRCLE— 

Question re — 

Revised scales of pay for sorting postmen in the-■. 1310. 

Town inspectors of post ofiBices in the-. 623. 

PURSHOTAMDAS THAEURDAS. Sib— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partiality and 

bias against Mr. President. 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Home Department against 
Mr. President. 

Expressions of regret by-on the deaths of Sir Alexander Muddiman 

and Captain Kabul,Singh. 161. 

Indian Insurance Companies Bill— 

Motion to pass. 958. 

Match Industry (Protection) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 968-70. 

Motion re separate office for the LegislativeJAssembly. 1256-57. 
PubUc Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 668-71, 
677, 805, 808, 864. 

Question re — 

Collection of customs revenue at Viramgam. 604-06. 

Expenditure per head of the population in India on liquors and intoxi¬ 
cants. 292-94. 

Import of foreign liquor. 8-9. 

Issue of Treasury BiUs within three weeks of the Government of India 
loan being fully subscribed. 999-1002. 

Reports of the Tariff Board on the match industry and the oil industry. 
268-69. 

Withdrawal of the concession granted in 1922 to branch line railway 
companies of treating super-tax as working expenses. 286-88. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Remarks made by the Honourable Mr. Justice Courtney TerreU, Chief 
Justice of the High Court, Patna, in Criminal Appeal No. 23 of 1928. 
329. 

Representation of State Railways on European Chambers of Com¬ 
merce. 615. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1128, 1138. 

Resolution re the cable and wireless beam merger. 241-43. 


^ 755-56. 
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PUESHOTAMDAS THAKUEDAS, Sir— 

Statement by tbe Leader of the House regarding allegations in certain 
newspapers of partiality and bias against Mr. President, 1248. 

Statement by tbe Leader of tbe House regarding alleged propaganda by 
tbe Home Department against Mr. President. 1248. 

Trade Disputes Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 1226. 


PUSA— 

Question re recruitment of tbe Imperial Agricultural Service from post¬ 
graduate students of tbe Agricultural Eesearcb Institute at-. 


QUAETEES— 

Question re— 

Allotment to other stafi of tbe Eastern Bengal Eailway at Lalmanirbat 
of tbe-built for Indian guards and station masters. 136-37. 

Classes of employees of tbe East Indian Eailway entitled to rent-free 
-. 1315. 

Construction of family-for duftaries in Simla. 339-40. 

Construction of-for tbe clerks of tbe bead post ofi&ce at Motibari. 

85-86. 

Deplorable condition of tbe-of tbe Indian stafi of tbe Oudb and 

EobiUiband section of tbe East Indian KaUway. 693. 

Ejectment from tbeir - of tbe workers of tbe Ondal workshop, 

East Indian Eailway. 1169-70. 

Blooding of tbe railway -at Moradabad. 325-26. 

Pree-, free conveyance, etc., for superintendents of post offices 

217-18. 

Price of furniture supplied in tbe Cart Eoad-, Simla. 1101. 

Provision of-for the Indian guards of the Eastern Bengal Railway 

stationed in Calcutta. 136. 

Provision of —;— for the stafi of the Eastern Bengal Eailway stationed 
at Santahar. 136. 

Provision of-for the travelling ticket inspectors of the Eastern 

Bengal Eailway. 140. 

Profusion of-for tbe workmen of Lillooab, East Indian Eailway 

1330. 

■-for clerks at Bbadrak, Bengal Nagpmr Railway. 1201. 

Rents of different-allotted to Members of tbe Legislative Assembly 
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QUAETBES—conid 

Question re — eonld. 

Eepresentation from the Imperial Secretariat Duftaries’ Association 
regarding-- in New Delhi. 338. 

Total number of railway- occupied by the Indian, Anglo-Indian 

and European employees on each of the State Eailways. 558. 

QUININE FEAUD— 

Motion for Adjournment re -. 154-57. 

R 

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION— 

Question re - in regard to pay and prospects of employees on the 

Railways. 291-92. 

RADIO MESSAGE— 

Question re suppression of a-sent by Mr. Bernard Houghton, a 

retired I. C. S. officer, to the Free Press of India, 11-12. 

EAFIQUE, Me. MUHAMMAD— 

Question re— 

Abolition of the export duty on raw hides. 694. 

Appeals made by the travelling ticket inspectors of the East Indian 
Railway to the Divisional Superintendent, Crews, Dinapur. 1057- 
58. 

Employment of Muhammadans in the Imperial Library. 129-30. 

Employment on lower salaries in the crew system of travelling ticket 
inspectors of the East Indian Railway. 1058. 

Introduction of the crew system on the different State Railways. 1055, 

Number of crewmen, crewmen-in-charge, assistant crew inspectors 
and crew inspectors employed on the East Indian Railway. 1056. 

Number of travelling ticket inspectors in the East Indian Railway 
before and after the introduction of the crew system, etc. 1055-56, 

Opening by a clerk of the Imperial Library of a restaurant in the Lib¬ 
rary. 130. 

Pay of travelling ticket inspectors on the East Indian Railway. 
1057. 

Promotion of travelling ticket inspectors to crewmen, crewmen-in- 
oharge and assistant crew inspectors. 1056. 

Rules framed in cormection with the crew system on the East Indian 
Railway. 1056-57. 

Sale of books and periodicals weeded out of the Imperial Library, 
Calcutta. 131. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1167. 


UnGLA 


B 
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EAGHAVAYYA PANTULU GAEU, Diwan Bahadur— 

Oath, of Office, 1. 

RAGHBIR SINGH BEDI— 

Question re resignation by — of his commission in the Indian Terri¬ 
torial Force. 124-25. 

EAHIMTULLA, Mr. FAZAL IBRAHIM— 

Pubhc Safety (Removal from India) BiU— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 832-37. 
Question re— 

Appointment of Muhaffiimadans as superintendents of post offices 
in the Bombay Circle. 272-73. 

Article in India regarding the Statutory Commission. 1164. 

Daily allowance of Members of the Central Legislature, 1318. 
Rfeversion of town inspectors of post offices in Bombay, etc. 1310. 

Reversion of toAvn inspectors of post offices in Bombay to the rank 
from which they were originally recruited. 1309-10. 

Reversion to the clerical line of town inspectors of post offices. 1310. 
Revised scales of pay for sorting postmen in the Punjab Circle. 1310. 
Resolution re Haj pilgrim traffic. 568-70, 

Trade Disputes BiU— 

Motion to circulate. 1221-23, 

EAILWAY(S)— 

Assam Bengal— 

Question re — 

Connection of the Srimangal-Maulvi Bazar Railway with Kulaura 
junction on the-. 1303. 

Leav rules of Indian officers on the-, the Bengal Nagpur Rail¬ 

way and the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 47-48. 

Number of Muslim and Hindu clerks in certain specified offices of the 
-. 995. 

Opening of a technical school in connection with the-at Chitta¬ 

gong. 997, 

Promotion of clerks and officers on the-. 994. 

Recruitment of stafi for the Feni-Belonia and Chittaeonff-NaziT TTof 
extensions of the-. 683-84. ^ ® 

Recruitment of staff for the new constructions of w • 

and Chittagong. 996. “ at kern 

Representation of Muslims on the-. 994-95. 

Baunsi Naya-Dumka Saintha— 

Question re the-. 66. 
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Baiisal-Faridpur— 

, Question re construction of the-. 60. 

Belapur-Nasik— 

Question re construction of the-. 53-54. 

Bengal and North-Western-— 

Question re— 

Accident between Haiyaghat and Kishanpur railway stations on the 
-. 99-104. 

Allegations against railway ofl&cials in connection with the accident 
between Haiyaghat and Kishanpur on the-693-94. 

Casualties in _ the accident between Haiyaghat and Kishanpur on 
the-. 1320-21. 

Charges for loading and unloading goods on the-. 1325-26. 

Communication in writing of the reasons for dismissal or discharge 
of an employee of the --, 1327. 

Detection of base coins and forged currency notes on the-, 1326. 

Dismissal or discharge of employees on the-. 1063. 

Employment of Indians as district officers, heads of departments and 
foremen of running sheds and workshops on the-. 1200. 

Employment of markers as clerks, assistant goods clerks or goods clerks 

at some of the roadside and junction stations on the-. 1197. 

1321. 

Employment without any extra allowance of assistant guards and 

shunters as guards and drivers, respectively, on the -. 1198, 

1321. 

Grant of concessions and other facilities by the authorities of the Bal- 

rampur Hospital. Lucknow, to the Indian employees of the --. 

1324. 

Grant of increased pay to Indian guards on the-, 1198. 

Inadequacy of the scales of pay of the subordinate staff on the-. 

1319. 

Inadequate pay of the staff of the-. 1324-25. 

Issue of week-end return tickets by the -. 549-60. 

Leave rules of Indian officers on the Assam Bengal Railway, the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway and the ——. 47-48. 

Mileage allowance of guards and assistant guards in the Sonpur 
district,-. 338-39. 
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EAILWAY(S)-«)ntQ!. 

Bengal and Norbh'^Vestem— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Non-communication of the reasons for the dismissal or discharge of 
an employee of the -. 1200. 

Number of Indian officers employed on the-. 1324. ' 

Overworked stafi in the Traffic and Locomotive Departments on the 
-. 1197,1320. 

Pay of drivers, shunters firemen, fitters and carriage examiners on the 
-. 1199,1323. 

Pay of Indian guards on the-. 1322-23. 

Pay of Indian subordinate stafi employed on the-. 1196-97. 

Pay of signallers employed at stations on the-. 1198, 1322. 

Pay of station masters of “ C ” class stations on the-. 1198-99. 

Pay of station masters of the five classes of stations on the-. 1323. 

Practice of employing assistant guards to do the work of guards with¬ 
out extra remuneration on the-. 338, 

Provision of facilities to the Indian employees of the - in the 

Balrampur Hospital, Lucknow'. 1199. 

Scale of pay and leave rules of officers, Indian and European, on the 
-. 478. 

State management of the-. 44. 

Supply to employees of the-of their service agreements. 1064. 

Trains without vacuum brakes on the-. 1197. 

Bengal Nagpur— 

Question re — 

Abolition of superior posts consequent on retrenchments in the work¬ 
shops on the-, the East Indian Bailw'ay, etc. 1177. 

Glassification of time recorder attendants and seal checkers as menials 
on the-. 553. 

Consumption of coal by the-, etc. 563. 

Issue of week-end tickets at reduced rates on the-. 1096. 

Leave rules of Indian officers on the Assam Bengal Bailw'ay, the-- 

and the Bengal and North Western Railway. 47-48. 

Location in the same area of Muslim employees of the-- at Kharae- 

pur. 1095-96. ^ 

Number of wagons and coaches on the-aw'aiting reneival on the 31 st 

March, 1927. 187-88. 

Placing of some employees of the engineering workshons on the_ 

ou daily rates of pay. 662. 
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BAILWAY(S)— 

Bengal 

Question re — contd. 

Purchase of coal from the market by the —563. 

Quarters for clerks at Bhadrak-. 1201. 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India— 

Question re — 

Appointment of separate booking clerks at Delhi for the Great Indian 
Peninsula and the --. 18. 

Provision of fans in second class carriages on the-. 19. 

Branch Line— 

• Question re — 

Allowance for the use made by the new-of the rolling stock of the 

main lines. 188. 

-. 182. 

Maintenance of separate Capital and Revenue Accounts for -. 

186. 

Burma— 

Question re — 

Probationary assistant traffic superintendents on the-. 537-38. 

State management of the-. 90. 

Butari-Patti-Lahore— 

Question re the-. 526. 

Chandpur-Biinore-Mnazzampur-Narain— 

Question re -. 622-23. 

Charsa dda-Swabi— 

Question re report and estimates of the-. 75. 

Chittagong-D uhazari— 

Question re construction of the-and the Chittagong-hTazirhat Eaih 

ways. 995-96. 

Chittagong-Nazirhat— 

Question re construction of the Chittagong-Duhazari and the-. 995- 

96. 
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Company-managed— 

Question re — 

Adoption of the divisional system on-. 191. 

Annual consumption of coal in tons by State and-. 1053. 

Class, number and horse power of locomotives owned by, ordered or 
under construction in railway workshops for State and-. 1052. 

Extension of the Lee concessions to the employees of the-. 183. 

Present length of railway lines in India and under construction in State 
and-. 1052-53. 

Dacca-Aricha— 

Question re the-. 17, 56-67. 

Darjeeling-Himalayan— 

Question re expiration of the contract of the -. 67. 

East Indian— 

Question re— 

Abolition of superior posts consequent on retrenchments in the work¬ 
shops on the Bengal ISFagpur Eailway, the-, etc. 1177. 

Abolition of the post of second guard on the-. 180. 

Absorption in the permanent establishment of supernumerary hands on 
. the-. 1313. 

Allegations against Mr. Abseil, a junior officer in the Dinapur division 
of the —-. 1172-73. 

Alleged harassment by the District 'Magistrate of Burdwan and the 
police of the strikers at Asansbl, -. 1170-71. 

Alteration of the timing of the 88-Down Burdwan-Howrah local train 
-. 1099. 

Appeal made by the travelling ticket inspectors of the-• to the 

Divisional Superintendent, Crews, Dinapur. 1057-58. 

Appointment of Anglo-Indian guards to officiate as station masters 
at certain stations on the-. 1315. 

Appointment of crew officers in each division of the-. 1317-18. 

Article in the Mazdoor of the 21st July, 1928, entitled “Guards’ rest 
in Dinapur division,”-. 1329. 

Attachment of intermediate and third class compartments for female 

passengers close to the engines on the-. and the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 414-15. ^ 

Case of i\Ir. Nouitosh iMukherji, late a relieving station master of the 
Howrah division,-. 1175. 

Cause of the strilce at Lillooah on the 


1332-33. 
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EAILWAY(S) — wntd. 

East Indian— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Charges of bribery and corruption against the foremen em;^loyed in the 
workshops at Lillooah,-. 1330-31. 

Classes of employees of the-entitled to rent-free quarters. 1316. 

Construction of high level platforms on the stations on the line from 
Chandpur to Bijnore,-. 1257-76. 

Contract given to Messrs. Burn and Company by the-for the supply 

of basic pig-iron. 279. 

Curtailment of holidays intheDinapur division of the-. 1313-14. 

Deplorable condition of the quarters of the Indian staff of the Ondh 
and Bohilldiand section of the-. 693. 

Differences in scales of pay and allowances prevailing on the Oudh 

and Rohilkhand section and the East Indian section of the -. 

1312. 

Disaffection among the license holders on railway stations in the Mora- 
dabad division of the-. 679. 

Discharge of A. K. Mitra, relieving clerk, Burdwan, by the-. 98- 

99. 

Discharge of certain vendors employed at Moradabad on the- 

624. 

Dismissal of 54 workmen employed in the workshops at Lillooah,-. 

1171. 

Ejectment from their quarters of the workers of the Ondal workshop, 
-. 1169-70. 

Employment of Mussalmans as establishment clerks on the-. 191- 

92. 

Employment on lower salaries in the crew system of travelling ticket 
inspectors of the-. 1058. 

Engagement of a contractor to pay the salaries to the staff employed 
on the-. 1168-69. 

Enquiry by the Agent of the-into the grievances of the men em¬ 

ployed at the Lillooah workshops. 337. 

Expenditure incurred by the - on the crew department and 

travelling ticket inspectors. 1316. 

Expenditure incurred by the - on scholarships to European and 

Anglo-Indian students in the Oakgrove European School. 415-16. 

Eilling up of vacancies in the higher appointments of the Accounts 
Department of the-. 1109-10. 

Eormation of an Advisory Committee of the-at Batna. 88-89. 
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East Indian— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Grant of preference to students of the Oakgrove School in the selec' 

tion of apprentices for the workshops of the-and the technical 

school at Jamalpur. 416-17. 

Halt of the Bombay Mail at Hodarma on the-. 1180. 

Ignoring by the authorities of the-of representations made by the 

Union about the grievances of the staff. 1312. 

Introduction of a system of re-examination of the staff on the Oudh 
and Eohilkhand section of the- 7 . 538. 

Issue of monthly time-tables by the Eastern Bengal and the -■. 

607. 

Issue of passes to the officers and workers of the-Union. 1168. 

Licenses for selling pan and cigarettes at railway stations in the 
Moradabad division of the —624. 

Loss caused to the-by the strikes at Lillooah, Asansol and Ondal. 

337. 

Loss sustained by the - on account of the lock-out at Lillooah, 

etc. 1171. 

Luggage rules of the-, 660. 

Membership of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce of the-, the Eastern 

Bengal Kailway and the Calcutta Port Trust. 1178-79. - 

Memorial of the staff of the Accounts Department of the -. 1109. 

Number- of crewmen, -crewmen-in-charge, assistant crew inspector, 
and crew inspectors employed on the -. 1056. 

Nrmber of Hindus and Mussalmans in the Divisional Superintendent’s 
Office, Moradabad,-. 180 - 81 . 

Number of Indian, Anglo-Indian and European employees of the- 

discharged during the year 1927. 1315. 

Number of Indian guards in grade “A” and Anglo-Indian and Euro¬ 
pean guards m grade ‘‘ B ” on the-. 1312. 

Indians appointed as guards in grade “ A ” on the-. 

Number of transportation inspectors, commercial inspectors, etc 
on the-. 1173-74. 

Number of travelling ticket inspectors in the-before and after 

the introduction of the crew system, etc. 1055-56. 

Number of usual working hours of certain classes of employees ou the 

Opening of new stations in the Moradabad division of the -_ 626 

of “ A ” class ticket collectors on the_. U71-72 
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EAILWAY(S)—cojrfd. 

East Indian— conid. 

Question re — contd. 

Pay of headmasters and teachers of Indian high or middle schools 
maintained by the-. 542. 

Pay of junior clerks of the inspectors’ offices of the Engineering depart¬ 
ment, -. 1316. 

Pay of station masters and assistant station masters on the -■. 

1316. 

Pay of travelling ticket inspectors on the-. 1057. 

Promotion of employees of the Oudh and Eohilkhand section of the 
-. 539. 

Promotion of Indians to “ A ” grade guards on the-. 1312-13. 

Provision of a raised platform and suitable waiting accommodation 
at Mugma on the-. 665. 

Provision of latrines in servants’ compartments on the Great Indian 
Peninsula and-. 19. 

Provision of quarters for the workmen of Lillooah,-. 1330, 

Questions relating to the-. 68. 

Recognition by the Agent of the-Union. 1167-68. 

Redress of the grievances of the worlanen employed in the workshops 
at Lillooah-. 1332. 

Reduction of a ticket collector at Patna junction,-. 1172. 

Reduction of intermediate class fares on the ——. 40. 

Re-employment of Mr. Ireland, a dismissed railway servant, on the 
-. 83. 

Refusal of casual leave to the staff of the-. 1314. 

Refusal of the Agent to grant card passes to the office-bearers of the 
— Union at Moradabad. 692-93. 

Representation of the-on the Indian Mining Association, Calcutta. 

612-13. 

Representation of the travelling ticket inspectors of the Dinapur 
division of the-. 1317. 

Rules framed in connection with the crew system on the-. 1056- 

67. 

Sale of cinders by the-. 625. 

Security of service for the workmen employed at Lillooah,--. 1330. 

Service agreements with the staff of the-r. 1314. 

Station master of Patna junction, -. 1176. 

Strike at Bamangachi on the --. 412-13. 
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EAILWAY(S)-con«(?. 

East Indian— concld. 

Question re — concld. 

Tea vendors at stations in tiie Moradabad division of the-. 624. 

Time-scale of pay for the nine transportation inspectors of the old 
Oudh and RoMlkhand Railway transferred to the-. 538. 

Total expenditure incurred by the - on the Oakgrove European 

School in 1926-27. 416. 

Transfer of travelHng ticket inspectors to inferior positions in the crew 
department of the -. 1316-17. 

Transfer of travelhng ticket inspectors to the crew department of 
the-. 1318. 

Travelhng ticket collectors and crewmen on the-. 71. 

Uncovered overbridges at Hardwar and Lhaksar on the.-. 625. 

Wages of skilled and unsldlled workmen of the workshops at Lillooah, 
-. 1329-30. 

Worldng cost of the-- foreign traffic in the Railway Clearing 

Accounts Office for the year 1927-28. 1111. ' 

Eastern Bengal— 

Question re — 

Alleged trespass into the house of one Roy, a trains clerk at Pulchari, 
on the --. 138. 

Allotment to other stafE of the - at Lalmanirhat of the quarters 

built for Indian guards and station masters. 136-37. 

Attachment of intermediate and third class compartments for female 
passengers close to the engine on the East Indian Railway and the 
-. 414-15. ^ 

Construction of the Dacca-Aricha branch of the_. 59. 

Discharge of Babu Banldm Chandra Mukerjee, a clerk in the District 
Loco. Superintendent’s office,-, Dacca. 1385-86. 

Discontinuance of the steamer services maintained by the __565. 

Education of the children of the staff of the-. 134. 

Grant of allowances to the clerks of the district offices of the_ 

for Sunday and holiday work. 137. 

Grant of increased pay to the Indian subordinates of the_. 142-43, 

Grant of increased pay to the subordinate staff of the_. 139 

Grant of leave with pay to cooks and servants employed in the vuarda' 
running rooms on the ——. 138. ° 

Grant of local allowances to officers and ministerial staff of the_ 

stationed in Calcutta. 136. sran or tue- 
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EAILWAY(S)—conitZ. 

Eastern Bengal— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Grant of mileage allowance to tlie travelling ticket inspectors of the 
-. 139. 

Grant to Indian guards of the ■;-of the same facilities as European 

guards. 136. 

Head passenger superintendents on the --. 137-38. 

Indebtedness of the subordinate stafi of the-. 140. 

Insecurity of service of the subordinate stafi of the-. 141-42. 

Issue of monthly time-tables by the - and the East Indian Rail¬ 

way. 507. 

Membership of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce of the East Indian 
Railway, the --and the Calcutta Port Trust. 1178-79. 

Passenger superintendents,-. 904. 

Promotion of Mr. Holder to the post of Transportation Inspector'on 
the-. 134. 

Promotion of ]\Ir. Wood to officiate as an Assistant Traffic Superin¬ 
tendent, Katihar, on the -, 1 . 33 - 34 . 

Proposed separation of Audit from Accounts on the -. 1307-08. 

Provision of a platform and waiting rooms at Earidpur, -. 87-88. 

Provision of a rest house at Kurseong for the Indian subordinate staff 
of the-. 142. 

Provision of a waiting room at Serajganj Ghat station on the-. 


^'cllcutta'’^ quarters for the Indian guards of the-stationed in 

Provision of quarters for the stafi of the - stationed at Santahar. 


Provision of quarters for the travelling ticket inspectors of the 


Provision of two swimming baths for the Euiopean and Anglo-Indian 
employees of the-at Paksey and Baidpur. 140. 

Raising of the pay and retiring gratuity of ministerial officers of the 
--. 108 - 39 , 

Recruitment of clerks by the Statistical Officer, _. 994 . 

Reduction of fares on the -. 413-14. 

Re-employment by the-of retired railway subordinates. 134-35. 

Rej^atio^or Anglo-Indians of the posts of crew inspectors on the 
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RiiLWAY(S)—cojjid 
Faridpur-Charmuguria- Barisal-— 

Question re construction of the-. 87. 

Feeder— 

Question re -in Sind. 405-06. 

Great Indian Peninsula— 

Question re— 

Admission of the public to the shed offices at Wadi Bunder,-•. 

546. 

Appointment of Mr. J. Methais, an Anglo-Indian, as an Audit Inspector 
in the office of the Chief Auditor,-. 1063. 

Appointment of separate hooking clerks at Delhi for the-and the 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Kailway. 18. 

Chief Goods Inspectors at "Wadi Bunder, -—. 647. 

Classification of guards, engine drivers and ticket collectors on the-. 

509-11. 

Cruelty to a consignment of monkeys sent from Lucknow to Bombay 
by the 412. 

Death from snake-bite of Daftatray Shivlal, a cabin man employed 
on the-. 542-43. 

Discharge of five men employed at Wadi Bunder,-. 514. 

Discharge of temporary clerks employed at Wadi Bunder, --. 643- 

44. 


Distinction in the rates of pay of clerks emploimd at Wadi Bunder 
-. 544-45. 


Emplojmient of relieving staff on the permanent establishment of the 
office of the Chief Auditor,-. 1060-61. 

Grant of a weekly rest day to the stafi of the-. 612-13. 

Grant of casual and privilege leave to the subordinate stafi of the-. 

513. 


Grant of leave and provident fund privileges to the menial stafi 
employed in the various administrative offices of the — in Bombay 
1060. 


Grant of personal pay and advance increments to subordinate officials 
on the-, 514 , 

Inordinate delay in the pajunent of salaries to the subordinate stafi 
of the -. 511-12. 

Labour unrest on the-. 1089-90. 

beading of wagons at Wadi Bunder, —■—. 547. 
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RAILWAY(S)— 

Great Indian Peninsula— contd. 

Question re— cmtd. 

Oifering of permanent employment to paid candidates working at 
Wadi Bunder,-, 544. 

Pay of the stall: employed at Wadi Bunder,-. 545-46. 

Pav of the subordinate staff of the office of the Chief Auditor, -. 

1061. 

Present scale of pay of the ticket printing staff attached to the office of 
the Chief Auditor, -. 1059-60. 

Promotion of paid candidates working at AVadi Bunder, -. 5l4. 

Promotion of subordinate employees of the --. 608-09. 

Promotion of subordinates to superior appointments on the -• 

1058-59. 

Provision of latrines in servants’ compartments on the—— and the 
East Indian Railway. 19. 

Recovery of losses in the case of shortage of packages from the staff 
of the-. 646-47. 

Refusal of permission by the Agent of the-to the AVorkers’ Union 

to affix notices about the organisation of the Union on the premises 
of the station. 1090. 

Term of prolration for the training course of probationers appointed 

to the Transportation and Commercial Departments of the -. 

1059. 

Transfer of men from the office of the Chief Auditor,-, to the Rail¬ 

way Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 1061-62. 

AA^eekly rest day for the staff ‘of the-. 66. 

AVorking hours of the - staff employed at Ghorpadi near Poona. 

' 543. 

Ishurdi-Pabna-Shahdhugan]— 

Question re construction of the-. 86-87. 

Kalka-Simla'— 

Question re — 

Electrification of the-. 274. 

Lavatories in the third and intermediate class compartments on the 
-. 620-21. 

Lncknow-Jaunpur— 

Question re date of the opening of the-1201. 
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EAILWAY(S)— 

Madras and Southern Maliratta — 

Question re — 

Construction of overbridges or underbridges at the level crossings 
near Guntur, Tenali and Nellore stations on the-. 1278. 

Construction of waiting sheds at Sangarayakunda, Te'tu, Talamanchi 
and Kodavalur stations on the-. 1278, 

Conviction of the Acting Traffic Manager of the-of a criminal offence* 

344. 

Grant of technical pay to Indian officers of the-. 1177,, 

North Western— 

Question re — 

Agreements -with the daily rated staff on the-, 898. 

Alleged misuse of a second class card pass by Mr. Ashwood, Office 
Superintendent in the office of the Divisional Superintendent, Delhi, 
-. 908-09. 

Employment of Indians as carriage inspectors on the-. 897. 

Employment of Sikhs as controllers and assistant controllers of stores 
on the-. 885. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the Chief Auditor,-. 627. 

Establishment in Sindh of a training school for subordinates of the 
-. 29. 

Location of the office of the Divisional Superintendent,-, in Delhi. 

604. 

Medical treatment of the employees of the —;— in Delhi. 605, 

Number of Bridge Inspectors in classes II and III on the-. 31-33* 

Number of bungalows rented by the-in the Civil Lines and Darya 

Ganj, Delhi. 403. 

Number of drivers, class IV, on the-. 30. 

Number of employees of the-dismissed, discharged, reduced in pay 

and fined in the year 1927-28. 898. 

Number of guards, class IV, on the-. 30. 

Number of permanent-way inspectors in classes II, III, IV and V on 
the-9 31. 

Number of Royal Engineer officers employed on the-. 1386-87. 

Number of signal and interlocking and block signal inspectors on the 
-drawing from Rs. 400 to Rs. 675 per mensem. 31. 

Number of SUriis employed as traffic inspectors (Transportation branch! 
on the-. 885. 

Number of station masters in classes IV, V, VI VII and VIII 
the-. 30. ’ 


on 
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EAILWAY(S)—con^t^. 

Noxtli Western— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Number of traffic inspectors on the-drawing Rs. 320 to Rs. 600^ 

per mensem. 29. 

Number of vehicles condemned but not yet replaced on the-. 185. 

Pay of clerks of the office of the Chief Auditor,-. 910-11. 

Pay of sub-way inspectors on the——611. 

Pay of workmen in the power house and locomotive and carriage 
shops,-. 897. 

Pm<id ape-wfe ha. tiv?, hills. railviay mt-'ageQ.cies. by 

Mr. Wood, Chief Auditor of the-. 1305-06. 

Promotion of guards from “ B ” class to “ C ” class on the t-. 410-11. 

Promotion of sub-way inspectors to permanent-way inspectors on 
the-. 611-12. 

Provision of an overbridge at the crossing to the east of Moghalpura on 
the-. 96. 

Provision of a shed on the platform on Shikarpur station on the-. 29. 

Provision of fans in intermediate and third class carriages on the-, 

28-29. 

Recognition by the Agent of the-- of the General Workers’Union, 

-. 896-97. 

Recruitment for the superior services of the-of Muslims from the 

North-West Frontier Pro\nnce. 496-97. 

Separation of audit from accounts on the-. 908. 

Surplus locomotives on the-. 1161. 

Time-scale of pay for the out-door clerical staff on the-. 898. 

Time spent on the inspection of out-agencies in the hills by Mr. Wood, 
Chief Auditor of the-. 892. 

Waiting rooms for first and second class passengers at stations on the 
Sind section of the-. 28. 

Waiting rooms for intermediate class passengers at stations -on the 
Sind section of the-. 27-28. 

Oudh and Rohilkhand— 

Question re — 

Responsibility of gazetted officers in direct charge of each Store Depot 
of the late-. 16-17. 

Time-scale of pay for the nine transportation inspectors of the old- 

transferred to the Bast Indian Railway. 538. 
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EAILWAy(S)— 

Question re — 

Accidents on-in 1927. 508.' 

i 

Administration of tke Fine Funds on-. 395-96. 

Adoption on Indian-of the LaycocE type of automatic coupler in 

use on tlie SoutL. African-. 182. 

Appointment of a Committee of the Central Legislature to enquire into 
the grievances of the employees of the Indian —— . 289-90. 

Appointment of Eate Classification Committees on the Indian-. 

1304-05. 

Charges for tourists’ cars on the different-. 507. 

Complaints from-who are not parties to the Eailway Clearing 

Accounts Office, of irregularities. 1111-12. 

Concessions granted to military officers by-. 190. 

Construction of a --between Contai and Contai Eoad. 52. 

Construction of a-between India and Burma. 47. 

Construction of a-between Muzaffarpur and Sitamarhi. 44, 55, 69. 

Construction of a -from Manmad via Malagaon and Dhula to 

Narhana. 53. 

Construction of a-from Mashrak' to Tawe. 43-44. 

Construction of a -from Eishikesh to Karnprayag. 47. 

Construction of a-from Sainthia to Bheramara via Berhampore. 

133. 

Consumption of coal by class I-. 564. 

Cost of carrying a ton of goods one mile on certain--. 990-91. 

Crediting to the Eailway Eevenues Eeceipts of the Interest on the 
Eeserve Fund of Indian-. 184. 

Criterion laid down by the Secretary of State for a productive_ 

etc., 186-87. 

Delivery to their relatives of the bodies of persons killed in accidents 
on-. 607. 

Description by Sir Charles Innes of travel on the Indian-as the 

■cheapest travel in the world. 188-89. 

Direct-from Madras to Peshawar-. 1076-77. 

Doors of intermediate and third class compartments on the metre 
gauge and broad gauge-. 415. 

Editorial note “-in South Africa and India ” in the Week of Mav 

10th. 1928. 190. ^ 

Electrification of Calcutta-. 20-21. 
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RAILWAY(S)—conic?. 

Question re — contd. 

Electrification of-for the Calcutta suburban traffic service. 65. 

Employment of student engineers on-. 881-82. 

Enquiries into accidents on-. 607. 

Grant of a iveekly rest day to the stafi of-. 1312. 

Grant of special facilities to passengers by the P. and 0. steamers 
regarding journeys on Indian-. 1083-84. 

Issue of a pamphlet containing rules and conditions governing recruit¬ 
ment to the higher services on-. 190. 

Leave rules on-. 880-81. 

Manufacture in India of articles in common use on-. 187. 

New leave rules for subordinates on-. 1061. 

Number of strikes on the-during the last 12 months. 288-89. 

Number of wagons of different types ordered for the -since the 

termination of the bounty system. 262-64. 

Opening of a broad gauge-between Jaklial and Sirsa via Fatehabad. 

913. 

Opening of a metre gauge-between Jakhal and Bhattu via Fateha¬ 

bad. 913. 

Opening of the-from Hapur to Luxar. 65-66. 

Provision of third class tourist cars for pilgrims and marriage parties 
on all-. 36. 

Quantity and value of steel castings for-rolling stock ordered for 

the Indian-during the current year. 260. 

Racial discrimination in regard to pay and prospects of employees on 
the-. 291-92. 

Recognition of the unions of railway employees by the Agents of . 
1311. 

-between Khandwa and Akola. 502. 

-constructed or sanctioned for construction during the years 1922- 

23 to 1926-27 for the opening of new coalfields, etc. 184. 

-purchased at a price determined otherwise than as a multiple of 

their average net earnings. 181. 

Statement showing-which were under construction at the beginning 

of 1922-23 from State funds. 183. 

Subordinates officiating as officials on—^ . 881. 

Supply to Indian-free of charge of coal from State-owned mines. 

190. 

M176LA 


s 
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BAILWAY(S)—C0H<£?. 

Question re — conoid. 

Treatment of stafi on the different-. 1161. 

Want of a-in the Satkhira sub-division, Bengal. 59. 

Kohilkhand and Kumaon — 

Question re — 

Contract relating to the supply of wood fuel to the-. 1161. 

Provision of land free of cost to the-. 485. 


Shaisthagan] and Habiganj— 

Question re extension of the-to Nahiganj. 130S-04. 

Shikohabad-Etah-Kasganj— 

Question re report and estimates of the-. 56. 


Singhaj ani-Tangail-Pingna— 

Question re construction of the-. 17. 

South African— 

Question re— 

Control of railway police on the-. 189-90. 

Tree luggage allowance granted to adult third class passengers on the 
-. 189. 


South Indian— 

Question re— 

Accident at Chetpet on the-. 1177. 

Alleged wrongful confinement of workmen of the-by the foreman 

at Golden Rock. 346-47. 

Defective block instruments in use on the-. 347-48. 

Deputy Agent,-. 1091-93. 

Difiiculty in obtaining leave by guards on the-- . 346. 

Grievances of guards on the-. 344-45. 

Overworked guards on the-. 345. 

Treatment of Indian guards and drivers on the -_. 346-4fi 


Srimangal-Maulvi Bazar— 

Question re connection of the 
Bengal Bailway. 1303. 


with Kulaura junction on the Assam 
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EAILWAY(S)—eo«^cZ. 

State— 

Question re — 

Amendment of tte gratuity rules of-. 559, 

Amount of the capital at charge on-at the end of 1926-27, etc. 187 

Aimual consumption of coal in tons by-and Company-managed 

Railways. 1053. J & 

Census of the children of school-going age of the employees on each of 
the-. 557. 

Centralization of the Local Audit Offices of-. 1062. 

Class, number and horse-power of locomotives owned by, ordered or 
under construction in railway workshops for-, 1052. 

• Condonation of breaks in service of subordinate employees on-, 

558. 

Deputation of the Chief Publicity Officer of the-to America 

1085-86. 

Expenditure on publicity for the-. 1087. 

Eacilities for the grant of advances and rations to employees of the-. 

555. 

Pines realised during the last three years from Europeans, Anglo- 
Indians and Indians employed on each of the-. 555. 

Forms of service bonds or agreements executed by the different 
employees on each of the-. 555. 

Freight rates charged on Revenue account for fuel, stores, etc,, on- 

1078. 

Furnishing of charge sheets to employees of -before reduction, 

removal or dismissal. 555-56. 

Grant of certain classes of allowances to employees on each of the-. 

553. 

Grant of concessions to the staff of the-Audit Offices transferred 

to the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 1062-63. 

Grant of study leave to Europe to upper subordinates on Indian-. 

1186. 

Infliction of fines on and deductions from the wages of employees on the 
-. 555. 

Introduction of the crew system on the different-. 1055. 

Leave rules of the subordinate and menial staff on each of the-, 

etc. 556. 

Minimum wages of each class of workers on the-. 552. 

Monthly wages bill of the staff employed in each of the different grades 
of different classes of employees on each of the-. 553. 
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EAILWAY(S)—cojiifL ' 

State— ccmtd. 

Question re— contd. 

Number of days elapsing between the conclusion of the period of work 
and the actual payment of wages on each of the-. 554. 

Number of educational institutions started by each of the-. 558. 

Number of employees employed below the authorised minimum of the 
different grades of different categories of employment on each of the 
-. 651. 

Number of employees in each of the grades of different classes of employ¬ 
ment on-who reached their maximum three or more years ago, 

etc. 564. 

Number of hospitals maintained by each of the-, etc. 556-67. 

Number of Indian traffic inspectors recruited since 1924 by the various 
-. 144. 

Number of posters and pamphlets issued by the-Publicity Depart¬ 

ments. 1086-87. 

Number of posts assigned to each grade of each of the different cate¬ 
gories of employment on each of the-. 561. 

Number of working days lost and number of men involved in each of 
the trade disputes on each of the-since 1925. 1204.. 

Opening of employment bureaux on each of the-. 569-60. 

Pay of certain classes of employees of-. 612. 

Pay of clerks on-. 653. 

Posts exclusively filled by Europeans and Anglo-Indians on each of the 
-. 551. 

Posts on different-filled up by seniority, direct recruitment, etc. 

654. 

Present length of railway fines in India and under construction in- 

and Company-managed-. 1062-53. 

Promotion of officers of the Local Traffic Service to the superior grade 
on the-. 1300. 

Purchase in India of belting required by the-. 1077-78. 

Qualifications and salaries of Chief Medical Officers on-. 684. 

Beduction of employees as a punishment on each of the-. 564, 

Bepresentation of Sikhs in the Indian Bailway Service of Engineers and 

the Traffic Department of the Superior Eevenue Establishment of_-. 

522. 

Bepresentation of —— on European Chambers of Commerce. 613-16. 

Beservation of compartments on-. 18. 

Betiring rooms at stations on the different-. 19 . 
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RAILWAY(S)—concZcZ. 

State— condd. 

Question re — condd. 

Rules governing the issue of uniform, free passes, etc., to the staff on 
the various-. 559. 

Speech made by Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjea regarding the wagon 
purchase policy of the Indian-, 261-62. 

Station Committees on --. 558. 

Temporary engineers on-. 893. 

^ Total amount debited to the Capital Account on account of expendi¬ 
ture On surveys of new lines forming part of a-. 189. 

Total number of female workers and persons imder 12 years of age 
employed on each of the-. 551. 

Total number of railway quarters occupied by the Indian, Anglo-Indian 
and European employees on each of the-. 558. 

Workers employed oh daily rates of pay on each of the-. 651-62. 

Working conditions of the railway employees on each of the-. 550- 

61. 

RAILWAY ACCOUNT AND AUDIT CODE— 

Question re supply to the Library of the Legislative Assembly of the-- 

143. 

RAILWAY ACCOUNTS— 

Questions re Sir A. L. Dickenson’s Report on-. 486. 

RAILWAY ADInIINISTRATION REPORT— 

Question re omission from Volume II of the-of the transactions of the 

Fine Fund. 182-83. 

RAILWAY BOARD— 

Question re — 

Appointment of an Indian as a member of the-. 1088-89. 

Article in the Forward of 3rd February, 1926, headed “-’s mis¬ 

management.” 918. 

Employment of lady clerks in the office of the-. 1294-95. 

Employment of Muslims in the office of the-. 1284-85. 

Employment of Ooriyas in the offices of the Accountant General, 
Railways,-, etc. 1338. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the-. 525-26. 

Exemption of the-from the rides governing recruitment of staff 

through the Staff Selection Board. 916. 

Memorials addressed to the Financial Commissioner,-, by the 

clerks of the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 1196. 

Number of Bengali clerks recruited since 1925 by the-. 144, 
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RAILWAY BOARD—coJiic?. 

Question re— contd. 

Number of Sikbs, Hindus and Muhammadans in Army Headquarters’ 
the Imperial Secretariat and the-. 127. 

Piibhcation of an up-to-date Indian Bradshaw by the-. 46-47. 

Recruitment for leave vacancies in the clerical establishment of the 
-. 917. 

Recruitment of clerical staff for the-. 916-17. 

Recruitment of outsiders as clerks in the office of the-. 917-18. 

Recruitment through the Pubhc Service Commission of the clerical 
staff of the-. 1182. 

Representation of Mushms in the office of the-. 876. 

Retirement of members of the clerical establishment of the-. 915. 

Total strength of the clerical staff of the-on the 31st January, 

■ 1927. 917. 

RAILWAY BRIDGE- 

Questions re — 

Construction of a-over the Ganges at Mokameh Ghat. 43. 

Construction of a -over the Gunduk. 43. 

RAILWAY BUDGET— 

See “Demands for Supplementary Grants”. 

RAILWAY CARRIAGES— 

Question re cooling system in-. 275. 

RAILWAY CLEARING ACCOUNTS OEFICE, DELHI— 

Question re— 

Agitation in the Press about the grievances of the staff of the-. 

1285-86. 

Alleged iriegularities and corrupt practices in the-. 1110-11. 

Answers to questions put on the 19th March, 1928, regarding the-. 

1286. > » s b 

Articles wntten by Mr. K. C. Vidiarthi, Manager, Bharat Insurance 
Companyj on behalf of the Assistant Director,-. 1286. 

Complaints from Railways who are not parties to the-of irregulari¬ 
ties. 1111-12. ‘ ^ 

Criticisms in the Muslim Outlook of the administration of the Assistant 
Director of the-. 1290. 

Discontent among the clerks of the-. 1293. 

Employment of Hindus and Muslims in vacancies occurring in ftf._ 

since March, 1928. 1287-89. ^ 
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RAILWAY CLEARING ACCOUNTS OFFICE, DELHI—conft^. 

Question re — contd. 

Employment of Muslims as gazetted'officers in the_. 1293-94. 

Establishment of a branch of the-in Madras. 1062. 

Gradation list of the-. 1289. 

Grant of concessions to the staff of the State Railwaj'^s Audit Offices 
transferred to the-. 1062-63. 

Housing accommodation for clerks of the-. 605. 

, Memorials addressed to the Financial Commissioner, Railwav Board, by 
the clerks of the-- .1196. 

Number of Muslim and Hindu graduates and under-graduates employed 
in the -, etc. 1291. 

Overworked clerks in the-. 1285. 

Paucity of Muslims in the-. 1290-91. 

Paucity of Sikhs in the--. 886. 

Powers delegated to the Assistant Director No. 1 of the_. 1293, 

Qualifications of Mr. Vasta appointed to the-. 1289. 

Rejection of applications from graduates and under-graduates for 
employment in the-. 1292-93. 

Residence of each man employed in the-. 1290. 

Retention of Assistant Director No. 1 in the-. 1294, 

Safeguarding of the interests of Muslims in the-. 1289-90, 1291-92. 

Sale of bricks purchased for laying the floor in a camp for the-. 

1291. 

Staff of the --. 1285. 

-Transfer pf men from the office of the Chief Auditor, Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway, to the-. 1061-62. 

Working cost of the East Indian Railway foreign traffic in the-for 

the year 1927-28. 1111. 

RAILWAY CLEARING HOUSE, DELHI— ■ 

Question re number of Sikhs, Hindus, Muhammadans and Christians in 
the-. 127-28. 

RAILWAY COLLIERIES— 

Question re — 

Abandonment of certain partly developed-. 564. 

Cess paid to the Hazaribagh district board by-situated [in that 

district. 1179. 

Exemption of the profits of-in Bihar and Orissa from assessment 

under Chapter V of the Cess Act. 563-64. 

Number of persons employed in-- on certain specified salaries, e+«. 

664. 
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RAILWAY COMPANIES— 

Question re ivithdrawal of tie concession granted in 1922 to brancli line 
-of treating super-tax as a working expense. 286-88. 

RAILWAY DISASTERS— 

Question re association of tke public in enquiries into-. 1177-78. 

RAILWAY DISPENSARY— 

Question re transfer of Dr. Mukherji, Sub-Assistant Surgeon in charge of 
the-, Delhi. 896. 

RAILWAY EARNINGS- 

Question re-from third class passengers during certain specified 

periods. 273. 

RAILWAY EMPLOYEES— 

Question re— 

Education of the children of-. 334, 542. 

Fees for the children of —— at the Oakgrove European School. 416. 

Hours of work and weekly rest day of^-. 67-69, 333-34. 

Ill-treatment of the-in the Moradabad and Lucknow divisions by 

certain specified officials. 277-78. 

Recognition of the Unions of -. 336-36, 

Regulation of the wages and allowances^of -. 562. 

Remuneration of-at higher rates for night duty, etc. 553. 

Wages of-. 562. 

AVorking conditions of the-on each of the State Railways. 660-51. 

RAILAVAY ENGINEERING SERVICE— 

Question re admission of Indian boys into the-, 1072-73. 

RAILAVAY EXTENSIONS— 

Question rc-in Assam. 84-85. 


RAILWAY FINANCES— 


Election of a Committee to review the separation of-from General 

finances. 1390. 

Motion for the election of a Committee to remew the separation of_ 

from General finances. 1232-35. 


RAILWAY FREIGHTS— 

Question re reduction of 
1078-79. 

RAILAVAY INSTITUTES— 
Question rc 


-on sugar, him, jaggery and shahhan-. 


1204 . 
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RAILWAY LINE(S)— 

Question re — 

Anticipated returns on new-. 186. 

Construction^ of-from Barkakhana to Ranchi, Barkakhana to 

Daltonganj and Hazaribagh Road to Hazaribagh. 1180. 

Opening of a-between Jind and Hansi via Narmaund. 913. 

Present length of-in India and under construction in State and 

Company-managed Railways. 1052-53. 

Protection of the-at Rameswaram from sand dunes, etc, 1281* 

-between Thanesar and Jagadhari. 913, 

RAILWAY MAGAZINE— 

See “ Indian States - 

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the Western Circle of the-at Poona. 106. 

Adoption of a uniform system of examination for candidates for the 
examination for promotion to the lowest selection grade posts in the 
post offices and the-. 1006-07. 

Employment of Sikh superintendents in the-. 524, 527. 

Grant of help to the widow and family of Mr. Ganpati Ayer, late head 
sorter, No. 8 Section,- , Bangalore City. 106. 

Inadequate representation of Sikhs in the post office and the——in 
the Punjab. 105-06. 

Number of Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs employed in the offices 
of the Postmaster General, Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle 
and the Deputy Postmaster General,-, Ambala. 523. 

Pay and grading of mail guards of the-. 667. 

Promotions to selection grade appointments in the post office and the 
-. 1006. 

Selection grade appointments in the office of a Superintendent,-. 

421. 

Sikh inspectors in the-in the Punjab. 623. 

RAILAVAY MAIL SERVICE CIRCLES— 

Question re abolition of-, 400. 

RAILWAY MATERIALS— 

Question re policy of the South African Government regarding the pur¬ 
chase of-. 189. • 

RAILWAY MEDICAL SER'^T;CB— 

Question r& publication of the Needham Report on the-. 1071. 



270 


IKDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


EAILWAY OFFICIALS— 

Question re allegations against- in connection with tie accident 

between Hayaghat and Kisbanpur on tbe Bengal and Nortli-Western 
Eailway. 693-94. 

EAILWAY OUT-AGENCIES— 

Question re period spent in tbe bills in summer on inspection of-by 

Mr. Wood, Chief Auditor of tbe North Western Eailway. 1305-06. 

EAILWAY-OWNED COLLIEEIES— 

Question re presentation of the accounts of-on a commercial basis, 

662-63. 

EAILWAY POLICE— 

Question re control of --on tbe South African Eailways. 189-90. 

RAILWAY PROJECTS- 

Question re relief to the Capital account of tbe sum spent on abandoned 
-. 186. 

RAILWAY PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re amount of money paid by tbe-to tbe Times of India in 

respect of tbe printing of the Indian States Railway Magazine. 1090, 
RAILWAY QUARTERS— 

Question re— 

Flooding of tbe-at Moradabad. 326-26. 

Total number of —— occupied by the Indian, Anglo-Indian and Euro¬ 
pean employees on each of the State Eailways. 558. 

RAILWAY ROLLING-STOCK— 

Question re— 

Q^ntity and value of steel castings for-ordered for the Indian 

Kailways during the current year. 260. 

Kumardhuhi Engineering works for steel castings 

RAILWAY RULES AND REGULATIONS— 

Question re printing of •—— in the vernaculars. 36. 

RAILWAY SCHOOLS— 

Question re State and pay of teachers employed in them. 1204* 


RAILWAY SERVANT- 

Question re re-employment of Mr. Ireland, a dismissed-- on th 

East Indian Railway. 83. 

RAILWAY SERVfOE OF ENGINEERS— ■ 

Question re representation of Sikhs in the Indian-and tho Troffl 

Establishment of State Rail 
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EAILWAY STATION(S)— 

Question re — 

DisafEection among tlie license holders on — in the Moradabad divi¬ 
sion of the East Indian Railway. 679. 

Licenses for selling fam and cigarettes at --in the Moradabad dmsion 

of the East Indian Railway. 624, 

Opening hours of booking offices at-. 44-45. 

Opening of a-to the west of Halla in Sind. 1280, 

Rules regulating the appointment, working and dismissal of vendors 
employed at-. 623-24. 

Shifting of the-at Goalundo. 416. 

Water supply at-. 626. 

RAILWAY SURVEY— 

Question re -from Rutlam Banswara to Galiakot in Central India 

104-05. 

RAILWAY TRAINING SCHOOL, CHANDAUSI— 

Question re — 

Case of railway drivers who had passed their examinations at the-. 

326. 

Promotion of Indian workers who have passed examinations from the 
-. 1173. 

RAILWAY UNIONS— 

Question re — 

Recognition of --. 62, 560. 

Withdrawal of recognition from-. 559. 

RAILWAY WORKSHOPS— 

Question re — 

Alleged bribery and corruption amongst the subordinate officers employ¬ 
ed in--. 1331. 

Class, number, and horse-power of locomotives owned by, ordered or 
un^r construction in -for State and Company-managed Railways. 

Strike at the-at Lillooah. 275. 

RAILWAYS, ACCOUNTANT GENERAL— 

Question re employment of Ooriyas in the offices of tlie-, Railway 

Board, etc. 1338. 
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BAILWAYS, FINANCIAL COMailSSlONER OF— 

Question re— 

Duties and qualifications of the •-. 185-86. 

Recruitment to clerical and subordinate services under the-, 7. 

Recruitment to gazetted posts under the-. 7-8. 

RAINFALL- 

Question re heavy-in Bihar on the 4th and 6 th August. 132. 

RAINY, The Honoukable Sir OEORGB— 

Indian Insurance Companies Bill— 

Introduced. 162. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 305-09. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 435 36 
Motion to consider. 957-58. 

Motion to pass. 958. 

Match Industry (Protection) Bill— 

Motion to introduce. 165-66. 

Motion to consider. 968-62, 973-76. 

Addition of a new clause after clause 2. 981. 

Motion to pass. 982. 

Motion for the election of a Committee to revise the separation of Rail¬ 
way finances from general finances. 1232, 1233, 1234. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee for fhe 
. Department of Commerce. 1231. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 828-32 
Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 729-37, 1126 1154 57 
RAIT, Mr. MEHAR SINGH— 

Question re deportation of-, an Indian student from ' 

of America. 10 - 11 . >6 United States 


RAJAH, Rao Bahadur M. 0.— 
Question re — 


Abolition ol superior posts consequent on retrenchmpnf • • 
shops on the Bengal Nagpur Railway, the Eacsf t,. 

3177. ^ Railway, etc. 


Accident at Ohetpet on the South Indian Railway ]277 
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EAJAH, Eao Bahadur M. C.— conkl. 

Question re — conid. 

Amelioration of the condition of the depressed classes. 1279-80. 

Association of the public in enquiries into railway disasters. 1177-78. 

Duties of clerics of the General Post Office, Madras. 1113. 

Duties of tovTi inspectors of post offices in Madras and Calcutta 
respectively, etc. 1112. ’ 

Education of the untouchables and other depressed classes. 1279. 

Grant of technical pay to Indian officers of the Madras and Southern 
Maliratta Eailway. 1177. 

Nomination of member of the depressed classes to the local boards and 
municipal councils in Delhi Province, etc. 603-04, 

Population of the depressed classes. 898-99, 989. 

Powers of appointment, transfer and punishment of subordinates vested 
in the town inspectors of post offices. 1112. 

Starting pay of a town inspector of post offices in Calcutta and Madras 
before the introduction of the time-scale of pay in 1920. 1112. 

Untouchable population of India. 899. 

Question (Supplementary) re depressed and untouchable classes in India 
3, 4. 

EAJAN BUKSH SHAH, Khan Bahadur MAKHDUM SYED— 

Question re— 

Article in the Times of India regarding the founder of Islam. 536. 

Employment of Muhammadans in branches of the Imperial Bant in the 
Punjab. 431. 

Employment of Mushms in the Indian Forest Service. 536-37. 

Number of branches of the Imperial Bank in the Punjab , etc. 430, 

Number of cases of embezzlement discovered by the Local Fimd 
Audit Department in the Punjab and the North-West Frontier 
Province. 431. 

Opening of a booldng office in Multan city. 431-32. 

Provision for orphans and widows of Government servants other than 
members of the Indian Civil Service. 635-36. 

Eecruitment to the Local Fund Audit Department in the Puniab* 
431. 

BAJA BAM, Mr.— 

Question re issue of a notice under section 239 of the Cantonments Act to 
■-of Jubbulpore Cantonment. 1119-20. 
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RAJPUTA^TA— 

Question re — 

Compulsorj retirement of sub-assistant surgeons deputed to Indian 
States in-. 493-94. 

Establishment of a Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education for 
-and Ajmer-Merwara. 323. 

Initial pay of sub-assistant surgeons in-. 492-93. 

RALLA RAM, Rai Sahib— 

Question re allegations against-, retired station master of Hardwar, 

625. 

RAMESHWARAM— 

Question re protection of the railway line at-from sand dunes, etc. 

1281. 

RAM LAL, Mb.^ 

Question re appointment of-as an accountant in the Peshawar post 

office. 532-33. ' ' 

RANCHI— 

Question re—/'' 

Construction of railway lines from Barkalchana to-Barkakhana to 

I^wnganj and Hazaribagh Road to Hazaribagh. 1180. 

^moval of the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and 
/ Orissa, from --to Patna. 921. 

Transfer of the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and 
Orissa, from-to Patna. 92. 

. --RANG BEHARI LAL, Lala— 

Question re — 

Alleged misuse of a second class cardpass by Mr. Ashwmod, Office 
Superintendent in the Office of the Divisional Superintendent Delhi 
North Western Railway. 908-09. ’ ’ 

Attachment of Indians who pass out of Sandhurst as 2nd-Lieutenants to 
a British unit. 603. 

Consumption of opium in Delhi. 604. 

Grant of a right of appeal to persons who receive notices under section 
22 (2) and (4) of the Indian Income-tax Act as agents of non-residents 
liable to assessment. 616-17. 

High house-rents in Delhi. 908. 

Housing accomodation for clerks of the Railway aearing Accounts 
Ulhce, Delhi. 605. 

ew!*' S'-P^ntendent, North Western 
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SANG BBHASI LAL, Lala — contd. 

Question re— contd. 

Medical treatment of tLe employees of the North Western Eailwav in 
Delhi. 606. 

Number of applications made by assessees in the Delhi Pro%T.nce under 
section 27 of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. 516. 

Outfit, maintenance and travelling allowances of officers of University 
Training Corps. 909-10. ^ 

Overtime worked by employees of the Divisional Audit Office, Delhi. 
605. 

Separation of Audit from Accounts on the North Western Eailwav 
908. 

EANgX IYER, Mu. C. S.— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partiality and I 

bias against Mr. President. . [ . 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Home Department against 

■ . . ^ Mr. President. J 

Demand-for Supplementary Grant in respect of “Audit (Railways) 
1395-98. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant (Railways) in respect of “ Audit " 
(Separation of Audit and Accounts). 1242. 

Indian Divorce (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion for leave to withdraw motion to refer to Select Committee 
369. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 370. 

Motion re separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 1261-63. 

Pubho Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 447, 
449, 457-69, 471, 473, 474, 648, 766, 766. 

Question re — 

Adherence of India to the Kellogg Anti-War Pact. 1265. 

Appointment of a Committee of the Central Legislature to enquire into 
the grievances of the employees of the Indian Railways. 289-90. 
Articles in the Pioneer of July Ist, entitled “ The Army Scandal ”■— 

“ Sir W. Birdwood’s Scheme.” 198. 
Chandpur-Bijnore-Muazzampur-Narain Railway. 622-23. 

Change in the chief command of the Army in India. 267-68. 

Eligibility of civilian Judges for the office of Chief Justice of a High 
Court. 621-22. 

Employment in the Malay States for repatriated Indians from South 
Africa, Trinidad and other places. 282-83. 

Improvement of the organisation and equipment of the Army in India 
266-67. 
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RANGA IYER, Mr. C. S.— contd,. 

Question re — contd. 

Inadequacy of modern equipment for the Aimy in India, 267. 

Inefficiency of the Indo-Ceylon cables. 496. 

Interception of letters written to or by dangerous characters. 39. 

Interception of Mrs. Besant’s letters. 39. 

Leader in the Tiines of India regarding tours of the President of the 
Legislative Assembly. 605-06. 

Leave and pensions of inferior servants of the Government of India. 
622. 

Modernization of the Army in India. 198. ► 

,ISro-tax campaign in Bardoli. 278, 

Number of Indian officers appointed to the Archaeological Survey of 
India vdthout first undergoing training in survey work. 1276-77. 

Number of Royal Engineer officers employed on the North Western 
Railway. 1386-87. 

Number of stipendiary scholars selected and trained for archgeological 
work during the last two years. 1276. 

Number of strffies on the Railways during the last 12 months. 288- 
89. 

Political propaganda by a prominent Government servant in the Round 
Table. 281-82. 

Proscription of the paper Al Mujahid published in Chamarkand. 
505. 

Racial discrimination in regard to the pay and prospects of employees on 
the Railways. 291-92. 

Recommendations of the Indian Cinematograph Committee. 407-08. 

Recruitment of apprentices and scholars for training in technical and 
scientific departments. 1277-78. 

Repatriation of Indians from South Africa. 283-84. 

Report published in the Hindustan Times of July 7th under the headlines 
“ Racial arrogance in excelsis etc. 265-66. 

Separation of the office of the Legislative Assembly from the Legislative 
Department. 40-41. ® 

Skeen Memorandum on the military situation in India. 192-97 

Training of Indians for archaaological work. 1276. 

Vacancies in the Archajological Survey of India. ] 277 

^ isit of Dr. Sudhindra Bose to India. 265. 
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RANGA IYER, Mk. 0. ^.—contd. • • 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Amendment of the Government of India Act, so as to allow persons who 
are not lawyers to become Chief Justices of Indian High Courts. 
208. 

' Classification of guards, engine drivers, and ticket collectors on the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 510. 

Opening by the post ofS.ce of letters addressed to Mrs. Besant. 16. 

Speech delivered by Lord Burnham, regarding Indian markets for British 
goods. 206. 

Visit of Dr. Sudhindra Bose to India. 211, 212. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 720. 

Resolution re pay of Judges of the High Courts. 583-86. 

Statement by Mr. President re separate office for the Legislative 
AssemblJ^ 224. 

RANGOON— 

Question re — 

Memorial of Maung Ba Chu, late Inspector of Income-tax, Bazar Circle, 
-. 1077. 

Reversion of wireless operator B. C. Dey, --, to the Traffic branch. 

997. 

BAO, Mr. G. SARVOTHAM— 

Question re— 

Absence of electric lifts in Gorton Castle, Simla. 1294. 

Examination for time-scale clerks in the Postal Department. 421. 

Grievances of town inspectors of post offices. 1003. 

Present system of filling up selection grade appointments in the Postal 
Department. 420. 

Selection grade appointments in the office of a Superintendent, Railway 
Mail Serifice. 421. 

RATE CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEES— 

Question re appointment of-on Indian Railways. 1304-05. 


RATIONS— 

Question re facilities lor the grant of advances and ■ 
State Railways. 555. 

RAU, hiB. H. S.- 
Oath of Office. 1. 


■ to employees of the 


RAW HIDES— 

Question re abolition of the export duty on . 
M176LA 
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BAY, Babu a. N.— 

Question re total service rendered in the Postal Department by-, 

Deputy Postmaster General, Bengal and Assam. 684-85. 

EEADEES— 

Question re clerks of courts and-in the District and Senior Sub- 

Judges’ Courts, Delhi. 312. 

BEADING BOOM— 

‘ Question re admission to the-of the Imperial Library, Calcutta. 

37. 

EECOEDS— 

Question re transfer of the-of the Government of India from Calcutta 

to Delhi. 37. 

EECEUITaiENT— 

Question re— 

Issue of a pamphlet containing rules and conditions governing- 

to the higher services on Eailways. 190. 

Pohcy of-for the services under the Government of India. 129, 

Publication of a hand-book showing the mode of-to the various 

subordinate services under the Government of India. 147. 

--for the superior services of the North Western Eailway of Mushms 

from the North-West Frontier Province. 496-97. 

-of the clerical staff in Army Headquarters. 517-18, 518-19. 

-of the Imperial Agricultural Service from post-graduate students of 

the Agricultural Besearch Institute at Pusa. 521. 

■-on a commercial basis in the Indian Postal and Telegraph Depart¬ 

ment 1080. 

-to the Central Services. 1091. 

Restriction of-in the Postal Department in the Presidency town 

of Bombay to the adjoining Revenue divisions. 878. 

REFORMS— 

Question re introduction of the-into the North-West Frnntipr 

Province. 1188. 

BEFRESBBIENT ROOM— 

Question re location of the Indian-at Patna junction. 39-40 

REFRIGERATORS— 

Question re provision of fruit vans and-on all fast trains. 275 

REILEY, Professor— 

Question re remarks of-regarding New Delhi. 534 
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RELICS— 

Question re removal of valuable-from tbe museum at Patna to the 

museum at Calcutta. 73-74. 

RELIEVING STAFF— 

Question re emploj^ent of-on the permanent establishment of the 

office of the Chief Auditor, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1060-61. 

RENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Payment of-for the building occupied by the old City post office, 

Peshawar, after its vacation. 530. 

Reduction of-of Government official residences in Simla. 1008-09. 

-for the buil ding occupied by the new post office, Peshawar Sudder 

Bazar. 530-31. 

-of Government official residences in Simla. 1009-10. 

Shortage of houses and high-in Delhi. 402. 

REPATRIATED INDIANS— 

Question' re employment in the Malay States for —■— from South Africa, 
Trinidad and other places. 282-83. 

REPATRIATION- 
Question re — 

-of Haj pilgrims who lose their return tickets. 270. 

-of Indians from South Africa. 283-84. 

REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

REPORT(S)— 

Presentation of the-of the Public Accounts Committee on the Accounts 

of 1926-27. 1205. 

Question re— 

Publication of the --of the Roads Development Committee. 1181. 

Publication of the-of the TariS Board on the oil industry. 481-82. 

-of the Cinema Enquiry Committee. 90. 

-of the Committee appointed to enquire into the aftairs of the Delhi 

University. 48. 

-of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. 317-18. 

-of the Indian States Committee. 1054. 

-of the Roads Development Committee. 52. 

Sir A. L. Dickenson’s-——on railway accounts. 486. 

Supply of annual-of the different departments of the Government ' 

of India free of charge to Members of the Legislative Assembly. 70. 

Supply to the Indian Statutory Commission of the- of the Nehru 

Committee. 1202. 
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BEPORTEKS- 

Question re Sikh stenographers and-in the Government of India 

Secretariat. 620. 


BESBAECH INSTITUTE— 

Question re recruitment of the Imperial Agricultural Service from post¬ 
graduate students of the Agricultural-at Pusa. 621. 

BESEEVATION OE THE COASTAL TEAEFIC OE INDIA BILL - 
See “ Bill(s) ”. 


RESERVE EUND- 

Question re crediting to the Railway Revenue Receipts of the interest on’the 
-of Indian Railways. 184. ' ' 

RESERVISTS— - ' ' - 

Question re pay of probationers and-in offices administered by the 

Central Board of Revenue in Bombay. 331. 

RESIGNATION— 


Question re— 

-by Bedi Raghbir Singh of his commission in the Indian Territorial 

Force. 124-25. 

--of Mr. Narsingh Das, an elected member of the Cantonment 

Board, Jubbulpore. 1123. 

RESOLUTION(S)— 

Question re-No. 90 passed at the 7th session of the All-India Postal 

and Railway Mail Service Conference held at Nagpur, 72. 

- re — 

-cable and wireless beam merger. 224-50. 

-educatio n of girls and wmmen in the territories odministered 

by the Central Government. 594-602, 1012 50. 

-Haj pilgrim traffic. 250-57, 568-72. 

-pay of Judges of the High Courts. 572-94 

RESTAURANT- 


Question re opening by a clerk of the Imperial Library of a_in the 

Library. 130. 

REST HOUSE— 

Question re provision of a-at Kurseong for the Indian subordinate staff 

of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 142. ® 

retired RAILWAY SUBORDINATES— 

te-employment by the Eastern Bengal Railway of_. 
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EETIEEMENT— 

Question re compulsoxy ■—■— of sub-assistant surgeons deputed to Indian 
States in Eajputana. 493-94. 

EETIEING BOOMS— 

Question re — 

at stations on tbe different State Eailways. 19. 

Unsuitable-at Ajmer. 19-20. 

EETUEN TICKETS— 

Question re — 

Issue of week-end-by the Bengal and North-Western Eailway. 

649-50. 

Eepatriation of Haj pilgrims who lose their-. 270. 

EEVENUE DIVISIONS— 

Question re restriction of recruitment in the f’ostal Department in the 
Presidency town of Bombay to the adj oining -. 878. 

■ EICE— 

m 

Question re export duty on —— , 983. 

- EICE, Mr.— 

Question re utilisation by Government of the services of-, formerly of 

the Pioneer. 1181. 

EIFLES— \ 

Question re issue of service-to the University Training Corps in the 

United Provinces. 987-89. 

EIOT(S)— 

Question re— 

Loss of life and other casualties occasioned by communal-since the 

22nd July, 1926. 33-35. 

-at Bamangachi. 278. 

EISHIKESH— 

Question re construction of a railway from-to Karnprayag. 47. 

EOADS— 

Question re insecurity of the-in the Peshawar district. 616 

EOADS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE— 

Question re Eeport of the-. 52. 

Pee also “ Coinmittee(s) 

EOBBEEIES— 

Question re-and dacoities committed in the North-West Frontier 

Province from 1885 to 1926, etc. 616-17. 
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EOGEES, Mr. P. G.— 

Oath of Office. 1. 

EOHILKHAM) AND KUMAON EAILWAY— 

See “ Eailway(s) ”. 

EOLLING STOCK— 

Question re allowance for the use made by the new branch lines of the -r— 
of the main lines. 188. 

EOME— 

Question re International Institute of Agriculture, — . 324-25. 

“ EOSE HALL ” — 

Question re removal of the post office at Coonoor from Minsted to . 
606-07, 914. 

BOUND TABLE— 

Question re political propaganda by a prominent Government servant in 
the-. 281-82. 

BOY— 

Question re alleged trespass into the house of one-, a trains clerk at 

Fulchari, on the Eastern Bengal Bailway. 138. 

BOY, Mr. K. C.— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partiality and"^ 

bias against Mr. President. 17 ykq 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Home Department against T " » 

Mr. President. J 

Motion regarding separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 1262-63. 
Public Safety (Bemoval from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 470, 
Question re — 

Higher administration and Indianisation of the Army in India coming 
within the scope of enquiry by the Indian Statutory Commission. 
318. 

Improvement and expansion of the Indian Territorial and Auxiliary 
Eorces. 318. 

Beport of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. 317-18. 

Eesolution re — 

The cable and wireless beam merger. 224-27, 246-48. 

Pay of ,Tudgcs of the High Courts. 573 . 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


283 


EOY, Kai Bahadur TARIT BHUSAN— 

Question re — 

Alteration of tlie timings of the 88-Down Burdwan-Howrah local train, 
East Indian Railway. 1099. 

Appointment of Royal Commissions and Committees since 1921. 
416. 

Attachment of intermediate and third class compartments for female 
passengers close to the engines on the East Indian and Eastern Bengal 
Railways. 414-15. 

Complaint by the Globe Nursery of Calcutta against the stall of the 
Shambazar town sub-office. 1099-1100. 

Discharge of 15 approved candidates of the old Calcutta Sorting Division, 
1098. 

Expenditure incurred by the East Indian Railway on scholarships to 
European and Anglo-Indian students in the Oakgrove European 
School. 415-16. 

Famine in Bengal. 417. 

Fees for children of railway employees at the Oakgrove European School* 

416. 

Grant of preference to students of the Oakgrove School in the selection of 
apprentices for the East Indian Railway workshops and the technical 
school at Jamalpur. 416-17. 

Issue of instructions by the Postmaster General, Bengal and Assam 
Circle, to officers under him not to submit any proposals for increasing 
the stall. 1096-97. 

Number of persons under detention and internment as political suspects* 

417. 

Opening of doors of intermediate and third class compartments on the 
metre gauge and broad gauge railways. 415. 

Raising of the pay of the deputy postmaster, Hatkhola town sub-office 
in Calcutta. 1098-99. 

Raising of the pay of the postmasters of the Bow Bazar, Dharamtola 
and Park Street town sub-offices in Calcutta. 1097. 

Reduction of fares on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 413-14. 

Shifting of the railway station at Goalundo. 415. 

Strffie at Bamangachi,on the East Indian Railway. 412-13. 

Total expenditure incurred by the East Indian Railway on the Oakgrove 
European School in 1926-27. 416. 

Working hours of the officials of the Savings Bank Department of the 
General Post Office, Calcutta. 1097-98. 
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ROYAL COMMISSIONS- 

Question re appointment of-and Committees since 1921. 415. 

ROYAL COMMISSION ON AGRICULTURE— 

Question re— 

Conclusions arrived at by tbe All-India Departmental Conference on the 
recommendations of tbe --. 607. 

Recommendations of tbe-. 605-06. 

Recommendations of tbe-regarding development of agriculture in 

Ajmer-Merwara. 324. 

ROYAL ENGINEER OEFICERS— 

Question re number of-employed on the North Western Railway. 

1386-87. 

ROYAL FAMILY OF DELHI— 

Question re estate of Mirza Suraiya Jab, a member of tbe ex — I . OS- 

OS. 

ROYAL INDIAN MARINE— 

Question re— 

Pay, leave and pension of seamen employed in tbe-. 609-10. 

Recognition of tbe union of seamen of the-in Bombay. 610. 

Rules relating to seamen employed in tbe-. 608-09. 

ROYAL TANK CORPS— 

Question re admission of Indian cadets to tbe Indian Corps of Signals and 
tbe-. 433-35. 


RUBBISH BINS— 


Question re demolition of-in Kasauli Cantonment. 1114. 

RULES- 

Question re names of the High Courts which have framed-undpr the 

Indian Bar Councils Act, 1926. 56. 


RULING(S)— 

Billfs)- 

Acceptance of motion for circulation does not commit a member to 
the principle of tbe-. 1213. 

Motion for consideration of a — cannot be made unless copies of the 
— have been made available to members three days earlier TPublic 
Safety (Removal from India) Bill). 305. ^ 

Select Committee (Stage)— 

Motion for tbe addition of further names to the list nf 80 ^ 0 + n 
a late stage though allowed was irregular Ld should 
down any precedent. 1158. 
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RULING(S)— 

Miscellaneous— 

Inherent right of Assembly to defend itself against attacks and to table a 
substantive motion and pass a vote of censure or condemnation on the 
attacker. 164. 

No question can he addressed to Mr. President. 224. 

Question put by a member whether Government were aware that the 
public were losing confidence in a particular Judge of a High Court 
in order. 329. 


Motion for Adjournment— 

No discussion on a question of privilege can take place on a-. 153. 

Questions—; 

Members to rise from their seats when putting-. 1169. 

-relating to subjects transferred to Ministers in Provinces should be 

discussed in Provincial Councils. 293-94. 

Ilesolution(s)— 

A-cannot be withdrawn unless the amendments to that-are 

disposed of. 1050. 

Standing Orders— 

Chair has discretion to suspend or not to suspend the-. 1344. 


RUNNING SHEDS— 

Question re employment of Indians as foremen of-and workshops on 

the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1200. 

RUTLAM-BANSWARA— 

Question re railway survey from-to Galiakot in Central India. 104- 

05. 

S 


SADIQ, Sated MOHAMMAD— 

Question re conduct of the police in investigating the murder of-, 

father-in-law of Khwaja Hasan Nizami. 1307. 

SAIDPUR— 

Question re provision of two swimming baths for the European and Anglo- 

Indian employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway at Paksey and-. 

140. 

SAINTHIA— 

Question re construction of a railway from 
pore. 133. 


to Sheramara via Berham- 
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SALARIES— 

Question re — 

Inordinate delay in tlie payment of-to tiie subordinate staff of the 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 511-12. 

-paid annually to the Indian and non-Indian employees of the 

Indian Central Cotton Committee. 1102. 

SAMI ULLAH KHAN, Hakim— 

Question re expulsion of-from the Ambala Cantonment. 1203- 

04. 

SAN ERANCISCO— 

Question re suicide of Vishnudas Bagai, a Hindu art dealer of . 

10 . 

SAND DUNES— 

Question re protection of the railway line at Rameswaram from-, 

etc. 1281. 

SANDHURST— 

Question re attachment of Indians who pass out of-as 2nd-Lieutenants 

to a British unit. 603. 

SANDWIP ISLANDS— 

Question re telegraphic connection between Noakhalr and Hatiya and 
the-. 689. 

SANTAHAR— 

Question re provision of quarl ers "for the staff of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway stationed at-. 136. 

SARDA, Rai Sahib HARBILAS— 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Presentation of petitions relating to the-. 348-49. 

iffotion to recommit to Select Committee. 349-61. 

Question re — 

Agricultural education in Ajmer-Merwara. 424. 

Compulsory retirement of sub-assistant surgeons deputed to Indian 
States in Rajputana. 493-94. 

Contribution by the Government of India to the Imperial Institute 
London. 325-26. ’ 

Establishment of a Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education for 
Rajputana and Ajmer-Merwara. 323. 

Improvement of the pay and prospects of teache-s in Government schools 
in Ajmer-Merwara. 425-26. 

Initial pay of sub-assistant surgeons in Rajputana. 492-93. 
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SAEDA, Rai Sahib HARBILAS— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Inspection of European scliools in Ajmer-Merwara. 426-27. 

International Institute of Agriculture, Rome. 324-26. 

(1) Introduction of compulsory primary education in the") 
city of Ajmer. 

(2) Medical examination of tlie pupils of primary and 
secondary scliools in Ajmer-Merwara. 

New Victoria Hospital, Ajmer. 427. 

Number of applications received from students in Ajmer-Merv^ara during 
tbe last three years for scholarships to study agriculture, mining, 
engineering, etc. 1387. 

Recommendations of the Royal Commission on Agriculture regarding 
the development of agriculture in Ajmer-Merwara. 324. 

Revision of the pay of the Sub-Judge, Ajmer and the City Magistrate, 
Ajmer. 324. 

Vegetable or Vanaspati ghee. 424-25. 

Question (Supplementary) re unsuitable retiring rooms at Ajmer. 20. 
Resolution re education of girls and women in the territories administered 
by the Central Government. 1016-16, 1041. 

SARPARAZ HUSSAIN KHAN, Khan Bahadur— 

Question re — 

Abolition of slavery and human sacrifices in the Triangle and Naga 
Country. 75. 

Abolition of slavery in the Triangle and the Kachin Hills. 84. 

Admission of candidates from Dehra Dun into the Indian Police and 
Indian Forest Service. 81-82. 

Age of Hindu married women. 92. 

Air Service to India. 92, 1101. 

Allegations against railway officials in connection with the accident 
between Hayaghat and Kishanpur on the Bengal and North-Western 
Railway. 693-94. 

Alleged interception of money sent to Mrs. Besant to pay the fees of poor 
students. 90. 

Amendment of the Immigration Law in Panama. 72. 

Appointment of Mr. J. C. Mair as assistant accountant under the Port 
Commissioners, Calcutta. 68-69. 

Appointment of Indians to the Foreign and Political Department. 
80. 

Arrangements for lodging for pilgrims at Kamaran. 85. 

Article in the Labour of January, 1928, entitled “ Sad plight of sorters 
during floods.” 76. 


/ 


494-95. 
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SARFARAZ HUSSAIN KHAN, Kean Bahadur— con itZ. 


Question re. — contd. 

Baunsi-Naya Dumlia-Saintliia Railway. 66. 

Bengal Rail Proj ect, 72. 

Casli certificates. 88. 

Construction of a civil aerodrome at Gaya. 71. 

Construction of a new liospital at Delhi. 76. 

Construction of a railway between Contai and Contai Road. 52. 
Construction of a railway between Muzafiarpur and Sitanaarbi. 55, 
69. 

Construction of a railway from Manmad via Malagaon and Dhulla to 
Narhana. 53. 

Construction of the Barisal-Faridpui Railway. 60. 

Construction of the Belapux-Nasik Railway. 53-54. 

Construction of the Dacca-Aiicha branch of the Eastern Bengal Rail 
way. 59. 

Control of opium smoldng. 62-63. 

Cost of the Kabul Legation. 51. 

Dacca-Aricha Railway. 56-57. 

Deduction of wages. 61 62. 

Delhi Tramways. 83. 

Delivery of postal articles in the town of Patna. 96-97. 

Delivery post offices ina.6taP2 tn-63. 

Direct cable connection between London and India. 920. 

Electrification of railways for the Calcutta suburban traffic service. 
55. 

Employment of Biharis and Ooriyas in the Government of India Secre¬ 
tariat. 70-71. 

Employment of Biharis and Ooriyas in the office of the Auditor General. 
71. 

Employment of women clerks in post offices. 63. 

Establishment of an urban unit of the Indian Territorial Force in 
Calcutta. 66. 

Establishment of Provincial Public Service Commissions. 69-70. 

Estate of Mirza Suraiya Jah, a member of the ex-Royal Family of Delhi. 
63-65. 

Evidence of Government servants before the Statutory Commission. 
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SARFARAZ HUSSAIN EHAN, Khan Bahaddb— conit?. 

Question re — contd. 

Expiration of the contract of the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway. 

Extension of the Indian Bar Councils Act to the various High Courts 
67. 

Extra pay for Sunday and holiday work for postal officials. 80. 

Formation of an Advisory Committee of the East Indian Railway at 
Patna. 88-89. 

•Grant of conveyance allowance to Members of the Legislative Assembly 
at Simla and New Delhi. 51. 

Grant of invalid pensions to postmen and telegraph messengers. 1100. 

Grant of overtime to telegraph delivery messengers. 1100. 

Grant of scholarships to Indian students for archaeological training 
in Europe. 59. 

Haj pilgrims. 61. 

- Hardships of pilgrims at Kamaran. 85. 

Hours of work and weekly rest day of railway employees. 57-59. 

Human sacrifice in Burma. 90-91. 

Import of vegetable ghee. 57. 

Indianisation of the higher grades of the technical and non-techuical 
services of the Port Commissioners, Calcutta. 69. 

Introduction of legislation for the prompt, payment of wages. •62. 

Introduction of legislation to restrict the traffic in women and children. 
81. 

Language in which the proceedings of meetings of the League of Nations 
are recorded. 91. 

Leave and pension rules for inferior servants of Govermnent. 73. 

Legislation to declare strikes illegal. 66. 

Letter in the Statesman of 3rd May, 1928. under, the heading “ Bandel- 
Barharwara Line. ” 80. 

Liberation of slaves in India and its outlying tracts. 62. 

Link with the coalfields in Bengal. 549. 

Location of the Imperial Library. 74. 

Loss sustained by the Government of India on the working of the Army 
Canteen Board. 144-45. 

Money due to the Mussulmans of Delhi on account of compensation for 
the acquisition of certain property. 67-68. 

Move of the Government of India to Simla. 68. 
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SAEFAEAZ HUSSAIN KHAN, Khan Bahadur— cwito!. 


Question re — eontd. 

Muharram holidays in the Imperial Secretariat. 61. 

Names of the High Courts which have framed rules under the Indian 
Bar Councils Act, 1926. 56. 

Names of the members of the New Capital Committee. 82. 

Need for more orderly service of food, etc., in ships carrying emigrants 
overseas. 60-61. 

Nomination of women as members of Provincial Legislative Councils. 
79. 


Opening of the railway from Hapur to Luxar. 65-66. 

Paucity of recruits for the Army from Bihar and Orissa. 73. 

Pay of graduates in the Postal Department. 82. 

Political prisoners in Assam. 63. 

Popularisation of the use of coal as a domestic fuel. 74-76. 

Post Office Guarantee Fund. 54. 

Preferential treatment for war returned candidates in the matter of 
appointments under Government. 84. ; 

Prevention of floods. 50-51. 

Prohibition of the employment of women undergroimd. 61. 

Protection of the life and property of the inhabitants of the villages 
Koilwar, Mahmadpur, etc., from floods. 120. 

' Questions relating to the East Indian Railway. 68. 

Railway extensions in Assam. 84-85. 

Recognition of Railway unions. 62. 

Re-employment of Mr. Ireland, a dismissed railway servant on the East 
Indian Railway. 83. 


Regulations for the protection of workers employed in dangerous and 
unhealthy industries. 61. ° 


Release of political detenus. 55-56. 


Removal of valuable relics from the museum at Patna 
Calcutta. 73-74. 


to the museum at 


Report and estimates of the Charsadda-Swabi Railway 76 

and estimates o! the Sttohabad-Etah-Kasganj ’ Mmy. 


Report of the Cinema Enquiry Committee. 90 

Report of the Roads Development Committee. 52 

Representation of the British Empire and the D 
League of Nations. 89-90. 


omimons and India in the 
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SARFARAZ HUSSAIN KHAN, Khan Bahadur — conoid. ■ 

Question re — conoid. 

Resolution No, 90 passed at the 7th session of the All-India Postal and 
Railway Mail Service Conference held at Nagpur. 72. 

Revision of the pensions of the menial staff in some Government 
Departments. 74. 

Running of another express train from Bombay to Delhi, 56. 

Safety of mail runners. 55. 

Seats for Indian members in the Privy Council. 81. 

Service conditions of telephone operators, 75. 

Standing Advisory Committees attached to Departments of Government 
82-83. 

State management of the Burma Railways, 90. 

Status of Indians in Fiji. 74. 

Suicide of Ambika Charan Kiian, a detenu. 73. 

Sulphur springs and medicinal natural waters in India or Burma. 

69. 

Supply of annual reports of the different Departments of the Govern¬ 
ment of India free of charge to Members of the Legislative Assembly. 

70. • 

Supply of waterproofs to postmen and telegraph peons. 62. 

Terms of the loans from the Government of India under section 20 of 
the Paper Currency Act, against inland Bills, 83-84. 

Time-test of the dead letter office. 72. 

Traffic in women and children. 91. 

Training of Indians for higher service in the Forest Department. 53. 
Training of marine wireless operators. 76. 

Transfer of the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and 
Orissa, from Ranchi to Patna. 92. 

Travelling ticket collectors and crewmen on the East Indian Railway. 

71. 

Use of “ certified flame-proof apparatus ” in Indian mines. 60. 

Use of vegetable ffhee to adulterate pure ghee. 70. 

Visit of the Malaria Commission of the Leagxie of Nations to India, 

88 . 

Want of a railway in the Satkhira sub-division, Bengal. 59, 

Weekly rest day for the staff of the Great Indian Peninsula Eailway» 

66 . 
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SASSOON, Sib VICTOR— 

Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Bill—(Amendment of section 43)— 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 375,378-80. 

Indian Trade Unions (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 942. 

MatcP Industry (Protection) Bill— 

Addition of a new clause after clause 2. 977, 978, 979, 980-81. 
Nomination of-to the Panel of Chairmen. 294. 

Pubhc Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Objections raised by Pandit Motilal Nehru under Standing Order No. 
38 to the Bill being taken into consideration. 302-03. 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 629-35, 
636, 638, 676, 812, 825, 826. 

Motion to consider Report of the Select Committee. 1367, 1368-70, 
1372,1373. 

Question (Supplementary) re issue of Treasury Bills within three, weeks 
of the Government of India loan being fully subscribed. 1001. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 699, 700, 701, 702, 705, 708, 
709, 724,1127,1128,1129, 1138-42. 

Resolution re pay of Judges of the High Courts. 577. 

SASTRI, The Right Honoubable SRINIVASA— 

Question re retirement of the-from South Africa. 876, 

SATKHIRA SUB-DIVISION, BENGAL— 

Question rc want of a railway in the-. 59. 

SAVINGS BANK DEPARThlENT-- 

Que.stion re working hours of the officials of the 
Office, Calcutta. 1097-98. 

SCHOLARS- 

Question rc recraitment of apprentices and __ 

'ind scientific departments. 1277-78. 


■ ■ of the General Post 


for training in teclmical 
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SCHOLARSHIPS— 

Question re — 

Expenditure incurred by the East Indian Railway on-to European 

and Anglo-Indian students in the Oakgrove School, Mussoorie. 
415-16. 

Glrant of-to Indian students for archaeological training in Europe. 

59. 

Number of applications received from students in Ajmex-Merwara during 

the last three years for-to study agriculture, mining, engineering, 

etc. 1387. 

SCHOOL(S)— 

Question re — 

Case of railway drivers who had passed their examinations at the 
Chandausi Railway Training-. 326. 

Establishment in Sind of a training-for subordinates of the North 

Western Railway. 29. 

Establishment of a Government girls’ high-in Peshawar, etc, 

316-17. 

Improvement of the pay and prospects of teachers in Government- 

in Ajmer-lilerwara. 426-26, 

Inspection of European-in Ajmer-Merwara. 426-27. 

Medical examination of the pupils of primary and secondary-in 

Ajmer-Merwara. 494-95. 

Opening of a-for training telegraphists in Burma. 998. 

Pay of the headmasters and teachers of Indian high or middle- 

maintained by the East Indian Railway. 642. 

State Railway-and pay of teachers employed in them. 1204- 

05. 

Termination of the contract with certain Anglo-Indian for training 
telegraphists. 399. 

SEA AND COAST LIGHT ESTABLISHMENTS— 

Question re -in India. 900. 

SEAL CHECKERS— 

Question re classification of time recorder attendants and-as menials 

on the Bencal Nagpur Railway. 553. 

SEAMEN— 

Question re — 

Pay, leave and pension of-employed in the Royal Indian Marine. 

609-10. 

Recognition of the Union of-of the Royal Indian Marine in 

Bombay. 610. 

Recruitment of-at Bombay. 335. 

Rules relating to-emploj^ed in the Royal Indian Marine. 608- 

09. 

XJ 
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SEA SERVICE- 

Question re-necessary for a second mate’s certificate. 906. 

SBAECH LIGHTS- 
Question re— 

Fitting of trains running at night with electric-. 1096. 

Number of locomotives fitted with electric-. 337-38. 

SECOND CLASS CAEEIAGES— 

Question re provision of fans in-on the Bombay, Baroda and Central 

India Eailway. 19. 

SECOND LIBUTENANTS- 

Question re attachment of Indians who pass out of Sandhurst as-to 

a British unit. 603. 

SECOND MATE’S CBETIFICATE— 

Question re sea service necessary for a-. 906. 


BECONDAEY SCHOOLS— 

Question re medical examination of pupils in primary and-in Ajmer- 

Merwara. 494-95. 

SECEETAEIAT- 

Question re— 

Decrease of Bengalis in the Government of India-. 128-29. 

Employment of Bengalis in the Government of India-. 98. 

Employment of Biharis and Ooriyas in the Government of India- 

70-71. 

Employment of candidates qualified for second division appointments in. 
the Government of India --. 893-94. 


Number of assistant secretaries in the Government of India-. 

874. 

Number of Silch superintendents and assistants in the Government of 
India-and Attached Offices. 522-23. 

Eecruitment of stenographers to the Government of India-and 

Attached Offices. 1010-11, 

Sikh stenographers and reporters in the Government of India-. 

520. 

SECRETAEIAT SERmE EXAhllNATIONE- 


Question re. failure of Bengali graduates in the --. 98. 

SECEETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA— 

Question re— 


Criterion kid down by the-for a productive railway, etc. 186- 


Momorials to the-from the clerical staff of the 

General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1333. 


office of the Director- 
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SECURITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian ’ under “ Bill(s) 

SECURITY PRINTING- PRESS, NASIK— 

Question re — 

Indianisation of the staff of the-. 279-80. 

Training of Indian youths in the-. 620. 

SELECTION G-RADE APPOINTMENTS— 

Question re — 

Present system of filling up •—— in the Postal Department. 420. 

-in the office of a Superintendent, Railway Mail Service. 421. 

SELECTION GRADE POSTS— 

Question re promotions of postal officials of Ihe mufassil to the lowest- 

in the General Post Office cadre. 1103-04. 

SELECTION GRADE SUB-OPEICES— 

Question re house-rent allowances sanctioned for sub-postmasters of 
offices converted info --. 879. 

.-^SENIOR SUB-JUDGE, DELHI— 

Question re permanent pensionable posts in the Court of the-. 312. 

SERAJGANJ GHAT— 

Question re provision of a waiting room at-station on the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 17-18. 

SERTANTS’ COMPARTMENTS— 

Question re provision of latrines in —— on the Great Indian Peninsula 
and the East Indian Railways. 19. 

SERYIOE AGREEMENTS— 

Question re — 

.—— with the staff of the East Indian Railway. 1314. 

Supply to employees of the Bengal and North-Western Railway of their 
—. 1064. 

SERAHCB BpNDS— 

Question re forms of-or agreements executed by the different employees 

on each of the State Railways. 555. 

SERVICE RIFLES— 

Question re issue of --to the University Training Corps in the United 

Provinces. 987-89. 

SETTLEMENT OFFICER, PESHAWAR— 

Question re dismissal of a large number of experienced patwaris, girdwaras; 
merabs and naib-tahsildars by the-. 621. 
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SHAFEE, SIadlvi MOHAMJLAD— 

Question re — 

Grant of conveyance allowance to tlie clerks of tlie Government of 
India. 1202-03. 

Grievances of the telephone probationers in the Patna division. 
125-26. 

Besolution re > he Ha] pilgrim traffic. 255-57. 

SHAH NAWAZ, Mian MOHAJVIMAI)— 

Appointment of-as a member of the Committee on Public Petitions, 

294. 

PubUc Safety (Bemoval from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 647,837- 
42. 

SHAISTHAGANJ AND HABIGANJ EAILWAY- 
See “ Bailway(s)”. 


SHAKKAR- 

Question re reduction of the railway freights on sugar, bura, jaggery and 
-. 1078-79. 

SHAMBAZAE SUB-POST OFFICE- 

Question re complaint by the Globe Nursery of Calcutta against the stafi 
of the-. 1099-1100. 


SHED— 

Question re provision of a-on. the platform on Shikarpur station on 

the North Western Eailway. 29. ' 

SHED OFFICES- 

Question re admission of the public to the-at Wadi Bunder 

Indian Peninsula Eailway. 546. ' 


SHEE SINGH, Ms.— 

Question re appeal of-, late clerk, post office, Peshawar. 527-28 

SHIKAEPUE— 


Question re erection of a shed on the platform 
Western Eailway. 29. 


on.-station on the North 


SHIKOHABAD- 

Question rc the-Etah-Kasganj line. 499 . 

SHIKOHABAD-ETAH-KASGANJ EAILBWY- 
Sec “ Eailway(s) 
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SHILLIDY, Mr. J. A.— ' ' - 

Indian. Succession (Second Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to introduce. 164-65. 

Motion to consider. 947. ' - • 

Motion to pass. 947. 

•Motion to consider tlie amendment made by the Council of State 
1391. 

Motion to pass the amendment made by the Council of State. 1391. 
SHIPS— 

Question ?'e— 

Employment of pilgiim-when not carrying pil^ims. 270. - ' 

Need for more orderly service of food, etc., in-carrying emigrants 

overseas. 60-61. 

Pilgrim-. 269. 

Visitors on board pilgrim-. 272. 

SHIPPING COMPANIES— 

Question re assessment of non-Indian-to super-tax. 1082-83. 

SHOP-KEEPER— 

Question.re alleged insult to a-by Colonel William, Health Officer, 

•Ambala, 1116-17. 

SHUNTERS— 

Question re— 

Employment without any extra allowance of assistant guards and- 

as guards and drivers, respectively, on the Bengal and North-Western 
Railway. 1198,132]. | 

Pay of drivers,-, firemen, fitters and carriage examiners on the Bengal 

and North-Western Railway. 1323. 

Pay of-on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1199. 

SHUTTLE TRAIN— 

Question re provision of proper lights and fans in the-between Chheoki 

and Allahabad. 507-08. 

SICKNESS INSURANCE— 

Question re-. 332. 

SEDDIQI, Mb. ABDUL QADIR— 

Question re— 

Goods shed at Burhanpur railway station. 602, 

Railway between Ediandwa and Abola. 502. 

Stoppage of the Calcutta Mail at Burhanpur. 502-03. 
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SIGNAL INSPECTORS— 

Question re number of-on tbe North Western Railway drawing from 

Rs. 400 to Rs. 675 per mensem. 31. 


SIGNALLERS- 

Question re— 

Grant of casual leave to-in tbe combined post offices. 78-79. 

Paucity of-in tbe Ganjam Postal Division. 77. 

Pay of-employed at stations on tbe Bengal and Nortb-Westem 

Railway. 1322. 

Pay of-on tbe Bengal and Nortb-Western Railway, 1198. 

SIGNALLING ESTABLISHMENTS— 

Question re recruitment for tbe •—— in tbe Madras Circle. 109. 


SIGNALS— 


Question re number of Indian officers bolding King’s commissions in tbe 
Indian units of artillery, engineers,-and tbe air force. 1296- 


99. 


SIKH(S)- 

Question re— 

■ Admission of-students to tbe College of Mines in Dbanbad. 522. 

Appointment of a-as a Judge of tbe High Court, Lahore. 536. 

Appointment of-to tbe Indian Meteorological Department. 621. 

Employment of-as assistants and superintendents in tbe Indian 

Stores Department. 1094. 

Employment of-as Controllers, and Assistant Controllers of Stores 

on tbe North Western Railway. 885. 

Employment of - as Extra Assistant Commissioners in the Survey 
of India. 883. 

Employment of'-as probationary superintendents, of post offices, 

526-27. ^ 


Employment of- as superintendents in the .Railway Mail Service, 

OJi i * ' 

' r 

Employment of-in clerical appointments in tbe post office. -626. 

gazetted posts in the Indian Stores, Depart- 


Eraployment of-in the Civil Aviation Office. 884 

Employment of-in the clerical establishment^, o ' 

of India Pre.sses at DelM and Simla. 885 86. ^ Gtovernme 

Emplojunent of-, in the Imperial Service of Enolnn,. • 4.i t • 

tion Branch. Punjab. 883-84. -Engineers m the Irrij 
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SlKH(S)--con?«?. 

Question re — contd. 

Employment of- in the office of the Chief Auditor, North Western 

Nailway. 627. 

Employment of- in the office of the Commissioner, Northern 

India Salt Eevenue, Delhi. 1094. 

Employment of-in the office of the Deputy Accountant Gfeneral, 

Posts and Telegraphs. 1096. 

Employment of-in the office of the Director General of Archieology 

in India. 1093-94.’ 

Employment of-in the office of the Director, Wireless Telegraph, 

Simla. 886. 

Employment of-in the office of the Eadway Board. 626-26. 

Employment of-in the Survey of India. 524. 

Employment of --superintendents in the Eadway Mail Service. 524- 

Inadequate representation of-in the post office and the Eailway 

Mail Service in the Punjab. 105-06. 

Nomination of a qualified-to the Indian Civd Service in 1928- 

49-50. 

Nomination of a --to the Indian Civil Service. 1108-09. 

Number of Hindus, Muhammadans and-employed in the offices of 

the Postmaster General, Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle and 
the Deputy Postmaster General, Eailway Mail Service, Ambala. 623. 

Number of-- appointed to the Political Department. 623. 

Number of-employed as traffic inspectors (Transportation branch) 

on the North Western Eailway. 885. 

Number of-, Hindus and Muhammadans in Army Headquarters, 

the Imperial Secretariat and the Eailway Board. 127. 

Number of-, Hindus, Muhammadans and Christians in the Eailway 

Clearing House at Delhi. 127-28. 

Number of --superintendents and assistants in the Government of 

India Secretariat and Attached Offices. 522-23. 

Paucity of —— in the Eailway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 886. 

Eepresentation of-in the Indian Eailway Ser\dce of Engineers and 

the Traffic Department of the Superior Eevenue Establishment of 
State Eahways. 522. 

Eej)resentation of-in the Military Accounts Department. 126-27. 

_inspectors in the Eaihvay Mail Service in the Punjab. 523. 

-inspectors of coaching and goods. 887. 

-Muhammadan, Hindu and Christian clerics, accountants, etc., in 

the Military Accounts Department. 126. 

_stenographers and reporters in the Government of India Secre¬ 
tariat. 620. 



300 


INDEX TO LEGISIiATIYE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


SIKBS OF THE PUNJAB— 

Question re book by Captain B. E. Parry entitled TAe-. 1108. ' 

SlLCHAE- 

Question re pay of tbe postmaster,-. 174-75, 

SILK WEAVING INDUSTEY— 

Question re depressed condition of the-in some parts of Bengal. 

998-99. 


SIMLA- 


Question re— 

Amount spent on account of as well as tlie amount received from the 
sale of composing materials by each of the Government of India 
Presses at Calcutta, Delhi and-. 1275. 

Carriage of luggage of officers and clerks of the Government Telegraph 
Offices,-and Delhi. 1080. 

Construction of family quarters for duftaries in-. 339-40. 

Employment of Sikhs in the clerical establishments of the Government 
of India Presses at Delhi and-. 885-86. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the Director, Wireless Telegraph, 

-. 888 . 

Grant of conveyance allowance to Members of the Legislative Assembly 
at-and New Delhi. 51. 


Grant of family travelling allowance to duftaries during the moves of 
the Government of India between —— and Delhi. 339. 


Grant of joining time to members of the Telegraph Office, 
the move between-and Delhi. 1267-68. 


■, during 


(1) Lack of arrangements for signalling messages 

post offices in-. 

(2) Provision of more letter boxes in-. 


at branch 



Move of the Government of India to --. 68, 


Number of maclunes purchased and sold by the Government of India 

Presses at Calcutta, Delhi, - and Ahgarh from 1922 to 1927 

1275, 


Price of furniture suppHed to the Cart Eoad quarters, 
Eeductioa of rents of Governmeut official residences 


-. 1101 . 

in^-. 1008- 


Removal of the winter headquarters of the British Trade 
Gartok from-to Almora or Nairn Tab 286 


Agent at 


Rents of Government official residences in_. 1009-10 

Master 


General 
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SIMLA— 

Question re — contd. 

Total amount of coal used for Lot water for baths of Honourable 

Members living in the Cart Road and Summer Hill quarters,-, 

during the last four years. 1107. 

Total quantity of coal provided for hot water for baths in the Cart 
Road quarters,-, last year. 921. 

SIMLA ALLOWANCE CODE— 

.Question re — 

Allowances granted to Government employees under the-. 1306. 

The-. 1080-81. 

SIMON COMMISSION— 

Question re — 

Reception accorded to the --in India. 25. 

Supply by the Local Govermnents of certain information to the —, 

12 . 

SIMPSON, Sir JAMES- 

'' Apology to the Chair and the House by-. 1389. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 711-19, 719-21, 722, 726, 727, 
1129, 1130. 

Resolution re— 

The cable and wireless beam merger. 230-31. 

Pay of Judges of the High Courts. 579. 

SIND— 

Question re — 

Establishment in-of a training school for subordinates of the 

North Western Railway. 29. 

Eeeder Railways in-. 405-06. 

Names of institutions to which grants were made by the Bombay and 
■—■— Customs.- 492. 

Numbers of Hindus and Moslems employed as superintendents, post¬ 
masters and clerics in all the post offices in --. 330. 

Opening of a railway station to the west of Halla in-. 1280. 

Penalty inflicted on income-tax assessees in-for default in 

making payments of the tax. 205. 

Publication of the tour programmes of Income-tax Officers in-. 

199-200. 
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SIND LAND ALIENATION BILL- 


See “ Bill (s) 

SINGAPOKE- * 

Question’re notice issued by the Passport Officer,——,regarding pass¬ 
ports for Indians wishing to travel to non-British territory after 
their arrival in Malaya. 211. 

SINGAEAYAKONDA— 

Question re construction of waiting sheds at——, Tettu, Talamancb 
and Kodavalur stations on the Madras and Southern Mahxatta 
Railway. 1278. 

SINGH, Kumar BANANJAYA— 

Question re— 

Date of the opening of the Lucknow-Jaunpur Railway. 1201. 

General elections of the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State- 
1318. 


Present strength of the British and Indian Army in India. 1201. 

Purchase of cloth by Government. 1201-02, 

Supply to the Indian Statutory Commission of the Report of the 
Nehru Committee. 1202. 

Total number of political prisoners in India. 1318. 

SINGH, Mr. B. K.— 

Question re employment of-in the Department of Civil Aviation. 

323. 

SINGH, ]\IE. DRIGNATH— 

Question re petition from-and others. 46- 

SINGH, Mr. GAYA PRASAD— 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to pass. 951-52, 954, 956. 

Motion for Adjournment re attack on the President of the Legislative 
Assembly by the Times of India. 149. 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee 447 
475, 822. ■ ’ 

j^Iotiou to consider Report of the Select Committee. 1347, 

Question re— 


Abolition of the poll-tax levied on Indians in Fiji. 46. 

Accident between Hab^aghat and Eshan^ stations on the 

Bengal .and North-M estern Railway. 99-104. 

“ Conway >' 
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SINGH, Mr. GAYA PEASAD—co«fd.. 

Question re— contd. 

Alleged preference shown to Anglo-Indians in the matter of recrxiit- 
ment to the office of the Director of Civil Aviation. 890-91. 

Allocation of costs between the different Local Governments in connec¬ 
tion with the Deogarh conspiracy case. 104. 

Amendment of the Government of India Act so as to allow persons 
who are not lawyers to become Chief Justices of Indian High 
Courts. 207-08. 

Appointment of an Indian representative petmanently at Geneva, 
1281. 

Article in the Times of India regarding the recent tour of the President 
of the Legislative Assembly. 618-19. 

Case of Mr. Campbell alias Mr. George Allison. 330. 

Closing of the Mall at Dera Ismail Khan to the Indian public. bl5- 
16. 

Compensation for the sequestration of the properties of the Basel 
Mission Company. 1283. 

Confiscation of the book entitled Politics of oil. 479-81. 

Construction of a railway between India and Burma. 47. 

- ■ Construction of a railway between Muzaffarpur and Sitamarhi 44, 

Construction of a railway bridge over the Ganges at Mokameh Ghat. 
43. . 

Construction of a railway bridge over the Gunduk. 43. 

Construction of a railway from Mashrak to Thawe. 43-44. 

Construction of a railway from Eishikesh to Karnprayag. 47. 

Construction of quarters for the clerks of the head post office at 
Motihari. 85-86. 

Contract given to Messrs. Burn and Co. by the East Indian Eailway 
for the supply of basic pig-iron. 279. 

Conversion of India into a great eastern military depot for the British. 
1280-81. 

Course of training prescribed for cadets of the “ Dufferin. ” 907. 

Creation of a Cantonment Board in Lansdowne, etc. 125. 

Deputation of the Chief Controller of Stores. Indian Stores Depart¬ 
ment, to Ceylon. 1010. 

Deputation of the Indian Police Association to His Excellency the 
Vicero3L 209. 

Discontent among the members of the staff of the Indian Stores 
Department. 1010. 



304 


INDEX TO LE&ISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES; 


SINGH, Mr. GAYA PKASAD— 

Question re— contd. 

Duplication of tlie imperial Mail Service from Bombay to Calcutta. 
259-60. 

Dutch. Air Service to Batavia via India. 210. 

Employment of additional booMng clerks to cope with the heavy 
third class booking at Patna junction. 40. 

Employment of Indians as district ofS.cers, heads of departments 
and foremen of running sheds and workshops on the Bengal 
and North-Western Eailway. 1200. 

Employment of Indians by the Empire Marketting Board. 329-330. 

Employment of markers as clerks, assistant goods clerks or goods 
clerks at some oi the roadside and junction stations of the Bengal 
and North-Western Eailway. 1197. 

Employment without any extra allowance of assistant guards and 
shunters as guards and drivers, respectively, on the Bengal and 
North-Western Eailway. 1198. 

Expenditm’e on the Indian State’s Committee. 1283, 

Expenditure on the maintenance of temples and mosques for Indian 
troops and civil officers. 1282-83. 

Firing on strikers at Bamangaohi. 479. 

Grant of increased pay to Indian guards on the Bengal and North- 
Western Eailway. 1198. 

Heav '7 rainfall in Bihar on the 4th and 6th August. 132. 

Increment of a stenographer in the Foreign and Political Department. 

1012. 

India House, London. 1281-82. 

Indian Navy. 906-07. 

Indianisation of the staS of the Security Printing Press, Nasik. 279* 
80. 

Intensive military preparations on the North-West Frontier, 269. 

Issue of week-end return tickets by the Bengal and North-Western 
Eailway, 549-50. 

Leave rules of Indian officers on the Assam Bengal Eailway, the Bengal 
Nagpur Eailway and the Bengal and North-Western Eailway 
47-48. 

Location of another military force in North Bffiar on the Nepal frontier 
209. 

Location of the Imperial Library. 44. 

Location of the Indian refreshment room at Patna junction. 39-40, 

Non-coinmunicatiOn of the reasons for the dismissal or discharee of an 
emplckyeo on the Bengal and North-Western Eailway. 1200 
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SINGH, Mr. GAYA PEASAD—co?iifZ. 

Question re — contd. 

Notice issued by the Passport Officer, Singapore, regarding passports 
for Indians wishing to travel to non-British territory after their arrival 
in Malaya. 211. 

Number of cadets undergoing training on the training ship “ Dufferin ” 
49. 

Official who signed the Peace Pact in Paris for India. 881. 

Opening hours of booking offices at railway stations. 44-45. 

Overworked stafi m the Traffic and Locomotive departments on the 
Bengal and North-Western Railway, 1197. 

Pay of drivers, shunters, firemen, fitters and caiTiage examiners on the 
Bengal and Noith-M^estern Railway. 1199. 

Pay of signallers on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1198. 

Pay of station masters of “ C ” class stations on the Bengal and 
North-'Western Railway. 1198-99. 

Pay of the Indian subordinate stafi employed on the Bengal and 
North-Western Railway. 1196-97. 

Prevention of Indians from competing at the I. 0. S. examination in 
London. 1282. 

Prevention of the import into India of imitation teas. 104. 

Price .of furmture supplied to the Cart Road quarters, Simla. 1101. 

Prohibition of the import of vegetable gliee. 45. 

Proportion of stenographers to officers in Attached Offices of the 
Government of India. 1011. 

Proscription of boolcs pubhshed in England. 12-14. 

Protection of the railway line at Rameswaram from sand dunes, etc. 

■ 1281. 

Provincial Government’s share of the income-tax collected in Bihar and 
Orissa.' 39. 

Provision of facilities to the Indian employees of the Bengal and North- 
Western Railway in the Balrampur Hospital at Lucknow. 1199. 

Pubhcation of an up-to-date Indian Bradshaw by the Railway Board, 
46-47. 

Publication of the Repoi-t of the Tariff Board on the oil industry, 
481-82. 

Railway survey from Rutlam-Banswara to Galiakot in Central India. 
104-05. 

Recognition by the Agent of the Bengal and North-'Western Railway 
Men’s Association. 1200. 

Recruitment of stenographers to the Government of India Secretariat 
and Attached Offices. , 1010-11. 
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SINGH, Mr. GAYA PRASAD—con(<?. ■ - - - 

Question re — contd. 

Reduction of Indian repiesentation in the municipality at Nairobi, • 
etc. 1281. 

Reduction of intermediate class faxes on the East Indian Railway. 
40. 

Reduction of rents of Government official residences in Simla. 1008- 
09. 


Remarks made by the Honourable Mr. Justice Courtney Terrell, 
Chief Justice of the High Court, Patna, in Criminal Appeal No. 23'' 
of 1928. -327-29. 

Remarks of Professor Reiley regarding New Delhi. 534. 

Removal of the office of the Comihissioner of Income-tax, Bihar arid 
Orissa, from Ranchi to Patna. 921. 

Rents of Government official residences in Simla. 1009-10. 

Report of the Committee appointed to enquire into the affairs of the 
Delhi University. 48. 

Repiesentation of Indians on the Legislative Council in Eiji. 46. 

Retirement of the Right Honourable Srinivasa Sastri, P. C., from 
South Africa. 876. 

Scale of pay and leave rules of officers, Indian and European, on the 
Bengal and North-Western Railway, 478. ‘ ' 

Search by the customs officials at Dover of the baggage of Maulana 
Mxihammad Ali. 210. 

Sea service necessary for a second mate’s certificate. ' 906. 

Separate waiting room for first and second class European passengers 
at Hatdwar. 48. 

Separation of the Assembly Office from the Legislative Department. 


Skeen Memorandum regarding modernisation of the Army in India 
192-97,209. ■ 


Smuggling of opium from Nepal into Bihar and Orissa. 49. 

Speech delivered by Lord Burnham regarding Indian markets for 
British goods, 205-07. 

State management of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 44. 

Supply by the Local Governmeuts of certain information to the Simon 
Commission. 12. oimuu 


Suppression of a radio message sent by Mr. Bernard 
I. C. S. officer, to the Free Press of India. 1I-12. 

Third class booking office at ICathgodam. 45, 


Houghton, a retired 
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SINGH, Me. GAYA PRASAD— 

Question re— concld. 

Throwing open of the Bengal Pilot Service to cadets of the ” Dufferin ” 
907. 

Total amount of coal used for hot water for baths of Honourable Members 
living in the Cart Road and Summer Hill quarters, Simla, during the 
last four years. 1107. 

Total quantity of coal provided for hot water for baths in the Cart Road 
quarters, Simla, last year. 921. 

Training of cadets in the training ships “ Conway ” and “ Worcester ” 
904-06. 

Training of Indians in flying in England. 280-81. 

Trains without vacuum brakes on the Bengal and North-Western 

■'-Railway. 1197. 

' Visit' of Dr. Sudhindra Bose to India. 211-12. 

Weeldy mail air service from London to India. 210. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Agitation in the Press about the grievances of the staff of the Railway 
Clearing Accounts Ofiice, Delhi. 1286. 

Classification of guards, engine drivers and ticket collectors on the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 610. 

Competitive examination for the Indian Medical Service. 902. 

Dismissal or discharge of employees of the Bengal and North-Western 
Railway. 1063. 

Employment of Hindus and Mushms in vacancies occurring in the 
Railway Clearing Accounts Oflice, Delhi, since March, 1928. 1289. 

Employment of Muslims in the office of the Railway Board. 1285. 

Number of Indian officers holding King’s commissions in the Indian 
units of artillery, engineers, signals and the ahr force. 

Number of Indian transportation inspectors, commercial inspectors, 
etc., on the East Indian Railway. 1174. 

Political propaganda by a prominent Government servant in the Round 
Table. 232. 

Printing of railway rules and regulations in the vernaculars. 36. 

Propaganda in India by Bolshevists and Communists. 409, 410. 

Rents of different quarters allotted to Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. 991, 992. 

Skeen memorandum on the military situation in India. 197. 

Total number of Indians in the United States of America. 680. 
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SrtsGH, SIr. trAYA PRASAD—concZ(?. - 
Resolution re— 

Education of girls and women in tlie territories administered by tlie 
Central Government, 1032-34. 

Pay of Judges of the High Courts. 677, 584, 591. 


SINGH, Mr. NARAYAN PRASAD— 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 821, 
Appx. 1-2. 

Question re — 

Minimum pay of clerks and town inspectors of post offices in Bombay 
town after the introduction of the time-scale of pay. 1113. 

Non-revision in 1920 of the pay of town inspectors of post offices in 
Bombay town. 1113. 

Starting pay of postal clerks and town inspectors of post offices in 
Bombay town prior to the introduction of the time-scale of pay. 
1113. 

Town inspectors of post offices in Bombay town. 1113-14. 


SINGH, Mr. RAM NARAYAN— 


Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to pass. 952. 

Match Industry (Protection) Bill— 

Addition of a new clause after clause 2. 979-80. 

Question re — 

Cess paid to the Hazaribagh district board by railway collieries situated 
in that district. 1179. 

Construction of railway lines from Barkakhana to Ranchi, Barkakhana 
to Daltonganj and Hazaribagh Road to Hazaribagh. 1180. 

Halt of the Bombay Mail at Kodarma on the East Indian Railway. 


Method of calculating the net profits on coal raised in Government collie- 
1180, 


Ties. 


Remarks made by lilr. Justice Courtney Terrell, Chief Justice of the 
M L C against Babu Jagat Narayan Ball, M.A. LL B 


Resolution re pay of Judges of the High Courts. 586, 587-88 
SINGIT, Rai Bahadur S. N.— 

Oath of Office. 1. 
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SINGH, Haja EAGHUNANDAN PEASAI:>— 

Question re — 

Annual increments of superintendents of post offices. 217-18. 

Counting towards increments of officiating services of superintendents of 
post offices. 218. ^ 

Daily allowances of superintendents of post offices. 218. 

Effect of the revision of the pay of superintendents of post offices. 
217, 218. 

Excessive number of Muhammadan superintendents of post offices in 
Bihar and Orissa. 218-19. 

Free quarters, free conveyance, etc., for superintendents of post offices. 
217, 218. 

Inadequacy of the pay and prospects of superintendents of post offices. 
- , 216, 218. 

Names and nationalities of probation^iry superintendents of post offices 
in the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle- 218. 

Number of appointments of reserve dorks in the Monghyr division of the 
Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle, etc. 215-16. 

Number of Hindu and Muhammadan non-matriculates employed as 
reserve clerks or as candidates for reserve clerkships in the Bihar 
and Orissa Postal Circle. 215. 

Promotion of Muhammadan postmen .'I'S overseers in the Bihar and Orissa 
Postal Circle. 214. 

Recruitment of Muhammadans in tho Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle. 
214. 

Recruitment of non-matriculates as clerks in the Patna division of the 
Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle. 2l6. 

Revision of the pay of superintendents of post offices. 216-17, 218. 
SINGHAJANI TANGAIL-PINGNA RAILWAY— 

See “Railwayfs)”. 

SINHA. Kdmar GANGANAND— 

Public Safety (Removal from Indi^) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and ref^r to Select Committee. 781. 
Question re — 

Adoption of a uniform system of examination for candidates for the 
examination for promotion to the lowest selection grade posts in the 
post offices and Railway Mail Service. 1006-07. 

Allowances granted to Goveinment employees \mder the Simla Allow¬ 
ance Code. 1306. 

Establishment of a dead letter office at Patna. 1200-01. 

M176LA ■' ' ‘ ^ 
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SINHA, Kuijab GrANGANANDr- conit?. 

Questioa re —conic?. 

Number of clerks employed in tke dead letter office-at Calcutta^ etc. 
42-43. 

Number of town inspectors of post offices in the Punjab and North- 
West Frontier Circle, etc. 1006. 

Period spent in the hills in summer on inspection of railway out-agencies 
by Mr. Wood, Chief Auditor of the North Western Railway. 1305-06s 

Petition from Mr. Drighnath Singh and others. 46. 

Promotions to selection grade appointments in the post office and the 
Railway Mail Service. 1006. . - ■ 

ToAvn inspectors of post offices. 1005-06. ' 

Want of a dead letter office in the Bihar and Orissa Postal Circle. 41. 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Number of Hindus and Mussalmans in the Divisional Superintendent’s 
Office, Moradabad, East Indian Railway. 181, 

Vegetable or Vanaspati ghee. '424-26. 

SINHA, Me. SIDDHESWAR— 

• Question re — 

Assistant Compiler of the -Army List. 1195. 

Departmental examination for promotion to the lowest selection grade 
posts in the post office. 1167. 

Employment of candidates qualified for second division appointments in 
the Government of India Secretariat. 893-94. 

Introduction of the examination for the lowest selection grade posts in 
the post office. 1167. 

Personal Assistant to the Army Secretary. 1194-95. 

Town inspectors of post offices in the Bengal, Bombay and United 
Provinces Postal Circles. 1166. 

Town Inspectors of post offices in the United Provinces and Bengal 
Postal Circles. 1166. 

Town inspectors of post offices in the United Provinces Postal Circle. 
1165-66. 

SIRHIND ICE FACTORY— 

Question re stoppage of the import of ice of the-in Ambala Canton¬ 

ment. 1117-18. 

SIRSA— 

‘ “i”! 0-4- 
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SITAMAKHI— 

Question re construction of a railway between Muzaffarpur and_ 

44, 55, 69. . 

SKEEN MEMOEANDUM— 

Question re — 

-on the military situation in India. 192-97. 

-regarding modernisation of the Army in India. 209. 

SLAVERY- - 

Question re — 

■ Abolition of——and human sacrifices in the Triangle and Nana 
. . country. 75. 

Abolition of —^— in the Triangle and Kachin Hills. 84. 

SLAVES— 

Question re liberation of --in India and its outlying tracts. 52. 

SNAKE-BITE— 

Question re death from-of Dafiatray Shivlal, a cabin man employed 

on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 642-43. 

SOLDIERS- 

Question re — 

Appropriation towards military expenditure of the savings due to the 
recent revision of the pay of officers and British-. 1299-1300. 

. Ratio of Indian to British-in (o) the field army, (6) covering troops, 

and (c) internal security troops. 478. 

SOLDIER CLERKS— 

Question re supersession by two-of several officiating first dmsion 

assistants in the office of the Master General of Supply. 1328-29, 

SONPUR DISTRICT- 

Question re mileage allowance of guards and assistant guards in the — 
Bengal and North-Western Railway. 338-39. 

SORTERS— 

Question re — 

Article in the Labour of January, 1928, entitled “ Sad plight of- 

during floods. ” 76. 

Grant of help to the widow and family of Mr. Ganpati Ayer, late head 
-, No. 8 Section, Railway Mail Service, Bangalore city. 106. 

.SORTING DIVISION, CALCUTTA— 

Question re discharge of 15 approved candidates of the old-1098 

x2 
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SOUTH ATRIOA- 
Question re — 

Employment in the Malay States for repatriated Indians from—- 
Trinidad, and other places. 282-83. 

Repatriation of Indians from-. 283-84. 

Retirement of the Right Honourable Srinivasa Sastri, P, C., from-. 

876. 

SOUTH AERICAH GOVERNMENT- 

Question re policy of the-regarding the purchase of railway materials. 

189. 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS - 
See “ Railway{8l ”. 

SOUTH INDIAN RAILWAY - 


See “ Railway(s) 
SPECIAL MAGISTRATE- 


Question re action of the-in the municipality of Peshawar in holding 

his Court in the evenings. 496. 

SPECIAL MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See‘' Bill(s)”. 

SPEECH— 

Question re— 

-delivered by Lord Burnham, regarding Indian markets for British 

goods. 205-07. 

-made by Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjea regarding the wagon 

purchase policy of the Indian State Railways. 261-62. 

SRIMAN6AL-MAULVI BAZAR EAILWAY- 
See " Railwayfs) 

STAFF SELECTION BOARD- 

Question re eijemption of the Railway Board from the rules governing 
recruitment of staff through the-. 916. o o 

STAiMP BRANCH— 


Que-stion re— 

Employment of men sanctioned for the-iji tLp . 

TOdi tie Conttoller of Printmg .od Statiomry 

Transfer of certain clerks from the Stationery branch u 

Central Stationery OJBce, 429. ^ - 
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STAMPS— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant, 1235. 

STANDING ADVISOEY COMMITTEES— 

Question re —— attached to Departments of Government. 82-83. 
STANDING COMMITTEE-- 

Election of the panel for the-for the Department of Commerce 

1390. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the-for the Department of Com¬ 

merce. 1231. 

STANDING OEDEES— 

Amendments to the-. 1416-19. 

STATEMENT— 

-by Mr. President re separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 

. • 219-24. 

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS— 

-by the Honourable Mr. J, Crerar, 348, 695, 1264, 

STATE EAILWAYS— 

/See “ Eailway(s) ”. 

STATESMAN— 

Question re letter in the —— of 3rd May, 1928, under the heading “ Ban- 
del-Barharwara Line. ” 80. 

STATION COMMITTEE(S)— 

Question re- -on State Eailways. 558. 

STATIONEKT— 

Question re loss incurred by Government on deteriorated-. 429*30. 

STATIONEEY BEANCH— 

Question re — 

Employment of men sanctioned for the Stamp branch in the --Under 

the Controller of Printing and Stationery. 115. 

Transfer of certain clerks from the-to the Stamp branch in the 

Central Stationery Office. 429. 

STATIONEEY OFFICE— 

Question re dismissal and subsequent reinstatement of t^wo assistants of 
the-. 1340. 

See also “ Central Stationery Office ”. 

STATION HOSPITALS— 

Question re employment of assistant surgeons with British medical quali¬ 
fications as medical officers of British-1069. 
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STATION ]HASTBE(S)- 

QuestioU re — 

Allegations against Eai SaMb Ralla Earn, retired -of Hardwar. 

Allotment to other staff of the Eastern Bengal Eailway at Lalmanirhat 
of the quarters built for Indian guards and --. 136-37. 

Appointment of Anglo-Indian guards to officiate as——at certain 
stations on the East Indian Eailway. 1316. 

Case of Mr. Nonitosb Mukherji, late a relieving —■— of the Howrah 
division, Bast Indian Eailway. 1175. 

Number of ■—— in classes IV, V, VI, VII and VHI on the North 
Western Eailway. 30, 

Pay of -and assistant —— on the East Indian Eailway. 1316. 

Pay of-of “G” class stations on the Bengal and North-Western 

Eailway. 1198-99. 

Pay of-of the five classes of stations on the Bengal and North- 

Western Eailway. 1323. 

Promotion to the higher grades of Indian-. 1174-76. 

-of Patna junction, East Indian Eailway. 1175. 

STATISTICAL OFFICEE, BASTEEN BENGAL EAILWAY-^' 

Question re recruitment of clerks by the-. 994. 

STATUTOEY COMMISSION— 

Question re— 

Article in India regarding the-. 1164, 

Effidence of Government servants before the-. 82. 

Supply to the Indian-of the Eeport of the Nehru Committee. 

1202 . 

Sec also “ Indian ^-”. 

STEAMEE FAEES— 

Question re— 

—-charged to Hnj pilgrims. 682. 

--- to Jeddah from different Indian ports, 23. 

STRAilEB SEPVICES— 
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STEEL CASTINGS— 

Question re — 

Quantity and value of-for railway rolling stock ordered for the 

Indian Railways during tke current year. 260. 

Tenders from the Kumardhubi Engineering works for_for railway 

rolling stock. 261. 

STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

STENOGRAPHER(S)— 

Question re — 

Increment of a-in the Foreign and Political Department. 1012. 

Proportion of-to officers in Attached Offices of the Government of 

India. 1011. 

Recruitment of-to the Government of India Secretariat and 

Attached Offices. 1010-11. 

Sikh-and reporters in the Government of India Secretariat. 520. 

STEWART, Mr. J. A.— 

Oath of Office. 167. 

Reseryation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1131-34. 1135. 

STORE DEPOT— 

Question re responsibility of gazetted officers in direct charge of each —— 
of the late Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway. 16-17. 

STORES— 

Question re freight rates charged on Revenue account for fuel,-, etc., 

on State-managed Railways. 1078. 

STORES BALANCE— 

Question re total amount of reduction in-for the qmnquennium ending 

March 31st, 1927. 182. 

STORES, CONTROLLERS OF— 

Question re employment of Sikhs as —— and assistant-on the North 

Western Railway. 885. 

STORES DEPARTMENT— 


See “ Indian 
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STEIKE(S)— 

Question re — 

Cause of the-at Lillooah on the East Indian Railway. i332-3S. 

Legislation to declare-illegal. 66.- 

Loss caused to the East Indian Railway by the-at Lillooah, Asausol 

and Ondal. 337. 

Number of --on the Railways during the last 12 months. 288-89. 

-at Bamangachi on the East Indian Railway. 412-13. 

-at the railway workshops at Lillooah. 275. 

STRIKERS- 


Question re — 

Alleged harassment by the District Magistrate of Burdwan and the 
police of the-at Asansol, East Indian Railway. 1170-71. 

Firing on railway-at Bamangachi. 11. 

Firing on-at Bamangaclii. 479. 


Penalising of-. 541. 

STUDENT(S)- 
Question re— 



Admission of Sikh-to the College of Mines in Dhanbad. 622. . 

Alleged interception of money sent to Mrs. Besant to pay the fees of 
poor- .90. 

Deportation of IVIr. Mehar Singh Rait, an Indian-from the United 

.States of America. 10-11. 


Grant of scholarships to Indian-for archseological training in 

Europe. 59. 

Number of applications received from-in Ajmer-Merwara dming 

the last tlrree years for scholanships to study agriculture, mining, 
engineering, etc. 1387. 

STUDENT ENGINEEE.S— 

Question rc employment of-on Railways. 881-82. 

STUDY LEAVE— 


Question re— 

Grant of-to Europe to ujiper subordinates in the Survey of India 

1187. 

Grant of-to Europe to upper subordinates of the Imperial Customs 

Service. 118G-87. 

Grant of——to Europe to upper .subordinates of the Indian Tclearanb 
Department. 1187. ^ ^ 

. Grant of —to Europe to upper .subordinates on the Indian .State 
Railways. 118G. 
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SU^-ASSISTANT- SURGEONS— 

Queatian re— 

Compulsory retirement of-deputed to Indian States in Rajijutana- 

493-94. 

Initial pay of-in Rajputana. 492-93. 

Period for AvLich.-hold charge of dispensaries in Delhi. 1053-54. 

SUB-JUDGE, AJMER- 

Question rerevisionof thepay of the -and the City Magistrate, Ajmer. 

324. 

SUB-POSTMASTERS— 

Question re house-rent allowances sanctioned for of offices conA’^erted 
into selection grade siib-offices. 879. 

SUB-WAY ‘INSPECTORS— 

Question re^ 

Pay of-on the North Western Railway. 611. 

Promotion of.——to permanent way inspectors on the North Western 
Railway. 611-12. 

■ subordinate ACCOUNTS SERVICES- 
Question re— 

Number of men entertained by the Accountant General, Central Reve¬ 
nues, during the last three years as pj-obationers against posts m 
the - - . 1193. 

Recruitment of a clerk of the- -for the Establishment Section of 

the Master General of Supply. 1191 ■ 

SUBORDINATE SERIUCES— 

Question re revised pension rules for the-. 35- 

SUBORDINATE STAEE— 

Question « pay of the —of the offlee of the Chief Auditor, Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 1061. 

SUBORDINATES— 

Question re new leave rules for-on Railways. 1061. 

SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE— 

Question re increase in the- - of ta.sk work peons in the Telegraph 
Department. 500. 

SUCCESSION (AhlENDMENT) BILL- 

jSee “ Indian-” under “ Bill(.s) 

SUCCESSION iSECOND AMENDMENT) BILL- 

iSee “ Indian-” under “ Bill(s) 
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SUGAR- 

Question re reduction oi the railway freights on-, hura, jaggery and 

shalhir. 1078-79. 


SUGAR INDUSTRY— 

Question re sa\dng of the-from extinction in India. 991. 


SUHRAWARDT, Dr. A.- 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 763-66. 

Question re — 

Educational qualifications necessary for assistant accounts officers. 
1192-93. 

Examination for appointments as clerks in‘the office of the Accountant 
General, Central Revenues, Delhi. 1193. 

Inadequate representation of Muslims in the office of the Accountant. 
General, Central Revenues, Delhi. 1194. 

jN umber of Muslim and non-Muslim assistant accounts officers, senior 
acrountants and accountants, etc., in the office of the Accountant 
General, Central Revenues, Delhi. 1192. 

Preferential treatment to candidates for civil employ on the score of 
war services. 1193. 

Safeguarding of the interests of minority communities in Civil Audit 
and Accounts offices. 1192. 

Total number of men entertained by the Accountant General,. Central 
Revenues, during the last three years as probationers against posts 
in tlie Subordmate Accoimts Service. 1193. 

Resolution rc pay of Judges of the High Courts. 582. 

SUICIDE- 


Question re-of Ambika Charan Khan, a detenu. 73. 

SULPHUR SPRINGS— 

Question rc-and medicinal natural waters in India or Burma. 69. 

SUMMER HEADQUARTERS— 

Question rc-^and winter headquarters of the British Trade Areut nt 

Gartok. 285-8G. ^ 


Slk^IMER HILL QUARTERS- 

Qnestion rc total amount of coal used for hot water for haths of Honourt 

tail mng tlK 
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SUOTIAYS— 

. Quastion re payment of compensation to telegraphists and telegraph 
delivery peons for extra work on-and holidays. 1051. 

SUNDAY WORK— 

Question re extra pay for-and holiday work for postal officials. 80. 

SVNmSE- 

Question re publication of an attack on Hindus by the Muhammadan 
Ahmadi paper-. 913. 

SUPERANNUATION LIST— 

Question re number of officials in the General Post Office, Bombay on 
the--. 878. / 

superintendents— 

Question re number of Sikhs-and assistants in the Government of 

India Secretariat and Attached Offices. b22~23. 

superintendents OE post OEFICES— 

Question re—A 

Annual iricrhinents of-. 217,218. 

Appointment of Muhammadans as-in the Bombay Circle. 272- 

73. 

Appointment of Muslims as probationary—— . 213. 

Appointment of Mussalmans as probationary-. 176-77. 

Counting towards increments of officiating services of-. 218. 

Daily allowances of-. 218. 

Deputation of Mr. A. J. Gonet, a-to work in the place of the Chief 

Superintendent of the Office of the Director General of Posits and 
Telegraphs. 1335-3G. 

Dismissal of a head clerk in an office of a-. 891. 

Effect of the revision of the pay of -. 217-18. 

Employment of Sikhs as probationary-. 626-27. 

Excessive number of Muhammadan ——■ in Bihar and Orissa. 218-19. 

Free quarters, free conveyance, etc., for —- . 217, 218. 

Inadequacy of the pay and prospects of-. 21G, 218. 

Location of the office of the ——, Chittagong dhnsion. 683. 

Names and nationalities of probationary-in the BOiar and Orissa 

Postal Circle. 218. 

Number of Hindus and Moslems employed as-, postmasters and 

clerks in all the post offices in Siiid. 330. 

Revision of the pay of-. 216-17,218. 
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SUPEEINTEmOENT OF THE CENTEAL STATIOHEEY OFFICE-' 

Question re alleged lugii-handedness of the-. 121. 

SUPEEINTENDENT’S HEAD CLEEKS— 

Question re departmental examination for inspectors and-in the 

Postal Department. 107-08. 

SUPEEIOE PUBLIC SEEVICES— 

Question re appointment of Indian Christians to the-. 322. 

SUPEEIOE EEVBNUE ESTABLISHMENT— 

Question re representation of Sikhs in the Indian Eailwaj Service of 

Engineers and the Traffic Department of the-of State Eail-ways, 

522. 

SUPEEIOE SEEVICES— 

Question re appointments made to certain-by n'omination since the 

institution of competitive examinations in India. 321-22. 

SUPEENUMEEAEY HANDS— 

Question re absorption in the permanent establishment of-on the 

East Indian Eailway. 1313. 

SUPEE-TAX— 

Question re— 

Assessment of non-Indian shipping companies to-. lf)82-83. .• 

Withdrawal of the concession granted in 1922 to branch line railway 
companies of treating-as wmridng expenses. 286-88. 

SUEAIYA JAH, Mirza— 

Que-stion re estate of-, a member of tlie ex-Royal Family of Delhi. 

63-65. 

SUEGEONS-GENERAL— 

Question re -and Inspectors General of Civil Hospitals. 90L 

SURVEY OF INDIA— 

Question re — 

Appointment of probationary upper subordinates in the-. 882- 

83. 

Employment of Sikhs as Extra Assistant Commissioners in tliC'- 

883. 

Emplo}'ment of Sikhs in the—— . 521. 

Grant of .sf udy leave to Europe to upper subordinates in the_ 

1187. 

SUPvAHYB— 

Qm-.^tion re total amnnffi. debited to the Capital Account on account of 
expembture on-of new lines forming part of a State-worked 
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SURVEY WORK— 

Question re number of Indian officers appointed to the Archasological 
Suivej of India mthout first undergoing training in—^— 1276- 

77. 

SWlhlMlNG BATHS— 


Question re provision of two-for the European and Anglo-Indian 

employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway at Taksey and Saidpur 
140. 

SYLHET— 

Question re amalgamation of the districts of-and Cachar with Bengal 

1300-01. 


TALAMANCHI— 


T 


Question re construction of waiting sheds at Singarayakonda, Tettu,- 

and Kodavalur stations on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway. 1278. 

TANK CORPS— 


See Royal^Tank Corps ”. 

TARIFF f(AMEM)hiENT) BILL— 

. ' ” See ” Indian-” under “ Bill(s) ”. 


TARIFF BOARD— 


Question re — 

Expenditure incurred on the enquiry by the-into the question of 

the grant of protection to the oil industry. 1311. 

Publication of the report of the-on the oil industry. 481-82. 

Reports of the-on the match industry and the oil industry. 268-69■ 


TATANAGAR— 

Question re number of underframes to be manufactured at the 
Peninsular Locomotive works at-during 1928-29. 260. 

TEAS— 

Question re prevention of the import into India of imitation --. 104. 

TEA SWEEPINGS- 

Question re nontrol and regulation of the sale of-. 1304. 

TEA -^HINDORS— 

Question re-at stations in the Moradabad dimsion of the East Indian 

Railway. 624. 
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TEACHERS— 

Question re — 

Improvement of tlie pay and prospects of-in Government scliools 

in Ajmer-Merwara. 425-26. 

Pay of the headmasters and-^of Indian high or middle schools 

maintained by the East Indian Railway. 542. 

State Railway schools and pay of-employed in them. 1204-05. 

TECHNICAL AND NON-TECHNICAL SERVICES— 

Question re Indianization of the higher grades of the-of the Port 

Commissioners, Calcutta. 69. 

TECHNICAL AND SCIENTIFIC DEPARTMENTS— 

Question re recrm’timent of apprentices and scholars for training in ——■ . 
1277-78. 

TECHNICAL PAY— 

Question re grant of-to Indian officers of the Madras and Southern 

Mahratta Railway. 1177. 

TECHNICAL SCHOOL- 

Question re opening of a-in connection vith the Assam Bengal 

Railway at Chittagong. 997. 

TECHNICAL SCHOOL, JAhlALPUR— 

Question re grant of preference to students of the Oakgrove School in 
the selection of apprentices for the-. 416-17. 

TELEGRAhl— 

QiLstion re receipt by telegraph peons of payment for more than one 
-dehvered at one address. 397. 

TELEGRAPH DELIVERY MESSENGERS- 

Question re grant of overtime to ——. 1100. 

TELEGRAPH DELRTSRY PEONS— 

Question re payment of compensation to telegraphists and-for extra 

work on Sundays and holidays. 1051. 

TELEGRAPH DBPARThlENT— 

Question re— 

Daily paid men in the Stoics btunch of the-. 501-02. 

Delivery peons of the-. OOO-Ol. 

Incre.ase in the subsistence allowance of task work peons in the_. 

Number of Indians in the first di%d.sion of the Traffic Branch, in the 
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TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — contd. 

Number of men reverted from tbe Experimental Wireless branch to 
the Traffic branch of the-. 398-99. 

Recruitment of Indians to the general service in the-. 397-98. 

Stoppage of recruitment to the general service of the-from the 

Coonoor and Lovedale Schools, etc. 109. 

/See also “ Indian- 

TELEGRAPH hIBSSENGERS— 

Question re grant of invalid pensions to postmen and-. 1100. 

TELEGRAPH OFFICE— 

Question re— 

Carriage of luggage of officers and clerks of the Government-, Simla 

and Delhi. 1080. 

Grant of house-rent to station service men of the-. 997-98. 

Number of telegraphists nominated to the Testing branch in the Bombaj^ 
Central-to learn testing, etc. 648. 

. TELEGRAPH OFFICE, SIMLA— 

Question re grant of joining time to members of the-during the move 

between Simla and Delhi. 1267-68. 

TELEGRAPH PEONS— 

Question re— 

Receipt by-of payment for more than one telegram delivered at 

one address. 397. 

Supply of waterproofs to postmen and-. 52. 

TELEGRAPHIC CONNECTION— 

Question re-between Noakhah and Hatiya and the Sandwip Islands. 

689. 

TELEGRAPHIST— 

Question re— 

Number of-nominated to the Testing branch in the Bombay 

Central Telegraph Office to learn testing, etc. 548. 

Opening of a school for training——in Burma. 998. 

Payment of compensation to-and telegraph delivery peons for 

extra work on Sundays and holidays. 1051. 

Termination of the contract with certain Anglo-Indian schools for 
training —■— . 399. 

TELEGUS— 

Question re adequate representation of-in the Audit Office of the 

Vizagapatam Harbour Construcuon. 118. 
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TELEPHONE OPEEATORS— 

Question rc service conditions of —— . 75. 

TELEPHONE PROBATIONERS— 

Question re grievances of tlie-in Qie Patna division. 125-2(5, 

TEMPLBS- 

Question re expenditure on tlie jnaintenance of-and mosques f(U- 

Indian troops and civil officers. 1282-83. 

tejmpoeary engineers— 

Question re - -on State Raihvay,s. 893. 

TENALI— 

Question re construction o^ overbridges or miderbridges at tlie level 

cm^sizigs (JantuT, - Ne}hre ststhss on the Madras and 

Soutbern Maliratta Railway. 1278. ' . ' 

TENDERS— 

Question rc -from the Kum;rrdlmbi Engmeering works for steel 

castings for railway rolling stock. 261. 

TERRELL, The Honourable Me. Justice C0URTNE3"— 

Question re — 

Remarks made by-, Chief .Justice of the High Court, Patna, in 

Criminal Appeal No. 23 of 1928. 327-29. 

Remarks made by-, Chief Justice of the Patna High Court, against 

Babu Jagat Narayan Lall, M.A., LL.B., M.L.C. 1176-77. 

TERRITORLAL FORCE— 

Nre “Indian-”. 

TETTU— 


Question re construction of waiting sheds at Singarayakonda,-, Tala- 

raanchi and Kodavalur stations on the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway. 1278. 

THANESAR^ 

Question re railway line between-and Jagadhri. 913. 

THAWE— 


Question rc construction of a railway from Mashrak to-. 43-44. 

THIRD CLASS COMPARTMENTS- 


Question re— 


Atlaclnncnt of-for female passengers close to tlie engine on the 

East Tndian and Eastern Bengal Railways, 411-15. 

Doors of intonuedmto and-. on the metre t'auge and broad "auae 

railway.s. 41.5. ' ° ^ 


Lnyaloiie--. in the-anu intenncdir 

Knfi:.a.8itn!n Railway. y20v2J. 


cunipiirnnents 
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fRIKD CLASS PASSENGERS— 

Question re — 

Conveniences for ■ at the proposed Central railway station in 
Bombay. 1084-85. 

Eree luggage aUowance granted to adult—-on the South African 
Railways. 189. 

Railway earnings from-during certain specified periods. 273. 

Unbooked luggage of-. 23. 

THIRD CLASS WAITING HALL— 

Question re suitability of the position assigned to the-in the proposed 

; 'Central railway station in Bombay. 1085. 

TICKET COLLEGTOR(S)—’ 

Question re — 

Classification of ^ards, engine drivers and-on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 509-11. 

Pay of ” A ’’ class-^^.'on the East Indian Railway. 1171-72. 

Reduction of a —~ at Patna junction, East Indian Railway. 1172. 

Travelhng-and crewmen on the East Indian Railway. 71. 

TICKET INSPECTORS— 

Question re grant of mileage allowance to the travelling-of the 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 139. 

TICKET PRINTING STAEF— 

Question re present scale of pay of the-attached to the office of the 

Chief Auditor, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1059-60. 

TDIE RECORDER ATTENDANTS— 

Question re classification of-and seal checkers as menials on the 

Bengal Nagpur Railway. 653. 

TIME TABLES— 

Question re issue of monthly-by the Eastern Bengal and the East 

Indian Railu'ays. 507. 

TIME TEST— 

Question re -of the dead letter office. 72. 

IlMBB OF INDIA— 

Motion for Adjournment re attack on the President of the Legislative 
Assembly by the-. 149-54. 

Question re — 

Amount of money paid by the Railway Pubhcity Department to the 
-in respect of the printing of the Indian States Railway Magazine. 


M176LA 
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TIMES OF INDIA—contd. ' 

Question, re— contd. 

Article in. tlie-regarding the founder of Islam. 636. 

Article in the -— regarding the recent tour of the President of the 
Legislative Assembly. 618-19, 

Leader in the -regarding tours of the President of the Legislative 

Assembly. 505-06. 

TOK KYI, U.— 

Public Safety (Removal from India) Bill— 

Motions to consider, circulate and refer to Select Committee. 841. 
Question re — 

Export duty on rice, 983. 

Grant of house rent to station service men of the Telegraph Office. 
997-98. 

Memorial or Maung Ba Obn, late Inspector of Income-tax, Bazar 
Circle, Rangoon. 1077. 

Opening of a school for training telegraphists in Burma. 998, 

Reversion of wireless operator B. C, Dey, Rangoon, to the Traffic 
branch. 997. 

Question (Supplementary) re pubhcation of the Report of the Tariff 
Board on the Oil Industry. 481-82. 

Reservation of the Coastal Traffic of India Bill— 
iilotion to refer to Select Committee. 1134-37. 

TOUR(S)— 

Question re — 

Article in the Times of India regarding the recent-of the President 

of the Legislative Assembly. 618-19. 

Leader in the Times of India regarding-of the President of the 

Legislative Assembly, 505-06. 

-of the President of the Legislative Assembly. 1087. 

TOUR PROGRAMMES— 

Que.stion re publication of the-of Income-tax Officers in Sind. 199- 

200 . 

TOURISTS’ CARS— 

Question rc— 

Cli.argcs for-on the different nailnmys. 507. 

Provi.Mon of third class-for pilgrims and niamage parties on all 

Tuihvay,-. 
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TOUR INSPECTORS OE POST OFFICES_ 

Question ve — 

Revision of the pay of-. 1181. 

-in Calcutta. 920, 

-in the Bengal, Bombay and United Provinces Postal Circles. 

1166. 

-in the United Provinces and Bengal Postal Circles. 1166. 

-in the United Provinces Postal Circle. 1165-66. 

■TRADE AGENT— 

Question re— 

Pay of the British-of Gartok and his stafi, 284-85. 

Removal of the winter headquarters of the British-at Gartok 

from Simla to Almora or Naini Tal, 286. 

Summer and winter headquarters of the British- at Gartok. 

285-86. 

•TRADE COmiSSIONERS— 

Question re appointment of Indians as-abroad. 1083. 

TRADE DISPUTES— 

Question re number of working days involved and number of men 

involved in each of the-on each of the State Railways since 1925. 

1204. 

TRADE DISPUTES BILL— 

Gee “ Bill{s) 

TRADE UNIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

Gee “ Indian-” under “ Bill(s) ”. 

TRAFFIC BRANCH— 

Question re reversion of 'wireless operator B. C. Dey, Rangoon, to the 
-. 997. 

TRAFFIC DEPARTAIENT— 

Question re representation of Silchs in the Indian Railway Service of 

Engineers and the-of the Superior Revenue Establishment 

of State Railways. 522. 

TRAFFIC IN WOMEN AND CHILDREN— 


y2 


Question re introduction of legislation to restrict the 
-91. 


81. 
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TEAPFIG INSPECTOES— 

Question re — 

Number of Indian-recruited since 1924 by the various State 

Eailways. 144. 

Number of-on tbe North Western Eaihvay drawing Es.- 320‘to 

Es. 500 per mensem. 29. 

TEAFFIC INSPECTOES (TEANSPOETATION BEANCH)— . 

Question re number of Silchs employed as - on the North Western 

Eailway. 885. 

TEAFFIC i\IANAGEE, hlADEAS AND SOUTHEEN MAHEATTA EAlt- 
WAY- 

Question re conviction of the Acting-of a criminal offence. 344. 

TEAFFIC SUPEEINTENDENTS— 

Question re probationary Assistant-•. on the Burma Eailways. ’ 537-38. 

TEAIN(S)- 

Question rc— - • '' 

Fitting of-running at night with electric search-hghts. 1095. 

Profusion of complaint boohs in first and second class carriages of aU 

-. 20 , 

Pro\’ision of fruit vans and refrigerators on all fast-. 275. 

Eunning of another express-from Bombay to Delhi. 56. 

- without vacuum brakes on the Bengal and North-Western Eail¬ 
way. 1197. 

TEAINS CLEEK— 

Question rc alleged trespass into the house of one Eoy, a_at hul- 

chari, on the Eastern Bengal Eailway. 133. 

TEAINING SCTIOOL(S)— 

Question rc— 

Abolition of the existing-at TE)vedale and Coonoor. 1064. 

Establishment in Sind of a-for subordinates of the North Western 

Eailway. 29 . 

Extcn-siou of time for the termination of the agreements A\-ith the-at 

Lovedale and Coonoor. 10G4. 

TEATNING SHIP— 

Question renumber of cadets undergoing training on the_“Duflerin ” 

TBAMNVAYS— 

Qiu rc the Delhi 


, 83 . 
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TRANSFER— 

Question re — 

Powers of appointment,-and punishment of subordinates vested 

in the town inspectors of post offices. 1112. 

Powers of appointment,-and punishment of subordinates vested 

in the town inspectors of post offices in Madras. 1105. 

„ TRANSFER OF PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

' See “ BiU(s) ”, 

-^.JRANSFER OF PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) SUPPLEMENTARY BILL— 

‘"’a..S ee “BiU(s)”. 

. TRANSPORTATION AND COSIMERCIAL DEPARTMENTS— 

Question re term of probation for the training course of probationers 

S’C' ■ ; • appointed to the-of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1059. 

TRANSPORTATION INSPECTOR(S)— 

^ fa . ~ 

Question re — 

Number of-, commercial -'inspectors, etc,, on the East Indian 

Railway. 1173-74. 

Promotion of Mr. Holder to the post of-on the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 134. 

Time scale of pay for the nine-of the old Oudh and Rohilkhand 

Railway transferred to the East Indian Railway. 538. 

; TRAVANCORE— 

Question re percentage of educated women in--and Cochin. 276; 

TRAVEL— 

Question re description by Sir Charles Innes of-on the Indian Rail¬ 
ways as the cheapest-in the world. 188-89. 

TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE— 

Question re — 

Grant of family-to duftaries during the moves of the Government 

of India between Simla and Delhi. 339, 

Pajunent of hhatta and-to witnesses summoned before Income tax 

Officers. 200. 

-of cavalry and infantry officers of the Army in India Reserve of 

Officers. 1081-82. 

- of officers of University Training Corps. 909-10. 

TRAVELLING TICKET COLLECTORS— 

Question re -and crewmen on the East Indian Railway, 71, 
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TBAYELLING TICKET INSPECTOES— 

Question re — 

Appeal made by tbe-of the East Indian Eailway to tbe Divisional 

Superintendent, Crews, Dinapur. 1057-58. 

Employment on lower salaries in tlie crew system of-of tbe East 

Indian Eailway. 1068. 

Expenditure incurred b}'’ the East Indian Eailway on tbe Crew Depart¬ 
ment and-. 1316. 

Grant of mileage allowance to tbe-of tbe Eastern. Bengal Eailway. 

139. 

Number of-in tbe East Indian Eailway before and after tbe intro¬ 

duction of tbe crew system, etc. 1055-56. 

Pay of-on tbe East Indian Eailway. 1057. 

Promotion of-to crewmen, crewmen-in-cbarge and assistant crew 

inspectors. 1056. 

Provision of quarters for tbe-of tbe Eastern Bengal Eailway. 140,-; vi 

Eepresentation of tbe-of tbe Dinapur division of tbe East liwjjan 

Eailway. 1317. '■ 

Transfer of-to inferior positions in tbe Crew department of tbe 

East Indian Eailway, 1316-17. . . ' 

Transfer of-of tbe Crew department of tbe East Indian Eailway. 

1318. 

TEEASUEY BILLS- 

Question re issue of-witliin tliree weeks of tbe Government of India 

loan being fully subscribed. 999-1002. 

TEEATIES— 

Question re dictum of Mr. Justice Madgaonkar of tbe Bombay High 
Court in tbe case of Emperor v. Jagardeo regarding tbe binding 
nature of-, 484. 

TREES— 

Question re crediting to the Government and not to the Cantonment 

Fund of income from felled-of “ A ” class land in cantonments. 

1003-C4. 

TRESP.VSS- 

Que.stion re alleged-into tbe bouse of one Roy, a trains clerk at 

Fulcliari on the Eastern Bengal Eailway. 138. 

TRIANGLE- 
Queslion rc— 

Aholition of slavery and human sacrifices in tbe --and Naga country. 

“3. 

AlnPtjQti of slavery in tbe 


and tbe Kacbin Hills, 84. 
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TRINIDAD-- 

Question re employment in tlie Malay States for repatriated Indians from 
South Africa,-, and other places. 282-83, 

TRbOPS— 

Question re — 

Number of Indian and British internal security-. 477-78. , 

Ratio of Indian to British soldiers in (a) the field aimy, (6) covering-, 

and (c) internal security-. 478. 

TUBERCULOSIS— 

Question re— 

Increase of-in India. 4 7. 

-in Delhi. 400-01. 


TYPISTS— 


Question re crossing of the efficiency bar in the 2nd Division by despatchers 
and-in the Army Department. 148. 


i^'^TBOOKED LUGGAGE— 

Question re -^ of third class passengers. 23. 

JUNDERFRAMES— 

Question re number of-to be manufactured at the Peninsular Loco¬ 
motive works at Tatanagar during 1928-29. 260. 

UNIFORMS— 

Question re rules governing the issue of-, free passes, etc., to the staff 

on the various State Railways. 559, 


UNION(S)— 

Question re— 

Ignoring by the authorities of the East Indian Railway of representations 
made by the-about the grievances of the staff. 1312. 

Issue of passes to the officers and workers of the East Indian Railway-. 

1168. 

Recognition by the Agent of the East Indian Railway, --• 1167- 

68 . 

Recognition by the Agent of the North Western Railway of the General 
Workers’ --, North Western Railway. 896-97. 

Recognition of Railway-. 62, 560. 

Recognition of the-of railway employees by the Agents of Railways. 

33.5-36, 1311. 

Recognition of the 
bay. 610. 


of seamen of the Royal Indian Marine in Bom' 
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IJMON (S j— contd. 

Question re — confd. 

Refusal of permission by tbe Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way to the Workers’-to afhs notices about the organisation of the 

-on the premises of the station. 1090. 

Refusal of the Agent to grant card passes to the office-bearers of the 
East Indian Railway-at Moradabad. 692-93. 

Withdrawal of recognition from Railway-• 659. 

UNITED PROVINCES- 

Question re issue of service rifles to the University Training Corps in the 
-. 987-89. 

A' 

UNITED PROVINCES POSTAL 0IRCLE-- 

Question re town inspectors of post offices in the-. 1165-66. 

UNITED STATES OP AMERICA— 

Question re~ 

Deportation of hlr. Mehar Singh Rait, an Indian student, from the — 
10-11. 

Deputation of the Chief Publicity Officer of the State Railways to the 
-. 1086-86. 

Naturalisation of Indians in the-. 679-80. 

UNDTSRSITY TRAINING CORPS— 

Question re — 

Abolition of dual commissions in the case of officers of the-. 986. 

Extra messing allowance to non-commissioned officers and men of 
the-. 985-86. 

Issue of ser^nce rifles to the-in the United ProAunces. 987-89. 

Outfit, maintenance and travelling allowances of officers of-. 

909-10. 

Payments to officers of-for periods spent in camp or at any authoris¬ 

ed course of instruction. 985. 

UNTOUCTTAELE CLASSES— 

Queslion rc depressed and-in India. 1-4.' 

UKTOUCIIABLES— 

Question rc — 

Lducatinn of flic-and other depressed classes. 1279 . 

Populnf ion of-in India. 899-900. 
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jfc ^ ' 

UPPER SUBORDINATES— 

Question re appointment of probationary — 

882-83. 


in the Survey of-India. 


VACCINATOR— 


V 


Question re female assistant to the lady-in the Pilgrim Department, 

Bombay. 272. 

VACUUM BRAKES— 

Question re trains rvithout-on the Bengal and North-Western Rail¬ 

way. 1197.. 

VACUUM BRAKESHOP— 

Question re alleged assault by the Foreman of th^,-on Mohammad 

Hussain, a workman of the Carriage and Wagon shops at Moghul- 
puxa. 337. 

VAKILS— 

Question re continuance of the remission of ternis allowed by the Inns of 
Court to-of Indian High Courts to qualify as barristers. 145. 

VALUABLE FUNDS— 

Question re presentation of-made at Mohenjo-daro to the British 

Museum. 27. 

VAN ASP ATI GHEE— 

Question re vegetable or-. 424-25 

VASTA, Mb.— 

Question re qualifications of-appointed to the Railway Clearing 

Accounts Office, Delhi. 1289. 

VEGETABLE GHEE— 

Question re — 

Import of-. 57. 

Prohibition of the import of-. 45. 

Prohibition of the sale of-. 990. 

Use of-to adulterate pure ghee. 70. 

VEHICLES— 

Question re number of-condemned but not yet replaced on the North 

Western Railway. 185. 

VENDORS— 

Question re — 

Discharge of certain-employed at Moradabad on the East Indian 

Railway. 624. 

Rules regulating the appointment, working and dismissal of- 

employed at railway stations. 623-24. 

Tea-at stations in the Moradabad division of the East Indian Rail¬ 

way. 624. 



334 


INDEX TO legislative ASSEjtBLY DEBATM. 

VjEmCULAKS- ■ . V 

Question re printing of railway rules and regula^ons in the-. 35, 

7ICE-PEESIDENT' CANTONMENT BOAKD, ABBOTTABAD— 

Question re election of the-. 1004. 

^^CBREGAL LODGE— 

■ Question re motor service maintained in Delhi for the conveyance of files' 
from New Delhi to-. 132-33. ■ • ^ t 

VICEROY, HIS EXCELLENCY. THE— ' 

. Question re deputation of the Indian Police Ai^sociation to —=-. 43, 
209. . 

'IHCTORIA HOSPITAL, AJiAIER— ..... 

Question re the new-. 427. '• , ' - • ■ 

YIDIARTHE, Mr. K. C.— ' ' ' ' 

Question re articles written by-, Manager of the Bharat Insurance 

Company, on behalf of the Assistant Director, Railway Clearing 
Accounts. 1286. 

» 

p 

VIRAhlGAIBr— 

Question re collection of customs revenue at-. 504-05. 

VISHUNDAS BAGAI— ' 

Question re suicide of-, a Hindu art dealer of San Erancisco. 10. 

“ VIZAGAPATAM 
Question rc— 

Alleged insulting behaviour of European officers and engineers towards 
Indians working on the dredger — . 119, 

Appointment of Chief Engineer on the suction dredger-. il8t 

19. 

Hours of rest of the staff of the suction dredger-. 118. 

Number of hours of actual dredging done by the suction dredger-, 

etc. 119-20. 

VIZAGAPATAM HARBODR— 

Qiu-.stion rc — 

Adf'Ciuate representation of Telegus in tlie Audit Office of the --Cons¬ 

truction. 118. 
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WADI BUNDER—" 


W 


Question re — ■ 

•> 

Admission of tlie public to the shed offices at-, Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 546. 

Chief Goods Inspector at-, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, 

547. 

Discharge of five men employed at-, Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 

way. 5l4. 

Discharge of temporary clerks employed at—— , Great Indian Penin¬ 
sula Rail'^y. 543-44. 

Distinction in the rates of pay of clerks employed at-, Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 544-45. 

Loading of wagons at-,'jGreat Indian Peninsula Railway. 547. 

Offering of permanenUemploymeht to paid candidates working at ■ , 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 544. 

Pay of the stafi employed at-, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, 

545-46. 

Promotion of paid candidates working at-, Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 544.’ 


WAGES— 

Question re — 

Deductions'from the - 
Deduction of-. 61-62 


of workers. 334. 


of employees on the 


Infliction of fines on and deductions from the 
State Railways. 555. 

Introduction of legislation for the prompt payment of - 
MinirrmTn - of each class of workers on the State Railways. 


62. 

552. 


Number of days elapsing between the conclusion of the period of work 

and the actual payment of -on each of the State Railways. 

564. 


Prompt payment of 
Regulation of the- 


334. 


and allowances of railway employees. _ 552. 


—— of railway employees. 552. 

WAGES BILT^ 

Question rc monthly-of the staff employed in each of ^ent 

grades of different classes of employees on each of the btate Itail- 

ways. 553. 
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WAGES BOAED— / ^ 

Question re constitution of a Central-•, etc, 559, 

WAGON PURCHASE POLICY— 

Question re speech made by Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjea regarding the 
-of the Indian State Railways. 261-62, 

WAGONS- 
Question re — 

Loading of-at Wadi Bunder, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

547. 

Number of-and coaches on the Bengal Nagpur Railway aw’aitmg 

renewal on the 31st March, 1927. 187-88. 

Number of-of differe'ht types ordered for the railways since the ter¬ 
mination of the bounty system. 262-64. - -. • > 


WAITING ACCOmiODATION— - . 

Question re prordsion of a raised platform and suitable-at Mugma on 

the East Indian Railway. 565, 

WAITING ROOM(S)— 

Question re — 

Provision of a platform and-at Earidpur, Eastefn Bengal Rail¬ 

way. 87-88. 

Provision of a-at Serajganj Ghat station on the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 17-18. 

Separate-for first and second class European passengers at Hard- 

war. 48. 

-for first and second passengers at stations on the Sind section of the 

North-Western Railway. 28. 

-for intermediate class passengers at stations on the Sind section of 

the North Western Railway. 27-28. 

WAITING SHEDS— 

Question rr construction of-at Singarayahunda, Tettu, Talamanchi 

and Kodavalur stations on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Rail- 
vay. 1278. 

WAR- 

Qiioi^tion rr (‘ounting towards pension, promotion, etc., of service rendered 
under the Provincial Governments by officer.s who volunteered for ser¬ 
vice in the Indian Jlcdical Service during the-. 620-21. 

WAR-HKTCTENJH) candidates— 

Qu---Mi.,n tr pr. fer-mtial treatment for 
niidi.r Government. 81. 




in the matter of appointments 
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WAR SERVICES— 

Question ra preferential treatment to candidates for civil employ on the 
score of-.1193. " t’ 

WATER— 

Question re average cost of pumping -and the average daily volume 

of the output of-in Delhi. 404. 

WATERPROOFS— 

Question re supply of-to postmen and telegraph peons. 52. 

WATER SUPPLY— 

Question re— 

Contamination of the-of Delhi city. 405. 

provision of-drainage and-to the Western Extension of Delhi city 

known as Karaul Bagh. 401-02. 

-- at railway stations. 626. 

' -of Delhi city. 403-04. 

WATERWORKS— 

Question re —— for Kasauli. 508. 

WEBB, Mr. M.—■ 

Apology to the Chair and the House by Sir James Simpson. 1389. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

WEEK— 

Question re editorial note “ Railways in South Africa and in India ” in 
the-of May 10th, 1928. 190. ~ 

WEEK-END RETURN TICKETS— 

Question re issue of-by the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 

549-50. 

WEEK-END TICKETS— 

Question re issue of-at reduced rates on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

1096. 

WEEKLY MAIL AIR SERVICE— 

Question re -from London to India. 210. 

WEEKLY REST DAY— 

Question re— 

Grant of a-- to the staff of Railways. 1312. 

Grant of a-to the staff of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, 

512-13. 

Hours of work and-for railway employees. 333-34. 

Hours of work and-of railway employees. 57-59. 

, -for the staff of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 66. 
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™GHT(S)--.^ 

Question -re introduction of a uniform measure of-. 914. 

i\TDOW(S)— 

' -Question re — 

Grant of the-and family of Mr. Ganpati Ayer, late head 

sorter, No. 8 Section, Railway Mail Service, Bangalore city. 106. 

Provision for orphans and-of Government servants other than mem¬ 

bers of the Indian Civil Service. 535-36. 

iVILLTAM, Cor.oxEL— 

Question to alleged insult to a shop-keeper by-, Health Officer, Ambala. 

1116-17. 

WINTER HEADQUARTERS— 

Question rc — 

Removal of the-of the British Trade Agent at Gartok .from Simla 

to Almora or Naini Tab 286. 

Summer and-of the British Trade Agent at Gartok. 285-86, 

WIRELESS BEAM MERGER^ 

Resolution re the cable and -. 224-50. 

WIRELESS BRANCH— 

Que-stion re — 

Location of the-in the same building as other branches of the office 

of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 314-15. 

Location of the-of the office of the Director General of Posts and 

Telegraphs in Delhi, etc. 313-14. 

In umber of men reverted from the experimental-to the Traffic branch 

of the Telegraph Department. 398-99. 

Promotion of a second division clerk of the- to the first division. 

1007-08. 

WIRELESS DmsiON.U. OEEICES— 

Question rc, representation of Muslims in the-, etc. 315. 

WIBF.LESS OPERATOR(S)~ 

QiK'Mion rc — 

Revei-sioii of-B. C. Dcy, Rangoon, to the Trafiic branch. 997. 

Trainint; of Indians a.s-. 399-100. 

Tr.iiniti.r of maiinp-, 75 . 

telk(4rapii~ 

tha-.tvin of Sikhs ill the office of the Director, 


Simla. 
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WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY— 

Question re training of Indians in marine-. 1085;,f. ‘ 

WITNESSES— 

& 

Question re payment of hJicUlu and travelling allowances to-summoned 

before Income-tax Officers. 200. * ^ 

WOMEN— 

Question re — 

Age of Hindu married-. 92. 

Introduction of legislation to restrict the traffic in-and children. 

81. 

Nomination of-as members of Provincial Legislative Councils. 79. 

Percentage of educated-in Travancore and Cochin. 276. 

Prohibition of the employment of-underground. 61. 

Traffic in-and children. 91. 

Resolution re education of girls and-in the territories administered 

by the Central Government. 694-602, 1012-50. 

WOMEN CLERKS— 

Question re employment of-in post offices. 63. 

'V^OOD FUEL— 

Question re contract relating to the supply of-to the Rohilkhand and 

Kumaon Railway. 1161. 

WOOD, Me.— 

Question rp— 

Period spent in the hills in summer on inspection of railway out-agencies 
by-, Chief Auditor of the North Western Railway. 1305-06. 

Promotion of - to officiate as an Assistant Traffic Superintendent, 

Katihar, on the Eastern Bengal Rahway. 133-34. 

Time spent on the inspection of out-agencies in the hills by-, Chief 

Auditor of the North Western Railway. 892. 

“ WORCESTER 
' Question re — 

Admission of cadets of the “ Dufierin ” to the training ships “ Conway ” 
and-. 906. 

Training of cadets on the traimng ships “ Conway ” and-. 904-06. 

WORKERS— 

Question re — 

Deductions from the wages of- . 334. 

Regulations for the protection of — employed in dangerous and 
unhealthy industries. 61. 
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COST— 

Question re -^ of .the East Indian Railway foreign traffic in the Railway 

Clearing Accdtirits Office for the year 1927-28. 1111. 

WORKING-EXPENSE-^'. 

Question re ^nthdrawal of the concession granted in 1922 to branch line 
railway companies of treating super-tax as a-. 286-88. 

WORKING HOIJRS- 

Question re— 

Number of usual-of certain classes of employees on the East Indian 

Railway. 1314. 

-of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway stafi employed at Ghorpadi 

near Poona. 543. 

• V 

-of the officials of the Savings Banh Department of the General 

Post Office, Calcutta. 1097-98. 


WORiaiAN(aiEN)- 

Question re— 


Alleged assault by the Foreman of the Vacuum Brakeshop on Moham¬ 
mad Hussain, a-of the,Carriage and Wagon shops at Moghul- 

pura, 337. 

Alleged -wrongful confinement of-of the South Indian Railway by 

the Foreman at Golden Rock. 346-47. 


Discontent among the - employed in the workshops at Lillooah 

East Indian Railway. 1331-32. 

Pay of-in the power house and locomotive and carriage shops. 

North Western Railway. 897. 

Provision of quarters for the- of Lillooah, East Indian Railway. 

1330. 

Redress of the grievances of the-- employed in the -nmrkshops at 

Lillooah, East Indian Railway. 1332. 

Security of service for the-employed^a,t Lillooah, East Indian Rail¬ 
way. 1330. A* 

V ages of skilled and unskilled-of tlie wprkshops at Lillooah-, East 

Indian Railway. 1329-30. ‘ ’ 

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION ACT— ■' • -, 


W 


OUKMEN’S compensation (A.MENDMENT) BILL 
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WOEKSHOPS— ^' - 

'tif- 

Question re — .. . c ‘ 

Abolition of superior-posts consequentiotsr.ettelclDnentsin-on the 

Bengal Nagpur Eailway, the East Indian 

Alleged bribery and corruption amongst the subordinate officers 
employed in railway-. 1331. ** ..B?’ 

Charges of bribery and corruption against the foremen employed in 
the-at Lillooah, East Indian Eailwaj'. 1330-31. 

Discontent among the workmen employed in the-at Lillooah, East 

Indian Eailway. 1331-32. ' 

Dismissal of 54 workmen employed in the-at Lillooah, East Indian 

Eailway. 1171. 

Employment of Indians as foremen of running sheds and-on the 

Bengal and Noi-th-Western Eailway. 1200. 

Enquiry by the Agent of the East Indian Eailway into the grievances 
of the men employed at the Lillooah-. 337. 

s Placing of some employees of the Engineering-on the Bengal 

Nagpur Eailway on daily rates of pay. 652. 

Eedress of the grievances of the workmen employed in the-at 

Lillooah, East Indian Eailway. 1332. 

Wages of sldlled and unskilled workmen of the-at Lillooah, East 

Indian Eailway. 1329-30. 

WEONGFUL CONFINEMENT— 

Question re alleged —•— of workmen of the South Indian Eailway by 
the foreman at Golden Eock. 346-47. 

Y. 


YAKUB, Madlvi MUPIAMMAD— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partiality and bias") 

■ against Mr. President. ^ 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Home Department against Mr. ( ‘ 

President. J 

by — on the deaths of Sir Alexander Muddiman 
• ■‘and-Captain--Kabul Singh. 159. 

Blotion for Adjournment'•I'e attack on the President of the Legislative 
Assemhlyffiy thnih'ww of India. 151-52. 

Motion re-separate office for the Legislative Assembly. 1268-60. ’ 

Presentation by- of tlie Eeports of three Committees on Petitions, 

1390. 

Presentation of- petitions relating to the Hindu Child Marriage Bill 
1205. 
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YAJiUB, Mattt.vt MUHAD—concZtZ. 

Question re— condd. 

Statement showing the allocation of the Civil Medical Department, 
Delhi. 896. 

Summer and winter headquarters of the British’Trade Agent at G-artok., 
28D-86. 

Tea vendors at stations in the Moradabad division of the East Indian 
Railway. 621. 

Time scale of pay for the out-door clerical staff on the North Western 
Railway. 898. 

Timings of the Moradabad-Sambhal Branch train service. 626. 

Transfer of Dr. Mukherji, Sub-Assistant Surgeon in charge of the rail¬ 
way dispensary, Delhi. 896. 

Uncovered overbridges at Hardwar and Lhaksar on the East Indian 
Railway. 625. 

Water supply at railway stations. 626. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Appointment of a Committee of the Central Legislature to enquire into 
the grievance.^ of the employees on the Indian Railways. 290. 

Elected repre.sentative for the North-West Frontier Province in the 
Legislative Assembly. 498. 

Indianisation of the staff of the Security Printing Press, Nasik. ’ 280. 

Number of members of the Imperial Secretariat Duftaries’ Association 
310-11. 

Refu'-al to grant leave to the Muslim employees of the Loco."Workshops 
at Bliatiuda to say their Id prayers, etc. 419-20. 

P<‘j)art ])ub]idiecl in the Uimlmtan Times of July 7tii under the'.head hnes 
“ Ivar’ial arrogance in excelsis,",ete. 266. 

Siyo'--h delivered by Lord Burnham regarding Indian markets for British 
206. 


Ih'-olu^inn/■(’— 

IvlucaUou of rrirls ;ind women iirthc territories administered bv the 

r-ntr.d flnvi.nmv’ut. lOlJ!?!.'}. ' ' ‘ ‘ ’ 

• ‘ 

T’u'' of .Tuuyct of flji-i Tlivli -Cmirfs. , 691 . 


'p- ‘!'d Mnrrinytj (Amendment) Bill— 
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YAMIN EmN, Mr. SIUHAMMAD— 

(1) Allegations in certain newspapers of partiality and bias 
against Blr. I’resident, 

(2) Alleged propaganda by the Home Department against 
jMr. President. 

QuestioJi (Supplementary) re restriction of the supply of electric current 
by the electric power house in Meerut Cantonment to military needs. 
500. 

|YUSUP BIAM, Mu.- 

Question re — " 

Duties of town inspectors of post offices in Calcutta. 1296. 

Inspection of the selection grade combined delivery subpost offices 
by mufassii inspectors of post offices. 1296. 

Names and designations of officials charged with certain specified duties 
in the Calcutta post offices. 1296. 

Z. 


'766-57. 


ZULPIQAH ALI KHAN Nawab Sir— 

■ E.-tpr«siom of legtet by-ou the (lea-thB of Sir Alexender Muddinan 

and Captain Kabul Singh. 160. 
hlotion re separate office ior the Legislative Assembly. 1260-62. 

Statement by the Leader of the House rcgarffing allegations certain 
'' newspapers of partiahty and bias against Mr. President. 1248. 

' by the Leader of the Hotae regartog olle|.d propaganda by 

the Home Department against i\Ir. President. 1-^48. 
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